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The quiz night at the Black Bull in 
Dalkeith had to be cancelled due to lack 
of interest. Is the social committee 
wasting their time? Next on the agenda 
is the spring outing at Winterfield GC. 
In Dunbar, a great day was had by the 
50-plus members and trade who 
attended. There are a few people to 
thank - the captain and council for 
courtesy of the course, the club master 
and club mistress for the refreshments 
(by the way, that Belhaven best is 
something else) kitchen staff for the 
meals - they were extremely good. Last 
but not least Craig Pennycuick, Head 
Greenkeeper and his staff. The course 
was a credit at this time of year, it was 
in excellent condition. Craig, keep up 
the good work. To the trade thanks for 
your support, raffle prizes etc. Also to 
Tom Murray and Graham who look 
after all your cards on the day and kept 
everything running smoothly, thanks 
lads. 

All scores and names are below, one 
thing to mention though, trade repre-
sentative Tom Brannan, from Souters 
of Stirling, had a hole-in-one on the 
par-3 4th (it bounced along the fairway 
onto the green then into the hole) Tom 
was jumping about and shouting so 
much I thought Celtic had won some-
thing. Congratulations to him and a 
quote from Tom himself - "It cost me 
more that night than it did when my 
twin daughters were born a few 
months ago." (PS: Tom, wait until they 
both decide to get married. You ain't 
seen nothing yet!) 

Next golfing on the calendar is the 
Summer Tournament, on 24 June at 
Harburn G.C. which is teams of two 
playing a Stableford. Partners will be 
drawn on the day this is so members 
will get to meet different people in the 
Section. This is something new, the 
committee are trying this year as well 
as making all outing afternoons only 
this gives you time to get some work 
done on your courses in the morning 
before you head of to the section event. 
BIGGA is a golf club friendly associa-
tion. It was also good to see a lot of 
new faces at the spring outing, the 
committee hope that this continues. If 
you think different to any of the above 
or have any views of your own give me 
a call or drop me a line, 

Results - Spring Outing 1997, Win-
terfield G.C. Scratch-G. Wood 72, 1st 
Class - 1 . S. Crawford 67, 2.; S. Green-

wood 72, 3. I. Bell 73. 2nd Class-1. 
S.J. Russell 69, 2. C.J. Yeaman 71, 3. 
G. Purves 73. 3rd Class - 1. S. Hayes 
71, 2. G. Stavert 74, 3. A McCleish 77. 
New Member - Ian Cowan 70 B/H; 
Trade - Ian Thompson 67; Veteran -
Ralph Bullock 72; Guest - R. Martin, 
Winterfield, 70; Hole in one - Tom 
Brannan, Souters of Stirling. Hayter 
Qualifiers. Cat 1. I. Bell, G. Wood, S. 
Greenwood, A. Holmes, Res T. Murray. 
Cat 2. S.J. Russell, R. Thomson, K. 
Anderson, J. Nielson, Res S. Dixon. Cat 
3. A. McLeish, G. Trotter, S. Hayes, B. 
Duthie, Res A. Forrest. Worst score of 
the day D. Jefferies, T. Sherriff, 122, 
worst aggregate on par 3's G. Blair 52, 
Ratho Park GC. 

At our committee match at Gullane 
Golf Club on May 20, a great day was 
had by all the Committee (so I was 
told). We also had Paul Sago, Course 
Manager, and Bill Robertson Head 
Greenkeeper both from Gullane. The 
weather on the day has to be the worst 
I have played in for a long time, it was 
torrential from the night before and still 
when we left the club that night, not 
ideal for golf. The winner of the Eddie 
Holt Trophy this year was Craig Penny-
cuick, so well done to him. By the way 
Craig I will get it back off you next year. 
Yet again a different name on the tro-
phy - no committee person has won it 
twice since it was first played for back 
in 1991, and we hope that's how it will 
remain. Eddie would have liked it for 
everyone to get a chance of winning. 
The Chairman v Vice Chairman for the 
Shield was won by the Vice Chairman's 
team. 

Thanks must go to the Gullane GC 
for the courtesy of the course, Paul 
Sago/Bill Robertson for the condition of 
the course(s), they were in great shape 
considering the weather. Also the club 
house staff for the meals and refresh-
ments which was indulged in consider-
ably over the day and thanks to our 
sponsors for the day Lothian Tractors. 
A big thank you to Suzanne Gilles, 
Lothian Tractors, who played golf with 
us that day. Thanks to you and the 
company. 

The Skittles night in May was can-
celled due to lack of numbers - we had 
only about seven members some with 
a partner so I would think that will be 
the demise of the Skittles nights, as 
that is the fourth one to be cancelled in 
a row. At £40 a time that is a total of 
£160 lost for four events. At the end of 
the day that is your money. 

