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ENTER THE R 
ULCRUM BLADE™ IS A 

TOTALLY NEW GENERATION OF 

SUPPLEMENT FOR YOUR TURF. 

DEVELOPED AND MARKETED BY CARGILL PLC, 

ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST FERTILISER 

COMPANIES, BLADE™ IS BASED ON THE NEW 

TECHNOLOGY OF CARBOHYDRATE NUTRITION. 

IT WORKS BY SUPPLYING THE NATURALLY 

OCCURING MYCORRHIZA IN THE SOIL WITH 

A READILY AVAILABLE SOURCE OF ENERGY. 

T H E RESULTS SEEN BY A WHOLE RANGE OF 

USERS FROM GOLF COURSES TO TURF 

GROWERS ARE A HEALTHIER AND STRONGER 

PLANT WITH FAR GREATER TOLERANCE TO 

DROUGHT, DUE TO THE INCREASE IN ROOT 

MASS, LEADING TO MORE EFFICIENT USE OF 

THE OTHER INPUTS APPLIED. 

RECENTLY LAUNCHED IN THE U K , THIS NEW 

TECHNOLOGY IS ONE OF THE MOST COST 

EFFECTIVE, NATURAL WAYS OF OPTIMISING 

THE PERFORMANCE OF YOUR TURF. 

PLEASE CONSULT ONE OF OUR DISTRIBUTORS 

FOR DETAILS OR CONTACT CARGILL ON 

FREEPHONE 0 8 0 0 9 1 9 1 8 7 . 

FUIC 

CARGILL 
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NOTHING R U N S LIKE A D E E R E 

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG 13 9HT, Telephone 01949 863299 (answerphone) 

No one can accuse John Deere of standing 
still. Since 1995, we've added 8 quality 
machines to our line. Another strong state-
ment about our commitment to your busi-
ness. New this year are the Turf Gator and 
220A Walk-Behind Greens Mower. 

The Turf Gator's unique combination of 
toughness and quietness make it perfect for 
the golf course. Toughness comes from uni-
body construction and one-piece forged 
axles. Quietness comes from a large volume 
silencer, internal sound absorbing mate-
rial, and golf-car-style transmission. 

The 220A is the latest addition to John 
Deere's quality line of walk-behind greens 
mowers. 220A improvements include an iso-
lation-mounted engine for reduced vibration, 
improved operator-presence safety system, 
and an easier-filling grass box design. 

Add superior parts support and our 
existing line of quality mowers, tractors, 
aerators, root zone injectors and utility 
vehicles and you see why John Deere is the 
fastest growing golf and turf equipment 

name in the world. Talk with us soon 
for a first-hand look. 
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Contents 
It's the show 
of the year! 
BTME 98 springs into 
life in only a few days 
time - and yet again, it's 
a record-breaker. 
A comprehensive guide to who's who and what's on is contained 
within the catalogue section of this, the biggest-ever edition of 
Greenkeeper International 36-page centre section 

Spain hosts FEGGA's first conference 
Neil Thomas reports from the Federation of European Golf 
Greenkeepers' Associations' conference and reveals differences 
and similarities in approach across Europe Pages 14-15 

When your feet don't touch the ground 
Pat Murphy hands over the Chairmanship of BIGGA to Gordon 
Child at BTME. We take a look at what has been a hectic year 
for the Association - and for Pat Pages 16-17 

Elmwood creates the real thing 
Scott MacCallum travels back to his home town in Scotland to 
see the new golf course which is going to mean so much to 
students at Elmwood College Pages 26-27 
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Greenkeeper Education and DevelopmentFund 
T h e Fund provides the key to the future for greenkeeper , golf club 
and game. Individuals and companies c a n join the Golden Key Circle 
and Silver Key Circle. For detai ls, contact BIGGA on 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 8 5 8 1 . 
G O L D E N K E Y C I R C L E C O M P A N Y M E M B E R S : 
• Amazone Ground Care • Bailey's of Norfolk -Barenbrug 
• Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd • Hayter Ltd • Jacobsen E-Z-Go 

Textron • John Deere Ltd • Kubota UK Ltd • Levington Hort iculture Ltd 
• Miracle Professional • Mommersteeg International 
• Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd • PGA European Tour • Rainbird 
• Ransomes • Rhone Poulenc Amenity • Rigby Taylor Ltd • Ritefeed 
• Supaturf Products Ltd • The Toro Company • Watermat ion 

S I L V E R K E Y C I R C L E C O M P A N Y M E M B E R S : 
• Avoncrop Ameni ty Products • Fenchurch Insurance Brokers Ltd 
• H Pattisson & Co Ltd • Rolawn Ltd • Sisis Equipment Ltd • Weed Free 

International 

News Building work is about to start on BIGGA's new headquarters... and 
there's news of a campaign to help fund it. Plus, terrifying drama for Scottish 
greenkeepers and all the news from our world Pages 7, 9, 11 
Education Ken Richardson reports on some last minute changes to the sched-
ule for the seminar programme at BTME Page 12 
Letters Chemical analysis results are just part of a much bigger picture... 
restoration aid needed... and greenkeeper attitudes and Penncross at Valderrama 
are discussed - it's the page you write Page 25 
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Use the post-paid 
Reader Reply 
Card facing 
Page 6 for 
further 
information on 
the products and 
services 
advertised in this 
issue. Just state ' 
the companies' Ad 
Ref numbers, post the card to us 
and we'll arrange for further 
information to be sent to you 
direct. 

A D V E R T I S E R S ' I N D E X 

a quick reference guide 

MAIN MAGAZINE: Ad Ref Page 
Amenity Land Services 408 32 
Amenity Technology 431 64 
BAGCC 185 61 
Breton Pre-Cast 579 39 
R Campey 496 46 
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Marlwood 501 14 
Martin Brothers 12 36 
Maxicrop 174 31 
North Staffs Irrigation 217 14 
OCMIS 360 31 
Pattissons 35 24 
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Rigby Taylor 127 29 
Ritefeed 212 10 
Scotts/Miracle 54 33,39 
Sovereign Turf 435 45 
Symbio 510 36 
Tonick Irrigation 503 38 
Toro 79 23 
Watermation 33 45 
Weed Free 504 45 
CW Winnett 569 24 
Buyers' Guide • 52-57 
Classified • 57 
Job Shop • 57 
Recruitment • 58-61 
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British Seed Houses 577 33,35 
BAGCA 578 11 
BLEC 98 17 
Club II 572 4 
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Flymo 574 28 
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Hotel St George 573 4 
Inturf 31 25 
Irrigation Control 541 8 
Levington 102 5 
Multicore Aerators 347 28 
Olivers Seeds 571 15 
Par 4 27 20 
Pro Turf 575 17 
Rhone Poulenc 59 6 
Ritefeed 212 14,23, 
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Service Chemicals 304 22 
Tarmac 576 9 
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ADVERTISING WORKS 
IN GREENKEEPER 
INTERNATIONAL 
FOR MORE DETAILS CALL: 
James McEvoy, Amanda Mayo 
or Jenny Panton at BIGGA HQ 
on 01347 838581. 
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Visit us at BTME '98 

4F 
Easy to use liquid 

$ spray application! Natural 
Solution 

GREEN-RELEAF® 
Green Releaf Europe 
PO Box 561 
Leek, Staffs 
England 
Tel: 01538 381227 
Fax: 01538 387999 

Following our European introduction 
from the United States in June '97, 
the results have been truly outstanding! 

What works iover there really does over here? 

Contact your local exclusive UK distributor now; 
Midlands, North & Scotland 
Richard Aitken Ltd, 
Glasgow Depot: 0141 440 0033 
Yorkshire Depot: 01977 681155 

South, London & South West 
Avoncrop Amenity Products, 
Bracknell Depot: 01344 426600 
Bristol Depot: 01934 820868 

GREEN-RELEAF - The US leaders in liquid beneficial microbial products 
e-mail: microbes@green-releaf.com 

mailto:microbes@green-releaf.com


Building work starts 
soon on Association's 
new headquarters 
BIGGA's goal of owning its own 
headquarters moved a step 
nearer reality in December when 
it signed a 999 year lease on a 
plot of land at Aldwark Manor. 

Building is due to start early 
January with completion 
expected by August 31. 

The purpose designed offices 
will be sited close to the existing 
rented building and planning per-
mission has now been granted. 

It has not been an easy task to 
produce a design that met both 
the Association's requirements 
and yet satisfied the local plan-
ning authority, which was quick 
to point out that the proposed 
development lies in a conserva-
tion area. 

"We have used traditional mate-
rials of red facing bricks and plain 
clay tiles to provide a building 
which is in a similar traditional 
style to the existing hotel annexes," 
explained architect and Project 
Manager, Stewart Broadhurst. 

The building will incorporate a 

board room and t raining ' and 
education facility and utilises a 
large glazed area to provide max-
imum natural lighting to most 
offices and the reception area. 

The project is being funded by 
way of a substantial grant f rom 

the R&A, donations f rom within 
the membership and a bank loan. 
Fund raising events are planned 
to contribute towards the repay-
ment of the loan and the first of 
these will be launched at this 
year's BTME. 

Supporters urged to 'buy a brick' 
BIGGA has instigated a "Buy a 
Brick" campaign as part of its ini-
tiative to raise funds for its new 
Headquarters building. As part of 
this campaign, BIGGA's first fund 
raising event will take the form of 
a major raffle to be launched at 
BTME with the draw taking place 
during BIGGA's Company Golf 
Day at Aldwark Manor, on June 
22,1998. 

However, this will be a raffle 
with a difference. In addition to 

major prizes, purchasers of tickets 
will be awarded either bronze, 
silver or gold lapel badges signify-
ing their support for the "Buy a 
Brick" campaign. A bronze badge 
will be awarded for the purchase 
of £5 worth of tickets whilst pur-
chasing £25 worth will secure a 
silver badge and £50 worth 
enables the purchaser to display a 
gold badge. 

"The new Headquarters build-
ing will be an important land-

mark in BIGGA's growth and 
development" said Executive 
Director, Neil Thomas. 

"I feel confident that our mem-
bers, the industry and the game 
of golf as a whole will back our 
fund raising efforts for this major 
project." 
• Already Harrogate speakers 
have donated £850 to the fund by 
accepting bricks in lieu of 
expenses and forgoing the cus-
tomary gifts they receive. 

Taking steps to avoid EC directives 
A Levington Horticulture Confer-
ence at Woburn Abbey heard that 
there was a need to be responsi-

ble in the use of pesticides and 
other products to ensure that the 
increasing number of EC 
Directives do not ban more of 
them. 

The warning came from Bob 
Daniels, the Research and Devel-
opment Manager of Levington, 
who also Chairs a European body 
of manufacturers which lobbies 
the appropriate European Com-
munity Departments. 

He explained that there was 
currently 55,000 pages of data 
about products with active ingre-

dients and they were all to be 
reviewed. 

He revealed that Sweden had 
already banned 250 products and 
said that already in the UK Rose-
clear was to be banned as it was 
an irritant and protective 
clothing was required before 
using it. 

The conference, which is held 
every two years included several 
top Course Managers, agrono-
mists, interested parties and Lev-
ington dealers and distributors 
from around Europe. 

FLYING DIVOTS 
• Twelve members of The 
British Institute of Golf 
Course Architects paid a 
recent visit to the 
Headquarters of the United 
States Golf Association, at 
Far Hills, New Jersey. 
Discussions on technical 
issues and presentations 
were given by both groups. 

The Architects, not only 
from the United Kingdom 
but from the Continent, 
Iceland in the north to Spain 
in the south, visited some of 
the north eastern states' 
greatest courses including 
Pine Valley, Shinnecock Hills 
and Baltusrol. 

The visit was part of the 
Institute's continued 
Professional Development 
programme. 
• In early summer, five of 
the top courses in Britain 
are going to play host to 
their Region's greenkeepers. 
In Scotland the revered links 
of Royal Dornoch 
welcomes the Scottish 
Region on a date to be 
confirmed. On June 16, 
Mere Golf and Country 
Club welcomes the 
Northern Region. Stoke 
Poges opens its doors to 
the Midlands Region on 
June 24, Wildernesse GC 
hosts the South East Region 
on June 29 and St Mellion 
starts off the run on behalf 
of the South West and South 
Wales Region on June 4. 
________—\ • Avoncrop 

J ^ S A Amenity 

Im/f ^ w l a P r o c l u c t s h a s 

m^]': \ \ appointed Nick 
\ ' \ Johnson (left) 
\ \ as Sales 
L - — R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
for the East and West 
Midlands. 
• Practical Greenkeeping by 
Jim Arthur is available from 
BIGGA Headquarters, price 
£29.95. 

The book will also be 
available at BTME. Anyone 
who wishes a copy should 
contact the office at: BIGGA 
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, 
Alne, Nr York, Y06 2NF Tel: 
01347 838581 Fax: 01347 
838864. 

An architect's model of the smart new BIGGA HQ 

AGM date 
The BIGGA Annual General 
Meeting will take place at the 
Majestic Hotel, Harrogate at 
5.45pm on Wednesday 
January 21, 1998. All 
members are urged to attend 
but membership cards must 
be produced. 



SCOTT M o t C A L L U M 

Make the 
most of the 
big show 
Well it's that time again. 

The same old suitcases 
are packed, the same old 
instructions to phone home are 
given and the same old 
promises to be good are made. 
Destination Harrogate. 

I must admit when I went 
to my first BTME in '96 I was 
amazed by it all. Yes, I'd been 
to all the preparatory meet-
ings in the months leading 
up. I knew how many 
exhibitors we had. I knew 
that it filled four huge halls. I 
knew that we had speakers of 
the highest calibre, many of 
them flown in from around 
the world. I knew what was 
expected of me. I knew what 
everyone else would be 
doing. I knew all of this but 
nothing prepared me for just 
how good BTME was. 

To be honest, amid the 
admiration for what my col-
leagues had achieved since 
BTME was first launched was 
a hint of jealousy. I was jeal-
ous that my profession, jour-
nalism, has nothing to 
compete with BTME and 
what BIGGA provides for 
those who work in the indus-
try. 

I would just love the chance 
to, stand at a bar and chew 
the fat with Ian Wooldridge 
or John Inverdale. Or listen to 
a lecture by Des Lynam on 
how he prepares to front the 
World Cup. Or chat with the 
manufacturers of the laptop 
on which I'm writing this 
piece about what I'd like in 
their next model. Or take part 
in a workshop which might 
cure me of the nasty habit of 
being totally unable to use 
one word when - and I know 
I am prone to this - one is the 
optimum required number 
which would, under normal 
circumstances, be needed to 
complete the designated task. 

Unfortunately there isn't 
anything on the scale or 
quality of BTME for 
journalists and I'd 

wager that there aren't many 
industries which are catered 
for so well. Indeed, what 
other industry could cope 
with such a large percentage 
of those involved in it gather-
ing at the same place at the 
one time. 

Make the most of it and I 
hope that I'll meet a great 
many of you there. 
• This issue of the magazine 
marks the end of a long asso-
ciation with the man respon-
sible for much of the success 
it has achieved. Tim Moat has 
been in charge of design and 
production from the very first 
issue back in January 1991. 
Since then he has put up with 
the foibles and peccadillos of 
several Editors but always 
ensured that, whatever the 
raw material he was handed 
on deadline day, a consis-
tently fine magazine was 
delivered to the readers. 

Next month, the magazine 
welcomes the arrival of 
BIGGA's new in-house 
designer, David Emery, but it 
certainly won't be forgotten 
that Greenkeeper International 
wouldn't be where it is now 
without Tim Moat. 

On behalf of everyone at 
BIGGA I would like to wish 
Tim, and his company Head-
line Communications, every 
success in the future. 

Scott 
MacCallum 

Editor 

BY PAT MURPHY 

BIGGA C H A I R M A N 

Ibegan this month in 
Spain, at the FEGGA 

Conference, and guess 
what? It rained! And 
when it rains in Spain 
it doesn't half pour. 
Where do I have to go 
in the world to break 
the jinx? 

However, it was a 
superb conference 
at which 12 different 
Associations were 
represented, each 
giving a paper on 
Education within 
his or her country 
and another on the 
environment. One 
of the outcomes 
was that every country would attempt to 
standardise their education to a minimum level which 
equates to Level 2 NVQ. 

I would like to thank Toro, for their generous 
sponsorship of the Conference and for the use of their 
conference facility, and also the FEGGA Board for 
inviting me to attend. 

I had no sooner returned from Spain and I was off to 
Aldwark Manor for a GTC meeting. I had originally agreed 
to attend the South West and South Wales Seminar on 
the same day but due to some pressing business I had to 
cry off so apologies to everyone who was at Cannington 
College. However, I did hear reports about how excellent 
a Seminar it was. 

Later that week I attended the Annual Dinner at my 
own golf club Shipley and was absolutely delighted to be 
presented with an engraved tankard by the Club Captain, 
Richard Cadman, to commemorate my year as Chairman. 

The following Monday I was in Ireland for the 
Northern Irish Seminar where I gave a talk on the work of 
the Association. Ken Richardson also gave an excellent 
presentation on Educational matters. 

Next, I went to the Northern Section AGM where it 
was good to see a strong working committee and a 
healthy balance sheet. The occasion also marked Alan 
Gamble's retirement from the committee after a long and 
fruitful innings. Thanks for all your work, Alan, and keep 
supporting us. 

The Editor and I both attended a Levington 
Conference at Woburn and would like to thank Levington 
for their excellent hospitality. The dinner in the 
Sculpture's Gallery was a wonderful occasion. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, Neil Thomas 
travelled to Shipley one evening to give me the privilege 
of signing the papers for the land on which the new 
Headquarters is going to be built. The builders will start 
on January 12 and I'll be rolling up 
my sleeves to cut the first turf. / I / f / / 
• The Chairman gives an u f A I/lAJ 
extended look back to his year in / /V ' r y l 
office on Pages 16-17. r ! ¡1 

As I see it... 



Northern Ireland 
sections get off 
to a good start 
Nearly 100 greenkeepers and 
trade from Northern Ireland met 
at Greenmount College on 1 
December for the inaugural Semi-
nar of the new BIGGA Northern 
Ireland Sections. Speakers included 
David Garland, Director of the 
PGA European Tour and Robin 
Blackford of Hayter Pic. The whole 
event was sponsored by John Lind-
say Professional Sports Turf. 

The seminar opened with an 
overview of safe mowing practices 
by Robin Blackford. The presenta-
tion certainly left listeners in no 
doubt as to the many potential 
dangers and accidents which can 
be caused by short cuts and lack of 
attention. Philip Baldock, Course 
Manager at Royal Portrush Golf 
Club and also Chairman of the 
new North East Section, followed 

this with a look at some of the 
pests, problems and diseases he 
has to cope with on his course. It 
was interesting to note that Phil, 
as far as possible, avoids the use of 
pesticides preferring instead 
organic or natural methods of con-
trol. BIGGA's Education and Train-
ing Manager then gave an 
overview of the training offered by 
BIGGA and colleges throughout 
the UK for greenkeepers. This led 
to a lively discussion on the advan-
tages and disadvantages of the 
NVQ system. 

Following a brief repose, David 
Garland gave an insight into some 
of the problems of life on the Tour. 
Using video footage, David looked 
at a number of challenges to the 
rules of golf which have occurred 
in recent years and looked at how 

At the inaugural seminar, from left, Phil 
Graham Wylie and Pat Murphy 

the Tour resolved these. The Semi-
nar which was ably chaired by 
Graham Wylie, Chairman of the 
South East Section, was concluded 
by BIGGA's 1997 National Chair-
man, Pat Murphy, who also pre-
sented 12 students from 
Greenmount College with their 
NVQ awards and gave the vote of 
thanks. 

The afternoon was successfully 
rounded off with a buffet provided 
by the catering staff at Green-

Baldock, David Garland, Ken Richardson, 

mount College. It is to be hoped 
that this will be the first of many 
successful events held by the two 
sections in Northern Ireland. 

Our thanks must go to the spon-
sor without whom the event 
would not have been possible, the 
section committee members who 
worked hard to achieve the 
tremendous attendance figure, all 
the speakers for giving of their 
time and the staff at Greenmount 
College. 

Impressive line up for conference 
The Scottish Region will hold 
its annual one-day conference 
in the Dunfermline Conference 
Centre on March 3. 

Each year the Region tries to 
introduce new and topical sub-
jects relevant to greenkeeping 
and this year is no exception. 

The Region consider them-
selves fortunate in having Bob 

Taylor, ecologist, and Jonathan 
Smith, wildlife adviser, both 
from the Scottish Golf Course 
Wildlife Group, speaking about 
environmental issues. From 
Turnberry Hotel and Golf 
Course, George Brown, Course 
Manager, will be talking about 
the work that goes on behind 
the scenes in preparation for 

an Open Championship. Steve 
Isaac from the STRI will be 
advising on how to survive win-
ter play. From Cargill PLC, 
Steve Lucas will be discussing 
microbacterial populations in 
golf greens. Finally, Nick Law-
son from OCMIS Irrigation will 
impart his knowledge on irriga-
tion techniques. 

New Sales 
Manager for 
Johnsons 
Adrian Hayler has been 
appointed National Sales 
Manager for the professional 
division of Johnsons Seeds. 
He will be responsible for 
the management, 
development and growth of 
the agricultural and amenity 
business sectors, and will 
look after all UK wide sales 
activity in these areas. 

He brings a lot of industry 
experience to the new 
position, previously working 
for Dalgety Agriculture for 
nine years and, prior to that, 
for Seed Innovations and 
Bartholomews. 

"I am delighted with the 
opportunity to work with 
one of Europe's leading seed 
companies. I look forward to 
meeting customers and 
ensuring that they get the 
best service from all our 
sales team," he said. 

Maximum pass marks for the 
'fast track' Oaklands students 
The pass rate for Oaklands Col-
lege NVQ Level 2 "Fast Track" 
greenkeepers was 100%. The con-
cept of the fast track course 
allows students with industrial 
experience to obtain NVQ Level 2 
in one year. This system differs 
from traditional methods of train-
ing by using a combination of 
projects, accreditation for prior 
learning, work based assessment 
combined within college training. 

Students can therefore progress 
as rapidly as their experience 
allows. Oaklands feels this means 
greater motivation for students who 
already possess a wide range of 
skills and sound knowledge base. 

Missing from the group photo 
are K. Allen, Hanbury Manor; Neil 
Robson Harpenden GC and C. Lit-
tle, South Herts GC. On the right track: Oaklands College students 



PRO-TEE 
ALL-WEATHER 
GOLF 
MATS 
Constructed using a robust and durable 
glass reinforced cement base and three 
individually replaceable turf sections -
which have 12mm rubber shock pad 
backings - the PRO-TEE all-weather golf 
mats are ideal for both course and 
practice ground use. 

Take a closer look at 
these features: 

• Natural feel ail-
weather surface 

• Available in two 
sizes 

• Protects the 
natural grass 

• Suitable for right 
or left handed 
players 

• Weatherproof, 
solid & stable 

• Peg retention 
system that will 
not clog up with 
broken tees 

• Special levelling 
devices 

LINKS LEISURE 
Find out more by 
contacting Links Leisure 
today 

LINKS LEISURE 
LIMITED 
Unit 22, 
Civic Industrial Park, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire 
SY131TT 
Tel: 01948 663002 
Fax: 01948 666381 
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SITESAFE 
MODULAR SYSTEMS 

. . . m a k e all t h e d i f f e r e n c e t o s e c u r e 
s t o r a g e & a c c o m m o d a t i o n u n i t s . 

G A R A G E P A V I L I O N W O R K S H O P 

(L1VJÎLVM) 
s n i î S A i i î 

^LIMITEDJ-

For further information 
please contact: 

I r v i n e W e s t o n o n Te l : 0 1 4 2 7 7 5 2 0 5 8 o r 
C l e v e l a n d S i t e s a f e L t d . P a r k F a r m , 

D u n s d a l e , G u i s b o r o u g h , 
C l e v e l a n d . T S 1 4 6 R O . 

Te l : 0 1 6 4 2 4 7 5 0 0 9 o r F a x : 0 1 6 4 2 4 7 1 0 3 6 . 



Greenkeepers narrowly avoid t ragedy a s river w r e a k s havoc 

Pattisson's pledge for new year 
Pattisson's have relocated to 
new premises in Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire, from their 
original home in Luton, Bed-
fordshire. 

"It is never easy to find the 
right premises, it is just like 
finding the right house to move 
into - somewhere that has the 
right location and a decent 
enough building that you enjoy 
going to every day," said Mike 
Hinch, Joint Managing Director. 

"Moving the company in the 
height of the season obviously 
caused many problems, but 
when the right premises came 
up we had to move quickly. I 
can now say that the company 
is back on track and stock levels 
are healthy." 

Pattisson's distribute through 
a successful direct van sales 
operation and an established 
dealer network. 

"We have worked closely with 

our dealers and embarked on a 
rigid pricing policy to ensure 
that we can sell our products at 
the right price whether it is 
through our own salesman or 
through a dealer." 

"It has been a tough year for 
us but we are hoping that the 
close relationships that we have 
with the greenkeepers and 
organisations like BIGGA will 
ensure the industry moves 
onwards and upwards." 

'When I fell in I just went straight to the 
bottom. I was "fighting for my life. I was 
taken about 100 yards down the river.' 
A routine journey across a cause-
way linking the King James VI 
Golf Club to Perth ended in near 
tragedy for two greenkeepers. 

Head Greenkeeper Bruce 
Somerton and assistant Kenneth 
O'Donnell were crossing the 
causeway in a tractor and trailer 
from the club, which is on an 
island in the middle of the River 
Tay, when the powerful current 
took over. 

Bruce, 33, was swept 100 yards 
downstream and only survived 
because he was able to free him-
self from his jacket which was 
dragging him under. He was 
eventually tossed onto the bank 
by a whirlpool. Ken, 27, a non-
swimmer, was trapped until 
police in a rescue boat were able 
to pull him out. 

It was low tide and the 30 yard 
long causeway was three feet 
deep in water when the daily 
crossing was attempted but, when 
they realised that on this occasion 
the current was too strong, they 
tried to reverse. .Unfortunately, 
just as they began to retreat the 
force of the water knocked the 
trailer over and the tractor, with 
Ken still in the cab, was left bal-
ancing precariously. 

With emergency services on 
standby on each bank, a police 
launch was used to rescue Ken. A 
safety line was attached and an 
officer climbed onto the top of the 
trailer and towards the cab. A life 
jacket was passed to Ken who was 
then able to climb out of the win-
dow and be hauled aboard the 
launch 

"We were trying to get across 
but the water was just too power-
ful and it knocked the trailer 
over," said Bruce. 

"When I fell in I just went 
straight to the bottom. I was 
fighting for my life. I was taken 
about 100 yards down the river 
and had to take off my body 
warmer because it was dragging 
me down." 

Both men were taken to Perth 
Royal Infirmary but later released. 

The tractor was eventually 
winched ashore but the trailer, 
which contained turf cutting 
machinery, was washed down-
stream and believed lost. 
• Picture courtesy of DC Thom-
son and Co Ltd. 



Last minute 
seminar 
changes at 
BTME 98 
The Institute of Agricultural 

Engineers have, unfortu-
nately, had to cancel their semi-
nar, which was due to take place 
on Wednesday, 21 January, 
between 10am and 12 noon. 

However, thanks to a combina-
tion of luck and forward planning 
together with the excellent sup-
port of speakers and Jacobsen 
EZGO Textron, I have managed 
organise an even better seminar. 
Seminar A on Wednesday 21 Jan-
uary will now be: 
10 am-10.40 am: TREES, THEIR 
NECESSARY MAINTENANCE, 
GOOD AND BAD PRACTICE, by 
John Nicholson, Associate 
Consultant, Eamon Wall and Co. 
10.40 am-11.20 am: REEL 
GRINDING, by Don Laschansky, 
Managing Director, Foley. 
11.20 am-12 noon: GREENS 
MOWERS, by David Withers, 
National Accounts Manager, 
Jacobsen EZGO Textron. 
12 noon-12.40 pm: THE 
PRINCIPLES OF TOP DRESSING, 
by Scott Kinkead, Managing 
Director, Turfco. 

Remember that I have had to 
move the Seminar by Jaime Ortiz 
Patino from Wednesday, 21 Janu-
ary, at 1pm to Thursday, 22 Janu-
ary, at 1pm. 

Unfortunately, it is now too late 
to book a place on the National 
Education Conference and all 
three Workshops are completely 
full. 

However, you can book places 
on Seminars, on the day, at Har-
rogate. Anybody wishing to book 
a place on their choice of Semi-
nar, should contact Sami Collins 
on the Seminar Registration Desk 
in Hall G. Thanks to the contin-
ued Support of Ransomes Simms 
and Jeffries, the Learning Experi-
ence 1998 has something for 
everyone at very affordable 
prices. Remember, training and 
education should continue 
throughout your career. Better 
trained greenkeepers leads to bet-
ter golf courses and to an 
improvement in the status of the 
industry. 

Education 
Update 
BY KEN 
RICHARDSON 

BIGGA Refund of Fees Scheme 
As I have announced in previous 
editions of Greenkeeper Interna-
tional, the BIGGA Refund of Fees 
Scheme commenced in January 
1998. 

To be eligible for a refund, 
you must meet the following cri-
teria: 
a. You must be a member of 
BIGGA and have been a member 
for at least two years. 
b.You must have paid your own 
fees and be able to provide proof 
of payment eg receipt/credit card 
slip or statement. 
c. You must have completed a 
course, or component part of a 
course, and be able to provide 
evidence of completion eg certifi-
cate/end of course report etc. 
d.If you are starting a course in 
1998 you may apply for a refund 
to be paid on course completion 
as in (c). 
e. The course must not be sub-
sidised, already, by BIGGA. 
f. The course must be relevant to 
your job as a greenkeeper. 

