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Sitting composing this a mere 50 hours after
Mark O'Meara had elinched his second Major of
the year the events of Royal Birkdale are still fresh
in the mind... if fresh is a word which can be
applied to me, the rest of the BIGGA
Headquarters staff and the 55 members of the
Greenkeeping Support Team. It is a hectic week
full of hard work, early starts, late finishes and
innumerable candles being attacked from both
ends.

For me the week will be remembered for a well
deserving winner who displayed the best course
management skills and three shots which will go
down as among the best ever played in their par-
ticular circumstances.

First, Tiger Wood's 35 foot putt at the last to give
himself a chance of a place in a play-off. He has a
history of making crucial clutch putts and
although his putting through the week had been
iffy the odds on him holing out when he needed to
were to those who knew his reputation, evens at
worst. Then there was Brian Watts' bunker shot
which will surely earn its place, up there with
Sandy Lyle's to the 18th at Augusta and Bob
Tway's to win the '87 US PGA as one of the great-
est ever played. With the pressure he was under, .
given a perfect lie, to get it to six feet would have
been an achievement but with one foot in and the
other out of the bunker the result was extraordi-
nary and would have made him a worthy
Champion.

However, despite those heroics the '98 Open will
probably be best remembered for a 17 year-old
professional-in-waiting who showed that even
under the spotlight golf can, indeed should, be fun.

Justin Rose's chip from thick rough short of the
green proved that there is such a thing as fate and
will contest the title of, "Most spectacular Sign off
to an Amateur Career" with the Lamborgini-win-
ning hole-in-one of the Sunday Telegraph golf cor-
respondent recently.

Such achievements are only possible when peo-
ple become inspired and there is no doubt that the
work of Chris Whittle and his team inspired the
players fortunate enough to play in the
Championship.

Certainly the condition of the course impressed
the members of the Support team and the many
experienced greenkeepers who visited during the
week. The general consensus was that no Open
had every been played over a better conditioned
course.

The team itself had never looked smarter thanks
to a splendid sponsorship deal with Stylo, which
saw everyone sporting smart baseball caps, shirts,
fleeces and shoes. Also thanks are due to Standard
Golf, who supplied rakes, and Hayter who, for the
fourth successive year provided a Hayter Harrier

mower as a prize for the increasingly
popular Great BIGGA Bunker

Competition run in the Media
Centre.

All these companies
help to ensure that, at

the biggest golfing
event of the year, the
work of BIGGA and
its members is
shown off to its best
advantage.
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Features
19 Thar' She Blows

Roland Taylor has a whale of a time examining the
world of the leaf blower.

23 In Praise of Fescue
Master Greenkeeper Gordon Irvine, has gone
down the path of overseeding with fescue at Mill
Ride GC with some excellent results.

28 The Big Picture
On course training has its pluses and minuses.
Philip Michael Sharples wrote a thesis on the sub-
ject at college and reports on his findings.

The Future is Orange ... and Green
Following the most talked about take-over of the
last 12 months, Peter Wilson, now President of
Textron Turf and Specialty Products, gives an
extended interview to Greenkeeper International
Editor, Scott MacCallum.

31

43 Royal Birkdale wins The Open
The BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team was in
fine form at the 127th Open Championship but,
brought to a peak by Chris Whittle and his team,
it was the course which stole the show.

49 Upwardly Mobile
BIGGA:s Golf Day sponsored by BT Mobile, was
a great success with some great fun, great golf,
great weather and great food. In other words it
was just great!

54 Prime Stake
Top Golf course photographer Brian Morgan, has
some strong views about the use of hazard stakes
on the golf course. They are worth listening to.

56 The Price of Roads
South East Regional Administrator, Derek
Farrington looks at some courses in his Region for
whom the advent of new roads have had major
consequences.

59 Frankly My Dear We All Give a Damn ...
In two months Atlanta welcomes the two teams
for the second Hayter International Cup and three
magnificent courses have been chosen to host the
match,

See you at Windsor
Once again Saltex is just around the corner and
our preview gives an clue as to what to expect
when you arrive at the Show.

63

70 Nightmares from Nematodes
Dr Catherine York, of the STRI, has noted an
increase in the amount of Ditylenchus. and asks if
any BIGGA members have noticed any signs of it.

@ In Praise of Fescue

@ Thar' She Blows



COURSE CARD

HOLE FRONT NINE HOLE BACK NINE
1 Ball bunion (Old)

7 Ha Valle GC

10 Ma noliaGC
2 The Belfr (Brabazon) 11 Merrist Wood GC
3 Carden Park GC 12 Readin GC
4 Celtie Manor (Championship) 13 Ring of Kerry G&CC
5 Coombe Hill GC 14 Ro al Wimbledon GC
6 Forest of Arden Hotel G&C Club 15 St Enedoe GC

16 Sunnin dale Golf Club
8 The Honourable Com an of Edinbur h Golfers 17 TheW ardGC
9 Killarney G&F Club (New) 18 Yeovil GC

If you want a reliable irrigation system that has
proven itself follow the course leader

For more than two years the Rain Bird Maxi
Nimbus computer control system has been the
only Windows operated system for decoders and
satellites in Europe.

AllRain Bird systems are installed and maintained
by highly experienced contractors, with technical
support and backup provided direct from Rain
Bird.

Rain Bird Maxi Nimbus systems have been
installed on 18 Golf Courses in the UK and Ireland
together with Rain Bird Eagle sprinklers.

A future course is under development to include
Farnham GC, Cavisham GC, Royal St Georges,
Southport and Ainsdale, Royal Cinque Ports,
Richmond GC, Ballybunion (New) and Woburn
(New) due for installation this year.

In fact more than 70 Rain Bird Nimbus systems
have been installed in Europe alone.

Rain Bird Europe S.A.R.L.
535, Rue Georges Claude
B.p.12000
Aix-en-Provence, Cedex 3
FRANCE
Phone: (33) 442244461
Fax: (33) 4 42 24 24 12

GOLF IRRIGATION

Rain Bird U.K. Sales
Phon~01273891326

Fax: 01273 891327

Rain Bird U.K. Field Service
Phone:01213581883

Fax: 0121 3581891



see us on stand Q 14
SALIEX··:

If wear and tear is knocking the stuffing out of your course, its time

to toughen up your act with a new product from the world leaders in

rootzone stabilisation fibres. The unique, crimped profile of

LOKSAND fibre will bring back the bounce and give long-lasting

durability to high-wear areas of turf.

Sports, Amenities, Landscaping
8-10 September '98 Windsor Racecourse

The stabilising influence
r-en
l!)

'i Call Simon Senior for the very latest successstory in sport
II::

~ Plasticisers Fibres Limited, Drighlington, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD I 1 I BY England. Tel: 01 13 285 2202 Fax: 01 13 285 3328



E&S Sportsground Contractors/
Kestral Golf Ltd held a football
tournament at Motspur Park
recently for greenkeepers,
groundsmen and trade.

The London English team
endued up victorious which was
particularly disappointing to the
London Scottish team who had to
sit and watch Scotland's unlucky

Contributing Golf Clubs
Ashton-in-
Makerfield GC
Banchory GC
Beaconsfield GC
Bedale GC
Bingley St Ives GC
Birchwood GC
Bishops Stortford GC
Blackmoor GC
Brancepeth Castle GC
Bristol & Clifton GC
Bromborough GC
Bungay & Waveney
Valley GC
Cardigan GC
Chestfield GC
Childwall GC
Chipping Norton GC
Chorlton-Cum-Hardy
GC
Churston GC
Clitheroe GC
ConwyGC
Cooden Beach GC
Coombe Hill GC
Coombe Wood GC

Copt Heath GC
Coventry Hearsall GC
Coxmoor GC
Crompton &
Royton GC
Dore & Totley GC
Dunfermline GC
Edenmore GC
Enfield GC
Flamborough Head GC
Glenbervie GC
Goodwood GC
Habberley GC
Haggs Castle GC
Halifax GC
Haltwhistle GC
Ham Manor GC
Hampstead GC
Handsworth GC
Hankley Common GC
Haywards Heath GC
Henley GC
Hindhead GC
Ipswich GC
Kilmarnock (Barassiel
GC

defeat to Brazil in the World Cup
later in the day.

Richard Veitch, Managing
Director of Kestral Golf Ltd, pre-
sented George Barr, of BIGGA's
Board of Management, with a
cheque for £500 towards the
Association's Building Fund. E&S
will also present a cheque for £250
to the lOG's Education Funds.

Kirby Muxloe GC
Knowle GC
Lincoln GC
Little Aston GC
Loch Lomond GC
Longniddry GC
Malone GC
Manchester GC
Masham GC
Merrist Wood GC
Moor Hall GC
Moortown GC
Moray GC
Mullion GC
Murrayfield GC
Nairn GC
Normanby Hall GC
North Hants GC
North Oxford GC
North Wilts GC
Northenden GC
Pollok GC
Potters Bar GC
Purley Downs GC
Pyle and Kenfig GC
Ranfurly Castle GC

Ravelston GC
Ravensworth GC
Roehampton GC
Royal Birkdale GC
Royal Burgess Golf
Society
Royal Cinque Ports GC
Royal Guernsey GC
Royal Liverpool GC
Royal Porthcawl GC
Royal Portrush GC
Royal St Georges GC
Royal West Norfolk GC
Royal Wimbledon GC
Sandy Lodge GC
Scarcroft GC
Seacroft GC
Sedbergh GC
Sherwood Forest GC
Sitwell Park GC
Sonning GC
St Andrews
St Bees GC
Stand GC
Stanmore GC
Sundridge Park GC

Sunningdale GC
Sutton Coldfield GC
Swinley Forest GC
Tain GC
Tandridge GC
Temple GC
Tenby Golf GC
Tenterden GC
The Wisley GC
Thorpeness GC
Tidworth Garrison GC
Tulliallan GC
Tynemouth GC
Tyrrells Wood GC
Uttoxeter GC
Wakefield GC
WalmleyGC
Walton Heath GC
West Byfleet GC
Whitley Bay GC
Whittington Heath GC
Woburn G&CC
Worcestershire GC
Worksop GC
York GC

Opening of Nicklaus-designed course
Master Greenkeeper Andy

Campbell had his hands full on
the Monday of Open week with
the opening of the new Jack and
Steve Nicklaus designed course at
Carden Park Hotel, Golf Resort
and Spa, near Chester.

Course Manager Andy had to
cope with a 3000 strong gallery
who had come to watch the inau-
gural match between the great
man Jack Nicklaus himself and
former Masters Champion and
European number one, Ian
Woosnam.

Nicklaus has previously with-
drawn from The Open
Championship - the first time he
had missed it for since 1961- but
was desperate to fulfil his com-
mitment to Carden Parle

He flew into the UK on the
morning of the opening and,
despite obvious discomfort,
thrilled the galleries with a com-
mentary and description of the
match and the magnificent new
course.

Caddying for the big two where
Woosnam's Welsh World Cup of
Golf winning partner, David
Llewelyn, who carried Nicklaus'
bag and Ian Botham who totted
the Woosnam bag.

Carden Park now boasts 192
room hotel, 45 holes, a Jack
Nicklaus Golf School and a
health spa with swimming pool,
gymnasium, aerobic studio, ten-
nis course, and mountain bike
trails.

Carden Park, built by Kestral
Golf Ltd, has also recently taken
delivery of £300,000 worth of
John Deere equipment.

From the
Chairman's
desk ...

It is with great regret that due to
a lack of support the National
Tournament for 1998 has had to
be cancelled.

This is certainly no reflection on
Scotts, who in partnership with
BIGGA staff, were preparing a
wonderful event at a superb venue
but is purely down to the lack of
support from BIGGA members.

However from this major disap-
pointment comes the opportunity
for us to bring this event into the
21 st century and this we intend to
do for 1999.

Details will be announced in the
near future.

May I say again how grateful we
were for the support so willingly
provided by both Scotts and the
Letham Grange Resort who were
so understanding of the circum-
stances which prevailed.

I would like to stress that any
BIGGA event can only be success-
ful with the support of its mem-
bers and in this regard, members'
views are always welcome.

Gordon Child.

Stateside link
for Merrist
Wood College
Merrist Wood College, in con-
junction with Grass Roots
Trading Company and Amenity
Solutions Ltd, has created a
library based computer link to
Michigan State University's
"Turfgrass Information File".
Access will be available to all
commercial greenkeepers or
turf managers as well as stu-
dents at Merrist Wood.
"We do not have a restricted
access policy at Merrist Wood.
We want to encourage the
industry to come in to the col-
lege to look at and use our
extensive facilities," said
Senior Lecture in Turf
Agronomy, David Rhodes.
The computer link allows read-
ers to source or research infor-
mation about all aspects of the
turf world. Entering a key word
will produce a bibliography or
abstract list of all published
work that makes reference to
a chosen subject area. A full
copy can then be printed off.
"I have been extremely
impressed with Merrist Wood's
facilities and their commitment
to the future of turf grass
training in the UK," said Grass
Hoots Managing Director,
Jamie Bennett.
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,.s5'STANT GREEN~- Profile

Usually the spotlight falls on
the Course Manager or Head

Greenkeeper at a Club.
Now it is the turn of those

whose work often goes
unheralded to star.

Name: Ben Whelton

Club: Menist Wood GC

Position: Assistant
Greenkeeper /Inigation
Technician

Age: 21

1. How long have you been
a greenkeeper?
Four years

2. What education are you
currently undertaking?
NVQ Level 3 and the BTLIA
Certificate in Turf lnigation

3. Which one task do you
most enjoy doing?
Cutting Fairways

4. Which one task do you
most dislike doing?
Cleaning Sludge traps

5. What job other than
greenkeeping might you
have ended up doing?
Always wanted to work on turf

6. Who has been the biggest
influence on your career?
10m Smith, Head Greenkeeper
at Menist Wood

7. What would you do to
improve the life of a green-
keeper?
A more understanding and clos-
er relationship between green-
keepers and members

8. What are your hobbies?
Watching Chelsea and playing
golf

9. What do you get out of
BIGGA?
A good monthly magazine and
an excellent show in BTME

10. What do you hope to be
doing in 10 years time?
Course Manager or Head
Greenkeeper at a high profile
course

8 Greenkeeper International August 1998

Hayter'S enduring Harrier rear
roller lawnmower has been voted
"Product of the Decade" by read-
ers of Lawn & Garden
Equipment.

The poll, which was commis-
sioned by the magazine to cele-
brate its tenth anniversary,
resulted in a clear win for a prod-
uct that first entered the market
in 1970.

Now in its fourth form, the
Harrier was the trail-blazer of
rotary mowers that make stripes.
With thousands of satisfied and
loyal users over the past 28
years, this accolade is a fitting
tribute to the machine's place in

BIGGA support grou
The Midland Region has set up

a support group on a trial basis.
Because of the many factors
involved in forming such a pro-
ject, it was thought advisable to
begin with a trial which would
serve as a learning time, allowing
us to assess demand and costs
before embarking upon further
training for support group (mem-
bers) for other regions.

"The formation of this project
comes from the many concerns we
have about the high percentage of
greenkeepers who are suffering
from stress as a result of pressure
at work. This often has a knock-
on effect, leading to more serious
illness, thus affectin~ families and
also places of work, said BIGGA

Past Chairman Paddy McCarron.
"We are also aware that the

demands on today's greenkeepers
are many and varied and ever-
increasing with all-year-round
golf. People's expectations at
times are too high for the green-
keeper to deal with and because of
financial constraints and course
limitations and/or poor communi-
cations, difficulties build up. It
may be that the golf club and the
greenkeeper are just not compati-
ble," explained Paddy.

It is also a concern that too
many greenkeepers are looking to
change their jobs, often for the
wrong reasons as many may be
suffering from stress during the
time that their grievances are

developing. What we are saying is:
Talk to us first.

"Our desire is to see more green-
keepers happy in their work and
more golf clubs happy with their
greenkeepers. We do not promise
success - that depends on you, but
we are there to talk to," said
Paddy.

The service will be totally confi-
dential and the only cost to the
caller will be that of the telephone
call. Appointments will be neces-
sary if someone wishes to talk in
person.

Thanks to A.L.S. Amenity Land
Services for their financial sup-
port of this worthy cause

Telephone: 0116 2739189 or
01480437507

A Royal occasion for Chris
Christofer Rawlings, (right)

who was a runner-up in last
year's Toro Student of the Year
Award, visited Buckingham
Palace recently to receive a silver
medal from the Duke of
Edinburgh.

Chris (25), of Rodway Hill
Golf Complex, Gloucestershire,
was voted top Level 3 Sports Turf
Maintenance City and Guilds
NVQ student in the country
after put forward for the award
by Hartpury College.

"It was a great honour and
quite an experience," explained
Chris, who was working at Royal
Birkdale with Alan Owen, the
other runner-up in last year's
Toro Student Award.

"Congratulations to Chris on
his wonderful achievement. It
really does show that our educa-
tion system, including NVQs, is
working well," said BIGGA
Chairman, Gordon Child.

Hayter Harrier is voted
"Product of the Decade"

history. Commenting on the
announcement of the award,
Hayter's Sales & Marketing
Director, Kim Macfie, said :
"This is tremendous news - very
exciting. We have always loved
our Harrier model and this
acknowledgment is a super vote
of confidence for all our staff,
our specialist dealers and our
customers" .

"What is doubly pleasing is
that this award comes from the
people who really know their
products - those that sell them
and those that use them. To be
recognised for excellence by ones
peers, is always very special."

BTME places
filling up fast'

Places are filling up fast for the
annual trip by the South West and
South Wales Region to BTME to
the extent that Regional
Administrator, Paula Humphries,
is considering booking a second
coach to travel directly up the Ml
to Harrogate from somewhere in
Hampshire.

If there is space left this coach
facility will be available to mem-
bers from other Regions at a cost
of £25 return. Hotel accommoda-
tion may also be available at
£3~.50 per per.son per night in a
twin room shanng.

All enquiries should be directed
to Paula Tel: 01363 82777.



Wentworth sign up
big deal with Toro
The Wentworth Club has

signed an agreement committing
itself to Toro as the exclusive
provider of both machinery and
irrigation products for the next
five years.

It is the latest in a series of
"big-name" signings by The Toro
Company and its UK distribu-
tors Lely and Hydroscape with
the next two Open venues
Carnoustie and St Andrews, as
well as The Oval and
Murrayfield becoming Toro
users.

Wentworth's 54 holes are
already irrigated by Toro and the
majority of equipment is also
Toro but Director and Course
Manager Chris Kennedy said
that did not stop Wentworth
from speaking with other suppli-
ers before committing to Toro
this time.

The machinery side of the con-
tract will see £800,000 work of
Toro kit supplied to Wentworth
in two phases this year and next.
Phase one comprises a replace-
ment fleet valued at just over
£250,000 for the West Course
and a further £355,000 worth of
other equipment for delivery this
year while phase two, to com-
plete the contract, is scheduled
for spring '99.

As for irrigation all three cours-
es already have Toro systems so
the new contract is for mainte-
nance, repairs and some possible
replacement or updating later of
control systems.

"We chose Toro for our first job
and we've been pleased to keep
with them ever since. We felt
more comfortable putting both
our irrigation and equipment

with one manufacturer. It's easi-
er to mana&e, plus we can get a
better deal, ' explained Chris.

"Toro is the only manufacturer
that can provide machinery and
irrigation products and
Wentworth chose us for both
because it makes sound econom-
ic sense," said Tore's European
Sales Manager, Bob
Buckingham.

Scottish National Tournament
West Kilbride Golf Club was

the venue for the the Scottish
National this year by kind per-
mission of the Captain and
committee.

Conditions on the day were
pretty miserable with rain for-
ever present. However this did
not dampen the enthusiasm of
the members who attended and
some very fine scores were
returned and the course was in
excellent condition due to the
efforts of Jim Paton and his
staff.

At the end of the day the
prizes were presented by the

Captain, John Lyon, who was
able to congratulate young
Barry Crawford, of Old
Prestwick GC, who became
Scottish Champion for 1998.

Among the other winners
were BfGGA Vice Chairman,
Elliott Small, who won the
Veteran prize.

Prize Winners.
Scottish Champion SGGA Challenge
Cup - B.Crawford, Old Prestwick GC
Scr 70.
Best Nett Friendship Trophy - I. Miller,
Cowal GC, 77-9-68
Cat 1 Ransomes Trophy - 1. M. Kay,
Bogside GC, 75-6-69; 2. D. Hutton,
Hamilton GC, 77-7-70; 3. G. Morrison,

West Kilbride GC, 79-9-70.
Cat 2. Pattisson Trophy - 1. A.
Mcintee, Bogside GC, 83-11-72; 2. D.
Robertson, Newmacher GC, 91-14-77;
3. C. Wallace, Wishaw GC, 90-13-77.
Cat 3. STRI Trophy - 1. J. Bell,
Kilmacolm GC, 93-20-73; 2. S. Briory,
Wishaw GC, 99-23-76; 3. B. Napier,
Retired, 104-28-76.
Best Head Greenkeeper, Dick Aitken
Trophy - D. Gray, The Pines GC, 78-8-
70
Best Assistant, M&M Trophy - W.
Mercer, Skelmorlie GC, 78-8-70
Best Apprentice, Souter Trophy -S.
McLean, West Kilbride GC, 78-9-69.
Best Veteran, SIGGA Trophy - E.
Small, Tulliallan GC, 82-7 -75.
Team Event, St Mungo Trophy -
Ayrshire, 415
Trade, Kevin Brunton, Greentech.

Royal Inverdivot Ge... by Tony Husband

"Brand" new
job for Dave

Mommersteeg have appointed Dave
Philips to the position of Brand
Manager - Mommersteeg Amenity
Products. Dave, who was previously
responsible for sales of Mommersteeg
amenity grass seed in the south east of
England, takes on the new role as the
company introduces a new strategy
for its amenity business.

It will now concentrate on sales
through its distributors and, with the
exception of a small number of spe-
cialist accounts, will no longer handle
direct sales.

New role for
Chris Briggs
at Avoncrop

Avoncrop Amenity Products have
appointed Chris Briggs as Business
Development and Marketing Manager.

Chris is well known in the industry
having worked at ICI Jeallots Hill
Research Station as well as with Fisons
Horticulture, Mommersteeg Intern-
ational and latterly Levington
Horticulture/Scotts Turf and Amenity

The appointment has been made to
expand Avoncrop's ability to provide
professional expertise and quality
products in the amenity market.

Best wishes
from BIGGA

BIGGA Headquarters staff and all
BIGGA members would like to send
best wishes and hopes for a full recov-
ery to Chris Cumming, Deputy Head
Greenkeeper, at Fortrose & Rosemarkie
GC, who was badly hurt in a road acci-
dent at the beginning of July
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David celebrates
Silver anniversary

David Rea, Head Greenkeeper
at Droitwich Ge, recently com-
pleted 25 years service at the
club and was presented with a
watch to mark the occasion.

Prior to d'oining the club in
1973 Davi worked for 14 years
at the seed trial grounds at
Edward Webb & Sons,
Wychbold.

In his 25 years David has been
directly involved in the many
changes to the course and seen
the p1anting of over 2,000 trees.

''I'm proud of the fact that I've
served at Droitwich for a quar-
ter of of the club's 110 year his-
tory and am looking forward to
the challenges that the new mil-
lennium will bring," said David.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
@COllEGE OF@
AGRICULTURE &
HORTICULTURE

Cambridgeshire College of
Agriculture and Horticulture

Courses in:
Greenkeeping and Sports Turf

Management for NVQ Levels 2 and 3
commencing in late September

GTC approved for the Craftsman Certificate

For further details contact:
Richard Walpole at

Cambridgeshire College of
Agriculture and Horticulture,

Milton Centre, Landbeach Road,
Milton, Cambridge CB4 6DB

Tel: 01945 581024ffj
'ta:
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A familiar Ring
for new course?

Ireland's newest golf hole
development, Ring of Kerry
Golf and Country Club,
opened during he week of
The Open Championship and
lays claim to the title of first
quality upland course in the
country.
Set in the foothills of the
MacGillycuddy Reeks, over-
looking the island studded
Kenmare Bay the c0l.1rse
also has the Caha Mountains

serving as a backdrop.
Due to a site comprising
bog land and rock, the fair-
ways have been constructed
entirely with sand, claimed
as a first for any inland
course in Ireland.
It was designed by Roger
Jones, a member of the
Professional Golf
Architects Association and
an Associate member of
BIGGA.

1 Hippo Golf Bag and full set of
clubs - Mr K. B. Heaney

2 Weekend break for two at
Majestic Hotel - Mr S.
Ormondroyd

3 Golfing weekend for two at
Aldwark Manor - Mr R.
Greaves

4 Luxury day for two at Henley
Regatta - Mr S. Cox

5 Weekend for two at a Marriott
Country Club - Mr P.Grant

Hi-Tee Golf Shoe winners
Mr G. Dale
Mr K. Kent
Mr Phil Baldock
Mr John Darroch
Mr Mark Haver
Greenlands Landscapes
BIGGA South East
Mr Steve Harris
Mr Peter Hampton
Ms A. Wade
BIGGA Devon & Cornwall
Mr John Scott
Mr S. Lawrence
Mr Roger Jones
Mr Rodney Feltham
Mr Nathan Marsh
Mr Mark Broughton
Mr Lee Robertson
Mr Simon Gidman

Mr D. Smart
Mr Don Cartledge
Mr Ian J McMillan
Mr David Ward
Mr J. Weston
Mr Bruce Jamieson

31 Case of wine supplied by Hi-
Tec Print - Brookmans Park
Golf Club

32 Case of Yorkshire Terrier beer
supplied - Mr P Arundel by
York Brewery

33 Bottle of wine supplied by
Course Care - Mr Carl Creme
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AT KUBOTA,
IT'S A sure THING.

\tb~.t.',- ."",".•.~
"ISO 9002 NATIONAl.

ACCRmlTATION
OF CERTIFICATION

BODIESTRADA CERTIFICATION
APPROVED QUALITY SYSTEM

IN THIS BUSINESS, almost every company claims quality. And the rest talk about it.

But at Kubota, we've quietly gone about the business of ensuring it and assuring it.

By creating a culture that makes continuous quality improvement the major priority

of everyone within the company.

And by implementing a quality system that gives the assurance of competitive

performance.

You can see the result in our compact tractors and mowers, in our construction

equipment and in our engines and power products.

You can see it in the service that you'll receive whenever you deal with Kubota.

And you see it in the IS09002 symbol which certifies that our systems for

production and servicing make sure.

Anyone can talk about it. At Kubota, we work at it. That's for sure.

To be sure about quality, call the Kubota Hotline on 01844 268169.

SALTEX - 98
STAND W40 Quali ty. Assured
Kubota (UK) Limited, Dormer Road, Thame, Oxon, OX9 3UN. Telephone: 01844214500 Fax: 01844216685



Watertight
• •seminar In

Scotland
Irrigation Scotland held the lat-

est in a series of seminars at
Cowglen GC, Glasgow, to give
advice to golf clubs considering
installing irrigation systems.

The panel of experts included
Steve Isaacs, of STRI, the Water
Sourcing Desgn Consultancy, The
Lottery Commission and the
BTLIA who spoke on their Code of
Ethics.

Further information can be
obtained from Irrigation Scotland
Tel: 0131 333 5495.

