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Even the most Stubborn turf weeds won’t
see new SPEARHEAD coming.

Containing new chemistry, SPEARHEAD is a
selective herbicide with the power to strike
from out of the blue in any sporis. or
amenity turf situation

SPEARHEAD sets new levels of excellence,
and conftrols not only the more common

e’ RHONE-POULENC

weeds of turf, but also the problem weeds
such as Slender Speedwell and the Clovers.

With its approval for use on grasses as
Spearhead young as two months, low rates of use and

X clearance for knapsack application, now is

the time to select SPEARHEAD - the
ultimate all round weapon in the war
against turf weeds.

Spearhead. The ultimate all rounder on turf.
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Greenkeeper
International continues
to be a very important
in media strategy

it has proven to be the
* most gffective way to reach an

P important section of
™ our gustomer base ”
-:’élﬁa MANSFIELD,
G‘ al Manager, Turf
Products, Lely (UK) Ltd, UK distributor
Toro Commercial Products
FOR HORE DETAILS CALL:
M A da Mayo
or Jenny Panton at BIGGA HGQ
on 01347 838581.
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Aslseeit...

BY PAT MURPHY
BIGGA CHAIRMAN

M oving into July my
schedule was as

hectic, but no less

Presenting
a definitive

A-Z of our
industry...

don’t get much free time but

occasionally, when I do, I
doodle and compile lists and
play with words. What am I
doing... I'm revealing to all
you readers what a sad anorak
I am! Let’s start again.

I don’t get much free time in
my hectic devil may care
lifestyle but occasionally;
between rock climbing, hitting
the clubs and mixing with
celebrities, I unwind by
compiling the odd list. The
latest is an A-Z of
greenkeeping. See what you
think and if you can do better, V: Valderamma. The stunning
and I'm sure you can, I'd be venue for next month’s Ryder
delighted to publish it. Cup.

A: Armchair. From where W: Water. Wettest June on
most members pick up their record but still not enough of
appreciation of US golf the stuff.

courses and demand that all X: Xylophone. A musical
British courses should look the  instrument and one of only six
same. words in the Pocket Oxford

B: Bar. The informal Dictionary beginning with “X”.
information exchange which Y: Yard. Imperial measure
works best for many most UK courses are currently
greenkeepers. measured in until the EC get
C: Committees. The guiding hold of the subject.

light for so many Z: Zigzag. The intricate
greenkeepers. pattern which can be woven
D: Divots. Always there, or into the green particularly
soon to be there, to scar the after a particularly late night —
most perfect of fairway. see “Bar”.

E: Experts. The world is full of
them and a rare few are the
genuine article.

F: Fusarium. Life would
become boring without it.

G: Greenkeeping. Says it all.
H: Harrogate. A Mecca for
greenkeepers.

enjoyable, as ever. In
fact,some of my
experiences this month
I'll treasure for the rest
of my life.

After a productive
board meeting at
Aldwark Manor |
headed to The Belfry
as a guest of
RiteFeed, one of the
Association’s Golden
Key sponsors. It
gave me the
opportunity of
seeing the excellent
new PGA National course and
meet up with Derek Ganning and his team. The greens on the
new course were absolutely brilliant.

I'd like to thank John Walker and Richard Lawrence for their
hospitality, part of which | was able to repay by acting as a
courier and taking soil samples from The Belfry back to the
STRI on my way home.

The final Hayter Regional Final at Matfen Hall ended the jinx
Kim Macfie and | had endured at the two previous finals which
had to be restricted to nine holes because of the rain. | played
another 10 holes and can say that my golf is improving and will
continue to so long as Kim keeps providing the golf balls.

| travelled to The Open on the Tuesday and was privileged,
along with Kim Macfie, to be a guest of the Editor at the Golf
Writers’ Dinner.’It was a superb occasion attended by, among
others, Ernie Els, Tom Lehman and Tom Kite, with speeches by
five times Open Champion Peter Thomson and Colin
Montgomerie. | was honoured to meet Colin and his wife before
the dinner as they are friends of Kim’s, while | also bumped
into Jaime Ortiz-Patino, owner of Valderrama whom I'd met at
the GCSAA Show in February.

It was a superb week. The highlights were meeting Viscount
Whitelaw and his wife in the BIGGA marquee where Bob
Lupton, Gordon Child and Elliott Small were presented with
watches to mark their retirals from the role of Regional
Administrator. | also met members and non-members from as

o g far afield as Sweden, America and Australia, while | certainly
MacCallum impressed Scottish Chairman, Sam Morrison, with the news
Editor that I'd given up smoking.

My big moment came, however, when | had a picture taken,
with the Support team, crouching next to Justin Leonard, the
new Open Champion. | congratulated him on his victory and he

Highlight of the year for many.
O: Open Championship.
Highlight of the year for many.
P: Poa Annua. A regular and
unwelcome visitor.

Q: Queue. Often seen at the
bar at BTME.

R: Richard Barker. He would
be upset if he didn’t get a
mention.

S: Sections. 26 of them, in
five regions, make up BIGGA.
T: Turfgrass. For good
foundations.

U: Uranium. Makes you light
up at night.

I: Irrigation. Is there any club
still out there without some
form of irrigation?

J: January. It must be BTME!
K: Ken Richardson. Your
beloved Education Officer.

L: Learning. Greenkeepers
never stop — see above.

M: Machinery. Where huge
advances have been made.
N: National

4
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held up the famous claret jug and said to me, “Get your hands
on that.”

I’d like to thank all the staff and members of the Association
who made The Open the success that it was.

| got back to the work on the Monday afternoon and had all
Tuesday at the club before travelling to Cornwall for a meeting.
It involved getting up at 4.30am to
catch a train in Leeds and not
getting home before 10.35pm.

All in a month’s work.