Members will be able to claim 
80% of fees paid up to a maxi-
mum of £200. Application forms 
will be available in the February 
Edition of Greenkeeper Interna-
tional, on the BIGGA Stand at 
BTME and from BIGGA HQ. 
Applications will be dealt with on 
a first come first served basis. For 
further information, contact Ken 
Richardson or Sami Collins at 
BIGGA HQ or at BTME. 
Health and Safety Training 
Training in a range of Health and 
Safety subjects can be arranged 
through BIGGA. These include, 
Chain Saw Competence, Pesticide 
Application and First Aid. Con-
tact Ken Richardson or Sami 
Collins at BIGGA HQ for details. 

Pesticides 
training for 
sprayer 
operators 
Pesticides legislation first 

came into effect in 1986 
with the Food and Environment 
Protection Act (FEPA) and was 
followed a year later by the 
Control of Pesticide Regulations. 

Add to this COSHH Regula-
tions in 1988 and you would 
think a decade later everyone 
involved on Greenkeeping 
would have been trained and, 
where necessary, certificated. 

So who does this concern? 
Well, anyone using Pesticides 

- i.e. Herbicides, Fungicides, 
Insecticides or Growth Regula-
tors must be trained and com-
petent to carry out the work. 

Three categories of people 
must hold National Proficiency 
Test Councils (NPTC) certifi-
cates namely: 1. Those born 
after 31 December 1964. 2. 
Those who act as contractors ie 
on land not 
managed by 
their employer. 
3. Those who 
supervise 
someone else 
without a cer-
tificate. 

If you fall 
outside these 
categories then, 
technically, you 
don't need a certifi-
cate but it is recognised by HSE 
as the best proof of being com-
petent. 

So how do you get a certifi-
cate? 

The easiest way is to attend a 
recognised training course. This 
should prepare you for the nec-
essary tests. An ATB-Landbase 
course would be as follows: 

Most training courses will 
take a minimum of two days. 

Day One - Safe Use of Pesti-
cides. 
This covers all the background 
needed by any spray operator. It 
covers: 

Knowledge of Legislation; 
Interpreting the product label; 
Selecting suitable protective 
clothing; 

Storage and transportation; 
Disposal of pesticides and con-
tainers; First Aid; Environmen-
tal Issues. 

Of course anyone working on 
golf courses and greens will 
have the added problems that 
paying customers and public 
cause. Its difficult to fit in spray-
ing around clients who start at 
first light and finish at dark! 
This course prepares the trainee 
to be take the NPTC test PA1. 

Day two will deal with what 
ever type of equipment you use. 
Most commonly for greenkeep-
ers will be knapsack sprayers or 
CDA's (Controlled Droplet Appli-
cators). 

The course covers: 
Checking over the sprayer 

Calibration/Accurately spraying 
an area (with imitation Pesti-
cide/Disposal of Washings and 
Decontamination 

This course prepares the 
trainee for NPTC test PA6A. 

Some people may use small 
tractor 
mounted 
sprayers 
and a 
course pro-

gramme 
similar to 
the previous 
one is writ-
ten to link in 
with the 

NPTC test PA2A. 
Anyone with little or no expe-

rience might expect to double 
the training period to four days 
and, of course, supervised prac-
tice is advisable for everyone 
prior to taking a test. 
The testing is not carried out on 
the training course but arrange-
ments are usually made with 
the local test committee secre-
tary so the tests take place one 
or two weeks later. 

So that's the outline for any-
one needing full training. Of 
course, many operators have 
been trained over the last decade 
and to keep up with changes in 
both legislation and technical 
developments a one day 
refresher course is a useful idea. 
• For further information on 
training courses and consul-
tancy contact ATB-Landbase 
(Jean John on 01282 831973 or 
Andrew Morton on 01430 
860057). 



World class 
turf care. 
We have the edge. 

Over 200 years experience 

in developing and 

manufacturing grass cutting 

equipment is undoubtedly a 

key factor in Ransomes' 

worldwide success. 

Ransomes has continued to identify customers ongoing needs 

and respond with continuous improvement, vision and 

innovation to stay ahead of the competition. Which is why the 

current range offers unbeatable features, toughness and value 

for money. 

But delivering the equipment is only the first part of our service. 

We have also worked extremely hard in developing a Ransomes 

worldwide dealer network which offers support right through to 

after sales. 

There is one more thing that 

experience has taught us at 

Ransomes. Our passion and 

commitment to serve our 

customers at all times and at 

all levels is what differentiates 

us from the competition. 

For a free demonstration or the 
name of your nearest dealer call 

freephone 0500 026208 for details. 

CUSHMAN 
R Y A N 

For T h e Best Results 

Ransomes, Ransomes Way, 
Ipswich, England IP3 9QG Tel: 01473 270000 Fax: 01473 276300 
Ransomes 1997 All rights reserved. 
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NORTH 
STAFFS 
IRRIGATION 
Ivy Mil l , Longton Road, Stone S 1 1 5 8 1 B [pfru ^ 

"The important aspect in choosing the specialist equipment 
is to choose the right sprinkler and controller rather than the 
make" Greenkeeper International, March 1997 

With 30 years experience of providing sports turf 
irrigation systems our specialist company is 
completely independent of a brand manufacturer. 
Each bespoke system is designed by our qualified 
engineers to the highest specification and according 
to the individual requirements of the course, and 
with a thorough knowledge of the products 
produced by the top manufacturers we are in the 
best position to provide top of the range service 
care. 

Our current portfolio includes: Woodsome Hall, 
Werneth Low and Royal Lytham & St Annes. 

At the end of the day the system has to work 
Ours do - Beautifully 

C a l l us t o a r r a n g e a f r e e c o n s u l t a t i o n on 

0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 

> A t t i £ Û f o t o r 

INCREDIBLE FOR WHAT THEY DO 
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Articulators from LasTec offering the highest 
quality finish cut of any rotary mower at any price 

• Precise length • 
• Better grass distribution • 
• Better wet grass cutting • 

Better lift • Less Compaction • 
And of course, No Scalping 

STRONGER • LIGHTER • TOUGHER • BETTER 

EVEN BETTER FOR WHAT THEY ARE 

Martwood Limited 
Court Lodge Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh 

Maidstone, Kent, ME15 OHQ, England. 
Tel: (01622) 728718 • Fax (01622) 728720 

Spain hosts 
^ ^ J n Germany training and 
^^further training have only 
a recent history - since 1988 
when a few German green-
keepers set the wheels in 
motion. In 1989 the Deula 
Rhineland was engaged as a 
training provider. Training is 
carried out in a series of three, 
three week intensive courses 
outside the growing season. 
One week is run as a practical 
in summer at several golf 
courses. These training 
courses serve to convey Poth 
theoretical and practical 
knowledge. Between these 
courses, the greenkeeper must 
work on a golf course for at 
least one season. During the 
respective season, a corre-
spondence course consisting 
of three lessons is also under-
taken providing a link between 
theory and practice. The quali-
fication can be compared with 
level three of the British train-
ing system and since 1990, 
386 students have sat the 
exam. 
Further training for Head 
Greenkeepers is now in place. 
Only those, people who have 
successfully completed the 
qualified greenkeeper training 
course, and can then prove at 
least three years work on a golf 
course, can apply to do this 
higher course on successful 
completion of which the title 
'Qualified Head Greenkeeper' 
may be used. It is expected 
that the first exams will take 
place at the earliest in 1999. In 
the next three years about 40 
greenkeepers are expected to 
take part. The qualification will 
be comparable to level four in 
the United Kingdom. 

^ ^ J n Sweden the educa-
^ ^ tional programme is 
organised jointly by the 
Swedish Golf Federation and 
Swedish Greenkeepers' Asso-
ciation. There are three 
courses of increasing levels of 
difficulty ie Basic Knowledge -
four weeks, Further Education 
- two weeks and Higher 
Greenkeeper Education - six 
weeks. The first two courses 
finish with a written examina-
tion, while the higher course 
has weekly tests as well as a 
project to be presented in the 
final week. 

NEIL THOMAS reports 

The attractive village of Mijas, 
in the hills above Fuengirola, 

provided the base for delegates 
for the first FEGGA Conference 
held during the weekend of 21-23 
November. Eleven member Associ-
ations of FEGGA were represented 
at the Conference with each Asso-
ciation providing speakers to 
cover papers on the education and 
training of greenkeepers as well 
as environmental considerations 
in their respective countries. From 
the welcoming barbecue on Fri-
day evening and through the 
weekend it was noticeable how 
quickly the different nationalities 
intermingled, old friendships were 
renewed and new ones forged. 
Language did not prove a problem 
as there was always someone with 
linguistic ability around when a 
difficulty arose! 

The Conference was held cour-
tesy of the local Toro distributor 
and the facilities made available 
were truly excellent. Special 
thanks are due to Toro for their 
support of the Conference and in 
particular to Bob Buckingham, 
Franco Marcolongo, Christian 
Grisard Van Roey and Ignacio 
Miranda. Bob, who had liaised 
throughout on the organisation of 
the Conference, found that he had 
to be in South Africa rather than 
Spain at the last moment and 
Franco took over in his absence 
doing an excellent job in making 
delegates feel welcome. 

It now remains for the FEGGA 
Board to take stock of the Confer-
ence. Sunday morning proved the 
opportunity for delegates to put 
forward their views on the way 
forward for FEGGA and a com-
mon concern was the need for 
establishing uniformity of educa-
tional s tandards in Europe with 
help being provided to those Asso-
ciations who lacked both 
resources and governmental sup-
port. On environmental issues, 
FEGGA's representat ion on the 
Brussels based Ecology Unit will 
be important as representation on 
behalf of the greenkeeping profes-
sion in the respective countries 
will be vital during the ongoing 
environmental debate. 

Some 18 months on since the 
formation of FEGGA, this proved 
to be an instructive conference 
ably chaired by FEGGA Chairman, 
Dean Cleaver - no easy task when 
people spoke with "many 

The outside cutting decks 
handle changes in coutour 

over 3 feet high. 



FEGGÄs first conference 
tongues"! Delegates departed a 
little wiser and enthused at the 
prospect of European co-opera-
tion in the future and the strength 
which the profession will gain 
from speaking with a common 
voice and in significant numbers. 

Many papers were presented 
and there was much talk during 
the weekend. Some conference 
snapshots may be of interest to 
readers whilst individual papers 
can be made available on applica-
tion to the FEGGA Office at P O 
Box 42, S-139 21 Varmdo, Swe-
den, Tel. 46 8 570 196 10, Fax. 46 
8 570 198 10. 

^ ^ J n Spain, 20 years ago 
^ ^ there were 25 golf 
courses - mainly country 
clubs. Today there are over 
250 golf courses. Spanish 
greenkeepers suffer from a 
lack of information and difficul-
ties in translation. The last 
Association conference 
attracted 120 members. Sup-
port from golf clubs in Spain is 
vital to assist greenkeepers 
with their education while there 
is a need for technical pro-
grammes focussed on turf 
grass management. 

^ ^ J n France, golf courses 
^ ^ with more than 10 
employees are required to 
devote 1.5% of their wage bill 
each year to training. Wouldn't 
that be wonderful in the United 
Kingdom? 

^ ^ J n Switzerland, the posi-
^ ^ t i o n is complicated by 
language! 64% are German 
speaking, 19% French speak-
ing, 8% Italian speaking, while 
1% are Romansh speaking 
and 8% speak other lan-
guages. In 1980 Switzerland 
had 29 courses, today there 
are 59 with 30 new projects in 
the pipeline. The SGA has 159 
members, 64 being French 
speaking and 95 German 
speaking. The SGA works 
closely with the GTC and the 
Training Manual has been 
translated into French and 
German enabling members to 
pursue training where desired 
through the framework of the 
GTC. 

^ ^ J n Norway, the Associa-
^ ^ t i o n was formed 10 years 
ago with eight members. There 
are now 150 members and 60 
golf courses with a projection 
of 150 courses within the next 
10 years. An educational plan 
is lacking but a week's seminar 
is held every year in the sec-
ond week of January. For 1998 
this will be held in Spain and 
has attracted 80 members 
(there must be a moral here!). 
Additionally one day seminars 
are organised as well as meet-
ings on golf courses. 

^ ^ I n Finland, golf courses 
^ ^ are a relatively new 
industry with the main boom 
occurring in the 1980s. From 
less than 20 courses in 1989 
there are now more than 90. 
The FGA with 250 members 
has an average of three mem-
bers on each course. Gener-
ally courses are frozen every 
winter, opening in March with 
the main season from May to 
October. 

FEGGA representatives at last year's BTME 

^ ^ J n Iceland, there are 30 
^^members of the Associa-
tion and no educational pro-
grammes. The Association 
was founded in 1994. Some 50 
greenkeepers have been edu-
cated through a close associa-
tion with Elmwood College. 
Occasional seminars are held 
and at present there are 50 
golf courses in Iceland. 

^ ^ J n Belgium, there are 61 
^ ^ g o l f courses with Dutch, 
French and German being the 
main languages. It is interest-
ing that 14 Head Greenkeep-
ers from the USA are 
employed in Belgium. Green-

« keeper training is very much in 
embryo form with one day 
training courses for Head 
Greenkeepers arranged dur-
ing the winter. However, a one 
year course for greenkeepers 
was introduced in September 
1997 and a similar course for 
Head Greenkeepers will be 
introduced in September 1998. 
The Association in Belgium is 
for Head Greenkeepers only. 



A yearj * 
when your 
(feet don't 
totfHthe 
ground... 

Looking back on Pat Murphy's year 
as BIGGA Chairman 

January: Taking over from Dean Cleaver 

"The funeral of David Spur-
den, who was tragically killed 
just a week after he had pre-
pared Ganton so superbly for 
the Hayter Challenge 
Final,was an extremely sad 
occasion." 

Another notable occasion 
was BIGGA's 10th Anniver-
sary Tournament at Aldwark 
Manor, which looks set to 
become a regular fixture and 
The Open Championship at 
Royal Troon. 

"The Open was fantastic. I 
was introduced to Colin 
Montgomerie and his wife at 
the Association of Golf Writ-
ers' Dinner where I also met 
Jaime Patino again. The 
Open was also one of the sev-
eral occasions when I met 

our President, Viscount Whitelaw, during the 
course of the year. 

"I can honestly say I must have been the 
most envied greenkeeper in the country when 
I got to hold the famous old Claret Jug during 
our traditional photograph with the new 
Champion. Justin Leonard turned to me and 
said 'Get a grip of this' It's a moment I'll trea-
sure for a long time." 

Turning the first turf on Berkshire College's new training facility 

d i m i l brings to an end the Chairman-
ship of one of the busiest men ever to have 
donned the famous red blazer. 

If you are a member who has not encoun-
tered Pat Murphy during the last 12 months 
you must be one of the few, because there is 
no part of the country in which he has not set 
foot and few events which he has not been 
able to attend. 

"It has been a great honour to have been 
Chairman of BIGGA over the past year but I 
am genuinely exhausted and looking forward 
to a holiday next year," explained Pat. 

"There has been only one occasion during 
the entire year that I have had an uninter-
rupted three week spell at home. As well as all 
over Britain and Ireland I've been to Las Vegas, 
Sweden, Spain and Germany and can honestly 
say I've given 100% to the Association." 

Asked to select some of the highlights of his 
hectic year Pat mentions last year's BTME 
when he took over from Dean Cleaver as 
Chairman. 

"The most nervous I felt all year was when I 
chaired the National Education Conference on 
the Monday of BTME 
week and once I'd put 
on the Blazer it was 
just non-stop meetings 
and photographs." 

Hot on the heels of 
BTME was the GCSAA 
Conference and Show 
at Las Vegas where Pat 
got some inside infor-
mation on preparations 
for the Ryder Cup later 
in the year. 

"I was seated next to 
Jaime Patino, President 
of Valderrama, at the 
Gala Dinner and was 
most impressed when 
he told me that he was 
bringing in the QE2 to 
act as a floating hotel. 

"I also got the chance 
of attending a world heavyweight boxing 
match - the infamous one between Lennox 
Lewis and Oliver McCall, who broke down in 
tears and didn't want to fight." 

If he was already becoming accustomed to 
the good life this was added to by a luncheon 
on behalf of the AEA at the Savoy Hotel in 
London. 

"I was also particularly pleased to have been 

able to attend every Hayter Challenge 
Regional final in what was the last year of the 
Hayter sponsorship. Unfortunately it rained at 
most of them, which was a recurring theme all 
year. We are indebted to Kim Macfie and 
everyone at Hayter for their marvellous sup-
port over the last five years." 

The Hayter also had a connection with the 
saddest occasion Pat attended during the year. 



Another of Pat's duties was to present Hank-
ley Common's Ian McMillan with the second 
half of an unprecedented double. 

Ian had already been presented with the 
Toro Award for Excellence in Greenkeeping -
ironically the only event in the entire year 
which the Chairman was forced to miss -
when Pat travelled to Hankley Common to 
present him with the BIGGA Golf Environment 
Award, in association with Amazone and 
Rhone Poulenc. 

"It was a superb achievement and Ian was a 
worthy recipient of two excellent prizes in two 
magnificent competitions." 

One common denominator at every event 
Pat attended was the warmth of the welcome. 

"Everywhere I went, from Saltex, where I 
judged the stands, to the IOG Show in Dublin 
and Scotsturf in Edinburgh I was treated like a 
King and I can only thank everyone for their 
superb hospitality." 

Another stand out in an outstanding year 
was turning the first sod on the new Academy 
course at Berkshire College and the planting of 
a tree on the course. 

Overall, and looking back, Pat takes satisfac-
tion from the progress of the Association over 
the last 12 months. 

Receiving a Westurf memento from Richard Whyman 

"I'm delighted that we have now formed 
two new Sections in Northern Ireland and, 
having visited them on several occasions, I am 
sure that with the enthusiasm and talent avail-
able among the members they will both go 
from strength to strength." 

Another development over the last 12 
months has seen everything put in place for 
the building of BIGGA's new Headquarters. 

"I felt incredibly privileged last month to be 
the man to sign the piece of paper to confirm 
the purchase of the land at Aldwark Manor on 

The Open was one of several 
occasions Pat met up with 
Viscount Whitelaw 

which the new offices and training facility will 
be built. I'm looking forward to turning the 
first sod later this month," said Pat. 

"At the beginning of my year the two imme-
diate Past Chairmen, Barry Heaney and Dean 
Cleaver, tried to give me an idea of what to 
expect but, to be honest, nothing could really 
have prepared me for the year I have had. 

"I certainly couldn't have done it without 
the backing of Shipley Golf Club and I'm 
indebted to everyone at the club for their 
tremendous support over the last 12 months. 
Not only were they happy that I had whatever 
time off was required to give the Chairman-
ship 100%, members were also keen to know 
about some of the experiences I had." 

Another factor which enabled Pat to devote 
the necessary time was the work of his own 
team at Shipley. "I was always available on the 
end of a telephone but they have done a 
superb job and the course has been in excel-
lent condition all year," he said. 

During the year Pat has had constant 
involvement with Headquarter's staff and this 
reaffirmed his belief that the Association is 
extremely lucky to have the highly profes-
sional staff it does. 

"It all reflects well on the Association and I'd 
like to thank Neil and his team for all their 
help during the year." 

Gordon Child becomes the new National 
Chairman at BIGGA's AGM during BTME and 
Pat is sure he could not be handing over to a 
better man. 

"Gordon has been a superb ambassador for 
the Association, as Board Member and long 
time South West and South Wales Regional 
Administrator since the Association was 
formed and it is an honour he thoroughly 
deserves. I'm sure he will do an excellent job. I 
just hope he lasts the pace!" 

The Golf Environment competition: a big success Meeting up with BIGGA's Kubota Cup team at The Belfry 



A lab with letters after its name 
European Tiirfgrass 
Laboratories in Stirling is the 
only lab outside America to 
hold an A2LA certificate. 

European Turfgrass Laborato-
ries has become the first lab 

outside of the United States, and 
one of only five in total, to receive 
accreditation from the USGA. 

The Stirling-based lab was 
formed in 1996 out of a partner-
ship between three agronomy 
consultancies, Grass Technology 
International, Professional Sport-
sturf Design and McMillan-Shiels 
and it is run by a full time staff of 
three. 

The six directors of ETL, who 
are among the best known names 
in their respected fields, are John 
Souter, Eddie Connaughton, John 
Hacker and Mike Harbridge -
who also acts as Lab Manager, 
Jack McMillan and George Shiels. 

Prior to the setting up of the 
lab, each of the three companies 
was using a separate facility. 

"We used the labs at Myer-
scough College, George had his 
own lab as did GTI and we 

thought that we would benefit 
from pooling our resources," 
explained John Hacker, as we 
spoke in the lab based to the rear 
of Souter of Stirling's premises. 

"Although we are in competi-
tion as consultants, we've all been 
in the business a long time and 
hold each other in high esteem," 

"There is something to be 
gained by us all in having this 
independent facility. We are confi-
dent that it works effectively," he 
added. 

Lab Supervisor is Ann Murray 
who works with technicians, 
Audrey Mackintosh and Sharon 
Bruce. The equipment she already 
had from the GTI lab was pooled 
with that from George Shiel's own 
lab in Woking. 

"We now have two of every-

thing which enables us to do a 
whole lot more and we extended 
the premises quite a bit into a 
larger Portakabin than we had 
previously occupied," explained 
Ann. 

When the lab was started ETL 
contracted Neil Howard, whose 
initial PHD work established the 
USGA spec back in the '60s, and 
he came over from the States and 
worked with them for about ten 
days. He has since been retained 
by the lab as a consultant. 

"We decided to do this before 
we even went for the accredita-
tion because he would be able to 
give us a good idea of how close 
we were to the standard required 
and how much work we may 
have had to do," explained Ann. 

"What he did discover when he 
looked at our testing was that we 
were not that far out and that we 
were within the margin of error." 

The process involved in achiev-
ing the A2LA accreditation recog-
nised by the USGA is long and 
arduous and not a little expen-
sive. 

"We had to put together a qual-

ity manual which contains every-
thing about the company - where 
it came from, how it runs and 
details on all our testing proce-
dures," explained John. 

Once the application had been 
made, a date was given for an 
assessor from the States to visit 
the lab and this visit was made 
last March. 

"He looked into everything in 
great detail going through every 
file to check how the business ran 
and what we did. It was a full 
audit. 

"We had to perform certain 
tests for him and he even went so 
far as to ask how we knew the 
weight we dropped for the com-
paction test was three pounds. I 
told him that we had specified 
three pounds to the engineering 
company who had made it for us 
but he insisted we take it to bits 
and weigh it. Fortunately it was 
three pounds," said Ann. 

"We were happy with what we 
were doing but there is nothing 
like an external person to look at 
you to sharpen you up. Also, 
there were certain things we were 

REELMASTER® 6 5 0 0 - D & 6 7 0 0 - D 
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Ann Murray, centre, 

with Sharon Bruce, left 

and Audrey Macintosh 

doing to the British standard 
which weren't the same as the 
USGA so we had to change to the 
USGA so it would not to be listed 
as a deviation." 

The examination was certainly 
more thorough than Ann and her 
team had expected. 

"I didn't think it would be a 
cake walk but what we said at the 
end of the week was that they'll 
be coming back in two years to 

re-assess and we'll be ready for 
them then," said Ann. 

Perhaps the main difference 
between an accredited lab and 
one which isn't is not the q'uality 
of the results but in the recording 
of each stage in the process. 

"It is very important that there 
is a paper chase from the product 
coming in the door to the paper 
going out of the door and that it 
goes all the way through," 

explained John. 
"Other labs might be very simi-

lar but might not be able to back 
track a result the same way as we 
can." 

The day the confirmation of 
ETEs accreditation popped 
through the letter box was a great 
one indeed and grouped the lab -
alongside Brookside laboratories 
Inc, in Ohio; N.W. Hummel and 
Co, in New York; Thomas Turf 

Services Inc in Texas and Turf 
Diagnostic and Design in Kansas -
as the only five accredited USGA 
labs in the world. 

The benefits to the three share-
holding companies are great. 

"First of all Ann and her col-
leagues are keyed into what we 
want. When we ring up they 
know exactly what we are after. 
Also a few years ago if we had 
sent something to a lab it might 
have been a five or six week turn-
around. Here we can get them 
back within the week," said John. 

About 75% of the lab's work 
comes from the three sharehold-
ing companies with the rest com-
ing from other clients. 

They also take part in compara-
tive testing for universities in the 
United States including the West-
ern State testing programme and 
work for Pennsylvania State. 

"We see the results and can tell 
where our results fell within the 
band. You always want to be in 
the middle," laughed Ann. 

It is one of the few occasions the 
lab, which strives for excellence, 
would ever settle for mediocrity! 



Banquet 
goes into 

extra time! 
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Join us at 1 
The Harrogate 
International Centre, on Thursday, 
January 22, 1998 for an evening of 
top entertainment with funnyman Lee 
Hurst and the sensational Linda Nolan 
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BTME banquet, then 
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Don't miss out on a 
five-course meal, live 
band and fantastic 
entertainment, which 
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evening of fun! 

MAKE A DATE FOR THE EVENT OF '98! 



Preparation and 
detective work... 

Roland Taylor gives some advice on what 
to look out for in outdoor power 
equipment before committing pen to 
cheque book. 

With a "force six" howling round the 
machinery sheds and snow piling up on 

the fairways, now is an ideal time to do prepa-
ration and research into the equipment you 
are intending to buy come the spring sunshine. 

A visit to BTME at Harrogate presents an 
ideal opportunity to investigate what exactly is 
available. The basic components of equipment 
are often very similar - same engine and drive 
systems. However, there can be many subtle 
differences. These are often hidden from view 
and make a machine ahead of its competition. 
A good sales person, or enlightening leaflets, 
should promote these strongly. Where this is 
not the case, a little detective work can come 
up with some interesting, beneficial features 
and advantages. 

Let's take a look at outdoor power equip-
ment. Most of this type of machinery is hand-
held and often used for long periods of time. 
In the case of pumps these may have to be 
transported to sites. One common denomina-
tor in all this equipment is the power-to-
weight ratio. In recent years there have been 
considerable advances made in this area. New 
materials and engine configurations have 
resulted in increased power and performance, 
without the accompanying weight. 

Engine vibration is also critical. Modern 
machines will have built-in anti-vibration sys-
tems, but in order to keep levels to a mini-
mum, it is also necessary to regularly service 
all machinery and ensure blade systems are 
sharp and correctly balanced. Low noise levels 
are important. There are personal precautions 
to take including wearing ear protectors, but 
also remember that noisy equipment can pol-
lute the environment in which it is being oper-
ated. 

To sum up, what you need to be looking out 
for is high power output, low weight with min-
imal vibration and noise levels, plus a well-bal-
anced unit. 

Trimmers, brushcutters and clearing saws 
We need to identify the difference between 
these three machines. 

The first trimmer was built in a garage in 
Houston, Texas, belonging to George Ballas. 
His invention consisted of an electric lawn 
edger driving a tin can to which was fastened 
nylon fishing line. He called it "Weed Eater" 
and went on to sell millions throughout the 
world. There were soon plenty of competitive 
brands on the market. This type of machine is 
used mainly for cutting grass and is sold pre-



Preparation and detective work pay off 

dominantly in the domestic sector. The brush-
cutter and clearing saw evolved from forestry 
applications where they were used for cutting 
brush and later thinning and harvesting small 
trees. The major advantage of these units is 
the range of cutting heads that can be fitted, 
thus enabling them to be used on grass and 
scrub. From this, it can be seen that a brush-
cutter is the answer for a majority of readers. 
Stand a range of different branded brushcut-
ters in a line and you could be forgiven for 
thinking they had all been cloned. Don't be 
fooled, underneath those covers there could 
be a world of difference. This is what you 
want to find out before deciding which model 
has the qualities you require. 

To begin with, it is important to decide 
exactly what you are wanting to cut, as this 
will have a bearing on the size of engine. 
These start at around 25cc and go up to 
lOOcc. Unless you have a large amount of 
heavy work a 35cc engine is a good starting 
point. The drive shaft is subjected to high tor-
sion loads - ones manufactured from a solid, 
single piece of high-carbon steel are the best. 
The shaft is mounted in oillite rubber bushes 
that provide stabilising support and reduce 
the vibration. When it comes to a choice of 
handles, the cow-horn style gives better con-
trol of the machine. They make it easier to 
operate and are a "must' when using steel 
blades. 

As far as the cutting head is concerned, this 
will depend on the type of work to be carried 
out. Generally, around the course, a nylon line 
head is suitable for most grass applications. 
Using the correct thickness of nylon is impor-
tant as the wrong diameter will slow down 
the rotational speed. 

This reduces the cutting efficiency, increases 
the chances of growth becoming tangled 
round the head and places greater strain on 
the clutch and engine. There may be odd 
occasions when overgrown areas such as 
brambles, saplings and light brushwood need 
to be tackled. For this type of work, a brush-
cutter blade is needed. These resemble a cir-
cular saw and there is a choice of either 30, 
80 or 120 teeth - the more teeth the smoother 
the cut. All the cutting heads are interchange-
able. 

Chainsaws 
This is a piece of outdoor-power-equipment 
that many courses will not require. For any-
one contemplating buying one, there are a 
number of features that need to be taken into 
consideration. These are: 
• A combination of light weight and engine 
power. 
• It needs to be well-balanced to handle. 
• Is it easy to use with a fully built-in anti-
vibration system? 
• Does the exhaust direct heat, noise and 
fumes away from the operator when the saw 
is used at most working angles? 

• Can it be started easily and smoothly with-
out "snatch"? 
• How many rings does the piston have? Two 
give better compression, more power and 
longer life. 
• What type of crankshaft bearings are fitted, 
especially on the drive side? 
• Are they heavy-duty and oversized? 
• Does it have an automatic piston-driven 
chain oiler? 
• The length of guide bar and type of chain 

need to be matched to the average diameter 
of timber likely to be sawn. 

This will also determine the size of the 
power unit. There is no point in having a 
large powerful saw when for the majority of 
the time it is only being used for taking off 
branches. On the other hand, a small saw will 
not cut efficiently and excessive strain is 
placed on the power unit. 

