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Working

together for a
better future.

The Ransomes Learning
Experience

Ransomes and their association
with BIGGA have created a
working partnership, dedicated
to improving the standards of

training and leadership on

European Golf
Courses.
Awareness and involvement
in the ‘Learning

Experience’ has given ‘; '

greenkeepers and management

teams a new perspective on how to e
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¥ (\(\ﬂf‘
improve and <

maintain standards Bl‘GqA

on their courses.

Ransomes are proud to
celebrate 3 years of association

with BIGGA.

RANSOMES is an
Official Supplier to the

PGA European Tour RANSOMVMES
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- NSCOTJ] MacGALLUM
Gaining an
undeserved

reputation

It wasn’t so many years ago
that “the environment” was
nothing more than the title
given to a Government Minister
as a consolation prize when he
had set his heart on becoming
Home Secretary. And
“Ecology”, well that would have
sat rather nicely on Maureen
Lipman’s BT “Beattie” adverts.
“An ‘ology! He tells me he’s
failed but he’s got an ‘ology. You
get an ‘ology and youre a
professor!”

It was only ten years ago
that I recall a friend of mine,
who had returned to Scotland
from Germany for a holiday,
having to drive for miles to
find a garage which sold
unleaded petrol so he could
refuel. I'd never heard of the
stuff!

Nowadays the environment
and ecology are not just words
in the dictionary, nor merely
the hobby horses of vegetarian,
2CV driving Liberals, but part
of our everyday existence. Go
into any primary school in the
country and you are just as
likely to have a five year-old
come up and discuss the hole
in the “O” Zone layer with you
than quiz you on who is your
favourite Tellytubby... Laa
Laa, if anyone’s interested.

We are all far more aware
and quite rightly so. We have,
after all, merely borrowed this
planet and will be passing it
on to our children and our
children’s children.

I can’t believe that I've just
written that, but it does show
how ingrained we have
become.

During this surge in global
awareness golf has often been
cast as the villain. As a result,
the negative publicity spread
by non-golfers who think Jack
Nicklaus starred in “The Shin-
ing”, has put greenkeepers at
the sharp end. They have
needed to be seen as whiter
than white when it has come
to the environment.

For that reason and to
show that, despite

4

the purely circumstantial
arithmetical evidence, golf is
not an environmental four let-
ter word, the success of this
year's BIGGA Golf Environ-
mental Competition, in associ-
ation with Rhéne Poulenc and
Amazone, has been a huge
boost to the game as a whole.

The quality of the entries
was quite superb and in Hank-
ley Common the competition
has a Champion in every sense
of the word. If anybody were
to doubt golf’s commitment to
the environment and ecology
they should pay Ian McMillan
a visit at Hankley Common,
where the work which goes on
with the full support of the
membership would be a real
eye opener.

Indeed one of the most use-
ful elements of the competi-
tion was the involvement of
Dr Keith Duff, English Nature’s
Chief Scientist, who was one
of the judges. He was
extremely complimentary
about what he found at golf
clubs around the country and
is an authority to whom many
sceptics will listen.

Perhaps through the
involvement of a non golfing
body like English Nature, in
environmental terms, golf will
finally shed its reputation as
the black sheep of the family.

Scott
MacCallum

Editor
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Aslseeit...

BY PAT MURPHY
BIGGA CHAIRMAN

M y month started
with Board of
Management meeting at
Aldwark Manor where
one of the major
decisions taken was
the acceptance of the
findings of the
Standing Committee
on Greenkeepers’
Salaries and
Conditions of
Employment. These
came about following
a series of meetings
at which the
Secretaries and the f 3
Golf Club Owners, »
as well as Bob ot
McLaren the
Chairman of the
GTC, were
involved.
The structure which is now in place will be useful
for anyone who wishes guidance on greenkeepers’ salaries.
Also discussed at the Board Meeting was a major new
money raising initiative aimed at boosting the new building
fund. This will be launched shortly. The identity of next
year’s Vice Chairman was also revealed. Gordon Child’s
right hand man is going to be George Brown, of Turnberry.
I've known George for some time and I'm delighted that he
will be coming in. It's the first time that the new

CHrsotal me

constitution, which allows for someone to be appointed
from outside of the current Board, has been put to such a
use.

The day after the Board Meeting | had the sad duty of
attending the funeral of David Spurden. There were so
many there that many of us were unable to get into the
crematorium many of them David’s colleagues from around
the UK, greenkeepers and trade alike, who had made the
journey to Scarborough.

That was followed by a trip to Northern Ireland for the
10G Show where | was royally looked after. Allison Sloan
fulfilled the promise he made to me at the Hayter Final to
buy me my first pint of Irish Guinness while another
member of one of the newly formed Northern Irish Section
committees Graham Wylie deserves thanks for driving me
to the airport.

Other committee men were quick to help Janet, Amanda
and | on the BIGGA stand.

Amazingly, on returning, | was able to spend some time
at my own golf club. We have two new tees under
construction while on the 8th and 9th we hollow cored the
greens.

Next up was the Kubota Challenge at The Belfry and a
chance to meet up with more friends, including Derek
Ganning, and talk with others from the English Golf Union,
the Secretaries and the Golf Foundation.

It was an excellent competition as always and
congratulations are due to Rene Orban and his team at
Kubota for their hospitality. I'd also like to thank The Belfry
for giving me a buggy so | could get about in support of the
team.

After that | was back to the golf club where | had my
annual visit from the STRI and found
myself running the clubhouse in
addition to my regular duties, as
the club steward was on holiday.

Holiday? What's that?




Education tops agenda
at European conference

The FEGGA European
Conference draws near;
Neil Thomas sets the scene...

he Federation of European

Golf Greenkeepers Associa-
tion (FEGGA) will hold its first
European Conference for its mem-
ber associations during the period
21-23 November in Fuengirola,
Spain. Delegates will be based at
the Hotel Mijas in the village of
Mijas while the Conference will
take place at the Spanish Toro
dealers centre in Fuengirola.
Toro’s support for the Conference
through General Sales Manager,
Bob Buckingham is much appreci-
ated by FEGGA's member associa-
tions, while the Company’s
backing for FEGGA since its incep-
tion in March 1996 has been
instrumental in the establishment
of the new Association. So, some
18 months on from the first gath-
ering of associations in Amster-
dam, the stage is set for a
European Conference which will
point the way forward for green-
keeper associations throughout
Europe.

At present there are 16 member
associations of FEGGA and it is
anticipated that all will be repre-
sented at the Conference in Spain.

Two vital matters will be at the
forefront during the Conference -
education and the environment.
FEGGA considers it very important
that the greenkeeper associations
throughout Europe can come
together to discuss education
within the greenkeeping profes-
sion and also discuss the situation
in each country in respect of envi-
ronmental issues. The Conference
will also enable the member asso-
ciations to become better
acquainted with each other and
thereby strengthen the new Asso-
ciation.

Each member association has
been invited to send two delegates
who will present papers respec-
tively on the education pro-
gramme and environmental issues
within its country. These papers,
together with the ensuing discus-
sion, should enable FEGGA to
develop a comprehensive
overview of educational and envi-
ronmental matters as they affect
greenkeepers throughout Europe.
FEGGA can then move on to
establish its own programme of
improving educational provision
for greenkeepers throughout the
countries of its member associa-
tions aiming to set common stan-
dards, while, through its place on

the EGA's Brussels based Ecology
Unit, it can seek to ensure that
greenkeepers’ interests are pro-
tected and promoted within the
environmental debate. This is
therefore an important Confer-
ence.

At the Conference, BIGGAs
papers will be presented by Chair-
man, Pat Murphy (Education) and
David Roy of Linlithgow Golf Club
(Environment). David’s club has
recently been selected as the Scot-
tish Region winner in the BIGGA
1997 Golf Environment Competi-
tion in association with Amazone
Ground Care and Rhéne Poulenc
Amenity. FEGGAs office base is
currently in Sweden through the
auspices of the Swedish Green-
keepers Association with adminis-
trative support being jointly
provided by the SGA and BIGGA.
The current member associations
are Austria, Belgium, BIGGA, Den-
mark, Finland, France, Germany,
GCSAI, Holland, Iceland, Italy,
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden
and Switzerland. Anyone requir-
ing information in relation to the
Conference or concerning FEGGA
generally should contact Tommy
Lindelof at PO Box 42, S-139 21
Varmdo, Sweden - telephone 46 8
570 196 10/ fax 46 8 570 198 10.

Bill Hawthorn has retired as
Director of Watermation after
27 years of service to the com-
pany which he founded jointly
with Robin Sitwell in 1970.

In the last couple of years Bill
has focused on improving stan-
dards within the industry and
has given a series of nationwide
lectures on irrigation, in associ-

Irrigation champion retires

ation with the EGU Golf Course
Committee  workshop pro-
gramme.

He was also named BTLIA
Personality of the Year last
year.

“Bill has been a tremendous
asset to our company and with
his wealth of industry experi-
ence we are sure that he will be

after 27 years

a great success in his new role
as an irrigation consultant. We
would like to wish him well and
look forward to working with
him on projects in the future,”
said a spokesman for Waterma-
tion.

Bill has joined Wardle Con-
sulting Engineers as Technical
Director.

A cut above...

Sally Abell, of the Coventry
Evening Telegraph, was presented
with the Hayter Harrier lawn
mower she claimed as her own
for winning the Great BIGGA
Bunker Competition by Kim Mac-
fie, Sales and Marketing Director
of Hayter, at the Marriott Forest
of Arden Hotel Golf and Country
Club.

“Sally’s estimate of the number
of bunkers which would be found
during the course of The Open at
Royal Troon was the closest of all
the press and media who entered

the competition.It was the third
year that the competition had
been run and Sally gave her col-
leagues in the Media Centre very
little chance by being only two
out in her estimate of 857 — the
actual figure being 859.

“Im absolutely delighted to
have won, and I thank BIGGA
and Hayter for putting on such
an interesting competition during
Open week. It certainly does pro-
vide some interesting statistics
and gives us a chance of winning
a superb prize,” said Sally.
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FLYING DIVOTS

W Martin
Brothers (UK)
has appointed
Mike Crabtree
as Regional
Sales
Manager
North covering
Scotland and the Northwest
Region.

W Eamonn Wall & Co has
recruited Stuart Wilkie to
open a second office in
Scotland. Stuart will operate
from Rothienorman in
Aberdeenshire and cover the
north of Scotland for the

company.

B Mark Pyrah has been
promoted to Field Sales
Manager for Kings
Horticulture after seven years
as Technical Sales
Representative.

W GCSAA President Paul
McGinnis has been
appointed Golf Course
Superintendent at Alta Mesas
Country Club in Arizona. He
had previously been
Superintendent at Moon
Valley Country Club in
Phoenix, Arizona.

W We apologise for any
confusion that may have
arisen further to the article on
page 33 of October's edition
of Greenkeeper International
regarding the new Northern
Ireland Sections. The article
should have stated, the North
East Section will cover
Counties Antrim and
Londonderry, the South East
Section Counties Armagh
and Down. Members living in
Counties Tyrone and
Fermanagh will have the
choice as to which section
they wish to join. We hope
this clarifies the situation.

| get exactly what | want.
Huw Morgan, Wildernesse Golf Club
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GREENKEEPERS
SOLUTIONS FOR
WINTER PROBLEMS...

wd
URE STEP

THE GOLF COURSE PATHWAY SOLUTION

@ Patented sand filled synthetic
carpet system,

@ Provides a tough pathway all
winter, whilst maintaining a natural
green sward appearance.

@ Can be laid onto severe slopes.
® Will withstand spike penetration.
@ Estimated 6-8 year lifespan.

VVPREVENTS EXCESSIVE GROUND WEAR

TEES

® Prevent excessive erosion of the
tee areas.

® 4 unique styles to choose from:
Woodland - to blend in and enhance
Height Adjustable - for uneven ground

Plastee - virtually indestructible

Tray - with low cost replaceable inserts

;
0
4
:
2

DURA-SPORT LTD, UNIT 12, CORNWALL BUSINESS CENTRE,
CORNWALL ROAD, SOUTH WIGSTON, LEICESTERSHIRE LE18 4XH.
TELEPHONE 0116 277 0899. FAX 0116 277 0433. Sure Step is protected by VHAF Patent No. 0174755.
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Forum
discusses
where
industry will
be in future

A need for slow growing, low
maintenance grasses to be
promoted on the STRI listings
was just one of the discussion
points which came out of a
forum of architects,
agronomists, constructors,
greenkeepers and seedsmen
organised by Barenbrug in
Toulouse, France.

The forum was looking at
where the industry might be
in five or ten years time and
the point which came through
loud and clear was the need
to find a way of minimising
the use of water, fertiliser and
fungicides on golf courses.

Among those involved were
architects, Martin Ebert,
Jeremy Pern and Jonathan
Gaunt; agronomists, George
Shiels and John Hacker;
constructor, Graeme Webster,
greenkeeper, Gordon Irvine
and Michel Mulder, John
Bradley, Gerard van t'’Klooster,
Nicolas van Hanja and
Claudine Taillefer of
Barenbrug.

Jeremy Pern, who is the
European Architects’
representative on the
European Golf Ecology Unit,
explained the aims of the Unit
and highlighted the
implications of some
European legislation which
was on the horizon.

Gerard van t'’Klooster said
that seed people were already
looking into producing
drought resistant seeds and
those which have an ability to
flourish in more salty water.

George Shiels commented
that every one of the
fungicides currently used will
soon be removed from the
lists. He added that grass
selection in future would
revolve around those grasses
which cope with recycled
water and that selection
should be done by

Easier way to pay subscriptions

BIGGA, in conjunction with Pre-
mium Credit, is now able to offer
members the opportunity to pay
their subscription by direct debit
in 10 equal monthly instalments.
All renewal forms will be
accompanied by a bank/building
society mandate authorising Pre-
mium Credit to collect the
monthly instalment from the
member’s bank or building society.
Members wishing to take advan-
tage of D/D will, however, need to
return their completed mandate
and renewal form BEFORE their
membership expires. The first
instalment will then be collected

one month after the membership is
renewed. Therefore, members with
an expiry date of 31 December will
not have to make a payment until
1 February and their last payment
will be 1 November. Please note
that if forms are submitted late,
that is to say after the expiry date,
the first two or three instalments
may well be collected together to
bring the remaining payments into
line.

Any new member wishing to pay
by direct debit can contact head-
quarters for a direct debit mandate
which should be returned with the
application form.

There is a small service charge
(7%) made by Premium Credit in
order to offer this facility and so a
typical membership subscription
of £49.00 would, therefore, work
out at: Subscription, £49.00, Ser-
vice Charge of 7% + £3.43, Total
payable = £52.43, making each
monthly instalment £5.24.

This facility is available to all
members and may be used by
individuals, clubs and companies.

Anyone requiring further infor-
mation before their renewal form
arrives should contact John Pem-
berton or Janet Adamson on
01347 838581.

Euro campaign backs
environment pioneers

On the final morning of the 1997
Ryder Cup, European golf was
given top level backing for its
environmental activities when
European Commission President,
Jacques Santer, launched the
“Committed to Green” campaign.

This is a new initiative by the
European Golf Association Ecol-
ogy Unit, supported by the R&A
and the PGA European Tour. The
campaign aims to encourage
everyone involved in golf to par-
ticipate in improving the environ-
mental quality of golf courses.

In welcoming this move by
Europe’s golfing bodies to address
environmental issues, Mr Santer
expressed the hope that “Com-
mitted to Green” will lead to golf
courses being seen as role models
for good environmental practice.
He emphasised the need for
Course Managers to work
together with independent envi-
ronmental specialists and local
interest groups, to improve dia-
logue and to seek mutual solu-
tions to environmental
management questions.

Mr Santer congratulated the
Ryder Cup organisers for their
vision in incorporating a green
dimension to the event. He also
paid tribute to the example
shown by Valderrama, in present-
ing a top championship golf
course together with maintaining
high standards of environmental
care. The Commission President
stressed the importance of long-
term commitment to environ-
mental care, and the need to
encourage sustainable develop-
ment through partnership and
shared responsibility. The “Com-

mitted to Green” campaign will
offer golf clubs the opportunity to
demonstrate such an approach.
Speaking on behalf of the Euro-
pean Golf Association and the
other golfing bodies present,
Ecology Unit Executive Director,
David Stubbs, thanked the Euro-
pean Commission for its encour-
agement and for recognising the
role golf can play in fostering
environmental awareness. He

‘Golf courses
can become
role models’

went on to say that, “To be ‘Com-
mitted to Green’ is to demon-
strate environmental awareness
and responsibility. The aim is to
increase awareness of the envi-
ronmental attributes of golf
courses, and to demonstrate how
well-managed golf courses are of
benefit to the environment and
the community.

step forward in achieving this.”

The campaign provides a struc-
tured programme through which
golf clubs can demonstrate their
environmental credentials. It is a
fully inclusive campaign, open to
all types of golf facility on a volun-
tary basis.

Emphasis is placed on contin-
ual improvement of environmen-
tal performance. For clubs which
achieve high standards of envi-
ronmental performance, there
will be the opportunity of public
recognition through the “Com-
mitted to Green” Award for Envi-
ronmental Excellence. To ensure
objectivity and credibility, the set-
ting of environmental criteria and
awarding of recognition will be
subject to independent verifica-
tion.

“Committed to Green” is coor-
dinated at a European level by
the EGA Ecology Unit. The cam-
paign will be operated on the
ground through a network of
National Ecology  Officers
attached to their respective
National Golf Federations.

“The game still faces
many environmental chal-
lenges — we have to be good
conservationists; we need
to address water resource
and pest management
issues; we want to ensure
that greenkeepers receive
appropriate training in eco-
logical management; and
we must communicate
these points throughout the
golf industry and to the
golfing public. ‘Committed
to Green’ will be a major

“IN THE FIRST YEAR OF
USING PRIMER 604,
| SAID IT WAS THE BEST
WETTING AGENT ON THE
MARKET.
| FOUND IT DOES WHAT
IT PROMISES. IN THE
SECOND YEAR, NOTHING
HAS CHANGED MY
OPINION ABOUT
PRIMER 604."

THE AQUATROLS CORPORATION OF
TELI O1ANS 234877
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INCREDIBLE FOR WHAT THEY DO

PATTISSONS Winter Golf Course selection is here

-

The outside cutting decks
handle changes in coutour
over 3 feet high.
The Winter Tee
Frame and Mat will
provide an excellent

tee base whilst

Articulators from LasTec offering the highest
quality finish cut of any rotary mower at any price
* Precise length *

Buy a Tee Frame and * Better grass distribution -
receive this * Better wet grass cutting *

complimentary Steel * Better lift - Less Compaction *

And of course, No Scalping

ensuring fragile

ground is protected.

Winter Hole Cup enabling
you to continue course | STRONGER ¢ LIGHTER * TOUGHER « BETTER

preservation all the way

EVEN BETTER FOR WHAT THEY ARE

Marlwood Limited

Tel: 01494 79 46 46 ™ t? Court Lodge Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh
Fax: 01494 79 47 47 atiisson ypw Maidstone, Kent, ME15 OHQ, England.

A Hokin, Aebtion R Chai, Bl ¥ 00 Estammmes 15 | 1 - Tolz (01622) 728718 » Fax (01622)7728720

BANKING HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY
THAT'S THE BEAUTY OF A NATIONAL

When it comes to staying the course, you can bank on the Allen National range keeping you on the straight
and narrow. The Allen National range of triple mowers - 68, 70 & 84 - are the only real choice for the
professional on the tees and surrounds. And as for bunkers, they’re no longer a hazard. The 68DL has
transport speed, electric start and full width rollers. Banking has never been so easy. Ultimate
manoeuvrability is par for the course with the new 70 with outfront cutters and hydrostatic drive.
An 84 model is also available.

THE TRUE PRO... FROM JUST £4,625 .var
cace (1235 515400

NOW for details of your nearest
dealer for a FREE, no obligation,
demonstration on the amazing ability
of the National.

through to delicate greens.
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ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT LTD, The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8ES England, Phone: 01235 515400 Fax: 01235 515401
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David to take over

B

BIGGA's latest recruit is Design
and Production Editor, David
Emery, whose arrival enables the
Association to bring all of its pub-
lishing work in-house.

A native of Durham, 25 year-
old David trained as a Graphic
Designer in Durham and contin-
ued his training at York College
prior to joining the local Evening
Press as an Editorial Designer
where he worked on a range of
magazines and newspapers. He
moves to BIGGA a short time
after he had been promoted to
the position of Deputy Studio
Manager.

“'m looking forward to the
challenge that working at BIGGA
will bring and it is particularly
exciting to be in at the start of the
Association’s move to bring all of
its publishing work to Aldwark
Manor,” explained David.

A sports fanatic, David, finds
time — or he did before he joined
the Association — for badminton,
running, swimming and is a regu-
lar at a local gym. He recovers
from his exertions by listening to
music and relaxing at home with
his girlfriend, Sarah.

GGA design role

Initially he will supervise the
design and production of the
Association’s educational and
promotional literature as well as
its pages on the Internet, while he
will begin working on Green-
keeper International in the Febru-
ary issue next year.

“We are all indebted to Tim
Moat, of Headline Communica-
tions, for the wonderful design
and production work he has done
for the Association over the last
seven years,” said Greenkeeper
International Editor, Scott Mac-
Callum.

“In particular, the fact that
Greenkeeper International has
become the magazine it is today
is due in large part to Tim Moat,
who has worked on it since the
first issue,” he added.

“However, the continued
growth of BIGGA meant that
employing its own Design and
Production Editor became a
viable option and we are sure
that David will enable the Associ-
ation, and Greenkeeper Interna-
tional in particular, to maintain
and improve on the already high
standards.”

Edit

, David Emery

Lab’s prestigious first

European Turfgrass Laborato-
ries are the first European labo-
ratory to be accredited by the
American Association for Labo-
ratory Accreditation, to under-
take golf green materials
testing to USGA standards.

There are five laboratories
on the USGA list of accredited
laboratories with ETL being the
only one outside the USA.

USGA Golf Green Guidelines
are very specific and require
precise tests to determine parti-
cle size content, percolation
rate, air and water filled
porosities, along with a num-
ber of other tests to ensure that
the rootzone drains properly and
yet can sustain plant growth.

ETL also undertakes other
testing procedures.

GCSAA CONFERENCE AND SHOW, ANAHEIM,
CALIFORNIA, FEBRUARY 2-8, 1998

Go Stateside!

GCSAAs 69th International
Golf Course Conference and
Show will be held in the
Anaheim Convention Center.
BIGGA will once again host a
trip and the BIGGA party will
meet at London Heathrow
Airport on Sunday, February 1,
for departure to Los Angeles at
3pm.

BIGGA will be able to
arrange accommodation for
any member wishing to stay
overnight before the flight at
competitive rates.

The Disneyland Hotel has
been selected to accommodate
our party and offers
outstanding facilities. It is
located near to the Convention
Center and adjacent to
Disneyland.

The GCSAA Conference and
Show runs from February 2-8
with the trade show taking
place from February 6-8. You
will be able to attend the
conference seminars and
education programmes as well
as take in the latest golf course
equipment, products and
services at the trade show.

ITINERARY

Sunday, February 1

All members will assemble at
London Heathrow Airport and
will take the 3pm Virgin
Atlantic flight to Los Angeles
with onward transfer to the
Disneyland Hotel for an eight
night stay on a room only basis
inclusive of private facilities.

Monday, February 9

You will be transferred to the
airport for your return
overnight flight to London,
departing Los Angeles at
5.30pm arriving at London

Heathrow at 11.45am on
February 10.

PRICES

£845 per person based on a
twin share

£1270 per person based on
single occupancy

Plus comprehensive travel
insurance for the duration at
£30. Included are:

* Return Economy class flights
London Heathrow/Los Angeles
* UK and US taxes

* Transfer to and from the
airport to the Disneyland Hotel
* Eight nights accommodation
on a room only basis and US
accommodation taxes

Please note: Registration costs
for the Pre-Conference
seminars which run from
February 2-5, the Educational
Programmes which run from
February 5-8 and the Trade
Show are not included in the
package and bookings will
need to be made directly with
the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of
America. Details are available
from BIGGA upon request.
Please forward full payment
of £875 or £1300 (unless
travel insurance is not
required) to BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York,
YO6 2NF to arrive no later
than Friday, November 28,
together with name, address
and contact telephone number.
If accommodation is required
for the night of January 31
please advise in order for the
hotel rooms to be booked.
Payment will be made on
checking out of the hotel.
N.B. Places on this trip are
limited — book early!
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Roland Taylor takes a look at
the vexing task of dealing
with banks and slopes.

anks come in all shapes and

sizes and are either natural
terrain or man-made — they vary
from gentle slopes to steep
inclines. Even the flattest courses
will have some form of banking,
if only around bunkers and tees.

Some banks are cut regularly.
Others may be left to develop as
natural barriers, only being
mown when necessary. Where
they form part of a stream or
river, regular attention is required
to ensure the free-flow of water,
especially in winter, to avoid pos-
sible flooding. Banks are an ideal
habitat for fauna and flora to
establish, but even then they will
require some mowing as part of
their management.

There are a number of factors
that need to be taken into
account when considering the
suitability of any machine. The
most critical of these is the angle
of slope as this will most certainly
govern the final decision on what
to buy. Ease of access also needs
to be taken into consideration.
Will it be possible to mow the
whole bank from either the top or
bottom? This is important when
considering long-arm tractor-
mounted units.