Famous connections
bring benefit to club

Tim Lower from Eastbourne was
glued to the television during the
Open Championship at Royal
Troon. The 29 year-old Head
Greenkeeper at Battle Golf Club
in East Sussex had a special inter-
est in three times Open Cham-
pion Jack Nicklaus.

Tim’s family connections led to
Battle Golf Club receiving a
signed photograph of one of the
greatest golfers of all time when
the new nine-hole golf course
opened for play at Netherfield
Hill, just two miles from the his-
toric town of Battle.

“It was my mother’s idea. She
was so chuffed when she heard
that I had been appointed the
greenkeeper at Battle that she
organised the picture with a per-
sonal message from Jack Nicklaus
through my step-father,” says Tim
proudly about his mother Mar-
jorie.

His mother’s first husband was
Ken Bowden who lives in America
and has a long association with
Jack Nicklaus having worked
with him for more than 30 years
writing teaching books with the
player.

Barking up
the right tree

Eamonn Wall & Co is co-
promoting a one-day seminar
on “Trees in a Golfing
Landscape” with the Mersey
and Red Rose Community
Forests.

The seminar will take place
on September 10 at Blundells
Hill GC, St Helens. Topics
covered will include
constraints on planting on a
golf course, golf strategy and
the roles trees can plan,
principles of golf course
design and the benefits of
trees, successful tree
establishment, the need to
manage woodlands and the
grants available for new
planting.

For further details contact
Paul Nolan, The Mersey
Forest. Tel: 01925 816217.

A similar event is being
held at Addington Palace GC
on September 29. Further
information on this seminar
can be obtained from
Lawrence Dennis-Smither
Tel: 0181 654 3061.

Toro relocates an
iINnternational site
to Bournemouth

The Toro Company has relocated
its international commercial
department — previously based in
Oevel, Belgium - to its UK office
in Bournemouth, in a move
which sees the UK become Toro’s
European headquarters for sales
and marketing of professional
turf maintenance equipment and
irrigation systems, as well as con-
sumer division products sold
under the Wheel Horse banner.

Toro’s European Sales Manager
Bob Buckingham, with colleagues
Christian Grisard Van Roey and
Charles Gregory, have transferred
to the UK office.

Bob Buckingham said: “Toro
has relocated its European Sales
HQ to the UK office in recogni-
tion of the demand here for our
products in both the golf and
non-golf industries. This office is
now the centre of our sales opera-
tions in Europe for all three

aspects of our business — turf
equipment, irrigation systems and
Toro, Wheel Horse and Lawn-Boy
consumer-products.

“We strongly believe in having
our own personnel based locally
in the markets we serve,” he
added, “therefore we will retain
sub-offices in Spain, Italy, France,
Germany, Belgium and Holland.”

Details of the office are The
Toro Company, Homelife House,
26-32 Oxford Road, Bourne-
mouth BH8 8EZ. Tel: 01202
209281, Fax: 01202 291918.

Appointment for
Martin Brothers

Martin  Brothers (UK) has
appointed Tim Edwards, formerly
of Tarmac Top Sport, as Regional
Sales Manager for South Wales
and the Midlands.

FLYING DIVOTS

M Douglas Bell
joins BIGGA
next month as
the part time
Regional
Administrator
for the
Northern Region.

A face known to a number
of members as Douglas joins
the Association direct from
his post as
Secretary/Manager at West
Lancashire Golf Club which
hosted the final of the Hayter
Challenge in ‘95 and the
inaugural Hayter International
Cup between the Rest of the
World and the Americas last
year.

Douglas has been at West
Lancs for 13 years having
previously spent six years at
Secretary/Manager at
Woolton GC in south
Liverpool.

Prior to that he worked in
the finance department of
Runcorn Development
Corporation and the City
Treasury in Liverpool.

A Liverpool man, and fan, he
was born in West Derby and
among his interests is football.
As well as formerly being a
referee at local level he has
been the Honorary Financial
Secretary to the Liverpool
County Football Association
for the last 24 years.

“I have a great many
friends in golf and in my new
role | am looking forward to
meeting up with them and
making new friends
through BIGGA,”" said
Douglas.

He takes over the reigns in
the Northern Region from
Bob Lupton.

B Amenity Land Services
Ltd, is hosting two open days
this month. Tuesday 12 and
Wednesday 13 of August will
be Open House for the
Telford based company. All
aspects of turf production
and maintenance will be on
display including ALS’ own"
Contracts Division which will
be demonstrating spraying,
vertidraining and
overseeding on the turf
fields. Also in attendance will
be Rhone Poulenc, Sharpes
International, Chemlock
Environmental, Scotts UK
Ltd, Vitax, Bathgate Sand
and Top Dressing, Hall
Market Harvesters and
Amenity Technology. To book
your place contact Duncan
Burton Tel: 01952 641949,
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RAINRBIRD, co. voveamon

Rain Bird irrigation products conserve water.

Resources for a greener futur.

Central control systems
Impact and

gear-drive rotors
Valves

Reliable products
and technical service
all over the word.

M” : EIRD@ Conserving Nature's Resources Since 1933™

Rain Bird U.K. office: Tel. ; 1273 891 326




Students sample the
European dimension

The demand for a greater knowl-
edge of the European dimension,
as part of the national diploma
course, was met recently when
students from Reaseheath College
visited Holland, courtesy of Mom-
mersteeg Intemational.

The five-day study tour was led
by Phil Davies, Mommersteeg’s
Amenity Product Manager. The
visit provided students with a
comprehensive insight into the
demands on Dutch grass breed-
ers, turf producers, local author-
ity and parks groundsmen,
football stadium groundsmen and
golf greenkeepers.

First stop on the tour was a
visit to Mommersteeg Interna-
tional’s headquarters at Vlijmen
to learn, from John Verhoeven,
Product Manager and Jos Deck-
ers, Area Manager for Europe and
South America, about the breed-
ing, trialling and testing of

Go-ahead for centre

A new training centre and extra office accommo-
dation is to be built for John Deere Limited's UK
headquarters in Langar, near Nottingham, at a

total cost of £2.5 million.

