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It is the oldest cliche in the book
to say that BTME was the best
ever. It’s been said every year since
the first show was held but perhaps,
even in some illustrious company,

BTME ‘98 might come to be
regarded as a very fine vintage
indeed.

Let’s look at the evidence. Well,
more people attended the show
than ever before; the Learning
Experience, in association with
Ransomes produced a range of top-
ics and quality of speaker to rival
anything which will be heard any-
where this year; the changes to pre-
vious year’s the marquee to replace

Hall D was a resounding success
and assisted the flow of the show;
the aforementioned Hall D was
unrecognisable when it trans-
formed itself into a stunning star lit
lounge to host the tra%itional
Thursday night banquet allowin
650 guest to enjoy a fine meal an§
watch an excellent cabaret.

Among the witnesses to speak in

support of the week and the work
of the Association was Michael
Bonallack, Secretary of the R&A
who, during the Chairman’s Lunch,
recalled BIGGA's early days.

“There were many sceptics who
said the Association wouldn’t last...
look at it now. There were many
people who said the Show was a
mistake... look at it now and there
people who said the magazine
wouldn’t last... but look at it now,”
said Mr Bonallack, who presented
the Golden and Silver key plaques
in Flace of Viscount Whitelaw who
unfortunately had to miss the week
due to ill health.

Another to be impressed by the
guality of the Show as Jaime Ortiz-

atino, President of Valderrama
Golf Club, who spoke on prepara-
tions for last year’s Ryder Cup on
the Seminar Programme. He
expressed a desire to return to
Harrogate to give another paper at
some future date.

The success of the show is due to

Chairman Pat Murphy does the honours at the opening ceremony

a number of factors which ever year
combine to make the third week in
January special for so many people.
The excellent support from mem-
bers who travel to Harrogate in
droves, the support from the trade

who ensure that visitors are met by
friendly and familiar faces when
they venture into the halls and an
education programme which is sec-
ond to none.

Roll on BTME ‘99!
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turfgrass wetting

agent

permeate penetrates through thatch and water repellent
soil layers to infiltrate the root zone optimising water

penetration to critical depths.

permeate can be used as a single lasting application
for long lasting results or as a managed programme \,/

throughout the year.

permeate is fully compatible with Alleviate tenside
hydrophobe technology for the treatment of dry patch and

water repellent soils.

Developed and manufactured by:

Service Chemicals plc, 17 Lanchester Way, Royal Oak
Industrial Estate, Daventry, Northants, NN11 5PH.

Tel: 01327 704444; Fax: 01327 871154

email: servicechm@aol.com

304 web pages; http://members.aol.com/servchemuk
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