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It is the oldest cliche in the book
to say that BTME was the best
ever. It’s been said every year since
the first show was held but perhaps,
even in some illustrious company,

BTME ‘98 might come to be
regarded as a very fine vintage
indeed.

Let’s look at the evidence. Well,
more people attended the show
than ever before; the Learning
Experience, in association with
Ransomes produced a range of top-
ics and quality of speaker to rival
anything which will be heard any-
where this year; the changes to pre-
vious year’s the marquee to replace

Hall D was a resounding success
and assisted the flow of the show;
the aforementioned Hall D was
unrecognisable when it trans-
formed itself into a stunning star lit
lounge to host the tra%itional
Thursday night banquet allowin
650 guest to enjoy a fine meal an§
watch an excellent cabaret.

Among the witnesses to speak in

support of the week and the work
of the Association was Michael
Bonallack, Secretary of the R&A
who, during the Chairman’s Lunch,
recalled BIGGA's early days.

“There were many sceptics who
said the Association wouldn’t last...
look at it now. There were many
people who said the Show was a
mistake... look at it now and there
people who said the magazine
wouldn’t last... but look at it now,”
said Mr Bonallack, who presented
the Golden and Silver key plaques
in Flace of Viscount Whitelaw who
unfortunately had to miss the week
due to ill health.

Another to be impressed by the
guality of the Show as Jaime Ortiz-

atino, President of Valderrama
Golf Club, who spoke on prepara-
tions for last year’s Ryder Cup on
the Seminar Programme. He
expressed a desire to return to
Harrogate to give another paper at
some future date.

The success of the show is due to

Chairman Pat Murphy does the honours at the opening ceremony

a number of factors which ever year
combine to make the third week in
January special for so many people.
The excellent support from mem-
bers who travel to Harrogate in
droves, the support from the trade

who ensure that visitors are met by
friendly and familiar faces when
they venture into the halls and an
education programme which is sec-
ond to none.

Roll on BTME ‘99!
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permeate can be used as a single lasting application
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hydrophobe technology for the treatment of dry patch and

water repellent soils.
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Clockwise from far left:

Lee Hurst entertains the 650 guests at
the Gala Banquet.

Jaime Ortiz-Patino, President of
Valderamma Golf Club gave an
enlightening paper on preparations for
last year's Ryder Cup, and then
selected the winning number in
BIGGA's membership draw.

In cabaret, Neil
Thomas and his new
friend Linda Nolan
captivate the audience

Michael Bonallack
recieves a token of
the Association's
appreciation for
attending the
Chairman's Luncheon
and presenting Golden
and Silver Key Awards

Never mind the soft sell!
When your pitch or
green looks absolutely “Advertising.
superb - as it will with a | Teling the world,
TIS turf irrigation and Fongibnty
maintenance system -
you may feel an

rooftops, that your
turf irrigation and

3 . 39 maintenance
irresistible urge to shout A

| system is simply
about it! Begin your | the bostt

campaign by calling TIS
on 01477 500255
today.

*» TORO,

facus on Quality

Turf Irrigation Services (Sandbach) Limited.
Brookvale, Love Lane, Betchton, Sandbach, CW11 0TS.
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raise money
for the
Association’s new
Headquarters was
given a superb launch
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decided to allocate a total of £44,000 i e 7 Tm TR bandrd

of Education and Development Fund | o Thoed o . —
money towards the mf\lshmg and v 01— sours st 8 bl e "lﬁ””"m"/y £2/250 ,
Lqmppm;’ of IhL new building’s | - :
Training Room. room will host *
many of the Association’s workshops Ivor Scoones hands over the South West The BIGGA Building Fund gets another boost from
and ‘training course and will also be and South Wales Region's donation lain Macleod, Ray Day and David Leatherland
available to Golden and Silver Key
supporters should they wish to host a
training event in the York area.
Three Sections donated money to the Fund at
the Conference Dinner. The North of Scotland
gave £1000, the East Midland £750 and Sussex
£500 and Iain Macleod, David Leatherland and
Ray Day presented a cheque for the total amount
to Chairman Pat Murphy. Tivo day’s later Ivor
Scoones, }mxnnud Pat with a cheque for £1000
on behalf of the South West and South Wales
Region.
Another day later and another generous dona-
tion this time by Jaime Ortiz-Patino, President of
Valderrama Golf Club. During the Education
Conference and throughout the Show Gold,
Silver and Bronze Brick badges w elling like
hot c: 11\Ls thanks to the Board of Management
mer
The mmpalgn will end at BIGGA's annual golf

