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SULLIVAN'S SUCCESS 
Steve Sullivan, right, receives the Miracle Trophy from 

Miracle Professional's Richard Minton following his 

sterling performance in the BIGGA National Tournament 
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ENTER THE R 
ULCRUM BLADE™ IS A 

TOTALLY NEW GENERATION OF 

• • • • • H I SUPPLEMENT FOR YOUR TURF. 

DEVELOPED AND MARKETED BY CARGILL PLC, 

ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST FERTILISER 

COMPANIES, BLADE™ is BASED ON THE NEW 

TECHNOLOGY OF CARBOHYDRATE NUTRITION. 

IT WORKS BY SUPPLYING THE NATURALLY 

OCCURING MYCORRHIZA IN THE SOIL WITH 

A READILY AVAILABLE SOURCE OF ENERGY. 

THE RESULTS SEEN BY A WHOLE RANGE OF 

USERS FROM GOLF COURSES TO TURF 

GROWERS ARE A HEALTHIER AND STRONGER 

PLANT WITH FAR GREATER TOLERANCE TO 

DROUGHT, DUE TO THE INCREASE IN ROOT 

MASS, LEADING TO MORE EFFICIENT USE OF 

THE OTHER INPUTS APPLIED. 

RECENTLY LAUNCHED IN THE U K , THIS NEW 

TECHNOLOGY IS ONE OF THE MOST COST 

EFFECTIVE, NATURAL WAYS OF OPTIMISING 

THE PERFORMANCE OF YOUR TURF. 

PLEASE CONSULT ONE OF OUR DISTRIBUTORS 

FOR DETAILS OR CONTACT CARGILL ON 

FREEPHONE 0800 919187. 

FUU 

o CARGILL 
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KINGS 
H O R T I C U L T U R E 

U TH E D I F F E R E N C E W I T H FU L C R U M IS Y O U CAN 

A C T U A L L Y S E E T H E N E W R O O T S D E V E L O P I N G . 

W I T H M O S T O R G A N I C F E E D S , Y O U C A N ' T S E E 
A D I F F E R E N C E . 99 

CH R I S SQ U I R E S , H E A D G R E E N K E E P E R , 

RU T L A N D CO U N T Y G O L F C L U B , L I N C O L N S H I R E . 

Of CSC 
AMENITY 

Tel: 01738 623201 T E L : 01787 223300 



Every club should 
have a professional 
like this! 

The Hayter FM514 is a purpose-built 5-gang 
mower that's equal to the challenge of any course. 
Since no two golf courses are the same, the FM is 
designed to adapt. Unique 26" floating heads follow 
the ground contours closely for a superb finish. 

Ground holding is gentle but firm. Wide front axle, 
broad tyres and variable weight transfer system give 
traction with minimum turf or soil damage. 

And behind it all is the sheer power of a Kubota 
35hp engine. With 'on-demand' 4-wheel drive 
transmission and differential locking you have total 
mastery. 
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Call now to arrange a demonstration 

HAYTER 
Hayter Limited 

Spellbrook Bishop's Stortford Herts CM23 4BU England 
Tel: 01279 723444 Fax: 01279 600338 

Every club should have a professional like this! 
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Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund 
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Greens mowers in the spotlight 
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greenkeepers who use them every day Pages 17-21 

Wet, but certainly not a washout 
The BIGGA National Tournament, in association with Miracle 
Professional, was possibly an even greater test for participants 
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Even the most Stubborn turf weeds won't 
see new SPEARHEAD conning. 

Containing new chemistry, SPEARHEAD is a 
selective herbicide with the power to strike 

from out of the blue in any sports or 
amenity turf situation. 

SPEARHEAD sets new levels of excellence, 
and controls not only the more common 

RHONE-POULENC 

weeds of turf, but also the problem weeds 
such as Slender Speedwell and the Clovers. 

With its approval for use on grasses as 
young as two months, low rates of use and 
clearance for knapsack application, now is 

the time to select SPEARHEAD - the 
ultimate all round weapon in the war 

against turf weeds. 

For détails of your Rhône-Poulenc dlstributor téléphoné 0277 301115. 

Rhône-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW Telephone 0277 301115 Fax 0277 301119 
SPEARHEAD CONTAINS DIFLUFENICAN, MCPA AND CLOPYRALID. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. MAFF 07342 

Spearhead. The ultimate all rounder on turf. 



Golf by the hour hailed 
as 'major breakthrough' 
A new idea could change the 
shape of golf and help to bring 
the sport to areas where space 
has previously denied the oppor-
tunity for courses to be built. 

Golf Courts have been hailed as 
a major breakthrough for the 
sport on a number of fronts, not 
only because a golf court can pro-
vide a full round of golf on just 6-
15 acres, but also because it pro-
vides the opportunity to play the 
game by the hour. And with the 
prospect of floodlit golf, Golf 
Courts looks set to revolutionise 
the game. 

The concept of the Golf Court 

stems from its development in 
1988 when Systems Designer, 
Farrel Bradbury, suffered a 
stroke and was advised to take 
up golf. Soon hooked on the 
game, he converted six acres of 
land into an 18 hole course com-
prising par three and par four 
holes. 

Having spent eight years fine 
tuning his idea, Bradbury's sys-
tem of a stepped fairway using 
four greens, and eight tee posi-
tions means that with no more 
than 15 acres, or a tenth of the 
normal size of a golf course, a full 
round of golf can be played. 

Interest is now intense in Golf 
Courts around the world with 
developers of urban land keen to 
have the court installed. 

The Golf Court is booked on 
an hourly basis with three 
matches on the court at any one 
time. Every club in the bag is 
brought into use and whether 
the court is in the grounds of a 
hotel, a private home or is part 
of a mix of leisure facilities, it is 
ideal for those who want to fit 
more golf into their week and is 
certain to provide the answer to 
many personal and corporate 
dreams. 

T h e King's C o u r s e f e a t u r e s t h e wor ld 's f irst f loa t ing f a i r w a y 

Bumper package for US courses 
Eight golf courses in the Myrtle 
Beach area of South Carolina, 
USA, will soon be groomed 
almost exclusively by Ran-
somes, Cushman and Ryan turf 
maintenance equipment. 
Owned and operated by the 
Myrtle Beach National Com-
pany, the eight courses are part 
of one of the top golfing resort 
regions in the United States. 

The extensive package of 
new equipment includes 20 
Greens Super 55 walk-behind 
greens mowers; 13 Ransomes 
fairway 305 fiveplex mowers; 

12 Ransomes Fairway 250 five-
plex mowers; 12 Greensplex 
160 riding greens mowers; 12 
Ransomes T-Plex 185 tee and 
surrounds mowers; nine Cush-
man Groom Master bunker 
groomers and seven 700 Series 
rider rotary mowers 

One of the newest Myrtle 
Beach courses, The King's 
Course was designed by Arnold 
Palmer. The course derives its 
name from The Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club of St. 
Andrews' crowning of Palmer 
as "The King of Golf" in 1995 

during his final appearance at 
The British Open. The course 
features the world's first float-
ing fairway. 

Clay Brittain Jnr, Chairman 
of the Myrtle Beach National 
Company, said, "We realised we 
were spending too much time 
and money on the repairs of 
equipment we had kept for too 
many years. This caused a lot 
of downtime. When we 
decided to bring our equipment 
up to date, Ransomes came to 
us with an exceptional package 
of equipment." 

FLYING DIVOTS 

'93 and in the 
early part of this year on a 
temporary contract, has 
returned to Aldwark Manor 
on a full time basis as an 
Administrative Assistant. 

A top amateur golfer, 
Emma (25) won the British 
Ladies' Championship in 
1994 and has represented 
England for the last three 
years and Great Britain and 
Ireland on several 
occasions, including in 
South Africa when she 
played on a GB&I team 
which won a "Test Series" 
2-0. 

This year she won the 
Northern Foursomes and the 
Keighley Trophy and was 
runner-up in both the English 
Strokeplay and Yorkshire 
Championships. 

She was made an 
Honorary Member of Malton 
and Norton Golf Club while 
her boyfriend, Neil Clarkson, 
is an assistant professional at 
Sand Moor Golf Club. 

Away from the golf course 
she is also a keen netball 
player and represents 
Broughton, Swinton and 
Amotherby. 

"I'm delighted to be back 
at BIGGA and thoroughly 
enjoy working at Aldwark 
Manor," said Emma. 
• Former US Vice President 
Dan Quayle will speak at the 
GCSAA Conference and 
Show in Anaheim, California 
next February 

Quayle, an avid golfer who 
was a 1997 US. Senior Open 
entrant, will speak on the 
issues of commitment to 
family, personal value 
structure and his career as 
an elected official. 

In our second 
year of using Primer 
604 we now have 
greens that are free of 
dry patch. Buying the 
210 litre container, we 
get great value for 
money as well.^^ 

Primar 004 • manufactured in England by 
Supaturf Product* Ltd undar Itoanaa from tha 

Aquatrola Corporation of Amarica 
Tel: 01455 234677 
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S C O T T M a c C A L L U M 

There are 
some things 
which really 
get to you 
Have any of you seen Room 

101 on BBC 2 on Friday 
nights? It's where celebrities get 
the opportunity to send their 
dislikes or petty hates into the 
room for all eternity. Recently I 
know Eric Cantona and 
caravans began their periods of 
exile. 

It got me thinking about 
what I would send into Room 
101 and I found it was quite 
therapeutic. 

I've come up with just a few 
of the things which I think I'd 
be better off without and a 
couple which I know have hit 
the mark with some of you. 

Lorries which pull out to 
overtake other lorries when 
you know it'll take them ten 
minutes to complete the 
manoeuvre; People who push 
in front in queues when you're 
only 90% sure you were there 
first so can't say anything 
about it and paying for some-
thing and finding it doesn't 
work or is not what you 
ordered. 

Professionally, and I don't 
mean this as a slight to people 
who are only doing their job 
and many of them do it in a 
very pleasant way, it's people 
who phone up and ask, "Did 
you receive the press release 
we sent you?" What they 
really mean is, "I know you 
must have got it because I 
posted it to you a couple of 
days ago. Are you going to use 
it?" 

The answer is one to which 
I can never say a definitive 
"yes" or "no" because I never 
know how much room I'll 
have for such things yet we 
both have to go through the 
ritual of asking and answering 
the questions. 

They always seem to call at 
a time when I'm particularly 
busy. 

I know Stefan Antolik, of 
Cooden Beach, would 
send Goretex water-

proofs into Room 101. He 
thinks they are the biggest 
scourge he has faced as a 
greenkeeper as they allow 
people to stay dry in condi-
tions that do no end of dam-
age to the golf course. After a 
few days of torrential rain at 
the National Tournament I can 
see why. Another occupant I 
know of would be caddie 
carts, both manual and elec-
tric, which tear up the course. 
I had a call from a member 
who suffers badly from caddie 
car damage but felt he was 
powerless to do anything 
about it. 

Write in and let me know of 
anything which you would 
send into Room 101. It may be 
you are not alone in your 
thoughts and if there are a 
great many of you with the 
same candidate we can cam-
paign to improve matters. 

Can I say thank you to the 
BBC, Hattrick Productions and 
Nick Hancock for the use of 
their idea. 
• This month is The Ryder 
Cup and can I, on behalf of us 
all, wish Seve's team well. 
Success at the top level cer-
tainly increases interest at the 
grass roots and that can only 
be good for golf and for all of 
us who earn our living from it. 

Scott 
MacCallum 

Editor 

As I see it... 
BY PAT MURPHY 
BIGGA CHAIRMAN 

In recent months 

people could be 
forgiven for thinking 
I've been auditioning 
for Dustin Hoffman's 
role in the sequel to 
"The Rainman". You 
will recall that two 
of the Hayter 
Regional Finals I 
attended had to be 
reduced to nine 
holes because of 
torrential rain. 
They did well 
even to get any 
holes played at all. 

Now I go to Cooden Beach for the National 
Tournament in assocation with Miracle Professional and 
after two reasonable days the final round is a complete 
washout - an inch of rain fell in half an hour. The event 
had to be cut back to 36 holes. That was bad enough 
but that was the day I'd decided to play the course! I 
must be jinxed. 

Despite that the tournament was greatly enjoyed by 
those who attended and Stefan Antolik, his team, the 
Secretary and all the other clubhouse staff must be 
congratulated and thanked for making it such a 
success. For me it was a chance to meet up with so 
many old friends while I always enjoy meeting up with 
Derek Farrington the South East Regional Administator. 

While it is not quite so hectic with BIGGA business at 
the moment - the Executive Director is on holiday so 
my phone isn't quite so busy - I've a lot on at my golf 
club. As I write I'm preparing for the Bradford Team 
Championship and the Yorkshire Boys with barely a day 
without some event on at the club. Fortunately the 
course has been good all year and my team have been 
doing a great job while I've been away. 

And next month I'll be on my travels again as I first 
head to Saltex, where I've been asked to judge the 
stands, then on to Ireland for a meeting. I break the 
journey on the way back to attend the Cumbria Cup, 
where I understand Viscount Whitelaw will be making an 
appearance, and then I head to the Berkshire College of 
Agriculture where I shall be turning the first sod on the 
new Golf Greenkeeping Academy. 

Talking of turning sods, I'm looking for someone to 
donate an edging iron and turf lifter for 
when I perform the same task for 
our new Headquarters. Can 
anyone help? 



RainHBird @ G O L F I R R I G A T I O N 

Rain Bird irrigation products conserve water 
resources for a greener future 

Reliable products 
and technical service 

all over the world. 

Central control systems 
Impact and 
gear-drive rotors 
Valves 

Raìn^BÌRD Conserving Nature's Resources Since 1933™ 

Rain Bird U.K. office: Tel. 01273 891 326 



I * L * S IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
& EQUIPMENT 

Tel: 01832 272450 
Mobile: 0860 467441 
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IRRIGATION = IRRITATION? 
For realistic solutions to your 
irrigation problems, up-dates, 

extensions or new installations 
please contact us now. 

(We'd be happy to 'pop up' and 
see you with no obligation) 

I.L.S. Irrigation Systems & Equipment, 

Ound le Rd, Lutton, Peterborough PE8 5 N D 
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GOLF COURSE 
SUPERINTENDENTS 
ASSOCIATION 
OF I R E L A N D 

TURF 
MAINTENANCE 
EXHIBITION 1997 

The only trade fair in southern Ireland dedicated 
to the maintenance of amenity turf. 

Due to the great demand for space, the fair now 
occupies Ireland's most prestigious exhibition hall, 

the Main Hall of the RDS, Dublin. 

Essential for greenkeepers, groundsmen, 
county councils and corporations or indeed 

anyone responsible for the upkeep 
of large grass areas. 

CAN YOU AFFORD TO MISS IT? 
Dales are 5th and 6th November 1997 

Phone, fax, e-mail or write for your free invitation to: 
Fairlink Ltd., 58 Clonard Court, 
Balbriggan, Co. Dublin, Ireland 

Tel: 00 353 1 8 4 1 1 3 6 2 Fax: 00 353 1 8 4 1 2934 
E-mail: jbreivik@iol.ie 

Woodhall Spa Head Greenkeeper David Hornsey, seated, with, from left, Paul 
Baxter, EGU Secretary; Graham Dale, Lely Managing Director; Peter Wisbey, 
Course Manager at Woodhall Spa; Bob Buckingham, The Toro Company 
European Sales Manager and David Cole, Lely National Sales Manager 

Toro kit selected by 
English Golf Union 
The English Golf Union has cho-
sen Toro to supply golf course 
turf maintenance equipment and 
irrigation systems for its two 
courses at the National Golf Cen-
tre in Woodhall Spa, Lines. 

In a five-year agreement signed 
between the EGU and The Toro 
Company and distributors Lely 
UK, Toro is supplying £350,000-
worth of new equipment in two 
phases this year and next. 

The EGU's Courses Manager at 
Woodhall Spa, Peter Wisbey, who 
joined The National Golf Centre 
in December after working 10 
years in Portugal, where he was 
Technical Director at both Quinta 
da Lago and Pinheiros Altos, said 
that Toro won the contract after a 
competitive tender. 

"Toro was chosen because 
their's was the only package 
where every single machine in 
our specification was either the 
best in the field or at least equal 
to the best of the others," he said. 

"The Toro machines not only 
met our needs, they offered more 
than we were looking for." 

The agreement was sealed at a 
special signing ceremony at the 
EGU's national headquarters 
attended by Peter Wisbey and 
EGU Secretary Paul Baxter. Toro 
were represented by Lely Manag-
ing Director, Graham Dale, and 
National Sales Manager, David 
Cole, as well as Bob Buckingham, 
The Toro Company's European 
Sales Manager. 

David Cole said: "Everyone at 
Toro and Lely UK is delighted 
that we have won this valuable 
contract against stiff opposition 
from our major competitors, and 
to be involved with such a presti-
gious name and organisation as 
the English Golf Union." 

Speaking at the signing cere-
mony Bob Buckingham said: 
"This is an important deal for us. 
We believe that our success was 
helped by the fact we could sup-
ply both machinery and irrigation 
equipment from the one com-
pany." 

The new Toro fleet delivered 
under phase one of the agree-
ment consists of a Workman util-
ity vehicle, Reelmaster 6500-D 
fairway mower and a Grounds-
master 3000-D with both rotary 
and flail cutting units. All three 
machines are fitted with deluxe 
Mauser safety cabs with air con-
ditioning and heating. There are 
also three Greensmaster 3200-D 
ride-on greensmowers, as well as 
two 1600 and four 1000 walk-
behinds, plus a Reelmaster 2300-D. 

These and a further delivery 
under phase two of the agree-
ment next spring will be used to 
maintain both the National Golf 
Centre's existing championship or 
Hotchkin Course and the new 
The Bracken Course which is 
scheduled to open next June. 

It is all part of the major initia-
tives being undertaken at Wood-
hall Spa by the EGU on behalf of 
its 700,000 members from 1,800 
clubs which will also see the 
opening later this year of a 
unique 11-acre training and 
coaching academy where facili-
ties include a 20-bay covered dri-
ving range and short game 
practice area complete with 
putting greens, target greens and 
a range of practice bunkers. 

Both 18-hole courses have Toro 
irrigation on greens, tees and 
approaches. This may be 
extended in the future to encom-
pass the Hotchkin Course fair-
ways. 
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Course first 
for college 
Myerscough College has 
launched Europe's first degree 
course in Turfgrass Science, 
commencing in September 
1997. This unique four-year 
programme will take turfgrass 
education to a new level in 
Britain. The course is specially 
designed for students who 
wish to gain a thorough 
technical understanding of 
turfgrass growth and 
development,the ecology of 
turfgrass environments and 
construction systems. 

Myerscough College runs 
the programme in conjunction 
with the University of Central 
Lancashire, to provide 
students with a 
comprehensive knowledge of 
turfgrass management, 
rootzone technology, golf 
course and sports ground 
drainage, irrigation design and 
installation, and research 
methodology. 

Formal links with American 
Universities will enable 
students to take a 12 month 
work placement in the United 
States and gain practical 
experience on some of the 
world's finest golf courses. 

"It has taken five years of 
extensive discussions with a 
range of industry 
representatives to develop 
this unique learning 
experience." said Martyn 
Jones, Head of Turfgrass 
Science. 

Feedback event helps 
to maintain standards 
A party of 11 Course Managers 
from some of the UK's top golf 
courses took part in this year's 
Toro Turf Professionals Club visit 
to the United States as guests of 
The Toro Company and distribu-
tor Lely UK. 

The visit was designed to pro-
vide a forum for a two-way 
exchange of ideas and opinions 
about existing and future Toro 
professional turf products cover-
ing both equipment and irrigation 
systems. 

On the first part of its eight-day 
tour, the party visited The Toro 
Company's corporate headquar-
ters in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
where the Course Managers met 
and heard from senior manage-
ment including Toro group Vice 
President Chuck Lounsbury, as 
well as other members of the 
team from engineering, manufac-
turing and product testing. They 
then toured the engineering and 
test facilities and were shown 
Toro's new state-of-the-art train-
ing centre. 

This was followed by a round 
table forum led by Vana Lonn, 
Toro's Manager of Advanced 
Engineering who, with his team, 
is responsible for developing 
many of the new concepts in 
technology and design for future 
Toro products. 

The next day the party visited 
Toro's main commercial products 
manufacturing facility in Tomah, 
Wisconsin, where there was an 
opportunity to discuss product 
related issues with senior produc-
tion management and to tour the 
factory to see products being 
assembled as well as Toro's 
impressive component-testing 
facilities. 

Toro's Worldwide Marketing 
Manager in Minneapolis, Barry 
Beckett, who was responsible for 
the visit and hosted this first 
stage of the programme, said: 
"Toro is a great believer in listen-
ing to what our customers have 
to say about how our products 
perform in the field, in their own 
conditions, and how in the future 

Keeping Toro in the picture: Barry Becket t , front left, Toro's Worldwide 
Market ing Manager, in Minneapolis w i th UK Course Managers and others 

we can help them meet the chal-
lenges they face in their everyday 
working lives with innovative 
new developments. 

"These UK Course Managers 
are responsible for some of the 
world's best-known or up-and-
coming golf courses. The heavy 
demand that places on them to 
achieve excellence in what they 
do makes their opinions and 
ideas invaluable to us in main-
taining Toro as a world-leading 
maker of turfcare products." 

On the second stage of its visit 
the party flew on to Riverside, 
California, the home of Toro's 
headquarters for the design and 
manufacture of its irrigation sys-
tems. Here again the visitors met 
senior management and went on 
a conducted tour of the irrigation 
manufacturing facility where 
they saw products being assem-
bled as well as the extensive test 
facilities. This was followed by a 
round table forum to discuss and 
hear about current and future 
golf course irrigation products 
and issues. 

Speaking about the importance 
of such feedback, Toro's Euro-
pean Sales Manager Bob Buck-
ingham said: "Toro is committed 
to looking at customer require-
ments on a world-wide basis, not 
just from a US standpoint. This 

visit provided an ideal forum for 
listening to what our UK cus-
tomers had to say about our 
products and the key turfcare 
issues that affect them in their 
daily work, so that Toro can 
ensure that it meets all their cur-
rent and future needs." 

The UK course managers who 
attended the Toro Hirf Profession-
als Club Visit were: Walter 
Woods; George Brown, Turn-
berry; Chris Kennedy, Wentworth; 
John Philp, Carnoustie; Alan Pur-
die, Crail; Jim McKenzie, Celtic 
Manor; Rob Brewer, St. Mellion; 
Phil Chiverton, Buckinghamshire; 
Brian Turner, Sunningdale; Steve 
Jones, The London; Jim Cassidy, 
Ashridge. 

mis adventures of Cordon the Creenkeeper 

Distributor appointed f too much work? not enough time? 
Avoncrop Amenity Products 
has been appointed as a main 
distributor for Green Releaf 
Biotech Inc, to cover the 
South of England and South 
Wales. Green Releaf, based at 
Jacksonville, Florida, is the 

leading US manufacturer of 
soil management and plant 
nutrient products. 

The company specialises in 
microbial soil inoculants 
developed to enhance turf-
grass quality. 

The STRESS HELPLINE can advise you 
Greenkeeper Members call the STRESS HELPLINE 

for FREE advice: 0990 234999 
Yet another benefi t of 

BIGGA membership 



HARDI SPRAYER 
I 1 

Please rush me details of the superb 
FREE Hardi Sprayer Offer. 

Name: 

Club Address: 

Phone: 
Gl.9.97 

AD 
R E F . 
212 

Send to: 
Ritefeed Ltd., Ritefeed House, 
Brook Street, Preston, Lancashire PR1 7NH 

A HARDI SPRAYER ABSOLUTELY FREE, 
courtesy of 

RITEFEED LIMITED, BRITAIN'S FOREMOST MANUFACTURER 
OF LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILISERS. 

TO QUALITY: 
Simply agree a budget figure for your clubs fertiliser requirements. For 
example £10,000 you then have £10,000 to spend on spraying equipment 
with Hardi Sprayers, Britain's leading supplier of sprayers to the Golf Course 
Markets. 
TO CANCEL: 
In the unlikely event that you wish to cancel the agreement, your club 
simply pay the appropriate balance for the spray equipment, it is then the 
property of the clubs, eg: 
After 1 year £7,500, After 2 years £5,000, After 3 years £2,500, 
After 4 years The sprayer is yours FREE OF CHARGE. 
BENEFITS: 
Think of the benefits, not only would your course be benefiting from the 
unique properties of Ritefeed Fertiliser, such as pH correction, custom made 
analysis linked to Ritefeed's unique patented computerised soil analysis 
programme you would also have the best spraying equipment. 

BE LIKE BRITAIN'S TOP CLUBS DEMAND RITEFEED. 
For further details contact Ritefeed on 0860 424430 

or complete and return the coupon opposite. 



From mangles and tights 
to laptops and bytes... 

The Rite stuff: John Walter, Brian Mainwar ing and Richard Lawrence 

RiteFeed has come a long way 
since its early days but 
BIGGA's latest Golden Key 
Sponsor is still progressing at 
great pace. 

It would perhaps go down as 

one of the more unusual con-
versation topics for a dinner party 
but when John Walker and 
Richard Lawrence got onto the 
subject of cow slurry during one 
such memorable occasion 11 
years ago it resulted in the birth 
of a company which has not 
looked back since. 

Eight years after the launch of 
RiteFeed Richard, a man with 22 
year's experience of the industry 
as Marketing Director for Rigby 
Taylor and National Accounts 
Manager for Rhone Poulenc, was 
persuaded by John to join the 
company. Between then and now 
RiteFeed has grow to 15 times the 
1994 size. 

"I would hope that we at least 
double the size of the company 
next year and continue to double 
it year on year," revealed Richard. 

"That means that next year the 
company won't be 15 times the 
size it was when I started but 30 
times the size." 

To help make that possible Rite-
Feed has been recruiting its sales 
force covering the country -
Robert Bruce in Scotland; Brian 
Mainwaring in the North West; 
Alan Cordingley in the North East 
and John McCully in London. 

The company may never have 
been launched at all if it hadn' t 
been for that dinner party back in 
1986. 

Richard explained the back-
ground to the bizarre tale. 

"John's family rent out some 
farms which they own and over 
dinner at my house one night I 
told him that we were selling cow 
slurry. When I told him the price 
he just couldn't believe it - it was 
more expensive than petrol but 
they had been just tipping the 
stuff away." 

The beginnings of the company 
are a typical example of the heroic 
"Heath Robinson" methodology 
which has been at the root of many 
a successful British innovation. 

£ 
BIGGA 

GOLDEN KEY 
CIRCLE 

"John started off with a mangle 
and a pair of lady's tights," 
revealed Richard. 

"He filled the tights with cow 
slurry and put them through the 
mangle to force out the liquid. 
Unfortunately the tights exploded 
and John got covered. 

"Things have changed a lot 
since then and now we offer what 
I believe is the most technically 
advanced product on the market." 

It is through this insight into the 
early days of RiteFeed that you 
realise why John says, "I just can't 
believe the success that the com-
pany has enjoyed since we 
launched. There is a tremendous 
difference now to when we 
started." 

Much of the success of the com-
pany is down to an ability to listen 
to the customer and cater for 
what he wants. 

"Everything we do is led by the 
customer. I think the trade has 
been wrong for a number of years 
in going into golf courses and say-
ing, 'This is what we offer'. We 
have changed that totally by 
going into golf courses and say-
ing, 'What do you need?' There is 
a massive difference between 
these statements," said Richard. 
"The majority of the good new 
products we've launched have 
come from ideas from greenkeep-
ers and Course Managers. They 
come to us, for example, and say 
they've got a problem and that 
they believe it to be sulphur. So 
then we work on that and end up 
with a product." 

RiteFeed has a product list of 12 
but the vast proportion of the 
business is specially formulated 
for each golf course. From a pro-
duction base in Preston, Lan-
cashire, the company have the 
capacity to produce enough prod-
uct to service 10% of the market 
with the scope to double produc-

tion if required. 
"It is a very efficient process 

which John has developed," said 
Richard. 

The sophistication now 
employed is a league away from 
merely grading the product 
through a range of 7 to 40 denier 
tights. 

"We have developed a way of 
putting nitrogen, phosphate and 
potash into the product. It's a 
secret method and we're very 
proud of it. 

"We also give a choice of source 
or nitrogen so customers can have 
fast or slow release of ammonium 
nitrate, very slow release with 
methodine urea or anything in the 
middle," explained Richard, who 
added that they have also found a 
way of keeping the microbes in 
the product live through to the 
application stage. 

"If the Course Manager says he 
wants an 8-0-6 with iron we make 
him an 8-0-6 with iron. We make 
whatever they want whether it is 
on our catalogue or not." 

Together with Gleneagles, Rite-
Feed has also developed a com-
puter programme into which they 



'We can do a full year's programme for a greenkeeper in about 25 minutes' 
can feed a golf courses soil analy-
sis and it will give the ideal fer-
tiliser for every hole on the 
course. 

"We can do a full year's pro-
gramme for a greenkeeper in 
about 25 minutes," explained 
Richard, who added that he reck-
oned RiteFeed do more soil analy-
sis through the STRI than any 
other company. 

"A number of Course Managers 
have asked me to take the com-
puter and show the Greens Chair-
man - we'll never speak to 
anyone without the Course Man-
ager's approval. Often a commit-
tee will have no idea how 
complex it is to run a golf course 
and the problems which face the 
Course Manager every day. The 
computer shows the situation in a 
very graphic way and highlights 
why problems exist and, impor-
tantly, what is being done to solve 
them. 

"Course Managers are often 
criticised for things that are fre-
quently beyond their control and 
that annoys me." 

The delicate balances that are 
required can be illustrated by one 
of RiteFeed's clients. 

"We actually have one course 
which has 18 different mixes for 

18 different greens. That's rare 
but you might find a need for 
three different mixes and do six 
greens with each mix. 

"What golfers look for is consis-
tency and if it takes a range of 
tailored formulas to achieve it 
that is what should happen," said 
Richard. 

It is in answer to the question 
"Why do you think liquids are 
still a smaller proportion of the 
market than granules?", that 
Richard drops the baton in the 
Modesty Olympics. 

"Because I haven't been to 
every golf club yet!" To be fair to 
him he did follow it up with a 
laugh. 

He does, however, extol the 
virtues of liquid with all the zeal 
of a prophet. 

"If you've paid £100 for a 
round of golf you don't want to 
putt over granules, you want the 
course to be magnificent but you 
want them to feed it some other 
day. But at most courses there is 
play every day of the year. With a 
liquid you can spray the course 
and play on it half an hour later 
and no-one would even know It's 
also much faster to apply." 

Warming to his theme he con-
tinues. 

"If you think about it a granule 
is ineffective anyway. No grass 
plant has teeth so it can't chew a 
granule and eat it. The only way 
a grass plant can take up a 
granule is if it turns it to liquid 
first. 

"I'm firmly convinced that the 
days of the granule are finished. 
If you apply an 8-0-0 granule you 
are putting on 8% nitrogen and 
the other 92% is filler," said 
Richard who claims a 90% con-
version rate when he visits golf 
courses. 

"The only limitation was until 
recently I was effectively the only 
salesman." 

RiteFeed took the unusual deci-
sion not to use a distributor net-
work to promote its products. 

"Our product is highly technical 
and highly complex and it doesn't 
fit into a distributors normal cata-
logue. They were unable to stock 
it in large quantities because they 
didn't know what the customer 
was going to want. We have to be 
very flexible and unfortunately 
the distributor system doesn't 
allow for that," explained 
Richard. 

"So we took the decision to go 
direct and instead host golf days 
which we organise including 

some at Gleneagles and The Bel-
fry-

"I've heard people in the trade 
say 'How can RiteFeed afford 
these things?' The simple answer 
is that we use the money we 
would have paid the distributors 
to pay for these events. We find 
that every efficient." 