Hedgecutters 
Again, they are not going to be required by 
every course. Most of the features that one 
should be looking for in a petrol driven 
hedgecutter are the same as those for a chain-
saw power unit. 

As far as blades are concerned, the type, 
length and height of the hedges are a good 
guide to which one to choose. 

Pumps 
When it comes to buying or hiring a pump, 
time can be saved and possible frustration 
later by preparing beforehand. 

If you have a particular application then the 
following information will be needed to 
match it to a suitable pump: 

What flow rate is needed? There may be 
times when you want to move water fast or at 
least keep ahead of any inflow. This is espe-
cially important when dealing with flooding. 
Is the suction going to be vertical and at what 
height will it be discharged? The length of 
pipe run will also be required. Pumps do not 
generate the same head and this has a consid-
erable effect on the flow. You may wish to 
transport the pump. If so, it will need a trolley 
or lifting frame to make this easier. Is it going 
to be handled by one person? In this case the 
overall weight will be important. Which is the 
most suitable power source for your particular 
requirements? The siting of a pump should be 
as close as possible to the source of water. 
Then it can be determined what lengths of 
hose and filters are going to be required. With 
all the above pieces of outdoor power equip-
ment there are some other general factors to 
be taken into account before deciding which 
one to buy. 

How long is the warranty when used pro-
fessionally? Often this is a different period to 
when the machine is used domestically. Check 
the availability of after-sales service, espe-
cially replacement parts. An exhibition like 
BTME presents an ideal opportunity to ask 
those pertinent questions and find out what 
really is beneath those covers. You can then 
match these to your specific requirements and 
decide whether it is worth seeing the machine 
perform on your site. The result of this type of 
exercise will considerably reduce the risk, 
long term, of ending up with a piece of out-
door equipment that fails to produce the 
results you expect. 

A little homework now can save a lot of 
frustration later. 



TORO 
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Time please, 
Gentlemen! 

If your BIGGA 
membership expires 
on 31 December or 
31 January, and you 

haven't received your 
membership renewal 

form, ring Janet 
Adamson now on 

01347 838581 

Make sure of your priority membership renewal today, 
otherwise you could be crying into your beer! 

Be the first to know, visit Stand C46 at Harrogate 
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DOES YOUR CLUB REQUIRE... 

NOW YOU CAN HAVE BOTH, IN ONE 
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Letters Address your letters to The Editor, Greenkeeper International, 
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF. You can also fax them to 
01347 838864 or e-mail them to general@bigga.demon.co.uk 

Chemical analysis results are 
just part of a bigger picture 
Jim Arthur, in his letter (Green-
keeper International, November) 
correctly drew attention to over-
fertilisation of golf greens and the 
dangers of uninformed soil chemi-
cal analysis. In medicine it is often 
said that "a little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing". This is also true 
in the case of phosphate analysis 
where there are two main tech-
niques in use by laboratories which 
both give "correct" results but 
whose figures often bear little rela-
tion to one another. The interpreta-
tion of such results therefore 
depends on having the knowledge 
of the analytical technique used 
and its implications. Part of the 
role of Agronomists is to help 
Greenkeepers through such traps 
in what is becoming an increas-
ingly technical profession. 

As I am quoted by Jim Arthur as 
saying that STRI no longer under-
takes routine analysis of soil sam-
ples as it tells us nothing, I feel 
that this should be set in context as 
the impression is created that 
analysis is never worthwhile, 
which is incorrect. 

The key word in the sentence 
quoted is "routine". At one time 
many clubs with soil-based greens 
having adequate nutrient content 
and stable pH sent samples of all 
18 greens to STRI each year for 
"routine analysis". In such cases 
the results told us nothing about 
management of the greens that we 
did not know already. However, 
this does not preclude soil analysis 
in problematic situations or on 
sand-based greens as Jim Arthur 
accepts. For example, an Agrono-
mist visiting a Club for the first 
time may need a baseline soil 
analysis for future reference or to 
reassure the Club that the potas-
sium and phosphate are already in 
abundance and that nitrogen-only 
fertiliser is needed. High sand con-
tent greens need constant monitor-
ing in order to prevent violent 
fluctuations, especially in pH 
which is sensitive to nitrogen 
source and rate. So there may be a 
variety of situations in which soil 
chemical analysis is appropriate, 
indeed Jim Arthur himself used to 
send samples to STRI for analysis 
from time to time. 

Therefore, the message is that 
for Greenkeepers and Agronomists, 

chemical analysis results are just 
part of a much bigger picture. Fer-
tiliser companies are trying to pro-
vide better products for 
Greenkeepers with commercial 
gain in mind and who can blame 
them for offering soil analysis as 
an additional service, gimmick or 
no! But it is incumbent on green-
keepers to ask difficult questions 
about analysis methods and their 
implications. If in doubt they 
should have samples tested by an 
independent laboratory and seek 
the advice of an Agronomist who 
can place the analysis results i.n the 
broader context. 
Dr P M Canaway 
Chief Executive 
STRI 

Restoration 
help wanted 
I write to enquire whether you 
might be able to help my son and 
I. My son, 13, is a keen engineer-
ing enthusiast and we are currently 
involved in the restoration of the 
engine from a piece of obsolete 
green keeping equipment kindly 
given to us by Hamish Brough, the 
greenkeeper at Broomieknowe 
Golf Course in Bonnyrigg, Midloth-
ian. 

The machine is a Ransomes 
Overgreen dating from the 1950s. 
The engine is running but is unfor-
tunately missing one or two parts 
which we would like to obtain. 

We have tried our local lawn 
mower specialists but without suc-
cess. I wonder if anyone who reads 
this letter might know of an old 
machine lying at the back of some 
shed on a golf course somewhere. 

If anyone can help they may con-
tact us at the telephone numbers. 

Thank you. 
Will iam D Hendry 
Bonnyrigg, Midlothian 
Tel: 0131 663 1785 or 0410 764 475 
or Fax: 0131 660 9671 

Fringe 
benefits 
The recent article about Valder-
rama (September issue) was quite 
informative and does, of course, 
bring about a reaction or two. 

Two remarks by Mr Patino in 
particular struck me, one about the 
professional nature of the green-
keeping business and the second 
about Pencross. 

The comparison of the approach 
towards the Golf Course Superin-
tendents in the US and the Course 
Manager elsewhere shows yet 
again, unfortunately, that the latter 
has not yet made much progress, 
so far at least, on this side of the 
Atlantic. Clubs in Europe have still 
not got the important message that 
greenkeeping should be, and has 
to be, regarded as a highly profes-
sional and well respected profes-
sion. As soon as the overall 
at t i tude towards greenkeeping 
staff changes for the better, the 
general atmosphere and, therefore 
the level of maintenance of golf 
courses, will improve. 

There is definitely a genuine 
relationship between the two. It is 
not magic - the nature of the game 
is common sense and respect. 
Greenkeeping staff are not on golf 
courses to be treated like clay 
pigeons to be shot at. They are 
there to do a very dedicated, pro-
fessional and highly important job. 

The end of the century is coming 
up fast. Now is the time to become 
really sensible about this much dis-
cussed subject. It is not too late yet 
to treat it in a well mannered and 
mature way. A new era within 
greenkeeping will hopefully make 
a good start into the new mille-
nium. 

On the matter of Pencross. This 
wonderfu l grass has kept many 
people awake, especially at night 
time over the years. 

I do agree with Mr Patino when 
he remarks about the side-effects 
of this grass. 

There are still people who wish 
to simply copy pictures they either 
see on TV or in reality at certain 
"dream courses". 

There is no secret that in a coun-
try not far f rom the UK excellent 
greens have been produced with-
out the need to use a grass like 
Pencross. 

There is absolutely no need to 
choose to go the hard way in 
Europe. We definitely can live 
without Pencross very happily. 
Frederick Ten Hage 
The Netherlands 

ENKEEPER 

Usually the spotlight falls on the 
Course Manager or Head 
Greenkeeper at a Club. Now It 
is the turn of those whose work 
often goes unheralded to star... 

Name: Steve Panting 
Club: Thornbury GC 
Position: Student 

Assistant 
Greenkeeper 

Age: 41 

1. How long have you 
been a greenkeeper? 
Two years 

2. What education are 
you currently 
undertaking? 
HND Golf Course 
Management and NVQ 1+2 

3. Which one task do 
you most enjoy doing? 
Mowing Tees 

4. Which one task do 
you most dislike 
doing? 
None 

5. What job other 
than greenkeeping 
might you have ended 
up doing? 
Prior to becoming a 
greenkeeper I was a 
qualified nurse 

6. Who has been the 
biggest influence on 
your career? 
Robin Greaves, Head 
Greenkeeper Thornbury 
GC 

7. What would you do 
to improve the life of a 
greenkeeper? 
Improve recognition of the 
greenkeeper's knowledge 
and skills and improve 
facilities (mess room etc) 

8. What are your 
hobbies? 
Golf, reading, gardening 
and football 

9. What do you get out 
of BIGGA? 
Education on the art of 
greenkeeping 

10. What do you hope 
to be doing in 10 
years time? 
Head Greenkeeper 

mailto:general@bigga.demon.co.uk


ELMWOOD 
CREATES THE 
REAL THING 

Scott MacCallum travelled back to his 
home town in Scotland to see the new 
golf course which is going to give 
Elmwood College students the experience 
of training on a live course. 

An oft heard criticism of greenkeeping col-
leges has been that it is all well and good 

training full time students in the ways of the 
job but they don't start learning properly until 
they're out there doing it on a live golf course 
when doing it right first time really matters. 

In response, and to enhance their positions 
in what was become an increasingly competi-
tive environment, several colleges have built 
their own golf courses. Among these has been 
Elmwood, in Cupar, Fife, which recently 
opened its new 18 hole course to the public. 

"Any golfer coming to play Elmwood will see 
a lot more bodies working on the course than 
is normally the case. Hopefully, though, there 
won't be a whole class of them standing in the 
way," laughed Carol Borthwick, Head of the 
Greenkeeping Section. 

"When they are working they should be 
spread out but there may be occasions when a 
lecturer is doing a theory subject and there 
may be 16 of them together. 

"We will have an information board on the 
1st tee so golfers will know what to expect and 
what the students might be doing. Our leaflet 
also says "Watch out for the green overall 
brigade!' 

"It should be a learning experience for the 
golfers, too, because by telling them what we 
are doing, and why, they will pick up a bit 
about the greenkeeping side of the game." 

The idea of Elmwood building its own golf 
course had been talked about for some time 
but it became more of a realistic proposition 
about four years ago. 

"Basically greenkeeping has become very 
important to us and the previous Principal 
decided that it was going to be the showcase 

On course: Ian Hume, Michael Bonallack, Robert Burns and Stuart McDowall 

for the college. In order to fulfil that it was 
important that we had a working golf course," 
explained Carol. 

Initially they looked at a nine holer but the 
Scottish Office is currently encouraging col-
leges to look at commercial activities and the 
viability of having 18 holes stood out as the 
better way of making money for the college as 
well as providing an excellent training 
resource for the students. 

The land, to the west of Cupar, had previ-
ously been farmland owned by the college and 
the ultimate decision to go ahead was made 
easier by the college diversifying into game 
keeping and small animal training and as a 
result not needing so much room. 

The new course was laid out by John 

Salvesen of the R&A and John Quinn, previ-
ously of Alva Golf Club, was brought in as 
Course Manager from day one. 

Work began in June '95 and the course was 
playable in August '97, with the official open-
ing due to be held in May this year. 

'John runs the golf course and is also heavily 
involved in training. He has five staff, three of 
whom are permanent and trained to supervi-
sory level and the other three are on schemes 
of some description," said Carol. 

"Those who are involved in training and 
assessing during the academic season revert to 
pure greenkeeping during the summer when the 
college is in recess. However/we do have the 
potential to take on students in the summer." 

Asked the vexed question that, "as the 



'We have somewhere in the region of three 
times the amount of equipment the average 
18 hole course would have' 

course is a training facility, won't there be 
areas which are not quite up to scratch 
because they had been worked on by someone 
who is learning a particular task?" Carol is 
upbeat. 

"We are hoping that the golfers really don't 
notice - that's our plan. The staff will be 
watching over what the students are doing 
and hopefully there won't be too many mis-
takes and problems," she said, while pointing 
out that most golf clubs employ younger 
greenkeepers who learn on the job. 

She is also aware of the criticism levelled at 
full time college courses about students gain-
ing qualifications but not knowing one end of 
a mower from the other. 

"We've always had a training facility at Elm-
wood in the past but, now that we have a real 
live course with real live golfers and students 
who will be using state-of-the-art equipment, 
that criticism is completely invalid." 

On the subject of equipment the college put 
the contract for that and the irrigation system 
out to tender and in both cases Toro came out 
on top. 

"We have somewhere in the region of three 
times the amount of equipment the average 18 
hole course would have - not right across the 
board but, for example, we have a lot more 
pedestrian mowers," explained Carol, who 
revealed that the total cost on machinery was 
around £300,000. 

"In future, once we have settled in, we'd like 
to get a permanently manned workshop and 
give students hands-on experience but at the 
moment we are avoiding this because of the 
problem of warranties and the importance of 
having the machines running." 

Elmwood's Greenkeeping Sec-
tion moved out of the college 
buildings into its own self-con-
tained unit on an old farm site in 
'95 and this, together with the 
new course, has totally changed 
the way Carol and her colleagues 
operate. 

"It's like chalk and cheese and it 
really makes us wonder how we 
ever managed before. 

"Last year we had 398 green-
keepers but trying to put that 
number through a three hole 
training facility wasn't easy. Now 
we have no problems at all. It also 
means that they are not doing jobs 
for the sake of doing them. 

"The students are involved in a 
real project as opposed to some-
thing which might be ripped out 
when they go away or re-done 
with the next group. Everything is 
new and permanent and I think 
that gives the students a bit more 
satisfaction." 

One complication which Elm-
wood has addressed is when John 

Quinn wants to do something at a particular 
time because it is right for the golf course but 
the students are required to learn something 
else. 

"We try to dovetail as best we can but if a 
job needs doing, like hollow coring or top 
dressing, it will be all hands to the pump and 
it doesn't matter what else is on the time table 
that week. 

"The key time is when we have block release 
students who have to do scarifying in Decem-
ber because that's when they are in. It doesn't 
happen often but when it does we will use the 
practice area or go back to the three holes at 
the college." 

The first rounds of the course were played 
on August 2 last year and there could scarcely 
have been a more distinguished group of 
guinea pigs. They included R&A Captain, Har-
vey Douglas; R&A Secretary, Michael Bonal-
lack, the architect, John Salvesen, and the 
Chairman of the GTC, Bob McLaren. 

They reported back that the greens, tees and 
fairways were of an extremely high quality but 
that the fairways were a bit tight and the semi 
rough not quite wide enough. 

"Because the course is on good farmland the 
rough grows quickly so when we arrived for 
the first day the rough was a bit of a jungle. 
We are working on refining the landing areas 
over the winter. 

"We have planted around 9000 trees and the 
course is more undulating than you think 
when you are playing around it. There are 
some excellent views as you play around the 
course." 

The college, which is one of the biggest 

employers in Cupar, hopes the course will 
bring a few more golfers into the town, which 
currently boasts a golf club claiming the oldest 
nine hole course in the world and, incidentally 
the course on which your Editor learned, after 
a fashion, to play golf. 

One of the other benefits of the golf course 
is that it will get students into the way of a 
greenkeeping life. 

"With our agriculture courses students had 
to get up at six o'clock and do the milking 
because the cows couldn't wait. We'll be in a 
similar situation as the golf course will need to 
be presented for play each day in its life. We 
shall perhaps operate a rota system so stu-
dents will have to come in early or work at the 
weekend. They will get a flavour of what they 
are going to get in real life," explained Carol. 

The onus is on the golf course, which hope-
fully in time will form its own club to enable 
members to gain handicaps and break even 
financially. 

"Money is going to be the crucial thing in 
the next few years. Other areas of the college 
don't make money so the plan is that the 
course will be profit making... but not huge," 
she said, admitting that she now had two 
focusses - to ensure that students pass with 
flying colours and also that the course makes 
money. 

"The course is something which will 
enhance Elmwood's reputation as a college to 
which students want to come and we want to 
be able to say to those students come to Elm-
wood and you can train on a real live golf 
course. It will help us retain our position at the 
top of the market." 



Put a mobile phone in your life - compliments of BT and BIGGA 

Mobile revolution 
With over 2.7 million users in 
the UK alone, the mobile 
phone has become a familiar 
part of our working and social 
lives. HOWARD GRAY looks at 
the reasons behind the rise 
and rise of this unique 
technology. 

Few modern technologies have 
had such a significant impact 

on working life as the mobile 
phone. Once the ultimate execu-
tive icon of the eighties, the 
mobile has quickly made the jour-
ney from status symbol to essen-
tial tool of business for anyone 

whose work takes them out and 
about. 

Statistics confirm just how pop-
ular mobiles have become since 
the launch of the cellular service 
in 1985. At the end of its first 
year in business, Cellnet (one of 
the two main network operators) 

had just 25,000 customers -
today, it has over 2.7 million. 
Across all the UK cellular net-
works, there are currently around 
8 million digital and analogue 
mobile phone users, with over 12 
million forecast by the year 2000. 

What are the reasons behind < 



M A S C O T 
Microfine Mini Max 2 5 - 5 - 1 0 

FINE TURF ERTILIZERS 

These latest high technology 
products are just part of the 
choice from Rigby Taylor to 
help you advance the game for 

your members. 

Microfine MicroMax fertilizer 
provides rapid green up and 

sustained release over 2 to 3 
months without disruption to the 

playing surface. 
This treatment may be followed 

by one of the revolutionary 
Microflow slow release liquid 

fertilizers to complete a successful 
seasons feeding programme. 

* Bastion T knocks out those small 
leaved weeds that are difficult to 

control on bowls greens including 
slender speedwell and yellow suckling 

clover whilst *Rimidin is a fast, 
reliable and long lasting fungicide that 

provides powerful preventative 
and curative action in 

the fight against 
fusarium. 

Cms 0800 424919 T a v f o f 
A GROWING FORCE IN LEISURE 

Rigby Taylor Ltd, Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lanes BL1 4AE *T
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"11 1 * 1 i j • In association with Mobile revolution B T r 
'You can ensure that you'll never miss an 
important message - even when you are out 
and about on the golf course' 

,8 this boom? Firstly, with the grow-
ing trend towards mobility in the 
workplace, the advantages of 
improved contactability are clear; 
staying in touch when on the 
move can have a significant effect 
on productivity, time manage-
ment and customer service. Peo-
ple like yourself, who work out in 
the field can get on with their 
work and respond quickly to 
requests without having to keep 
returning to base to pick up mes-
sages. Getting the information 
you need, where and when you 
need it, results in better decision 
making and less wasted journeys 
- as well as better management 
control. These are the bottom-line 
benefits that no busy person can 
afford to ignore. 

The last decade has also been 
one of technological innovation. 
The breakthroughs that have con-
tributed most to rising market 
demand are new digital technol-
ogy and the development of more 
advanced handsets. 

Analogue was the cellular tech-
nology of the day in 1985, but the 
more recent digital service has 
quickly become the preferred 
choice for many (especially busi-
ness) users, as it offers major ben-
efits such as superior call quality 
and security, and access to a 
range of network services such as 
digital Mobile Data (ie sending 
and receiving data and faxes via 

your mobile phone). 
Digital also allows you to use 

your phone when abroad, in 
countries where the UK mobile 
operator has a 'roaming' agree-
ment with a foreign digital (GSM) 
network. So for example, BT 
Mobile customers connected to 
Cellnet's digital service can cur-
rently make and receive calls in 
over 70 countries around the 
globe. 

With around eight million inter-
national business trips now made 
every year from the UK, this 
roaming facility is widely popular 
with those in the tourist and 
leisure industry in particular, as 
well as a growing number of holi-
daymakers. If you're staying in a 
hotel abroad, your mobile can 
actually save you money - recent 
research commissioned by Cellnet 
shows that it is cheaper to phone 
the UK from your GSM mobile 
than from a hotel phone in 10 out 
of 11 countries surveyed. 

Handsets themselves have 
come a long way from the chunky 
models of a few years ago. 
Thanks to advances in microchip 
and battery technology, most 
modern mobiles are small and 
light enough to comfortably carry 
around in your pocket, and have 
a range of features unthinkable 
just a few years ago. Most models 
offer a range of accessories, such 
as hands-free car kits which allow 

you to use your mobile safely 
while driving. 

Recent developments such as 
the Nokia 9000 Communicator 
have taken handsets a quantum 
leap forward by combining a 
mobile phone and data terminal 
in one compact unit. 

However, anybody with a digi-
tal mobile can use the service by 
connecting their phone, via a 
credit-card sized data/fax card, to 
a laptop PC. Users are able to 
connect, to transmit and receive 

e-mail, faxes and short text (SMS) 
messages from remote locations, 
as easily as if they were sitting at 
their desks. 

Another popular network ser-
vice is cellular messaging. Ser-
vices like Cellnet Callback can be 
easily activated on your mobile 
and will answer and record all 
your calls when you're not able 
to, or when your phone is 
switched off. In this way you can 
ensure that you'll never miss an 
important message from a col-
league or friend, and that you'll 
remain contactable throughout 
the day - even when you are out 
and about on the golf course. 

Other factors too have con-
tributed to the expansion of cellu-
lar usage. In real terms, the cost 
of buying and running a mobile 
has fallen dramatically since 
1985. At the same time, tariffs -
such as BT's Regular Caller Busi-
ness tariff - have opened up 
mobile phone ownership to a 
much wider audience, allowing a 
cost-efficient way of being able to 
stay in touch. 

Security is, high on many peo-
ple's list of good reasons to own a 
mobile, when travelling alone 
(perhaps at night) or when you 
are out on the golf course, a 
mobile is a reassuring link with 
the outside world. 

• To put a mobile phone in your 
life, please see the special offer from 
BT enclosed with this magazine. 



When asked 
9 out of 10 Greens 

said their Grass 
Preferred It 
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Rain Bird 

Leading by Example 

HEAD OFFICE 
MIDLANDS 
NORTHERN 
SCOTLAND 

01460 241939 
01789 414604 
01924 453102 

0131 220 2102 

VISIT US AT BTME <98 STAND A5 AD 
REF 
360 

Maxicrop international Ltd, weldon Road, 
Corby, Northants, NN17 5US, UK 

Tel: 01536 402182 Fax: 01536 204254 
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BRINGS YOUR 
SOIL BACKTO 

N A T U R A L L Y 
ealthy grass, trees and plants need a 
healthy soil. So you need ALS Premier 
Bio-Organic Fertilisers. 

Containing essential long-lasting micro-
organisms and trace elements ALS Premier 
Bio-Organic Fertilisers promote stronger 
root development and greater resistance 
to disease. 

ALS Premier Bio-Organics. The natural 
solution to your turf care and soil problems 

spreader 

Amenity Land Services, 
Long Lane, Wellington, Telford, Shropshire TF6 6HA 

Tel: 01952 641949 Fax: 01952 247369 

no leaching! 

Hunter Golf Rotors feature Check-O-Matic, N.O. Hydraulic or 
AD Electric Valve-in-Head with Pressure Regulation »Adjustable Arcs or _ . A _ _ R E F Q Q Q l i e a t A 9 R 
397 Full Circle • PureFlow™ Valve System • Five-Year Warranty 

Hmitei The Irrigation Innovators 

FOR TEES, GREENS 
AND FAIRWAYS 

LT 700/750 LT 500/550 LT 600/650 

Sports Ground Irrigation Co. 01858-463153 
Autoflow Systems 01603-759701 
I.S.S. Aquaturf Systems 01722-412510 
Irrigation Scotland Ltd 0131 -333-5495 



THE WORLD'S FAVOURITE WATER 
MANAGEMENT PRODUCTS 
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THE RIGHT PRODUCTS, 
IN THE RIGHT SITUATIONS, 

FOR THE RIGHT REASONS 



WHAT YOU SAY 
ABOUT THE PRIMER 604 

•i'MM 
/ / / 

AND THERE ARE MANY, MANY MORE 
Please let us know how you are getting along with all our products 

"It is the best wett ing 
agent I have ever used" 

John Wells 
Brocket Hall Golf Club 

"Using on a monthly programme 
we were del ighted with the j 

results. We wil l use Primer 604 K 
again next year" 
Head Greenkeeper 

Sherwood Forest Golf Club 

"Primer 604 has greatly reduced 
labour costs due to less hand 

watering and has reduced the dry * 
patch on the greens" 

Ken Barber, Course Manager 
East Sussex National Golf Club 

"It Is the fewrt watting 
•gemt I hav® mmr umë' 

Mr J Wells 
Brocket Hall Golf Cluiy 

"Very easy to apply -
the best wett ing agent used 

on sand based greens" 
Adrian Porter 

Greetham Valley Golf Club 

' " I n o n l y h a l f a s e a s o n s u s a g e , 
I h a v e n o t i c e d m a r k e d 

r e d u c t i o n s in m y d r y p a t c h . I 
w o u l d h i g h l y r e c o m m e n d 

P r i m e r 6 0 4 " 
Paul Crouch 

Puttenham Golf Club 

"That best watting agant 
on the market; I found! It tkxss 

what it promise»* 
Head 6re«nkeeper 

Erewash Valley Golf Club 

* 

"We have had excellent results 
f rom Primer 604 during our 

summer spraying programme or 
both the championship and 

Burnside courses. It outperforms 
all previously used products" 
John Philp, Links Superintendent, 

Carnoustie Golf Links 

"Vmy amy to apply -
the bast wstWssg agent 

I 
/ p^n j j » . 

/ Âdrian/Porter / 
Sr^feîhW Valley Soif Club I 

"The best 
wett ing agent 

on the market; I found it 
does w h a t it promises" 

Head Greenkeeper 
Erewash Valley Golf Club 

W r I have found Primer 604 easy 
to apply with no water ing in 

k even after one appl icat ion" 
Mr Finlay 

Port Stewart Golf Club 

"In only half a seasons usage, I l 
have noticed marked reductions / 
in my dry patch. I w o u l d highly ^ 

recommend Primer 604" 
Paul Crouch 

Puttenham Golf Club 

3*»**" "Since I started using V 
Primer 604, I now have 100% grass 1 

cover on all greens after many years J 
of dry patch problems I said I'd J 

want my money back if it didn't work; 
I 'm not asking for a penny" 
Jim Paton, Head Greenkeeper 

West Kilbride Golf Club 

"My greens this year are 
much better after using 

'rimer 604. The dry patch has 
been reduced by 7 5 % " 

Frank Kempster 
Course Superintendent 

Glen Gorse Golf Club 

I "Drought conditions ^ 
are a th ing of the past and 
dry patch problems are no 

more thanks to Primer 604" 

, Chris Pearson, 
\ Head Greenkeeper 

Murcar Golf Club "After applying Primer 604 
there was a remarkable 

improvement in the 
greens" 

Head Greenkeeper 
Ansty Golf Club 







WE'VE GOT THE FACTS YOU NEED 
AND WE WILL COME AND 

SHOW THEM TO YOU 

Matrix Flow Soil Surfactant 

The Ultimate Programme Applied 
Matrix Flow Soil Surfactant 

For Total Soil Water Management 

1 
VC 

Localised Treatment 
Soil Surfactant - For Rapid 

Recovery of Existing Problems 

Wide Area Soil Penetrant 
- For Rapid Water Penetration 

These Products are tried and tested throughout the world and the evidence 
shows you that: 

1. Water management in turf goes beyond irrigation and dry patch. 

2. Your course needs different products to meet different needs. 

3. Not all surfactants are the same. 

4. Effective management of your water resources is central to all turf 
maintenance. 

5. Uniform quality turf is encouraged if you use soil surfactants. 

So, if you would like to hear and see for yourself how all this applies to your 
situation ask for our roadshow to visit you. Fill in the form opposite and send 
back to us FREEPOST and we will make the necessary arrangements. 



NAME 

CLUB 

ADDRESS 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE 

PHONE 

THESE DATES SUIT ME 

BIGGA 
GOLDEN KEY 
CIRCLE 

Cut out this page 
and send FREEPOST to: 

Supaturf 
Supaturf Products Ltd 
FREEPOST LE5675 
Amenity House 
2 Maizefield, Hinckley 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
LE10 0BR 

Phone: 01455 234677 
Fax: 01455 234714 
24 Hours Information On-Line: 
0800 435291 

*Only currently available in English in the UK. 
For other Countries please contact the relevant distributor listed on page 8 of this advert. 