day in June when the raffle tickets bought in con-
]umtmn with the ba will be pulled for an The Golden and Sllver Key supporters who agreed to donate a total of £44, OOO to equip and

array of magnificent prizes. furnish the training room in BIGGA's new headquarters with Michael Bonallack and Pat Murphy
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BIGGA's Executive Director,
Neil Thomas reflects on BTME '98...

Da

to remember

Sunday, January 18

Another year has rushed by and
I'm heading for Harrogate and the
BTME. It’s all of twelve minutes
from home (the real reason why the
exhibition “is held in Harrogate!).
As I drive in it has been raining
through the night and morning and
it is very mild for the time of year.
No danger of that white stuff this
year. 3.%0})m and preparations for
conference registration have begun.
Ken and Sami are in control. Many
members already booked into the
Majestic - they clearly like it there.
I welcome our international guests
and an informal dinner is followed
for many by a late night at the bar.

Monday, January 19

First job is to switch on the TV
for the weather forecast. 1 don’t
believe it! Dr Peter Hayes gets the
conference underway in his usual
efficient manner. At the outset one
is impressed by the quality of the
speakers and particularly how well
our members present themselves,
beneficiaries no doubt of BIGGA's
public speaking courses. The pre-
sentation of Master Greenkeeper
Certificates to Andy Campbell and
Chris Carpenter is a high]ighl - 16
Master Greenkeepers now since the
inception of the certification
scheme in 1990. Food and accom-
modation are again excellent in the
Majestic and I'm feeling quite
relaxed until the Chairman point-
edly directs my attention through
the window to the arrival of the
white stuff. Heavy snow showers
follow but it will all be gone before
Tuesday, won’t it? Xnd so it
proved... Conference dinner is very
enjoyable with a return visit from
David Kendal - ‘the banker from
York’ as our after dinner speaker.
Excellent delivery - our internation-
al visitors kept pace and laughed
with the rest of us. Good to wel-
come Andrew Sunaway as our guest
from Ransomes. I have to mention
Peter Wilson’s unavoidable absence
on ‘business in the city’. What can
this be? Now we all know.

Some members retire from the
bar at 6.30am!

Tuesday, January 20
Conference continues apace alonﬁ

‘with the three fully subscribe

workshops. Comments would indi-
cate that the Conference is the best
yet. Noted that many members are
now wearing BIGGA's ‘brick’ badge
- the Headquarters building project
is already very much to the fore.
The exhibition is looking good and
Amanda is in charge. Short Board
of Management meeting to elect
Chairman and Vice-Chairman and
then off to beer and burritos (no - I
didn’t know what they were
either!) athering  for  the
exhibitors. The fifth Hayter Dinner
in the George Hotel follows
superbly organised as usual by Kim
Macfie and Barbara Garton. I real-
ly enjoy this dinner as I have noth-
ing to say or do! Meanwhile the
Past Chairmans’ dinner takes place
in the Majestic - a lively affair by all
accounts - I can’t decide whether to
book a referee or comedian for this
event next year!

Wednesday, January 21

This is it. Hall A is buzzing long
before 9.00am when the Chairman
cuts the ribbon. Queues are form-
ing (half way up the hill to the
Majestic at one stage) and a great
atmosphere. The marquee in use
for the first time meets with warm
approval. Off to the Majestic for
(|11€ Chairman’s Luncheon. We are
sorry that our President, Viscount
Whitelaw, has been unwell and
cannot join us but delighted to wel-
come the Secretary of the R&A,
Michael Bonallack to make the
Golden and Silver Key Company
resentations. He speaks of the

&A’s longstanding relationship
with BIGGA and his pleasure at
BIGGA's progress. Prerarc for
AGM. This goes smoothly with a
sense that everything is in good
order when Cecil George rises with
his inevitable and inimitable ques-
tions. Most staff are then off to the
Ritefeed Race Night but I find
myself in a FEGGA Board meeting
which ends just before midnight -
what a way to enjoy yourself!
Enough for one day!