The training centre will replace the company’s
existing facilities at nearby Bingham, which were
established 16 years ago. John Deere Limited is
the UK and Irish arm of the world’s largest manu-
facturer of agricultural and groundscare machin-
ery, and commenced trading at Langar in 1966.

The first sod at the new site was turned, and a
commemorative tree planted, by Doug Walker at
a special ceremony held at Langar in June.

Doug was closely involved with the establish-
ment of John Deere Limited in the UK in the mid-
1960s, becoming Managing Director in 1968. He

grasses and seed production for
the European market. Students
had the opportunity to take a
close look at a specially-con-
structed par three golf hole, which
has been sown with a variety of
Mommersteeg mixtures as part of

Students at the Efteling Golf Park at Kaatsheuvel

its comprehensive trials work.

For Jos Deckers the shudents
were an impressive group. “The
professionalism shown by the stu-
dents from Reaseheath is very
encouraging for the future of
greenkeeping.”

was succeeded on his retirement by the current
managing director, Alec McKee, in February 1993.

Success in Scottish Championships

Over 70 players took part in this
year’s Scottish Championships on
another beautiful day at Craigmil-
lar Park in Edinburgh.

We had an excellent day, the
course was in excellent condition
thanks to Stephen Sinclair and his
merry men, the catering and bar
staff were most solicitous in look-
ing after the inner man and the
club were most welcoming. What
more could we ask for? Well the
Vice Captain Ronnie Galbraith
kindly presented the prizes and
Tom Lawson, the Secretary, could
not have been more helpful and
even found time to play as one of
our guests. So all we needed was
some good golf and we certainly
got that. I think the prize list speaks

for itself, suffice to say the handicap
secretaries need to have their pen-
cils sharpened after this lot.

Best Scratch — Scottish Cham-
pion; S. Taylor, Killermont, 64;
Best Nett — G. Shearer, Balmore,
76-20-56; Best Head Greenkeeper
— S. Sinclair, Craigmillar Park, 79-
12-67; Best Assistant — G. Tough,
Carnoustie, 67-scr-67; Best
Apprentice — S. Farish, Powfoot,
75-6-69; Best Veteran — E. Small,
Tulliallan, 76-8-68. 1st Class — 1.
R. Hensby, Tulliallan, 72-9-63; 2.
S. Greenwood, North Berwick,
76-8-68; 3. J. Urghuart, Tain, 71-
2-69. 2nd Class — 1. R. Thomp-
son, Peebles, 80-13-67; 2. C.
Wallace, Wishaw, 83-15-68; 3. D.
Roy, Linlithgow, 82-13-69. 3rd

Class 1. M. Carey, Balmore, 82-
22-60; 2. A. Russell, Torphin Hill,
87-18-69; 3. J. Nisbet, Peebles,
90-21-69. Patrons’ Prize - R.

Heathland
plants and
wildlife on
forum’s
agenda

Heathland conservation on
golf courses is one of the
topics to be examined in the
Annual Heathland Forum
this year, organised by the
Staffordshire and West
Midlands Heathland
Partnership.

A number of courses in
this area either have, or have
the potential to support, a
variety of heathland plants
and associated wildlife.
Modern course management
recognises the value in
incorporating the needs of
wildlife into’ the maintenance
programme for golf.

The Annual Heathland
Forum will be held on
Wednesday 13 August, 1997
at Beau Desert Cannock,
Staffordshire, starting at
9.30am. Numbers are
restricted, so interested
parties should contact Sue
Sheppard on (01785) 277256
at the earliest opportunity.

Promotion

Robert Brewer, Course
Manager at St Mellion since
September 1995, has been
promoted to Course
Manager/Director of Golf.
Robert, who previously
worked at Sunningdale
under Jack McMillan and
spent five years at Dukes
Dene, will be in charge of a
pro shop, four professionals
and shop assistants. He will
continue to look after 18
greenstaff, two courses, four
tennis courts and a bowling
green.

Auld, Scottish ~ Grass
Machinery, 90-22-68;
Guests Prize — T. Lawson,
Secretary-Craigmillar, 75-
6-69. Team Prize — West
Section.

I must finish with a
word of thanks once again
to the patrons of the Scot-
tish Region for all their
marvellous support both
for this tournament and all
the other events held each
year in the Region and
Sections.

Elliott Small

“ By using Primer 604
now for the second year,

benefited from it. We

problems here since we
started on our Primer 604

programme. ”

PRINER 7

Primer 804 is manutactured in England by

Supaturf Products Lid under icerse fomthe | REF

Corporation of Americe.
Tel: 01455 234677
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| feel the whole course has

have not had any dry patch
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Cambridgeshire College of
Agriculture and Horticulture

Courses in
Greenkeeping and Sports Turf
Management for NVQ Levels 2 and
3 commencing in late September

GTC approved for the Craftsman
Certificate

For further details contact:
Martin Crimmins at
Gambridgeshire College of
Agriculture and Horticulture,
Milton Centre, Landbeach Road,
Milton, Cambridge CB4 6DB

Tel: 01223 860701

AD
REF
473

TIRED OF SPREADING BY HAND,
OR WET MATERIAL STICKING IN
A TIRED MACHINE?

Call Ultra Plant for a demonstration of the
Ultra Spreader.

Used on Murrayfield, Lansdown Road, Cardiff
Arms Park and most major contractors in the UK

Tel: 01868 747582

35b Farlough Road, Newmills, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone,
N. Ireland BT71 4DU

Mower
Accessories Ltd

65 FORNCETT STREET, SHEFFIELD S4 7QG

Manufacturers of lawnmower blades
and cutting cylinders

Suppliers of lawnmower spares and
accessories

FOR ALL YOUR BLADES AND
SPARES PHONE (0114) 2765825
FAX: (0114) 2765855

See us on Stand H10/11 at SALTEX

AD
REF
36

C.M.W. Equipment Co.