Changes at
Rain Bird
Rain Bird's Golf Division have

appointed Laurent Reinhardt and
Brent Thorley as Brand Managers,
responsible for the development,
testing and marketing of specific
new and existing product lines.
Both Americans, Laurent will be in
charge of all of Rain Birds's satel-
lite irrigations system controllers
and weather detection products,
while Brent is responsible for the
range of golf course sprinklers.

New aerator from John Deere
John Deere's Aercore
800 is a walk behind ver-
sion of the tractor mount-
ed Aercore 1000 and
1500.
The self-propelled
Aercore 800 is designed
for aerating golf greens,
fairways and other fine
turf areas and features an
18 hp Kohler petrol
engine with four selec-
table forward gears and
one reverse.
There is an operator pres-
ence system with electric
raise and lower controls
and the aeration unit can
be raised manually out of
work without damaging
the turf. Top speed for
transport is 3.5mph and
overall weight is around
392kg.
It can work at up to 2123
sq m/hr pulling 266
cores/sq m. .
A typical selection of sec-
ond gear at 50x50mm
hole spacings provides a
work-rate of 1440sq m at
up to 398 cores/sw m.
For further details con-
tact John Deere, Tel:
01949 860491.

THE SAFE AND EASY WAY TO MOW BANKS,
SLOPES AND SMALL CONFINED AREAS

ALLOWS THE OPERATOR TO HAVE COMPLETE
CONTROL, MANOEUVRABILITY AND BALANCE

'Q'

N
'ta:
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I fJ I fLilI ::1
COHSTItOCTIOH MATERIALS LTD

TELEPHOfiE 01494 715858
• 24 HOaR ORDER L1fiE 0850 866844· FAX: 01494713060

Suppliers to the
leisure Industry

• Top Dressing Rootzones.
• Bunker Sands
• All Types of Pathway Material
• Drainage Stone (including Lytag)

• Screened Soi Is
• Gradel Railway Sleepers
• Telegraph Poles
• Bagged Materials
• Grass Seed

Construction Materials Ltd
Fittalls Yard, Spurlands End Road,

Great Kingshill, High Wycombe, Bucks HP15 6JA



Charterhouse extend range
Charterhouse Turf Machinery

have continued their programme
of UK expansion with the acquisi-
tion of Michael Richmond, one of
the country's largest mail order
suppliers of chainsaws and other
forestry tools, clothing and equip-
ment.

"This is an excellent acquisition
for us which fits perfectly into our
international growth plan. Two
years ago we broadened our prod-
uct range and moved into mail
order with a range of environmen-
tal tools, clothing and equipment
and now, a a single stroke, we have
acquired probab1y the largest and
certainly one of the most respect-
ed companies in the business,"
said David Jenkins, Managing
Director of the Haslemere-based
company.

Michael and Shirley Richmond
started their business in

Haslemere 28 years ago and seen
it grow to become a major force in
the forestry market.

"We are delighted with the deal.
Charterhouse have the vision,

management skills and financial
backing to take our business to
new heights and we are confident
that our future is in very capable
hands," said Shirley Richmond.

BIGGA invests in the Future
BIGGA Headquarters staff
at Aldwark Manor have offi-
cially signed up to the
Investors in People
Programme.
After an initial series of
meetings during which
BIGGA was assessed for its
suitability and desire to suc-
ceed, Investors in People
Representive, Avril Jenkins,
of North Yorkshire Tech, vis-
ited Aldwark Manor to pre-
sent the staff with their
Certificate of Commitment
which formerly begins the
process of working towards
the Award.

Kubota OAP
restored by
Evesham
College

A 23 year old Kubota B6000
tractor with front loader has been
restored "as new" by staff and stu-
dents from Evesham College in
Worcestershire.

When it was acquired by Kubota
last year the 12hp four-wheel drive
model was the oldest known
Kubota tractor in original condi-
tion still at work in the UK and
once the decision was take to
restore it the College volunteered
to carry out the work. The project
involved a complete dismantling of
the tractor followed by meticulous
inspection, overhaul or renovation
of all mechanical components and
a total respray.

Pictured on the tractor is Adrian
Rogers, the student responsible for
the majority of the mechanical
restoration work.

Swan designs first modern Croatian Course
Fresh from the success of the

country's footballers and Goran
Ivanisovic's excellent performance
at Wimbledon this year Croatia's
first modern golf course has been
opened.

The Dolina Kardinala Golf and
Country Club, just outside Zagreb
is 6200 metres long and a par 71.

Designed by Howard Swan the
course is laid out in open land ad
well as woodland with mature
oaks and beech. The design fea-
tures sweeping interlinking lakes
and pongs throughout which the
8th and 17th greens lie within one
large water feature.

"It has been a wonderful experi-
ence working in a new golfing
country and the enthusiasm of the
Croatians for sport is immense,"
said Howard, who is currenly the
President of the British Institute
of Golf Course Architects.
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Summertime, and the Livin's Not Easyfl)
~
TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

"'llt~t.M~l/ll/(J ~"pulMei'

Helping Mother

All fairways cut by Bam,
that's the target at St Andrews

One wonders, with such a hulla-
baloo round the starters box, what
Old Tom Morris would have made of
it? Every 10 minutes, from 7am 'til
twilight, gaggles of golfers practice
their swings, proposition their cad-
dies, pose for snapshots, even make a
stab at composure while trying to
make light of the awesome occasion.

With a phalanx of players hover-
ing, plus the ever-present gallery of
local critics, this is as mind-racking
an experience as teeing it up in The
Open. So, pray for a cracker off the
tee - please Lord, let this one be
down the middle! But this is not
Open week, simply a routine sum-
mer day at The Old Course, St
Andrews. Come sunset, the sacred
sward will have endured another 280
rounds, eight sets of marching feet
per game; an army pounding with
niblicks unfurled and divots a flying.

Anyway you tally it, that's giving
the course a lot of stick. St Andrews,
of course, has always been golf's

Mecca; imbibing 600 years of golfing
history considered a must, yet it's
magnetism serves merely to increase
the enthusiasm of Head Greenkeep-
er Eddie Adams and his crew, their
avowed aim being always to present
the old lady in her best guise, what-
ever the season.

This feature is about The Old
Course in summer, though in future
issues and leading up to the
Millennium Open, Greenkeeper
International, as part of "The
Learning Experience", will cast an
expert eye more than occasionally at
the goings-on around St Andrews,
looking afresh at the New, the Eden,
the Jubilee, plus the new kid on the
block; Donald Steel's Strathtyrum.
Ask Ian Forbes, Links Manager for
the St Andrews Links Trust, how
pace of play is handled and he'll like-
ly tell you an apocryphal tale. While
The Old is not an invasive course -
nothing crowded once away from the
first - there are huge shared greens,
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narrow fairways and an element of
intimidation, especially for nervous
tyros.

All these aspects, plus some daunt-
ing rough, can indeed slow play, yet
Ian boasts the average at well under
four hours, thanks to sterling work
by links rangers ... plus some mythi-
cal Scottish adders.

Apparently, they're the favoured
ruse of caddies, who would rather
not s£end all day in fruitless search-
ing. 'Not a good idea to go in there,
sir, got to be careful of the Scottish
adders!"

This, so the story goes, results in
rapid retreat. Eddie Adams, Head
Greenkeeper of The Old since 1995,
has only ever worked St Andrews
links, proud of a pedigree that comes
with having worked under David
Dewar for the 1990 Open, plus as
mentor par excellence his Original
boss and eternal friend, walter
Woods. When Walter retired after
the '95 Open, each course was
appointed its own Head Greenkeep-
er and Eddie now manages the plum
- the high profile Old Course.

No adders need quicken Eddie,
though, who explains that summer
on The Old is, quite simply, cutting
grass; with 26 hectares of fairways,
three hectares of tees; the rest rough,
in total some 59 hectares on The Old
alone. How, then, do they work
around the players? Eddie explains;
"Well, we start early, 5am in the
summer, with all the fairways cut
before golf begins. The whole course
is cut, end to end, within three hours
- greens, tees and fairways - the far
end of the course clear by 8am as the
aim."

"We're blessed with all the latest
Ransomes kit, the Fairway 300s were
out at 6.30am, a pleasure to use and
such a far cry from the old gang-
mowing days, because it was hard
then to cut without some scalping.
In particular, I like the floating heads
on the 300s and the grass collectors
have always been a great benefit to
us. We started boxing cuttings when
we first used the 180, and it's cer-
tainly improved our turf, virtually no
thatch build-up at all. We use the
Ryan GA60s, in the winter for cor-
ing, more in the last few years than
ever we did before. We do a lot of



deep aeration on the fairways as
well, but not in the summer, though
we still use the GA60 with solid tines
on tees."

So, no spiking or hollow tining in
the summer?

"Just some localised hollow tining
in perceived weak areas," explains
Eddie, "then overseeding, plus
microtines on the greens if we're see-
ing a bit of dry patch." The excep-
tionally wet start, hasn't that been a
problem? "Well, last year was quite
wet also. We don't use wetting
agents on the course; we tried, but
never really saw the benefit. We've
had dry patch on a couple of greens,
but we find that just spiking, fol-
lowed by hand watering, once we get
the water infiltrating it's fine. We
can live with doing just that. But it's
beneficial to ~et a drying period too,
because that 11keep the poa from
advancing. We've not used the irri-
gation at all this year, it's been a
beneficial time, with irrigation
reserved strictly for excessively
stressful periods." Eddie's thinking
on chemicals is refreshing: 'Tm the
chemical salesman's worst cus-
tomer," he claims, 'Tm trying to
eliminate spraying, next to nothing
at all, bent on establishing ajesti-
cide-free golf course." Presse fur-
ther, Eddie explains; ''I'm trying to
anticipate the future, knowing the
controls already imposed in other
countries, I'm looking ahead so that
when I'm told, say, in 2003 that in
12 months I'm to be user free, I'll be
ahead of the game." But not yet a
full stop, surely?

"Effectively a gentle withdrawal,
the last few years down to a bare
minimum, used only as a last resort.
We've left the rough and most fair-
ways, we practice IPM (Integrated
Pest Management), never bfanket
coverage. Greens were a problem at
first, and still are, because with the
nature of the turf we're going to
have small problems and areas of
compaction, it's the way of The Old.
We're doing a lot of hand weeding
though, trying a lot of other things,
verticutting and the like; getting
back to a more culturally based pro-
gramme."

So, what's the score on disease?
"Never really had any," he chuckles,

"haven't used a fungicide in eight
years and I don't think Walter used
one prior to that." So, no fusarium
patch? ''A small area on first green,
very small. It's a damp, damp area,
but it's never severe. We didn't fer-
tilise any greens last year, because of
the wet weather, though I did put
some ammonia down last week, just
to add a bit of fire, also to help the
grass fight the good fight against
weeds." By eliminating chemical
cocktails Eddie believes he's got it
cracked. The Old's turf is fescue
dominated with some bent and a
little poa, probably less than five
percent. "Without setting out to
destroy the poa," he continued,
"our entire management pro-
gramme is aimed at encouraging
indigenous seaside grasses. Because
we do that, poa has a stressful
time."

"When Walter first started in the
mid '70s very few aeration tools
were available, though since then,
with the Vertidrain, Ryan GA 30s
and 60s and all the deep aeration
spikers, these have helped dramati-
cally Aeration tools would always
be first priority on our list."

Seeing a formation line of
Ransomes Greens Supers, the next,
inevitable guestion concerned hand
mowing. For tournaments, we
always cut by hand, though we've a
big acrea~e of green out there. You
know, we ve just renewed our agree-
ment with Ransomes, 'til way after
the Millennium, so thankfully these
machines are going to be around for
a long time to come."

"With the quality of cut achieved
with our three Greensplex mowers,
we're so rleased we've gone to the
extent 0 using them for verticut-
ting on fairways. What I'm trying
to achieve is greens quality turf on
the fairways - with a higher cut,
obviously - but with the ultimate
goal for the 2000 Open to have fair-
ways that are fiery, fast and hard.
But looking out of the window just
now, it's mid-summer and with all
the rain we've had, if it's like this in
2000 we're going to have a green
course, no two ways about it. It's all
down to Mother nature; the one
thing we can't calculate is how
much rain will fall."
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BIGGA's Education and Training Manager, Ken Richardson
outlines a host of courses on offer for greenkeeping staff ...

GET INTO

The deadline for applications to
attend the Aldwark Manor and/or
Regional Supervisory Management
Courses is fast approaching. With a
total of 27 courses, covering nine
different subjects in 14 locations,
these courses have something for
everyone. Thanks to contributors to
the BIGGA Education and
Development Fund we keep costs to
a minimum, with prices from £30
for a two day residential course. A

two day Essential Supervisory
Management Course, covering the
same subject matter as the BIGGA
course, was advertised recently at
£215. This price did not include
accommodation. The message is
simple. Use these courses or lose
them. The Aldwark Manor
Supervisory Management Courses
are recognised for their high quality
and value. Each of the five week
long courses will be held in the

brand new BIGGA HQ offering
vastly improved training facilities,
which, coupled with the improved
facilities at Aldwark Manor, offer
even better value for money. No
wonder that delegates to previous
courses keep returning, expressing
amazement that more golf clubs do
not send their staff. Full details of
all courses are available from
BIGGA HQ, however, a list of
courses and locations is given below.

Golf Course Design Construction
and Establishment
A must for anyone with an interest in golf
course maintenance, anyone thinking of
constructing new holes or other golf
course features. See how not to make
expensive mistakes. Understand what golf
course architects are saying.

13-14 October 1998
Inchyra Grange Hotel, Falkirk
10-11 October 1998
Lakeside Moat House. Grays Essex
24 - 25 October 1998
Burrendale Htl, Newcastle, County Down
8 - 9 December 1998
Borrington Hall Hotel Plymouth
10 . 11 December 1998
Swansea Marriot

£80 + VAT for BIGGA Members.
Non Members £150 +VAT
Price includes all tuition, food and one night
accommodation

Project Management
Having decided to build new features,
replace greens or install a new irrigation
system you will have to manage the pro-
ject to ensure success. This course will
help you to understand the principles of
project management, including flow dia-
grams, budgets and practical project man-
agement techniques.

8-9 December 1998
Westone Htl, Weston Flavell, Northampton

£80 + VAT for BIGGA Members.
Non Members £150 +VAT
Price includes all tuition. food and one night
accommodation

Pesticide Management
Learn how not to fall foul of Health and
Safety Law by managing the use and
application of pesticides on this two day
course.

23 - 24 February 1999
Inchyra Grange Hotel, Falkirk
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£80 + VAT for BIGGA Members.
Non Members £150 +VAT
Price includes all tuition, food and one night
accommodation

Irrigation Workshop
Discover the theory behind irrigation.
Look at the design of irrigation systems
and experience some hands on mainte-
nance of irrigation systems components.

17- 18 November 1998
Barons Court Hotel, Walsall
*** Note revised date***

£80 + VAT for BIGGA Members.
Non Members £150 +VAT
Price includes all tuition, food and one night
accommodation

Essential Management Skills
for Greenkeepers
Determine how you can acquire and devel-
op supervisory management skills by
attending this two day course which looks
at leadership, motivation, team building,
assertive communication, listening skills
and discipline. Can you afford to miss it?

24 - 25 November 1998
Queens Hotel, Chester

£30 + VAT for BIGGA Members.
Non Members £150 +VAT
Price includes all tuition, food and one night
accommodation

Interviewing Skills
Learn how to conduct interviews and how
to be interviewed. This course covers
employment law, equal opportunities, lis-
tening and questioning skills, advertising
and selection of candidates.

16 February 1999
Inchyra Grange Hotel. Falkirk

£30 + VAT for BIGGA Members.
Non Members £100 +VAT
Price includes all tuition and lunch

Report Writing

This one day/one day course looks, firstly,
at written and oral methods of presenta-
tion and business English, followed, in the
Spring by practical presentations and
reports.

29 October 1998 and 10 February 1999
Aldwark Manor
18 November 1998 and 23 February 1999
Forte Post House Maidstone
3 December 1998 and 9 February 1999
Watermill Hotel, Hemel Hempstead

£30 + VAT for BIGGA Members.
Non Members £100 +VAT
Price includes all tuition and lunch

Health and Safety
Unravel the requirements of the Law on
Health and Safety and learn how to put
them into practice with this one day/one
day course.

3 November 1998 and 23 February 1999
Castle Hotel Taunton
10 November 1998 and 10 February 1999
Nottingham Moat House
24 November 1998 and 16 February 1999
Swallow Highcliffe, Bournemouth
8 December 1998 and 11 February 1999
Aldwark Manor
1 December 1998 and 9 February 1999
Inchyra Grange Hotel, Falkirk

£30 + VAT for BIGGA Members.
Non Members £100 +VAT
Price includes all tuition and lunch

Employment Contracts
Do you have a contract? What are your
rights? What should your contract con-
tain? Find out on this one day course.

11 November 1998
Castle Hotel, Taunton

£30 + VAT for BIGGA Members.
Non Members £100 +VAT
Price includes all tuition, and lunch.

Aldwark
Manor
Courses
Back for their fifth year, these courses
cover a range of supervisory management
skills. Suitable for those in supervisory
positions wishing to improve their knowl-
edge and for those destined to become
supervisors in the future, these ever popu-
lar courses are great value for money.

Managing People 1
Designed to give you the skills and knowl-
edge to get the best from your workforce,
this week looks at time management,
team building, leadership, planning and
prioritising and the use of digital comput-
ers in greenkeeping.

2 - 6 November 1998

Managing People 2
These courses can be attended in any
order with this second week adding to the
knowledge and skills acquired in module
1. This week contains guidance skills,
appraisals, grievance and discipline,
assertive communication and continues to
look at the use of digital computers.

9 - 13 November 1998

Managing Operations and Resources
Discover how to manage budgets and pro-
jects, control resources and improve cus-
tomer service on this week, using digital
computers as a management tool.

16 - 20 November 1998

Managing Information
The storage, use and presentation of
information forms the basis of this one
week course. Concentrating on managing
meetings and delivering written and oral
presentations.

23 - 27 November 1998

Managing Golf Course Development
Mainly designed for those delegates who
have completed weeks 1 to 4, this course
includes an irrigation workshop, golf
course drainage and health and safety.
Delegates continue to use digital comput-
ers throughout their course.

30 November - 4 December 1998

Cost for each of the above courses:
£500 + VAT for BIGGA members
£600 -'- VAT for non members
which includes all tuition. four IlIghts
accommodation and all meals.

All Regional and Aldwark Manor Course
Delegates will receive a certificate of
attendance, which will contain details of
N/SVQ the units covered by each course.
These certificates may be used as evi-
dence of underpinning knowledge in a
portfolio of evidence.

Thanks to BIGGA's close working relation-
ship with the Aldwark Manor Hotel and
Country Club we are pleased to offer you
the opportunity to bring your partner for
the extremely low rate of £10 per night
bed and breakfast.

Remember. these courses are for
your benefit. Send for full details
today or contact Sami on 01347
838581 to enrol.



• Letters
Address your letters to the Editor, Greenkeeper International,
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y061 1Ufo You can also fax
them to 01347 838864, or e-mail them to general@bigga.co.uk

The worm has turned ...
Dear Sir,
Having read the article on worms

and having been a groundsman and
greenkeeper for a fong time I can
assure everyone that the problem
cannot be overstated as Nick Park,
so rightly says.

I took over a course in 1976 that
was considering spending vast sums
of money on drainage and managed
to persuade them to spray the fair-
ways with Chlordane. the difference
was nothing short of miraculous. We
ended up putting in two drains in
low places and mole ploughing one
fairway. The course became playable
right through the winter and the
grass was springy and clean to play
off.

In the 60s I worked at a course

where a shovel was kept in the cab of
the tractor to scrape the mud off the
rollers of the gang mowers, after cut-
ting half a fairway. There was no
point in matting or brushing the
casts first as it is never dry enough
on a parkland course in winter and
the casts are only smeared and
spread.

What I'm leading up to is why did
BIGGA, the lOG, the R&A, the Golf
Unions and the chemical companies
not take a stand against the banning
of Chlordane?

It is deemed an environmentally
unacceptable form of control, but
why? It is persistent in the ground
and therefore does not need to be
used more than every five to ten
years. Why is this a problem?

Do people think after another war,
perhaps nuclear, that they will need
to plough golf courses up to plant
vegetabfes? I read once that golf
courses take up less than half of one
percent of this country. Not a large
amount is it?

After spraying Chlordane I've
never seen golfers (or spray opera-
tors) dropping like flies, so one could
only assume that it did them no
harm.

The most important fact about
Chlordane was that it stayed put and
did not spread. Worms would live
and work quite happily right up to
the line where the Chlordane had
been sprayed. Indeed if a piece, even
a metre by half a metre was missed in
the middle of a fairway worms would

be found casting in that slither of
ground with clean areas all around!

Is it too late for BIGGA and the
other bodies, to move in the right
channels for a reversal of this deci-
sion?

I am sure if it was overturned a
company would have a ready market
for its product - or are the chemical
companies making too much money
from the short lived, vastly over-
priced, alternatives?

When courses are dosed for three
or four months a year (and golfers
only pay a three quarter subi') will
the sport' s governin~ bodies hold up
their hands and say' We allowed this
to happen"?
William Pile
Fingle Glen GC



When turf disease strikes you have to

get your foot down. And there's no

faster way to react than with double

action Vitesse.

A powerful concept in the fight

against turf disease, Vitesse has a
unique combination of two active

ingredients - iprodione, a contact

~RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY

fungicide which gets to work from the

moment you spray,and carbendazim, a
proven and effective systemic fungicide

that carries on working for weeks.

Instantly effective against Fusarium

patch, Red thread, Anthracnose, Pink

patch and Timothy leaf spot, Vitesse is

the faster way to fight turf disease in the

growing season.

-
Rh6ne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfleld Road, Ongar, Essex eM5 OHW. Tel: 01277 301115 Fax: 01277 301119.
VITESSE CONTAINS CARBENDAZIM AND IPRODIONE. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 06537)
VITESSE IS A REGISTERED TRADE MARK OF RHONE-POULENC AGROCHIMIE. C RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE 1998.
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Manufacturers have not skimped
on the range of machinery on offer
and so there is plenty to choose
from.

What you will actually require
depends on your specific circum-
stances.

It may be that more than one
machine is the answer to get the
job done quickly and efficiently.

In this feature we will be looking
at the different systems and equip-
ment available plus the type of
areas where they would· be of
biggest benefit.

Moving leaves can be done in
three ways: High-velocity air,
Vacuum and Rotary action.

Air
To create an airflow requires some

form of impeller and aero-dynamics
play an important part in its design
and the housing in which it is
mounted. The unit works at high
speed and so balance is critical, as
are the materials used in its con-
struction. One of the main reasons
for this will be clear when we come
to vacuuming.

'Air broom' is an apt description
of how these machines are used -
the leaves are blown into windrows
ready for collection.

Three versions are available hand
held, backpacks or larger walk
behind units. Generally speaking,

the small blowers are used to clear
leaves from confined spots.

On large open areas the walk
behinds can be used to bring leaves
into one collection spot.

Vacuum
To expel air requires some form of

intake and designers of leaf and lit-
ter clearing equipment have used
this principle to create a collecting
system. Leaves and debris are
picked up in the airflow and pass
through the impeller into a recepta-
cle, or through tubing into a trailer.
Not only does this provide collec-
tion, but on most machines the
material is also considerably

reduced in volume. This has two
advantages. Firstly, more can be col-
lected thus reducing the number of
times the unit has to be emptied
and secondly, the leaves are
chopped up and their fibres
exposed. This enables micro-organ-
isms to work on the material and
considerably accelerates the decom-
posing process.

One possible downside, especially
on smaller hand-held blower/vacs is
that any dust, sand or small stones
in the litter can cause wear to the
impeller as the material passes
through the machine.

An alternative collection system
is available although this is largely

The Tornado blower will eliminate hours of
back-breaking clear-up time. Its ISOmph blast of air
shifts litter, fallen leaves and other stubborn debris
in seconds, b10wing material into rows or piles for

fast, convenient collection.

Turfmech Machinery Ltd I
New Road Industrial Estate, Hixon. Staffs ST 18 OPJ. UK

Tel: 01889 271503 Fax: 01889 271321
(international dialing code: + 44 1889)

----------------

The TurNAC vacuum collector lifts and collects
unsightly, unwanted material in double-quick time.

Features include surface agitation brush, wide
suction head, large self-emptying hopper,
flotation tyres and optional wander hose.

Call us today for literature and a
no-obligation demonstration.

You'll be amazed.
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confined to the domestic sector.
This entails blowing air at high
speed down a tube and directing it
at the end over a curved surface. A
low-pressure area is created which
draws in more air causing a power-
ful vacuum effect, with and debris
sucked into this vortex and passing
directly into a collector. An advan-
tage of this method is that material
does not pass through the impeller.
However, these units are generally
designed more for the domestic
consumer than the professional.

Vacuum types of machine come
in three configuration's hand-held,
walk behind and tractor driven.

The smaller units are usually con-

version kits for a portable blower
and one disadvantage is the size of
the collector, so they are generally
only ideal in this mode for areas
where access is very limited.

The pedestrian operated
machines are either pushed or self-
propelled with a wide range of
engine sizes. Most models have the
option of a wanderhose which is
ideal for getting into awkward
spaces such as drains and culverts,
as well as emptying litter bins.
Some machines have a facility for
dealing with light brushwood and
twigs.

Also available are specialist
machines for dealing with hard sur-

faces such as carparks and walk
ways. This type of unit is ideal where
a course is part of a hotel or country
club complex.

For wide-open spaces there are
tractor-mounted versions, which
are either driven from the PTO or
have their own engine. The hopper
on some models includes high-lift
emptying.

Another piece of equipment that
falls into this category is the loader.
This is a unit that is directly
attached to the side of a trailer, skip
or vehicle.

A large diameter hose enables the
operator to suck up large volumes
of leaves directly into the recepta-

cle, ready for transporting to a
dumping site.

Rotary Brushes
Usually driven from the PTO of a

tractor, being either front or rear
mounted. The latter often includes
some form of collecting facility This
type of systemwillwork on grassbut is
generallybetter suited to hard surfaces.
Flail

Like the rotary brushes, they are
tractor-driven. In addition to collect-
ing leaves and litter they can be used
for scarifying and for cutting grass.
There are some very large units that
include a vacuum system for loading
into a built-in trailer.

Never mind the soft sell!
When your pitch or
green looks absolutely
superb - as it will with a
TIS turf irrigation and

maintenance system-
you may feel an
irresistible urge to shout
about it! Begin your
campaign by calling TIS
on 01477500255
today.

*Adve ising.

Telling the world,

shouting from the

I

rooftops, that your

turf irrigation and

maintenance

system is simply

the best!
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Alternative systems
Most rotary mowers, whether

walk-behind, ride on or attach-
ments for compact tractors with a
collecting facility, can cope with
leaves on turf.

What do you need to know?
With all this equipment available

there is a machine to deal with vir-
tually every situation that one is
likely to encounter during leaf fall.
To e sure that coping with this
oper tion is both cost effective and
effici tly carried out, some pre
p . and groundwork is advis-
able. A survey of all the areas that
will quire clearing is recommend-
ed, and special attention should be
paid to the following:

1. Accessibility - leaves often get
into the most awkward spots.

2. The volume to be handled is a
major consideration as loading and
unloading can take up a consider-
able amount of time.