THE 1998 WATER MANAGEMENT 
"HAVE WE GOT FACTS FOR YOU" 

ROADSHOW* 
I WANT TO SEE THIS! 
PLEASE SEND DETAILS TO: 



Manufactured and Distributed 
throughout Europe by Supaturf 
Products* 

SUPATURF UK DISTRIBUTORS 

R AITKEN SEEDSMEN LIMITED 
123 Harmony Row, Govan 
Glasgow, G51 3NB, Scotland 
Tel: 0141 440 0033 
Fax: 0141 440 2744 

AITKEN SPORTSTURF LIMITED 
Unit 18, Moorlane Industrial Estate 
Moor Lane, Sherburn in Elmet 
North Yorkshire, LS25 6DX 
Tel: 01977 681155 
Fax: 01977 684636 

AVONCROP AMENITY PRODUCTS 
Northfield, Station Road, Sandford 
Winscombe, North Somerset BS25 5NX 
Tel: 01934 820868 
Fax: 01934 820546 

AVONCROP AMENITY PRODUCTS 
Eastern Road, Bracknell 
Berkshire, RG12 2UP 
Tel: 01344 426600 
Fax: 01344 428628 

COLLIER TURF CARE DISTRIBUTORS LIMITED 
Drury Square, Beeston 
Kings Lynn, Norfolk, PE32 2NA 
Tel: 01328 700600 
Fax: 01328 700605 

JOHN LINDSAY PROFESSIONAL SPORTSTURF 
2 Cam Court Road, Portadown 
Co Armagh, BT63 5YX 
Tel: 01762 339229 
Fax: 01762 339229 

SUPATURF'S EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTORS 
OF WATER MANAGEMENT PRODUCTS 

Golf Trading 
Strandvagen 9A 8 
65100 Vaasa, Finland 
Tel: 00 35 863 12 1742 
Fax: 00 35 863 12 1726 

Plantco 
Zl des Piniers BP32, 
86320 Lussac-Les-Chateaux, France 
Tel: 00 33 549 84 58 30 
Fax: 00 33 549 84 58 31 

Optimax Saatenvertriebs GmbH 
Schillerstrasse 11, D-72144 
Dusslingen 
Germany 
Tel: 00 49 70 72 6250/6350 
Fax: 00 49 70 72 4883 

P Mavrogeorges & Co EE 
13 Liosion Str, 10438 Athens, 
Greece 
Tel: 00 30 1 52 43233/52 26527 
Fax: 00 30 1 52 48283 

Radverk ehf ProGrass BV 
Markartlot 39, 210 Gardabaer, Postbus419, NL-3850, AK, Ermelo, 
Iceland Netherlands 
Tel: 00 35 45 88 0665 Tel: 00 31 34 15 60790 
Fax: 00 35 45 88 7785 Fax: 00 31 34 15 53151 

Cropcare Irrigolf Lda Supaturf Products Limited's 
Knockrobin, Willowgrove, Delgany Rua Ary Dos Santos, European Sales Office & 
Co Wicklow, Republic of Ireland N.7 Quinta Do Figo Maduro, Distribution Centre 
Tel: 00 35 31 287 4485 2685 Prior Velho, Lisboa, Portugal 
Fax: 00 35 31 287 1249 Tel: 00 35 119 42 04 05 Supaturf Sports 

Fax: 00 35 119 41 04 81 BLD Leopold II Laan 220, 
Tempoverde srl B-1081 Brussels 
Via San Francesca di Sales, Kikuyu Belgium 
10022 Carmagnola (TO), Italy C/Fuente, 57 - 29690 Casares Tel: 00 32 24 11 47 90 
Tel: 00 39 11 971 11 23 Malaga, Spain Fax: 00 32 24 11 48 78 
Fax: 00 39 11 972 34 20 Tel/Fax: 00 34 52 89 5007 

Effar Sport Svensk Jordelit ab 
56 Rue Principale, L-5241 Huvlid Ronter Box 230, 
Sandweiler 43123 Molndal 
Luxembourg Sweden 
Tel: 00 35 235 71 73 Tel: 00 46 31 87 70 70 
Fax: 00 35 235 79 50 Fax: 00 46 31 87 87 98 / 

Supaturf Products Ltd 
Amenity House 
2 Maizefield, 
Hinckley, LE10 1YF 
Phone: 01455 234677 
Fax: 01455 234714 
24 Hours Information On-Line 0800 435291 

Supaturf 
SPORTS & AMENITY PRODUCTS 

*Primer 604, AquaDoc and InfilTRx are registered trade marks of The Aquatrols Corporation of America. All Supaturf water management products are 
formulated by The Aquatrols Corporation of America and are manufactured and marketed within Europe by Supaturf Products Ltd. 

DCM 
Fortsesteenweg 30 -
2860 St Katelijne Waver - Belgium 
Tel: 00 32 15 31 22 57 
Fax: 00 32 15 31 36 15 

M & M TerraCottem Trading Ltd 
PO Box 8333, 39D Gropius Str 
Limassol, Cyprus 
Tel: 00 35 75 73 45 00 
Fax: 00 35 75 73 46 00 

Turf Management 
Dolni Lanov 220, 543 41 Lanov 
Republic of Czechoslovakia 
Tel: 00 42 0438 32254 
Fax: 00 42 0438 32254 



S u p p o r t e d by o n e of t h e largest 
f ocus sed tu r fg rass r e sea rch organisa-
t ions in t h e wor ld , Scotts is a l ead ing 
m a n u f a c t u r e r of con t ro l l ed release, 
s low re lease and w a t e r so luble 
fert i l izers. N e w t echno log ies have 
b e e n c rea t ed and appl ied to a r ange 
tha t has r e d e f i n e d t h e indus t ry 
s tandard for consistency, p e r f o r m a n c e 
and reliability, w h a t e v e r t h e type of 
golf course . 

F rom l o w m a i n t e n a n c e l inks and 
h e a t h l a n d to heavy w e a r pa rk land 
and h igh i n p u t USGA spec i f ica t ion 
courses , Scotts have t h e f o r m u l a fo r 

o p t i m u m turf c o n d i t i o n - w h a t e v e r 
t h e season, w h a t e v e r t h e budge t . 

And w e ' r e n o t just a b o u t fert i l izers. 
Scotts m a n u f a c t u r e a r ange of 
qual i ty s p r e a d e r s led by t he R-8A 
Profess ional Rotary w i t h t h e 
exclusive Helical Cone™ regulator . 
Accura te and even app l ica t ion is 
gua ran t eed . 

Add to t he se turf p r o d u c t s t h e 
serv ices w e offer , i nc lud ing f r e e soil 
analysis a n d fer t i l izer p r o g r a m m e 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , a n d you have t h e 
c o m p l e t e package. 

That ' s t he Scotts Di f fe rence . 

Sierrablen 
A range of 10 controlled release 
fertilizers incorporating Scotts 
unique resin and Poly S coating 
technologies in a choice of 
analysis, granule size and longevity 
to provide sustained growth, 
recovery and colour f rom 3 to 9 
months. 

Sierraform 
A range of six slow release 
fertilizers incorporating Scotts 
unique methylene urea technology 
in homogeneous, mini-granular 
form providing quick granule 
breakdown and consistent growth 
without flushes, over a 6 to 8 week 
period. 

Sierrasol 
A range of 4 water soluble 
fertilizers incorporating high 
nutrient content analysis with trace 
elements and with or without 
soluble seaweed. 

PARKLAND LINKS 

HEATHLAND 
The Scotts Difference 

USGA SPEC. 
Scotts Turf & Amenity 

Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane, Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. 
Telephone: (0870) 6039146 

® registered trademark of The Scotts Company, Scotts-Sierra Horticultural Products Company ond Subsidiaries 
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Whatever your type of course 

Scotts can figure it out 



GREEN 
FINGERS 
by IAN DAIR 

Ibet Bob Taylor is regretting 

what he said in the November 
issue of Greenkeeper International 
In writing about the winners of 
the BIGGA Golf Environment 
Competition, Bob described fellow 
judge Keith Duff as "one of the 
seemingly few golfing conserva-
tionists" 

The Royal Mail have made a 
bomb on stamps as letters of 
protest and denial have hurled 
through Bob's letter box. 

I play regularly with a nature 
conservationist and he isn't Keith 
Duff. This chap can tell what bird 
is singing, invisible in a far away 
tree. He often picks up snails 
(they're like that, nature conserva-
tionists) and identifies, them. 
Funny, most snails seem to be 
unnamed. He once, got very 
excited by a black dot in the sky . 
A rare Pomarine Skua (so rare it's 
not in my bird book). I believe 
him - golfers always tell the truth. 

Most golfers wouldn't claim this 
depth and breadth of knowledge, 
even if they had it. But most 
appreciate, in a general way, the 
wildlife that surrounds them as 
they go round their course. And 
this is my point. Every golf course 
plays its part in conservation. 
While I must applaud the BIGGA 
Golf Environment Competition, I 
wouldn't like it to be taken that 
the runners up, or even the 
courses that didn't enter, are 
somehow unimportant. 

Imagine a visitor from outer 
space cruising at three thousand 
feet in his spaceship. Spread out 
below is the countryside. A collec-
tion of colours. Black for roads, 
red for roofs, yellow for oil seed 
rape, blue for flax, dirty brown for 
set-aside. Where is the. green and 
pleasant land? Ah, there. Standing 
out proudly as the last guardian of 
woods, meadows, ponds and long 
grass is - the golf course. 

Every golf course is a conserva-
tion area. Courses old and new 
are green fingers in a land which 
is increasingly hostile to wildlife. 
If it's not already under brick and 
concrete it soon will be. Or if it 
isn't built on, it will either be 
under-managed and neglected or 
intensely over-managed eg. an 
arable field ploughed and treated 

several times a year with chemi-
cals. Compared to this golf 
courses are permanently stable, 
low-input environments where 
wildlife has a chance. Courses 
make up about 0.7% of Great 
Britain's 22 million hectares. Not 
much? It's double that of the 
RSPB's reserves And over four 
times the area of country parks. 

But you greenkeepers know all 
this because you went on one of 
BIGGA's environmental courses or 
you've got the books (if you 
haven't, contact Aldwark Manor 
right away) or you've read about 
it in this magazine. Amid the 
enthusiasm I want to mention a 
word of caution. You might find 
this hard to believe, given all that 
has been said and written in its 
favour. Yet there are people who 
are anti-conservation. Sometimes, 
it's the conservationists who are 
their own worst enemies. I recall a 
seminar at Aldwark where a 
course designer was moaning 
about the difficulties of course 
building in Germany. There, the 
local conservationists tried to 
insist on green sand in the 
bunkers, to blend in better with 
the landscape. Then, there's the 
opposition right in our camp. I 
was at the First World Scientific 
Congress of Golf at St Andrews 
when a really, really famous 
American course architect 
described conservationists as 
being like water melons - green on 
the outside and red on the inside. 

There are prejudiced and igno-
rant folk in all walks of life, 
although a higher than average 
percentage seem to make their 
way onto golf club committees. 
Them aside, I acknowledge that 
all golfers are not conservationists 
and all conservationists are not 
golfers - Bob Taylor was right 
there. But every greenkeeper, 
however humble his or her course, 
is a conservationist, an environ-
mental manager looking after one 
of the few bits of the countryside 
which are green, wildlife-friendly 
and accessible to people, whether 
or not they have time to look up 
from the golf ball and smell the 
flowers. You may not have won an 
award from BIGGA this time 
round, but you get one from me 

Impossible? No -
.. .for a limited period only, 

Kubota Contract Choice is offering 
a special deal on the best-selling 

Kubota Grandel tractors. 

INCLUDING: 
A set of Golf Wheels 

(in lieu of standard tyres) 

Buy now and you won't pay a penny until 
April. But you will free up your capital, 

protect your cash flow, without upsetting 
existing budgets and get Grandel 

performance immediately. 

Talk to Kubota at BTME on stand AI4 
or phone the Credit Helpline now. 

0345 585429 
Kubota (UK) Limited, Dormer Road, Thame, Oxfordshire 0X9 3UN. 

Telephone: 01844 214500 Facsimile: 01844 216685 

Kubota 
Nol IN THE UK 

AGRANDEL 
FOR LESS THAN 

r p u r B D i r r 
i n r i r i í i v i j 

OF ONE GREEN FEE 
-PER DAY! 

KUBOTA'S N°l GOLF COURSE TRACTOR. 



What do I think about our 
Kubota Grandels? 

Well, let's just say I drive them myself. 
/ ^ T h o u g h t my first Kubota tractor 

X more than fifteen years ago, and 

I've relied on Kubota ever since - in 

Britain and overseas. But I'm particularly 

pleased with the new Kubota Grandel 

L4200s we're using at Woodhall Spa. 

With 36 holes and an extensive 

golfing academy to maintain, we need 

tractors that can work ten hours a day. 

And these do. They haven't let us down. 

The Kubota Grandels give us the 

power - 45 hp - we need for rough 

cutting, digging and loading. But they're 

not too heavy for the tees and the 

greens. And the gear ratios are perfectly 

spaced for every job on the course -

from mowing to spiking and scarifying. 

What's more, the staff enjoy 

working with them. They are quiet and 

comfortable with good all-round 

visibility. So much so that you'll find 

everyone volunteering for grass-cutting, 

leaf collecting and loading. 

What do I think about our Kubota 

Grandels? Well, let's just say I drive 

them myself. f t 

- Peter Wisbey, Courses Manager; 
The National Golf Centre, Woodhall Spa 

Kubota (UK) Limited, Dormer Road, Thame, Oxfordshire OX9 3UN. 
Telephone: 01844 214500 Facsimile: 01844 216685 

Kubota 
Say what you like about Kubota, 

WERE THE Nol IN THE UK 
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...makes true greens!7 

GREENS 
ROUND! 

' V \ B R A T O R Y GREENS ROLLERS . 

Increase speed without scalping or stress in Summer 
Restore surface after aerating and topdressing in Autumn 
Keep greens true throughout the Winter 
Will make your greens their best ever in 1998 ? ? ? 

Buy NOW - 0% FINANCE AVAILABLE! 

TRUE-SURFACE 
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14 DAY DEMO/MONEY BACK TRIAL PERIOD 
The faster way to roll - that follows the contours! 

Available to fit: 
TORO 
JACOBSEN 
RANSOMES 
JOHN DEERE 

FREE DELIVERY 
THROUGHOUT EUROPE 

Exclusive Distributors 
GREENSWARD 

+44 (0)113 267 6000 

Martins 
GBY CLUBS 

COVERING THE UK 
with 

C Pinnacle range of Top Dressings 

1 Pinnacle range of Root Zones 

C Sole supplier of OAKAMOOR 
BUNKER SAND (Moneystone) 

1 PAR-LINK Ultimate pathway gravel 
« 

k. Pinnacle Grass Seeds 
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Delivered nationwide in loose bulk or 25kg bags 

Tel: 01625 614121 Fax: 01625 618282 

Martin Brothers (UK) Ltd. 

Use Svmbio Thafch Eater as part of your thatch reduction and cultural programs 
T i t J t s e e a reduction in thatch we will supply SYMWOs biotech « M m 

free of charge for up to a year, until the thatch layer starts to d.sappear. 

OUT HOW BIOTECHNOLOGY CAN WORK FOR YOU 
call 01372 456 101 

TO FIND 

% Pookham Industrial Park, faokhaw, Surrey. IW M 
Fax: OM 456 099 M' Rnetorf.Symbio@btiMternet.com AD 
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Golf traffic management: 

ON THE RIGHT LINES 
by MARGARET STEWART 

With an average of 40,000 
rounds per year now not an 

unusual total, golf clubs are bask-
ing in an unprecedented boom. 
The combination of more and 
more people taking early retire-
ment, the greatly increased propor-
tion of women players, and golfs 
appeal as a social focus as well as a 
game have meant it is riding high 
on a wave of popularity. 

Good news for clubs, develop-
ers and suppliers, but - in a way -
bad news for greenkeepers who 
are fighting a rearguard action 
against far more wear and tear 
than they had ever anticipated on 
their courses. 

Most courses were originally 
planned around the knowledge 
that winter's bad weather would 
make the surfaces unplayable, 
and so give the ground a well-
earned rest, while giving green-

keepers a chance to repair the 
season's damage. 

Now, however, with year-round 
playing, the ground has little 
chance of recover, making soil 
compaction and pathway mainte-
nance two issues which have 
taken the science of ground main-
tenance some time to address. 

Another problem - partly due 
to the increased number of retired 
players, who wish to conserve 
their energy, and those who are 
less fit - is that many golfers are 
now using power caddies. 

"Three out of four players use 
power caddies on our hilly 
course," says David Weston, of 
Enmore Golf Course near Bridg-
water in Somerset. 

"The combination of the bat-
tery's extra weight and the power 
caddy's third wheel meant that 
soil compaction was becoming a 
real problem for us. 

"It was particularly noticeable 
on the approaches to the greens 
where players had to go between 
bunkers. We were finding that the 
soil was compacted to the extent 
that the ball's behaviour was 
being affected, as well of course 
as the ground's slope being 
altered from its original angle. 

"We wanted to find a perma-
nent way of reminding players to 
keep off these areas. Marking 
paint was not really the answer 
for this situation: the grass is cut 
so often there that it would have 
been far too time-consuming to 
re-mark every time we mowed." 

David dealt with the situation 
by using one of the latest - and 
most ingenious - marking devices 
to indicate trolleys paths which 
avoid the edges of the greens as 
well as keeping players from run-
ning their caddies between the 
bunkers. 

Developed in France, Plifix -
the Bowcom Carrot - is a durable 
polypropylene screw set with 
white fibres. Once fixed into the 
ground and filled with natural 
granules, the fibres are cut off in 
the normal mowing operation: a 
permanent bright white spot is 
left, clearly marking areas to be 
avoided. 

"After just a few weeks of using 
the Carrots, we could see that the 
soil was loosening up and the turf 
was reviving to a good springy 
quality," says David. 

"Although they were puzzled at 
first, our players have responded 
to the Carrots and many have 
commented on the improved 
playing surface on the approach 
to the greens. 

"Another useful benefit is the 
saving of the greenkeepers' time 
and effort, since they can simply 
mow, seed or scarify over the top 



Golf traffic management 
'The saving in time and effort... plus the 
fact that it is much less painful on the 
greenkeepers' backs, has made this a 
good investment!' 

of the Carrots, without having to 
remove and replace them as they 
used to do sticks." 

So much for dealing with soil 
compaction: but there are other 
aspects of traffic management 
around the golf course which 
demand consideration with year-
round play 

Although the tees themselves 
can be saved by using winter tees 
- often artificial turf mats - the 
paths leading to winter tees come 
under concentrated use due to the 
volume of traffic making its way 
over the same area all day long. 

In addition to winter tee paths, 
the wear caused by trolleys and 
power caddies has to be distrib-
uted as evenly as possible across 
the fairways, meaning that, par-
ticularly on parkland courses, 
greenkeepers must allow the 
ground a chance to recover by 
designating routes which can be 
moved each week. 

Since aerosol paint sprays are 

in common use to mark out 
'Ground Under Repair' and other 
messages on the course, many 
greenkeepers have been using 
aerosols to indicate pathways to 
follow. 

However, Course Managers on 
courses such as Abbeydale, 
Sheffield, have realised that while 
aerosols are ideal for short lines, 
or intricate marking such as let-
tering, there are other products 
which are specifically designed to 
mark out longer lines. 

"A little lateral thought made us 
realise that a sports pitch line-
marking machine would do the 
job faster and better," explains 
John Coleman, Abbeydale's 
Course Manager. "That being so, 
we have now bought a three-
wheeled line marking machine. 

"It's unique, and ideal for our 
purposes since the paint spray is 
driven by the front wheel, mean-
ing that we can lift it up and use 
it like a wheelbarrow when we 

l i ' l S I I S i ^ 
need to manoeuvre round tight 
corners. 

"Apart from that, it is light and 
stable with a sturdy chassis, so as 
well as marking long straight 
lines last, its pneumatic tyres are 
not adding to our problems. 
Another plus for us is that the 
paint comes in sealed buckets, so 
doesn't slop out when we are 
going up or down slopes. 

"The saving in time and effort, 
the cash savings we are making 
by using a water-based line-mark-
ing paint, plus the fact that it is 
much less painful on the green-
keepers' backs, has made this a 
good investment!" 

The chief difficulty in managing 

traffic on the golf course is a mat-
ter of finding an approach which 
will be clear and easy to follow, 
then in persuading players to 
respond to the request. It's not 
always easy to make people 
recognise that what they are 
being asked to do is for their own 
long-term benefit, by protecting 
the course. 

However, it's a problem which 
greenkeepers must address if they 
are to maintain a playing surface 
which will meet the demands of 
all-weather golf: new ideas and 
strategies such as these will soon 
come to be adopted by more and 
more courses as golf becomes 
ever more popular. 
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IRRIGATION WITHOUT IRRITATION 
Announcing t h e T O N I C K RAINMAKER 
- a new, unique controller 
from Tonick Watering 
# Competitively priced 
9 Easy to programme 
9 Large, clear backlit display 
# Suitable for small and larger installations 
# Can control more than 500 decoders on up 

to 4 cables 
# Printout schedules and usage logs via any Epson 

type printer 
# Controls all Watermation.TORO, CIC, Wrightrain, 

Primetime and Robydome decoders. 

First, we sorted decoders! 
Now we bring you controllers 
* T h e RAINMAKER name is used by kind permission of 
Rainmaker Irrigation Co. Ltd Littlehampton.Tel: 01903 734524 
All Trade Marks acknowledged 

2, Prince William Close - Worthing - West Sussex - BNI4 0AZ 

Tonic^/j^ateriiig 
Tel: 01 903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500 
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Machinery Maintenance & 

Workshop Products % 
Servicing throughout the year demands high performance 
maintenance products. In preparation for Winter servicing quality 
is even more important, i « « « products are designed 
specially for the Turf Maintenance Professional and include: 

>. 3 0 Universal oil for use in engines, gearboxes 
and hydraulics with up to 500 hours drain period. 
Highplex grease - In cartridges and pails, 
washing out and "fling" make Highplex the id̂  

j ^ ^ Q r / / - - fflST^^MWpHr / 
Vivusol bulk fuel treatment makes cold start 

rioke, * ' J' 
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_ __ r use where 
with children or the public is likely, m* I 

Biodegradable hydraulic oil, chainsaw oil ar 
environmentally sensitive areas. 

Workshop equipment to make life easier includes the 
Superlube grease gun for one handed operation - 60 shots 
to a single charging - retractable hosereels. Easy 2 the 
simple accurate two-stroke dispenser. 

Full range of protective and safety clothing and footwear and 
personal equipment including visors, gloves, spraysuits, 
overboots and foul weather wear. 

01535 611103 
S K S Parkway House Worth Way Keighley Yorkshire BD21 5LD 

GOLF COURSES 
f _ «te*» 

RELY Q 
CONVi 

With over 20,000 installations throughout USA and Canada, 
ConVault is the premium above ground vaulted fuel storage 
tank system available today. Hundreds of private and public 
golf courses are satisfied that C o n s u l t is the safest and most 
economical solution to their storage problems. 

Offering ability to customise installations, highly competitive 
prices and a unique design which eliminates the need for 
evacuation and bunding, no wonder ConVault is the first 
choice of golf course management. 

ConVault's UL2085 listed design 
is engineered for safety, addressing 
strict environmental and fire safety 
requirements. 

Capacity from 2,000-16,000 litres. 

CALL TODAY for details 
or a copy of our brochure J 
http://www.breton.co.uk 

Breton Precast Ltd 
122-126 Duncrue Street 
Belfast BT3 9AR 

Tel: + 44 (0)1232 351711 

Fax: + 4 4 (0)1232 754053 AD 
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A zero phosphate feed 
and turf conditioner 

A mini-granular true compound 
fertilizer with a 4:0:8 analysis 
Contains 4% Iron, 2% Magnesium and 
Seaweed Extract 
Contains 7.5% Sulphur which can help 
in controlling the soil pH 
Low application rate (35 g/sq. m) for use 
on fine turf and other amenity areas 
For all year round use - early spring 
programme, cosmetic use in season, 
late autumn application 

Longlife' and 'Invigorator' are trade marks of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 

MIR/fCLE 
PROFESSIONAL 

Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane, 
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. Tel: (0990) 301010. 

Part of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 

http://www.breton.co.uk


Around the Green 
Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions 

SCOTTISH 
REGION 
Peter Boyd 
Tel/Fax: 0141 616 3440 
Central 
Well, we are into another year and 
hopefully everyone has recovered 
from the festive activities and get-
ting ready for another season on 
the course... or are you stuck in 
the shed painting things for the 
umpteenth time because of the 
weather? There's not a great deal 
happening with regards to Section 
activities at the moment but it 
won't be long before we are back 
into the swing of things. 

Everyone should have received 
notice of the visit to Scottish Grass 
Machinery's new premises at 
Inverkeithing next month and the 
visit to Stewart's top dressing 
plant and premises at Dalkeith in 
March. As both these companies 
are making their facilities avail-
able to us on those days please 
give them and YOUR Section 
some support. If you wish you are 
welcome to bring along a member 
of your club committee and it will 
give them an insight into a side of 
the golf course which they proba-
bly give little thought to. 

Another date for your diary is 
the Spring Tournament/Ritefeed 
qualifying event which will be 
held by courtesy of Ladybank GC 
on Tuesday April 28 so if you wish 
to participate in this event please 
return your form as soon as possi-
ble. At the time of writing I have 
not had confirmation of the venue 
for the Autumn Tournament but 
as soon as I know I will let you 
know. 

We extend a welcome return to 
the Section to Duncan Peddie, of 
Alloa GC, and we also welcome 
new members Ethna Canniffe, 
Stephen Hain and Callum Munro, 
all from Elmwood College. 

No doubt there will be a large 
contingent of Central Section 
members descending the BTME at 
Harrogate this month when I am 
sure everyone will enjoy the semi-
nars and exhibition, not to men-
tion the nightly tours of the 
Harrogate refreshment areas! Sec-
tion members Stuart Sime and 
Kenny Duncan will be attending 
as part of their Patron's Award and 
with a bit of luck they may share 
their experiences with us in next 
month's magazine, that's if they 
can remember what happened 

during the week there. 
It would appear that a certain 

Andy O'Hara has gained nation-
wide fame (or is it notoriety?) 
regarding his exploits in the sport-
ing world as everywhere he goes 
he is asked if he is THE Andy 
O'Hara whose name keeps 
appearing in the magazine! Well 
this may be the last you will hear 
of him (for a while anyway) as he 
has vowed to get revenge on me 
for making him the topic of con-
versation across the country, but if 
you wish to join the Andy O'Hara 
Fan Club he can be contacted c/o 
Leven Links, Fife! 

Well, that's all folks! See you 
next month unless I happen to 
meet up with a certain Section 
member before then. 
John Crawford 

North 
The Section AGM was held at 
Macdonald GC, Ellon preceded by 
the annual Chairman versus Vice-
Chairman golf match. The weather 
was good and 25 members con-
tested a close fought match with 
Chairman Hugh Mclatchie's team 
triumphing by 3 matches to 2 with 
one match halved. Thanks to John 
Geddes and his staff for the great 
condition of the course and the 
bar and catering staff for fulfilling 
our inner needs. Thanks also to 
Alex Cruickshank, of Daval Prod-
ucts, for presenting a trophy to the 
winning team at this competition. 

There were two committee 
members stepping down this year, 
Sam Morrison and Andy Wilson. 
Sam, as you already know, has left 
the Section and Andy has also 
moved on. He has left Letham 
Grange to work at Carnoustie. We 
wish both all the best and thank 
them for their contribution on the 
Committee over the years. 

Ian Gunn, Strathpeffer, has 
joined the committee. The com-
mittee and their duties etc are as 
follows:- Chairman - Hugh 
McLatchie, Peterhead, 01779 
470173; Vice-Chairman, Maga-
zine and Education - Iain 
Macleod, Tain, 01862 894402; 
Secretary - Douglas Duguid, West-
hill, 01224 740329; Treasurer -
Wilson Morrison, Alford, 01224 
826289; Raffles - Kevin Pearce, 
Inverurie, 01467 625125 and 
John Geddes, Ellon, 01358 
723034; Outings and Handicaps -
Stephen Sullivan, Craigie Hill, 

01738 643778 and Iain Gunn, 
Strathpeffer, 01997 421219 and 
last but not least 200 Club - Stew-
art McBain, Aberdeen, 01224 
733347. 

The Section is in a good finan-
cial position and running 
smoothly. We have decided to 
donate £1000 to the new BIGGA 
Headquarters fund and plan to 
have Hugh McLatchie hand over 
the cheque at BTME this month. 
Patron Winner Bradley Wood, 
Westhill, was unable to take up 
the offer of a trip to BTME so John 
Morton, Alford, will take his place. 

We had to cancel the Section 
dinner due to a poor response and 
lost our deposit. Next year's out-
ings are Fortrose and Rosemarkie 
in May and Alford in September, 
more details to follow. 

We are also planning a bus trip 
to the Stewart's turf farm, anyone 
interested get in touch with Dou-
gal now. There are still some 
library books missing, anyone 
who can help find them please get 
in touch. 

We are planning a conference 
for November this year, anyone 
with ideas for speakers please let 
me know as soon as possible. This 
is your chance to choose the pro-
gramme that you would like to 
see on the day. 

Congratulations to Andrew 
Macrae, who moves from Royal 
Dornoch to be Head Greenkeeper 
at nearby Golspie where he hails 
from. 

The final four winners in our 
200 Club were as follows:- Sep-
tember £30 - Gordon Mackie, 
Edzell; October £30 - Michael 
Clar, Kingussie; November £30 -
Iain Gunn, Strathpeffer; December 
£100 - Alex Cruickshank, Ayr. The 
200 Club was a great success 
again with all tickets sold so lets 
keep the trend going this year to 
raise funds for the Section. 

Finally, I hope to see as many 
Section members as possible at 
BTME this month as well as all old 
friends for what promises to be 
another great week. One of the 
highlights must surely be David 
Maclndoe's talk during the Semi-
nar programme. I can hardly wait. 

See you all at Harrogate. 
Iain Macleod 

West 
A Happy New Year to all West Sec-
tion members - may we have as 

good a season as last year. For my 
sins (of which there are plenty) I 
now take over the reins as Chair-
man of your Section. I hope every-
thing runs smoothly. I would like 
to thank all the committee mem-
bers on behalf of John Scott for 
their help last year and to John 
we would like to say a big thank 
you for your efforts during the 
year. A lot of John's time was 
spent on the phone smoothing 
things over and getting people to 
commit themselves in different 
ways. Well done John we wish 
you well. 

Now I have your attention -
where are all the members, are 
you speechless or just not inter-
ested with what is going on. We as 
a committee try to organise events 
to satisfy a need but the reaction 
are less than enthusiastic. Feed-
back would be appreciated for 
suggestions, comments, com-
plaints or even just a good argu-
ment then contact me at 0141 942 
5554. Last year I received not a 
single call about individual per-
sonal points of interest, thank god 
for trade members. Well, now I've 
said my piece. 

A report on events recently -
the Gentlemen's night was a suc-
cess from all accounts with some 
35 people from our Section in 
attendance being entertained by 
two very pleasant young ladies. 
Derek Wilson, from the Ayrshire 
Section, has to be thanked for his 
efforts, glad the night went well. 
Our apologies to those who didn't 
get enough of the finger food - we 
will endeavour to rectify the sav-
agery in future. 