L1000

Congratulations to John Roots, Mid Kent Golf Club -
winner of the £1000 holiday voucher
Runners up, winning CMW polo shirts, are:
Gavin Kyle, Sutton Green Golf Club
Andy Colquhoun, Carluke Golf Club
John Davidson, Gaton Manor Golf Club
James Shelliker, Ingol Golf Club
Mike Symons, Manor House Hotel Golf Course
Martin Roberts, Camberley Heath Golf Club

Look out for the next C.M.W. competition

C.M.W. EQUIPMENT CO.
3 Priors Way, Coggleshall, Essex
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Big-hearted golf club rewarded with mower Impressive

S -based golf club, Pen- .
n‘e’\vr?:lr,ls:;:s talf: 19‘892 pr?zl:e winn:r ||ne_u p for
seminar

in the annual Golf Foundation/
Kubota Prize Draw which took

This year’s Midland Region
seminar will be held at

place at Wentworth earlier this
Northampton Rugby Club on

year.
Wednesday November 19.

The prize, an 18hp Kubota
front mounted ride-on mower

Speakers are Jack McMillan
- Golf Course Management

worth over £8000, was presented

to the Club’s Captain and Vice-

Captain on Wednesday 22 April
Consultant: “Progressive
Greenkeeping”; George
Brown - Golf Course & Estate

at Kubota’s dealership Celtic
Manager Turnberry Hotel;

Mowers.
Pennard was one of 129 golf
Andrew Laurence — BIGGA
Insurance Broker: “Members

clubs which qualified for the Kub-

ota prize draw by donating £250

or more to the Golf Foundation’s

annual fund raising appeal. Insurance Cover Explained”;

Pledging support again for the Peter Jones — Golf Course

1997 draw which will take place Consultant: “Budgeting for
Greenkeeping”; Noel Green —
Runner-up Toro Student of

Year 1996: “My Last Year’s

in early 1998, Kubota’s Marketing
Experiences”; Mike Wadley —

Manager, Stuart Ellis said: “Kub-
ota has been supporting the valu-
able work of the Golf Foundation

now for many years and is :“°"' '°:= D:':": 'l‘::zo":; ?::“"‘r ”"':.‘:i‘ ‘“:(3'9' ::'“i"’ Dixon, °°"| Sec. Northamptonshire
. . oundation e ni represen ve; m Vis, owner, Celtic .
delighted .sponsorshlp of the Niararers Lt Mansicll: Walholn Nogiianl Suies Dinager Haverivy Hotes: Gl Slounty quf Qlub.
event continues to help raise  poundation and Ladies Welsh Golf Union representative and Peter H Jones, Communication — Between
funds for the charity.” Captain, P d GC (seated on ) Committee and Green Staff”;

Danny Godfrey — Boughton
Loam Ltd: “Breeding,

= =
Production and Selection of
Ontrackto | Principal thanks =i
. Head Groundsman
ra‘se CaSh Northampton RFC
- reat teamwork e
for Charlty g Rugby Ground”; Roland
Taylor — Grassblades
British Seed Houses Sales Anthony Fox OBE, Myerscough College’s Principal, retires at the end of Marketing: “The Merits of a

Manager, Simon Taylor is set August. Mechanic on the
to go ‘state side’ running His time at the College has included periods as a student, lecturer, Greenkeeping Staff”.
this year’'s New York Farms Director and Vice Principal, until the appointment as Principal in Application forms will be
Marathon in a bid to raise 1985. Under his leadership the College has grown to become one of sent out to Midland Region
£2,000 for Help the Aged. the nation’s leading centres of excellence in agricultural and horticul- Members this month. If you
Simon, 34, who is based at tural education. don’t receive an application
British Seed Houses amenity One of Mr Fox’s major successes has been in co-ordinating the form contact Peter Larter Tel
division in Warrington, has planned development of the College onto a single site at Bilsborrow. No/Fax: 01480 437507.
just started a six month This will be fulfilled during
training programme for the 1998, giving students access to a
26 mile race, which will take comprehensive range of educa-
place on November 2 with a tional resources covering 14 sub- (mls)advcnturcs of Gordon the Greenkeeper
field of more than 35,000 ject areas. He states: “I am proud
competitors. He hopes to fin- of my achievements and I am
ish in around three hours. proud of the staff that have
No stranger to gruelling helped make this happen. It has
events, Simon last year took been great teamwork.”
part in the London Although retiring, Mr Fox is
marathon, raising over not leaving the area. He will con-
£1,600 for a local hospice. tinue to be involved in the local
“Running in New York will community and the wider sphere
be a great experience, even of land-based education.
though in November it can Myerscough College’s new
get very cold!” said Simon. Principal is Professor John
“I'm working hard to get as Moverley, Head of the School of
many sponsors as | can Agriculture and Horticulture at

before | go, but of course | De Montfort University since
could always do with more. 1988.

In conflict with your Head Greenkeeper?

I’'m hoping companies within Professor Moverley, like Mr

the amenity grass industry Fox, is a well respected figure in — GA |

will be kind enough to sup- the land-based industries. The LE L HE INE can advise you

port me.” He commented, “I see terrific Greenkeeper Members call the LEGAL HELPLINE
Anyone wishing to spon- potential here at Myerscough. for FREE advice: 0990 234500

sor Simon should contact The College has an excellent rep-

him at British Seed Houses: utation already and I am looking v';mmmg

telephone 01925 654411. forward to getting myself estab- »

lished in the county.”
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Finalists prepare
for the big finish

With the completion of the
three remaining Regional
Finals the final field for the 1997

Hayter Challenge has been
assembled.

