
Award-winning journal of the British and International Golf Greenkeepers Association 

February 1998 - £3.50 

Smooth runninq 
Page 16 

BTME Roundup | Spotlight on Royal Mid Surrey | Health & Safety | Drainage | Overseeding 



ENTER THE R< 
ULCRUM BLADE™ IS A 

TOTALLY NEW GENERATION OF 

SUPPLEMENT FOR YOUR TURF. 

DEVELOPED AND MARKETED BY CARGILL PLC, 

ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST FERTILISER 

COMPANIES, BLADE™ is BASED ON THE NEW 

TECHNOLOGY OF CARBOHYDRATE NUTRITION. 

IT WORKS BY SUPPLYING THE NATURALLY 

OCCURING MYCORRHIZA IN THE SOIL WITH 

A READILY AVAILABLE SOURCE OF ENERGY. 

T H E RESULTS SEEN BY A WHOLE RANGE OF 

USERS FROM GOLF COURSES TO TURF 

GROWERS ARE A HEALTHIER AND STRONGER 

PLANT WITH FAR GREATER TOLERANCE TO 

DROUGHT, DUE TO THE INCREASE IN ROOT 

MASS, LEADING TO MORE EFFICIENT USE OF 

THE OTHER INPUTS APPLIED. 

RECENTLY LAUNCHED IN THE U K , THIS NEW 

TECHNOLOGY IS ONE OF THE MOST COST 

EFFECTIVE, NATURAL WAYS OF OPTIMISING 

THE PERFORMANCE OF YOUR TURF. 

PLEASE CONSULT ONE OF OUR DISTRIBUTORS 

FOR DETAILS OR CONTACT CARGILL ON 

FREEPHONE 0 8 0 0 9 1 9 1 8 7 . 
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DOT Z O N E 

4 4 T H E D I F F E R E N C E WITH F U L C R U M IS Y O U CAN 

A C T U A L L Y S E E T H E NEW ROOTS D E V E L O P I N G . 

W I T H MOST ORGANIC F E E D S , YOU C A N ' T S E E 

A D I F F E R E N C E . 

C H R I S S Q U I R E S , HEAD G R E E N K E E P E R , 

R U T L A N D C O U N T Y G O L F C L U B , L I N C O L N S H I R E . 
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Wet, wet, wet 

Gordon Child 
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Greenkeeper 
Features 

12 The Learning Experience 
The path of leased resistance 
A Guide to acquiring new equipment. 

15 Thatch of the Day 
Jim McConnell, of Banbridge GC, addresses the problem of thatch. 

16 BTME '98 - A very f ine vintage 
All the news and reports from the Greatest Show on Earth... probably. 
Including the Executive Director's steamy diary of the week, the 'Buy a 
Brick' Campaign and some of the new products on display. 

22 Sowing the Seeds 
John Hughes passes on some practical advice on overseeding 

24 Wet, Wet Wet 
Hugh Tilley looks at the complexities of drainage. 

40 The Identikit Chairman 
Scott MacCallum chats with Gordon Child, the man who has just 
donned the famous Red Blazer 

43 Back in the Green 
Royal Mid Surrey has seen the colour return to its cheeks over the past 
year thanks to an overseeding programme and a new irrigation system. 
Scott MacCallum went to visit. 

Regulars 

1 0 - 1 1 

1 0 

13 

14 

32 -39 

5 8 

5 8 

N e w s 
Work begins on new HQ. Fancy working at The Open? Ransomes' 
sale goes through, Scott's Buy Levington's. Pages 7, 8, 9, 26, 28 & 31 

Letters 

Assistant 's Profile. 
Gordon McKie, St Andrews Links. 

Health and Safe ty 

Education 

Ken Richardson give news on three competitions. 

Around The Green 

Features Listing 

Helps you track down the features from old issues. 

As I see it. . . BIGGA National Chairman, Gordon Child, begins his new column. 

Royal Mid Surrey 

Stick with 
what we know 
As the dust settles I hope you can all look back at 
your Harrogate experiences with equal doses of 
pleasure and satisfaction and join in the general 
belief that the week was another to mark down 
on the list of memorable occasions. 

I must admit I do enjoy the whole experience 
the only downside having to constantly end con-
versations with the phrase - "It's been great talk-
ing with you but I should really have been 
somewhere else five minutes ago." It must be as 
wearing to hear as it is to say. 

It is amazing, however, even when you are at 
your busiest your mind finds opportunities to wan-
der and at one stage during the week I found 
myself thinking what a great job James McEvoy, 
our Sales and Marketing Manager, has. 

It seems pretty simple to me. He calls up peo-
ple in the industry asks if they are interested in 
advertising in the magazine or whether they 
would like to take up any of the many exciting 
sponsorship possibilities BIGGA has to offer. 

They then answer in one of two ways. 
1. "That's a great idea, thanks for offering me the 
chance to be associated with such a superb organ-
isation. For how much shall I make out the 
cheque?" Or they say. 2. "I'm sorry, James, I'm 
afraid we've allocated our budget for this year in 
other areas. It's a shame because it really is a 
stonking good idea." 

In the latter case he merely continues to make 
calls until someone gives him answer number 1. 
Easy! 

I know he's been to college and read enough 
books to be able to spout forth about anv mar-
keting phenomena which has ever existed but I 
reckon I could probably do his job in the few 
spare moments I have when I'm not editing this 
magazine. 

I know such things happen because one of the 
PGA Regions sent a letter to its members sug-
gesting that they, the club professional, could also 
take on the additional role of Course Manager. 

I've also seen a recruitment ad in another mag-
azine for a "Golf Manager" - "combining the 
responsibilities of the Head Greenkeeper with the 
Club Professional". It's true. 

Let's face it, I couldn't do James' job, just as he 
couldn't do mine. The same goes for golf club 
staff. Obviously at the turn of the century cir-
cumstances dictated that a club professional com-
bined duties but making a case that the jobs then 
are the same as now would be as pointless as 
arguing black is white. 

The roles are not interchangeable. In this high-
ly advanced, fast changing, age you need to work 
hard just to keep up to date with the role that you 
know best. The thought of making a decent fist 
of a completely different job just because it hap-
pens to involve the same subject is plainly ludi-
crous. 

Let's continue to produce the best possible 
Course Managers to work alongside the best pos-
sible Club Professionals. 

PS. I hope you like your 
new style Greenkeeper 
International. 

Editor: Scott MacCallum 



JOHN DEERE L T D . , HARBY ROAD, LANGAR, NOTTINGHAM, N G 1 3 9 H T . TELEPHONE 0 1 9 4 9 8 6 3 2 9 9 (ANSWERPHONE) 

WE'VE PUMPEEF 
UP THE PRESSURE 
ON PESTS 
INTRODUCING THE JOHN DEERE R Z I 7 0 0 

The new John Deere 
RZI 700 features a 
high-pressure, 284 litre 
system that injects 
liquid directly to the 
root zone of the soil. 

NOTHING R U N S L I K E A D E E R E 

Effective. Efficient. Environmen-
tally friendly. You pick the de-
scription. The new John Deere 
RZI 700 fits them all. Now, you 
have an alternative to 

traditional methods. You can 
inject liquids directly into the root zone, 
eliminating drift and minimising surface 
toxicity. 
The RZI 700 delivers treatment up to 15 cm 
deep through 16 single or multi-orifice 

nozzles.The 345 kg/cm2 (5,000 psi) series 
ensures injections penetrate even hard-
packed soil. And, at 4.8 km/h working 
speed and 75 x 75 cm spacing, the RZI 700 

covers a lot of ground at 6020 m2 per 
hour. It all adds up to bad news for 

pests like white grubs and mole crickets. 
In fact, tests show that a high percentage 
of grubs are killed from the force 
of injecting water alone. Hard to 
get more environmentally friendly than that. 



Pal starts work on 
new headquarters 
As soon as the bells to welcome in 

the new year had died down work 
began on BIGGA's new 
Headquarters and training facility 
and it was on Monday January the 
5th that Chairman, Pat Murphy, 
arrived at Aldwark Manor to per-
form one of his last official duties 
before BTME. 

The cutting of the first turf on the 
ground which will house the new 
Headquarters marked the culmina-
tion of months and years of negoti-
ation and planning. 

The new building will be adjacent 
to the 16th hole of Aldwark Manor 
Hotel Golf and Country Club, just 
north of York, and only 100 yards 
from the Association's existing 
rented accommodation. Once com-
plete - the projected completed 
date being September of this year -
it will offer superb facilities for 
Headquarter's-based training 
courses as well as accommodating 
14 staff members. 

"Today is a moment many of us 
have dreamed about for several 
years and I am extremely proud 
and fortunate to be the man to 
start off the building work," said 
Pat Murphy. 

"The fact that we are in a position 
to build our own Headquarters is a 
measure of the success the 

Left to Right: Pat Murphy; Project Manager, Stewart Broadhurst; 
Quantity Surveyor, Bridget Pearson; BIGGA Executive Director, Neil 
Thomas, and Contract Manager James Moody, of RBA Moody 
Brothers (Contractors Ltd). 

Association has enjoyed to date, 
and with the excellent facilities the 
new building will provide, BIGGA 
is sure to go from strength to 
strength," he added. 

Within hours of the first turf 

being turned site preparation work 
began in earnest and a matter of 
days later the site was virtually 
unrecognisable as it had been 
fenced off and heavy machinery 
had been moved in. 

Abbott wins 
holy water for 
Sunningdale 

M ] Abbott Ltd has begun work 
on the installation of a new irri-
gation system to both the Old 
Course and New Course at 
Sunningdale Golf Club. 

The contract incorporates the 
design, supply of equipment and 
installation of the irrigation sys-
tem to 36 golf holes, put t ing 
greens, practice area and turf 
nursery. 

Rain Bird Europe has designed 
the system which incorporates 
the Maxi Nimbus Contro l 
System, Maxi Weather Station, 
Eagle, Falcon and R50 series 
sprinklers and PEB pressure regu-
lating solenoid valves. 

All staff working on the site are 
directly employed by M J Abbott 
Ltd which owns and operates a 
fleet of specially adapted machin-
ery for use on golf courses. 

M J Abbott Ltd are no strangers 
to working at prestigious Clubs. 
Their por t fol io includes The 
Belfry, Celtic Manor Hotel and 
Golf Club, and Killarney Golf 
and Fishing Club among many 
others. 

Patron's receive their just 
desserts at Award dinner 

The Scottish Region Patron's 
Award Dinner at the Terrace Hotel, 
in Stirling, saw an excellent atten-
dance of Patron's, Regional Board 
and Section representatives. 

The Region and Patrons congrat-
ulated all winners of the awards 
each of whom was presented with a 
scroll, books and given a three day 
trip to BTME. 

The awards went to members 
who had devoted a great deal of 

time to Section business. 
Picture shows award winners L-R. 

Stuart Sime, Leven Links GC; 
George Morrison, West Kilbride 
GC; Kenny Duncan, Dunfermline 
GC; Gordon Trotter, Glencorse GC; 
Dale Robertson, Newmacher GC; 
Stuart Taylor, Killermont GC; John 
Morton, Alford GC, Robert 
Thomson, Peebles GC and John 
Scott, Kirkhill GC with Scottish 
Regional Chairman Sam Morrison. 

Members 
get Open 
invitation 
Applications are invited from 

members to join BIGGA's Green-
keeping Support team for the 1998 
Open Championship at Royal 
Birkdale GC. 

Those wishing to be considered 
must be Full Members of the 
Association and should be available 
from Wednesday evening July 15 to 
Sunday evening July 19. The 
opportunity to take part in the 
most important golf event of the 
year is open both to team members 
from previous years and also those 
members who are wishing to partic-
ipate for the first time. 

Duties will be allocated on a rota 
basis over the four days of play and 
include early morning course 
preparation, bunker raking while 
matches are in play and evening 
course maintenance. 

Members may also be also asked 
to co-operate with the gathering of 
information for distribution in the 
Press Centre which helps raise the 
profile of the Association at the 
Championship. All members of the 
Support Team will be expected to 
remain on the course throughout 
the day and be available in the 
event of any unforeseen circum-
stances arising. 

Accommodation, all meals and 
transport will be provided by the 
Association but successful appli-
cants will be expected to pay their 
own travelling expenses from home 
to the Championship and return. 

Those members wishing to be 
involved should put their names 
forward in writing to John 
Pemberton, Administration 
Manager, at BIGGA's HQ, Aldwark 
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York, Y06 
2NF, to be received no later than 
March 16. 

All names will then be placed into 
a draw to select the successful 
applicants. If you have not been to 
this event before in this capacity 
and wish to learn more about what 
will be expected please do not hesi-
tate to contact John. Tel: 01347 
838581. 

It suits my course 
Alastair Tough, Muckhart GC 



Charity begins at 
home for Swanston 

John Macaulay, of Radio Lollipop with East Section Chairman, 
Jimmy Neilson, and Chris Yeaman. 

CBE honour 
for Neville 

British Seed Houses Managing 
Director Neville Bark was awarded 
a CBE in the New Year's Honours 
List for his contribution to agricul-
ture. 

He has been Chairman of the 
National Institute of Agricultural 
Botany for the last two years and 
was instrumental in establishing a 
dedicated amenity grass seed divi-
sion in 1976. 

"I'm naturally delighted to receive 
this award but I regard it as recog-
nition of NIAB's reputation and 
continuing value to the agricultural 
industry as much as an honour for 
myself,' said Neville. 

Matt moves up 
Jacobsen Division of Textron Ltd 

has become increasingly involved 
in sales of golf course equipment to 
large Companies (conglomerates) 
owning more than one golf course. 
In recognition of the huge potential 
growth in this area Jacobsen has 
appointed Matt Gough to the posi-
tion of Sales Support Executive 
reporting to David Withers, 
National Accounts Manager. 

Matt , who has been with 
Jacobsen for five years, brings a 
wealth of both product knowledge 
and demonstration skills to this 
position. 

Swanston Golf Club, in 
Edinburgh, held a charity golf day 
in aid of the Sick Kids' Hospital, 
the Intensive Care Unit and Radio 
Lollipop. 

They were chosen because of the 
care and help they gave to 
Swanston Course Manager, Chris 
Yeaman's, young son, Christopher, 
who was in hospital for six months 
after having a terrible accident on 
his father's golf course during the 
Christmas period two years ago, 
while out sledging with his friends. 

After the golf there was a disco 
and presentation of prizes, and pre-
sentation of cheques to the various 
charities. 

"We would like to thank East 
Section Scotland for the kind dona-
tion of £200 to Ward 4," said 
Andrew Forrest, Deputy Course 
Manager, at Swanston. 

"A Swanston GC member, Ronnie 
Reid, also held a charity golf event 
at Dalmahoy Country Club. 
Thanks to Ronnie for the organisa-
tion of the event, and to those who 
played in the event which included 
some football celebrities. 

"Our thanks go to the members of 
Swanston G.C. who took part in the 
days event. And to everybody at 
Dalmahoy Country Club," said 
Andrew. 

The total raised from the two 
events was £2,200 this was then 
divided between the various charities. 

Chris' son went in for his six 
monthly check up in December 
and while there he presented a 
cheque to Ward 4 for £625 and to 
Intensive Care Unit also for £625. 
His check up went well and every-
thing looks promising for the 
future. 

A BIGGA thank you to Tim 

To mark the conclusion of seven 
years of unstinting work on 
Greenkeeper International and 
many of BIGGA's promotional 
material, Tim Moat, of Headline 
Communications, Design and 
Production Editor since the maga-
zine's inception was presented with 
a token of the Association's appre-
ciation. 

The presentation was made at 
Tim's offices in York by Sales and 
Marketing Manager, James 

McEvoy, and Editor, Scott 
MacCallum. 

"Tim has been a big part of the 
development of Greenkeeper 
International and I know we all 
wish him well in the future," said 
James. 

This issue of Greenkeeper 
International is the first to be 
designed by' David Emery, who 
joined the Association as its first in-
house Design and Production 
Editor late last year. 
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^SITESAFE 
MODULAR SYSTEMS 

...make all the difference to secure 
storage & accommodation units. 

GARAGE PAVILION W O R K S H O P 

For further information 
please contact: 

Irvine Weston on Tel: 01427 752058 or 
Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd. Park Farm, 

Dunsdale, Guisborough, 
Cleveland. TS 14 6RQ. 

Tel: 01642 475009 or Fax: 01642 471036. 



Wisley experience for Decían New training 
role for Geoff 

Piumpton College in East 
Sussex has become the 
first college of its type to 
be awarded a Charter 
Mark for excellence in ser-
vice to the public. 
"The award is a tribute to 
the hard work and dedica-
tion of College staff who, 
despite cuts in funding, are 
providing a better service 
to the public each year," 
said Principal John 
Brookham. 
Picture shows staff from 
the College with John 
Brookham on the right dis-
pensing the drink. 

As part of his Master in 
Education Award, Declan 
Gallagher, Programme Manager in 
Golf Greenkeeping at Cannington 
College, spent 12 weeks working at 
the Wisley Golf Club in Surrey. 
Under the guidance of David 
Whitaker, Master Greenkeeper and 
former Greenkeeper of the Year, 
Declan was able to fully participate 
in the daily routine maintenance 
operations. 

"I wanted to get my hands dirty 
and be an accepted part of the crew, 
three of whom were ex-Cannington 

V 

students, so I .J0M9I 
had to be on 
my toes," he 
said. 

Declan was 
able to mow 
greens, tees 
and fairways, 
rake bunkers, 
flymo and 
hand pick Poa 
Annua from 
the greens, and was able to observe 
and ask questions about the tasks 
he couldn't participate in. 

A free lunch...? 
At a recent company day Ronnie 

Bunting, of Kilmacolm GC, won a 
prize of lunch and a round of golf 
for four people over the Monarch's 
Course at Gleneagles... but he did1 

not have to swing a club to do it. 
Ronnie won the prize for his skill 

as an after dinner speaker and is 
now having to show similar skills as 
a diplomat in choosing which of his 
old, and many new, friends he is 
going to take with him. 

The primary purpose for working 
at the Wisley was to carry out field 
research into the importance of 
vocational updating for lecturing 
staff. Cannington College strives to 
ensure its lecturing staff are techni-
cally competent in their respected 
vocational subjects. Last summer 
Huw Parry, Senior Lecturer in Golf 
Course Management, worked on a 
golf construction project in 
Portugal and recently employed 
Brain Jones, Greenkeeping 
Instructor was Head Greenkeeper 
at East Dorset Golf Club. 

Geoff Porter, previously of Forest 
of Arden, Royal Antwerp and 
GolfClub Issum in Germany has 
taken up a project managing and 
training role in India with archi-
tects David Hemstock Associates. 

He would like to keep in touch 
with the greenkeeping world while 
in India and can be contacted by e-
mail through Geoff Porter@golf-
design.demon.co.uk 

Cheers, John! 
The winner of the case of wine 

from the free prize draw at the Sisis 
Direct "Direct-to-Your-Door-Tour" 
was John Scotney, of Sleaford GC. 
He was presented with his prize by 
Area Representative Jason Briggs. 

BANKING HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY 
THAT'S THE BEAUTY OF A NATIONAL A I X ~ H 
When it comes to staying the course, you can bank on the Alien National 
range keeping you on the straight and narrow.The Allen National range 
of triple mowers - 68, 68DL & 84 - are the only real choice for the / 
professional on the tees and surrounds. And as for bunkers, they're M 
no longer a hazard. The 68DL has transport speed, electric start / ' 
and full width rollers. Banking has never been so easy. | 8 r j 

FORA FREE BROCHURE 
OR COMPLETE THE COUPON BELOW 

Telephone: 01235 515400 for details of your nearest 
dealer for a FREE, no obligation, demonstration on 

the amazing ability of the National. 

Allen Power Equipment Ltd.The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX 11 8ES, England 
For Sales & Service Tel: (0123S) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401 

ADDRESS: 

POSTCODE: 
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Profile 

Usually the spotlight falls on 
the Course Manager or Head 

Greenkeeper at a Club. 
Now it is the turn of those 

whose work often goes 
unheralded to star. 

^ILBAG MAILBAr 

Address your letters to the Editor, Greenkeeper 
International, A ldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, 
York Y 0 6 2 IMF. You can also fax them to 0 1 3 4 7 
838864 , or e-mail them to general@bigga.co.uk 

Name: Gordon McKie 

Club: St Andrews Links 

Position: Deputy Head 
Greenkeeper 

Age: 30 

1. How long have you been 
a greenkeeper? 

12 years. 

2. What education are you 
currently undertaking? 

HNC Golf Course Irrigation 
Systems. 

3. Which one task do you 
most enjoy doing? 

Building and revetting bunkers 

4. Which one task do you 
most dislike doing? 

Not many but probably cleaning 
ditches. 

5. What job other than 
greenkeeping might you 
have ended up doing? 

Motor Mechanic 

6. Who has been the biggest 
influence on your career? 

lain MacLeod, Head Greenkeeper 
at Tain Golf Club. 

7. What would you do to 
improve the life of a green-
keeper? 

Teach golfers how to rake a 
bunker properly. 

8. What are your hobbies? 

Golf, football and music 

9. What do you get out of 
BIGGA? 

Magazine, BTME. 

10. What do you hope to be 
doing in 10 years time? 

Head Greenkeeper or Course 
Manager at a top course 

But why should I join BIGGA? 
As a BIGGA member who was the 

beneficiary of two exceptional 
events in November, I feel duty 
bound to write to the magazine and 
share my experiences with all of you 
who care to read on. 

My first sojourn took me to 
the deep south to participate in 
the BIGGA Golf Environment 
Competition in association with 
Amazone and Rhone Poulenc award 
ceremony. Our club was chosen as 
the Scottish regional winner, which 
was a real surprise to me knowing 
the quality of the work already car-
ried out at other Scottish clubs such 
as Loch Lomond. So with this in 
mind, it was with great pride that I 
travelled down to the highly impres-
sive Hankley Common to accept 
our award. 

This is the second year in a row 
that we have won this specific 
award and I would like to say that 
the people who I have met at each 
award ceremony, in conjunction 
with the award itself, have provided 
me with a great deal of motivation 
and inspiration to drive on with our 
conservation management plan at 
Linlithgow. I am sure that our club 
is not the only one which gains so 
much from this competition and I 
think Rod Baker can take great per-
sonal satisfaction from the way this 
whole concept has grown, and from 
the good that it has engendered. 

Part two of my week of travelling 
took me to sunny Marbella 
(although it was pouring when I 
arrived and left), to deliver a talk to 
the inaugural FEGGA conference. 

When first asked by FEGGA 
Chairman, Dean Cleaver, to repre-
sent BIGGA by delivering the paper 
on the environment I was stunned, 
honoured and delighted (in that 
order), but I became so concerned 
with trying to live up to Dean's 
expectations that I travelled to 
Spain with very few expectations 
about what I could learn from the 
whole experience. This state of 
affairs did not last too long though 
because literally from the moment 
of my arrival, which was fortuitous-
ly just in time for dinner, I was put 
at ease by the assembled company, 
which by the nature of the event 
consisted of many of the leading 
lights of greenkeeping in Europe. 

During the two day conference I 
learned a great many things not 
only about greenkeeping, but about 
life in continental Europe in gener-
al, which in these days of common 
Governmental policies may prove 
to be very important. Consequently 
I came away from listening to the 
many varied and stimulating talks 
given with the impression that we 
greenkeepers in the UK may have 

our problems, but they are in no 
way comparable to some of the 
things that our colleagues on the 
continent have to put up with. 

It was struck home to me in Spain 
that not only do our continental 
cousins have to put up with difficult 
climactic conditions, oppressive 
pesticide legislation and a populace 
that generally has no time for golf, 
but they face these difficulties 
with much smaller Professional 
Associations than ours. This is a 
very important point and one that 
is far too often taken for granted in 
this country. In BIGGA we British 
greenkeepers not only have a very 
well run organisation led by moti-
vated and capable people, but we 
have a collective voice for the pro-
fession that is taken seriously by 
others in the golf industry and 
beyond. 

In conclusion, I would like to say 
that I have had an exceptional year, 
taking part in many wonderful 
events including the Loch Lomond 
Invitational, The Open, The 
National Tournament as well as 
that fabulous week in November 
which was all made possible for me 
only -through my involvement in 
BIGGA. So if anyone has to ask me 
"Why should I join the BIGGA?" 
my answer will be ready for them! 
David Roy 
Course Manager 
Linlithgow G C 

Jim'll fix it... 
Having been in greenkeeping for 

the last 43 years and therefore seen 
many changes I have reflected on 
who has been responsible for the 
major changes in the game. 

Firstly, professionals I am sure 
would agree that Arnold Palmer was 
the prime mover for making things 
happen even to the point where 
more golfers wanted to see and lis-
ten to his passion for the game. 

From the greenkeeping side I have 
to say nobody, and I mean nobody, 
has done more for greenkeepers 
than Jim Arthur. He started off as a 
lone voice in the wilderness telling 
us - not to overwater, that green is 
not everything, don't try to be like 
the States etc, etc, etc. How true 
this has all turned out to be. 

He is the man who makes greens 
committees sit up and take notice 
with his forthright views. Of course, 
lots of people do not go along with 
Jim's views but as we all know the 
truth can sometimes hurt. 

One thing I am convinced of is 
that greenkeeping would be a lot 
poorer without Jim Arthur. 

Greenkeeping has progressed dra-
matically over the last ten years or 
so and, believe me, in no small mea-
sure this is due to Jim and people 
like him who see the future and are 
not afraid to state their case. 

I am not like the fellow who said 
"I don't mind progress so long as it 
doesn't mean change" but I think 
we need to take stock now and 
again and make sure that every road 
we take is the right one with no 
dead ends. 
John Nudds 
Course Manager 
Gerard's Cross G C 

Toro-mendous 
I would like to thank BIGGA and 
Toro for a very enjoyable time at 
the finals of the Toro Awards held 
at Harrogate. Meeting the other 
finalists and swapping stories of 
greenkeeping times. 
Tom Murray 
Ratho Park G C 

PS. All the best to Ian McMillan 
and Steve Nixon who were worthy 
winners of the awards. 

PPS. Harrogate has lots of shops 
so any greenkeepers taking their 
wives or girlfriends beware! Don't 
let them loose it's fatal - hence my 
empty wallet. 

A northern 
thank you 
The Northern Region has had its 

ups and downs, its highs and lows 
but over the course of many years 
the Region has become a credit to 
all members who have participated 
in Regional events and Seminars. 
Major events such as the Hayter 
Golf Challenge, which the Northern 
Region has won on numerous occa-
sions, with all Sections thriving. 
Since Bob Lupton took over we 
have had three National Chairman, 
George Malcolm, Barry Heaney 
and our immediate Past Chairman, 
Pat Murphy. So between the three 
of them they must have clocked up 
more miles than Michael Palin! 

Bob and Sarah had worked tire-
lessly for the Region with the intro-
duction of the Patron's Scheme so 
without the support of the Patrons 
the Region would not be as prosper-
ous. 

I have to thank Bob and Sarah for 
the support they have shown me 

mailto:general@bigga.co.uk
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as Regional Chairman, keeping me 
right and making sure I was 
informed of meetings and section 
events so I could attend. 

I know I leave the Region in good 
hands with the Regional Chairman, 
Bert Cross, and Bob leaves the 
Region to the new Regional 
Administrator, Douglas Bell. 

1 must thank everybody for the 
support they have given me over 
the years and I am sure that Bert 
will receive the same support. 

Once again, may I take this oppor-
tunity to wish the members and 
officials all the best for the future. 
Ian Holoran 
Past Northern Regional 
Chairman 

Competition 
is a winner 

In response to the article in 
Greenkeeper International, page 
34, January issue, I thought I would 
spend a few moments trying to clar-
ify the situation. Unfortunately, or 
fortunately, depending upon one's 
viewpoint, I am able to report that I 
have not had a single response to 
my comment made in the 
November issue, other than yours. 

It was indeed English Nature who 
were keen to point out the number 
of non-golfing sceptics who still per-
ceive golf as being of relatively 
minor importance in the wider con-
servation framework. Keith, howev-
er, in playing golf and more recently 
in judging the competition, has a 
very different viewpoint and is keen 
to point out that golf is an impor-
tant land use which can have par-
ticular environmental benefits. 
These points were highlighted at all 
of the Clubs which he and I visited. 

I have always stated that the 
BIGGA Golf Environmental 
Competition was to comprise of 
more than just one winner and sev-
eral losers. I have indeed worked 
hard through last year to ensure 
that this is the case. Sure, the win-
ner gets £5,000 and the regional 
winners £250 but that's not the end 

of it. All those entering received 
either a letter of support with rec-
ommendations relating to their 
individual way forward or one or 
two site visits which allowed me to 
talk at length about their manage-
ment programme. Seminars and 
articles have also contributed to ele-
vating the publicity of those Clubs 
showing a positive commitment to 
environmental management 

I see the Competition as a step up 
to the newly formed "Committed to 
Green" programme being initiated 
through the European Golf 
Association Ecology Unit. The scor-
ing of the Competition was indeed 
based on the main target areas that 
the technical workingpanel, includ-
ing STRI, agreed. These include 
nature conservation, landscape cul-
tural heritage, turfgrass manage-
ment, water resource management, 
waste management, energy efficien-
cy and communication, including 
public awareness. 

A further extremely important 
benefit of the Competition is to 
demonstrate that golf courses by 
acting in a positive environmental 
manner are aware of their environ-
mental responsibilities and it is 
hoped that continual recognition 
will gradually filter through to the 
wider public and to those that criti-
cise the sport often without appro-
priate foundation. 

Most Greenkeepers that have spo-
ken to me or have heard me talking 
at seminars will be fully aware that 
I appreciate their conservation 
interests. Indeed, a significant part 
of greenkeeping is related to the 
pleasure of seeing birds of prey, 
foxes and other wildlife passing over 
the course The focus must now turn 
to educating the membership and 
the Committee Managers if greater 
strides are to be made. 

Finally, while every golf course 
realises they may not win one of the 
major prizes, I trust that everyone 
will agree that by entering we are 
giving greater focus and credibility 
to the fact that golf courses are not 
just a selfish use of the landscape. 

R.S Taylor 
Ecologist, STRI Ltd 

We've now made it even 
easier for you to receive 

your copy of Greenkeeper 
International . 

You can now pay your 
membership subscription by Direct 
Debit, and spread your payments 

over 10 months. 

Direct Debit. 
For more details call 

Janet Adamson now on 01347 838581 

SHOULDN'T YOU BE TRAINING WITH THE STRI? 

"Train with the Experts" 

G O L F - T H E C U T T I N G E D G E 
February 23-25. at STRI Bingley 
A new golf initiative for Golf Course Managers and Head 
Greenkeepers. This 3 day course will keep you ahead 
with all the very latest techniques in golf course man-
agement. (CPD15) 

T U R F G R A S S M A N A G E M E N T A N D 

C O N S T R U C T I O N F O R G O L F 
March 2-6. at STRI Bingley 
A 5 day course for all Greenkeepers and Trade Person-
nel covering all aspects of management and construc-
tion of turf on golf courses. (CPD15) 

All STRI courses are Basis registered and award CPD 
points with attendance certificate. 

Contact Gayle Padgett at STRI 
and book your place today. 

STRI, St Ives Estate, Bingley, 
West Yorkshire, BD16 1AU 

TEL: 01274 565131 
FAX: 01274 561891 

! 