Now for the Annual Dinner at 
the Admiral Bar. On the night a 
poor turn out was in evidence but 
other than the short delays the 
evening was successful. The come-
dian, Mike Cash, spoke fast and 
furiously - if you turned your 
head the punchline was gone - we 
thank him for his one liners. The 
meal was well presented - home 
style cooking and very enjoyable. 
Thanks to the main organisers for 
the evening, Brian Hillan and 
Sandy Bulloch for their efforts. 
Thanks also to the sponsors of raf-
fle prizes, this was much appreci-
ated helping towards the funds for 
the eventing and for the enjoy-
ment of those in attendance. Next 
year a change could be in the off-
ing, suggestions are welcome. 



Within the next few weeks it is 
intended to supply, 'as with last 
year, a note on all events run by 
the Section. All football connec-
tions are to be organised by Brian 
Hillan, of Drumpellier GC - those 
interested should contact him on 
01236 434323. 

That's all folks - please contact 
me with your information or 
ideas. 
Stuart Taylor 

NORTHERN 
REGION 
Douglas Bell 
Tel: 0151 431 0433 
North West 
The Christmas golf competition 
was played at Wilmslow GC, on 
November 27, and was well 
attended with 44 competitors 
including one or two guests. After 
a wet start to the day the light 
rain stopped before the first game 
out at 10am and although the day 
remained overcast everybody 
completed their game in dry con-
ditions. The course was in great 
condition for the time of the year 
thanks to Steve Oultram and his 
staff and although he had us play-
ing off the "Open qualifier" tees 
some reasonable scores were 
returned. The first and second 
places were won by Andrew 
Comes and Bill Merritt but every-
body collected a prize even if it 
was their own bottle. Many thanks 
to the trade who kindly donated 
prizes for the Nearest the Pin and 
Longest Drive competitions. These 
companies were Farmura, Bur-
rows, Pattissons, Ritefeed, Richard 
Campey, Martin Bros and Acorn 
UK. The golf was followed by the 
Annual General Meeting which 
was attended by 27 members. The 
statement of accounts was 
accepted by the membership and 
the committee who had pledged 
to stand for a fur ther year were 
voted on en-bloc. Chris Sheehan 
stood down from being Chairman 
for the last two years and handed 
over the chairmanship to Steve 
Oultram. The North West Section 
committee are Chairman - Steve 
Oultram, Vice Chairman - Alec 
Davies, Secretary - Bert Cross, 
Treasurer - Paul Pearse, Commit-
tee members - Chris Sheehan, Bill 
Merritt and Lyndon Smith. 

The day was rounded off with a 
lovely Christmas dinner, mince pies 
and Christmas pudding. I would 
like to thank Wilmslow GC for 
allowing us the courtesy of the 
course and their facilities, Steve 
Oultram and his staff for starting 
work in the dark, Gwen Chason for 
a lovely meal and David for provid-
ing a great bar service and being so 
patient with the late gang. 

I wish you all a Happy New Year 
and any news, please ring me on 
0151 724 5412. 
Bert Cross 

Sheffield 
Happy New Year to you all! 

On November 6 we held our 
winter lecture at Rotherham GC 
followed by our Annual General 
Meeting. 

Our thanks go to Robert Lay-
cock, Turf Consultant, for giving us 
a very interesting lecture on grass 
tissue analysis which was enjoyed 
by all our members present. 

After the lecture we were intro-
duced to our new Regional 
Administrator, Douglas Bell, who 
gave a short speech on what he 
hopes to achieve for the Northern 
Region. Then we held our AGM 
which was attended by quite a lot 
of our members but not everyone 
who attended the lecture. 

It was passed that the commit-
tee stayed the same, apart from 
Steve Hurd who stood down. I 
would like to thank Steve on 
behalf of the Section for all the 
work he did on the committee. It 
was proposed and passed that 
David Chappell be elected to the 
committee. The committee is as 
follows:- President - Ken Arnold, 
Chairman - Neil Maltby, Trea-
surer/Vice Chairman - David Mil-
bourne, Secretary - Ron 
Ullathorne, Competition Secretary 
- Barry Heaney, Committee Mem-
bers - Steve Currie, Jeremy 
Duffield, David Chappell and John 
Lax. 

Thanks also to Amenity Turf 
supplies for providing the raffle 
prizes, thanks Steve. 

Congratulations go to Paul Neve 
who recently played in the Kubota 
Challenge and won both of his 
matches but unfortunately the 
greenkeepers came 3rd, well done 
Paul. 

On November 24 we held our 
Christmas competition at Rother-
ham GC and our thanks go to 
Rotherham for giving us courtesy 
of their course. It was a very 
cloudy day but fortunately it 
stayed dry and was enjoyed by 
everyone who played. Our thanks 
go to David Chappell and his staff 
for the excellent condition of the 
course in such wet weather - well 
done Dave! Our thanks also go to 
the Steward and his staff for pro-
viding an excellent Christmas din-
ner which was enjoyed by 
everyone. 

Our thanks also to Brian Booth 
of Rigby Taylors for being the 
main sponsor of the competition 
and providing some excellent 
prizes. Thanks also to the other 
trade members who provided 
prizes including Gem, Purdys, 
Aitkens, Henton and Chattels and 
Amenity Turf supplies. Some good 
golf was played and congratula-
tions go to Colin Hopper who with 
22 pts won the competition, well 
done Colin! The results were:- 1. 
C Hopper; 2. C Jessop; 3. S Cur-
rie; 4. D Chappell; 5. N Maltby. 

The winner of the trade prize was 
Peter Fell, well done Pete! 

Our next lecture will be on Feb-
ruary 5 at Rotherham GC at 2.30 
pm and will be given by Neil Bald-
win, from Service Chemicals, (ex 
STRI). 
John Lax 

North Wales 
Well this month has been very 
quiet, yet again. We must all be 
very content in our work and lives 
and nothing must have happened 
in the whole of the Section as 
again no-one has phoned with any 
information. 

The Christmas competition and 
AGM was held on December 3 at 
Northop Country Park. Once again 
there was an excellent turnout 
with nearly 80 members and 
guests taking part in the golfing 
festivities, however I can't give 
you the results because of a stew-
ards inquiry - too much Christmas 
spirit was it Terry? 

I would like to express our 
thanks to Northop Country Park 
for inviting us, Ian and his team 
for the presentation of the course, 
after what had been attrocious 
weather conditions in the lead up 
to the event, and the Captain for 
presenting the prizes. 

The AGM was at tended by 33 
members as well as Doug Bell, our 
Regional Administrator. I took the 
Chair in my role as acting Chair-
man and spoke about the events 
of the past 12 months. We have a 
situation in our Section where our 
golf and educational events are 
very well supported compared to 
most other Sections considering 
our membership is relatively 
small, but we didn't get one single 
form returned for standing for 
committee work. At the meeting 
Gary Edwards, of Old Colwyn, put 
himself forward to take on the 
Secretary's duties and he can be 
assured of all the help possible 
f rom the rest of the committee. 
However, we still need other 
members willing to take on com-
mittee roles, basically we need a 
Vice Everything to keep continuity. 
It is hugely important or the Sec-
tion could, in a worst case sce-
nario cease to exist! As I have 
stated before it is YOUR Section 
and it needs YOUR input. 

The committee as it stands is 
David Goodridge, Chairman; Gary 
Edwards, Secretary; Trevor John-
stone, Treasurer; Terry Evans, 
Match Secretary; Stuart McCall, 
Vice nearly everything!, Carl Price 
and Alan Kift. Jeremy Williams 
and Simon Shakespeare have also 
stated that they will serve to learn 
the ropes. 

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Terry Adamson for 
everything he has done for the 
Section over all the years, he has 
effectively been the main contact 

point for all the membership and 
nothing has every seemed too 
much trouble. Without him the 
running of the Section would have 
been an awful lot harder. Once 
again thanks Terry. 

Trade members are invaluble to 
us as representatives get around 
all the clubs and can pick up and 
relay information quickly and are 
a genuine asset so if any one of 
you out there fancies adding to 
your workload the committee 
would love to hear from you. 

I would just like to finish by 
thanking the rest of the committee 
for all the work done over the past 
difficult 12 months and Doug Bell 
who, since his appointment has 
done an excellent job, and helped 
guide me especially, because God, 
I need it! 
Dave Goodridge 

Cleveland 
B Skeen, Horticultural Machinery 
Ltd, has gone out of business. 
Brian and Freda have been main 
agents and distributors for grass 
machinery companies for 30 years 
and have built up the biggest and 
most modern business in the 
North East. A major new develop-
ment some years ago was fol-
lowed by local authorities having 
to go out to contractors for ten-
ders and these contractors took 
over a lot of councils maintenance 
work. This reduced the company's 
annual turnover and with 
increased market competition 
eventually led Brian and Freda to 
decide that enough was enough 
and ceased trading in October 
1997. We greenkeepers have a lot 
to thank Brian and Freda for, they 
were always willing to support us 
and give us technical information 
about equipment before purchase 
and after. Our sincere thanks go to 
Brian and Freda for not only sup-
port but help. We wish you both 
good health and hope you do 
enjoy the retirement you both so 
richly deserve. 

Ian White, from Middlesbrough 
Municipal GC; Geoff Ward, from 
Blackwell Grange GC, and Mick 
Dawson, from Eaglescliffe GC, are 
all on Level 4 NVQ Greenkeeping 
at Askham Bryan College and we 
wish them well. 

See you all at Harrogate. 
Bruce Burnell 

MIDLAND 
REGION 
Peter Larter 
Tel: 01480 437507 
Midland 
I would like to start by wishing 
everybody all the best for the New 
Year ahead and trust all of you 
had an enjoyable Christmas. We 
can now look ahead to the annual 
trip to Harrogate and BTME and 
the usual high quality of the show 
and hospitality. 



There are some final winners of 
97 which I need to mention and 
congratulate them on their 
achievements, these are as fol-
lows:- Ritefeed single's winner is 
Rob Shaw who beat Paul Loffman 
in the final at Little Aston. Rigby 
Taylor double's winner's are Steve 
Wood and Mike Hughes, who beat 
Nigel Couchman and Rob Shaw in 
the final at Woburn. The Gross 
Cup was won by Tony Cheese and 
the Nett Cup was won by Martin 
Jones. 

As this report has been written 
in November I have no details of 
new committee members and of 
the tournaments for 98 so I will 
keep you informed on these mat-
ters and indeed any other matters 
of interest in future reports and 
again I would appreciate any 
news or stories which you have 
which I can put into this report, 
my home number is 01384 
292396. 

Finally I would like to introduce 
some more new members -
Ronald Wheeler, Benn Chamber-
lain, Malcolm Mitchell, Stephen 
Bernhard, Simon Hardman, Lee 
Mole, Matthew Turner, Nicholas 
Clarke and Jason Molesworth. 
Jonathan Wood 

East Midlands 
This year's AGM was held at 
Greetham Valley, in Rutland, on 
Bonfire night. Although only 25 
greenkeepers were present the 
meeting was one of our longest at 
57 minutes. I would like to thank 
our retiring Chairman, Tim Allard, 
for his two years in office and also 
welcome our new Chairman, Dave 
Leatherland. The Vice Chairman is 
now Gavin Robson and Richard 
Barker and myself remain as Trea-
surer and Secretary respectively. 
The Section also welcomes Kevin 
Davis and Steven Heap to the 
committee and would like to 
thank our retiring committee 
members Pete Forshaw and Paul 
Tatlow for all their work. 

Before the AGM the day started 
with a Texas Scramble format golf 
competition. No fireworks 
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appeared with the scores although 
every score was just below par, the 
results were as follows:- 1. S. 
Goode, G. Robson, P Fell, 64.4; 2. 
A. Bindley, D. Leatherland, T. 
Allard, 64.8; 3. K. Davis, G. 
Arnold, A. Mellow, 64.8. Our grat-
itude is owed once again to Vitax 
Ltd for providing again an excel-
lent prize table. Thanks also 
should be extended to Greetham 
Valley for courtesy of their fine 
golf course which was in super 
condition. Also thanks to the stew-
ard and stewardess for a great 
meal. 

Next year's AGM will be held at 
Lutterworth GC, on November 13, 
at 4.30 pm. 

This year's Regional Seminar, 
held at The Saints Rugby Club, 
Northampton, was very well sup-
ported with over 80 delegates 
attending an excellent day. I 
would like to thank all the compa-
nies for their support to the semi-
nar and to thank our Regional 
Administrator for all his great 
work on the day. 

My two years as Regional Chair-
man have now elapsed and this 
position will go to the Vice Chair-
man, David Walden, at the 
Region's next meeting. I have had 
two really enjoyable years in this 
role, firstly being involved in the 
appointment of our Regional 
Administrator, judging greenkeep-
ers and their courses for the 1996 
Miracle award and representing 
the Region in the 1997 Kubota 
Golf Challenge at the Belfry. I 
would like to wish David well in 
his role as Chairman. 
Antony Bindley 

B B & O 
The last golfing event of the sea-
son was held at Richings Park GC 
back in November. Although the 

weather was miserable the day 
was enjoyed by all with some very 
good scores posted. There were 
13 golf clubs represented in teams 
of three but unfortunately the 
prizes were shared by only two 
clubs, Burnham and Beacons-
field:- 1. N. Storey, J. Brooks & D. 
Manning, 83 pts; 2. B. Payne, B. 
Payne (jnr) & D. Schillaci, 79 pts; 
3. C. Lillitou, M. Skelton & B. 
Paterson, 79 pts. Nearest the Pin -
B. Payne; Longest Drive - M. Skel-
ton. 

Thanks to GEM Products for 
providing the wonderful prizes 
and thanks to Bernie for his con-
tributions once again. Many 
thanks to Richings Park for their 
hospitality on the day - the food 
was first class! 

Congratulations to Phil Russell 
and his team for providing a 
superb test of golf, all who played 
were very complimentary. 

The AGM was supposed to fol-
low the golf but unfortunately had 
to be cancelled due to unforseen 
circumstances. It is planned to 
send out a Chairman's report in 
the coming weeks with a balance 
of our account to date. In the 
meantime if anybody has any 
comments please put pen to paper 
to phone me on 01491 578147. 

I would like to thank all on the 
committee for their continued 
support this past year, all of whom 
have given up their valuable time 
to attend various meetings. 

Finally we would like to spread 
the go,lf days around the Section 
so if you fancy hosting one of 
these prestigous events then 
please let me know as soon as 
possible. 
Lindsay T Anderson 

SOUTH EAST 
REGION 
Derek Farrington 
Tel: 01903 260956 
Sussex 
Well, Christmas is over and the 
lucky ones are looking forward to 
a week in Harrogate, which if it is 
anything like last year, it will be a 
week to remember. 

The AGM was held at Haywards 
Heath GC again on Wednesday, 
November 19. A total of 29 mem-
bers attended which is an 
improvement on last year but still 
low considering there are 190 
members. As stated in the last 
write up there are a few changes 
to the committee. Regretably, 
Chris Allen has decided to step 
down as Vice Chairman due to ill 
health. Raymond Day has also 
asked to be replaced after six 
years as Secretary. Stefan Antolik 
has vacated the position of 
minute/match secretary. 

Members voted in are Jon Hill 
as Vice Chairman, Stefan Antolik 
as Secretary and Neil Cleverley as 
Match Secretary. There have been 
other members voted on to the 
committee and I will let you know 
their names next time. Can I pass 
on our thanks to committee mem-
bers past and present for all their 
efforts and hard work. Special 
thanks to Sue Antolik for all the 
work and support she has given to 
Stefan and the Section over the 
past years. 

There were some interesting 
discussions during the meeting 
including ideas for different types 
of social events to include non-
golfing members of the Section, 
plus a possible open forum on 
education to be attended by repre-
sentatives of local colleges. You 
will be notified of these when they 
are arranged. Hopefully we can 
attract some new faces to these 
events. 

During the meeting Daniel 
Negus, of Wellingdon GC, 
informed us of the tragic death of 
Ben Deacon in a road accident. 
Ben, who was only 21, had 
worked at Singing Hills and Has-
socks. Can I pass on our sympathy 
to Ben's family and friends, he will 
be sadly missed by all who knew 
him. 

By the time you read this arti-
cle, the Turkey Trot at Littlehamp-
ton will have been held. The 
results will be printed next month. 
The two best eclectic scores for 
the season, qualifying for free 
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entry to the competition are Jon 
Hill and Chris Reed. 

If there are any Head Green-
keepers/Course Managers not at 
the AGM who are interested in 
gaining their D32/33 Assessor 
Training Award they can get more 
information by ringing 01323 
763817. 

The Spring meeting will be held 
at the Dyke GC and Slinfold Park 
GC will host the Summer meeting. 
We still need a venue for the 
Autumn meeting. If you can help 
us with this or have anything you 
want included in this column, 
please contact me on 01403 
731567 (home) or 0589 531630 
(mobile). 
Colin Cathie 

Essex 
The Essex Section held their golf 
day and AGM on December 3, at 
Orsett GC. Thanks to Carl for the 
course and the golf club for allow-
ing us to play - after snow the day 
before the course was in good 
condition. Thanks to Banks 
Amenity for the prizes for the day. 
Richard Price won first prize on a 
countback from Andy Sheehan, 
both having 39 points, but every 
player won a prize including:-
Guest Prize - John Taylor; Trade 
Prize - Edward Clarkson; Longest 
Drive - Richard Pride; Nearest the 
Pin - Lee Adams; Booby Prize (1 
point!) - Andrew Wharton. 
Thanks to the trade who donated 
raffle prizes namely Rigby Taylor, 
Avoncrop Amenity, Tuckwells, 
Parker Hart, Grass Roots Trading, 
Edward Clarkson, Bourne 
Amenity, CMW and the Green-
keeping Supply Company. After 
the golf and prize giving we had a 
splendid dinner thanks to the 
caterers. 

The AGM started at 6 pm. It 
was a very well organised affair 
and thanks go to the Chairman. A 
new committee was formed which 
is:- President - David Wells, Vice 
President - Andy Sheehan, Chair-
man - Carl Crocher, Secretary -
Martin Forrester, Treasurer -
Richard Pride, Education Officer -

Reg Hooker, Handicap Secretary -
Mick Fance, Scribe - David Wells, 
Committee members - John Sel-
wood and Steve Cox. 

With a healthy bank balance we 
should have a good year. The golf 
days for next year are:- April -
Burnham-on-Crouch GC; June 2 -
Channels GC; August 7 - Thorpe 
Hall GC; August 26 - Stoke-by-
Nayland GC (with East Anglian 
Section); October 7 - Maylands 
GC; December - Orsett GC and 
AGM. Our four major winners for 
last year were Richard Pride, Chris 
Ward, Andy Sheehan and Andy 
Toomes. The Golfer of the Year 
was John Selwood - well played 
you lot! 

Just a few words about educa-
tion in the Essex Section. Writtle 
College held its second meeting of 
the Sportsturf and Greenkeeping 
Industrial Advisory Panel on 
December 1 1997. The set up of 
the Panel has given vital feedback 
to Writtle College from us, the 
industry, on how we would like to 
see education progress. Topics for 
discussion included improvements 
to increase the success of the NVQ 
Level Two and the new HNC 
Sportsturf Science which can 
include NVQ 3 Sports Turf Mainte-
nance. 

For those who are looking to 
widen and increase their knowl-
edge in grass science the HNC is 
ideal. You can join at any time as 
it is broken up into modules. For 
more details phone Stewart 
Brown, at Writtle College, on 
01245 420705. 

The education dates for 1998 
are Tuesday February 3, Tuesday 
March 27 and Wednesday Novem-
ber 4, all at Writtle College in the 
main building, room L60 com-
mencing at 7.30 pm. 

There is also a one day supervi-
sory course with Frank Newberry 
(limited to 12 places) on Tuesday 
March 10 at Stock Brook Manor 
GC. 

That's about all for 1997. Hope 
you all had a good Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 
Dave Wells 

London 
Our Turkey Trot and AGM was 
held at Porters Park GC in Novem-
ber. The course was in excellent 
condition and I would like to 
thank Martin Smith and his staff 
for preparing the course. The rain-
fall did however cause a few prob-
lems for some of us! The overall 
winner for the event was Darren 
Jones with 39 points. In second 
place with 37 points was David 
Badham and in third spot with 35 
points was Roger Mace. The result 
of the King Pin Challenge was 
Paul Burnham in first place with 
Peter Creeber in seond and Roger 
Mace in third. I would like to 
thank Kings for their support 
throughout the year and for all 
their help at our events. The man-
agement at Porters Park GC must 
be congratulated for their hospi-
tality and excellent catering and 
bar facilities. The golf events have 
all gone well this year with excel-
lent support from the trade and 
indeed our members. Our fixtures 
for the coming year will be posted 
as soon as possible. 

The AGM went very well with 
the committee being voted back 
en bloc. Our Regional Administra-
tor, Derek Farrington, was present 
and I would like to thank him for 
attending. This year I will be han-
dling over the Around the Green 
Section report to Peter Hopkinson, 
from Browns. He has kindly come 
forward to take over this duty. 

I would like to wish you all a 
Happy New Year from the com-
mittee and look forward to seeing 
you all in the coming year. 
Tony Dunstan 

SOUTH WEST 
AND SOUTH 
WALES REGION 
Paula Humphr i es 
Tel: 01363 82777 
Devon and Cornwall 
A happy new year to you all. 

I hope you have had an enjoy-
able festive season which has 
recharged your batteries for 
another challenging year ahead. 

The Section's first meeting of 

the new year will be the Baren-
brug Seeds meeting and will be 
held at Bude & North Cornwall 
GC, on Wednesday, February 4. 
The day will be sponsored by 
Barenbrug and hopefully the day 
will have something for you all. In 
the morning there will be a choice 
of 18 hole golf competition with 
the format being St Andrews four-
somes or a workshop on Business 
Planning for Greenkeeping. Our 
afternoon seminar will continue 
on the theme of the morning's 
workshop. 

Our Devon Garden Machinery 
sponsored meeting was held at 
Woodbury Park GC, on Wednes-
day, November 12. This meeting 
was also the Section's AGM. As 
always the day started with our 
golfing members competing for 
the Toro Trophy which was played 
in a foursome format. Our non-
golfing members were treated to 
an excellent guided tour of the 
course by Course Manager, Jeff 
Mills, nice to see you again Jeff! 

After an excellent lunch Alan 
Dommett, from Devon Garden 
Machinery, presented the prizes 
on behalf of Toro and DGM and 
gave a short presentation on his 
Company. The results were:- 1. 
Richard Parker, Ilfracombe, & 
Andy Parker, Crediton, 36 pts; 2. 
Jonathan Mansell & Chenery, 
Woodbury, 34 pts; 3. Eric Barber & 
Nick Rourke, Warren, 34 pts. 

The Section would like to 
express its gratitude to the day's 
sponsors, Devon Garden Machin-
ery, for their support and to Mr 
Mansell for allowing our Section 
use of his excellent facilities and 
to all the staff at Woodbury for 
making the Section so welcome. 
Special thanks must go to my old 
friend, Jeff Mills, and his crew 
who had the course in superb con-
dition. 

The Section's AGM followed the 
presentation. The Secretary 
opened his report with the bal-
ance sheet for the year ending 
September 30 1997 and advised 
member present that the Section 
had made a slight profit over the 
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financial year of £116.16. The 
Secretary felt that the balance 
sheet was self explanatory and 
invited any questions from mem-
bers present, there were none. 

The approval of the balance 
sheet was proposed by A. Parker 
and seconded by C. Gadsby and 
approved by those present. 

The Secretary continued his 
report by informing members that 
he had resigned as Chairman of 
the Region with effect f rom 
November 11 1997. He also 
informed members present that 
he did not wish to hold any politi-
cal position within BIGGA for the 
foreseeable future, but if the 
membership present wished he 
would like to continue to admin-
ister the Section affairs. He con-
tinued by thanking Section 
Chairman, Bill Mitchell, for his 
support over those difficult 
months and for his shoulder to 
cry on and to the many members 
who have supported him. 

The Secretary felt that the Asso-
ciation must continue to go for-
ward to achieve its main aim, 
which is education for all green-
keepers f rom Course Manager to 
trainee. This can only help green-
keeping to continue to become 
more professional and he pleaded 
with members present not to 
allow our Association to become 
just a golfing society as we would 
quickly lose our credibility. 

The Secretary welcomed the 
Region's Administrator to the 
meeting. He explaned that Paula 
had taken on the difficult task of 
continuing the excellent work 
Gordon and Marion Child had 
achieved over the last ten years 
but was glad to say that Paula has 
continued the good work and 
with her part-time appointment 
Paula has had more time to visit 
golf clubs to meet members at 
their place of work. He hoped 
Paula would receive the support 
that members had shown to Gor-
don and Marion. 

The Chairrman opened his 
report by congratulating T. Pipe 
on representing the Section in 

Around the Green 

tLttl^i 
this year's Kubota competit ion at 
The Belfry. He expressed his dis-
appointment that no summer 
meetings took place and with the 
input of the Section Committee. 

The Chairman moved on to the 
Section Administrator and recom-
mended to members present that 
they should vote R. Whyman back 
into office. The Chairman 
informed members that R. Why-
man is without doubt the finest 
Section Administrator and is held 
in high esteem by HQ. The Chair-
man then turned to the sad part 
of the report for him as he 
informed members present that 
he had resigned from his position 
on the Regional Board and as 
Chairman of Section due to the 
dispute which the Secretary had 
mentioned in his report. It had 
been a great honour for him to 
hold these positions within 
BIGGA. He wished BIGGA and the 
Section the very best of luck for 
the future and hoped that his suc-
cessor will gain the same satisfac-
tion he had. The Chairman 
informed members that he had 
always tried to represent the Sec-
tion's membership and hoped he 
had done some good along the 
way. 

Section Committee elected:- S. 
Evans, Chairman; T. Farkins, Vice 
Chairman; R. Wisdom, Regional 
Board member; C. Rawlings, C. 
Gadsby, S. Getson, A. Parker, 
Reserve Regional Board member, 
J. Palfrey, President 1 year term, 
R. Guntrip, Trade member two 
year term, M Samuel, Trade 
member three year term, R. Why-
man, Section Administrator. 
Richard Whyman 

South Coast 
Here we are again at the start of 
yet another year. I would like to 

wish all our members and all at 
Head Office a happy and prosper-
ous New Year. 

Last year was quite a good year 
for the Section. We had a good 
attendance at our Section seminar 
which was held at Sparsholt in 
February. The golf meetings have 
been well attended and the winter 
lectures were quite successful and 
at tendance was up on last year. I 
would like to say thank you to all 
our sponsors and all the golf clubs 
who have allowed us the use of 
their facilities over the past year. 
Without these people the Section 
could not have been as successful 
as it has. Unfortunately I was not 
able to attend the Turkey Trot and 
AGM. I will give a full report of 
the proceedings in the February 
report. 

Unfortunately after the up-side 
there has got to be a down-side. I 
am refering to Westurf. Our sup-
port of Westurf is not as good as it 
should be. Westurf is the one 
event of the year that keeps our 
Region one of the most stable 
Regions within BIGGA. If we do 
not give Westurf our full support 
things could change quite rapidly. 
Some of you are saying it's the 
wrong time of year, others it's too 
far to travel. The travelling part is 
no problem - a coach can be 
arranged. The time of year -
whether this can be changed or 
not I don't know. A lot of things 
have to be taken into considera-
tion. There are a lot of other 
events that have to be considered 
when a date for Westurf is being 
made. If you have any construc-
tive ideas please let one of your 
committee members know The 
whole object of the exercise is to 
get as many people to Westurf as 
possible. By more of you attending 
it is hoped to attract more mem-
bers of the trade. We would also 
like you to bring along members 
of your committees, secretaries/ 
managers and golf club owners. 
Please make a note in red in your 
diaries for Westurf on April 29 at 
Long Ashton. 

On Wednesday, February 4, at 

7pm we are holding our Quiz 
Night at Bramshaw GC. It was 
quite successful last year. Having 
said that we would like to see a 
few more faces there as there are 
quite a lot of new members in the 
Section. What better time to meet 
everybody! It should be a good 
evening so bring along your 
wives, girlfriends etc. If you can 
produce a team from your golf 
club, great. If you come on your 
own, don't worry, we will soon fix 
you up. You don't have to be mas-
termind - it's just a good night 
out. By the way, to put your minds 
at rest the questions will not be on 
greenkeeping! 

On November 6 we went on our 
visit to The London GC which was 
quite an experience. The coach 
started off from Bournemouth, 
travelled through the Section and 
on to the notorious M25. Then it 
was on to Sevenoaks in Kent and 
our first introduction was the 
security at the gate, not the place 
where you drive in and pay your 
green fee. The coach then made 
its way along the road through the 
golf courses, the International and 
the Heritage, both long courses. 
There are 179 bunkers on the 
International and 79 on the Her-
itage. They are all steeply 
mounded and call for a lot of 
Flymo work. We were met by 
Steve Jones, the Golf Course 
Superintendant, who gave us an 
introductory chat while we had 
our coffee. This included a brief 
history of the courses and intro-
duction of his staff of 29 in the 
winter and increasing to 40 in the 
summer. We then had a tour of 
the greenkeeping complex and 
when I say greenkeeping complex 
that's what I mean. A far cry from 
the greenkeepers sheds that we all 
know so well. The machinery 
complex was so vast that they 
could play basketball in there! We 
then moved on to the mechanics 
workshop and store where there 
was all the up-to-date equipment 
plus two apprentices. Next was 
the irrigation mechanics workshop 
and store. When we saw the irri-
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gation system and the pump 
house we realised just why an irri-
gation mechanic is required. Also 
in this complex was a laboratory 
where a young lady was employed 
carrying out soil tests and various 
experiments. We then visited the 
offices, all part of this vast com-
plex. Here were the Golf Course 
Superintendant, two Head Green-
keepers and the golf courses Fore-
man. All the offices had up-to-date 
equipment for keeping accurate 
records. 