Next on the agenda is the Summer 
Tournament at Harburn GC on June 24 
- report next month. Section member-

ship is continuing to go up - I don't 
have exact numbers to hand but if you 
know of anyone in the trade that is not 
a member get them to give our secre-
tary a call on 0131-6603965 and he will 
tell them the benefits of joining BIGGA, 
and will also send them out an applica-
tion form. So if you're a greenkeeper 
get into BIGGA. It's worth it. 

Myself, Steve Dixon, (secretary), and 
our wives were very pleased to be 
invited to the official opening of King 
Acre Golf Course on May 31. We would 
like to thank Tom King and his family 
for the very kind invitation, this has to 
be one of the best new courses I have 
seen for a long time. You would think it 
has been there for quite a number of 
years. All I can say is give Tom a phone 
call and get down to play it, but watch 
the lake at the left of the 18th! I would 
also like to congratulate George Purves 
and his team for the amount of work 
that must have gone on to have it ready 
for opening day. It was well worth it in 
the end. Well done to everyone con-
cerned with Kings Acre Golf Course, it 
is a credit to you all. 

If anyone has any news, information 
to pass on, simply pick up the phone 
(0131-4457165 office, 01620-842037 
home) or drop me a line at Muirfield 
Drive, Gullane. 

That all this month folks, see you 
next time. 
Chris Yeaman 

Nor th 
The spring outing at Duff House Royal 
was a great success with almost 90 
members and trade golfing, and several 
others along for the day. The weather 
was excellent as was the course thanks 
to Willie Forsyth and his staff, prize 
winners were as follows:- Scr:-1. M. 
Wilson, Forres, 71; 2. K. Peace, 
Inverurie,73 Class 1:- 1. N. Sadler, 
Grantown-on-Spey, 71-5-66; 2. P. Don, 
Demway, 74-4-70; 3.S. McBain, Hazle-
head, 78-7-71. Class 2;1.S. William, 
Peterculter, 70-8-62; 2. C. Cumming, 
Fortrose; 3. M. Keay 76-9-67. B.I.H. 
Class 3 - 1. D. Marnoch, Peterculter, 
84-16-68; 2. D. Robertson, New-
macher, 85-14-71 B.I.H; 2. R. Donald , 
Oldmeldrum, 75-6-69; Apprentice:-1. 
J. Morson, Westhill, 86-16-70; 2. P. 
Watson 91-18-73. Trade:- P. Allan, 
Stewarts, 72-5-67. Guest:- B. Edmund 
72-3-69. Longest Drive:- Class 1 N. 
Sadler; Class 2 S. Morrison, Royal 
Aberdeen, Class 3 S. Hogg, Fortrose. 
Nearest the hole:-D. Green, Huntly. 
Draw for BIGGA Blazer:- D. Anthony, 
Duff House Royal, 200 Club winners 
were as follows: January No.35 D. 

Duguid, Westhill, February No 114; Mrs 
P. MacLeod,Coventry, March No.31; A. 
Dobbie, Boat of Garten, all £30. April 
£100 No.21; B. Cocker Jnr, Alyth. 

The following members will repre-
sent the section in the Norrie Whytock 
competition this August - H. McLatchie, 
S. Williams, C. Cumming, and C. 
Burgess, Forres. Finally on the outing, 
this is the first time we have had to turn 
away entries so next outing get your 
form back quick to ensue participation. 

The Hayter Qualifier at Troon 
Lochgreen was not a great success for 
the Section with no qualifiers, Colin 
Mackay, Elmwood GC, and Chris Cum-
ming, Fortrose, are reserves in Class 1 
and 2 respectively. The Section dinner 
dance this year will be at the Clover 
Leaf Hotel, Bucksburn, Aberdeen, on 
Saturday November 22, price remains 
£12.50 and rooms are available at the 
hotel for £38.00 B&B for two. If mem-
bers want this event to continue a good 
turnout is required, as friends and 
guests far outnumber members in pre-
vious dances and we are running this 
for members really, although others are 
more than welcome. 

I hear Colin Forbes and Doug Boyle 
have moved from Aboyne to Terland we 
wish them well, also we wish Martin 
Dodds well in his new job in Aberdeen 
after leaving Cullen. 
lain Macleod 

Centra l 
Apologies for there being no Section 
news last month, the reason being that 
I was in hospital at the time the maga-
zine went to press. Thanks to everyone 
who sent their good wishes, I appear to 
be on the road to recovery and hope-
fully things will get back to normal, 
whatever that is, pretty soon. 

No sooner do we welcome Jim Ellis's 
return to the Section when he ups and 
leaves for pastures new, in Germany. 
Every success in your new appoint-
ment Jim, I hope everything goes well 
for you. (Perhaps we may now get a 
contribution from Germany for the sec-
tion news!) 