STRI 

THE SPORTS TURF RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
AD 
REF 
580 

While on the subject of The 
Environment Compet i t ion, 
keep your eyes peeled for 
our new logo ( le f t ) , which 
wil l be used everyt ime w e 
have news or an update for 
you, regarding the competi-
tion. Entry forms are avail-
able f rom B IGGA, a t the 
usual address. 



Greenkeeper 
If you still haven't renewed your 

membership subscription, you 
could miss out on the next issue of 

Greenkeeper International. 

And the next one. 

And the next. 

Don't miss out. 
If your membership is due, call 

Janet Adamson now on 01347 838581 

AD 
REF 
501 

Articulators from LasTec offering the highest 
quality finish cut of any rotary mower at any price 

• Precise length • 
• Better grass distribution • 
• Better wet grass cutting • 

• Better lift • Less Compaction • 
And of course, No Scalping 

STRONGER • LIGHTER • TOUGHER • BETTER 

EVEN BETTER FOR WHAT THEY ARE 

Matlwood £imHed 
Court Lodge Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh 

Maidstone, Kent, ME15 OHQ, England. 
Tel: (01622) 728718 • Fax (01622) 728720 
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The path of leased 
resistance 

A Guide to prof i table options for acquir-
ing new golf course equipment 

Ask any young blood and he will 
tell you about those first tingling 
charges of adrenalin - they come as 
standard equipment with any new 
sports car - and how rapidly they 
evaporate. The harsh reality is that 
adrenalin plummets just as soon as 
the realisation hits; that fistfuls of 
hard-earned cash have flown from 
the pocket quicker than you can 
shake a stick. Called depreciation, 
it's very, very painful, especially 
where boy-racers and their motor 
cars are concerned. 

Thankfully; depreciation of golf 
course machinery is quite unlike 
that prevalent in the motor trade. 
One obvious reason is that turf care 
machinery earns its keep, rather 
than being a mere status symbol, so 
there's no free-falling without a 
parachute. Another reason, taking 
a tractor as a prime example, we 
have a vehicle that has a long, use-
ful life, with relatively low mainte-
nance costs, thus it's most 
unlikely to dive in value as the 
result of fashion-freak body styling. 

Nothing, it seems, causes the col-
lective mind of a golf club commit-
tee to focus quite like competition. 
Not competition of the games vari-
ety, but that which beckons from 
just over the hill. A rash of new pro-
prietor-owned golf clubs, built in 
the past decade or so, has caused 
many an old-guard committee man 
to ponder the vexatious question of 
how to keep his club competitive. 

Playing quality and value for 
money are the yardsticks by which 
a nomad player measures his 
rounds - new courses or old - and 
each time the golfer opens his wal-
let both will be held for compari-
son. 

No longer immune from today's 
fast-moving business arena, those 
in golf club management increas-
ingly find it necessary to investi-
gate alternative ways of financing, 
rather than paying cash, for their 
equipment. The good news is that 

they are finding the right answers. 
There are many good reasons for 

financing, the most obvious being 
that the true value of working 
equipment comes from its use, not 
its ownership. Add to this the 
increase in immediate cash-flow; by 
freeing capital for more profitable 
uses, the freedom from 'hidden 
costs' and the bonus of keeping the 
golf course in peak condition - it's 
hardly surprising that more and 
more 'savvy' committees are opting 
for the practical option of leasing. 

One popular form of lease financ-
ing is a package unique in the turf 
care market and tailored specifical-
ly for the golf course industry. 
Devised by Ransomes in associa-
tion with Farming & Agri-cultural 
Finance Ltd (FAF), the flexible 
finance option is known simply as 
Select 123. 

Because this type of financing 
allows a wider flexibility of options 
- to become the owner, to trade in 
the equipment at an agreed and 
guaranteed buyback price, or sim-
ply to walk away from the agree-
ment - it allows the golf club to 
make the final decision. 

There are three flexible plans 
available, so whether your club is 
considering a new compact tractor, 
a professional greens mower, or one 
of a range of aeration products, 
Select 123 offers the purchasing 
solution. The three options are: 

a) Your club can make a final 'bal-
loon' payment to become the 
owner of the machine. 

b) Take full advantage of the 
guaranteed residual value by either: 

i) Trading in as part exchange for 
a new machine. 

ii) Handing the equipment back 
and walking away from the agree-
ment. 
c) Extend the final 'balloon' pay-
ment over an agreed further term. 

To illustrate, here are some typical 
examples: 

INCREDIBLE FOR WHAT THEY DO 

The outside cutt ing decks 
handle changes in coutour 

over 3 feet high. 
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Eg 1 Eg 2 Eg 3 

Description GA30 Aerator Fairway 305 3-Wheel Cushman 

RRP £13,410 £29,065 £11,479 

Cost (assumes 10% 
discount/part exchange) 

£12,069 £26,159 £10,331 

Term 4yrs 4yrs 4yrs 

Profile to 
customer 

1+3 1+3 1+3 

Payments 
per annum 

£3,067 £6,322 £2,649 

Balloon payment/ 
Guaranteed buy back 

£1,743 £5,523 £3,089 

Still not convinced? Consider 
these further benefits: 

Farewell to obsolescence 
Access to state-of-the-art equip-

ment, especially grass-cutting 
machinery, provides a cushion 
against technological obsolescence. 
Though certainly not in the same 
league as computers, which seem-
ingly become obsolete on the 
shelves, most golf machinery man-
ufacturers quite rightly seek to 
improve and upgrade their models, 
year after year. It makes sense, 
therefore, to plan against any 
uncertainties by transferring the 
risk to the lessor. 
Matching revenue to payment 

By matching payments with the 
income a club generates over a com-
plete year, working capital will be 
released, rather than being tied up. 
Say farewell to botching 

Nothing is more irritating than 
'making do' with machinery that is 
ill-equipped for a job. At best it's 
inconvenient, at worst it can be 
downright dangerous. Spreading 
the load by financing equipment 
will give you the proper tools to do 
the job. 
Machinery that is in peak 
condition 

Ransomes and FAF want you to 
keep your equipment in tip-top 
order. With tneir finance option, 
they will ensure the machinery is 
serviced by an approved dealer on a 
regular basis. 
How you can sway the deci-
sion - in your favour! 

No one knows better than you 
what new machinery is needed, or 
which ageing piece needs replacing, 
though to smooth the go-ahead for 
capital improvements it will pay 
you to doff your salesman's hat. 
While it's baa to whinge about not 
having the right equipment, (it will, 
be assured, get you nowhere), it 
helps enormously if you are seen as 
the guy who makes the most of 

what he has; one who does a good 
job and solves problems. 

Unless your Green Chairman is 
an absolute no-hoper, you will gain 
Brownie points by aiming his atten-
tion to each little area of improve-
ment taking place on the course -
moreover those that need extra 
application - while, of course, 
explaining the reason and thinking 
behind what you would like to 
undertake, if only... 

Choosing the right moment for 
discussion is important , which 
might well come during those times 
when your Green Chairman is mak-
ing his inspection. Even better, if 
you can play a few holes with him 
this will provide you with a great 
opportunity to draw comparisons, 
perhaps by calling upon experi-
ences shared with a colleague at 
'the course down the road.' 

Every chairman worth his salt 
wants to see a well-conditioned 
golf course. Simply by carrying out 
a little homework beforehand you 
can present him with a well-consid-
ered case. Of course, it is your job 
to keep him informed so that he 
may report to his committee, so 
make lists, but don't try to baffle 
him with science. 

Prepare a plausible presentation 
and ensure that you include spec-
ifications so that you may talk in 
precise terms about the improve-
ments that proposed new machin-
ery will offer. You should include all 
the benefits that will come from 
upgrading, for example the increase 
in the speed of greens or fairways 
cutting, improved turf conditioning 
and a reduction in running costs. 
This latter item, increasingly, is a 
vitally important factor. Let him 
know how much you want to retain 
a competitive edge. He'll thank you 
for it. 

Finally, enlist the help of your 
dealer and get him on your side. 
Developing a sound relationship 
will never hurt your cause. 

O Health 
& Safe W 

above 
Tim Kirk of T. Kirk Forestry -

ATB Landbase Registered Instructor 

adequate personal protective cloth-
ing (PPE). 

Training is very important in the 
control of accidents - it should be 
of the highest quality and normally 
carried out by specialist instructors 
or organised training courses. 

Although most courses contain 

small amounts of theoretical class-
room work the majority of the 
course is devoted to practical 
supervised instruction. 

In the next issue we will look at 
the requirements of PPE and the 
different routes to certification in 
the safe operation of chainsaws. 

For further information on train-
ing courses and consultancy con-
tact Agenda Training Ltd - Jean 
John Tel: 01282 831973 or Tim 
Kirk - T. Kirk Forestry Tel: 01484 
685114. 

Portable hand-held chainsaws are 
widely accepted as being potent-
ially dangerous machines which 
need to be handled with utmost 
care. 

The Health and Safety Executive 
has produced Guidance Note GS48 
which is aimed at people who 
either use chainsaws at 
work or who employ 
others to do the work. 

The Guidance Note is 
concerned with the min-
imum levels of training 
and compet-ence 
required by chain-saw 
users. It states that oper-
ators should be ade-
quately trained and that 
by obtaining a relevant 
certificate of compe-
tence or national com-
petence award 
(NVQ/SVQ) recognised 
by industry will show 
that adequate training 
has been received. 

This applies to 
employers, employees 
and the self-employed. 

There are several regu-
lations within the 
Management of Health 
and Safety at Work 
Regulations 1992 which 
place legal duties on 
employers and the self-
employed in relation to 
the use of chainsaws at 
work. 

Chainsaw operators 
should have a reliable 
and mature attitude to 
their work. They should 
have a reasonable degree 
of both physical and mental fitness. 
People with disabilities need not 
necessarily be excluded from work 
with chainsaws, however, medical 
advice should be obtained about 
their suitability. 

There are many hazards when 
using a chainsaw, the most obvious 
are contact with the moving chain, 
being struck by falling timber 
and incorrect manual handling 
techniques. 

Most accidents occur due to lack 
of knowledge and failure to provide 



UPDATE UPDATE ,, Ken Richardson announces the 
U t f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ launch of three new competit ions.. . 

Education 
^ v o d n axvado ^ Take up the 

challenge 
Thanks to the continuing support 

of Ransomes, we were, once again, 
able to give an increased number 
of delegates a true Learning 
Experience. 

The National Education Conf-
erence and Workshops started the 
week off on a high note with some 
very high quality presentations and 
intellectually stimulating subjects. 
The use of a new liquid crystal pro-
jector and high quality slide projec-
tor ensured that all conference 
presentations could be seen and 
should ensure a better quality of 
video. Despite the prob-
lems that we had rearrang-
ing some early seminar 
session, due to a problem 
obtaining slides, the 
BTME Seminars gave all 
attendees something to 
ponder, with a record 
number attending the talk 
by Mr Ortiz Patino. With 
the Seminars returning to 
the Royal Hall, there was 
space for all those who 
wanted to attend and it 
was gratifying to see over 
100 delegates still in the Hall at the 
end of the last session. Thank you 
to all those who presented papers 
at the Conference and Seminars 
and to those who organised and ran 
the three workshops. We are think-
ing about the programme for 1999, 
already, and if anyone can suggest 
speakers or topics that they would 
like to hear then please contact me 
as soon as possible. Written tran-

scriptions and videos of all 
Conference and seminar sessions 
are available from BIGGA HQ. 

Three major competitions were 
launched at Harrogate, the TORO 
Student of the Year, the TORO 
Excellence in Greenkeeping and the 
BIGGA Golf Course Environment 
Competition, in association with 
Amazone Ground Care and Rhone 
Poulenc Amenity. All registered 
training providers will be sent 
copies of the Student of the Year 
leaflet and entry forms in the near 
future. So make sure that your col-

lege submits an entry. 
Remember, the winning 
student wins the TORO 
Scholarship, including 
and eight week study 
tour to the USA and the 
winner's lecturer wins a 
trip to the GCSAA show, 
which will be held in 
Florida, in 1999. 
Leaflets for the Golf 
Environment and Green-
keeping Excellence Com-
petitions were available 
at BTME and will be sent 

to all golf clubs and head green-
keeper/course managers during 
February and March. Judging for 
the Greenkeeping Excellence 
Competition has been changed and 
courses will be judged by a panel of 
judges comprising respected, 
retired greenkeepers, chaired by 
Walter Woods. Additionally, the 
Competition is open to Master 
Greenkeepers and/or winners of 
the previous Miracle/Zeneca/ICI 
competition. 

The last local supervisory man-
agement course of the 1997/98 sea-
son will take place at the Courtyard 
Hotel in Bradford, on 16 and 17 
February. There are still plenty of 
places left for anyone who wishes 
to attend. 

The Refund of Education/ 
Training Expenses Scheme started 
in January 1998. Application forms 
for a refund of fees can be obtained 
from BIGGA HQ. 

Finally, I would like to congratu-
late Chris Carpenter and Andy 
Campbell on becoming the tenth 
and eleventh Master Greenkeepers 
in the United Kingdom, which 
added to the five Master Green-

T O R O 

I use - j * i 

J because 

jMmmmi*%. 

The results were better 
than my expectations 

Jim Smith, Ardeer GC 

keepers in the USA gives us a total 
of sixteen. The next Master 
Greenkeeper examination will take 
place on 28 and 29 March. Anyone 
wishing to sit the examination 
should contact me or Sami as soon 
as possible. Full details of the 
Master Greenkeeper Scheme can 
be obtained from BIGGA HQ. 

Top: Billy McMillan thinks our sign which could do with a bit of level-
ling itself! Above: Concentrating hard during the golf course design 
workshop. Below: Our two latest Master Greenkeepers pictured here 
receiving their plaques from Chairman, Pat Murphy 



Cast aside 
your cares 

Jim McConnell , Head Greenkeeper at 
Banbridge GC, County Armagh 
addresses the problem of thatch. . . 

The reason for choosing this 
subject is because of the prob-
lems it can create in a situation 
where a course has a number of 
small greens (e.g. those around 
250 to 300 sq. metres). 

With the growing volume of 
traffic on our golf courses these 
days one must be constantly 
aware of the ever increasing vol-
ume of problems that may pre-
sent themselves. If the 
management programme is not 
correct, consistent, and on-going 
then we may find our playing 
surfaces in trouble. 

If greens are small they will 
obviously limit the number of 
pin-positions, thus during peri-
ods of extremely wet weather, 
and heavy play these greens will 
compact much more quickly. 
When compaction is severe this 
will reduce the supply of oxygen 
to the plant, therefore, no oxygen 
will pass into the soil for respira-
tion but also no carbon dioxide 
will be capable of getting out. 
The result here is that grasses 
will choke in their own waste. 

When this situation occurs the 
playing surface becomes soft and 
very susceptible to damage 
instead of remaining firm and 
true. The sward becomes poor, 
thin, and open to fungal attack, 
instead of remaining dense, 
healthy and resilient. The recu-
perative capacity is greatly 
reduced, therefore the sward will 
deteriorate even further where 
Poa annua is the predominant 
species. 

If this situation occurs immedi-
ate action must be taken in the 
form of a very intensive aeration 
programme which of course must 
be on-going. This intensive aera-
tion programme should be along 
the following lines; 

• ensure good drainage is in 

place e.g. that no surface water 
from slopes around greens is find-
ing its way onto the green o r 
greens; 

• hollow-tine once a year at 
least if the thatch problem is a 
serious one; 

• ensure material used for top 
dressing is consistent e.g. that 
sand is free draining, low in silt 
content, and of even particle size; 

• verti-cut once every two 
weeks during the growing season; 

• pencil-tine as often as need 
be during the playing season 
especially if play is heavy; 

• ensure that mower units are 
cutting clean to prevent any 
infection entering the grass plant; 

• feed only as and when neces-
sary. 

• water only when absolutely 
necessary ie, just before wilting 
point. 

• ensure the soil profile is get-
ting plenty of air throughout the 
playing season. 

• all the above recommenda-
tions must be carried out as and 
when climatic conditions dictate. 

Drainage is a vital aspect of 
good turf management, not only 
from the view point of keeping 
golf courses open through wet 
periods but also in enhancing free 
movement of water through the 
soil profile all year round. This 
will keep nutrients in circulation 
and increase the effectiveness of 
summer irrigation. Aeration 
relieves compaction and 
improves water penetration into 
and through the soil. It also 
restores the air/water/soil particle 
ratio and hence improves condi-
tions for root extension. 
Although root growth peaks 
spring and autumn, aeration 
through the rest of the year is 
equally important to encourage 
new root. 

L e v i n g t o n T u r f c l e a r ® t h e d o u b l e a c t i o n w o r m 
c o n t r o l a n d f u n g i c i d e f o r c l e a n a n d h e a l t h y t u r f . 
B a n i s h e s c a s t i n g w o r m s a n d F u s a r i u m P a t c h f r o m 
al l p l a y i n g s u r f a c e s i n o n e c o s t - s a v i n g o p e r a t i o n . 

• C o n t a i n s t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e w o r m - c a s t c o n t r o l 
a g e n t a v a i l a b l e . 

• S y s t e m i c f u n g i c i d a l a c t i o n w i t h o u t r i s k o f 
d a m a g e t o f i n e t u r f . 

• U n a f f e c t e d b y r a i n or i r r i g a t i o n . 

• O r i g i n a l f l o w a b l e f o r m u l a t i o n n o w a v a i l a b l e 
i n 8 0 0 m l a n d 5L p a c k s t o s u i t al l n e e d s . 

• T u r f c l e a r W D G p r o v i d e s c o n v e n i e n t , p r e -
m e a s u r e d , w a t e r s o l u b l e s a c h e t s o f 
w a t e r - d i s p e r s a b l e g r a n u l e s t o i n c r e a s e u s e r 
s a f e t y a n d e n s u r e a c c u r a t e d o s i n g . 

A L T O G E T H E R A N U N B E A T A B L E C O M B I N A T I O N 

D I F F E R E N C E 

If y o u w o u l d l i k e t o k n o w m o r e p l e a s e c a l l o u r 
T e c h n i c a l S e r v i c e s M a n a g e r o n 0 1 4 7 3 2 0 3 1 4 3 

or c o n t a c t y o u r l o c a l A r e a S a l e s M a n a g e r : 

S o u t h - C h r i s B r i g g s 
T e l : 0 3 7 8 6 0 3 1 0 3 ( m o b i l e ) or 0 1 2 7 3 6 7 5 9 6 6 

M i d l a n d s a n d W a l e s - R o g e r M o o r e 
T e l : 0 3 7 8 6 0 3 0 5 2 ( m o b i l e ) or 0 1 8 3 2 7 1 0 0 7 6 

N . E n g l a n d , S c o t l a n d & N . I . - R i c h a r d W a l t o n 
T e l : 0 3 7 8 6 0 3 0 9 1 ( m o b i l e ) 

Always read the label : Use pesticides safely. 
TURFCLEAR conta ins carbendazim. TURFCLEAR and T H E LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE 

are registered Trade Marks of Levington Hor t icu l ture Ltd. © Levington Hor t icu l ture Ltd 1997 



Avery fine 

SEMINA* 

It is the oldest cliche in the book 
to say that BTME was the best 
ever. It's been said every year since 
the first show was held but perhaps, 
even in some illustrious company, 
BTME '98 might come to be 
regarded as a very fine vintage 
indeed. 

Let's look at the evidence. Well, 
more people attended the show 
than ever before; the Learning 
Experience, in association with 
Ransomes produced a range of top-
ics and quality of speaker to rival 
anything which will be heard any-
where this year; the changes to pre-
vious year's the marquee to replace 
Hall D was a resounding success 
and assisted the flow of the show; 
the aforementioned Hall D was 
unrecognisable when it trans-
formed itself into a stunning star lit 
lounge to host the traditional 
Thursday night banquet allowing 
650 guest to enjoy a fine meal anc 
watch an excellent cabaret. 

Among the witnesses to speak in 

vintage 
support of the week and the work 
of the Association was Michael 
Bonallack, Secretary of the R&A 
who, during the Chairman's Lunch, 
recalled BIGGA's early days. 

"There were many sceptics who 
said the Association wouldn't last... 
look at it now. There were many 
people who said the Show was a 
mistake... look at it now and there 
people who said the magazine 
wouldn't last... but look at it now," 
said Mr Bonallack, who presented 
the Golden and Silver key plaques 
in place of Viscount Whitelaw who 
unfortunately had to miss the week 
due to ill health. 

Another to be impressed by the 
quality of the Show as Jaime Ortiz-
Patino, President of Valderrama 
Golf Club, who spoke on prepara-
tions for last year's Ryder Cup on 
the Seminar Programme. He 
expressed a desire to return to 
Harrogate to give another paper at 
some future date. 

The success of the show is due to 

Chairman Pat Murphy does the honours at the opening ceremony 

a number of factors which ever year 
combine to make the third week in 
January special for so many people. 
The excellent support from mem-
bers who travel to Harrogate in 
droves, the support from the trade 

who ensure that visitors are met by 
friendly and familiar faces when 
they venture into the halls and an 
education programme which is sec-
ond to none. 

Roll on BTME '99! 
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turfgrass wetting 
agent 

p e n e t r a t e s ïï&epet 
unique dynamic 

infiltrati on technology 
p e r m e a t e penetrates through thatch and water repellent \ 
soil layers to infiltrate the root zone optimising water 
penetration to critical depths. ( / % - i t 
p e r m e a t e can be used as a single lasting application \ 
for long lasting results or as a managed programme 
throughout the year. v\ 

p e r m e a t e is fully compatible with Alleviate tenside 
hydrophobe technology for the treatment of dry patch and ^ 
water repellent soils. 
Developed and manufactured by: 
Service Chemicals pic, 17 Lanchester Way, Royal Oak 
Industrial Estate, Daventry, Northants, NN11 5PH. 
Tel: 01327 704444; Fax: 01327 871154 
email: servicechm@aol.com 
web pages; http://members.aol.com/servchemuk 

technology 
SERVICE 

u n s u r p a s s e d 

mailto:servicechm@aol.com
http://members.aol.com/servchemuk


ADVERTISING* 
Never mind the soft sell! 
When your pitch or 
green looks absolutely 
superb - as it will with a 
TIS turf irrigation and 
maintenance system -
you may feel an 
irresistible urge to shout 
about it! Begin your 
campaign by calling TIS 
on 01477 500255 
today. 

*Advertising. 

Telling the world, 

shouting from the 

rooftops, that your 

turf irrigation and 

maintenance 

system is simply 

the best! 

* * * • * * 

* • T O R O 

Turf Irrigation Services (Sandbach) Limited. 
Brookvale, Love Lane, Betchton, Sandbach, CW11 OTS. 
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Clockwise from far left: 

Lee Hurst entertains the 650 guests at 
the Gala Banquet. 

Jaime Ortiz-Patino, President of 
Valderamma Golf Club gave an 
enlightening paper on preparations for 
last year's Ryder Cup, and then 
selected the winning number in 
BIGGA's membership draw. 

In cabaret, Neil 
Thomas and his new 
friend Linda Nolan 
captivate the audience 

Michael Bonallack 
recieves a token of 
the Association's 
appreciation for 
attending the 
Chairman's Luncheon 
and presenting Golden 
and Silver Key Awards 



*** msston FDR THE fflO'S - ROOT OUT FILL 
COLOME5 OF DR'zi PATCH - SEARCH RUO DESTROY *** 

whilst wetting agents 
treat the symptoms, a l lev iate uses 

innovative tenside hydrophobe technology 
to attack and treat the cause 

of DRY PATCH 

a l lev iate breaks down the hydrophobic 
barrier coating the surface of soil 

particles, allowing water to penetrate 
the rootzone 

DevefopQd-andknanufacture\by: 
' S e w í á é J m e m Í M s p i c , 1 7 L a n c h e s t e r W a y , R o y a l O a k 
I n d u s d ^ p s t a j i f D a v e n t r y , N o r t h a n t s , N N 1 1 5 P H . 
Te l : Q j W 7 0 # 4 4 ; F a x : 0 1 3 2 7 8 7 1 1 5 4 
e m a ^ ^ R v i c # c h m @ a o l . c o m 
w e b J ^ B s : h R o : / / m e m b e r s . a o l . c o m / s e r v c h e m u k 

S E R V I C 
I G E B M 

BIGGA's 
Buy a Brick 

Campaign to 
raise money 

for the 
Association's new 

Headquarters was 
given a superb launch 

during Harrogate week. 
A major boost had been given right 

at the start of the campaign when the 
Golden and Silver Key supporters 
decided to allocate a total of £44,000 
of Education and Development Fund 
money towards the furnishing and 
equipping of the new building's 
Training Room. This room will host 
many of the Association's workshops 
and training course and will also be 
available to Golden and Silver Key 
supporters should they wish to host a 
training event in the York area. 

Three Sections donated money to the Fund at 
the Conference Dinner. The North of Scotland 
gave £1000, the East Midland £750 and Sussex 
£500 and Iain Macleod, David Leatherland and 
Ray Day presented a cheque for the total amount 
to Chairman Pat Murphy. Two day's later Ivor 
Scoones, presented Pat with a cheque for £1000 
on behalf of the South West and South Wales 
Region. 

Another day later and another generous dona-
tion this time by Jaime Ortiz-Patino, President of 
Valderrama Golf Club. During the Education 
Conference and throughout the Show Gold, 
Silver and Bronze Brick badges were selling like 
hot cakes thanks to the Board of Management 
members. 

The campaign will end at BIGGA's annual golf 
day in June when the raffle tickets bought in con-
junction with the badges will be pulled for an 
array of magnificent prizes. 

Ivor Scoones hands over the South West 
and South Wales Region's donation 

The BIGGA Building Fund gets another boost from 
lain Macleod, Ray Day and David Leatherland 

The Golden and Silver Key supporters who agreed to donate a total of £44,000 to equip and 
furnish the training room in BIGGA's new headquarters with Michael Bonallack and Pat Murphy 

unsurpassed 
technology 

tenside hydrophobe technology 

mailto:m@aol.com


BIGGA's Executive Director, 
Neil Thomas reflects on BTME '98... 

Days 
to remember 

Sunday, January 18 
Another year has rushed by and 

I'm heading for Harrogate and the 
BTME. It's all of twelve minutes 
from home (the real reason why the 
exhibition 'is held in Harrogate!). 
As I drive in it has been raining 
through the night and morning and 
it is very mild for the time of year. 
No danger of that white stuff this 
year. 3.30pm and preparations for 
conference registration have begun. 
Ken and Sami are in control. Many 
members already booked into the 
Majestic - they clearly like it there. 
I welcome our international guests 
and an informal dinner is followed 
for many by a late night at the bar. 

Monday, January 19 
First job is to switch on the TV 

for the weather forecast. I don't 
believe it! Dr Peter Hayes gets the 
conference underway in his usual 
efficient manner. At the outset one 
is impressed by the quality of the 
speakers and particularly how well 
our members present themselves, 
beneficiaries no doubt of BIGGA's 
public speaking courses. The pre-
sentation of Master Greenkeeper 
Certificates to Andy Campbell and 
Chris Carpenter is a highlight - 16 
Master Greenkeepers now since the 
inception of the certification 
scheme in 1990. Food and accom-
modation are again excellent in the 
Majestic and I'm feeling quite 
relaxed until the Chairman point-
edly directs my attention through 
the window to the arrival of the 
white stuff. Heavy snow showers 
follow but it will all be gone before 
Tuesday, won't it? And so it 
proved... Conference dinner is very 
enjoyable with a return visit from 
David Kendal - 'the banker from 
York' as our after dinner speaker. 
Excellent delivery - our internation-
al visitors kept pace and laughed 
with the rest of us. Good to wel-
come Andrew Sunaway as our guest 
from Ransomes. I have to mention 
Peter Wilson's unavoidable absence 
on 'business in the city'. What can 
this be? Now we all know. 

Some members retire from the 
bar at 6.30am! 

Tuesday, January 20 
Conference continues apace along 

with the three fully subscribed 
workshops. Comments would indi-
cate that the Conference is the best 
yet. Noted that many members are 
now wearing BIGGAs 'brick' badge 
- the Headquarters building project 
is already very much to the fore. 
The exhibition is looking good and 
Amanda is in charge. Snort Board 
of Management meeting to elect 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman and 
then off to beer and burritos (no -1 
didn't know what they were 
either!) gathering for the 
exhibitors. The fifth Hayter Dinner 
in the George Hotel follows 
superbly organised as usual by Kim 
Macfie and Barbara Garton. I real-
ly enjoy this dinner as I have noth-
ing to say or do! Meanwhile the 
Past Chairmans' dinner takes place 
in the Majestic - a lively affair by all 
accounts -1 can't decide whether to 
book a referee or comedian for this 
event next year! 

Wednesday, January 21 
This is it. Hall A is buzzing long 

before 9.00am when the Chairman 
cuts the ribbon. Queues are form-
ing (half way up the hill to the 
Majestic at one stage) and a great 
atmosphere. The marquee in use 
for the first time meets with warm 
approval. Off to the Majestic for 
the Chairman's Luncheon. We are 
sorry that our President, Viscount 
Whitelaw, has been unwell and 
cannot join us but delighted to wel-
come the Secretary of the R&A, 
Michael Bonallack to make the 
Golden and Silver Key Company 
presentations. He speaks of the 
R&A's longstanding relationship 
with BIGGA and his pleasure at 
BIGGA's progress. Prepare for 
AGM. This goes smoothly with a 
sense that everything is in good 
order when Cecil George rises with 
his inevitable and inimitable ques-
tions. Most staff are then off to the 
Ritefeed Race Night but I find 
myself in a FEGGA Board meeting 
which ends just before midnight -
what a way to enjoy yourself! 
Enough for one day! 

Thursday, January 22 
Early start. 7.30am meeting of 

BTME Steering Committee. Well 
supported and everyone seems well 
pleased with the Show even if 
brains are not fully functioning at 
this time of the morning. I'm able 
to savour the atmosphere in the 
halls for a couple of hours before 
the FEGGA AGM. This is well 
attended and the progress of 
FEGGA in twelve months is there 
for all to see. In mid afternoon I 
check on preparations for the ban-
quet which this year is being held 
in the International Centre. The 
nightclub setting is quite stunning. 
One can sense the growing antici-
pation for the big social event of 
BTME. At 6.30pm I attend the 
Chairman's pre-banquet reception 
for our VIP guests and make an 
early departure to check the ban-
quet arrangements. All is under 
control and soon the 650 guests 
begin to gather in the reception 
area. I meet with Lee Hurst to 
check details for his appearance -
he is very friendly and easy going. 
Any worries about the catering are 
soon put to rest - it is excellent. The 
Chairman says a few words and 
then at 10.00pm I introduce Lee 
Hurst and the cabaret is underway. 
Very funny and well received. 

After Lee we look forward to 
Linda Nolan - a return visit after 
the 1995 Show by popular 
demand. And we are not disap-
pointed. She is highly professional. 
Now I have often wondered what it 
is like to be picked on at an event 
of this magnitude. Now I know. I 
had been set up. Suddenly Linda is 
at my side and I am whisked away 
to the stage. It's now or never. One 
choice is to die a death in front of 
all and sundry, the other is to get 
on with it. I wisely choose the latter 
and surrounded oy her curvaceous 
charms I ham my way through the 
'ding-a-ling' song. This can, I assure 
you, prove quite daunting given the 
natural level of eye contact with 
Linda sitting on your lap. I return 
weak-kneed to my chair. I am over-
whelmed with congratulations from 

members - this simply hasn't hap-
pened in ten years so I determine 
to enjoy it. A great night and cer-
tainly one I'll never forget! 