We then moved out on to the 
Heritage course. The greens were 
sown with Providence Bent and 
were doing very well. Steve has 
two men for two hours every day 
Poa Picking to keep the Poa at 
bay! Two different men each day I 
hasten to add - nice if you have 
the staff to do it though I must 
admit it was paying dividends. It 
was very hard to find any Poa on 
the greens as they were in excel-
lent condition. We then broke for 
lunch at the clubhouse which we 
virtually had to ourselves. After 
lunch we had a grand tour of the 
clubhouse including restaurants, 
card rooms, sauna, locker rooms, 
private function rooms and a 
whole host of other attractions too 
numberous to mention. We left 
the clubhouse and donned our 
wellies and ventured on to the 
International course. The greens 
were once again in excellent con-
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dition. I could go on and on but 
there just isn't the space so it was 
back to the rest room for a chat 
and coffee. We then boarded the 
coach and were homeward 
bound. Everybody who went on 
the trip said what an excellent day 
out it was. Firstly I must thank Joe 
Paulin for inviting us there in the 
first place and also thanks to Steve 
Jones who spent the whole day 
giving the guided tour. Last, but 
not least, thanks to Huxleys Grass 
Machinery who sponsored the 
cost of the coach. 

Just a last reminder for our Sec-
tion Seminar to be held at 
Sparsholt College, on Thursday, 
February 26. Those of you who 
have not booked in it's not too 
late. Send your cheques and book-
ing forms to:- Jeff Drake, 10 Cold-
harbour Lane, Salisbury, Wiltshire, 
SP2 7PN, telephone 01722 
503938. The cost for the day is 
£15 for members and £20 for non-
members. If you have not received 
your booking forms contact Jeff 
who will post one off to you. Try 
to persuade your Secretaries, 
members of committee and golf 

club owners to come along. 
Ken Lodge 

South West 
November saw the South West 
greenkeepers visit Shirehampton 
GC in Bristol for our Autumn tour-
nament and AGM. Shirehampton 
is a delightful course that has clev-
erly been shoe horned into a very 
small area. It especially suited my 
form of golf as I found I could 
drive with my usual military preci-
sion (ie left, right, left, right) and 
could not only find my ball but 
actually find myself on another 
fairway with a shot onto a distant 
green. Not that it made much dif-
ference to my final tally as I was, 
as usual well off the mark. 

The scores were as follows:- 1. 
Michael Fawcett, 38 pts; 2. P God-
win, 35 pts (on the last 6); 3. P 
Garland, 35 pts, 4. M. Hillman, 34 
pts (on the back 9); 5. K. Green, 
34 pts who was making a wel-
come comeback to the greenkeep-
ers tour. Nearest the pin was Niel 
King. The nearest the pin prize 
managed to raise £34.00 for our 
sponsor Rigby Taylor's charity. Our 
thanks to Martin Samuel for rep-
resenting them. Our thanks also 
go the rest of the trade for their 
support, to Club Secretary Jeff 
Reece, to the Cornelius caterers 
and to the Steward, Harry 
Roberts. Also well done Head 
Greenkeeper, Chris King, and his 
staff for providing us with such 
excellent conditions on the day. 

Chairman, Ivor, then gathered 
us all together for the AGM. This 
was a very quick and efficient 
affair. After the usual readings we 
were given our annual talk by 
Robin Greaves on what's been 
happening at Headquarters and 
there followed a small discussion 
on how we can save or even raise 
some funds to try and keep our 
finances in their present healthy 
condition. We then went on to the 
election of officers and unlike last 
year most of the committee was 
re-elected. However with 
Matthew Hawker taking over as 
Team Captain, Vice Captain was 
taken by Dave Bougen. Also, our 
Secretary, Peter Baynton, decided 
to relinquish his regional duties 
and so Ivor had decided to take on 
these but has had to step down 
from his position as Section Chair-
man. His spot was filled by Vice 
Chairman Chris Sealey and Chris's 
position was filled by the election 
of James Braithwaite. Confused? 
Well if you are then the new fix-
ture cards will reveal all. 

May I take this opportunity on 
behalf of all the Section on thank-
ing Ivor for all he has done for us 
in his role as Chairman over the 
years. Well done Ivor, we all owe 
you a great debt of thanks. Don't 
let's all panic though. Ivor will still 
be with us in his regional role and 

who knows we may yet see him 
re-elected to something when he 
has finished his NVQ studies. 

A quick note now on the superb 
seminar at Cannington. Thanks to 
Paula on her organisation of this 
and also to Huw Parry of Canning-
ton for chairing the seminar. 
There were some great talks, espe-
cially from Jack McMillan and his 
son Cameron with some slides on 
how to build a rubbish tip and call 
it a golf course and in the case of 
Cameron, how to take a rubbish 
tip and build a golf course. 
Marc Haring 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
North East 
Our first joint section meeting 
held at Greenmount College went 
extremely well last month. We 
had an excellent turnout of 107 
attending the Fine Turf Manage-
ment seminar sponsored by John 
Lindsay Professional Sports Turf. 

We had a very enjoyable after-
noon listening to Robin Blackford, 
Technical Support Manager, 
Hayter speaking on Safe Mowing 
Practices, Philip Baldock, Head 
Greenkeeper at Royal Portrush GC 
and North East Section Chairman 
speaking on Pests, Problems and 
Diseases, Ken Richardson, BIGGA's 
Education Officer speaking on 
Reasons for Education and David 
Garland, Director of Operations at 
the PGA European Tour speaking 
about Life on the Tour and also 
having a look at some of the rul-
ings that he and his colleges have 
been involved with. I must say 
that everyone found this most 
informative and entertaining. I 
would like to thank on behalf of 
both BIGGA Sections in Northern 
Ireland all the speakers for giving 
their time to speak to us and mak-
ing the day an enjoyable one. I 
would also like to thank Pat Mur-
phy, BIGGA Chairman and Janet 
Adamson, Membership Services 
Officer for helping us to organise 
our first ever Seminar. Finally I 
would like to thank John Lindsay 
for sponsoring the event helping 
to make it such a success. 

At the Seminar, Greenmount 
College took the opportunity to 
award the NVQ Level II and GTC 
Supervisory Management certifi-
cates which were presented by Pat 
Murphy This has been the first 
time that Greenmount College has 
run this course. Students study 
one day a week on day release for 
two years. "It was a demanding 
course and required the student to 
input a lot of his own time, but it 
was very enjoyable to do. All of us 
built up a good rapport with each 
other and made lasting friend-
ships. The college lecturers are 
dedicated to the students and 
were prepared to do anything to 
help" said Eamonn Farrell. 
E Farrell 
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The AMK 600 and Rogers 

Let us spray 
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by H U G H T I L L E Y 

Spraying tends to be a non-preferred task 
- probably made so by hype about envi-

ronmental and safety concerns and the need 
for operator training. This is not to say that 
these concerns are not real simply that they 
worry the greenkeeper and as a result he 
tends to use a sprayer as little as possible. 
And because a sprayer is used infrequently it 
has a low priority for replacement upgrading 
or maintenance which exacerbates the posi-
tion. Nor are most clubs prepared to justify or 
pay for high specification machines. 

While agriculture has a number of special-
ist sprayer manufacturers the position in the 
amenity field is totally different with just one 
main player and several other smaller ones 
although there are signs that several compa-
nies are looking more seriously at the golf 
market. Nevertheless current suppliers pro-
vide sprayers to suit most needs especially as 
sprayers are largely modular in design so that 
it is relatively easy to add sophistication or 
upgrades. It is also possible that an old 

machine can be upgraded with new compo-
nents although it needs a specialist to under-
take this and often the cost makes it 
uneconomic. 

Spraying tends to separate into two types 
of area, relatively small areas such as greens 

and tees and the more extensive areas such 
as fairways, rough or semi-rough. There is 
also often a need to apply spot or localised 
treatments. For the latter a small pedestrian 
operated or even knapsack sprayer may be 
ideal, however, larger machines have the 
option to fit a hose and hand lance which can 
be used for spot treatment perhaps more con-
veniently - except that it requires putting a 
larger volume in the tank. Most greenkeepers 
seem to prefer a turf maintenance vehicle 
mounted sprayer for greens surrounds and 
tees although many use a small mounted 
machines behind a compact tractor. Such 
machines will work well enough on fairways 
although the task may be spread over several 
days thus a significant number of clubs now 
employ a contractor with larger equipment 
who will complete the task in a few hours. 
Using a contractor also has the advantage 
that you do not have key staff tied up at what 
is inevitably a critical time, especially as it is 
normally senior staff who are trained. 

A growing number of Course Managers and 
Head Greenkeepers realise the importance of 
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M <«+ accuracy and now use some form of bout 
marking. Adding a colourant to the spray is 
one method of seeing where you have 
sprayed, however reports of the success of 
this method vary. More generally acceptable 
is the use of a foam bout marker which leaves 
a line of foam blobs from the boom end - this 
may produce strange (even 'worried') com-
ments from players - but they can be assured 
that the foam is less harmful than washing up 
liquid. 

There are several important criteria to be 
met before spraying, weather is prime - mini-
mal wind and no rain! and for many herbi-
cides! warm growing conditions, this limits the 
time available for spraying very considerably 

Wind - and the resultant spray drift - is a 
problem which has been 
addressed by two manufac-
turers. Hardi import the 
Rogers Airfoil from Canada 
while Sisis have, with signifi-
cant technical input from 
Cranfield University and oth-
ers, designed their own. Both 
designs are shrouds which 
cover the boom/s so that the 
spray is enclosed and thus 
isolated or semi isolated from 
any wind. This has been por-
trayed as simple and very 
effective against high veloci-
ties of wind! However, it is 
not quite as simple as this 
and the booms are not cheap 
which may mean that multi 
course clubs and contractors 
are likely to be the first cus-
tomers. As anyone who has waited for suit-
able conditions knows, the number of days 
available for spraying with a conventional 
boom is severely limited. 

Most sprayers are remarkably tolerant to 
variations in forward speed - so long as there 
is a constant relationship between engine and 
forward speed, ie you always use the same 
gear - hydrostatic transmission prevents this. 
However, there are electronic controls which 
can be fitted which will relate forward speed 
to required output and match them for even, 
accurate coverage. Although such devices are 
not cheap, they are not expensive when 
related to the savings in time and effort 
offered. For hilly courses where it is almost 
impossible to maintain a constant speed they 
may be vital. 

Weed Free of Bracknell - contractor 
Founded in 1991 by Mike Seaton, and now 
employed by a large number of golf clubs, as 
well as other turf, amenity and industrial 
businesses, across the country, Weed Free has 
recently invested in a self propelled spraying 
unit to which Mike has fitted Hardi Windfoil 
booms This has considerably extended his 
window of usage, and it also means greater 
certainty of being able to spray on the day 
specified. He can now spray almost irrespec-
tive of wind, although he still needs dry non-
freezing weather, although he admitted that 
in higher wind conditions the foam blobs 
marks could get blown away. 

The 5.5m windfoil booms are fitted to a 
purpose made 'Spray Ranger' vehicle - pur-

pose made for agricultural spraying but mod-
ified to Mike's specific requirement. In 
particular this meant lowering the outline 
with lower cab and tank, making it look less 
daunting for amenity use. Following his 
exhibiting at Saltex many groundsmen and 
greenkeepers offered names for this combina-
tion - and he chose "Spraying Mantis". 

Several clubs anticipate using the Weed 
Free service this year - in particular course 
manager Adam Carter of Clubhouse pic with 
Duke's Dene and Nigels Golf Club courses, 
has been impressed by the concept and 
equipment although in the past he has been 
able to undertake most of his spraying using 
TMV mounted Hardi 300 sprayers. He com-
mented that the ability to apply chemical to 
larger areas such as fairways and roughs 

within a single day has great appeal, further-
more Adam believes that being able to apply 
in wind or even in light rain, and at night is a 
breakthrough and an invaluable commitment 
to the golf scene. Although he had not 
checked it out, it was Adam's belief that the 
Spraying Mantis with its wide low pressure 
tyres was no heavier in terms of p.s.i. on the 
ground than a TMV sprayer. 

But perhaps the most important aspect is 
that the unit allows Weed Free to agree a 
schedule with the Head Greenkeeper and be 
reasonably sure that they can keep to it. 

Spraying Mantis at London Golf Club 
Weed Free used the machine last spring to 
apply herbicides and insecticides on a consid-

erable area of fairway, semi-
rough and jungle rough at 
London Golf Club. Steve 
Jones - Superintendent at the 
36 hole , facility, estimated 
wind speeds as being over 
lOmph and this caused no 
sign of spray drift, and he was 
quite happy that it would 
work in considerably higher 
wind speeds. The club has its 
own 'walk' Wind Foil booms 
with a self-propelled Spray 
King for greens, tees and simi-
lar smaller areas thus the 
principle was not new to 
them. Powered by a 1800cc 
Ford diesel engine the 
machine had no problems in 
coping with the undulations 
on the course, the LH Agro 

computer ensuring a constant spray output. 
As the machine was effectively a prototype 

there were some teething problem such as 
the boom skids marking the turf, and spray-
ing commenced before the machine started 
forward, however, he is happy that these 
problems have been easily solved. He com-
mented that the machine was extremely 
manoeuvrable, and that the ability to change 
rates and forward speed was very easy. Such 
abilities made it simple to match application 
to the conditions prevailing, and he believed 
that the machine was spraying at speeds of 
7mph where ground conditions permitted 
this. Some spraying has been carried out at 
night using the ample working lights fitted to 
the sprayer. The electronic' controls coped 
well with undulations and other speed 



restricting factors. There was no criticism of 
the results and no sign of damage to trees or 
other surrounding vegetation . 

Sisis Ecospray - pre-production 
First seen at Saltex and then around the 
country at the Sisis Direct road show, the 
Ecospray is likely to be available this year in 
a variety of forms, all of which will be based 
on the five gang mesh shrouded boom from 
Spring 98. Each section encloses three 'bub-
ble' nozzles and floats over the ground on 
small wheels. Overall spraying width is 
4.03m. Outside units are lifted and folded in 
- and locked for transport. 

Ecospray units are to to be produced in 
trailed and mounted form, both with a PTO 
driven diaphragm pump, but are also 
expected to be available as 'boom only' to fit 
to existing sprayers and spraying systems, 
and suitable to fit behind turf maintenance 
vehicles such as Cushman, Workman or Hux-
truk. 

The original idea was conceived by Com-
plete Weed Control of Stafford and Roger 
Turner who actually holds the patent. Roger's 
view was that today's amenity spraying did 
not allow for any drift, and he added that 
previous sprayers were based on agricultural 
design - where a limited amount of drift was 
not too serious. He took his ideas to Dr Steve 
Parkin at Cranfield University who, via com-
puter modelling and a wind tunnel, proved 
the parameters for the design. 

The prototypes produced as trailed 
machines with 320 litre tanks are due for sev-
eral modifications in the light of greenkeeper 
and groundsmen's comments. Typical modifi-
cations are to the filling arrangements which 
will make the top filler more accessible and 
new wider wheels on the booms. 

Plumbing includes a simple sightglass/ball 
monitor to indicate if any nozzles become 

blocked as well as individual control valves. 
COSHH requirements are met with a clean 
water tank and dirty clothes locker. A hand 
lance is also standard to allow hand work 
around areas where the boom cannot reach, 
such as around trees and buildings 

Demonstrated at Sandford Springs Golf 
Club in Hampshire on the Sisis road show in 
a high wind - using just water and a colorant 
before a large number of greenkeepers and 
groundsmen the machine attracted 
favourable comment. There was no sign of 
any spray drift, nor even of any significant 
amount of staining on the shrouds which 
would indicate vortex, turbulence or spray 
build-up inside. 

Complete Weed Control are spraying con-
tractors with considerable experience of 
applying in a wide range of conditions and 
locations. Roger said that in his experience 
the public have become very alarmed about 
all spraying. Using the Ecospray has allayed 
many of their fears, perhaps because they do 
not see it as a sprayer (and they don't see 
spray), and this view was borne out at Sand-
ford Springs by one watching greenkeeper 
who commented, "you wouldn't have to put 
up the 'spraying boards' notice on the greens 
if you used one of those." 

Hardi Wlndfoil at St George's Hill -
Weybridge, Surrey 
One of the first clubs in the country to use 
the Windfoil, St George's Hill is on extremely 
undulating heathland with 27 holes in a very 
sensitive environment surrounded by very 
exclusive residential property. In addition 
trees and woodland make for uncertain wind 
eddies and directions - thus the Windfoil 
boom was a 'natural' . It is fitted behind a 
Hardi 300 litre sprayer on a Cushman. 

Andy Hall, Head Greenkeeper at St 
George's, said the boom which is in three sec-

tions and has 9 nozzles adapts to the con-
tours very well. He considered it for its ability 
to extend the spraying window and he has 
used it with both herbicides and insecticides 
and found that it has given all the flexibility 
he was expecting. No drift has been experi-
enced and the machine has been used in 
some very breezy conditions 

Electric controls make for easy operation 
and the sprayer has been fitted with an 
inductor which takes the chemical direct 
from the container, rinsing it too, thus further 
reducing the hazard to the operator. 

He used the term "flexibility" in several 
contexts, for not only has the boom given 
him flexibility in timing, but it has also given 
him greater control and accuracy in applica-
tion. The three sections run on small coaster 
wheels and keep the nozzles at a predeter-
mined height above the turf, in contrast to a 
conventional boom which can dig in or fly 
high on undulations, resulting in inaccurate 
application and greater d r i f t . 

Andy commented that because there is no 
drift, there is no smell nor pollution evident 
- and this is noticeable to the operator, 
golfers and anyone else in the area. It is his 
belief that such booms will become compul-
sory in future. The club is particularly con-
cerned about health and safety and the 
environment. Andy admitted that spraying is 
a least favoured task on the course. 

No problems in construction have been 
found, maintenance is rigidly adhered to 
with a thorough wash after use and a com-
plete grease round the wheels, which, Andy 
has been informed, can seize up on their 
axles. 

Both Andy and the club are happy about 
the investment, accepting that it is higher 
than for a basic sprayer, but Andy said, "we 
only got what we paid for - and I think we've 
got a 'Rolls Royce' in sprayers." 



An environmental 
Over the past 18 months a 

number of Scottish Golf 
Clubs have made use of the 
advice of the Scottish Golf Course 
Wildlife Adviser. 

One of the main roles of the 
post, which is funded by The 
Scottish Golf Union, The Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club of St 
Andrews, Scottish National Her-
itage and The Scottish Greenbelt 
Foundation, is to encourage and 
advise golf clubs to consider their 
contribution to the environment. 

Of the 70-80 clubs to have con-
tacted the Adviser, a number 
joined up to the Scottish Golf 
Course Wildlife Initiative. To do 
this they have made a commit-
ment to produce an Environmen-
tal Plan based on the structure 
outlined in our recently revised 
publication, "Golf's Natural Her-
itage". The production of the 

management plan essentially fol-
lows the following process: 
1. Gathering information about 
the golf course environment, 
auditing current practices, identi-
fying species and habitats, assess-
ing historical and landscape 
qualities and features. 
2. Evaluating and understanding 
the relevance of that information 
- and the interactive between 
environmental quality and golf 
course management. 
3. Detailing future objectives 
aimed at maintaining and 
enhancing environmental quality. 
Most objectives also enhance golf-
ing quality. 
4. Implementing the objectives -
possibly over a three year period. 
5. Monitoring and Reviewing the 
management plans, and planning 
to the next three year period. 

In the past few weeks Torphin 

Hill Golf Club in Edinburgh, and 
Balnagask Golf Club in Aberdeen 
have reached the stage where 
their initial plan is produced and 
the resultant actions are begin-
ning to be implemented. For this 
reason they have been awarded 
the Scottish Golf Course Wildlife 
Charter - a certificate of recogni-
tion for their effort to integrate 
environmental issues into their 
day-to-day management and 
longer term vision for the course. 
Following on from Linlithgow 
Golf Club's success, these two 
Clubs will hopefully pave the way 
for many others who are close to 
finalising their plans. These other 
courses include: Hilton Park, 
Haddington, Mouse Valley, Dru-
moig and Silverknowes (Edin-
burgh City Council), Dumbarton, 
Cochrane Castle, Kilmalcolm, The 
Dukes Course and Loch Lomond. 

In the case of Torphin Hill, the 
management plan has been dri-
ven internally by a team of dedi-
cated members from past and 
present committees. A wealth of 
advice and support has come 
from the Edinburgh Green Belt 
Trust who have facilitated many 
large scale projects by securing 
funding. Indeed, having coordi-
nated the species and habitat sur-
vey work, the Trust are now 
enabling tree planting and pond 
creating schemes to go ahead. * 

Internal projects which will not 
require capital funding are being 
taken on by Head Greenkeeper, 
Rory Campbell. Grassland man-
agement for wildflowers, increas-
ing the amount of rough 
grassland, sensitively disposing of 
cuttings and adoption of a policy 
for Integrated Pest Management 
are all being undertaken by the 

An example of the threat to the heathland - gorse encroachment. Measures to control the spread of gorse and rank grasses 
are to be implemented. One of those measures involves reducing the amount of trolley damage to the heather stands. 
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plan of action 

Two or three water features are to be created utilising the existing ditch. These will be constructed to 
benefit wildlife and golfer by their gently contouring, strategic positioning and natural characteristics. 

greenstaff at no extra cost. The 
environmental benefit of such 
steps will be, considerable. 

These environmental improve-
ments have been integrated into a 
wider general plan for all aspects 
of the course. This will ensure 
that whatever the Club's vision 
for the course, stewardship of the 
environment will remain an inte-
gral component. 

"The club are delighted to work 
in partnership at a local level with 
the Edinburgh Greenbelt Trust 
and to participate in this national 
initiative," said Roddy MacGregor, 
member of the Green Committee 
and a driving force behind the 
Torphin Hill Management Plan. 

Balnagask, a municipal course 
maintained by Aberdeen City 
Council is very different from Tor-
phin Hill. However, although their 
management objectives are 
unique to the requirements of the 
course, the process of environ-
mental planning is the same. By 

assessing and evaluating the envi-
ronmental qualities that currently 
exist the Council and the Club can 
appreciate what the best manage-
ment would be for the site. Envi-
ronmental Planning is all about 
making informed judgments. 

The plan came about through 
discussions between the Council, 
the associated Club, Scottish 
Wildlife Trust and Golf Course 
Wildlife Adviser. An assessment 
of the landscape characteristics of 
the area and a habitat survey 
indicated the environmental 
qualities which could be con-
served or enhanced. Much of this 
focuses on maintaining areas of 
highly valuable coastal heathland 
and grassland which also con-
tribute so much to the golfing 
quality and challenge of the 
course. 

The greenkeeper is Stuart 
McBain, winner of the second 
prize in last year's BIGGA Green-
keeping Awards. He will under-

take the works under the supervi-
sion of David Grant of the Coun-
cil's Arts and Leisure Department. 
The open-mindedness of the club 
has done much to enable these 
golf related environmental 
improvements to take place. 

It is hoped that the Couhcil will 
apply the management planning 
process established at Balnagask 
to the other municipal courses 
under their control. 

"The achievements of Torphin 
Hill and Balnagask demonstrate 
that golf courses can significantly 
enhance the environment through 
sensitive management," said 
Jonathan Smith, Scottish Golf 
Course Wildlife Adviser. 

"Environmental improvements 
on a course create opportunities 
to add further interest, challenge 
and naturalness. Features which 
enhance the course for the golfer 
can also become valuable wildlife 
habitat and create a more natural 
landscape character," he added. 

'The 
achievements 
of Torphin Hill 
and 
Balnagask 
demonstrate 
that golf 
courses can 
significantly 
enhance the 
environment 
through 
sensitive 
management' 



ers' Guide The most cost-effective way of reaching readers of Greenkeeper 
International. Simply ring Amanda Mayo, Jenny Panton or James 
McEvoy on 01347 838581 and ask about an alphabetical 
category listing: the cost starts from as little as £28 per month. 

Agronomy 
G R A S S S C I E N C E 

G O L F C O U R S E C O N S U L T A N T S 

• COURSE MANAGEMENT 
• IN-DEPTH AGRONOMY ADVICE 
• MANAGEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION 

AND RE-CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
• FULL ANALYSIS SERVICE 
For more details and a brochure contact: 

g 7a s s GRASS SCIENCE 
S c i e n c e G a r s i d e S t r e e t 

Tel: 01204 366036 B o l t o n 
Fax : 01204 385276 BL1 4AE 

QtnÀct* JAAIacIL 
consulting agronomist 

offers a practical and scientific 
approach to problem solving and 

an all-round service towards 
cost-effective golf course 

construction and maintenance 

Introductory visits without obligation 

25 Cheviot Close Tel/Fax 
Tonbridge TN9 1NH 01732 350351 

B Jamieson 
Golf Advisors Ltd 

Bruce Jamieson formerly Director of 
Agronomy with the PGA European Tour has 
now formed the above company offering 
expert advice on: 
• Golf course maintenance 
• Tournament preparation and presentation 
• Machinery selection 
• Budgeting 
• Staff recruitment 
• Soil and turf analysis 
Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
10 Ashlea, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9RQ 
Telephone 01256 760870 

P S D A G R O N O M Y L T D 
A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY 

SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB 
and GREENKEEPER 

• Contract Management of 
Extensions and New Courses 

• Site Management and Problem 
Diagnosis on Existing Courses 

• Technical Advice and Support 
all year round 

• Soil and Turf Analysis 
For further information contact: 

David Stansfield or John Hacker 
42 Garstang Road, Preston PR1 1NA 
Tel: (01772) 884450 Fax: 884445 

Artificial Grass 
Gabbotts Farm Barn 
Bury Lane, Withnell 
Chorley, Lancashire 
PR6 8SW 

Tel: 01254 831666 
Fax: 01254 83I06 

q 

• V E R D E TEE F R A M E 
Steel platform, woven grass top. 

• V E R D E W I N T E R TEE 
Generous size, self-install kit. 

• V E R D E D R I V I N G MATS 
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices. 

• A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S E S 

! • D R I V I N G BAYS A N D NETS 
For club and home use. 

t 

YOU'RE ONTO A WINNER WITH 
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL 

Find three tiny £50 notes 
- win a real one, for free! 
H E R E W E G O w i t h a n o t h e r c h a n c e t o W I N £ 5 0 w i t h 
G r e e n k e e p e r I n t e r n a t i o n a l ! 

Al l y o u h a v e t o d o is t a k e a l o o k a t t h i s £ 5 0 n o t e 

s y m b o l . N o w l o o k t h r o u g h t h e a d s i n t h e B u y e r s ' 

G u i d e s e c t i o n a n d s p o t T H R E E o f t h e m - t h e y ' v e b e e n 

r e d u c e d i n s i z e , b u t t h e y ' r e t h e r e , s o m e w h e r e ! 

W r i t e d o w n t h e n a m e s o f t h e t h r e e a d s w h e r e t h e £ 5 0 n o t e s 

a r e l o c a t e d a n d s e n d y o u r e n t r i e s o n a p o s t c a r d t o : N o t e t h e N o t e s 

C o m p e t i t i o n , B I G G A , A l d w a r k M a n o r , A l d w a r k , A l n e , Y o r k , N o r t h 

Y o r k s h i r e Y 0 6 2 N F , t o b e r e c e i v e d b y f i r s t p o s t F r i d a y J a n u a r y 3 0 , 

1 9 9 8 . T h e f i r s t c o r r e c t e n t r y d r a w n a f t e r t h a t d a t e w i l l w i n £ 5 0 . 

it could be YOU! Enter today - and Note the Notes! 
Judges' decision is final. Not open to BIGGA staff. 

*
N e i l S a d l e r , A s s i s t a n t G r e e n k e e p e r a t 

G r a n t o w n G o l f C l u b , w a s t h e l u c k y w i n n e r o f 

l a s t m o n t h ' s c o m p e t i t i o n - a c r i s p £ 5 0 i s o n i t s w a y , 

N e i l . I t c o u l d b e Y O U R T U R N t h i s m o n t h ! 

Animal Repellents 
S C U T T L E 

For Humane Rabbit Control 

MAFF No. 04559 l o 
i r à 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

- , CONTACT US ON 

# 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

wwM&mM' 
PROFESSIONAL PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

AND ASSOCIATED TURF SERVICES 
F O R A L L Y O U R S P R A Y I N G 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T e l : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 1 1 
F a x : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 2 2 

M o b i l e : 0 8 5 0 3 0 0 1 0 4 
Unit 12 Lindenhill Road, Bracknell, 

Berkshire RG42 1UT. 
Weed Free' and the Daisy logo are registered 

Trade Marks 

Architects 

^AIRWAYS 
D I S C R E E T C O N T R O L 

CONSULTANCY 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING 

<$c /tfo&s-... 

SPRINGER HOUSE • WINDMILL LANE 
KEMBLE • CIRENCESTER GLOS • GL7 6AN 

TEL: 01285 770919 
FAX: 01285 770910 

4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE J 
i BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES. | 
| Please call for samples & information J 

« ' v i l f c . - - - — i t - 7 

Amenity Spraying 
Talk To The Professionals First 

Vertidraining • Aeriat ion • Seeding 

• Fertil ising • Top Dressing 

• Contract Spraying • All leading 

brands of Seeds, Fertilizers 

& Chemica l s 

Howard Swan MSC 

Nigel Henbury B .A.Dip.ARCH 

Golf Course Architects 

Swan Golf Designs Limited 
Telfords Barn, Willingate, Ongar, 

Essex C M 5 OQF, England 
Tel: 01277 896229 Fax: «1277 89630« 

E-Mail: SwanGoiroesigns@btinternet.com 

A member of the 
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF ARCHITECTS 

# ¡ T R 
Amenity Land Services Ltd 

Long Lane, Wellington, 
Telford TF6 6HA 

C o n t a c t : Br ian W h i p p , J o n a t h a n Car r , D u n c a n B u r t o n 
Tel: (019S2) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369 

B R I T I S H I N S T I T U T E O F G O L F 

C O U R S E A R C H I T E C T S 

Representing the leading European 
Practices in golf course design, working 

worldwide and offering professional 
services from initial site appraisals and 

feasibilities, conceptual designs, to 
detailed architecture, specifications and 
project management and construction 

design. 
Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon, 

Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE 
Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037 

Ball Washers 
B A Y C O 

COURSE 
ACCESSORIES G C 7 0 0 

• FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

- , CONTACT US ON 

1 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Bio Stimulants 
R O O T S 

For increased root development 

Rye grass leaf 
and root growth. 
Yale University 
Research 
Studies. 