3. Where are the leaves going to
be deposited and what will happen
to the decomposed material even-
tually?

Once an overall picture has been
drawn up, it is time to investigate
what machinery is available.
Exhibitions, magazines, directories
and the Internet are all sources of
who makes what. Obtain as much
information as possible. This can
be found in literature and by talk-
ing to other members of your pro-
fession or closely related groups
such as groundsmen, local authori-
ties and contractors. When it
comes to clearing up leaves, every-
one has similar problems. Research
can be productive, but is only the
beginning. The next stage is to con-
suft a specialist. He can advise on
the suitable machinery for your
specific requirements and arrange
that all-important demonstration.
This is the evaluation stage, a time
to see the machine's abilities, speed
of operation and efficiency in deal-
ing with situations like collecting
wet material.

It is also an opportunity to find
out much more such as who already
uses the equipment and can they

be contacted- a third party recom-
mendation is always valuable.
Check availability of replacement
parts and their cost. Length of war-
ranty on components is another
area worth investigating. As men-
tioned earlier, the impeller is at the
heart of most leaf blowers or col-
lecting systems and its construction
and the material used are vital to
the life of a machine. Some models
on the market carry a five-year
guarantee - a benefit worth having.

Before making a final decision,
the question should be asked. - "Is
there enough work to justify the
expenditure, or would hire be a
more cost effective option?" This
has the obvious advantage of not
tying up capital, but the days when
the feaves fall cannot be predicted.
The equipment may not be avail-
able on the days you require it. One
alternative to this scenario might
be to have machinery on the fleet
for the bulk of the work and hire
any extra units when required.

Leaves have a habit of falling at
the most inopportune times and so
plans are needed to ensure that
when it happens both machinery
and staff are in place to carry out
the clear up operation speedily and
effectively. Now is the ideal time to
address the handling of this annual
event and discover what is available
to make it as free from hassle as
possible.
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These three mixtures have been specifically designed for the golf course - from tee,
to fairway to green.

MMIO is a mix of fescues and bents, with the slender creeping red fescue 'Mocassin',
giving a dense, close knit, resilient turf for close mowing on greens and tees.

MM12's adaptable blend of species - also including 'Mocassin' - gives good colour and
texture on tees and fairways, withstanding wear and giving excellent divot recovery.
And MMll, a traditional 80-20 greens mixture, fine in appearance and playing quality,

offers a very stable sward with all-year-round performance.
For free technical advice on how you can take the lead with MM mixtures, or for your

nearest distributor, call the Mommersteeg Main Line on 01480 459500.

Mommersteeg M Number one seed.
MOMMERSTEEG INTERNATIONAL, THE ANDERSON CENTRE, SPITFIRE CLOSE, ERMINE BUSINESS PARK, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PElS 6XY
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•
Over the last fifteen years,

green keepers and groundsmen have

come to rely on good old Super

Mosstox.

Always effective and reliable, Super

Mosstox just gets straight on with

the job of controlling moss - on fine

turf or hard surface areas.

And it's just as good today as it's

always been. So when moss makes

an unwelcome comeback, just

remember faithful old Fido. It won't

let you down.

•y,
ItJ I •I •

Ci! RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY
Rhone-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277)01115 Fax 01277 301119.
SUPER MOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN. MOSSTOXIS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD.
ALWAYS READ THE LABEl: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339) © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD 1998.
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Routine golf course maintenance'
tasks require a unique combination
of equipment knowledge and opera-
tional skill, persistence, an under-
standing of golf, a keen sense of aes-
thetics and a broad based knowl-
edge of turfgrass management prac-
tices. Maintenance tasks must be
performed quickly and regularly,
but always with safety and preci-
sion.

Golf course employees perform
many different tasks involving some
of the most expensive agricultural
and horticultural machinery in the
world, while remaining aware of
golfers and other activities sur-
rounding them.

So, here we are in our golf indus-
try, which is quite often a major
contributor to the revenue from
tourism in many countries across
the world. Yet no significant or
'standardised' courses of on-the-job
training for employees using
mechanical equipment have been
established.

In many instances performance of
employees could be directly attrib-
uted to the techniques and calibre
of the Course Manager or informa-
tional content supplied with the
particular machine in question. All
of these could and should be regard-
ed as unsatisfactory training meth-
ods.

I would like to make it clear that
the above is by no means stating
that the National Standards in edu-
cational qualifications are not sig-
nificant or standardised but is pure-
ly aimed at on-the-job training
issues, functions and delivery. The
GTC along with their partner col-
leges have played vital roles in
ensuring relevant and quality work-
based greenkeeper qualifications
such as N/SVQ's are available.
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So, where is this leading to? Well,
three years ago, in my final year of
study for an HND at .Myerscough
College I produced a Thesis specifi-
cally aimed at the subject of on-the-
job training due to the aforemen-
tioned points and I would like to
briefly share some of my findings
with you. What I hoped to gain was
a deeper understanding of employ-
ee training and mechanical training
issues specific to golf course man-
agement.

To provide information toward
future training programmes and to
benefit management practices,
while expanding the professional-
ism needed to keep up with techno-
logical advancements in respect of
machinery and the golf courses of
the future.

Training and the
organisation

The last decade has seen a resur-
gence of interest in the training pro-
vided by employers - the courses,
events and on-the-job activities that
an organisation arranges for its
workforce. A dramatic increase has
been seen in the provision of educa-
tional courses and companies are
now competing to recruit and retain
the 'knowledge worker'.

The aim of training is to modify or
develop the knowledge, skills and
attitude through learning experi-
ence, to achieve performance in an
activity or a range of activities. Its
purpose in the work situation is to
enable an individual to acquire abil-
ities in order that he or she can per-
form adequately a given task or job.

Training provides benefits to both
the employees and the organisation;
trainees may gain greater intrinsic
or extrinsic job satisfaction.
Intrinsic job satisfaction may come

from performing a task well and
from being able to exercise a new
repertoire of skills. Extrinsic job sat-
isfaction may be derived from extra
earnings accrued through improved
job performance and the enhance-
ment of career and promotional
prospects, both within and outside
the organisation.

Benefits for the organisation
include improved employees work
performance and productivity;
shorter learning time which could
lead to less costly training and
employees being "on-line" more
quickly; decrease in wastage; fewer
accidents; less absenteeism, lower
labour turnover and perhaps most
importantly greater customer or
client satisfaction.

To summarise, I suggest that in
preparing an individual to perform
a specific task more effectively,
training can contribute to the
organisation achieving its current
objectives. Although more impor-
tantly in some respects is the influ-
ence that the content and conduct
of training can have on the atti-
tudes towards the processes of
learning and development. This in
turn can create a "learning organisa-
tion" that is more flexible and
responsive in coping with present
and future internal and external
demands.

On-the-job training
On-the-job training is a key way of

progressing new recruits, developing
apprentices or other long-term
trainees, teaching employees new
skiIIs when new equipment and
methods are introduced and a way
of updating and upgrading new
skills.

At the crudest level on-the-job
training can be taught informally to



the newcomer or inexperienced by
an experienced worker already
doing the job to be mastered. This
can be successful if the skills can be
easily mastered, if the experienced
worker has instructional skills, can
spare time to instruct and possesses
current knowledge of the best work
methods.

At a more sophisticated level' the
trainee can be given opportunities
to learn through the use of brief
induction programmes, by changing
jobs at planned intervals (job rota-
tion) and by means of coaching.

In a profession where the poten-
tial for accidents is high the imple-
mentation of an on-the-job training
programme has a number of poten-
tial possibilities.

a) Prevention of serious acci-
dents, alleviating the possible future
suffering of an employee and the
resultant absence of that employee.

b) Improved quality, quantity and
efficiency of workmanship.

c) Better uniformity of workman-
ship if each employee has received
the same training.

d) A significant reduction of
equipment breakdown. Operators
are taught to correctly operate their
assigned equipment and carry out
correct daily maintenance.

e) Prevention of legal action
aimed at you or your company.

f) An effective training pro-
gramme can help show your
employees that you care for their
welfare.

This leads on to be specific advan-
tages and disadvantages associated
with on-the-job training:

Advantages
a) It is less costly than off-the-job

training because it uses normal
equipment in normal surroundings.

b) Learning will take place on the
equipment, which will actually be
used when the trainee is proficient;
thae are no transfer of learning prob-
lems.

c) The trainee is in the "produc-
tion" environment from the begin-
ning; he or she does not have to
adjust to it after the rather sheltered
conditions of off-the-job training.

d) Trainees who are currently
studying in an off-the-job environ-
ment will feel more competent and
eager in learning to learn at the place
of study.

Disadvantages
a) The instructor (usually a super-

visor or trusted worker) may have
limited teaching experience and may
not have enough time to give proper
training.

b) The trainee may be exposed to
bad methods and learn these instead
of more efficient methods.

c) There is a risk of damage to valu-
able equipment.

d) There is a risk of spoilt or dam-
aged work being produced.

Data needed to design and imple-
ment training programmes for the
organisation or the manager are
notoriously difficult to understand
and produce. I found for the needs of
our industry the most relevant and
easily achievable root to be a system-
atic training model that is based on a
continuous loop. This has two key
characteristics - Training can be per-
ceived as a sequential set of steps
and identification of needs can be
introduced into the training cycle at
the appropriate stage. The subjects
that require attention are set in the
correct order of attention which fol-
lows:

Identification of learning require-

ments; Job analysis; Training Objec-
tives; Training Strategy; Design and
delivery of training and last1y but
most importantly Evaluation of
learning.

All these subject areas should be
discussed in detail and are all
extremely important to successful
training but for the purposes of this
article 1am afraid will have to be
skipped over. Copies of my thesis
which explains fully all the above
and sets out three on-the-job train-
ing programmes written with this
model namely verbal, visual and
written can be made available to
interested parties by application to
the Principal at Myerscough
College.

Being a Course Manager with time
constraints, and I suspect lack of an
organisational support group, a
more reasonable approach to on-the-
job training might come from the
Training Within Industry model.
This was originally established in
the USA during the Second World
War. It is probably the most com-
monly used approach in both the
USA and the UK.

When drawing up an outline plan
for training, trainers will need to
bear in mind the nature of the learn-
ing group or learner; training con-
tent; performance criteria; timing
and duration of the training ses-
sions, and guidance and assessment
procedures. One of the first steps
any trainer must take should be of
attaining a D321D33 assessor quali-
fication.

I feel the future holds many new
challenges and innovations for our
profession and full scale on-the-job
training programmes will need to be
designed and implemented as a mat-
ter of course. Only time and effort
will tell!
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Since its formation in
1987, the British and
International Golf
Greenkeepers
Association has
demonstrated its
commitment to
enhancing the
recognition of the
greenkeeper as a
professional, and to
advancing golf course
management and
maintenance
techniques to ever
higher standards.
Golden and Silver Key
company members
share a commitment
to supporting the
advancement of both
the status of the
greenkeeping
profession and
standards of golf
course management.
They are the leaders in
helping to provide the
financial support
necessary to satisfy
the requirements of
the Education and
Development Fund's
mission.

Thanks to the
continued support
of the Golden and
Silver Key company
members, we are able
to bring you the
Education and
Development
Programme.
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AMENITY • RIGBY TAYLOR LTD • SUPATURF PRODUCTS LTD • THE TORO COMPANY • WATERMATION

SILVER KEY MEMBERS: AVONCROPAMENITY PRODUCTS· LAMBERT/FENCHURCH UK GROUP LTD· ROLAWN LTD· SISIS
EQUIPMENT LTD • WEED FREE





SMac: Can you give some insight
into why Textron decided to pur-
chase Ransomes when they already
owned a similar company in
Jacobsen?

It was clear that Textron had
to decide for themselves whether
they really wanted to be in this
business and I think this was the
answer. They felt that there was no
point in being small, they would
either expanded into it and take a
commanding position or decide
that there was no point in being
there.

Together Ransomes and Jacobsen
business has a turnover of about
$650 million and when you add
EZ-GO golf carts and the industri-
al business to that grouping we
have around $800 million so you
can see the size of the company
now.

It was also a very good compli-
mentary fit. Yes,we've got all these
products which overlap but, if you
look at sales of Jacobsen products,
something like 80% comes from
greens, fairways and rotary mowers
while at Ransomes probably 70%
came from utility vehicles, aeration
equipment and rotaries. Even in
rotaries there is a segmental differ-
ence so when you see it in those
terms it is a very good fit. The
overlap is not nearly as encompass-
ing as it would at first appear.

SMac: With regard to research
and development will you be con-
tinuing down the path of individ-
ual product lines for both green
and orange, which would suggest
some doubling up, or will you be
moving green in one direction and
orange in another?

Certainly in the short term
we have made a commitment that
we will be retaining our individual
brand. We're unlike our competi-
tors who tend to go under one
name as we have Jacobsen,
Ransomes, Cushman, Ryan and
Bobcat to name only a few. Now I
can see a time coming when we
start to think about developing the
next generation of Textron prod-
ucts and that's where we will look
at taking the best of the orange
and the best of the green and come
up with a totally new product.
Whether we look at dual branding
is something we will have to wait
and see. It depends upon how the
market reacts because I don't
believe we can force our opinions
on the market.

There will be people who particu-
larly like the Ransomes name, or

the Jacobsen name. I don't think
we can ride roughshod over cus-
tomer preferences. We are bringing
together Jacobsen with a 76 year
history and Ransomes with a his-
tory of over 200 years. You don't
throw that history, that experience
and that customer loyalty away.
Textron paid a lot of money for
some of those things so we've got
to hold on to it.

SMac: There must have been,
and no doubt still are, teething
troubles. In effect you've taken two
large jigsaws, thrown all the pieces
in the air, let them land on the
floor and are now trying to make
one even bigger jigsaw.

When you bring together
two well established organisations
like Jacobsen and Ransomes there
are obviously going to be differ-
ences in culture, style and attitude
and we are trying to bring all these
things together ... and do it very
quickly. But I think it's gone
remarkably well.

The deal was done at the begin-
ning of February this year, and I
didn't know I was going to be
involved until it was signed and
sealed and Textron asked us to
stay on.

But you always have thoughts. It
took a long time to bring the deal
to fruition and I couldn't had gone
through that time without actively
thinking what I would do if I were
pulling it all together. So I can
hardly say I started on day one
with a clean piece of paper.

SMac: With Textron's European
base now at the old Ransomes
base in Ipswich how have the
Kettering-based Jacobsen staff
dealt with the situation?

,\ I always think that if you
have to take tough decisions you
must do so quickfy and with some
degree of compassion for those
people whose lives are going to be
affected. There were some very
clear cut decisions to make. For
example we have a major manufac-
turing facility here at Ipswich
which was gomg to be one of the
key advantages for Textron in the
acquisition. It did not make sense
to have a separate distribution
centre at Kettering, particular
when we are six or seven miles
from the port of Felixstowe where
all the product comes into. So it
was a very easy decision that
Ipswich would be the main manu-
facturing and distribution point
for the whole of Europe.

Similarly in Germany we had
two facilities for our sales organi-
sations and we've pulled that back
to one while in France we still
haven't made up our minds
although we will have a central
location so again there will be
rationalisation.

Again in the United States there
were similar decisions being made.
We did not need two sales organi-
sations or two offices so we decid-
ed to go to Rasine near Chicago,
very largely because communica-
tions are easier.

Some of these decisions were
fairly straight forward.

Then we had to make more fun-
damental decisions. How do we
take the business forward? On
that we decided we would create a
concept of Centres of Excellence.
For example in the US the Centre
of Excellence for cylinder products
will be Charlotte, for rotary prod-
ucts it is Johnson Creek, while for
vehicles and aeration it is Lincoln.
The Rasine facility will produce
cutting units and be the major
machine shop.

Here at Ipswich we will concen-
trate on both cylinder and rotary
products while we will continue to
import aeration and vehicle prod-
ucts from the US as the volume
doesn't justify setting up new pro-
duction lines.

SMac: Both Jacobsen and
Ransomes had large dealer net-
works, what decisions are being
taken with regard to them?

I We are going to be quite
demanding. Our distributer has a
right to expect a level of service
from us and for us to value him as
an independent business man but
he must become totally self suffi-
cient to be able to serve the mar-
ket in which they are in. That
means that they must be financial-
ly strong and have succession
plans in place.

We are going to grow so our deal-
ers will not only have sufficient
resources but also the ambition to
grow to the same extent and speed
as us.

In some areas it will move quick-
er than others because those deci-
sions will be easier to make than
others.

In some cases we will continue
with dealers who handle specific
products and others who will carry
the whole line of products.

There is no time table or set
agenda but we do want to get to
tfie strongest distribution set up as
quickly as we can.



SMac: Have you been surprised,
as much of the industry has been,
that Ransomes has not been swal-
lowed up in the deal and, with
you at the head, Ransomes and
not Jacobsen is seen as the domi-
nant partner?

P I don't see it as a case of
Ransomes domination or Jacobsen
domination. The Textron manage-
ment looked at it and asked "How
are we going to manage this com-
pany?" It just so happens that
they decided to have myself as
President and Paul Hollingworth
as Vice President. I think they
looked at the results we'd achieved
at Ransomes over the past three
years and decided that we could
make money out of this business
and would be a good team to head
up the business. It would have
been silly to get rid of that experi-
ence ..

What we've done is try to pro-
duce a good team and we've
looked at people in both organisa-
tions and tried to mould them
together.

If you look at the geographical
spread of the business there are
parts where Ransomes were
stronger and others where
Jacobsen were stronger. In the UK
Ransomes had a very strong posi-
tion not only in the golf market
but also in the commercial grass
cutting side so it tends to give the
impression that Ransomes are
dominant but in other parts of the
world it is slightly different.

SMac: How would you persuade
the average BIGGA member that
having two of the biggest names
in the industry under one roof is a
good thing?

Well, I think that he is
going to have more choice. With
these two companies coming
together it means that we are not
knocking each other but pulling
our resources and combining
them to be able to give BIGGA
members a better product and a
better service.

Around 1200 greenkeepers a
year visit us at Ipswich and I
think now we will be in a better
position to listen and have
greater resources to respond. It's
unrealistic to ask a greenkeeper
what he wants, we're supposed to
be the experts in terms of
machinery, but we have to listen
to the trends and translate these
into the sort of equipment that is
going to playa part for the green-
keeper.

SMac: What do you think the
industry is going to be like in
five or ten years time?

P\ Ever since I joined
Ransomes there was talk in the
machinery side that there were
too many players and everyone
wondered where the rationalisa-
tion would take place. The com-
ing together of Ransomes and
Jacobsen is really an indication
that there has been some consol-
idation and I believe we will see
more.

The reason for this is that there
has been a slow down in the
growth of golf worldwide,
although it is still forecast to
grow, albeit at a slower pace.

In terms or trends, environ-
mental issues are going to con-
tinue to gain in importance while
people are going to continue to
demand a higher level of presen-
tation.

SMac: On a personal note how
does your new job differ from
your old one?

In 1993 when I joined
Ransomes it was very much a
rescue situation for the first 12
to 18 months. Having then
gained a degree of stability it was
a question of how to grow the
company and although we dra-
matically improved the financial
base we were always a small com-
pany playing against the big
boys.

The change is to move from
that to being part of Textron
which is a huge multi industry
company which is where I really
started when I worked for BTR.

At Ransomes we weren't short
on ideas or ambitions and we
knew where we wanted to take the
company but the difference then
was that we didn't have the
immediate resources.

That doesn't apply now. If we
can put forward a good solid case
we do now have the financial
backing to do something sooner
rather than later.

I'd given some thought to
whether I wanted to stay in this
industry or move on but a lot of
people had shown a lot of loyalty
through some difficult times and
worked extremely had to bring
success back to Ransomes so I felt
that if the right opportunity came
I'd stay. I felt lowed it to these
people to try to give them some
continuity and at the end of the
day it's a nice industry to work in
and is a lot of fun.

PUTTING
SOIL TECHNOLOGY

ON THE RIGHT
COURSE

Consistency of the growing medium is the key to superior greens
and tees, which is why Rufford place such importance on the

uniform particle size and the quality of all our sand/soil products
Uniform size of from Rootzone m?,es to

particles is essential Top-dressing mediums.
in resisting With Rufford you know they must
compaction. be the best, because

• Materials are constantly checked.
• All dressings are heat treated.
• Uniform particle size.
• Soil analysis service.
• Guaranteed quality.
• Professional advice.

Of course, achieving such consistently high
quality products is only possible when the

technical aspects of each sand/soil mix is under
the tightest control. Again an area in which Rufford is uniquely
qualified, not only operating our own quarries,
but with in-house laboratories constantly monitoring their output.

Call us today and find
out why greenkeepers

throughout the country
rely on Rufford

for quality and service
second to none.

ENGLAND & WALES

Tel: 01260 281801
SCOTLAND

Tel: 01324 714477
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Dressings and coarse

sand71 Wide range, for
(IS I bunkers to greens _
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made to order mixes
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Mix
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Soil
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Mixes tees & fairway divoting
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East

Before I start I must apologise for
not having a piece last month but
there was no news to write about.
So that was the reason.

Since the last time I wrote to you
we have had our first tournament
of the season, at Royal Muss-
elburgh Golf Club. I wish to thank
the Captain and Council for cour-
tesy of the course, the catering
staff for keeping us well fed and
equally well watered and also Head
Greenkeeper, John Reid and his
staff, for the excellent condition of
the course.

The weather started off well,
then some rain then the sun
appeared again to finish off an
excellent day. We had a very good
turnout from members, trade and
guests. We would like to thank the
trade for helping with cards, score-
board etc and for providing us with
raffle prizes.

The results are as follows: Best
Scratch, K. Mail, 67; Cat 1. 1. I.

Bell, 71(BIH); 2. T Shepherd, 71;
3. C. Gilholm, 72(BIH). Cat 2. 1.
A. Russell, 71(BIH); 2. M. Ewing,
71; 3. S Halliday; 73. Cat 3., 1. }.
Lumsden, 68.; 2. C. Pennycuick,
75; 3. J. Nesbit, 77. Veteran, R.
Dugan, 76; New Member, R.
Mullen, 70; Trade, I. Henderson,
71; Guest, R. McCulloch, 75.
Highest score of the day, P. J.
Zawinski. After all that if I missed
anybody please let me know on the
usual number!

Next on the agenda was the com-
mittee day at the Hirsel Golf Club,
Coldstream, which was sponsored
by local Toro dealer A M Russell
Ltd. When we all were picked up
en route the rain was falling lightly
but as we got closer the rain was
getting heavier and when we even-
tually got there the course was
under several inches of water in
places and the course closed signs
were up and the rain didn't look
like stopping so that was it closed
for the day.

After some frantic phone calls we
located our sponsors for the day
who were somewhere en route,
who arrived soon after calling
them. We did some more frantic
phoning and with thanks to com-
mittee member, Craig Pennycuick,

Winterfield Golf Club, Dunbar, we
managed to secure a round of golf,
plus meals at his club. Thanks to
him, Captain and Council for cour-
tesy, Club Professional, Steward
and Stewardess, catering staff, etc
for their help at such short notice.

Also thanks to Hirsel Golf Club
for organising our day but due to
the weather it was not to be, we
hope to go back there sometime in
the future. And I must say their
new clubhouse is very impressive.
So it was all back into the mini-bus
after a couple of liquid refresh-
ments and up the road, to Dunbar.
After lunch we decided due (yet
again) to the weather we would
play the last 10 holes, thank good-
ness as the wind was howling, the
sea spray was splashing up onto
the course and it was cold as well.
I thought we played this tourna-
ment in the summer not January.
The result was; winner - Craig
Pennycuick. Chairman v Vice
Chairman match = V Chairman's
team. Well done Craig who
retained the Eddie Holt Trophy for
the second year in a row. No per-
son has done that before, so come
on lads let's see some better per-
formances next year. So last but
not least thanks to Craig and his

staff for having the course in fine
condition.

The East Section summer Texas
Scramble, at ICingsAcre, was held
in June and results will be pub-
lished shortly. A big well done to
two members who have just com-
pleted their HNC in Golf Course
Management at Oatridge College.
They are Scott Corrigan, Green-
burn Golf Club and Andrew
Forrest, Swanston Golf Club. Both
passed all sections of their two
year courses. All the best to every-
one who has passed their first year
and is going on to do year 2. Also
congratulations to any members
that have just finished years 1-2-3
or 4 at Oatridge College or
Elmwood. Well done to each and
everyone of you. If anyone has
anything you want me to let
everyone else know drop me a line
or a call on 01620-842037 home,
0131 445 7165 work or 74
Muirfield Drive, Gullane, East
Lothian, EH31 2HJ.

SO come on, it's your Section if
you have got anything of interest
lets hear from you. So that's it for
this month, hope to hear from you
soon or your will hear from me in
this report next time around.

Chris Yeaman .

multi-core •Aerators Ltd
MCIO MC20MC15

Available in three working widths, able to carry out
highly effective turf aeration to a maximum depth
of 125mm (Sin).

Choice of solid, hollow, slicing or chisel tines to suit
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Exceptional workrate enables turf to be restored
quickly to normal use.

First class design and build quality ensures years of
productive operation. Easy to set and convenient to
maintain - the ideal aerator for all you turf surfaces.

New needle tine heads with 5mm or 8mm diameter
tines capable of aerating to 125mm with no surface
marking. With a suitable forward tractor speed to
produce a 40mm x 40mm square pattern, 625 holes
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Central
We begin with congratulations

going to Section member Elliott
Smafl on his appointment as Vice
Chairman of the Association, and
winning the Veteran's Trophy at
the Scottish Tournament at West
Kilbride, I haven't asked him
which one means the most! The
appointment to the BOM is an
honour Elliott deserves for all the
work he has put into both SIGGA
and BIGGA over the years and I
am sure you will all join me in
wishing him every success during
his forthcoming terms of office.
Elliott's wife, Edna, thought that
she would see a bit more of him
when he gave up as Regional
Administrator for Scotland last
year, but now he is going to be on
his travels again she will just have
to take up knitting, painting/dec-
orating or something to pass the
time.

Joining us this month is
Kenneth Robb, from Falkirk.
Kenneth is an apprentice at
Falkirk Tryst Golf Club and hope-
fully we will get the chance to
meet him at some of our events in
the near future. Things are a bit
quiet on the news front at the
moment, everyone is too busy

coping with fixture lists, holidays,
the terrific summer weather we
are having, rain, hail, frost, sun-
shine and that was June! Never
mind things can only get better. If
you recall, over the past few
months we have been trying to
find ways of reducing Section
expenditure, I bet you are all say-
ing, "Oh really?" as nobody
replied to the request for ideas.
Anyway, one way would be to
place the entry forms for the golf
tournaments and events in the
magazine, which would save a
considerable amount on postage,
stationery etc.

So look out for changes in the
near future! Not a lot, I know, but
hopefully there will be more next
time.