The condition of the surface is

critical, especially on new bank-
ing where water erosion can
cause minor landslides and the
soil’s stability may be question-
able. On older established areas
wildlife will probably have taken
up residence. As a result, burrows
and holes could be lurking
beneath the undergrowth. All this
could make operating machinery
difficult.

The type of vegetation will very
often determine which type of
mower to go for, as will the qual-
ity of finish required. Armed with
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answers regarding the above

information where do you start?
Buying the right machine is
important not only from an effi-
ciency point of view, but also for
the safety of the operator.

The first test is, can the bank be
walked on comfortably? If the
answer is yes, either a pedestrian
or ride-on mower is probably
going to be suitable. If the answer
is no, then some form of
extended-arm unit such as a trac-
tor-mounted flail unit could be a
possible solution. While some

machines will appear to be stable

on the bank the operator may
find them very uncomfortable to
use. This sometimes applies to
ride-ons where the machine’s
angle becomes so acute that the
only way to stay in any position is
to sit on the side of the seat. Not
only does this create considerable
fatigue it is also very unsafe.
Clearly in these cases an alterna-
tive needs to be sought.

The power source is also rele-
vant — two-stroke engines are
ideal. There are no lubrication




i T

problems (unless the operator
forgets to do it) because the oil is
added to the fuel. Four-stroke
engines may also be suitable at
certain degrees. Make sure the
engine specification is okay for
the maximum degree of the bank
that the machine is going to be
used on. There may be a possibil-
ity that continuous use at acute
angles could result in the engine
being starved of oil resulting in
premature wear and the increased
chance of an engine seizing.

When using propelled machin-
ery it is important to have some
form of differential lock to pro-
vide extra traction, if the terrain
is rough. A braking device is also
necessary so the operator always
has complete control of the
machine.

Types of machine available
Brushcutters and <learing saws.
These can be described as the
replacement for the traditional
scythe and will make light work
of clearing fairly dense vegeta-
tion. Two versions are available —
straight shaft or back-pack unit
with flexible shaft.

Where access is not restricted
and an operator can work com-
fortably without the risk of injury
a straight shaft model is suitable.
A range of cutter heads can be fit-
ted so these machines will cope
with vegetation ranging from
grass, scrub to small trees.

I

In recent years the back-pack
unit has become popular. The
weight of the machine is carried
on the operator’s back like a ruck-
sack — this greatly reduces fatigue.

The flexible-shaft-driven head
allows the user to swivel it both
horizontally and vertical. This
gives greater freedom of move-
ment and better balance when
working on steep gradients or
rocky terrain. Whether mowing
ditches or banking it is recom-
mended that cutting starts at the
bottom and works upwards.
Never should the cutterhead be
above shoulder height.

Hover mowers

It can be said that these mowers
changed the whole concept of
bank mowing and today, four
decades on since their introduc-
tion, they are still being used to
keep steep banks looking tidy. A
hover mower is suitable for keep-
ing around bunkers and tees
trimmed. When working these
banks the operator should stand
on the top, never on the slope.

Rotary, Flail and Reciprocating
These types of cutting systems are
all favoured for banks where
long, rough grass that is mown
infrequently is likely to be
encountered.

Most of the reciprocating cut-
terbar mowers available have
been designed to work in the

mountainous pasture regions in
Europe, so they are well able to
cope with bank work in the UK.

All the machines in this cate-
gory have pedestrian and ride-on
models specifically built to work
on sloping terrain, so ask your
local outdoor power equipment
specialist for details and a
demonstration.

Long arm

The long-arm tractor-mounted
mower is suitable for a wide
range of applications. Like all the
machinery described in this fea-
ture extreme care should be
taken when using these flail
heads.

The surface on which the trac-
tor is to stand needs to be care-
fully checked. For example, the
banks of a river or stream can be
undercut by flood water and the
sides could collapse without
warning. The brink of a bank
should be mown first so that any
likely hazards are easily identi-
fied. Work out from the tractor
and never reverse it with the arm
fully extended or make high
speed manoeuvres.

When choosing a machine
always check the manufacturer’s
minimum specifications first.
These have been set after the
wheel base, centres of gravity,
weight distribution and ballast
options have been analysed. With
this information the most suitable

unit can be matched to the trac-
tor. It is recommended the tractor
is fitted with an accumulator float
device which makes the operation
safer. Independent rear-wheels
should be made active, to enable
the operator to get out of a diffi-
cult situation should one arise.

Cylinders p
There are slopes where cylinder
mowers are used but the ground
conditions on these must be
smooth and stable. Generally the
equipment will have to have a
high degree of traction by the use
of differential wheel locks, special
tyres and weight transfer systems.
At the same time it must be light
enough not to damage the turf
with wheel markings or scuffing
especially when turning. There
can be a considerable variation in
the bank cutting abilities between
different cylinder ride-ons.

There is plenty of specialist
advice available and this should
be sought when deciding which
machine to buy. Make sure you
view all the options before mak-
ing a final decision.

Whatever equipment is used on
banks, operator training is essen-
tial. They need to be fully conver-
sant with the machine and aware
of possible dangers. Bank cutting
requires common sense — if it
looks risky it is better left alone.
Safety should always be the num-
ber one priority.
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- THE1997 BIGGA THE WINNE
GOLF ENVIRONMENT COMPETITION & iLLILICLE

IN ASSOCATION WITh JJ“ i

@ RHONE-POULENC
The amount of work
undertaken over the
last ten years in

AMENITY

developing the ecological
potential of the course has
been considerable. This has
involved an on-going
commitment to woodland
management - tree thinning
and felling, natural
regeneration control and
programmes aimed at heather
conservation and
reinstatement.

Over the last few years a
massive tree felling operation
has been carried out and the
club is now looking at ways of
reinstating the heathland
character.

The club also recognises the
need to develop an ecosystem
approach to retain sufficient
scrub to assist the diversity of
wildlife which is present. The
RSPB has offered advice with
regard to wood lark
conservation and the course
does support other notable
rarities such as the sand lizard
and silver-studded blue.

The heathland flora is
allowed to develop in the semi
rough areas which is also
worthy of special note given
the prestige of the golf club.

A small number of ponds
have been created which
support quite a diversity of
insect life including dragonflies.

A company has been
employed to look at energy
use within the clubhouse and
while at the moment no
policies are in place, already
all peripheral lighting is
controlled by sensors which
offers energy savings. The
club is also looking to
purchase a bottle crusher for
recycling clubhouse waste.

Grass clippings are stored in
holding pits around the site,
collected and taken to a
designated area for tipping.

The membership is informed
of the reasoning behind the
current management works by
evening seminars, open
forums and members’
evenings while all reports are
available to the members.
There are also regular
newsletters and periodic
status reports.

The members have been
extremely positive in taking to
designated pathways and

areas cordoned off -
imposed to secure ”
reinstatement of the

heath.

STRI Ecologist Bob Taylor
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This competition, in
association with Rhéne
Poulenc Amenity and
Amazone Ground Care, is
designed to reward the golf
course that is judged to
have done most to
encourage good ecological
management and so
improve the environment.
The three way sponsorship,
initiated this year,
underlines the industry’s
commitment to the
environment and the desire
of the game to show the
way towards good practice.
Hankley Common, under
the expert management of
Course Manager lan
McMillan, is the 1997
BIGGA Golf Environment
Competition Winner.

ne of the most difficult tasks

has been to obtain an objec-
tive balance between the larger
prestigious sites set within areas
of outstanding natural interest
alongside those smaller clubs of
limited budget found within a
lower quality landscape.

A major change to this year’s
Environment competition, which
has welcomed the involvement of
BIGGA and Rhone Poulenc along-
side Amazone, has been with
regard to judging and the stan-
dardised way in which each
course has been assessed. Both
English Nature and STRI have
become involved and produced a
standardised and therefore much
more qualitative format in which
to assess individual golf clubs.

This has largely been overcome
by asking a series of questions on
up to three separate occasions.
The first level of assessment was
undertaken while assessing each
application, which proved very
successful in balancing the
tremendous degree of variation
found.

Questions focused on the level
of enthusiasm, not just of the
Head Greenkeeper, but of the
entire team and the Club Com-
mittees, and indeed whether the
level of enthusiasm had reached
the membership. One would not
expect that many of the larger,
more prestigious sites could bask
within the confines of the land-
scape in which they find them-
selves, but this was not generally
the case. Take Loch Lomond for
example, set within some of the
finest countryside possible. Not
content with this, the club has
appointed a full-time Conserva-
tion Officer who has been actively
encouraging woodland manage-
ment, including the construction
and erection of owl boxes and the
recent excavation of a pond

The search

foraw

1Hner

STRI Ecologist, Bob Taylor has spent the last few months judging the golf clubs which entered the
1997 BIGGA Golf Environment Competition. Here he talks about what he found during those visits
and gives an insight into what he was looking for.

Left and above: the splendour of Hankley Common. All photographs by Bob Taylor

purely for wildlife.

Additional work involves
recording and pinpointing the
rare Loch Lomond dock which
apparently occurs nowhere else.
To the untrained eye, the Loch
Lomond dock looks just like the
common broad-leaved dock typi-
cal of wastelands and disturbed
ground.

A second series of questions
was asked during the individual
site inspections. These, taken
from the “Committed to Green”
initiative recently launched by the
EGA during the Ryder Cup,
included: 1. Nature conservation;
2. Landscape and cultural her-

itage; 3. Water resource manage-
ment; 4. Turf and pest manage-
ment; 5. Waste management; 6.
Energy efficiency and purchasing
policies; 7. Education and train-
ing; 8. Communications; 9. Public
access.

The final level of scoring was
qualified by a further series of
questions which centred on the
scale of works undertaken,
whether it is sustainable, the
nature of the challenge, how
much flak or criticism has there
been and how effectively this has
been overcome. A very interesting
point raised by Dr Keith Duff,
Chief Scientist of English Nature,

was, “Would the work impress a
non-golfing nature conservation
sceptic?”

Most of the clubs impressed
Keith Duff but then he may be
biased because he is one of the
seemingly few golfing conserva-
tionists!

Having completed the above
quite rigorous programme, it
became apparent that several
entrants were worthy of winning,
making selection that much more
difficult. All of the applicants this
year were worthy of due recogni-
tion but in the end certain deci-
sions had to be made and I am
indebted to Keith Duff for sharing
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this burden with me.

The Dyke Golf Club is worthy
of special mention with regard to
Communication. Course Manager,
David Ansell, has produced a
noticeboard of photographs of the
wildlife to be found and descrip-
tion of the work being under-
taken, all of which is on regular
view to the membership. Commit-
tee meetings are held monthly
and reports are standardised so as
to include regular topics on con-
servation management.

A similar scenario was apparent
at Temple Golf Club whereupon a
very strong and positive manage-
ment structure is in place. Here,
the green staff meet monthly with
the Green Committee and weekly
with the Secretary. The greenstaff
together discuss policy on a
weekly basis, so maintaining and
ensuring the continuing enthusi-
asm for the work being recom-
mended. Members are kept
informed via notice boards, a
quarterly bulletin and through
on-course walks run by the green-
staff.

At Beau Desert and Berkham-
stead Golf Clubs, notices relate
the importance of each site to the
players.

At most clubs visited, education
and training does appear to be
available to the greenstaff. At
Loch Lomond this extends to
seminars and specific aspects of
natural history such as the identi-
fication and ecology of lichens,
their conservation being particu-
larly important on this site. At the
Manor House each member of the
greenstaff has received a copy of
the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust’s
report to the Club. At Lyme Regis,
individual members are being
encouraged to develop their own
special interests such as Lepi-
doptery (the study of butterflies
and moths). Almost all those
clubs assessed do allow the
greenstaff time to visit shows,
attend local seminars and train-
ing days as appropriate for their
developing interests.

Special mention should go to
Royal Birkdale who, over the past
few years, have undertaken a
substantial amount of work in
order to control the buckthorn
and other scrub encroaching over
the course. The level of work
becomes even more impressive

when one considers the relatively
short period of time remaining to
get the course back in condition
before the Open to be held in
1998. Burnham & Berrow,
although not hosting an Open
Championship, have over the past
two years or so totally reinstated
the dune character, this formerly
had succumbed to the mass
encroachment of sea-buckthorn.
The topography of the dunes fol-
lowing removal of the buckthorn
is now clearly evident.

A number of heathland courses
entered the competition this year,
including Berkhamstead, Beau
Desert, Enville, Hankley Common
and Liphook. All have made
tremendous strides in educating
the membership of the need to
reinstate the heathland character
and in undertaking work appro-
priate to reclaiming areas of
heather. This, at Berkhamstead,
has changed the frequency of cut-
ting to encourage heather back
naturally, while at the other clubs
scarification, turf laying and the
use of chemical herbicides have
all been tried. All of the above
have had to give consideration to
tree and scrub removal — always a
contentious issue with the mem-
bership.

It has been interesting this year
to note just how enthusiastic
many of the regional conserva-
tionists have been to the work
being undertaken. Charnwood
have the full support of their local
English Nature consultant, Royal
Birkdale has developed a very
close working relationship with
the Sefton Life Project based at
Formby, Temple Golf Club make
good use of the Berkshire, Buck-
inghamshire & Oxfordshire Natu-
ralist Group while Beau Desert
Golf Club is benefiting from the
expertise of the heathland project
run by Sue Sheppard.

Even without such relation-
ships, all of the clubs would, to a
greater and lesser extent, satisfy
the most sceptic of non-golfing
nature conservationists and I
would like to thank all of the
clubs that participated this year
and trust the advice given was
appropriate and of benefit to each
club.

I will look forward to reassess-
ing these courses in the next year
or So.
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Linlithgow GC - Regional
Winner - Scotland

A number of conservation projects have
been undertaken and include gorse
management, grassland management
and development and pond construc-
tion. Twenty bat boxes have been
erected over the course and the Course
Manager is keen to learn more about
their placement and undertaking nest
box surveys and a local bat group has
been invited onto the course to record
bats. The course is being used as a pilot
project for both the Scottish Golf
Wildlife Trust and the European Golf
Association Ecology Unit.

Royal Birkdale - Regional
Winner - Northern

Birkdale is intrinsically a very important
landscape covering a whole series of
internationally important habitats and
species and the enthusiasm of the club,
from Head Greenkeeper through to the
membership is excellent. Numerous
projects are being implemented and are
benefiting the wildlife on and around the
course. The club is also looking towards
the damage likely to be caused during
next year's Open to provide further
opportunity for habitat development and
conservation management. For example
the thinning and loss of cover to
encourage greater botanical diversity.

Temple - Regional Winner -
Midlands

Temple was one of the first courses in
the country to realise its environmental
responsibility. This has grown to such
an extent that it is now recognised as an
ecologically friendly golf course to
which people including conservationists
can visit. The club has planted 2,500
trees in accordance with the Forestry
Commission Grant Scheme and has
also been engaged in hedge layering the
work undertaken by the staff while the
club intends to extend the amount of
meadow-type grassland.

Burnham and Berrow -
Regional Winner - South
West and South Wales

The club is built on a sand dune system
which is of considerable ecological and
conservation importance. The club
recognises the ecological significance of
these habitats and is keen to carry out
management operations to reinstate or
maintain their significance. Much of the
work concentrates on the removal of
sea-buckthorn and the reinstatement of
sand dunes. In one or two areas ponds
have been created, largely in an attempt
to reform dunes and this has created
areas of open water which is beneficial
to wildlife.

Berkhamsted - Specially
Commended

There has been a drive towards reduc-
ing the dominance of trees and the
expansion of acidic grassland. Heather
is becoming quite strong which is lead-
ing to greater acceptance within the club
therefore presenting other opportunities
to develop the work. Indeed the club

Other major award winners

boasts that due to the success of its
management work it supports the
largest parcel of heather within the sur-
rounding area.

Northamptonshire County -
Specially Commended

Special recognition is given to the
increasing interest that is now being
devoted to rough management work.
Gorse and broom feature heavily and
the club is embarking on a programme
of cutting and reinstatement. A number
of trees have recently been planted to
increase the amount of woodland in
one section of the course. Ready mixed
organic fertilisers are preferred and
have resulted in well conditioned
greens.

Dyke - Specially
Commended

The club is a very good example of a
typical downland course with typical
management problems but such as
been the enthusiasm with which the
challenges have been met the course is
now worthy of higher ecological signifi-
cance and it is perhaps more botani-
cally rich in species numbers than
adjacent downlands. Butterflies such as
the adonis blue, silver-studded blue,
brown argos, gatekeeper, small copper,
small skipper and marbled white can all
be seen on the course.

Lindrick - Specially
Commended

The club is very enthusiastic towards
nature conservation management and
is worthy of special consideration. The
surrounding land is predominately
arable or woodland so the course has
preserved the outline heath supporting
a wide and diverse ecological commu-
nity. Extensive work has been carried
out recently including the planting of
500 gorse plants, clearance and renova-
tion as well as the development of a
pond beside the clubhouse.

Loch Lomond - Highly
Commended

The course, by its presence, is now
safeguarding the future of the historic
parkland from further development — it
lies within an Area of Outstanding Nat-
ural Beauty and may in the near future
become the first area of National Park in
Scotland. It is almost unique in sup-
porting the Loch Lomond dock, a very
rare and localised plant species.The
club employs a Course Conservationist
and several ecologically based projects
are currently being undertaken.

Leominster - Highly
Commended

Over the last seven years the club has
done much in the way of tree planting
in accordance with the Forestry Author-
ities woodland grant scheme and grass-
land retention. Some areas are being
managed ecologically in that they were
cut once a year while there is potential
to develop the grassland rough. Policies
are also in place with regard to storage
and the disposal of grass clippings.



Amazone Groundkeeper in action at Leominster Royal Birkdale: assessing site for Natterjack Toad pond

Dock at Loch Lomond

A male Common
Blue at The Dyke

"‘/"2‘{‘; B K
P RN

Reinstating the dunes at Burnham and Berrow Composting facilities at Temple GC
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ife has become very hectic in

the Education and Training
Department  with  Regional
Courses, Aldwark Manor Courses
and three competition finals tak-
ing place this month.

Bookings have started to arrive
for the National Education Con-
ference, Workshops and BTME
Seminars and you need to send in
your application as soon as possi-
ble to ensure that you reserve
your place.

Despite all this activity, I man-
aged to find time to visit Elm-
wood College, in Scotland,
together with Janet Adamson, to
talk to a group of full time stu-
dents about the benefits of BIGGA
membership. Hopefully, the infor-
mation that we gave, together
with a strong input from Ian
MacMillan, Course Manager at
Balbirnie Golf Club, will help to
recruit many of these future
greenkeepers.

The findings of the Standing
Committee on Greenkeepers’ Pay
and Conditions of Service have
now been published and will be

Keep those conference and
workshop bookings rolling in

sent to all golf clubs soon. The
main details are published on
Page 22 and I thought that it
would be useful to include a copy
of the Greenkeepers Career Pat-
tern in this column - see right.

The Standing Committee felt
that a career in greenkeeping
should be linked to qualifications
and experience, with appropriate
recognition in the form of
enhanced pay. Further informa-
tion on Contracts of Employment,
Job Specifications and Green-
keeping Qualifications is available
from BIGGA HQ.

Field Guides

The long awaited Grass Identifi-
cation Field Guide is being
printed and will be distributed
later this month. Linked to the
Greenkeepers’ Training Manual,
the guide gives information on
the identification of ten common
grasses found on golf courses.
Further field guides on Trees and
Shrubs, Control of Mammals and
Machinery Maintenance will fol-
low later in the year.

 GARAGE

CLEVELAND
SITESAEE

LIMITED

“ UM NN N
SITESAFE
MODULAR SYSTEMS

...make all the difference to secure
storage & accommodation units.

PAVILION ’
For further information
% Irvine Weston on Tel: 01427 752058 or
Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd. Park Farm,
Dunsdale, Guisborough,

Tel: 01642 475009 or Fax: 01642 471036.

WORKSHOP

please contact:

Cleveland. TS14 6RQ.

TRIMS 97

Copies of TRIMS 97 are available
to colleges and other training
providers for £350. This price
represents a very substantial dis-
count on the normal price for this
latest edition of TRIMS course
management software. Any train-
ing provider wishing to purchase
a copy should contact me at HQ.

Turfgrass Pests and Diseases
Compact Disk

Copies of the Turfgrass Pests and
Diseases Compact Disk are now
available from BIGGA HQ priced
at £175. Designed to help Course
Managers, Greenkeepers, Lectur-
ers and Students discover the
facts about turfgrass problems
and how to manage them.
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Greenkeeper’s Career Pattern

Entry Level
and salary

depend on job
requirements

Appropriate
experience
BSc Turf
Management

Course
Manager

Deputy Head
Greenkeeper

+10% of
1st Assistant’s

2 years
experience

National
Cert/Diploma

|
GCSES/GNVQ

1A Level

NB Head Greenkeepers with D32/D33 assessor qualifications should receive an increment to their basic salary

’_

N/SVQ
Level 3

salary

ppropriate
experience

+ 10% of
e greenkeeper’s
salary

~ N/SVQ
level 1/2

Apprentice/
Assistant

Apply
for job

Careers
advice

Unqualified T/
Modern Ap?r:ymce




RISK

ASSESSMENT

By Tony Rees MIOSH

he Management of Health and

Safety at Work Regulations 1992
came into force on 1 January 1993
and provided a general framework for
Safety Management and places duties
upon employers, self employed per-
sons and partnerships.

One of the main duties that the Reg-
ulations impose is where employers
have to complete formal, suitable and
sufficient, risk assessments and record
all significant risks if more than five per-
sons are employed (Regulation 3).

Risk assessment is the formal
process of identifying hazards and
then deciding what is the significance
of the danger that has been identified.
What this means for the Greenkeeper
in general is:

1. What are the hazards ie something
with the potential to cause harm. This
could be, for example, any piece of
machinery that you use, any chemicals
etc or any time that you are actually
on the course.

2. Once the hazards have been identi-
fied, you have to look at what is the
probability that exposure to that haz-
ard will result in harm ie what is the
risk. Risk assessment is, therefore,
what is the probability of something
that could cause harm occurring and
what would be the severity of the out-
come. This process is similar to what
we have previously looked at with the
Control of Substances Hazardous to
Health Regulations (COSHH). How-
ever, whereas COSHH dealt specifi-
cally with chemicals and substances
used at work, the Management of
Health and Safety at Work Regulations
deals with all other situations that are
encountered in the workplace that are
not already covered by specific legisla-
tion such as Manual Handling, Noise,
Display Screen Equipment etc.

Situations that Greenkeepers and
green staff encounter are varied and
this would give the impression that a
risk assessment programme would be a
difficult and arduous task, this is not
necessarily the case however It is
important to remember that we carry
out “risk assessments” as part of our
everyday tasks anyway. For example,
can you use the ride-on mower on the
tees or are they too wet and you have
to use the hand mower? You have
looked at the situation and decided that
it would be wisest and safest if you used
the hand mower. With that decided you
then realise that you have got to wear
your safety boots with steel toe caps etc.
This is all part of the process of risk
assessing but without actually writing it
down and recording it.

Health
dl]d Sdl(‘lV

So in order to meet the legislative
requirements of the Management of
Health and Safety at Work Regulations
request for risk assessments, you
firstly have to identify all the hazards
that you will encounter. This process
can be made more manageable if the
task or work area is broken down into
stages eg.

WHAT

- is happening

- materials are in use

- is the effect on golfers, fellow
employees, the environment

- legislation is in force

WHO

- is doing the job

- is exposed to the risk

- else could be affected

- is supervising the task

WHERE

- is the activity located

- are the instructions

- do waste materials go

WHEN

- is work/task carried out

- was task last carried out

- were procedures reviewed/updated

- else could task be carried out

WHY

- is task/activity being performed

- is exposure possible/risk uncon-
trolled

- is exposure not controlled at source
HOW

- is hazard controlled

- can exposure occur

- may people be affected.

This procedure requires a physical
examination of the work area and
activity and can often be sufficient to
identify the majority of the hazards
that you will encounter in your
work.

Once the hazards have been identi-

fied we must then look at the second
part of the risk assessment process,
actually assessing the outcome and
what its severity will be. We will look
at this next month.
M For further information on training
courses and consultancy contact ATB-
Landbase Training Services (Jean
John on 01282 617466 or Tony Rees
on 01686 622799).

NEW PRODUCTS

A valuable addition

Launched at the Saltex exhibition, Mascot Magnet from
Rigby Taylor should prove a valuable addition to the
range of products available to today's greenkeepers
and groundsmen.

Iron products in various forms have been used for
many years, in some cases to correct iron deficiencies,
but on many occasions to produce an even dark green
sward when otherwise the grass would look sickly and
yellow. The continual use, however, of traditional ferrous
sulphate (sulphate of iron) can lead to problems with
“"black layer", blackening, iron pan formation, reduced
root growth and corrosion of spray equipment.

Mascot Magnet has none of these drawbacks and
will produce a beautiful green sward even during peri-
ods of negligible turf growth. Mascot Magnet has there-
fore all the advantages of traditional iron treatments but
none of the disadvantages!

Mascot Magnet utilises a mixture of high purity, bio-
logically active iron chelates plus a leaf penetrant. The
addition of a leaf penetrant system enables very effi-
cient movement of the iron chelate through the turf-
grass foliage in addition to uptake via the root system.
Mascot Magnet will not only produce rapid and long
lasting “green-up” of turfgrasses, even during cool
autumn/winter conditions, but will also correct iron defi-
ciency under alkaline and acidic conditions.