Friday, January 23 
Tired but happy seems to sum up 

the mood of all present in the halls. 
Those who arrived on Sunday 
evening are still with it - jiast. 
Stamina is a prime requirement for 
the week. It's been a great Show 
and a good start to the year for 
members and exhibitors alike. The 
Show closes at 1.30pm and the 
evacuation of personnel and equip-
ment goes smoothly. One Board 
member tells me that he wishes it 
could carry on - I think I know 
what he meant. Thanks to every-
one who contributed to and sup-
ported the event and particularly to 
the exhibitors without whom there 
would be no BTME. 

^ » w o . ^ ^ A n d f i n a , | y - - i 

Once again an 
abiding memory 
is of the audience 
at the banquet 
linking arms and 

singing with Linda Nolan "we'll 
meet again don't know where don't 
know when". But we do, don't we? 
It will be in Harrogate from 18th-
22nd Januai^ 1999. Be seeing you. 

I use 

because 

It's the right feed 
for my course 

Chris Yeaman, Swanston G C 



products Hot 
non polluting mower - it's the 
mower for the 21st Century," said 
Terry Herlihy, Jacobsen Product 
Manager. " T h e Greens King 
Electric is a product that's good for 
the operator, good for the golf-
course and good for the environ-
ment." 

Aware of the increasing regula-
tions on noise and air pollution in 
Europe and around the world, the 
Greens King Electric is powered by 
a 48-volt battery system. Unlike an 
internal combustion engine, the 
unit's electric battery system releas-
es no harmful emissions. 

In addit ion the absence of 
hydraulic components makes it 
impossible to have any hydraulic 
fluid leakage's, which can burn turf 
grass and harm soil. 

Without a combustion engine, 
the Greens King Electric is virtually 
silent, perfect for any course with 
residential properties on it. 
Greenkeepers can be assured no 

neighbours will be dis-
turbed by early morn-
ing mowing. 

Created for golf 
course use world-wide, 
the new Greens One of 
a number of conve-
nience features on the 
Greens King electric is 
the continuous infor-
mation panel, which 
indicates battery charge 
levels and mower func-
tions. 

The new Jacobsen LF-
135 Turbo boasts the 
exceptional quality of 
cut and all the features 
that have made the LF-

128 the world's most popular fair-
way mower - plus extra power for 
the toughest wet or hilly condi-
tions. 

The Jacobsen LF135 Turbo fea-
tures a 35-horsepower, fuel effi-
cient, turbo-charged Kubota diesel 
engine. 

Rolawn's ryegrass free, Olympic 
Turf will be available from late 
Spring '98 onwards. 

The volume of customer requests 
for the turf encouraged Rolawn to 
bring it back into production after 
an absence of five years. 

Olympic turf, suitable for areas 
where a ryegrass mix is not desir-
able but a top class appearance and 
hard wearing turf is needed for tees. 

The new Olympic mixture has 
been sown from Chewings Fescue 
(Bargreen), Slender Creeping Red 
Fescue (Barcrown), Smooth 
Stalked Meadow grass 
(Limousine) , Brown top Bent 
(Herriott). 

"We are delighted to be able to 
give our customers the choice once 
again, between having the ryegrass 
free Olympic turf or our hard wear-
ing Medallion turf for areas requir-
ing a general purpose hard wearing 
turf," said Terry Ryan, Rolawn's 
Sales & Marketing Director. 

J acobsen Textron's newest prod-
uct offering, the Greens King 
Electric greens mower, ( above) is 
the company's response to environ-
mental concerns and customer 
demand. 

"Jacobsen is one of only two com-
panies offering a totally electric, 

grooming, recutting and dispersing 
grass clippings more evenly, partic-
ularly in wet conditions, without 
leaving unsightly clumps of grass 
on the fairway. 

In operation, the grass clippings 
are effectively thrown back into the 
cylinder at least three times, giving 
an extremely fine cut, before being 
dispersed across the surface of the 
turf. A gear driven brush keeps the 
rear roller clean, and helps produce 
a more consistent height of cut. 

"This is an ideal attachment for 
greenkeepers who need to cut a lot 
of grass early in the morning when 
there's dew on the ground and con-
ditions are generally damp," says 
Graham Williams, Commercial & 
Consumer Equipment Division 
Manager. 

"The gear-driven brush is more 
suited than a conventional belt 
drive to the faster speeds used on 
fairways." 

Toro gave its 'new generation 
triplex mower' a public world debut 
at B T M E with U K greenkeepers 
the first to see a prototype with its 
wraps off. 

Chief among the golf mower's 
innovative features is that its three 
cutting units can be moved 
hydraulically to the left and right to 
increase overhang up to 22in, 

A new generation 
of versatile J ohn 
Deere compact trac-
tors was launched at 
B T M E '98, with the 
introduction of the 
2 0 h p 4 1 0 0 Gear 
model. 

This is a direct 
replacement for the 
less powerful 18.5hp 
model 670, and fea-
tures a new Yanmar 'clean & silent' 
three-cylinder diesel engine with 
lower exhaust and emission levels, 
very narrow overall width for true 
compact performance, and a high 
standard specification. 

This includes shift-on-the-move 
engagement of mechanical front 
wheel drive and an eight forward, 
four reverse speed transmission 
plus diff lock and hydrostatic 
power steering. 

Further big tractor features 
include long life oil cooled disc 
brakes plus shiftable mid and rear 
mounted ptos, which can be oper-
ated either separately or together to 
allow versatile, multi-implement 
operation. There is also a new 4 1 0 
front mounted loader with joystick 
control for materials handling and 
heavy lifting jobs. 

An industry first, John Deere's 
new fairway conditioner was fea-
tured on the company's stand at 
B T M E '98. 

Recently launched as an optional 
at tachment for the established 
John Deere 3215A and 3235A fair-
way mowers, it incorporates a con-
tra-rotating grass tender 
conditioner, which is gear-driven 
rather than using the more conven-
tional belt drive. 

This enables the attachment to 
provide a better, cleaner finish by 

Greenkeeper International February 1998 



which offers great benefits when 
cutting around bunkers, as well as 
obstacles such as trees or under 
overhanging branches. 

"By increasing the length of over-
hang, operators can keep the 
wheels further away from the 
bunker to prevent edges collaps-
ing," said Toro Commercial Product 
Worldwide Marketing Manager 
Barry Beckett. 

The new mower features Toro's 
patented three-wheel-drive system 
and, coupled with the machine's 
low centre of gravity, this gives it a 
remarkable hill-climbing capability. 
A 24hp diesel engine provides 
ample power to tackle the most 
testing terrain. 

The new Greensmaster 3050 is 
Toro's lightest ride-on greensmow-
er, to further ease greenkeepers' 
concerns about greens compaction 
and related problems. Weighing 
165 pounds less than its predeces-
sor, the Greensmaster 3000, and 80 
pounds less than the 3100, the new 
mower also has an economy model 
price which makes it a more afford-
able option for budget-conscious 
golf courses. 

The Greensmaster 3050 adopts 
many of the same, proven features 
of the Greensmaster 3100, the 
most successful ride on greensmow-
er sold by Toro, such as the identi-
cal hydraulic system and 16hp 
Vanguard petrol engine. 

Ransomes ' new AR 250 articu-
lating rotary mower boasts five 
fully-floating cutter decks, all of 
which glide smoothly over uneven 
surfaces, providing a cut of unruf-
fled consistency and with precious 
little missed, whatever the terrain. 

Though designed specifically for 
high output mowing of rough and 
semi rough grass on golf courses, 
along with sports grounds and gen-
eral amenity turf areas, the AR 250 
is certainly no cumbersome heavy-
weight. It zips along in transport 
mode at up to 23km/nr (14mph), is 
shod with wide, turf friendly tyres 
and is powered by an economical 
but powerful 28 .3kW (38hp) 
water-cooled diesel engine. Each 
deck features Ransomes' twin blade 
'Envirodeck' cutting technology, 
which mulches the grass it cuts 
before blasting it downward into 

the sward. 
As part of 

Ransomes' continu-
ous development 
programme, a new 
and comprehensive 
selection of cabs for 
its range of tractors 
is receiving final fin-
ishing touches 
before being shown 
for the first time at 
BTME. 

Covering 
Ransomes' entire 
tractor range—from 
the 16hp garden 
tractor through to 
the all-conquering 
CT445-the cabs will 
offer convenience 
and comfort of an 

exceptionally high standard. 
Cabs for the CT325 to the 

CT445 incorporate roof-mounted 
heating and ventilation systems; 
complete with filtered air and com-
prehensive sound insulation. 
Laminated safety glass provides 
clear, uncluttered vision and, of 
course, the cabs are all ROPS certi-
fied. 

Ransomes Cushman utility range 
boasts a complete stable of thor-
oughbreds, each vehicle performing 
and delivering exactly what is 
expected of it. The new, improved 
Cushman Hawk is an ideal choice 
for transporting people and loads. 

Tonick Watering has increased 
the warranty on all its Decoders to 
5 years; this includes damage 
by lightning. The range includes 
guaranteed compatible replace-
ments for Watermation, Toro, CIC, 
Wrightrain, Primetime, Robydome 
and ISS Aquafiow. 

New for 1998 is a versatile con-
troller family. 

First in the range is the unique, 
Tonick Translator enabling existing 
controllers to switch most types 
of decoder (for example, a 
Watermation TW2 controller can 
switch Toro decoders). 

Sovereign Turf can provide turf 
in 'Jumbo rolls, T 6" wide by up to 
90' in length (20m2). With a good 
root structure to provide speedy 
establishment, Jumbo Rolls are 
often preferred, as turf can be laid 
quickly and economically with 
fewer joins and gaps to fill. 

For tees, tee extensions, around 
bunkers, reconstruction or pay and 
play courses, larger rolls can consid-
erably reducing laying time. In 
addition whether a minimum order 
(850m2) is placed or a larger quan-
tity of turf is required, Sovereign 
offers the benefit of a free Jumbo 
laying trolley. 

T h e s e t h r e e m i x t u r e s have b e e n specifically d e s i g n e d f o r t h e golf cou r se - f r o m tee, 

to fairway to g r e e n . 

MM10 is a mix of fescues a n d ben t s , with t h e s l e n d e r c r e e p i n g r e d f e scue 'Mocass in ' , 

giving a d e n s e , close kni t , res i l ient tu r f f o r close m o w i n g o n g r e e n s a n d tees. 

MM12 ' s a d a p t a b l e b l e n d of species - also i n c l u d i n g 'Mocass in ' - gives g o o d c o l o u r a n d 

t e x t u r e o n tees a n d fairways, w i t h s t a n d i n g wear a n d giving exce l l en t divot recovery. 

A n d MM11, a t r ad i t iona l 80-20 g r e e n s m i x t u r e , f i ne in a p p e a r a n c e a n d playing quality, 

o f f e r s a very stable sward with al l -year-round p e r f o r m a n c e . 

For f r e e t echn ica l advice o n h o w you can take t h e l ead with M M mix tu res , o r f o r you r 

n e a r e s t d is t r ibutor , call t h e Mommers teeg Main Line o n 01480 459500. 

Mommersteeg ̂ S S ^ ^ S Number one seed. 
MOMMERSTEEG INTERNATIONAL, THE ANDERSON CENTRE, SPITFIRE CLOSE, ERMINE BUSINESS PARK, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE18 6XY. 
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John Hughes looks at the business of overseeding 
and passes on some useful and practical advice.. . 

Sowing the | seeds 
Greenkeepers often receive 

unwarranted criticism, particularly 
over the conditions of greens, yet 
the public's insatiable demand for 
regular golfing has led to heavy 
usage for courses - often in condi-
tions where grass has little or no 
chance of recovery. 

Older courses still have a propor-
tion of greens designed primarily 
for summer play only, with their 
construction allowing for the reten-
tion of moisture for periods of dry 
weather usage rather than in wetter 
winter conditions. Those courses 
constructed over recent years tend 
to have very high proportions of 
sand within the rootzone. Some 
greens are even constructed of pure 
sand, while others are simply poor-
ly constructed. Greens therefore 
suffer from a host of problems from 
their original construction - let 
alone from heavy wear. These range 
from waterlogging and black layer, 
to rapid pH changes, nutrient 
imbalance and dry patch. 

All this can be compounded by 
lack of irrigation, irrigation failure, 
lack of equipment and an inade-
quate provision for annual mainte-
nance. Climatic variations in recent 
years have placed further strains on 
greens maintenance. Low rain lev-
els and mild winters have led to 
drought damage and stress often 
followed by disease problems. 

With playing surfaces suffering 
because of conditions often beyond 
the green staff's control, it is hard-
ly surprising that greenkeepers 
must wage a constant battle against 
heavy odds. 

Golfers frequently comment on 
how wonderful championship 
courses look on television. One sus-

pects that they would not be quite 
so keen on paying the fees required 
to maintain the quality of playing 
surface at such top line courses, or 
that they would give up their week-
end round of golf because of 
tougher restrictions on playing in 
poor weather or more frequent 
course closure for maintenance, 
experienced at prestige venues. 
Quality greens come at a price -
more money and more time invest-
ed in maintenance. 

While some greens personnel may 
feel pressured into radical mea-
sures, even digging up the green to 
resolve problems with playing sur-
faces, there are various means by 
which golf course staff, even on less 
favoured locations, can gain the 
best from their greens. Chief among 
them is the underrated, yet highly 
practical option of reviewing the 
management of the greens and 
adopting autumn overseeding. 

Evaluation 
Due to the enormous variation in 

greens, their location, construction 
and usage, it is vital to carefully 
evaluate the prerequisites for, and 
the intended results of overseeding 

While the structure of the green, 
its populations of grass species and 
the conditions and proportions of 
these species are of prime impor-
tance, factors such as rootzone 
structure, drainage irrigation, 
staffing levels and budget require-
ments are also relevant. 

Comparatively simple - if time-
consuming - measures such as 
reviewing mowing techniques, or 
regular soil testing could reveal 
problems at an early stage. They 
allow remedial measures to be 

taken ahead and even avoid the 
need for overseeding. 

The final choice naturally rests 
with the greenkeeper, with his/her 
intimate knowledge of the course 
being invaluable, but it is always 
useful to discuss all the options and 
keep abreast of the latest develop-
ments from outside sources. 

An agronomist or seed specialist 
can discuss the current manage-
ment techniques and future strate-
gies with the greenkeeper who can 
then communicate these to the 
club management and the wider 
membership. This can make mem-
bers aware of the immediate bene-
fits possible from improved 
management. Moreover, club com-
mittees appreciate the considerable 
savings which preventative mea-
sures over a period of years can 
make compared with costly remedi-
al and structural work on affected 
areas. 

Dif ferent greens -
d i f ferent problems 

The overseeding of greens, partic-
ularly in early autumn is now an 
accepted annual operation. Various 
methods over the years have been 
employed to try to restrict the 
ingress of Poa annua and the logical 
follow-on is to re-introduce the 
most desirable grass species for the 
location and soil type. 

Many greens, particularly on 
inland courses, are predominantly 
Poa annua. These are managed skil-
fully and effectively by greenkeep-
ers to the extent that greens with 
smaller areas or discrete areas of 
Poa often present a less uniform 
surface, despite having a good pro-
portion of desirable grasses. The 

risk is that when weather condi-
tions favour disease or drought con-
ditions prevail, Poa annua suffers 
badly and the main part of the sur-
face is rendered unplayable. 

Greens constructed with high 
proportions of sand within the 
rootzone or free draining greens 
have their own problems. Dry 
patch, high water requirements and 
rapid loss of nutrient are common. 
Highly specialised greens of purely 
creeping bent surfaces require a dif-
ferent management to 'traditional' 
greens. 

Creeping bent requires small, reg-
ular doses of nitrate-based fertiliser 
during growth. Overall fertiliser 
inputs are higher, as is the general 
moisture requirement. As a result, 
such greens require efficient irriga-
tion systems to ensure correct infu-
sion of fertiliser while coping with a 
freely draining rootzone. In con-
trast, links courses have generally 
higher populations of fescues, 
where their natural tolerance to 
drought and higher pH has 
favoured their establishment long 
term. 

Management of creeping bent 
surfaces is also specialised. As a rel-
atively aggressive species, it 
requires regular, close mowing dur-
ing its growth phase to deliver a 
tight, dense sward. Grooming and 
verticutting is required to prevent 
thatch build-up. 

Correct autumn maintenance is 
vital: if the sward is overfed, it will 
be highly susceptible to fungi, 
which can spread rapidly with a 
monoculture. The balance between 
stressing a relatively 'hungry' grass 

The dense swards of Agrostis 
canina make it ideal for older, 
soil-based greens 



Fine-leaved, dense-growing bents such as Agrostis stolonifera can be used for overseeding sand-based greens 

and overfeeding can be quite fine. 
Generally, where courses have 

creeping bent greens, the mainte-
nance budgets tend to be higher 
than for 'traditionally sown' cours-
es. Moreover, play levels are con-
trolled at such sites - a situation 
which would benefit many other 
course types. 

Even within courses, greens and 
their requirements may vary. 
Where greens are built on 
reclaimed or infill areas, or where 
different soil types are encoun-
tered, the populations of grass 
species can vary from one green to 
another within a single course. 
Heavy shade or lack or air move-
ment can also hamper healthy 
growth on a playing surface. 

Overseeding - the choices 
As mentioned, full evaluation of 

the sward's components and its 
location is vital before a decision is 
taken. The actual objective, timing, 
grass species and method involved 
in an overseeding programme must 
all be considered. 

Objective 
In some cases, overseeding in iso-

lation will not bring much benefit. 
Many greens suffer from structural 
problems, drainage failures, anaero-
bic or toxic conditions already 
described. Such problems must be 
resolved through consultation with 
agronomists and seed specialists, 
and revised management tech-
niques tested before overseeding is 
attempted. 

Timing 
Many courses are involved in 

competitions and in heavy use well 
into autumn months. This often 
means overseeding is attempted 
too late and little success is experi-

enced and the staff pushed toward 
more drastic measures such as 
reconstructing the green. Green-
keeping staff and club officials 
must establish a space in the play-
ing schedule for overseeding - and 
preparatory work - to go ahead. 
Again, the practical possibilities 
should be discussed with the rele-
vant advisor. 

The choice of grasses 
If overseeding can be carried out 

at the optimum time, which grasses 
are going to be of long term bene-
fit? The majority of greens, espe-
cially on inland courses, will 
certainly improve with the reintro-
duction of bentgrass. Greenkeepers 
are increasingly overseeding with 
pure bent or using higher propor-
tions of bentgrass with fescue. 

While golf course managers feel 
that bentgrass is costly, this species 
compares well, however, with a 
'traditional' fescue/bent mixture, 
because bent is applied at such low 
sowing rates, a significant increase 
in the proportion of bent will create 
a massive increase in bent seed 
numbers. In any case, the more 
competitive bent will in time dom-
inate the sward. 

Fescues, both chewings and slen-
der, provide a more rapid initial 
establishment than bent and are 
essential for the repair of 'take all' 
damage. In many greens however, 
fescues are of little long term bene-
fit and in an overseeding operation 
can be a very costly 'carrier' . 

As many greens are predominant-
ly Poa annua and bent, it is logical 
to use bentgrass in the overseeding 
operation. There are several species 
of bent available: 

Agrostis castellana, Agrostis 
tenuis, Agrostis stolonifera (var 
palustris) and Agrostis canlna. 

In general, Agrostis castellana is 
losing favour for greens because it 
is not as fine leaved, wear tolerant 
or disease resistant as the other 
bents. 

Agrostis tenuis is used increasing-
ly for the overseeding applications. 
Agrostis stolonifera is used to over-
seed greens where the species was 
used originally. Agrostis stolonifera 
has also been used in some older 
greens due to its quicker establish-
ment and competitive growth char-
acteristics. While thatch was an 
issue with early varieties, modern 
Agrostis stolonifera produces less 
thatch and is finer leaved than the 
older varieties. 

Agrostis canina is used as a direct 
alternative to Agrostis tenuis. It has 
a much finer leaf and tremendous 
shoot density, providing exception-
al wear tolerance. 

Particular advantages of Agrostis 
canina are the dense swards pro-
duced despite low nitrate inputs 
and low moisture levels. These ben-
efits make it an ideal choice for 
overseeding older, soil-based greens. 

Overseeding techniques 
As previously mentioned, an eval-

uation of the existing components 
of a sward should be carried out 
prior to overseeding to allow the 
most suitable technique to be 
adopted. 

Surface scarification, seeding and 
top dressing can be effective, but 
tend to leave seedlings vulnerable 
to foot traffic, mowers and drying 
out. An alternative is overseeding 
using direct drilling, the seed deliv-
ered into narrow slits into the soil 
surface, with the slits then closed-in 
over the sown seed. This creates 
minimum surface disruption and 
has been used to great effect in 
many courses, particularly with 

creeping bent. The effectiveness of 
overseeding is strongly enhanced 
with hollow coring. This method 
has the advantage of providing an 
ideal rooting medium for the seed 
and allowing a reasonable degree of 
growth from just below the green's 
surface. 

In all these operations, key condi-
tions must be in place to promote 
establishment. 

The rootzone must be at a suit-
able temperature and moisture 
available. Mowing heights must be 
raised to allow development. If 
there are serious problems (eg. 
black layer) within a green, over-
seeding cannot be implemented 
until those problems are rectified. 
In most cases, it is preferable to 
close the green completely before 
overseeding. 

Whatever the course type or loca-
tion, don't be afraid to take inde-
pendent advice on managing 
greens. While the majority of over-
seedings will involve fescue/bent 
combinations, - most greens will 
benefit from the use of competitive 
bents over the longer term. Agrostis 
tenuis gives sound results, but 
Agrostis canina with its density and 
hard-wearing qualities in dryer con-
ditions, can improve the playing 
surface, particular on older courses. 

For sand-based greens, where 
overseeding with fescue/bent over-
seeding has not prospered, fine-
leaved, dense-growing bents such as 
Agrostis stolonifera could provide 
the answer. Whatever route is 
taken, we must remember that the 
best grass in the world will not per-
form unless the green is managed 
to suit its own characteristics and 
the local ground conditions. 

John Hughes is Senior Technical 
Advisor for British Seed Houses. 



Hugh Tilley delves into the complexities of drainage 

In the past drainage on the golf 
course tended to rely heavily on 
agricultural practice, but the 
drainage needs of agricultural land 
is different from that required for a 
golf course and this is now recog-
nised. Basically the golf course 
needs much faster response with 
rain required to be removed from 
the playing surface almost as fast as 
it falls, leaving minimal surface 
water, even after (or during) heavy 
rainfall - and this is particularly 
true for greens. 

As any greenkeeper knows the 
demand is now for courses that are 
playable virtually all year round -
and waterlogging is not acceptable. 
However, for the greenkeeper per-
haps it is more important to know, 
and act on, the fact that water-
logged soil is detrimental to grass 
growth - and although most grasses 
are remarkably tolerant, you can be 
sure that waterlogging will discour-
age preferred species to the benefit 
of weeds and weed species. 

While new courses are mostly 
designed with comprehensive built-
in drainage there are many older 
courses and some 'farmer built' 
courses which have inadequate 
drainage, furthermore there are 
some new courses where drainage 
has been inadequate or has failed, 
often because of settling of land-
scaped features. In the view of 
Nigel Wyatt, of M J Abbott, one of 
the leaders in sports turf drainage, 
it is vital that the main skeletal 
drainage system should be in place 
early on in construction or upgrad-
ing. In other words that main 
streams, culverts and drains be put 
in before features, greens, bunkers 
and other details are installed. This 
can allow for a secondary phase of 
drainage once greens and features 
have settled and there has been a 
chance to see how the water runs. 
Putting in a skeletal system ensures 
that later work is undertaken to 
fixed reference points. 

Retrospective installation and 
remedial work tends to be both dis-
ruptive to golf and considerably 
more expensive, however, Nigel 

maintains that with proper plan-
ning and the right machinery dis-
ruption can be minimised, and 
justified by subsequent benefits. 

Many modern courses have 
USGA specification greens with 
intensive underground pipe drains 
under geo-textile, a stone carpet 
and a sand base ensuring that 
water drains through very quickly. 
Fairways may be less intensively 
drained or even not drained at all 
but landscaped to give natural run-
off while bunkers are likely to get 
individual treatment with specific 
drainage under the sand to a con-
venient ditch or main drain. Nigel 
commented that care is necessary 
to ensure that the bottoms of 
bunkers are higher than the point 
to which they must drain. Typically, 
main drains are put in at 900mm 
plus deep while the laterals which 
feed into them are likely to be from 
600 mm deep with stone back-fill 
above them to within perhaps 
I50mm of ground level. At this 
depth the drain itself is unlikely to 
be damaged by mech-anical aera-
tion however such aeration is 
expected to encroach and cross the 
gravel layer to provide water chan-
nels to the drain from the sur-
rounding area. Good aeration 
should fracture the soil so that 
water can drain laterally. 

Only so much water can be 
removed from any area unless there 
is an effective system for getting it 
to a stream or storage and perhaps 
this is where the expertise of the 
specialist is most important. 

The least expensive means of 
moving water may be via an open 
ditch or stream, however, these do 
need subsequent maintenance, fur-
thermore there are limitations to 
their routing - water won't run up 
hill! So in some cases deep pipes 
may have to be laid. An alternative 
is to flow into a series of lakes, nev-
ertheless spillway provisions will be 
necessary to take any surplus water 
away. 

Following several dry summers 
there is growing demand for irriga-
tion and the trend, with pressure 

from the environmental agency 
(and others), is for golf cluos to 
store surplus rainfall for summer 
use. Such lakes are likely to make 
ideal course features nor are 
streams unacceptable to players, 
but considerable fore thought may 
be needed over siting. Empty lakes 
- after the water has been irrigated 
- cause comment and are not 
attractive, so it may be better to 
site the reservoir - of surplus water 
- safely off course, and securely 
fenced. If you drain into an existing 
water course this will not give you 
a right to extract from it later, 
although it may be possible to get 
permission to build a dam. Again 
the specialists know the answers. 
Tax implications can be extremely 
complex and inevitably require 
involvement of the club's own tax 
adviser. Certainly drainage, irriga-
tion arid water storage are major 
capital expenses which need prior 
consideration for their tax - and 
VAT implications. Getting advice 
to write in this feature quickly led 
to the conclusion that it needed 
thousands more words and still 
would not be comprehensive for all 
the tax positions of all clubs. In any 
case few greenkeepers wish to 
understand the complexities of tax 

- that can be left to secretaries. 
Some areas of the country are 

(perhaps) blessed by having natu-
rally draining soil and subsoil - and 
a sufficiently low water table to 
take the water away, however, 
there are many areas, such as 
London, Oxford and other clays 
which drain reluctantly, for these 
more active measures are needed. 
There are also areas where the 
underlying rock prevents water per-
colating away and others where the 
soil is easily panned so that it 
becomes impervious - and even 
those with a chalk or limestone 
base can find themselves in this 
position. 

Although some clubs do under-
take some drainage work them-
selves, more particularly cleaning 
out streams and water channels, 
the majority depend on specialist 

contractors of whom there are sev-
eral who specialise in sports ground 
and golf course work. The two 
most notable names have many 
years of experience having graduat-
ed from agricultural to turf 
drainage and- developed specialist 
divisions. 

There is a belief held by many 
that drainage once installed can be 
forgotten - this is a myth, drains do 
have a finite life. This life may be 
extended by regular maintenance, 
so it makes sense to inspect and 
review the workings of the whole 
system on a regular basis and to 
undertake remedial work at the 
first sign of deterioration. 

Modern under drainage utilises 
mostly corrugated plastic pipe with 
slots through which the water per-
colates, the diameter of these pipes 
depending upon the water flow 
anticipated. Obviously it is vital to 
ensure that water can get easily and 
quickly to these pipes, which is why 
they are usually laid under a stone 
bed and sand, or if trenched into 
tees or fairways with the trench 
back filled with stone or gravel and 
sand. Nor should the use of geo-
textile be forgotten in the design as 
this is another way in which the 
drainage pipe can be protected 
against blocking or silting - silting is 
caused by finer sediment settling 
and building up where there is 
insufficient now to discharge them 
downstream. 

Other techniques which can be 

Wet, wet 



used mainly to augment piped 
drainage are 'slitting' and 'sand 
banding'. Such methods are ideal 
to remove water from specific 
spots, furthermore they can be 
used to intercept water, such as 
from a spring, and channel it to a 
drain. 

While slitting and sand banding 
are within the capability of green-
keeper most still prefer to employ 
a contractor. This saves capital 
expenditure and should take 
away any measure of uncertainty 
from the task. In simple terms it 
is just a matter of cutting a slot or 
trench and filling it with stone 
and/or sand. Unless there are sig-
nificant variations in level the 
grade or fall for this is seldom 
vital - and the operation can be 
carried out by eye, in any case 
runs are usually short. 

Under drains are generally clos-
er spaced on a golf course in com-
parison to agriculture and often 
augmented by sand band-ing or 
slit trenches running across and 
over the drainage pipes. 

Of course, aeration carried out 
regularly on a golf course con-
tributes to drainage and soil 
water mobility, but to be effective 
for drainage, aeration needs to 
be carried out while the soil 
is relatively dry. Nevertheless aer-
ation holes can be used in some 
cases to remove water from the 
surface - and particularly to get it 
through a compacted layer. 

Another option to gravel bands or 
sand slits is to use an artificial 
medium such as the Hydray fin 
drain which comprises of a plastic 
core covered by geo-textile. This 
more expensive option may have 
better water conductivity, howev-
er, it is prone to mechanical dam-
age so care is essential when 
aerating. 

With agricultural under drain-
age mole ploughing is a vital and 
intrinsic part of most schemes 
and needs to be carried out regu-
larly. With a golf course this is 
seldom acceptable and so mole 
drainage is not often used. 
Nevertheless it can be effective 
but it only works in clay soil -
where the soil will hold a channel 
open. It is may be ideal for spe-
cific quick drainage of a wet 
patch. It also requires that the 
mole is drawn when the soil is in 
a suitable 'plastic' state - in con-
trast to aeration where the soil 
needs to be more friable. 

In the view of Nigel, drainage is 
largely common sense, with most 
drainage runs being reasonably 
obvious without the need for 
sophisticated level sighting equip-
ment or technical knowledge, 
however there are traps into 
which the inexperienced can fall. 

Experience will also provide a 
quick guide to what will work, 
and what are the options avail-
able for the prevailing circum-
stances. 
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Ransomes 
deal goes 
through 

The Scott's company 
purchases Levingtons Textron's proposed purchase of 

Ransomes pic, which was reported 
in December's magazine, was final-
ly concluded on Monday, January 
26. 

In the lead up to the deadline day 
there was growing speculation that 
the required percentage of 
Ransomes' preferential share hold-
ers in favour of the deal would not 
be reached and that the deal would 
flounder but in the end sufficient 
numbers gave the thumbs up and 
the £137.1 million purchase was 
secured. 