John Crawford

Ayrshire
Sorry for a blank column last

month with no news and nothing
to report. No more news reported
this month, however the Scottish
Region Tournament was enjoyed
at West Kilbride Golf Club, on
June 23. Our thanks to Peter
Boyd for a well run event and for
promptly tying up proceedings to
enable us to watch a certain

World Cup match. Your efforts
were in vain Peter. A full report of
this event will appear elsewhere
in this magazine but congratula-
tions to our members who con-
tributed for us to win the Best
Section Trophy and to young
Barry Crawford, from Old
Prestwick, who used his golf and
greenkeeping experience over the
West Kilbride Links to record a
fine scratch score of 70-3-67 to
become the Scottish Champion.
Congratulations also to Jim Paton
and his greenstaff for the fine
condition of the course as the
weather did no favours on the
day.

Our Section would like to wish
Elliott Small well in his new posi-
tion as our Association's Vice
Chairman to Gordon Child. This
came after George Brown stepped
down due to work commitments.

Finally I would like to say Hello
to Mark McBride a mate from my
HNC days at Langside and say
Beith Golf Club's annual outing
visits Windyhill on August 24
and all going well I hope to see
you then Mark. Any news 01505
683278 (Evenings) or 0498
634122.

lain Barr

North
Another three new members to

welcome this month. David Busset
f~om Edzell, Gavin Neil from Tain,
and Wayne Gordon from Elgin, are
added to our ever growing member-
ship list, which is now at its highest
ever. We wish Chris Cumming, of
Fortrose, a full recovery from his
car accident, and hope to see him
up and about soon. Not too much
to say about Section members at
the "Scottish" at West Kilbride, no
big trophy winners this year.

As mentioned last month, here
are the winners of the first three
draws of the 200 Club. January
£30 No 68 Jeffrey Herd, Banchory,
February £30 No. 74 Robert
Klimas Wick, April £100 No 60
George Gray, Newmacher. The rea-
son there are only three winners is
because the March winner had not
paid for his ticket. At the time of
writing he had still not paid, with
the deadline for outstanding dues
fast approaching. It is therefore
likely that we will have five draws
to do at our Autumn outing in
September, as we will have to
redraw the March winner. The tick-
ets not sold will be sold at the
reduced price of £4 each as, of
course, there are fewer prizes left.

WWW.EAGLEONEGOLF.CC

ONLINE. ALLTHE TIME.
View the entire Eagle One Golf Products catalog online,

along with monthly specials and up-to-date price lists.
ANYTIME. ANYWHERE.

1201 W. Katella Ave.
Orange, CA 92867 USA

1 714 997 1400 PHON
1 714 997 3400 FAX
info@eagleonegolf.com E''4~ On 1k, l<iqJdeCJUMe~

SPECIAL FREIGHT OFFERS AVAILABLE! CALL FOR DETAILS • WE USE RECYCLED PLASTIC
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This cuts down our funds unfortu-
nately, so please next year if you get
a card and do not want it, then at
least have the decency to return it
promptly so we can resell it and
maximise fund raising. Also, one of
you out there looks like missing out
on £30 because you did not buy
your ticket this year!

Finally, next month I hope to
have all the details of our One Day
Conference to be held at the end of
November. We have our Speakers
sorted out but were let down with
the venue, however, we expect to
get that organised soon and will
reveal all in September.

lain Macleod

~
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Northern

Ken Christie organised a dinner
dance which took place on
Saturday, July 4, at Northcliffe Golf
Club. There was an excellent turn
out of around 50 people. Mike
Brear and his barmy army again
turned out in force to get the after
dinner disco off to a flying start.
Thanks Ken for taking time to
organise the event and maybe we
can arrange a barbecue evening for
later in the year?

Myself and many fellow green-
keepers were shocked to hear that
Gary Potter, of Skipton Golf Club,
had been involved in a bad accident
at work. The incident happened in
the greenkeepers sheds, but fortu-
natefy Gary had his mobile phone
at hand to enable him to contact
the emergency services. After
undergoing surgery, Gary is back at
home, but will be "laid" up for
some time until he makes .a full
recovery. From all of the Northern
Section we wish Gary a full, speedy
recovery and we hope to see him
gracing the fairways in the near
future. The President's Day
Tournament had to be cancelled
due to inclement weather. Up to
press we haven't finished any of the
fixtures this year. I hope the weath-
er is better for the Roses match and
the following Invitation Day tour-
naments. If anyone has any news
from within the Section please con-
tact me at 1 Cockley Meadows,
Kirkheaton, Huddersfield, HD5
OLA or ring me on 01484 317813
or 0411 601420.

Simon Heppenstall

North East
The following new members have

joined the Section: S. Cooper,
Slaley Hall; G. Dawson, Close
House; S. Embleton-Ryton, S.
Hagar, Crook; J. Ivil, South Moor;
J. Keay, Close House; G. Milliken,
Seahouses; 1. Patterson, Gosforth;
R. Peebles, Close House; T. Pickles,
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Seaham; C. French, Student; D.
Hawikins, Student; M. Lowdon,
City of Newcastle.

There has been quite a bit of
movement up to now in the
Section this year with the following
members; Neil Parkin, from
Hexham to South Moor as Deputy
Head; Robbie Williams, from
Matfen Hall to Slaley Hall; Gary
Reynolds, from South Moor to
Slaley Hall; John Surtees, from
Slaley Hall to Hexham; Craig
Parkinson, from Slaley Hall to
Matfen Hall as Course Manager
and myself, from Slaley Hall to
Hexham as Deputy Head.

Just a reminder that the Autumn
comp, is at Consett GC, on
Thursday, September 24 tee off at
9.30pm. If anyone has any news
please let me know or any more
moves.

Jimmy Richardson

Sheffield
On July 1 we held our annual

competition at Worksop Golf Club.
Our thanks go to Worksop for giv-
ing us the courtesy of their course.
After the recent weeks' weather we
were very lucky and managed to
stay dry all day. Our thanks go to
Barry Lax and his staff for the
excellent condition of Worksop,
well done Barry! I think the day
was enjoyed by everyone who
played, although I think the course
was found rather tight by mani
who played, me included! - Didn t
I, Jeremy? Thanks also go to the
catering staff who provided an
excellent meal which was enjoyed
by everyone. Thanks also go to
trade members who provided some
of the prizes. There was some very
good golf played and with a net 69
the eventual winner was Stuart
Pigott, from Bondhay Golf Club.

Results,!. S. Pigott, 69, best back
9; 2. D. Chappell, 69; 3. J.
Goldthorpe, 71. The best gross of
the day was won by Dave Chappell
with an excellent score of 78. Our
guest prize was won by Arnie
Senior, Worksop's Greens
Chairman. Our next golf is our
Autumn Competition on
September 29, to be held at
Gainsborough Golf Club, 1pm tee
off.

Once again may I ask the person
who has a trophy they won at our
annual competition held at
Cavendish Golf Club in 1995,
could they please return it!
Congratulations go to Barry
Heaney who won a set of golf clubs
in the Buy a Brick raffle.
Congratulations go to Graham
Wells and his wife on the birth of
their baby girl recently.

Finally may I wish all the best and
a full recovery to two of our mem-
bers, Kevin Atherton, of Coxmoor,
and Brian Alton of Serbly Park.
Kevin recently suffered a stroke,
we all hope you get well soon and
take it nice and easy Kev! Brian

recently had a heart by-pass opera-
tion, we all hope you get well soon.
Take it nice and easy Brian.

J V Lax

everybody. I am sure the links
courses have not suffered, includ-
ing Royal Birkdale. I dropped in
to see Chris Whittle three weeks
before The Open and the course
was looking exceptionally green
and in lovely condition.

The summer tournament on
June 25 was played at Haydock
Park GC with a good turnout of
45 competitors. The course was

North West
According to the Met Office this

has been the wettest June on
record for many years, and I am
sure that for most of you, it has
been far too wet. Not so for

Without doubt, the new verri-

Drain Mustang is the fastest, most

effective aerator on the market today.

Whilst it still features the unique,

patented 'heave' action, there are many

new improvements, including single

point arm adjustment, a stronger tine

support system and fewer working parts.



in perfect condition thanks to
Ken Bennison and his staff, who
must have been working flat out
for weeks to have the course look-
ing so good. Some excellent
scores where returned, and the
winner of the Reg Vickers trophy
was Mike Davie with a 76-11-65.
Once again the members of the
trade helped to swell the prize
table, allowing prizes to 13th

nett. I would like to thank
Haydock Golf Club for allowing
us courtesy of the course, and use
of their facilities, the caterers for
a lovely meal and an excellent bar
service, Ken Bennison and his
staff for preparing the course to
such a high standard, and the
members of the trade for donat-
ing prizes.

The following companies donat-

ed prizes, SISIS, County Crops,
Gary Worrall Groundcare, Rigby
Taylor, Richard Campey, Cheshire
Sand & Top Dressing, Rufford
Soil Technology, Amenity
Technology, Acorn Equipment,
Cheshire Turf Machinery. The
day was enjoyed by everybody,
and the sun shone for a change,

A further reminder about forth-
coming golf events. Steward's

Match, Warrington GC, August
24. Roses Match, Swinton Park
GC, August 26. Autumn
Tournament, Dean Wood GC
September 17. I will require a
team of 16 for each of the match-
es with the Stewards & Roses
Match.

Anybody interested please con-
tact me on 0151 7245412.

Bert Cross.

It can drive its 6" tines, solid or

hollow, at a faster rate than any other

aerator, which makes it the perfect

machine for high speed runs down the

fairway and for even shorter work on the

greens.
The new Mustang joins the market-

leading range of verti-Drains that have

outsold and outperformed all
competitors for the past 20 years.

And, with an aerator to suit

virtually every application, it's the widest

range available anywhere.

But one word of caution.

The new Mustang is fast; so fast

that you may get done in a flash.

Contact us now for further

information or a demonstration of the new

Vern-Drain Mustang on 01428 661222.

Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd,

~ydown Industrial Estate, Weydown

Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU2l lOW
'Iel: 01428 661222. Fax: 01428 661218.

E-Mail: ctm@dircon.co.uk

Web Site: http://www.redexim.com
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Cleveland
First sorry about June's news but

I did not get it sent in on time. Well
on the news front things are very
quiet I think most greenkeepers are
struggling with the weather, we
might as well call June the Monsoon
season. Our course has kept open
and we have only lost four to five
days where some local courses have
been shut for up to a week.

On a more sombre note Ossie
Tallentire, a retired greenkeeper
from Brancepeth, lost his wife to
cancer in June. Everybody who
knows Ossie has sent him letters
and cards giving him support in his
hours of need.

Getting back to Section news it's
been a short letter this month so if
anyone has anything to report
please give me or any Committee
member a ring, I know we are all
going flat out at the present time,
but there must be something going
on (that's printable of course) so if
anyone is getting promoted or mar-
ried, having babies ... or if anyone
wants to have a child give me a
ring. I'm free most Fridays.

Kevin (Scoop) Heslop.

North Wales
Firstly, apologies, a couple of

months ago I welcomed new mem-
bers to our Section but due to the
fact that I can't seem to understand
PTO, thinking it was something
that sticks out of the back of a trac-
tor I missed the following. Jeff Jago,
Stephen Fort, Jon Astles, Stephen
Wright, Sutton Hall Golf Club &
Delroy Bruffell, Northrop Country
Park. Sorry lads a very belated wel-
come to you.

I had a lad come to see me he's
nearly 20 years of age; got his first
aid and spraying certificates; has
worked at a couple of clubs and is
looking to further his career, he
lives in North East Wales and
seems very ambitious. So if any of
you out there are looking for some-
one who has experience please
phone me on 01824 710693.
Congratulations go out to Dewi
Lloyd Hughes, Head Greenkeeper
at Pwllhellis Golf Club, on com-
pleting 25 years at the club. That's
from his staff Alwyn, Iwan, Dylan
and Steve, the Section and all his
friends in the trade. The annual
awards day took place at the college
on June 25. (Sorry I couldn't make
it Graham). Prizes were awarded to
students who produce high stan-
dards of achievement and were
donated by the trade. Thanks once
again for the support shown by the
trade. This year each student was
presented with a copy of Jim
Arthur's book "Practical
Greenkeeping". Congratulations to
all award winners, who were: The
Gem Professional Merit Prize, Paul
Simon, Welsh College; The Walker
Engineering Prize, Emyr Rowlands,
Storws; The Rufford Merit prize,
Ian Ellis, Ruthin Pwllglas; The
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Mommersteeg Merit Prize, Philip
Davies, Rhuddlan; The Merit Prize,
Martin Roberts, Caernarvon; The
Martin Bros Merit Prize, Robert
Jones, Old Padeswood; The ICAM
Prize, Barry Williams; The C-J.
Mitchelmore Prize, Huw Townsley
and Practical Plant ID Prize, Sarah
Tait.

It's July 3 and so far I've seen
more rain than Noah. Anyone want
to buy any silage!

Dave Goodridge

Midland Region
A note for your diaries. The

Midland Region Seminar will be
held this year at Mentmore Golf &
Country Club, near Leighton
Buzzard, on November 18.
Applications for attendance will be
sent to all BIGGA members in the
Midland Region during August.
BTME 99. There will be a limited
number of places available to
BIGGA Midland Region members
on the SW & South Wales Region
coach, which will travel from the
home counties to Harrogate via the
M 1 to the BTME. There will also
be a number of rooms available in
the Imperial Hotel, Harrogate at
£321er night B&B. Anyone inter-
este shou1d contact the SW &
South Wales Regional
Administrator, Paula Humphries,
on 01363-82777.

P J Larter

East Midlands
We now have a new company

sponsor for this year's Autumn
Tournament, Banks Amenity
Products Ltd. As I'm sure you are
all aware this year's event will
take place on September 3, cour-
tesy of Scraptoft Gc. The results
in this year's singles knock out are
as follows; 1st Round C.
Chamberlain, Scraptoft, beat J.
Bedford, Birstall, 3&1. A. Porter,
Greetham Valley, won 1 up against
K. Davis, Lutterworth. 2nd
Round A. Bindley, Kirby Muxloe,
beat D. James, Scraptoft, 7&6.
Please remember that the Semi-
Finals must be played by August
31.

Sorry I have no more news for
you this month, but if you the
members have anything you
would like to see in this article,
please give me a call.

Antony Bindley

Mid Anglia
Our next golf event to be held is

the Summer tournament on
Thursday, August 27, at Leighton
Buzzard Golf Club. Should you
wish to play, please ensure that

entries are sent to Richard
Saunders, our Match Secretary, by
Monday, August 17. The golf for-
mat for the day will be an 18 hole
Stableford in the morning, fol-
lowed by a nine hole Texas scram-
ble, after lunch.

All the Lodgeway four ball
league matches will have been
completed by now, with the seven
league winners and best runner-up
going forward to the quarter final
knockout stage. These matches
need to be played before the end
of August. Finally, good luck to
Duncan McGilvray in his new
appointment as Course Manager
at Potters Bar Golf Club, after 11
years at Letchworth Golf Club.

Paul Lockett

East Anglia
Stowmarket was the venue for

the TORO sponsored Captain and
Greenkeeper Shield which was won
by Greg McHugh and Neville
Keteringham. I think Greg won
just about everything that day as
you will see in due course. Roger
Eade and his men did a fantastic
job in presenting the course in
great shape. Unlike some members
we know it isn't all due to "the rain
we had lately". I think there were
about 60 greenkeepers and two
guests trying to master the course.
As you will see we all failed. In Cat
1 which was pretty tight; 1. M.
Gill, 32pts; 2. P Howard, 32pts; 3.
M. Brewster, 31pts.Cat 2 which
was just as tight; 1. Greg McHugh,
33pts (overall winner of the TORO
Shield); 2. B. Porter, 32pts; 3.
Mike Virley; 32 pts. In Cat 3,
equally tight; 1. Richard Mitchell,
31 pts; 2. Martin Myson, 31 pts; 3.
Ernie Hart, 30pts. Trade prize was
won by David Cole, 37pts. Guest
prize, Mr G. Page, 34pts. Nearest
the Pin was Dick Moore, Eaton
Captain. Longest Drive, Gary
Cunningham. The Ladies' prize
was won by Jayne Leslie, Lyndon's
guest.

Talking of Lyndon he won the
Loo Seat. (Been there, done that).
£50 was donated to Papworth by
those not wearing BIGGA ties.
Prizes were donated by TORO,
SISIS, Rushbooks, CMW; Rigby
Taylor and presented by Mr Denis
Learning, Club Captain. Our
thanks to all concerned at
Stowmarket for a really good day
out. There was also another good
day out sponsored by Rushbooks,
SISIS, Rhone Poulenc and
Levingtons at Brett Vale back in
June. It really was a good day.
Colin, Bob and Brian air did their
bit to make the day go well. They
are always worth the entrance
money. A bit like Larry, Mo and
Curley (The three stooges for those
who can remember that far back). I
think Colin is a good Curley.
Anyway thanks for a good day. See
you all on the next tee.

Mick Lathrope

Midland
By the time you will receive this

magazine we will have played the
Summer Tournament at the
Wrekin Golf Club and hopefully
everybody will have enjoyed them-
selves and the weather would have
be kind for us. But the way this
year's summer has gone up to this
time who can blame us for being
sceptical. The deadline for entries
to the Autumn tournament to be
played at Edgbaston is August 31,
please get your entries in as soon as
possible. There is the possibility
that we can arrange a 5 a side tour-
nament at the Bescot Stadium, this
will probably take place in the
evening. Anyone interested please
contact Andrew Smith on 01676
523020.

As a committee it has been sug-
gested that we should try to
arrange a quiz night in a local pub,
so again will anyone who is inter-
ested please contact Andrew Smith
on the above number. In my last
report I told you of my new address
but did not have a telephone num-
ber at that time, here is my new
number- 01562 861434. Finally I
would like to introduce this months
new members; David Carr, Craig
Campbell, Dean Hill, Robert
Harris and David Healy.

Jonathan Wood

Sussex
The Sussex Section enjoyed a

superb day at Slinford Park Golf
Club on July 2, perhaps the
brandy supplied on arrival at 7.30
am had the desired effect and set
everyone up for a 9 hole Texas
Scramble before breakfast proper
was served! This Competition
which was sponsored by Scotts
was won by the Team of J on Hill,
Peter Ray and Mike
Butrymowicz. The afternoon was
an Individual Stableford spon-
sored by Avoncrop Amenity
Products, the winner being John
Shepherd, narrowly beating Peter
Rayon count-back. John Hill was
third. The Guest's Prize was
taken by Peter Baynham, narrow-
ly beating Gary Ogilvie who had
some consolation by winning the
longest drive. The Nearest the Pin
was won by Steve Vogels. The
highlight of the Prize giving how-
ever was the presentation of the
"Longest Walk" prize to Bruce
Alexander who really deserved a
special award for completing the
round!

It was difficult to get players in
to dinner because the setting at
Slinfold is so relaxing, with the
bar opening out on to a balcony
overlooking the l Oth tee which is



set in the middle of a lake giving
a very formidable drive over a
considerable distance of water,
and Greenkeepers seem to get a
great deal of pleasure from watch-
ing Members (who now had the
course back for themselves) dri-
ving into the water!

The meal however was worth it
and it would be fair to say it was
only surpassed by the condition
of the course that Course
Manager, Paul McDowell, had
presented to us that day. Those of
us who had played Slinfold in its
earlier days could not believe the
incredible improvement of the
course over the last few years and
a lot of credit is due to Paul and
his General Manager, Stephen
Blake, who is also a full member
of BIGGA.

All that remains is to thank Neil
Cleverly for his efforts and to
inform those present that Neil is
making a good recovery from his
seven nervous breakdowns that
he suffered on the day! I'm sure
that Members would not drop out
at the last minute if they saw
what Neil had to go through in
order for the Texas scramble and
the rest of the day to go so well!

Derek Farrington

Kent
Considering the weather during

June, the Section were indeed
fortunate that the rain stopped
in time to tee-off and turned into
a fine afternoon (if a little
windy)! at Boughton Golf Club
on the 25th. Most golfers have a
pre-set impression of a well used
pay and play golf course. When it
comes to Boughton, forget it.
The course is set in beautiful
Kent countryside and Course
Manager, Gary Debenham, had it
in superb condition for our visit,
and with Club Captain, John
Epps, making us so welcome it
would have been difficult not to
have had a superb day. It was also
very encouraging that the atten-
dance was greatly improved for
this meeting, making it so much
more enjoyable for all concerned.
As so often happens local knowl-
edge proved to be an advantage
with the winners of the Best
Gross and Best Net Scores going
to Greenkeepers from the
Course, James Duncan and Philip
Belton respectively, both winning
some superb glassware generously
provided by Rigby Taylors, as did
Neil Pullen, Willmott-Pertwee,
who won the Guest's Prize. Not
to be outdone Bernard
Diddhams, of Rigby Taylor, won
the Willmott Pertwee "Nearest
the Pin" Prize!

Don't forget, the next Golf Day
for the Section is at Westerham
on August 11, so please try to get
there and make it more enjoyable
for everyone.

Huw Morgan

Surrey
Congratulations to Ken Harding

who is now in charge at
Worplesdon Golf Club. We all
wish him good luck, good weather
and a co-operative Greens
Committee. Epsom Golf Club had
a very successful Pro Am on the
May 21. The course was in terrific
condition and I understand that
Doug Fernie, the Head
Greenkeeper, who played in the
event was among the prize win-
ners. Your committee met on
Monday evening the June 1 at the
Drift Golf Club. Ernest Doe has
kindly agreed to sponsor the
Cresta Cup, at Foxhills Golf Club,
on the June 16 and the winners of
that competition will appear in the
August magazine.

Other forthcoming events
include and the McMillan Tankard
on the August 5. If any member
needs further information on any
of the above events please contact
Ted Stiles, your Section Secretary.
Peter Broadbent and his team at
Effingham Golf Club are still talk-
ing about an unwanted visitor who
arrived with a bang at the end of
May. A thunderbolt struck proper-
ty within yards of the sheds at
Effingham causing fire damage,
shock and additional laundry
expenses for the greens staff! The
third round of the Huxley Bowl
Competition should have been
played by the end of June and the
draw for the quarter finals will be
by now in the hands of the suc-
cessful teams.

Brian Willmott

Essex
Well, August is generally the

month for the holiday makers and
if you have already had a break or
with one coming up on the hori-
zon, no one can argue with the
fact that we have earned a rest
from the pressures endured during
the first half of the year. On to the
golf front, with our golfing day at
Thorpe Hall GC being played on
August 7 a report will appear in a
later edition.

The next golf day will be a joint
effort with our neighbours East
Anglia on August 26, at Stoke By
Nayland GC giving us a chance to
meet up with some old friends. For
further details contact Richard
Pride 01268 752281. Education,
the second day (for those who
attended the first in March) will
be on November 17 at Stock
Brook Manor GC, price £12, for
the Frank Newberry Management
Skills. Details will be sent out.

Jason Brown, from Chelmsford
GC, is our latest recruit to join the
Section and we give him a warm
welcome. I am only on the end of
a telephone waiting for ideas or
news to write about, so come on
pick up the phone and start
dialling 01702 522202.

Dave Wells
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

--..... .-... :

Devon and Cornwall
As in previous years the

Section will hold six meetings
during the winter as promised in
last month's article. I have
included dates and venues in my
report this month which are as
follows. The Roffey's meeting,
October 14, Saunton GC; The
Devon Garden Machinery meet-
ing, November 11, Lanhydrock
CC; The P.J Flegg meeting,
December 9, Okehampton GC;
The Barenbrug meeting, January
27, Bude GC; The Avoncrop
meeting, February 24, St Enodoc
GC; The Rhone Poulenc &
Supaturf meeting, March 24,
Venue to be confirmed.

Please note the changes to our
meeting programme listed below;
1. Golfing members to receive
starting times before meeting
with a draw for partners being
introduced to avoid same old
groups playing together, this will
be done for all meetings include
foursome competitions etc. 2.
Company and golf presentation
to conclude the day. 3. A levy of
£2 will be added to each entry
received after the closing date. 4.
As some members have problems
paying before meetings, they will
be able to continue to pay on the
day without being levied as long
as the entry has been received
before the closing date, any
member who doesn't attend after
entering will be invoiced if no
payment is received. Have you
booked your place on the regions
trip to BTME at Harrogate yet as
places are going fast? For more
information call Paula
Humphries on 01363 82777.

Richard Whyman

South Coast
Our Annual Golf Match against

the South West Section wil1 take
place at Yeovil Golf Club on
Wednesday, September 16.
Those of you who would like to
play contact our Tournament
Organiser; Trevor Smith, Manet,
Horton Road, Horton Heath,
Wimbourne, Dorset, BH21 6SB,
Tel 0410 835242.

Arrangements seem to be well
in hand for a visit to Hankley
Common Golf Club. Last year
you may remember we visited
The London Golf Club. As this
proved to be very successful we
have decided to visit Hankley
Common this year. All of you
who wish to go on the trip let
our Secretary know as soon as
possible; [ef Drake, 6 Villiers
Walk, Wash Common, Newbury,
Berks, RG14 6SJ, Tel 01635
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846575. [ef can then make the
necessary transport arrange-
ments. The exact date has not
been confirmed yet. I can tell
you it will be early November.
Confirmation of the date will be
in next month's report.

Another plug for BTME. In the
July report 1 mentioned the
prices for the coach and the bar-
gains on offer. I can now tell you
that if we can get the support
from you the members, a coach
will be run for the South Coast
Section. It is envisaged it will
start from Bournemouth and
make its way through the
Section to the MI. This will save
all the hassle of making our way
to Bristol to pick up the coach.
All those of you who would like
to make the trip should contact
Regional Administrator, Paula
Humphries. For those of you
who have not been before its
something not to be missed.
Paula would like your booking
forms returned as soon as possi-
ble along with your deposits.
This is to enable her to book the
hotel accommodation.

Our Regional Seminar will be
held at Cannington on
Wednesday, November 25. Some
very good speakers have been
approached. Although the list
has not been finalised, I can tell
you that Frank Newberry will be
there. He will be talking about
communication. His topic will be
Making Committees Work for
you. He is also doing a work-
shop. Tony Rees will be talking
about Risk Assessment. Ian
McMillan will be giving us an
account of his achievements over
the year. John Miller will be
there from Supaturf, who, I has-
ten to add, are the main sponsors
for the Seminar. Dave Phillips
from Mommersteeg will be talk-
ing about grass seed. More
details will be forwarded to you
in due course. However I think
you can see it should be a very
informative day Let's have some
good support from the South
Coast.

Ken Lodge

South West
Illfracombe was the venue for

the annual match against the
South West Secretaries. I am
afraid I was not able to make this
match but Captain Matt Hawker
told me all about it. I remember
playing this course about 20
years ago and seem to recall find-
ing the club by going to the sea-
side town of Illfracombe and
then travelling in a vertical direc-
tion for about a mile. Delightful
on a pleasant day but this appar-
ently was more of your howling
gale and torrential rain type
weather. It was summed up with
Matt's first tee shot that, once
air borne, actually managed to

travel backwards over his head.
In fact the entire match appears
to have been more of an
endurance test which the green-
keepers won by two matches and
three halved. This is obviously
due to the superior physical
attributes of the greenkeepers
and would also expfain why our
very own administrator, Paula,
was playi~g for the secretaries on
this occasion. This was not an
act of gross treason but, as she so
diplomatically pointed out, was
merely an excuse for her to
admire the physical form of two
greenkeepers as she went round
instead of one. Very understand-
able in my opinion, especially
when one considers the shape of
your average Club Secretary. I
seem to recall Illfracombe being
blessed with an unusually high
number of blind shots which is
just as well as our poor
Chairman Gordon Child was
unable to see a thing anyway
through his glasses in the typical
June weather. Thanks Gordon for
playing for us and thanks also to
John Palfrey and Avoncrop who
very kindly sponsored a mini bus
to take everyone down there.
They also sponsored the prizes
and provided Robert the driver
so as all our team could politely
sample the local refreshments.
The next match is on September
16 and is against the might of
the South Coast Section at
Yeovil. As an added incentive
there will be team BIGGA shirts
provided for all competitors on
our team.