VS

Thursday, January 22

Early start. 7.30am meeting of
BTME Steering Committee. Well
supported and everyone seems well
Eleased with the Show even if
rains are not fully functioning at
this time of the morning. I'm able
to savour the atmosphere in the
halls for a couple of hours before
the FEGGA AGM. This is well
attended and the progress of
FEGGA in twelve months is there
for all to see. In mid afternoon I
check on preparations for the ban-
quet which this year is being held
in the International Centre. The
nightclub setting is quite stunning.
One can sense the growing antici-
ation for the big social event of
BTME. At 6.30pm I attend the
Chairman’s pre-banquet reception
for our VIP guests and make an
early departure to check the ban-
quet arrangements. All is under
control and soon the 650 guests
begin to gather in the reception
area. I meet with Lee Hurst to
check details for his appearance -
he is very friendly and easy going.
Any worries about the catering are
soon put to rest - it is excellent. The
Chairman says a few words and
then at 10.00pm I introduce Lee
Hurst and the cabaret is underway.
Very funny and well received.

After Lee we look forward to
Linda Nolan - a return visit after
the 1995 Show by popular
demand. And we are not (risa -

ointed. She is highly professional .

ow I have often wondered what it
is like to be picked on at an event
of this magnitude. Now I know. I
had been set up. Suddenly Linda is
at my side and I am whisked away
to the stage. It’s now or never. One
choice is to die a death in front of
all and sundry, the other is to get
on with it. I wisely choose the latter
and surrounded gy her curvaceous
charms I ham my way through the
‘ding-a-ling song. This can, I assure
you, prove quite daunting given the
natural level of eye contact with
Linda sitting on your lap. I return
weak-kneed to my chair. I am over-
whelmed with congratulations from

members - this simply hasn’t hap-
pened in ten years so I determine
to enjoy it. A great night and cer-
tainly one I'll never forget!

Friday, January 23

Tired but happy seems to sum up
the mood of all present in the halls.
Those who arrived on Sunday
evening are still with it - jast.
Stamina is a prime requirement for
the week. It's been a great Show
and a good start to the year for
members and exhibitors alike. The
Show closes at 1.30pm and the
evacuation of personnel and equip-
ment goes smoothly. One Board
member tells me that he wishes it
could carry on - I think I know
what he meant. Thanks to every-
one who contributed to and sup-
ported the event and particularly to
the exhibitors without whom there
would be no BTME.

«, And finally...

> Once again an
abiding memory
# is of the audience
at the banquet
linking arms and
singing with Linda Nolan “we’ll
meet again don’t know where don’t
know when”. But we do, don’t we?
It will be in Harrogate from 18th-
22nd Januagy 1999. Be seeing you.

| use I’eﬁ

because

It’s the right feed
for my course

Chris Yeaman, Swanston GC
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Rolawn’s ryegrass free, Olympic
Turf will be available from late
Spring ‘98 onwards.

he volume of .customer requests
for the turf encouraged Rolawn to
bring it back into production after
an a%scnce of five years.

Olympic turf, suitable for areas
where a ryegrass mix is not desir-
able but a top class appearance and
hard wearing turf is needed for tees.

The new Olympic mixture has
been sown from gl1e\\'ings Fescue
(Bargreen), Slender Creeping Red

Fescue  (Barcrown),  Smooth
Stalked Meadow rass
(Limousine), Brown top %ent
(Herriott).

“We are delighted to be able to
give our customers the choice once
again, between having the ryegrass
free Olympic turf or our hard wear-
ing Medallion turf for areas requir-
ing a general purpose hard wearing
turf,” said Terry Ryan, Rolawn’s

Sales & Marketing Director.

+ Jacobsen Textron’s newest prod-
uct offering, the Greens King
Electric greens mower, (above) is
the company’s response to environ-
mental concerns and customer
demand.

