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• The next edit ion of 
Greenkeeper International 
should be with you by 
January 7. 

Have a 
Merry 

Christmas! 
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Contents 
A night at the 
'Oscars' 
Most industries have their 
own night of nights - and 
BIGGA is no exception. And 
for the first time, our very 
own 'Oscars' take the form 
of 'The Toros', with the presentation of two major awards for 
excellence and achievement Pages 38-42 

In at the deep end 
Graham Chambers, Course Manager at Longhirst Hall Golf 
Course, Morpeth, came to his job from outside the industry. 
Graham explains how he has coped Pages 16-17 

BTME 98... we're nearly there 
After a year of preparation, Harrogate week is now only days 
away. We look ahead to what's coming up and announce the 
star names booked for the banquet Pages 18-26 

Spreading the word 
Hugh Tilley looks at several distinct types of fertiliser spreader 
and talks to the people most qualified to pass judgement on 
them - working greenkeepers Pages 43-44 

International 

Regular features 
News The double triumphs at Hankley Common Golf Club... a new Internet 
site... Jacobsen's parent company to buy Ransomes... a greenkeeping stalwart 
is set to retire... all the news from our world Pages 5, 7, 9,10,11 
Education Ken Richardson looks back on a hectic year for greenkeeper educa-
tion and makes some important announcements regarding workshop bookings 
and change of date for one of the top speakers Page 14 
Letters The agonies of temporary greens... an outstanding management train-
ing course... a big thank you from Denmark - it's the page you write Page 15 

Cover 
Ian McMillan and Steven Nixon, winners 
of'The Toros' 1997 
Photographic montage by Tim Moat 

mj I £50 CASH IN OUR 
BUYER'S GUIDE 
COMPETITION: 
TURN TO PAGE 45 

BTME! 
\ i The Nu«**!!^^ / 

V s e 0 ° 

Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund 
The Fund provides the key to the future for greenkeeper, golf club 
and game. Individuals and companies can join the Golden Key Circle Y / ^ ^ ^ 
and Silver Key Circle. For details, contact BIGGA on 01347 838581. 

G O L D E N K E Y C I R C L E C O M P A N Y M E M B E R S : 
• Amazone Ground Care • Bailey's of Norfolk • Barenbrug • Hardi Ltd 
• Hayter Ltd • Jacobsen E-Z-Go Textron • John Deere Ltd • Kubota UK Ltd 
• Levington Horticulture Ltd • Miracle Professional • Mommersteeg 
International • Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd • PGA European Tour • Ransomes 
• Rhone Poulenc Amenity • Rigby Taylor Ltd • Ritefeed 
• Supaturf Products Ltd • The Toro Company • Watermation 

S I L V E R K E Y C I R C L E C O M P A N Y M E M B E R S : 
• Avoncrop Amenity Products • Fenchurch Insurance Brokers Ltd • Hepworth 
Minerals & Chemicals Ltd • H Pattisson & Co Ltd • Rolawn Ltd • Sisis Equipment Ltd 

BIGGA 
GOLDEN KEY 
and SILVER KEY 
CIRCLES 

The countdown continues in earnest to BTME 98 - for booking details call Amanda Mayo on 01347 838581 

FREE READER 
REPLY SER-
VICE 
Use the post-
paid Reader 
Reply Card 
facing Page 2 for 
further 
information on the 
products and 
services advertised 
in this issue. Just state the 
companies' Ad Ref numbers, 
post the card to us and we'll 
arrange for further information to 
be sent to you direct. 

ADVERTISERS' INDEX 
a quick reference guide 

Ad Ref Page 
MJ Abbott 296 54 
ADAS 289 37 
Agricultural Research 570 12 
Agriland 84 15 
Amenity Technology 431 56 
Charterhouse 130 30-31 
Course Care 524 27 
JD Greasley 461 10 
Green Releaf 563 20 
Hardi 25 9 
Hayter 90 19 
Irrigation Control 541 26 
Kawasaki 544 12 
Lely 61 6, 

24-25 
Levington 102 29 
Links Leisure 8 12 
Marlwood 501 8 
OCMIS 360 27 
Ransomes 9 2 
Ritefeed 212 7,34, 

35 
C&P Soilcare 46 8,11 
Supaturf 164 5 
Vitax 139 37 
CW Winnet 569 8 
Buyers' Guide • 45-49 
Classified • 50 
Job Shop • 50 
Recruitment • 51-53 

A D V E R T I S I N G W O R K S 
IN G R E E N K E E P E R 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L : 

^ ^ Greenkeeper 
B B International continues 
^ ^ to be very important in 
Toro's media strategy because 
it has proven to be the most 
effective way to reach 
a large and important 
section of our customer 
base 

- PETER MANSFIELD, 
General Manager, Turf Product*, 
Lely (UK) Ltd, UK distributor, 
Toro Commercial Products 

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL: 
James McEvoy, Amanda Mayo 
or Jenny Panton at BIGGA HQ 
on 01347 838581. 
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