Becoming a Golden Key spon-
sor and contributing to BIGGA's 
Education and Development 
Fund is just part of RiteFeed's 
overall involvement with the 
Association. 

"Between John and myself we 
have a number of year's experi-
ence in the trade and in that time 
we have known and appreciated 
how influential BIGGA is. It is 
important that greenkeepers 
speak with a unified voice and 
BIGGA has enabled this to hap-
pen and done a massive amount 
to benefit greenkeepers and we 
want to be involved," explained 
Richard who added that John is 
currently President of the North 
West Section. 

"Greenkeepers and Course 
Managers are our livelihood and 
without them we would have no 
business. We will continue to sup-
port them and their association," 
he added. 

SITESAFE 
MODULAR SYSTEMS 

...make all the di f ference to secure 

storage & accommodation units. 

G A R A G E P A V I L I O N W O R K S H O P 

For further information 

please contact: 
Irvine Weston on Tel: 01427 752058 or 

Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd. Park Farm, 
Dunsdale, Guisborough, 
Cleveland. TS14 6RQ . 

Tel: 01642 475009 or Fax: 01642 471036. 

INCREDIBLE FOR WHAT THEY DO 

Articulators from LasTec offering the highest 
quality finish cut of any rotary mower at any price 

• Precise length • 
• Better grass distribution • 
• Better wet grass cutting • 

• Better lift • Less Compaction • 
And of course, No Scalping 

STRONGER • LIGHTER • TOUGHER • BETTER 

EVEN BETTER FOR WHAT THEY ARE 

Matlwood JUimihd 
Court Lodge F a r m , Forge L a n e , East F a r l e i g h 

M a i d s t o n e , Kent , M E 1 5 OHQ, Eng land . 
»» Te l : ( 0 1 6 2 2 ) 7 2 8 7 1 8 • Fax ( 0 1 6 2 2 ) 7 2 8 7 2 0 

The outside cutting decks 
handle changes in coutour 

over 3 feet high. 



REPORTING AN 

ACCIDENT 
by Tony Rees MIOSH, Health & 
Safety Consultant and Senior 
Instructor with ATB-Landbase 
Training Services 

The Reporting of Injuries, 
Diseases and Dangerous 
Occurences Regulations 1995 

These Regulations (RIDDOR) 
require persons (eg the 

employer) to notify the enforcing 
authority of any accident which 
results in, or which could have 
resulted in, death, injury or dis-
ease. 

RIDDOR 1995 replaces the 
Reporting of Injuries, Diseases 
and Dangerous Occurrences Reg-
ulations 1985 (RIDDOR 1985), 
the Railways (Notice of Acci-
dents) Order 1986 and certain 
provision of the offshore Installa-
tions (Inspectors and Casualties) 
Regulations 1973 and the Subma-
rine Pipelines (Inspectors etc) 
Regulations 1977. Certain provi-
sions of the Regulation of Rail-
ways Act 1871 and the Transport 
and Works Act 1992 are also 
repealed or amended. 

RIDDOR specifies: 
a) the person responsible for 
making the report 
b) types of injury which must be 
reported immediately 
c) types of injury which must be 
reported within ten days 
d) types of occupational related 
diseases which must be reported 
e) types of incident with the 
potential for causing injury (Dan-
gerous Occurrences) which must 
be reported immediately 
f) requirements for keeping spec-
ified records 

In addition RIDDOR specifies 
further additional provisions 
relating to mines and quarries. 
The Regulations also identify dif-
ferent reporting procedures 
applying to incidents covered by 
the Road Traffic Act 1972, the 
Explosives Act 1975, the Ionising 
Radiations Regulations 1985 and 
certain other enactments. 

The Health and Safety Execu-
tive (HSE) is given the power to 
require further information relat-
ing to any accident or case of dis-
ease and a defence is provided 
for persons charged with an 
offence under the Regulations. 
This defence provides for the 
accused to demonstrate that he 
was unaware of an event requir-

ing notification and that all rea-
sonable steps had been taken to 
have all such events brought to 
his attention ie that there was a 
well defined internal reporting 
procedure. 

The following notes give brief 
guidance. 

1. The Person Responsible for 
Reporting 
Generally the person who should 
report the accident or disease is 
the injured person's employer (the 
training provider in the case of 
work trainee) or the person in 
control of the premises in the 
case of a dangerous occurrence or 
injury to a person on the premises 
who is not an employee. 

2. Reporting an Accident 
Accidents arising out of or in con-
nection with work or which are 
attributable to the undertaking, 
the plant, substances or premises 
must be reported to the Enforcing 
Authority if they result in death, 
specified injury or condition, 
injury resulting in more than 
three days off work or are classed 
as a Dangerous Occurrence. 

The Enforcing Authority is 
either the HSE (factories etc) or 
the Environmental Health 
Department of the Local 
Authority (offices, shops etc) 
though if in doubt report to 
the HSE who will pass on 
your report if 
necessary. 

2.1. Immediate 
Reporting 
The following must be 
reported immediately, by 
telephone if 
possible: 
a) any 
accident 
result-
ing in 

death or specified injury to an 
employee 
b) any accident resulting in death 
or specified injury to any person 
who is on premises under your 
control. Where the person con-
cerned is employed by some 
other Employer then his 
Employer will normally make the 
report. 
c) any dangerous occurrence 
which happens on premises 
under your control. 

A specified Major Injury or 
condition is defined as 
follows: 
Major Injuries 
1. Any fracture, other than to the 
fingers, thumbs or toes 
2. Any amputation 
3. Dislocation of the shoulder, 
hip, knee or spine 
4. Loss of sight (whether tempo-
rary or permanent) 
5. A chemical or hot metal burn 
to the eye or any penetrating 
injury to the eye. 
6. Any injury resulting from an 
electric shock or electrical burn 
(inc any electrical burn caused by 
arcing or arcing products) leading 
to unconsciousness or requiring 
resuscitation or admittance to 

hospital for more 
than 24 hours 

7. Any other 
injury: 

a) leading to 
hypothermia, 

heat-
induced ill-

ness or to 
unconscious-

ness 
b) requiring 

resuscita-
tion 

c) requiring admittance to hospi-
tal for more than 24 hours 
8. Loss of consciousness caused 
by asphyxia or by exposure to a 
harmful substance or biological 
agent 
9. Either of the following condi-
tions which result from the 
absorption of any substance by 
inhalation, ingestion or through 
the skin:-
a) acute illness requiring medical 
treatment, or 
b) loss of consciousness 
10. Acute illness which requires 
medical treatment where there is 
reason to believe that this 
resulted from exposure to a bio-
logical agent or its toxins or 
infected material 

Explaining some of the main 
terms used: 
a) fracture includes a break, crack 
or chip 
b) amputation means either trau-
matic amputation at the time of 
the accident or surgical amputa-
tion following the accident 
c) requiring admittance to hospi-
tal for more than 24 hrs includes 
situations where, had the injured 
person not already been in hospi-
tal, the injury would have 
resulted in admission for more 
than 24 hours 
d) acute illness means illness 
which :-
i) progresses rapidly to a crisis 
after the onset of symptoms, and 
ii) has severe symptoms 
e) medical t reatment covers hos-
pital t reatment, t reatment by a 
GP, or t reatment by a firm's med-
ical staff 
0 loss of consciousness means 
the injured person enters into a 
state, for however short a period, 
where there is a lack of response, 
either vocal or physical, to people 
trying to communicate with them 
g) biological agent is defined in 

the Control of Substances Haz-
ardous to Health Regs 1994 as 
meaning 'any micro-organism, 
cell culture or human 
endoparasite including any 
which have been geneti-
cally modified which may 
cause any infection, 
allergy, toxicity or other-
wise create a risk to 
human health'. In the con-

text of the infection haz-
ards relevant to RIDDOR 



REPORTING AN ACCIDENT 

AD 
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539 

Hoo f m a r k (UK) Ltd 
Importers and distributors of the 

g O l p l a 
GRASS PAVING SYSTEM 

giving over 90% grass coverage to car parks, 

access roads, footpaths etc. 

The patented INTERLOCKING systems offers lateral 
restraint in addition to control of line and level, whilst 

ground pins are available to permit use on gradients and 
for slope stabilisation. 

High load bearing capacity - 100% recycled HDPE. 

Telephone: 0191 3888 494 
Fax: 0191 3882 167 

E-mail: hoofmark_ukltd@compuserve.com 

1995 this will in practice cover 
bacteria, viruses, fungi and para-
sites. 

The kind of accidents which 
can lead to the reportable 
health conditions included in 
the list of major injuries: 
a) loss of consciousness resulting 
from asphyxia (lack of oxygen) 
i) entry of a person into a con-
fined space with oxygen deficient 
atmosphere 
ii) failure of air or oxygen supply 
in breathing apparatus 
b) acute illness (absorption of 
any substance) 
i) overturning, collapse or burst-
ing or something containing a 
toxic substance, causing a 
spillage which contaminates the 
working environment 
ii) handling of surfaces of plant, 
containers etc onto which a skin 
absorbable toxic substance had 
leaked without the knowledge of 
the person affected 
iii) use or handling of material 
containing a toxic substance, the 
presence of which was not 
known, in a way which led to an 
episode of high exposure to that 
substance 
iv) an unexpected reaction 
between chemical compounds 
giving off a toxic gas or vapour 
which contaminates the working 
environment 
v) inadvertent or unknowing 
entry of a person into a confined 
space containing a toxic gas or 
vapour 
c) acute illness (exposure to a 
biological agjent or its toxins or 
infected rtiaterial) 
i) escape or release of a biologi-
cal agent or its toxins or infected 
material into a working environ-
ment by, for example, the failure 
of a fermenter or a centrifuge, 
breakage of a flask, a spillage, fil-
ter failure; 
ii) exposure to a biological agent 
or its toxins or infected material 
through, for example, accidental 
self-inoculation (eg by the needle 
or a syringe or other contami-
nated sharp item), animal bite or 
laceration. 

Following your immediate 
report by telephone a written 
report must be sent to the Enforc-
ing Authority within ten days on 
form F2508. 

Details of the accident must be 
entered into a register. 

2.2 Reporting Within Ten Days 
Other injuries which result in that 
person's incapacity for work for 
more that three consecutive days 
must also be reported to the 
Enforcing Authority. The report 

must be sent within ten days of 
the accident on form F2508. 

Details of the accident must be 
entered into a register. 

Note: Incapacity for work 
means off work or not able to 
perform work which the person 
may reasonably be expected to 
do; Three consecutive days 
includes every day of the week 
except the day of the accident. 

2.3 Death Within Ten Days 
In addition to the reporting pro-
cedures above, if an employee 
dies, as a result of injuries sus-
tained in an accident at work, 
within one year of the accident 
then this must be reported to the 
Enforcing Authority when it 
becomes known. 

3. Reporting a Disease 
The Regulations list 72 types of 
diseases associated within certain 
occupations and, when it is con-
firmed by a registered Medical 
Practitioner that an employee is 
suffering from one of these dis-
eases it must be reported imme-
diately to the Enforcing Authority 
on form F2508A. 

Self employed persons must 
also make arrangements for such 
reporting when suffering from a 
confirmed prescribed disease. 

Again, records of such reports 
must be kept. 

4. Records 
Records of all reportable informa-
tion must be entered into a regis-
ter. The register must be kept at 
the place of work concerned, 
unless not reasonably practicable, 
and must be kept for three years. 

Copies of the form F2508 will 
be sufficient for this purpose. 

Details to be entered into the 
register must include the follow-
ing information: 
i) date and time of accident or 
dangerous occurrence 
ii) details of the person affected 
including full name, occupation 
and nature of injury or condition 
iii) the place'where it happened 
iv) a brief description of the cir-
cumstances. 

Where the report is of a gas 
incident or condition then a 
record of the information sent to 
the HSE must be kept. 

A list of Dangerous Occur-
rences and Reportable Diseases 
can be found on the new F2508 
RIDDOR Report Form Pads. 
• Further information on train-
ing courses and consultancy con-
tact ATB Landbase Training 
Services (Jean John on 01282 
617466 or Tony Rees on 01686 
622799). 

mailto:hoofmark_ukltd@compuserve.com


Hugh Tilley investigates the 
pros and cons of the two 
styles of greens mower -
ride-ons and 'triples'. 

T h e ride-on triple greens 
mower is possibly the most 

used piece of equipment on the 
golf course. While most green-
keepers and Course Managers 
may prefer to use pedestrian or 
hand mowers, practical con-
straints of time and money, (lack 
of either or both), usually mean 
that most inevitably use a ride-on 
for the bulk of their greens mow-
ing. July's feature suggested that 
it is also the ride-on which is 
often equipped with verti-cutters, 
but often older machines, thus 
saving the need to change units, 
although modern triples have 
quick detach cutting units 
although some are more "quick" 
than others. 

Although there are about seven 
makes of greens triple only about 
five are currently readily avail-
able or supported in this country. 

Most of these triple mowers 
can also be fitted with alternative 
reels, cylinders and/or bottom 
knives allowing them to be used 
for rougher areas including tees, 
collars and approaches. Roller 
brushes, groomers or combs and 
verti-cutters are other options 
usually available which may or 
may not be specified. In fact 
many clubs will have several 
triples and down grade older 
machines for these uses. 

Each manufacturer is likely to 
offer several options, not just of 
cutting unit but also of engine 
and drive. However, while the 
diesel has become king in UK, 
there is still often a choice 
between two or all wheel drive. 
For power transmission hydrosta-
tic units are virtually universal for 
both for traction and reel drive, 
and no one reported any lack of 

power from these and the only 
comment was the worry of oil 
leaks and seals wearing. 

Jacobsen Greens King V at 
High Post Golf Club - Salisbury 
Now into its second season, High 
Post's Greens King V has con-
verted Head Greenkeeper, Lauch-
lan Millar, to this make, mainly 
because the groomers are so 
good. The club expects to buy 
new about every five years and to 
down grade the previous main 
greens machine to aprons and 
other less critical areas. 

Lauchlan stated that the new 
machine, which has now done 
371 hours, is a very significant 
improvement on previous 
machines, and that the groomers 
are "brilliant". In particular, he 
singled out the self steering cut-
ters and the way the units stay on 
cut. He believed that the maker 
had listened to greenkeepers and 
produced what they want. All 
greens staff at High Post use the 
Greens King and all like it. 

The Mark V has no clutter on 
the driver's platform and a walk 
through design, so that he can 
easily get on or off either side, 
furthermore operation is simple. 
Also cited was the fact that 
lift/lower is now a single switch 

Lauchlan Millar and the Greens King V 

o r ^ T h e 

¿ e y i n g t o n 
D I F F E R E N C E 

For more information call our 
Technical Services Manager on 01473 203143 

or contact your local Area Sales Manager: 

South - Chris Briggs 
Tel: 0378 603103 (mobile) or ,01273 675966 

Midlands and Wales - Roger Moore 
Tel: 0378 603052 (mobile) or 01832 710076 

N. England, Scotland & N.I. - Richard Walton 
Tel: 0378 603091 (mobile) 

GREENMASTER, SEAFEED and THE LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE are registered Trade Marks 
of Levington Horticulture Ltd. © Levington Horticulture Ltd. 1997 

AD 
REF 
102 



Huxleys Grass Machinery Ltd 
The Dean, New Alresford, Hants S024 9BL, England. 
Tel: 01962 733222 Fax 01962 734702 

and cleanly. There was some 
damage to the boxes, which had 
occurred when the tether (lift 
check) wires broke - Jacobsen 
has now provided new, stronger 
and improved wires. 

The machine has a short wheel-
base and is very manoeuvrable, 
the rear wheel turning inside the 
track of the front wheels - ensur-
ing it does not go over edge when 
turning close to bunkers or banks. 
The machine is front wheel drive 
only. The handbrake is effective, 
but must be set before the driver 
leaves the seat or the engine cuts 
out. 

Another standard modification, 
made by BS Mowers of Bristol 
who supplied and support the 
machine, was to put a small bleed 
hole on the bearing housing of 
the reel spindle, this has ensured 
that any over greasing will leak 
away outside the frame and not 
onto the reel where it is spun out 
onto the grass. 

The club has been extremely 
pleased with the service provided 
by BS who Lauchlan has found 
quicker to react and respond than 
most other would-be dealers. 

On price, Lauchlan admitted 
that this was higher than some 
others, but he added, "you only 
get what you pay for," and he is 
happy that High Post have excel-
lent value for money. 

Huxley's Greenstar at 
Alresford Golf Club 
New as Head Greenkeeper at the 
club, Darren Thatcher prefaced 
his remarks by saying that he was 
not responsible for purchasing 
the Greenstar, and admitted that 
he was not yet committed to all 
aspects of the machine. However, 
with Huxley's within walking dis-
tance from the club and enjoying 
an excellent relationship with it, 
the club would have difficulty 
making any other decision 
although they did look at other 
machines. 

Darren admitted that Huxleys 
respond well and were an excep-
tional fount of knowledge. The 
club also have other Huxley 

Brush up on 
your greens. 

A standard bottom blade is used 
and cutting is down to about 1/8 
inch (3mm). However, because of 
the excellent effect of the 
groomers cut appears to be 
shorter and the greens faster. 
Groomers are kept just 1/16 in. 
higher than the reel and are used 
for every cut. The self-steering 
design of the cutting unit has 
eliminated scuffing even on the 
perimeter cut. 

Another important point was 
made about the box, these are 
easy to lift off and replace, partic-
ularly the middle unit as this has 
an extended location pin - Lauch-
lan suggested this was typical of 
the thought which had gone into 
the design. Boxes fill completely 

greens brush 
from Huxleys -

Works in top dressings... rapidly 
Grooms fine turf... beneficially 
Stands grass up for mowing... precisely 

Fitted with five contra-rotating brushes, the Grainskeeper 
can be used on all sports turf surfaces, improving look, 

condition and "roll". The Grainskeeper can be fitted to most 
greensmowers, compact tractors and turf vehicles. Call us for 

more details, a user list and a demonstration. 

operation and that fuses have 
been replaced by relays which are 
instantly re-settable, (not that 
they have ever come out). 

The new design also has quick 
release attachment cutting units, 
and although the club does not 
interchange with verti-cutters -
these still fit and are used on an 
older triple, it does remove the 
units for back-lapping. 

Re-grinding and bottom blade 
replacement is carried out (off 
site) once a year, with back-lap-
ping undertaken as necessary. 
This operation is undertaken on 
the bench using an independent 
electric back-lapper, but it was 
admitted that the units are heavy 
to hoist onto the bench. Lauchlan 
uses a blade of grass to check 
blade set, rather than the tradi-
tional piece of paper, believing 
that it gives a more accurate indi-
cation. The 11 blade reels give a 
cut which Lauchlan believes is 
actually superior to hand cutting. 

Alresford Golf 
Club's Huxley 
Greenstar 

mowers including a 358 greens 
triple which is now used for less 
critical areas. 

Darren said that the new 
Greenstar shows the many 
improvements made as a result of 
experience and dialogue with 
greenkeepers. The machine at 
Alresford is now just over a year 
old and was the development 
model so the club played an 
important part in its design. Since 
then it has been brought up to 
current specification. 

Darren was critical about the 
look of the machine with its 
pipework exposed to view, how-
ever, there have been no major 
problems, and only one leak, a 
coupling not being tightened up. 
Biodegradable oil is now used. 
Some greenkeepers like this 
exposed pipework as it allows 
leaks to be seen almost instantly. 
Darren said an advantage was 
that Huxley's did know the 
machine intimately which meant 
that even the smallest problem 
was sorted quickly and effectively. 
For instance, when a problem of 
grass build up on rear rollers in 
damp conditions was reported, 
wire scrapers were fitted to effect 
an instant cure. 

The machine has all wheel 
drive and this does mean that it 
will go anywhere, no matter how 
steep. It is also very manoeu-
vrable which is ideal for a tight 
course, and in fact perhaps too 
manoeuvrable because this can 
induce wear at the edges of the 
green - noticeable in winter. 
Alresford's greenkeepers, know-
ing this, have learnt to drive with 
consideration. This is probably no 
different from other similar 
machines, nevertheless Darren is 
planning to hand mow the greens 
next winter. 

Power is provided by a Perkins 
3 cylinder engine, which operates 
at about two thirds of its peak 
output, ie in the range of maxi-
mum torque, and this makes it 
not just economical, but also very 
quiet. Darren commented that 
neither ear defenders nor plugs 
are needed and that this quiet-
ness was a bonus which would be 
useful for courses close to built-
up areas or around hotels. 

Cutting units are quickly 
detachable without any need for 
spanners, they are also self steer-
ing and eleven bladed. The 
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Nick Tyley on the Ransomes Greensplex 160D at Bristol's Stockwood Vale 

groomer is used at all times. Cut 
quality and setting is examined 
regularly with back lapping only 
carried out as required. 

It is easy to remove and empty 
the boxes, however, Darren did 
not consider that the cylinders 
threw the grass in far enough if 
wet, thus boxes have to be emp-
tied regularly. 

Criticism was made about the 
hand brake and although there 
was a light to show when it is set, 
it was still possible to drive away 
with it on. Nevertheless the 
machine has not run away with-
out a driver. 

The expectation is that the 
machine will be replaced in about 
three years time when it will be 
down graded. Verti-cutting is not 
carried out however greens are 
scarified to clear thatch. 

Ransomes Greensplex 160D at 
Stockwood Vale - Bristol 
Stockwood Vale is an 18 hole 
membership plus public pay and 
play course with a driving range 
just outside Bristol. Nine of the 
holes are recent additions and the 
GP160D was bought in May to 
add to the course's other mowers 
of which a Ransomes GT remains 
the main greens machine. In 
making the decision Head Green-
keeper Nick Tyley explained that 
the swinging factor was the fact 
that Ransomes' local dealer, TH 
White, is not far away, is a known 
factor and has been extremely 
effective and supportive in the 
past. Nick added that the facility 
had another Ransomes mower - a 
rotary - which had proved less 
than reliable and in supporting 
this both Whites and Ransomes 
had been "first rate". Nick said 
that "of course the proof of their 
ability to support the Ransomes 
machines will be in three or four 
years time - when the machine 
gets into the wear stage". But it 
obvious he has no qualms over 
this. 

Nick said that the GP160D had 
proved itself totally reliable and 
while it has a few failings, these 

were few, and perhaps the most 
serious, from a user's point of 
view is that the seat could be 
improved, and like most other 
ride-ons - not just Ransomes -
there was very little storage space 
and a very small toolbox. Cer-
tainly there was no place to store 
waterproofs, or the sundry other 
items which the greenkeeper 
needs and likes to carry. Nor was 
there storage for rake or switch. 

The Stockwood Vale machine 
was supplied without groomers 
or verti-cut units, verti-cutting 
being carried out with pedestrian 
machines - usually monthly. Nick 
said that the original budget did 
not allow for more than bare 
essentials. 

Adjustment of cut height is 
quick and easy, this is a bonus 
because two cut heights are used 
on the two different halves of the 
course. Setting the cylinder is 
more difficult, and compares 
badly against the GT as it is set 
on four studs. Fortunately adjust-
ment is an infrequent require-
ment. Back-lapping is carried out 
as required, normally less than 
weekly unless greens have been 
topdressed. Back-lapping is car-
ried out by reversing the units' 
drive motors. Cylinder sharpen-
ing and bottom blade replace-
ment is not expected to be 
needed more than annually. 

The foot controls were exem-
plary. Nick said he couldn't knock 
the cut quality the machine pro-
duces either. Boxes were easy to 
attach and filled completely with-
out any problem, and they were 
equally easy to remove to empty, 
with a single hand hole so he 
gave this aspect "top marks". 

Another plus for the machine 
was its ability to steer straight, a 
fact which was mentioned more 
than once - it was suggested this 
was because the steering had a 
lower gearing ratio. 

Yet another plus factor was the 
built-in lights which Nick consid-
ers will prove invaluable for 
going out in early mornings in 
autumn, certainly he feels that 
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Phil J a m e s and col league on the 
John Deere 2 2 4 3 at Whitehil l GC 

this gives him more flexibility. 
In terms of maintenance this 

has proved to be easy, and the 
ability to see and get to parts is a 
bonus. Nick cited the fact that 
the belts to the roller brushes are 
visible so that it is obvious when 
they need retightening or replac-
ing. Grease points are easy to 
reach. 

Since supply, Whites had fit-
ted, free, a modification to the 
centre unit to make it quickly 
detachable so that it can be 
removed out under the side, 
without undoing the lift arms. 

The machine is heavier than 
some others, including the GT, 
however as a disadvantage this 
is negated by the larger tyres 
and the fact that it is a well built 
machine designed to withstand 
heavy use. 

The machine is only driven by 
the two front wheels, however 
Nick said with its weight distrib-
ution there is no tendency for 
slip and it goes up anywhere, 
and as the course has some quite 
steep slopes this is an excellent 
recommendation. 

Overall Nick said he is 
extremely pleased with the 
machine, and next year it will 
become the No. 1 machine on 
the course. 

John Deere 2243 at Whitehill 
Golf Club - Lydford, Somerset 
This four year old private 18 
hole course just off the Fosse 
Way in Somerset had a very lim-
ited budget and so when the 
decision was made to replace the 
elderly greens triple the original 
intention was to look for another 
good second hand machine. 
However Phil James, Head 
Greenkeeper, said they were 
unable to locate a machine 
which matched their require-
ments for price and condition. As 
a result they bought a new JD 
2243 from Rochford Garden 
Machinery who were new JD 
dealers and had the machine, 
which is petrol engined, at the 

Steve Putt on the Toro Greensmaster 
3200D at Witney Lakes GC 

right price (JD had just released 
the diesel model). Since new 
two years ago it has cut all the 
greens and not given any trou-
ble. A recent oil leak due to a 
worn oil seal was sorted within a 
day by Rochfords and Phil said, 
"you can can't get better than 
this". 

Reel resharpening and bottom 
blade replacement are standard 
winter service items while dur-
ing the season back lapping is 
practised as often as necessary to 
keep the edge, usually weekly. 

One of the manufacturer's 
claims for the machine is that 
the offset cutting units allow the 
perimeter cuts to be made in 
alternate directions to avoid get-
ting tracking. Phil commented 
that this noticeably works, and 
he has seen the difference 
between the JD and another 
machine of his experience where 
a perimeter track was noticeable. 

Operation is simple with the 
boxes easy to put on and take 
off. Driving has proved easy and 
maintenance is simple. No 
groomers or verti-cutting units 
were bought, the latter operation 
being carried out by the club's 
pedestrian mowers. 

Although the 2243 is only 
front wheel driven and petrol 
driven, Whitehill has found it 
has plenty of traction and power 
for this course which is mainly 
flat. 

Phil said that he would cer-
tainly consider replacing the JD 
with another, but next time 
would prefer a diesel engined 
model while he would consider 
having groomers as a bonus. 

Toro Greensmaster 3200D at 
Witney Lakes Golf Centre in 
Oxfordshire 
Bought in November 1996 to 
replace a very elderly GM3 
which was beginning to become 
demanding on replacement 
parts, the Witney 3200D is an 
ex-demo machine which was 
priced right by Handy Garden 

Machinery of Swindon. Steve 
Putt, Head Greenkeeper, of this 
five year old 18 hole and range 
facility, said that Handy had 
proved their and Toro's ability to 
support the previous machine 
and this weighed heavily in 
favour of Toro for the replace-
ment. Steve had considered 
another machine but although 
the franchised dealer was a 
known quantity, the machine 
itself was not. The ex-demo price 
made the Toro equal in price, 
and probably better in value. 

The machine was bought with-
out verti-cutters or groomers, 
but Toro's thatching reels, which 
Steve said, have the effect of 
verti-cutters have been ordered. 
These will also fit the older GM3 
and Steve expected to use them 
mostly on that machine in 
future. The units are quick and 
easy to change. The centre pull 
design is seen as better and has 
reduced damage around the 
perimeter, however there is still 
some wear evident. 

He too believes that the cut 
quality is better than hand mow-
ing. 

In the early stages of the 
course the greens were hand cut, 
however, this proved to expen-
sive on time, so the GM3 was 
bought second hand to allow all 
greens to be cut within three 
hours by just one man. A leaking 
hydraulic line, which could not 
be seen by the operator, dropped 
a fine trail of oil on nine greens 
and this pressured the centre 
into investing in the new 
machine. 

The ability for the operator to 
see most of the "plumbing" was 
cited by Steve as a plus for the 
Toro design - the GM3 leak was 
under a footboard. To date there 
have been no leaks or other 
major problem, although at the 
time of writing a failed exhaust 
bracket means that the exhaust 
is discharging onto the ground, 
and raising dust when on the 
tracks or around the compound 
perhaps more cosmetic than real 
as a problem. 

While the GM3 was petrol 
engined the 3200 is Diesel, and 
very significantly less thirsty, a 
tank full of fuel allowing the 
machine to cut all the greens at 
least twice. Greens have been 
double cut for matches. The 

engine is considered "quiet" nev-
ertheless ear defenders are 
worn, but the one way in which 
the 3200D far outshone the GM3 
was that it has hydrostatic steer-
ing which made manoeuvring 
very much easier. Steve added 
that there were other ways in 
which the new machine had 
taken some getting used to, 
mostly adapting to instincts such 
as having a foot speed control 
and hand lift/lower lever. These 
comments were not intended as 
criticism, just comment on 
adapting from older technolo-
gies. 

Green speed was good, while 
the ability to control forward 
speed on the green was brilliant, 
but just reflects the advantage of 
hydrostatic transmission. 

Maintenance is simple, 
although Steve commented that 
the engine filters are not quite 
as easy to change as he would 
have liked. Overall he thought 
it was a sturdy machine which 
was not likely to give trouble, 
although when questioned he 
admitted that there had been a 
few minor niggles, such as the 
throttle adjuster which worked 
loose - perhaps just a worn 
nyloc nut, which could easily be 
righted. 

Safety on the machine is excel-
lent, and Steve liked the safety 
features although this did mean 
that the greenkeepers trick of 
grabbing the flag before cutting 
over the hole without getting off 
the seat did not work. 

Damp grass could build up in 
the box and require more fre-
quent emptying, but overall 
there was no complaint over 
this. 

Back lapping is carried out 
manually using a hand brace, 
possibly with the advantage that 
no more metal is cut than is nec-
essary. 

Greens are topdressed 
monthly and cutting units are 
normally back lapped a few days 
later. 

Height of cut adjustment is 
easy and effective, and is nor-
mally between 4.5 and 6mm. 
Most of the maintenance is car-
ried out in-house, and because 
the owner has another business 
with resident mechanic only the 
more complex and technical 
repairs will go back to Hand/s. 
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The 18th green after a hour of rain which would have got Noah a little twitchy and searching through his tool box 
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The preview for the National 
Tournament in association 

with Miracle Professional carried 
the phrase "Up Periscope". It was 
based on the fact that much of 
Cooden Beach Golf Club is below 
sea level. On the afternoon of the 
what should have been the final 
round of the 54 hole tournament 
a periscope was exactly what 
Head Greenkeeper, Stefan Anto-
lik, needed as he sped off on a 
three wheeler to consider the 
future playability of the back nine 
after the thunder plump to end 
all thunder plumps. 

As it was, just as he disappeared 
down the 18th fairway the rain 
started again and even the option 
of a 45 hole event disappeared. 

Indeed the only way any golf 
could have been played on the 
Wednesday afternoon was if the 
Man from Atlantis, Captain Nemo 
and Jacques Cousteau had all 
doned waterproofs and teed it up. 

A total of 51 millimetres of rain 
fell between 11.45am and 
3.30pm which added to the 15 
millimetres which fell after the 
first round give added credence 
to the views of Stefan in June's 
preview that he wouldn't mind 
the then drought continuing. 

The golf itself was of a remark-
able standard. Before the first 
round the Club Secretary, Terry 
Hawes, expressed his reservations 
about the ability of any of the 
competitors to get near par. 