“The product was originally developed for the Span-
ish market where the soils in many areas have high pH
levels," said Clive Williams, Marketing Director for Rigby
Taylor Ltd, “but when the performance had been con-
firmed by an independent trials programme at ASTARA
(Aberystwyth Sports Turf and Amenity Research Asso-
ciation) we realised that there was a substantial market
for this product all over Europe.

“Groundsmen and greenkeepers faced with television
coverage particularly in the autumn and winter will find
this product invaluable," concluded Mr Williams.

Power packed

The new Jacobsen
LF135 Turbo features a
powerful,  35-horse-
power, fuel efficient,
turbo-charged Kubota
diesel engine. That
turbo power goes
straight to heavy duty,
seven inch diameter
reels to tackle tough
warm season turf, wet conditions or hilly terrain. For
additional traction and handling, the easy to engage
mow switch gets automatic four-wheel drive.

More powerful features include the hydraulic oil moni-
tor, alarm horn and the high-back, contoured suspen-
sion seat that reduces operator fatigue.

For more information Tel: 01536 417777.

Cleaner sweep

Spaldings has introduced a range of replacement
brushes to fit most leading makes of yard sweeper.

The brushes are available in both heavy duty steel
and nylon options and regular replacement of brushes
ensures maximum sweeping efficiency.

The products can be ordered under Spaldings prod-
uct numbers 2600 for steel and 2601 for plastic and are
priced at £3.99 each.

For further information Tel: 01522 500600.
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More Belfry blues

Scott MacCallum and National
Chairman Pat Murphy arrived
to cheer BIGGA’s team in the
Kubota Challenge.
Unfortunately they didn’t
make it in time to inspire the
team into the final.

hey came, they saw, they fin-
ished third.

It doesn’t have a great ring to it
but alas it does sum up the for-
tunes of the 1997 BIGGA Kubota
Challenge team where a horren-
dous back nine in the semi finals
consigned our men to the third
and fourth play-off during which
they finally played to their poten-
tial.

Since becoming Editor I have
attended three Kubota Challenges
and in that time the BIGGA team,
competing against the Golf Club
Secretaries, the English Golf
Union and the Golf Foundation
has never finished in the same
position twice.

Guess the one position for
which I am still waiting?

In ‘95 we finished last. It was
our worst performance in the his-
tory of the event and, at the time,

Steve Sullivan

I took full responsibility as “new
boy” for my inability to halt the
team’s slump to such lowly
depths. Last year things looked
up and we claimed second place
losing in the final to the then
defending Champions, the EGU,
but this year we dropped a place
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Paul Neve

beaten in the semi final by the
EGU over the new PGA Course at
The Belfry.

The EGU went on to win the
event for the third successive year
and are beginning to dominate
the Challenge in the same way
BIGGA did in the heady years

Stefan Antolik: “Captain Fantastic”

between 1985 and ‘93 when we
won every time — count them.
That'’s nine wins in succession.
The eight man team, led by
Stefan Antolik, did redeem itself
with a convincing win in the third
and fourth place play-off against
the Golf Foundation but it was




m

the failure to compete for the “big
prize” which really rankled.

What made it all the worse was
that at the turn during the semi-
final BIGGA was up in seven
matches and level in the other.
Shades of the Americans in the
Ryder Cup at Valderrama.

It would be unfair to point the
finger at those players, many of
them extremely solid ball strikers,
for losing their match in that semi
final. As they say, anyone can win
over 18 holes and there has to be
a loser, but I think it is important
that those players who did show
fighting spirit and won the three
points in what was ultimately a 5-
3 defeat should be given credit.
Step forward John Waite, Paul
Neve and Captain Fantastic Ste-
fan Antolik.

It is perhaps worth highlighting
this very point to someone like
Seve Ballesteros who had consid-
ered being a playing Captain in
the Ryder Cup. Seve, it doesn’t
work. Speak with Stefan. You'd
be so wrapped up in your own
game that you wouldn’t be able
to keep the wheels on the respec-
tive wagons of the rest of the
guys.

Whatever lessons were learnt
from the disappointment of the
semi finals were put to good use
in the third and fourth place play-
off against the Golf Foundation.
Although a day too late, they

the Kubota

were inspired:

National Tournament Cham-
pion,Steve Sullivan, fought back
from an unpromising position to
reach the infamous final hole of
the Brabazon course all square.
Once there he held his nerve and
holed a long putt to clinch the
match. Whisper it, though, he
won the hole with a seven.

Mike Hughes demonstrated a
skill on the same hole which, if he
could market, would make him a
very wealthy man. Relaxed, hav-
ing already clinched his game on
the 16th, he landed his approach
some distance short of dry land
but two Barnes Wallace bounces
later and he was in a position to
chip onto the green.

John Waite earned full points
over the two days but things had
looked less than promising when
he arrived on the 8th green with
nothing to do. He had found the
water off the tee and conceded
the hole. It didn’t dent his confi-
dence,however, and he expressed
his confidence in his ability to
close out the match... which he
did on the 15th.

Archie Dunn was forced down
the last having been dormie two
but kept a cool head and hit a
fine five iron to the left edge of
the green to close out the match.

Trevor Pipe fought gamely but
by his own admission has spent
more time recently on the bowl-

Archie Dunn

ing green holding a jack than on
a golf green wielding a putter and
was undone by the length of The
Belfry course.

Captain Fantastic, up against a
man who chipped in twice in the
first seven holes, fought back to
halve his match by winning the
final hole. Using a golfing brain
which would have done Ben
Hogan proud he laid up a yard in
front of the lake after his oppo-
nent had found water then
showed his steely nerve by firing

=

The Greenkeepers team

an approach into the heart of the
green. That’s Stefan’s story any-
way!

Paul Neve was BIGGAs secret
weapon and could lay claim to
the title of “Finest 24 Handicap-
per in the Country”. Having been
one of the three heroes on the
first day he produced the biggest
victory of the second day when
he rounded off his match on the
13th green.

The man given the responsibil-
ity of playing the anchor role was
Antony Bindley a man who is the
possessor of the most violent
practice swing in golf. It is quite
remarkable that after an act
which would induce hernias in all
but the fittest he can produce
such unerring accuracy and he
put that to good use in his 5&3
win.

So third place and I'm eagerly
awaiting next year when I hope
to complete a full set of places
with a victory. However 1997 will
be remembered for the high
degree of camaraderie displayed
by all 32 competitors, the magnif-
icent organisation masterminded
by Peter McEvoy and Sporting
Concepts team and, perhaps most
of all, the extraordinary hospital-
ity of Rene Orban and everyone
at Kubota who make the event
one of the highlights of the sea-
son for all who are lucky enough
to attend.

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL November 1997 19



Letters

We all share in
the grief

As you are aware, it was my
intention to write some words for
Greenkeeper International
following the final match of the
Hayter Challenge Tournament at
Ganton Golf Club. However,
following the tragic death of
David Spurden, such a
contribution seems untimely and
totally inappropriate. Instead I
would prefer to record my
gratitude to David and convey to
his colleagues and family, my
deepest sympathy at this sad
time.

I first met David in May of this
year. Instantly I recognised in him
the qualities of warmth, good
nature and pure human kindness.
He was conscientious, self
deprecating but with a strong
sense of determination to
succeed. I only met him a few
times but his friendly disposition
and true gentlemanly qualities
were such that I felt I had known
him for years. He prepared
Ganton to perfection for our
Challenge Tournament Final and
I know how proud he was to have
secured his own place in the
competition, played on the course
he loved and served with such
distinction. He will be greatly
missed by all and greenkeeping
has lost one of its finest
ambassadors.

Please convey the condolences
of all of us at Hayter to his staff,
his colleagues, his Club, but most
of all to his family. No words can
adequately ease the pain they will
be enduring but, hopefully, the
knowledge that their grief is
shared will be of some comfort.
He was a man of outstanding
stature.

K.l (Kim) Macfie

Sales & Marketing Director
Hayter

Spellbrook

Bishops Stortford

‘Ambassador’
will be missed

Everyone will be shocked and
saddened to learn of David
Spurden’s death at Ganton GC in
a tragic shooting accident.

I introduced David to
greenkeeping when, as a school
leaver, he joined me at Otley GC
in 1962. He worked with me for
six years before accompanying

me to Ilkley GC for a further 11
years after which he became
Head Greenkeeper at
Knaresborough GC. David then
moved to Ganton, remaining
there for the past 15 years.

His work was always of the
highest standard, this being
reflected in the condition of
Ganton in recent times.

He played golf, and with a
single figure handicap was a
regular competitor and winner in
both regional and national
events. He was also a member of
the BIGGA Open Support Team.

David was keenly interested in,
and quite an authority, on natural
history and the environment, and
with a cheerful, pleasant
disposition made friends easily.

A man of rare quality, his loss
to golf and greenkeeping is
immense.

This fine ambassador for his
chosen profession will be sadly
missed by all who had the
pleasure of knowing him.
Adrian Robertshaw
Middleton
Ilkley

In praise of
education

While we have yet to make staff
appointments from the many
applications received, the
response to our advertisement in
the September issue of your
magazine for our course
vacancies has been
overwhelming. The standard of
applicant is evidence of the
improvements that have been
made in the education of
greenkeepers over the past few
years and the excellent training
that they now receive.

Graham Bond

General Manager

Lanhydrock Golf Club

Bodmin, Cornwall

Don’t believe
the hype

I read the article on chemical soil
analyses (p66. Greenkeeper
International October '97) by
NRM based on the old ICI Jealots
Hill Agricultural research station
with some consternation. The
need to correct some false
deductions is urgent, though few
experienced Head Greenkeepers
would follow ADAS
recommendations for golf
courses, which may be relevant to
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non-greenkeeping conditions.

Details are given as to how pH,
phosphate, potash and
magnesium levels are analysed.
My point is that I have yet to be
given a level for any nutrient
status below which the analyst
regards that nutrient as being
deficient. With phosphates
particularly, we have excellent
greens with levels of 10 p.p.m.
and less — sometimes 3 p.p.m We
have some awful Poa annua ones
at 300 p.p.m, sometimes over
1000 p.p.m. Most experienced
men (confirmed by a breakdown
of the analyses of greens fertiliser,
61% @ 8:0:0) would agree that
golfing turf should never receive
phosphates in fertiliser form if
total dominance of Poa annua is
to be avoided. Greens which are
known to have received no
fertiliser phosphate for 25 years
still show figures in the 25-50
p.p.m. mark, though whether that
phosphate is available to plants is
debatable.

Potash being soluble may need
topping up occasionally but
analysis will never determine the
level. There is absolutely no
evidence that magnesium is a
limiting factor in practice for
healthy grass growth on any
course — the only exception being
sterile sand-only greens, virtually
all of which are in poor or
deteriorating condition, with
increasing Poa annua invasion, as
such greens have to be fed
hydroponically and frequently
with NPK and lime and even trace
elements to stay alive and in
comes the Poa.

There is no fixed figure for pH
level — the ideal is the one you
have which hopefully is natural to
the site.

Nitrogen is the most important
element in golf greenkeeping and
there is no easy test for nitrogen.
I rest my case.

I regard with sadness and
alarm the return of fertiliser firms
offering chemical analyses as a
sales gimmick. Even STRI. (Dr
Canaway, December 1995) states
that they will no longer routinely
analyse soil samples chemically,
“as it tells us nothing”.

If you want fine wiry grasses,
use balanced nitrogen only. If you
have awful Poa annua greens you
may feel they need NPK but
analysis will give you no help in
deciding how much. We are not
growing cereals or managing
intensive grassland on our golf

courses. The link between
phosphatic fertiliser and Poa
annua has been known virtually
all this century and is unarguable.
Forget chemical (not physical)
analysis and the sales ploy that so
often accompanies it

J.H Arthur B.Sc. (Agric)
Budleigh Salterton

East Devon

How to cut
card fraud

I am writing to you about the
BIGGA membership cards. I
wondered if in the future it would
be possible to put on the cards
the members position at the club
and the golf club’s name. Both of
which on the front as there is
space to do this.

I would also like to see the
member’s official golf club stamp
on the rear just as we had to do
on our membership application
forms this year. This may possibly
stop any fraudulent use of the
membership cards as I have heard
of cases of this happening.

Does anyone else think this is a
good idea?

Chris Yeaman
Course Manager
Swanston Golf Club
Edinburgh

A great team
effort

On behalf of all the greenkeeping
staff and myself I would like to
thank everyone involved for the
excellent help from the BIGGA
Greenkeeping Support Team
during the week of The Open. It
was much appreciated and I hope
they all enjoyed themselves
despite the hard work they put in.
Many thanks again and I hope
to see you in future.
Billy McLachlan
Head Green Superintendent
Royal Troon Golf Club

Feature is
spot on

I have just read the article,
“Preparing for the Drama at
Valderrama”, and would like to
express my sincere
congratulations. It is the very
finest that I've read about
maintenance in this golf course!
Rafa Castillo

Technical Editor

Green Tecnico magazine

Madrid



Address your letters to The Editor, Greenkeeper International,
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF. You can also fax them to
01347 838864 or e-mail them to general@bigga.demon.co.uk

Winner has lot to
look forward to

Now that my reign as Premier
Greenkeeper of the Year is over I
thought it would be the right time
to wish my successor good luck.

After that final nerve wracking
interview he will have been
announced (the final was held as
this magazine went to press). I
didn’t really feel nervous that day
as I thought I surely couldn’t
win... although I hoped I might.
When the results were announced
— in true Miss World reverse order
fashion — and mine was the only
name left [ had won!

Of course everybody at the club
was thrilled for me. The
Managing Secretary was grinning
from ear to ear, the lads were
wondering what to do with their
share of the money and there was
handshakes all round. During the
next few weeks and months there
were photo shoots, interviews
and the once in a lifetime
experience of a trip to the States

to take in the GCSAA Exhibition
and Conference. If there is ever
another opportunity to go I'll be
the first on the plane.

Gradually news of my win
filtered through to the members
who greeted me by saying “I
knew you'd get it right in the
end” or “Well, you've got a good
team of lads, haven't you.”

It was nice to see my name in
the papers but it was the
acknowledgement of my fellow,
long suffering professionals which
meant most to me.

Everyone at Broadway fell a
part of my success and we all
benefited from it. The lads and I
feel we're getting somewhere and
our own morale and self esteem
has been lifted, although
unfortunately the whole year has
seemed to rush by too quickly.

So all the best to this year’s
winner and I hope he has as
pleasant a time as I've had.
Cedric Gough
Miracle Professional Premier
Greenkeeper of the Year
Broadway Golf Club.

THE (/////\GEDGE

THESE CLIENTS ALREADY HAVE IT!

Arkley Golf Club

Ashbourne Golf Club

Ashbury Golf Club

Beadlow Manor Golf & Country Club
The Berkshire Golf Club
Briantree Golf Club

Bramiey Golf Club

Brookmans Park Golf Club
Caldy Golf Club

Carnalea Golf Club

Carnoustie Golf Links

Carlow Golf Club (Eire)
Carvoeira Golfe SA (Algarve)
Cavendish Golf Ciub

Cawdor Golf Club

Charleslands Leisure (Co. Wicklow)
Clitheroe Golf Club

Collingtree Park Golf Course
Cottesmore Golf & Country Club
Crompton & Royton Golf Club
Delapre Golf Complex

Eaton Golf Club

Fortrose & Rosemarkle Golf Club
Gleneagles Hotel

Golf Club Hubbelrath (Germany)
Golf Club Syit (Germany)

Green Hotel Golf Club
Harleyford Golf Club

Harpenden Golf Club

Harrow School Golf Club
Hayling Golf Club

Hellidon Lakes Golf & Country Club
Hirsel Golf Club

Huyton & Prescot Golf Club
Inverurie Golf Club

Leasowe Golf Club

Leek Golf Club

Lingfield Park

Longhirst Hall Golf Club

Lymm Golf Club

Malone Golf Club

Malton & Norton Golf Club
Mannings Heath Golf Club
Massereene Golf Club

Milltown Golf Club (Dublin)

Mold Golf Club

Monifieth Golf Club

Mount Murray Golf Club (IOM)
Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club
Nairmn Golf Club

Newbury & Crookham Golf Club
Newcastle-under-Lyme Golf Club
Newcastle United Golf Club
North Foreland Golf Club

Oake Manor Golf Club

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS:

“Every forward thinking Golf Club should have a Juno in their
workshop, a truly excellent machine”. Mr. Mark Jones, Head
Greenkeeper, Preston Golf Club.

“Hunter’s relief grinding is far superior to anything | have ever
seen, each blade cuts true, the savings are substantial and the
cost is minimal”. Mr. Roger Shaw, Course Manager, Ramside Hall

Golf & Country Club, County Durham.

“Our sole plates/bottom blades are now lasting between 2-3
times longer than when we were spin grinding”. Mr. Philip
Baldock, Head Greenkeeper, The Royal Portrush Golf Club, County

Antrim.

“It is the best piece of machinery this course has ever invested
in, a fine machine that | would recommend to anyone”. Mr.
John Bashford, Head Greenkeeper of the Green Hotel Golf Course,

The Kinross Estate.

Omonde Fields Golf Club
Piltdown Golf Club

Pineridge Golf Club
Ponteland Golf Club

Preston Golf Club

Ramside Hall Golf Club
Reykjavik Golf Club (Iceland)
Rowlands Castle Golf Club
Royal Ashdown Forest Golf Club
Royal County Down Golf Club
Royal Dornoch Golf Club
Royal Liverpool Golf Club
Royal Portrush Golf Club
Royal West Norfolk Golf Club
Royston Golf Club

The Roxburghe Golf Club
Rye Golf Club

St Andrews Links Trust
Sherborne Golf Club

Slaley Hall Golf & Country Club
South Moor Golf Club
Sundridge Park Golf Club
Sunningdale Golf Club
Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club
Tehidy Park Golf Course
Telford Golf Club

Temple Golf Club

Torquay Golf Club

Tsada Golf Club (Cyprus)
Turnberry Hotel

Tyneside Golf Club

The Vale Golf & Country Club
Wanstead Golf Club
Wellingborough Golf Club
West Herts Golf Club

West Sussex Golf Club
Weymouth Golf Club
Whitecraigs Golf Club
Wolstanton Golf Club
Worplesden Golf Club

The Wynyard Club

NEW CUSTOMERS

Allen Park Golf Centre
The Buckinghamshire Golf Club
Caicot Park Golf Club
Haddington Golf Club
Kirkaldy Golf Club
Porters Park Golf Club
Prestbury Golf Club
Stockley Park Golf Club
West Lanc's Golf Club
Whiteheld Golf Club
Windlesham Golf Club
Worcestershire Golf Club

EXPERIENCE K7/ 'SAVINGS & MAKE
YOUR COURSE A ///'ABOVE THE REST

“A quality machine that gives a superb finish to our cylinders,
and saves money”. Mr. Derek Green, Head Greenkeeper of Royal
Liverpool Golf Club.

Jupiter. 42" capacity Mower Cylinder and Bottom
Blade Grinding Machine. A truly ‘precision’ grinder,
built to last half a century. Totally automatic and

water cooled. Used and preferred by Professionals.

Juno 36”. Will accommodate every make and type
of professional cutting cylinder and bedknife. Can
‘in-situ’ grind many greensmower reels. Water
cooled (eliminates dust and heat), simple and fast.

CUT SERVICE COSTS! IMPROVE CUTTING STANDARDS! REDUCE WASTED DOWNTIME!
Both machines will grind both cylinder and bottom blade! Both have water coolant — No Heat, No Dust!
Both will accurately “Relief” angle grind! Both can “in-situ” grind! Both guaranteed to grind cylinders totally parallel!

ERI ‘ H u “'En gg::gw&ogsrmu ESTATE,
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE|6 6EB.
TEL: (01207) 270316 FAX: (01207) 270312

Full training
course with all
machines

'e‘ , GRINDERS LTD

AD
REF
73
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he following scale constitutes

the recommendations of the
Standing Committee on Green-
keepers’ Salaries and Conditions.
The Committee comprises repre-
sentatives from the Association of
Golf Club Secretaries, the Associ-
ation of Golf Course Owners and
the British and International Golf
Greenkeepers Association. The
Chairman of the Greenkeepers
Training Committee has attended
in an advisory capacity.

The salaries quoted are the rec-
ommended minimum rate for
each level of greenkeeper on
appointment with effect from 1
January 1998 and represent an
increase of 3.5% on the 1997
BIGGA recommended rates, this

figure being the Retail Price Index
figure at August 1997. Any
changes in this figure should be
taken into account at the time of
implementation. These recom-
mendations do not take into
account annual increments or
other bonuses as may be paid to
staff.

Basic conditions of employment
for all greenkeeping staff should
include the following in addition
to the recommended salary:
ENon contributory pension
M Death in service benefit
M Subscription to BIGGA
M Provision for continuous profes-
sional development which may
include time off to attend BIGGA
conferences and seminars

NOTES:

1. The recommended minimum
starting salary is based on a 40
hour working week.

2. Tied accommodation is a con-
tractual matter for negotiation
between the individual and club.
The recommendations below con-
stitute the minimum amounts the
Standing Committee feels should
be paid for doing the job in ques-
tion, regardless of other contrac-
tual agreements. A draft contract
for greenkeeping staff is available
from BIGGA.

EXAMPLES:

1. Trainee “X” has been at the
club for 18 months, having joined
at age 17. Now aged 18 years and
6 months, he is working towards

Salaries and conditions
— recommendations

his N/SVQ Level 2. Using the
1998 scale, he should be earning
a minimum of £8,736.

2. Trainee “Y” has been at the
club for 36 months, having joined
at age 18. Now aged 21 he has
gained his N/SVQ Level 2. Using
the 1998 scale he should be earn-
ing a minimum of £13,793.

3. A Deputy Head Greenkeeper
who is competent at N/SVQ Level
3 has just joined a 27 hole golf
course. Using the 1998 scale he
should be earning a minimum of
£16,508.

4. A First Assistant who is compe-
tent at N/SVQ Level 2 but is still
working towards Level 3 should
on appointment earn a minimum
of £13,093.

RECOMMENDED minimum starting salary for trai and app greenkeeping staff working towards N/SVQ Level 2 in Sports Turf maintenance
Age on appointment 16  Qualified 17 Qualified 18  Qualified 19  Qualified 20 Qualified 21 Qualified
Salary on appointment JEETRET] N/A £7,032 N/A £8,125 £8,938 £9,367 | £10,304 £10,777 £11,848 £12,316 | £13,540
After 6 months £6,620 N/A £7,559 N/A £8,734 £9,608 £10,070 | £11,076 £11,585 £12,657
After 12 months £7,116 N/A £8,126 £8,939 £9,389 £10,328 £10825 = £11,907 £12,454 £13,526
After 18 months £7,650 N/A £8,736 £9,609 £10,094 | £11,103 £11,637 | £12,800 ATAGE21 | ATAGE 21
After 24 months £8,224 £9,046 £9,391 £10,330 £10,851 £11,936 £12,509 | £13,760
After 30 months £8,841 £9,725 £10,095 £11,105 £11,664 £12,831 ATAGE21 | AT AGE 21
After 36 months £9,504 | £10,454 £10,852 £11,938 £12,539 £13,793
After 42 months £10,216 | £11,238 £11,666 £12,833 ATAGE21 | ATAGE21
After 48 months £10,983 £12,081 £12,541 £13,79%

After 54 months £11,806 £12,987 AT AGE 21 AT AGE 21
After 60 months £12,692 £13,961
AT AGE 21 | AT AGE 21

NOTES:

1. The recommendation shows that trainees
and apprentices receive an additional 7.5%
every six months as recognition of the
valuable experience they are gaining as
they work towards their qualification. This
is in addition to any increment they may

receive on achieving a recognised
qualification.

2. The “Qualified” figures shown in green

include a 10% increase on the

recommended rate for staff having obtained
N/SVQ Level 2 (or NC/ND plus two years

experience).

3. Staff who have obtained qualifications on
a full time basis should not receive the 10%
qualification addition to their salary until
they have completed two years satisfactory

service as a working greenkeeper,

4. The rates apply for all sizes of golf club.

Position/size of golf course

First Assistant

Deputy Head Greenkeeper

Head Greenkeeper

Course Manager

NOTES:

(Competent at N/SVQ Level 3)

(Competent at N/SVQ Level 4) J

18 Hole
£13,093

27 Hole
£13,093

Qualified
£14,402

(Competent at N/SVQ Level 2
working towards N/SVQ Level 3)

RECOMMENDED starting salary for supervisory and managerial level greenkeeping staff

36 Hole
£13,093

Qualified
£14,402

Qualified
£14,402

(Competent at N/SVQ Level 3
working towards N/SVQ Level 4)

i
|
£15111 | £16,508 i £18,475 |
1 1
£21,010 £22,873 | £25616
|
2311 | £25,160 £28,177

possessing D32 or D33 certificates should

NB Over the age of 21 greenkeepers remain
on age 21 scale except for annual

increments or bonuses which may be paid

to staff. Further increments for qualified
greenkeepers depend on promotion to
supervisory and management positions.
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1. The “Qualified” figures shown in green
include a 10% increment on the
recommended rate for qualifying to N/SVQ
Level 3 (or HND/HNC plus two years
experience).