While we are on about members it is 
great to welcome the following new 
ones, Scott Watson and Ben Durkin, 
both Aberdour; Marc Brownlie, Pit-
reavie; Gregor McNee , Glenbervie; 
Craig Hopkins, Elmwood College; 
Andrew Crawford, Kinross; and Ian 
Smith, Bishopshire, and we look for-
ward to meeting them at some of our 
forthcoming events. 

We have gained 18 new members so 
far this year, that's down on our target 
of one per week, so if you know of any 



greenkeeper near you who is not a 
member, encourage him/her to join. If 
you wish, bring them along to any of 
our events, as a guest and let them see 
for themselves what they are missing 
by not being part of BIGGA. 

The first golf tournament of the sea-
son was held over The Dukes Course at 
Craigtoun, St Andrews, in April, when 
some 55 members and guests enjoyed 
the courtesy of their excellent facilities. 
Our sincere thanks go to Course Man-
ager, Owen Browne and his staff, for 
having the course in tip top condition 
on the day, a great achievement when 
you consider it is a new course and the 
terrible weather conditions in the early 
part of the year, a special thanks to 
Heidi Orr, Golf Administration Manager, 
for all her help in making the arrange-
ments and for helping to make sure 
everything ran smoothly on the day -
that includes granting extra tee times 
for those who did not return entry 
forms! 

Scottish Chairman, Sam Morrison, 
made the long journey down from 
Aberdeen and we appreciate the sup-
port Sam gives to Section events. I 
would also like to thank all our Patrons 
and everyone who contributed to the 
raffle prizes and helped to make the day 
a great success. 

Prize winners were as follows: Best 
Scratch;- D. Leith, St Andrews, 74; Best 
Nett:- K. Mitchell, St Andrews, 72; 1st 
Class, H/cap:-1. T. Braid, Lundin Links, 
74; 2. H/cap S. Robertson, Elmwood, 
75; 2nd Class, H/cap: - 1 1 . Ross, The 
Dukes Course, 77; 2. H/cap - S. Sime, 
Leven Links, 78; 3rd Class, H/cap:-1. P. 
Brown, Falkland, 83; 2. H/cap - S. 
Campbell, Stirling, 84; Stewart's 
Quaich:-1. Ross/K. Stirling, The Dukes 
Course, 151; Patrons:- S. Barbour, A & 
J Bowens,75; Guest's:- G. Prendergast, 
Greenma UK Ltd, 73. 

The Inter-Club Tournament is now 
under way and with an entry of 16 
teams the competition to stop Auchter-
arder from winning the trophy three 
years in a row looks even tougher this 
year, although Archie and James will be 
all out to make it a hat trick of victories. 

Congratulations on their recent mar-
riages to Owen Browne, of The Dukes 
Course, and Robin Hadley, of Pitreavie 
GC. Unfortunately I don't have the 
names of their spouses so have to 
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remain rather formal. Anyway, best 
wishes for the future Mr & Mrs Browne 
and Mr & Mrs Hadley from everyone in 
the Central Section. 

Arrangements are being made to 
organise some of the events which 
were on the list sent out earlier this 
year, although going by the number of 
forms returned (36 out of 240) it would 
appear that events are not going to be 
that well supported. John Bashford will 
be organising the fishing on Loch 
Leven during the season so there 
maybe some interesting stories being 
told at the Autumn Tournament, at 
Auchterarder in September. Andy 
0"Hara is hoping to organise a further 
football match, but unfortunately it will 
not be representative of the Section as 
only seven members showed an inter-
est in forming a Central Section team. 
Kevin Brunton is helping to arrange a 
visit to Parkhead Stadium, Glasgow, 
which will allow members to see the 
work involved in the renovation and 
preparation of a pitch prior to the start 
of a new playing season. Details of all 
Events will be mailed out as soon as 
possible. (Probably only to those who 
took the time to return there forms). So 
if you failed to return your form you 
may miss out! 
John Crawford 

Hayter Challenge Scottish Regional 
Final 
The Scottish Region had another glori-
ous day for the Regional final of the 
Hayter Challenge. The Loch Green 
course was in excellent condition all 
thanks to Bill Fletcher and his staff and 
it certainly provided a very stern test for 
the competitors. We were pleased to 
have Kim Macfie, Sales and Marketing 
Director of Hayters, joining us. Mind 
you he was only coming home as 
Troon is his home town. It was also 
nice to have our BIGGA Chairman Pat 
Murphy and John Pemberton from HQ 
with us for the day. With Hamish Mac-
fie and then Pat Murphy acting as 

starters everything ran exactly to time, 
(Cecil and Harry look out) and the last 
three teed off on the dot, pale faced 
greenkeepers these three, obviously 
spending too much time in their offices. 