Marc Haring

North East
We held a BBQ and Deep

Bunker Chipping competition at
Greenmount CoIlege, Antrim on
July 3. The event was extremely
well supported by members from
both Sections. The North East
Section would like to thank J. A.
Humphrey for sponsoring the
Chipping Competition and spe-
cial thanks to Elizabeth Wilson
for all her help and support. We
would hope to make this an
annual event. Thanks must also
go to Greenmount College for
the use of their facilities, Neil
McLaughlin for setting it up and
cooking the food and our
Secretary, Mark Farrell and his
mum, for purchasing and prepar-
ing the food.

Congratulations to Nick
Webber, Portstewart GC, who
has just become Greenmount
College's top student 1996-1998
NVQ II. He has also won the

1.0.G cup for best student and
has won the Northern Ireland
Toro Young Greenkeeper. We all
hope that Nick will go on to do
well for himself. And if all that
were not enough Nick will repre-
sent Northern Ireland in an
international team against
America. The Hayter
International Cup match to be
held at Cherokee Town &
Country Club in Atlanta,
Georgia, in October. A reminder
to an our members that our
AGM will take place on August
24, at Allen Park Golf Centre, at
7pm sharp. We are also holding
an 18 hole competition that day,
tee off time is 2pm sharp. The
committee has been working on
an agenda for the next 12
months. If anyone has any ideas,
or would like to see a particular
event taking place please contact
myself on 01574 276001.
Finally on the move are Lee
Eager, who moves to Allen Park;
Mark Farrell, Mark Cassidy and
myself who move to Stakis Park
Templepatrick.

South East
The latest member to the

South East Section this month is
Ronald Neil, from Royal Co
Down Golf Club. On July 1 our
Section had a golf day at Malone
Golf Club. The weather was per-
fect although some of the golf
may not have been, myself
included. The prizes were pro-
vided by Rite Feed and the win-
ners were; 1. Gordon McBride; 2.
James Logan; 3. Alison Sloan;
and "nearest the pin" went to
Alan Stracon, Royal Co Down.
Tensions were running high at
the bar as one or two arguments
arose over handicaps but all was
settled and everyone had a good
day. Many thanks again to
Richard Lawrence from Ritefeed
for the prizes and his hospitality
in the clubhouse and also to
Malone Golf Club.

Jonathan McCabe

See you all next month!



Do you want this much
confidence in an irrigation system ...

~smuc
Trust, because more golf courses

world-wide select Taro irrigation systems
than all other brands combined.

Dependability, as Taro products are
used on approximately 80% of the
PGA European Tour golf courses.

Assurance, from the first manufacturer
to achieve ISO 9000 certification
on turf care equipment.
Reliability, with a network of qualified
dealers trained to respond to your
needs with quality service and support.

Total Solutions, from the ground up

Hydroscape is the UK and Ireland m2'J; t'l . .
Distributor for Taro Irrigation Products ~ For more Information call 01425476261

Hydroscape, Water House, 10 Carvers Industrial Estate,
Southampton Road, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1JS.

Tel: 01425 476261 Fax: 01425472380.
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ANY DAY... ANY SEASON M~:~QQRvuNrT

•••

Load small topdressers and work vehicles in only 7
to 10 seconds, no wasted travel, no labor.

Attach any tow type chipper and do all your
winter clean up in a fraction of the time and cost.

Material handling is a long term
proposition ... with exceptional versatility
the MH-400 is your best long term solution.

Topdress large areas from 15 to 40 feet wide in
minutes using sand, lime, gypsum or compost, without
disrupting play.

ORIC VERY DA~ •• -
WITH THE SUPER VERSATILITY OF THE j\jJ}J~dUU
MATERIAL DELIVERY UNIT AND QUICK ATTACH
OPTIONS - NO TOOLS REQUIRED.

Fill bunkers
and traps,
build retaining
walls ...
Perfect for
construction
and renovation
tasks. Reach
over 15 feet
from the back
of the unit.

Backfill ditchlines, build cart
paths, or place wood chips
and compost around trees,
plants and in flower beds.
The cross conveyor can
move in any direction.

Exceeding our customers
expectations for performance and

reliability since 1978.

IN CANADA
~48945 Yale Road East ~

Chilliwack, B.C. Canada V2P 6H4 ~
Tel (604) 794-7078· Fax (604) 794-3446

Web: www.tycrop.com



The 127th Open Championship

Royal Birkdale wins the

Chris Whittle, right, and
his magnificent men

The Claret Jug may have gone to
the man currently in possession of
the Green Jacket, and the hearts of
everyone to a 17 year old amateur,
but the real winner during the
127th Open Championship was
Royal Birkdale itself which had
been brought to a peak by Chris
Whittle and his superb team.

That there was not a blade of
grass out of place was testimony to
the course preparation. That the
winning score was level par showed
that despite the space age advances
in ball and club techno1ogy in the

hands of the finest exponents of the
game in the world, 18 magnificent
holes and a testing wind can still
produce a stalemate.

The excellent work over the last
few years by Chris and his team
was complemented by that of the
BIGGA Greenkeeping Support
Team, sponsored by Stylo for the
first time, who provided a divoting
team before and after each day's
playas well as someone to rake the
bunkers with each of the matches
every day.

In difficult conditions the
Support team produced profession-
al performances on the course, par-
ticularly during the play-off - which
involved speeding to the chosen
holes in advance of the players and
raking every bunker from there to
the finish - and many stories to
take home off the course.

Top of the latter list must come
from Russell Black, of Westerhope
GC, and Kevin Bell, of Elmwood
College GC, who, having missed
the last mini bus back to their hotel
on the final day, were given a ride
back into Southport by none other
than Mark O'Meara, the new Open
Champion, himself.

The BIGGA Marquee in the
Tented Village was graced by visits
from the Association's President,
Viscount Whitelaw, as well as Jaime
Ortiz Patino, President of
Valderrama Golf Club.

Great BIGGA Bunker
Competition

For the fourth successive year
BIGGA ran a competition in the
Media Centre to estimate how
many bunkers the BIGGA Support
Team would rake during the course
of the four days. Each member of
the team was issued with a score
card to record every bunker a play-
er went into which, as well as sup-
plying the data for the competi-
tion allowed BIGGA to supply
valuable information to the press
and media on a daily basis cover-
ing how many bunkers were
found, which hole had been most
and least costly and who, among
the players had spent most time in
the sand.

As the Support Team members
also recorded any incidents which
occurred with their match these
were also put together in a daily
press release which was distributed
to the press, BBC Television and
Radio Five Live.

A separate competition was also
held for the members of the
Support team

The Royal Birkdale Bunker
Raking Statistics

Day 1. 355
Day 2. 406
Day 3. 226
Day 4. 153 (including one

in play-off)

Overall 1140
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The 127th Open Championship

Action men including (above top) Russell Black,
Westerhope GC, raking the bunker from which
Brian Watts played his stunning recovery to force
the play-off, and (middle) Scott Purdy of
Ashbourne GC, and above, the team preparing the
18th for the play-off.

Below: Robert Hogarth, Cathcart Castle GC, after
running all the way to the 15th in the play-off!
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The 127th Open Championship

Left: With the new Open Champion.
Above: Marcus Hamon, of Royal Guernsey with
Tiger Woods' ball.
Below left: Close to the action.
Below right: About to receive the acclaim.

Winners Press and Media
Day I. Anne Wilson, STRI

Turfgiass Bulletin, 351.
Day 2. David Hamilton, Press

Association Sport, 401.
Day 3. John Huggan, Golf

Digest, 222.
Day 4. Mark Garrod, Press

Association Golf Correspondent,
160.

Overall winner Tim Glover, The
Independent, 1160.

Tim wins a Hayter Harrier 48
lawn mower. The presentation will
be made in due course by IGm
Macfie, Sales and Marketing
Director of Hayter, who kindly
donated the mower.

BIGGA Support Team Winners
Day 1. John Berry, Penrith GC,

354
Day 2. Robert Hogarth, Cathcart

Castle GC, 405
Day 3. Ian Semple, Old Fold

Manor, 224
Day 4. John Berry, 156.

Overall winner, John Berry,
Penrith GC, 1234.

History of the Bunker Data
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Rd 1 214 501 344 355
Rd 2 201 577 272 406
Rd 3 130 269 107 226
Rd 4 156 271 136 153
Total 701 1618 859 1140

Total for four years = 4418

Support Team Snippets
Bob Estes found sand so often

during the first round that his cad-
die asked BIGGA Greenkeeping
Support Team member, Anthony
Davies, of Prestbury GC, if he
would mind joining the US Tour as
their personal bunker raker. .

Tiger Woods nipped off to the 100
after teeing off on the II th but
finding the Gents engaged used the
ladies instead. Information sup-
plied by BIGGA Greenkeeping
Support Team member Russel1
Black, of Westerhope GC, in the
north east.

The BlGGA Greenkeeping
Support Team has provided sup-
port to the resident greenkeeping
team at every Open Championship
since St Andrews in 1984.

This year the team contains
greenkeepers from golf clubs
including Wentworth, East Sussex
National, Royal Guernsey,
Clandeboye, in Ulster, and
Valderrama and from as far north
as Tain and south as St Enedoc in
Cornwall.

Mark Calcavecchia came up with
an excuse many club golfers would
have been proud of during the sec-
ond round. On the 15th hole he
ripped off his hat saying that it was
too tight and he couldn't think!
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The 127th Open Championship

Information supplied by BIGGA
Greenkeeping Support Team mem-
ber,Terry Crawford, of Clandeboye
GC, in Ulster.

Stuart Appleby encountered some
of Royal Birkdale's renowned
wildlife during his second round. He
found the rough to the right hand
side of the 16th green but had to
wait for a frog to move from beside
his ball before he could play. Last
year Royal Birkdale was the
Northern Regional winner of the
BIGGA Golf Environment competi-
tion in association with Amazone
and Rhone Poulenc. Information
supplied by BIGGA Greenkeeping
Support Team member, Ian Semple,
Old Fold Manor cc

Darren Lee had a spectator to
thank for saving him on the 18th in
the second round. He had lost his
ball on the right hand side of the
18th but a spectator who had
watched it land jumped over the
barrier on the left side of the fairway
and led Darren straight to his ball.
He returned to his place arms raised
in triumph to a round of applause
from the gallery. Information sup-
plied by BIGGA Greenkeeping
Support Team member Chris
Sheehan, of West Derby Gc.

BIGGA Greenkeeping Support
Team member,Stuart Hogg, certain-
ly impressed one of his players,
Dudley Hart, during the second
round. Dudley was watching as
Stuart raked one of his bunkers and
turned to his caddie and said, "Now
that's how a trap should be raked."
They then offered to take Stuart
with them to the US Tour. Stuart
works at Fortrose and Rosemarkie
Gc.

US Open Champion Lee Janzen
was cleaning his contact lens
between tee and green in Saturday's
third round but dropped one near a
ditch. Fortunately he was able to
find it just before the Rules Man
stood on it! . Information supplied
by BIGGA Greenkeeping Support
Team member, Billy Merritt, of
Allerton Park Gc.

BIGGA Greenkeeping Support
Team member Anthony Davies, of
Prestbury Park, who was with Nick
Faldo's match met Prince Andrew
on the 17th fairway. The Prince
came up behind Anthony and asked
what club he thought Faldo would
be playing., "A 7-iron maybe?"
Anthony replied "Maybe for you,
Sir. For Faldo a 9." The Prince
agreed. Information supplied by
B1GGA Greenkeeping Support
Team member, Anthony Davies, of
Prestbury Park Gc.

Anthony also had to rake a bunker
after a Faldo supporter fell into it
trying to get a little closer to his idol
in the third round.

Justin Leonard called a shot on
himself at the 2nd when his ball
moved slightly in a bunker. No-one
noticed apart from himself and the
Greenkeeper Support Team member
Robert Hogarth, of Cathcart Castle
Gc. The referee was called, the ball
replaced and an extra shot added to
the score. Information supplied by
BIGGA Greenkeeping Support
Team member, Robert Hogarth, of
Cathcart Castle Gc.
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Above (top): Tom
Woolley of Eastbourne
GC on the 7th.

Above left: Chris
.•• Kennedy, Gordon

Child, George Brown
and Walter Woods
share a joke.

Above: Some well-
known faces share a
drink in the BIGGA
marquee.

Left: The divoting
team on Saturday
evening.



Are you wearing Softspikes" Plastic Cleats
or just plastic cleats?

XPTM Extra
Performance
8 cleats are angled
outward to provide
superior traction
on turf.
Dome design and
Durativane" polymer
construction provide
increased durability.
Dome design also limits
clogging.

eW\
XP-M
NEW zinc-coated
metal thread offers
easy installation
and even greater
retention.
8 cleats
outward
provide
superior
traction
on turf.

~ j
Softspikes®

The World's Number I

Unit C 17 Wem Industrial Estate
Soulton Road Wem SY4 SSD

Tel: +44 (0)1939 235711
Fax: +44 (0)1939 235722

E-mail: sales@softspikes.co.uk
Internet www.softspikes.co.uk

and: www.softspikes.com

Appointed Softsplkerdlstrlbutor for the UK
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Specially designed for easy loading
by one person ...

• Direct into all types
of top dresser

• No hand loading

• Saves time
• Turf saver tyres
• Hydraulically

operated controls

• Unrestricted
operator viewing

...just some of the benefits,
to know more contact:

Marton Hall Lane, Marton, Macclesfield,
Cheshire, SK 11 9HG

Tel: +44 (0)1260 224568 Fax: +44 (0)1260 224791

Sharpes International Seeds Limited, Sleaford, Lines. NG34 7HA. Tel: 01529304511. Fax: 01529 303908. e-mail: sharpes@dial.pipex.eom
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The BIGGA Golf Day 1998

BT Mobile sponsored BIGGA's second golf day, and
walked off with some of the top prizes as well ...

UPWARDLY

The second annual BIGGA Golf
Day more than lived up to the stan-
dard set by its predecessor as 34
teams put club to ball on one of the
few decent days served up by the
month of June.

With the ability to enjoy oneself
just as important as a talent for hol-
ing difficult putts and driving long
distances the old adage about it
being more important to take part
than to win found its true home.

There were more non winners
than winners at Aldwark Manor
Golf and Country Club on the
evening of June 22 but even those
who had left their best shots on the
practice range had contented smiles
of their faces as they watched the
wonderful prizes being presented.

The Texas Scramble format with
three drives from each player and a
maximum handicap allowance of six
ensured a tight competition, tight
that is apart from the winning team
who came from the sponsors. BT2
took no prisoners with a magnifi-

in association with

A passing cameraman is visibly
shocked at the amount on the

plate of Aldwark Manor's Head
Greenkeeper, Richard Gamble

cent score of 56.8, over three shots
clear of another British Telecom
team, representing BT Internet,
showing that for sure if "Driving is
for Show Putting is for Dough".

The day was graced by several well
known faces with the star guest
being Ian Mercer, alias Gary Mallet
from Coronation Street. Ian played
in the day as part of the Granada
Studio's team which would have
also featured Phil Middlemiss, Des
Barnes to you and 1. Unfortunately
Phil's show biz lifestyle got in the
way of his trip to Aldwark Manor
and he had to cry off a week before
the day.

Ian thoroughly enjoyed his day
and mingled with all the guests even
finding time for a few holes the day
before and the day after the event
thanks to a window in his filming
commitments on "The Street".

From the sporting world football,
cricket and rugby union were repre-
sented with ex-Scottish Inter-
nationalist Bobby Moncur, now
employed by Aldwark Manor, ex-
Yorkshire County Player, Ashley
Metcalfe, and our own Midland
Regional Administrator, Peter
Larter who is, of course, an ex-
British Lion.

The day will have bitter sweet
memories for two of the competi-
tors who shall remain nameless.
Those who know the first hole at
Aldwark Manor will recall that it is
a par 3 of around 160 yards with a
tight entrance guarded by out of
bounds and a tree to the left and
some trees and the driveway on the
right. One player saw his errant tee
shot slice off to the right bounce off
the bonnet of a car and finish six
feet from the flag. The legacy was a
fine start for one team and a dirty
big dent in the car of another of the
players, a man indeed, whose jour-
ney to the day the year before had
been interrupted by a broken wind-
screen.

"BT Mobile is delighted to have
been the sole sponsor of the 1998
BIGGA Golf Tournament. Juding

by the positive feedback received,
not only from our guests but from
the other companies that attended
this was clearly a successful and
enjoyable day," said Gill Shaw,
Events Manager, BT Mobile.

"I was particularly impressed by
BIGGA on the day, who catered for
all the participants' needs, no mat-
ter what the requirement, nothing
was too much trouble.

I was extremely pleased with the
high levels of participation.
Everyone appeared to be enjoying
themselves and I am now really
looking forward to receiving the
complimentary video.

"As the UK's leading provider of
mobile communication products
and services we arre committed to
sponsoring events such as BIGGA,
that deliver our overall business
objectives and further develop the
strong relationships upon which our
business is founded," added Gill.

1st. BT2.
Paul Titman, Eric Black,
Stuart Johnson and Phil
Purssey.

2nd. BT Internet 2.
P. Monaghan, D. Hinchcliffe,
J. Braidy and D. Dwight.

3rd. Turf Mech.
Andy Davey, David Series,
Alister Rowell and Craig
Hardy.

Nearest the Pin. Frank Flaherty.
Longest Drive. David Norton.

The day also featured the drawing
of the Buy a Brick Raffle which
raised a substantial sum of money
for the new headquarters which is
making great progress a 100 yards
from the existing office.

Remarkably the top prize, a set of
golf clubs and bag was won by
BIGGA Past Captain Barry Heaney,
whose name was drawn out by cur-
rent BIGGA Chairman Gordon
Child.

A full list of prize winners
appears on page 10.
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The BIGGA Golf Day 1998

Above: Past Chairman, Barry Heaney
receive top prize in the Buy a Brick

Raffle from Gordon Child.

Above Right: BT Mobile 2, Paul
Titman, Eric Black, Stuart Johnson

and Phil Purssey showed the rest of
the field a clean pair of heels to take

top honours.

Right: Richard Minton, Kim Macfie,
Bob Moncur, James McEvoy and

David Butler contemplate the day
ahead.
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i The BIGGA Golf Day 1998
i,

Winner of the putting competition lain
Macleod (above) and the nearest the pin
Frank Flaherty receive their hip flasks from Ian.

Above: BT Internet 2 (Runners-up) pictured receiving their prizes from
Ian Mercer.
Below: Third placed Turf Mech receive their prize from Ian.

Below: Ian Mercer-displays a touch of style,
and a lovely pair of knees, on the 1st tee
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The BIGGA Golf Day 1998

Right: Golf Day sponsors, BT
Mobile display their wares.

Below: BIGGA Executive
Director, Neil Thomas, mistook

this wedge for a cricket bat.

Below right: The Rovers with
a beer garden? I think not!

Ian Mercer and pals relax
after a hectic day.
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Every club should
have a professional
like this!

The Hayter FM514 is a purpose-built 5-gang
mower that's equal to the challenge of any course.
Since no two golf courses are the same, the FM is
designed to adapt. Unique 26" floating heads follow
the ground contours closely for a superb finish.

Ground holding is gentle but firm. Wide front axle,
broad tyres and variable weight transfer system give
traction with minimum turf or soil damage.

And behind it all is the sheer power of a Kubota
35hp engine. With 'on-demand' 4-wheel drive
transmission and differential locking you have total
mastery.

t·~---_ ..-.--
HAYT'E'R--- -- -~-~

Call now to arrange a demonstration

Hayter Limited
Spellbrook Bishop's Stortford Herts CM23 4BU England t

Tel: 01279723444 Fax: 01279 600338 f
~

Every club should have a professional like this!



Prime

World r nowned golf course photographer and
regular Greenkeeper International contributer.
Brian Morgan. gets one of his real gripes of
his chest and comes up with an idea which
could make golf courses look a lot tidier ...

I call it the "Augusta Rule" - If it
stands still paint it green.

Many courses would look a lot
better if they applied this rule and
painted everything dark green.
From the maintenance building to
the rain shelter and from the
bunker rakes to the hazard stakes.

Hazard Stakes? I hear you say,
yes instead of long yellow or red
stakes why not green with a red or
yellow strip and Out of Bounds
with a white strip.

As a golf course photographer
I've lost count of the hours I've
spent tidying up even very well
groomed courses. Moving bunker
rakes and hazard stakes. I pho-
tographed Augusta for 16 years,
re-photographing each hole every
year for their publications.
Augusta has no hazard stakes, you
are either in the hazard or not.
Even during the Masters the only
concession they make to the pro-
fessionals is to paint a thin red or
yellow line around the places
where there may be a dispute.

Most golfers don't even know
the rules concerning balls in haz-
ards except to drop back under the
penalty of one stroke.

For those of you who don't
know, there are different options
for relief, depending how it is
marked. Even professional Tour
players are often unsure of these
options so the simpler we can keep
it the better.

I don't see hazard stakes along
the Swilcan Burn at St Andrews or
Out of Bounds signs or stakes
along the 16th by the old railway
line or the 17th or the 18th. The
out of bounds are only mentioned

on the scorecard. If the Swilcan
Burn was on most courses I'm sure
there would be dozens of red and
yellow stakes. For the burn not
only crosses the 1st and 18th
holes it bends to run almost paral-
lel at times.

If famous courses which host
major tournaments can do with-
out stakes why not your course?
Golf's ruling bodies don't make
any mention of the size or colour
or ways to mark hazards. The
European Tour has its own people
who work with the greens staff to
mark the tournament courses for
GUR and paint lines along haz-
ards which may be unclear.

Clubs should designate all Out
of Bounds on the scorecard and if
a hazard has to be marked do it as
subtly as possible. My design for
hazard stakes should be adopted
and recommended by Golf's gov-
erning bodies so that we have a
standardised system and the
stakes can be made simply and
cheaply
Here is my Idea.
If stake is at junction of
red and yellow . two lines



The "Morgan" hazard stake is not
exactly new. I'm sure I have seen it
before but from an aesthetic view-
point it certainly does the job. I am
sure some golfers will say they have
to see the hazard from a distance
but there is nothing in the rules of
golf which say you have to be able
to see every hazard. In fact many
courses have blind holes and to go
back to the Old Course it is not
easy to see the burn on the 1st or
on Augusta to see where the pond
starts when playing your second
shot from the right side of the fair-
way on the 11tho

,,'<~{' .~"~'.

WSAfllUM I'ATCH

••..• ~. :;1'-;

OOlLARSrOT

Prevents &
cures for up
to 3months

In a lot of cases the old adage
applies "It's only blind the first
time." So off you go and pick up all
the stakes on the course, have a
nice bonfire and think about not
having to move them every time
you mow!

See how long it is before anyone
notices and see how few complain.
Swat up on the rules concerning
hazards and see how many of these
"know it all" complainers can
recite all the options for all the sit-
uations.

Restake the course with my type
of markers but only if you have to!

VITAX LIMITED, OWEN STREET, COALVILLE, LEICS LE67 3DE. TEL: 01530 510060
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Clark Cable may not have given a damn when he was in Atlanta starring
in Gone With The Wind but you can be sure that the 24 players who
compete in the second Hayter International Cup will be extremely
impressed when they play the three courses chosen for the match ...

Frankly my dear, we all give a

The closing hole at the Golf
Club of Georgia which might
well decide the match.

The 24 competitors in the Hayter
International Cup match being
played in October in Atlanta, host
city for the '96 Olympic Games,
can look forward to the match
being decided over three of the
finest courses they could wish to
play.

The format is along the lines of
the Ryder Cup with foursomes and
fourballs matches deciding who will
hold an edge going into the final
day singles to decide the destina-
tion of the Cup.

The foursomes will be played at
Cherokee Country Club on the

Tuesday, and as always in such a
difficult form of golf much will
depend on the non-playing
Captains Gordon Child and George
Renault and their ability to find a
winning formula when selecting the
pairings. With five points on offer
it will be important not to give too
much away before the fourball
matches the following day at the
prestigious Peachtree Golf Club
where another five points will be up
for grabs.

Both Captains will be looking to
take a lead into final day singles at
the Golf Club of Georgia but neu-
trals will no doubt be hoping that
there is not more than a couple of
points in it as the final 12 points
are played out.

"I'm sure that we are in for an
exciting three days of golf but I'm
particularly looking forward to a
repeat of the marvellous atmos-
phere and camaraderie that was
created at West Lanes Golf Club
two years ago," said Hayter Sales
and Marketing Director, IGm
Macfie.

Cherokee Town and Country
Club has 18 holes under construc-
tion and, at present, it isn't decided
which 18 holes will be used for the
tournament. Which ever one gets
the vote is sure to be an exciting
challenge for the opening day of
the match

The Superintendent is Randy
Nichols.

Peachtree was the venue for the
1989 Walker Cup match which is
remembered, on this side of the
Atlantic anyway for the manner of
Great Britain and Ireland's victory
with Jim Milligan chipping in at
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damn

HAYTER
The Americas Team
Non Playing Captain
George Renault, USA

Paul McGinniss
Alta Mesa Country Club. USA

Dave Fearis
Blue Hills Country Club, USA

Tommy D. Witt
Still Waters Resort, USA

Doug Meyer
Cedarbrook G&CC, Canada

Dean Pillar
Cordova Bay GC, Canada

Mike Baden
Cranbrook G&CC, Canada

Ken Mangum
Atlanta Athletic Club, USA

AI Pondel
Deerfield GC, USA

Jim Dusch, USA

Sylvain Alarie
Club de Golf St. Jerome, Canada

Ricardo de Udaeta
Argentinean Golf Assoc., Argentina

Alejandro Young
Argentinean Golf Assoc., Argentina

Fairfield Court
Fairfield, Brookland
Romney Marsh
Kent TN29 9RX

~TPI IAtiTel: 01797 344731
Fax: 01797 344737

Full Rest of the World Team

Non-Playing Captain -
Gordon Child, England

Australia - Peter Frewin

England - Andy Sheehan,
Bentley GC, Essex

Finland· Jorma Eriksson

France· Remy Dorbeau

Germany· Andreas Kauler

Ireland· Nick Webber.
Portstewart GC, Co Antrim

Norway. Atle Revheim Hansen

Scotland· Derek Wilson,
Irvine Bogside GC

Spain· Eugenio Rezola

Sweden· Martin Sternberg

Switzerland . Pierre Ambrosin

Wales· Russell Lewis,
Northop Country Club. Flintshire

The Hayter International Cup will
be played In the week beginning
October 11, 1998.