The Midland Regional Final of
the 1997 Hayter Challenge Com-
petition was held at The War-
wickshire Golf Club in atrocious
weather on June 26. The staff at
the Warwickshire did a tremen-
dous job in keeping the course
open, and the Region is grateful
for the opportunity to play and
for the excellent service provided
by all departments. However,
despite all of their efforts the
weather did intervene and the
round had to be reduced to nine
holes. The conditions didn’t stop
many good scores being posted,
and a number of close countbacks
resulted.

The winning section prize was
taken by the Midland Section
with and aggregate score of 382,
with the Mid Anglia Section being
close runners-up on 386. The
individual winners and qualifiers

HAYTER
ChaLiEnGE

for the National Final at Ganton
Golf Club on September 17 and
18 were:

Catl. 1. Mike Hughes, Edgbas-
ton — net 35.5. 2. Tony Cheese,
Dartmouth — net 36. 3. Andrew
Duncan, Kettering — net 36.

Cat 2. 1. Julian Chesson, Three
Hammers — net 36.5. 2. Antony
Bindley, Kirby Muxloe — net 37.5.
3rd lan Needham, Beedles Lake —
net 38. (Unfortunately lan Need-
ham is unable to play in the Final
so Dean Jones of Gerrards Cross,
who was 4th with a net 38, will
take his place). Cat 3. I. Jason
Hatton, Brocket Hall — net 31. 2.
Mark Bindley, Kirby Muxloe — net
35.5. 3. Martin Jones, Bridgnorth
- net 36.5.

Peter Larter

South East Regional Final

The weather certainly gave the
region fair warning, on the
evening before the Finals, the

f RE

LINEMARKING PAINTSlRY

WHEN YOU BUY 6 CANS OF

PREMIERLINE LINEMARKING PAINT
WE WILL GIVEYOU 2 CANS

f REE

NB: This offer applies to orders

taken at Saltex ‘97

Please bring this ad
with you.

suppliers of quality Golf Course Furnishings since 1896

Pattisson House, Addison Road, Chesham, Bucks. HP5 2BD Fax: 01494 79 47 47

Pattisson
Established 1896

H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd

Sales Desk
01494-79 46 46
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Hayter's Kim Macfie, left, gl

Mike Hugh

on his performance with

Regional Chairman Antony Bindly looking on

town of Bognor Regis (about 7
miles away from Ham Manor Golf
Club), was closed due to flood-
ing. It was starting to look as the
Region’s good fortune in obtain-
ing such a course as Ham Manor
for the finals, together with its
magnificent clubhouse was going
to be wasted. The efforts of
George Barr and this staff work-
ing in atrocious weather condi-
tions to produce the course in
such pristine condition looked to
be of no avail. However the
morning of the 27th started dry
and it looked as if luck (and some
hard work very early in the morn-
ing with the squeegee) was with
us! As Ham Manor is situated in
the extreme south-western corner
of the Region it must have been a
relief for those finalist who had
travelled such a distance that
they were actually going to play.

The Competition started at
10am in the dry and it wasn’t
until the Chairman of the Associa-
tion Pat Murphy together with
Kim Macfie of Hayter’s arrived
that it started to rain. Perhaps it
was down to them as exactly the
same thing happened when they
attended the Midland Regional
Final the day before! The rain how-
ever got steadily heavier and with
some difficulty all players, includ-
ing Pat and Kim, managed to com-
plete nine holes before the play had
to be called off the for day.

Lunch was taken earlier than
planned after which Kim pre-
sented the winner, second and
third of each Handicap Category
with superb hip-flasks, as if going
to Ganton for the National Finals
was not reward enough!

Winners were:- 0-9 1. A. Shee-
han (Essex) 2. N. Gilham (Kent) 3.
D. Murdoch (Surrey); 10-18 1. L
Sutclifffe(Surrey) 2. R. Malt (Kent)
3. J. Selwood (Essex); 19-28 1. M.
Mison (East Anglia) 2. T Hind-
march (Kent) 3. B. Jackson (Kent).

It should be mentioned that
Martin Mison, playing off 28, sin-
gle putted six of the nine,
flooded, greens played to finish
with a net 29, a score that even
had those recording and checking
the results confused! If there had

been an award for “Gentleman of
the Day” it would have done to
Barry Speller, Adebridge. He and
I know why.

Derek Farrington

Northern Regional Final

Held at Matfen Hall GC in the
North East it was a long way to
travel for many of the Northern
Region members, particularly
those from North Wales, but was
well worth the effort for all who
had qualified.

Thanks to Jimmy Richardson
and his staff for presenting the
course so well and also the club-
house staff for making us so wel-
come. Thanks also to Hayter for
generously sponsoring this event.

The following qualified for the
final at Ganton in September
where they will defend the trophy
won last year at Formby.

Cat 1. Paul Pearce, David Norton
and Russell Lewis; Cat 2. Michael
Coultas, John Waite and David
Spurden and Cat 3. Paul Neve,
Richard Smith and Emyr Rowlands.

Well done - see you at Ganton!
Sara Lupton
M The teams already confirmed
were Scotland and the South
West and South Wales:

Scotland Cat 1. 1. D. Leith, St
Andrews, 73-1=72; 2. S. Taylor,
Killermont, 74-1=73; 3. D.
Wilson, Irvine Bogside, 81-8=73;
4. C. McKay, Elmwood, 79-6=73.
Cat 2. 1. A. Wilson, Kirkhill, 86-
14=72; 2. J. Johnston, Turnberry,
86-13=73; 3. A. Torrance, King
James, 86-11=75; 4. C.
Cumming, Fortrose, 87-12=75. Cat
3. G. Shearer, Balmore, 91-22=69;
2. S. Carmichael, Fincs GC, 92-
22=70; 3. D. Nelson, Brunston
Castle, 91-21-70; 4. A. Robertson,
Grangemouth, 91-20=71.