After two holes Steve Sullivan 

may have been forgiven for 
agreeing with him. He included a 
fresh air shot in an attempt to dis-
lodge the ball f rom an awkward 
spot behind the green on his way 
to an 8. Channelled his anger in 
the most positive way possible 
the 3 handicapper from Craigie 
Hill GC in Perth retorted by 
birdieing the next three holes. 

Gordon Child, BIGGA's Vice 
Chairman, and a fine golfer in his 
own right (although not this par-
ticular week), was the man mark-
ing Steve's card. Gordon's view 
was that the round was made on 
the back nine, playing at its 
toughest, when Steve produced a 
string of fine pars. The gross 73 

was the round of the week and 
drew admiration from the Secre-
tary, particularly as it contained 
that unwelcomed snowman. 

Mike Hughes was not far 
behind after a 75 but the defend-
ing Champion, John Berry, strug-
gled in the first round and his 
name did not appear among the 
prize winners at the end of the 
week. 

Before the rains came in the 
evening - there was a three hour 
thunder storm - drinks were 
enjoyed on the veranda of the 
Cooden Beach Hotel during the 
traditional Monday night barbe-
cue. The evening was spiced up 
by the appearance of magician, 

Mark Wild, who kept everyone 
amused and by the end of the 
evening was a veritable Pied 
Piper to the children. 

A familiar figure walking the 
beach on the morning of the sec-
ond day was Roger Willars, for-
mer Midland Regional 
Administrator. Roger has shot a 
fine opening round and was 
either seeking inspiration f rom 
the English Channel or harking 
back to his days in the Home 
Guard. Only kidding, Roger. 

Steve Sullivan, unhappy with 
his driving, shot a 78 in the sec-
ond round, again with an 8 on his 
card. The gross prize for the day 
went to Richard Barker, who later 



saw his blazer used as a prop by 
comedian Barry (Harvest) Moon 
in the excellent post Tournament 
Dinner cabaret. I'm sure a darn-
ing needle will repair the dam-
age. 

The final day wash out left 
Steve Sullivan high, if not dry, as 
champion over the curtailed 36 
hole distance. 

It was perhaps fitting that he 
took the honours as he had fea-
tured in Greenkeeper Interna-
tional last year by saying that his 
favourite holiday destination was 
"Wherever the venue is for the 
National Tournament". 

It was the fifth successive year 
that Steve his wife and, appren-

tice photographer son, Kevin, had 
visited the National Tournament 
but by far his biggest haul of 
prizes. He became the proud win-
ner of four trophies, a framed pic-
ture of Cooden Beach GC donated 
by Stefan Antolik, a watch and a 
television set. 

In fact the presentation resem-
bled an episode of The Sullivans 
complete with repeats. 

One man who had more time 
on his hands than he perhaps 
wanted on the final day was 
David Luxford, of Sisis, who had 
travelled down to present the 
SISIS Trophy for the best nett 
score on the final day Alas no 
takers! 

Pictures, this page, c lockwise from top: Quite a haul for winner Steve 

Sullivan • Johnny Beck, of Miracle Professional, about to break into 'Singin' 

in the Rain' • Stefan Antolik arrives at the hal fway house during the second 

round • The lavish prize table from which the National Tournament in 

associat ion wi th Miracle Professional has become known • Richard Minton 

presents Stefan Antolik w i th a tankard in recognition of the excel lent work 

he and his t e a m did to prepare the course 



KtMJLI j 
Tournament restricted 
to 36 holes due to rain 
on the final day. 

Overall 
Miracle Trophy (Best 
Nett) - Steve Sullivan 
Hardi Trophy (Best 
Gross) - Steve Sullivan 

36 Hole 
David Royale Trophy 
(Best Nett -1-14) -
Steve Sullivan -145 
Pattisson Trophy 
(Best Nett -15-28)- . 
Paul Neve -153 

Toro Trophy (Best 
Gross) - Steve Sullivan 
-151; 2. Mike Hughes-
152 
2. (Nett-1-14) Peter 
Holtham -148 
2. (Nett-15-28) Roger 
Willars -145 
Best Nett (55 and over) 
- Peter Biscoe 152 

Jubilee Cup (Section 
Team) - Midland 

Daily Prizes 

Day 1 
Fisons Trophy (Best 
Nett) Steve Sullivan - 73 
-(3)-70 
Best Gross - Mike 
Hughes - 75 
2. Nett - Roger Glazier -
83-9-74 
3. Nett - David Roy -
88-13-75 

Nearest the Pin 
Maurice Hume 

Day 2 
Standard Golf Trophy 
(Best Nett) Alan 
Roberts-81 -11-70 
Best Gross - Richard 
Barker - 77 
2. Nett - Peter Hotham 
-81-10-71 
3. Nett - Steve Wood -
85-12-73 

Longest Drive 
1st. Thorbjörn Raun. 
18th Richard Pride. 

Nearest the Pin 
Thorbjorn Raun. 

Vitax Putting 
Competition 
1. Peter Richmond 32; 
2. Neil Woolfry 34; 3. 
Robert Pearce 34. David Luxford, of Sisis, w i th the 

forgotten trophy 
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Barry Moon - no dark side to him! Mark Wild keeps the Chairman's grandson 

and son, Lee and Ian, t ransf ixed 

BIGGA 

m m NATIONAL 
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in association with 

PROFESSIONAL 

Stefan Antolik presented Steve 

The presentation also had one 
final drama. Richard Minton, of 
Miracle Professional, was deputis-
ing for Roger Mossop who was 
unable to attend due to business 
pressures. It was Richard's big 
moment - his one chance to get 
himself onto the cover of the 
magazine. Having geared up and 
beautified himself in preparation 
the camera decided to pack up 
just as his big moment arrived. 
Fortunately a new battery solved 
the problem and Richard had his 
moment. I hope you think it was 
worth it! Peter Richmond is presented wi th the Vi tax Putting Trophy by Alan Stowe 



ROUGH 
Where is thy sting? 

by Ian Dair 

I think greenkeepers do a fine 
job. I have to think so for two 

reasons. I'm a great golfer (great 
in the sense of frequent) and 
there's nothing like playing on a 
course that's obviously well cared 
for. And I have a son who is a 
greenkeeper so I have to watch 
what I say. But, but - I can hear 
the readers of Greenkeeper Inter-
national drawing in breath - wait 
for it? Here's another golf club 
member who knows nothing 
about the science of agronomy or 
the art of keeping 100 plus acres 
playable in all weathers, about to 
sound off with some ignorant 
opinions. Now, give me a chance, 
lads and lassies, I'm on your side. 
But, but - again, I can imagine 
you greenkeepers raising your 
mattocks in a defensive/aggres-
sive stance. Yes, I know, any com-
plaints should go to the Chairman 
of Green and it's bound to be the 
fault of the interfering busybodies 
who call themselves the Greens 
Committee and they're only on 
that because they're retired and 
don't have a garden so they need 
to exercise power over some-
thing, or they've noted that the 
Club Captain often comes from 
their ranks. 

I have to agree. I don't know 
my agronomy. However, I like to 
think I know my golf. It used to 
be a difficult game. You had to hit 
the ball straight because there 
were those areas to the right and 
left of the fairway called "rough". 
If you were lucky enough to find 
your ball in the grass/bushes 
/heather or anything else that 
grew naturally beyond the mani-
cured fairway, you had to hack it 
out with something with a heavy 
iron head and a lot of loft. Golfers 
with a tendency to slice or to hook 
i.e. 99% of any club's member-
ship, would spend many happy 
hours exploring the rough, 
increasing their affinity with 
nature or pondering on the mys-
teries of philosophy or plate tec-
tonics. Or, if they had a good score 
going, praying that the~ next swipe 
of the long grass would uncover 
that shiny ball with a name and 
number roughly corresponding to 
what they'd hit off the tee. 

It's different now. I don't mean 
that club golfers, with the new 
drivers that always go straight 
and the new balls that never veer 
off line, have become so good 
that the rough doesn't come into 
play. If anything, the wonderful 
new equipment enables the aver-
age player to hit it even further 
into the rough. But who cares any 
more? The ball makers should be 
worrying. Nobody loses a ball in 
the rough. Smack it in there and 
you can see it, sitting up, giving a 
juicy lie, better than the dry fair-
way, reach for the three wood, 
crash it towards the green and if 
it's still in the rough you'll get 
your wedge under it nicely and 
plop it on. 

I know, I know. The rough 
needs rain and there's been little 
of that. And everyone hates slow 
play so the orders go out - cut the 
rough if it dares to grow more 
than the height of a ball. After all, 
say the Greens Committee, it's the 
same for everyone. No, it isn't. 
The absence of real rough 
changes the game. If you can hit 
the ball anywhere it takes away 
the skill. And it takes away the 
strategy if you don't have to think 
before you strike. No rough to 
speak of brings everyone down to 
the same level in a game where 
straight used to be good and 
crooked meant, possibly, several 
lost balls and, certainly, a higher 
score. When did anyone last play 
a recovery shot from the rough? 

Who am I going to blame? We'll 
leave the weather gods out of it 
since they don't read this maga-
zine. I don't know if Greens 
Chairmen do - they should. You 
greenkeepers can slip a copy 
under the Committee room door. 
And you can do your bit by sug-
gesting to the powers that be that 
proper rough is a good thing. It is 
more natural and is a home for 
wildlife. It must be cheaper to let 
the rough grow instead of 
whizzing round on the mower 
whenever a few green shoots 
appear. It puts back into the game 
the need for judgment and, when 
even the good golfer nods, the 
well thought out recovery shot. 
All reasons for welcoming the 
rough back into golf. 

If you would like to know more please call our 
Technical Services Manager on 01473 203143 

or contact your local Area Sales Manager: 

South - Chris Briggs 
Tel: 0378 603103 (mobile) or 01273 675966 

Midlands and Wales - Roger Moore 
Tel: 0378 603052 (mobile) or 01832 710076 

N. England, Scotland & N.I. - Richard Walton 
Tel: 0378 603091 (mobile) 

Always read the label : Use pesticides safely. 
TURFCLEAR contains carbendazim. TURFCLEAR and THE LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE 

are registered Trade Marks of Levington Horticulture Ltd. © Levington Horticulture Ltd 1997 A D 
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NEW PRODUCTS 
• Yorkshire based Course Care 
has launched Course Wear a 
range of stylish yet rugged 
workwear featuring the Tuckaway 
Rain Suit - a lightweight, ripstop, 
pu backed nylon rain suit which 
comes in its own drawcord stuff 
bag designed to "tuck away" in 
any machine ready for the 
operator to combat sudden 
downpours. 

The Drill Suit is a 300gm cotton 
rich two piece, sold either as a 
suit or separates. The pullover V-
neck top with collar has 
elastication at the waist, 
adjustable cuffs and a generous 
radio/mobile phone sized breast 
pocket. The trouser has an 
elasticated waist with draw cord 
and ankle zip, and is cut with 
extra long body length to ensure 
optimum movement, comfort, 
and good lower back protection. 
Course Wear unites corporate 
smartness with sturdiness and 
durability. 

For further information Tel: 
01535 611103. 
• Shropshire-based Links 
Leisure, has redesigned its golf 
practice net to include a one-
piece net which, it claims, 
simplifies both installation and 
replacement. 

Originally designed to allow 
golf clubs to make maximum use. 
of the space available for 
practicing facilities, the Pro-Tee 
nets can be constructed in single 
or multiple ways. 

Extremely robust and requiring 
little or no maintenance, the nets 
measure 3.5 by 3.5 metres in 
single bay multiples and each 
bay consists of a rust-resistant 
frame - either galvanised or 
coated in green plastic - and a 
cage net, plus a long-life baffle 
net. 

For further information Tel: 
01948 663002. 
• Following the successful 
launch of the Hosecomatic kit 
earlier this year with over I 000 
sold. Spalding have introduced a 
new Hosecomatic kit containing 
BSP fittings. Developed in close 
cooperation with their customers, 
the kit, say Spaldings contains 
1/2 inch and 3/8 inch BSP fittings 
in both male and female hoses 
ends, 90 degree elbows and 
unique hose menders to fit both 
3/8 and 1/2 bore pipe sizes. 

The kit is ideal for in field 
repairs saving both the cost and 
downtime of call out charges or 
removing the pipe and returning 

• T h e Turfdry Dra inage Sys t e m c o m b i n e s m a x i m u m eff ic iency wi th 
m i n i m u m disruption. 

M a x i m u m eff iciency is ach ieved due to the sur face area of H y d r a w a y 
be ing 4 0 % greater than convent ional 8 0 m m plastic pipe, c o m b i n e d wi th 
the fact that water can enter the drain th rough 7 5 % of that area, c o m p a r e d 
wi th only a round 6 % for plastic pipe. T h e geotext i le a l lows water th rough 
at a rate of 60 litres per second per square metre under a 1 0 0 m m head 
which, c o m b i n e d wi th the high in-plane f low rate of the drain, a l lows for 
the rapid disperal of excess surface water. 

Hydraway is only one-third the width of 8 0 m m plastic pipe and can 
therefore be installed in a much narrower trench. Our specially designed 
equipment, on low ground pressure grassland tyres, enables machine 
installation of Hydraway as the trench is cut, with excavated soil being 
loaded directly into a trailer via a high-lift conveyor. After back-filling the 
trenches with lytag the installation is completed by an application of sand 
or rootzone, rolled flat, and the surface can be returned to immediate use. 

For further information Tel: 01283 551417. 

it to the workshop for repair. No 
electric or hydraulic power is 
required making the kit totally 
portable. The kit is supplied with 
all the components required. 

A full range of replacement 
fittings are available, say 
Spaldings, including JIC fittings 
and adapters from BSP to JIC. 

For further information Tel: 
01522 500600. 
• Two-stroke engine technology 
is constantly under development 
by Stihl, the international power 
tool company. The latest tool to 
benefit from the Stihl design 
team's attention is a new 
blower/vacuum unit - the STIHL 
BG75 

The STIHL BG75 weighs only 
4.3 kg, making the petrol driven 
lightweight ideal for unrestricted 
movement while the blast 
generated by its 25.4cc engine is 
capable of a maximum wind 
velocity of 60 metres per second 
-over 130 mph. 

The advanced engine has 
been developed with innovations 
such as 5 section crankshaft, 4 
port piston, fixed choke 
carburettor, elastostart, all of 
which give the user easier 

starting, improved performance 
and optimum combustion. When 
using specially formulated Stihl 
two-stroke oil, the fuel/oil ratio 
can be reduced to 50 to 1 
meaning carbon monoxide and 
hydrocarbon exhaust emissions 
are minimised to give the 
operator an almost smoke-free 
zone. 

The new Stihl BG75 is priced 
£235 ex VAT. 

For further information Tel: 
0800 137574. 
• The Maestro Model 778S 
drinking fountain has an 
attractive "high-tech" 
appearance. Made of gleaming 
stainless steel the Model 778S 
features a sculptured bowl on a 
slim pedestal. 

Robust and practical, the 
Model 778S requires minimum 
cleaning or maintenance. It also 
features a water bubbler with a 
special "anti-squirt" device. 

For further information Tel: 
0181 302 4035. 
• Over recent years many of the 
products that have been taken 
for granted by the modern 
turfgrass manager have become 
unavailable due to changes in 

health and safety, and 
environmental legislation. In view 
of this it is logical that that 
alternate and effective products 
designed to ensure turfgrass 
health and quality would be 
developed. 

For the past 25 years research 
has taken place in Germany into 
the development of substances 
known as membrane effectors 
which act on the membranes of 
micro-organisms, including those 
in the soil, and can stimulate or 
inhibit microbial activity. Most of 
this research has taken place in 
agriculture and horticulture 
however it has now been applied 
to fine turfgrass with impressive 
results. 

Turf-Actant-Z is a highly 
concentrated extract of 
membrane effector substances 
of plant origin, which when 
applied as a foliar spray 
stimulates photosynthesis. As a 
result chlorophyll production is 
increased and the resulting 
sugars are transported to the 
roots and secreted in the soil to 
provide nutrients for beneficial 
micro-organisms. Because of the 
increased nutnent levels soil 
bacteria multiply and produce 
more enzymes which liberates 
nitrogen and other nutrients from 
immobile reserves in the soil, in 
addition the phytohormons which 
stimulate root development are 
also secreted. With higher levels 
of photosynthesis a considerable 
"green up" effect is achieved 
together with a significant 
increase in leaf mass which 
results in a denser sward, at the 
same time savings are made as 
a direct result of the reduction in 
the use of fertilisers. 

An additional effect of applying 
Turf-Actant-Z is that the plant is 
induced to develop its intrinsic 
mechanical and chemical 
defences against fungal attack 
and some insect pests, this 
protection develops within 4-8 
days of treatment. 

Turf-Actant-Z is applied at the 
rate of 0.5 litres per 500 m? in 25 
litres of water and may be 
applied in conjunction with other 
spray products. Best results are 
achieved by application being 
made every 4-6 weeks. Turf-
Actant-Z has no negative impact 
on man, animal or the 
environment and leaves no 
harmful residue in the soil. 

For further information call 
0800 136231. 



Action where it's needed. Precision 
action. Fast, reliable, long lasting and 
unrivalled efficacy. 
That's Rimidin for you! 

With *Rimidin's powerful preventative 
and curative action fighting fusarium 
(and dollar spot and red thread for that 
matter) you know you are going to win. 

Greenkeepers nationwide have 
confirmed Rimidin's performance which 
even goes on working after rainfall or 
mowing to give exceptional results and 
superb value for money. 

This high technology fighting force is on 
your side. 
From Rigby Taylor! 

Taylor 
A GROWING FORCE IN LEISURE 

*TM of DowElanco 
Read the label before you buy. Use Pesticides Safely 
MAFF No. 05907 
RIMIDIN* CONTAINS FENARIMOL 

FKHTMGH 
AGAMST 
FUSARIUM 

Rigby Taylor Ltd, Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lanes BL1 4AE 
Tel: 01204 394888 Fax: 01204 398379 (FREE 0800 424 919 



Around the Green 
Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions 

SCOTTISH 
REGION 
Elliott Small 
Tel: 01259 731445 
North 
Just the one new member to 
report this month, my newly-
qualified Assistant Paul Rooney 
rejoins after one year's absence, 
welcome back. 

We wish Stewart Hogg, of 
Fortrose, all the best as the Sec-
tion nominee for the Toro Excel-
lence in Greenkeeping Award. 
Anyone who has played Fortrose 
will know what a great job he 
does there and is a worthy repre-
sentative for the Section. The 
Spring outing is there next year. 

Good luck to the Scottish Team 
in this month's Hayter Challenge, 
we hope you bring back the tro-
phy. 

The Section was represented by 
four members in the Greenkeep-
ing Support Team at Royal Troon 
for the Open this year, Sam Mor-
rison, Royal Aberdeen; Paul Mur-
phy, Downfield; Caroline Ross, 
Royal Dornoch, and myself. 
Everything ran smoothly due to 
the superb organisation of John 
Pemberton and all. I was on bus 
driving duty this year and apolo-
gise to anyone who hasn't recov-
ered from one of my journeys. 
Thankfully I finally missed that 
kerb at the traffic lights in Troon 
on the Sunday. 

I do not know how I did it but 
my ugly mug is in the Golf 
Monthly Open profile again this 
year, between Justin Leonard and 
Tom Kite. Signed copies may 
become available soon! 

Finally I hope you all are 
remembering to book your tickets 
for the Section Dinner/Disco at 
the Cloverleaf Hotel, Bucksburn, 
Aberdeen on Saturday November 
22 price just £12.50 per person 
with overnight accommodation 
just £38 for a twin room with 
breakfast. With the event on a 
Saturday this year you could do 
your Christmas shopping in 
Aberdeen at the same time. 
Iain Macleod 

East 
Welcome to this month's article. I 
hope this great weather is pleas-
ing you all. Since last month we 
have had our summer tourna-

ment at Harburn GC. Our thanks 
to the Captain and Council for the 
courtesy of the course and the 
facilities. Our thanks to the club-
house staff for the excellent meals 
and refreshments and to Scott 
Ramsey and his staff for the 
excellent condition of the course, 
as was the weather on the day. 
We greenkeepeers can arrange 
most things given time! Also, a 
big thank you to everyone else 
who helped during the day. 

A special thank you must go to 
Craig Pennycuick who did the 
cards regardless of his broken leg 
- any excuse to sit in the bar all 
day and drink vast amounts of 
alcohol and then be driven home! 
We hope the leg gets better soon 
Craig. The Tournament this year 
was a Texas Scramble with teams 
of three which everyone enjoyed 
so we will continue this next year. 
It was good to see some new 
faces as well as the old diehards. 
Well done to one of our senior 
members, George Stavert who 
was part of the winning team 
playing with a couple of the Sec-
tion's big hitters. George doesn't 
hit it very far these days (some-
times I think he is hitting his put-
ter first!) but it is always straight 
down the middle of the fairway 
Well done again George, see you 
soon! 

The results were:- 1. T. Murray, 
I Thompson, G. Stavert, 61.6; 2. 
S. Ramsay, I. Henderson, A. 
McCleish, 61.6; 3. S. Dixon, C. 
Irvine, T. Wilson (Captain of Har-
burn GC), 61.7. 

Next on the East Section calen-
dar in September is the Willie 
Wood's Trophy at Kingsknowe 
GC. We hope to see a good 
turnout this year, so speak to your 
club committee and invite them 
along to what is a great day out. 
Entry forms will be out soon so 
fill them in and return them as 
soon as possible. No entries will 
be accepted after the closing date. 
The Autumn outing is on Septem-
ber 25 at Swanston GC. We hope 
to see a good turnout for the final 
major of the season, as it is also 
the first Hayter Qualifier so see 
you up there! We are in the 
process of finalising some winter 
lectures so hopefully I can notify 
you of these in the very near 
future. 

I have been asked to mention 
that some people have been con-
tacted by a company who are sell-
ing trees ie pines. They have been 
told they are from a cancelled 
order. People have gone ahead 
and bought these trees and have 
had a lot of problems with them 
dying off etc. If you are 
approached by anyone selling 
trees in this way think before you 
buy as it is you who has to 
answer to your club if problems 
arise after paying out valuable 
budget money for these trees. 

Sadly one of our older mem-
bers form the days of SIGGA has 
passed away in mid-July. Charlie 
Newlands, a past Chairman of the 
Association (SIGGA) was also a 
founder member of the Associa-
tion of which he was very proud. 
Charlie was a true character. He 
could tell more jokes than Frank 
Carson and it was always great to 
sit in his company at a golf out-
ing. He was Head Greenkeeper at 
Newbattle GC for almost 27 years 
before retirement. He is survived 
by his wife Janet and two daugh-
ters and a son and grandchildren. 
He will be sadly missed. Our 
thoughts go out to them all.. 

Any member who has not 
received a fixture card - kindly 
donated by Souter of Stirling 
(Sportsturf) Limited - please con-
tact Steve Dixon, Secretary, on 
0131 443 0235 and he will send 
you one out. 

If anyone has any suggestions 
on courses for outings next year 
or an offer of your course then 
please drop me a line with any 
information you can give us. It 
would be much appreciated. 

The membership at the time of 
writing has dropped dramatically 
in the Section form 170+ to 
140 + . We would like to know 
why as we wish to Section to get 
bigger and not smaller. If you 
know the reason behind this fall 
please drop me a line or ring any 
of the committee members whose 
numbers are on the back of the 
fixture card. Even if you know of 
anyone that has not rejoined 
speak to them and try and get 
them to reconsider. Explain the 
benefits of joining BIGGA -
remember, your Section needs 
you! 

We have arranged an 11-a-side 

football match against Provan 
Chemicals on Wednesday Sep-
tember 3 at Meadowmill Sports 
Centre so I will be calling people 
who wish to play in the match as 
we will need to win this one as 
they beat us last year in Bathgate. 
We want revenge this time! 

Well that's it for this month and 
as I say every month if you want 
to drop me a line at 74 Muirfield 
Drive, Gullane, East Lothian 
EH31 2HJ or call me on 0131 
445 7165 (work) or 01620 
842037 (home) feel free as I 
would like to hear from you as I 
don't get much feedback from the 
membership of the Section. If you 
are reading this but a member of 
another Section I would be 
pleased to hear from you about 
anything that may interest the 
member of BIGGA. 

So I would like to hear from 
you with any suggestions, useful 
information or offers of money 
etc. Winging is not accepted, take 
it out on the ball! 

PS - it was good to see our old 
Secretary, Robert Hogarth, as part 
of the Open Championship 
Greenkeeping Support Team at 
Royal Troon taking a well earned 
rest on the grass outside the Por-
takabin. I take it it was raking all 
these bunkers and not the late 
nights/early mornings that forced 
him to have 40 winks in the 
shade. However the weather was 
very hot that week so the need to 
consume various amounts of liq-
uids may have had something to 
do with i t ! 
Chris Yeaman 

West 
Firstly, thank you to all those 
members who have phoned to 
give information about special 
events or things which have hap-
pened over the season. Although 
summer isn't quite over it just 
feels as if it is - what summer 
there was that is! One consolation 
has been the good growth 
weather but the stuff just hasn't 
stopped jumping! 

The Autumn outing is just 
around the corner so make sure 
to submit your entries. This, and 
the Spring outing, go towards 
qualifying for the Hayter Tourna-
ment next year. Hilton Park is 
bound to be a good venue, tight, 



well groomed, windy and I'm 
sure in splendid condition. We 
will look forward to the experi-
ence. 

An evening out will be 
arranged for September/October 
and notification to all members 
should have been received, please 
make the effort to attend. The 
Section needs as much support as 
possible and we look forward to 
seeing a few different faces. 

The Loch Lomond Support 
Team was a big success with 
some 17 members from all over 
Scotland helping out and working 
well along with the staff. Ronnie 
Bunting is to be thanked for his 
help in the organisation and he 
has stated those interested for 
next year should contact him as 
soon as possible. 

Ronnie and Robert Hogarth 
will be running a moderation 
meeting in the Autumn for those 
D32/D33 assessors to try and 
iron out any problems. 

Once again, if you have any 
interesting facts or information 
then please contact me on 0141 
942 5554. Last but not least the 
Cathkin Brass position has been 
filled by Douglas Macintosh, 
Both well Castle. We wish him 
well in his new position. 
Stuart Taylor 

Central 
Unfortunately the proposed visit 
to Parkhead Stadium, originally 
planned for August 8, had to be 
postponed due to the lack of con-
firmation in writing from the 
Celtic Facilities Manager. At the 
moment the reasons are unclear 
but I have asked if they can 
accommodate us later in the sea-
son so I will keep you informed as 
to when the visit can take place. 

The arrangements for the visit 
to Stewart's Turf Farm at Kinness-
wood are that we will meet at the 
Lomond Country Inn, Kinness-
wood between 12.30pm and 1pm 
for a light lunch and then pro-
ceed to the farm. In order to 
finalise catering arrangements 
would you please return your 
forms to me by Friday September 
26. 

I received a call the other week 
from former Section member, 
David Murdoch. David was 
employed at Dunfermline GC for 
a number of years before moving 
down south. He is now Course 
Manager at Liphook GC in Hamp-
shire and from all accounts he is 
thoroughly enjoying himself 

there. If you know any former 
Section members who have 
moved down south or abroad for 
that matter, ask them to get in 
touch and we will let their friends 
know how they are getting on. 

We extend a warm welcome to 
the Section to Dudley Aitchison, 
from Scoonie GC, in Leven, and 
look forward to meeting him at 
some of our future events. We are 
now down to averaging one new 
member per month which will 
leave us well short of our target 
for '97 - we were hoping for a 
total Section membership of 250! 
So come on, let's try and achieve 
it - at the latest count we are still 
needing another 25. 

So far I have not heard any sto-
ries concerning the fishing on 
Loch Leven so I don't know if 
those who took part are very 
modest or if they failed to catch 
anything! I hope a certain A. 
O'Hara was not taking part or we 
will never hear the end of it, even 
if he catches the smallest tiddler 
or on the other hand it would 
give me something to write 
about! 

I am still searching for courses 
to host our various tournaments 
in 1998 so if you fancy holding 
one PLEASE get in touch with 
me. 

Former Section Secretary and 
Chairman, Elliott Small, is retir-
ing as Regional Administrator for 
Scotland next month and on 
behalf of the members I would 
like to thank him and Edna for all 
the hard work they have put into 
the running of the Region over 
the past seven years. 

The next main event is the Sec-
tion AGM which will be held at 
Kinross GC on Wednesday Octo-
ber 15, details of which should be 
with you all by now so if you 
have any grievances with the way 
the Section is being run now is 
the chance to have your say. 
Hopefully we will have more than 
the faithful dozen at this years 
meeting. 
John Crawford 

NORTHERN 
REGION 
Bob Lupton 
Tel: 01782 750539 
Cleveland 
We wish David Boocock, STRI 
Senior Agronomist our best 
wishes for his impending retire-
ment due in October. He has been 
of enormous help to many Head 
Greenkeepers and his advice has 

MORE 
RUBBISH 
FOR YOUR 

MONEY 
The Turf Tidy's unique suck and throw developed by 
Charterhouse ensures that every load taken to the dump 
comprises material compressed to 
its minimum space and the 
hopper filled to its maximum. 
This saves its operator or 
owner time, trouble 
and money j -
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hopper 
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Cdarterfwuse 
Turf Tidy 
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For more details send this coupon to Charterhouse Turf Machinery ^ 
Ltd, FREEP0ST (GI/2283), Haslemere, Surrey GU27 1DW. 
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seen courses improve over time. 
David thank you, and we all wish 
you well. 

Now is the time for green-
keeper students to book in at col-
lege. 

Bruce Burnell 

North West 
Maften Hall GC, near Newcastle, 
was the venue for the Regional 
Final of the Hayter Challenge. A 
team of 9 from the North-West 
played their individual games but 
we only finished with one winner 
to go forward to the final at Gan-
ton. Paul Pearse not only won the 
Scratch to 9 Section but came in 
with the best score of the day. He 
shot a gross 72, nett 71 on what I 
am told was a long and difficult 
course. Of course, doing my usual 
job as starter, I was unable to see 
more of the course than the first 
tee and the first fairway but I am 
told that Jimmy Richardson and 
his staff had the course in great 
condition. We did have two 
reserves, Sean Moon and Andrew 
Bennett both got pipped at the 
post for third place in their cate-
gories and will have to wait to 
see if anybody drops out before 
September. 

I have not long returned from 
The Open at Troon and we had a 
good representation of green-
keepers from the North West on 
the Support Team. The course 
was in great condition and listen-
ing to some of the comments 
from the players it was tough 
going especially when the wind 
came up on the Wednesday. I am 
now packing ready to go to the 
National Tournament at Cooden 
Beach GC, Bexhill-on-Sea. Three 
members from the North-West 
will be playing - myself, John 
Berry and Neil Woolfrey so at 
least we will be able to take part 
in the team prize. While I am 
away the North West will be play-
ing their annual tournament 
against the Golf Club Stewards at 
Saddleworth GC so I hope I can 
report in the next Section news 
that a win was recorded. Any-
body with any news, views or 
queries please contact me on 
0151 724 5412. 
Bert Cross 
Sheffield 
On July 7 we held our annual 
Tournament at Silkstone GC. Our 
thanks go to Silkstone for giving 
us the courtesy of the course. 
Silkstone was in excellent condi-

tion and our thanks go to Mick 
Crossland and staff for all the 
hard work they have done on the 
course. Thanks also to the stew-
ard and his staff for providing an 
excellent meal which was enjoyed 
by everyone. Our thanks also go 
to Brian Booth from Rigby Taylors 
for sponsoring the competition 
and to Steve Burroughs, Les 
Purdy and Peter Fell who also 
provided prizes. Congratulations 
to everyone who won prizes at 
Silkstone and well done to Mark 
Knowles who with an excellent 
score of net 102 won the overall 
27 hole competition and also won 
the 9 hole competition, well done 
Mark. Well done also to Ian 
Whitehead who won the gross 
competition with 119. The results 
for the 27 hole competition 
were:- 1. M. Knowles, net 102; 2. 
D. Neve(!), net 109; 3. R Hill, net 
109. Congratulations go to Mick 
Coltas who qualified for the 
Hayter Finals. Mick won the Sec-
ond Division at the Northern 
Regional Final - good luck in the 
final Mick! 