It was a long way round for many of 
the lads over 6500 yards and between 
the heat and the strong breeze, yes it 
was, just a breeze up here, there were a 
few weary travellers at the end. The first 
pint never touched the sides, and so to 
the results; Cat 1. 1. D. Leith, St 
Andrews, 73-1-72; 2. S. Taylor, Killer-
mont, 74-1-73; 3. D. Wilson, Irvine 
Bogside, 81-8-73; 4. C. McKay, Elm-
wood, 79-6-73. Cat 2. 1. A. Wilson, 
Kirkhill, 86-14-72; 2. J. Johnston, 
Turnberry, 86-13-73; 3. A. Torrance, 
King James, 86-11-75; 4. C. Cumming, 
Fortrose, 87-12-75. Cat 3. G. Shearer, 
Balmore, 91-22-69; 2. S. Carmichael, 
Fines GC, 92-22-70; 3. D. Nelson, 
Brunston Castle, 91-21-70; 4. A. 
Robertson, Grangemouth, 91-20-71. 

So what a team we have this year 
everyone dedicated to giving the team 
manager a winning finale to his time as 
Administrator, yes I'm sure they are! 
Elliott Small 

NORTHERN 
REGION 
Bob Lupton 
Tel: 01782 750539 
North West 
A good attendance at the spring tourna-
ment ensured good competition to 
qualify for the Hayter regional final at 
Matfen hall on Wednesday July 9. The 
spring tournament was at Didsbury 
Golf Club on Thursday May 1, and 
although I was otherwise engaged and 
could not attend, I was assured that 
Alec Davis and his staff had the course 
in excellent condition. 

The qualifiers for the Hayter regional 
final are: Cat 1 1. P. Pearse; 2. S. Moon; 
3. F. Piatt. Cat 2 .1 . L. McAndrew; 2. A. 
Bennett; 3. B. Turner. Cat 3.1. S. Mose-
ley; 2. J. Fitzgerald; 3. A. Davis. 

I would like to thank all the compa-
nies who provided prizes for the day. 
Unfortunately Alec Davis has the list of 
companies, and he's in Florida at the 
moment, but I will name the companies 
in my next Section news. On Monday 
August 4 we have a match against the 
Northern Section. I require two teams 
of 16 players,and both matches are 

sponsored so the day will cost you 
nothing, both matches will be played to 
win, but at the same time are always 
very enjoyable. 

There are several supervisory and 
management courses both at Aldwark 
Manor and regional. If you are available 
for the golf matches or require a further 
information about the courses contact 
me on 0151 7245412. 
Bert Cross 

Sheffield 
There is not a lot of news this month, 
but there are quite a few new members 
to the section they include: John 
Evisan, Neil Vernon, David Ingleton, 
Paul Jarvis, Ian Scott, Geoffrey Wells, 
Glenn Hearn, Richard Evison and Colin 
Jessop all f rom Gainsborough GC. 
Jonathan Knowles and Mark Knowles 
from Rufford Park GC and John Dar-
roch from Hirst Priory GC. 

Our next golf will be our autumn 
competition to be held at Sicklehome 
GC on September 22 at 1.30pm. 
John Lax 

MIDLAND 
REGION 
Peter Larter 
Tel: 01480 437507 
Midland 
July has come around quickly again 
bringing with it the usual concerns 
about water usage and all the griev-
ances which seem to go hand in hand 
with this seasonal crisis. Well I suppose 
it could be worse, we could all have the 
troubles of Yorkshire Water which 
never seem to be rectified. After all we 
have had one of the better starts to the 
season regarding weather for some 
time and actually being able to get a 
better degree of growth on those usu-
ally dormant areas. 

On May 13 the annual President's 
Day took place at Handsworth GC. This 
always proves to be an enjoyable 
evening and this one was no exception 
many thanks to all the greenkeepers 
who took part and especially to Eric 
Thomas for organising the greenkeep-
ers' team so admirably. 

Can I remind anyone who is partici-
pating in the Rite Feed singles that the 
first round needs to be played before 
July 18? Also, to any pairs playing the 
Rigby Taylor to make sure that you get 
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your games played before the deadline 
dates to save the back up of games. 

There is the possibility of arranging 
5-a-side football matches, Keith 
Weston from Kenilworth GC is hoping 
to get things organised so if anyone is 
interested could they please either talk 
to myself or Keith at the next tourna-
ment or give Keith a call on 01926 
411948. 