South West and South Wales
Cat1-1.R. Daly (D & C) 65; 2.
L. Millar (S. Coast) 69; 3. D. Bray
(D & C) 74. Cat 2 - 1. A. Knight
(S.West) 71; 2. R Wentworth (S.
Coast) 73; 3. M. Porrish (D & C)
73; Res. A. Cosh (S. Wales) 73.
Cat 3 - 1. A. James (D &C) 68; 2.
J. Cooper (S. West) 76; 3. A.
Rideout (S. Coast) 77; Res. J.
Braithwaite (S. West) 77.



The Jubilee Greenkeeping Centre under construction last year: Staff facilities and administration wing are laid out on two floors at the southern end of the building

t was a day for celebration

when the greenkeeping staff
looking after St Andrews’ Old,
New and Jubilee Courses moved
from their 40-year old sheds into
the new Jubilee greenkeeping
centre during the first week of
April 1997.

Fourteen months earlier, the
staff responsible for the Eden,
Strathtyrum and Balgove Courses
at St Andrews had said goodbye
to their colleagues prior to mov-
ing across the links to the new
£525,000 Eden greenkeeping
centre, described then as the best
facility in Europe.

While it continues to set a very
high standard, the Eden has been
joined on St Andrews Links by a
greenkeeping centre which can
claim to be the equal of any in
the world providing combined
greenkeeper  accommodation,
equipment storage and workshop
maintenance facilities.

Costing almost £885,000 for its
site works and construction, the
Jubilee sheds and associated
parking area and roadways, soil,
fuel and chemical stores and
wash bays cover almost 1.5 acres
(0.58 ha).

The main building comprises a

long span portal frame structure
measuring 220ft by 84ft (67m by
25.5m) and topped by a shallow
curved roof clad in double skin
insulated aluminium sheeting. By
combining a low eaves height, a
soft roofline and a light green
colour for the exterior of the
building, architect Fraser Smart
has minimised the sheer mass of
the construction which covers an
area of 21,268 sq ft (2,014 sq
metres).

Surrounded by high soil
embankments which have now
been seeded, the complex is
barely visible from the town and
the three courses it serves, min-
imising the effect on the natural
landscape and fulfilling the initial
requirements of the St Andrews
Links Trust.

Sheds heaven

Contained within the building
is 11,774 sq ft (1,115 sq m) of
storage for greenkeeping equip-
ment and buggies, a 6,463 sq ft
(612 sq m) staff, administration
and storage wing and a 3,031 sq
ft (287 sq m) workshop and
store.

Although work benches are
provided within the main part of
the building for use by green-
keepers for the setting up of cut-
ting units and other daily
maintenance, the workshop
within the Jubilee building is
equipped to carry out all of the
major service and repair work on
the tractors, mowers and other
course machinery used across the
whole of St Andrews Links.

Managed by George McLaren
with a team of three engineers,
the workshop is responsible also
for the irrigation equipment
installed on the single nine hole
and five 18 hole courses adminis-
tered by St Andrews Links Trust.

With 28 years experience
behind him, George knew exactly
what he needed in his new work-
shop and worked closely with the
architect on its internal design.
“Health and safety considerations
were a primary factor behind the

layout of the workshop,” he
explained. “The area is sufficient
to allow each engineer to have
his own portable hydraulic bench
for working on engines and
smaller items of equipment.
Although there is no wasted
space, there is no clutter either. If
a machine is waiting for a part
then we have the room to work
around it or park it in another
part of the building.”

Originally, the workshop was
planned around two hydraulic
lifts — a four poster for four-
wheeled vehicles and a Heftee
unit for the three-wheeled mow-
ers and Cushman turf mainte-
nance vehicles. Space
considerations and the discovery
of a 4 tonne scissor jack unit
capable of lifting all wheeled
machines apart from the digger
provided a valuable cost-saving
investment.

“In the past, we had to use axle
stands if we needed to get
beneath a tractor or mower,”
commented George. “The scissor
lift is proving a great piece of kit,
lifting to full standing height and
folding flush with the floor when
not in use.”

Apart from the main workshop,
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“The aim was to create a modern workshop incorporating a level of skills and facilities capable of
maintaining to a high standard all of the machines used on St Andrews’ five and a half golf courses’

m George and his team have sepa-
rate areas for machine cleaning,
cylinder grinding, welding and
parts storage. They also have
their own lockable store for
hydraulic fluids and special oils.
“If someone other than the work-
shop needs hydraulic fluid then it
means that the machine has a
leak and we need to know about
it,” pointed out George.

Two external covered washbays
are located adjacent to the rear
door of the workshop. One is con-
nected to a grass interceptor, the
other to an oil and diesel inter-
ceptor, providing totally separate
cleaning facilities to suit the
machine and its condition. There
is also an internal wash area
linked to the oil and diesel inter-
ceptor for cleaning engines and
related components.

The grinding room is located
behind a lockable internal door
and contains two machines — a
combination cylinder and bottom
blade grinder and a sole-purpose
bottom blade grinder. Although
quiet during the summer, this

The sci: lift can d

area will be in constant use dur-
ing the winter months restoring a
keen edge to the many greens,
tees and fairway mowers respon-
sible for maintaining the 99 holes
of golf and golf practice centre
laid out on the links at St
Andrews.

Gas, MIG and electric arc weld-
ing equipment are housed in a
separate bay adjacent to the main
workshop, together with an elec-
tric saw, pillar drill and hand and
pillar grinders.

. The
ArtiCUlator

@_“

INCREDIBLE FOR WHAT THEY DO

The outside cutting decks
handle changes in coutour
over 3 feet high.