Our next golf competition will 
be at Sickleholme GC on Septem-
ber 22 at 1.30 pm. 
John Lax 

MIDLAND 
REGION 
Peter Larter 
Tel: 01480 437507 
East of England 
Last of the individual competi-
tions took place at Boston GC. 
The course was in excellent con-
dition and thanks go to Bruce 
Hicks and his staff for the day. 
The greens stood up really well 
considering the torrential rain we 
all had to play in. Some members 
called it a day after nine holes but 
Richard Owen, Boston West GC, 
came through the storm to take 
home the Lambs Cup with 35 
points. Second was Graeme Mac-
donald, Newark GC, with 33 
points and last year's winner 
Barry Anderson, Toft GC, was 
third with 27 points. The guest 
prize went to Peter Pearson with 
36 points. Peter is Boston's 
Greens Chairman and gave our 
members a warm welcome at the 
dinner. 

As usual our sponsors looked 
after us again and everybody who 
played received a prize. The 
sponsors were Lambs Mowers, 
Fieldcare, Colliers, Amenity Tech-
nology, Rigby Taylors, Purdys, 
Chandlers and Roy Harrison. 

The conclusion to the Order of 
Merit came to a head and saw 
Graeme Macdonald, Newark GC, 
win the second Order of Merit 
BIGGA Blazer with an overall 
score of 22 points, followed by 
Richard Owen, Boston West, on 
16 points. 

New appointments this month 
- Kevin Hodges takes on the 
Head Greenkeeper's post at Rys-
ton Park. 

If anyone has any news or 
information to pass on then sim-
ply pick up the telephone (01733 
260297 or 01636 626564) or 
drop me a line at Newark GC. 

That's all this month! 
Graeme Macdonald 

B B & O 
The second golfing event of the 
season proved to be successful -
phew! The Course proved to be 
the winner again with only two 
people breaking par out of a field 
of 36.1 am sure you will all agree 
this was partly due to the testing 
pin positions set by Dean. I can 
provide his phone number if you 
want to pass on any comments 
personally! 

The day was a success thanks 
to our sponsor Rolawn providing 
some excellent prizes, I wonder 
what Steve has done with the 
telly? Andy Church, from Rolawn, 
deserves a big thank you for his 
contribution. Andy had a bit of a 
dilemma as he was leading in the 
clubhouse with only two groups 
out on the course. The whispers 
around the bar were that he was 
going to take the prizes home 
with him, thankfully Steve Putt 
saved his blushes by romping in 
with a splendid 40 pts! I am sure 
everybody that is reading this 
article will think that name seems 
familiar and so it should because 
Steve actually won the Spring 
Tournament as well. I have 
already had Colin Vernon, Handi-
cap Secretary, on the phone to 
say that Steve's new handicap is 
+2 so as to give everybody a 
chance! The results were:- 1. 
Steve Putt, 40 pts; 2. Trevor 
Hookham, 35 pts; 3. Ray Clark, 
35 pts; Longest Drive - Brett 
Moggridge; Nearest the Pin -
Ross Edmonds; Wooden Smith -
Richard Haynes. 

Thanks to Jon Connel, the new 
Director of Badgemore, for giving 
us the courtesy of the course and 
also thanks to all the staff at the 
club for looking after us on the 
day, the food was excellent. 

Thanks to my staff for all their 
hard work prior to the day, it was 
much appreciated. 

The Rigby Taylor matches are 
underway so I will inform you of 
the results as and when they 
come through. 

The next golfing day is at Lam-
bourne in October - see you all 
there. 

Lindsay Anderson 

Midland 
On July 7 the Summer Tourna-
ment was held at the Worcester G 
and CC on a very hot and humid 
day. The winners were as fol-
lows:- 1. T. Cheese, nett 70 (gross 
72!); 2. R Holtham, 70; 3. M. 
Hughes, 70; 4. M. Bryan, 71; 5. 
M. Cutler, 71; 6. A. Roberts, 71; 
7. E. Stant, 72; 8. J. Wood, 72; 9. 
R. Hunter, 72. The Trade Prize 
was won by Nigel Tyler of County 
Crops. The Longest Drive was 
won by Richard Minton and 
Nearest the Pin by Mark Cutler. 

We would like to thank our 
main sponsors for the day who 
were ARC and Bathgates. I would 
also like to thank Worcester GC 
for hosting the Tournament and 
to all of you who took part under 
very demanding conditions. 

The annual match against the 
Mid Anglian Section is to take 
place on August 12 at Harpendon 
GC, best of luck to those taking 
part. 

I will ask again to any members 
who have any information or 
news that could go into this 
report to please contact me. 

Finally, I would like to intro-
duce our new members to the 
Section, they are as follows -
Charles Paul Duffy, Mark Black 
and Jon Philip Jinks. 
Jonathan Wood 
East Midlands 
Firstly I would like to thank the 
following members Richard 
Barker, Dave Leatherland and 
Steven Heap for taking part in the 
BIGGA Support Team for this 
years Open at Royal Troon. 

A reminder to all entrants of 
the singles knockout that your 
matches must be played by the 
closing date, September 30 for 
the Final. 

This year's AGM will be held at 
Greetham Valley GC on Novem-
ber 5 at approximately 4.30pm. 
The Christmas Tournament on 
December 17. 

At the BIGGA National Tourna-
ment the Section was represented 



by Richard Barker, Ian Needham 
and Roger Willars. More informa-
tion on results will appear in next 
month's article. 

Finally if anybody has any 
information that they would like 
to see in this column then please 
give me a ring. 
Antony Bindley 

SOUTH EAST 
REGION 
Derek Farrington 
Tel: 01903 260956 
London 
Our summer tournament was 
held at Bush Hill Park GC in July. 
The course was in excellent con-
dition and I would like to thank 
the Course Manager, Tony Taylor, 
and his staff for all their efforts. 

I would also like to thank the 
Secretary, Peter Allan and the 
Club Captain, David Turner for 
their hospitality and for the use of 
the club facilities. I would also 
like to thank all the trade for your 
valuable support and in particular 
the following companies - Kings 
for providing the nearest the pin 
prizes, Parker Hart for paying for 
the postage and sundries and 
Johnny Beck from Miracle for 
providing the refreshments. 

The results for the day were as 
follows:- 1. Neil Pereira, 40 pts; 2. 
Simon Ringrose, 37 pts; 3. Roger 
Mace, 36 pts; Guest - Richard 
Lewis, 38 pts; Longest Drive -
Roger Mace. 

Finally, I would like to remind 
all members that a jacket and tie 
must be worn for the presenta-
tion and meal. Jackets can only 
be removed during dinner with 
the approval of the Club Captain. 
Tony Dunstan 

Surrey 
The McMillan Tankard was held 
on Thursday July 31 on the New 
Course at Sunningdale. 45 mem-
bers turned up to play, which for 
me as Secretary is very gratifying. 
Thank you fellas, it does make 
life worthwhile! 

Brian Turner and his team 
turned the course out in the usual 
superb Sunningdale condition 
and he even got the weather to 
behave so we owe a vote of 
thanks to the management for a 
great day. The Artisan Section 
allowed us to use their Clubhouse 
again where we were looked after 
by Bob Reynolds and his assistant 
and our thanks go out to them. 
The buffet was prepared by Mrs 
Kirkham ablely assisted by our 

Chairman and her husband Mike. 
The food was great and there was 
plenty of it! 

Jack McMillan gave a short 
speech and Rita presented the 
prizes. I again forgot the raffle 
tickets so the prizes went down to 
6th place and were as follows:- 1. 
Mark Todd, Nizzels, 38 pts; 2. 
Jimmy Russell, Lingfield, 38 pts; 
3. Nigel Colley, a newcomer to 
the Section now at Roehampton, 
35 pts; 4. John Davidson, Gatton 
Manor, 35 pts; 5. Dave Langhiem, 
Foxhills, 35 pts; 6. Kevin Boxall, 
Liphook, 34 pts. The Trade Prize 
was won by Ian Sellars, for Gem 
Professional. Our thanks to the 
trade for the prizes they donated. 

One more item of note, Billy 
eagled the par 5 6th hole. Well 
done Billy! I can give you his tele-
phone number if you would like 
him to talk you through it! By the 
time this goes to print we will 
have played the Parker Salva at 
Effingham, I say this just to let 
you know that it is important to 
get your entries off early. As most 
of you know I am now retired but 
you can still reach me most 
evenings, that is unless I am 
swanning around the country-
side. 

Unless the Editor corrects them 
I expect Northants staff to let me 
know how many spelling mis-
takes I have made. 
Ted Stiles 

S O U T H WEST 
A N D S O U T H 
WALES R E G I O N 
Paula Humphries 
Tel: 01363 82777 
Devon and Cornwall 
With the summer drawing to a 
close our thoughts turn to our 
Autumn and Winter meeting pro-
gramme which start with the Rof-
feys meeting at Bowood GC on 
Wednesday October 8. The morn-
ings golf start times for the D O 
Hunt Trophy will run between 
8.30am and 10.22am with as 
usual the non-golfing course 
walk leaving the clubhouse at 
approximately 10.30am. Lunch 
will be from 1pm followed by the 
golf presentation and a short 
Company presentation by Rof-
feys, our sponsor for the day. 
Concluding the day, our educa-
tional talk will be presented by 
Cannington College on "Winter 
Golf". 

When attending meetings and 
any BIGGA event please remem-
ber that you are representing 

BIGGA and our profession. Please 
ensure you are smartly dressed 
with collar and tie for lunch and 
no jeans at all. 

You should have all received 
your new fixture card sponsored 
by P J Flegg with our forthcom-
ing events on. If you haven't 
please let me know and I will 
make sure you receive one. 

To reduce postage costs I will 
continue to send details of meet-
ings to one member per club 
(Course Manager/Head Green-
keeper) plus those of you who 
have asked to be added to the 
mailing list last year. If you don't 
receive details and would like to 
please let me know. 

Finally a reminder that your 
local Regional Supervisory Man-
agement course will be held at 
the M^nor House Hotel, More-
tonhampsted on November 3 and 
4. For more details ring Ken 
Richardson today to avoid disap-
pointment at BIGGA HQ on 
01347 838581. 
Richard Whyman 

South Coast 
Our regional seminar will be held 
at Cannington College on 
Wednesday November 26. The 
main sponsors for the day will be 
Rigby Taylor Ltd. Some very 
good speakers have agreed to 
give us their time and they 
include Jack McMillan, who will 
be speaking on Golf Course 
Preparation; Cameron McMillan, 
who will be talking about Golf 
Course Construction; John Stir-
ling will be giving us some point-
ers into how a golf course should 
be set up for important tourna-
ments and Andrew Lawrence will 
be speaking about BIGGA insur-
ance. We then have Rod Baker 
from Amazone whose subject will 
be The Importance of Working 
with the Environment and Nick 
Blasdale from Time/System UK 
Ltd will be telling us how to 
make the best use of our time. 
Finally we have our two students 
from the colleges. The cost of the 
days proceedings is £15 for mem-
bers and £22 for non-members. 
With all those names this has got 
to be a bargain. All enquiries 
should be made initially to Jeff 
Drake on 01722 503938. You 
should all be receiving your semi-
nar application forms very 
shortly. All that remains to be 
said is see you all on the day. Any 
problems with transport let me 
know. My telephone number is 

01329 282362. Likewise anyone 
with empty seats let me know so 
that we can fill them up. 

On July 8 I had the privilege of 
being invited by Sparsholt Col-
lege to witness their annual 
award ceremony. This was held 
at Winchester Cathedral and the 
Bishop of Winchester presented 
the awards. There were quite a 
number, the one that was of most 
interest to me was John Groom-
bridge who was the top student 
greenkeeper of the year. John 
was presented with the BIGGA 
Shield which is donated by the 
South West and South Wales 
Region. John is the Assistant 
Head Greenkeeper at Petersfield 
GC. Well done John and good 
luck with your career in green-
keeping. I would like to thank 
Sparsholt College for allowing 
me to witness such a moving 
event. Everything was so well 
organised and went off without a 
hitch. The cathedral was packed 
with Mums, Dads and guests - I 
would imagine the Bishop would 
like to see that amount of people 
every Sunday! 

Alan Mitchell, our Section 
Chairman, has left his position as 
Course Manager of the Hamp-
shire GC. Alan is now working 
for himself within the industry 
developing training initiatives. 
He will be working closely with 
Sparsholt College and the GTC. I 
am sure that we all wish Alan 
every success in his new venture. 

Just another reminder about 
the trip to The London GC on 
November 6. Jeff has now 
booked the coach and all we 
required now is to fill it up. All 
those of you who wish to make 
the trip, contact Jeff Drake. He 
will be sending out more details 
when he sends the fixture lists 
out for 1997/98. 

This is the last reminder for the 
Autumn Golf Meeting at Barton-
on-Sea GC on Thursday October 
9. All entries complete with cur-
rent handicaps and cheques (£15 
per person) should be forwarded 
to:- Tony Gadd, Cherry Trees, 
Lymington Road, Milford on Sea, 
Hants, S041 0QL. All cheques 
should be made payable to 
BIGGA South Coast Section. All 
applications to be with Tony by 
first post on Tuesday September 
30. 

Ken Lodge 

South West A warm and pleasant day greeted 



Around the Green 
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34 enthusiastic greenkeepers for 
our summer tournament at Cum-
berwell Park in late July. 

Modesty forbids me from 
dwelling too much on the course 
and the winner on this occasion 
but I am sure everyone agreed it 
is a very good venue and I think 
we all enjoyed the day. 

Thanks go to Sarah Bickland 
for providing her usual high stan-
dard of haute cuisine and to the 
Club Captain, Keith Townsend, 
for joining us for the day. 

Students of greenkeeping may 
have noticed how we have per-
fected the art of cultivating an 
especially fibrous form of poa 
annua capable of producing sev-
eral hundred seed heads per tuft 
but apart from that I think every-
thing went pretty well and I 
would like to thank my staff 
Andy, Nigel and Paul for their 
usual hard work. Our sponsors 
for the day as our Vice Chairman, 
Chris Sealey, pointed out in his 
introductions were Scotts UK for-
merly Miracle Amenity formerly 

Zeneca formerly ICI or one of the 
above depending on what day of 
the week it was. 

Anyway our thanks to them for 
providing the prizes and for the 
much needed halfway refresh-
ments. 

The results were as follows:-
Head Greenkeeper - 1. M. Har-
ing, 73; 2. P Worster, 76; 3. R. 
Hook, 76. Assistant Greenkeeper 
- 1. A. Knight, 68; 2. A. Turner, 
71; 3. A. Parker, 77. Nearest the 
Pin - M. Pierce. The Nearest the 
Pin prize raised £34.00 for the 
Captain's charity, Dorothy House. 
The Head Greenkeepers Tourna-
ment comes with a particularly 
elegant piece of silverware but 
we are unable to ascertain the 
winners from 1987 onwards and 
so cannot update the engraving. 
We would therefore very much 
appreciate it if anyone could pro-
vide us with this information. So 
if you were a winner or know 
who has won from 1987 onwards 
then could you please contact 
any committee member and let 

us know. 
Although the 34 present at the 

summer tournament had a very 
enjoyable time they represent a 
very small percentage of the 273 
members in our section. 

Now we no longer receive 
funding from Headquarters it 
would be especially nice to see 
some new faces. 

These events are not about 
playing good golf but are there 
for meeting up with ones friends 
and colleagues and having a 
chat, exchanging ideas and gen-
erally enjoying the social aspect 
as much as the golf. You are 
guaranteed an enjoyable round 
of golf and an excellent meal for 
just a few pounds so please make 
an effort and come along to sup-
port the Section. 

While on the subject of fund-
ing, if anyone has got some good 
ideas or would be willing to 
organise an event other than golf 
to help the Section then please 
come forward, all help is greatly 
appreciated. 

One such idea of cutting costs 
is to send an initial circular to all 
members at the beginning of the 
year asking if they would like to 
receive information on forthcom-
ing events. If they would not 
then they would not receive par-
ticulars on future events and we 
would then cut the costs of 
stamps and stationary for the rest 
of the year. 

This idea and any others could 
be discussed at the AGM in 
November. 

On the education front we will 
be running the following short 
courses from October onwards:-
Chainsaw, First Aid, PA1, PA6, 
PA2 and hopefully an abrasive 
wheel course. Some of you may 
already be on the lists to do a 
course but if you are not and you 
want to do one then give me a 
ring on 01380 828380 and I will 
put your name on the relevant 
list but hurry as places are lim-
ited and on a first come first 
serve basis. 
Marc Haring 

Martins 

COVERING THE UK 
with 

i Pinnacle range of Top Dressings 

C Pinnacle range of Root Zones 

C Sole supplier of OAKAMOOR 
BUNKER SAND (Moneystone) 

i PAR-LINK Ultimate pathway gravel 

l Pinnacle Grass Seeds 

Delivered nationwide in loose bulk or 25kg bags 
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Rolawn® have 
taken a big bite out 
of greens turf prices 

Our new promise for '97 — High quality — low prices — we won't be beaten 
on either. 

You can buy as little or as much as you need — there's no minimum order. 

As Europe's largest turf grower — we have huge stocks which 
means continuity of supply. 

Choose from two grades of greens turf and two roll sizes. 

FREE fork lift offloading, a nationwide depot network, 
a turf testing programme conducted by the STRI, add up 
to peace of mind — you just can't put a price on that, can you? 

Call NOW on 01904 608661, ask for customer services and find out 
what's on offer. 





Quality Tee Time® Products 
for the GolfCotrrse Professwrwd 
Tee Tim< Premium Fine Turf Spring Fertilizers 

PRODUCT 
ANALYSIS 

SIZE 
GUIDE 

NUMBER 
RATES kg/NUTR/l lec* NUTRIENT SOURCES SPREADER SETTINGS PRODUCT 

ANALYSIS 

SIZE 
GUIDE 

NUMBER kg/hec bagArec N P K NITROGEN MICROS LESCO SCOTTS R8A AMTEC50 
13-2-13 
w/100% 
Ammonium 
Sulfate 

100 20 200 9 26 4 26 13.00% Ammoniacal N 18.3% S, 2% Fe, 
0.1% Cu, 0.1% Mn, 
0.1% Zn 

D 1/2 11/2 3 3/4 

19-5-19 
Spring Starter 
w/ 25% 
Nutralene® 

100 20 200 9 38 10 38 1.95% Ammoniacal N 
12.88% Urea Nitrogen 
2.44% SAWSN* 
1.73% WIN** 

6.5% S, 2% Fe, 
0.1% Cu, 
0.1% Mn, 
0.1% Zn 

D 1/2 11/2 3 3/4 

25-5-15 
w/ 50% 
Nutralene® 

125 20 200 9 50 10 30 1.96% Ammoniacal N 
12.14% Urea Nitrogen 
6.40% SAWSN* 
4.50% WIN** 

5.1% S, 1% Fe, 
0.1% Cu, 
0.1% Mn, 
0.1% Zn 

F L 41/4 

14-28-10 
Seed Starter 
w/ 50% 
Nutralene® 

100 20 200 9 28 56 20 5.60% Ammoniacal N 
2.27% Urea Nitrogen 
3.59% SAWSN* 
2.54% WIN** 

3.4% S E J 3 3/4 

18-6-15 
w/ 65% 
Nutralene® 

100 20 200 9 36 12 30 2.35% Ammoniacal N 
5.41% Urea Nitrogen 
6.00% SAWSN* 
4.24% WIN** 

5.1% S, 2% Fe, 
0.1% Cu, 0.1% Mn, 
0.1% Zn 

E J 33/4 

Tee Time Premium Fine Turf Summer Fertilizers 
22-0-22 
w/ 65% 
Nutralene® 

100 20 200 9 44 0 44 9.3% Urea Nitrogen 
7.5% SAWSN* 
5.2% WIN** 

7.5% S, 1 % Fe, 
0.1% Cu, 1% Mn, 
0.1% Zn 

E J 3 3/4 

18-6-15 
w/ 65% 
Nutralene® 

100 20 200 9 36 12 30 2.35% Ammoniacal N 
5.41% Urea Nitrogen 
6.00% SAWSN* 
4.24% WIN** 

5.1% S, 2% Fe, 
0.1% Cu, 0.1% Mn, 
0.1% Zn 

E J 3 3/4 

21-3-16 
w/ 97% 
Nutralene® 

100 25 250 11 5?,4 7.5 40 1.18% Ammoniacal N 
1.97% Urea Nitrogen 

10.45% SAWSN* 
7.40% WIN** 

5.4% S, 1 % Fe, 
0.1% Cu, 
0.1% Mn, 
0.1% Zn 

E 1/2 J 1/2 4 

15-0-30 
w/100% 
Nutralene® 

100 20 200 9 30 0 60 1.87% Urea Nitrogen 
7.69% SAWSN* 
5.44% WIN** 

10.04% S, 1 % Fe, 
0.1% Cu, 0.1% Mn, 
0.1% Zn 

E J 33/4 

Tee Tim e® Premium Fine Turf Autumn and Winter Fertilizers 
10-5-25 
w/ 50% 
Nutralene® 

125 20 200 9 20 10 50 1.95% Ammoniacal N 
3.67% Urea Nitrogen 
2.57% SAWSN* 
1.81% WIN** 

8.5% S E 1/2 K 1/2 41/4 

14-0-24 
w/ 65% 
Nutralene® 

125 20 200 9 28 0 48 6.05% Urea Nitrogen 
4.66% SAWSN* 
3.29% WIN** 

8.16% S, 2% Fe, 
5% Mn 

E 1/2 K 1/2 41/4 

Tee Timefe General Purpose Fairway & Sports Grounds Fertilizers 
28-3-10 
w/96% SCU 

215 20 200 9 56 6 20 1.12% Ammoniacal N 
26.88% Urea Nitrogen 
26.88% CSRUN*** 

14.29% S F1/4 M 1/2 41/2 

37-0-0 
w/100% SCU 

215 15 150 7 55.6 0 0 37.00% CSRUN*** 15% S H L 1/2 41/2 

"Slowly Available Water Soluble Nitrogen **Water Insoluble Nitrogen ***Coated Slow Release Urea Nitrogen 

NOTE: Tee Time spreader settings were established using the standard equipment available from the spreader manufacturer at 
swath widths and speeds typically used within the industry. It is recommended that all spreader equipment be calibrated at the 
time of application to achieve the desired application rate. 

•Bag Weight = 22.68 Kilos 



The Andersons range offers comprehensive formulations of both slow release and conventionally available plant 
nutrients. THE CHOICE IS YOURS! The Andersons offers the flexibility to choose your fertilizer based on the 
needs of the turf at all times of the year. As we know, the weather is not always as predictable as we would like. 
Here at The Andersons, we offer products with various amounts of slow release nitrogen so that the nutrients are 
best utilized at the time of application. 

THE HIGHEST QUALITY NITROGEN SOURCE IN THE INDUSTRY TODAY 
The Andersons Tee Time® with Nutralene® formulations incorporate the industry's ideal nitrogen source together 
with advanced, mini-granular fertilizers. Nutralene methylene urea nitrogen offers the advantages of "tri-phase" 
technology - designed to give short, medium and long term release. Nutralene releases both by hydrolysis and 
microbial activity which means that this methylene urea is not solely dependent upon either soil moisture or 
temperature for its ideal release pattern. 

Typical Timing Release Pattern for 
Nutralene Nitrogen 

This chart demonstrates Nutralene's fractional release availability over time. The water 
soluble portion, slowly available water soluble portion and water insoluble portion have 
overlapping release to provide efficient nitrogen availability as plants require it. 

Nutralene - Trademark of Nu-Gro Corp. 

1 Slowly Available Water Soluble Nitrogen 
2 Water Insoluble Nitrogen 

NOT ALL PARTICLES ARE CREATED EQUAL 
The Andersons precise screening and processing ensures that all particles are consistently uniform in size. As a 
result, we've been able to eliminate the majority of variability and resultant "speckling" that can occur due to the 
"flight path" of particles. You can count on getting an even application of product that you need for your fertilizer 
program to be successful. 

The Andersons offer you three particle sizes, defined as "size guide number" or "SGN", ranging from GREENS 
GRADE 1 mm (SGN 100) to 1.25 mm (SGN 125), and FAIRWAY GRADE 2.15 mm (SGN 215). The Andersons greens 
grade fertilizers (SGN 100) will apply 16 particles per square inch, MORE THAN ANY OF OUR COMPETITORS! 
Product uniformity and precise sizing of particles ensures that the fertilizer gets under the turf canopy where they can't 
be seen, picked up by a mower, or deflect the path of a ball. 

Application Uniformity 
Trajectories For 
Several Sizes Of 
Granular Raw 
Materials 
(Granular Urea) 
• 3.3 mm/6.2 ft. 
• 1 mm / 5.2 ft. 
H .5 mm / 4.2 ft. 

The importance of uniformity in application is 
demostrated here if a wide disparity exists in 
particle sizing the risks of uneven - and 
improper - product coverage increases. 

Application Flow Through 

Ratholing Severe Funnel Uniform Flow 
Flow 

The Andersons greens grade product unifor-
mity helps deliver the product to the turf 
consistently for maximum effectiveness. 

D I U K B R O - 1 2 / 0 6 / 9 6 



Having the technical expertise 
to produce the finest particle size 

in the business is one thing. 

Applying that expertise 
particle after ,v particle, after particle, 

is an entirely unique achievement in advanced formula 
product production for performance consistency 

The Andersons. 
Uniformly the best in the business. 

T h e S C * * 
Andersons 

AMENITY TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTS LTD 
Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 7BX 
Telephone +(44) 0118 951 0033 
Fax +(44) 0018951 0044 



Goodbye 
empties. 

Miracle will take care 
of your used containers 

'Intrepid' will take care 
of your turf weeds 

'Intrepid' is a new cost-effective selective weedkiller that can 
be applied throughout the growing season. It's powerful 
three-way mixture will control many broad-leaved weeds in 
turf. And unlike some turf herbicides, repeat applications are 
possible should new weeds germinate or deep-rooted weeds 
regrow during the season. 

'Intrepid' contains dicamba, dichlorprop and MCPA. 'Intrepid' is a trade mark of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 

Empty pesticide containers are no longer a problem. In 
conjunction with a registered waste disposal contractor, 
Miracle Professional offer a free service on the UK mainland 
for all Miracle (ICI/Zeneca Professional Products) labelled 
containers. Envirogreen Ltd will collect and dispose of your 
empties in full compliance with legal requirements. 

AD 
REF 

PROFESSIONAL 
Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane, 
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. Tel: (0990) 301010 

Part of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 

Good buy, 
M I R / f C L E 



Valderrama hosts this month's s t a t i s i c i ca l l y b y t h e w o r l d r a n k -
Ryder Cup. Scott MacCallum ings, Pete Sampras is the same 
visited the course and spoke in tennis. Others occur by vote 
with the man who has created by agreed experts or the gen-
the jewel in Europe's golfing eral public with the Oscars, 
crown. phone-ins etc. 

In golf Pine Valley generally 

The ambit ion to be the best comes out on top in the "Best 

is one which drives many Course in the World" Poll but 
but few achieve. Indeed, one course is the undisputed 
whether the feat has even been Champion in the "Best on Main-
achieved is often a very subjec- land Europe" category having 
tive matter. There are some won the vote in a British golf 
areas, however, were the top magazine for the past six years, 
spot can be identified. Tiger That course is Valderrama, in 
Woods, for example, is cur- Sotogrande, Southern Spain, 
rently top golfer as assessed the course which later this 
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month becomes the first non 
British or non American venue 
for the Ryder Cup. 

That a course so young - it is 
only 12 - could be chosen, from 
all the wonderful courses Great 
Britain and Europe has to offer, 
for the the year 's top sport ing 
event-in the world would per-
haps be a surprise if nothing of 
the background of Valderrama 
and its illustrious owner were 
known. 

Ja ime Ortiz-Patino is by any 
yardstick a remarkable man. He 
was President of the World 
Bridge Federation for ten years 

before deciding in the mid '80s 
to devote his t ime to golf. Since 
then he has become one of the 
most influential f igures in the 
game. 

The venue for the Ryder Cup 
match began its life as 
Sotogrande New, and was origi-
nally designed in 1975 by 
Robert Trent Jones Snr, 
regarded by many as the great-
est living golf course architect. 

He was given the rare oppor-
tunity of redesigning and refin-
ing the layout freed of the 
budgetary handcuffs that had 
shackled him first t ime round. 



This he did with "Jimmy", as he 
is universally known at his side 
to ensure that, while the course 
was jus t as the revered archi-
tect wanted , it also passed the 
test laid down by the man who 
paid for the changes. It was in 
1985 that the course took on 
the n a m e for which it has 
become famous. 

With Augusta National as Mr 
Patino's model the a t tent ion to 
detail shown by he and Trent 
Jones Snr was incredible. 

"I brought in 4000 pine trees 
because I don ' t like seeing 
houses when I play golf. I want 

to see green that's why I love 
playing Pine Valley and The 
Berkshire," he explained, 
adding that he is a member of 
18 golf clubs. 

"I also put in 400 cork trees 
which are very difficult to 
transplant and 600 olive trees. 

"Everyone laughed when I 
brought these big s tumps and 
planted them and I was told 
that I'd lose 20% the first year 
and 15% the second. I made 
sure they got no water and lost 
five trees the first year and ten 
the second. 

"I have the course now jus t 

how I want it. I have more 
work to do in maintenance but 
the golf course is perfect," he 
says with all the satisfaction of 
a contented man. 

Now you would assume he 
would seek out, head hunt and 
lure to Valderrama one of the 
world's top Course Managers. 
But not Jimmy Patino. He 
developed his own knowledge 
of the complex areas of agron-
omy and general course main-
tenance, picking some of the 
finest brains in the world, and 
is proud to be Valderrama's 
Head Green keeper, Course 

Manager, Course Superinten-
dent - however you want to 
describe him. 

Having hosted the season 
closing Volvo Masters since 
1987 the Ryder Cup fell into the 
Patino sights and it was little 
surprise, when it was decided 
that Spain would have the 
event, that he would prevail. 

Since the confirmation came 
through Valderrama has been 
preparing itself for the three 
days when the course will be 
the centre of every golfer's 
attention. And nothing has 
been left to chance. 



Preparing 
for the... 

... atValderrama 

"From September 1 we are 
down loading the entire irrigation 
system and there will be no more 
automatic irrigation while we will 
not irrigate anywhere outside the 
ropes," explained Mr Patino from 
his vast office overlooking his 
pride and joy. 

"We will only irrigate from the 
satellites stations during day time 
so we will know what is going on 
and no accidents can happen. If a 
sprinkler head (there are 3,700 
on the course) gets clogged we 
will see it." 

All the sand is removed from 
the bunkers every four years and 
replaced - they use crushed gran-
ite taken from up in the moun-
tains - and the overseeding is 
also done every four years but 
both practices were brought for-
ward this year to coincide with 
the Cup match. 

In the main, however, the 
maintenance programme has 
remained at the same intense 
level which has seen the course in 
such peak condition for the Volvo 
Masters. 

"We close the course down for 
four weeks every year around the 
middle of May. We don't close 
earlier because the poa is still 
seeding and we don't want to aer-
ify the greens when it is still in 
the air." 

The maintenance programme 
starts with the closing of one nine 
when all the fairways are heavily 
sliced, aerified and verticut. The 
verti drain is used in the rough 
and the Bermuda rough is cut 
down, top dressed and fertilised. 