2. Head Greenkeepers and Course Managers

receive additional appropriate recognition.
3. The post of First Assistant is designed to
recognise a third in charge. In cases where
the First Assistant is the recognised Deputy,
the Deputy Head Greenkeeper rate should

apply.




Tough on turf

disease

I Rapid contact action.

I Immediately effective against a wide range

of turf diseases including Fusarium patch,
Red thread, and Dollar spot.

1 Will not scorch or damage turf.

! , . Containg 250

= Unique rainfast formulation allows . iz 3
CONTACT-ACTIR S Tl

application all year round but especially B \OE FOR
useful during the cooler months. i Tuke

I Available in 1 litre and new 5 litre containers.

I The No 1. choice for turf professionals for
over 11 years.

AVAILABLE
IN 5L
CANS

P RHONE-POULENC < .

Rhéne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 3¢
ROVRAL GREEN CONTAINS IPRODIONE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE

For details of your nearest Rhéne-Poulenc distributor, call 01277 301116
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Cowe Wear

Keeping ahead in protective clothing

<\ 7' | W
DON'T BE AN INJURY STATISTIC. COURSE CAP 904, 3
MEETS EUROPEAN SAFETY STANDARD PREN 812
TO PROTECT FROM HEAD INJURIES CAUSED BY CONTACT

WITH HARD OBJECTS.

<
Cougsﬁ

CE marked light weight, durable and fully breathable in
Blue or Green. Soft cover and lining designed for comfort
and appearance. Tested to protect from flying balls, tree
branches, cab roofs, day to day impacts.

The Keeper - hard-wearing cotton cover £39.75 No VAT

The Murray - ventile cover out-performs other
waterproof fabrics with fold-down flap for cold weather or
sun protection, sweat band, ear defender clip. Supplied in
a drawstring bag £47.75 No Vat

To order call 6ame @me on 01 535 61 1 1 03

w3 Parkway House Worth Way Keighley Yorkshire BD21 5LD

LATE @ JEARLY

Organic-based high potash foliar and root feed specially
formulated to maximise turf quality and afford protection
during over-wintering. Also provides early season treatment,
encouraging spring growth, stimulating soil bacteria and
enhancing colour. 3 x 20 litre containers treat one hectare.

-

ANALYSIS:
4-0-10w/v
plus seaweed,
other organics,
microbial proteins,
trace elements and

A\

from

AGRILAND
01202 532291

@elalcd iron. Fax 01202 535224 J
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Around the Green

Keeping in touch with news and comment
from the regions

SCOTTISH
REGION

Peter Boyd

Tel/Fax: 0141 616 3440
Central

The final golf tournament of ‘97
was held by courtesy of Auchter-
arder GC, on September 18, when
34 members and guests enjoyed a
great day’s golf in glorious sun-
shine and on a course in superb
condition thanks to Head Green-
keeper, Archie Dunn and his staff.
Our sincere thanks go to everyone
at Auchterarder, especially Secre-
tary Bill Campbell, Club Captain
Alex Murray for presenting the
prizes and to Sandra, Dougie and
staff for their first class fare and
service in the clubhouse through-
out the day. Prize winners on the
day were as follows:- Ransomes
Shield (Best Nett Aggregate Spring
& Autumn Tournaments) — Kenny
Stirling, The Dukes Course; AMP
Trophy (Best Gross) - Stuart
Smith, Lundin GC; Aitken Trophy
(Best Nett) — Donald McAllister,
Ladybank GC; Division 1: 1. Kenny
Stirling, The Dukes Course; 2. Rod
Hensby, Tulliallan GC; Division 2:
1. Andrew Crawford, Kinross GC;
2. Stuart Sime, Leven Links GC;
Division 3: 1. Peter Finlay, Auchter-
arder GC; 2. Ronald Peat, Fife
Council; Patrons — John Souter,
Souters Sportsturf; Associate -
Ailsa Wade, Milnathort GC,; Guests
— Sandy Herd, Leven Links GC.

Thanks to the Scottish Region
Patrons for contributing towards
our trophies and prizes and to
everyone who donated to the raf-
fle. T am still trying to secure
venues for next year’s tournaments
so if anyone has any thoughts on
this matter please get in touch with
me.

On October 1 a number of mem-
bers enjoyed a visit to the Stewart’s
of Edinburgh turf farm at Kinness-
wood on the shores of Loch Leven
where we were given an extensive
and educational presentation of
the work and investment involved
in producing high quality turf for
our profession (it still won’t stop
me haggling over the price!). It
was nice to see that, although he
has retired, David Sword, formerly
Head Greenkeeper at Bishopshire
GC, is still supporting the Section
and joined us on the day.

Our thanks go to Alan Miller, of

Stewart’s, for arranging the visit
and for the hospitality which he
extended to us at the local hotel
prior to the tour of the turf fields.

We extend a warm welcome to
the Section to the following new
members this month — Derek Scott,
Scoonie GC; Halldor Svanbergsson,
Neil Middleton, Angus Miller and
Suzanne Corgan, all Elmwood Col-
lege, and Gary Smith, of Stewarts.

I have eventually managed to
get all Section trophies together
and I will now have them valued
and engraved in time for the
Spring Tournament when we can
present them to the winners.

The Inter-Club Tournament is
yet again running behind schedule
(so what’s new?) due to games not
being played by the given dates. As
this Tournament is a way of keep-
ing in touch during the summer
months and meeting fellow green-
keepers from other courses would
everyone please try and bring their
respective ties up to date in order
that we can present the trophy at
the Spring Tournament in 1998.

A matter which is causing con-
cern to the Section Committee is
that at golf tournaments we have
reached the point where patrons
and guests are giving greater sup-
port than greenkeepers. Does this
mean that the majority of members
would not bother if we stopped
these tournaments? When you con-
sider that for less than £20 you can
have a round of golf (sometimes
two), meals and be competing for
around £500 worth of prizes you
would go a long way before getting
better value for your money. SO,
WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM
YOUR SECTION?

I will give you an update on the
AGM in next month’s issue, or per-
haps everyone will have attended
the meeting and know exactly
what is going on. Ah well, I can
always dream! Andy O’Hara had a
dream which I may tell you about
one day!

John Crawford

East

With the season nearing its end we
had our last major of the season,
the Autumn Tournament at Turn-
house GC, on September 25. A
great day was had by all who
attended but a very small turnout
considering this was the first of the



two qualifying rounds for the
Hayter Challenge (or whatever it is
to be named). Only 44 people
played and that included trade,
guests and invited guests. So not a
good turnout on a glorious autumn
day. The weather couldn’t have
been better which provided us with
some very good golf as the scores
show.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the Captain and
Council for the courtesy of the
course, the clubhouse staff for
looking after us — the meals were
great and last but not least Gavin
Ballantyne, the Head Greenkeeper
and his staff. The course was in
great condition, guys. You did
yourselves proud and it was very
enjoyable to play. We would also
like to thank Mr Jim McColl, the
Greens Convenor, for presenting
the prizes and also joining us for
the golf. The trophies were shared
between Swanston GC (my club)
and Glencorse GC as you will see
from the scoreboard that follows.
(Ian, you will have to try and
regain your aggregate cup in
1998).

I was pleased to be the first win-
ner of the new Scottish Grass
Machinery Cup and I would like to
thank SGM for presenting the cup
to the Section. It is a superb look-
ing trophy which is worth win-
ning.We look forward to seeing
everyone at the Spring Outing in
1998.

The results were:- Gross:- D.
Melville, Swanston GC, 72; Divi-
sion 1:- 1. T. Murray, Ratho Park
GC, 70; 2. I. Bell, Glencorse GC,
74; 3. J. Manuel, Goswick GC, 75;
Division 2:- 1. C. Yeaman,
Swanston GC, 73; 2. S. Halliday,
Melville GC, 75; 3. G. Ballantyne,
Turnhouse GC, 76; Division 3:- 1.
A. Forrest, Swanston GC, 74; 2. S.
Hall, Glencorse GC, 74; 3. J. Lums-
den, Glencorse GC, 77; Veteran —
R. Bullock, retired, 77; Trade — I.
Thompson, Provan GC, 77; Guest —
D McGinley, Swanston GC, 73;
Aggregate Cup Spring & Autumn —
C Yeaman, Swanston GC, 144; Best
Nett of the Day - Douglas
Melville,Swanston GC, 65. Turn-
house GC par was 69.

I would like to thank the trade
members for providing the raffle
prizes on the day, this is always
much appreciated by the Section.

In October we also had the
annual Stewart’s and Co match
with the North East of England
Section at Haddington GC, East
Lothian. A great day and night was
had by all! Thanks to Haddington
GC for the courtesy of the course,
the Steward and Stewardess for
the great meals and even better
refreshments! Also thanks to Nor-
man Wood and his staff for having
the course in good condition for
the visit of all these greenkeepers.
The result this year was another
victory by the North East lads by
3.5-2.5 so they retain the trophy
again! We are going to have to do
something about this. Possibly if
they don’t bring passports next
time they try and cross the border
they won't be able to get into Scot-
land and we will win by just turn-
ing up! No, we are not that lucky,
we will have to improve our per-
formances if we are to win back
the coveted “Stewart’s Quaich”.

The team is looking forward to
next year’s match already and once
again well done to the North East
lads on a winning performance. We
would also like to thank the match
sponsors Stewart’s and Co and
their Technical Sales Rep, John
Geddes, for looking after us all
once again. Your support for this
match is much appreciated by
everyone who plays in this match.
Thanks for everything you do each
year to make this match a success.

Next on the Agenda is the AGM
at Swanston GC. I will report on
this next month. I am echoing an
article from the Devon/Cornwall
Section news that when attending
all BIGGA events and functions,
please remember you are repre-
senting your profession and BIGGA
so please ensure you are properly
dressed with collar and tie on
arrival for lunch and afterwards for
evening meal. The standards in the
Section seem to be dropping so let
us ensure that it goes back up to
where it has always been.

If anyone has not got their dance
tickets by now for the annual din-
ner dance they should give Steve
Dixon a call now on 0131 660
3965 to reserve the last few tickets
available for the night of the year.
The date if you do not know by
now is Saturday December 6 at the
Kilspindie House Hotel, Aberlady:.

So if you need to drop me a line =

Selecting your
irrigation needs?

;

Can’t decide on which irrigation system to
choose? Are you confused by all the
different products on offer?

Toro understand your concerns, that’s why
they provide hundreds of sprinkler-valve-
controller combinations to suit every
situation. It's one of the reasons why more
golf courses world-wide select Toro
irrigation systems than all other brands
combined. Another is that all systems are
designed and installed to the highest
standards by a regional network of
specialist dealers that provide a

quality and affordable service.

It doesn’t have to
be a gamble.

,TORO UK Distributor for TL

Toro Irrigation Products

For more information call 01425 476261 K&

REF

412

T..L. Irrigation Limited, Water House, 10 Carvers Industrial Estate,
Southampton Road, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1JS.

Tel 01425 476261 Fax 01425 472380
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Around the Green

w you can do so at 74 Muirfield

Drive, Gullane, East Lothian EH31
2HJ or phone 01620 842037. If
you have any information let’s hear
from you, remember it is your Sec-
tion and this is your chance to be
heard.

Just one last thing before I go,
the Patrons’ Awards for 1997 are to
the two people who have attended
all BIGGA events and functions
over the past year. This year they
go to Robert Thomson, Peebles GC
and Gordon Trotter, Glencorse GC.
Well done lads, you both deserve
the awards. The prizes are a trip to
the BTME 98, in Harrogate in Jan-
uary, which will be presented in
December at the Patrons’ Dinner
and we are looking forward to see-
ing you down in Harrogate which
is a great three days and is well
worth attending. If anyone is think-
ing of going next year BIGGA Scot-
tish Region are running a trip to
include coach travel, Bed and
Breakfast and entrance to all semi-
nars and the show. If you are inter-
ested give our  Regional
Administrator, Peter Boyd a call on
0141 616 3440 for an application
form and further details.

Well, that’s it for this month, I
hope to hear from some of our
members soon!

Chris Yeaman

West

The first thing to report on is the
result from the five-a-side tourna-
ment held on September 7 at Scot-
stoun Leisure Centre. The weather
once again was fantastic, bright
sunshine.

After a few hiccups the tourna-
ment got under way although the
playing order was not quite what it
should have been! Souters strolled
through the first section then
Windy Clyde secured their place

through a Campine player being
sent off. East Kilbride as usual
eased their way through from sec-
tion three then a close fought bat-
tle in section four saw Rigby Taylor
come out on top on goal differ-
ence. In the semi-finals East Kil-
bride beat Souters and Windy
Clyde beat Rigby Taylor, both
games being well contested.

Down to the final — Windy Clyde
started well easing forward 3-1
with six minutes to go, then two
quick goals saw honours even. It
looked like penalties again but wait
a minute, a pass back (or was it?
Remember the ref’s decision is
final) and East Kilbride were
awarded a penalty. The fourth goal
came and a Windy Clyde man was
sent off for disagreeing just slightly
with the ref’s opinion.

The whole tournament went, in
the main, smoothly. A few words of
thanks are extended to John Scott
for presenting the prizes and for
keeping control of the score board
on the day. The referees are to be
thanked. Everybody thinks it’s so
easy to control play but after
watching and listening to play I
think they have an extremely diffi-
cult job. Rigby Taylor were the
main sponsors by presenting a
magnificent trophy for the winners.
We have to say thank you very
much for their kind generosity and
last but not least thanks to all the
teams which took part. We are
delighted the event is so popular
and enjoyable.

A few things to remember for
the coming months. The annual
dinner is at the Admiral once again
with the same format and it is
booked for November 28 so please
come along, tickets will be avail-
able shortly. The AGM come games
night has been organised for
December 11 again at the Clare-
mont. This is a very good night,
normally with free pies, so come
along and enjoy the evening and if
you wish, say a few words at the
meeting!

The 11-a-side team have been in
action recently against Allied Tim-
ber, a match Brian Hillam arranged

which will be a regular occurrence
judging by the response. Plenty of
activity on this front I would hope
this year as a lot of interest has
been shown.

Now the report, a good team
was compiled even though it was a
last minute fixture Allied proved
good opposition. Our Section
opened up the scoreline from
Eddie Devine, Paisley GC. He
apparently had an excellent game.
Then disaster — they scored two
goals to make half time 2-1 down.
Next Graeme Shearer equalised
and then they scored again — 3-2
with desperate action on both
sides. However, with the last kick
of the ball the equaliser and who
was the scorer, yes Brian! We still
remain undefeated, so well done.

I would like to wish a warm wel-
come to new member James McIn-
tyre, Glasgow University Estates
Manager. We hope to see you at
some of the events.

Finally the Hayter report. This
year three people represented the
West Section and although an
excellent time was had I'm afraid
our performances left a lot to be
desired. The course was long and
tight which proved costly for any
stray shots of which I had plenty.
The event was extremely well run,
very enjoyable and we should
express our thanks to all those who
are involved.

Thanks go to Ganton for holding
the event, to Head Greenkeeper
David Spurden for preparing the
course in excellent condition, to
BIGGA for running the tournament
and last but not least Hayter for
their support for sadly the last
time.

On a sad note less than a week
after the event the David Spurden
was shot and died in an accident
and we send our sincere thoughts
of condolence at this time.

That's all folks, remember if you
have something of interest then
please contact me on 0141 942
5554.

Sorry, I nearly forgot, welcome
to Peter Boyd, our new Regional
Administrator — I hope we don’t

give you too many headaches!
Stuart Taylor

North
The Section outing to Alyth was a
great day out on a superb golf
course in lovely sunshine. Thanks
to Brian Cocker, his staff and all at
Alyth who made us very welcome.
Prize winners were as follows:-
Scratch, G Hampton Cup - 1. John
Urquhart, Tain, 68; 2. Colin Forbes,
Tarland, 73; Division 1- 1. Bruce
McLaren, Blairgowrie, 72; 2. Neil
Kidd, Keith; 72; 3. Gordon Moir, St
Andrews, 74; Division 2 - 1.
(MacLean Trophy) Ross MacLeod,
Tain, 67; 2. Scott Williams, Peter-
culter, 70 (also winner of
Spring/Autumn Aggregate for the
Meldrum Trophy with 132); 3.
John Taylor, retired, 73 (also win-
ner of M & M Trophy for Veteran
Aggregate on 142); Division 3 - 1.
Brian Cocker, Alyth, 69; 2. David
Marnoch, Peterculter, 75 (also win-
ner of Head Greenkeeper Aggre-
gate Shield); 3. Michael Reid,
Newmacher, 79; Veteran Toro Tro-
phy — 1. Robert Napier, retired, 71;
2. Arthur Williamson, retired, 73;
Apprentice — 1. Calum Faulkener,
Strathpeffer, 70; 2. John Morton,
Alford, 77; Guest — A. Fiddes,
Alyth, 69; Trade — Pat Allan, Stew-
art’s, 71; Longest Drive — Division 1
— Neil Sadler, Grantown; Division 2
— Gordon McKie, St Andrews; Divi-
sion 3 — David Marnoch; Nearest
the Pin — John Morton; Committee
Trophy — Ian MacLeod, Tain, 75.
The BIGGA Blazer was won by
Willie Robertson, Elenisla GC. 200
Club winners were May £30 - Eoin
Riddell, Royal Dornoch, June £30 -
Kevin Fowler, Fortrose, July £30 —
Murray Gordon, Braemar, and
August £100 — Sam Morrison, now
of Bothwell Castle. The final four
draws will be made at our AGM
this month at McDonald GC, Ellon.

Colin Mackay, Elmwood Golf
Club, got a late call up to the
Hayter Team at Grantown but
unfortunately was unable to inspire
them to victory.

I would just like to say how
upset [ was to hear the news of the

THE UNIQUE VERTI-DRAIN:
Redexim

B  Unique patent adjustable
parallelogram forced heave

B  Simple tine design

B  Leaves playing surface in
superb condition

THE CHOICE OF CHAMPIONSHIP Ct
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BIOSTIMULANTS &
MICRONUTRIENTS

vl J’ o~ R vp

Professional Solutions for the Green Environment 1




123 Premix™ is an easy to use pre-mixed
formulation of three of the Amenity
Technology micronutrient, biostimulant

and wetting agent range. Contains 1 part
AGRIplex™, 2 parts ironROOTS2™ and

3 parts NoburN™ Available in 10 It. containers.
Apply at 20 Its. per hectare every 4 weeks,

or as Drencher 123 pellets for spot treatment
of damaged areas.

5.0% [(Fe) Iron AGRIplex™ Micronutrient for
Greens and Tees
4.0% |(K,0) Soluble Potash AGRIplex™ is a fully chelated micronutrient

feed that provides specific, secondary and
3.0% HED e e micronutrients necessary for the correction
2.0% |(Mn) Manganese of nutrient deficiencies in turf plants.
AGRIplex™ is designed to supplement all
1.4% [(S) Sulphur fertilizer programmes, especially on sand
greens where nutrient leaching is a major
problem.An application of 6 Its. per hectare
every 4 weeks will provide all the necessary
micronutrients for fine turf.

0.5% |(Zn) |Zinc

0.1% |(Cu) Copper

0.1% |(B)|Boron

NoburN  Natural Wetting Agent

NoburN" natural wetting agent and soil penetrant is a non-
scorching organic surfactant made with yucca plant extract.
NoburN " is used to increase water retention and percolation
in dry, hydrophobic or compacted soils. NoburN~ will not burn
or discolour turfgrass or plants, even when not watered in.

NoburN" should be applied at 10 Its. per hectare every 4 weeks.

The effect of NoburN"™ in reducing
contact angle between a water
droplet and a hydrophobic surface
to improve surface wetting.

-
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ROOTS2™ and ironROOTS2™

New second generation concentrated

biostimulants

® Cold water kelp extract (giving 40ppm plant
hormones)

@ Proven blend of humic acids, vitamins and
sugars

® Choice of iron for added green up

® Over 10 years of university research and
development
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CONTROL ROOTS

ROOTS2™ and ironROOTS2™ offer the best in seaweed and plant biotechnology.
Tried and tested formulas have been proven to give increased stress and salinity
tolerance. Tests have shown that with ROOTS2™ and ironROOTS2™ you can achieve
increased root growth and better plant development with reduced fertiliser levels,
saving both time and money in costly fertilizer applications. Use ROOTS2™ and
ironROOTS2™ at any time during the growing season. For optimum results combine
this with AGRIplex™ micronutrients and NoburN™ wetting agent for the complete
nutrient supplement programme for fine turf.




The long cold autumn and winter months can leave sports turf looking pale and discoloured,
especially if the sward contains a high percentage of annual meadow grass. The patented iron
chelates and sulphur in the Amenity Technology range can help achieve a deep sustained green up
of the playing surface, along with an increased hardiness against disease and stress, until such time
as spring feed can be applied. Designed for a quick response with a greener, longer lasting colour.

WATER SOLUBLE IRON
SOLUplex™ soluble iron is available in 1 hectare bags. SOLUplex™
is extremely soluble and very economical to use, making it ideal
for bulk spraying of fairways and outfields.

LIQUID IRONS

LAWNplex™and Fe8%" offer advanced
patented chelated iron formulas designed
to give maximum iron uptake during
reduced plant activity.

LAWNplex™ has been specially designed
with sand greens in mind, with the
inclusion of 2% nitrogen for increased
nutrient iron uptake, along with all the
advantages of 7% sulphur.

Fe8% and LAWNplex™ should be applied
at 10-20 Its. per hectare for corrective
treatment of iron deficiency, or at a
maintenance rate of 10 Its. per hectare
every 4 weeks.

Amenity Technology Products Ltd., Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street, Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX
Telephone +(44) 0118 951 0033 Fax +(44) 0118 951 0044




tragic death of Ganton’s, David
Spurden, in an accident on the
course recently. He was a good
friend and I will miss seeing him at
BIGGA events. My condolences to
his family.

The Section patron winners are
Dale Robertson, Newmacher, and
Bradley Wood, Westhill, who win a
trip to BTME 1998. Thanks to the
Scottish Patronage Scheme.

All the best to Sean Jaffrey, who
moved from Strathmore to Ellon
recently. Congratulations to Steve
Sullivan, Craigie Hill, for sweeping
all before him at the BIGGA Cham-
pionships at Cooden Beach in
August. Steve would like to start
up a Four Ball Better Ball Knockout
in the Section next Spring. Early
rounds will be regional to cut
down on travel to start with. For
more information and to enter
phone Steve on 01738 643778.

Finally have you got a library
book from the Section? There are
three missing. Contact Hugh
McLatchie on 01779 470173 or
Dougal Duguid on 01224 740329
if you know where they are.
lain MacLeod

NORTHERN
REGION
Douglas Bell

Tel: 0151 431 0433
North West
This month’s news unfortunately
starts with some sad news. John
Lennard, a member of the North
West Section for many years has
died after a long illness. John, who
worked at Prestbury GC some
years ago, moved on to Northen-
den GC and then on to Shrigley
Hall where he carried out some
major construction work. Eventu-
ally he made his final move to Mer-
rydale GC where he constructed 9
holes before becoming ill.

More sad news is the death of
David Spurden, a member of the
Northern Section. David was Head
Greenkeeper at Ganton GC for 17
years and had just hosted the
Hayter Challenge Final at Ganton
one week before his untimely
death. Many of the North West

members will have known David
from the Roses matches and the
Greenkeepering Support Team at
the Open.

The weather just before the
Autumn tournament at Keswick GC
on September 9 had been contin-
ual rain for days and John Turner,
the Head Greenkeeper was anxious
to say the least as to how the
course would be on that day. No
problems! The sun shone, the
course was in great condition and
thanks to John and his staff every-
one enjoyed the day. The views
from the course of the surrounding
mountains are breathtaking and
we were even treated to the sight
of a buzzard flying up the valley.
The prize table took us through to
11th nett but the main prize win-
ners were:- Best Nett - Peter
Rainey; Best Gross — John Berry;
Over 55s — Bert Cross; Aggregate
Trophy — Alec Davies. We were for-
tunate to have a very special guest
with us on the day. Lord Whitelaw
came along and presented the
prizes to the winners before joining
us for dinner. I would like to thank
Lord Whitelaw for allowing us the
pleasure of his company, Keswick
GC for allowing us the courtesy of
the course, John Turner and his
staff for their hard work in prepar-
ing the course, John Fleet and his
wife for the lovely meals and bar
service and the companies who
helped to swell the prize table,
namely Rigby Taylor, Supaturf,
Ritefeed, GEM, Martin Brothers,
Cheshire Sand and Top Dressing,
Cheshire Turf Machinery and Bath-
gate Top Dressing.

The Hayter Challenge Final at
Ganton GC was played on Septem-
ber 18 with 63 competitors who
had won through from their vari-
ous spring tournaments and
regional finals. The course was
immaculate thanks to David Spur-
den and his staff and it is easy to
see why this course is classed as
one of the best and most difficult
courses around. The course is
heavily planted with gorse and
trees and there are plenty of
bunkers waiting to catch the way-

ward short. I think the bunkers
were designed by Adolf Hitler and
constructed by this war planes with
landmines they were so deep! The
competitors had plenty to play for
with prizes but also with places for
next years Rest of the World team
to play in America. Unfortunately
we had no winners from the North
West.

This year’s Christmas competi-
tion is at Wilmslow GC, on Thurs-
day November 27. The Section
AGM will take place immediately
after the golf and will be followed
by a Christmas Dinner. The tee will
be available from 10 am and all
entries must be in by Saturday,
November 22, with your deposit of
£10 to Bill Merritt, 225 Utting
Avenue, Clubmore, Liverpool, L4
9RB. All competitors will be
required to bring along a bottle so
that everybody takes home a prize.