Articulators from LasTec offering the highest
quality finish cut of any rotary mower at any price
* Precise length *

* Better grass distribution *

* Better wet grass cutting *

* Better lift « Less Compaction *

And of course, No Scalping

STRONGER * LIGHTER * TOUGHER « BETTER
EVEN BETTER FOR WHAT THEY ARE

Marlwood Limited

Court Lodge Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh
- Maidstone, Kent, ME15 OHQ, England.
o1 Tel: (01622) 728718 » Fax (01622) 728720

up to four tonnes

Having been able to design the
area literally from the ground up,
George was keen to include a
number of important elements
within the finished workshop.
These include ample electrical
sockets (10 double sockets at 3m
spacings) and compressed air
outlets (nine), good lighting (a
combination of sodium and tung-
sten elements), efficient ventila-
tion (four piped exhaust
extractors plus three wall fans)
and a floor-standing mobile
hydraulic crane.

The parts store is divided into
two sections — one for course
maintenance machinery, the other
for the irrigation equipment
looked after by George McLaren’s
assistant, irrigation engineer,
William Redpath. Within the two
stores are held sufficient parts for
all scheduled service require-
ments as well as emergency
replacement items to cope with
breakage or wear. The workshop
can also make up its own
hydraulic pipes and has pressure
test equipment for diesel fuel
injectors, radiators and hydraulic
circuits.

“The aim was to create a mod-
ern workshop incorporating a
level of skills and facilities capa-
ble of maintaining to a high stan-
dard all of the machines used on

St Andrews’ five and a half golf
courses,” pointed out George
McLaren. “We will call on the
dealer or manufacturer for spe-
cific training, advice or help but
the principal contact comes when
ordering parts for routine servic-
ing or repairs.”

The day to day operation of the
workshop and the machinery
passing through it relies on close
liaison between George and the
greenkeeping staff, with priority
being given to breakdowns or
urgent repairs. When a regular
service has been completed, a
sticker is placed on the machine
stating when the next service is
due. It is then the greenkeepers’
responsibility to let the workshop
know when the item is approach-
ing the designated service time.

Because each of the courses at
St Andrews has its own fleet of
machines, it is a relatively simple
matter to apportion the workshop
labour and parts costs for every
machine to its specific course. In
addition to enabling a close eye
to be kept on overall machinery
costs on each course, the comple-
tion of a log book for every major
piece of equipment ensures that
recurring problems or high run-
ning costs (and vice versa) are
noted and acted upon.

The improvement provided by
the new workshop over the previ-
ous facility is, says George, like
comparing day with night. He
particularly appreciates the high
level of security and the fact that
the two roller shutter doors can
be opened only from the inside of
the building. Initial entry to the
workshop is gained through a
personnel door leading from the
main machinery store — and that
door is located adjacent to his
office window from where
George can keep a close eye on
the daily comings and goings of
people and machines.

Separate wash bays are p

d for cl




he famous claret jug and a

nice big cheque may have
gone to new Open Champion,
Justin Leonard, but the green-
keepers who attended the Cham-
pionship, both from Royal Troon’s
own team and the BIGGA Green-
keeping Support Team were also
basking in glory at the end of the
week.

Billy McLachlan and his team
fully deserved the fulsome praise
which was heaped on the course
and its condition by everyone -
including the players who usually
are notoriously slow at giving
greenkeepers plaudits.

None more so than the new
Champion himself who spend a
sizable chunk of his Champion’s
speech praising the work of the
Royal Troon greenkeepers and
that of the Support Team.

The team itself was drawn
from 52 greenkeepers all over
Britain — from as far north as
Royal Dornoch and as far south
as St Enodoc on Cornwall — with
three from Sweden and two from
Augusta National.

The team assisted by Billy, Jim

||islm‘_\‘ of Bunker Data

St Andrews ('95)
(117 bunkers)

Devlin and the Royal Troon team
with post round divotting and
pre-round bunker raking while
each match was accompanied by
a member of the team to rake any
bunkers which were found during
the course of the round.

For the third consecutive year
the team produced the statistics
for the Great BIGGA Bunker
Competition run for the Media
during the week. Each day every

Lytham ('96)
(185 bunkers)

Royal Troon ('97)
{84 bunkers)

501 ...
B77 wee
.269 ...
27 ove

bunker which was found was
marked producing a daily total of
bunkers hit as well as a cumula-
tive figure. This provided some
excellent statistics for the press,
television and radio as well as the
race for the final prize. Each daily
winner received a bottle of
whisky while the overall winner
receives a Hayter Harrier 48 lawn
mower, worth over £600, kindly
donated by Kim Mcfie, Sales and

Marketing Director of Hayters.

The total of bunkers found over
the week was 859 and the person
who won the top prize was Sally
Abell, of the Coventry Evening
Telegraph, who estimated 857.
She will be presented with the
mower at a later date. Sally col-
lected the first of the daily prizes
and was joined for the other
three days by representatives of
the three biggest golf magazines,
Colin Callander, Editor of Golf
Monthly, Neil Pope, Editor of
Today'’s Golfer and Peter Masters,
Features Editor of Golf World.

The in-house competitition, run
for members of the Team, was
won by David Cuthbertson with
the daily prizes going to Jimmy
Neilson, Steve Mitchell, Billy Mer-
ritt and Steve Wenlock.

The members of the Support
Team were at their smartest dur-
ing the week as a result of wear-
ing shirts supplied by Lyle and
Scott, shoes supplied by Spald-
ings (Etonic) and waterproofs
supplied by Walrus. BIGGA would
like to thank those companies for
their support.
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# The Paul Broadhurst, Justin
Leonard, Wayne Riley match
interrupted a family on the 12th
hole. As the players stood on the
tee they could see the family
sitting in the middie of the
fairway about 30 yards in front of
the tee tucking into their lunch.
Riley called out: “Are we
disturbing you?" and apologised
for having to move them when
the three had played off.
Information supplied by Steve
Johnstone of the BIGGA
Greenkeeping Support Team.