“Jacobsen is one of only two com-
panies offering a totally electric,

non polluting mower — it’s the
mower for the 21st Century,” said
Terry Herlihy, Jacobsen Izroduct
Manager. “The Greens King
Electric is a product that’s good for
the operator, good for the golf-
course and good for the environ-
ment.”

Aware of the increasing regula-
tions on noise and air poﬁuti(m in
Europe and around the world, the
Greens King Electric is powered by
a 48-volt battery system. Unlike an
internal combustion engine, the
unit’s electric battery system releas-
es no harmful emissions,

In addition the absence of
hydraulic components makes it
impossible to have any hydraulic
fluid leakage’s, which can burn turf
grass and harm soil.

Without a combustion engine,
the Greens King Electric is virtually
silent, perfect for any course witFl
residential ~ properties on it.
Greenkeepers can be assured no
neighbours will be dis-
turbed by early morn-
ing mowing.

“reated  for  golf
course use world-wide,
the new Greens One of
a number of conve-
nience features on the
Greens King electric is
the continuous infor-
mation panel, which
indicates Euttery charge
levels and mower func-
tions.

The new Jacobsen LF-
135 Turbo boasts the
exceptional quality of
cut and all the features
that have made the LF-
128 the world’s most popular fair-
way mower - plus extra Ipower for
the toughest wet or hilly condi-
tions.

The Jacobsen LF135 Turbo fea-
tures a 35-horsepower, fuel effi-
cient, turbo-charged Kubota diesel
engine.

A new generation
of versatile John
Deere compact trac-
tors was launched at
BTME ‘98, with the
introduction of the
20hp 4100 Gear
model.

This is a direct
replacement for the
less powerful 18.5hp
mm{el 670, and fea-
tures a new Yanmar ‘clean & silent’
three-cylinder diesel engine with
lower exhaust and emission levels,
very narrow overall width for true
compact performance, and a high
standard specification.

This includes shift-on-the-move
engagement of mechanical front
wheel drive and an eight forward,
four reverse speed transmission
plus diff lock and hydrostatic
power steering.

Further big tractor features
include long life oil cooled disc
brakes plus shiftable mid and rear
mounted ptos, which can be oper-
ated either separately or together to
allow versatile, multi-implement
operation. There is also a new 410
front mounted loader with joystick
control for materials handling and
heavy lifting jobs.

An industry first, John Deere’s
new fairway conditioner was fea-
tured on the company’s stand at
BTME ‘98.

Recently launched as an optional
attachment for the established
John Deere 3215A and 3235A fair-
way mowers, it incorporates a con-
tra-rotating }frass tender
conditioner, which is gear-driven
rather than using the more conven-
tional belt drive.

This enables the attachment to
provide a better, cleaner finish by

grooming, recutting and dispersing
grass clippings more evenly, partic-
ularly in wet conditions, without
leaving unsightly clumps of grass
on the fairway.

In operation, the grass clippings
are effectively thrown back into the
cylinder at least three times, giving
an extremely fine cut, bcforc‘ﬁ)cing
dispersed across the surface of the
turf. A gear driven brush keeps the
rear roller clean, and helps Produce
a more consistent height of cut.

“This is an ideal attachment for
greenkeepers who need to cut a lot
of grass early in the morning when
there’s dew on the ground and con-
ditions are generally damp,” says
Graham Williams, Commercial &
Consumer Equipment Division
Manager.

“The gear-driven brush is more
suited than a conventional belt
drive to the faster speeds used on
fairways.”

Toro gave its ‘new generation
triplex mower’ a public world debut
at BTME with UK greenkeepers
the first to see a prototype with its
wraps off.

Chief among the golf mower’s
innovative features is that its three
cutting units can be moved
hydraulically to the left and right to
increase overhang up to 22in,
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which offers great benefits when
cutting around bunkers, as well as
obslac%es such as trees or under
overhanging branches.

“By increasing the length of over-
hang, operators can keep the
wheels further away from the
bunker to prevent edges collaps-
ing,” said Toro Commercial Product
V\for]dwide Marketing Manager
Barry Beckett.

The new mower features Toro’s
patented three-wheel-drive system
and, coupled with the machine’s
low centre of %ravity, this gives it a
remarkable hill-climbing capability.
A 24hp diesel engine provides
ample power to tackle the most
testing terrain.