Any news, views or complaints
please contact me on 0151 724
5412.

Bert Cross

North East

The Autumn Competition was held
at Boldon GC, on Thursday, Sep-
tember 25. Forty members turned
up to play which for me as Secre-
tary was very gratifying consider-
ing there were a few familiar faces
missing. Steve Miller and his staff
had the course in excellent condi-
tion and we thank the committee
for giving us courtesy of the course
and also to the Stewardess for a
great meal. Donations were
received from The Ryton Gravel
Co, Aitkens, Boldon GC, Stocksfield
GC, Greenlay, Border Turf Services
and Turf Care Supplies and on
behalf of the Section I would like
to thank all the sponsors. The
results were as follows:- Best Nett
(Ransome Cup) - B. Wilson,
Stocksfield, 73-6-66; Best Nett,
Greenlay Cup 0-9 handicaps - R
Reid, Prudhoe, 75-7-68; Best Nett
(Fewster Shield) 10-28 handicaps -
G. Wright, Crook, 85-15-70; Best
Gross Salver — A. McLure, 75.
Other scores were B. Walker
(guest), 83-14-69; M. Woods

(guest), 80-10-70; A. Mooney, 91-
20-71; D. Sharkey, 76-4-72; G. Bax-
ter, 78-6-72; J. Redhead, 84-12-72;
D. Dalby, 82-10-72; D. Street, 83-
11-72; K. Mould, 87-15-72.

The annual match against SE
Scotland will have taken place by
now, hopefully we shall regain the
cup at Haddington.

Both Brian Hughes and Kevin
Mould, of Whickham, have done
well this year in passing Phase 4
and Phase 2 respectively, better
late than never with that news.
May I remind you that some of the
players who played in the knock-
out competitions have not paid
their entry fee. Please get in touch
with David Cuthbertson, we need
the money for the prizes.

Sometime in December we are
having a competition at South
Moor followed by the AGM presen-
tation of all the trophies played for
in 1997 followed by a meal. All
members will be sent a letter ask-
ing if they would like to attend.
The President of the Section Mr
Tony Chambers of Shorts will pre-
sent the trophies.

Jimmy Richardson

Cleveland

The Turfcare sponsored quiz versus
the Institute of Groundsman takes
place at Mount Oswald GC,
Durham at 7.30 pm on December
10. The brilliant two Kevins from
Brancepeth GC need help to
defend the greenkeeper’s record, so
turn up lads and show your talent!

Our Secretary, Gary Munro, has
been busy as Manager of the Wyn-
yard GC. His course was host to the
European Tour “School” recently in
a 54 hole event. 150 entered with
passports into the final qualifying
stage on the Costa del Sol up for
grabs.

George Salabank, Student
Greenkeeper, at Eaglescliffe GC
has, after three months employ-
ment, been taken on for a further
year. Earlier he completed a two
year course at the Scottish College
where he obtained a HND in Sport
and Leisure. He plays off a handi-
cap of 11.

TS EFFECT IS SHATTERING

Charterhouse

Deep aeration on an intensively used golf course is vital if the grasses
which we require are to survive.

We purchased our first Verti-Drain back in 1983 and very
quickly bought a second. Both these machines have
been working on a continuous basis providing
excellent results and utilising only a
minimum of spare parts.

Comment From Walter Woods

St. Andrews Links Golf Course supervisor

URSES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, - = <
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It's almost here and BIGGA will
be showing the lot!

Seminar success
Ken and Sami report that the
education programme is
rapidly filling up. Hardly
surprising when you see this
year's programme! See The
Learning Experience or phone
Sami for details.

The banquet

Have you booked your ticket
yet for the most sensational
night of the year? Due to ever
growing demand, the venue
this year will be Hall D of the
Exhibition Centre and tickets
are selling like hot cakes.

Exhibitors galore
More exhibitors than ever will
be revealing all at this year's
show. Over 175 companies to
date have staked their place for
the 1998 event of the year!

You've seen the film of
the year — now see the
show of the year!

So, if you
haven’t seen
BIGGA in

all its glory,
then make a
date for the
event of '98!

BIGGA

A
oETe
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Who’s comin
to dinner?

Find out more in next month’s ERIENKIEPEH
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Around the Green

Shaun Carroll is to attend a
machinery training course in an
effort to help out at his Club with
machinery troubles in the future.
Machines are getting more and
more sophisticated, and costly!

The dry weather in September is
great for treatment of greens and
tees and there’s no sign of worm
casts yet!

There will be more news in the
members’ newsletter from our Sec-
retary.

Bruce Burnell

North Wales

Well, it has been a long time hasn’t
it? May I first introduce myself — I
am David Goodridge and Acting
Chairman and Press Officer of your
Section and Head Greenkeeper at
Denbigh GC. The last 12 months
have seen a turbulent time at com-
mittee level with resignations fly-
ing about and all the gossip and
innuendoes that go on. Most of us
have to deal with committees in
our working life and know all the
inherent short falls etc. However it
is democratic even though things
don’t always go the way you would

want or expect. Remember it is
YOUR Section and it needs YOUR
input. I am available on 01824
710693 for your views, news and
basically anything to do with golf
and greenkeeping including births,
deaths, weddings... I sound like a
register office!

But seriously we are looking for
a Secretary as Trevor Johnstone
finds he hasn’t got the time to do
both the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s
job. The position does take time
and you will find your ear has to
be surgically removed from the
phone at times but there must be
one of you out there that would
love to know everything that’s
going on as well as contributing a
hell of a lot to the Section.

The AGM will be held at the
Christmas meeting, on December
3. More details will be available
from me soon.

Onto a more sombre note, it is
my sad duty to inform you that Ken
Hawkins passed away on August 8
after spending some time in hospi-
tal after suffering a stroke. Any of
you who played in the meetings at
Cardon Park, Porthmadog or Frod-
sham will remember Ken as a
starter who made sure everything
ran smoothly, always had a laugh
and a joke and showed such enthu-
siasm that starting a round of golf
and the clubhouse afterwards will
never be the same.

It is always best to finish things

on a high note and for one of our
members I suppose a few thousand
feet over the Atlantic next October
is pretty high. The said member is
Russell Lewis, of Northop Country
Park. Russell who plays off 3 is rep-
resenting Wales in the Hayter
International Challenge Cup after
winning his way through Frod-
sham, Maften Hall and Ganton and
he finds himself on his way to
Atlanta, Georgia. Nice one Russ,
let’s hope it’s the Dragon that flies
top of the pile. I'm sure the whole
Section will be willing you on.
Anyway, it’s Friday, it's 7.30pm,
now where’s that beer?
Dave Goodridge

Sheffield

On September 22 we held our
autumn competition at Sicklehome
GC. It was a perfect day for playing
golf and was enjoyed by the 38
members who played. Our thanks
go to Sicklehome for giving us
courtesy of the course. Thanks also
go to Mike Lake and his staff who
presented the course in such lovely
condition. Well done, Mike!

Thanks also go to the stewardess
and her staff for the excellent meal
which was enjoyed by everyone.

Our thanks go to Tony Dobson,
of Henton 7 Chattells, who were
the main sponsors of the competi-
tion and for providing the excellent
prize table. Other trade members
who provided prizes were Glen

Hardcastle, County Crops; Alan
Dyson, Gem; Brian Booth, Rigby
Taylors; Steve Burroughs, Amenity
Turf Supplies; Peter Fell, Aitkens,
and Les Purdy, Purdys.

Congratulations go to all the
prize winners at Sicklehome and
well done to Craig Duncan who,
with an excellent score of 38
points, won the competition. I
think local knowledge helped
Craig. Well done.

Results: 1. C. Duncan, 38pts; 2.
M. Coltas, 37 pts; 3. P Neve, 36pts;
4. P Docherty, 36pts (I heard you
had a bit of fun on the 18th, Paul!)

My apologies to Paul Neve who
also qualified for the Hayter Final.
Unfortunately, Mick Coltas and
Paul didn’t have any luck in the
final.

At the National Tournament Paul
had better luck because he won his
Handicap Division thus qualifing
for the Kubuta Challenge. Well
done and good luck Paul.

Congratulations go to Jeremy
Duffield who has been appointed
Head Greenkeeper at Dore and
Totley GC. Jeremy moves to Dore
from Howley Hall in Leeds. Good
luck, Jeremy.

A few dates for your diaries .

Golf:- November 24, Christmas
competition at Rotherham GC.

Lectures. December 4, Mr R.
Laycock, Turf Consultant; February
5, Mr N. Baldwin, Service Chemi-
cals, ex- STRI and March 5, Mr A.

o‘-\tﬂ l/%‘
TORO Js—~—¢
orpo

fRoanne:

You can’t beat the system

Turf Irrigation Services (TIS) are
specialists in providing irrigation
and water quality management
systems to the golf course, sports
turf and landscape industry.

As authorised Toro irrigation
and Otterbine water aeration

@ dealers, each company provides

ide range of design,
allation and maintenance
ses undertaken by a team of
jerienced staff and engineers.
When you have a need to discuss
“ferigation or water quality
ment, call the experts.

Scotland:
TIS (Seotland) Ltd (01506) 857666
N. England/S&W Midlands & Wales:
TIS (Sandbach) Ltd (01477) 500255
or (01939) 210877

Southern England:

TIS (Southern) Ltd (01903) 859933
or (01425) 479232
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Around the Green

Morton, Maxicrop. All at Rother-
ham GC at 2.30pm.

Finally, Barry Heaney recently
retired from Wortley GC due to ill
health. I hope you have an easy
and happy retirement, Barry. Barry
has done a lot of work for the Asso-
ciation and is still doing it so you
deserve a happy retirement. Good
luck.

John Lax

Northern

This year’s Winter Tournament
which is at Scarcroft GC is to be
held on Wednesday December 3
and NOT Wednesday December 10
at previously advertised. The tee
off time will remain the same at
10.30 am. The AGM will follow the
golf and meal with a start time of
6.00 pm.

This year’s Invitation Day Tour-
nament was held at Skipton GC.
Unfortunately I was unable to
attend but reports have filtered
back that the day was a success.
Many thanks to committee mem-
bers for sorting out the proceedings
on the day. Thank you to Ritefeed
for sponsoring the prizes and to

Alan Cordingley for attending on
their behalf. The greens were
apparently in excellent condition
so thanks to Gary Potter and his
boys for their hard work preparing
the course. Results for the day
were as follows:- 1. A Baxter & M
Collins; 2. A Court & J Oxley; 3. K
Christie & T Jackson; 4. C Hill & A
Cooper; 5. K Purdy & I Summers-
gill. Nearest the pin:- 1. P
Kavanagh; 2. G Potter.

Congratulations to three of our
lads within the Section on recently
reaching Head Greenkeeper status.
Firstly to Telford Jarvis, at Scar-
croft GC, secondly to Tito Arana, at
Riddlesden GC, and finally to
Gavin Hawker, at Silsden GC. I
hope you all settle in your new
roles.

At a recent section committee
meeting a couple of things were
agreed upon. Firstly that the golf-
ing events for 1998 will have to be
paid in full at least one week
before the tournament — no name
and money before hand means no
play on the day. This will hopefully
prevent problems we have encoun-
tered in the past.

Secondly that the Annual Dinner
Dance is again to be held at Brad-
ford GC at the date agreed upon,
March 14 1998. The agreed price is
£16 per head to include the meal,
wine on the table and entertain-
ment.

It was nice to see our new

Regional Administrator, Doug Bell,
attend our meeting. Doug stated
that everything was a little strange
to him at the moment but I am
sure that he will soon get into the
swing of things. No doubt many of
you will be seeing Doug at your
golf clubs — maybe he will even be
able to persuade some to pay the
recommended rates!

Again, if anyone has any news
from within the Section please do
not hesitate to contact me at 1
Cockley Meadows, Kirkheaton,
Huddersfield HD5 OLA, telephone
01484 317813.

Simon Heppenstall

MIDLAND
REGION

Peter Larter

Tel: 01480 437507
East Midlands
This year’s Autumn Tournament
was played at the excellent venue
of Chevin GC on September 3.
Although heavy rain had been
falling for several days prior to the
Tournament and on the day, the
course was presented in pristine
condition by Mike Billings and his
staff. In difficult conditions some
respectable scores were posted
with the winnners as follows:- Cat-
egory 1: 1. P Billings, Cotgrave
Place, 82-8-74; 2. R. Barker, Kirby
Muxloe, 78-3-75; 3. A. Foulds,
Manor, 84-9-75. Category 2: 1. A.
Bindley, Kirby Muxloe, 91-16-75; 2.

K. Davis, Lutterworth, 92-15-77; 2.
D. James, Scraptoft, 94-16-78. Cat-
egory 3: 1. M. Bindley, Kirby
Muxloe, 91-21-70; 2. S. Heap,
Rothley, 102-22-80; 3. M. Billings,
Chevin, 104-22-82. Trade and
Associate: G. Thurman, Charn-
wood Forest, 86-8-78.

The Section’s gratitude should
go to Chevin GC for courtesy of
their fine course and to the Stew-
ard for an excellent meal. Also I
would like to thank our very gener-
ous sponsors for the day, Charn-
wood and Highmeres Lawnmower
Services who unfortunately could
not be with us on the day because
of the Saltex Show. Also I am most
grateful to all those committee
members who helped to run this
event.

This years Supaturf K/O Cup
was won by Adie Porter, Greetham
Valley, who defeated Dave Mitchell,
Springwater, by 6&5 in the final
held at Lingdale GC. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank Ling-
dale GC for hosting the Final on
their excellent course.

In the Cosby Am-Am Richard
Barker, Adie Porter, Roger Barker
and myself finished with a 2-over-
par score of 144 with the highlight
of the round on the par 3, 185 yard
14th hole. After hitting a 5-iron
onto the green Roger then knocked
in a 30 foot putt for a birdie 2 giv-
ing the team a share in the 2s sweep.
Antony Bindley = Page 36

HTC 18

* A Professional machine with a 1.8m
working width

* Floating head mechanism on rubber

suspension allows ground contours
to be followed accurately
 Available with brush rotor or a

Rl F | e Y
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WE ASKED OUR CUSTOMERS
WHAT THEIR IDEAL TURF
MAINTENANCE SYSTEM
WOULD LOOK LIKE.

HERE IT IS. g

(And you won'’t believe
the price!)

= "1 74 :A -
C -Ir-\ T CJ pr L -\I SJISIS attachments
le to operate @ large number M ilu: ot
2? i?nplements, effectively

M Hydraulic 6spline,540rpm
PTO drive |
ssure [g 6lbs/in’ footprint pressure
Low ground pre

atented system
Weight transfer system M SISIS p

Articulated sfegrin; for
tight turning circle

{g Fast ground speed
High workrate M |
Option
Tipping body

[E’ Minimal
Low maintenance

And with all the advantages
of a truckster

or @
As manoeuvrable asa truckst

t
As easy touse asa compac

7 lots of
Even this! (And
: - : :
somewhere 10 puta drinks ca M s A iyebr
and mobile phone

SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD, Hurdsfield, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 2LZ
Tel. 01625 503030 Fax. 427426 Spares Hotline 01625 503020 e-mail SISIS @sectec.org
SISIS Centre in Scotland: The Roundel, Middlefield Ind.Est. m

Falkirk, FK2 9HG Tel. 01324 629635 Fax. 632894

SISIS Centre in USA: SISIS INC., Florida s I S I s D m I
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LS::lecting the best spray chemicals for
your turf is one thing, applying them
with the required accuracy is another.
That's why at Hardi we don't measure

o
Har dl ma,ke S the performances of our spraying

equipment solely in terms of tank

ever dro C()unt capacity, nozzle output and bar pressure.
y p We measure it in your terms,

Uniform coverage, speed of

application and effective results.
i

|—~r

For example, we High specification
%Y sprayer. Tank sizes
know that your indi- 39 540/09 fires.
vidual requirements Fitting kits available
Jor all turf utility

in terms of chemical vehicles.
choice, climate, terrain

and turf condition, are unique.

AM-TR-2 600/800 Trailer Sprayer
High capacity spraying with large
volume lanks and wide booms.
Complete with

P10 drive.

That's why Hardi offer a complete
range of amenity sprayers to suit all
situations with tank sizes from

100 - 1500 litres.

When it's the end result that counts you
can always rely on us... no matter what

the pressures.

We’ve got it covered

For more details or the name of your nearest
Hardi distributor call

01455 233811
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PUMPS TECHNOLOGY

— the heart of the system

rrigation systems are carefully

designed by specialists to bal-
ance the local supply of water
with the demand created by oper-
ating sprinklers. This balance can
be achieved either by increasing
water supply at the source; or, by
limiting the number of sprinklers
or zones of sprinklers applying
water at any given moment.

Furthermore, sprinklers are
designed to function at specific
pressures. The water source must
not only deliver an adequate vol-
ume of water, but also at the right
pressure. This makes on-site
pumps essential for proper irriga-
tion on golf courses, parks and
other large sites.

Considering golf courses have
between 500 and 2,000 sprinkler
heads controlled by many field
stations, with generally only one
pump station, the balancing act is

very complicated. Consider fur-
ther that irrigation must occur in
a limited time frame, that the
amount of water being applied
changes by station and by the irri-
gation event (with input of evap-
ortranspiration data), and that
higher elevation can reduce the
water pressure available for sprin-
klers in higher zones. Now, you
can appreciate why experienced
engineers are needed to design
and install large irrigation sys-
tems. Pressure and flow are
related. If the flow of water used
by sprinkler heads exceeds the
supply, pressure will fall. If pres-
sure falls below the design pres-
sure of the head, it won't
distribute water to the same rate,
distance of uniformity.

One way to achieve balance is
by regulating the number and
types of heads operating at the

NORTH
STAFFS

IRRIGATION

Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone S115 81B

“The important aspect in choosing the specialist equipment
is to choose the right sprinkler and controller rather than the
make” Greenkeeper International, March 1997

With 30 years experience of providing sports turf
specialist company is
completely independent of a brand manufacturer.
Each bespoke system is designed by our qualified
engineers to the highest specification and according
to the individual requirements of the course, and
with a thorough knowledge of the products
produced by the top manufacturers we are in the
best position to provide top of the range service

irrigation systems our

care.

Our current portfolio includes: Woodsome Hall,
Werneth Low and Royal Lytham & St Annes.

At the end of the day the system has to work
Ours do - Beautifully

Call us to arrange a free consultation on

01785 812706

same time to match the water
output of the pump station. You
start with the known output(s) of
the pump station and figure out a
combination of zones to use this
amount of water. You will also
need to schedule irrigation so
that all combinations of zones
have the correct demand. The old
way to do this was to pop in valve
groups until the pump could just
keep up. This is considerably eas-
ier today with the advent of com-
puter flow management software
and central controllers. Hydro-
zoning of sprinklers and flow sen-
sors make it possible to create an
almost infinite number of sprin-
kler combinations.

B New pump technologies - the
other way to achieve balance is to
regulate the output of the pump
station by staging multiple pumps
or by changing pump speed with
variable frequency drive (VFD).
This leads to a debate between
pump station manufacturers
regarding which is better.

Conventional electric pumps
running on alternating current
operate at one efficient speed. By
staging pumps to come on one
after the other as flow demand
increases, the specified pressure
and flow rate are met. When flow
demand decreases, the pumps
shut down in reverse order. Gen-
erally, a small pump runs con-
stantly to maintain system
pressure.

The rough edge of this type of
system is the surge in pressure it
can generate at start-up and shut-
down. When electric current is
supplied to each pump, it acceler-
ates quickly to its design speed.
The solution is to closely co-ordi-
nate the opening and closing of
sprinkler valves with the start-up
and shut-down of the pumps in
the station. Significant progress
has been made getting pump con-
trols to mate with sprinkler valve
controls. However, the output is
still restricted to the total of the
pumps operating at any moment.
Unless the irrigation schedule
delivers a sprinkler demand that
matches these staged outputs,
some energy will be wasted.

VFD lets pumps ramp up and
down to soften the pulse of pres-
sure in the irrigation system. The

speed of these pumps can be
changed to reduce or increase
their output. While the efficiency
of the pump might not be the
greatest at lower rpms, some
energy is conserved. The real
question is when is the higher
cost of VFDs returned by energy
savings. The longer the irrigation
system operates during the year,
the more likely a VFD is to make
sense.

M Variable Speed Drive Pumps
The modern approach to pump
station efficiency is two-sided. By
communicating the pump station
controller, a central controller can
deliver greater efficiency ad
reduced pressure fluctuation. This
results in lower energy consump-
tion and fewer blowouts caused
by pressure surges. Higher eleva-
tion zones can be recognised by
the controller to signal the pump
station to increase pressure. Since
the pressure zones can be con-
trolled to fit sprinkler design
specifications, water distribution
uniformity by the heads is opti-
mised for the best control over
application. Not only is energy
saved, so is water.

Operating pressures are also
coming down as lower-pressure
turf heads are perfected. Older
pump stations might need to be
retrofitted to deliver less pres-
sure.

Finally, as water supplies are
stretched and lower quality water
is utilised for large turf irrigation,
filters must be engineered into
the pump station. The needs of
the filters must be met by the
pumps, just as the needs of sprin-
klers have been. Backflushing and
other types of filter maintenance
must be considered in the irriga-
tion schedule.

From the beginning, pump sta-
tions have been a critical compo-
nent of irrigation system control.
This role will continue to grow as
water and energy become more
precious.

SPRINKLER TECHNOLOGY -
THE MUSCLES OF THE
SYSTEM

Golf sprinklers have probably one
common denominator — they all
lay water down in a circular pat-
tern. The basic principle of turf



irrigation is to apply an even
application of water over the irri-
gated area.
M vValve in Head (VIH) or Block
Control?
There are advantages and disad-
vantages to valve-in-head control.
The important point to under-
stand is that certain sites suit VIH
sprinklers whilst others do not.
With total individual sprinkler
control, maximum water use effi-
ciency can be achieved. This is
probably the most important argu-
ment for valve in head sprinklers
and is the main reason for their
development. The most important
point to note here is that the sys-
tem must be operated efficiently,
however it is expensive, it is com-
plex and it works well.
Bl New Sprinkler Technologies —
Low pressure, low precipitation
irrigation through nozzle engi-
neering is becoming more popu-
lar towards the millennium,
offering the following advan-
tages:
a)More efficient profiles are eas-
ier to maintain, closer head spac-

ing facilitates lowering of precipi-
tation rates and head operating
pressure.

b) Lower head operating pressure
saves in energy cost to pump the
system:

— saves in the wear and tear on
system due to surges and water
hammer (heads, valves and
plumbing),

— creates larger droplets that fight
wind better.

c)Lowering the precipitation
rates will conserve water:

— matching application rates to
soils infiltration will minimise
run-off wastage,

— water stays where applied,
reduces compaction, chemical
waste and liability,

— better uniformity of water
yields better turf appearance and
improves playability,

— smaller lateral pipes, swing
joints, fewer and smaller auto-
matic valves, fewer stations/con-
trol zones and less wire,

— eliminates the need for higher
maintenance valve-in-head sprin-
klers to control application rates.
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d) The initial costs savings will be
augmented by such long term
benefits as extended system life,
and lower ongoing maintenance
costs, with no valves in the sprin-
kler heads, live pipework under
fairways or playing areas, under
lower pressure, all system compo-
nents will work better and last
longer.

M Metal or Plastic?

At the grocery store it’s “paper or
plastic?” but with sprinklers the
question becomes “metal or plas-
tic?” The conventional wisdom is
that metal is more durable than
plastic, and therefore is better. Up
until the late 1970s metal (usu-
ally brass, sometimes zinc) was
the standard material from which
almost all sprinklers were made.
However, times have changed
and now plastic is the state-of-
the-art material for sprinklers.
The primary reason for this
change in materials is cost;
machined metal parts are more
expensive in comparison to injec-
tion moulded plastic. Fortunately,
most of today’s plastic sprinkler

heads are very well engineered
and will perform as well as a
metal sprinkler.

Hybrids: A few companies
manufacture plastic sprinkler
bodies which accept brass noz-
zles, which often results in a bet-
ter water pattern. Other
manufacturers claim that plastic
nozzles give better performance
than brass. I personally haven’t
noticed any significant difference
in performance between most
brass and plastic nozzles,
although brass nozzles will no
doubt last longer.

M Impact or Gear Drive?
Sprinkler heads are divided into
two types based on the method
they use to distribute the water.

M Impact Rotors — the example
which most people are familiar
with is the “impact” rotor sprin-
kler which moves back and forth
firing bursts of water. You proba-
bly know this sprinkler best for
the distinct sound it makes when
operating — tooka, tooka, tooka,
tic, tic, tic, tic, tic, tooka, tooka,
tooka, etc... The impact rotors
are rapidly being replaced now by
gear driven rotors which are very
quiet, lower maintenance, and
much smaller in size.

M Gear Drive Rotors — provide a
steady, powerful rotation to the
sprinkling streams.

Water under pressure enters
the base of the head through a
diffuser which converts it into
high velocity jets. These jets are
then impinged against a turbine-
like rotor causing it to spin at
high speed.

A gear train, driven by the
rotor, reduces the high rotational
speed and converts it into a pow-
erful turning torque. This torque
gives the nozzle assembly the rel-
atively slow rotational speed
required for good coverage and
precipitation.