Textron currently owns Jacobsen 
and E-Z-GO as well as Cessna air-
craft and Bell Helicopters. 

The Scotts Company has 
acquired Levington Horticulture 
and will integrate the company 
with its existing UK operations of 
Miracle Garden Care Ltd, which it 
purchased in '96, and Scotts 
Professional UK. 

The new business will be part of 
Scotts International, headed by 
Robert Stohler, which operates in 
Europe, Asia, Australia and Latin 
America. 

Levington Horticulture 's Prof-
essional operations will be com-

If every golfer in the country were 
to sit down and draw up a short list 
of potential venues for the final of 
a national golf event it is a sure bet 
that the venue eventually chosen to 
host the first National final of the 
Ritefeed Classic would have figured 
high on most people's top fives. 

The Gleneagles Hotel has a repu-
tation for excellence both on and 
off the golf course and it is thfough 
being a slave to perfection which 
has seen it become regarded as one 
of the top resorts of its type - not 
just in Great Britain and Europe, 
but worldwide. 

bined with Scotts UK 
Hort icul ture and Scotts UK 
Turf/Amenity to form a new 
Professional Group and the exist-
ing sales and marketing agreement 
between Levington and Shamrock 
will be maintained. 

"The Scotts Company is enthu-
siastic about the strategic oppor-
tunities presented by combining 
Levington with Scotts Europe 
Professional and Miracle Prof-
essional Care," said Robert 
Stohler. 

It is for a chance to represent your 
Region at this golfing Mecca that 
you will no doubt soon be playing 
in Section Qualifiers and further 
incentive to put in a bit of serious 
practice shouldn't be needed. 

As was the case with the previ-
ous Hayter Challenges three qual-
ifiers from each of the three 
handicap sections 0-9, 10-18 and 
19-28 will win a place in the 
Regional Finals which are also 
being played at superb venues 
with the same three groups of 
three making up the team for the 
final. 

"Levington's strength in peat-
based growing media for the pro-
fessional grower markets and its 
well known Greenmas te r turf 
b rand c o m p l e m e n t Miracle's 
p roduc t range in controlled 
release fer t i l isers and chemi-
cals." 

As Scotts Professional UK and 
Levington Hort icul ture are part 
way through a t rading season 
they will c o n t i n u e to trade 
under existing company names 
and t rading condit ions. 

June 11 

Scottish Region - Royal Dornoch GC 

June 29 

Northern Region - Mere Golf & CC 

June 24 

Midland Region - Stoke Poges GC 

June 29 

South East Region - Wildernesse GC 

June 4 
South West and South Wales Region • 
St Mellion Golf and Country Club 
Oct 7 
Ritefeed Classic National Final -
The Gleneagles Hotel 
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Extractor and Rammer 
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TEL: 01494 79 46 46 
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S receive a set of 
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'Enforcer' liquid moss killer 
is a special chelated 
formulation of dichlorophen 
to enhance its performance. 
This enables the product to 
stay in solution, particularly 
in hard water areas, so 
ensuring a high level of 
efficacy. 

'Enforcer' controls moss on 
golf greens, bowling greens 
and other amenity turf areas 
without blackening the turf. 

It can be used at any time of 
the year, providing conditions 
are moist, and will kill moss 
and fungi on hard areas like 
pavements and car parks 
without damaging the surface. 

And remember, empty 
'Enforcer' containers can be 
collected and disposed of free 
of charge on the UK mainland 
using the Miracle Professional 
Collection Scheme on 0345 
125398. 

Miracle 
Professional 

FOR AMENITY TURF AND HARD SURFACES S a l i s b u r Y House, Weyside Park, 
Catteshall Lane, Godalming, 

Surrey GU71XE. Tel: (01483) 410210 AD 
Part of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. REF 

54 

'Enforcer' contains dichlorophen. 'Enforcer' is a trade mark of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 

If 'Enforcer' can't help solve your 
moss problem, then nothing can 



The hard work's 1 nani worK s i • worth it 
The work that Ian McMillan and 

Hankley Common undertook in 
support of their entry in the Toro 
Excellence in Greenkeeping Award 
became all the more worthwhile 
the moment Ian sat astride part of 
the prize, a Toro Reelmaster 2300-
D, at a presentation just before 
BTME. 

Winning the Toro Excellence 
Award completed a marvellous 
double for Ian and Hankley 
Common, one which will be 
extremely difficult for any club to 
repeat, as a week before winning 
the Toro the club also won the 
BIGGA Golf Environment 
Competition in association with 
Amazone and Rhone Poulenc. 

As you read this Ian will be 
enjoying the other element of 
the Toro prize - a trip to the 
GCSAA Conference and Show in 
Anaheim, USA. 

Picture shows J. K. A. O'Brien, Hankley Common Secretary; Michael Hunter, Club Centenary Captain; 
McMillan and Peter Mansfield, of Toro Distributor, Lely UK. 

Ian 

thatch Reduction G u a r a n t e e d ! 
Use Svmbto Thatch Eater as part of your thatch reduction and cultural programme. 
i C u t X a reduction in thatch we will supply M R * biotech solufom 

free of charge for up to a year, until the thalch layer starts to d«saPPear. 

to FIND OUT HOW BIOTECHNOLOGY CAN WORK FOR YOU 
call 01372 <456 101 

SYP1BI0 U Bookhaw Industrial Park, fookhaw, Surrey. TO M 
Fax: 0Wl 456 099 Email: Rneturf.Sywbio@btintemet.coiH 



That's why Hardi offer a complete 

range of amenity sprayers to suit all 

situations with tank sizes from 

100-1500 litres. 

When it's the end result that counts you 

can always rely on us... no matter what 

the pressures. 

We've got it covered 
For more details or the name of your nearest 
Hardi distributor call 

0 1 4 5 5 2 3 3 8 1 1 » " 

^Selecting the best spray chemicals for 

your turf is one thing, applying them 

with the required accuracy is another. 

That's why at Hardi we don't measure 

the performances of our spraying 

equipment solely in terms of tank 

capacity, nozzle output and bar pressure. 

We measure it in your terms. 

Uniform coverage, speed of 

application and effective results. 

choice, climate, terrain 

and turf condition, are unique. 

For example, we 

know that your indi-

vidual requirements, 

in terms of chemical 

AM-TR-2 600/800 Trailer Sprayer 
High capacity spraying with large 
volume tanks and wide booms. 
Complete with 
PTO drive. 

AM PS Eagle 
High specification 
sprayer. Tank sizes 
300/600/800 litres. 
Fitting kits available 
for all turf utility 
vehicles. 



F E R T I L I Z E R S & T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E P R O D U C T S 

multigreen 
The Green Power range for professional turf management: 

quality controlled release N-P-K fertilizers, 

chlorine-free mini-prilled potassium nitrate, 

water soluble N-P-K fertilizers, 

humus-based active soil conditioner. 

F O R S T R O N G E R , H E A L T H I E R A N D F A S T E R T U R F 
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The Secret of Stronger Turf 

G E T T H E P O W E R 

Multigreen controlled release fertilizer for stronger and healthier turf. 

• Continuous, balanced supply of nitrogen and potassium for up to 4 months. 

• Polymer coated fertilizer (Multicote) for steady release and reduced leaching. 

• Potassium derived from potassium nitrate (Multi-K ), the preferred source for fast 

uptake plus prevention and elimination of "black layer". 

Green Power products are manufactured by Haifa Chemicals Ltd., the world's 

leading producer of potassium nitrate and other specialty fertilizers. 



Kubota's new weapon 
in fight against crime 

Insurance cost savings of around 
10% have been made possible by 
the "fitting" of the Kubota Alpha-
Dot security system as s tandard 
to every new Kubota t ractor prior 
to its delivery to the customer by 
the dealer. 

The Alpha-Dot system compris-
es a large number of t iny discs 
encoded with the unique serial 
number of the new Kubota t ractor 
to which the discs are applied. 
Although too small to be read by 
the human eye, the serial number 
can be clearly seen using an illu-
minated magnifier. 

Dispatched direct to dealers fol-
lowing notification to Kubota of a 
new tractor sale, the cus tom-made 
discs are suspended in special 
adhesive within a sealed contain-
er. Using the brush supplied, the 
dealer applies the minute discs to 
various dry, clean parts of the 
tractor and attaches the high visi-
bility warning labels. Af ter 30 
minutes, the adhesive has set and 
the tractor is comprehens ive ly 

marked with a pe rmanen t identifi-
ca t ion sys tem which provides 
unique proof of ownership and a 
highly effective deterrent against 
thef t . 

Kubota recommends tha t 75% 
of the Alpha-Dot markings are 
made to random and secret parts 
of the tractor, including all major 
c o m p o n e n t s , and t h a t dealers 
keep a note of the location of the 
markings to assist wi th identifica-
t ion if and when required. 

Developed by Alpha-Scientif ic 
Ltd, the Alpha-Dot security sys-
tem is proving highly successful in 
protect ing a wide range of o ther 
industrial and commercial plant , 
vehicles and equ ipment against 
t h e f t . T h e secret and r a n d o m 
method of vehicle identif icat ion 
has led to a number of insurance 
companies offering au tomat ic dis-
counts to customers using the sys-
t em. Fur the r detai ls o n , t he 
Alpha-Dot security system can be 
obtained from appoin ted Kubota 
dealers nation-wide. 

Yet another Scottish 
Goalkeeping nightmare 

Don't be late, make a date, for 
the event of '98. W i t h good inten-
tions I pre-booked, and duly, 
arrived early, Sunday evening to 
be precise. A message on the 
phone, requested me to play goal-
keeper for the Soots against the 
Exiles, in the annua l Football 
Challenge Match. 

There was 1, playing well, in the 
running for 'Man of the Ma tch ' 
when, with ten minutes to go, 
something snapped and I kept 
falling over. I hear the Exiles won 
6- 5, but I would say the Scots 
should have had a penal ty in the 
last few minutes, tha t ' s the way I 
saw the incident from my 'worms 
eye' view. 

As a consequence I missed out in 
much good social in te rcourse , 
good food and a great exhibit ion -
the best ever I hear. I also missed 
out on a great "Race Night" which 
raised much for the Building Fund 
and a fantastic banque t where Lee 
Hurst was a star turn. As for my 

football career, you th ink it 's all 
over, it is now. 

May I, through the magazine, 
t h a n k the nurses of Harrogate 
District Hospital , Ward 2A for the 
way they looked after me, during 
my short "break" with them. I 
must also t h a n k Jim Paton, West 
Kilbride, for assisting me change 
from the horizontal to the vertical 
posit ions in many places, ranging 
from a football pi tch to an Italian 
restaurant . Thanks to Sue of the 
Acorn Lodge Hotel for the 'cour-
vousier ' painkiller - it works, and 
to Ronnie Bunting, Kilmacolm, 
for organising and carrying out 
my safe re turn home. 

Thanks Richard (Lawrence) for 
the reading mater ia l , John 
(Walker) for the grapes a n d 
Alastair for the sympathy. Many, 
many thanks to all the well wish-
ers who have been on the phone , 
and I look forward to joining 
t h e m all next year at Harrogate. 
R o b e r t T. B r u c e 

All Rite on the night 
tgP8* Np^ / v 

The Ritefeed Race Night which made its debut on the 
Wednesday night of the show in the Majestic Hotel was a superb 

success and raised £650 for the BIGGA Building Fund. The 
money was raised by auctioning horses before each of the races. 

The racing theme was continued on the RiteFeed stand where 
Managing Director, John Walker, (third from left), had borrowed 

a sleek racing car to attract more buisiness to his stand. 

Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX 
Tel: +(44) 0118 951 0033 
Fax:+(44) 0118 951 0044 
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for your club 
to find out how call us now! 

http://www.AmenityTechnology.com


Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions 

North 
First new member to be welcomed in 

1998 is Ross Farmer, apprentice at 
Stonehaven GC. We hope he is the 
first of many to the Section. The first 
new appointment of 1998 that has 
come to my attention is Brian 
Anderson, who this month takes over 
at Murcar GC, in Aberdeen. Brian, 
originally from Scotiand, has been 
working down in Wales for a number 
of years so we welcome him and wish 
him well in his new position. 

Stewart McBain has the task of run-
ning the 200 Club in 1998. Souters of 
Stirling are this year's sponsors and we 
thank them for their assistance. The 
cards should be out soon so please 
help Stewart by returning your pay-
ment as soon as possible so that we 
can sell all the tickets by the Spring 
Outing in time for the first draws. 
Remember, this is the first year that 
we will receive no subs refund from 
Headquarters as this money now 
helps to pay for the Regional 
Administrator so we must start to be 
self sufficient and the 200 Club will be 
our major earner in that respect. If we 
want to keep the costs of outings etc 
down we must make the maximum 
possible from the 200 Club and 
besides you could win up to £100 in 
the process. 

I have not had any ideas from any-
one about the possible Section 
Conference we plan to hold at the end 
of the year. We need to start securing 
speakers soon if we are going ahead 

with the project and this is your 
chance to tell us what you want to lis-
ten to or about. I await your ideas!! 

Finally, anyone interested in the 
Section Four Ball Better Ball knockout 
competition that has not already 
entered please do so now as Steve 
Sullivan needs to decide if the num-
bers entered are good enough to run 
the tournament starting in the Spring. 
As mentioned before early rounds will 
be regional to cut down on travelling. 
Steve's number is 01738 643778. 

Iain Macleod 

West 
Well done everybody who attended 

the AGM at Claremont Bowling Club 
on Thursday December 11. In all 40 
people attended which is an excellent 
turnout, mainly the same regular faces 
with one or two new ones but thank 
you all for helping make the evening a 
success. The main area of controversy 
was wages, no different from any other 
industry you might say We missed the 
usual points of order raised by Cecil, 
making the meeting run a tad shorter 
than usual. Elected onto the commit-
tee was Robert Hogarth, from 
Cathcart Castie. The committee con-
sists of:- Chairman - J Stuart Taylor, 
Glasgow GC; Vice Chairman - Brian 
Hillan, Drumpellier GC; Secretary -
Sandy Bulloch, Fereneze GC; Past 
Chairman - John Scott, Kirkhill GC; 
Committee - Scott Ballantyne, 
Cowglen GC, Drew McKechnie, 
Douglas Park GC, Ronnie Bunting, 
Kilmalcolm GC, (Education), Greg 
Burns, Lenzie GC, Robert Hogarth, 
Cathcart Castle GC, Derek Duthie, 
Aitkens and Kenny Hunter, Huxleys. 
May I express my thanks to John 
Scott for his chairmanship, he did an 

excellent job under difficult circum-
stances. I look forward to having an 
interesting year and as new Chairman 
one of my first duties is to thank those 
concerned with the running and 
organising of the game's night. 

First of all thanks to Claremont 
Bowling Club for allowing us the use 
of their excellent socialising facilities 
and to our barman on the evening, 
Graham. Thanks to John Scott once 
again for organising the Club venue, 
pies at half time and for clearing glass-
es, selling raffle tickets and just being 
that cheerful personality Gary Burns 
has to be given thanks for running the 
games of which the eventual winner 
was Drew McKechnie, there's a sur-
prise! The raffle was won by myself, 
Simon Murray and Gary Burns. Once 
again our gratitude to all concerned 
for their assistance. 

The next event was the 11-a-side 
game of football, north of the river 
against the south. What an exhibition 
of how to play football. The south 
slaughtered us 10 goals to 2. In all 
some 19 people turned out so what 
happened to the others? Well done 
the south, maybe next time. 

A few things to note - The 
Conveners match at East Kilbride for 
March and a football game against 
either the East or Centred Section will 
be organised. Those who took part at 
Scotstown will be considered. The 
Scottish Education Conference will be 
held the first week in March. 

Stuart Taylor 

Central 
There's not a great deal to report at 

this time what with the new year hol-
idays and the BTME at Harrogate 
everyone appeared to be easing them-

selves towards the golfing season 
which lies ahead. With a bit of luck 
the Spring will be as kind to us as the 
Winter appears to have been up to 
now as up to the time of writing 
(January 3) we have yet to have any 
snow. 

We extend a warm welcome to new 
members Stuart Raeburn, Tulliallan, 
Scott MacGregor, The Dukes Course, 
Thomas Meenagh, Coatbridge, 
Thomas Adamson, Dullatur, and 
Michael Goode, Carol Borthwick and 
Francis Gallagher all from Elmwood 
College. Hopefully we can keep up 
this fine start to '98 with new mem-
bers so if you know of any greenkeep-
ers who are not in the Association 
encourage them to join or invite them 
along to some of our events as your 
guest. 

Entry forms for the Spring 
Tournament/Ritefeed Qualifier at 
Ladybank in April should be with you 
by now or arriving soon. If you want 
to be sure of competing in this event 
please return your forms well before 
the closing date. Also, the Autumn 
Tournament will be held by courtesy 
of Crieff GC in early October, the 
exact date has yet to be confirmed. 
You may think that notice of some of 
our events are being sent out rather 
early. The reason for this is that you 
will be informed of as many events as 
possible with the one mail shot in an 
effort to reduce Section running costs. 

Well, that's it for this month, not a 
lot I know but hopefully there will be 
more next time! 

John Crawford 

East 
Before we get started I would like to 

wish all our members, patrons and 
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friends a very happy and prosperous 
new year and hope everyone has a 
good 1998. Now down to business -
since I last wrote in the column we 
were the guests of Scottish Grass 
Machinery at their new premises in 
Inverkeithing. There was 30 people in 
attendance that day from a wide vari-
ety of clubs and everybody enjoyed 
themselves. The day went like this, 
we were picked up by bus (courtesy of 
SGM) at various points on route and 
were taken to Gleneagles where we 
had coffee and biscuits. We then had 
a very interesting talk from Jimmy 
Kidd, Gleneagles Golf Developments, 
about the work his company are on 
with at the moment and also have 
planned for the future. He also talked 
about Gleneagles' tie with SGM and 
Ransomes for complete range of 
machinery. We then had a tour round 
all maintenance sheds to see their 
range of equipment. I must say I have 
never seen so many Cushman trucks 
in my life. We then boarded the bus 
and headed to Inverkeithing to have a 
great buffet lunch at SGMs new 
premises and then a guided tour 
round their offices, stores, workshops 
and warehouses. We then had a very 
informative talk by David Mclnroy, 
the Managing Director and also a 
very interesting question and answer 
session. I would like to thank David 
Mclnroy, Roy Auld, Bill Smith, 
Duncan McNab, Steven Mclnroy, 
Gordon Rodger and anyone else I 
have missed! for a great day out and 
wish them all the best for the future at 
their new premises. As they say, the 
future looks good. 

In December we had our annual 
dinner dance at the Kilspindie House 
Hotel, Aberlady, where 75 members 
and guests enjoyed a great night out 
and also early morning as all but a few 
stayed in the hotel that night which 
we totally booked up and also anoth-
er hotel a minutes away in the village. 
In future we would like to see more 
greenkeepers at the dance as it is your 
night out. We had one or two call-offs 
at the last minute so that is why the 
numbers were down. 

I would like to thank everyone that 
brought along a raffle prize and also 
the social committee for organising 
everything so well this year. The meal 
was excellent and so was the drink so 
I have been told! Next year let us see 
some new faces along as it is a great 
weekend out. There were one or two 
moans and groans on the night but 

these will be ironed out by next year. 
We had a presentation on the night 
by Andrew Forrest to his parents who 
were celebrating their ruby wedding 
anniversary. Our Secretary, Steve 
Dixon said a few words on Andrew's 
behalf then they were presented with 
a basket of flowers and a bottle of 
champagne. We would like to wish 
them both all the best for the next 40 
years. 

PS - the East Section Patrons Award 
winners were Gordon Trotter, 
Glencorse, and Robert Thomson, 
Peebles. They were presented with 
certificates and books along with a 
trip with the Scottish party to 
Harrogate 98. Well done lads from 
the Section, you will enjoy your time 
in Harrogate. On your return I hope 
you will write an article about win-
ning your award and your trip to 
Harrogate. 

The Section committee are putting 
the final details to the fixture list for 
the coming season. We have an excit-
ing range of events coming up this 
year so let's see all our members get-
ting behind the Section and support-
ing all events this year and make 
1998 an even better year for the 
Section than last year. This year if 
anyone has anything of interest they 
can give me a call on 0131 445 7165 
(work) or 01620 842037 (home) or 
drop me a line at 74 Muirfield Drive, 
Gullane, East Lothian EH31 2HJ. 

Also anyone from other Sections 
can also give me a call or drop me a 
line about anything that would be of 
interest to the members of BIGGA 
and the readers of Greenkeeper 
International so come on, let's hear 
from you. 

So, that's it this month, more infor-
mation next time and also a report on 
BTME 98 along with some pho-
tographs of people enjoying the high-
lights of Harrogate. 

Chris Yeaman 

North Wales 
A few things to mention this month. 

Firsdy, Brian Anderson is leaving us to 
go back to his native land where he is 
taking the position of Course 

Manager at Murcar GC, Aberdeen. 
Brian will be known to most of you as 
a past Chairman of our Section and 
since he moved to Abergele in May 
1990 has been one of the prime 
"movers and shakers" in keeping our 
Section active and alive. I am sure that 
all who know him will wish him all the 
very best for the future, we have defi-
nitely lost one of our "characters" but 
I am sure we'll meet up at various 
BIGGA events. Once again, thanks 
Brian. 

Some good news on the education 
front. Phil Davies, formerly of 
Mommersteeg, has been appointed 
Senior Training Officer within SDA 
Training Ltd, a subsidiary of the 
Welsh College of Horticulture. Phil's 
primary role will be for greenkeeper 
training and support of NVQ trainees 
but he will also be liaising directly with 
members as to the needs for specialist 
short courses. His experience as a 
Head Greenkeeper will provide the 
perfect link between golf club and 
training provider. Anyone requiring 
training assistance or advice can con-
tact Phil at SDA on 01352 841055. 

Still at the college the educational 
seminar on February 18 will include 
bill Hawthorn on Irrigation, Jon 
Allbutt on Health and Safety, Neil 
Baldwin on micro organisms, John Ver 
Hoven, from Mommersteeg, on breed-
ing for the future and a representative 
from the R&A talking about research 
and development so remember to 
make that date available. 

One last thing, I am writing this just 
after Christmas and the New Year and 
what a lovely Christmas. Four days 
without electricity - there's nowt like 
Spam for Christmas dinner and then I 
go back to work to see what looks like 
a nuclear holocaust! We used to have 
a lot of ash trees but after three days of 
chain sawing and still more to go now 
I can see why Brian has moved to a 
links course! 

Dave Goodridge 

North West 
New Years day and the weather is 

fairly calm after the recent gales. I 
hope none of you have suffered too 
much with storm damage in the 
Liverpool area as we appear to have 
got off fairly lightly as far as structural 
damage but there are plenty of mature 
trees down. Up until now we have had 
very little frost and the fusarium is still 
rampant, as is the moss. Speaking to 
some of the local greenkeepers they 

have given up spraying the fuzz, part-
ly because of the losing battle but also 
because of the cost. It probably costs 
in the region of £800 each time to 
spray an 18-hole course and the bud-
get must have taken a fair hammering 
this year. Anyway, we will soon have 
'Augusta" on the telly and then all the 
"armchair greenkeepers" will be giving 
you advice on how to improve your 
course. 

Hopefully by now you will have 
received your fixture list for the year (I 
say this while holding my breath), but 
if you have not please contact me. The 
date for the Mere Seminar is 
Thursday March 19 and we have 
planned a roadshow by PSD 
Agronomy Ltd covering management 
and maintenance of golf courses and 
sports grounds. We hope this will 
attract members of the Association of 
Groundsmen so that a closer working 
relationship can be realised between 
everybody working in the fine turf 
industry. 

I have been informed that Alan 
Worthington, who works at Prestbury 
GC, had a very nasty accident before 
Christmas when he was knocked of 
his motorcycle and received severe 
injuries to his legs. He underwent 
surgery to his legs which included 
bone and skin grafting and he will be 
attending hospital for many months 
to come for further treatment and is 
not expected to return to work for 
about four months. We all wish him a 
good recovery. 

That seems to be about it for now 
but any enquiries please ring me on 
0151 724 5412. 

Bert Cross 

Cleveland 
Our annual quiz against the North 

East zone of the Institute of 
Groundsmanship was held at Mount 
Oswald GC, Durham and was spon-
sored by Turf Care of Leadgate. 
Directors, Terry Charlton and Barry 
Clennell, deserve our sincere thanks 
for organising and arranging this pleas-
ant evening as do Pam Armstrong and 
Alister Forster. The meal was first 
class. The Shield, named after Dave 
Pearson (ex Durham IOG) was won 
by the groundsmen and it was a plea-
sure to see original members of 
Durham present. 

Congratulations go to Craig Hardy 
and his wife who have just had a baby 
girl. Craig works at Ramside GC, 
Durham City 

ITS EFFECT IS SHATTERING 
> 
Charterhouse cTc^y 

Deep aeration on an intensively used golf course is vital if the grasses 
which we require are to survive. 

We purchased our first Verti-Drain back in 1983 and very 
quickly bought a second. Both these machines have 
been working on a continuous basis providing 
excellent results and utilising only a 
minimum of spare parts. 
Comment From Walter Woods 
St. Andrews Links Golf Course supervisor 

»URSES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD x ^ CP 
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SCARED 
OF HEAVY ROLLERS? 

Then you need 
L I G H T W E I G H T V I B R f c T O R V R O L L E R S 

T R U E S U R F A C E rollers weigh no more than your standrad 
mowing units. Their unique vibratory action energises the 

surface particles and transforms the green back to its 
original shape without using a heavyweight roller! 

The faster way to roll that follows contours! 
ORDER YOURS NOW! 

14 DAY MONEY BACK TRIAL FLEXIBLE PAYMENTS 
£400 DISCOUNT OR 0% FINANCE phone for details 

TRUE-SURFACE 
...makes true greens!7 

Direct from the Exclusive European Distributor 

GREENSWARD DIRECT 
Manor Farm, Otley Road, Adel, Leeds LS16 7AL 
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AD 

REF 
3': 

Call free for a brochure 
0 8 0 0 5 0 0 2 4 5 

BRUSHCUTTERS 

AD 
REF 
544 

• H E POWER 
Kawasaki P R O D U C T S 

Brushcutters, new from Kawasaki. Building on the established 
success of our world-class engines, now comes the only range of 
brushcutters manufactured solely by us. And all engineered to 
deliver the work rate and reliability true professionals demand. 

TOP DRESSING 

on your greens 
For more information please contact: 
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CONTROL 

Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street, Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX 
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On the construction and mainte-
nance side, the drainage of wet areas is 
in full swing following a mild Autumn. 
The grass is still so green, is this a dan-
ger sign? Wearside GC have recon-
structed 21 bunkers at their 
Sunderland course. Head 
Greenkeeper, Barry Walker, is also to 
install a bore hole for future irrigation 
use. Brancepeth Castle GC have 
extended the 1st and 14th tees and 
also made a new path round to the 
15th tee and have planted over 1000 
tree whips and standards. 

Blackwell GC, Darlington have 2 
adjoining tees and at one side a retain-
ing stone wall and steps was built to 
support it which looks beautiful. They 
have also recently built a new green 
beyond a natural looking pond which 
now blends in very well. 

Local drainage contractor, Cliff 
Addison from Yarm-on-Tees did all the 
mechanical work on the reconstruc-
tion work on two greens at Dinsdale 
GC. Drainage on the porous base root 
zone was all carried out before the 
greenstaff relaid the original turf. 

Bruce Burnell 

North East 
On December 11 we had our first 

Christmas competition at South 
Moor GC followed by a dinner and 
then the AGM. The results were:- 1. 
George Wright, Crook, n£tt 64; 2. 
David Cuthbertson, Slaley Hall, 67; 3. 
Darren McGee, Crook, 67; 4. Alan 
Harrison, Garesfield, 67; 5. Tony 
McLure 69. Our thanks to the com-
mittee for the courtesy of their course 
and also to Tommy Fenwick, the Head 
Greenkeeper and his staff, for getting 
the course playable considering how 
much rain had fallen in the past cou-
ple of days. Tony Chambers, the 
President of the Section presented all 
of the 1997 trophies to the winners. 

Brendan Brown, of Carbural, kindly 
sponsored the summer knock-out 
competition and he presented the 
winners with their trophies and prizes. 
Hopefully we shall have more couples 
entering this new competition. 

The AGM was attended by only 23 
people and quite frankly it was a pret-
ty miserable turnout by the members 
considering we have over 100 mem-
bers in the Section and it's still grow-
ing. Let's hope we have more next 
year. Three extra members were 
required to join the committee and 
those who volunteered their services 
were Alan Harrison, Ian Hutton and 
Russ Black. The committee would like 
to thank Terry Charlton, of Turf Care, 
and Tony Chambers, of Shorts, for the 
drinks given to all members who were 
there. 

One final thank you to the stewards 
of South Moor GC for the barrel of 
beer donated to all the golfers - it was 
much appreciated. 

Jimmy Richardson 

Northern 
In the December magazine insert, 

the date for the annual dinner dance 
had been incorrectly printed. The 
actual date for the 1998 dinner dance 
is the 14th March and not the 4th 
March as quoted. Please make sure 
you get your names and money in as 
some as possible as places are running 
out rapidly. 

Our 1997 Winter golf tournament 

was held at Scarcroft GC. The weath-
er was not brilliant but at least the rain 
held off apart from a few spots now 
and then. 

May I thank Messrs Rigby Taylor for 
sponsoring the excellent prize table 
and to Mike Brear and Norman 
Schofield for joining us on the day on 
their behalf. Thanks Mike for present-
ing the prizes and taking the time to 
help me choose to them. 

Thank you also to Telford Jarvis and 
the lads for preparing the course so 
well in a period when the elements are 
not at their most pleasant. 

The results for the day were as fol-
lows: 1. S. Hardwick, 2. D. Collins, 3. 
A. Court, 4. A. Baxter, 5. G. Potter, 6. 
T. Arana, 7. S. Marston, 8. D. Lindley, 
9. Robin Smith, 10. F. Hurd. 
Nearest Pin: Richard Smith 

Following the golf we had an excel-
lent Christmas dinner which every-
body seemed to enjoy. Thank you to 
the caterers and the bar staff. 

Our 1997 AGM followed the tour-
nament, where 29 members attended 
the short meeting. 

The elected committee for 1998 
were: President, Mel Guy; Chairman, 
John Waite; Vice-Chairman, Dave 
Thackray Secretary/Treasurer Simon 
Heppenstall. 

Members: Telford Jarvis, Richard 
Gamble, Dennis Cockburn, Phil 
Mitchell, lan Thompson and Gary 
Potter 

Pat Murphy congratulated the 1997 
committee for producing such an 
excellent year end balance and hoped 
this would continue. 

The Chairman, John Waite, thanked 
Alan Gamble for his 25 years service 
to greenkeeping and to the Northern 
Section Committee, after standing 
down from the committee. 

Congratulations to Mick Hannan 
on his recent engagement. You cer-
tainly kept that one quiet, Mick. 

On behalf of the Northern Section 
may I thank Pat Murphy for his year 
in office as our National Chairman. I 
think he may well be glad to settle 
back down at work and enjoy the 
'odd' night in his own bed! 