"I believe I was the first to top 
dress fairways and now three or 
four clubs in the States also do it." 

Once the top dressing has been 
brushed in the first nine is 
reopened and the first phase of 
the procedure has been com-
pleted. The second nine is then 
closed for a fortnight to allow for 
the same work as the first nine to 
be completed as well as all the 
greens and areas around the 
greens done as well. Once this 
has been completed they return 
to the first nine and do the greens 
and surrounds. 

The programme is worked out 
by Mr Patino and Bill Bangerfield, 
formerly the Director of the 
USGA Greens Section, who 
spends time at Valderrama every 
year supervising the work. 

"Bill and I set up the maintenance 
programmes for six months at a 
time and this includes everything 
that needs to be done on a weekly 
basis. For example, now until the 
Ryder Cup we will hand brush 
greens with brooms every afternoon 
against the grain," he explained 
as we talked in early June. 

Valderrama has Penncross 
greens but Mr Patino is not con-
vinced that it is the right grass for 
the Spanish climate. 

"Despite my love of Robert 
Trent Jones I don't think he did 
the right thing in bringing Pen-
ncross down to the Costa del Sol. 
It is too delicate, it needs a lot of 
care, a lot of chemicals and a lot 
of water. I have got the resources, 
the manpower to keep it - we 
have two girls who hand weed 
the greens five days a week to get 
the poa out, so they are poa free 
- but it is very costly and other 
courses can't do it. Furthermore 
we have very little play - 1200 
rounds a year." 

He is also adamant about what 
the green should be - Bermuda, 
which doesn't need much water 
and is much stronger than Pen-
ncross. 

"I don't think Robert 
Trent Jones did the 
right thing in bringing 
Penncross to the Costa 
del Sol. It is too delicate, 
it needs a lot of care, a 
lot of chemicals and a 
lot of water" 

"Every time a new golf course 
is built in the area I tell them to 
put in Bermuda but they ask what 
I've got. When I tell them I know 
the comments that come back 
Jimmy wants us to put Bermuda 
in because he's the only one who 
wants to have good greens'. It's a 
no-win situation!" 

To say that Valderrama "has got 
the resources" is akin to saying 
that Bill Gates has a little bit 
tucked away for his retirement. 

The greens staff numbers 70, 
broken down into two crews of 

J a i m e Or t i z -Pat ino w i t h t h e Ryder Cup 

35, which are then broken into 
crews which cut greens, crews 
which do bunkers, another which 
do tees etc. 

"They work for seven days non-
stop - a 56 hour week - and then 
have seven days off. You may feel 
that is very expensive but it isn't 
really when you think about it 
because they work on Saturdays 
and Sundays, when you would 
normally have to pay double and 
they also work on holidays 
including Christmas and New 
Year's Day if they happen to fall 
on a working week. 

"So for 26 weeks one crew is 
working and the other crew 
works for the other 26 weeks. 

"Then when I have mainte-
nance or tournaments I give them 
extra pay and they all work. I 
have had a lot of problems with 
the unions but I told them that 
the workers like it and if they 
were to take a vote they'd all 
stand against the unions," he 
explained. 

There are also three mechanics, 
a painter and a brick layer. 

"Supervisors work a system 
whereby they work five days and 
then take four days off so a super-
visor works with all the crews as 
they overlap. Then every tenth 
day both supervisors are there 
and they can compare notes." 

Mr Patino also leads from the 
front when it comes to training 
his men in the use of equipment. 

"I try all the machines when 
they first come out and then, as 
the manuals are in English and 

Picture: PHIL SHELDON 

not Spanish, I explain to the men 
how to use them. 

"I like Toro equipment. I started 
with it but I deal directly with the 
Head Office in Minneapolis. The 
local Toro dealership is in Mar-
bella which is fairly local but I 
find I've got more spare parts 
than he does." 

"We do everything we can with 
walk behind machines - aprons, 
collars, tees. Then everything on 
the fairway is the lightest equip-
ment you can have - we use a 
triplex which most people use on 
the greens. I know Toro has some 
very good fairway mowers and 
gangs which are very light but I 
said 'Leave me alone, I will cut 
them with your greens mowers. 
We always pick up our clippings 
on the fairways." 

He has also found a unique 
way on curing the Spanish habit 
of being hard on equipment. 

"They do not know about pre-
ventative maintenance. They fix it 
when it is broken. Red lights go 
on or flash and they don't stop. 

"I saw someone driving a big 
4500 five gang recently and could 
see a light flashing. I pointed it 
out and he said 'It's alright it's 
been flashing all day. There must 
just be something wrong.' I sent 
him straight back to the mainte-
nance centre. 

"Mowers never used to last 
here. A walk behind would be 
broken after a year when it 
should last ten. 

"So I said 'OK. I'll give you each 
a mower.' There are eight people 



WHAT'S MEW IN DECODERS & CONTROLLERS! 
T O N I C K DECODER W A R R A N T Y EXTENDED TO 5 YEARS 

The little devils have proved so reliable that we can include a 5 year warranty! A first for the industry! 
A N D T H A T INCLUDES L I G H T N I N G PROOFING 

Yes, the built-in lightning protection works so well that we will include that in the warranty too. 
Remember, we actually test our designs for the effect of strikes. 

Our decoder sales have surged again this year, in particular TORO,Watermation and CIC 
equivalents. We also offer Wrightrain, Primetime, Robydome and Robydome Mklll versions. 

Extensive field experience (thousands installed world-wide) and 
the completion of accelerated life tests allow us to confidently 

predict a useful decoder life of 10 years plus. 
So, why compromise? - re-wire with TONICK and put an end to decoder hassle. 

T O N I C K IS N O W A MAJOR CONTROLLER REPAIR CENTRE 

We will repair and test that dodgy controller for you. Our local distributor will arrange 
collection and will re-commission it for you after repair. 

Q U I C K T U R N A R O U N D A N D A RELIABLE GUARANTEED REPAIR-
ALL AT A SURPRISINGLY L O W COST 

Our specialist engineers will service most controllers including Wrightrain Mk I II III; Robydome; Primetime;TORO SCI 000/3000; 
Watermation TWI TW2; CIC I, I +, 4; ISS Aquaflow; Rainbird Master II, Master II Junior, Master III; Buckner. 

If yours is not listed, call us for information. 
and it gets better 

T H E T O N I C K CONTROLLER W I N T E R I S A T I O N SERVICE IS READY A N D W A I T I N G 
For a modest fee, your precious controller can be stored over the winter in our new, dry, secure storage 

facility. During its stay, it will be serviced, recalibrated and cleaned up ready to be returned when you wish. 
We guarantee its operation for 3 months following re-installation so you can relax and avoid the 

nightmare of "start-up grief" in the Spring. 
OUR DISTRIBUTORS & INSTALLERS ARE W A I T I N G FOR YOUR CALL 

Company Town County Tel No: Company Town County Tel No: 
Filpumps Ltd Inverurie Aberdeenshire 01651 873333 U.S. Irrigation Systems & 
Evergreen Irrigation Ltd Leighton Buzzard Beds 01296 688317 Equipment Peterborough Lines 01832 272450 

Aquaflow Irrigation North Ascot Berks 01344 882398 British Overhead Irrigation Ltd Shepperton Middlx 01932 788301 

SJS Irrigation Milton Keynes Bucks 01908 669287 D.D.M Irrigation Installations Sunbury-on-Thames Middlx 01932 781449 
Irrigation Control Winsford Cheshire 01606 558927 Vesta Irrigation Ltd Belfast N. Ireland 01232 458760 
Bredy Agricentre (Dorset) Ltd Sturminster Newton Dorset 01258 473301 T & G Turf Irrigation Services Knaresborough N. Yorks 01423 864963 
Electric Irrigation Verwood Dorset 01202 824580 Autoflow Systems Barnham Broom Norfolk 01603 759701 
Lakes and Greens Ltd Nr. Uckfield East Sussex 01825 790483 Irrigation Services Norwich Norfolk 01603 720217 
Denis Broderick Kiem Irrigation Engineers & 
(Electrical & Pump Systems) Youghal, Co. Cork Eire 02492705 Consultants Ludlow Shrops 01584 856606 

Clearwater Ltd Co. Dublin Eire 018461025 Ocmis Irrigation (UK) Ltd Martock Somerset 01460 241939 

CMW Equipment Co. Coggeshall Essex 01376 562569 North Staffs Irrigation Stone Staffs 01785 812706 

H T Davies & Partners Newport Gwent 01633 893449 Turf Machinery Ltd Woking Surrey 01483 764467 

Mist Irrigation System Controls Ltd Ringwood Hants 01425 474614 Pierre Vaughan Irrigation Sutton Coldfield W. Midlands 0121 354 5350 

Architectural Landscape Design Beckenham Kent 0181 658 4455 Golf Course Maintenance Stoneleigh Warks 01203 416271 
City Irrigation Ltd Bromley Common Kent 0181 462 4630 Ocmis Irrigation (Scotland) West Calder West Lothian 0131 220 2102 
Greenkeeping Services West Mailing Kent 01732 843969 Albourne Irrigation Services Hassocks West Sussex 01273 832233 
Autorain Ltd Preston Lanes 01772 611654 Flanderblade Irrigation Littlehampton West Sussex 01903 724545 
L S Systems Ltd Preston Lanes 01772 815080 Rainmaker Irrigation Co. Ltd Littlehampton West Sussex 01903 734524 
Glen Heat & Irrigation Spalding Lines 01775 722327 M.J. Abbot Ltd Salisbury Wiltshire 01722 716361 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, LOOK OUT FOR MORE EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FROM TONICK WATERING SOON. 

I b i i i c k / V W a t e r i i i g 
THE GREENKEEPER 'S FRIEND 

2, Prince William Close - Worthing - West Sussex - BN 14 0AZ 

Tel 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500 



Preparing 
for the... 

tOWlO/ 
... at Valderrama 

who cut greens so eight mowers. 
Eight with other regular jobs so 
eight other pieces of equipment. 

"People said it was ridiculous 
because the mower would only 
be working one week in two but 
the mowers have now lasted 
eight or nine years and are as 
good as new. They look after 
them, wash them and generally 
take an interest in their equip-
ment. It is an interesting concept." 

Walking around the course dur-
ing the maintenance period, 
despite the fact that work was 
going on and the sand had been 
removed from the bunkers it was 
still possible to imagine the Ryder 
Cup matches and what would be 
facing the likes of Colin Mont-
gomerie, Nick Faldo, Tiger Woods 
and Tom Lehman some three and 
a half months later... until we 
reached the 16th. 

Arriving at the end of the fair-
way we were met by the sight of 
the green staked out and in the 
very early stages of being com-
pletely relaid. 

"We are rebuilding all the 
greens to USGA spec," explained 
Mr Patino without a hint of con-
cern that had it been The Open 
and the UK that the same proce-

dure was being undertaken time 
would have been very much at a 
premium and the press would 
have been having a field day. 

Because of the climate and the 
labour intensive practices the 
green would be back in play in a 
couple of weeks. 

"We do the work in-house so 
the people who are putting them 
in are the same people who are 
going to be looking after them. 

"I follow all the pros recom-
mendations because on the whole 
they've been very constructive... 
Nearly all," he laughs as the cor-
rects himself. "I didn't take out 
the rough at the 17th," referring 
to the par-5 re-designed by Seve 
which although controversial is 
bound to be the scene of some 
significant action during the 
match. 

"I'm talking about people like 
Montgomerie, Langer, Faldo, 
Olazabal, Johansson and Fors-
brand - our own professional. 
They are good boys and have 
given us some good tips. 

"That's one of the reasons they 
like coming here because they 
know that every year they will 
find something better." 

Valderrama is also going to host 

the first green Ryder Cup. The club 
is the first European course to join 
the USGA-Audobon Cooperative 
Sanctuary Programme for golf 
course and Mr Patino works closely 
with the European Golf Ecology 
Unit headed by David Stubbs -
who captained the European Bird 
Watching Ryder Cup team which, 
with Valderrama as a key player, 
defeated the American team. 

Valderrama has set aside ten 
sanctuaries the wild area between 
out-of-bounds which provide an 
ideal habitat for wild flowers. 
During one of the course surveys 
78 species of birds, 11 mammals, 
four reptiles, three amphibians,20 
butterflies and three dragonflies 
were logged. Anyone attending 
the Ryder Cup will also see the 
wonderful display boards describ-
ing what Valderrama has to offer 
sited around the course. 

Aware of the need to improve 
greenkeeping knowledge in Spain 
he has introduced a scholarship 
to Michigan State University 
where he sends an English speak-
ing Spanish graduate on a two 
year course. They work here for 
six months in the winter to be 
sure he really wants to be a 
greenkeeper then when he comes 
back I find him a golf course. 

Although closely allied to the 
American system he has seen 
improvements in European green-
keeping in the last 12 years and 
he has some interesting observa-
tions of the differences on either 
side of the Atlantic. 

"It is a very respected profes-
sion in America but in Britain the 
greenkeeper is often not allowed 

in the clubhouse. This is beyond 
my comprehension. It is a highly 
professional and respectable 
career and it should be treated as 
such. 

"If that doesn't happen you 
won't be able to attract the best 
people but I do think improve-
ments are beginning to be seen. 

"The more it improves the 
more the quality of people want-
ing to do the job with improve. It 
is the best thing that can happen 
to the game. I think BIGGA is 
very important in the role it is ful-
filling." 

Hosting the Ryder Cup is a 
dream Mr Patino has fostered for 
some time. 

"In 1989 I started to think that 
it could become a reality and I 
think it will be a great thing for 
Spain.This part of Spain could be 
the Florida of Europe and if the 
Spanish do things well it is a 
great opportunity to promote 
themselves." 

When it is all over, and bearing 
in mind the Volvo Masters has 
moved to pastures new, what will 
he do then. 

"For nine years I've been privi-
leged to have the best players in 
Europe for the final event of the 
European Tour ever year. In the 
10th year I now have the best 
players in Europe and the best 
players in America. The only 
thing left is to get the best players 
in Europe and the best players in 
the rest of the world for a tourna-
ment. That is what I'm working 
towards." 

And you know. I think he'll just 
do it. 

"It is a very respected 
profession in America 
but in Britain the 
greenkeeper is often not 
allowed in the 
clubhouse. This is 
beyond my 
comprehension. It is a 
highly professional and 
respectable career and 
it should be treated as 
such." 



BTME 98 show 
space expands 
to accommodate 
extra exhibitors 
Almost at the end of summer 

and here at BIGGA headquar-
ters our sights are firmly fixed on 
winter as we work towards pro-
ducing the BIGGA Turf Manage-
ment Exhibition for 1998. 

Here at last we are able to 
reveal the plans for this show and 
the regular visitors among you 
will see that changes have been 
made. The most significant of 
those being the addition of a new 
Hall, a marquee (Hall G) situated 
at the front of Hall C. 

The success of the last show 
with a record visitor attendance of 
5,486 has resulted in many 
requests for more stand space 
from existing exhibitors and a 
growing list of companies wishing 
to at tend for the first t ime - Hall 
G has given us the opportunity to 
accommodate all these requests. 

There are at present 148 
exhibitors at tending the '98 show 
offering visitors the widest possi-
ble range of products and services 

for the fine turf professional. 
"We believe that in expanding 

into Hall G we have been able to 
increase the size of the show with-
out losing its unique atmosphere," 
said show organiser James 
McEvoy. 

New companies to BTME 
include Flymo, Olivers Seeds, City 
Irrigation, Bailey's of Norfolk, 
Verde Sports, Data Form, Par 4, 
Merrist Wood Golf Club and 
returning from a four year break 
Fairfield Turf Limited. When 
asked what had prompted their 
return, Ellis Cummins, from Fair-
field Turf, said: "I have been a vis-
itor to the show for the past two 
years and have been very 
impressed. 

"I feel we would be missing out 
on a great opportunity if we did 
not exhibit this time." 

There are limited spaces left so 
anybody wishing to exhibit at 
BTME 98 should contact Amanda 
Mayo on 01347 838581. 

WELCOME TO THE 1998 BTME QUIZ! 

Come to the 
show FREE! 

Here's part two in our competition where you as a 
Greenkeeper can go to BTME 98 ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

Together with the BTME, the Learning Experience 1998 will 
provide a varied and informative education programme. The 
workshop programme for 1998 once again includes the very 
successful golf course design and construction, and levelling and 
surveying, with the introduction of a NEW workshop on irrigation 
and drainage. 

All you have to do to stand a chance of winning one of the three 
superb prizes is to answer six questions - there were two last 
month, two is this issue, below, and the final two plus the entry 
form appear in October s issue. 

SEPTEMBER 
QUESTIONS 
1. Name BIGGA's Education Officer. 

2. Name the new workshop. 

Don't miss your chance to attend the largest Indoor turf management 
exhibition In Europe. 
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RAISISO IVIES CUBHMAN 

For more information about BTME 98 contact Amanda Mayo 
or James McEvoy on 01347 838581 

HOW THE SHOW IS SHAPING UP: THE ^ 
EXHIBITION PLAN SO FAR, OVERLEAF A 



Exhibition plan and guide to exhibitors to date: August 1997 
A1 NORTH WEST TURF A23 RANSOMES B7 AVONCROP AMENITY 
A2 WATERMATION A24 ROLAWN (TURF B8 YORK & MARTIN 
A3 ...GREENKEEPER SUPPLY CO GROWERS) LTD B9 KING'S HORTICULTURE 
A4 A25 HUXLEYS GRASS B IO TURF MANAGEMENT 
A5 OCMIS IRRIGATION MACHINERY B l l GREENTECH 
A6 ATTERTON & ELLIS A26 WIEDENMANN LTD B12 MULTI-CORE 
A7SPORTSGROUND IRRIGATION A27 SUPATURF PRODUCTS B13 TALBOT 
A8 AMENITY LAND SERVICES A28 SPORTSGROUND B14 MAJOR EQUIPMENT 
A9 PSD AGRONOMY IRRIGATION B15 HEPWORTHS 
AlO BRITISH SEED HOUSES A29 MARLWOOD B16 GROUNDSMAN 
A l l TOTRAX A30 AITKINS INDUSTRIES 
A12 - A14 KUBOTA A31 INTURF B17 COUNTY CROP 
A15 TURFMECH A32 VITAX LTD B18 
A16 FARMURA A33 RISBORO TURF B19 SYMBIO 
A17 JOHNSONS SEEDS A34 BOYD GOLF B20 CLEVELAND SITESAFE 
A18 BRITISH OVERHEAD A35 KUBOTA B21 GARFITTS 

IRRIGATION B 1 TACIT B22 ..SHARPES INTERNATIONAL 
A19 RITEFEED LTD B2 LEVINGTONS B23 MARTIN BROTHERS 
A20 BARENBRUG B3 M J ABBOTT B24 SAXON INDUSTRIES 
A21 ...RUFFORD TOP DRESSING B4 UNDERGEAR B25 OLIVERS SEEDS 
A22 .ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT B5 LINDUM TURF B26 GOLF SIGN COMPANY 

*OP AMENITY B27 PRIME WATERMAN 
RK & MARTIN B28 BETTER METHODS 
)RTICULTURE B29 LLOYDS & CO 
IANAGEMENT B30 STANDARD GOLF 
.GREENTECH B31 & B32 JACOBSENS 
.MULTI-CORE B33 & B34 MIRACLE 

TALBOT B35 LELY UK LTD 
! EQUIPMENT B36 PAR 4 
HEPWORTHS B37 TIL 
ROUNDSMAN B38 CHARTERHOUSE 

INDUSTRIES B39 ETESIA 
OUNTY CROP C I SWAN PLANT SERVICES 

C2 
SYMBIO C2A VERDE SPORTS 

ND SITESAFE C3 MOMMERSTEEG 
GARFITTS C4 ...INDUSTRIAL POWER UNITS 

rERNATIONAL C5 PERRYFIELDS 
N BROTHERS C6 TURFACTANT 
INDUSTRIES C7 EP BARRUS 

VERS SEEDS C8 WHITE HORSE 
BN COMPANY CONTRACTORS 

C9 ALLETT MOWERS 
C IO HEADLAND AMENITY 
C l l LINKS LEISURE 
C12 KAWASAKI 
C13 BOURNE AMENITY 
C14 COURSE CARE 
C15 
C16 BANKS AMENITY 
C17 COURSE WEAR 
C18 
C19 SOVEREIGN TURF 
C20 J D GREARSLEY 
C 2 1 HAYTER 
C22 FARM & GARDEN 

MACHINERY 
C23 TILDENET 
C24 NATURE FIRST 
C25 MAXICROP 
C26 HYDROSCAPE 
C27 HUMATE 
C28 SEWARDS 
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The must-not-miss dates for your diary: 
9am-5.30pm Wednesday 21st January 
9am-5.30pm Thursday 22nd January 
9am-1,30pm Friday 23rd January, 1998 
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EXIT f UP TO HALL C 

C29....ERIC HUNTER GRINDERS 
C30 ROFFEY BROTHERS 
C31 TONICK WATERING 
C32 & C33 JOHN DEERE 
C34 BLEC LTD 
C35 D W TOMLIN 
C36 BOUGHTON LOAM 
C37 TARMAC 
C38 NEW HOLLAND 
C39 
C40 SISIS 

EMERGENCY C41 HAYTER 

C42 PATTISONS 
C47 1.O.G. 
G6 
G7...NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION 
G8 STRI 

A DECADE OF SUCCESS 

a? / 

HALL E 

G9 ...BIGGA NORTHERN REGION 
G10...BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF 
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTORS 
Gil EURO-GOLF 
G12 PREMIUM CREDIT 
G13 ASSOCIATION OF GOLF 

CLUB SECRETARIES 
G14-15 BIOSEED 
G16....SEMINAR REGISTRATION 
G17 GOLF COURSE NEWS 
G18 
G19 GCSAA 
G20 
G21-25 .AMENITY TECHNOLOGY 
G26 BLAZON 
G27 ENGLISH GOLF UNION 
G28 TWOSE OF TIVERTON 

^ V Or Education programme 

^ i L Q- starts Monday 
0, CUM mN £j 

C f T ^ 19 January 

G30 COOPER PEGLAR 
G31 
G32 EAGLE PROMOTIONS 
G33 CITY IRRIGATION 
G34 WELSH COLLEGE 
G35 ....MYERSCOUGH COLLEGE 
G36 ..WARWICKSHIRE COLLEGE 
G37 HADLOW COLLEGE 
G38 ELMWOOD COLLEGE 
G39 CANNINGTON COLLEGE 
G40 REASEHEATH COLLEGE 
G41 ..ASKHAM BRYAN COLLEGE 
G42-45 MEDIA CENTRE 
G49-57 RIGBY TAYLOR 
G58 PAN BRITANNICA 

INDUSTRIES 
G59 

G60-61 GTC 
G62 LOGIC IRRIGATION/ 

T& G TURF 
G65 FORCE LIMOGRAIN 
G66 RHONE POULENC 
G67 BIGGA 
G68 HARDI 
G70 GEM PROFESSIONAL 
G71 RAIN BIRD 
G72 BRITISH INSTITUTE OF 

GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS 
G73 FLOWTRONIX 
G74 
G75 CAPRARI PUMPS 
G76 BAILEYS OF NORFOLK 
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Links: The perfect terrain 
Dr Tom Kavanagh has been a 
consultant to golf clubs for a 
quarter of a century. He has a 
special interest in links. 
Following early retirement 
from Kinsealy Research 
Centre in 1988, where he was 
Head of the Turfgrass Unit, he 
now advises courses 
throughout the Republic of 
Ireland as an independent 
consultant. 

Golf courses on dune sand are 
recognised as providing the 

best challenge for golf as well as 
the best all year round conditions 
for play. They have enormous 
advantages in the quality of the 
turf, always dry underfoot with 
contours shaped naturally by the 
wind and with a beautiful unique 
flora. Golf started in Scotland on 
seaside grazing land where sheep 
did the mowing as well as form-
ing the bunkers. As golf became 
popular, linksland was sought for 
golf courses but it was a scarce 
commodity. So golf migrated on 
to inland soil where greens were 

initially mowed out of fields, top-
dressed with sandy soil and 
eventually surrounded with 
mounds with possibly a bunker or 
two. All of that happened over a 
period of a hundred or so years. 
These kinds of greens could stand 
the use they got when golf was 
confined to one or two half days 
per week and membership was 
limited to a few professional peo-
ple. As the game became more 
popular, and particularly in the 
last decade, these inland clubs 
were faced with reconstructing 
their greens or moving to new 
sites. Now the clubs and the con-
tractors were faced with the high 
cost of having to import gravel 
and rootzone sand for green con-
struction. 

The position in links was quite 
different in that all materials for 
green construction were on site. 
But to understand how, even on 
links, drainage problems could 
occur in low fairways, one has to 
remember how links originated 
hundreds of years ago. Walking 
on a beach on a dry day, sand can 

be seen moving in waves along 
the beach, carried by the wind. If 
the day is very stormy, sand will 
even hit walkers in the face. Over 
centuries sand has been moved 
inland in this way, covering agri-
cultural fields. If these fields were 
free-draining, no waterlogging 
occurred in the sand but if the 
fields were marshy or peaty, the 
impervious nature of the underly-
ing bog could affect the sandy 
covering in lower areas. Also if 
the fields were at sea level or 
below at high tides, this could 
lead to ponding in the overlying 
sand. In this last case, raising the 
level of the sand is the only solu-
tion but in other cases drainage 
of the underlying bog might be 
possible sometimes even by cut-
ting through peat accumulations 
formed over many thousands of 
years to the mineral soil under-
neath. Sea water coming on to 
low lying parts of fairways in 
spring tides may cause no dam-
age because over many years the 
fescues and bents have become 
adapted to these conditions. 

The movement of sand on a 
beach depends on the strength of 
the wind and the size of the sand 
particles. Particles which hit a 
walker in the face have become 
airborne because they have a par-
ticle size below 0.1mm in diame-
ter. Particles which blow in waves 
close to the ground are in the size 
range 0.1mm to 0.5mm. Particles 
above 0.5mm simply roll along 
the ground. Sand blowing inland 
from a beach is trapped initially 
by shrubs and rocks. As more 
sand accumulates, vegetation, 
especially marram grass, develops 
in the sand. This grass which 
thrives in a moving sand situation 
traps the sand and thus a dune is 
formed which grows in height 
depending on the exposure of the 
site and the supply of sand avail-
able. In the west of Ireland 
courses such as Ballybunion and 
Belmullet have very large sand 
dunes. The majority of sand parti-
cles in the dunes will probably be 
in the 0.1mm to 0.5mm size. 
Sand covered areas behind the 
dunes become colonised by red 

INTRODUCING THE NEW GREENSMASTER 3 2 0 0 - D . 



fescues chiefly with a wide vari-
ety of wild flora which are so 
attractive in the rough on links 
golf courses. 

In designing a golf course on 
linksland the architect has the 
task of producing a challenging 
course with minimum alteration 

of the terrain. Where some modi-
fication of fairways is necessary, 
the original turf should be 
removed together with the 
attaching black sand which is 
usually not more than 150mm 
deep. This black sand is an 
invaluable and scarce commodity 

on links invaluable because of its 
lower pH, its organic content and 
its microflora. When modifica-
tions to shape the fairway have 
been made, these turves and 
black sand can be returned and 
rotovated into the surface in 
preparation for seeding. If the 

Ballybunion Picture: BRIAN MORGAN 

original turf and black sand are 
not saved when fairways are 
modified, alternatives are 
hydroseeding with a mulch of 
peat and woodpulp, or slurry or a 
chemical stabiliser such as poly-

SO QUIET, YOU CAN HEAR A PIN DROP. 
Early morning mowing is no problem for this 

greenkeeper. He knows there'll be no complaints 

about noise because he's opera t ing 

Greensmaster 3200. 

With an exceptionally quiet engine 

it maintains its power for a full day's work. 

An operator's dream, this new model is the latest 

in Toro's top-selling Greensmaster 3000 series. Its unique new cutting system 

gives a superb quality of cut. 

Floating cut t ing units follow ground 

contours like never before, while the ability of 

the cutting units to steer prevents sliding and 

scuffing when turning. Liquid cooled and 

diesel powered, it is exceptionally quiet, gives 

minimal vibration, comfortable seating and 

single joystick fingertip controls. ' new cutting system 

If you want to hear a pin drop, give us a call and 

we'll walk your course with you and recommend 

the best machine for your needs. 

You can trust Toro expertise and quality. 

Simply telephone 01480 476971 and we'll 

arrange for a local dealer to contact you. 
Bringing perfection 

to play. 

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, H U N T I N G D O N , 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167 
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Ballybunion Picture: BRIAN MORGAN 

acrylamide, but saving the turf 
and black sand is preferable as 
this method facilitates seedling 
establishment which can be very 
difficult on links due to wind 
blow. Organic sand also provides 
moisture retention and promotes 
deeper rooting. 

If greens can be mowed out of 
fairways with minimum modifica-
tion, all the better - these will 
have very natural contours.They 
will have a tough sward mainly of 
fescue if they have been grazed 
by sheep. If not grazed, a deep 
pile of moss, fescue and miscella-
neous weeds and sedges will have 
developed which treatment with 
ferrous sulphate and traffic will 
quickly reduce to a mowable con-
dition. Where major modifica-
tions are necessary, saving the 
original turf and underlying black 
sand is essential. These turves can 
be laid back on the modified 
ground preferably in their origi-
nal condition with black sand and 
roots attached extending up to 
150mm in depth. Obviously these 
cannot have been cut with a sod 
cutter but to have been dug out 
with spades. When laid back 
roughly and allowed to begin to 
grow, a mechanical compacter 
can be used to produce a reason-
ably smooth surface which will be 
further improved by repeated top-
dressing. This method of green 
construction and establishment is 
very successful. 

Links sand is usually limey due 
to the marine shell it contains. 

The amount of lime can range 
from zero to over 5070. Greens 
on courses with very limey sand 
usually suffer severely from Take 
All disease especially in their 
early years as a result of topdress-
ing with the sand or after hollow 
coring. Use of black sand for top-
dressing may reduce this problem 
because of its lower pH, its 
organic matter content and the 
microorganisms which it con-
tains. Wind blown sand coming 
on to greens from a beach or 
from bunkers can be another 
source of Take All. 

In recent years our 
changing climate has put 
a severe strain on links 
which had no irrigation 
arrangements on tees 
and fairways7 

Nutrition on links differs from 
that on inland courses in that 
care must be taken to preserve 
the links character by not over 
fertilising. Too high nutrition 
especially with nitrates and phos-
phates would favour annual 
meadowgrass invasion at the 
expense of fescues. Golfers tend 
to expect greens, tees and fair-
ways to have a rich green colour 
such as they see on tournament 
courses on television. However, 
aiming to produce such colour 

would damage links which should 
have a pale greenish brown over-
all colour typical of seaside links. 
Forcing green colour by fertilising 
will introduce annual meadow-
grass. 

Leatherjackets are usually 
abundant in links and can dam-
age fairways, tees and greens if 
not controlled. Crows and other 
birds can do severe damage 
searching for leatherjackets in the 
turf. An insect which is more diffi-
cult to control is the garden 
chafer. These occur in large num-
bers in uncompacted areas 
around greens, tees and bunkers. 
They damage the turf by eating 
the roots and birds searching for 
them do further damage. Chafers 
seem to have increased since per-
sistent insecticides were with-
drawn. Spraying as for 
leatherjackets does not seem to 
be effective because they are deep 
in the sand. When they emerge as 
beetles in late May or early June, 
spraying is more effective. 

In recent years our changing 
climate has put a severe strain on 
links which had no irrigation 
arrangements on tees and fair-
ways. Now such provision is stan-
dard particularly in the drier 
eastern coasts of these islands. 
However, in the interest of pre-
serving the links character, irriga-
tion should be restricted. Another 
climatic effect on links courses is 
the increasing occurrence of 
severe gales and the consequent 
erosion of the coast. Some clubs 

spend large sums on counteract-
ing erosion and these will be 
pleased at the prospect of getting 
financial assistance through 
recent EU directives on coastal 
zone management. The fore-
casted rise in sea levels due to 
global warming will be a topic of 
great interest to links early in the 
next millenium. 