A 

m 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

CONTACT US ON 

# 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Bridges 

BRIDGES 

Pedestrian and Vehicular 

REVETMENTS 

SHEET PILING 

SHELTERS 

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS 
THE SHIPYARD, GAINSBOROUGH. 

LINCOLNSHIRE DN21 1NG 
lephonc (01427) 611800 fax (0142-7) 612867 

Buildings 

THE GREENKEEPER'S 
CHOICE 

Secure sectional steel buildings ¡n various sizes. 
• Machinery & equipment storage 

• Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage 
• Workshops • Tool sheds 

• Trolley stores 
• Temporary fencing & secure 

enclosures 
For FREE design service, quotation, 

brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW 

« 0121 553 5723 (24hrs) 
Elwell Buildings Ltd, 204 Oldbury Road. West Bromwich. 

West Midlands B70 9DE. Fax: 0121 580 1172 

HAVE YOU FOUND THE 
TINY £50 NOTES YET? 

Track them down and 
win a REAL £50 note! 

Get searching! 

mailto:SwanGoiroesigns@btinternet.com


Greenkeepers' Stores 
Driving Ranges 

Club Houses 
• Machinery Storage ' 
• Maintenance Workshops 
• Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage 
• Offices and Staff Mess Rooms 

FREE initial designs and costings 

Ivan J Cooper Ltd 
Steel Framed Buildings 

Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET 

Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662 

Chemical Disposal 

CHEMICAL & EMPTY 
CONTAINER DISPOSAL 

A PROBLEM? 
ENVIROGREEN offer a Specialist 
Pesticide Disposal Service for both 
full and empty Container disposal. 

ENVIROGREEN LIMITED 
49 Ringwood Road 

Alderholt, near Fordingbridge, 
Hampshire SP6 3DF 

Tel: 0345 125398 
Fax: 01425 656260 

Grundon can provide safe 
disposal for pesticides and 
herbicides and all chemical 

wastes. For more information 
on how Grundon can help 
with your "Duty of Care" r 

telephone 01491 834311 

Cockleshells 
BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK 

Washed Cockleshells 
Delivered Nationwide, Competitive Prices 
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich, 
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607 

Mobile: 0850 353603 

Construction 
RD JONES & SONS 
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 

Design, Construction and 
Refurbishment Specialists 

Cae Coch Farm, Whitford, Flintshire, 
North Wales CH8 9EP 

Tel: 01745 561761 Fax: 01745 561988 
MEMBERS OF BIGGA 

J. & E. ELY 
GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION 
R e a d i n g , B e r k s 

T e l / F a x 0 1 1 8 9 7 2 2 2 5 7 

¡BAGCCÏ 

C O N T O U R 
GOLF- LIMITED 

Construction of new golf development 
and upgrading of existing courses 

Tel: 01327 879464 
Mobile: 0385 272935 

Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry, 
Northants NN11 4QS 

Irish Office: 026 471 83 

. fSSOC/^s. 

^ air o . 

C O N T A C T T H E 
P R O F E S S I O N A L S 

Jonathan Franks, Secretary, 
BAGCC, 37 Five Mile Drive, 

Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8HT 
Tel/Fax: (01865)516927 

Course Equipment Directional Drilling 

CJ. Collins 
Construction 

Golf Course Contractors 
Burgess HflL West Sussex 

; C | Tel: 01444 242993 
Fax: 01444 247318 

Ì M Ç 
|B4jpC; 

HAVE YOU FOUND THE 
TINY £ 5 0 NOTES YET? 

Track them down and 
win a REAL £50 note! 

Get searching! 

GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION 

Woodlands, Ellis Road, Boxted, 
Colchester, Essex C 0 4 5RN 

Tel: (01206) 272834 Fax: (01206) 272104 

A r t j n g t o n 
28 PUMP LANE 
HORNDEAN 
WATERLOOVILLE 
HAMPSHIRE 
P08 9TS ENGLAND 
T/E: (01705) 592390 

or Contact Ted Awcock on 0410 450454 
Update Your Exist ing Course By: 

TEE EXTENSIONS 
GREEN RE-MODELLING 
BUNKER ALTERATIONS 

DRAINAGE 
also NEW C O U R S E CONSTRUCTION 

A New Company... For Your Golf Course 

enouationô 
Offering design and build remodels 

Experienced Designers 
Quality Construction 
Fixed Price _>r , 

Philip House, Stamford Itomi. liowdon. 
Al trine ham, Chou hire. WAM 2JU 
Tel: 0161 92 9 8600 
Pax: 0161 929 5060 

Specialists 
in Golf 
Course 

Construction 

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED 
"Ashfield House" »1154 Melton Road 

Syston «Leicester • LE7 2HB 

/ T \ Tel: 0116 269 6766 
§BAGcr: Mobile: 0836 553899 

Fax: 0116 269 6866 

(S GOLF COURSE 

ACCESSORIES V 
IRELAND'S LEADING GOLF 

COURSE EQUIPMENT & 
ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
TEL: (01247) 271163 
FAX: (01247)471136 

Tfie hesP for less! 

Lockon to Tacit's new Flagstick 
with Anti-wear Ferrule. 

When used in conjunction with 
Tacit's quality Holecups, it will 
prolong the life of the Flagsticks 

and so keep them upright 
longer. 

For further details contact: 

TACIT" 
Golf Course Equipment Manufacturers 

Tel: 01788 568818 
Fax: 01788 537485 

Tell the industry of your 
products and services, 

through an advertisement in 
greenkeeping's top magazine 
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL 

B A Y C O 

C O U R S E 
A C C E S S O R I E S 

• FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

j m 
CONTACT US ON 

j m 
# 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

BMIHRUST H3S& 
SPECIALISTS IN 

UNDERGROUND CABLE 
DUCTING AND PIPE 

INSTALLATION 
• STEEL PIPE DRIVING 

• IMPACT MOLING 
• DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 

SYSTEMS 
• AUGER BORING 
• PIPE (BURSTING) 

84 LINCROFT, OAKLEY 
BEDFORD MK43 7SS 

TEL/FAX 01234 825948 
MOBILE 0585 463439 

Drainage 

• Construction 
• Renovation 

• Drainage 
• Irrigation 

Tel: 01865 736 272 
Fax: 01865 326 176 

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD 

Turfdry 
Golf Course Drainage 

Specialists 

For fast and friendly UK 
service call: 

Melvyn Taylor 
on 01283 551417 
or 0836 259133 

S'lEVENlPASK 
L I M I T E D 

Drainage and Sandslitting 
Verti-Draining 2.5 & I 5 Metre 
Ryan GA30 and Amazone sand 

Spreader Hire 
Tee, Green and Bunker 

Cunstruetion/Re-Modell ing 
Tel: 01529 455757 

Duncan Ross 
L i m i t e d 

S P O R T S T U R F DRAINAGE SPECIAL ISTS 
* Latest Sportsturf Trenching Machine 
* Verti Draining * Sand Slitting 
* Gravel Banding • Top Dressing 
* Overseeding 
Design Installation and Maintenance service 

Tel/Fax: 01257 255321 
Shevington, Wigan, Lanes 

BARRY F COOPER 
& ASSOCIATES 

GOLF COURSE DRAINAGE 
CONSULTANTS 

COMPLETE SCHEME 
DESIGN AND SUPERVISION 

61 Station Road, Great Bowden, 
Market Harborough, 

Leics LE16 7HL 

Tel: 01858 467684 
Fax: 01858 433942 

SLEATH & SON 
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE 

Full range of modern equipment providing 
UK and European service 

Contact Geoff Sleath 
Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075 



= B O U R N E = 
S M f s o i l w S I YEARS | 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s o f 
t o p d r e s s i n g & r o o t z o n e s 

S u p p l i e r s o f b u n k e r s a n d s 

B O U R N E A M E N I T Y 
N e w e n d e n , C r a n b r o o k , 

T N 1 8 5 Q G Tel : 0 1 7 9 7 2 5 2 2 9 8 

Mû 
S p e c i a l i s t s i n l a n d d r a i n a g e , 

g o l f c o u r s e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d 

m a i n t e n a n c e 

M J ABBOTT LIMITED 
Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5EB 
Tel: 01722 716361 • Fax. 01722 716828 

2 Drainage. 

s Sand Slitting. ! Vertidraining. 

i Established 42 years 

O N G A R , E S S E X 

1 0 1 2 7 7 8 9 0 2 7 4 

1 

• Vertidrain * J \ • Top-dressing 
• Land Drainage * Overseeding 
• All types of construction 

(01734)795454 
Winnersh, Reading, Berkshire 

Driving Range Equipment 

RA\GE SERVAXT 
G O L F R A N G E E Q U I P M E N T 

Bal l D i s p e n s e r s , C o l l e c t o r s 
a n d W a s h e r s . P lay Off M a t s 

a n d W i n t e r Tee M a t s 

A U T O M A T I C T E E - U P U N I T 

T e l / F a x : 0 1 9 2 3 2 6 3 7 7 7 
at Abbott's Toolhire, Hempstead Road, 

Hunton Bridge, Watford. Herts WD1 3NJ 

Environmental Monitoring 
T H E F U L L R A N G E O F 

I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N 
Do you need to measure 

• Soil/Water ph • Rain Fall 
• Wind Speed 

• Soil/Water Temperature 
• Air Temperature/Pressure 

• Relative Humidity 

• i l k FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

0 CONTACT US ON 

Í 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Enviromental Products 

FwkoùM'and 
e H P i m m h s U / 

ecMUefc 
farmuia 

Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford, 
Kent TN27 9DU 

Tel: 01233 756241 Fax: 01233 756419 

Fertilisers 

m The Andersons. 
Uniformly the best 
in the business 

• T h e « « * • 
• Andersons • 

The Highest Quality Nitrogen 
source in the industry with the most 

uniform particle size available 

j j * 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

- , CONTACT US ON 

( 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Fertiliser Spreaders 

The complete range of 
Professional Rotary and 

Drop Spreaders 

I 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Fountains 

Fountains 
For all your floating fountain and 

aerator requirements, contact 
S.G.I. Sales. Ask for details of our 

large range for functional and 
decorative displays. 

S.G.I. Sales 
6 Stuart Road, 

M a r k e t H a r b o r o u g h , 
Leics LE16 9 P Q 

Tel: 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 3 1 5 3 
Fax: 0 1 8 5 8 4 1 0 0 8 5 

Grass Cutting Equipment 

SAVñ 
MONñf! 

EX DEMONSTRATION 
AND TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED 
GOLF COURSE MACHINERY AVAILABLE 
FROM STOCK 

ffffffl J A C O B S E N 
I M a 

B E A V E R R Y A N HAYTER 

S I S I S C U S H M A N 

I H - i H I r U T M l 

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY ARRANGED 

GRKKNSWAKD liNG. CO. Manor Farm, 
Otley Kcl, Adel, Leeds I.Slfi 7AL. Tel: (1113 267 61)00 

Grass Seed 

T u r f J r 

c , ^ ¿ f M a n a g e m e n t Systems o 
for 

PRE-GERMINATED GRASS SEED 
"LIQUID SOD" SPRAY ON GRASS 

TOP DRESSINGS 
GRASS SEED 
FERTILISERS 
HERBICIDES 

HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
and 

A l l T u r f c a r e M a t e r i a l s 

D r o m e n a g h F a r m , 
S e v e n h i l l s R o a d , I v e r H e a t h , 

B u c k s S L 0 OPA 
Te l : 0 1 8 9 5 8 3 4 4 1 1 
F a x : 0 1 8 9 5 8 3 4 8 9 2 

Irrigation 

I K R I C . A 1 I O N 
c o n t r o l 

DESIGN • SUPPLY 
INSTALL • SERVICE 

N e w s y s t e m s , s 
a n d s y s t e m i 

y s t e m e x t e n s i o n s 
r e f u r b i s h m e n t s 

Call us for a FREE system survey 

Yorkshire 
0 1 1 3 2 4 5 0 4 1 4 

Cheshire 
0 1 6 0 6 5 5 8 9 2 7 

Fu l l m e m b e r s o f t h e B T L I A 

IRRIGATION 
Supply , install, upg rade 

a n d repair 

P lows a n d trenchers for 

sale /h i re 

I r r i g a t i o n a n d D r a i n a g e 
S e r v i c e s L t d 

Te l : 0 1 6 3 3 8 9 3 1 1 9 

Cameron 
I R R I G A T I O N 

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment 
to Golf Courses, Bowling Greens, 

Landscapes, Horticulture. 
•Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment. 

•Existing Systems renovated and upgraded. 
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

Call now for your Irrigation needs. 

Cameron ( M o c p e n n y ) 
Unit 17-18 High down Industrial Estate, 
Ringwood, Hants. BII24 1ND 
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296 

Logic • m i t « 

Manufacturers & Distributors of 
quality irrigation equipment 

• EICON radio remote control for 
TW2-1 and TW2-4 

• AQUARIUS 2 PC based control 
system, runs in Windows 95 

• LOGIC decoders, compatible 
with TW1 or TW2, 3 year warranty, 
lightning protection included. 
Multlway outputs, up to 4 valves. 

from £18.00 per station 

Tel: 01491 837 455 

0 

£ Installation 
Sales 

n o " & Service 
N.E. England, Yorkshire, S. Humberside, Lincolnshire. 

Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire 
Contact 

E B & L S I M M S 
Unit 18, Camp Hill Close, Dallamires Lane, Ripon 

North Yorkshire HG4 1TT 
Tel: (01765) 602175 or 690598 Fax: (01765) 603488 

T. & G . T U R F 
I R R I G A T I O N S E R V I C E S 
13 Castlegate, Knaresborough, 

North Yorkshire HG5 ONS 
Tel & Fax: ( 0 1 4 2 3 ) 8 6 4 9 6 3 

Full member of B.T.L.I.A. 

vtermafion 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s , d e s i g n e r s 

a n d i n s t a l l e r s o f 

GOLF COURSE 
IRRIGATION 

FOR 27 YEARS 
T o n g h a m R o a d , A l d e r s h o t , 

H a n t s G U 1 2 4 A A 

T e l : 0 1 2 5 2 3 3 6 8 3 8 
F a x : 0 1 2 5 2 3 3 6 8 0 8 

—DECIDE AFTER-
TALKING TO US... 

As Europe's most experienced 
independent consultants we are always 

ready to help you with advice on all 
aspects of irrigation related matters. 

PO BOX 1192 
, Fo rd ingbr idge 

, J U O l HantsSP6 1YD 
GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS England 

y Tel: (01425) 652087 Fax:(01425) 652476 

B R I T I S H O V E R H E A D 
I R R I G A T I O N L I M I T E D 

Tel: (01932) 788301 
Fax: (01932) 780437 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION 

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND 
COMPLETE PROJECTS 

B E S T B U Y B . O . I . L . 

E X P E R I E N C E - E X P E R T I S E 
C A R E - S E R V I C E 

s i n c e 1 9 2 3 
Founder Member BTLIA 

if 
/ 

Design. Supply. Installation. Service. 
From full systems to improvements 

on present systems a n d service. 
Phone Now to find out how you can 

Save Money! 
Phone/Fax: 0 1 4 0 5 8 1 4 8 8 9 Office 

M o b i l e 0 4 2 1 5 7 8 8 2 8 
^J^omU be ovwe^ed w k e r e w e Mp! 

QuloPloujjy/lem; 
Auto House, Ashtree Works, Mill Road, 

Barnham Broom, Norfolk NR9 4DE 
Tel: (11603 7S9701 Fax: 01603 7582(H) 

Call now for all your water requirements on 
commercial landscaping, golf courses, sports 

grounds, bowling greens, private gardens. 
Your complete independent irrigation specialists 



A Nationwide 
Irrigation Service 
A well designed and installed irrigation system 
is a vital component to a successful project. 
OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems for 
sportsground, recreational, amenity and 
landscape areas. 
We offer comprehensive expert consultations, 
designs, quotations, manufacture, supply, 
installation and service. 
OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of 
quality irrigation equipment for every 
requirement. 
Regional offices throughout the UK 
For further information contact 
Head Office on 01460 241939 

O C M I S 
(Wuckner Hunter SS^iSSSi 

Design and service you can trust 

Hunter 
The Irrigation Innovators 

Phone or Fax for your list o f 

Hinifcr Deales 
throughout the U K and Ireland 

S p o r t s g r o u n d I r r i g a t i o n C o . 

T e l : 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 3 1 5 3 

F a x : 0 1 8 5 8 8 1 0 0 8 5 

B IRRIGATION 

> S E R V I C E S ^ f / r 
V VP 

East Mid lands Area 
Installation, Sales and 

Service 
Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR 

T e l : ( 0 1 7 7 7 ) 8 1 7 4 1 0 

A u t o m a t i c W a t e r i n g 

S y s t e m s f o r S p o r t s 

a n d L e i s u r e G r o u n d s 
• Designed • Supplied • Installed 

GLEN HEAT & IRRIGATION 
Pinchbeck, Spalding, L ines. 

/ « L B Tel: ( 01775 ) 7 2 2 3 2 7 
Fax: (01775 ) 7 2 5 4 4 4 

IRRIGATION CONTROL 

D E S I G N , S U P P L Y , I N S T A L L , S E R V I C E 

INSTALLING THE WORLD'S 
FINEST IRRIGATION PRODUCTS 

Area dealers for: 

Hllllter and W e a t h e r ^ ] m o tit 

YVINSFORD CHESHIRE 
Tel : 0 1 6 0 6 5 5 8 9 2 7 
F a x : 0 1 6 0 6 8 6 2 8 8 2 

N O R T H S T A F F S I R R I G A T I O N B L A K E Construction/Liners 
D E S I G N A N D I N S T A L L A T I O N 

B Y A N I N D E P E N D E N T , 
F A M I L Y C O M P A N Y 
Tel: 0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 or 

Tel/Fax: 0 1 7 8 2 3 9 5 7 3 4 

W A R D L E 
C o n s u l t i n g E n g i n e e r s , L t d . 

INDEPENDENT 
IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS 

& PROJECT MANAGERS 

8, Main St. Barton-under-Needwood 
STAFFS DE13 8DP 

Main Office Tel/Fax: 01283 711 864 
Area Office Tel/Fax: 01483 278 416 

Pest Control 

IRRIGATION 
^ <> SYSTEM ^ 

t> b CONTROLS LTD 
(Inc. MACPENNY-CAMERON IRRIGATION) 

IRRIGATION 
Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses, 

Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture. 
* Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment 

* Existing Systems renovated and upgraded 
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 
Call now for all your Irrigation needs.'' 

MISC LTD, Unit 18, Hightown Industrial Estate, 
Ringwood, Hants BH241ND 

Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296 

Installation. 
Service. 

Established 42 years 
O N G A R , ESSEX 
0 1 2 7 7 8 9 0 2 7 4 

M J ABBOTT LIMITED 
Design, supply and installation of 

R a î n ^ B / R D 
Irrigation Systems 

T e l : 0 1 7 2 2 7 1 6 3 6 1 

HIGH RELIABILITY 
DECODERS 

Equivalent to Watermation.CIC, 
Wright Rain, Primetime, Robydome, 

TORO and ISS 
• No switches, more reliable 
• 5 year warranty 
• Multi-outputs available 
• Low cost address programmer 
• Competitively priced 

TONICK WATERING 
Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500 

Associate Member ot BTLIA 

Irrigation Pumps 
P E T E M O L D P U M P S 

NATIONWIDE SPECIALISTS 

SUPPLIERS - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

OF IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 

TO GOLF COURSES, BOWLING GREENS, 

LANDSCAPES AND HORTICULTURE 

EXISTING SYSTEMS RENOVATED 

AND UPGRADED 

Tel: 01908 511255 Fax: 01908 511288 

GT GROUP 
LEAST COST 
W A T E R P R O O F I N G OF 
LAKES A N D RESERVOIRS 
- using lining membranes and associated 
geosynthetic materials. 
• Comprehensive service available to 
owners/architects/consultants and contractors 
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road, 
Nayland, COLCHESTER C06 4IT 
For technical and sales enquiries 
Tel: (01206) 262676 
Fax: ( 01206 )262998 

FIRST-IN-LINE 
L i n i n g s p e c i a l i s t s 

Ponds • Reservoirs • Lakes 
Golf Water Features 

Tel: 01794 390708 
Fax: 01794 390183 

Lake Management 
C R Y S T A L C L E A R W S P 

100% Biological Control of 
Algae with additional benefits of 

increased water clarity. 

L A K E C O L O R A N T W S P 
Create a natural blue colour to 

your lakes, water hazards, ponds 
with the ease of WSP packets. 

• 

JTk 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

CONTACT US ON 

# 0118 951 0033 

Liquid Fertilisers 
S p o o n f e e d y o u r t u r f 
t h i s s u m m e r f o r l e s s 

t h a n £ 5 0 p e r 
h e c t a r e . 

• Bent Grass Special 
28-8-18 

. , . , ..-•- ' Zero Phosphate Special 
IEMZ9 25-0-25 

A 

j m 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

0 CONTACT US ON 

# 0118 951 0033 

Mower Spares 
M O W E R A C C E S S O R I E S 

L T D 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s o f h i g h 
q u a l i t y l a w n m o w e r 

b l a d e s a n d c y l i n d e r s . 
S u p p l i e r s o f s p a r e s a n d 

a c c e s s o r i e s . 
6 5 F o r n c e t t S t r e e t 

S h e f f i e l d S 4 

T e l : 0 1 1 4 2 7 6 5 8 2 5 
F a x : 0 1 1 4 2 7 6 5 8 5 5 

Superscreened Sphagnum Peat 
for Golf Course Construction 

and Maintenance 
# Conforms to BS4156 
# Weed and Pathogen Free 
# Provides quick and even establishment 
# Excellent water retention during dry periods 
# Reduced risk of dry patch 
# Consistent quality for easy handling and 

mixing 
# Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide 

Finnfibre Horticulture Ltd 
Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road, 
East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1AW 
Tel: 01903 859555 Fax: 01903 859666 

P E S T C O N T R O L S E R V I C E S 
Arch Cottage , Bulmer, York 

RABBITS MOLES SQUIRRELS 
Jess Yorkshire 0 1 6 5 3 - 6 1 8 763 
Les Humberside 0 1 6 5 2 - 6 5 9 308 
Neil Newcast le 0 1 9 1 - 4 8 9 0 6 9 0 

ph Control 

ZEPHYR 
WATER TREATMENT LTD 

ph and chlorine control for turf quality 

improvement. Individually designed and 

installed dosing systems for 

irrigation applications. 

23 Brassmill Enterprise Centre, 
Brassmill Lane, Bath, Avon BA1 3JN 

Tel: 01225 334838 Fax: 01225 442028 

m BI 
W a t e r Q u a l i t y C o n t r o l 

pH and chlorine control and dosing systems for 
your irrigation water, for improved turf quality. 

Nationwide installation and commissioning 
service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes 

STRANCO LTD. 
17 Apex Park, Hailsham, East Sussex. 
Tel 01323 441744 Fax 01323 441611 

Greenturf Systems 
for pH Control using 

"PHAIRWAY" solution 
Contact: 

S.G.I. Sales 
6 Stuart Road, 

M a r k e t Harborough , 
Leics L E I 6 9 P Q 

Tel: 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 3 1 5 3 
Fax: 0 1 8 5 8 4 1 0 0 8 5 

FREE S O I L A N D WATER T E S T I N G 

HAVE YOU FOUND THE 
TINY £50 NOTES YET? 

Track them down and 
win a REAL £50 note! 

Get searching! 

Railway Sleepers 

A ^ l 

RAILWAY 
SLEEPERS 
1 S T C L A S S Q U A L I T Y O N L Y 
N O T C O N S T R U C T I O N G R A D E 
F O R K E E N P R I C E S 
CONTACT MR DAVID ROI5INSON 
T E L / F A X : 0 1 « I 4 5 6 7 i O i > 
A T S T R I K E T O P T U R F ' 

R A I L W A Y S L E E P E R S 
8 ' 6 " x 1 0 " x 5 " 

C R O S S I N G T I M B E R S 
1 2 " x 6 " u p t o 1 6 ' l o n g 

Price quo ted for n u m b e r requ i red 

T e l ( 0 1 2 3 3 ) 6 2 5 1 2 1 o r 6 2 0 2 7 7 

Faggs Fleet 
W h i t f i e l d R o a d , 

A s h f o r d , K e n t 

Irrigation Systems 
& Equipment 

For all your irrigation 
requirements, whether a new 

installation or system 
refurbishment - contact us now for 

a free survey, design and 
quotation. 

I.L.S. Irrigation Systems & 
Equipment, Oundle Road, 

Lutton, Peterborough PE8 5 N D 
Tel/Fax: 01832 272450 



A1 CONSTRUCTION 
GRADE SLEEPERS 

Any quantity, delivered anywhere 

also 

COCKLESHELL 
PATH MEDIA 

Bulk loads, discounted prices 

FINETURF PRODUCTS 
01375 361606 

Root Zone 
BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD 

Specialist Manufacturer and Supplier 
(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top 

Dressings - to all specifications including 
USGA. Supplied nationwide. 
Please phone for quotation. 
Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 

Fax: (01858) 434734 

Sand/Silica Sand 

0 3 % &d 
( E B E N E Z E R M E A R S ) 

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND 

for Tees Greens - Bunkers 

and drainage sands and shingles 

Wintersells Road. Bytleet. KT14 7AZ 

01932 345616 

GRUNDON 

NOW SPREADING 
IN YOUR AREA 

T o p D r e s s i n g 
B u n k e r S a n d 

R o o t Z o n e 
T e e s D r e s s i n g 
A l l A g g r e g a t e s 

P a t h G r a v e l s 
C o c k l e s h e l l 

N E W H O T L I N E N U M B E R : 

Contact Gordon 
on 01367 244078 

THIS SPACE 
COULD BE 
WORKING 

FOR 

YOU ! 
Seats 

Seats, tables, chairs, 
benches, 
planters and lit 
terbins made 
from plantation 

grown teak. Usted in 
the Good Wood Guide. 

Send for brochure 

D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road, 
Patchway, Bristol BS12 5T8 
Tel: (II17 i)3l 5.W5 Fax: «117 9.11 5.Î.V4 

Sports Netting 
S P O R T S N E T T I N G 

• • • T I L D E N E T • • • • • • 

• PERIMETER NETTING 
• TARGET NETS 
• ANTI BALL PLUGGING 
• GRASS GERMINATION 
• ANTI DAZZLE NETTING 
• PADDED/NET BAY DIVIDERS 
• CHIPPING NET 
• PRACTICE NETS 
• 'EPIC' TARGET GREEN 
• BALLSTOP FENCING 

T E L : O l 1 7 9 6 6 9 6 8 4 

Tee Mats 

PRO-TEE 
ALL-WEATHER 
GOLF 
MATS 
Constructed using a robust and durable 
glass reinforced cement base and three 
individually replaceable turf sections -
which have 12mm rubber shock pad 
backings - the PRO-TEE all-weather golf 

Take a closer look a 

weather surface 
• Available in two 

• Suitable for right or left handed 

• Weatherproof, 

Special levelling 

LINKS LEISURE 
LIMITED 
Unit 22, 
Civic Industrial Park, Whitchurch, Shropshire 

3 1TT 8 663002 

I 

\ all your 
equipment 
requirements 

' Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee 
& Practice Mat 

« Golf Course Furniture 
• Driving Range & Practice Ground 

Equipment 
• Flooring & Pathways 

Tel: 01704 571271 
Fax: 01704 571272 

T U f t u * 
A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S 

T E E M A T S , C A R R Y M A T S 

A N D P U T T I N G 

S U R F A C E S F R O M 

CARPETITION LTD 
1 4 K a f f i r R o a d , E d g e r t o n , 

H u d d e r s f i e l d H D 2 2 A N 

Tel: (014X4)428777 Fax: (01484)423251 

Top Dressings 

TV 
Martins 
v 

O F C O U R S E 
F O R 

• P i n n a c l e ^ DRESSING 

• 0 A K A M 0 0 R B U N K E R S A N D 

' Pinnacle ROOTZONES 

• P A R - L I N K P A T H W A Y G R A V E L 

MARTIN BROTHERS 

Tel: 01625 614121 
F a x : 0 1 6 2 5 6 1 8 2 8 2 

ROOTZONES s 

s DIVOT MIXES ^ „ 
3 TOP-DRESSINGS 

i SCREENED SOILS o 
ft DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS« 

Alan Hadley Limited, Fenton House, 
102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross, 

Reading, Berkshire RG7 1BJ 

Tel: 0118 988 3266 
Fax: 0118 988 4538 

THORPE TREES 
Thorpe Underwood, Ouseburn, York Y05 9SR A Top q u a l i t y t r e e a n d | 

h e d g e p l a n t s g r o w n , 
s u p p l i e d a n d p l a n t e d 

Woodland Grant Applications 

FREE advisory visit and catalogue. 
Golf course planting a speciality 

Tel: (01423) 330977 
Fax: (01423) 331348 

Eastcote 
Nurseries 
(Solihull) Ltd 

* T r e e S p a d e h i r e 
* T r e e m o v i n g 
* S e m i m a t u r e t r e e s 

Nationwide service 
Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull, 

West Midlands B92 0JL 

T e l : 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 0 3 3 
F a x : 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 3 2 4 

PLANTING TREES 
THIS YEAR? 

