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The worm has turned ...
Dear Sir,
Having read the article on worms

and having been a groundsman and
greenkeeper for a fong time I can
assure everyone that the problem
cannot be overstated as Nick Park,
so rightly says.

I took over a course in 1976 that
was considering spending vast sums
of money on drainage and managed
to persuade them to spray the fair-
ways with Chlordane. the difference
was nothing short of miraculous. We
ended up putting in two drains in
low places and mole ploughing one
fairway. The course became playable
right through the winter and the
grass was springy and clean to play
off.

In the 60s I worked at a course

where a shovel was kept in the cab of
the tractor to scrape the mud off the
rollers of the gang mowers, after cut-
ting half a fairway. There was no
point in matting or brushing the
casts first as it is never dry enough
on a parkland course in winter and
the casts are only smeared and
spread.

What I'm leading up to is why did
BIGGA, the lOG, the R&A, the Golf
Unions and the chemical companies
not take a stand against the banning
of Chlordane?

It is deemed an environmentally
unacceptable form of control, but
why? It is persistent in the ground
and therefore does not need to be
used more than every five to ten
years. Why is this a problem?

Do people think after another war,
perhaps nuclear, that they will need
to plough golf courses up to plant
vegetabfes? I read once that golf
courses take up less than half of one
percent of this country. Not a large
amount is it?

After spraying Chlordane I've
never seen golfers (or spray opera-
tors) dropping like flies, so one could
only assume that it did them no
harm.

The most important fact about
Chlordane was that it stayed put and
did not spread. Worms would live
and work quite happily right up to
the line where the Chlordane had
been sprayed. Indeed if a piece, even
a metre by half a metre was missed in
the middle of a fairway worms would

be found casting in that slither of
ground with clean areas all around!

Is it too late for BIGGA and the
other bodies, to move in the right
channels for a reversal of this deci-
sion?

I am sure if it was overturned a
company would have a ready market
for its product - or are the chemical
companies making too much money
from the short lived, vastly over-
priced, alternatives?

When courses are dosed for three
or four months a year (and golfers
only pay a three quarter subi') will
the sport' s governin~ bodies hold up
their hands and say' We allowed this
to happen"?
William Pile
Fingle Glen GC