Apart from the quality of links 
as golfing terrain, its flora is a 
major attraction. The number of 
flowering species is extraordinary, 
ranging from eyebright, lady's 
bedstraw, cowslip and birdsfoot 
trefoil to orchids, burnet rose, 
dwarf willow and gorse. More 
than 50 such species have been 
identified on one course. Need-
less to say, apart from daisy con-
trol on fairways, no broad leaf 
herbicide is used on areas of 
rough in these courses, undesir-
able weeds such as ragwort being 
controlled by hand rogueing. It is 
unlikely that further development 
of linksland for golf will take 
place because of EU habitat direc-
tives and establishment of Special 
Areas of Conservation. Sand 
dunes will undoubtedly be 
ranked as priority habitats. What 
restrictions will be placed on 
existing links courses, of which 
there are only about ISO in exis-
tence, remains to be seen. One 
restriction which will be neces-
sary whether from an EU direc-
tive or not is the limitation of 
traffic on these scarce and sensi-
tive areas. 
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O U R QUALITY IS O N COURSE 
No one can accuse John Deere of standing 
still. Since 1995, we've added 8 quality 
machines to our line. Another strong state-
ment about our commitment to your busi-
ness. New this year are the Turf Gator and 
220A Walk-Behind Greens Mower. 

The Turf Gator's unique combination of 
toughness and quietness make it perfect for 
the golf course. Toughness comes from uni-
body construction and one-piece forged 
axles. Quietness comes from a large volume 
silencer, internal sound absorbing mate-
rial, and golf-car-style transmission. ¡ | 

The 220A is the latest addition to John 
Deere's quality line of walk-behind greens 
mowers. 220A improvements include an iso-
lation-mounted engine for reduced vibration, 
improved operator-presence safety system, 
and an easier-filling grass box design. 

Add superior parts support and our 
existing line of quality mowers, tractors, 
aerators, root zone injectors and utility 
vehicles and you see why John Deere is the 
fastest growing golf and turf equipment 

name in the world. Talk with us soon 
^li for a first-hand look. 

NOTHING R U N S LIKE A D E E R E 

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG 13 9HT, Telephone 01949 863299 (answerphone) AD 
REF 
103 



Soften the blows 
with Bar Extreme. 

AD 
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When presentational appearance 
is paramount and the surface is 
most aggressively played, our Bar 
Extreme mixture will present an 
excellent quality playing surface. 

Barenbrug's breeders have 
combined the advantages of heavy 

duty perennial ryegrass with 
some remarkable fine turf 
characteristics to give tennis 
courts, cricket wickets, golf tees 
and fairways the edge. 

As with all 
Barenbrug 
mixtures, it 
contains 
varieties 

consistently 
rated in the 
top banding of 
the STRI list. 

• BARENBRUG 
Great in Grass 

Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021 
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Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones 
and Sands: 

• Own a quarry containing the highest quality 
Cheshire Silica Sand? 

• Produce all products to BS EN ISO 9002? 

• Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand 
which they produce, to ensure the highest quality? 

• Test every batch of Top dressing and Root Zone to 
assure you the consistency which you require? 

• Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of 
Top Dressing per day, so that you will not be let 
down at the busiest times of the year? 

• Use top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are 
in the right place, at the right time and without a 
mess? 

If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these, we 
would be delighted to. 

Please call 01270 765996 for prompt service and delivery. 

Arclid Quarry 
Congleton Road 
Sandbach 
Cheshire 
CW11 4SN mmjï 

Education 
Update 
BY KEN 
RICHARDSON 

I had hoped to have been able to give 
full details of the Finalists for this 

year's T0R0 Student of the Year Compe-
tition in this article. Unfortunately, this 
edition of Greenkeeper International went 
to press before we had chance to com-
plete the judging. However, the judges, 
Peter Mansfield, from T0R0 (Lely), Gor-
don Child, Vice Chairman of BIGGA and 
myself, thought that it would be useful to 
describe the process of selecting the 
National Finalists and to give some idea 
of what we, the judges look for. 

The organisation of each year's com-
petition begins as soon as the previous 
year's National Final has taken place, 
when representatives from T0R0, Lely 
UK and BIGGA meet to discuss the cur-
rent year's competition, to discuss any 
changes that are needed and fix the 
dates of Regional and National Finals of 
the next year's competition. The next 
step is the production of the Competition 
Leaflet, which contains the Competition 
Rules, a list of prizes, and the dates 
when entries have to be submitted. The 
prizes for this year's competition were 
slightly different to previous years as the 

How 
two runners-up now win a trip to the 
GCSAA show and conference, which will 
be held in Anaheim, California, in Febru-
ary 1998. The Winner, who becomes the 
TORO Student of the Year wins the 
TORO Scholarship, which includes; a six 
week turf management study course at 
the University of Massachusetts, visits to 
the TORO Company Headquarters in 
Minneapolis, the TORO Irrigation Divi-
sion in Riverside California and, if time 
permits, a visit to the Golf Course Super-
intendents Association of America Con-
ference and Show where he/she will join 
the two runners-up and his/her tutor. 
There is also the additional benefit of 
being named the TORO Student of the 
Year which is a major achievement to put 
on anyone's CV. I remember reading that 
if Margaret Thatcher were ever to look 
for another job then all she need write on 
her CV under achievements was Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom. TORO 
Student of the Year is not quite in that 
league but in the Greenkeeping Industry 
it would certainly open many doors. 

By this time any student reading this 
article must be asking "How do I enter 

Hard work, but enjoyable 
On July 27 I made my way to Edin-
burgh by train where I was joined 
by Peter Mansfield, the ever smiling 
General Manager of Toro Products, 
and BIGGA Education Officer Ken 
Richardson. Our mission was to 
interview all Toro Student of the 
Year nominations and pick the 
regional winners to go forward to 
the final at Aldwark in October. 

We spent all day Monday at the 
Royal Terrace Hotel meeting the 
Scottish entrants, leaving late after-
noon for the next day's interviews in 
Bradford. The journey was to prove 
a forerunner for the week ahead. 
Those of you who have been in 
Ken's company for long will know 
that he is an ex RAF man with many 
stories to tell, and as we sped 
through the scenic countryside of 
Scotland and Northern England, 
there seemed to be a never ending 
list of old RAF depots or places Ken 
had visited. Talking about them only 
served to refuel his tank and with 
the aid of a Maurice Chevalier 
lozenger to sooth the working parts, 
he was able to complete the trip 
with his voice intact. 

Down to the serious job of judg-
ing. The standard varied in all four 
venues but all had their highs. After 
Bradford, where we met the North-
ern nominees, we travelled south to 
Hemel Hempstead for the South 

East, then on to Cheltenham for a 
long day with the South West fol-
lowed by the Midlands. 

For the students to win nomina-
tions is an achievement in itself, but 
to reach the final and maybe to go 
on to win this prestigious award 
must give their career prospects a 
big lift. So it was disappointing to 
see some dressed more appropriate 
to a day digging ditches than an 
interview which could play a major 
part in their chosen career. I may be 
old fashioned but first impressions 
and presentation go a long way. 

The four days were hard and tir-
ing but very interesting with still one 
to go in Dublin. I am sure all the 
winners will make a very good close 
final at Aldwark. I must on behalf of 
all students of greenkeeping and 
BIGGA, thank Toro for their gener-
ous support to this competition. The 
winner will have the wonderful 
opportunity of receiving the Toro 
scholarship to the USA, where he or 
she will go to Massachusetts Uni-
versity for six weeks and visit the 
Toro factories and the GCSAA Con-
ference at Anaheim, California. The 
two runners-up will win a visit to the 
Conference and Show in Anaheim. 
For the ones who don't make it, the 
whole experience will I am sure 
enhance their greenkeeping career. 
Gordon Child 



to be a winner 
this Competition". The answer for 1997 
is that you are too late as the Competi-
tion is reaching its final stages. However, 
the leaflets for the 1998 TORO Student 
of the Year Competition will be available 
on the BIGGA and TORO stands at 
BTME in Harrogate, in January, and 
copies will be sent to colleges. All nomi-
nated students, who should be from 
N/SVQ Level 2/National Certificate/ 
Diploma Courses, must complete appli-
cation forms, available from BIGGA. 
Greenkeeping tutors must complete 
nomination forms for each student. 
Nominated students must be employed 
or at a college or be resident in the 
United Kingdom or the Republic of Ire-
land. Application forms normally have to 
arrive at BIGGA HQ by the end of May, 
when the entries are sorted into 
Regions ready for the Regional Finals 
which take place during late July. The 
panel of judges, normally comprising a 
representative from TORO, usually Pete 
Mansfield, from Lely UK, the Vice Chair-
man of BIGGA and myself, travel to 
each BIGGA Region and to the Republic 
of Ireland to interview each candidate 
and compare him/her against the others 
in that Region. This enables them to 
select six National Finalists. They may, 
also select up to two other National 
Finalists from those candidates who 
showed exceptional talent but has were 
not selected in a particular region. 
These National Finalist reassemble in 
October, usually at BIGGA HQ, although 
the 1997 National Final will take place in 
Harrogate, where a further set of inter-
views select the TORO Student of the 
Year. 

LETTERS 

No point 
I welcome the discussion in Greenkeeper 
International concerrimq the CONGU pro-
posal that distance points on tees shall be 
not less than four yards in front of the rear 
of the tee. It is a subject that requires airing. 

My own club Wetherby, is bounded by a 
river with a disused railway embankment 
running through the centre of the course. If 
this proposal is implemented it will create 
serious cost problems if we attempt to 
conform and if we fail it will lead to a 
reduction in the SSS. 

Similar to many clubs without any 
desire to produce a "Championship' 
course" the Committee has already max-
imised the available land to produce a par 
71 course of 6,235 yards with a SSS of 70. 
It is a good test of golf where position is 
more important than length off the tee. 

A survey of the tees has revealed that 
currently only two will conform to the four 
yard ruling, on five holes major tee recon-
struction will be required and on the other 

Many people, including Student of the 
Year candidates often ask "What makes 
a TORO Student of the Year?" There is 
no easy answer. The interviews are sub-
jective, candidates can react well at 
Regional Finals and not so well at the 
National Final and the overall standard of 
candidate varies from year to year. I 
suppose an easy answer would be that 
the judges select the candidate who they 
think will gain most from winning. The 
standard of greenkeeping skill and 
knowledge is defined by the requirement 
for the candidate to have or be working 
towards N/SVQ Level 2 or National 
Certificate/Diploma in Greenkeeping/ 
Sportsturf Maintenance/ Sporsturf Man-
agement but the level of skill and knowl-
edge varies between candidates as 
some have got more practical experi-
ence than others, some have been given 
more responsibility, some have had 
careers in other industries etc. The 
judges are, therefore, looking for 'that 
certain something' that puts a candidate 
above his/her peers. All candidates 
should remember that the Regional and 
National Finals are interviews therefore, 
as in any other formal interview, they 
should ensure that they arrive on time, 
that they are dressed in their "interview 
clothes", that they are clean and well 
shaven and that they understand the 
competition rules and prizes. The com-
position of the Interview Panel should 
give an indication of the subjects that 
will be covered eg Pete Mansfield may 
well ask questions about machinery, 
check the candidates understanding of 
the Competition and attempt to discover 
if the candidate will be able to cope with 

11 it is impossible to obtain the extra 
length, because the rear of the tee is either 
backing on to the river, a flood bank, 
ditches or neighbouring properties. At best 
the measured course will be reduced by 44 
yards with the result that the standard 
scratch has to be revised to 69, despite the 
fact that at considerable expense, a further 
28 yards is added to the playing length. 

We hold just one members' 36 hole 
Championship event a year, of whom per-
haps ten could be said to be in contention. 
There may be a professional event as well, 
but they play their events against par not 
the SSS, so what is the point of adding two 
extra yards on 18 tees for the average 
club? Although one can appreciate the 
logic of CONGU in respect of Champi-
onship courses who stage county and 
national tournaments, this ruling will do no 
more than increase handicaps for average 
club golfers as well as adding extra costs 
for tee construction, sign alterations and 
re-printing score cards and yardage charts. 
John Lelean, Chairman, Development 
Committee, Wetherby GC 

the, American Study Tour. The BIGGA 
Vice Chairman, Gordon Child, in 1997, 
may ask questions on the candidate's 
golf course eg the number of holes, the 
number of staff, the type of course, the 
grasses used on greens, tees and fair-
ways, health and safety, etc. I usually 
ask questions on BIGGA, education and 
training, future studies etc. We can all 
ask questions on general matters such 
as hobbies, sports, family and other 
activities outside work. 

Finally, we have to make some diffi-
cult decisions. All students nominated 
for the Competition have been selected, 
from a large number of college stu-
dents. This not only makes them all 
winners, but it also makes the final 
selection even more difficult. The final 
selection depends on candidates per-
forming well on the day of the Regional 
Final and then on the day of the National 
Final. Looking back over the years that 
this competition has been running, it is 
gratifying to note that all of the past 
winners not only coped well with their 
visits to the USA and proved to be good 
ambassadors for TORO, BIGGA and the 
greenkeeping industry but that they 
have also used their status to move up 
the greenkeeping career ladder. 

If you feel that you could gain from 
being a winner, that you could cope with 
flying to the USA, finding your own way 
to a university, two factories and a major 
greenkeeping show, all in different 
States and live with the publicity and 
status of being the TORO Student of the 
Year then watch out for the 1998 leaflet 
and make sure that your college enters 
you for next year's Competition. 

Courtesy call 
For many years now, BIGGA has cam-
paigned relentlessly to increase the profile 
and professional standing of Greenkeeping 
and its Association. 

However, after recently applying for 
numerous Head Greenkeeper vacancies 
advertised in Greenkeeper International, 
and the unprofessional lack of response or 
even the common courtesy of acknowl-
edgement, I wonder if the message has 
ever gotten through. 

Having discussed this issue with my 
colleagues, I was amazed to hear of similar 
cases and now believe that this is a fre-
quently occurring problem and one which 
should be addressed. 

I understand that BIGGA cannot be held 
responsible for such unprofessional behav-
iour, but believe that BIGGA, when accept-
ing advertisements from golf clubs, should 
stress the importance of proper protocol 
and the need for basic courtesy. 
Name and address supplied 

CAIRNDHU'S 
FASTER 

STRIKE-RATE 

Cairndhu Golf Club, set in 
rolling hills on the coast of 
Northern Ireland has had its 
problems with thatch, poa and 
waterlogging. Now though, 
it's mainly wear and tear and 
the odd disease that head 
greenkeeper Vincent Magi l l 
has to worry about. 

Last year he was among the 
first to try Fortiva coated seed, 
introduced to the Province by 
Elizabeth Wilson of JA 
Humphrey Agriculture. 

"We hollow-tined, top-
dressed and seeded three 
greens with a bent and creep-
ing red fescue Fortiva mixture," 
he says. 

"The Fortiva started to strike 
a lot quicker than any other 
seed I have used - particularly 
around the edges of the greens 
where wear was worst. After 
two weeks you could clearly 
see the newly established 
grasses. 

"It also helped obtain a good 
take, particularly of the bents, 
where Anthracnose had com-
pletely wiped out patches of 
meadow-grass. 

"I'm now going to start to 
use it on our tees as a divot 
mix, where I would expect even 
better results," he says. 

for further information and details of 
your nearest distributor, contact 

'Forces L- Incjrqtn 



You can9t beat the system 
Turf Irrigation Services (TIS) are 
specialists in providing irrigation 
and water quality management 
systems to the golf course, sports 
turf and landscape industry. 
As authorised Toro irrigation 
and Otterbine water aeration 
dealers, each company provides 
a wide range of design, 
installation and maintenance 
» v i c e s undertaken by a team of 
!j)erienced staff and engineers. 

When you have a need to discuss 
irrigation or water quality 

f management, call the experts. 

gn •Installation •Maintenance 

The ystem 
Scotland: 
TIS (Scotland) Ltd (01506) 857666 
N. England/S&W Midlands & Wales: 
TIS (Sandbach) Ltd (01477) 500255 
or (01939)210877 
Southern England: 
TIS (Southern) Ltd (01903) 859933 
or (01425)479232 

BANKING HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY 
THAI'S THE BEAUTY OF t NATIONAL 
When it comes to staying the course, you can bank on the Allen National range keeping you on the straight 
and narrow. The Allen National range of triple mowers - 68, 70 & 84 - are the only real choice for the 
professional on the tees and surrounds. And as for bunkers, they're no longer a hazard. The 68DL has 
transport speed, electric start and full width rollers. Banking has never been so easy. Ultimate 
manoeuvrability is par for the course with the new 70 with outfront cutters and hydrostatic drive. 
An 84 model is also available. 

T H E T R U E P R O . . . F R O M J U S T £ 4 , 6 2 5 *VAT 

c a l l 0 1 2 3 5 5 1 5 4 0 0 
N O W for details of your nearest 
dealer for a FREE, no obligation, 

demonstrat ion on the amazing ability 
of the National. 

ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT LTD, The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8ES England, Phone: 01235 515400 Fax: 01235 515401 AD 
REF 
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The tranquil Fota Island 
Golf Club, situated in Cork 

Harbour was the scene of activity 
when Hayter Territory Manager, 
Barry Halls delivered six Hayter 
Pedestrian Greensmowers. 

Course Manager, Steve Burn, 
commented that his team had 
chosen the machines after evalu-
ating them, and, being used to 

pedestrian machines were satis-
fied that the Hayter machines 
would meet the criteria. 

Fota Island is a traditional 
course with many challenging 
features, and is maintained to the 
highest standards all year round. 
Being host to many prestigious 
championships the need for the 
right machine is critical and sup-

plying dealers, Pat Geaney/John 
O'Flynn are confident that the 
Hayter Greensmowers will pro-
vide the desired finish for quality 
golfing conditions. 

Pat Geaney, of Geaney O'Neill, 
located in Glanmire Co Cork will 
provide service back-up. Being 
local to the club was obviously an 
important factor to Fota island. 

Four more courses are 
acquired by Americans 
American Golf (UK) Ltd has 
expanded its operations in the 
UK, adding a further four golf 
courses to its existing portfolio of 
five and expanding its territory to 
cover an area from Portsmouth in 
the South to Nottingham in the 
Midlands. 

American Golf is the largest 
golf course operator in the world 
with the head office in Santa 
Monica, Los Angeles and employ-
ing over 14,000 people world-
wide. Geary Leathers is 
Managing Director of the UK sub-
sidiary supported by Laurence 
Pithie who, as a Director of Main-
tenance, is responsible for the 
development and maintenance of 
its nine courses. 

"Historically American Golf 
have purchased Jacobsen equip-
ment and we have continued this 
association because the Jacobsen 
product range features quality 
equipment that meet our strin-
gent requirements for course 
maintenance. This together with 
their excellent after sales service, 
and their commitment to product 
quality ensure that we have the 
best possible packages to help 
provide quality playing facilities 
at all of our courses, said Lau-
rence. 

American Golf has agreed a 
provisional list of equipment 
including SV Workhorse Utility 
Trucks, Top Dressers, Bunker 
Rakes, HR5 111 Rotary Mowers, 

Greensking V and Tri King Mow-
ers in a £150,000 package. They 
currently operate a fleet of E-Z-
GO golf carts from leading hire 
specialists W.G Search Group. 

David Withers, recently-
appointed National Accounts 
Manager for Jacobsen, said, "We 
are obviously delighted to have 
secured this order from the 
largest golf course operator in 
the world. Globally American 
Golf has 270 courses and our 
range of equipment plays an 
inherent part in its maintenance 
systems. As an expanding organi-
sation we look forward to a long 
and mutually beneficial associa-
tion between our two compa-
nies." 

FLYING DIVOTS 
• Scotland's 
new Regional 
Administrator 
is former 
policeman 
Peter Boyd. 

Peter (50) 
served in the Strathclyde 
Police and the City of 
Glasgow Police for 30 years 
working latterly in the 
Administration Department 
while this year he has worked 
part time for the PGA Scottish 
Region as a Starter and 
Tournament Controller. 

No mean golfer, he has 
competed in the Scottish 
Amateur Championship and 
currently plays off a handicap 
of 3. He is a member of both 
Fereneze and Moffat golf 
clubs, being a past Captain 
and Greens Convener of the 
former and a Club Champion 
of the latter. He is also a keen 
gardener. 

He lives in Newton Mearns, 
near Glasgow with his wife, 
Eleanor, and they have two 
daughters, Lesley and Karen. 

Tm excited about my new 
role. It is so different from 
what I've done before but 
involves one of my great 
passions. I've really looking 
forward to getting to know the 
BIGGA members in 
Scotland," said Peter. 

Peter takes over from Elliott 
Small who, along with Edna, 
has done such a wonderful 
job as Scottish Regional 
Administrator over the years. 

The set of employed part-
time Regional Administrators 
is now complete with Peter, in 
Scotland, Douglas Bell, in the 
Northern Region; Peter 
Larter, in the Midlands; Paula 
Humphries, in the South West 
and South Wales and Derek 
Farrington, in the South East. 

Visitors get chance to see Huxleys machines in action 
Visitors to Huxleys' fifth annual 
machinery demonstration held at 
Alresford GC were treated to a 
display of professional equipment 
suitable for maintaining a wide 
variety of grass and turf surfaces. 

More than 100 visitors from 
golf clubs, local authorities, con-
tract organisations, sports clubs, 
colleges, parks and estates 
attended the event which featured 
many established products from 
the Huxley range as well as a 
number of machines making their 
first public working appearance. 
Accompanied by a commentary, 

machines were paraded in front 
of visitors before carrying out two 
or three working passes. At the 
end there was an opportunity for 
visiting greenkeepers, to try out 
the equipment for themselves. 

One machine which attracted 
close attention was the new Hux-
ley Greenstar greens mower 
which was making its public 
working debut at the event. The 
Greenstar has the distinction of 
being the only British-built ride-
on greens mower on the market, 
developed with considerable 
input from working greenkeepers. 



No netting used in the production of our turf 

SALES HOTLINES: ^ j g j f c 

Tel: 01603 746229 
Fax: 01603 746243 APPROVED TURF 

Mob: 0850 752744 AVAILABLE 

S O V E R E I G N TURF LIMITED 
FIR TREE FARM • BLAXHALL • W O O D B R I G E IP12 2 D X 
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dive dive dive 
p e r m e a 

turfgrass wetting 
agent 

p e n e t r a t e s i 
Jm unique dy 

infiltration techn 
p e r m e a t e penetrates through thatch and water repellent u 
soil layers to infiltrate the root zone optimising water 
penetration to critical depths. ( / m\* 
p e r m e a t e can be used as a single lasting application 
for long lasting results or as a managed programme 
throughout the year. 

p e r m e a t e is fully compatible with Alleviate tenside 
hydrophobe technology for the treatment of dry patch and 
water repellent soils. 
Developed and manufactured by: 
Service Chemicals pic, 17 Lanchester Way, Royal Oak 
Industrial Estate, Daventry, Northants, NN11 5PH. 
Tel: 01327 704444; Fax: 01327 871154 
email: servicechm@aol.com 
web pages; http://members.aol.com/servchemuk j 

unsurpassed technology * 
SERVICE 
CHEMICALS 

Dixon &Z Uiolliday £td. 
Unit 2, Sheppards Farm, Draycott Foliat, 

Swindon, Wiltshire, SN4 OHX. 
Telephone :- works 01793 741173, sales 01462 700547 

Facsimile: 01793 741020 

If you want a safe and easy way to mow banks 
and slopes , * or to mow small confined 
areas -

ofteva&n had 
faM cortfrioi -
^ ^zkcU o*t tAe 

(*uictu*te - and not <w, a tope, 
where he m<z<toeuowz(Utity (hziaKce 
- then you need the^Dixon LHolliday 
Knapsack Hover Mower 
A wide range of other heads allows D & H knapsack 
machines to trim, mow, hedgecut, cultivate and much more 

mailto:servicechm@aol.com
http://members.aol.com/servchemuk


UK Distributor for 
Toro Irrigation Products 

formation call 01425 

Fairy rings are 
widespread 
due to weather 
One feature of the '97 season has 
been the increase in fairy ring 
activity that has been reported on 
both fine and coarse turf 
throughout the UK. This increase 
seems to be across the range of 
different types of fairy ring and 
not just certain ones. For example 
on golf greens the traditional 
type one rings caused by Maras-
mius oreades have been equally 
prevalent as the superficial fairy 
rings or thatch fungi as they are 
sometimes known. 

According to Dr Neil Baldwin, 
Technical Service Manager for 
Service Chemicals the reason that 
fairy rings are so widespread this 
year lies with the weather. 

"The ring of toadstools pro-
duced by the fairy ring is the 
fruiting bodies which liberate 
spores into the air so the fungus 
can reproduce and move to new 
areas. To prevent it from doing 
this at the wrong time the fungus 
produces chemical inhibitors 
known as stalling substances 

which stop the production of toad-
stools," explained Dr Baldwin. 

"The weather this year has been 
characterised by dry and wet 
spells with most areas getting 
some heavy downpours. These are 
essentially the signal for fairy rings 
to produce its toadstools, which 
have been so evident this year. 

"In many cases the active fairy 
ring is also causing a good deal of 
water repellency in the soil which 
may be causing damage to the 
turf. Wetting agents can break 
this water repellency and thus 
help in fairy ring control," said Dr 
Baldwin. 

"The use of a full programme 
of wetting agents may have been 
furthest away from your thoughts 
with the very changeable summer 
but if you have continued to use 
wetting agents in a programmed 
manner then this will have 
helped to keep your turf in a 
healthy condition better able to 
withstand a dry or wet autumn," 
he added. 
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Seminar 
date set 
The South West and South 
Wales Regional Seminar in 
partnership with Rigby Taylor 
will again be held at Canning-
ton College on November 26. 

The programme includes 
papers by Cameron McMillan 
on "Golf Course Construc-
tion"; Golf Professional John 
Stirling on "The Course is only 
as Good as the Greenkeeper"; 
Jack McMillan on "The Impor-
tance of Course Maintenance"; 
Andrew Lawrence on "BIGGA 
Insurance and How it Works 
for You"; Rod Baker of Ama-
zone on "The Importance of 
Working with the Environment 
and How You Can Win a Presti-
gious Award" and Mick Bias-
dale, of Time/System UK Ltd 
on "Making the Best Use of 
Your Time". There will also be 
papers from student green-
keepers. 

Anyone wishing to book the 
seminar - members £15 non-
members £22 - should contact 
Regional Administrator Paula 
Humphries, Truants Cottage, Zeal 
Monachorum, Crediton, Devon 
EX17 6DF Tel: 01363 82777. 

Quality is 
rewarded 
Complete Weed Control (North 
Midlands) has been awarded the 
BS5750/IS0 9000 certificate. 

Said a delighted Alun Davies, 
pictured above: "We have always 
been proud of the service we 
offer our clients. Now with the 
award of BS 5750/ISO 9000, this 
has been confirmed by outside 
experts, who are used to judging 
service on a daily basis in a wide 
variety of trades and industries." 

Jim Simnett, who undertook 
the assessment for QMS Quality 
Management Systems Limited, 
paid particular tribute to "the 
investment in people and training 
that enables Complete Weed Con-
trol (North Midlands) to give an 
efficient service to their cus-
tomers. 
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Strcth A v r M a t u r e t u r f is harvested 
O A O T P

 i n t °
 STRIPS AND THEN AL* SOI* IS 

f V ^ K O O l l l i r r removed by the patented 

I deal for all sports: StrathAyr BAyr Root Turf washing 
G o If process. 

Football 
Athletics T h e resulting vegetative mat, free 

B o w l s of soil, has many advantages: 
Equestrian 

Cricket No impediment to drainage 
Rapid root development, 
quicker establishment 

No soil contamination 

Te n n i s 

Eliminates sheer plane, 

LIUMJM &duces 
Lighter weight 
Easier to handle & lay 

West Grange, Thorganby, York Y04 6DJ Tel 01904 448675 Fax 01904 448713 

advancing t u r f t e c h n o l o g y 

LATE EARLY 
Organic-based high potash foliar and root feed specially 
formulated to maximise turf quality and afford protection 
during over-wintering. Also provides early season treatment, 
encouraging spring growth, stimulating soil bacteria and 
enhancing colour. 3 x 20 litre containers treat one hectare. 

BARCROWN 
King of the Greens 

We may be biased but we 
believe that our Bar 2 mixture is 

c \ rightly regarded as the very best 
c:] for golf and bowls greens. 

The major reason is that it 
contains Barcrown, 
the outstanding / f • 
slender creeping / ^ 
red fescue ( — 
coupled with the 
brown top bents M \ y 
Heriot and Bardot. 
Barcrown is tolerant to close 
mowing, has good shoot density 
and disease resistance - there's 
nothing else like it. 

i As with all Barenbrug 
mixtures, it contains varieties 
consistently rated in the top 
banding of the STRI Turfgrass 
Seed booklets. 

BARENBRUG 
Great in Grass 

Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021 

Perryfields Holdings Limited 
THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE ^ * 

Tel 0 1 3 8 6 7 9 3 1 3 5 W 
Fax 0 1 3 8 6 792715 ^ j j jS 

• TOP RATED CULTIVARS 

• RAPID G E R M I N A T I O N 

• FREE NEXT DAY 

DELIVERY 

THE 
PROFESSIONALS 

** CHOICE 

CHOOSE THE 
RANGE OF 
AMENITY 

GRASS SEED, 
WILD FLORA 
FERTILISERS: 



ers' Guide The most cost-effective way of reaching readers of Greenkeeper 
International. Simply ring Amanda Mayo, Jenny Panton or James 
McEvoy on 01347 838581 and ask about an alphabetical 
category listing: the cost starts from as little as £28 per. month. 

Agronomy 
G R A S S S C I E N C E 

G O L F C O U R S E C O N S U L T A N T S 

• COURSE MANAGEMENT 
• IN-DEPTH AGRONOMY ADVICE 
• MANAGEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION 

AND RE-CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
• FULL ANALYSIS SERVICE 
F o r m o r e de t a i l s a n d a b r o c h u r e c o n t a c t : 

G r a s s GRASS SCIENCE 
s c i e n c e G a r s i d e S t r e e t 

Tel: 0 1 2 0 4 3 6 6 0 3 6 B o l t o n 
F a x : 0 1 2 0 4 3 8 5 2 7 6 B L 1 4 A E 

CftnUet* JAAIacIC 
consulting agronomist 

offers a practical and scientific 
approach to problem solving and 

an all-round service towards 
cost-effective golf course 

construction and maintenance 

Introductory visits without obligation 

25 Cheviot Close Tel/Fax 
Tonbridge TN9 1NH 01732 350351 

B Jamieson 
Golf Advisors Ltd 

Bruce Jamieson formerly Director of 
Agronomy with the PGA European Tour has 
now formed the above company offering 
expert advice on: 
• Golf course maintenance 
• Tournament preparation and presentation 
• Machinery selection 
• Budgeting 
• Staff recruitment 
• Soil and turf analysis 
Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
10 Ashlea, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9RQ 
Telephone 01256 760870 

P S D A G R O N O M Y LTD 
A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY 

SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB 
and GREENKEEPER 

• Contract Management of 
Extensions and New Courses 

• Site Management and Problem 
Diagnosis on Existing Courses 

• Technical Advice and Support 
all year round 

• Soil and Turf Analysis 
For further information contact: 

David Stansfield or John Hacker 
42 Garstang Road, Preston PR1 1NA 
Tel: (01772) 884450 Fax: 884445 i > 

HAVE YOU FOUND THE 
TINY £ 5 0 NOTES YET? 