60 Greenkeeper International August 1998

th~ final hole to grab the vital half
pomt from American legend Jay
Segal. By coincidence the Green
Committee Chairman is Danny
Yates, who is Captain of next
year's ~erica!1 Walker Cup team.
He WIll certamly be looking to
avenge that famous defeat.

The course was designed by the
great Bobby Jones in 1948,
rounds per year, has nine water
hazards and 50 bunkers and is

Above: The victorious
Americas team from two
years ago

Below: Kim Macfie who came
up with the concept for the
Hayter International Cup

Below right: The two non-
playing captains from two
years ago, Bruce Williams
and Dean Cleaver



described as having rolling terrain.
It is a measure of the exclusive
nature of the course and the hon-
our the Hayter International Cup
team members will feel that the
course has a mere 12,500 rounds
per annum.

The Superintendent is William
Shirley.

The Golf Club of Georgia will
offer a superb opportunity for
those with an interest in nature to

see some unusual wildlife as rac-
coon, beaver and muskrat are list-
ed as on the course. No doubt the
beaver enjoy the five water haz-
ards on the course more than the
golfers might while there are 60
bunkers to get snare anyone who
avoids the water. Like Peachtree
the greens stimp at nine and a half
for tournament play.

The Superintendent is Travis
Shirley.

HAYTERINTERNATIONALCUP_-
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Saltex '98 Preview

SEE

SALlE
Sports, Amenities. Landscaping
8-10 September '98 Windsor Racecourse

YOU IN WINDSOR
The annual outdoor Saltex Show, at Windsor, in
September, is the ideal complement to our own
indoor BTME Show, at Harrogate in January.

It will again be a case of all roads heading to
Windsor on September 8-10 for the annual
Saltex Show and this year the emphasis is
very much on special working features.
More than 12,400 square metres of the
48,500 square metres of space available at
the show has been dedicated to working
demonstration areas where machinery will be
put through its paces before the gaze of
potential purchasers.
"Machinery and equipment demonstrations
are one of the main reasons why people keep
coming back to Saltex," said Show Director
Jon Gibson.
"People spend a lot of money on some of this
machinery and it's not enough simply to find
out about it from leaflets and brochures. No-
one would be foolish enough to buy a car
without first giving it a test drive, so why
should the attitude be different towards buy-
ing a tractor."

However, Gibson adds that the demonstration
areas are not just not about giving visitors a
better look at equipment.
"Some companies us the exhibition to intro-
duce a prototype and they need feedback from
visitors so that they can make adjustments
before launching the real thing," he explained.
Among the companies exhibiting for the first
time including Stihl, Twose Turf and Spray and
Zaun while MJ Abbott are among the compa-
nies returning to the show after a gap.
The show will also include a free seminar pro-
gramme, running throughout the three days of
the show.
Among the special guest speakers will be
Eddie Seaward, Head Groundsman at the AII-
England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club, who also
spoke at this year's BTME, while the English
Sports Council will give information on the
Lottery Sports Fund and how to attract fund-
ing.
BIGGA will again be well represented at the
Show with a prominently placed stand G1 and
a team of staff keen to meet existing and
prospective BIGGA members.

How to get to Saltex
SALTEX is held at Windsor Racecourse.
About 20 miles west of Central London,
Windsor is easy to reach by rail, road and
air. Heathrow is only a 15 minute drive
away; Gatwick and Luton are within an
hour's drive.

By road
From the M25. Leave the motorway at
Junction 15, where you'll join the M4, head-
ing west.
From the M4: Westbound -- leave M4 at
junction 6. Eastbound -- leave M4 at junction
8/9. Then follow brown and white signs for
Windsor racecourse.

By rail
From London Paddington: Leave the train at
Slough and join the local service to Windsor
and Eton Central Station. Approximate jour-
ney time is 35 minutes.
From London Waterloo: Leave the train at
Windsor and Eton Riverside Station.
Approximate journey time is 45 minutes.
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Saltex '98 Preview

• • •WARDLEW Consulting Engineers Ltd
Independent Irrigation Consultants

& Project Managers

Golf Irrigation Specialists
• Feasibility studies, water supply and storage
• Irrigation system designs, technical specifications
• Bills of quantities, tender documents
• Supervision of installation & project management
• System appraisals & upgrade recommendations

Our independence ensures you get:

Impartial, objective and practical advice
• A system designed to meet the specific needs of your course

• Awell-designed, reliable & efficient irrigation system

Value for money
& peace of mind

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

Head Office (Midlands): I Southern Office: I Scotland Office:
Giles Wardle Bill Hawthorn Phil Langdon

Tel/Fax: 01283711864 Tel/Fax: 01483 278416 Tel/Fax: 01259 742447
E-mail: wardle@avnet.co.uk E-mail:hawthorn@avnet.co.uk E-mail: langdon@avnet.co.uk

Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones
and Sands:

• Own a quarry containing the highest quality
Cheshire Silica Sand?

• Produce all products to BS EN ISO 9002?

• Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand
which they produce, to ensure the highest quality?

• Test every batch of Top dressing and Root Zone to
assure you the consistency which you require?

• Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of
Top Dressing per day, so that you will not be let
down at the busiest times of the year?

• Use top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are
in the right place, at the right time and without a
mess?

If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these, we
would be delighted to.

Please call 01270 765996 for prompt service and delivery.

Arclid Quarry
Congleton Road
Sand bach
Cheshire
CWl14SN
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Throughout '98 Avoncrop
Amenity Products have continued
to develop their range of turf'
products to enable turf managers
to meet ever increasing expecta-
tions and challenges of producing
high quality playing surfaces. We
have also developed a range of
products and services which help
turf managers to meet strict
environmental regulations and
will be exhibiting the latest prod-
ucts from our own AAP range;
Scotts Turf & Amenity; Rhone-
Poulenc; Supaturf; Farmura;
Headland and Vitax. The organic
and microbial products from
Green Releaf and Terralift will
also be featured.

EXHIBITOR
Listings, listings, listings, listings, listings, listings

Amenity Technology -
Stand 071

Amenity Technology will be
launching a number of new
ranges at this year's Saltex
show, which will herald a new
generation of Amenity Products
to take the company into the new
millennium.

This year Amenity Technology
have moved their stand further
forward to allow easier access
and as in previous year's free
gifts will be available to the first
500 visitors every day, so don't
be late!

Amenity Technology continue to
pioneer developments in prod-
ucts to the amenity market. A
visit in to the Amenity
Technology show stand is the
best way to find what is new in
the amenity market.

Avoncrop -
Stand H71-73

Details of the new highly suc-
cessful AA Chemical Container
Disposal Service will be available
along with a range of the latest
spraying, line marking and golf
sundries.

The BAA/Basis Advanced
Contractor Certification
Scheme (Supported by
Rhone-Poulenc Amenity) -
Stand T30

Rhone-Poulenc, as a Company
focused to improving standards
in the Amenity Industry, is sup-
porting the BAA/BASIS
Advanced Contractor
Certification Scheme. Amenity
Spraying Contractors, D.S.O's
and D.L.O's can gain certification
through this new scheme. This
will be indicate to Local

Authorities and other customers,
that the contractor is operating
very high standards of pesticide
application. Local Authorities will
be encouraged to use only
"Advanced" contractors in their
tenders. This quality concept is
important with the move from
Compulsive Competitive
Tendering (CCT), to the Best
Value principle within Local
Authorities.

Barenbrug -
Stand 112

Whether it's dedicated profes-
sionals or enthusiastic amateurs,
when sports players take to the
turf they expect nothing less
than perfection. Which is why
turf managers from all disciplines
should seek out the Barenbrug
stand. Their technical advisors
will be on hand to discuss
Barenbrug's extensive range of
quality grass seed varieties and
mixtures. Barenbrug's BAR 2 is
today's most successful mixture
on golf and bowling greens. The
presence of BARCROWN, slen-
der creeping red fescue, provides
compactness, disease resistance
and drought tolerance; this mix-
ture offers a perfect sward. If
shade or dryness is an issue, it
will be worth investigating the
newly formulated BAR 15. Also
suitable on golf fairways, this
mixture requires only minimal
maintenance.

BLEC - Stand V43 and
demonstration area num-
bers A29-33 & A43-47.

With an increasing demand to
mechanise and create higher pro-
ductivity in the landscape, turf-
care and amenity industry, we at
BLEC are able to offer an exten-
sive range of equipment to meet
that need. Experience dating
back to the 1950s has given us
first hand knowledge of the
industry's requirements, both
from a technical and cost effec-
tive point of view. BLEC are con-
stantly researching and develop-
ing new equipment for the future
- confirming our total commit-
ment to establish BLEC in the
forefront for many years to
come. To purchase a BLEC prod-
uct is to invest in a machine
designed and built to serve you
reliably and efficiently.
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Complete Weed Control·
Stand E33

Following its highly successful
introduction at Saltex 97, Weed-
It, the winner of the award for
Best New Landscape Product at
Saltex 97, will be shown in final
production form.

Weed-It is an acronym for Weed
Economical Eradication
Detection - Intelligent
Technology. This employs an
optic sensor working on the prin-
ciple of measuring luminescence
picked up from the chlorophyll in
a plant by using an infra-red light
and optic sensor. When a weed is
identified, a signal is sent to the
computer that effectively tells
the sprayer to turn on a jet and
spot treat the weed.

The unit incorporates a sealed
chemical handling system that
reduces exposure to the chemical
by both operator and public alike,
and also minimises problems
with chemical disposal and waste
packaging.

The Sisis Ecospray designed
specifically for spraying close
mown areas, and developed by
Complete Weed Control and
Cranfield University, will also be
on display.

Eagle Promotions .
Stand 024

Eagle Promotions provide an
extensive range of services to
Golf Clubs from the initial
Course Measure through to
Scorecards, Yardage Books and
other Point of Play accessories.
This Exhibition enables us to
show our exciting choice of sig-
nage for the Golf Industry. Our
signage is developing around our
ability to create any image
etched into zinc plate. These
mounted on stone, moulded rock
and wood create truly spectacu-
lar sign systems. For more infor-
mation please contact Philip
Mclnley or call on 0860 239 354.

Eric Hunter Grinders -
Stand Q12

The chance to witness relief
angle grinding first hand, is
offered by Eric Hunter Grinders
Ltd. Eric and his team will be
demonstrating the unique capa-
bilities of the Jupiter and Juno
machines which are the only
grinders guaranteed to grind a
cylinder perfectly parallel to

0.004" over 30". Both models
offer a total service to golf clubs,
with their ability to accurately
relief grind cylinders "in situ" or
out with the benefit of coolant,
and also precision grind bottom
blades.

The increasingly popular "in -
frame" Jupiter is top of the
range. It is built, like the stan-
dard machine, of heavy duty cast
iron, ensuring that both models
give accurate results for at least
50 years. The Juno offers all the
advantages of the Jupiter at a
budget price. Large golf and
local authority complexes with
ample work shop space can take
advantage of the Amazon or the
Orion. These precision grinders
for bottom blades only are
designed to supplement cylinder
grinding machinery.

Gannon Oils - Stand T4

Gannon Oils Limited have a
range of high performance multi-
purpose lubricants and specialist
greases all designed to meet the
criteria of the agricultural and
amenity industry and will be
launching their 'Slip Plate' dry
film lubricant at this year's event.
As the sole agency for Superior
Graphite Co, Gannon Oils invite
GroundsmenlTurf and Amenity
Managers to sample the benefits
of this superb product. Ideal for
use on all grass cutting and land-
scape machinery or tools, 'Slip
Plate' bonds quickly and is easy
to apply, with little clean-up. You
are warmly invited to meet our
colleagues from Chicago to dis-
cuss your requirements.

Green Releaf -
Stand H70-H72

Green Releaf, the US leaders in
liquid microbial products are
exhibiting a range of microbial
products at Saltex. The Green
Releaf liquid beneficial microbes
applied with their own unique
food source rapidly improve root
structure, enhance nutrient
uptake and increase natural
resistance to disease. Other
products at the show include
Thatchless Liquid which will
reduce your Thatch in only 30
days. And for faster, hard wear-
ing greens why not try KCS 0-0-
14 Liquid which is used on the
USPGA tour for tournament
preparation. Visit us at our exclu-
sive South & South West distrib-
utor, Avoncrop Amenity Products.

Vitax Seaweed Soluble is a new, 1000/0pure,
concentrated seaweed from Nova Scotia
that stimulates root development, releases
locked up soil nutrients and improves
drought and disease resistance in turf.
Now with the introduction of Vitax Tank
Mixing Agent it can be combined with a
whole range of Vitax supplementary
fertilisers, especially Iron. Cocktails, or
on-the-rocks, there is a soluble solution
for every turf requirement.

Mix & Match Solubles
VITAX LIMITED, OWEN STREET, COALVILLE, LEICS LE67 3DE. TEL: 01530 510060
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• Consistently fast and true greens
without lowering cutting heights

• Raise cutting heights or miss a mowing
to relieve stress without loss of speed

• Restore surface after aeration

• Vibrate top dressing onto the surface

• The faster way to roll that follows
contours just like your mower does

USED BY MANY TOP CWSS
THROUGHOUT EUROPE INCLUDING:

• St Andrews • Royal Portrush
• Gleneagles • Mere

Camoustle • Moor Park
Forest Pines • Chobham
Slieve Russell Hotel • Dale Hili
Lamberhurst • Slinfold Park
Chart Hills • Fairwood Park
B1rchgrove Estate • AJwoodley
Merrist Wood • Dalmahoy Hotel
North Hants • Torino
Skibo Castle • Minchinhampton
Woking • Todmordon
Parkwood • Ostscwelzerischer
Golfplaz Hoisdorf • Royal West Norfolk
Crail • secret Valley
Kobenhavns • Royal Dublin
Club de Bonmont
Golfanlage Munzingen-Freiburg
Golfpark Schloss Wilkendorf
Hamburger Falkenstein

ORDER 'YOUR SET DIRECT FROM THE
ElCCW8IYE EUROPEAN Dl81lU8UI'ORS NOW!

((( , t( ))
~ , ,

AMAZING VIBRATORY ACTION

GREENSWARD DIRECTous 267 6000

OlilJPERlOR
,.RAPIII7E CO-, G Another leading product.!!!!'I from SupeNOl'Graphite Co
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The importance of water quality
management in lakes and ponds
has never been greater. The
essential features of good lake
and pond water are the mainte-
nance of a balanced eco-system
with high levels of circulated oxy-
gen. As leaders in the develop-
ment of amenity water quality
management systems, Otterbine
Barebo has the most comprehen-
sive range available. This wide
range of options allows for the
selection of the most appropriate
system for each application,
including floating fountain mod-
els, submerged and land based
circulation units. Visitors to the
Hydroscape stand will be able to
experience a unique opportunity
of seeing a number of water aer-
ation units operating in a real-life
river setting and a demonstration
of the benefits offered by the
new range of Weather Stations
introduced into the UK for the
first time this year.

Listings, listings, listings, listings, listings, listings

Hayter. Stand W15

Products on the Hayter stand will
include the upgraded gang and
triple mowers and the production
version of the R314 rotary
mower. The popular professional
pedestrian mower, the hydrostat-
ic Condor will show a 36" rotary
attachment. This machine can
also be fitted with a 30" rotary or
30" verge attachment. The Bank
Condor will also be shown with a
30" rotary attachment.

Recently voted "Product of the
Decade" the Harrier will also be
featured. Initially designed for
the domestic market a high per-
centage of contractors use this
product very successfully.

Hydroscape·
Stand U25

Kubota·
Stand W40

Kubota's Saltex exhibit will be
highlighting the care and dedica-
tion applied by the company in all
its contacts and dealings with
owners and users of Kubota trac-
tors, implements and ride-on
mowers. Areas which will come
under the spotlight on stand W40
include:
The care taken to appraise,
understand and meet each cus-
tomer's specific machinery
requirements.
The availability of competitive and
flexible finance for lease or pur-
chase funding through Kubota
Credit.

Respect for the environment
through the extensive use of low
noise, low emission diesel
engines.
The wide selection of implements
available to extend the year-
round versatility of Kubota trac-
tors and mowers.
Sustained performance and relia-
bility through the fitting of gen-
uine Kubota replacement parts
supported by trained engineers
at appointed dealers nation-wide.

Mommersteeg International
. Stand F22·24

Mommersteeg International will
be exhibiting its wide range of
top quality grass mixtures.

The company's MM mixtures,
which continue to find favour
with groundsmen and green keep-
ers will be the focus of the exhib-
it. The mixtures will be backed by
a team of experienced technical
experts who will be on hand to
advise on the best use of grass
seed mixtures for sports and
amenity areas.

Recent contracts for the compa-
ny include the supply of mixtures
for the new Reading Football
Club" the Madjiski Stadium - the
soon to be opened Newbury by-
pass, where 32 tonnes of
Mommersteeg grass seed will be
used, and the new cricket arena
and sporting village for
Hampshire County Cricket Club,
which includes 20 new wickets,
outfield, 9-hole golf course and
bowling green, will also be using
all Mommersteeg grass seed.

Ocmis Irrigation (UK) Ltd .
Stand Q6

One of Europe's largest irrigation
companies specialising in the
design, supply, installation and
service of sportsturf and land-
scape irrigation systems.
Distributors for Rainbird, Hunter
and Buckner products. In house
design service with full ISDN
links. Unique unrivalled installa-
tion methods ensure minimal
scarring to existing sports sur-
faces. International Rainbird
Contractor of the Year 1997.
British Turf and Landscape
Irrigation Association Award of
Excellence Winner 1997. Offices
and service centres throughout
the United Kingdom, for further
information contact: Head Office,
01460 241939; Scotland Office,
0131 2202102; Email
Ocmis@compuserve.com
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Pattisson's .
Stand Q1

Pattison's enhance product port-
folio with 3 new additions: The,
Oakland, The Windsor Tee
Collection and The Junior Sarrell
Rollers

1. Pattisson's have established
themselves as the innovator of
golf course furnishings since
1896 and continue to do so.

2. This year has seen 3 new
product's come onto the market,
first was the Oakland Tee Marker,
taking the popular design of the
wooden log tee marker but mak-
ing the tee marker out of resin
instead of natural wood. The
effect is identical and obviously
environmentally friendlier. They
came in two size's and can be
personalised.

3. The Windsor Tee collection
consist's of a matching Divot
Box, Tee Block to hold the hole
information and a Litter Bin all
made from the same material.
For anyone looking for consisten-
cy throughout the course you
will find it with these new prod-
ucts

4. The popular Sarrell roller has
been complimented with a one
and two drum version. These
new versions will be a popular
product for someone needing to
aerate small areas instead of
having to get the big machinery
out of the sheds.

'Rain Bird Europe -
Stand CP9.

Rain Bird's Nimbus Decoder cen-
tral control system uses powerful
colour graphics and simplified on
screen instructions to provide ET-
based schedules and advanced
flow management. With Nimbus
Quick StartTM, users easily
start-up the software and are
able to build their first cus-
tomised program step by step.
Maxi NimbusTM, uses Microsoft
WindowsTM '95. With advanced
built-in features to maximise your
irrigation efficiency, Nimbus will
put you in control of your irriga-
tion system in record time form
tees to greens, this feature rich,
user-friendly system will optimise
water use, reduce input costs
and prolong the life of your hard-
ware.

Rhone·Poulenc·
Stand P2

Visit Rhone-Poulenc Amenity to
discuss their extensive range of
sportsturf products and to hear
about a number of exciting new
developments and additions to
their product range. Zapper is a
revolutionary new total herbicide
giving season long control of all
weeds thanks to its combination
of glyphosate and the unique
anti-germinative properties of
oxadiazon. It has a superb envi-
ronmental profile which is further
enhanced by its innovative water
soluble packaging. Also featured
will be Mildothane Turf Liquid
with its new label recommenda-
tion for the suppression of worm
casts. Whatever your problem,
be it sportsturf or total weed
control, Rhone-Poulenc Amenity
have an effective solution and
look forward to sharing their
expertise with you.

Richard Campey Ltd -
Stand W60

Richard Campey Ltd are exhibit-
ing in their own right for the first
time in order to launch the
KORO range of Turf Renovation
Machinery. The equipment is new
and exclusive in the UK via
Richard Campey and is available
as a Recycling Dresser and Field-
Top-Maker.

This unique concept of surface
management will be demonstrat-
ed to underline its ability to cre-
ate an ideal environment for re-
seeding - by the completion of
several jobs, i.e. flattens, creat-
ing even ground: collects earth
and sand: aerates sports turf
areas: removes top layer:
improves drainage and surface
water percolation.

The Field-Top-Maker corrects sur-
face irregularities by removing
top turf to 1 cm depth, eradicat-
ing weeds and weed grasses,
resulting in flat level surfaces,
ready for conventional overseed-
ing.

Rigby Taylor .
Stand M1

Come and talk to the experts at
the Rigby Taylor. Staff will be on
hand as always to offer friendly
help and advice. In addition you'll
also have the opportunity to
meet guest experts from major
manufacturers who will be more
than happy to provide more spe-
cialist assistance and informa-
tion.

Our stand will again offer a warm

GREEn RELERF
BEnEFICIAL miCROBES

• LIQUID BEnEFICIAL miCROBIAL PROGRAm
• ORGAniC GRAnULAR FERTILISER

mnOCUlATEO WITH BEnEFICIAL miCROBES

To find out more visit us at BRLTEI

iiiTEL: 01782 373878 • J>
Q.

:Jl~
(Jl
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IKe AVATOR STONEBURIER

IKe SEEDERS

11lC ROTARY RAKES

11lC STONE PICKERS

11lC OVERSEEDERS

I~C MULTISCRAPERS

I~C GRADERS

IJLC AQUASEEDERS

BETTER RING ILl'
Global Centre, Spalding Road,

Oeeping St James, Lines. PE6 8S0
Tel: 01778 346222 Fax: 01778 346777 ~
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JULY - SEPT
PROMOTION

E.tabliahed 1896-----~
~

OAKLAND TEE MARKER
Buy a set of red & white Oakland

tee markers and receive your
YELLOW TEE MARKERS ~O.C

SPECIAL OFFER
Purchase 6 cans of spray paint

RECEIVE 2 f:O.C
Purchase 6 cases of spray paint

RECEIVEA 2-WHEEL APPLICATOR ~O.C

ua\\t . ~ent
eqU\~'"

F: 0 1494 79 47 47

GARAGE PAVILION WORKSHOP

For further information
please contact:

Irvine Weston on Tel: 01427 752058 or
Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd. Park Farm,

Dunsdale, Guisborough,
Cleveland. TS14 6RQ.

Tel: 01642475009 or Fax: 01642 471036.
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welcome and comfortable hospi-
tality as well as exhibiting the
latest products together with
comprehensive reference litera-
ture. All of us at Rigby Taylor
look forward to meeting friends
both old and new.

Rolawn·
Stand CA11

Feedback from green keepers and
agronomists throughout the UK
led Holawn to sow a new mixture
of turf in late spring last year.

Sown from a mixture of
Chewings Fescue (Barqreen),
Slender Creeping Red Fescue
(Barcrown), Smooth Stalked
Meadow Grass (Limousine) and
Brown Top Bent (Heriot) the turf
is now ready for harvesting. The
brand name Olympic has been
used to identify the new turf and
it was tested by STRI in late July
with results available from
August. It is non rye and purpose
grown for tees. However it is
also suitable for green surrounds.
It can be seen during the show.

Scotts UK Professional
Turf and Amenity Division -
Stand E1

Scotts UK Professional Turf and
Amenity Division is the UK's
leading supplier of fertilisers and
chemicals to the landscape and
amenity market, focussing in par-
ticular on fine and outfield turf-
care and weed control. The
business was formed following
the acquisition of Miracle Garden
Care and Levington Horticulture
by The Scotts Company. The
company invests heavily in
Research and Development at
Levington Research Station to
ensure that the Sierra,
Greenmaster and Longlife ranges
continue to meet the needs of
today's turf managers. A com-
prehensive range of formulations
and treatments is available in
both granular and liquids options,
combining even and accurate
application with uniform and reli-
able turf growth and colour
response.

Sisis Equipment
(Macclesfield) Limited·
Stand 827

Sisis are moving to a larger
stand this year, where we will be
exhibiting the largest range of
Sisis machinery ever shown at
Saltex.
And, as always, Sisis will have
lots of new introductions

Supaturf -
Stand E18

Supaturf will be displaying their
full range of amenity and
grounds maintenance products,
but in pride of place, will be the
new line marking machine - the
Topline TXE. The Topline TXE fol-
lows on from the revolutionary
Topline 2000, and features a
totally new - no-weld -rugged
free frame, designed to offer
new levels of performance and
reliability. At the heart of the TXE
is an improved battery powered
pump system that can provide a
full day's work between charges.
Also, a new addition to
Supaturf's world leading range of
Water Management Products is
AquaDoc In-A-Can. AquaDoc,
already available in liquid form,
has been specially formulated for
rapid recovery treatment of
localised problems such as: Dry
Spot, Wet Spot, and
Hydrophobicity on slopes and
banks.

Symbio.
Stand H20

Symbio is launching a range of
mycorrhizal inoculants for turf
that will be of specific interest to
greenkeepers growing in new
greens and for architects and
greenkeepers building new
greens.
Lake, pond and irrigation water
management. Symbio is building
on its long experience of pollu-
tion control and management of
urban lakes and wastewater to
provide a complete service for
golf courses and amenity water
managers.

Textron Turf Care &
Specialty Products·
Stand V15

Textron Turf Care & Specialty
Products may be a new name to
some, though when it comes to
equipment the stand remains the
Mecca for all discerning green-
keepers. Revered names like
Jacobsen, Ransomes, E-ZE-GO,
Iseki, Ryan and Cushman will be
demonstrated, though each
brand will be grouped separately.
So you'll see many familiar faces
and some wonderful new machin-
ery, for Textron's philosophy is to
continue providing exciting equip-
ment that delivers value, perfor-
mance and productivity- always.
Newcomers include Jacobsen's
Sand Scorpion, plus their innova-
tive LF 3400 and LF 3800 fair-
way mowers, while Ransomes'
unveil the acclaimed new Turf-
Truckster; the first of its type to
offer automatic transmission.
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Look also for the new G-Plex 11
with a swing-out centre reel for
easy access, plus the reintroduc-
tion of Ransomes' highly
favoured T-Plex 180 with
improved performance and econ-
omy. E-Z-GO vehicles on display
will include golf buggies and spe-
cialist load carriers with bespoke
bodywork, while a galaxy of Iseki
tractors and accessories will
nicely round off the Textron exhi-
bition.

Toro Commercial Products -
Stand W50

Toro Commercial Products is
showing a large selection of turf
care equipment from its compre-
hensive product range, including
two new products being launched
on to the UK market. Brand new
and representing a bit of a
departure from the normal Toro
line-up is a walk-behind, compact
utility machine designed to speed
up and take the backache out of
a wide range of groundworks
operations. Far more convention-
al is the new Toro Reelmaster
5200-D fairway mower making
its UK debut. A much-awaited
diesel version of the Grounds Pro
multi-purpose grounds machine
makes its first appearance; while
favourites form Toro's existing
range include all four
Greenmaster pedestrian mowers,
as well as 3000-D and 3200-D
ride-ens. Groundmaster out-front
rotaries, Reelmaster 6500-D and
2300-D, Sand Pro bunker vehicle,
Workman utility vehicle and the
Hydroject aerator.