Part-circle models incorporate a
reciprocating mechanism that
slowly drives the nozzle-assembly
back and forth over a predeter-
mined arc. Gear trains are usually
contained in separate housings to
protect the gears from debris in
the water.

Which to use, impacts or gear
drive? Cost-wise it comes out
about the same.



Cast aside
your cares

Levington Turfclear® the double action worm
control and fungicide for clean and healthy turf.
Banishes casting worms and Fusarium Patch from
all playing surfaces in one cost-saving operation.

B Contains the most effective worm-cast control
agent available.

Systemic fungicidal action without risk of
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Unaffected by rain or irrigation.

Original flowable formulation now available
in 800ml and 5L packs to suit all needs.

Turfclear WDG provides convenient, pre-
measured, water soluble sachets of
water-dispersable granules to increase user
safety and ensure accurate dosing.
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Around the Green

BB&O

At the time of writing this article
the Lambourne golf day was
approaching, unfortunately the
deadline fell before the event so for
those of you who did not partici-
pate you will have to wait until
next month for the results. The
long running Rigby Taylor fourball
knockout is finally taking shape
with the favourites easing through
the field towards yet another final.l
am referring to Tony French and
Geoff Wheeler, having disposed of
R. Fletcher and D. Parrish, from
Henley, with ease 5&4 they are
fairly confident of brushing aside
their next opponents in the same
manner. R. Clark & C. Jacobsen.
from Harleyford. will have other
ideas after thrashing B. Holt & N.
Wheedon 6&4 and then coming
through a tough encounter with G.
Austin & M. Rapley by one hole.l
have a feeling home advantage
may prove decisive for the Harley-
ford boys. Unfortunately in the bot-
tom half of the draw things have
been a little slow with several
teams unable to arrange a suitable
date to play their matches thus
leading to a couple of walk-overs!
This has been a big disappointment
to the sponsors. | would stress that
in future if you are planning to
play in this event please make
every effort to play your matches !

The next Golf day is in a few
weeks time at Richings Park, this is
also our AGM.

Finally the Regional Seminar is
on Wednesday, November 19, at
Northampton Rugby Club. It would
be nice to see a strong contingent
from our section.

L. T. Anderson

Mid Anglia
This month our annual Regional
Seminar takes place on the 19th at

Northampton Rugby Club. All
members should have received an
application form from Peter Larter,
our Regional Administrator, a few
months ago listing speakers etc and
how to apply.

Next month our last golf event of
the year takes place at Family Golf
Centre, Chesfield Downs, Gravely,
on Thursday December 4.

It is the usual Texas Scramble
format, so please organise your
teams and make sure your entries
are sent to Richard in good time as
this event is sometimes oversub-
scribed.

The final of the Lodgeway Four-
ball Competition took place in
early October between Gavin Simp-
kins and Steve Mason of Mount
Pleasant GC and Rupert Lawrence
and Eddie Thompson, of Berkham-
sted GC. Eighteen holes were con-
tested in the morning at the end of
which Rupert and Eddie were
seven up (local knowledge an obvi-
ous advantage!).

However, Gavin and Steve
fought back during the afternoon
round at neighbouring Ashridge,
but eventually lost by 4&3.

Congratulations to the finalists
and our thanks to Berkhamsted
and Ashridge golf clubs for allow-
ing the final to take place and also
to Gerald Bruce and Jim Cassidy
for the fine condition of both
courses.

Once again, Chas Ayres, from
Lodgeway, our sponsor, has organ-
ised the event well and I'm sure
everyone who entered this year’s
event will be looking forward to
next year’s competition.

Paul Lockett

Midland

On October 2 the Autumn Tourna-
ment was held at North Worcester
GC. A great day was had by all and
many thanks go to the greenkeep-
ers who presented the course in
superb condition and to the cater-
ing staff on the excellent meal. The
results were:- Gross — M. Hughes,
69; Nett — 1. M. Jones, 65; 2. M.
Hughes; 3. J Wood; 4. D. Fellows,
67. Trade Cup — R. Minton, Mira-

cle; Longest Drive — R Minton;
Nearest Pin — T Cheese. We would
like to thank our main sponsors for
the day who were Burrows of
Stafford.

The Christmas competition will
be held on December 8, at Druids
Heath. This will also be the venue
for the AGM. It has been decided
by the committee that the current
officers will serve for two years so
they have another year to serve.
The other members of the commit-
tee are up for re-election so anyone
wishing to stand must be put for-
ward to me before December 1
with a proposer and seconder. We
have decided to change the AGM
in this way as to save any confu-
sion on the night as there was last
year. This will mean that there will
be no nomination on the night.
The same procedure will stand for
questions to the committee. You
will need to send me them before
the above date but we do antici-
pate there will be some questions
asked on the night. I would appre-
ciate your commitment and sup-
port at this AGM as it is your
Section and you have the opportu-
nity to wish Andrew Parker Smith a
very speedy recovery from a terri-
ble accident. Andrew works for
Soil Systems and mainly covers the
south of our region so there will be
a small number of you who will be
familiar with him. Let’s hope you
make a speedy recovery and a full
one — best wishes from the Section.

The Committee Cup was held at
Walsall GC on September 17 and
was won by myself. Thanks to
Eddie Stant for organising the com-
petition and to Walsall GC.
Jonathan Wood

SOUTH EAST
REGION

Derek Farrington

Tel: 01903 260956
South East Region
What a difference this year! The
similarity between Blackpool (last
year’s venue) and Scarborough is
that they are both by the seaside.
Scarborough however does not
have the distractions of Blackpool,

doesn’t stay open until the early
hours, there isn’t a bar every 25
yards and most significant of all
does not have a ‘Brannigans”,
which were some of the reasons for
the South East’s lack of success last
year!

This year, as those of you who
failed to qualify in a rain soaked 9
holes at Ham Manor for the Hayter
Finals will be glad to know, the
South East Team made the best of
their good fortune in qualifying in
such conditions and had a most
successful few days at Ganton.

The course which was in superb
condition is a most attractive in-
land links with practically every
hole being a potential “card
destroyer” and Ganton have done a
superb job in converting what
appeared to be old open-cast min-
ing sites and disused quarries into
bunkers!

For the first time in a long while
the South East got into the money
being narrowly beaten into second
place by first time winners SW &
SW, but were more than compen-
sated by the success of Dave Mur-
doch, Liphook GC, taking the best
gross prize and Andy Sheehan,
Bentley GC, playing superbly to
level par taking the 2nd best net
and the coveted English place in
the International Match to be held
at Atlanta, Georgia next year. Barry
Jackson, Broke Hill GC, played
very steadily to make the 3rd spot
in the 19-28 Handicap Section.

As non-playing Team Captain (I
didn’t have enough golf balls to
play Ganton!) my thanks are due
to Dave Murdoch, Andy Sheehan,
Neil Gilham, Jon Selwood, Jon
Hill, Ian Sutcliffe, Martin Mison,
Barry Jackson and Trevor Hind-
marsh for applying themselves so
well and for being a great bunch of
lads and making my trip so enjoy-
able.

The Region’s thanks are also due
to Kim Macfie and Hayters for their
generosity in sponsoring this event
for the last five years and Kim — if
you promise to improve the joke
you can take this as an invitation to
be the Region’s guest at the Gentle-

TURFGRASS
LABORATORIES

M Full range of services including:

USGA rootzone testing
Particle size distribution

An Independent Materials Testing
Lahoratory for Golf Greenkeepers

M Only laboratory outside the United States on the USGA list of accredited laboratories
M Accredited by American Association for Laboratory Accreditation

Percolation rate testing
Nutrient Analyses and pH tests

For further information call Ann Murray at European Turfgrass Laboratories Ltd.
3 Cunningham Road, Springkerse Ind. Estate, Stirling FK7 7SL, Scotland. Tel: 01786 449195 Fax: 01786 449688 [ACCREDITED |
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men’s Dinner which will be held at
Walton Heath Golf Club on March
6 1998.

Derek Farrington

Essex

On September 25 the Essex Section
met at Writtle College to hear Dr
Tim Lodge give us an insight into
the use and misuse of top dressing
and gave us an update on recent
research into golf greens construc-
tion and maintenance. Our thanks
go to Chelmsford Grass Machinery
and Nigel Cornwell for sponsoring
the lecture and to Pattissons, Pearl,
Avoncrop, Kings and Parker Hart
who provided raffle prizes. Thanks
also to the 28 people who turned
up for the meeting. If you require
notes to this meeting please con-
tact Martin Forrester on 01245
603131.

Our best wishes for the future go
to Di Edwards and Tony Filbee
who have both recently retired
from Writtle College. We welcome
Stuart Brown as a new member of
staff at Writtle.

Dates for your diary — Presenta-
tion Dance on November 14 at
Langdon Hills and the AGM on
December 3 at Orsett GC.

Following two days of rain we
were greeted by strong winds on
October 9 when we visited Stock
Brook Manor for our latest golfing
challenge, sponsored by Grass
Hopper. The course was in excel-
lent condition and for a course so
young Michael Fance and his
greenkeeping team must be very
proud. We would like to thank Mr
Peachey, the owner, for making the
club facilities available to the Essex
Section. We would also like to
thank Kevin and Alison in the Pro’s
Shop for marking the cards and to
Gerado, Fernando and all the cater-
ing and bar staff. The results for
the day were as follows:- 0-9 hand-
icap:- 1. A. Toomey, 38 pts; 2. M.
Fance, 31 pts; 3. J. Cook, 31 pts;
10-18 handicap:- 1. S. Townsend,
37 pts; 2. C. Ward, 36 pts; 3. J.
Morgan, 35 pts; 19-28 handicap:-
1. G. Speller, 33 pts; 2. J. Barnard,
23 pts; 3. M. Forrester, 23 pts;
Trade prize — S. Denton, 32 pts;
Guest prize — B. Wallace, 38 pts;
Booby prize — B. Speller; Nearest
the pin on the 7th sponsored by
the Greenkeepers Supply Company
— M. Fance; Longest drive on the
18th sponsored by the Greenkeep-
ers Supply Company - S. Cox;
Putting competition:- 1. 8.
Townsend and A. Toomey; 3. M.
Fance.

Thanks to the trade for their
generosity in giving the raffle
prizes:- Avoncrop, Collier’s, Grass
Roots, Kings, Parker-Hart, Pearl,
Rigby Taylor, Scotts/Miracle and
Tuckwells. We have already men-
tioned our sponsors for the day but
a special thanks must go to Dill
Barnard, from Grass Hopper, who

joined the 45 players throughout
the day.

Our next function is on Friday,
November 14. The disco and buffet
evening will give us all a chance to
bring our other halves! It will be
held at Langdon Hill GC at 7.30
pm. Tickets are £8 each, for more
information ring Carl Crocher on
01375 892354.

The Essex Section’s first AGM
will be held on December 3 at
Orsett GC, please try and attend.
More details will follow, if not
please contact Andy Sheehan on
01277 215765. If you have any
news or information you want to
go in the magazine, call me on
01702 522202.

Dave Wells

Sussex

The autumn meeting was held at
Birch Grove which is a course I had
heard a lot about but never had the
pleasure of playing before, and
what a pleasure it was. The layout,
setting and presentation was first
class. Can I pass on our thanks to
Jon Hill for arranging the day for
us and to him and his team for pre-
senting the course so well? As
many of you know, the aim of the
day was to raise money for the
Brighton General Renal Unit where
Chris Allen has his treatment. As
there are no clubhouse facilities at
Birch Grove, Jon arranged for his
local publican to do the bar and
catering for us. This was a great
success with bacon rolls on arrival,
a ploughmans lunch and a barbe-
cue to end the day. After all costs
were taken out we managed to
raise around £500 with which we
will be purchasing some colour TVs
for the unit. Ray Day will be
arranging the presentation. Before
I get on to the results of the com-
petition there is one more thank
you to the sponsors for the day,
that is Parker Hart for providing all
the prizes and Miracle for the half
way house. Without support from
companies like these the cost of
golf days would be far more. The
results are as follows:- Morning
Stableford - 1. Jon Hill, 36 pts; 2.
Chris Reed, 34 pts; 3. Shaun Stur-
rock, 32 pts. The longest walk was
Johnny Beck, of Miracle (sorry
Justin, you can’t win all the time!).
Afternoon Stableford - 1. Neil
Cleverly, Gary Ogilvie, Mike Butry-
moyicz; 2. George Barr, Colin
Cathie, Paul Ward.

The next meeting is the Turkey
Trot on December 12, at Little-
hampton. Don’t forget to return
your entry form as soon as you
receive it as there is usually a big
response to this event.

Since staging the National Tour-
nament at Cooden Beach, Stefan
Antolik has been invited to play in
the Kubota Challenge at the Belfry.
Good luck Stefan and have a great
time.

By the time you read this article
you will have received notification
of this year’'s AGM. We want as
many members as possible to
attend as it still seems to be the
same old faces every year. I also
understand that some of the com-
mittee who have worked hard for
the Section over the years would
like a rest so some posts will be
becoming vacant.

Colin Cathie

SOUTH WEST
AND SOUTH
WALES REGION
Paula Humphries

Tel: 01363 82777
South Coast

Our Christmas Turkey Trot will be
held at Royal Winchester GC on
December 1. This will be followed
by the AGM. On completion of the
AGM there will be the Christmas
Dinner and prize giving. All mem-
bers wishing to play golf should
send their names complete with
current handicaps and a cheque for
£12.50 to:- Tony Gadd, Cherry
Trees, Lymington Road, Milford on
Sea, Hampshire, SO41 0QL, tele-
phone 01590 643746. All cheques
should be made payable to BIGGA
South Coast Section. All entries
should be with Tony by Friday
November 21. Anyone who just
wants to attend the AGM and the
Christmas Dinner are most wel-
come. Please contact Tony in the
usual way. Anyone wishing to be
nominated to serve on the commit-
tee or if you have any items for the
agenda then please contact our
Secretary Jef Drake, 10 Coldhar-
bour Lane, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP2
7PN, telephone 01722 503938.

Our Region/Section seminar will
be held at Sparsholt College on
February 26 1998. The speakers
will include Janet Adamson, from
BIGGA  Headquarters;  Allan
Mitchell, our Section Chairman;
John Noyce, from Scott Fertilisers,
and John Wells, the Course Man-
ager from Brocket Hall. There will
also be two students who will be
talking on a greenkeeping subject
of their own choosing. The cost for
the day will be £15 for members
and £20 for non-members which
will include lunch. All entry forms
should be filled in and returned
complete with cheques to our Sec-
retary Jef Drake. Previous years'
seminars have been a great suc-
cess. This is all down to our edua-
tion sub-committee who have been
responsible for the organisation
and the choosing of some very
good speakers.

BTME will soon be with us
again. I am told that the regional
coach is filling up fast. Hurry up
and get your completed forms and
cheques to our Regional Adminis-
trator Mrs Paula Humphries, Tru-
ants Cottage, Zeal Monachorum,
Crediton, Devon, EX17 6DE tele-

phone 01363 82777. All of you
who are travelling on the coach
and wish to make use of the South
Coast Section feeder catch, contact
me on 01329 282362. I will then
know what size coach to book and
also be able to arrange the various
pick-up points.

I have just heard that Brian
Gauntlett, who is an Assistant
Greenkeeper at Romesy GC, has
just become the proud father of a
baby daughter. Megan was born on
Saturday September 20. Congratu-
lations to Brian and Natasha on
their happy event.

One last piece of news - I have
just had a telephone call from Tony
Gadd who informs me that the
South Coast have retained the tro-
phy in the annual match against
the South West Section. The score
was three games to two. It sounds
like it was a very close fought
game - well done lads! One thing
Tony did not tell me was whether
he won his match or not!

Ken Lodge

South West

Winter is here and everyone will be
well into their Autumn and Winter
programmes. The professional has
started his money counting opera-
tion and so will be busy until
Christmas while the greenkeeper is
getting the blame for everything
from the captain’s hernia to the
Bosnia crisis.

Image becomes a real problem
for the greenkeeper at this time.
Gone are the heady days of sum-
mer where we could take on a
God-like persona as the men
responsible for the lush fairways
and superb greens. It is now that a
low profile is adopted or better still
a long vacation is taken, preferably
in a different hemisphere. I have
always envied the professional at
this time. Image for them has never
been a problem. After all they are
the ones that have what every club
golfer longs for, the ability to play
golf. They are there at the hub of
the golf club with their bouffant
hair styles and designer couture
selling magic wands to the gullible
masses while occasionally disclos-
ing snippets of information on the
latest swing techniques. Is it any
wonder that when a nubile young
female accidentally strays into the
confines of a golf club it is the
assistant professionals that get
their grubby little mitts on them
long before any greenkeeper gets
so much as a sniff in the relevant
direction?

But enough of my bitter envy,
what has been happening within
our Section? Well, two matches
have recently taken place and it
has become clear that Tim Daber-
nett’s departure from greenkeeping
was in fact a desperate ploy to
relinquish his captaincy as we com-
plete a 100% record in all three
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Every club should
have a professional

like this!

The Hayter FM514 is a purpose-built 5-gang
mower that’s equal to the challenge of any course.
Since no two golf courses are the same, the FM is
designed to adapt. Unique 26" floating heads follow ;
the ground contours closely for a superb finish. " i e

Ground holding is gentle but firm. Wide front axle,
broad tyres and variable weight transfer system give
traction with minimum turf or soil damage.

And behind it all is the sheer power of a Kubota
35hp engine. With ‘on-demand’ 4-wheel drive
transmission and differential locking you have total

mastery.

AD

REF Hayter Limited

= ’ Spellbrook Bishop's Stortford Herts CM23 4BU England
Call now to arrange a demonstration : Tel: 01279 723444  Fax: 01279 600338

Every club should have a professional like this!




Around the Green

= matches this year ie losing the lot!
Following on from Tim, vice cap-
tain Matt Hawker took over the
reins in a four matches to one loss
against the South Wales green-
keepers at Thornbury. Thanks to
Robin Greaves and his crew for
their usual high quality course
preparation for that one. I must
apologise to the rest of the team
for not being able to attend the
meal which I have been informed
was excellent, but I made the mis-
take of taking the only set of house
keys with me to the match and as
my locked out wife likes to punish
such misdemeanours with justice
based on Islamic principles I felt it
necessary to return home quickly.
Matt, following his traumatic expe-
rience against the Welsh, gave the
job of captain to Terry Humphries
at High Post against the South
Coast greenkeepers. Unfortunately
the South Coast like their South
Wales counterparts continued the
unsociable habit of playing good
golf and so came out three matches
to one victors in that one. But we
all enjoyed the excellent course
maintained by Lauchlan Millar and
his team and a very pleasant meal
to follow. Getting the team
together once again proved to be
very difficult so please could every-
one try and make themselves avail-
able for these fixtures as they are
great fun and help keep the links
between all other greenkeepers
going.

There is however some good
news on the golfing front as con-
gratulations must go to Anthony
Knight, from Kingsdown, who
showed his true form in taking
Ganton apart and coming second
overall in the Hayter Final as well
as winning his handicap category.

Best wishes must also go to Terry
Humphries, our long serving com-
mittee man on his retirement from
Filton and also to John Barr from
Bristol and Clifton who is travelling
North of the border again for a
new project up there.

So what events are coming up?
Well, actually quite a lot. Firstly we
have the annual South West
regional seminar at Cannington on
November 26. Everyone should
have had their forms for that by
now and as you will be able to see
it promises to be a good one. We
also have the Christmas Tourna-
ment at Minchinhampton on
December 10. This is always quite
popular and great fun so please go
along to that to support the Section
and to enjoy yourselves. Then in
January we have the BTME at Har-

rogate and the Region’s coach
party so if anyone wants to go
along and I am sure there will be
many, then give Paula Humphries a
ring.

Marc Haring

Devon and Cornwall

Could members please note the
change of date for the Avoncrop
sponsored meeting which will now
be held on Tuesday March 3 1998?

Once again Christmas is
approaching fast, what better way
to start the festive season than by
attending our P J Flegg sponsored
Christmas meeting which will be
held at Okehampton GC on
Wednesday December 10? As in
previous years numbers will be
limited to the first 80 members so
to avoid disappointment please
return your entry with correct
money as soon as possible and
before the closing date. The day
will start as usual with golfing
members playing for the P J Flegg
Trophy with the format being
greensome. For those of you not
wishing to play golf the now cus-
tomary course walk will start from
the clubhouse at approximately
10.30 with Head Greenkeeper
Richard Wisdom showing members
his fine work. Lunch will be fol-
lowed by our afternoon cabaret
and the day will conclude with the
raffles.

I would like to remind you that
the Region’s annual seminar will be
held at Cannington College on
Wednesday November 26. Places
on the Region’s package to BTME
98 which includes transport,
accommodation and entry to the
BTME show and seminars are
going fast so to avoid disappoint-
ment you are advised to return
your booking form as soon as pos-
sible. If you haven't already booked
your place for the seminar or
BTME package don't delay, call our
Regional ~Administrator Paula
Humphries today on 01363 82777.
Richard Whyman

South Wales

Our Autumn Tournament was
played for recently over the Tenby
Links, a super golf course that
breathes character and tradition,
the only downfall being that it lies
far west, certainly too far west
most people must have thought.
That was a pity and certainly their
loss for we were greeted with
warmth and hospitality and were
made to feel at home by each and
everyone at the club. Where else
does the Secretary buy you a drink
on arrival and the Captain buy you
a drink with your meal? The
weather was glorious, warm sun-
shine with a stiff breeze (gale force
3) — the Captain informed us that it
was considered a gentle breeze for
Tenby and ideal golfing conditions.
The course itself was in excellent

condition and the greens were just
a little on the quick side, a tribute
to the dedication of Head Green-
keeper Chris Jenkins and his staff.
Chris incidentally dusted down his
clubs and joined us playing his first
18 holes in let’s just say a long
while! We hope that we will see a
lot more of him in the near future,
he’s still got the swing you know!

Winner of the day and the Jacob-
sen Cup was Daryl Bray of Morris-
ton GC with a nett 73 winning a
golf bag. Second, winning the Pres-
ident’'s Cup was Andy Roach of
Haverfordwest GC winning a
trendy long handled putter. Winner
of the Waycott Cup was Langland
Bay’s lan Harwood who also won a
Ryder Cup sweater.

Our sincere thanks to the spon-
sors, Keith Morgan Mowers and to
both Ben and Jon Morgan for their
continued support. A special thank
you to the Tenby GC for granting
us the courtesy of the golf course
and to their Secretary Jeff Pearson
who really did make us feel wel-
come. Thank you to the caterers
and Roger Phillips for a wonderful
feast and to the Captain, Mr
Howard Griffiths for his kind
words. All in all we had an excel-
lent day!

At the Thornbury GC, Bristol the
Annual Match South Wales versus
the South West was recently con-
tested. The South Wales Section
were out to avenge the white
washing they received at the hands
of the South West team at Tredegar
Park GC last year. It very nearly
didn’t happen for at 3.00 pm on
the evening before the match was
due to take place we had regis-
tered only 4 players! 6 hours of
frantic phone calls later we had a
team of 9, would they all turn up?
Yes they did and I'd like to thank
them all for doing so. For the
match that very nearly didn’t hap-
pen turned out to be our best win
for a number of years.

The results were:- Match 1- Peter
Lacey/Adrian Panks won 3/2;
Match 2 - Daryl Bray/Dennis Jones
won 3/2; Match 3 -~ Vince
Northey/Ray Everson lost 4/2;
Match 4 - Laurence Walter/Lee
Carter won 3/2; Match 5 (singles)
- Kerry Llewellyn won 6/4. A sin-
cere thanks to all those who turned
up and helped in bringing the
Shield back across the water. Hope-
fully we can keep it this side for at
least a few years! Thanks also to
Matthew Hawker and his team for
the spirit in which the matches were
played and to all at the Thornbury
GC who contributed in making the
day such an enjoyable one.

Please book early for the Winter
Tournament, Christmas Competi-
tion and AGM at Pyle and Kenfig
GC on Wednesday December 10
since I've a feeling we are going to
be a bit stretched!

Peter Lacey

Greenkeeper at a Club. Now it is
the turn of those whose work often
goes unheralded to star. ..

Hoping to continue NVQ III
at Askham Bryan

3. Which one task do

you most enjoy doing?
All types of construction and

Burglar alarms service
engineer.

6. Who has been the
biggest influence on
your career? If
My brother lan at Rhuddlan
GC.

greenkeeper?

Alert the golfer that our work
is done to improve their golf
if given time to do it

8. What are your
hobbies?
Golf, DIY and gardening.

9. What do you get out ||
of BIGGA?

Information on all aspects
from course to machinery
and education

10. What do you hope
to be doing in 10 years
time?

| would like to be Deputy or
Head Greenkeeper.
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NEW HARDIL PR AYER

NOT “tpl MORE-FOR “YOUR~FERTILISER"
HOW DO WE DO IT? NO MIDDLEMEN
The Fertiliser is the best too!! Most of the Top Clubs use it.

Phone us, or fill in the coupon and we will send you details,
visit you to discuss our exciting range of outstanding fertilisers or
put you in touch with a Course Manager who has experienced the benefits of Ritefeed.

GREEN KEERPERS«FAVOURITE -kk-E-D

T Phone us on 0860 424430

or post the coupon below

Please rush me details of the superb FREE Hardi Sprayer Offer.