Anyone wishing to give me news or 
information would they please give me 
a ring as this article is all about getting 
information and news to the members 
of the Midland Section and I can not 
possibly be able to get all the informa-
tion which you need to know so any-
thing you can tell me I will be pleased 
to print in this article. 
Jonathan Wood 

Bucks, Berks and Oxon 
The first golf event proved very suc-
cessful with 40 competitors battling it 
out for the prestigious prizes. Castle 
Royle proved to be a very good test of 
golf with nobody beating par on the day 
(very little work for our newly appointed 
handicap secretary!). Allan Collis and 
his staff are to be congratulated on the 
superb condition of the course. 

The main sponsors of the day were 
Rigby Taylor and Hayter so many 
thanks to both companies. 

Prize winners as fol lows:-1. S. Putt; 
2.T. Evans, 3. J. Socket. Longest Drive:-
T. Webb, Nearest the Pin:-P. Whelehan. 
This event was also the Hayter qualifier 
for the Regional Final to be held at the 
Warwickshire on June 26. Cat 1: -1. C. 
Evans; 2. P. Whelehan; 3. M. Smith; 4. 
G. Divers. Cat 2:- 1. S. Putt; 2. D. 
Jones, 3. R. Fletcher; 4. D. Edwards. 

By the time this article goes to print 
hopefully the team will have done us all 
proud! The draw for the Rigby Taylor 
knockout has taken place and all com-
petitors should have received there 
copy. Please remember the top names 
in the draw have home advantage. Max-
imum handicap allowance is 18! Good 
luck to everybody especially my partner 
Paul. I will post results in the magazine 
throughout the season. The next golf 
event is at Badgemore Park on Thurs-
day July 17 (go easy on me please). 
Prediction for the forthcoming Open at 
Troon: Tiger Woods to miss the cut. 
Lindsay T Anderson 

East of England 
Rutland County was the venue for the 
Purdy's Cup which saw a good turnout 
of members, playing in fine weather 
over a course in magnificent condition. 
Thanks go to Chris Squires and his 
staff for producing a challenging test of 
golf. There being little wind "we had it 
easy" said the Captain and the scores 
indicated that. The eventual winner is 
now cut two shots, and was Sheamus 
Coggin, from Belton Woods, 38 pts, 
second was David Griffon, also Belton 
Woods, 35 pts, and third Richard 
Owen, Beston Wests, 34 pts. Graeme 
Macdonald, Ryston Park, picked up 
nearest the pin. As usual the prize table 
was overflowing, a big thank you to Les 
Purdy for sponsoring a fine day on a 
fairly new course in good condition. 
Other prizes were donated by Peter Fell, 
Aitkens, Leigh Siddon, Colliers, Stewart 
Jeffs, Rigby Taylors, and Roy Harrison, 
Stoke Rochford. 

"Mac's on the Move" - I mentioned 
in my last report that Charlie Macdon-
ald had left Newark to take up the post 
of Course Manager at Crieff Golf Club. 
Well, your secretary is also on the 
move, Graeme Macdonald is leaving 
Ryston Park Golf Club to take over from 
Charlie Macdonald at Newark. 
Graeme Macdonald 

SOUTH EAST 
REGION 
Derek Farrington 
Tel: 01903 260956 
Surrey 
The Cresta Cup was held at West Sur-
rey GC on June 10 on a very hot and 
humid afternoon. The course needless 
to say was immaculate, well done Mike 
and his team. We were treated royally 
by the management, for which we 
thank them. 

The food under the helm of Mrs 
Kirkham was superb, a carvery no less, 
this was a first. The results were:-1. R. 
Tydeman (Mr Old Reliable) with 36 pts; 
2. M. Todd also with 36 pts on count 
back and 3. D. Williams with 34 pts 
also on count back with about five oth-
ers, don't do this to me lads, you know 
I have trouble. The next tournament is 
the McMillan Tankard at Sunningdale, I 
don't know yet the numbers Brian can 
manage, so get in quick, first come first 
served. You will receive the entry form 

very shortly. A little news from around 
- Lee Strutt is now Course Manager at 
Richmond Golf Club and he has aboard 
with him David Patterson as D/CM Lee 
and Adam Hartley (RAC) have now 
joined the committee. The good news 
for some of you is that I am retiring on 
July 31, the bad news is I will still be 
around! The Drift have done me a great 
deal whereby I am still playing golf here 
and try to be useful as well. But I shall 
be out and about on my motorbike to 
keep an eye on you. 
Ted Stiles 

Sussex 
I've just returned from a week of lying 
in the sun in Rhodes to realise it's time 
for another write-up. So as I have not 
had time to catch up with the news, I 
thought I would take the opportunity to 
broach another subject. 