The President's Day Tournament for 
1998 has been confirmed. The venue 
is to be West Bradford Golf Club on 
June 3. The tee has been booked from 
1.30pm to 3pm. 

Congratulations to Richard "Jaffa" 
Gamble- on eventually getting his wife 
pregnant again. I think all the offers 
from the lads to do the job for you 
Richard must have made you get your 
act together! 

If anyone has any news from around 
the Section please contact me at 1 
Cocldey Meadows, Kirkheaton, 
Huddersfield, HD5 01A, Tel: 01484 
317813 or 0411 601420 

Simon Heppenstall 

East of England 
Another year over which ended with 

a Texas Scramble at Kirton Holme fol-
lowed by the AGM. All who played 
thoroughly enjoyed a new course 
cared for by David Welberry. The 
scramble was sponsored by Burdens 
Groundcare and thanks go to David 
Holmes, the main sponsor for bring-
ing some machinery along for every-
body to look at and demonstrate. 

First in the team prize was Nigel 
Marshall, George Venables and 

Graeme Macdonald who pipped 
Kevin Hodges, Peter Larter and David 
Holmes. Nearest the Pin was spon-
sored by Barenbrug Seeds, thanks to 
Ben Petitjean. Thanks to all the spon-
sors on the day as everybody who 
played received a prize. 

The AGM followed on from a 
superb meal which had a poor turn 
out of members. The Chairman, 
David Walden, welcomed all and 
apologies were read and the previous 
minutes were passed. The Secretaries 
report covered the 1997/98 pro-
gramme of events and the Secretary 
took the opportunity to thank all 
clubs for allowing us the courtesy of 
their courses and thanked all sponsors 
for the years excellent prizes. The 
Treasurer then explained the healthy 
financial report. 

The election of officers onto the 
committee has tow new changes. 
George Venables and David Welberry 
were unanimously elected and all 
other posts were duly elected. Thanks 
go to Ian Morton and Phil Belton who 
have now stood down from the com-
mittee. Any other business covered a 
range of discussions that left the 
Secretary with plenty of ideas for 
1998. The Section also agreed to pur-
chase a computer with the help of 
regional funds. The fixture list of 
events will be posted to you as soon as 
possible. 

Finally I close by wishing you suc-
cessful greenkeeping and good golfing 
for the forthcoming year. 

Graeme Macdonald 

East Midlands 
This year's Christmas Tournament 

hosted by Kilworth Springs GC 
attracted 28 members. Played in arctic 
conditions the competition had to be 
reduced to 9 holes as the course was 
becoming unplayable with all the 
snow! The winning scores were as fol-
lows:- Category 1 - 1. S. Goode, 
Scraptoft, 16 pts; 2. R. Barker, Kirby 
Muxloe, 16 pts; 3. A. Porter, 
Greetham Valley, 13 pts. Category 2 -
1. D. James, Scraptoft, 15 pts; 2. A. 
Bindley, Kirby Muxloe, 12 pts; 3. G. 
Robson, Lingdale, 11 pts. Trade and 
Associate Winner - G. Thurman, 
Charnwood Forest, 17 pts. 

Our thanks go to Kilworth Springs 
GC for allowing us courtesy of their 
fine course and to the Steward and 
Stewardess for providing us with an 
excellent Christmas meal. Also I 
would like to thank Tony Buigoine 
and his staff for setting up a most chal-
lenging course. Finally our apprecia-
tion must be extended to our generous 
sponsors for the day, Rigby Taylor. 

The day finished with a presentation 
of £750 to the Executive Director of 
B1GGA which will go towards the 
building fund at Headquarters. 

This year's Better Ball Pairs 
Tournament will be held at Kedleston 
Park on Monday March 9. After the 
days golf an evening lecture will be 
presented. A free buffet is provided for 
anybody attending this day. If you 
have not received your entry form 

please contact me and I will gladly for-
ward you a copy. 

Antony Bindley 

Mid Anglia 
Our last golf event of the year took 

place in December at Chesfield 
Downs GC. The usual Texas Scramble 
format was used which attracted an 
entry of 23 teams of four comprising 
greenkeepers, professionals, trade 
members and guests. The course was 
playing very long on the day but some 
good team scores were posted, the 
results of which are as follows:- 1. C. 
Derham, D. Mason, R. Andrews, P 
Bunn; 2. A. Grew, J. Clarke, E. 
Thompson, G. Bruce; 3. R. Howson, 
L. Ranee, M. Dunleavy, C. Parnell. 
Nearest the Pin - Gary Snell, Welwyn 
Garden City GC; Longest Drive -
Roland Perry, Harpenden GC. 

Our thanks go to Chesfield Downs 
for the courtesy of the course and for 
looking after us so well on the day. The 
course was in excellent shape so 
thanks to Chris Brook and Eddie 
O'Hanlon for their efforts in making 
the day so enjoyable. Also thanks go 
to our main sponsors of the day, 
Avoncrop Amenity Products repre-
sented by Colin White and to all the 
other trade representatives who sup-
ported the Section event. 

Midland 
This report is probably the hardest 

to put together as we have not got 
much news to report on and the start 
of the new year always brings changes 
to the Section regarding the commit-
tee and future events. All of these 
events and the news on the AGM will 
be reported on in the following 
months. 

As a committee we would hope to 
continue to give our members new 
venues for trips and competitions but 
we would also ask you to support your 
section and make these events worth 
the effort of organising. 

We have had many new members 
join us last year and expect this trend 
to continue. With that I would like to 
introduce the first new members of 
1998 - Alan Dickson, Derek Smith, 
Steven Tipper, Alan Shore, Timothy 
Earley, Shaun Pritchard and Richard 
Adlington. 

Jonathan Wood 

B B & O 
Once again the main playing season 

is approaching fast, hopefully every-
body has managed to complete their 
winter programme and are preparing 

It satisfies the needs of 
both myself and the course 

Fraser Ross, Renfrew GC 
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Period 

Spring & Summer 9 7 7 13.0% - 355-710 M a r - A u g 

Cleanrun 2 9 7 7 13.0% Dicamba + dich-
l o r p r o p + MCPA 500 A p r - A u g 

Autumn Feed 4 12 12 7.0% - 355-710 Aug - Nov 
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Bags full of benefits 
The 'Longlife' range of high quality fertilizers 
from Miracle Professional provides many 
benefits for today's turf manager, and with 
application rates as low as 35 g per sq. m are 

very cost-effective. 
All 'Longlife' 
fertilizers are mini-
granules, which 
break down within 
days of application 
allowing rapid uptake 
of nutrients but 

FINE TURF 
RANGE 

SPORTSFIELD 
RANGE 

reducing the risk of scorch and mower pick-up. 
They contain additional trace elements 
beneficial to turf, along with sulphur which 
can help in the maintenance of soil pH. 
The 'Longlife' Fine Turf Range includes a zero 

phosphate fertilizer 
and certain 
formulations contain 
the nitrification 
inhibitor 'Didin'. This 
provides nitrogen 
over a longer period 
of time (an average of 

10 weeks) and helps to reduce the growth 
flush immediately after application. 
Fairways, tees, outfields and other recreational 
areas are supported by two 'Longlife' ranges. 
All the Sportsfield products contain Didin' for 
a slower release of nitrogen, and reduction in 

nitrogen leaching. 
For areas where the 
slow release benefits 
are not required 
there is the Standard 
Range which 
includes the weed-
and-feed 'Longlife' 

CLEANRUN 2. Preseeder gives the ideal 
balance for establishing seed and new turf, 
whilst 'Longlife' RENOVATOR 2 feeds, weeds 
and kills moss all in one application. 'Invigorator' 
is an all year round feed and general turf 

conditioner, 
particularly ideal for 
fine turf. 

'Longlife' - bags 
full of benefits, 
bags full of 
experience. 

STANDARD 
RANGE 

SPECIALITIES 
RANGE 

M I R A L E PROFESSIONAL 
Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane, Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. Tel: (0870) 6039146. 
Part of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 

MIRACLE 
MIRACLE MIR/ÍCLE 

FOR SFED/LNHTOKT' ESPUBJSHHL NT 

'Longlife' CLEANRUN 2 and 'Longlife' RENOVATOR 2 contain dicamba, dichlorprop and MCPA. Products marked thus 'Longlife' are registered trade marks of 
Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 'Didin' is a registered trade mark of SKW Trostberg AG. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 



their individual courses for the flood 
of golfers keen to blow the cobwebs of 
the clubs. 

Looking back to last season the 
weather was kind to all of us with just 
enough rain to prevent the course 
turning into deserts. I hope this com-
ing season is just as kind (is that too 
much to ask for?). At present we are 
putting together the fixture list for golf 
dates and venues and these will be 
posted as soon as possible. 

On the education front remember 
that two local colleges are still running 
evening lectures:- Berkshire College -
Golf Course Design on February 4 
and Irrigation on'March 4; Warren 
Farm - Irrigation and Conservation on 
February 25 and USGA Specification 
on March 25. 

I know from experience it is difficult 
to go to all of the lectures but if you 
could try and make a couple of the 
above that would be great. A lot of the 
work that helps to make the Section 
run smoothly is carried out by the 
Committee and they tend to remain 
anonymous, well not any more below 
is a list of this years committee:-
Chairman - R. Clark; Treasurer - R. 
Lucas; Golf Admin - A. Cooper & B. 
Wall; Handicaps - C. Vernon; 
Administration - T. French and R. 
Kates. 

Finally I would like to make a plea to 
all members for some information to 
fill these articles. Anything that you 
would like to share with us maybe a 
humourous or embarrassing story 
please let me know. 

Lindsay Anderson 

Essex 
Well, the first month of the year and 

Harrogate has passed and a report will 
appear in the March column. 

Our first event of 1998 will have 
been held at Writtle College on 
February 3 with guest speaker, 
Frank Newberry giving us a taste of 
his expertise on supervisory manage-
ment. Following on from the above, 
Frank will be our course tutor for our 
one day course to be held at 
Stockbrook Manor GC on March 10. 
The cost, including lunch etc will be 
£12. Places are limited to 12 on a first 
come first served basis. For further 
information please contact Martin 
Forrester on 01245 603131. 

Our next evening lecture at Writtle 
College will be held on Tuesday 
March 17 at 7.30 pm in the main 
building, room L60 with Dr Alan 
Gange, of the Royal Holloway 
University of London, as our guest 

I use 

because 

Easy to apply, and I've 
never been disappointed 

with the results 
Duncan Peddie, Alloa GC 

speaker explaining micro-organisms 
and recent research. 

We would like to thank Neil Peachy, 
Tuckwells and John Deere for produc-
ing the Essex Section fixture card for 
1998 and for their sponsorship which 
helps to continue the success of the 
Section. If you have not yet received 
your fixture card please contact 
Martin Forrester on 01245 603131. 

With our membership fast 
approaching 150 we would like to wel-
come the following new members and 
hope to meet them at one of our 
events in the near future:- Stuart 
Mackie, Five Lakes, Luke 
Robbins,Three Rivers, Eric Sherris, 
Canons Brook, Christopher Baldock, 
Romford, David Arter, Epping Forest, 
Tony Thrower, Burstead, and Wayne 
Chapman, Darren Dowsett and 
Michael Delue all from Stapleford 
Abbotts. 

I am always on the look out for 
infonnation and news to write about 
so if you have any to pass on please 
contact me on 01702 522202. 

Dave Wells 

Sussex 
The Turkey Trot was held at 

Littlehampton GC again this year. As 
usual we had a terrific day. David 
Woods and his team had the course in 
great condition and the clubhouse 
staff once again gave us a first class ser-
vice. The committee have asked me to 
pass on our thanks to Littlehampton 
for continuing to hold this Christmas 
event. We were extremely lucky with 
the weather as it turned out to be a 
bright dry day. The competition was 
played as a Texas scramble in teams of 
four. The results are as follows:- 1. Ray 
Day, Colin Cathie, Richard Elderfield, 
Dustin Houghton, 60 pts; 2. George 
Barr, Stephen Blake, Bob Watters, 
Nigel Bailie, 59 pts; 3. Neil Cleverley, 
Carl Whyborne, Jon Budd, Eddie 
Docherty, 58 pts. Being part of the 
winning team was great fun, we 
laughed and joked through the whole 
round with all of us playing our part. 
Many thanks to our sponsors for the 
halfway bar and the prizes. 

Well, that's all for now, I hope to 
have more news next month. 

Colin Cathie 

East Anglian 
At last I hear you cry. Did I miss 

Crimble again and New Year? I'll have 
to stop eating the beef! Well, I hope 
you all enjoyed it. 

Our last meeting was our AGM at 
Thorpness way back in December and 
what a day it was. It was a day that 3 
desperados namely Virley, Kennedy 
and Lathrope (that's me) won the first 
prize in the Texas Scramble with a nett 
51. Brian had to make do with a 
lemon, sorry mate. Other prizes were:-
Longest Drive - Mr Wiring, Nearest 
Drive - E. Hunter. Last year's shields 
were presented as follows:- Spring -
Tim Russell, Summer - Alan Carter, 
Autumn - Ernie Hart, Winter - Tim 
Russell. The prizes were presented by 
Mr Duckworth, Vice Captain of 
Thorpness, and were donated by 

CMW (main sponsor), Rushbrooks 
(Nearest the Pin), Kings (Longest 
Drive), Turfactant, Rhone Poulenc, 
Atterton and Ellis, SISIS, Headland, L 
F Engineering, Rigby Taylor, Colliers 
and Bob Chesham. There was also a 
presentation made to Ian Willett, our 
long suffering Secretary, for steering us 
through some very difficult times and 
now we are one of the strongest 
Sections in the Country. Our thanks 
also go to Ian and his men for pre-
senting an excellent course (my team 
single putted 14 greens!). 

After all that there was the AGM 
and the motley crew were re-elected 
on block. As AGMs go this was pretty 
quick at 20 minutes. One or two 
points were made namely trying to get 
more apprentice greenkeepers to come 
along. Last year we had two. I didn't 
think there were two in the whole 
country so the future is now secure! 
There was also the new/old face of 
John Carey among us. A long time ago 
when we had proper money and feet 
& inches John was the first Chairman 
of the East Anglian Section when we 
broke away from the South East 
Section back in BGGA days and he 
had a lot to do with that breakaway. It 
is good to see him back. 

At the end of the meeting £25 was 
collected from those not wearing 
BIGGA ties and this was presented to 
the McMillan Cancer Fund. 

This year's venues are as follows - in 
March we are at Lakenheath. Please 
can you get your reply slips back 
quickly as we all have be checked for 
security reasons before we can enter 
the base! This promises to be a mem-
orable day (and probably a nice one). 
The others are Stowmarket, The 
Norfolk and Sheringham. Looks like 
being a good season again. 

We are also trying to sort out a 
match against the Essex men, proba-
bly on August 26 but watch this space. 
Our team came second in the 
Regional Final of the Hayter 
Challenge so well done lads. 

Well, I think that's it except to say 
thanks again Thorpeness, Hello Frank 
and see you on the first tee. 

Mick Lathrope 

Surrey 
Many thanks to Wilton Heath 

Artisans for allowing us to use their 
excellent clubhouse for our first quiz 
night in November. The turnout was 
not as large as hoped for but all who 
did come had an enjoyable evening. 
The winning team from Royal Mid 
Surrey was led by their Course 
Manager, Allan McDougall. Alan has 
promised to defend his victory in the 
next round, the date and venue to be 
announced. 

The Surrey Turkey Trot was held at 
the Drift GC on December 12 and we 
thank Paul Weston and his team for a 
splendid game on a course they can be 
proud of. We also thank the Drift for 
their wonderful hospitality and deli-
cious food. The results were:- 1. John 
Mathis, 40 pts; Nearest the Pin on 3rd 
- John Ross; Nearest the Pin on 9th -
John Hobbs; Nearest the Pin on 16th 
- Dave Wyborn; Longest Drive - John 
Mathis. 

All matches in the Huxley Bowl 
competition have been played and the 
final results are:- Winners - John 
Mathis and Robert Schofield; 

Runners-up - Kevin Boxall and Gareth 
Roberts. 

Brian Willmott 

Kent 
The Christmas AGM/Turkey Trot 

was called off due to snow and was 
rearranged the week after. 

Despite it snowing as we started 
everybody got round and enjoyed the 
day. The course was in excellent condi-
tion considering the weather and 
thanks must go to Darenth Valley, 
Nigel Stapely and his staff. The food 
was, as usual, plentiful and I hope 
everyone had a good day. 

Results: 1. L. Sayers, 43 pts; 2. R 
Biscoe, 37 pts; 3. E. Elliott, 36 pts; 4. 
R. Purll, 36 pts; 5. H. Morgan, 35 pts; 
6. D. Clements, 34 pts; 7. C. Moor, 34 
pts; 8. E. Grant, 34 pts; 9. J. Fullager, 
32 pts; 10. T. Hindmarsh, 32 pts. 

Trade Prize. G. Sidders. King's 
Nearest the Pin. H. Morgan. Longest 
Drive. N. Gillham. 

Sponsors on the day were Scotts and 
Avoncrop Amenity. 

The Kent Section would like to 
thank all the companies who agreed to 
sponsor us last season. Without your 
support we wouldn't be able to survive. 

The final of the Ritefeed Matchplay 
was played at Sundridge Park. 

Results: 1. P Biscoe and J. Edwards; 
2. D. Clements and J. Cocker; 3. S. 
Ellis and J. Fullager; 4. T. Hindmarsh 
and R. Jackson. 

We are currendy looking at our 
venues for for this year. The fixture 
card will be sent out in March. 

In May it is the Kent Section's turn 
to host the Regional Seminar. This will 
be held at Hadlow College on May 19. 
Please attend. You might learn some-
thing. 

I have a request to all the people who 
moan that there is nothing in the mag-
azine for Kent. Please send me a few 
lines or phone me with any news. I 
cannot report on nothing. 

Our thanks must go to Ray Day and 
Sundridge Park for courtesy and to 
Ritefeed for their generous hospitality 
on the day. 

Huw Morgan 

South Coast 
Our Christmas Turkey Trot, AGM 

and Christmas Dinner was once again 
held at Royal Winchester GC. The 
weather was great for the time of year 
with just a little nip in the air, in other 
words a nice December day. The 
course was as ever in its usual immac-
ulate condition all thanks to Phil 
Hanks and his staff. Unfortunately I 
was not able attend the day however I 
am told that the Christmas Dinner 
was out of this world consisting of a 
carvery. Thank you to all of the cater-
ing staff for making the meal so deli-
cious. We would also like to thank 
Mike Ring, of Rigby Taylor, and Nick 
Clarke, of New Forest Farm 
Machinery, for their generosity in 
sponsoring the days events. Last, but 
not least, we must thank the Captain, 
committee and members of Royal 
Winchester GC for once again allow-
ing us the courtesy of the course and 
the clubhouse facilities. To this we are 
very much indebted. 

The results of die Turkey Trot were 
very close. The first three were all on a 
countback on 39 points, the results 
being:- 1. Joe Newman; 2. Ian Noble; 



as you can see by his address). Jeff has 
taken up the position of Deputy Head 
Greenkeeper at Newbury and 
Crookham GC. I am sure you will all 
join me in wishing him the oest of luck 
in his new position. Until we get Jeff's 
new telephone number confirmed you 
may contact Tony or myself and we 
will try and point you in the right 
direction. 

Our final winter lecture will be held 
at Crane Valley GC on Wednesday 
March 4. Did you sport the deliberate 
mistake on the programme? The 
speaker will be Gary Parker from ISS 
Aqua Turf Systems. This should be an 
interesting talk since so much depends 
on irrigation and its correct usage and 
it should create a good discussion plat-
form. This will be followed by lunch 
and 9 holes of golf in the afternoon. 

Another reminder for Westurf at 
LongAshton GC on Wednesday April 
29. This year we must be due for a 
nice sunny day. The last few years 
have a been a bit on the damp side but 
to put the record straight I must say 
when Westurf first started the weath-
er was glorious. My prophecy for 
Westurf 1998 - a fine sunny day with 
all attendance records smashed. Please 
don't prove me wrong. Bring along 
you Club Captains, Chairman of 
Greens, Club Owners etc. See you all 
on the day. 

Ken Lodge 

staff who made our day so special with 
a special mention to Richard Wisdom 
and his crew as they seem to improve 
the course each year. 

A big thanks to the day's sponsor 
Patrick Flegg of P J Flegg and to our 
President John Palfrey who supplied 
the wine at lunch and also to all or you 
who donated prizes for the day 

Dates for your diary:- Avoncrop 
March meeting, Tuesday March 3 at 
Staddon Height GC; Rhone Poulenc 
and Supaturf April meeting, 
Wednesday March 1 at West 
Cornwall GC; Westurf Trade Show at 
Long Ashton GC, Bristol on 
Wednesday April 29. 

Richard Whyman 

3. Ed McCabe; 4. Steve Kitny, 37 
pts. Steve caused quite a bit of excite-
ment out on the course. He managed 
to get a two on a par 4 hole so well 
done Steve. 

After the Turkey Trot we held our 
AGM. This was attended by 66 mem-
bers with the Turkey Trot having 57 
members competing, the maximum 
the club could accommodate so well 
done to the extra nine members who 
attended the AGM. At the AGM we 
were graced with the presence of our 
new Regional Administrator, Paula 
Humphries. This was a good opportu-
nity for a lot of the members to meet 
Paula for the first time. 

The AGM went quite well, there 
were one or two changes to the com-
mittee. Our Chairman, Alan Mitchell 
stood down from Chairman and 
decided to leave the committee. This 
is a sad loss to the Section. Alan has 
done some stirring work on education 
and he has been mainly responsible in 
keeping our Section in the solvent 
position it is in. Thank you Alan for all 
the hard work you have put in, we 
wish you well in the future. As a lot of 
you know Alan is still continuing in 
the education of greenkeepers at ¿ill 
levels and is working closely with 
Sparsholt and the GTC. 

Our newly elected Chairman is Tony 
Gadd. Tony has done an excellent job 
as our Tournament Organiser and 
fully deserves the honour of holding 
the position as our Chairman. We 
wish him all the best. Ed McCabe also 
stood down from the committee. 
Once again Ed is very committed to 
the education of greenkeepers. He has 
done a lot of work in organising our 
seminars and pushing for more mem-
bers to achieve their D32s. Thank you 
Ed for all your effort. Two new mem-
bers were elected to the committee -
Phil Wentworth, from The Army GC, 
and Ian Noble, from West Moors GC. 
We wish them both well. It was pro-
posed by Ken Lodge that Eric James 
and Bob Dennis should be made 
Honorary Vice Presidents of the 
Section. Eric was the Chairman of the 
Section back in the BGGA days and 
had a big hand in the setting up of 
BIGGA in 1987. Eric is now retired 
from greenkeeping however a little 
bird tells me he is still keeping his 
hand in on a particular golf course. 
Bob was our Secretary for 9 years, he 
took over when we were struggling to 
find someone to fill the position. His 
contacts with Sparsholt College over 
the years have been priceless with 
seminars and committee meetings 
having been held at Sparsholt and 
liaising between BIGGA and the col-
leges regarding education. This is a 
small way of showing our gratitude for 
the work that Bob and Eric have done 
over the years. 

The next event to take place is our 
Regional/Section seminar at Sparsholt 
on Thursday February 26. You should 
all have received the list of speakers for 
the day. For those of you who have 
returned your cheques and booking 
forms there is still time if your hurry. 
Contact:- Jeff Drake, 9 Villiers Walk, 
Newbury, Berkshire. Alternatively you 
can contact Ken Lodge on 01329 
282362 or Tony Gadd on 01590 
643746. 

At this point I must infonn you that 
Jeff Drake has moved to pastures new 

Devon and Cornwall 
Our P J Flegg Christmas meeting 

was held at Okehampton GC, on 
Wednesday December 10, and was 
once again a sell out. The day started 
as always with our golfing members 
competing in a greensome format for 
the P J Flegg Trophy. Our non-golfing 
members were as usual treated to the 
guided course walk by head man 
Richard Wisdom. Both golfers and 
non-golfers were delighted to see the P 
J Flegg refreshment tent by the 6th 
green and inside Patrick and his staff 
treated members to snacks and drinks 
which set the Christmas atmosphere 
for the day. 

After an excellent Christmas lunch 
our afternoon entertainer back by pop-
ular demand was Tank Sherman who 
entertained us for over an hour and he 
was superb. The day then continued 
with the mornings golf prizes for the P J 
Flegg Trophy being presented by Patrick 
Hegg to:- 1. C. Pine and S. Cresser, 33 
pts; 2. S. Harris and P Gross, 32 pts; 3. 
G. Tamblyn and D. Manley, 30 pts. The 
Presidents prize for nearest the hole on 
the 14th was presented by J. Palfrey to 
the winner, A. White. A special prize 
was donated by Laurence Davis, 
Deputy Head at Okehampton. for the 
best triers and was presented by 
Chairman S. Evans to M. Pike and E. 
Barber. Following our golf presentation 
we held two raffles, the first being for 
hampers kindly donated by Avoncrop 
and Peter Andrewartha ana won by C. 
Rawlings and T. Gooch. The second raf-
fle consistingof over40 prizes conclud-
ed our day The Section would like to 
thank Okehampton GC and all their 

South West 
Despite the somewhat suspect 

weather forecast we enjoyed a 
Christmas competition in relatively 
dry but windy conditions around 
delightful Minchinhampton GC on 
December 10. This is a great venue for 
our winter tournaments as despite 
everywhere else being close or water-
logged, Minchinhampton remained 
puddle free and firm underfoot and a 
pleasure to play. I managed to team up 
with our new Chairman, Chris Sealey 
and we were given a lesson in how to 
play golf by Course Manager, Paul 
Wester and the Club President, Julian 
Gardiner. They managed to go round 
in a gross 72 as a foursome and not 
surprisingly took the top honours with 
38 points. Second equal were J. 
Keenaghan & P Greenway and M. 
Ford & D. Dobbie, 3rd were A. Parker 
& N. King and joint 4th were K. 
Green & M. Freeman and P Baynton 
& D. Calvert. Thanks to the caterers 
Jim and Georgina, the Secretary Dave 
Calvert and of course Paul and his gal-
lant band of men and indeed women 
for presenting the course in such fine 
condition. A special mention must be 
made for the trade who religiously 
support us at these events year in and 
year out. On this occasion it was 
Roffeys who very kindly supplied us 
with the wine on the table and the 
prizes. Other prizes were also given to 
us by Avoncrop, B S Mowers, Rigby 
Taylor, T H Whites and Vitax. Thanks 
to you all, it is very much appreciated. 

Coming up we have an Abrasive 
Wheel course at Cannington on 
February 20. This is the re-arranged 
one from November. I will contact 
anyone that was previously booked 
but if anyone else would like to go on 
this essential course then give me a 
ring on 01380 828380. The Winter 
Tournament is to be held at Sham 
Castle GC on February 25. 
Please be there as we need all 
the support we can get. 

Before signing off if anyone 
would like to put pen to paper 
or as is more often the case 
these days -finger to computer 
and write something for the 
magazine then contact 
Robin Greaves, of Thornbury 
GC. I am sure there are many 
out there who have got stories 
to tell and things to say. Also if 
there is anything that you 
would like me to put in the 
Section report then just give 
me a ring, I always welcome a 
bit of help! 

Marc Haring 

North East 
Seventy-seven year old Bob 

Walker BEM has now completed 50 
years service with Cairndhu GC. 
Bob must be one of the oldest active 
professionals in the world of golf. At 
a dinner held in Bob's honour the 
Club marked the occasion by pre-
senting him with a plaque. The din-
ner was attended by a number of 
local professionals including Peter 
Hanna-Fortwilliam, Colin Farr-
Whitehead, Jim Robinson-Ballyearl 
and Bob's playing partner, Dai 
Stevenson, Royal Portrush. Five 
years ago he was awarded the BEM 
medal in recognition of his services 
to the Club. Jim Robinson also pre-
sented Bob with a special award, 
honorary membership of the PGA. 
Bob received the award for 50 years 
long service having joined in 1936. 
Bob started with Cairndhu GC in 
1947 as the professional of Larne 
Town GC as it was known then 
based at Craigyhill. After about ten 
years the club moved to its present 
location and became known as 
Cairndhu GC. "It was only a nine 
hole course when I started initially. I 
only came here for a week or two, I 
was hoping to progress in the game 
but I fell in love with the place - it's 
so special" said Bob. Until a few 
years ago Bob was Jack of all trades. 
Besides the golf he was also the 
Head Greenkeeper and part-time 
barman. Now he just looks after the 
Pro-shop and gives lessons. "I still 
play the odd game, but don't take it 
too seriously now. I certainly don't 
feel like retiring at the moment. I 
intend carrying on for another year 
or two or three or four" he added 
laughing. 

In his younger days Bob played on 
the professional circuit and played 
in the 1956 British Open at 
Hoylake. He recalls it was won that 
year by Peter Thomson. It is a great 
achievement for Bob Walker to 
accomplish 50 years service with 
one club. Cairndhu GC members 
young and old know what a great 
character Bob Walker is. 

Finally, congratulations to Clem 
Beattie and his wife on the birth of 
their first child, a boy named Jamie, 
71bs, 6ozs. 

Eammon Farrell 
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Scott MacCallum interviews 
the new Chairman of BIGGA The Jtìentikit Chairman 

There can be few National 
Chairman who arrive in post better 
qualified to undertake the many 
duties the role calls for than Gordon 
Child. Of course he is far too modest 
to harbour the thought but he could 
be described as the Identikit 
Chairman. 

He was a key contributor at the 
meeting in St Andrews in 1985 which 
agreed die amalgamation of the three 
existing greenkeeper associations 
into BIGGA; he was Regional 
Administrator for the South West 
and South Wales Region for ten years; 
he has vast greenkeeper experience 
gathered at among others this year's 
Open venue and also as head man at 
the then biggest golf club in the coun-
try where he prepared the course for 
many professional Tour events. Oh 
yes, he's still possesses a golf swing 
which gives clues to his prowess as a 
player in his prime. What's more, 
being retired, he can devote as much 
time to the role as he feels is necessary 
without worrying about what's hap-
pening back at his own course. 

Not only is he one of the most 
familiar faces in greenkeeping, he is 

also one half of the industry's most 
famous double acts. With Marion at 
his side the pair have masterminded 
the organisation of the successful 
Westurf Shows and ensured many of 
their Region's golf events ran smooth-
!y 

"When Pat (Murphy) rang and 
asked if I would be his Vice 
Chairman, with a view to taking over 
as Chairman this year, I asked for a 
couple of days to think about it but 
there was really no decision to make," 
explained Gordon. 

With his term in office stretching 
before him Gordon highlighted a few 
of the occasions to which he is partic-
ularly looking forward. 

"I will enjoy going back to America 
for the GCSAA show while The Open 
is at Royal Birkdale and I haven't 
been to Birkdale since The Open in 
'65 when I played in it," he said. 

The Lancashire course holds some 
extremely fond memories for the man 
who started work with his grandfa-
ther at Dore and Totley Golf Club. 

"I was in my early 20s and had been 
in the forces and got to work one 
morning and my grandfather told me 

I was leaving. He'd arranged for me to 
go to Birkdale to learn about a totally 
different golf course," he recalled. 

"To go back as Chairman is great. 
Also, every time I go to Scotland I 
come back with superb memories and 
the National Tournament is in 
Scotland this year. 