Turfmech·
Stand W38

A high capacity, high-tip vacuum
collector suitable for use behind
smaller tractors is to be launched
at the show by Turfmech
Machinery. Designed for fast,
efficient collection of leaves, lit-
ter, cut grass and other debris
from turf or hard surfaces, the
TurNAC TM5 is a trailed
machine ideal for tractors of just
30hp-plus. Standard features of
the TM5 include a high-lift, high-
tip unloading capability and a ful-
ly-floating suction head with
full-width powered agitation
brush. To assist the collection of
stubborn, damp or sticky materi-
al, the head is fitted with a full-
width, rotating polyester filament
brush as standard. The brush is
supported by two height-
adjustable wheels, enabling the
severity of the brushing action to
be altered quickly and easily to
suit the type and condition of the
debris being collected.

Vitax·
Stand F54-56

Continuing Vitax's commitment to
innovative new products, for
Saltex 1998 we launch three new
products to further boost the
strength of our already successful
Sportsturf Chemical range. Firstly
comes a new fungicide/worm
killer spray called "Twincarb". A
very cost effective chemical, it
also offers the benefit of worm
killing at low rates. We think it will
be a winner with Greenkeepers ad
Groundsmen alike, but are reluc-
tant to give too much away! Next
is Vitax Vitamark, a super concen-
trated spray indicator which dis-
perses over a 24 hour period, and
has very low usage rates. Finally
we launch Vitax Defoamer, again
a super strength defoamer in a
handy, easy to use trigger spray.

Weed Free·
Stand CA15

A day at the races awaits the visi-
tor who can meet The Mantis
Challenge. Weed Free, who
launched their unique spraying
unit, The Spraying Mantis at last
year's show and chose its name
from entries submitted during the
event, are offering free entry to
Ascot Racecourse for two, to the
turf professional who can correct-
ly answer questions on the
machine' performance and say in
under 50 words why they would
like the Mantis to spray their turf
areas. The Spraying Mantis will
be on show along with full infor-
mation on Weed Free's compre-
hensive range of Amenity
Spraying Courses.

Toro Irrigation· Stand W52

Toro will be demonstrating its
most innovative computerised
central irrigation control system
ever - the revolutionary SitePro.
Combining an easy, productive,
graphic user-interface, matched
with a Microsoft Windows 95
operating platform, SitePro takes
all the guesswork out of profes-
sional irrigation management. Toro
Irrigation has contributed to an
amazing summer of UK sport with
its systems installed in many of
the country's major sporting
venues. Places such as Highbury,
home of Arsenal; Wembley;The
All England Tennis Club; Royal
Birkdale; Twickenham and Ascot.
Many other sporting arenas have
benefited from Toro Irrigation sys-
tems, none more prestigious than
the Home of Golf, St Andrews,
where Toro Irrigation products
have been specified for the Old
Course and the other four and a
half courses.



Dr Catherine York, Turfgrass Pathologist at the STRI,
examines some of the reasons behind turfgrass disease,
and asks "Is Ditylenchus a pest on your turf?"

Nightmares from
n

Working as a turfgrass pathologist
can be quite a lonely profession,
especially when you consider the rar-
ity of the "breed". Confirmation of
your knowledge and improvement of
your understanding can be devel-
oped over time through reading and
receiving unusual turf problems.
However, to be able to receive infor-
mation directly from someone who
has written the books that you've
learned from, provides obvious confi-
dence in you abilities.
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It was a pleasure to have had the
opportunity this year to work with
Dr Noel Jackson, who came over to
the STRl in April on sabbatical leave
from Rhode Island, USA. Dr
Jackson, who was the Biologist at
STRl in the 1950's, initially accept-
ed a two year position at Rhode
Island - but decided to stay and is
now Professor of Turfgrass Pathology
& Turfgrass Management.

He came over to do a couple of
months research with us looking
specifically at dollar spot and
anthracnose diseases, but generally
at all disease rroblems that can 'be
found on tur at that time of the
year.

The Biology laboratory at the
STRl is kept busy during the year,
mostly with identifications and con-
firmations of disease problems that
occur amenity turf. It is interesting,
however, when samples arrive in the
laboratory and the problem is not
"routine" but something a bit differ-
ent. In the first few months of 1998,
we had two rather interesting sam-
ples arrive on the laboratory bench -
one from a golf green and the other
from a golf fairway. Both were prob-
lems caused by nematodes.

Nematodes are microscopic round-
worms which are generally between
0.5 mm and 2.0 mm in length. There
are many types of nematodes which
naturally inhabit our soils but it is
only a relatively small number which
actually cause problems on turf in
the UK. Their activity is favoured by
warm soil temperatures and restrict-
ed by soils which are either dry or
waterlogged. They also prefer light,
sandy soils rather than heavy and
compacted rootzones. Nematodes
move through soil in a similar way to

that achieved by the common earth-
worm although they can be spread
across large distances in surface
water, or soil movement, due to their
small size. It is probably fair to say
that, until recent years, nematodes
had not been considered a problem
for turf in this country. Recently,
however, we have seen nematode
problems on both coarse and fine
turfgrasses. The symptoms caused by
nematodes vary depending on the
type which have infected the tissues
but they basically fall into one of two
types - ecto-parasites (which attack
and remain outside the plant) and
endo-parasites (which enter the
plant tissues). Over the past couple
of years we have seen problems
caused by the stubby root nematode
which causes symptoms as described
by its name. The nematode attacks
the roots on the outside and causes
the root to 'react' in such a way as to
protect itself from further attack.
The infected area swells and the
nematode moves on to attack the
root at another point. The result of
these attacks is to have a restricted
root system which is swollen all over.
This type of attack, however, is not
the type which we have seen in
recent months.

The first problem sample to come
into the laboratory was from a green
from Bedale Golf Course in North
Yorkshire. The problem was found
on one of the five greens constructed
about five years ago on land which
had previously been farm land. The
only symptoms observed on the turf
surface were those of weak, patchy
Poa annua. An inspection by our
agronomist, Emma Kirby, identified
some unusual growths on the roots
of the turf. The affected turf was Poa
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annua and the symptoms observed
were small nodules on the roots
(Figure 1). The nodules were in the
order of 2mm wide and 3mm long
and each had a small portion of the
root extending from the lower part of
the nodule. When viewed under the
microscope, the nematodes could be
clearly seen and were identified as
Ditylenchus radicicola. This nema-
tode is not a new problem on turf
and indeed was discussed in the
1959 Journal of the Sports Turf
Research Institute as one of the gall-
forming nematodes of grasses in
Britain. It is of interest that this
nematode is colonising turfgrass
roots and affecting turfgrass quality.
It would be useful to know just how
extensive the problem is country-
wide.

The second sample that arrived in
the laboratory, was from Thetford
Golf Course in Norfolk. The turf in
the affected areas had changed
colour to a ginger-brown and the
symptoms had been seen on two
roughly parallel fairways. The
Course Manager had seen the same
symptoms during 1997 around two
bunkers and he had thought the
damage likely to be due to drought
or possibly chafers. This year, how-
ever, the symptoms developed earlier
in the season, around late Marchi
early April and whilst looking for
chafers, the Course Manager had
noticed swellings at the base of the
fescue plants (Figure 2). Our region-
al agronomist, Dr Tim Lodge, had
telephoned me prior to the sample
arriving in the laboratory, asking if I
had ever seen swollen bases on fes-
cues and if so, what the problem was.
I had to confess at the time that this
was a new one on me. I asked Dr

Jackson for his thoughts but specula-
tion was not going to identify the
cause of the problem formally.When
the sample of turf arrived, it was
found that the stem bases were
infected with the stem nematode
Ditylenchus dipsaci. This nematode
occurs worldwide in temperate areas
and is capable of infesting many
plant species. As far as I am aware, it
has not been commonly found on
Festuca spp. in the UK and because
of this, we were extremely interested
in this "find". This nematode has a
relatively short life cycle and can
therefore rapidly increase its popula-
tion size in a year. It is possible for
the nematode to remain viable for
several years.

As with other nematode problems,
there are no chemical controls which
have approval for use against these
two nematodes on turf in the UK.
Control options for agricultural
crops include alternation of the
plants grown, but for a turf situa-
tion, this is not possible. Generally,
nematode problems will affect the
plants water and nutrient uptake
ability and therefore affect the
colour and vigour of the turf. It is
likely that, if you have an area of
turf which is well fed and watered
but which is not responding and
appears a little "off-colour", nema-
todes are at the root of the problem.
I am presently trying to gauge the
severity and extent of nematode
problems on amenity turf across the
UK and would appreciate any assis-
tance that you can offer. If you have
any areas of turf on your course
which continually seem to be "lag-
ging", even after all of your efforts,
please give me a call or drop me a
fine and I'll get back to you.

The UK'srecognised leader in
weed control and specialist

spray contracting has always led
the field with innovative ideas

and systems.

Employing the latest advances in
application technology, suchas the

award winning Weed-It optic
system and drift free Ecospray,
ewe demonstrates continued

commitment to bring to its
customers the very best contracting

service available today.

Also available - Scan-Seed.
Not only is it the unique way
to hydroseed - it is also the
better way.

)~}~/y.-~I!_~f'!::;f~;~-:':{:~:·-'-;":;i?}··~-;:~,,',

For answers to every weed probJem

~ 0800 7812884

complete
eed control

LOCAL SERVICE CENTRES NATIONWIDE.

New

Mycorrhizae for new greens
• Faster establishment • Disease and nutrient control

Biological tree management
• Cut transplant losses

Complete pond, lake and
irrigation water management
• Find out how water quality effects your greens
• Control algae, silt and nutrient imbalance
• Recycled sewage use nutrients to your advantage

See us on Stand H20 at Saltex

Symbio Tel: 01372 456101
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,• Buyers
Guide .,'
• : I

Be seen
on the
green!

Here's your chance to
win an exclusive BIGGA
100% waterproof jacket
designed by Walrus
worth over £55!

Simply search through all
the products and services
in our guide and locate
the 3 BIGGA logos hid-
den within the pages.
Write down the names of
the 3 advertisements
where the BIGGA logo is
hidden, and send your
entries on a postcard to;

Locate the Logos,
Greenkeeper
International,
Aldwark Manor,
Aldwark, Alne,
York Y061 1UF

Entries to reach us no
later than Monday,
August 17, 1998. The
first correct entry drawn
will receive the Walrus
jacket. Don't forget to
tell us the size of jacket
you will require!

The judges decision is
final. No correspondence
will be entered into. This
competition is not open
to BIGGA staff or non-
members.

Congratulations to Luke
Wilson of Radcliffe on
Trent GC, who spotted
our three logos last
month. Your exclusive
Walrus jacket is on the
way!
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The most cost effective way of reaching readers of
Greenkeeper International. Simply ring Jenny Panton,
Cheryl Broomhead or James McEvoy on 01347 838581
and ask about an alphabetical category listing; the
cost starts from as little as £29.50 per month.

Aeration Bio Stimulants

KEITH DRIVER
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)

HYDROJECT
AERATION
SERVICE

(WITH NO SURFACE DISTUIlIIAJlCEI

A full range of apn1/y OpnntN turfcare savkn also Ilvailable

Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 0958 532008
8 Morecambe Ad, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL

Agronomy

.B Jamieson
Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an
established company offering expert advice on;

• Golf Course maintenance
• Tournament preparation & presentation
• Machinery selection
• Budgeting
• Staff recruitment
• Soil & turf analysis
• Browntop

Contact:Bruce Jamleson
17HaywardenPlace,HartleyWintney,Hants,RG278UA
Telephone:01252844847

ON COURSE
GOLF COURSE CONSULANTS

Complete agronomy service from
problem solving to planned

management and constuction.

With over 25 years practical experience
Ken Barber will get you back

ON COURSE.

For further information ~
Tel/fax +44 (0) 1825 732031 :

I

Amenity Spraying

PROFESSIONAL PESTICIOE APPLICATION
ANO ASSOCIATEO TURF SERVICES

DRIFT FREE CONTRACT SPRAYING
UTILlSlNG OURPURP05e BUILT

MACHINE 'THE SPRAYING MANTIS'

NEW FOR f98 - F.E.P.A TRAINING
NEW FOR '98 - FREE CAll NUMBER

0800 068 08 78
Tel: 07000 481011
Fax: 07000 481022
Car: 0850 300104 l

Unit14,Round$head Drive. Warfiel~,
BerkshireAG42 3RZ

WEED FREE and Daisy Logo are Registered 1fade Marks

Talk to the professionals first

Vertidraining • Aeriation • Seeding
• Fertilising • Top dressing

• Contact Spraying • All leading
brands of seeds, fertilisers & chemicals

e Amenity Land Services Ltd
• Long Lane, Wellington

. Telford TF6 6HA

Contact: Ivan Toon, Jonathon Carr, Duncan Burton
Tel: (01952) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369

> Animal Repellents

ARE YOUR
GREEN EATERS
COSTING YOU

MONEY?

Architects

A member of the
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF ARCHITECTS

Howard Swan MSc

Nigel Henbury B.ADip.Arch

Golf Course Architects

Swan Golf Designs Limited
Telfords Barn, Willingate, Ongar,

Essex CMS OQF, England
Tel: 01277 896229 Fax: 01277896300

E-Mail: SwanGoIIDesigns@btinternet.com

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF
COURSE ARCHITECTS

Representing the leading European
Practices in golf course design, working

worldwide and offering professional
services from initial site appraisals and

feasibi!ities, conceptual designs, to
detailed architecture, specifications and
project management and construction

design.
Merrisl Wood House, Worplesdon,

Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE
Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037

Have you
found all the
logos yet?

Artificial Grass

Gabbots Farm Bam,
Bury Lane, WhltneJl,
Chorley, Lancashire
PR68SW

o VERDE TEE FRAME
Steel Platform. woven grass top

o ~~~Po~s ~~~~~s1~~'t

o VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top Quality - Long LIfe - Best PrIces

o ARTIFICIAL GRASSES

o ~~~)G~Na~i~,~~~ ~~D NETS
AVAILABLE THROUGH MOST REPUTABLE
COURSE EOUIPMENT SUPPUERS

PLEASE CALL FOR SAMPLES & INFORMATION

STIMulate
• Water Soluble Biostimulant

with live bacteria
• Humate & Humic Acids

• High % Natural
Sugars

Buildings

Secure sectional steel bUildings m vanous sizes

• Machinery & equipment storage
• Fertilizer, weed killer & seed storage

• Workshops. Tool sheds
• Trolley stores

• Temporary fencing & secure
enclosures

For FREE design service, quotation,
brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW

11" 0'121 5535723 (24hrs)
ElwellBUildingsltd, 204OldburyRoad.WestBromwlch,

WestMidlandsB709DE Fax 01215801172

Greenkeepers'Stores
Driving Ranges

Club Houses
• Machinery Storage
• Maintenance Workshops
• Fertiliser and Weed killer Storage
• Offices and Staff Mess Rooms

FREE initial designs and castings

i,~.1 Ivan J Cooper Ltd
Steel Framed Buildings

Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET

Tel: 01538702282 Fax: 01538702662

Bunker Rakes

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES
FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH

Strong construction complete with
replaceable threaded handle

12for£2.9geach_,. "
50 for £2.69 each ". I •

100 for £2.54 each . 0 • •• .,

Prices are for complete rakes
delivered free.

Rake SUpport pegs lOp each.
Made in UK by MW Dyason Ltd,

6/10 Hitchmead Road,
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH.

Tel: 01767317011 Fax: 01767 317186

Construction

Design, Construction and
Refurbishment Specialists

Cae Coch Farm, Whitford, Flintshire,
North Wales CH8 9EP

Tel: 01745 561761 Fax: 01745 561988
MEIIIBERS OF BIGGA



Contact
Bryan Pearson

a~_

U~S~td,
for the . ~
VERY BEST In .,~

•:.Remodelling of
existing golf courses

.:.Golf course", "
construction <~~:

~.:.Renovation
HEAD OFFICE' 18 COBHAM ROAD

FERNDOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

FERNDOWN, DORSET BH21 7PG

Phone (01202) 874545
Fax (01202) 870145

J&E ELY
GOLF COURSE

CONSTRUCTION
Reading, Berks

TeVFax: 0118 9722257
E-mail: ely@btinternetcom

r", .."", ~tal3 4v
~c ••

[> 2H PUMP LANE".'~.I~IIOR DEANWATERLOOVll.I.E
. HAMPSHIRE

, r: POH 'JTS ENe l.AN D

T/F: (01705) 592390

or Contact Ted Awcock on 0410450454
Update Your Existing Course By:

TEE EXTENSIONS
GREEN RE-MODELLING

BUNKER ALTERATIONS
DRAINAGE

also NEW COURSE CONSTRUCTION

~

cr. Collins
Construction

Golf Course Contractors
$'ifi~''b1- Burgess HlILWest Sussex
'" '"9B Cg Tel: 01444 242993
~C'q,,:;s£~ Fax: 01444 247318

Ccnc;
~ J?
o -0°°u" -:'\0

lySE CONS

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS

Jonathan Franks, Secretary,
BAGCC, 37 Five Mile Drive,

Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8HT
Tel/Fax: (01865) 516927

~

l''''''':'~C''''\,
- '__ .' ~BA~Cg

.: "- I. °Oo"S,co",·oo

ltd, .
'- ._. _ ....•.....•_.,.~ .

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Woodlands, Ellis Road, Boxted,
Colchester, Essex (04 5RN

Tel (01206) 272834 Fox 1012061272104

~~~ s~~c~a~il~tsd V(AIW Course
Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
"Ashfield House" • 1154 Melton Road

Syston 'Leicester • LE7 2HB

r:». Tel: 0116 269 6766
~'~_~,GC.,...~! Mobile: 0836 553899

00 c Fax: 01162696866

~
~~---

CONTOUR
GOLF·LIMITED

Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses

Tel: 01327 879464
Mobile: 0385 272935

Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry,
Northants NN11 4QS

Irish Office: 026 471 83

Chemical Disposal

Grundon can provide safe
disposal for pesticides and
herbicides and all chemical

wastes. For more information
on how Grundon can help
with your "Duty of Care"
telephone 01491 834311

Course Equipment

GET ON COURSE
WITH

BAveD

On Course with ;(yo
AC·· ·RN::'·;.,.

Equipment

UK & European distributors of
quality golf course equipment

For aU your golf COUNe requisites cotuact the specialists

Phone or fax: 01925 75 7005 24hrs
Websrte: http/!: www.acorn(uk).comm

Suppliers to, The Royal Blrkdale Golf Club
British Open Championship t 998

Standard Golf are the largest
supplier of quality course

accessories worldwide

• T_ Data Sign •
• Ballwa •••••.•
• Ra••••.T_ Mart.••.•

• Flag., pin &
hole cups

• Practic. g •.•• n
.cc ••• ori••

• P.rsonaliNd
product. ••....

o •

• Information .ign •
• Wood.n Furnitu ••

Tel: 01189 736303
Fax: 01189 736677

Directional Drilling

SPECIAUSTS IN
UNDERGROUND CABLE

DUCTING AND PIPE
INSTALLATION

• STEEL PIPE DRIVING
• IMPACT MOLING

• DIRECTIONAL DRILLING
SYSTEMS

• AUGER BORING
• PIPE (BURSTING)

84 LINCROFT, OAKLEY
BEDFORD MK43 7SS

TEUFAX 01234 825948
MOBILE 0585 463439

Drainage

Turfdry __
Golf Course Drainage

Specialists

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 0836259133

Construction and laser grading
of all Natural sportsrurt surfaces

Drainage, sandslitting and gravel banding

vertidraining (2.5m and 1.5m)

Over-seeding. sand spreading and oe-sionog

Tel: 01529455757

Duncan Ross ~ '"
I ~ v)'aina{J'",...an Limited

SPOBJSJUBf OBAINAGl SPlCIAlISJS
* Latest Sportsturf trenching machine* Verti Draining * Sand Slitting * Overseeding* Gravel Banding * Top dressing

Design, installation and maintainence service

Tel/Fax: 01257 255321
Appl.y Bridgo, Wig.." lIInco

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service

Contact Geoff Sleath
'Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075

SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

J. PUGH-LEWIS LTD
SPORTSTURF CONTRACTORS

Specialists in the design,
construction, drainage and
renovation of all sportsturt.

Chesterfield,
Derbyshire .

Tel: 01773 872362
Fax: 01773874763

Have you
found all the

logos yet?

~
~ Drainage.
@Ii Sand Slitting.IIVertidraining.

I Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

RANCE SERf/liNT
---------- UK ltd

Id']!:1 ;f.WtH j #'ll) iQ~ iMiI
Ball Dispensers, Collectors
and Washers. Play Off Mats

and Winter Tee Mats

,.\IO·M 0 j [II j 3:II):JIWi I
Tel/Fax: 01923 263777
at Abbott's Toolhire, Hempstead Road,

Hunton Bridge, Watford. Herts WD1 3NJ

Environmental Products
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Environmental Monitoring

If its to measure
-soit/vveter pH
-vvind Speed
-Soil/vveter
temperature

-Air Temperat
& Pressure

-Reletive Hum
INSTRUMEN

EVERY EED
For futher Information
contact us on

Fertilisers

Fertiliser Spreaders

If it needs spreading

Fountains

For all your floating fountain and aerator
requirements, contact S.G.I. Sales.

Ask for details of our large range for
functional and decorative displays.

S.G.I. Sales
The Oxstalls, Evesham,

Worcestershire, WR11 4TS. England.
Tel: 0138641212 Fax: 01386423769

E-mail: http://www.evenproducts.com

Have you
found all the

logos yet?

Golf CourseSupplies

~ M.C.&M.A.
~ STEWART
~lJI.AGE\.~· (HAULAGE) LTD
A family business established 1969

BS EN ISO 9002: 1992 Registered Company

GRAVEL, SAND, SOIL,
ROOT ZONE, TOP DRESSING,

WOOD BARK, TRACK MATERIAL

The independent supplier with the wide product range.
For professional service nationwide contact Rachael

'kl: 01257 792536/792692 Mobile: 0973 426890

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull,
Chorley, Lancashire PR7 SHS

Generators

GEnEQATlnCi SETS
SEQIES '''FOX'' FQOM

10 TO 20 KYA
VISA presents the most innovative range of

super-silent and highly reliable modular
FOX-series generating sets.

Silent and super silent generators

EUROPEAN POWER SERVICES
Telephone: (01327) 811112
Facsimile: (01327) 811113

Hire Services

PARKER
TRENCHING HIRE
TRENCHERS· PLOUGHS

ROC KWH EELS

NATIONAL HIRE
TEL: (01554) 778666

Irrigation

DESPOTISM
When you're It)

It)
('l

determined to 0
0
It)

install the latest ,...,...
'It

TIS system- (;
vi

and won't b

~
brook any o

arguments' i
rJ)

c

i
CD

*** !"* *'TIS. CI>
>.3
cD

~
f~~Q.~ g

m

Turf Irrogatlon services (Sand bach) t.trntted.

~~~~,~.
~'i~~f{~-:

The most professional Design, Supply and
Installation service In the North.

Trained In Golf Course management, wtth real
knowledge of Irrigation and Golf Course needs.

Effortless Irrigation wtth minimum Inconvenience.

Call now on: 01405814889
Mobile: 0421 578828

~,/u 61. AIllAu) ,./'uc,., plJP If?,!

Supply, install, upgrade
and repair

Irrigation and Drainage
Services Ltd

Tel: 01633 893119

IRRI(;I\II()N
control

DESIGN • SUPPLY
INSTALL • SERVICE
:\l'l\ ,\ ,tnn, ,\ stern l'\h'n,ion,

.md ,\ st cm rcturbixhmcnt»

Call us for a FREE system survey--Full members of the BTLlA

~R

t}!!
, ~ Sales

Q~ TIO~ & Service
N.E. England. Yor\(shire, S. Humberside, Uncolnshire,

Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and l eicestershire
Contact

EB & LSIMMS
Unit 18, Camp Hill Close, Dallamires Lane, Ripon,

North Yor\(shire HG4 1IT
Tel: (01765) 602175 or 690598 Fax: (01765) 603488

DECIDEAmR
TALKINGTO US•..

As Europe's most experienced
independent consultants we are always

ready to help you with advice on all
aspects of irrigation related matters.,,+~&\ ~r~;~~b:I~,
~ Hants SP61YD
GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS England
Tel: (01425) 652087 Fax: (01425) 652476

T &G IRRIGATION
Design, installation and maintenance

175 Westgate Road, Belton,
Doncaster DN9 1QA

Tel: 01427874200 Fax: 01427 875333
Full moomberof BTLIA

Consult

~;on
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

to discover how our total irrigation
service can benefit you

Design Supply
Installation

Support

01252 336838

Supplien a IniQa1im Equipment 10 Gall eour-.
Bowling Greens, LandIcapeI, Horticultur •.

• ManulaclUJelS 01 [1I1l/at1on EquIpment

• EI:1sttnQ sys!elIllll8llCM:Iled em:! upgraded

DESIGN - INSTAI.l.ATION - SElMCE=now /:). yow Ill1gatton needs

Cameton ( Macpenny )

UnlII7.18, Illghlawn Ind Eat,Rlngwood. Hanla IlH24 INn

Tel: 01425474614 RIx: 01425 471296 ~

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LIMITED

Tel (01932) 788301
Fax (01932) 780437

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND
COMPLETE PROJECTS

BEST BUY B.O.l.L.
EXPERIENCE - EXPERTISE

CARE - SERVICE
since 1923

Founder Member BTLIA

~~ - --A;~~OW SY~'.ml-~ -~ .•.•.
CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR

WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL

LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARN HAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST

A Nationwide
Irrigation Service
A well designed and installed irrigation system
is a vital component to a successful project
OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems for
sportsground, recreational, amenity and
landscape areas.
We offer comprehensive expert consultations,
designs. quotations, manufacture, supply,
installation and service.
OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of
quality irrigation equipment tor every
requirement.

Regional offices throughout the UK
For further information contact
Head Office on 01460 241939

"OCMIS
Design and service you can trust



Hilldel·-
The Irrigation Innovators

Phone or fax for your list of

Hlillfer" dealers
throughout the UK and Ireland

Sportsground Irrigation Co
Tel: 0138641212 Fax: 01386423769

Established 42 years
ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports
and Leisure Grounds
Designed " Supplied " Installed

~ glen Farr(Jw
"'fC{' IRRIGATION

Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lines.
Tel: (01775) 722327
Fax: (01775) 725444

•••
WARDLE

Consulting Engineers, Ltd.
INDEPENDENT

IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
s PROJECT MANAGERS

8, Main St. Barton-under-Needwood
STAFFS DE13 BOP

Main Office Tel/Fax: 01283 711 864
Area Office Tel/Fax: 01483 278 416

1•1.5Irrigation SystemsIi & Equipment

For all your irrigation
requirements, whether a new

installation or system
refurbishment - contact us now for

a free survey, design and
quotation.