Track them down and 
win a REAL £50 note! 

Get searching! 

Animal Repellents 
S C U T T L E 

For Humane Rabbit Control 

MAFF No. 04559 w 
A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

j m 
CONTACT US ON 

# 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

YOU'RE ONTO A WINNER WITH 
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL 

Find three tiny £50 notes 
- win a real one, for free! 
H E R E W E G O w i t h a n o t h e r c h a n c e t o W I N £ 5 0 w i t h 

G r e e n k e e p e r I n t e r n a t i o n a l ! 

A l l y o u h a v e t o d o i s t a k e a l o o k a t t h i s £ 5 0 n o t e 

s y m b o l . N o w l o o k t h r o u g h t h e a d s i n t h e B u y e r s ' 

G u i d e s e c t i o n a n d s p o t T H R E E o f t h e m - t h e y ' v e b e e n 

r e d u c e d i n s i z e , b u t t h e y ' r e t h e r e , s o m e w h e r e ! 

W r i t e d o w n t h e n a m e s o f t h e t h r e e a d s w h e r e t h e £ 5 0 n o t e s 

a r e l o c a t e d a n d s e n d y o u r e n t r i e s o n a p o s t c a r d t o : N o t e t h e N o t e s 

C o m p e t i t i o n , B I G G A , A l d w a r k M a n o r , A l d w a r k , A l n e , Y o r k , N o r t h 

Y o r k s h i r e Y 0 6 2 N F , t o b e r e c e i v e d b y f i r s t p o s t F r i d a y S e p t e m b e r 2 6 , 

1 9 9 7 . T h e f i r s t c o r r e c t e n t r y d r a w n a f t e r t h a t d a t e w i l l w i n £ 5 0 . 

It could be YOU! Enter today - and Note the Notes! 

Judges' decision is final. Not open to BIGGA staff. 

D e n n i s A r c h e r , C o u r s e M a n a g e r a t W h i t c h u r c h 

G C , w a s r i g h t o n t a r g e t a n d t h e l u c k y w i n n e r 

o f l a s t m o n t h ' s c o m p e t i t i o n - a c r i s p £ 5 0 i s o n i t s 

w a y , D e n n i s . I t c o u l d b e Y O U R T U R N t h i s m o n t h ! 

Animal Repellents Architects 

^AIRWAYS 
D I S C R E E T C O N T R O L 

CONSULTANCY 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING 

tfatt/te <Sc /Wofe* ... 
fr-oAfe-m / 

SPRINGER HOUSE • WINDMILL LANE 
KtMBLE • CIRENCESTER GLOS • GL7 6AN 

T E L : 0 1 2 8 5 7 7 0 9 1 9 
FAX: 0 1 2 8 5 7 7 0 9 1 0 

Amenity Spraying 
Talk To The Professionals First 

V e r t i d r a i n i n g • A e r i a t i o n • S e e d i n g 

• Fe r t i l i s i ng • T o p D r e s s i n g 

• C o n t r a c t S p r a y i n g • A l l l e a d i n g 

b r a n d s of S e e d s , Fe r t i l i z e r s 

& C h e m i c a l s 

H o w a r d S w a n M S C 

N i g e l H e n b u r y B . A . D i p . A r c h 

G o l f Course Architects 

Swan Golf Designs Limited 
T e l f o r d s B a r n , W i l l i n g a t e , O n g a r , 

E s s e x C M 5 O Q F , E n g l a n d 
Tel: 01277 896229 Fax: 01277 896300 

E-Mail: SwanGolfDesigns@btinternet.com 

A member of the 
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF ARCHITECTS 

€B 
Amenity Land Services Ltd 

Long Lane, Wellington, 
Telford TF6 6HA 

C o n t a c t : B r i a n W h i p p , J o n a t h a n C a n , D u n c a n B u r t o n 
Tel: (01952) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369 

If you wish to advertise 

your product or service 

under a heading of your 

choice call 

Amanda or Jenny 

on 

0 1 3 4 7 8 3 8 5 8 1 

WMDIMm® 
PROFESSIONAL PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

AND ASSOCIATED TURF SERVICES 

F O R A L L Y O U R S P R A Y I N G 
R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T e l : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 1 1 
F a x : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 2 2 

M o b i l e : 0 8 5 0 3 0 0 1 0 4 
Unit 12 Lindenhifl Road, Bracknell, 

Berkshire RG42 1UT. 
Weed Free' and the Daisy logo are registered 

Trade Marks 

B R I T I S H I N S T I T U T E O F G O L F 

C O U R S E A R C H I T E C T S 

Representing the leading European 
Practices in golf course design, working 

worldwide and offering professional 
services from initial site appraisals and 

feasibilities, conceptual designs, to 
detailed architecture, specifications and 
project management and construction 

design. 
Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon, 

Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE 
Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037 

Artificial Grass 
q 
H * 

Gabbotts Fa rm Barn, 
Bury Lane, Wi thne l l , 
Chorley, Lancashire * 
PR6 8 S W J 

Tel: 01254 831666 f 
Fax: 01254 831066 [ 

i • V E R D E T E E F R A M E 
I Steel platform, woven grass top. 

\ t V E R D E W I N T E R T E E 
»• Generous size, self-install kit. 

* • V E R D E D R I V I N G M A T S 
^ Top quality - Long Life - Best Pnces. 

] t A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S E S 

I t D R I V I N G B A Y S A N D N E T S 
{ For club and home use. 
4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE j 

BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 1 

i.: Please call for samples & information . & information | 

International 
G r e e n k e e p i n g ' s p r e m i e r 

p u b l i c a t i o n 

Ball Washers 
BAYCO 

C O U R S E 

A C C E S S O R I E S GC700 

i H 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
- , CONTACT US ON 

d 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Bio Stimulants 
R O O T S 

I F o r i n c r e a s e d r o o t d e v e l o p m e n t I 
I W i F T * 

¡ T 
«•* 5 " 111 Rye grass leaf 

E • • - - - and root growth. 
Yale University 

I Research 
a . . . •<• n i Studies. 

'.i '»»I • im« 

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

i T k 
- , CONTACT US ON 

i T k 
{ , 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Bridges 

i ¡ 1 TOTAL TIMBER ENGINEERING 

B R I D G E S 

Pedestrian and Vehicular 

R E V E T M E N T S 

S H E E T P I L I N G 

S H E L T E R S 

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS 
THE SHIPYARD, GAINSBOROUGH. 

LINCOLNSHIRE DN21 1NG 
tele phone (01427) 611800 fax (01427) 612867 

mailto:SwanGolfDesigns@btinternet.com


Secure sectional steel buildings in various sizes. 
• Machinery & equipment storage 

• Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage 
• Workshops • Tool sheds 

• Trolley stores 
• Temporary fencing & secure 

enclosures 
For FREE design service, quotation, 

brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW 

a 0 1 2 1 5 5 3 5 7 2 3 ( 2 4 h r s ) 
Elwell Buildings Ltd, 204 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich, 

West Midlands B70 9DE. Fax: 0121 5801172 

G r e e n k e e p e r s ' S t o r e s 
D r i v i n g R a n g e s 

C l u b H o u s e s 
• Machinery Storage 
• Maintenance Workshops 
• Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage 
• Offices and Staff Mess Rooms 

FREE initial designs and costings 

I v a n J C o o p e r L t d 
Steel Framed Buildings 

Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET 

Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662 

Bunker Rakes 
M E M B E R S B U N K E R R A K E S 

F R O M O N L Y £ 2 . 5 4 E A C H 
Strong construction complete with 

replaceable threaded handle 
12 for £2.99 each 
50 for £2.69 each 

100 for £2.54 each 
Prices are for complete rakes 

delivered free. 
Rake support pegs 70p each. 

M a d e in U K b y M W D y a s o n Ltd , 
6 / 1 0 H i t c h m e a d R o a d , 

B i g g l e s w a d e , S G 1 8 0 N H . 
Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186 

Chemical Disposal 
^ C H E M I C A L & E M P T Y ^ 

C O N T A I N E R D I S P O S A L 
A P R O B L E M ? 

E N V I R O G R E E N offer a Specialist 
Pesticide Disposal Service for both 
full and empty Container disposal. 

E N V I R O G R E E N L I M I T E D 
4 9 R i n g w o o d R o a d 

A l d e r h o l t , n e a r F o r d i n g b r i d g e , 
H a m p s h i r e S P 6 3 D F 

T e l : 0 3 4 5 1 2 5 3 9 8 
F a x : 0 1 4 2 5 6 5 6 2 6 0 

GRUNDON 

G r u n d o n c a n p r o v i d e s a f e 
d i s p o s a l f o r p e s t i c i d e s a n d 
h e r b i c i d e s a n d a l l c h e m i c a l 

w a s t e s . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n 
o n h o w G r u n d o n c a n h e l p 

w i t h y o u r " D u t y o f C a r e " 
t e l e p h o n e 0 1 4 9 1 8 3 4 3 1 1 

Construction 
RD J O N E S & S O N S 
G O L F C O U R S E C O N S T R U C T I O N 

Design, Construction and 
Refurbishment Specialists 

Cae Coch Farm, Whitford, Flintshire, 
North Wales CH8 9EP 

Tel: 01745 561761 Fax: 01745 561988 MEMBERS OF BIGGA 

J. & E. ELY 
GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION 
Reading, Berks 

Tel/Fax 0118 972 2257 

C O N T A C T T H E 
P R O F E S S I O N A L S 

Jonathan Franks, Secretary, 
BAGCC, 37 Five Mile Drive, 

Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8HT 
la) T e l / F a x : ( 0 1 8 6 5 ) 5 1 6 9 2 7 

CONTOUR 
GOLF • L IM ITED 

Construction of new golf development 
and upgrading of existing courses 

T e l : 0 1 3 2 7 8 7 9 4 6 4 
M o b i l e : 0 3 8 5 2 7 2 9 3 5 

Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry, 
Northants NN11 4QS 

Irish Office: 026 471 83 

CJ. Collins 
Construction 

Golf Course Contractors 

T e l : 0 1 4 4 4 2 4 2 9 9 3 
F a x : 0 1 4 4 4 2 4 7 3 1 8 

\ Burgess Hill West Sussex 

G • 0 • L • F 
LANDSCAPES 
L I M I T E D 

A S H W E L L S ROAD, BENTLEY 
BRENTWOOD, ESSEX CM15 9SR 

T E L : ( 0 1 2 7 7 ) 3 7 3 7 2 0 
F A X : ( 0 1 2 7 7 ) 3 7 4 8 3 4 

H A V E Y O U F O U N D T H E 
T I N Y £ 5 0 N O T E S Y E T ? 

Track them down and 
win a REAL £50 note! 

Get searching! 

GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION 

Woodlands, Ellis Road, Boxted, 
Colchester, Essex C 0 4 5RN 

Tel: (01206) 272834 Fax: (01206) 272104 

. P> . 28 PUMP LANE 
A r t j n g t o n HORNDEAN 

WATERLOOVILLE 
HAMPSHIRE 
P08 9TS ENGLAND 
T/F: (01705) 592390 

Update Your Existing Course By: 
T E E E X T E N S I O N S 

G R E E N R E - M O D E L L I N G 
B U N K E R A L T E R A T I O N S 

D R A I N A G E 
a l s o N E W C O U R S E 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

A New Company...For Your Golf Course 

Offering design and build remodels 
Experienced Designers 
Quality Construction 
Fixed Price 

Philip Home, Stamford Road, Bowdon, 
Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 2JU 
Tel: 0161 929 8600 
Fax: 0161 929 5060 

Specialist Contractors 
for the 

Construction 
of New 

Golf Courses 

J D G R E A S L E Y L I M I T E D 
"Ashfield House" 1154 Melton Road, 

Syston, Leicester LH7 2HB 
T e l e p h o n e 0 1 1 6 2 6 9 6 7 6 6 

F a x 0 1 1 6 2 6 9 6 8 6 6 

Cockleshells 

WASHED 
COCKLESHELLS 

D e l i v e r e d N a t i o n w i d e 
B r i t a i n ' s N o . 1 S u p p l i e r 

PHOENIX 
PATHWAYS 

Tel: 01229 468001 
Fax: 01229 468002 

BAILEYS OF NORFOLK 
Washed Cockleshells 
Delivered Nationwide, Competitive Prices 

Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich, 
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607 

Mobile: 0850 353603 

Course Equipment 

IRELAND'S LEADING GOLF 

COURSE EQUIPMENT & 

ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER 

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N 
T E L : ( 0 1 2 4 7 ) 2 7 1 1 6 3 
F A X : ( 0 1 2 4 7 ) 4 7 1 1 3 6 

C O U R S E 
A C C E S S O R I E S 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
0 CONTACT US ON 

f 0118 951 0033 

Lockon to Tacit's new Flagstick 
with Anti-wear Ferrule. 

W h e n used in conjunction with 
Tacit's quality Holecups, it will 

prolong the life of the Flagsticks 
and so keep them upright 

longer. 

For further details contact: 

-TACIT* 
Golf Course Equipment Manufacturers 

Tel: 01788 568818 
Fax: 01788 537485 

Drainage 
Duncan Ross, 

L i m i t e d 

S P O R T S T U R F D R A I N A G E S P E C I A L I S T S 
* Latest Sportsturf Trenching Machine 
* Verti Draining * Sand Slitting 
* Gravel sanding •* Top Dressing 

* Overseeding 
Design Installation and Maintenance service 

Tel /Fax: 01257 255321 
Shevington, Wigan, Lanes 

S T E V E N I P A S K 
L I M I T E D 

Drainage and Sandslitting 
Verti-Draining 2.5 & 1.5 Metre 
Ryan GA30 and Amazone sand 

Spreader Hire 
Tee, Green and Bunker 

Construction/Re-Modelling 
Tel: 0 1 5 2 9 4 5 5 7 5 7 

BARRY F COOPER 
& ASSOCIATES 

G O L F C O U R S E D R A I N A G E 
C O N S U L T A N T S 

C O M P L E T E S C H E M E 
D E S I G N A N D S U P E R V I S I O N 

6 1 S t a t i o n R o a d , G r e a t B o w d e n , 
M a r k e t H a r b o r o u g h , 

L e i c s L E 1 6 7 H L 
T e l : 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 7 6 8 4 
F a x : 0 1 8 5 8 4 3 3 9 4 2 

Buildings 



Drainage. 
Sand Slitting. 
Vertidraining. 

Established 42 years 

O N G A R , E S S E X 
0 1 2 7 7 8 9 0 2 7 4 

D R A I N A G E 
AND 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 
OXFORD 

Tel: 01865 736272 Fax : 01865 326176 

S p e c i a l i s t s i n l a n d d r a i n a g e , 

g o l f c o u r s e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d 

m a i n t e n a n c e 

M J A B B O T T L I M I T E D 

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5EB 

Tel: 01722 716361 • Fax: 01722 716828 

• V e r t i d r a i n \ • T o p - d r e s s i n g 
• L a n d D r a i n a g e * O v e r s e e d i n g 
• A l l t y p e s o f c o n s t r u c t i o n 

( 01734 )795454 
W i n n e r s h , R e a d i n g , B e r k s h i r e 

THIS SPACE 
COULD BE 

WORKING 
FOR 

YOU ! 

AGRIPOWER 
L T D . 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

D r a i n a g e 

S t o n e P i c k i n g 

V e r t i - D r a i n i n g 

Tel: (01494) 866776 

S L E A T H & S O N 
S P O R T S T U R F D R A I N A G E 

Full range of modern equipment providing 
UK and European service 

C o n t a c t G e o f f S l e a t h 
Te l : ( 0 1 7 0 9 ) 8 6 2 1 0 9 F a x : ( 0 1 7 0 9 ) 8 6 2 0 7 5 

Driving Range Equipment 

RANGE SERVAM 
G O L F R A N G E E Q U I P M E N T 

B a l l D i s p e n s e r s , C o l l e c t o r s 

a n d W a s h e r s . P l a y O f f M a t s 

a n d W i n t e r T e e M a t s 

A U T O M A T I C T E E - U P U N I T 

Tel/Fax: 01923 263777 
a t A b b o t t ' s Toolhire, H e m p s t e a d Road, 

H u n t o n Br idge , W a t f o r d . H e r t s W D 1 3NJ 

Environmental Monitoring 
T H E FULL RANGE OF 
INSTRUMENTATION 

D o y o u n e e d t o m e a s u r e 
• So i l /Wa te r ph • Ra in Fal l 

• W i n d S p e e d 
• So i l /Wa te r T e m p e r a t u r e 

• A i r T e m p e r a t u r e / P r e s s u r e 
• Re la t i ve Humid i t y 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

0 CONTACT US ON 

( i 0118 951 0033 

Enviromental Products 

f a i m u i a 
S t o n e H i l l , E g e r t o n , A s h f o r d , 

K e n t T N 2 7 9 D U 
T e l : 0 I 2 3 3 7 5 6 2 4 1 F a x : 0 1 2 3 3 7 5 6 4 1 9 

Fertilisers 

Fertiliser Spreaders 

T h e c o m p l e t e r a n g e o f 
P r o f e s s i o n a l R o t a r y a n d 

D r o p S p r e a d e r s 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

CONTACT US ON 

0118 951 0033 

Fountains 

Fountains 
F o r a l l y o u r f l o a t i n g f o u n t a i n a n d 

a e r a t o r r e q u i r e m e n t s , c o n t a c t 
S . G . I . S a l e s . A s k f o r d e t a i l s o f o u r 

l a r g e r a n g e f o r f u n c t i o n a l a n d 
d e c o r a t i v e d i s p l a y s . 

S.G.I. Sales 
6 S t u a r t R o a d , 

M a r k e t H a r b o r o u g h , 
Leics LE16 9 P Q 

Tel: 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 3 1 5 3 
F a x : 0 1 8 5 8 4 1 0 0 8 5 

Grass Cutting Equipment 

SAVE 
MONEY! 

EX DEMONSTRATION 
AND TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED 
GOLF COURSE MACHINERY AVAILABLE 
FROM STOCK 

C T f f f n J A C O B S E N 

B E A V E R 

^ R O Y E R 

R Y A N H A Y T t R 

S i S I S C U S H M A N 

VERTIDRAIN 

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY ARRANGED 
Phone for a M catalogue NOW 

G R K E N S W A R D KN<J. C O . Manor Farm, 
Otlev Kd, Add, Leeds LS16 7AL. Tel: 0113 267 MMM> 

Grass Seed 

f o r 
P R E - G E R M I N A T E D G R A S S S E E D 
" L I Q U I D S O D " S P R A Y O N G R A S S 

T O P D R E S S I N G S 
G R A S S S E E D 
F E R T I L I S E R S 
H E R B I C I D E S 

H O R T I C U L T U R A L P R O D U C T S 
a n d 

A l l T u r f c a r e M a t e r i a l s 

D r o m e n a g h F a r m , 
S e v e n h i l l s R o a d , I v e r H e a t h , 

B u c k s S L 0 0 P A 
T e l : 0 1 8 9 5 8 3 4 4 1 1 

F a x : 0 1 8 9 5 8 3 4 8 9 2 

Irrigation 

T . & G . T U R F 
I R R I G A T I O N S E R V I C E S 
38 Hal fpenny Lone, K n a r t i b o r o u g h , 

North Yorkshire HG5 ONS 

Tel & Fax: (01423) 864963 
Full member of B.T.L.I.A. 

D e s i g n , b u p p i y . i n s t a l l a t i o n , s e r v i c e . 
F r o m fu l l s y s t e m s to i m p r o v e m e n t s 

o n p r e s e n t s y s t e m s a n d s e r v i c e . 
Phone Now to find out how you can 

S a v e M o n e y . ' 
P h o n e / F a x : 0 1 4 0 5 8 1 4 8 8 9 Of f ice 

M o b i l e 0 4 2 1 5 7 8 8 2 8 
^ o m 11 lot e w v a ^ e e l v v l u r t w « f vAp! 

H H 
S u p p l y , i n s t a l l , u p g r a d e 

a n d r e p a i r 

P l o w s a n d t r e n c h e r s f o r 

s a l e / h i r e 

I r r i g a t i o n a n d D r a i n a g e 
S e r v i c e s L t d 

T e l : 0 1 6 3 3 8 9 3 1 1 9 

Cameron 
I R R I G A T I O N 

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment 

to Golf Courses, Bowling Greens, 

Landscapes, Horticulture. 

'Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment. 

* Existing Systems renovated and upgraded. 

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

Call now for your Irrigation needs. 

Cameron — ( M a c p e n n y ) 
Unit 17-18 High down Industrial Estate, 

Ringwood, Hants. BH24 1ND 

Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425 ) 471296 

Auto House, Ashtree Works, Mill Road, 

Barnham Broom, Norfolk NR9 4DE 

Tel: 01603 759701 Fax: 01603 758200 

Call now for all your water requirements on 
commercial landscaping, golf courses, sports 

grounds, bowling greens, private gardens. 
four complete independent irrigation specialists 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s , d e s i g n e r s 

a n d i n s t a l l e r s o f 

GOLF COURSE 
IRRIGATION 

FOR 27 YEARS 
T o n g h a m R o a d , A l d e r s h o t , 

H a n t s G U 1 2 4 A A 

T e l : 0 1 2 5 2 3 3 6 8 3 8 

F a x : 0 1 2 5 2 3 3 6 8 0 8 

I n s t a l l a t i o n 
S a l e s 

& S e r v i c e 
N . E . England, Yorkshire, 

N . Lines, N . Dertoys, N . & S , H u m b e r s i d e 
C o n t a c t : E B & L S i m m s 

Te l : ( 0 1 7 6 5 ) 6 0 2 1 7 5 F a x : ( 0 1 7 6 5 ) 6 0 3 4 8 8 
P a r 4 , U n i t 1 8 , C a m p h i l l C l o s e , 

D a l l a m i r e s L a n e , R i p o n , 
N Y o r k s H G 4 1 T T 



Manufacturers & Distributors of 
quality irrigation equipment 

• EICON radio remote control for 
TW2-1 and TW2-4 
• AQUARIUS 2 PC based control 
system, runs in Windows 95 
• LOGIC decoders, compatible 
with TW1 or TW2, 3 year warranty, 
lightning protection included. 
Multiway outputs, up to 4 valves. 

f rom £18 .00 per stat ion 

T e l : 0 1 4 9 1 8 3 7 4 5 5 

B R I T I S H O V E R H E A D 
I R R I G A T I O N L I M I T E D 

Tel: (01932) 788301 
Fax: (01932) 780437 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION 

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND 
COMPLETE PROJECTS 

BEST BUY B.O. I .L. 
E X P E R I E N C E - E X P E R T I S E 

C A R E - S E R V I C E 
s i n c e 1 9 2 3 

Founder Member BTLIA 

H E M E L H E M P S T E A D 
Tel: 01582 842800 Fax: 01582 842900 

L I T T L E H A M P T O N 
Tel: 01903 859933 Fax: 01903 859958 

R I N G W O O D 
Tel: 01425 479232 Fax: 01425 472380 

S A N D B A C H 
Tel: 01477 500255 Fax: 01477 500633 

S H R E W S B U R Y 
Tel: 01939 210877 Fax: 01939 210890 

SCOTLAND LIMITED - BROXBURN 
Tel: 01506 857666 Fax: 01506 857722 

A Nat ionwide 
Irr igation Serv ice 
A well designed and installed irrigation system 
s a vital component to a successful project. 
OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems for 
sportsground, recreational, amenity and 
landscape areas. 
We offer comprehensive expert consultations, 
designs, quotations, manufacture, supply, 
installation and service. 
OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of 
quality irrigation equipment for every 
requirement. 
R e g i o n a l o f f ices t h r o u g h o u t t h e U K 
For fu r ther i n f o r m a t i o n con tac t 
H e a d Of f ice o n 0 1 4 6 0 2 4 1 9 3 9 

O C M I S 
Muckner H l l l l t C T 

D e s i g n a n d s e r v i c e y o u c a n t r u s t 

— D E C I D E A F T E R -
T A L K I N G T O US... 

As Europe's most experienced 
independent consultants we are always 

ready to help you with advice on all 
aspects of irrigation related matters. 

PO BOX 1192 
Fordingbridge 
Hants SP6 1YD 

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS England 

Tel: (01425) 652087 Fax:(01425) 652476 

M J A B B O T T L I M I T E D 
Design, supply and installation of 

RA/N^Bmd 
Irrigation Systems 

Tel : 0 1 7 2 2 7 1 6 3 6 1 

Hunter 
The Irrigation Innovators 

Phone or Fax for your list of 
Hunter Dealers 

throughout the UK and Ireland 
Sportsground Irr igat ion C o . 

T e l : 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 3 1 5 3 
F a x : 0 1 8 5 8 8 1 0 0 8 5 

A u t o m a t i c W a t e r i n g 
S y s t e m s fo r S p o r t s 
and Leisure Grounds 

• Designed • Supplied • Installed 

I GLEN HEAT I IRRIGATION 
P i n c h b e c k , S p a l d i n g , L i n e s . 

I f l U R Tel: ( 0 1 7 7 5 ) 7 2 2 3 2 7 
I V U l Fax : ( 0 1 7 7 5 ) 7 2 5 4 4 4 

IRRIGATION CONTROL 

DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALL, SERVICE 

INSTALLING THE WORLD'S 
FINEST IRRIGATION PRODUCTS 

Area dealers for: 
H l l l l t e r and W e a t h e r j ^ j m a f i c , 

WINSFORD CHESHIRE 
Tel: 01606 558 927 
F a x : 01606 862 882 

Irrigation Systems 
j P & Equipment 

For all your irrigation 
requirements, whether a new 

installation or system 
refurbishment - contact us now for 

a free survey, design and 
quotation. 

I .L .S . I r r iga t ion S y s t e m s & 
E q u i p m e n t , O u n d l e R o a d , 

L u t t o n , P e t e r b o r o u g h P E 8 5 N D 
T e l / F a x : 0 1 8 3 2 2 7 2 4 5 0 

W A R D L E A S S O C I A T E S 
I N D E P E N D E N T 
I R R I G A T I O N 
C O N S U L T A N T S 
Object ive, practical 

and non-part isan advice 

Feasibility Studies, Performance Specs, 
Design and Project Management 

Giles Wardle BSc. MSc. MIAgrE. 
Unit 6, Lichfield Auction Centre 

Fradley Park, Lichfield WS13 8NF 
T e l & F a x : 0 1 5 4 3 4 1 1 7 7 1 

I R R I G A T I O N 
Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses, 

Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture. 
• Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment 

* Existing Systems renovated and upgraded 
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

Call now for all your Irrigation needs. 
MISC LTD, Unit 18, Hightown Industrial Estate, 

Ringwood, Hants BH241ND 
Tel : ( 0 1 4 2 5 ) 4 7 4 6 1 4 F a x : ( 0 1 4 2 5 ) 4 7 1 2 9 6 

N O R T H S T A F F S I R R I G A T I O N 

D E S I G N A N D I N S T A L L A T I O N 
B Y A N I N D E P E N D E N T , 

F A M I L Y C O M P A N Y 
T e l : 0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 o r 

T e l / F a x : 0 1 7 8 2 3 9 5 7 3 4 

HIGH RELIABILITY 
D E C O D E R S 

E q u i v a l e n t t o W a t e r m a t i o n , C I C , 
W r i g h t R a i n , P r i m e t i m e , R o b y d o m e , 

T O R O a n d ISI 
• No switches, more reliable 
• 3 y e a r w a r r a n t y 
• Multi-outputs available 
• Low cost address programmer 
• Competitively priced 

TONICK WATERING 
Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500 

A s s o c i a t e M e m b e r of B T L I A 

Irrigation Pumps 
P E T E M O L D P U M P S 

NATIONWIDE SPECIALISTS 

SUPPLIERS - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

OF IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 

TO GOLF COURSES, BOWLING GREENS, 

LANDSCAPES AND HORTICULTURE 

EXISTING SYSTEMS RENOVATED 

AND UPGRADED 

Tel: 01908 511255 Fax: 01908 511288 

G R U N D F O S 

• Borehole pumps for water 
supply 

• Pressure boosting pumps for 
Irrigation 

• Heating & Hot Water Service 
pumps for clubhouses 

F o r d e t a i l s of d i s t r i b u t o r s a n d i n s t a l l e r s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e U K f r e e p h o n e G r u n d f o s 

o n 0 5 0 0 0 0 2 6 2 1 

Lake Construction/Liners 

G T G R O U P 
LEAST COST 
W A T E R P R O O F I N G OF 
L A K E S A N D RESERVOIRS 
- using lining membranes and associated 
geosynthetic materials. 
• Comprehensive service available to 
owners/architects/consultants and contractors. 
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wisfon Road, 
Nayland, COLCHESTER C 0 6 4LT 
For technical and sales enquiries 
Tel: ( 0 1 2 0 6 ) 2 6 2 6 7 6 
Fax: ( 0 1 2 0 6 ) 2 6 2 9 9 8 

- F I R S T - I N - L I N E -
Lining specialists 

Ponds • Reservoirs • Lakes 
Golf Water Features 

Tel: 01794 390708 
Fax: 01794 390183 

Lake Management 
C R Y S T A L C L E A R W S P 

100% Biological Control of 
Algae with additional benefits of 

increased water clarity. 

L A K E C O L O R A N T W S P 
Create a natural blue colour to 

your lakes, water hazards, ponds 
with the ease of WSP packets. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT US ON 

( 0 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Liquid Fertilisers 
S p o o n f e e d y o u r t u r f 
t h i s s u m m e r f o r l e s s 

s C S S J I t h a n £ 5 0 p e r 
h e c t a r e . 

»Bent Grass Special 
2 8 - 8 - 1 8 

= = • Zero Phosphate Special 
H M E 9 25-0-25 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT US ON 

1 1 1 8 9 5 1 0 0 3 3 

Mower Spares 
M O W E R A C C E S S O R I E S 

L T D 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s of h i g h 
q u a l i t y l a w n m o w e r 

b l a d e s a n d c y l i n d e r s . 
S u p p l i e r s of s p a r e s a n d 

a c c e s s o r i e s . 
6 5 F o r n c e t t S t r e e t 

Sheff ie ld S4 

Tel: 0114 276 5825 
Fax: 0114 276 5855 

S u p e r s c r e e n e d S p h a g n u m Peat 
for Gol f C o u r s e C o n s t r u c t i o n 

a n d M a i n t e n a n c e 
# Conforms to BS4156 
# Weed and Pathogen Free 
# Provides quick and even establishment 
# Excellent water retention during dry periods 
# Reduced risk of dry patch 
# Consistent quality for easy handling and 

mixing 
# Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide 

Finnfibre Horticulture Ltd 
Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road, 

East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1AW 
Tel: 0 1 9 0 3 859555 Fax: 0 1 9 0 3 8 5 9 6 6 6 

Pest Control 
P E S T C O N T R O L S E R V I C E S 

Arch Cottage, Bulmer, York 
R A B B I T S M O L E S S Q U I R R E L S 

Jess Yorkshire 01653-618 763 
Les Humberside 01652-659 308 
Neil Newcastle 0191-489 0690 

ph Control 

ZEPHYR 
WATER TREATMENT LTD 

ph and chlorine control for turf quality 
improvement. Individually designed and 

installed dosing system for 
irrigation applications. 

23 Brassmill Enterprise Centre, 
Brassmill Lane, Bath, Avon BA1 3JN 

Tel: 01225 334838 Fax: 01225 442028 

East Midlands Area 
Installation, Sales and 

Service 
Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR 

T e l : ( 0 1 7 7 7 ) 8 1 7 4 1 0 



HAVE YOU FOUND THE 
T INY £ 5 0 NOTES Y E T ? 

T r a c k t h e m d o w n a n d 
w i n a R E A L £ 5 0 n o t e ! 

Get searching! 

Water Quality Control 
pH and chlorine control and dosing systems for 
your irrigation water, for improved turf quality. 