The new Greensmaster 3050 is
Toro’s lightest ride-on greensmow-
er, to further ease greenkeepers’
concerns about greens compaction
and related problems. Weighing
165 pounds less than its prefcccs-
Sor, th Greensmaster 3000, and 80
pounds less than the 3100, the new
mower also has an economy model
price which makes it a more afford-
able option for budget-conscious
golf courses.

The Greensmaster 3050 adopts
many of the same, proven features
of the Greensmaster 3100, the
most successful ride on greensmow-
er sold by Toro, such as the identi-
cal hydraulic system and 16hp
Vanguard petrol engine.

Ransomes’ new AR 250 articu-
lating rotary mower boasts five
fully-floating cutter decks, all of
which glide smoothly over uneven
surfaces, providing a cut of unruf-
fled consistency and with precious
little missed, whatever the terrain.

Though designed specifically for
high output mowing of rough and
semi rou§h grass on golf courses,
along with sports grounds and gen-
eral amenity turf areas, the AR 250
is certainly no cumbersome heavy-
weight. It zips along in transport
mode at up to 23km/hr (14mph), is
shod with wide, turf friendly tyres
and is powered by an economical
but powerful 28.3kW (38hp)
water-cooled diesel engine. Each
deck features Ransomes’ twin blade
‘Envirodeck’ cutting technology,
which mulches the grass it cuts
before blasting it downward into
the sward.

As  part  of
Ransomes’ continu-
ous development
programme, a new
and comprehensive
selection of cabs for
its range of tractors
is receiving final fin-
ishing touches
before being shown
for the first time at
BTME.

Covering
Ransomes’ entire
tractor range—from
the 16hp garden
tractor through to
the all-conquering
CT445-the cabs will
offer convenience
and comfort of an

exceptionally high standard.
Cabs for the CT325

CT445 incorporate roof-mounted
heating and ventilation systems;
complete with filtered air and com-

to the

prehensive  sound  insulation.
Laminated safety glass provides
clear, uncluttered vision and, of
course, the cabs are all ROPS certi-
fied.

Ransomes Cushman utility range
boasts a complete stable of thor-
oughbreds, each vehicle performing
and delivering exactly what is
expected of it. The new, improved
Cushman Hawk is an ideal choice
for transporting people and loads.

Tonick Watering has increased
the warranty on all its Decoders to
5 vyears; this includes damage
by lightning. The range includes
guaranteed compatible replace-
ments for Watermation, Toro, CIC,
Wrightrain, Primetime, Robydome
and ISS Aquaflow.

New for 1998 is a versatile con-
troller family.

First in the range is the unique,
Tonick Translator enabling existing
controllers to switch most types
of decoder (for example, a
Watermation TW2 controller can
switch Toro decoders).

Sovereign Turf can provide turf
in ‘Jumbo’ rolls, 2’ 6” wide by up to
90" in length (20m2). With a good
root structure to provide speedy
establishment, Jumbo Rolls are
often preferred, as turf can be laid
quickly and economically with
fewer joins and gaps to fill.

For tees, tee extensions, around
bunkers, reconstruction or pay and
play courses, larger rolls can consid-
erably reducing laying time. In
addition whether a minimum order
(850m2) is placed or a larger quan-
tity of turf is required, Sovereign
offers the benefit of a free ]um%o
laying trolley.

to fairway to green.

offers a very stable sward with all-year-round performance.

These three mixtures have been specifically designed for the golf course — from tee,

MM10 is a mix of fescues and bents, with the slender creeping red fescue ‘Mocassin’,
giving a dense, close knit, resilient turf for close mowing on greens and tees.

MM12’s adaptable blend of species - also including ‘Mocassin’ - gives good colour and
texture on tees and fairways, withstanding wear and giving excellent divot recovery.

And MM11, a traditional 80-20 greens mixture, fine in appearance and playing quality,

For free technical advice on how you can take the lead with MM mixtures, or for your
nearest distributor, call the Mommersteeg Main Line on 01480 459500.

Mommel‘Steeg J\_/-/% Number one seed. i
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