"It is almost as though someone has 
said, 'Well he's going to be Chairman 
so we'll have diat there and this here.' 
It has all fallen into place," said 
Gordon, who can also look forward to 
the completion and opening of the 
new BIGGA Headquarters. 

After four years at Birkdale he went 
to Colne, then Blackburn as Head 
Greenkeeper before going south to St 
George's Hill Golf Club in 
Weybridge. 

"I have a real soft spot for St 
George's Hill. It was a wonderful golf 
course and the club itself, members 
and staff combined to make a really 
homely atmosphere. You felt as 
though you belonged. It was a real 
wrench to leave." 

There is an obvious question fol-
lowing that and Gordon answers it 
before it is even asked. 

"I only moved because at the end of 
the day vou aim to get as high as you 
can and in those days Moor Park, 
where I went, was the biggest golf 
club in Britain." 

There he had not just the two fine 
courses to maintain but also the 
municipal course which belonged to 
Rickmansworth Council. It was also 
just about the busiest tournament 
course in the country. 

"I did the Uniroyal, the TPC, the 
Talisman, the first Bob Hope tourna-
ment and four or five ladies events 
and on occasion did more than one 
event a year. 

"The worst year was when we had 
the Uniroyal at the end of June and 
then took on the TPC at the begin-
ning of October when the new 
Foxhills course wasn't ready. It creat-
ed quite a problem as we only had 
four weeks warning. 

"We managed it and got high 
praise, in particular, from Gary Player 
who took time to visit the staff in the 
rest room." 

Gordon left Moor Park in 1981. 
"I couldn't see myself doing the 

job at the age of 60 because of the 

High on productivity and versatility, Toro ' s power packed Groundsmaster® 

3000 Series puts in a superb performance, wherever you take it. 

Its flexible contour deck design copes with multiple tasks, f rom heavily 

landscaped areas to sports fields and go l f courses. 

Easily adjusted height and outer wings f loat over b u m p s and g round 

undulations, up to 20 degrees relative to the adjacent chamber, giving a 

superb cut without scalping. 

R u g g e d and durable, the 3000 heads a complete range o f riding, out-front 

rotary mowers - from the lightweight, manoeuvrable 2 3 3 - D to the 

large-scale, highly productive 4 5 5 - D . W i t h Recycler® decks available for m o s t 

models, there is something designed to meet your needs and budgets. 

For productivity and a quality cut, trust Toro. Simply telephone 

01480 476971 and we'll arrange for a local dealer to contact you. 

TORO 

TORO distributed by Lely (UK) Limited, Station Road, St Neots, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH 

Telephone 01480 476971 Facsimile 01480 216167 
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C C As recently as 
20 years ago you could 
go to a golf club and it 
was quite possible that 
not one of the staff had 

any formal greenkeeping 
education, j y 

pressure so I spoke to the club man-
agement and told them that if the 
right position came along I would-
n't let the club down. In fact I 
delayed going to Churston so I 
could do the second TPC in '81." 

Coping without a regular adrena-
lin fix at the friendly Devon club 
was not always easy but it was 
BIGGA which filled the void and in 
particular the demanding role of 
Regional Administrator. 

"That took up a lot of time and 
gave me what I was missing from 
not having tournaments." 

Looking at the industry as a whole 
Gordon is convinced that the big 
breakthrough came with the advent 
of quality education. 

"As recently as 20 years ago you 
could go to a golf club and it- was 
quite possible that not one of the 
staff had any formal greenkeeping 
education." 

Gordon has a fund of stories to 
tell some about his own career and 
some about the industry in general. 

"I remember subscriptions at 
Birkdale going up to £50 per year. 
The assistant secretary came out 

onto the course and said 'you'd 
think we'd robbed a bank. It's only 
the price of ten packets of fags a 
week'. Now stop and think about 
the price of cigarettes now - about 
£2.50? That would make member-
ship £1,300 a year. 

He also makes a valid point about 
golf club members and their percep-
tions of their own course. 

"A member has played his own 
course so often that he knows it so 
well - the line and what the hole 
looks like and does so he starts to 
look at the little things - small 
marks on the fairway or indenta-
tions on the green. When he goes to 
a visiting course he's more con-
cerned about the panoramic views 
and the layout of the holes. He'll 
come back talking about how 
superb this course was and all it is is 
a different way of viewing a golf 
course," 

It's that type of thought provok-
ing conversation you get from 
Gordon Child and you can be sure 
that during his period of office 
many more people will get a chance 
to engage him in it. Pat Murphy helps new Chairman Gordon Child into his new blazer 
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Thank you 

V * 
BIGGA 

GOLDEN KEY 
and SILVER KEY 

CIRCLES 

.. to the following companies, 
in recognition of their 

continued support for the 
Greenkeeper Education and 

Development Fund 

Golden Key Circle Company Members 
Amazone Ground Care, Barenburg, 

Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd, Hayter Ltd, 
Jacobsen E-Z-Go Textron, John Deere Ltd, 
Kubota UK Ltd, Levington Horticulture Ltd, 

Miracle Professional, Mommersteeg 
International, Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd, PGA 
European Tour, Rainbird, Ransomes, Rhône-
Poulenc Amenity, Rigby Taylor Ltd, Ritefeed, 
Supaturf Products Ltd, The Toro Company, 

Watermation 

Silver Key Circle Company Members 
Avoncrop Amenity Products, Fenchurch 

Insurance Brokers Ltd, H Pattison & Co Ltd, 
Rolawn Ltd, Sisis Equipment Ltd, Weed Free 

BIGGA SOUTH WEST AND SOUTH WALES REGION 
PRESENTS 

29TH APRIL, 1998 
MAKE A DATE FOR THE WINDOW ON THE WEST 

There will be lots to see and try, putt ing and chipping competi t ions to enter. 
It is a great place for greenkeepers, Chairmen of the Green and Traders to meet and 
exchange ideas and talk in depth about products and also a chance to compare prices 
and quality. The re will be machinery to examine and try out and a great competition 

to enter on the day with great prizes. The major colleges in the region will be 
represented and you will be able to discuss education opportunit ies in depth. 

There will be a warm welcome in the B I G G A hospitality tent. 

It is the 10th birthday of W E S T U R F - come and have a glass of wine and a piece of 
anniversary cake and meet your Regional Board, Regional Administrator and 

National Chairman who will be delighted to meet you. 

Westurf will have a whole new look this year - put the date in your diary -

29TH APRIL, 1998 
LONG ASHTON GOLF CLUB 10AM - 4PM 

New this year - come and meet the experts. Consultants include representatives 
f rom Symbio; Dr Brian Clifford f rom Astara; Peter Winter f rom STRI; John 

Mullins talking on water management and representatives f rom the colleges on 
education. Full list of consultants in next month 's Greenkeeper International. 

FURTHER DETAILS FROM PAULA 
HUMPHRIES ON 01363 82777 

The Most Reliable 
Part of any Course 

The Mini-Clik II Rain Sensor by 
Glen-Hilton Products. The most 
reliable way to shut down golf 
irrigation systems during or 

after rain. 
For a distributor near you call: 

00-1-804-755-1101 
www.glenhilton.com 

E-mail: miniclik® richmond.infi.net 

Building a 
brighter future 

http://www.glenhilton.com


Historic Royal Mid Surrey suffered badly in the recent 
drought but some extensive work has brought about a 
transformation as Scott MacCallum found out. 

Baclc in the 

breen 
• 



There is an old folk song which 
must make all publicans wake up in 
the middle of I IK- night in a cold 
sweat, before realising that il is no 
more than a horrible nightmare. I 
am convinced that the sad ballad, 
"The Pub with no Beer", must have 
that effect on the men who pull the 
pints. 

Looking at other areas where 
equally horrific songs could bring 
about the heebyjcebics you might 
get "The Hospital with no Nurses", 

The Cinema with no Films" or 
"The Football Team with no 
Players" - although, in the last case, 
there are supporters up and down 
the country who believe they live 
through such a case every Saturday. 

In golf, the haunting refrain of 
"The Course with no Crass" would 
induce shivers up the spine of 
many greenkeepers and, until 
recently, one of these would cer-
tainly nave been Allan McDougall, 
Course Manager at Royal Mid 
Surrey, who came close to facing up 
to the reality of just such a situa-
tion. 

When Allan took over at the 
Richmond club a combination of 
drought and no fairway watering 
system had conspired to leave the 
two renowned courses extremely 
bare. 

"When I arrived in July '95 we 
were in the middle of a drought , as 
it turned out, one this country had 
never seen before and maybe will 
never see again. Basically it lasted 
two vears and that summer we had 

Before and after: 
Allan McDougall 

highlights the 
difference in his 

fairways 

temperatures in the. 100s, the low-
est it was getting was still in the 
90s, and tees, greens and fairways 
were all suffering," said Allan. 

"I must say now that the mem-
bership was very understanding 
because it was not the first time 
that Royal Mid Surrey had faced 
that type of problem," he 
explained, "My predecessor, Bill 
Lyon, had gone A long way to solv-
ing the fusarium and thatch prob-
lems on the greens but, while we 
still had patches of grass on the 
greens, there were large dead areas, 
the same as Royal Porthcawl expe-
rienced during the Walker Cup in 
'95." 

If the greens were bad the rest of 
the course was causing just as much 
concern. 

"At the time we didn't have a 
green blade of grass left on the fair-
ways, semi rough or rough and the 
problem we had was, 'how do we 
bring it back?'. 

"Mv view was.that if we didn't 
have grass on the fairways there 
wouldn't be any point in having a 
greenkeeper. If you don't have grass 
no-one comes and plays, and there 
are 13 greens staff, and all the club-
house staff, relying on the club for 
their wages. It would all go down 
the Swanney," said Allan. 

A native of the Isle of Bute on the 
West coast of Scotland, and the son 
of a greenkeeper, Allan's arrival in 
the affluent stockbroker belt came 
at the end of a journey during 
which he had picked up a wealth of 
experience. It start when he helped 
his father, Robert, at Clydebank 
and District G O as a youngster a 
time when he also picked up the 
golf balls of a young Bernard 
Gallacher who practiced there. 

He started properly at 
Killermont, in Glasgow, 
under Jimmy Kidd, before 
working at Hilton Park -
with his father who had 
move there - and then 
Cawder, before getting his 
first Head job at Eastwood 
in Glasgow at the age of 
21. 

From there he went to 
Stirling before venturing 
south to Sandwell Park, 
then to Roe Park, in 
Ulster, his last job before 
arriving at Royal Mid 
Surrey, a club steeped in 
history. 

Among the five club pro-
fessionals have been five 
time Open Champion, 
JII Taylor, three time 
Open Champion, Henry 
Cotton, one time Open 

Champion, Max Faulkner, while 
the only other two pros the club 
has had were Ryder Cup player, 
Jimmy Adams, and current incum-
bant/David Talbot, a former PGA 
Champion. 

IIRH The Prince of Wales (later 
to be the Abdicating King) was 
Club Captain in 1926 and the club 
history is littered with famous 
names. 

Faced with the problem of man-
aging such a historic venue back to 
tip top condition Allan went to the 
committee and said that he wanted 
to do some things to retrieve the 
situation which wouldn't be popu-
lar. He introduced the Sub-Air, 
something he had first used at 
Sandwell Park in the late 80s and 
early 90s. 

"The ground was so hard there 
was nothing else we could do. The 
course had been vertidrained every 
year but it had just bounced on the 
top so really was pointless. The 
Sub-Air broke it up and all of a sud-
den the verti drain went in eight 
inches and we could slit." 

In the spring of '96 Allan decided 
to overseed the fairways and, 
through Jamie Bennett and Grass 
Roots Trading Company, used 
Barenbrug mixes. 

"We overseeded but got no water 
behind it - just two showers 
between the end of March and July. 
We had moor drilled three inches 
apart and the lines kept opening. It 
was paper dry and I had dead div-
ots coming out. 

"People were saying that I'd wast-
ed their money but I assured them 
that the grass was in there and that 
it would come. Once I'd taken the 
decision I was up there to be shot 
at.. . and I was being shot at. I just 
had to wait. 

"I knew the soil temperature was 
high and that the seed would take 
right up to the end of October, so it 
was a case of sitting there, believing 
in myself and knowing that the job 
had been done the proper way." 

If Allan had been praying his 
pleas were finally answered at the 
end of September when they got a 
week of rain. 

"In the first week in October we 
had lines of grass as thick as your 
finger. We had pinstriped fairways. 
I had proved that the system 
worked and that if we had the right 
conditions we could improve the 
quality of the fairways. I felt justi-
fied."' 

That same month the club sat 
down and signed the contract for a 
new wall-to-wall irrigation system 
to cover both the Inner and Outer 
Courses. 

The original system greens only 
system had been installed in 1974 
and extended to cover the tees. 

"It was never upgraded and as a 
result we found ourselves in an ever 
decreasing circle. We had a 17,500 
storage tank and while originally 
we could water the greens every 
night and the tees every second 
night latterly we couldn't afford to 
water the tecs and they died. It was 
a case of overseeding them more or 
less every autumn," explained 
Allan, who in his golfing prime 
played off 1. 

The new half a million pound TIL 
system covers greens, tees fairways 
and surrounds, there are two new 
bore holes and the club has a 
100 ,000 gallon capacity storage 
tank. 

The system was up and running 
in April last year and Allan has 
already enjoyed the fruits of the 
control he can now exert. 

"We are able to control our own 
ecosystem. Last summer we were 
putting on anvwhere between 
7 0 , 0 0 0 and 1 6 0 , 0 0 0 gallons a 
night." 
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I seeded using a 25% Barerown 
(Slender Sleeping Red Fescue); 
2 5 % Baroxi (Chewings Fescue); 
15% Limousine (Smooth Stalked 
Mcadowgrass) I 5% Baron (Smooth 

s Stalked Meadowgrass) and 2 0 % 
Highland (Brown lopped Bent) 
mix in September last year to make 

I use of the heat and is recommis-
'i sionlng the irrigation system in 
I March so he is ready to reseed 
I again in April. We also Sub-Aired, 

hollow cored and vertidrained 
every fairway and when I can get a 
tractor on them without marking 
I'm going to slit them four or five 

I 
"For the next three years this will 

he an on-going programme and I 
have warned the committee that 
this is not a one-off cost. 

; "Once we've completed and got a 
density of sward we'll back off and 
verti drain every year, Sub-Air 
every second year and hollow core 
every third year," said Allan, whose 
own son has joined him on the staff 
to become the third generation 
McDougall in greenkecping. 

The effort that Allan and Royal 

Mid Surrey has put into its fair-
ways is something which is being 
replicated throughout the country 
while a number of nearby clubs are 
in the process ol installing new irri-
gation systems. 

"More attention is now being 
paid to lairways and it is great in 
this instance to see that work being 
combined with a new irrigation sys-
tem which brings about more reli-
able results," said John Bradley, UK 
Sales Manager for Barenbrug, 

In conjunction with the fairway 
work Allan has devoted a great of 
time to improving the greens which 
had suffered in '95 - and been iden-
tified by David Stansfield - as suf-
fering from Thatch Fungus, 

" The greens had tended to be wet 
and very susceptible to disease and 
Bill (Lyon) had a problem with a 
film of white lead under four or five 
of the greens," revealed Allan, who 
added that Bill had been good for 
the club as he had improved the 
machinery provision and encour-
aged the committee to think along 
the right lines. 

"When I took over I upped the 

regime and hollow cored, verti-
drained and vertieut a lot more 
often. 

"When I came in, the vertieut 
reels were non-existent. 1 bought 
new ones and went out to the 10th 
green and emptied the boxes 32 
times - that's 9 6 boxes of grass I 
took out of the 10th green," said 
Allan, who is a great believer in the 
hands-on approach, spending the 
vast majority of his time out on the 
course and keeping his paper work 
to the end of the day. 

"Every green got the same treat-
ment. Now we vertieut every 
Monday it is possible to do so and 
we've bought another set of reels so 
we can work with two machines. It 
is that important to get the thatch 
under control. 

"They are not the best draining 
greens in the world and this spring 
I'm going to have to hollow core 
again, and really attack them with 
the vertieut reels, because they 
haven't drained well again this 
winter." 

Allan is acutely aware of the prob-
lems which will arise should legisla-

tion rule out t he use of pesticides in 
the not to distant future. 

"There is no point in saying we'll 
go back to the old met boos because 
they are not going to be available 
either. There won't be Lead Arsenic 
or Merc ury. We're all going to have 
to learn the job again...on the 
hoof," 

Troubled with worms and with an 
ever decreasing armoury a compa-
ny told him recently that they were 
looking at curry powder because 
worms didn't like it. 

"Hie biggest problem is how to get 
rid of the smell and if by doing that 
it has to go through a process whic h 
makes it also chemical it will fall in 
the same category as the others." 

He is working, and having suc-
cess, with organics through Symbio 
and Soil Life. 

" I his autumn while everyone has 
been spraying we've only had to do 
it once So we are hopefully getting 
fusarium under control," 

It all means Allan can sleep rela-
tively soundly knowing that nowa-
days the grass is greener on his own 
side of the fence. 
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A word which could lay claim to being the most widely used 

worldwide came into being at the King's Observatory which is a 

recognised feature in the park as you play Royal Mid Surrey. 

The universally used word which came out of the King's 

Observatory was OK. The building was used to determine true 

north with two posts one on what 

's n o w the golf course and the other 

at nearby Twickenham. 

Royal Mid Surrey Among the jobs performed there 

p • . was was checking the accuracy of 

q u p e l time pieces. Those which passed 

Inventory muster were stamped "OK" for 

Observatory Kew. 

The Royal Mid Surrey team under the famous century old Cedar Tree 
which attracts regular attention from Kew Garden's 

2 Buggies 
4 Toro G M 3 D s 
2 Toro Vert icut Unit Se ts 
1 Jacobsen Greensking 

M K V 
3 Ransomes Motor 180s 
1 Toro 4 5 0 D 
1 Se t Jacobsen 

Hydraul ic Gangs 
1 Jacobsen F10 
1 Iseki 3 1 8 Tractor 
2 Honda 2 2 H p Tractor 
2 Iseki 5 3 7 Tractors 
1 Iseki 5 3 0 Tractor 
1 Kubota L 2 5 5 0 Tractor 

w i th Front Loader 
1 Ford 3 0 0 0 Tractor 
2 Me ta l Trailers 
1 Sisis Var i -Core 
1 Ransomes 2 4 " M o w e r 
4 Ransomes 2 0 " M o w e r s 

Auto Cer tes 
1 Har row 
1 Dragmat 
1 Sisis Roller 
1 Air Compressor 
1 Al len Turf Cut te r 
1 Sisis Fairway Spiker 
1 John Deere 3 2 2 5 

M o w e r and Vert i -cut 
Units 

1 Sisis Litamisa 
2 Toro Reelmasters 2 1 6 
1 Vert i -drain Capta in 

Mode l 
1 Wessex S w e e p e r 
1 Huxley T V 3 6 Scar i f ier 
1 Hardi 4 0 0 LT Sprayer 
1 Rotary M o w e r 
1 Trailer 
1 Rytec Leaf Col lector 
2 Billy Goat Blower 
1 Charterhouse Verti-

seeder 
6 Lloyds Palladin 2 0 " 

M o w e r 
1 Toro Hydro-Ject 

Aera tor 
1 Back Hoe 
1 John Deere Aerocore 
1 John Deere 76hp 

Tractor 
1 Major Ver t i -Dra in 
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The history of Royal Mid Surrey 

by Peter Ryde is a magnificient 

book featuring all manner of anec-

dotes. Also listed is a piece written 

by the daughter of JH Taylor, 

Phyllis Taylor, on Peter Lees the 

first greenkeeper. There follows an 

extract. 

"There was a time when Mid 

Surrey golf course was internation-

ally famous for the excellence of its 

greens. No royal lawns were ever 

more cosseted that these, being cut 

daily (twice in summer), rolled, 

swept, dressed and nourished with 

fanatical zeal by a dour Scot named 

Peter Lees. He affirmed that he 

could turn it into a first class course 

in five years provided he was given 

a completely free hand. Wisely, the 

committee recognised a maestro in 

the art of green-keeping, and gave 

him the go-ahead. Acting on his 

advice the club arranged for a flock 

of sheep to graze the course every 

summer. Their droppings con-

tributed to the rich texture of fair-

way and green... 

"Being a Scot, Lees was no mean 

golfer; he and JH played regularly 

together, and during the round they 

would decide on certain policies for 

the greens, then inform the secre-

tary who saw to it that the com-

mittee endorsed them. In 1915 

after a disagreement with the com-

mittee Lees resigned and went to 

America to a similar post with a 

much higher salary. He was respon-

sible for laying out and maintaining 

five courses round New York. Sadly, 

in 1923 he died from pneumonia." 
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The most cost e f fec t ive w a y of reaching readers of 
Greenkeeper Internat ional . S imply r ing A m a n d a M a y o , 
Jenny Panton or J a m e s McEvoy on 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 8 5 8 1 and 
ask about an a lphabet ica l ca tegory l isting; the cost 
s tar ts f r o m as l i t t le as £ 2 8 per month. 

Be seen 
on the 
green! 

Here 's your chance to win 

an exclusive B I G G A 100% 

waterproo f jacket des igned 

by W a l r u s wor th over £55 ! 

S imp ly search through all 

the products and services 

in our gu ide and locate the 

3 B I G G A logos h idden 

within the pages. W r i t e 

d o w n the names of the 3 

adver t isements where the 

B I G G A logo is h idden, and 

send your entr ies on a 

postcard to; 

Locate the Logos 

G reenkeeper International 

A l d w a r k M a n o r 

A ldwark , A lne 

York Y 0 6 2 N F 

Entries to reach us no later 

than Friday, February 27, 

1998. The first correct 

ent ry d rawn will receive 

the W a l r u s jacket. D o n ' t 

forget to tell us the size of 

jacket you will require! 

The j udges decision is 

final. N o cor respondence 

will be entered into. This 

compet i t ion is not o p e n to 

B I G G A staff or n o n - m e m -

bers. 

Congratu la t ions to 

A lan T Kelsall, w inner of 

January ' s N o t e the No tes 

competit ion. A crisp £ 5 0 

note is on the way to you! 

Agronomy 

GRASS SCIENCE 
G O L F C O U R S E C O N S U L T A N T S 

• COURSE MANAGEMENT 
• IN-DEPTH AGRONOMY ADVICE 
• MANAGEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION 

AND RE-CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
• FULL ANALYSIS SERVICE 
F o r m o r e de t a i l s a n d a b r o c h u r e c o n t a c t : 

G r a s s GRASS SCIENCE 
S c i e n c e G a r s i d e S t r e e t 

Tel : 0 1 2 0 4 3 6 6 0 3 6 B o l t o n 
F a x : 0 1 2 0 4 3 8 5 2 7 6 B L 1 4 A E 

consulting agronomist 

offers a practical and scientific 
approach to problem solving and 

an all-round service towards 
cost-effective golf course 

construct ion and maintenance 

Introductory visits without obligation 

25 Cheviot Close Tel/Fax 
Tonbridge TN9 1NH 01732 350351 

B Jamieson 
Golf Advisors Ltd 

Bruce Jamieson formerly Director of 
Agronomy with the PGA European Tour has 
now formed the above company offering 
expert advice on: 
• Golf course maintenance 
• Tournament preparation and presentation 
• Machinery selection 
• Budgeting 
• Staff recruitment 
• Soil and turf analysis 
Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
10 Ashlea, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9RQ 
Telephone 01256 760870 

Amenity Spraying Artificial Grass 

Talk To The Professionals First 

V e r t i d r a i n i n g • A e r i a t i o n • S e e d i n g 

• F e r t i l i s i n g • T o p D r e s s i n g 

• C o n t r a c t S p r a y i n g • A l l l e a d i n g 

b r a n d s of S e e d s , F e r t i l i z e r s 

& C h e m i c a l s 

Amenity Land Services Ltd 
Long Lane, Wellington, 

Telford TF6 6HA 

Contact: Brian Whipp, Jonathan Carr, Duncan Burton 

Tel: (01952) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369 

Animal Repellents 

^ A I R W A Y S 
D I S C R E E T C O N T R O L 

CONSULTANCY 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING 

& / t f o & e . . . 
(Par- fr-o^&M / 

SPRINGER HOUSE • WINDMILL LANE 
KEMBLE • CIRENCESTER GLOS • GL7 6AN 

TEL: 01285 770919 
FAX: 01285 770910 

Gabbotts F a r m Barn, f 
Bury Lane, Wi thne l l , }. 
Chor ley, Lancashire * 
PR6 8 S W j 

Tel: 01254 8 3 I 6 6 6 
Fax: 0 I 2 5 4 83I06< 

• V E R D E T E E F R A M E 
Steel platform, woven grass top. 

• V E R D E W I N T E R T E E 
Generous size, self-install kit. 

• V E R D E D R I V I N G M A T S 
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices. 

• A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S E S 

J • D R I V I N G B A Y S A N D N E T S i 
| For club and home use. | 

4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE | 
i BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES. J 
I Please call for samples & information I 

Ball Washers 

BAYCO 

C O U R S E 
A C C E S S O R I E S G C 7 0 0 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

W / CONTACT US ON 

0118 951 0033 

Bio Stimulants 

Have you 
found all the 

logos yet? 

Architects 

Amenity Spraying 

PROFESSIONAL PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

AND ASSOCIATED TURF SERVICES 

DRIFT FREE CONTRACT SPRAYING 
UTILISING OUR PURPOSE BUILT 

MACHINE 'THE SPRAYING M A N T I S ' 

NEW FOR '98 - F.E.P.A TRAINING 
NEW FOR '98 - FREE CALL NUMBER 

0800 068 08 78 
T e l : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 1 1 

F a x : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 2 2 

C a r : 0 8 5 0 3 0 0 1 0 4 

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive. Warfield. 
Berkshire RG42 3RZ 

WEED FREE and Daisy Logo are Registered Trade Marks 

Howard Swan MSC 
Nigel Henbury B.a.Dip.Arch 

Golf Course Architects 

Swan Golf Designs Limited 
T e l f o r d s B a r n , W i l l i n g a t e , O n g a r , 

E s s e x C M 5 O Q F , E n g l a n d 
Tel: 01277 896229 Fax: 01277 896300 

E-Mail: SwanGolfDesigns@btinternet.com 

A member of the 
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF ARCHITECTS 

B R I T I S H I N S T I T U T E O F G O L F 

C O U R S E A R C H I T E C T S 

Representing the leading European 
Practices in golf course design, working 

worldwide and offering professional 
services from initial site appraisals and 

feasibilities, conceptual designs, to 
detailed architecture, specifications and 
project management and construction 

design. 
Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon, 

Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE 
Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037 

ROOTS 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

j y CONTACT US ON 

f 0118 951 0033 

Bridges 

B R I D G E S 

Pedestr ian and Vehicular 

R E V E T M E N T S 

S H E E T P I L I N G 

S H E L T E R S 

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS 
THE SHIPYARD, GAINSBOROUGH, 

LINCOLNSHIRE DN21 1NG 
telephone (01427) 611800 fax (01427) 612867 
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B u i l d i n g s 

THE GREENKEEPER'S 
CHOICE 

Secure sectional steel buildings in various sizes. 
• Machinery & equipment storage 

• Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage 
• Workshops • Tool sheds 

• Trolley stores 
• Temporary fencing & secure 

enclosures 
For FREE design service, quotation, 

brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW 

® 0 1 2 1 5 5 3 5 7 2 3 ( 2 4 h r s ) 
Elwell Buildings Ltd, 204 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich, 

West Midlands B70 9DE. Fa*: 0121 580 1172 

G r e e n k e e p e r s ' S t o r e s 
D r i v i n g R a n g e s 

C l u b H o u s e s 

• Machinery Storage 
• Maintenance Workshops 
• Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage 
• Offices and Staff Mess Rooms 

FREE initial designs and costings 

I v a n J C o o p e r L t d 
Steel Framed Buildings 

Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET 

Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662 

B u n k e r R a k e s 

M E M B E R S B U N K E R R A K E S 
F R O M O N L Y £ 2 . 5 4 E A C H 

Strong construction complete with 
replaceable threaded handle 

Prices are for complete rakes 
delivered tree. 

Rake support pegs 70p each. 
M a d e in U K by M W D y a s o n Ltd, 

6 / 1 0 H i t c h m e a d R o a d , 
B i g g l e s w a d e , S G 1 8 0 N H . 

Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186 

C h e m i c a l D i s p o s a l 

r C H E M I C A L & E M P T Y 

C O N T A I N E R D I S P O S A L 

A P R O B L E M ? 

E N V I R O G R E E N o f f e r a S p e c i a l i s t 

P e s t i c i d e D i s p o s a l S e r v i c e f o r b o t h 

f u l l a n d e m p t y C o n t a i n e r d i s p o s a l . 

E N V I R O G R E E N L I M I T E D 
4 9 R i n g w o o d R o a d 

A l d e r h o l t , n e a r F o r d i n g b r i d g e , 
H a m p s h i r e S P 6 3 D F 

T e l : 0 3 4 5 1 2 5 3 9 8 
F a x : 0 1 4 2 5 6 5 6 2 6 0 

G R U N D O N 

G r u n d o n c a n p r o v i d e s a f e 

d i s p o s a l f o r p e s t i c i d e s a n d 

h e r b i c i d e s a n d a l l c h e m i c a l 

w a s t e s . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n 

o n h o w G r u n d o n c a n h e l p 

w i t h y o u r " D u t y o f C a r e " 

t e l e p h o n e 0 1 4 9 1 8 3 4 3 1 1 

C o c k l e s h e l l s 

B A I L E Y S O F N O R F O L K 
i! GOLF TURF DRESSINGS A SAND tr 

•ir SCREENED TOP SOIL it FEN SOIL 

Deliveries Nationwide 

B A I L E Y S O F N O R F O L K 

T e l : 01603 754607 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

J. & E. ELY 
G O L F C O U R S E 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 

R e a d i n g , B e r k s 

T e l / F a x 0 1 1 8 9 7 2 2 2 5 7 

BAGCCj 

TEEtoGREEN 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

The very best in the remodelling 

of existing golf courses. 

Over 18 years experience. 