Education is always at the forefront 
of BIGGA's agenda. So before your 
Course Manager has spent all of his 
budget on summer fertilisation it might 
be worth talking to him about college 
courses to be taken over the autumn 
and winter months. Maybe your club 
would find it difficult to lose members 
of staff during the working day, if so 
why not approach your local college 
about evening courses. I, along with 
nine other greenkeepers, have just 
completed an NVQ course a Plumpton 
College. It consisted of an evening ses-
sion once a week with projects and 
studying to be carried out in your own 
time. This is the first year the course 
has been run like this and I found it 
very informative. Apart from gaining a 
qualification, it keeps you in touch with 
other greenkeepers through the long 
winter months. On behalf of all the lads 
who attended, I would like to thank 
David and Colin for making the course 
such a success. We need more courses 
of this kind and if enough interest is 
shown, I'm sure more colleges will hold 
educational classes in the evening. If 
you wish to find out more about this or 
any other courses contact David Black-
mur at Plumpton College on 01273 
890454 or contract you local college. 

Congratulations to Tony Bremmer 
who has been promoted to Deputy 
Course Manager at Gatton Manor GC. I 
worked with Tony at Slinfold Park GC 
two years ago, before he moved to his 

present club. Although Patton Manor is 
just into Surrey, Tony has stayed with 
the Sussex Section. 

Finally, we still need venues for our 
golf days in 1998. Anyone who thinks 
they may be able to help with this, 
please contact a member of the com-
mittee. 

Results of the summer meeting at 
Haywards Heath in next month's write-
up. 

Colin Cathie 

Essex 
The Essex Section held a golf day a Five 
Lakes Golf and Country Club, playing 
the European Tour Course. A good day 
was had by all but, Martin, we would 
just like to have the greens a bit quicker 
next time! Thanks to Martin, his staff 
and all at Five Lakes for making us wel-
come. Our thanks also go to Earnest 
Doe's for sponsoring the event and in 
particular to Andy Turbin for his efforts 
on our behalf. 

Prize winners were as follows: Cat 
1:-1. C. Crocher, 2. R. Pride, 3. S. Cox; 
Cat 2:- I .C.Ward, 2. D.Wells, 3. J. Sel-
wood; Cat 3:- 1. J. Shelton, 2. M. 
Stopps, 3. M. Forrester; Guest:- P. Kee-
ble; Trade:- A. Turbin; Nearest the Pin 
on 13th and Longest Drive 18th:- M. 
Fance. 

I had a great day watching Volvo 
PGA Tournament at Wentworth thanks 
to the hospitality of Ransomes. 

Our next lecture evening will be at 
Writtle College, Thursday September 25 
at 7.30pm in the Main Building, Room 
L60. Dr Tim Lodge, from STRI. will be 
talking on the use and misuse of top 
dressing and recent research concern-
ing golf green maintenance and con-
struction. 
Dave Wells 

S O U T H WEST 
AND S O U T H 
WALES REGION 
Paula Humphries 
Tel: 01363 82777 
Devon and Cornwall 
You may be aware that following the 
approval of the Association's revised 
constitution at the 1996 AGM the 
BIGGA Board of Management request 
that all Regions should have a paid 
part-time administrator in place before 
the end of this year. Paula has subse-

ITS EFFECT IS SHATTERING 
y Charterhouse Deep aeration on an intensively used golf course is vital if the 

which we require are to survive. 
We purchased our first Verti-Drain back in 1983 and very 
quickly bought a second. Both these machines have 
been working on a continuous basis providing 
excellent results and utilising only a 
minimum of spare parts. 
Comment From Walter Woods 
St. Andrews Links Golf Course supervisor 
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quently been appointed to the post of 
Regional Administrator. 

The funding for the new part-time 
Regional Administrator will be from 
central funds, although the Section and 
Region will have to forgo their sub 
refunds to help cover some of the 
costs. The loss of our refunds means 
that the Section has to become self-suf-
ficient to survive. To help finance the 
section, the Committee has decided to 
offer the companies already involved in 
donating golf prizes at our meetings 
first refusal on sponsoring the whole 
meeting. This would entitle the compa-
nies involved to put up a sponsor sign 
on the 1st tee or 18th green and the use 
of their display boards in the club house 
(both are subject to host club's 
approval). They will also be entitled to 
present their Company's golfing prizes 
having taken up the new sponsorship 
deal. The section would like to thank 
Avoncrop, Barenbrug, Devon Garden 
Machinery, PJ Flegg, Rhone Poulenc, 
Roffey's and Supaturf for their continued 
sponsorship and support of our section. 

