An enhanced visual
effect is attained with
eye-catching striping
continued into the fringes

14 Greenkeeper International July 1998

In this magazine dedicated to
good turf maintenance practices,
one word certain to cause an out-
break of apoplexy is aesthetics. By
dictionary definition, aesthetic
means “relating to beauty rather
than to other considerations”,
though in golf terminology it has
come to mean making the course
look as good as it plays, or even
better. A few still denigrate the
process completely and regard aes-
thetics as nothing more than “pret-
tified gardening’.

Of course, in dealing with a living

entity and the vagaries of Mother
Nature, practical considerations
must come first, thus it would
never do to impose aesthetic
demands if they run contrary to
good agronomic practice.

Nevertheless, the fact remains
that today’s golfers have come to
insist on visual niceties of a higher
level than, say, 25 or 30 years ago.

Televised golf must take some
share of the blame (or credit) for
player sophistication, th(}ugh who
among us, hand on heart, would
not admit admiration and envy at
the stunning appearance of, say,
Gleneagles, Pebble Beach, or
Augusta National — as shown on
TV. The thought lingers that save
for the extensive budgets that go
hand in glove with these verdant
cathedrals, there goes every green-
keeper worth his salt.

Pride in your golf course will be
an additional driving force; that
satisfying though brief moment of
egoism a reminder of a job well
done, especially when a member
saunters across and comments,
“The course is looking marvellous
today.” '

One ?articu}ar practice, aestheti-
cally pleasing yet available to all,
thanks to the advances made in
lightweight fairway mowers, is con-
tour mowing and striping. It all
started in the mid 1970s, when a
US Tour event promised a wash-
out after days of downpour pre-
vented a tractor and seven gang
trailed unit from working. In des-
peration, a Tour official asked if
they would try using a greens
triplex with higher blade settings.
They did, the compaction was
minimal, and the neatly striped
fairways looked great on” T.V. The

players loved it and the rest is his-
tory,

Swiftly adopted, this new fairwa
cutting technology really took off
in the 1980s, for triplex cutting
brought not only improved aes-
thetics, but with a marllzed]y lighter
weight machine came minimal
compaction and a noted improve-
ment in fairway turf quality.

Trendy it was, and the practice
certainly worked, yet now there is
hardly a triplex to be seen working
on fairways. The reason is simple,
for manufacturers responded by
introducing lightwr.igihr multi-plex
mowers, purpose-built for fairway
cutting and grooming, coupled
with the ability to closely follow
ground contours without scalping.

The original thinking behind
triplex cutting had not been over-
looked, for with multi-plex mowers
the beauty (and gain) is to be
found in units that work at speeds
well in excess of triplexes, while
maintaining those same aesthetic
qualities that first started the ball
rolling — less compaction, a reduc-
tion in turf damage, a sharper
demarcation between fairway
and semi-rough, distinctive and
improved cutting qualities and a
marked :l}'lgrading in fine turf
species. All this plus great striping
effects into the bargain.

The whole business of striping
and patterning brings out the best
in greenkeeper innovation, with
upwards of seventy percent of
course managers now following
some form of patterning. Most

opular, while pmbub]}r also the
east complicated to perform, is
striping by sequential direction,
back and forth along the fairways
yet following rigidly the contours



Lightweight fairway mowers provide a noted improvement
in turf, both in quality and appearance.
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