I.L.S. lrrigation Systems &
Equipment, Oundle Road,

Lutton, Peterborough PE8 5ND
Tel/Fax: 01832 272450

British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association

((Quality by Association"

IIII
Our aim is to ensure you
have the best possible
irrigation system so we
constantly monitor, maintain

IIand raise the standards of
BTLIA members.1 r For a full list of members
contact David Halford

Tel: 01995640611 or
Fax: 01995 640842

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
BY AN INDEPENDENT,

FAMILY COMPANY

Tel: 01785 812706 Fax: 01785 811747

Lake Construction/Liners

Liners for lakes, ponds and
storage lagoons from the
UK's leading contractor

Comprehensive advice
regarding design and
construction of water areas

GT Ltd, Wiston Road, Nayland,
Colchester, Essex C06 4TL

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

Lining membranes and associated products for
ponds, lakes, water features and reservoirs.

Tel: 01594529191 Fax: 01594 529413

MERI-T Planning
Supply
Installation

Lake Management
·f _l~ CRYSTAL

I CLEARWSP
100% Biological

I ., control of Algae with
,:---mmltional benefits of

increased water clarity
LAKE
COLORANTWSP
Create a natural blue
colour to lakes,

Pathway materials

• COCKLESHELLS • WOODCHIPS •
• GRANITE CHIPS •

DELIVERIES NATIONWIDE
Call: Banks Amenity Products LId

Tel: 01858464346/433003
Fax: 01858 434734

Pest Control

WHAT PEST?
with

ph Control

11:-----------------------STRANCO
pH control and dosing systems for your

irrigation water, for improved turf quality.
Nationwide installation and commissioning

service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes

USF STRANCO
17ApexBusinessPark,Hailsham,EastSussexBN27
3]U Telephone:01323441744 Fax:01323441611

Greenturf Systems

for pH Control using
"PHAIRWAY"solution contact:

S.G.I. Sales
The Oxstalls, Evesham,

Worcestershire, WR11 4T5. England.
Tel: 0138641212 Fax: 01386423769

E-mail: http://www.evenproducts.com

FREE SOIL AND WATER TESTING

BiologicalWatercleaner

Prevent algae bloom; Remove scum;
Suspended solids, Bottom sludge;

Simple to apply, completely safe for
fish, birds, animals and plants

Anchor Industries Europe; Airport Executive Park,
President Way, Luton, Bedfordshire LU29NY

Tel: 1015821 400630 Fax: 1015821 401939

Railway Sleepers

~.";:=·l
RAILWAY
SLEEPERS
1ST Cb\SS QUALITY ONLY
NOT CONSTRUCTION GR.ADE
FOR KEEN PRICES
CO;\lTACT MR DAvlD RomNSON
T•.:lA'..\X: 0161 456 7109
AT -STRIKE TOP TURF-

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
8'6" x 10" x 5"

CROSSING TIMBERS
12" x 6" up to 16' long

Price quoted for number rcqu ircd

Tel (01233) 625121 or 620277

Faggs Fleet
Whitfield Road,
Ashford, Kent

FINETURF PRODUCTS·
01375 361606 <

A1 CONSTRUCTION
GRADE SLEEPERS

Any quantity, delivered anywhere
also

COCKLESHELL
PATH MEDIA

Bulk loads, discounted prices

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

We will beat any genuine quote
Delivery any area

SLEEPER SUPPLIES
TEL: 01302 888676
FAX: 01302 88~547

MOBILE: 0831 356710

Sand/Silica Sand

Top Dressing
Bunker Sand

Root Zone
Tees Dressing
All Aggregates
Path Gravels
Cockleshell

NEW HOTLINE NUMBER:

Contact Gordon
on 01367 244078

NOW SPREADING
IN YOUR AREA

Sports Netting

SPORTS NETTING

• PERIMETERNEntNG
• TARGET NETS
• ANTI BALLPLUGGING
• GRASS GERMINATION
• ANTI DAZZLE NEntNG
• PADDED/NET BAY DIVIDERS
• CHIPPING NET
• PRACTICE NETS
• 'EPIC' TARGET GREEN
• BALLSTOPFENCING

TEL:01179 669684

oBo!ILDID!000 •••o ...•lUND MAMI PoaQUAlITY

Tee Mats

" Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee
& Practice Mat

" Golf Course Furniture
" Driving Range & Practice Ground

Equipment
" Flooring & Pathways

Tel: 01704 571271
Fax: 01704 571272

PRO-TEE i:::.~;.~:s_at
ALL-WEATHER • =~:':~~~
GOLF :::~:~t:two
MA"S ·;;;~:;;9ht~I players
Constructed using a robust and durabte
glass reinlorced cement base and three • Weatherproof,
individually replaceable turf sections- solkt& stable
which have 12mm rubber shock pad • Peg retention
backings - the PRD-TEE all-weather goff system that will
mats are Ideal for both course and not clog up with
prectiuground use. broken tees

• Special levelling
devices

LINKS LEISURE
Find out rrore by
contaetingLinksLeisuretoday
LINKS LEISURE
LIMITED
Unit 22,
Civic Industrial Park,
Whitchurct1,Shropshire
SY131IT
Tel: 01948663002
Fax: 01948666381

TU~ilrU~~
ARTIFICIAL GRASS

TEE MATS, CARRYMATS
AND PUTTING

SURFACES FROM
CARPETITION LTD

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel; (01484) 428777 Fax: (01484) 42325 I
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Top Dressings

TOP DRESSER5..
DRESS WITH
AMTEC!

-

EBOURNEE
Supplying the

South of England
Manufacturers of Top

Dressings &... Rootzones

Contracting Services

BOURNE AMENITY
FIRST FOR QUALITY OF
PRODUCT AND SERVICE

TEL: 01797 252298

A
Martins
V

o~
Pinnacle RANGE

TOP DRESSING • ROOT ZONE
MoNEYSTONE BUNKER SAND
PAR-LINK PATHWAY GRAVEL

MARTIN BROTHERS
TEl: 01825 814121

fAX: 01825 818282

ROOTZONES ~-.;'op DRESSINGS

DIVOT MIXES "" GRADED SOILS

DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS

0800 7317450
ALAN HADLEY Ltd
Fenton House, 102 Grazely Rd,

Three Mile Cross, Berks. RG7 1 BJ

Have you
found all the
logos yet?

RUFFoRD
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Tree Planting

O Top quality tree and
hedge plants grown,
supplied and planted

Wood/and Grant Applications

FREE advisory visit and catalogue.
Golf course planting a speciality

A Tel: (01423) 330977
., Fax: (01423) 331348

Turf

~ ABSOLUTELY NO MINIMUM
ORDER

~PRICE PLEDGE

~ lWO GRADES OF GREENS TURF

~ OLYMPIC RYE FREE
TEES TURF - NEW FOR 1998

~ INDEPENDENT TURF TESTING
PROGRAMME BY THE STRI

~ TOP STRI RATED CULTfVARS

~ BRITAIN'S BEST \\ e
TURF WASHING ~ ~ Jr

SERVICE ; '\/" ~~
~ FREE FORKLIFT ·,~jt'VE"'EY

OFF-LOADING CIRClE

~ LOCAL SERVICE FROM
ROLAWN'S DEPOTS

~ FREE LOAN OF LAYING
EQUIPMENT

~ FREE SAMPLES

CALL 01904 608661
and askJor

CUSTOMER SERVICES

1/".,..

~Qu~
.'f"!' of turf,

personal
Service and

-- ---- --- --I.:.i.••.:

RegentStreet> Pocklington • York Y04 2QN
Telephone01759 304101 • Fax 01759 305229

~

I:'~~~' ~~~

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL

APPLICA nONS AND APPOINTED
OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS

TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

. Please contact Head Office for more information:

THE INTURF GROUP

= GROWERS
'~~ AND SUPPLIERSan OF QUALITY CULTIVATED

: ~_. TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY
TGA.' TURF COUNTRYWIDE

Q Lawns @
Growers of Quality Turf

* Uniquely cultivated on fine
dark soils* Next day deliveries* Quality assured company
ISO 9002

British Field Products Limited ~ -.~.I
Corkwav Drove, Hockwold, I' ~ '.=
Thetford, Norfolk IP26 4JR ~
Office: 01842828266 Fax: 01842827911

Turf Dressings

B• :j: <1 BOUGHTON
~ LOAM LTD

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants

Tel: 01536 510515

for
Turf Dressing

Root Zone Mixes

Screened Top Soils

Bunker Sands

Horticultural Composts

"Pre-germinated grass seed"

"Liquid Sod" Spray-on grass
Herbicides

Grass Seed
Fertilisers

Management
Systems

Oromangh Farm. Sevenhills Road,
lverneath, Bucks. SLO OPA

Tel: 01895 834411

BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK
* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS * SAND ** SCREENED TOP SOIL * FEN SOIL

Deliveries Nationwide
BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK

Tel: 01603 754607

Tyres

FLOTATION
TURF TVRES* Wide Flat Treads ** Custom Made Wheels ** New and Used available *

ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lanes

Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265

Have you
found all the
logos yet?

Vertidraining Hire

rJCABOT SPORTS~J., Soulb Wesl

Verti-draining Specialists

• Overseeding •
• Stone Burying •
• 4 Ton Top Dresser.

(flotation tyres)

Competitive and Reliable
Telephone: (0117) 982 0054

Fax: (0117) 982 0052
Porlview Rd, Avonmouth, Bristol BS11 9LQ

PETER MANNINGTON

A
Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experiencedoperator.competitivepricesand reliableservice

Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211
or Mobile 0850 612061

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill. Hurst Green.
Etchingham. East Sussex TN19 lOA

SEWARD
TURF MAINTENANCE
Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre
Gravel Banding over seeding

Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming
and Top Dressing

Phone York: 01904 765949
Freephone: 0500432120

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE

with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth
WORTH DRAINING

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

Wetting Agents

Enhance water
penetration
and aid the
fight against
dry patch,
also stimulates
soil microbes.

~~I~l\rl+
OI,JfJO~ ~

t(;/l,o fI/IW

~ ''If}
'Jlll\'

For details and Information on our
range of DRENCHER products

•

& Wetting Agents
call us on

..~:,:....._. I



Machinery For Sale

Classified

IVERTIDRAIN'
Wledenmann terrasplke professional P160

Used twice. Only £9950.00

ISANDSLITTER'
Refurbished AFTwith wheel and demon-

stration model, dual use hopper
£9650.00

Darlow Lloyd and Sons Ltd
Tel: 01639 86910

HANDY·JET • LONG-EQUIP
EX DEMO - DE COMPACTOR

PETROL DRIVEN

£5,950.00+VAT

TEL: 01434 605371
GROUNDCAREDEPT.

HEXHAM,NORTHUMBERLAND

Balmer's Garden @ Machlnerv Cenue

NBW and uSBd
Compact Tractors and

Turf Care Machinerv For Sale
BalmBr'S, BurnlBy. lanes

01282453900/454848 r-A-ners-l1m •.•••]1
Fax: 01282 459161 4293011

siSIS~'f
turf maintenance machinery

.Job Shop

25 year old Australian
trained greenkeeper just
emigrated to UK.
Seeking employment
anywhere in UK.
I possess a green keeping
trade certificate.
7 years experience with
managerial skills

JS/81/98
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Recruitment

<.;OLFCLUb

(Home of the PGA Southern Region)

HEAD GREENKEEPER/
COURSE MANAGER

Clandon Regis is a 4 year old course, recently purchased by its
members and the venue for a number of Professional events.

We are seeking a top class Greenkeeper / Course Manager with
proven record as a Head Greenkeeper or First Assistant.

Knowledge of course construction and alterations required.
Applicants must be fully versed in modern greenkeeping methods
with proven man management skills. The ability to prepare and
monitor work programmes and budgets is essential. Interest in

wildlife conservation desirable.
Salary is negotiable but no accommodation is available.

Please apply in writing before 23rd August 1998 enclosing a CV to:
The Chairman of the Greens Committee, Clandon Regis Golf Club,

Epsom Road, West Clandon, Surrey GU4 7TT

DAVYHULME PARK
GOLF CLUB

requires a

HEAD GREENKEEPER
The ideal candidate will be experienced in all aspects of

Greenkeeping and possess all the necessary qualifications
as laid down in BIGGA's job specification.

Applications in writing, with c.v. to: The Secretary, Davyhulme Park Golf
Club, Gleneagles Road, Davyhulme, Manchester, M4l8SA.

COVENTRY GOLF CLUB
Has a vacancy for an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER
Applicants should have a minimum of two years

experience in all aspects of Golf Course maintenance.
NVQ Level 2 or equivalent. PAIA, PAl and PA6.

Apply with full CV to;
The Secretary, Coventry Golf Club, St Martins Road,

Finham Park, Coventry CV3 6PJ
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ASSISTANT HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Murrayfield Golf Club invites applications for the position
of Assistant Head Greenkeeper.

Applicants should have a minimum of 5 years experience
as an Assistant Greenkeeper and be suitably qualified.

In addition to assisting on the 18 hole golf course at
Murrayfield, the successful applicant will be given major

responsibility for the adjoining 9 hole course at Ravelston.

Applications in writing with full CV to;

The Secretary, Murrayfield Golf Club Ltd, 43 Murrayfield Road, Edinburgh,
EH12 6EU. The closing date for applications is August 31, 1998

OXLEY PARK GOLF CLUB
--------EST.1914--------

Applications are invited for the position of

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER/
GROUNDSMAN

at this rolling Parkland course. Reporting to the Head Greenkeeper you
will be experienced and self motivated with a good knowledge of green-

keeping practices including all ride-on machines.
Recognised qualifications including spraying an advantage. Ability to be

flexible during main golfing season and work overtime as required.
Please apply in writing to: The Secretary, Oxley Park Golf Club Limited,

Bushbury, Wolverhampton WVlO 6DE.
All applications will be treated in strict confidence.

BIRCHWOOD PARK
GOLF CENTRE

requires an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER
The successful candidate will have: NVQ Level 2.

Three years experience. Pride in producing quality standards
of work PAl, PA2A would be an advantage.

If you have these, then please apply in writing with full CV to:

Mark Drake Golf Course Manager Birchwood Park Golf Centre Birchwood
Road Wilmington Kent, DA2 7HS Closing date 28th August 1998.



Recruitment
The Old Course

Ranfurly Golf Club
Applications are invited for the position of

HEADGREENKEEPER
The Club has a well established moorland course situated
approximately 15 miles West of Glasgow in the village of

Bridge of Weir.
We require a competent, experienced person who is both
progressive and self motivated. A practical knowledge of
greenkeeping machinery, irrigation systems and current
Health & Safety at Work Regulations will be required

together with excellent man-management skills.
Salary and Conditions Negotiable

(Commensurate with experience and qualifications)
Accommodation is not provided.

Applications in writing enclosing full CV to; The Secretary, The Old Course
Ranfurly Golf Club, Ranfurly Place, Bridge of Weir, Renfrewshire

PAll 3DE. Closing date for applications, 24 August 1998.

BERKHAMSTED GOLF CLUB
requires an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER
Applicants should have a minimum of NVQ Level 2

& hold a clean driving licence.

Apply in writing with full c.v. to; Gerald Bruce,
Berkhamsted Golf Club, The Common, Berkhamsted HP4 2QB

PACHESHAM PARK GOLF CENTRE
require

GREENSTAFF
At busy 9 hole golf course and driving range. Applicants should be qualified

to a minimum of NVQ2 with spraying certificates of benefit, and a sound
knowledge of modern machinery maintenance and irrigation systems.

Salary £12,500 to £13,500 according to experience.

Applications in writing with CV and telephone, for details of job description to;

Phil Taylor, Pachesham Park Golf Centre, Oaklawn Road,
Leatherhead, Surrey KT220BT. Tel: 01372 844666

AMENITY
SALES
MANAGER

Salary negotiable + car + benefits Midlands/South West

Scotts is the market leader in' the manufacture and supply of
high quality branded products to both amateur and
professional gardening markets.

In the Professional market, our customers are professional
growers, local authorities and sports/leisure facilities which
encompass golf courses, bowls clubs, etc.

A rare opportunity now exists in our Amenity team for a
sales professional living in the Midlands/South West region.
Ideally aged 25-40, you should possess the flair, drive and
ambition to sell strongly branded fertilizers and chemicals
used in the care and maintenance of turf. A background
knowledge of horticulture/agriculture would be particularly
advantageous, but of equal importance is a demonstrable
record of sales achievement.

Applicants not possessing the BASIS qualification will be
required to achieve this level of competence with the
company's financial support.

Our competitive benefits package includes a fully-expensed
company car, 25 days holiday, contributory occupational
pension and subsidised health schemes. Relocation will be
considered.
Please write with full career details, including current
earnings to: The H R Dept., The Scotts Company (UK) l.td.,
Paper Mill Lane, Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ.

Closing date for applications is 21st August 1998.

CHIPSTEAD GOLF CLUB
Invite applications for the position of

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER
Applicants must be suitably qualified in all aspects of Course Maintenance.

BIGGA rates.
No Accommodation

Apply in writing, enclosing CV to:

Course Manager, Chipstead Golf Club, How Lane,
Coulsdon, Surrey, CRS 3LN

HAWKHURST GOLF CLUB
Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD GREENKEEPER
Applicants should have a minimum qualification of NVQ

Level 3 and possess PAl, PA2and PA6sprayingcertificates.
Accommodation (flat) is available at reasonable rent.

Apply in writing by 1st September 1998, enclosing full CV to:
Mr B Morrison, General Manager, Hawkhurst Golf Club Ltd,

High Street, Hawkhurst, Kent TN18 4JS
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Recruitment
BOOTLE GOLF COURSE

------ FOUNDED 1934 ------
Applications are invited for the post of

EXPERIENCED GREENKEEPER
to maintain this 18 hole golf course.

The successful applicant must be experienced and qualified in all
aspects of greenkeeping, have leadership skills and the ability to moti-
vate staff also to have knowledge of machinery and irrigation systems

and to maintain Health and Safety requirements.

Applications together with full CV should be addressed to;
The General Manager, Bootie Golf Course, Dunningsbridge Road,

Litherland, Merseyside, L30 2PP

Technical Representative
Salary negotiable + car

Gem Professional require an energetic sales person to sell a
comprehensive range of amenity products to golf clubs and
professional end users throughout Yorkshire. BASIS qualifica-
tions and sales experience preferable, but the drive and com-
mitment to develop new and existing business is essential.

Apply to: Mr C Pearson, Brookside Lane,
Oswaldtwistle, Accrington, Lancashire BB53NY

(PEARL)
IRRIGATION SERVICE ENGINEER

Hugh Pearl Ltd are "Ioro" irrigation area dealers for golf course and sports turf
watering systems for East Anglia and North London.

They require a Service Engineer to repair and maintain existing systems
and assist on the installation of new projects.

A fully stocked service van is provided.
This Isa permanent salaried position with a pertormcnce related element offering the

opportunity to earn In excessof £20Kper annum and Company pension scheme.

Apply in writing with CV to the Managing Director, Hugh Pearl Ltd,
New Farm, Bobbingworth, Ongar, EssexCMSODJ
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ERNEST
)DDE
& SONS LTD

We are one of the largest multi-branch
agricultural, construction and grass care
machinery dealers operating throughout
the South East.We have the following
vacancies at our Sutton-at-Hone Dartford
branch.

PARTS MANAGER
The successful applicant will be capable of
competently running the Parts team which
includes 3-mobile Van Parts Salespersons
and busy Hardware showroom, Previous
experience in retailing is essential.

GARDEN MACHINERY SALESPERSON
We require a person with knowledge of all
types of garden machinery - mowers,
strimmers, hedgecutters, chain saws and
shredders, Retail experience an advantage
but not essential. Must be capable of using
own initiative in dealing with customers
and an aptitude to sell.

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICE
TECHNICIAN
Experienced Service Technician with
knowledge of both garden and
professional grass machinery.

PARTS VAN SALESPERSON
Thisposition involves the sales of
Parts/Hardware items to our customer
base, local authorities and golf clubs,
The ideal candidate should have sales
experience and some knowledge of our
industry and hold a clean driving licence,

PARTS SALESPERSON
The vacancy is in the busy Parts/Showroom
and previous retail experience would be
helpful but not essential as training will be
given. Must have pleasant personality and
smart appearance,

Applications with full CV to:
Mr R Link, Branch Manager, Ernest Doe &
Sons Limited, 83 Main Road, Sutton-at-
Hone, Dartford, Kent, DA4 9HQ

Or telephone 01322 863285 for an
application form,

)A CENTURY~898-199~1 OF SERVICE<



World class
turf care.

We have the edge.

Over 200 years experience in

developing and manufacturing

grass cutting equipment is

undoubtedly a key factor in

Ransomes' worldwide success.

Ransomes has continued to

identify customers ongoing

needs and respond with

continuous improvement, vision and innovation to stay

ahead of the competition. Which is why the current range

offers unbeatable features, toughness and value for money.

But delivering the equipment is only the first part of our

service. We have also worked extremely hard in

developing a Textron worldwide dealer network which

offers support right through to after sales.

There is one more thing that experience has taught

us at Ransomes. Our passion and commitment to serve

our customers at all times and at all levels is what

differentiates us from the competition.

For a free demonstration or the name of your nearest

dealer call freephone 0500 026208 for details.

RANSOIVIES

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
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Fea ure Ii tin
from Jul '96
July '96; Loaders, diggers and exca-
vators; Royal Lytham GC; Protective
Clothing; Modem Apprenticeships;
Irrigation

August '96; Turf Tissue Analysis;
Environmental Communication;
Assessors; Tee Mats

September '96; Budgeting;
Greenkeeping in Finland; Kings Acre
GC; Grinding; Role of Training
Providers; Blowers

October '96; Drainage;
The Wentworth Club

November '96; Irrigation Equipment;
St Andrews; The Oaks GC; Engines
December '96; Maintenance
Facilities; History of the Mower;
Mentmore Golf and Country Club

January '97; Trees; Tenby GC;
Communication; Addressing the inbal-
ance in Sports Turf; Hiring Equipment

February '97; Attending to the
Details; Computers; Fertilisers;
Rudding Park

March '97; Making Machinery Last;
Computers; Irrigation; Musselburgh
Old Links; STRI; Defining Playing
Performance; Compact Tractors

April '97; Turf Quality; The London
Club; Computers; Electric Greens
Mower; Course Accessories; Ecology;
Aerators

May '97; Data Tagging; Naunton
Downs GC; Alternative Spikes;
Suspended Water Table Greens;
Shallow Aerators; Working in Germany

June '97; Drought Survival;
Gooden Beach; Monitoring the
Weather; Slitters

July '97; Royal Troon GC; Speed of
Putting Surfaces; Mowers

August '97; Maintenance Facilities;
Heather Management; Bunker Rakes;
Workshops; Architecture; Kedleston
ParkGC

September '97; Accident Reporting;
Greens Mowers; Valderrama GC; Links
Courses

October '97; Environment;
Recruitment; Abbeydale GC;
Rough Mowers; Soil Analysis

November '97; Environment
Competition; Bank Cutting;
Risk Assessment; Pumps
December '97; Seed Development;
Longhirst Hall GC; Toro Awards;
Fertiliser Spreaders; Communication

January '98; FEGGA Conference;
Buying Power Equipment; Elmwood
GC; Mobile Phones; Traffic
Management; Spraying; Environment

February '98; BTME Review;
Overseeding; Royal Mid Surrey GC;
Drainage; Thatch

March '98; Trees, Golf Course
Accessories, News from GCSAA,
Leamington & County GC, Trevor
Smith's BTME Talk

April '98; Gleneagles Hotel,
Compact Tractors, Environment,
Protective clothing, Rain bird,
Internet

May '98; Greens Mowers,
Suspended Water Table Greens,
Seeds, Letham Grange Resort,
Charterhouse profile, Security and
BIGGA's Fund Raising Campaign

June '98; Interview with Nick Park,
Earthworm special, ATVs, Royal
Porthcawl, Grinding

July '98; Aeration, Royal Birkdale
preview, The importance of research,
Architecture,
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I would like to start by thanking
the South West Section for inviting
me to play in their match against
the Golf Club Secretaries at
Ilfracombe. The course was in very
good condition. The food and com-
pany were great, but the one thing
you don't want at Ilfracombe is rain
and wind, and we had them both in
abundance. It was one of those
times when the hot shower after was
like paradise.

We did manage to win which
helped us forget the weather and
enjoy the day. Thanks must go to
Avoncrop for their sponsorship of
this event. My next engagement was
the Anniversary Golf Day at
Aldwark Manor, and what a day it
turned out to be, just for once the
weather was good. The organisation
was superb thanks to the staff and in
particular to Pauline Thompson, the
event organiser. I would like to
thank Aldwark Manor for hosting
the event. They gave us the golf
course free, and put on a barbecue in
the evening which would be hard to
better anywhere. The staff were all
very helpful and it was a pleasure to
meet and talk with Aldwark
Manor's new Corporate Events
Manager, Bob Moncur.

The event's sponsor,
BT Mobile did us
proud, as did the com-
panies who entered
teams in the golf. Our
special guest was Ian
Mercer from Coro-
nation Street who had
time for everyone and
anything. A genuine

man who came to take part and
enjoy himself, and his parting shot
the following day was "Thanks, I
hope you invite me next year." Ian,
you can take that as read.

One of my duties of the day was to
make the draw for the "Buy a Brick"
raffle and the first ticket I pulled out
was for a set of Hippo golfclubs and
bag which was won by Barry
Heaney. By the way I am still wait-
ing for the drink, Barry. Thanks to
everyone who was involved, it was a
wonderful day.

I have spent some time in the last
few weeks helping with the judging
for the Toro Award for Excellence in
Greenkeeping, and I have visited
many different types of courses, but
one thing stands out more than any-
thing else, the lack of understanding
by management at clubs. How
essential it is to have proper shower
and washing facilities within the
compound area and not use the
clubhouse, which apart from being
in many cases away from the work-
ing area, mean they are going
against health and safety regulations
by washing off pesticides, oils and
fuel in a public place.

Another task which is often miss-
ing is a proper record of spraying,

use and stock. This, of course, is
down to the greenkeeper. All records
should be kept by law. Having had
my little dig, I saw some very well
kept courses. The award demands
both sides of course management is
in place and some got it right.
Obviously I cannot go into that
here, but I do wish them all good
luck and thank them for their time
and hospitality.

News from Aldwark and our new
HQ Building is that despite the wet
weather everything looks good and
on schedule for the opening in
October. So, we can all look forward
to that.

Our staff are already preparing for
BTME in January 1999. It only
seems a few weeks ago when we
were in Harrogate for the last green-
keepers' week, and here we are talk-
ing of the next, but that's a measure
of the work and time put in to
organising a week like BTME,
National Conference and
Workshops. I'll tell you about my
nostalgic trip to Royal Birkdale for
the Open, next month.

~y-~~.
Gordon Child



Haifa Chemicals ltd ~ Horticulture Division
a....- Leaders in Plant Nutrition ------ ..•

Hi-Chem (UK) Ltd Tel: 0181 952 2552 Fax: 0181 952 0551
Distributed by Headland Amenity Products Tel: 01799 530146 Fax: 01799 530229
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M ultigreen controlled release
fertilisers have been specifically
formulated to give you stronger

and healthier turf all the year round while
savingyou time, materials and labour.

• One application provides continuous
nutrition for a whole season

• Polymer coating ensures steady release
and reduced leaching

• Potassium is derived from potassium

nitrate, the preferred source for fast
uptake and prevention of 'black layer'

• Choice of formulations for greens and
fairways

Fertilisers and Turf Maintenance Products
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