The section would also like to thank 
DGM for their sponsorship of our fix-
ture cards over recent years, after a 
Section committee some two years ago 
it was decided to offer other companies 
the chance to sponsor the cards on a 
two-year sponsorship deal, which takes 
effect from this year with PJ Flegg tak-
ing up the sponsorship package. Look 
out for next month's article for more 
details of venues, dates and sponsors. 
Richard Whyman 

South West 
May has been an interesting month for 
us all in the region. At last we have had 
a spring with some genuine rain in it. 
The resultant growth and recovery from 
the severe winter and early spring has 
forced me to apologise to some of my 
members as for a brief moment they 
don't have anything to complain about. 
We have come through the Augusta 
syndrome relatively unscathed and as I 
write are drawing battle plans for the 
US Open syndrome which always 
seems to clash with that other "Major" 
our club championship. I have guaran-
teed them perfect lightening quick 
greens, cross cut fairways mown at 
6mm, three tiers of lush green mono-
stand rough and a fresh load of 
crushed marble in the bunkers. The 
only catch being that they will have to 
go to the club down the road to get it. 
One of those clubs down the road is 
Chippenham who very kindly hosted 
our members and guest day. Our 
thanks to Secretary, Doug Maddison, 
and the club for their courtesy in allow-
ing us the use of their facilities, particu-
larly as half the contingent were not 
greenkeepers. The course as ever was 
immaculate thanks to Chris Sealey and 
his staff. 

The scores were as follows: 1. 
Michael Fawcett (no surprise there) and 
partner K. May 44 pts. 2. Phil Greenway 
and partner Nigel Hopper 42pts. 3. Tim 
Dabernett (Placed pins to suit his fine 
draw) and partner Ian Widows 41 pts. 

We were then treated to some fine 
cuisine from the caterer, Neil Simpson, 
and enjoyed a few witty words from the 
club Captain Brian Elliot. Tim Dabernett 
then handed over the nearest the pin 
prize which was won by a some off 
fluke from Marc Haring. This particular 
competition which has just been started 
and will hopefully become a permanent 
fixture raised £50 for the clubs charity 
the Wiltshire Air Ambulance. Thanks to 
Tim for his organisation and donation 
of the prize of a bottle of Scottish pro-
duce which is rapidly becoming 
depleted. The day was nicely rounded 
off when Dave Harper, one of the 
guests from Cumberwell Park, bought 
everyone a drink following his hole in 
one at the 6th. 

While on the subject of Cumberwell 
Park, this is the venue for our summer 
tournament on July 23, so it is my turn 
to endure the sleepless nights and end-
less worry that goes with this responsi-
bility. This is the first visit to Cumberwill 
for the greenkeepers tour and I can rec-
ommend it as an excellent course, well 
worth a visit. As the members say all 
they need to do is sack the Course 
Manager and it could be one of the best 
around. 
Marc Haring 

South Coast 
It is with regret that I have to inform 
you that Bill Young has passed away. 
He was 84 years old. Bill was Arlesford 
Golf Club, his links with the club go 
back to the 1920s. He started off as a 
caddie and then became a member of 
the club, he was later made club Cap-
tain. Bill was also the Head Green-
keeper/Professional, he was an active 
member of BIGGA and was a founder 
member of the South Coast Section. He 
was made a life member when he 
retired, he retired from greenkeeping in 
1997, quite an achievement for one 
man, our sincere condolences go to 
Bill's son Barry and all his family at this 
sad time. 

Jeff Drake, our Secretary, is organis-
ing a trip to the London Golf Club on 
November 6. You may remember that 
Joe Paulin from the London Golf Club 
gave a talk at our spring seminar at 
Sparsholt college early on in the year. 
Joe invites the South Coast Section to a 
day at his club to see the complex first 
hand. This has got to be a must to see 
how a top class golf complex operates. 
Will all those wishing to make the trip 
let Jeff know as soon as possible, he 
can then make arrangements for the 
coach and pick up points, Jeff can be 
contacted on 01722 503938. 

We do not know the price of the 
coach yet, however there is a strong 
possibility that the trip will be spon-
sored. For those of you who have not 

entered, your names for the Summer 
Tournament and Bramshow GC, there 
is still time if you are quick. All entries 
complete with current handicaps of 
yourself and your partner to:- Tony 
Gadd, Cherry Trees, Lymington Road, 
Milford on Sea, Hants. S041 OQL. Tel: 
01590 643746. At the time of going to 
press we still have not got the price for 
the tournament. By the time this report 
gets to the magazine Tony will be able 
to let you know the cost, all entries are 
to be with Tony by first post July 28. 
Ken Lodge 

South Wales 
The results of the recently contested 
Hayter Qualifier and Spring Tournament 
held at Kington GC in Herefordshire 
were; Best nett and winner of the 
Cardiff Cup was Richard Patterson with 
a 63. Best gross and winner of the 
Brown's Shield was David Gladwin with 
a 63. Winner of the John O'Gorman 
Cup was Maesteg's David Jenkins with 
a 71. Despite the poor attendance an 
excellent day was had by all. The 
course was in excellent order and the 
quote that I was given was "the greens 
were superb" so congratulations to 
Course Manager, Ian Gough, and his 
team for their efforts. My personal 
thanks to Mike Jones who ran the day 
on my behalf as I was unable to attend. 
Thanks also the the Kington Golf Club 
for making us so welcome and allowing 
us the courtesy of their super hillside 
course. 