Landscaping specialist 

P H O N E : 0 1 2 0 2 8 1 4 0 4 5 
M O B I L E : 0 4 1 0 4 8 3 0 6 5 

CONTOUR 
G O L F - L I M I T E D 

Construction of new golf development 
and upgrading of existing courses 

T e l : 0 1 3 2 7 8 7 9 4 6 4 
M o b i l e : 0 3 8 5 2 7 2 9 3 5 

Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry, 
Northants NN11 4QS 

Irish Office: 026 471 83 

, (kSSOC/J. 

s^m % 
s CO 

C O N T A C T T H E 

P R O F E S S I O N A L S 

Jonathan Franks, Secretary, 
B A G C C , 37 Five Mile Drive, 

Wolvercote, Oxford O X 2 8HT 
T e l / F a x : ( 0 1 8 6 5 ) 5 1 6 9 2 7 

CJ. Collins 
Construction 

Golf Course Contractors 

F a x : 0 1 4 4 4 2 4 7 3 1 8 •A 
Burgess HÜL West Sussex 

T e l : 0 1 4 4 4 2 4 2 9 9 3 

Specialists 

in Golf 

Course 

Construction 

J O H N G R E A S L E Y L I M I T E D 
"Ashfield House" • 1154 Melton Road 

Syston -Leicester • LE7 2HB 

Tel : 0 1 1 6 2 6 9 6 7 6 6 
BAGCC M o b i l e : 0 8 3 6 5 5 3 8 9 9 

F a x : 0 1 1 6 2 6 9 6 8 6 6 

28 PUMP LANE 
HORNDEAN 
WATERLOOVILLE 
HAMPSHIRE 
P08 9TS ENGLAND 
T/F: (01705) 592390 

or Con tac t Ted Awcock on 0 4 1 0 4 5 0 4 5 4 
U p d a t e Y o u r E x i s t i n g C o u r s e B y : 

T E E E X T E N S I O N S 
G R E E N R E - M O D E L L I N G 
B U N K E R A L T E R A T I O N S 

D R A I N A G E 
also N E W C O U R S E C O N S T R U C T I O N 

A New Company... For Your Golf Course 

l^enouationó 
Offering design and build remodels 

Experienced D e s i g n e r 
Quality Construction 
Fixed Price , 

Philip HOUJU, Stamford J Coati, lìowdon, 
AJtrinc ham. Chou hire, WM 4 2JU 
Tel: 0101 92 9 8600 
Fax: 0161 929 6060 

RD JONES & SONS 
G O L F C O U R S E C O N S T R U C T I O N 

Design, Construction and 
Refurbishment Specialists 

Cae Coch Farm, Whitford, Flintshire, 
North Wales CH8 9EP 

Tel: 01745 561761 Fax: 01745 561988 
MEMBERS OF BIGGA 

l t d 

GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION 

W o o d l a n d s , E l l i s R o a d , B o x t e d , 
C o l c h e s t e r , E s s e x C 0 4 5 R N 

Tel: (0)206) 272834 Fax: (01206) 272104 

Have you 
found all the 

logos yet? 

C o u r s e E q u i p m e n t 

(s G O L F C O U R S E 

A C C E S S O R I E S D 
IRELAND'S LEADING GOLF 

COURSE EQUIPMENT & 
ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER 

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N 

T E L : ( 0 1 2 4 7 ) 271163 

F A X : ( 0 1 2 4 7 ) 4 7 1 1 3 6 

BAYCO 

H 
p r r 

C O U R S E 
V A C C E S S O R I E S 

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

Ilk CONTACT US ON 

f 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

C o u r s e E q u i p m e n t 

The best fir less! 

L o c k o n t o T a c i t ' s n e w F l a g s t i c k 

w i t h A n t i - w e a r F e r r u l e . 

W h e n u s e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h 

T a c i t ' s q u a l i t y H o l e c u p s , it wil l 

p r o l o n g t h e l i f e o f t h e F l a g s t i c k s 

a n d s o k e e p t h e m u p r i g h t 

l o n g e r . 

F o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s c o n t a c t : 

TACIT" 
. Golf Course Equipment Manufacturers 

T e l : 0 1 7 8 8 5 6 8 8 1 8 

F a x : 0 1 7 8 8 5 3 7 4 8 5 

D i r e c t i o n a l D r i l l i n g 

ISHIHRUST WHS 
SPECIALISTS IN 

UNDERGROUND CABLE 
DUCTING AND PIPE 

INSTALLATION 
• STEEL PIPE DRIVING 

• IMPACT MOLING 
• DIRECTIONAL DRILLING 

SYSTEMS 
• AUGER BORING 
• PIPE (BURSTING) 

84 LINCROFT, OAKLEY 
BEDFORD MK43 7SS 

TEL/FAX 01234 825948 
MOBILE 0S8S 463439 

D r a i n a g e 

=B0URNE= 
™ AMENITY 

S p e c i a l i s t s i n S p o r t s 

p i t c h c o n s t r u c t i o n 

D r a i n a g e d e s i g n a n d 

i n s t a l l a t i o n 

N e w e n d e n , C r a n b r o o k , 

, K e n t T N 1 8 5 Q G 

T e l : 0 1 7 9 7 2 5 2 2 9 8 



Drainage 

White Horse Contractors 

• Construction 
• Renovation 
• Drainage 
• Irrigation 

T e l : 0 1 8 6 5 7 3 6 2 7 2 
F a x : 0 1 8 6 5 3 2 6 1 7 6 

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 2JD 

Turfdry 
Golf C o u r s e D r a i n a g e 

Specia l is ts 

For fast and friendly UK 

service call: 

Me lvyn Tay lor 

on 01283 551417 

or 0836 259133 

n!p/ S1EVENIPASK 
L I M I T E D 

Dra inage and S a n d s l i t t i n g 
Vert i-Draining 2 .5 <& 1.5 M e t r e 
Ryan G A 3 0 and A m a z o n e sand 

S p r e a d e r Hi re 
Tee, G r e e n a n d B u n k e r 

C o n s t r u c t i o n / R e - M o d e l l i n g 
T e l : 0 1 5 2 9 4 5 5 7 5 7 

Duncan Ross. 
L i m i t e d 

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS 
* Latest Sportsturf Trenching Machine 
* Verti Draining * Sand Slitting 
* Gravel Banding * Top Dressing 
* Overseeding 
Design Installation and Maintenance service 

Tel/Fax: 01257 255321 
Shevington, Wigan, Lanes 

S L E A T H & S O N 
S P O R T S T U R F D R A I N A G E 

Full range of modern equipment providing 
UK and European service 

Contact Geoff Sleath 
Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075 

J. PUGH-LEWIS LTD 
SPORTSTURF CONTRACTORS 

S p e c i a l i s t s i n t h e d e s i g n , 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , d r a i n a g e a n d 
r e n o v a t i o n o f a l l s p o r t s t u r f . 

Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire. 

T e l : 0 1 7 7 3 8 7 2 3 6 2 

F a x : 0 1 7 7 3 8 7 4 7 6 3 

M i l 

Specialists i n l a n d d r a i n a g e , 
golf course c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d 

m a i n t e n a n c e 

M J A B B O T T LIMITED 
Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5EB 
Tel: 01722 716361 • Fax: 01722 716828 

Drainage. Ferti l isers 

• Vertidrain J J \ • Top-dressing 
• Land Drainage • Overseeding 
• All types of construction 

( 0 1 7 3 4 ) 7 9 5 4 5 4 

W i n n e r s h , R e a d i n g , B e r k s h i r e 

D r i v i n g R a n g e E q u i p m e n t 

RANGE SERVANT 
GOLF RANGE EQUIPMENT 

B a l l D i s p e n s e r s , C o l l e c t o r s 

a n d W a s h e r s . P l a y O f f M a t s 

a n d W i n t e r T e e M a t s 

AUTOMATIC TEE-UP UNIT 
Tel/Fax: 01923 263777 
at Abbott's Toolhire, Hempstead Road, 

Hunton Bridge. Watford. Herts WD1 3NJ 

Have you 
found all the 

logos yet? 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l M o n i t o r i n g 

THE FULL RANGE OF 
INSTRUMENTATION 
D o y o u n e e d to m e a s u r e 

• Soil/Water ph • Rain Fall 
• Wind Speed 

• Soil/Water Temperature 
• Air Temperature/Pressure 

• Relative Humidity 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

W/ CONTACT US ON 

0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o d u c t s 

Fcnuturœ/œnd 
envimmHsU/ scfationetotfet 

faimuia 
S t o n e Hi l l , Eger ton , Ashford , 

K e n t T N 2 7 9 D U 
Tel: 01233 756241 Fax: 01233 756419 

T h e A n d e r s o n s . 
U n i f o r m l y t h e bes t 
in t h e b u s i n e s s 

T h e C C C C * -
A n d e r s o n s 

The Highest Quality Nitrogen 
source in the industry with the most 

uniform particle size available 

ITk 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

m , CONTACT US ON 

i 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Ferti l iser Spreaders 

T h e c o m p l e t e r a n g e of 
P r o f e s s i o n a l R o t a r y a n d 

D r o p S p r e a d e r s 
- r 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
M , CONTACT US ON 

f 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Fountains 

FOUNTAINS 
For all your floating fountain and aerator 

requirements, contact S.G.I. Sales. 
Ask for details 61 our large range for 
functional and decorative displays. 

S.G.I. Sales 
The Oxstalls, Evesham, 

Worcestershire, WR11 4TS. England. 
Tel: 0 1 3 8 6 4 1 2 1 2 Fax: 0 1 3 8 6 4 2 3 7 6 9 

E-mail: http://www.evenproducts.com 

Golf Course Supplies 

M.C. & M.A. 
STEWART 

% u g e v 5 o ( H A U L A G E ) L T D 

A family business established 1969 

BS EN ISO 9002: 1994 Registered Company 

G R A V E L , S A N D , S O I L , 
R O O T Z O N E , T O P D R E S S D I N G , 

W O O D B A R K , T R A C K M A T E R I A L 

The independent supplier with the wide product range 
For professional service nationwide contact Rachel 

Tel: 01257 792536/792692 Mobile: 0973 426890 

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull, 
Chorley, Lancashire PR7 5HS 

Golf S igns 

GOLF SIGNS 
• Made from durable & 

weatherproof GRC 
• Available in standard or 

tailor-made designs 
• Can include hole 

information, club name & 
motif 

• Finished in a range of 
colours 

• Permanently installed on 
metal posts or free-
standing 

• Range includes yardage, 
GUR, entrance, directional 
& other signs 

G r a s s C u t t i n g E q u i p m e n t 

SAVE. 
AAONñf! 

EX D E M O N S T R A T I O N • _ 1 

A N D TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED 
GOLF COURSE M A C H I N E R Y AVAILABLE 
FROM STOCK 
r n — G 9 J A C O B S E N 

R Y A N HAYTER 

e i e i e < f Ü S £ l 
S I S I S C U S H M A N 

R O Y E R 
VERTI-DRAIN ¿¡¡¡¡¡aj \M 1 Li I mi HH 

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY ARRANGED 
Phone for a foil catalogue NOW 

C ; R K I : N S \ V A K I ) HN<;. C O . Manor Farm. 
(>tie> Kcl, Adel, Leeds LS16 7AI.. Tel: 0113 267 60IM) 

Grass Seed 

M a n a g e m e n t Systems 

for 
P R E - G E R M I N A T E D G R A S S S E E D 
"L IQUID S O D " SPRAY O N G R A S S 

T O P D R E S S I N G S 
G R A S S S E E D 
F E R T I L I S E R S 
H E R B I C I D E S 

H O R T I C U L T U R A L P R O D U C T S 
a n d 

All Turfcare Materials 
D r o m e n a g h F a r m , 

S e v e n h i l l s R o a d , I v e r H e a t h , 
B u c k s S L 0 0 P A 

T e l : 0 1 8 9 5 8 3 4 4 1 1 
F a x : 0 1 8 9 5 8 3 4 8 9 2 

I r r igat ion 

MAGNETISM 
When you 

can't drag 

your eyes 

away from 

a superb 

TIS-irrigated 

green. 

TISGffl 
f a c í A O of* Qt&Uiy 
Turf Irrigation Services (Sandbach) Limited. 

I K R I C i A I I O N 
c o n t r o l 

DESIGN • SUPPLY 
INSTALL • SERVICE 

N e w s y s t e m s , s y s t e m e x t e n s i o n s 
a n d s y s t e m r e f u r b i s h m e n t s 

Call us for a FREE system survey 

Yorkshire 
011.32 450414 

Cheshire 
01606 558927 

F u l l m e m b e r s o f t h e B T L I A 

http://www.evenproducts.com


Irrigation 

liÏÏiïïHllllIll 
S u p p l y , i n s t a l l , u p g r a d e 

a n d r e p a i r 

P l o w s a n d t r e n c h e r s f o r 

s a l e / h i r e 

I r r i g a t i o n a n d D r a i n a g e 

S e r v i c e s L t d 

T e l : 0 1 6 3 3 8 9 3 1 1 9 

Cameron 
I R R I G A T I O N 

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment 
to Golf Courses, Bowling Greens, 

Landscapes, Horticulture. 
•Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment. 

•Ex i s t ing Systems renovated and upgraded. 
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

Call now for your Irrigation needs. 

Cameron — ( M a c p e n n y ) 

Unit 17-18 Highdown Industrial Estate, 
Ringwood, Hants. BH24 1ND IDIVISIONOÎ 
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296 l M l s c 

Logic • K M L « 

Manufacturers & Distributors of 

quality irrigation equipment 

• E I C O N radio remote control for 

T W 2 - 1 and T W 2 - 4 

• A Q U A R I U S 2 P C based control 

system, runs in Windows 95 

• L O G I C decoders, compatible 

with T W 1 or T W 2 , 3 year warranty, 

lightning protection included. 

Multiway outputs, up to 4 valves. 

f r o m £ 1 8 . 0 0 p e r s t a t i o n 

Tel: 01491 837 455 

Instal lat ion 
S a l e s 

^ T | O r & S e r v i c e 
N.E. England, Yorkshire, S, Humberskte, Lincolnshire, 

Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire 
Contact: 

E B & L S I M M S 
Unit 18, Camp Hill Close, Dallamires Lane, Ripon, 

North Yorkshire HG4 1TT 
Tel: (01765) 602175 or 690598 Fax: (01765) 603488 

D e s i g n . S u p p l y . I n s t a l l a t i o n . S e r v i c e . 
From full systems to i m p r o v e m e n t s 

o n present systems a n d service. 
Phone Now to find out how you can 

Save Money! 
P h o n e / F a x : 0 1 4 0 5 8 1 4 8 8 9 O f f i c e 

M o b i l e 0 4 2 1 5 7 8 8 2 8 
^ o m II is« jwvajeel wk e r e we up! 

QuloPlouj /¡[/km; 
A u t o House , Ashtree Works , Mill Road, 

B a r n h a m Broom, Norfolk N R 9 4 D E 
Tel: «1603 759701 Fax: 0 1 6 0 3 7582(H) 

Call now for all your water requirements on 
commercia l landscaping, golf courscs, sports 

grounds, bowling greens, private gardens. 

Your complete independent irrigation specialists 

T. & G. TURF 
IRRIGATION SERVICES 
1 3 C a s t l e g a t e , K n a r e s b o r o u g h , 

N o r t h Y o r k s h i r e H G 5 O N S 
Tel & Fax: (01423) 864963 

Full member of B.T.L.I.A 

\A/^temiai)on 
Manufacturers, designers 

and installers of 
GOLF COURSE 

IRRIGATION 
FOR 27 YEARS 

T o n g h a m R o a d , A l d e r s h o t , 

H a n t s G U 1 2 4 A A 

T e l : 0 1 2 5 2 3 3 6 8 3 8 

F a x : 0 1 2 5 2 3 3 6 8 0 8 

—DECIDE AFTER-
TALKING TO US... 

A s E u r o p e ' s m o s t e x p e r i e n c e d 
i n d e p e n d e n t c o n s u l t a n t s w e a r e a l w a y s 

r e a d y t o h e l p y o u w i t h a d v i c e o n a l l 
a s p e c t s o f i r r i g a t i o n r e l a t e d m a t t e r s . 

P O B O X 1 1 9 2 
F o r d i n g b r i d g e 

„ J U O l H a n t s SP6 1 Y D 
GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS E n g l a n d 

I Tel : ( 0 1 4 2 5 ) 6 5 2 0 8 7 F a x : ( 0 1 4 2 5 ) 6 5 2 4 7 6 

B R I T I S H O V E R H E A D 

I R R I G A T I O N L I M I T E D 

Tel: ( 0 1 9 3 2 ) 7 8 8 3 0 1 

F a x : ( 0 1 9 3 2 ) 7 8 0 4 3 7 

I N D E P E N D E N T C O N T R A C T O R S 
F O R G O L F C O U R S E I R R I G A T I O N 

S Y S T E M S , U P D A T E S A N D 
C O M P L E T E P R O J E C T S 

BEST BUY B.O.I.L. 
E X P E R I E N C E - E X P E R T I S E 

C A R E - S E R V I C E 
s i n c e 1 9 2 3 

Founder Member BTLIA 

Hunter 
The Irrigation Innovators 

Phone or fax for your list of 

Hunter' dealers 

throughout the UK and Ireland 

Sportsground Irrigation Co 
Tel: 0 1 3 8 6 4 1 2 1 2 Fax: 0 1 3 8 6 4 2 3 7 6 9 

B 
SERVICES 

r / 

E a s t M i d l a n d s A r e a 

I n s t a l l a t i o n , S a l e s a n d 

S e r v i c e 

E v e r t o n , Doncaste r , D N 1 0 5 I ) R 

T e l : ( 0 1 7 7 7 ) 8 1 7 4 1 0 

Automatic Watering 
Systems for Sports 
and Leisure Grounds 

• b e s i g n e d • Suppl ied • Insta l led 

GLEN HEAT I IRRIGATION 
P i n c h b e c k , S p a l d i n g , L i n e s . 

Gl . f l T e l : ( 0 1 7 7 5 ) 7 2 2 3 2 7 

S S I F a x : ( 0 1 7 7 5 ) 7 2 5 4 4 4 

A N a t i o n w i d e 
I r r i g a t i o n S e r v i c e 
A well designed and Installed irrigation system 
is a vital component to a successful project. 
OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems for 
sportsground, recreational, amenity and 
landscape areas. 
We offer comprehensive expert consultations, 
designs, quotations, manufacture, supply, 
installation and service. 
OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of 
quality irrigation equipment for every 
requirement. 
Regional offices throughout the UK 
For further information contact 
Head Office on 01460 241939 

OCMIS 
Muckner H l l l l t W 

Design and serv ice you can trust 

M J A B B O T T L I M I T E D 

D e s i g n , s u p p l y a n d i n s t a l l a t i o n o f 

R a i n ^ B I R D 

I r r i g a t i o n S y s t e m s 

T e l : 0 1 7 2 2 7 1 6 3 6 1 

I r r i g a t i o n S y s t e m s 

& E q u i p m e n t 

For all your irrigation 
requirements, whether a n e w 

installation or sys tem 
refurbishment - contact us now for 

a free survey, des ign a n d 
quotation. 

I . L . S . I r r i g a t i o n S y s t e m s & 

E q u i p m e n t , O u n d l e R o a d , 

L u t t o n , P e t e r b o r o u g h P E 8 5 N D 

T e l / F a x : 0 1 8 3 2 2 7 2 4 5 0 

W A R D L E 
Consulting Engineers, Ltd. 

I N D E P E N D E N T 

IRRIGATION C O N S U L T A N T S 

& P R O J E C T M A N A G E R S 

8, Main St Barton-under-Needwood 
STAFFS DE13 8DP 

M a i n O f f i c e T e l / F a x : 0 1 2 8 3 7 1 1 8 6 4 
A r e a O f f i c e T e l / F a x : 0 1 4 8 3 2 7 8 4 1 6 

N O R T H S T A F F S I R R I G A T I O N 

D E S I G N A N D I N S T A L L A T I O N 

B Y A N I N D E P E N D E N T , 

F A M I L Y C O M P A N Y 

Tel : 0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 or 
T e l / F a x : 0 1 7 8 2 3 9 5 7 3 4 

N L 

I-RKIGATION 

^ T) SYSTEM 

<1 ^ C o n t r o l s l td 

(Inc. MACPENNY-CAMERON IRRIGATION) 

IRRIGATION 
Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses, 

Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture. 
* Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment 

* Existing Systems renovated and upgraded 
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 
Call now for all your Irrigation needs. 

MISC LTD, Unit 18, Hightown Industrial Estate, 
Ringwood, Hants BH24 1ND 

Tel: ( 0 1 4 2 5 ) 4 7 4 6 1 4 Fax: ( 0 1 4 2 5 ) 4 7 1 2 9 6 

I n s t a l l a t i o n . 
S e r v i c e . 

Established 42 years 
O N G A R , E S S E X 

0 1 2 7 7 8 9 0 2 7 4 

HIGH RELIABILITY 
I . ] = ( - : . ] . ] : l i 

Equivalent to Watermation.CIC, 
Wright Rain, Primetime, Robydome, 

TORO and ISS 
• No switches, more reliable 
• 5 year war ranty 
• Multi-outputs available 
• Low cost address programmer 
• Competitively priced 

T O N I C K WATERING 
T e l : 0 1 9 0 3 2 6 2 3 9 3 F a x : 0 1 9 0 3 6 9 4 5 0 0 

Assoc ia te M e m b e r of BTL IA 

Irrigation Pumps 

PETE MOLD PUMPS 
NATIONWIDE SPECIALISTS 

SUPPLIERS - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

OK IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 

TO GOLF COURSES, BOWLING GREENS, 

LANDSCAPES AND HORTICULTURE 

EXISTING SYSTEMS RENOVATED 

AND UPGRADED 

T e l : 0 1 9 0 8 5 1 1 2 5 5 F a x : 0 1 9 0 8 5 1 1 2 8 8 

Lake Construction/Liners 

GT GROUP 
L E A S T C O S T 
W A T E R P R O O F I N G O F 
L A K E S A N D R E S E R V O I R S 
- using lining membranes and associated 
geosynthetic materials. 
• Comprehensive service available to 
owners/architects/consultants and contraclors. 
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road, 
Nayland, COLCHESTER C 0 6 4LT 
F o r technical a n d sa les e n q u i r i e s 
Tel : ( 0 1 2 0 6 ) 2 6 2 6 7 6 
F a x : ( 0 1 2 0 6 ) 2 6 2 9 9 8 

MERiT SUPPT9 

Insta l la t ion 

Lining membranes and associated products for 
ponds, lakes, water features and reservoirs. 

Tel: 01594 529191 Fax: 01594 529413 

L i n e r s f o r l a k e s , p o n d s and 
s t o r a g e l a g o o n s f r o m the 
U K ' s l e a d i n g c o n t r a c t o r 

C o m p r e h e n s i v e a d v i c e 
r e g a r d i n g d e s i g n a n d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f w a t e r areas 

GT Ltd, Wiston Road, Nayland, 
Colchester, Essex C 0 6 4TL 

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998 

Lake Management 

CRYSTAL CLEAR WSP 
100% Biological Control of 

Algae with additional benefits of 
increased water clarity. 

LAKE COLORANT WSP 
Create a natural blue colour to 

your lakes, water hazards, ponds 
with the ease of W S P packets. 

FOR F U R T H E R I N F O R M A T I O N A 

iTk C O N T A C T US ON 

0118 951 0033 
w/ 



L i q u i d F e r t i l i s e r s P r a c t i c e N e t s S a n d / S i l i c a S a n d 

S p o o n f e e d y o u r t u r f 

t h i s s u m m e r f o r l e s s 

t h a n £ 5 0 p e r 

V h e c t a r e . 

• Bent Grass Special 
^ 28-8-18 

_ , • Zero Phosphate Special 
Œ 9 2 5 - 0 - 2 5 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

CONTACT US ON 

f 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

S u p e r s c r e e n e d S p h a g n u m P e a t 
for Golf C o u r s e C o n s t r u c t i o n 

a n d M a i n t e n a n c e 
* Conforms to BS4156 
* Weed and Pathogen Free 
* Provides quick and even establishment 
* Excellent water retention during dry periods 
* Reduced risk of diy patch 
* Consistent quality for easy handling and 

mixing 
* Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide 

Finnfibre Horticulture Ltd 
Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road, 
East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1 AW 
Tel: 01903 859555 Fax: 01903 859666 

P e s t C o n t r o l 

PEST C O N T R O L S E R V I C E S 
A r c h C o t t a g e , B u l m e r , Y o r k 

RABBITS M O L E S S Q U I R R E L S 

Jess Y o r k s h i r e 0 1 6 5 3 - 6 1 8 7 6 3 

Les H u m b e r s i d e 0 1 6 5 2 - 6 5 9 3 0 8 

Neil N e w c a s t l e 0 1 9 1 - 4 8 9 0 6 9 0 

Have you 
found all the 

logos yet? 

p h C o n t r o l 

ZEPHYR 
W A T E R T R E A T M E N T L T D 

ph and chlor ine c o n t r o l f o r tur f qual i ty 
improvement. Individual ly d e s i g n e d a n d 

installed dos ing s y s t e m s f o r 
irrigation app l i ca t ions . 

23 Brassmi l l E n t e r p r i s e C e n t r e , 

Brassmill L a n e , B a t h , A v o n B A 1 3 J N 

Teh 01225 334838 Fax: 01225 442028 

m 
i 

W a t e r Q u a l i t y C o n t r o l 

pH and chlorine control and dosing systems for 
your irrigation water, for improved turf quality. 

Nationwide installation and commissioning 
service and advice. Contact Brian-Sykes 

S T R A N C O LTD. 
17 Apex P a r k , H a i l s h a m , E a s t S u s s e x . 
Tel 0 1 3 2 3 4 4 1 7 4 4 F a x 0 1 3 2 3 4 4 1 6 1 1 

G r e e n t u r f S y s t e m s 

for pH Control using 
"PHAIRWAY" solution contact: 

S.G.I. Sales 
The Oxstalls, Evesham, 

Worcestershire, WR11 4TS. England. 
Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769 

E-mail: http://www.evenproducts.com 

FREE SOIL A N D W A T E R T E S T I N G 

PRO-TEE GOLF 
DRIVING 

Robust & durable 
contruction 
Single or multiple bay 
system 
Rust resistant frame 
Easily erected 
Long-life baffle nets 
Little or no 
maintenance 
Available with all-
weather golf mats 

BAYS 
L I N K S L E I S U R E 

Tel: 
01948 663002 
or Fax: 
01948 666381 
for details 

R a i l w a y S l e e p e r s 

R A I L W A Y 
SLEEPERS 
1 S T C L A S S Q U A L I T Y O N L Y 

N O T C O N S T R U C T I O N G R A D E 

E O R K E E N P R I C E S 

C O N T A C T M R D A V I D R O B I N S O N 

T E L / F A X : 0 1 6 1 4 . ' » « 7 1 0 » 

A T " S T R I K E T O P T U R F " 

R A I L W A Y S L E E P E R S 

8'6" x 10" x 5" 
C R O S S I N G T I M B E R S 

12" x 6" up to 16' long 
P r i c e q u o t e d f o r n u m b e r r e q u i r e d 

T e l ( 0 1 2 3 3 ) 6 2 5 1 2 1 o r 6 2 0 2 7 7 

Faggs Fleet 
W h i t f i e l d R o a d , 

A s h f o r d , K e n t 

RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
Nationwide delivery service, 

no job too small or too far 

A L L G R A D E S A V A I L A B L E 

0 1 3 0 2 8 8 8 6 7 6 / 0 8 3 1 3 5 6 7 1 0 

A 1 C O N S T R U C T I O N 

G R A D E S L E E P E R S 

Any quantity, delivered anywhere 

also 

C O C K L E S H E L L 

P A T H M E D I A 

Bulk loads, discounted prices 

FINETURF PRODUCTS 
01375 361606 

R o o t Z o n e 

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD 
Specialist Manufac tu re r and Supplier 

(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top 
Dress ings - to all specif icat ions including 

USGA. Supplied na t ionwide . 
P lease p h o n e for quota t ion . 
Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 

Fax: (01858) 434734 

^ x i r d f w o t & i ù d 

( E B E N E Z E R M E A R S ) 

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND 

tor Tees Greens Bunkers 

and drainage sands and shingles 

Wintersells Road. Bytleet. KT14 7AZ 

01932 345616 

G R U N D O N 

NOW SPREADING 
IN YOUR AREA 

T o p D r e s s i n g 

B u n k e r S a n d 

R o o t Z o n e 

T e e s D r e s s i n g 

A l l A g g r e g a t e s 

P a t h G r a v e l s 

C o c k l e s h e l l 

N E W H O T L I N E N U M B E R : 

C o n t a c t G o r d o n 

o n 0 1 3 6 7 2 4 4 0 7 8 

S e a t s 

s, tables, chairs, 
benches, 
planters and lit 
terbins made 
from plantation 

iwn teak. Listed in 
the Good Wood Guide. 

Send for brochure 

D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road. 
Patchway, Bristol BS12 5TB 
Tel: 0117 1 53.15 Fax: »117 1 5334 

S p o r t s N e t t i n g 

S P O R T S N E T T I N G 

• • • T I L D E N E T ••• 
• P E R I M E T E R N E T T I N G 

• T A R G E T N E T S 

• A N T I B A L L P L U G G I N G 

• G R A S S G E R M I N A T I O N 

• A N T I D A Z Z L E N E T T I N G 

• P A D D E D / N E T B A Y D I V I D E R S 

• C H I P P I N G N E T 

• P R A C T I C E N E T S 

• ' E P I C ' T A R G E T G R E E N 

• B A L L S T O P F E N C I N G 

T E L : O i l 79 6 6 9 6 8 4 

T e e M a t s 

» Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee 
& Practice Mat 

• Golf Course Furniture 
• Driving Range & Practice Ground 

Equipment 
• Flooring & Pathways 

T e l : 0 1 7 0 4 5 7 1 2 7 1 
Fax: 01704 571272 

TUP'tw« 
A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S 

T E E M A T S , C A R R Y M A T S 

A N D P U T T I N G 

S U R F A C E S F R O M 
CARPETITION LTD 

1 4 K a f f i r R o a d , E d g e r t o n , 

H u d d e r s f i e l d H D 2 2 A N 

Tel: (01484)428777 Fax: (01484) 423251 

T o p D r e s s i n g s 

~7V~ 
Martins 

\ / 
O F C O U R S E 

F O R 

' P i n n a c l e ^ D R E S S I N G 

• 0 A K A M 0 0 R B U N K E R S A N D 

' P i n n a c l e R O O T Z O N E S 

• P A R - L I N K P A T H W A Y G R A V E L 

M A R T I N B R O T H E R S 

Tel: 01625 614121 
F a x : 0 1 6 2 5 6 1 8 2 8 2 

0 ROOTZONES ® 
s DIVOT MIXES d „ 

a TOP-DRESSINGS 0 

A SCREENED SOILS q 
; DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS a 

A l a n H a d l e y L im i t ed , F e n t o n H o u s e , 
1 0 2 G r a z e l e y R o a d , T h r e e M i l e C r o s s , 

R e a d i n g , B e r k s h i r e R G 7 1 B J 

Tel: 0118 988 3266 
Fax: 0118 988 4538 

Have you 
found all the 

logos yet? 

T r e e P l a n t i n g 

E a s t c o t e 

N u r s e r i e s 

^ ( S o l i h u l l ) L t d 

• T r e e S p a d e h i r e 
• T r e e m o v i n g 
• S e m i m a t u r e t r e e s 

Nationwide service 
Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull, 

West Midlands B92 0JL 

T e l : 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 0 3 3 
F a x : 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 3 2 4 

PLANTING TREES 
THIS YEAR? 

We can supply the full range of native 
hardwood and softwood saplings from only 

20p each. We offer free, friendly and 
personal advice on planting schemes. 

We supply all your planting sundries, eg 
tubes, stake ties, rabbit guards etc. 