I i
I Name: 1
i |
I Club Address: i
| |
\/
g Phone: 0o
AD
';_“2' ] Send to: Ritefeed Ltd., Ritefeed House, Brook Street, Preston, Lancashire PR1 7NH |

r
1
H
1
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i
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buyers Guide

The most cost-effective way of reaching readers of Greenkeeper
International. Simply ring Amanda Mayo, Jenny Panton or James
McEvoy on 01347 838581 and ask about an alphabetical
category listing: the cost starts from as litle as £28 per month.

GOLF COURSE CONSULTANTS

4 COURSE MANAGEMENT

4 IN-DEPTH AGRONOMY ADVICE

& MANAGEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION
AND RE-CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

4 FULL ANALYSIS SERVICE

For more details and a brochure contact:

~ s
Grass

GRASS SCIENCE
Sclence Garside Street

Tel: 01204 366036  Bolton

Fax: 01204 385276 BL1 4AE

Gordon Jaaback

consulting agronomist

offers a practical and scientific
approach to problem solving and
an all-round service towards
cost-effective golf course
construction and maintenance

Introductory visits without obligation

25 Cheviot Close Tel/Fax
Tonbridge TN9 INH 01732 350351

B Jamieson

Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson rormerly Director of
Agronomy with the PGA European Tour has
now formed the above company offering
expert advice on:

Golf course maintenance

Tournament preparation and presentation
Machinery se'ection

Budgeting

Staff recruitment

Soil and turf analysis

Contact: Bruce Jamieson
10 Ashlea, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9RQ
Telephone 01256 760870

o000

PSD AGRONOMY LTD

A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY
SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB
and GREENKEEPER

+ Contract Wﬁﬂnﬂﬂ of
Extensions and New Courses
+ Site Management and Problem
Diagnosis on Existing Courses
« Technical Advice and Support
all year round
+ Soll and Turl Analysis
For further information contact:
David Stansfield or John Hacker
42 Garstang Road, Preston PR1 1NA
Tel: (01772) 884450 Fax: 884445

ial Grass

A, ——————— - ™)
Gabbotts Farm Barn,
Bury Lane, Withnell, #
Chorley, Lancashire '
PR6 8SW

Tel: 01254 831666  §
Fax: 01254 831066

Pl

—— A )

¢ VERDE TEE FRAME

Steel platform, woven grass top.

!
}
% VERDE WINTER TEE !
1}
|
L}
b
i

Generous size, self-install kit

¢ VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices.

¢ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
¢ DRIVING BAYS AND NETS g

For club and home use.

4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE
§ BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.
L Please call for samples & information

D TR T TR T R

|
{
3
}

4

e ey

Greenkeeper International!

YOU’'RE ONTO A WINNER WITH
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

Find three tiny £50 notes
— win a real one, for free!

HERE WE GO with another chance to WIN £50 with

All you have to do is take a look at this £50 note |
symbol. Now look through the ads in the Buyers' | £
Guide section and spot THREE of them - (
reduced in size, but they're there, somewhere!

Write down the names of the three ads where the £50 notes

are located and send your entries on a postcard to: Note the Note§
Competition, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York, North
Yorkshire Y06 2NF, to be received by first post Friday November 21,
1997. The first correct entry drawn after that date will win £50.
It could be YOU! Enter today — and Note the Notes!

Judges' decision is final. Not open to BIGGA staff

they've been

Neil Oliver, Deputy Course Manager at North
Manchester GC was the lucky winner of last

month’s competition - a crisp £50 is on its way, Neil.
It could be YOUR TURN this month!

Animal Repellents

For Humane Rabbit Control

CONTACT US ON

p 0118 951 0033

‘ FOR FURTHER IIFORMATIDN

\’ZIRWAYS

DISCREET CONTROL

CONSULTANCY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING

Kabbits & Motes ...
COar problem /

SPRINGER HOUSE + WINDMILL LANE
KEMBLE + CIRENCESTER GLOS * GL7 6AN

TEL: 01285 770919
FAX: 01285 770910

Amenity Spraying

Vertidraining 4 Aeriation 4 Seeding
# Fertilising ® Top Dressing
# Contract Spraying ¢ All leading
brands of Seeds, Fertilizers
& Chemicals

- Amenity Land Services Ltd
Long Lane, Wellington,
Telford TF6 6HA

Contact: Brian Whipp, Jonathan Carr, Duncan Burton
Tel: (01952) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369

A - -u -0
VEED BEHE
PROFESSIONAL PES1ICIDE APPUCATION
AND ASSOCIATED TURF SERVICES
FOR ALL YOUR SPRAYING
REQUIREMENTS
Tel: 07000 481011
Fax: 07000 481022
Mobile: 0850 300104
Unit 12 Lindenhill Road, Bracknell,
Berkshire RG42 1UT.
‘Weed Free' and the Daisy logo are registered
Trade Marks

Howard Swan msc
Nigel Henbury B.A.Dip.Arch

Golf Course Architects

Swan Golf Designs Limited
Telfords Barn, Willingate, Ongar,
Essex CMS OQF, England
Tel: 01277 896229 Fax: 01277 896300
E-Mail: SwanGolfDesigns @ btinternet.com

A member of the
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF ARCHITECTS

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF

COURSE ARCHITECTS

Representing the leading European
Practices in golf course design, working
worldwide and offering professional
services from initial site appraisals and
feasibilities, conceptual designs, 1o
detailed architecture, specifications and
project management and construction
desian.

Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon,
Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE

Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037

Ball Washers

BAYCO

COURSE
ACCESSORIES GC700

S FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Bio Stimulants

g D Rye grass leaf

and root growth

Yale University

A | FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
| CONTACT US ON

‘l 0118 951 0033

Bridges

TOTAL TIMBER ENGINEERING

BRIDGES
Pedestrian and Vehicular
REVETMENTS
SHEET PILING
SHELTERS
HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS
THE SHIPYARD. GAINSBOROUGH

1 ING
27) 612867

Buildings

THE GREENKEEPER'S
CHOICE

©® Machinery & equipment storage
@ Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage
@ Workshops @ Tool sheds
@ Trolley stores
@ Temporary fencing & secure
enclosures
For FREE design service, quotatior
brochures and technical advice PNONE NOW

= 0121 553 5723 (24hrs)

Elwell Buildings Lid, 204 Oldbury Road. West Bromwich,
West Midlands B70 90E. Fax: 0121 580 1172

Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!
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Greenkeepers’ Stores
Driving Ranges
Club Houses

# Machinery Storage

# Maintenance Workshops

# Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage

+ Offices and Staff Mess Rooms
FREE initial designs and costings

ﬁ Ivan J Cooper Ltd

Steel Framed Buildings
Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET
Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662

Chemical Disposal

CHEMICAL & EMPTY
CONTAINER DISPOSAL
A PROBLEM?
ENVIROGREEN offer a Specialist
Pesticide Disposal Service for both
full and empty Container disposal.

ENVIROGREEN LIMITED
49 Ringwood Road
Alderholt, near Fordingbridge,
Hampshire SP6 3DF
Tel: 0345 125398
Fax: 01425 656260

Grundon can provide safe
disposal for pesticides and
herbicides and all chemical

wastes. For more information
on how Grundon can help
with your “Duty of Care”
telephone 01491 834311

N
f/jw

CONTOUR

GOLF-LIMITED

Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses

Tel: 01327 879464
Mobile: 0385 272935
Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry,
Northants NN11 4QS
Irish Office: 026 471 83

J. & E. ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax 0118 972 2257

P
.a gg; “‘;
gnAGoq

(2]

a
&
st cons

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS

Jonathan Franks, Secretary,
BAGCC, 37 Five Mile Drive,
Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8HT

Tel/Fax: (01865) 516927

RD JONES & SONS Course Equipment Drainage

Design, Construction and
Refurbishment Specialists
Cae Coch Farm, Whitford, Flintshire,
North Wales CH8 9EP
Tel: 01745 561761 Fax: 01745 561988
MEMBERS OF BIGGA

CJ. Col]ins
Construction
Golf Course Contractors

& ", Burgess HIL West Sussex
sBAIKCr Tel: 01444 242993

<

wowe Fax: 01444 247318

IRELAND’S LEADING GOLF
COURSE EQUIPMENT &
ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER

FOR MORE INFORMATION
TEL: (01247) 271163
FAX: (01247) 471136

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
Woodlands, Ellis Road, Boxted,

Colchester, Essex CO4 5RN
Tel: (01206) 272834 Fox: (01206) 272104

28 PUMP LANE
HORNDEAN
WATERLOOVILLE
HAMPSHIRE
PO8 9TS ENGLAND
e TVF: (01705) 592390
or Contact Ted Awcock on 0410 450454
Update Your Existing Course By:
TEE EXTENSIONS
GREEN RE-MODELLING
BUNKER ALTERATIONS
DRAINAGE
also NEW COURSE CONSTRUCTION

/\rtngt

GOLF LTD

A New Company...For Your Golf Course

/e enovalions

Offering design and build remodels
Experienced Designers
Quality Construction

- Fixed Price Aeg
Philip House, Stamford Road, Bowdon,
Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 2JU
Tel: 0161 929 8600 > g
Fax: 0161 928 5060
Specialists
in Golf
Course
Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
“Ashfield House" « 1154 Melton Road
Syston +Leicester  LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766

Mobile: 0836 553899
Fax: 0116 269 6866

BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Washed Cockleshells

Delivered Nationwide, Competitive Prices
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich,
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607

Mobile: 0850 353603
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“TACIT
The best for less/

Tommy Tacit
says: “SAVE

THE TOP
SWIVELS

THE BOTTOM

DOESN'T

Lockon to Tacit’s new Flagstick
with Anti-wear Ferrule.
When used in conjunction with
Tacit’s quality Holecups, it will
prolong the life of the Flagsticks
and so keep them upright

longer.

For further details contact:

“TACIT

Golf Course Equipment Manufacturers

Tel: 01788 568818

Fax: 01788 537485

AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?

Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

BAYCO

COURSE
ACCESSORIES
A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
m CONTACT US ON
Ve | € 0118 951 0033

Turfdry sm—

Golf Course Drainage
Specialists

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 0831 830299

==BOURNE==

AMENITY
Specialists in Sports
pitch construction

Drainage design and
installation

Newenden, Cranbrook,
Kent TN18 5QG

Tel: 01797 252298

[ Ay 1577
DRAINAGE
AND

CONSTRUCTION
OXFORD
Tel: 01865 736272 Fax : 01865 326176

STEVENIPASK

Drainage and Sandslitting
Verti-Draining 2.5 & 1.5 Metre
Ryan GA30 and Amazone sand

Spreader Hire
Tee, Green and Bunker
Construction/Re-Modelling

Tel: 01529 455757

BARRY F COOPER
& ASSOCIATES

GOLF COURSE DRAINAGE
CONSULTANTS

COMPLETE SCHEME
DESIGN AND SUPERVISION

61 Station Road, Great Bowden,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 7HL

Tel: 01858 467684
Fax: 01858 433942

Drainage.

v
P
~ Sand Slitting.
. Vertidraining.
. Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274




Duncan Roffl &
Lo LimltLd

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS
* Latest Sportsturf Trenching Machine
* Verti Draining % Sand Slitting
* Gravel sanding * Top Dressing

* Overseeding
Design Installation and Maintenance service

Tel/Fax: 01257 255321
Shevington, Wigan, Lancs

ABBOTT

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 SEB
Tel: 01722 716361 = Fax: 01722 716828

* Vertidrain * Top-dressing
* Land Drainage * Overseeding
* All types of construction

(01734) 795454

Winnersh, Reading, Berkshire

SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service
Contact Geoff Sleath
Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075

Driving Range Equipment

RANGE SERVANT

UK Lid

Ball Dispensers, Collectors
and Washers. Play Off Mats
and Winter Tee Mats

Tel/Fax: 01923 263777

at Abbott’s Toolhire, Hempstead Roao,
Hunton Bridge, Watford. Herts WD1 3NJ

The Andersons.
Uniformly the best
in the business
The 2222e
_____ I Andersons
The Highest Quality Nitrogen
source in the industry with the most
uniform particle size available

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Fertiliser Spreaders

The complete range of
Professional Rotary and
Drop Spreaders

= §)
t ‘./ = X T
. /
T "
¥ AMTEC 50 AMTEC Drop Sproader
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Fountains

For all your floating fountain and
aerator requirements, contact
5.G.l. Sales. Ask for details of our
large range for functional and
decorative displays.

S.G.l. Sales
6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 410085

Environmental Monitoring

THE FULL RANGE OF
INSTRUMENTATION

Do you need to measure
« Soil/Water ph * Rain Fall
* Wind Speed
* Soil/Water Temperature
* Air Temperature/Pressure
* Relative Humidity

Grass Cutting Equipment
=l

SAVE
MONET

EX DEMONSTRATION e
AND TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED
GOLF COURSE MACHINERY AVAILABLE
FROM STOCK

RYAN  HAYTER

JACOBSEN
BEAVER
/

SISIS cusHMmAN
VERTI-DRAIN

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY AR NGED

Fhone for a ful casalogu W
GREENSWARD ENG u; Manor Farm,
Otley Rd, Adel, Leeds LS16 7A| Tel: 0113 267 6000

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Enviromental Products

For natuel and
e
Oluzions 10 ot
qawy/mw@

Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford,
Kent TN27 9DU

Tel: 01233 756241 Fax: 01233 756419

/

=
— Management

for
PRE-GERMINATED GRASS SEED
“LIQUID SOD" SPRAY ON GRASS
TOP DRESSINGS
GRASS SEED
FERTILISERS
HERBICIDES
HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS
and
All Turfcare Materials
Dromenagh Farm,
Sevenhills Road, Iver Heath,
Bucks SLO OPA
Tel: 01895 834411

Fax: 01895 834892

Design. Supply.
Installation.
Service.

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

T. & G. TURF
IRRIGATION SERVICES
13 Castlegate, Knaresborough,

North Yorkshire HG5 ONS
Tel & Fax: (01423) 864963

Full member of BTLILA

atermation

Manufacturers, designers
and installers of
GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION
FOR 27 YEARS
Tongham Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU12 4AA

Tel: 01252 336838
Fax: 01252 336808

WAfc: ‘44:

rﬂg- Low eriices

Design. Supply. Installation. Service.
From full systems 1o improvements
on present systems and service.
Phone Now fto find out how you can

Save Money!
Phone/Fax: 01405 814889 Office
Mobile 0421 578828
(Moull be avmaged where we ¢7F ugl

Cameron

IRRIGATION

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment
to Golf Courses, Bowling Greens,
Landscapes, Horticulture.
*Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment.
*Existing Systems renovated and upgraded.
DESIGN —~ INSTALLATION - SERVICE
Call now for your Irrigation needs.

Cameron — (Mocpenny
Unit 17-18 Highdown Industrial Estate,

Ringwood, Hants. BH24 IND
Tel: (01425) 474614 Pax: (01425) 471296 M =

~—DECIDE AFTER —
TALKING TO US...

As Europe’s most experienced
independent consultants we are always
ready to help you with advice on all
aspects of irrigation related matters.

() (¥ 5 POBOX1192
TV T cradben e Fordingbridge
NG Hants 5P6 1YD
GoLs waiGATION consuLTanTs England

\_ Tel: (01425) 652087 Fax: (01425) 652476 )

Logic 5: g m

Manufacturers & Distributors of
quality irrigation equipment

* EICON radio remote control for

TW2-1 and TW2-4

* AQUARIUS 2 PC based control

system, runs in Windows 95

* LOGIC decoders, compatible

with TW1 or TW2, 3 year warranty,

lightning protection included

Multiway outputs, up to 4 valves
from £18.00 per station

Tel: 01491 837 455

IRRIGATION

Supply, install, upgrade
and repair

Plows and trenchers for

sale/hire

Irrigation and Drainage
Services Ltd
Tel: 01633 893119

Contact: EB & L Simms
Tel: (01765) 602175 Fax: (01765) 603488
Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close,
Dallamires Lane, Ri)
N Yorks HG4 1

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LIMITED

Tel: (01932) 788301
Fax: (01932) 780437

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND
COMPLETE PROJECTS

BEST BUY B.O.I.L.

EXPERIENCE - EXPERTISE
CARE -~ SERVICE

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD

Tel: 01582 842800 Fax: 01582 842900
LITTLEHAMPTON
Tek: 01903 859933 Fax: 01903 859958
RINGWOOD
Tel: 01425 479232 Fax: 01425 472380
SANDBAC

H

Tel: 01477 500255 Fax: 01477 500633
SHREWSBURY

Tel: 01939 210877 Fax: 01939 210890

SCOTLAND LIMITED - BROXBURN
Tel: 01506 857666 Fax: 01506 857722

TURF

irmgation

TURF IRRIGATION SERVICES LTD
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Autofiow Systems
e

Auto House, Ashtree Works, Mill Road,
Barnham Broom, Norfolk NRY 4DE
Tel: 01603 759701 Fax: 01603 758200
Call now for all your water requirements on
commercial landscaping, golf courses, sports
grounds, bowling greens, private gardens.

P P 8 P

Your

A Nationwide

Irrigation Service

A well designed and installed imgation system
is a vital component to a successful project.
OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems for
sportsground, recreational, amenity and

landscape areas.

We offer compi expert It:
designs, quotations, manufacture, supply,
installation and service.

OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of
quality irrigation equipment for every
requirement

Regional offices throughout the UK
For further information contact
Head Office on 01460 241939

RNOCMIS

Buckner Humber Lauxdsmo

Design and service you can trust

Hunfer

The Irrigation Innovators

Phone or Fax for your list of

Hunterdeer

throughout the UK and Ireland

Sportsground Irrigation Co.
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 810085

IRRIGATION

SERVICE & 'RR
suRF 1G4
é\& SERVICES 'l%

East Midlands Area
Installation, Sales and
Service
Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR
Tel: (01777) 817410

Automatic Watering

Systems for Sports

and Leisure Grounds
o Designed @ Supplied @ Installed

GLEN HEAT & IRRIGATION
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

Ggi Tel: (01775) 722327
Fax: (01775) 725444

’ ‘ IRRIGATION CONTROL

DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALL, SERVICE

INSTALLING THE WORLD’S
FINEST IRRIGATION PRODUCTS
Area dealers for:

Hunfer and thlhor[%lmc'k.

WINSFORD CHESHIRE
Tel: 01606 558 927
Fax: 01606 862 882

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
BY AN INDEPENDENT,
FAMILY COMPANY

Tel: 01785 812706 or
Tel/Fax: 01782 395734

® Irrigation Systems
& Equipment

For all your irrigation
requirements, whether a new
installation or system
refurbishment — contact us now for

a free survey, design and
quotation.

I.L.S. Irrigation Systems &
Equipment, Oundle Road,
Lutton, Peterborough PE8 5ND
Tel/Fax: 01832 272450

WARDLE ASSOCIATES

¢« * ¢+ INDEPENDENT

IRRIGATION

CONSULTANTS
mmmm Objective, practical
and non-partisan advice

Feasibility Studies, Performance Specs,
Design and Project Management

Giles Wardle BSc. MSc. MIAgrE.
Unit 6, Lichfield Auction Centre
Fradley Park, Lichfield WS13 8NF
Tel & Fax: 01543 411 771

W
% Iomeamon
3 O Sverma b

5 & Cou'raou LD
(Inc. MACPENNY-CAMERON IRRIGATION)

ppliers of Imgat quip 1o Golf Courses,
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture.
* Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment
* Existing Sy d and upgraded
DESIGN ~ INSTALLATION - SERVICE
Call now for all your Irmigation needs.
MISC LTD, Unit 18, Hightown industrial Estate,

Ringwood, Hants BH24 1ND
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296

IRRIGATION

3 M AB|
) I DL
Equivalent to Watermation,CIC,
Wright Rain, Primetime, Robydome,
TORO and ISS

# No switches, more reliable

# 5 year warranty

4 Multi-outputs available

4 Low cost address programmer
4 Competitively priced

TONICK WATERING

Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500
Associate Member of BTLIA

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

BIRD.

Rain 3

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

Ir ion Pumps
P OLD PUMPS

NATIONWIDE SPECIALISTS
SUPPLIERS - INSTALLATION - SERVICE
OF IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT
TO GOLF COURSES, BOWLING GREENS,
LANDSCAPES AND HORTICULTURE
EXISTING SYSTEMS RENOVATED
AND UPGRADED

Tel: 01908 511255 Fax: 01908 511288

Lake Construction/Liners

Pest Control

WATERPROOFING OF
LAKES AND RESERVOIRS
~ using lining membranes and associated
geosynthetic materials.
& Comprehansive'servi iloble fo
owners/architects/consultants and contractors
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road,
Nayland, COLCHESTER CO6 4LT
For technical and

ries
Tel: (01206) 262676
| Fax: (01206) 262998
-FIRST-IN-LINE-

Lining specialists
Ponds * Reservoirs * Lakes
Golf Water Features

Tel: 01794 390708
Fax: 01794 390183

Lake Management

CRYSTAL CLEAR WSP
100% Biological Control of
Algae with additional benefits of

increased water clarity.

LAKE COLORANT WSP

Create a natural blue colour to
your lakes, water hazards, ponds
with the ease of WSP packets.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Liquid Fertilisers

Spoon feed your turf

this summer for less
than £50 per
hectare.

* Bent Grass Special
28-8-18

* Zero Phosphate Special
EOT o5.0.05 £ -
A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

CONTACT US ON

e | € 0118 951 0033

SPOON-

Mower Spares

MOWER ACCESSORIES
LTD

Manufacturers of high
quality lawnmower
blades and cylinders.
Suppliers of spares and
accessories.

65 Forncett Street
Sheffield S4

Tel: 0114 276 5825
Fax: 0114 276 5855

GRUNDFOS %

@® Borehole pumps for water
supply

@ Pressure boosting pumps for
Irrigation

® Heating & Hot Water Service
pumps for clubhouses

For details of distributors and installers
throughout the UK freephone Grundfos
on 0500 002621

Superscreened Sphagnum Peat
for Golf Course Construction
and Maintenance
Conforms to BS4156
Weed and Pathogen Free
Provides quick and even establishment
Excellent water retention during dry periods
Reduced risk of dry patch
Consistent quality for easy handling and
mixing
* Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide
Finnfibre Horticulture Ltd
Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road,
East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1AW
Tel: 01903 859555 Fax: 01903 859666

LR

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Arch Cottage, Bulmer, York
RABBITS MOLES SQUIRRELS
Jess Yorkshire 01653-618 763
Les Humberside 01652-659 308
Neil Newcastle 0191-489 0690

ZEPHYR

WATER TREATMENT LTD

ph and chlorine control for turf quality
improvement. Individually designed and
installed dosing systems for
irrigation applications.

23 Brassmill Enterprise Centre,

Brassmill Lane, Bath, Avon BA1 3JN
Tel: 01225 334838 Fax: 01225 142028

Lo STRANCO

Water Quality Control
pH and chiorine control and dosing systems for
vour irrigation water, for improved turf quality.
Nationwide installation and commissioning
service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes
STRANCO LTD.
17 Apex Park, Hailsham, East Sussex.
Tel 01323 441744 Fax 01323 441611

Greenturf Systems

for pH Control using
“PHAIRWAY” solution
Contact:

S.G.l. Sales

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 410085

FREE SOIL AND WATER TESTING

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD
Specialist Manufacturer and Supplier
(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top
Dressings — to all specifications including
USGA. Supplied nationwide.

Please phone for quotation.