Qualifiers for the Hayter Regional 
finals at the Burnham and Berrow GC 
on June 11 are:- Cat 1; Mike Jones, 
Daryl Bray, Andy Roach, Jamie Probert, 
Vince Nortltey. Cat 2; Dave Gladwin, 
Rob Frater, Andy Hatcher, Andy Cosh, 
Peter Edwards. Cat 3; Ian Gough, 
Richard Patterson, David Jenkins, 
Gareth Evans, David Ward. Good luck 
for the event, bring back the winning 
team shield, please! 

Shortly we will be organising the 
forthcoming winter evening lecture pro-
gramme, if anyone has any recommen-
dations or requests then please contact 
myself or Education Chairman Malcolm 
Davies as soon as possible, so that we 
can include in this series of lectures. I 
hope that you have already booked 
your place on one of this year's super-
visory or management courses. 
"Essential Supervisory Management 
Skills for Greenkeepers" is to be held at 
the Marriott Hotel in Swansea on 
Wednesday and Thursday 6 & 7 of 
November later this year. The cost will 
be only £50 for BIGGA members, inclu-
sive of all tuition, meals and accommo-
dation. This is the first course to be 
held in South Wales, so please support 
it and ensure that it is not the last! 

The Pencoed College Open Day is to 
be held at the college in Bridgend on 
Saturday June 28 for 2pm until 6pm. 
Please come along and say hello to 
your committee members who will be 
manning a BIGGA stand and will be 
only to pleased to answer any queries 
that you may have. Have a browse 
around the college and visit the all new 

lecture theatre and conference com-
plex. Bring the family, walk the farm-
yard and see the animals. A worthwhile 
day out. Please support it and us! 

If you could be interested in attend-
ing a one day pesticide update course, 
please let me know. It is possible, if 
there are enough interested parties, that 
we may run the above course in the not 
too distant future. The course would be 
available to twelve people and would 
provide information on the changes in 
law, new legislation, pesticide labelling, 
calibration and application techniques. 
The cost would be in the region of £40 
per person. 

Congratulations are in order for Mr 
and Mrs Huw Morgan for they were 
blessed recently with the arrival of 
Thomas Jack weighing in at 9lb 2oz. 
Well done, another budding green-
keeper, possibly? 

Lastly, if anybody has not received 
their 1997 fixture card then please let 
me know. This years fixture card spon-
sored by "Power Cut" John Deere deal-
ers of Carmarthen has been sent out, 
(better late than never) but if for any 
reason your card has failed to appear, 
then let me know! 
Peter Lacey 

Hayter Regional Qualifier 
- South West & South Wales 
Region 
What a superb venue! The course is 
second to none and nothing but com-
pliments were heard all day. Congratu-
lation go, of course, to Jock Millar and 
his team for the splendid condition of 
their course. The welcome and facilities 
provided in the clubhouse were won-
derful and the catering magnificent. 

The night before the competition 
there was torrential rain which looked 
as if it would never stop. However, I 
told everyone that I do not run wet golf 
competitions - I always order sun-
shine! Low and behold, Wednesday 
morning dawned bright and sunny - if 
anything a little too hot - and there was 
not enough wind even to fly the BIGGA 
flag! - we had to bin it onto the back of 
a bench!! Gordon & Marion Child were 
in charge of the starting and everyone 
went off spot on time. We were hon-
oured to have the Chairman, Pat Mur-
phy with us and also Scott MacCallum 
from HQ. Kim Macfie from Hayter 
attended with Robin Boyse and Peter 
Hampton and Kim kindly presented the 
prizes which Hayter donated - rather 
splendid hip flasks which I am sure will 
be treasured. Gwillim Kellows and BS 
Motors kindly provided a half way 
house, which was greatly appreciated. 

Results:- C a t 1 - 1 . R . Daly (D & C) 
65; 2. L. Millar (S. Coast) 69; 3. D. Bray 
(D&C) 74; Res. C. Bland 74. Cat 2 - 1 . 
A. Knight (S.West) 71; 2. P. Wentworth 
(S. Coast) 73; 3. M. Porrish (D & C) 73; 
Res. A. Cosh (S. Wales) 73. Cat 3 - 1 . 
A. James (D &C) 68; 2. J. Cooper (S. 
West) 76; 3. A. Rideout (S. Coast) 77; 
Res. J. Braithwaite (S. West) 77. 

All in all it was a great day. Good luck 
to the qualifiers in the final. 
Paula Humphries 

Around the Green 