We can offer more mature trees (6ft to 
8ft tall - mainly four or five years old) for 
only £6 each if you give us flexibility on 

varieties. (Minimum order 100 with a 
guaranteed 10 different varieties) 

Free delivery on reasonable orders. 
Please give us a call for a full list 

R u t l a n d T r e e N u r s e r y 
The Windmill , Morcott , Oakham, 

Rutland. LE15 8EG 
T e l / F a x : 0 1 5 7 2 7 4 7 3 7 3 

http://www.evenproducts.com


Tree Planting 

THORPE TREES 
Thorpe I nderwood. Ouseburn, \ork Y05 ')SK 

Ô 
T o p q u a l i t y t r e e a n d 
h e d g e p l a n t s g r o w n , 
s u p p l i e d a n d p l a n t e d 

Woodland Grant Applications 

FREE advisory visit and catalogue. 
Golf course planting a speciality 

Tel: (01423) 330977 
Fax: (01423) 331348 

G R O W E R S A N D S U P P L I E R S O F H I G H 

Q U A L I T Y C U L T I V A T E D T U R F F O R A L L 

A P P L I C A T I O N S A N D A P P O I N T E D 

O F F I C I A L T U R F P R O D U C E R S 

T O W E M B L E Y S T A D I U M 

Please contact Head O f f i c e for more information: 

THE INTURF GROUP 
R e g e n t Street • P o c k l i n g t o n • York Y 0 4 2 Q N 

T e l e p h o n e 01759 304101 • Fax 01759 305229 

^J-c? a fine? class cfo grass. . . 
I wide product range 

, / f i \ 
[ G r a s s l a n d s I o 

The independent supplier with 
of turf for all applications. 
Grasslands Turf Farm 
Ashford Road, New Romney, 
Kent TN28 8TH. Tel: (01797) 
367130 • Fax: (01797) 367929 

S O V E R E I G N 

TURF 
A L L Y E A R R O U N D 

Q U A L I T Y T U R F 

SALES HOTLINES: j f Q l 
TpI; 01603 7/16229 Tel: 01603 746229 
Fax: 01603 746243 
Mob: 0850 752744 

for TGA 
APPROVED TURF 

• BLAXHALL • WOODBRIGE IP] 2 2DX 

Pro Turf 
Growers TGA 

and suppliers of quality 
cultivated Tees, 

Greens and Amenity 
Turf countrywide. 

T e l : ( 0 1 4 2 7 ) 8 9 0 7 9 7 

F a x : ( 0 1 4 2 7 ) 8 9 1 7 8 5 

N o r t h C a r r F a r m , Wes t S t o c k w i t h , 
Nr D o n c a s t e r , S o u t h Y o r k s h i r e , 

D N 1 0 4 B D 

M KOPK.W 
nmu KAss 
lAamxruHihs 

• Full range of services 
including: 
USGA rootzone testing 
Percolation rate testing 
Particle size distribution 
Nutrient Analyses and 
pH tests 

An Independent 
Materials 
Testing 
Laboratory for 
Golf 
Greenkeepers 

m IACCREDITEDI 

For further information call Ann Murray at 
European Turfgrass Laborator ies Ltd. 
Tel: 01786 449195 Fax: 01786 449688 

Q Lawns 
Growers of Quality Turf 

• Uniquely cultivated on fine 
dark soils 

• Next day deliveries 
• Quality assured company 

ISO 9002 
British Field Products Limited | is JSP • i Y 
Corkwav Drove, Hockwold, 1 >=, 
Thetford, Norfolk IP26 4JR 
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911 

Turf Dressings 

^ BAILEYS 
OF 

^ NORFOLK 
" ^ ^ supply 

P R O F E S S I O N A L T U R F D R E S S I N G S 
F O R T H E P R O F E S S I O N 
* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS 

* SAND * SCREENED TOP SOIL 
Deliveries nationwide 

B A I L E Y ' S O F N O R F O L K 
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich, 
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607 

Mobile: 0850 353603 

BOUEHTON 
LOAM LTD. 

For 
TURF DRESSINGS 
ROOT ZONE MIXES 

SCREENED TOP SOILS 
BUNKER SANDS 
HORTICULTURAL 

COMPOSTS 
Telford Way, Kettering, 

Northants 
Tel: 01536 510515 

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD 
for F e n d r e s s Top Dress ing 

• F e n d r e s s Superf ine 
• Economy Dress ing 

• Rootzone Mixes 
• Screened Fensoi l • Screened Peat 
• Screened Loam • Kiln Dried Sand 

• B u n k e r S a n d s 

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 
Fax: (01858) 434734 

Rufford 
T O P - D R E S S S U P P L I E S 

B r i t a i n s N o . 1 for 
Q U A L I T Y • S E R V I C E • 

S H E E R V A L U E F O R M O N E Y 
Fairway House. South Stage. Broadway. 

Salford Quays Manchester M5 2UQ 
Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554 

Tyres 

FLOTATION 
TURF TYRES 

• Wide Flat Treads • 
* Custom Made Wheels * 

• New and Used available • 
ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD 

Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lanes 
Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265 

Vertidraining Hire 

CABOT SPORTS 
South West 

V e r t i - d r a i n i n g S p e c i a l i s t s 

• O v e r s e e d i n g • 
• Stone B u r y i n g • 
• 4 Ton Top Dresse r • 

(flotation tyres) 
Competitive and Reliable 

Telephone: ( 0 1 1 7 ) 9 8 2 0 0 5 4 
Fax: (0117) 982 0052 

Portview Rd, Avonmouth, Bristol BS11 9LQ 

Vertidraining Hire 

This space 
could be 

working for 
you! Call 
Jenny or 

Amanda now 
on 01347 
838581 

PETER MANNINGTON 

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South 
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds 
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service 

' Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 200205 
or Mobile 0850 612061 

Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst, 
Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL 

S E W A R D 

T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E 

Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre 
Gravel Banding over seeding 

Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming 
and Top Dressing 

P h o n e York: 0 1 9 0 4 7 6 5 9 4 9 
F r e e p h o n e : 0 5 0 0 4 3 2 1 2 0 

WORTH 
V E R T I D R A I N I N G and 

H O L L O W C O R I N G H I R E 
with the R Y A N G . A . 3 0 

Contact Peter Bloodworth 
W O R T H D R A I N I N G 

Combecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266 

Meier %got Çjoif Club 

VERTIDRAINING 
Competitive rates and prompt 
service offered throughout the 

North West 
For details contact: 

Ernie Lander on 01925 291919 
or 0831 448817 

Fairway Landscapes 
GOLF COURSE & SPORTS GROUND 
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE 

Overseeding • Top Dressing • Deep Hollowcoring 
Greens • Tees • Bunkers • Drainage • Verti Draining 

Machine Hire • Visual & Verbal References 
Tel or Fax: 01726 843003 Mobile: 0468 633569 

PARKER HART 
CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS 

VERTI DRAINING • HOLLOW CORING 
TOP DRESSING • SEEDING 

SAND SLITTING • SAND BANDING 
DRAINAGE 

Qualified and experienced staff 
Plus all your sports turf, amenity and 

horticultural supplies 
Contact Anne Wicks (Contracts 
Manager) Tel: 0181 337 7791 

Fax: 0181 330 7392 

ROSS OLIVER 
SPORTS GROUND CONSTRUCTION 

AND MAINTENANCE 
• VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds 
• STONE PICKING • RYAN HOLLOW TYNER 

• SAND SPREADERS • DIRECT DRILLS 
Ĉ eystones. Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP 

Tel: (01841) 540222 Fa»: (01637) 881057 

Wetting Agents 

DRENCHER LIQUID 
Do you want to... 
• enhance water penetration? 
• aid the fight against dry patch? 
• stimulate soil microbes? 
by using... ¿ J 
• a 100% organic product 
• a non-scorching formula 

Ml i 
M \ m , 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
- , CONTACT US ON 

1 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Wood Chips 

BRYLINE LTD 
Walkway fibre 

used for golf paths 
and walkways. 

Clean, dry surface 
underfoot. 

Telephone: 
01604 864227 and 

01604 864204 

Have 
you 

located 
the 

logos 
yet? 



C l a s s i f i e d 

M a c h i n e r y For S a l e 

JOHN OSMAN GROUNDCARE LTD 
Professional and domestic grass machinery specialist 

UNIT 14, F&G MAES-Y-CLAWDD, MAESBURY ROAD, OSWESTRY, 
SHROPSHIRE, SY10 8NN TEL: 01691 671100 

Toro GM3000D Groomers, very tidy £6,950 
Toro Verti-cut units as new £1,100 
John Deere 455 22HR 48" deck, collector, 500hrs, bdy £6,980 
Ford CM224 24HR 4WD, 50' deck, very tidy £6,500 
John Deere Turf Gator Load Liner, ex demo £3,950 
John Deere 3235A Fairway mower ex demo £21,975 

Ransomes 180D floating heads 

Ransomes 180 petrol, floating & fixed heads 
Ryan Greensacre with times 
Various compact tractors 
Various sets of gangs 

A;i o-ia-s 

£3,250 
.from £2.500 

£2,250 
£1,500 

from £1,850 
from £750 

17.5% 

If the machine you want is not on the list, please phone, as list changes daily 

JOHN OSMAN GROUNDCARE LTD 

TEL: 01691 671100 

FOR SALE 
TORO 216D 

Very Good Condition 
Serviced, Ready for work 

£3,500 
inc. grassboxes 

Preston Golf C lub 
Con. D Sanders 01772 700011 

C l a s s i f i e d 

C M W 
£1,000 HOLIDAY 
COMPETITION 

Congratulations to the winner: 
Allan McDougall, 
Course Manager, 

Royal Mid-Surrey GC 

Look out for the next 
CMW offer and competition 

Recruitment 
S T O N E H A M G O L F C L U B 

Require a 

DEPUTY HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

to work on an 18 hole course 

Applicants must have at least 5 years experience as a greenkeeper and must have 
PA 1,2 and 6 Pesticide and Spraying Certificates, and City and Guilds/NVQ Levels 1 
and 2, a sound knowledge of course and man management, modern machinery, and 

irrigation systems 

Applications, which should be submitted by 21st February 1998 in writing and 
accompanied by full CV, should be sent to : 

The Secretary, Stoneham Golf Club, Monks Wood Close, Southampton SO 16 3TT 

Blackwell Grange 
Golf Gub Ltd. 

Applications are invited for the position of 

FIRST ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must possess recognised 
qualifications and be experienced in 
maintenance of a parkland course. 

Salary negotiable 
according to experience. 

Applications with CV to; 

T h e Secretary, Blackwell G r a n g e Golf C l u b Ltd. , 
Briar Close , Blackwell , D a r l i n g t o n D L 3 8 Q X 

ROTHERHAM GOLF CLUB LTD 
Applications are invited for a 

FIRST ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

The suitable applicant will be qualified to at least NVQ Levels 1 & 2 and hold current 
spraying certificates PA1, 2 and 6. 

He will be fully conversant with modern machinery and irrigation systems 

Applications in writing with current CV to; 

The Secretary, Rotherham Golf Club Ltd, Thrybergh Park, 
Thrybergh, Rotherham, South Yorkshire S65 4NU 

Sales 
Representative 
Required to sell Commercial Mowing 
Machinery, Compact Tractors & Allied 
Equipment to Golf Courses, Local 
Authorities and other commercial 
users in the South London area. 

We are main dealers for Toro 
Commercial Products, Kubota Tractors, 
Charterhouse Turf Machinery and 
Kawasaki Mule. 

The successful applicant should have 
a good knowledge of the industry, 
together with a proven sales record. 

All applications will be treated in the 
strictest confidence and must be made 
in writing to; 

John Shaw (Machinery) Ltd., 
Holmes Hill, Nr Lewes, 
East Sussex BN8 6JA 



Recruitment 

MOOR HALL GOLF CLUB LIMITED 
SUTTON COLDFIELD 

A mature 18 hole parkland course - a private members club of standing -
invites applications for the recently re-structured post of:-

HEAD GREEN KEEPER 
This will be a "hands on" appointment and responsibilities and requirements include:-

* A recognised qualification in Golf Course Management 

* A proven ability to recruit, train, motivate, appraise, and manage staff 

* Current experience in all aspects of Modern Course Management 

* An ability to contribute toward the preparations and control of budgets 

* A full knowledge of Health and Safety requirements and the ability to ensure compliance 

An attractive remuneration package is negotiable 

Mo accommodation is available, but re-location expenses will be considered if applicable 

Applicants should, in the first instance, apply in writing before 28th February 1998 with a full C.V. to :-

The Hon. Secretary, Moor Hall Golf Club Ltd, Moor Hall Drive, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B75 6LN 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
FIRST ASSISTANT 

GREENKEEPER 
Applications are invited for the above positions 

which will shortly become vacant 

Bangor is a mature, 18 hole parkland course and the applicants 
will be expected to be able to demonstrate experience in Golf 
Course Management and to hold a recognised qualification, 

appropriate to the position applied for 

T h e salaries will be negotiable, according to the experience and 
qualifications held 

Application forms are available f rom the office 

Telephone 01247 270922 

Bangor Gol f C lub , Broadway, Bangor, Co . D o w n , BT20 4 R H 

THE 
W O R C E S T E R S H I R E 

GOLF C L U B 
M A L V E R N W E L L S 

E S T A B L I S H E D 1 8 7 9 

A P P L I C A T I O N S A R E I N V I T E D FOR T H E P O S I T I O N O F 

COURSE MANAGER 
F O R O U R P I C T U R E S Q U E 1 8 H O L E P A R K L A N D C O U R S E 

S I T U A T E D AT T H E F O O T O F T H E M A L V E R N H I L L S 

A P P L I C A N T S M U S T BE F U L L Y Q U A L I F E D A N D E X P E R I E N C E D 
IN A L L A S P E C T S O F G O L F C O U R S E P R E P A R A T I O N A N D 

M A N A G E M E N T A N D F U L L Y C O N V E R S A N T W I T H M O D E R N 
M E T H O D S A N D T E C H N O L O G I E S . T H E A B I L I T Y TO L E A D A N D 

M O T I V A T E S T A F F , O R G A N I S E W O R K P R O G R A M M E S , A N D 

M A I N T A I N H E A L T H & S A F E T Y R E Q U I R E M E N T S IS E S S E N T I A L 

T H E S U C C E S S F U L A P P L I C A N T W I L L B E E N E R G E T I C , S E L F 
M O T I V A T E D A N D C O M M I T T E D TO P R E S E N T I N G T H E C O U R S E 

T O A V E R Y H I G H S T A N D A R D 

C L O S I N G D A T E : 2 8 F E B R U A R Y 1 9 9 8 

E M P L O Y M E N T TO C O M M E N C E 4 M A Y 1 9 9 8 

A C C O M M O D A T I O N P R O V I D E D 

A P P L I C A T I O N S , I N W R I T I N G T O G E T H E R W I T H A F U L L C . V . ARE 
I N V I T E D F R O M S U I T A B L E C O U R S E M A N A G E R S , H E A D G R E E N 

K E E P E R S OR A S S I S T A N T H E A D G R E E N K E E P E R S TO : 

T H E S E C R E T A R Y , T H E W O R C E S T E R S H I R E G O L F C L U B L T D , 
W O O D F A R M , M A L V E R N W E L L S , W O R C S , W R 1 4 4 P P 

T E L 0 1 6 8 4 5 7 5 9 9 2 



Recruitment 
ROYAL PORTRUSH GOLF CLUB 

Require a 

Head Greenkeeper 
Established in 1888, the Dunluce Links has been judged as one of the 

U . K ' s finest. In addition, the second Course, Valley Links is highly 
recognised in its own right. 

There is also a 9 Hole Pitch & Putt. 

Host to top Amateur and Professional Tournaments and currently 
The Senior British Open Championship. 

Royal Portrush Golf Club is a busy Members' Club who welcome visitors 
to play their Links. 

The successful applicant will possess relevant professional qualifications, 
i.e. N.VQ. 3 or equivalent and be experienced in all aspects of golf course 

management, preferably in a Links environment. 

The ability to lead and motivate staff, organise and control work pro-
grammes and maintain budgetary control is essential. 

Salary and pension will be offered, commensurate with the post and 
attributes of the successful candidate. 

Accommodation may be available 

Please apply in writing before Friday, 20th February, 1998 enclosing your C.V to: 

Wilma Erskine, Secretary/Manager, Royal Portrush Golf Club 
Dunluce Road, Portrush, B T 5 6 8JQ 

It is anticipated interviews will be held at Royal Portrush Golf Club during week 
beginning 9th March, 1998 

Applicants are invited for the position of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER/ 
COURSE MANAGER 

Founded in 1907, Scrabo Golf Club is an 18 hole, 5,722 
metres, parkland course situated 10 miles from Belfast on 

the outskirts of Newtownards, Co. Down. 

We are seeking a top class Head Greenkeeper/Course 
Manager with a proven record. Applicants should have 

at least 5 year's experience as a Head Greenkeeper or 
assistant at a mature course. 

Applicants must be fully versed in modern methods, 
proven man management skills, the ability to prepare 

and monitor work programmes and budgets is essential 

Applications in writing, enclosing a full CV by 
28th February 1988 to :-

General Manager, Scrabo Golf Club, 233 Scrabo Road, 
Newtownards, BT23 4SL, Co. Down, Northern Ireland 

Crow Wood Golf Club Limited 
Applicants are invited from suitably qualified greenkeepers for the position of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
In order to obtain an Application Form and 

Job Description, applicants should contact:-

M r I M c l n n e s , Secretary, Crow W o o d G o l f C l u b , G a r n k i r k H o u s e , 

C u m b e r n a u l d R o a d , M u i r h e a d , Glasgow G 6 9 9 J F 

MERRIST WOOD GOLF CLUB 
requires a 

Deputy Head Greenkeeper 
for our 18-hole championship length course 

You will have suitable experience and hold relevant 
qualifications together with supervisory skills. We offer 
a competitive salary and accommodation may be available. 
Further details and application form available from 
Rosemary Todd (Personnel), Merrist Wood College, 
Worplesdon, Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE. Tel: 01483 884055. 
Closing date for completed applications: Friday 20th February 
1998. 



Leatherjackets can cause massive damage to fine turf. That's why you need a 
pesticide you know you can rely on. 

Crossfire was one such product and now it's back and and re-invented for the 
new millennium 

Its special new formulation is super-concentrated for maximum effect to ensure 

rapid and reliable control of leatherjackets and frit fly at low doses, stopping 

serious damage before it starts. 

Safe for use on any tur f t ype , t h e r e ' s on ly one sure way to deal w i t h 

leatherjackets - Crossfire 480 - it's back from the future. 

FYFIELD ROAD, ONGAR, ESSEX CM5 OHW. TEL: 01277 301114 FAX: 01277 301119. 
CROSSFIRE 480 CONTAINS CHLORPYRIFOS. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY. USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 

C r o s s f i r e is a t r a d e m a r k o f D o w E l a n c o 

not a blast from the past, 

more a glimpse of the future 

i N s m N B s m n i a w 



Recruitment 
R E A D I N G G O L F C L U B L T D 

An established Private Members 18 Hole Parkland Course, requires an 

A S S I S T A N T 

GREENKEEPER 
The successful candidate should have a minimum of three years experience in all 

aspects of course maintenance. Qualifications preferable, but not essential 

No Accommodation 

Apply in writing with full C.V. to :-

The Manager, Reading Golf Club, 17 Kidmore End Road, Emmer Green, 
Reading, Berks. RG4 8SG Tel: 01189 472909 

The South Staffordshire Golf Club Ltd 
Applications are invited from qualified greenkeepers for the position of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
At this prestigious 18 hole parkland golf course situated in Tettenhall near Wolverhampton 

Applicants must be experienced in all aspects of greenkeeping with appropriate 
qualifications and have a practical knowledge of modern machinery and irrigation 

systems with good organisational and management skills. A sound knowledge of the 
current Health and Safety regulations is also required. 

A bungalow on the course is available. Salary negotiable 

Apply in writing with full CV to: 

J Macklin, Secretary/Manager The South Staffs Golf Club Limited 
Danescourt Road, Tettenhall, Wolverhampton WV6 9BQ 

UPMINSTER GOLF CLUB LTD 
Invites applications for the position of 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

The Head Greenkeeper will be responsible for, 

Maintenance and presentation of Golf Course 
to the highest standards 

Supervision, training and development of all Greenkeeping staff 

The successful candidate will have strong working knowledge of 
all modern Golf course management practises, and have held a 

position of Head or Deputy Head Greenkeeper 

Salary and conditions of service negotiable depending on 
qualifications and experience. Accommodation is available. 

Please send curriculum vitae by 28th February 1998 to: 

The Secretary, Upminster Golf Club Ltd, 114, Hall Lane, 
Upminster, Essex, RM14 1AU 

BRISTOL & CLIFTON GOLF CLUB 

D E P U T Y H E A D 

GREENKEEPER 
This long established Golf Club at Failand, on the outskirts of Bristol, seeks a 

Deputy Head Greenkeeper, to fill the vacancy created by recent promotion. 
The person appointed will have had several years of appropriate experience, 

and be qualified at or working towards NVQ Level 3 

Applications in writing with CV to the Managing Secretary, Bristol & Clifton 
Golf Club, Beggar Bush Lane, Failand, Bristol BS8 3TH 

BOXMOOR GOLF CLUB 
We currently have a vacancy for a 

GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be fully qualified with a practical knowledge 

of modern greenkeeping methods and budgetary control 

Please apply in writing enclosing a full C.V. to :-

T h e Secretary, Boxmoor Golf Club, 18 Box Lane, Boxmoor, 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2 ODJ 

B R I T I S H S E E D H O U S E S 

Bewsey Industrial Estate, Warrington WAS SLE 
Telephone 01925 654411 Facsimile 01925 230682 

e-mail: bshwarr.co.uk 

S E E D S - S E R V I C E - S O L U T I O N S 
February 1998 Greenkeeper International 57 



Feature listing 
f rom January '96 
January '96; Greens Mowers; 
National Survey of Golf Greens; Stress 
Management 

February '96; Newbury Race Course 
GC; Health and Safety; Machinery 
Maintenance; Sprayers; Trees 

March '96; Industrial Tribunals; 
Irrigation; Health and Safety; Seed 
Technology; The Dukes Course, St 
Andrews; Temple Golf Club; Grass 
Cutting Technology 

April '96; Brush Cutters; Ear 
Defenders; Forest of Arden Golf & 
Country Club; Golf in Asia; Turf 
Production; Environment 
May '96; Aeration; Lingdale GC; 
Pumps; Security and Vandalism; 
Furniture and Fittings; Risk Assessment 

June '96; Compaction; Seacroft GC; 
Education; Health and Safety; 
Architecture - East Herts GC; Fighting 
Annual Meadow Grass 

July '96; Loaders, diggers and exca-
vators; Royal Lytham GC; Protective 
Clothing; Modern Apprenticeships; 
Irrigation 

August '96; Turf Tissue Analysis; 
Environmental Communication; 
Assessors; Tee Mats 
September '96; Budgeting; 
Greenkeeping in Finland; Kings Acre 
GC; Grinding; Role of Training 
Providers; Blowers 

October '96; Drainage; 
The Wentworth Club 

November '96; Irrigation Equipment; 
St Andrews; The Oaks GC; Engines 
December '96; Maintenance 
Facilities; History of the Mower; 
Mentmore Golf and Country Club 

January '97; Trees; Tenby GC; 
Communication; Addressing the imbal-
ance in Sports Turf ; Hiring Equipment 
February '97; Attending to the 
Details; Computers; Fertilisers; 
Rudding Park 

March '97; Making Machinery Last; 
Computers; Irrigation; Musselburgh 
Old Links; STRI; Defining Playing 
Performance; Compact Tractors 
April '97; Turf Quality; The London 
Club; Computers; Electric Greens 
Mower; Course Accessories; Ecology; 
Aerators 

May '97; Data Tagging; Naunton 
Downs GC; Alternative Spikes; 
Suspended Water Table Greens; 
Shallow Aerators; Working in Germany 

June '97; Drought Survival; 
Cooden Beach; Monitoring the 
Weather; Slitters 

July '97; Royal Troon GC; Speed of 
Putting Surfaces; Mowers 

August '97; Maintenance Facilities; 
Heather Management; Bunker Rakes; 
Workshops; Architecture; Kedleston 
Park GC 

September '97; Accident Reporting; 
Greens Mowers; Valderrama GC; Links 
Courses 

October '97; Environment; 
Recruitment; Abbeydale GC; 
Rough Mowers; Soil Analysis 

November '97; Environment 
Competition; Bank Cutting; 
Risk Assessment; Pumps 
December '97; Seed Development; 
Longhirst Hall GC; Toro Awards; 
Fertiliser Spreaders; Communication 

January '98; FEGGA Conference; 
Buying Power Equipment; Elmwood 
GC; Mobile Phones; Traffic 
Management; Spraying; Environment 

I^s \ SEE IT... AS I 

a 
Chairman 

Just over twelve months ago when 
Pat asked me to be his Vice 
Chairman, I took a deep breath and 
asked for a day or two to think it 
over. I had just got used to thinking 
about the time I would have spare 
having decided to stand down as 
Regional Administrator a few 
weeks before. 

May I say now my answer was 
never in doubt. How could it be? 
There is no greater honour for a 
member of BIGGA than to be your 
Chairman. I only hope I can do the 
job half as well as all our Chairmen 
in the past. I am lucky to be asked 
at a point in my life when I can give 
as much time as is needed, but I am 
also very mindful of how it will 
affect those who follow. Every 
greenkeeper's job must come first 
so I intend to look very carefully at 
how some of the workload may be 
shared by National Board mem-
bers, particularly in their regions. 
We must never put members jobs 
in jeopardy by expecting too much 
from them or their club. 

I am very fortunate to have men 
like Walter Woods, Pat Murphy my 
Vice Chairman George Brown, 
along with the Board members who 
I am sure will give me all the help 
and advice I need. However I also 
have Neil Thomas and his staff to 
rely on through the year. 

1998 will see the building of out-
new H Q at Aldwark. Many of you 
will have seen the plans or model 
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solid 
foundations 

on view at events over the 
last few months and now 
look forward to seeing the 
real thing later this year. 
It's all very exciting and a 
far cry from the portacabin 
sized building start just 
eleven years ago. 1, like 
many of you can only mar-
vel at the progress made on 
our behalf which would 
have been impossible with-
out the support of the R & 
A and trade companies but 
also impossible without the 
dedication of our staff 
along with National, 
Region and Section Board 
members. It just shows 
what can be achieved when 

we all pull together. 
My first function as Chairman 

was the BTME banquet and what 
an extravaganza it turned out to be, 
it just has to be the best yet. The 
entertainment was superb with Lee 
Hurst and Linda Nolan giving us a 
night to remember. The food and 
service was excellent only to be sur-
passed with the company I was in. 
The night ended on a real high note 
with our very own Executive 
Director trying to keep up the tra-
dition of Welsh vocalists by singing 
'my ding-a-ling' with Linda sat on 
his knee. Well done Neil! The only 
sad part for me was that my wife 
Marion was unable to attend owing 
to ill-health. 

The greenkeepers week in 
Harrogate each January just seems 
to get better and better. The 
National Education Conference 
which starts the week off running 
along side the fully booked work-
shops give the whole week real 
impetus. The exhibition was once 
again a big success, what more can 
I say which hasn't already been said 
about the BTME. It was fantastic! I 
only heard high praise for the sem-
inar programme which runs in con-
junction with the exhibition. 

No praise is high enough for our 
staff and helpers who put the whole 
week together for us so efficiently. 
Anyone who has not been to the 
BTME week should really make an 
effort to come along next year 

because you don't know what you 
are missing. 

I had a pleasant task at the 
National Conference of launching 
the 'Buy a Brick' campaign through 
a grand raffle. The tickets and 
badges were sold by the National 
Board members who will continue 
selling them until the draw, which 
takes place at our Anniversary 
Tournament at Aldwark in June. All 
monies raised will go into the 
Building Fund for our new 
Headquarters and Education Unit 
which will be a real asset to us all 
now and in the future. If you 
haven't already taken part please 
try your best to do so at your earli-
est opportunity. I would like to 
thank those who have already 
bought their tickets and badges and 
I would also like to add a big 
thanks to the South West & South 
Wales Region, the North of 
Scotland, East Midland and Sussex 
Sections for their donations to the 
Fund. Their generosity is very 
much appreciated and when the 
dust settles we will bring you up to 
date will all amounts raised. 

Before closing I would just like to 
pay tribute to Dean Cleaver and 
Barry Heaney who stood down 
from the Board at the AGM. They 
have both given us real service and 
dedication for many years and at 
the same time been true ambas-
sadors for BIGGA. They are a cred-
it to the Association and 
themselves. Taking Dean and 
Barry's place on the Board, I wish 
to extend a warm welcome to my 
Vice Chairman, Mr George Brown 
and to Mr Ian Holoran represent-
ing the Northern Region. 
Meanwhile the National Board and 
myself, along with the staff will do 
our best to serve you well this com-
ing year, and wish all a successful 
season ahead and 1 look forward to 
meeting as many of you as possible. 

Gordon Child 
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European Headquarters 
TheToro Company 

Homelife H o u s e 
26-32 O x f o r d R o a d 

Bournemouth 
Dorset B H 8 8 E Z 

Phone: 0 1 2 0 2 - 2 0 9 - 2 8 1 
Fax: 0 1 2 0 2 - 2 0 9 - 2 8 4 

Valderrama, Spain—site of the 1997 Ryder Cup. 

Worldwide Headquarters 
The Toro Company 

8111 L y n d a l e A v e n u e Sou th 
M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n e s o t a 5 5 4 2 0 U S A 

P h o n e : (1) 6 1 2 - 8 8 8 - 8 8 0 1 
Fax: (1) 6 1 2 - 8 8 7 - 8 2 5 8 

The Toro Company is honored to be a part of the histoiy 

of golf. Since 1921, we've been providing turf care 

solutions to help create beautiful and challenging 

courses around the world. Now the history continues at 

courses including Pinehurst, site of the 1999 U.S. Open; 

Valderrama, site of the 1997 Ryder Cup and more than 

90% of the Omega Asian PGA tournament courses. 

Toro is proud to help greenkeepers with today's 

demands in turf maintenance equipment and irriga-

tion. And we 're proud that only Toro can provide both 

solutions to our customers. It is this dedication we 

call Total Solutions. Meeting the unique needs of 

your individual course with a full range of products. 

Developing technology that saves you time and 

money. And adding value for you through local parts 

and after-sales service. 

The rest is history. 
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The drencher range of W E T T I N G AGENTS offers 
a formulation for every situation and location. 
DRENCHER L IQUID is one of the markets leading 
wetting agents, it is not only 100% organic but 
also has a high content of natural sugars which 
have been shown to aid in the stimulation of 
beneficial bacteria. Also available in the range 
are Drencher W.A. Pellets and Drencher 1-2-3 
Pellets both of which are applied through the 
Drencher Gun, the U .K ' s leading hose end 
applicator gun. 

Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX 

Tel: +(44) 0118 951 0033 
Fax: +(44) 0118 951 0044 
http://www.AmenityTechnology.com 

PIC I 
TIME 0.0 sec 

SURFACE 
H Y D R O P H O B I C 

SOIL 

PIC 3 

TIME 2.8 sec 
Ultraflo enters soil I 

All independent trails were carried 
out on products marketed and 
sold in 1997 

I PIC 2 
I TIME 0.9 sec 
I Both Drencher & 
I Primer 604 have 
I penetrated the soil 

I PIC4 

TIME 600 sec 
(10 minutes) 
After 10 minutes 
neither the Control 
or Permeate have 
entered the soil 
profile 

http://www.AmenityTechnology.com