We can supply the full range of native 
hardwood and softwood saplings from only 

20p each. We offer free, friendly and 
personal advice on planting schemes. 

We supply all your planting sundries, eg 
tubes, stake ties, rabbit guards etc. 

We can offer more mature trees (6ft to 
8ft tall - mainly four or five years old) for 
only £6 each if you give us flexibility on 

varieties. (Minimum order 100 with a 
guaranteed 10 different varieties) 

Free delivery on reasonable orders. 
Please give us a call for a full list 

R u t l a n d T r e e N u r s e r y 
The Windmill, Morcott, Oakham, 

Rutland. LE15 8EG 
Tel/Fax: 0 1 5 7 2 7 4 7 3 7 3 

G R O W E R S A N D S U P P L I E R S O F H I G H 

Q U A L I T Y C U L T I V A T E D T U R F F O R A L L 

A P P L I C A T I O N S A N D A P P O I N T E D 

O F F I C I A L T U R F P R O D U C E R S 

T O W E M B L E Y S T A D I U M 

Please contact Head O f f i c e for more information: 

T H E I N T U R F G R O U P 

Regen t Street • Pock l ing ton • York Y 0 4 2 Q N 
Te lephone 01759 304101 • Fax 01759 305229 

w'c 

^ c v a fcinw class cfa grass... 
The independent supplier with a wide product range 
of turf for all applications. 
Grasslands Turf Farm / 1 T \ 
Ashford Road. New Romney, |Grasslands] 
Kent TN28 8TH. Tel: (01797) VM K / 
367130 • Fax: (01797) 367929 ^ ^ 

Tree Planting 

(\, S O V E R E I G N <Ss© T U R F 
A L L Y E A R R O U N D 

Q U A L I T Y T U R F 

Tel: 01603 746229 

Fax: 01603 746243 for TGA 

Mob: 0850 752744 APPROVED TURF 
FIR TREE FARM • BLAXHALL • WOODBRIGE IP1 2 2DX 

Pro Turf 
w 

a n d s u p p l i e r s o f q u a l i t y 

c u l t i v a t e d T e e s , 

G r e e n s a n d A m e n i t y 

T u r f c o u n t r y w i d e . 

T e l : ( 0 1 4 2 7 ) 8 9 0 7 9 7 

F a x : ( 0 1 4 2 7 ) 8 9 1 7 8 5 

N o r t h C a n - F a r m , Wes t S t o c k w i t h , 
Nr D o n c a s t e r , S o u t h Y o r k s h i r e , 

D N 1 0 4 B D 

K O f M A 
nWtMM&X 
lAltOH.XIVHIhS 

• Full range of services 
including: 
USGA rootzone testing 
Percolation rate testing 
Particle size distribution 
Nutrient Analyses and 
pH tests 

An independent 
Materials 
Testing 
Laboratory for 
Golf 
Greenkeepers 

I A C C R E D I T E D I 

For further information call Ann Murray at 
European Turfgrass Laboratories Ltd. 
Tel: 01786 44919s Fax: 01786 449688 

Q Lawns 
(§3 Growers of Quality Turf 

• Uniquely cultivated on fine 
dark sojls 

• Next day deliveries 
• Quality assured company 

ISO 9002 
British Field Products Limited bn 
Corkwav Drove, Hockwold, | - •••isJ 
Thetford, Norfolk IP26 4JR ~ 
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911 

Turf Dressings 

Jubilee Seeds & Turf 
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF 

FOR ALL GOLF COURSE and 

O T H E R APPLICATIONS: 

Greens, Tees, Surrounds, Bunkers, etc 

T E L / F A X 01797 320536 
Jubilee Villa, 3 Ness Road, 

Lydd, Kent TN29 9DP 

^ BAILEYS 

^ NORFOLK 
™ ^ ^ supply 

P R O F E S S I O N A L T U R F D R E S S I N G S 
F O R T H E P R O F E S S I O N 
it GOLF TURF DRESSINGS 

* SAND * SCREENED TOP SOIL 
Deliveries nationwide 

B A I L E Y ' S O F N O R F O L K 
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich, 
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607 

Mobile: 0850 353603 



n i 7 - BOUGHTON 
dL^ loam ltd. 

For 
TURF DRESSINGS 
ROOT ZONE MIXES 

SCREENED TOP SOILS 
BUNKER SANDS 
HORTICULTURAL 

COMPOSTS 
Telford Way, Kettering, 

Northants 
Tel: 0 1 5 3 6 5 1 0 5 1 5 

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD 

for Fendress Top Dressing 
• Fendress Superfine 
• Economy Dressing 

• Rootzone Mixes 
• Screened Fensoil • Screened Peat 
• Screened Loam • Kiln Dried Sand 

• Bunker Sands 

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 
Fax: (01858) 434734 

Rufford 
T O P - D R E S S S U P P L I E S 

Br i ta in 's No. 1 for 
Q U A L I T Y • S E R V I C E • 

S H E E R V A L U E FOR M O N E Y 
Fairway House. South Stage. Broadway. 

Salford Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ 
Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554 

Tyres 
F L O T A T I O N 

T U R F T Y R E S 
* Wide Flat Treads • 

* Custom Made Wheels * 
• New and Used available • 

ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD 
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lanes 

Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265 

Vertidraining Hire 

Ver t i -d rc r in ing Special ists 

• Overseed ing • 
• Stone Burying • 
• 4 Ton Top Dresser • 

(flotation tyres) 
Competitive and Reliable 

Telephone: ( 0 1 1 7 ) 9 8 2 0 0 5 4 
Fax: ( 0 1 1 7 ) 9 8 2 0 0 5 2 

Portview Rd, Avonmouth, Bristol BS11 9LQ 

PETER MANNINGTON 

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South 
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds 

Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliabie service 
Phone Peter on 01580 200205 

or Mobile 0850 612061 
Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst, 

Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL 

S E W A R D 
T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E 

Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre 
Gravel Banding over seeding 

Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming 
and Top Dressing 

Phone York: 01904 765949 
Freephone: 0500 432120 

{oam/iey 

VERTIDRAIN 1,5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire 
Coremaster & Core Harvester. 

Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo & 
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and 

Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors, 
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance 

Machinery for sale. 
For further details contact: 

RJ & J Campey 
Marton, Macclesfield 

Tel: 01260 224568 
Fax: 01260 224791 

Aíd¿r%oot ÇoCfCCub 

VERTIDRAINING 
Competit ive rates and prompt 
service of fered throughout the 

North West 
For details contact: 

Ernie Lander on 01925 291919 
or 0831 448817 

Fairway Landscapes 
GOLF COURSE & SPORTS GROUND 
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE 

Overseeding • Top Dressing • Deep Hollowcoring 
Greens • Tees • Bunkers • Drainage • Verti Draining 

Machine Hire • Visual & Verbal References 
Tel or Fax: 01726 843003 Mobile: 0468 633569 

PARKER HART 
CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS 

VERTI DRAINING • HOLLOW CORING 
TOP DRESSING • SEEDING 

SAND SLITTING • SAND BANDING 
DRAINAGE 

Qualified and experienced staff 
Plus all your sports turf, amenity and 

horticultural supplies 
Contact Anne Wicks (Contracts 
Manager) Tel: 0 1 8 1 337 7791 

Fax: 0 1 8 1 330 7392 

ROSS OLIVER 
SPORTS GROUND CONSTRUCTION 

AND MAINTENANCE 
• VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds 
• STONE PICKING • RYAN HOLLOW TYNER 

• SAND SPREADERS • DIRECT DRILLS 
Ĉ eystones, Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP 

Tel: (01841)540222 Fax: (01637)881057 

H H I 
International 

G r e e n k e e p i n g ' s p r e m i e r 

p u b l i c a t i o n 

V E R T I D R A I N I N G a n d 
H O L L O W C O R I N G H I R E 

w i t h t h e R Y A N G . A . 3 0 

Contact Peter Bloodworth 
W O R T H D R A I N I N G 

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266 

Wetting Agents 
DRENCHER LIQUID 

Do you want to... 
• enhance water penetration? 
• aid the fight against dry patch? 
• stimulate soil microbes? 
by using... 
• a 100% organic product 
• a non-scorching formula 

À 

i m 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
- , CONTACT US ON 

f 0118 951 0033 

Wood Chips 

Landscape 
Supplies 
For top quality 

° mulch and 
screened 
w o o d c h i p please 
ring 01604 847416 
or 0468 662473 
and ask for 
Roger Hart 

BRYUNE LTD 
Walkway fibre 

used for golf paths 
and walkways. 

Clean, dry surface 
underfoot. 

Telephone: 
01604 864227 and 

01604 864204 

If you 
haven't found 
the ads with 

the 3 symbols 
in yet, 

TRY 
AGAIN: 
IT COULD 

BE WORTH 

£50 
TO YOU! 

Classified 
Stone Removal 

FOR HIRE 
direct from the 
manufacturer 

Phone 01625 503030 

S Í S I S M M Ü © f T 

mm 
International 

Greenkeeping 's 
Premier 

Publication 

Call Amanda or Jenny 
on: 

01347 838581 

31 year old Deputy Head 
Greenkeeper seeks a challenging 

new appointment. 15 years 
experience in greenkeeping, 6 years 
as Deputy. Qualifications include City 

& Guilds Phases I, II, III, PA1 and 
PA2A, First Aid at Work and BIGGA 
Supervisory Management Course 
Module 1. Experience covering all 

aspects of turf management. Looking 
to increase knowledge and expertise. 

Will consider any location. 

Box No. JS80/97, BIGGA, Aldwark 
Manor, Aldwark, Aine, York Y06 2 NF 

W i l l y o u s o o n q u a l i f y ? 

A r e y o u l i v i n g a b r o a d b u t 
l o o k i n g t o m o v e t o the U K ? 

C a l l A m a n d a o r J e n n y o n 

01347 838581 
f o r d e t a i l s o f 

Greenkeeper International's 
J o b S h o p f e a t u r e . 

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL January 1998 57 



% (fyuckinj$amshire 

Buckinghamshire Golf Club 
Applications are invited for the position of 

HEAD MECHANIC 
Applicants should possess recognised qualifications with relevant 

experience suitable to carry out this demanding position. 

MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES: 

Maintain a comprehensive fleet of professional golf course maintenance 
equipment and agricultural machinery. 

Overhaul and carry out grinding duties on all cutting units using our 
Jupiter in-house grinder. 

Organise service schedules and maintenance records of all plant and 
machinery. 

Maintain a fully integrated parts store via computer. 

Carry out metal fabrication works with welders and oxy-acetylene. 

THE INDIVIDUAL: 

The successful applicant will be hardworking and self motivated with a 
keen and positive attitude towards their work, show good man 

management and supervisory skills, ability to organise and carry out 
work programs, be capable of preparing and maintaining budgets and 

working to health and safety requirements. 

A practical knowledge of maintaining irrigation pumps and machine 
hydraulic systems will also be required. 

Salary will be commensurate with experience and qualifications. 
No accommodation provided. 

Please apply in writing with full CV to: 

Phillip Chiverton, Golf Course Manager, Buckinghamshire Golf Club, 
Denham Court Drive, Denham, Buckinghamshire UB9 5BG 

Closing date for applicants will be January 31,1998 

Buckinghamshire Golf Club 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Applicants are invited to apply for the above position. 

This post will give the successful applicant the unique opportunity 
to join a dedicated team maintaining our 18 hole championship 

golf course, working from one of the most modern and fully 
equipped maintenance facilities within the industry. 

The candidate will gain valuable tournament experience as we 
will again be hosting next year's Seniors Tournament of 

Champions. 

All applicants must be suitably qualified to NVQ Level 2 and have 
a minimum of three years' experience as an assistant greenkeeper; 

competence to operate a comprehensive range of professional 
plant and machinery is also required. 

Experience in sand construction greens and irrigation systems will 
also be an advantage. 

Salary will be commensurate with age and experience, no 
accommodation provided. 

If you consider yourself hardworking with a keen and positive 
attitude and are willing to learn new ideas, please apply in writing 

with full CV to: 

Phillip Chiverton, Course Manager, 
Buckinghamshire Gol f Club, D e n h a m Court Drive, 

Denham, Buckinghamshire U B 9 5BG. 

Closing date for applications will be January 31. 1998 

Penn Golf Club Ltd 
Applications are invited for the position of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER DESIGNATE 
Our Head Greenkeeper will retire in the summer of 1998 after 30 years service. 

Penn is a well established heathland course situated about two miles 
from Wolverhampton. 

Applicants will be experienced in all aspects of greenkeeping, with appropriate 
qualifications, having practical knowledge of modern machinery 

and irrigation systems. 
The ability to lead and motivate staff, organise work programmes and maintain 

health and safety requirements is essential. 
Salary negotiable. No accommodation. 

Apply in writing with CV to: 
Malcolm Jones, Hon Secretary, Penn Golf Club Ltd, 

Penn Common, Penn, Wolverhampton WV4 5JN 

E X E C U T I V E G Q L F C L U B 
A T C R A ' N I J R O O K 

This established Golf Club invite applications for the positions of 

HEAD & DEPUTY 
GREENKEEPER 

The ideal candidate will demonstrate strong working knowledge of all modem 
golf course management practices and presentation. Possession of recognised 

qualifications, sprayer certificate and experience of modern machinery and 
irrigation systems are also required. Applicants should have the ability to work 

within recognised Health and Safety requirements. 

Please write enclosing your CV to: 

AC Cooper Esq., Golford Road, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4AL 

Salisbury & South Wilts Golf Club 
h a s a v a c a n c y for a n 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Must be experienced 

NVQ Level 2 or equivalent 

PA1 A, PA2 and PA6 preferred 

Apply in writing with full CV to: 

Kerran Daly, Course Manager, 
Salisbury & South Wilts Golf Club, Netherhampton, 

Salisbury, Wilts SP2 8PR 

Birchwood Golf Club Ltd 
Applications are invited for a 

FIRST ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
The suitable applicant will possess the relevant qualifications 

and be fully conversant with modern machinery practices. 

Knowledge of computerised irrigation systems would be an advantage. 

Applications in writing with current CV to: 

Mr AC Holt, Birchwood Golf Club, 
Kelvin Close, Birchwood, Warrington WA3 7PB 



Aldeburgh Golf Club 
a r e s e e k i n g t o a p p o i n t a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 
A l d e b u r g h G o l f C l u b w a s f o u n d e d i n 1 8 8 4 a n d i s 

r e c o g n i s e d a s o n e o f t h e f i n e s t h e a t h l a n d / l i n k s 

c o u r s e s i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

A p p l i c a n t s s h o u l d h a v e e x p e r i e n c e a s a H e a d o r 

D e p u t y H e a d G r e e n k e e p e r . H e o r s h e w i l l b e r e q u i r e d 

t o l e a d a n e s t a b l i s h e d t e a m t o m a i n t a i n a c l a s s i c a l g o l f 

c o u r s e a n d i t s a s s o c i a t e d n i n e h o l e c o u r s e t o t h e 

h i g h e s t s t a n d a r d . 

S a l a r y a n d c o n d i t i o n s a r e n e g o t i a b l e . A p e n s i o n 

s c h e m e i s i n c l u d e d . A g o o d t h r e e b e d r o o m e d h o u s e 

w i t h c e n t r a l h e a t i n g i s p r o v i d e d a t t h e c l u b . 

A p p l i c a t i o n s i n w r i t i n g , i n c l u d i n g a f u l l c u r r i c u l u m 

v i t a e , a r e i n v i t e d b y 3 1 s t J a n u a r y 1 9 9 8 a n d s h o u l d b e 

a d d r e s s e d t o : 

T h e S e c r e t a r y , A l d e b u r g h G o l f C l u b , 

A l d e b u r g h , S u f f o l k I P 1 5 5 P E 

TRAIGH GOLF COURSE 

GREENKEEPER 
r e q u i r e d to take so le cha rge of Tra igh Golf C o u r s e , Ar isa ig . 

N i n e h o l e s e a s i d e cou r se , r e c e n t l y i m p r o v e d a n d rebu i l t , 
in a b e a u t i f u l pa r t of t h e West H i g h l a n d s . 

T h e c o u r s e is d e s c r i b e d on h t t p : / / w w w . t r a i g h g o l f . c o . u k 

C a n d i d a t e s s h o u l d be t h o r o u g h l y t r a i n e d a n d e x p e r i e n c e d , w i t h 
good m e c h a n i c a l k n o w l e d g e , a l so gene ra l h a n d y m a n abi l i t ies . 

Please apply in writing to: J Shaw-Stewart, 
Traigh, Arisaig, Invernesshire PH39 4NT 

L E I G H G O L F C L U B L T D 
invite applications for the position of 

DEPUTY HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

The successful applicant will be a BIGGA member with a minimum of NVQ Level 
3 and hold a PA1 and PA2 Certificate. At least five years greenkeeping experience 

and a good working knowledge of automatic irrigation, machine maintenance 
and golf course construction. 

The position is available immediately and the salary will be based 
on BIGGA salary scales. There is no accommodation available. 

Please apply in own handwriting and full CV to: 

The Secretary, Leigh Golf Club Ltd, Kenyon Hall, 
Culcheth, Warrington, Cheshire. WA3 4BG 

Roker Park Golf Course 
require a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
For our 9 hole par 36 golf course and driving range. 

The position would suit a qualified First Assistant looking for promotion. 

Applicants must possess a recognised qualification and be experienced 
in all aspects of course management. 

Salary negotiable. No accommodation. 

Please apply in writing with CV to: 

The Secretary, Roker Park Golf Club, 
Aldershot Road, Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE 

Scraptoft Golf Club 
Private 18 hole course (established 1930) situated in Leicestershire 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
The successful applicant will possess relevant qualifications and be experienced 

in all aspects of modem course management. 

The ability to lead and motivate staff, organise and control work programmes 
and maintain budgetary control is essential. 

Salary negotiable; no accommodation available. 

Applicants should have previous experience as a head greenkeeper or deputy and 
should apply in writing with CV to: 

The Secretary, Scraptoft Golf Club. Beebv Road, 
Scraptoft, Leicester LE7 9SJ 

Romiley Golf Club 
Appl ica t ions a r e invited for the posi t ion of 

FIRST ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

The position, r epo r t i ng direct ly to the Head Greenkeeper , would su i t a 
young g reenkeepe r wi th a t least five years ' p rac t ica l exper ience now 

wish ing to p rog res s his career . 

Applicants should be qualif ied to a t least NVQ levels 1 a n d 2 and hold 
current sp ray ing cer t i f ica tes PA1, 2 and 6. A t h o r o u g h knowledge of 

COSHH and Heal th & Safe ty leg is la t ion a n d a good m e c h a n i c a l 
knowledge of g reens m a c h i n e r y is also necessary . 

No accommoda t ion provided. Apply in wr i t i ng w i t h CV to: 

Mr Tom Smith, Administrator, Romiley Golf Club, 
Goosehouse Green. Romiley, Stockport SK6 4LJ 

Southern Golf 
require 

HEAD GREENKEEPERS 
TRAINED GREENKEEPERS 

TRAINEE/STUDENT GREENKEEPERS 
to work on two recently completed 18 hole golf courses, one in the 

Manchester area, and one in the Leeds area. An experience of 

growing-in new courses or USGA greens would be useful but not 

essential, as complete back-up and supervision will be provided by 

the company. 

Please reply with your applications and CV by 20 January 1998 to: 

Southern Golf Ltd, 7 Old S q u a r e , Warwick CV34 4RA 

http://www.traighgolf.co.uk


Amenity Sales 
Demonstrator 

HARDI is the world's 
leading manufacturer 
of machinery for plant 
care. Approximately 
80% of the Danish Pro-
duction from the facto-
ries at Nr Alslev and 
Taastrup are exported 
to more than 100 coun-
tries. Also part of the 
HARDI group are the 
factories of HARDI-
EVRARD S.A. in 
France,ILEMO-HARDI 
S.A. in Spain and a pro-
duction company in 
Australia. In addition 
there are sales and dis-
tribution companies in 
England, France, North 
America, Norway, Spain 
and Sweden. 

We are looking for a new Amenity Sales De 

monstrator who can maintain and improve 

HARDI's position as a leading supplier of 

Amenity Turfcare protection and maintenance 

equipment. Predominately targeting Golf 

Courses, Sports Grounds and local authorities 

throughout the UK and Ireland. 

The successful candidate 

must have the following 

qualifications: 

• Strong background within the amenity 

industry. 

• Proven results in sales with ability to meet 

deadlines. 

• Able to work on own initiative. 

• Dynamic and resolute with an out-going 

personality. 

• Good communication skills. 

• Experience within an international organi-

sation would be an advantage. 

• Knowledge of Computers, Electronics and 

Hydraulics 

The job involves: 

• Responsibility for demonstrating and sales 

of Specialist Turfcare equipment 

< H A R D I > 

• Offer Technical Support to our 

extensive dealer network. 

• Training our Dealers and End Users in the 

use of Turfcare equipment 

• Assisting in the sourcing of new 

product 

• The role will involve travelling throughout 

the UK and Ireland 

We can offer: 

• Modern premises with offices, display and 

training facilities. 

• An international working environment 

involving close contact with the group 

management and colleagues in the other 

HARDI subsidiaries. 

• A job in a group with 

visions of an aggressive expansion. 

• An attractive salary and benefits 

package. 

• A fully expensed four wheel drive vehicle 

Interested, qualified candidates are welcome 

to obtain further information by making a brief 

telephone call to our Financial Controller, 

David Taylor at: 

HARDI Ltd. 
4 Watling Close 
Sketchley Meadows Business Park 

HINCKLEY, Leicestershire, LE10 3EX 

Telephone 01455 233811 

Please mark the envelope STRICTLY 

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL-AMENITY 



ADDRESS: 

POSTCODE: 

SEE US ON STAND G10 AT BTME 

BANKING HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY 
THAT'S THE BEAUTY OF A NATIONAL 

When it comes to staying the course, you can bank on the Allen National -
range keeping you on the straight and narrow.The Allen National range / f 
of triple mowers - 68, 68DL & 84 - are the only real choice for the / / jj W 
professional on the tees and surrounds. And as for bunkers, they're g 
no longer a hazard. / / 
The 68DL has transport speed, electric start and full width rollers. / ^LA 
Banking has never been so easy. 

0845 601 081 5 ^ 
FOR A FREE BROCHURE - A , , 

OR COMPLETE THE COUPON BELOW 

Telephone: 01235 51 5400 for details of your nearest 
dealer for a FREE, no obligation, demonstration on 

the amazing ability of the National 

Allen Power Equipment Ltd.The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX 11 8ES, England 
For Sales & Service Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401 

RINGWAY GOLF CLUB 
COURSE MANAGER 

Founded in 1909, Ringway Golf Club is a fine 'Colt' 
designed parkland course. We are ambitious for our 
future and are currently proceeding with an 
extens ion to our irrigation s y s t e m and 
remodelling our bunkers. We have some 500 
members 

We wish to appoint a fully qualified, well 
experienced and highly motivated individual to share 
our ambitions and drive forward our plans for the 
future. 

The successful applicant will be able to 
demonstrate good previous achievements as a Head 
Greenkeeper or Deputy Course Manager, an 
awareness of modern methods and the ability to 
motivate the ex i s t ing greens ta f f . Good 
communication skills are required to liaise with 
the membership through the Chairman of Course 
and be responsible for budgetry and management 
control. 

An excellent remuneration package will .be 
available to the successful candidate. 

Please reply in writing with a full C.V. and copies 
of pertinent certificates and references to:-

D. Wright, Secretary 
Ringway Golf Club, Hale Barns, 
Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 8SW 

CONTACT THE 
PROFESSIONALS 

# t ; % ì t: % 

Jonathan Franks, Secretary, BAGCC, 
37 Five Mile Drive, Wolvercote, 

Oxford 0X2 8HT 
Tel/Fax: (01865) 516927 

AD 
REF 
185 

AD 
REF 
199 



Thoughts of a H e a d Greenkeeper 

A temporary solution 
By Sandy McDivot, Head Greenkeeper, 
Sludgecombe Pay and Play 

Temporary greens. When any self respect-
ing golf club member hears these two 

words its rather like Pavlov's dog, but instead 
of producing saliva they instead generate 
copious quantities of bile and venom ready to 
be used in describing the feelings they have 
for the resident Head Greenkeeper and the 
use of the above mentioned "temps" as they 
are now universally known. Now perhaps I 
am tarring them all with the same brush but I 
have to confess that for many years before I 
was in the noble profession I too was one of 
these members. I therefore feel I can write 
such a statement with some degree of inside 
knowledge of the unenlightened club mem-
ber. Yes, shamed though I am of my torrid and 
despicable past, I was one of the uneducated 
masses generally referred to by greenkeepers 
as people without fathers. I thought nothing 
of giving the Greens Chairman of my local 
club the benefit of my wisdom on the above 
subject, after all I was seen as a better than 
average golfer and so was on my way to pos-
sessing total knowledge about all things con-
cerning greenkeeping. 

In my defence however, I have to say that 
the temps in use at this particular course were 
of the uniform circular type, cut out in early 
November and measuring about 30 square 
metres. Add to that a one in two slope, a stan-
dard size and overgrown hole and a surface 
so littered with frozen worm casts that 
putting on them became more akin to pin ball 
than golf and one could see my concern on 
their use. 

As you can imagine my views on the subject 
have now taken on a different perspective and 
I feel I can write on the matter from both 
sides of the fence as it were. At Sludgecombe 
Pay and Play I am in the not uncommon posi-
tion of having to cater for something in the 
region of 55,000 rounds a year. It is therefore 
desirable, during periods of inclement 
weather and zero growth that the greens are 
rested by way of the use of temporaries. As 
we are all aware, the vocation of Head Green-
keeper requires (above such other trivia as a 
knowledge of greenkeeping) the art of diplo-
macy and a gift for politics. So when the tem-
poraries are required we, like all greenkeepers 
make an effort to: a) limit their use and b) 
ensure that they are in a reasonable condition 
and as much as possible approximating to 
that of the main greens. So we mow them at 
the same height of cut and at the same fre-
quency spray with worm killer, aerate, top 
dress, feed etc.. 

I thought that I was getting quite good at 
this until recently I and my assistant played a 
very busy and successful course within the 
vicinity of Sludgecombe and noted the aston-

ishing condition of its greens. Apart from 
learning that this course was even busier than 
my own in that it catered for some 60,000 
rounds a year, it was like mine, about four or 
five-years-old with greens constructed of a 
sandy growing medium. But where as mine 
had already started on the slippery slope to 
poa annua dominance these were almost 
totally free of the wretched stuff. Desperate to 
find the secret that they were undoubtedly in 
possession of, I accosted a young greenkeeper 
who was innocently working nearby and sub-
jected him to prolonged interrogation in an 
effort to learn the truth. Did they use some 
sort of chemical control? Were there armies of 
backup staff hand weeding the greens? Or 
were they employing some other unknown 
more sinister means? 
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Well, to my disbelief, it was none of the 
above. It appeared it was all down to good 
greenkeeping. But as we continued on our 
way around the manicured turf we noticed 
their temporary green preparation was well 
under way, but these were no ordinary temps. 
These were huge great things equal in size to 
the main greens and generally placed in the 
regularly mown approach areas. They were 
all top dressed with sand and a large hole was 
already in place. 

Maybe that was the secret I had been 
searching for. In vulnerable times remove all 
play from the main greens and bung them on 
the temps. With such large and well prepared 
alternatives the golfers are kept happy while 
the owners are kept equally happy as play is 
allowed to continue. The main greens remain 
the best in the area free of that pernicious 
weed we have all learned to despise, because 
with such a dense turf it has no room in 
which to invade. As I indicated earlier, it all 

comes down to politics and keeping everyone 
happy. 

Still on the subject of politics, how else can 
we give our greens the breather they so des-
perately need while at the same time avoid-
ing the risk of a members revolution. After all 
there is nothing worse than revolting mem-
bers. Well, one thing I have noticed over the 
years is how there is a breed of golfer that 
delights in playing every day, or as near as 
possible to it. They usually come in the guise 
of middle aged ladies or perhaps more com-
monly senior men. Their desperation in play-
ing the game is totally lost on me as I have 
not taken a degree in psychiatry, but I have 
noticed they are not it would appear, in the 
slightest bit interested in the quality of the 
putting surface they are given. The only thing 
they require is that the course remains open. 
Give them the choice of eleven months of 
excellent greens but with the course closed 
for one month, or 12 months of diabolical 
greens and they will choose the latter every 
time. So I utilise the years of diplomatic expe-
rience I have developed and mid week when 
the above mentioned desperado's like to fre-
quent the course, I shove them all on temps 
or as many as I can get away with. Any hint 
of complaint from them and I mention the 
other alternative ie the course closed situa-
tion. This is normally followed by hushed 
tones and a fevered rush to the 1st tee. This 
leaves the greens in a reasonably rested con-
dition for when the more discerning and 
politically more powerful arrive at the week-
end. 

Maybe course architects and course owners 
alike should think about leaving room for a 
large temporary green on every hole within 
their design of a new course. This green could 
be fairly adjacent to the main green so as the 
length of the hole is not altered. It could 
incorporate a subtle slope to shed water. In 
fact maybe all of us should think not in terms 
of temporary greens but of a two green sys-
tem such as they used to have in Japan, 
before the widespread use of creeping bent 
grass. Here they had two greens, one for the 
winter and one for summer use. I am not sug-
gesting a purpose built-USGA spec affair but 
just a simple low maintenance green that is 
prepared sometime in October and kept 
topped with a tees triple during the summer. I 
know this may sound like a lot of extra work 
but think of the benefits. Less play on the 
main greens means less aeration work and 
when aeration work is carried out we can all 
stay off them and allow them to breath for a 
good three or four months. The main greens 
go into the playing season in excellent condi-
tion while the secondary greens can enjoy 
eight or nine months of rest before the next 
winter. In fact it could be the hnswer to all our 
problems! Well, there again... 
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Tel: +(44)0118 951 0033 
Fax:+(44) 0118 951 0044 
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