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

Railway Sleepers

A1

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

For keen prices contact
Mr David Robinson
Tel/Fax 0161 456 7109

at ‘STRIKE TOP TURF
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A1 CONSTRUCTION
GRADE SLEEPERS

Any quantity, delivered anywhere
also
COCKLESHELL
PATH MEDIA

Bulk loads, discounted prices

FINETURF PRODUCTS
01375 361606




RAILWAY SLEEPERS
86" x 10” x 5”

CROSSING TIMBERS

I—)n

X 6” up to 16’ long

Price quoted for number required

Tel (01233) 625121 or 620277

Faggs Fleet

Whitfield Road,
Ashford, Kent

Sand/Silica Sand

Phrirkwaser Sabyy Lid

(EBENEZER MEARS)
KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND
Bunkers

for Tees Greens

and drainage sands and shingles

Wintersells Road. Byfleet KT14 7AZ

01932 345616

GRUNDON

NOW SPREADING
IN YOUR AREA

Top Dressing
Bunker Sand
Root Zone
Tees Dressing
All Aggregates
Path Gravels
Cockleshell

NEW HOTLINE NUMBER:
Contact Gordon
on 01367 244078

AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?
Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

plamer\ and Int
terbins made

the Good Wood Guide
Send for brochure
D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road,

Patchway, Bristol BS12 5TB
Tel: 0117 931 5335 Pax: 0117 93] 5334

Sports Netting

SPORTS NETTING

0
OO TILDENET
0na B2
@ PERIMETER NETTING
@ TARGET NETS
@ ANTI BALL PLUGGING
® GRASS GERMINATION
@ ANTI DAZZLE NETTING
® PADDED/NET BAY DIVIDERS
@ CHIPPING NET
@ PRACTICE NETS
® 'EPIC' TARGET GREEN
. BALLSTOP FENCING

,  TEL: 01179 669684J

T TeoMats

Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee
& Practice Mat

Golf Course Fumiture

Driving Range & Practice Ground
Equipment

* Flooring & Pathways

Tel: 01704 571271

Fax: 01704 571272

TUFTURF

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS, CARRYMATS
AND PUTTING
SURFACES FROM

CARPETITION LTD

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: (01484) 428777 Fax: (01484) 423251

Top Dressings

/\
Marti

V

OF COURSE
FOR

<a

€.
> PinVa clemP DRESSING
* OAKAMOOR BUNKER SAND

* Pinviacle ROOTZONES
o PAR-LINKED PATHWAY GRAVEL

MARTIN BROTHERS

Tel: 01625 614121
Fax: 01625 618282

.2 ROOTZONES ¢
€ DIVOT MIXES
TOP-DRESSINGS ~ 4

® SCREENED SOILS °
& DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS &

Alan Hadley Limited, Fenton House,
102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross,
Reading, Berkshire RG7 1BJ

Tel: 0118 988 3266
Fax: 0118 988 4538

STERILISED TOP
DRFSSIN(:S from £18 per-ton

3~ PHOENIX
m SPORTSTURF
Tel: 01229 468001 Fax: 01229 468002

Tree Planting

Eastcote
Nurseries

(Solihull) Ltd

FIsHe*
* Tree Spade hire
* Tree moving
* Semi mature trees
Nationwide service
Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull,
West Midlands B92 0JL

Tel: 01675 442033

TREE MOVING
TREE SUPPLY
THROUGHOUT THE UK. & EIRE

TEL: 01708 641144
FAX: 01708 641155

THE ARBORETUM, ST. MARYS LANE,
UPMINSTER, ESSEX RM14 3HP

Fax: 01675 442324

[ groms  An Independent

y anorrrosns Materials
Testing
Laboratory for

B Full range of services  Golf

including Greenkeepers
USGA rootzone testing

Percolation rate testing
Particle size distribution

Nutrient Analyses and

pH tests

SOVEREIGN

ALL YEAR ROUND
QUALITY TURF

SALES HOTLINES:

Tel: 01603 746229

Fax: 01603 746243
Mob: 0850 752744

for TGA
APPROVED TURF

FIR TREE PARM + BLAXHALL + WOODBRIGE IP12 20X

é . ;

Jubilee Seeds & Turf
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF
FOR ALL GOLF COURSE and
OTHER APPLICATIONS:
Greens, Tees, Surrounds, Bunkers, etc

TEL/FAX 01797 320536
Jubilee Villa, 3 Ness Road,

Lydd, Kent TN29 9DP

Turf Dressings

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

for Fendress Top Dressing
* Fendress Superfine
* Economy Dressing
* Rootzone Mixes
* Screened Fensoil * Screened Peat
* Screened Loam * Kiln Dried Sand
* Bunker Sands

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

BAILEYS

‘ NORFOI.I(

supply

PROFESSIONAL TURF DRESSINGS
FOR THE PROFESSION
* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
% SAND # SCREENED TOP SOIL
Deliveries nationwide
BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich,
Norfolk NR10 SNL Tel: 01603 754607

. BOUGHTON

Mobile: 0850 353603

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTED
OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS
TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

Please contact Head Office for more information

THE INTURF GROUP

Regent Street * Pocklington * York YO4 20N
Telephone 01759 304101 * Fax 01759 305229

¥ =< ¢ ok

Appronad b vy
For a finer class of grass...
The independent supplier with a wide product range
Grasslands Turf Farm

Ashford Road, New Romney,
Kent TN28 8TH. Tel: (01797)

of turf for all applications.
Grasslands

367130 « Fax: (01797) 367928

sciie: [OAM LTD.
Pro Turt For
e W TURF DRESSINGS
A Growers -1GA ROOT ZONE MIXES
and suppliers (')f quality SCREENED TOP SOILS
. (-uim';llvl(l\I«-vs, l BUNKER SANDS
ireens and Amenity
Turf countrywide HORTICULTURAL
Tel: (01427) 890797 COMPOSTS
Fax: (01427) 891785 Telford Way, Kettering,
y
North ( III‘I Farm, West Stockwith Northants
Nr Donc .u;c’(ITI\-;I,I‘II\'\HIlx\lnnr Tel: 01536 510515
INTSRE | Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain's No. 1 for
QUALITY « SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Fairway House. South Stage. Broadway
Sallord Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ

Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554

Q Lawns @

Growers of Quality Turf
* Uniquely cultivated on fine
dark soils
* Next day deliveries
* Quality assured company
ISO 9002
Corkway Drove, Hockwold, f 4 z
Thetford, Norfolk IP26 4JR

British Field Products Limited
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911
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FLOTATION
TURF TYRES

* Wide Flat Treads *
* Custom Made Wheels *

* New and Used available *
ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs
Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265

Vertidraining Hire

G'cABor SPORTS

Souvth Wes#

Verti-draining Specialists

® Overseeding @

® Stone Burying

@ 4 Ton Top Dresser ®
(flotation tyres)

Competitive and Reliable
Telephone: (0117) 982 0054

Fax: (0117) 982 0052
Portview Rd, Avonmouth, Bristol BS11 9LQ

.

Fairway Landscapes
GOLF COURSE & SPORTS GROUND
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

Overseeding * Top Dressing * Deep Hollowcoring

Greens * Tees » Bunkers * Drainage * Verti Draining

Machine Hire * Visual & Verbal References

Tel or Fax: 01726 843003 Mobile: 0468 633569

Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre
Gravel Banding over seeding
Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming

and Top Dressing

Phone York: 01904 765949
Freephone: 0500 432120

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South

For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds

Experienced operator, compefitive prices and refiable service

Phone Peter on 01580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061

Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,
Wadhurst, East Sussex TNS 7DL

S EWARD
TURF MAINTENANCE

~ROSS OLIVER

@ VERTI-DRAIN for and Sportsgrounds
@ STONE PICKING @ RYAN HOLLOW TYNER
@ SAND SPREADERS @ DIRECT DRILLS

Greystones, Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP

Tel: (01841) 540222 Fax: (01637) 881057

Richard gawyw Y

VERTIDRAIN 1.5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire
Coremaster & Core Harvester.
Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo &
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and
Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors,
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance
Machinery for sale.

For further details contact:

RJ & J Campey
Marton, Macclesfield
Tel: 01260 224568
Fax: 01260 224791

Alder Root Golf Club

s

VERTIDRAINING

Competitive rates and prompt
service offered throughout the
North West
For details contact:

Ernie Lander on 01925 291919
or 0831 448817

PARKER HART

CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS

TOP DRESSING * SEEDING
SAND SLITTING * SAND BANDING
DRAINAGE
Qualified and experienced staff

horticultural supplies
Contact Anne Wicks (Contracts
Manager) Tel: 0181 337 7791
Fax: 0181 330 7392

VERTI-DRAINING * HOLLOW CORING

Plus all your sports turf, amenity and

\ Landscape
Supplies

For top quality

© mulch and
screened
woodchip please
ring 01604 847416
or 0468 662473
and ask for
Roger Hart

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth
WORTH DRAINING

Cornbecks Farm, Irmham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

Weed Control

complete weed control
GETTING TO THE ROOT
OF THE PROBLEM!

The UK's leading specialist spray contractor
with local service centres nationwid

Job
DRNOP

Reliable, hardworking and
enthusiastic 32 year old Australian
Greenkeeper seeking employment.

College graduate from Ryde

School of Horticulture in Landscaping

and Greenkeeping. University
degree in Irrigation.

Ten years experience on championship
golf course in Sydney, Australia.
Four years as Greenkeeper, six as
Assistant Superintendent.

All locations considered.

CV and references available.

Box No. JS66/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Aine, York Y06 2NF

chinery For Sale

Charterhouse Verti-Drain
Model 205-150

Toro Hydroject 3000
Both in Excellent
Working Order

Tel: 01929 472244
for further Information

CUSHMAN FOR SALE

Second hand Diesel 3 wheel
C/W Tipping Box Hollow Coring
Drum and Top Dressing Unit

§1285.00 + VAT

Hamilton Brothers, Greenock Road,
Bishopton, PAT 5AR.

Tel: 01505 862010

{01608 644044

Wetting Agents

DRENCHER LIQUID

Do you want to...

« enhance water penetration?

« aid the fight against dry patch?
» stimulate soil microbes?

by using...

* a 100% organic product

* a non-scorching formula

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Course Manager/Head Greenkeeper
with over 25 years experience
seeks new and challenging
position in UK.

Wide ranging experience
from construction ‘growing in’ of
new courses. USGA Specification
Greens.

General golf course maintenance
and seven years experience as a
Head Groundsman. Experience
with Football, Cricket, Bowls etc.

Box No. JS77/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2 NF

Wood Chips
BRYLINE LTD

Walkway fibre
used for golf paths
and walkways.
Clean, dry surface
underfoot.

Telephone:
01604 864227 and
01604 864204

Tell the industry of your
products and services,
through an advertisement in
greenkeeping’ top magazine
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

Enthusiastic Course Manager,
36 years old, seeks position
abroad, in Europe
or other country.

Experienced in golf course
construction, growing in,
golf club management and
administration.

Hard working and committed
to high standard of presentation.

Box No. JS79/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2 NF

Head Greenkeeper/Course Manager
fully qualified — committed,
enthusiastic.

Numerous qualifications including
Health & Safety, clay or sand course
conditioning. Management of
planning, development, construction.

Excellent motivator, task organiser.
Full budget control, eye for detail.
Wish to move —
South/South West England.

Box No. JS78/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2 NF

MOBILE MOWER GRINDER

Mowers sharpened at your
premises.

Bottom blades cylinders and
rollers, factory trained.

Tel: 0121 709 0795
0410 931013

SiSIS DIRBCT

tractor mounted
trenching equipment for
in-house drainage
projects
FOR HIRE
direct from the manufacturer
Phone Douglas Boa on
01625 503030 Ext.228

Trees

Sturdy ornamental trees
* Spring * Summer
* Autumn colouring

FOR SALE

Tel: Mr MacMillan
01475 540 612 or 647
West Scotland

RAMSWOOD NURSERIES

Large Trees for Sale
from £3.00 each
Many Varieties

Tel: 01925 821002
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RECRUITMENT

The British and International
Golf Greenkeepers Association

would like to apologise to the Course Manager and staff at

Blackley Golf Club

for any embarrassment and inconvenience caused by the
advertisement which was inadvertantly printed in the
October edition of Greenkeeper Intemational.

A similar apology is extended to all prospective applicants.

Forrester Park Golf Club
requires a qualified

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

The successful applicant will be keen, hard working, qualified
with an interest in machinery, an ability to use a pen
and a love of playing golf.

Please apply in writing with CV to:

The Course Manager, Forrester Park, Great Totham,
near Maldon, Essex CM9 8EA

Trentham Golf Club

(est. 1894)
Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD
GREENKEEPER/
COURSE MANAGER

Set in 155 acres of North Staffordshire countryside,
Trentham is a parkland course with some
heathland characteristics.

The successul applicant will possess all relevant
greenkeeping qualifications (Level 4), will have a
proven record of man management and be
experienced in the maintenance and first class
presentation of a golf course.

Knowledge of turf management, modern machinery
and irrigation systems essential.

An excellent salary package will be tailored to the
successful candidate in recognition of the importance
of this position. Accommodation is not available, but

relocation expenses will be met.

Please apply in writing, enclosing a CV, to:

The Secretary, Trentham Golf Club,
Barlaston Old Road, Trentham,
Staffordshire ST4 8HB

Merrist Wood

Lokt challenge?

/L’ Looking for
a new

Merrist Wood

— CHO Lok B G e

Lecturer in Sports Turf Agronomy

Substantial Remuneration Package

This new post represents an exceptional opportunity for a suitably qualified candidate to play a leading role in the
development of Merrist Wood College as a centre of excellence for greenkeeping and sports turf management.

You will be highly motivated and lead the delivery and development of specialist courses to meet student and employer
needs. Lecturing experience, whilst desirable, is not essential but you must have the enthusiasm and ability to

successfully pass on your knowledge and skills to trainees.

The College has unrivalled practical teaching facilities which include an 18-hole, 6,900 yard, par 72 golf course
designed by David Williams, various outdoor sports pitches and an excellent range of specialist machinery and

equipment.

Turf Care Machinery Mechanic

Competitive Salary

A skilled and self-motivated mechanic is required as soon as possible to take responsibility for the maintenance and
repair of College and Golf Club specialist turf care machinery, utilising our extensive and well equipped workshops.

For further details of either post please contact Mrs Rosemary Todd, Personnel, Merrist Wood College, Worplesdon,
Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE. Telephone 01483 884055. Closing date for completed applications: 26th November 1997.
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Lavender Park, Ascot

GREENKEEPER

required to supervise our par 3 golf course and driving range.
Knowledge of fine turf culture, machinery maintenance, and the
ability to motivate and direct staff essential.
To work unsupervised reporting to the company representative
when required.

Age not important, good rate of pay for committed person.
No living accommodation.

Please apply in writing with CV to:

Director, Plus Fore Developments Ltd, Lavender Park Golf Centre,
Swinley Road, Ascot SL5 1BD

Willow Valley Golf and Country Club

DEPUTY COURSE
MANAGER

For a 27 hole, forward thinking American style
Championship golf course.

Applicants must be fully qualified and experienced in all aspects
of modern greenkeeping methods.

Please apply in writing enclosing full CV to:

John Millen, Willow Valley Golf and Country Club,
Highmoor Lane, Clifton, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 4JB

Ulverston Golf Club Ltd

Applications are invited from qualified greenkeepers for the position of

COURSE MANAGER

At this very popular 18 hole parkland golf course situated on the Furness Peninsular in
South Cumbria, some 10 miles from the Lake District National Park.

Applicants must be experienced in all aspects of greenkeeping with appropriate
qualifications and have a practical knowledge of modern machinery and irrigation
systems with good organisational and management skills. A sound knowledge of the
current Health & Safety regulations is also required.

Accommodation is not available. Salary is negotiable.
Apply in writing with full CV to:

P Wedgwood, Hon Secretary, Ulverston Golf Club Ltd, The Club House,
Bardsea Park, Ulverston, Cumbria LA12 9QJ

Closing date: First post Monday 24th November 1997

Chorlton-cum-Hardy Golf Club

We currently have a vacancy for an

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Greenkeeping experience is essential.
Apply in writing with CV to:

The Secretary, Chorlton-cum-Hardy Golf Club,
Barlow Hall, Barlow Hall Road,
Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester M21 7J]

Small Turf Nursery and Country Estate

GREENKEEPER/GROUNDSMAN

Top salary and overtime
Our ideal applicant will:

Have at least five years similar or equivalent experience

Be self motivated and able to work on his or her own

Be a very thorough and methodical individual

Have sound mechanical aptitude and good knowledge of a wide
range of tractors, mowers, collectors, etc.

Take great care and pride in maintaining all equipment
Recognised qualifications including spraying an advantage.

Agates Nursery Farm, Fleet Hill, Finchampstead, Berkshire RG40

LR B R 2

* e

tord Q...
%“M‘a U
Stratford Oaks Golf Club, Stratford on Avon, Warks

invite applications for the position of

DEPUTY HEAD GREENKEEPER

The successful applicant will be a BIGGA member with a minimum of NVQ Level 3
and hold a PA1 and PA2 Certificate. At least five years greenkeeping experience
and a good working knowledge of automatic irrigation, machine maintenance
and golf course construction.

The position is available immediately and the salary will be based
on BIGGA salary scales. There is no accommodation available.
Please apply in own handwriting and full CV to:

Nigel Powell, Director of Golf, Stratford Oaks Golf Club, Bearley Road,
Snitterfield, Stratford on Avon, Warks CV37 0EZ

Eaglescliffe
Golf Club

requires a

HEAD GREENKEEPER/
GOURSE MANAGER

For an 18 hole parkland course.

Applicants must possess recognised qualifications and
be experienced in all aspects of golf course
management, including maintenance of machinery.

The ability to lead and motivate staff, organise
work programmes and maintain health and safety
requirements is essential.

Practical knowledge of modern greenkeeping methods
and budgetary control is also required.

An attractive salary will be paid.
Accommodation is not available.

The position to commence on 1 April 1998.
Applications in writing with a CV to:

The Secretary, Eaglescliffe Golf Club, Yarm Road,
Eaglescliffe, Stockton on Tees TS16 0DQ.

Closing date: 24 November 1997
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RECRUITMENT

Malone Golf Club

COURSE MANAGER

Malone Golf Club was founded in 1895 and is one of Ireland’s
finest parkland courses. The 27 hole layout is situated five miles
from Belfast city centre, in 300 acres of rolling parkland dominated
by a 28 acre lake.

The Club has hosted Irish amateur championships as well as
professional tournaments,.including the Irish Senior Masters.

We are seeking a top class head greenkeeper/course manager,
with a proven record on parkland courses. Applicants should
therefore have a recognised qualification in agronomy, with
specialisation in golf course management. Applicants should have
at least five years' experience as a head greenkeeper
or assistant at a mature course.

Applicants must be fully versed in modern methods and
techniques of maintenance and presentation, as well as having
proven man management skills, and the ability to prepare and

monitor work programmes and budgets for both
revenue and capital spends.

An excellent remuneration package will be available
to the successful candidate.

Please send CV by 30 November 1997 to:

The Club Manager, Malone Golf Club,
240 Upper Malone Road, Belfast BT17 9LB

Ganton Golf Club Limited

wish to appoint a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Established in 1891, Ganton Golf Club is recognised
as one of the finest championship courses in the British Isles,
and is scheduled to host some important national and
international amateur events in the future,
including the Curtis Cup.

Applicants should have experience as a Head Greenkeeper
or Deputy. The requirement will be to lead an established
and experienced greenkeeping team to maintain a classical
heathland/links course to the highest standards.

Salary and conditions are negotiable.
A good 4 bedroomed house is provided at the club.

Please apply in writing enclosing a full curriculum vitae
by the 30th November 1997 to;

Major RG Woolsey, Secretary,
Ganton Golf Club, Ganton, near Scarborough,
North Yorkshire YO12 4PA

Colony Club Gutenhof, Vienna, Austria

36 hole golf complex
has the following openings:

HEAD GREENKEEPER

FULL-TIME ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPERS and

SUMMER SEASON
GREENKEEPERS for 1998

Excellent salary paid 14 times per year
Five weeks holiday per annum
Free accommodation on site
Other benefits.

UK interview.

Send or fax a full CV and photograph to:

Gary Moseley
Colony Club Gutenhof
Schubertring 6/1
A-1010 Wien (Vienna)
Austria

Tel# 00 43 2235/87055-40
Fax# 0043 2235/87055-14

We are a major Irrigation Company based in
Central England and in order to further expand
our already strong market share we are looking
to make two senior appointments:

1. SERVICE ENGINEER

for Midlands and North of England

2. INSTALLATION
ENGINEER

Hands on team leader

Salary will reflect the importance of these positions
along with use of company vehicle and expense
account. It is unlikely that anyone under 27 years of
age will have the necessary experience and
qualifications for these positions.

Applications in writing with CV and current
remuneration to:

Personnel Manager,
10 Wenham Drive, Meir Park, ST3 7QG
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A Norwegian experience

Anna Joelsson Softing, Golf
Course Superintendent at
Chalmers GC, in Sweden
reports on activities in the
frozen north.

t was in the middle of a time when

both Susanne Lindstrom, Head
Greenkeeper at Partille GC, and |
were spending more than 15 hours a
day, at work. Susanne had been
installing a brand new pumphouse,
the results of the irrigation salesman
(size XXL) of the S-48-Irrigation
Company jumping on the pipes. | had
been rolling around on my greens in
my Helly-Hansen thick thermal outfit,
in the belief that the friction between
myself and the turf would raise the
temperature in the top layer of my
greens so that they would start to
grow.

But things were getting better, |
received a letter from the NGA/NGF -
The Norwegian Greenkeeper Assutia-
tion/Federation. It was an invite to a
Special seminar in Oslo, with Dr Paul
Rieke, from Michigan State Univer-
sity, and Scientist Julie Dionne, from
Laval University in Quebec.

Susanne and | did not waste any
time learning more. We called for
directions — it's embarrassing but |
have to admit that we women are not
too good at this, | am lucky every
time | find my way to work.

Jeanette Immo, had started her
new Head Greenkeeper job at Larviks
GC in Norway. So Susanne and |
decided to use our famous simulta-
neous capacity and combine the
seminar with a visit to Jeanette at
Larviks GC. We organised both hous-
ing and travelling arrangements, but
there was only one thing missing —a
good chef — there are not a lot of
McDonald’s in Norway, since Norwe-
gians only eat raw fish!

So we called on Carl-Axel Hern-
strom, Head Greenkeeper at Ekerums
Golf and Country Club. He quickly
collected his Big Bertha, his cook-
book and picked us up.

We went to Norway and Larvik GC,
a course designed by the Swedish
Architect Jan Sederholm. He must
have been in a good mood when he
designed this course, because it was
absolutely gorgeous. The greens
where lush like a Swedish midsum-

Rolawn' take
a big bite out _

of greens

turf prices

price for greens turf?

of supply.

spctial offer

Have you heard about Rolawn’s promise to beat AN

Do you know Rolawn turf is sold on a NO MINIMUM
ORDER basis with FREE Moffett Mounty Off L()a(|ing
from Rolawn’s Nationwide Deport Network?

Have you heard that Rolawn have Massive Stocks of
Greens Turf? which means no problem with continuity

What you may not know is that this is no

THE ROLAWN PRICE PROMISE
ON GREENS TURF IS HERE TO STAY

Call NOW on 01904 608661, ask for
Customer Services and find out what’s on offer.
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mer’s dream. This is due to the fact
that they had been covered with a
thin acrylic canvas for eight days. The
fairways were so even that it was
almost insulting and the bunkers so
strategically placed that you shot
from one bunker to another. Larviks
GC is not just famous for the fantastic
course but for the Larvik Invitation
which is played here in July. Last year
golfers like John Daly, Jesper
Parnevik, Colin Montgomerie, lan
Woosnam and many others played
here.

After having scrutinised the sur-
roundings we found that this was
more than just a great golf course.
We found a genuine farm estate, with
cattle and also a big and beautiful
castle, a valley full of deer and cabins
for hire — all made with a Nordic nat-
ural materials like domestic woods,
stone floors, roof paintings. This is
an estate with a Championship
Course with an Nordic touch, it's
something special, one of a kind and
it could only be in Norway.

Enough of impressions of the
course. After an 89 | was rather tired
and it was time to do what we came
for — attend the seminar. We all got a
warm welcome from our Norwegian
colleagues and the seminar initiated
by Stal Bo, the President of the Nor-
wegian Golf Association.

Dr Paul Rieke talked about the
importance of identifying physical
soil problems on golf courses. If you
have, for instance, a problem with
your greens you must localise the
problem in order to do something
about it.

Is it a compaction problem? A soil
layer problem? A thatch problem? A
drainage problem? A water holding
capacity problem? A nutrient CEC-
problem? Or a combination of the
above? He talked a lot about thatch
which is caused by compacted soils,
acid soils, overwatering, aggressive
species/cultivators, improper mowing
practices, improper use of pesticides
or a badly balanced fertilisation pro-
gramme. The most efficient way to
keep the thatch layer to a minimum,
was to topdress frequently with small
amounts from the start. Once you've
got a problem it's a lot more work to
get rid of thatch with verticutting, hol-
low coring and so on. As always it is
best to do it correctly the first time
(easier said than done!).

He also said that grass had a low
IQ-value - this is my personal
Swedish translation and should not
taint Dr Paul Rieke — since the grass
does not care if it gets the fertiliser in
granules or solved in water and
sprayed on. This may very well be,

but | have my own idea of how to
treat my greens. My recipe is “treat
your greens like you, yourself would
like to be treated”.

| have been thinking about my
Penncross, bent greens and found
out that they are almost identical with
the human being. | base my theory
on the fact of several similarities.
Both grass and humans:-

1) consist of cells, 2) we need a
good environment to feel good, 3) we
could get ill (cold virus, fungus dis-
ease), 4) sometimes we need medi-
cine to cure the illness (penicillin,
Rovral), 5) some humans/grass are
stronger than others, 6) we need
nutrients to survive, 7) we all die
eventually, 8) we breed, 9) we prefer
the warm summer, 10) we do not like
it when other people walk on us.

Julie Dionne told us about the trials
made mainly in Canada but also in
Norway and Sweden with different
winter protective covers on Poa
annua greens. Winter damages are
caused by three major factors, cold
temperatures, turf grass diseases
and disiccation. The snow cover is
an important fact, it has a good insu-
lating cover with low thermal con-
ductivity, but the problem is that
sometimes it gets to much and
sometimes to little. The snow cover
is some winters over | meter thick
and rainfall will also destroy the good
snow cover. Industry offer several
protective cover materials but they
do not have precise recommenda-
tions on their use under northern cli-
mate.

An effective winter protection pro-
gramme must: 1) Include a sound
fungicide protection prior to the cov-
ers, 2) always use impermeable pro-
tective covers, 3) consider local
winter conditions and snow cover, 4)
monitor temperature profile under
covers, 5) install and remove covers
at the right time, 6) use spring covers
after removal of winter protective
covers, 7) recognise that winter cov-
ers will never replace good turf man-
agement.

Winter protective covers are
invaluable tools for the management
of cold stress. The research provides
information in an area where there
was a real lack of information. Winter
protection of golf greens requires
knowledge on cold stress physiology,
cool-season disease control, local
winter micro-climate and protective
COVers.

The seminar finished, and then the
first working day after the seminar
was over, both Susanne’s and my
greens were white, not with snow,
but with a spring cover mat.
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