Nationwide installation and commissioning 
service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes 

STRANCO LTD. 
17 Apex Park, Hailsham, East Sussex. 
Tel 01323 441744 Fax 01323 441611 

Greenturf Systems 
for p H Control us ing 

" P H A I R W A Y " solution 
Contact: 

S.G.I. Sales 
6 Stuart Road , 

M a r k e t H a r b o r o u g h , 
Leics LE16 9 P Q 

Tel: 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 3 1 5 3 
Fax: 0 1 8 5 8 4 1 0 0 8 5 

FREE SOIL A N D WATER TESTING 

Railway Sleepers 

RAILWAY 
SLEEPERS 

For keen prices contact 
Mr David Robinson 

Tel/Fax 0161 456 7109 
at 'STRIKE TOP TURF' 

A 1 C O N S T R U C T I O N 
G R A D E S L E E P E R S 

Any quantity, delivered anywhere 

also 

C O C K L E S H E L L 
P A T H M E D I A 

Bulk loads, discounted prices 

FINETURF PRODUCTS 
0 1 3 7 5 3 6 1 6 0 6 

RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
8'6" x 10" x 5" 

C R O S S I N G T I M B E R S 
12" x 6" u p t o 16' l o n g 

Price quoted for number required 

Tel(01233) 625121 or 620277 
Faggs Fleet 

Whitfield Road, 
Ashford, Kent 

Root Zone 

? PHOENIX SPORTSTURF 
SERVICES 

QUALITY ROOTZONES 
USGA Spec available 

Tel: 01229 468001 Fax: 01229 468002 

B A N K S A M E N I T Y P R O D U C T S LTD 
Specialist Manufacturer and Supplier 

(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top 
Dressings - to all specifications including 

USGA. Supplied nationwide. 
Please phone for quotation. 
Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 

Fax: (01858) 434734 

Sand/Silica Sand 

( E B E N E Z E R M E A R S ) 

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND 

for Tees Greens Bunkers 

and drainage sands and shingles 

Winters^lls Road. Byfleet KT14 7AZ 

0 1 9 3 2 3 4 5 6 1 6 

G R U N D O N 

N O W S P R E A D I N G 
IN Y O U R A R E A 

T o p D r e s s i n g 
B u n k e r S a n d 

Root Z o n e 
T e e s D r e s s i n g 
Al l A g g r e g a t e s 

Pa th G r a v e l s 
C o c k l e s h e l l 

NEW HOTLINE NUMBER: 
C o n t a c t G o r d o n 

o n 0 1 3 6 7 2 4 4 0 7 8 

Seats 

Seats, tables, chairs, 
benches, 
planters and lit-
terbins made 
from plantation 

grown teak. Listed in 
the Good Wood Guide. 

Send for brochure 

D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road, 
Patchway, Bristol BS12 5TB 
Tel: 0117 931 5335 Fax: 0117 931 5334 

Sports Netting 

S P O R T S N E T T I N G 

• PERIMETER NETTING 
• TARGET NETS 
• ANTI BALL PLUGGING 
• GRASS GERMINATION 
• ANTI DAZZLE NETTING 
• PADDED/NET BAY DIVIDERS 
• CHIPPING NET 
• PRACTICE NETS 
• 'EPIC* TARGET GREEN 
• BALLSTOP FENCING 

TEL: O l 1 7 9 6 6 9 6 8 4 

Tee Mats 

• Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee 
& Practice Mat 

• Golf Course Furniture 
• Driving Range & Practice Ground 

Equipment 
• Flooring & Pathways 

T e l : 0 1 7 0 4 5 7 1 2 7 1 
Fax: 01704 571272 

Top Dressings 

O F C O U R S E 
F O R 

* . ^ QUALITY 
Pinnacle TOP DRESS INGS 

0AKAM00R BUNKER SAND 

. FULL RANGE OF 
Pinnacle ROOTZONES 

PAR-LINK PATHWAY GRAVEL 

MARTIN BROTHERS 
Tel : 0 1 6 2 5 6 1 4 1 2 1 

Fax: 01625 618282 

for CONSTRUCTION S 
OF TEES, GREENS & 
BUNKERS 

References available 

119 London Road, 
Kingston, Surrey KT2 6NH 
Tel: 0181 546 3960 

STERILISED TOP 
DRESSINGS from £18 per ton 

PHOENIX 
SPORTSTURF 

Tel: 01229 468001 Fax: 01229 468002 

ft DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS ft 
Alan Hadley Limited, Fenton House, 

102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross, 
Reading, Berkshire RG7 1BJ 

Tel: 0118 988 3266 
Fax: 0118 988 4538 

Tell the industry of your 
products and services, 

through an advertisement in 
greenkeeping's top magazine 
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL 

Tree Planting 

T R E E M O V I N G 
T R E E S U P P L Y ! 

THROUGHOUT THE U K . & EIRE 
TEL: 01708 641144 
FAX: 01708 641155 

THE ARBORETUM, ST. MARYS LANE, 
UPMINSTER, ESSEX RM14 3HP 

E a s t c o t e 
I N u r s e r i e s 
( S o l i h u l l ) L t d 

• T r e e S p a d e h i r e 
• T r e e m o v i n g 
• S e m i m a t u r e t r e e s 

Nationwide service 
Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull, 

West Midlands B92 0JL 
Tel: 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 0 3 3 
F a x : 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 3 2 4 

A L L Y E A R R O U N D 
Q U A L I T Y T U R F 

SALES HOTLINES: jffife 
Tel: 0 1 6 0 3 7 4 6 2 2 9 
Fax: 0 1 6 0 3 7 4 6 2 4 3 for TGA 
Mob: 0 8 5 0 7 5 2 7 4 4 APPROVED TURF 
FIR TRIE FARM • BIAXHAU. • WOOOBRIOi IP 11 2DX 

Top Turf 
Proprietor 

WS Harmon & Son 

Growers 
and suppliers of quality 

cultivated Tees, 
Greens and Amenity 
Turf countrywide. 

T e l : ( 0 1 4 2 7 ) 8 9 0 7 9 7 

F a x : ( 0 1 4 2 7 ) 8 9 1 7 8 5 
North Carr Farm, West Stockwith, 

Nr Doncaster, South Yorkshire, 
DN10 4BD 

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH 
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL 

APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTED 
OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS 

TO WEMBLEY STADIUM 

Please contact Head Office for more information: 

T H E I N T U R F G R O U P 
Regent Street • Pocklington • York Y 0 4 2QN 

Telephone 01759 304101 • Fax 01759 305229 

J u b i l e e S e e d s & T u r f 
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF 
FOR ALL GOLF COURSE and 

OTHER APPLICATIONS: 
Greens, Tees, Surrounds, Bunkers, etc 

TEL/FAX 01797 320536 
Jubilee Villa, 3 Ness Road, 

Lydd, Kent TN29 9DP 

ARTIFICIAL GRASS 
TEE MATS, CARRYMATS 

AND PUTTING 
SURFACES FROM 

C A R P E T I T I O N L T D 
14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton, 

Huddersfield HD2 2AN 

Tel: (01484)428777 Fax: (01484)423251 



The independent supplier with a wide product range 
of turf for all applications. 
Grasslands Turf Farm 
Ashford Road, New Romney, 
Kent TN28 8TH. Tel: (01797> 
367130 • Fax: (01797)367929 

Turf Dressings 
BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD 

for Fendres s Top Dress ing 
• F e n d r e s s Superf ine 
• Economy Dress ing 

• Rootzone Mixes 
• Screened Fensoi l • Screened P e a t 
• Screened Loam • Kiln Dried Sand 

• B u n k e r Sands 

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 
Fax: (01858) 434734 

HAVE YOU FOUND THE 
TINY £50 NOTES YET? 

Track them down and 
win a REAL £50 note! 

Get searching! 

For 
TURF DRESSINGS 
ROOT Z O N E MIXES 

S C R E E N E D T O P SOILS 
BUNKER S A N D S 

HORTICULTURAL 
C O M P O S T S 

Telford Way, Kettering, 
Northants 

T e l : 0 1 5 3 6 5 1 0 5 1 5 

BAILEYS 
OF 
NORFOLK 
supply 

P R O F E S S I O N A L T U R F D R E S S I N G S 
F O R T H E P R O F E S S I O N 
it GOLF TURF DRESSINGS 

it SAND it SCREENED TOP SOIL 
Deliveries nationwide 

B A I L E Y ' S O F N O R F O L K 
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich, 
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607 

Mobile: 0850 353603 

Rufford 
T O P - D R E S S S U P P L I E S 

Growers of Quality Turf 

• U n i q u e l y c u l t i v a t e d o p f i n e 
d a r k s o i l s 

• N e x t d a y d e l i v e r i e s 
• Q u a l i t y a s s u r e d c o m p a n y 

I S O 9 0 0 2 
British Field Products Limited 
Corkway Drove, Hockwold, m 
Thetford, Norfolk IP26 4JR ' ' 
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911 

Tyres 
F L O T A T I O N 

T U R F T Y R E S 
• Wide Flat Treads • 

* Custom Made Wheels • 
• New and Used available • 

R O S C O T Y R E A N D W H E E L L T D 
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lanes 

Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265 

Vertidraining Hire 
Fairway Landscapes 

GOLF COURSE & SPORTS GROUND 
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE 

Overseeding • Top Dressing • Deep Hollowcoring 
Greens • Tees • Bunkers • Drainage • Verti Draining 

Machine Hire • Visual & Verbal References 
Tel or Fax: 01726 843003 Mobile: 0468 633569 

ABOTSPORTS 
South West 

V e r t i - d r a i n i n g 
S p e c i a l i s t s 

# O v e r s e e d i n g # 
# Stone B u r y i n g • 

Competitive and Reliable 

Telephone: ( 0 1 1 7 ) 9 8 2 0 0 5 4 
Fax ( 0 1 1 7 ) 9 8 2 0 0 5 2 

Portview Rd, Avonmouth, Bristol BS11 9LQ 

PETER MANNINGTON 

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South 
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds 

Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service 
P h o n e Pe te r o n 0 1 5 8 0 2 0 0 2 0 5 

or M o b i l e 0 8 5 0 6 1 2 0 6 1 
Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst, 

Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL 

ROSS OLIVER 
SPORTS GROUND CONSTRUCTION 

AND MAINTENANCE 
• VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds 
• STONE PICKING • RYAN HOLLOW TYNER 

• SAND SPREADERS • DIRECT DRILLS 
Greystones, Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP 

Tel: (01841) 540222 Fax: (01637) 881057 

VERTIDRAIN 1,5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire 
Coremaster & Core Harvester. 

Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo & 
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and 

Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors, 
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance 

Machinery for sale. 
Foi further details contact: 

RJ & J Campey 
Marton, Macclesf ield 

Tel: 01260 224568 
Fax: 01260 224791 

S E W A R D 
T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E 

Ver t id ra in ing 2.5 a n d 1.5 me t re 
Grave l B a n d i n g ove r s e e d i n g 

Ho l low T in ing Fa i rway G r o o m i n g 
a n d Top D ress ing 

P h o n e Y o r k : 0 1 9 0 4 7 6 5 9 4 9 
F r e e p h o n e : 0 5 0 0 4 3 2 1 2 0 

V E R T I D R A I N I N G 
Compet i t i ve ra tes and p rompt 
serv ice o f f e red th roughou t t he 

Nor th Wes t 
F o r d e t a i l s c o n t a c t : 

E r n i e L a n d e r o n 0 1 9 2 5 2 9 1 9 1 9 
or 0 8 3 1 4 4 8 8 1 7 

P A R K E R H A R T 
C O N T R A C T I N G S P E C I A L I S T S 

V E R T I D R A I N I N G • H O L L O W C O R I N G 
T O P D R E S S I N G • S E E D I N G 

S A N D S L I T T I N G • S A N D B A N D I N G 
D R A I N A G E 

Qualified and experienced staff 
Plus all your sports turf, amenity and 

horticultural suppl ies 
C o n t a c t A n n e W i c k s ( C o n t r a c t s 
M a n a g e r ) T e l : 0 1 8 1 3 3 7 7 7 9 1 

F a x : 0 1 8 1 3 3 0 7 3 9 2 

WORTH 
. BmOMQ . 

VERTIDRAINING and 
HOLLOW CORING HIRE 
with the RYAN G.A. 30 

Contact Peter Bloodworth 
WORTH DRAINING 

Combecks Farm. lrnham, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266 

Weed Control 

complete weed control 
GETTING TO THE ROOT 

OF THE PROBLEM! 
The UK's leading specialist spray contractor 

wi th local service centres nationwide. 

^01608 644044 
Wetting Agents 

D R E N C H E R L I Q U I D 
D o y o u w a n t t o . . . 

enhance water penetrat ion? 
• aid the fight against dry patch? 
• stimulate soil microbes? 
b y u s i n g . . . 
• a 100% organic product 
• a non-scorching formula 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT US ON 

# 0118 951 0033 

Wood Chips 

Landscape 
Supplies 
F o r t o p q u a l i t y 
m u l c h a n d 
s c r e e n e d 
w o o d c h i p p l e a s e 
r i n g 0 1 6 0 4 8 4 7 4 1 6 
o r 0 4 6 8 6 6 2 4 7 3 
a n d a s k f o r 
R o g e r H a r t 

BRYUNE LTD 
Walkway fibre 

used for golf paths 
and walkways. 

Clean, dry surface 
underfoot. 

Telephone: 
01604 864227 and 

01604 864204 

If you 
haven't found 
the ads with 

the 3 symbols 
in yet, 

TRY 
AGAIN: 

IT COULD 
BE WORTH 

£50 
TO YOU! 

If you wish to advertise 

your product or service 

under a heading of your 

choice call 

Amanda or Jenny 
o n 

01347 838581 

B r i t a i n ' s N o . 1 f o r 
Q U A L I T Y • S E R V I C E • 

S H E E R V A L U E F O R M O N E Y 
Fairway House. South Stage. Broadway. 

Salford Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ 
Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554 

Manufacturers ot 
top dressing & rootzones 

Suppliers of bunker sands 

BOURNE AMENITY 
N e w e n d e n , C r a n b r o o k , 

T N 1 8 5 Q G Tel : 0 1 7 9 7 2 5 2 2 9 8 



Classified 
Machinery For Sale 

V E R T I D R A I N S 
1.5m Universal ex demo £13,950 
2.0m c/w set 1" tines in very good condition £9,950 
2.5m - our own make in good working order £8,950 

Large selection of tractors, mowers and sports turf 
machinery available. Telephone/fax for details. 

Tel: 01260 224568 
Fax: 01260 224791 

Winter Tee F r a m e s 
Set of 18, 6' x 4' fully adjustable, 
professionally made by Darentl 
Eng. Unused, powder coated in 
dark green, exterior treated 

ply bases. 
£120 each 

P h o n e / F a x : 0 1 2 4 5 3 8 1 8 9 9 
Delivery arranged 

Tell the industry of your 
products and services, 

through an advertisement in 
greenkeeping's top magazine 
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL 

MOBILE MOWER GRINDER 
Mowers sharpened at 

your premises. 
Bottom blades, cylinders 

and rollers, factory trained. 

Tel: 0121 709 0795 

S T O N E 
R E M O V E R S 

F O R H I R E 
direct from the 

manufacturer 

Course Manager with over 
28 years experience seeks 

new and challenging position in 
U.K. or Europe. 

Wide ranging experience from 
Construction to 'Growing in' of new 

courses. U.S.G.A. specification 
greens. Installation of Automatic 
Watering Systems. General Golf 

Course Maintenance. 

I have worked in Europe 
previously and would relish the 

opportunity to return. 

Box No. JS/75/97, BIGGA, Aldwark 
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2 NF 

Golf Course 
Construction/Manager/Designer 

having built and managed courses 
in England and Wales, seeks position 

in construction/refurbishment 
in U.K. or abroad. 

Over 12 years experience as 
Head Greenkeeper/Course Manager, 

plus installation of irrigation 
systems and maintenance of all golf 
equipment. Extremely hard-working 

and professional, with an eye for 
detail and perfection. 

Box No. JS/93/97, BIGGA, Aldwark 
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2 NF 

Will you s o o n qual i fy? 

Are you living abroad but 
looking to move to the UK? 

Call A m a n d a or J e n n y on 
01347 838581 

for deta i ls of 
Greenkeeper International's 

Job S h o p feature. 

31 year old fully qualified First Assistant 
Greenkeeper. Eight years experience, 
three years in construction, one year 
bringing the course into play and four 

years greenkeeping on a prestigious 45 
hole Parkland course. I currently hold 
NVQ level 1,2 and 3, PA1 and PAIIa 

certificate and have attended two 
BIGGA regional courses. 

I enjoy all aspects of turf management 
and I am seeking a challenging position 
as a Deputy Head Greenkeeper within 

the UK or Europe. 
Box No. JS/76/97, BIGGA, Aldwark 
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2 NF 

Soil Conditioners 

NATURAL ORGANIC 
S E A W E E D SOIL 
C O N D I T I O N E R S 

AVAILABLE FROM STEWARTS 
TEL: 0131 663 6617 
FAX: 0131 663 0651 

A N D FROM GEM PROFESSIONAL 
TEL: 01254 356611 
FAX: 01245 236775 

THIS SPACE 
COULD BE 

WORKING 
FOR 

YOU ! 

Greenkeeping's 
Premier 

Publication 

Call Amanda or Jenny 
on: 

01347 838581 

Trees 

RAMSWOOD NURSERIES 
Large Trees for Sale 

from £3.00 each 
Many Varieties 

Tel: 01925 821002 

Job Shop is a new 
service provided by 
Greenkeeper 
International which 
will give 
greenkeepers: 

* the opportunity 
to let potential 

employers know about them for only £ 19.95 

* looking for new 
opportunities, a change 
of location, promotion, 
or perhaps a move back 
into greenkeeping 

D o n ' t fo rge t t o 
i n c l u d e d e t a i l s o f 
qua l i f i ca t ions , 
e x p e r i e n c e a n d 
p e r h a p s a w a r d 
w i n s . You c a n f i t 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5 0 
w o r d s in to y o u r 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t . 
)ust s e n d y o u r d e t a i l s w i t h a c h e q u e fo r £ 1 9 . 9 5 
m a d e p a y a b l e t o BIGGA, t o | o b S h o p , BIGGA, 
A l d w a r k M a n o r , A l d w a r k , A l n e , York Y 0 6 2NF 



RECRUITMENT 

Scarcroft Golf Club 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 
Scarcroft is a well-established, high quality course set in 

wooded parkland, eight miles north of Leeds, renowned for its 
excellent greens and attractive presentation. 

We are seeking an experienced Head Greenkeeper, 
qualified to level 4. Knowledge of turf management, modern 

machinery and irrigation systems is essential, as is 
the ability to lead a team by example. 

An excellent salary package will be offered to 
the successful applicant in recognition of the importance 

of this position. 

Please apply in writing, with full CV, to: 
Secretary/Manager 
Scarcroft Golf Club 

Syke Lane 
Scarcroft 

Leeds LS14 3 B Q 

Gosforth Golf Club 
require a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants must be suitably qualified and experienced in all 
aspects of golf course management. 

Salary by negotiation. 
Applications in writing with CV to: 

T h e S e c r e t a r y , G o s f o r t h G o l f C l u b , B r o a d w a y East , 
G o s f o r t h , N e w c a s t l e u p o n T y n e N E 3 5 E R 

Golf Centres Group Limited 
have the following vacancies 

FIRST ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
(Midlands) 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPERS 
(Midlands and South) 

Applications must have experience and possess the following 
qualifications: NVQ I & II & PA1/PA2 

Please send C.V. to: 
Mr D Kelly, Golf Centres Group Limited, Widney Manor Golf Club, 

Saintbury Drive, Sollihull, West Midlands, B91 3SZ 

D u l w i c h & S y d e n h a m Hill Golf C lub 
invite applications for the position of 

ASSIS1ANT GREENKEEPER 
The 18 hole private course was founded in 1894 and lies within 

the ancient grounds of The Dulwich Estate. 
Minimum qualifications required are: 

• Greenkeeping Phase I & II • Spraying Certificate plus full driving licence. 
Experience in the use of modern machinery and maintenance of 

automatic irrigation systems is required. 

Salary will be based on BIGGA rates. No accommodation available. 
Applications in writing with CV to: 

T h e Secretary , D u l w i c h & S y d e n h a m Hill Gol f C lub , G r a n g e Lane , 
C o l l e g e R o a d , D u l w i c h S E 2 1 7 L H 

Boughton Golf Club 
require a 

QUALIFIED GREENKEEPER 
to join their young and charismatic team on this new Kent course. 

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of 
modern greenkeeping and have a thorough knowledge of 

machine maintenance. 

Also holding Phase I and Phase II greenkeeping qualifications 
along with PA1 and PA2 Spraying Certificates. 

Apply in confidence with full CV to: 
Head Greenkeeper, Boughton Golf Club, Brickfield Lane, 

Boughton, Faversham, Kent MK 13 9AJ 

The RAC Country Club 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Applications are invited for the above vacancy from suitably 

experienced and qualified persons to Level/Phase 2 with appropriate 
spraying certificates. 

We have 2 x 1 8 hole courses with the second course being 
professionally extended and developed. A new greenkeeper's complex 

is about to be built. Remuneration by wage and bonus with a non 
contributory pension scheme. Meals on duty. (No accommodation) 

Application forms from: 
The Estate Office, The RAC Country Club, 
Woodcote Park, Epsom, Surrey KT18 7EW 

Tel: 01372 273091 (Office hours only) 

Hellidon Lakes Hotel & Golf Club 
require a 

MECHANIC 
Applicants must be suitably qualified to maintain the golf course's 

machinery. Grinding experience would be an advantage. 

Competitive package and good workshop facilities are available. 

Apply to: 
Head Greenkeeper 

Hellidon Lakes Hotel & Country Club 
Hellidon, Nr Daventry, Northants, NN11 6LN 



RECRUITMENT 

LECTURER IN 
TURFCULTURE 

Up to £18,861 
You should ideally be qualified to Mhort (RHS) or 

NDT or equivalent. Relevant teaching experience and 

TDLB D32 and D33 are desirable but not essential. 

You will act as Year Tutor on HNC and ND Turf 

courses, teaching all aspects of turfculture from NVQ 1 

up to HND level, some general horticulture, and co-

ordinating and organising short specialist courses. 

For further details please contact the 

Director of Administration at the address below. 

Closing date 15 September 1997. 

REASEHEATH COLLEGE 
Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 6DF 

Tel: (01270) 625131. Fax: (01270) 625665 

LANHYDROCK 
^ ~ 1 * C l u b = = = = = = = 

Applications are invited for the positions of 

FIRST ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

and 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Situated in the centre of Cornwall, Lanhydrock is a 
successful, well-presented course with modern machinery. 

The successful applicants will possess the relevant 
experience and qualifications for the positions. 

Both posts will provide an ideal opportunity for ambitious 
and dedicated greenkeepers to enhance their careers. 

Lanhydrock Golf Club offers a continuous 
staff improvement programme. 

Please apply in writing enclosing full CV to: 

T h e G e n e r a l M a n a g e r , L a n h y d r o c k Gol f C l u b Ltd, 
L o s t w i t h i e l R o a d , B o d m i n , C o r n w a l l , P L 3 0 5 A Q . 

Tel : 0 1 2 0 8 7 3 6 0 0 

St Andrews Links Trust 
We are looking for two Greenkeepers to work for a three year 

period, along with our existing staff, to prepare the Old Course 
for the Millennium Open. The duties will comprise mainly of 

construction work with experience in bunker revetment 
essential although other greenkeeping duties may apply. 

Salary based on Trust's pay structure of Grade 2 Greenkeeper. 
Start date 1 November 1997 until 31 October 2000. 

If you are interested, forward a full CV to: 
Brian Collin, Personnel Supervisor, 

Pilmour Cottage, St Andrews KYI6 9SF 
Closing date for applications: 26 September 1997 

Stowmarket Golf C lub 
require an 

ASSIS1ANT GREENKEEPER 
Previous experience and qualifications essential. 

Minimum Level 2 NVQ PA1 & 2 

Apply in writing enclosing a full CV to: 

T h e Secre tary , S t o w m a r k e t Gol f C lub , L o w e r R o a d , 
O n e h o u s e , S t o w m a r k e t , Su f fo lk IP14 3 D A 

Ilford Golf Club 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applications are invited for this post which will become available 
late 1997/early 1998 

The primary responsibilities of this position are as follows: 

• Maintenance of the golf course to a consistent 
and high standard 

• Management and development of all greenkeeping staff 
• Administration of project and maintenance programmes 

• Input and control regarding course financial budgets. 

The successful candidate will be able to demonstrate: 

• A good working knowledge of modern golf course 
management practices and techniques, including the appropriate 

use of, and basic servicing of turf maintenance machinery 
• A recognised qualification in the appropriate field of 

horticulture and greenkeeping, as well as a positive approach to 
further training and professional enhancement 

• The ability to play golf and to empathise with the requirements 
of a diversified playing membership. 

Salary negotiable depending on qualifications and experience. 
Accommodation may be available. 

Concise CV and hand written letter of application in the first 
instance to: 

The Secretary/Manager, Ilford Golf Club, 
291 Wanstead Park Road, Ilford IG1 3TR 

Closing date for applications Wednesday 1st October 1997 



Ganton: a fitting venue for 
the Hayter Challenge Final 

It is unlikely that any finer 

venue could have been chosen 
for the final of the 1997 Hayter 
Challenge than Ganton, near 
Scarborough. 

As a golf course there is hardly 
a major event, outside of an 
Open Championship, that it has 
not hosted and the final Hayter 
Challenge finds itself on Ganton's 
roll of honour alongside other 
such significant events as the 
Ryder Cup in 1949, the 1975 
Dunlop Masters and '81 PGA 
Championship. Top amateur 
events include Men's Home Inter-
nationals; English Amateur; 
British Amateur (three times); 
the British Ladies and Vagliano 
Trophy while the Curtis Cup will 
be played there in 2004.A11 are 
major events and the Hayter 
Challenge finds itself in exalted 
company. 

As you would expect Ganton 
was chosen for a reason. That 
reason being that it is a magnifi-
cent golf course and certainly 
deserving of its placing near the 
top of any British, or even, world 
ranking. 

A mighty 6,720 yards off the 
back pegs there are seven par-4s 
over 400 yards long and a grand 
total of 111 bunkers many of 
which can comfortably house 
golfers standing to their full 
height. 

One of the finest holes is the 
4th on what is regarded as a 
memorable front nine. At 406 
yards it is a tough task if only the 
distance is taken into account but 
with a second shot which is 
required to negotiate a valley to a 
plateau green well armed with 
bunkers it provides even more 
food for thought. 

Ganton is riddled with history. 
Harry Vardon was professional 
during the time when he was per-
haps the best player in the world, 
winning Open Championships on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

Ben Hogan, still recovering 
from his near fatal car accident, 
was the non-playing Captain of 
the US Ryder Cup team in '49. 
That team contained another leg-
endary figure - Sam Snead. The 
Great Britain and Ireland team 
which narrowly lost 7-5 included 

Open Champions Fred Daly and 
Max Faulkner as well as Dai Rees 
and was Captained by Charles 
Whitcombe. 

Another former Ryder Cup Cap-
tain Bernard Gallacher won the 
Dunlop Masters at Ganton while 
Nick Faldo clinched his third PGA 
Championship in four years over 
the course in 1981. 

Emma Duggelby, of the BIGGA 
staff, also competed over the 
course for Great Britain and Ire-
land against the Continent of 
Europe in the 1995 Vagliano Tro-
phy. 

The man charged with looking 
after the historic piece of North 
Yorkshire is Dave Spurden who, 
on this occasion, is combining his 
efforts at producing the course in 
its best condition with represent-
ing the Northern Region in Cate-
gory 2. Whether an additional 
handicap to cover his local 
knowledge has been considered is 
not known! 

At the time of going to press 
the competitors from across the 
Irish Sea had not yet been 
selected. 

TEAMS 
Scotland 
Cat 1. 1. D. Leith S.Taylor 3. D. 
Wilson Cat 2. 1. A. Wilson. J. 
Johnston,. A. Torrance Cat 3. G. 
Shearer 2. S. Carmichael. D. 
Nelson 
South West and South 
Wales 
Cat 1. R. Daly, L. Millar, C. 
Bland. Cat 2. A. Knight, 2. P. 
Wentworth, M. Porrish Cat 3. 
A. James, J. Cooper, A. 
Rideout. 
Midland 
Cat 1. M. Hughes, A. Cheese, 
A. Duncan. Cat 2. J. Chesson, 
A. Bindley, D.Jones. Cat 3. J. 
Hatton, M. Bindley, M. Jones. 
South East 
Cat 1. A. Sheehan . N. Gilham 
D. Murdoch Cat 2. I. Sutcliffe 
R. Malt, J. Selwood; Cat 3. M. 
Mison, T. Hindmarch, B. 
Jackson . 
Northern 
Cat 1. P. Pearce, D. Norton, R. 
Lewis; Cat 2. M. Coultas, 
J.Waite, D. Spurden Cat 3. P. 
Neve, R. Smith and E. 
Rowlands. 



Leatherjackets can cause massive d a m a g e to fine turf. That 's w h y you need a 
pesticide you k n o w you can rely on. 

Crossf i re w a s one such product and n o w it's back and and re- invented for the 
n e w mi l lennium. 

Its special n e w formulat ion is super-concentrated for m a x i m u m effect to ensure 
rapid and reliable control of leatherjackets and frit fly at low doses , s topp ing 
ser ious d a m a g e before it starts. 

S a f e f o r u s e o n a n y t u r f t y p e , t h e r e ' s o n l y o n e s u r e w a y t o d e a l w i t h 
leatherjackets - Crossfire 480 - it's back f rom the future. 

« 5 
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f P RHONE-POULENC 
^AMENITY 

FYFIELD ROAD, ONGAR, ESSEX CM5 O H W . TEL: 0 1 2 7 7 3 0 1 1 1 4 FAX: 0 1 2 7 7 3 0 1 1 1 9 . 
CROSSFIRE 480 CONTAINS CHLORPYRIFOS. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY. USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 

Crossfire is a trademark of DowElanco 



LIQUID 
irons 

DRENCHER Fe: All the benefits of 
DRENCHER LIQUID with added iron. 

Fe 8% A fully chelated 8% Liquid iron with 
0% Nitrogen. 

LAWN H H 
lOLts treats 5000m' @ Q* 57.50 

A fully chelated 8% Liquid iron 
with 7% Sulphur. 

ROOT BIOSTIMULANTS 
plus iron 

Seaweed, Humates and Vitamins for heathly root growth with the 
advantage of a quick green-up without increasing top growth. 

STIMulate (Fe) WSP" 
Packaged in Water Soluble film packs 
Box of 5 WSP's will treat ^ 
5000m2 - 10,000m2 97.50 

A M E N I T Y 
T E C H N O L O G Y 

Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX 
Tel: +(44)0118 951 0033 
Fax: +(44)0118 951 0044 

http:/www.AmenityTechnology.com. 

iron 
ROOTS 2 

SOLUBLE 

lOLts treats 10,000m' @ <5» 135.50 

irons 
Soluble irons in lOKg bags sufficient to treat 5,000m2. 
Soluble iron supplement treatments with or without added sulphur. 

GREENplex 
Straight 20% soluble iron @ (~*9.95 
SOLUplex 
15% soluble iron with 13% sulphur 14.95 

GREEN 
LAWNGER 
Green Lawnger the ultimate solution to discolourei 
or damaged turf. Ideal for colouring damaged tur 
from oil spills or fertilizer burn, or just to smarten uj 
your turf for a special occasion. 
Available in both 1 Lt and lOLts. 
1 Litre will treat approx. 300m2 depending on 

iu@fM24.95 
lOLts @ i > 199.50 

AD 
REF 
431 
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ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 

http://www.AmenityTechnology.com