# Darren Clarke was interrupted
by Mark James' ball running on
to the Sth green before he had
holed out. Darren wrote a note
and pinned it with a tee beside
Mark's ball. Content of the note is
not known but everyone
concerned had a laugh.
Information supplied by lain
MacLeod of the BIGGA
Greenkesping Support Team.

# lan Woosnam holed his bunker
shot at the 18th on day one and
promptly presented the ball to
the man who raked his bunkers —
Sam Morrison, Head
Greenkeeping at Royal Aberdeen
Golf Club and Chairman of the
Scottish Region of BIGGA.

¢ Wayne Riley hit a spectator on
the head at the 5th hole on the
second day and saw the ball
bounce into a bunker. Wayne
made par and a message was
sent to him at the 7th to say that
the spectator was OK.

Information supplied by Stig
Persson of the BIGGA
Greenkeeping Support Team.

# Mark Roe and his caddie Ronan McKeown was
couldn’t wait to finish their presented with the ball which won the
second round and ended up Championship by the new Champion
eating fish and chips walking Justin Leonard as he left the final green
down the 13th fairway.

Information suppled by Billy Meritt
of the BIGGA Greenkeeping
Support Team.

# The cut mark could have been
affected by the very last match.
American qualifier John
Kernohan, standing at three over
par on the 11th tee, saw his drive
heading out of bounds. He hita
provisional but Gavin Kyle of the
BIGGA Greenkeeping Support
Team had seen the original
bounce off the top of the wall and
remain in bounds and gota
message back to Kernohan. He
ended up dropping only one shot
and qualify on 4 over par and
those on six over missed out.
Information supplied by Gavin Kyle :
of the BIGGA Greenkeeping : Scottish Chairman Sam Morrison with Billy McLachan Head
Support Team. ] Yy 0 Greenkeeper at Royal Troon
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Top: Tiger Woods found more than his fair share of sand on
the final day, losing his chance to win but kept our man Andy
Sheehan busy

Above: Pat Murphy with Gordon Child, Bob Lupton and Elliott
Small who were presented with watches by BIGGA President
Viscount Whitelaw on their retirements from the roles of
Regional Administrators in the South West and South Wales,
Northern and Scottish Regions




# Tiger Woods hit a young child
with his tee shot from the 7th.
Tom Lehman, playing in the
match in front went into the
crowd to find out if the child was
OK.
Information supplied by David
Spurden of BIGGA’s Greenkeeping
Support Team.
4 The Duke of York walked a few
holes with Colin Montgomerie
and Mark McNuity's pairing as
well as that of Fred Couples and
Jesper Parmevik during the third
round.
Information supplied by Chris
Sheehan of BIGGA's Greenkeeping
Support Team.
# Peter Leonard struck a scorer
on the hand at the 15th hole and
the ball, which was heading
towards the rough, bounced onto
the approach. He then birdied the
hole, apologised and handed the
scorer £5.
Information supplied by Kneale
Diamond of BIGGA's Greenkeeping
Support Team,
+ Vijay Singh and his caddie
thought they had one of the
Championship heroes walking
with their match on the last day.
The caddie took one look at
Steve Johnstone, of the Support
team and yelled to his boss,
— “Look at that, we've got Darren
Clarke with us today!” Vijay
| turned round and said “Gee yes,
Soitis!"
Top right: John Berry was Information supplied by Darren
the man who got the show Clarke lookalike, Steve Johnstone,
on the road in the first of BIGGA’s Greenkeeping Support
match of the first day Team.
Left: Saturday night # Kim Macfie was able to catch
football. At least that's up with a couple of old friends
what they called it during the Association of Golf
Below: Early morning or Writers' Dinner on the Tuesday
late night? You decide evening of the Championship.
Kim, a Troon man and member of
the host club, gave the vote of
thanks at the wedding of another
Troon man Colin Montgomerie
and his wife Eimear, and the
dinner provided the ideal
occasion for Kim to catch up
with Europe’s number one and
his good lady.
# President of the South Coast
Section, Jim Fry, arrived for
the final day of the
Championship in style —
aboard the Orient Express
and wearing one of Arnold
Palmer’s blazers. Jim,
pictured left, had met the
great man in the United
States and Palmer
presented Jim with the

A blazer. Fortunately they
were of similar sizes!
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THE (/7 //NGEDGE TURF CARE
THESE CLIENTS ALREADY HAVE IT! MACHINERY LTD

Arkioy Goll Club Pineridge Golf Club
Ashboume Goll Club Ponteland Golt Club
Ashbury Golf Club Preston Golf Club h . . d > x
Beadiow Manor Golt & Country Club Ramside Hall Golf Club MOC Inel'y lee an Spraylng SerVICe
The Berkshire Golf Club Reykjavik Golf Club (lceland)

Briantree Golf Club Rowlands Castle Golf Club
Bramley Golt Club Royal Ashdown Forest Golf Club

iy S B e o ot Maintenance and Construction

Caldy Golf Club

Camalea Golf Club Royal Liverpool Golf Club
Carmoustie Golf Links Royal West Norfolk Golf Club
Carvoeira Golle SA (Algarve) Royston Golf Club
Cavendish Golf Club The Roxburghe Golf Club
Rye Golf Club

Cawdor Golf Club
Charleslands Leisure (Co. Wicklow) St Androws Links Trust
Sherborne Golf Cluly

Clitheroe Gotf Club
Collingtree Park Golf Course Slaley Hall Golf & Country Club
Cottesmore Golf & Country Club South Moor Golf Club
Crompton & Royton Golf Club Sundridge Park Golf Club
Sunningdale Golf Club

Delapre Golf Complex

Eaton Golf Club Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club

Fortrose & Rosemarkle Golf Club Tehidy Park Golf Course

Gleneagles Hotel Telford Golf Club

Golf Club Syl (Germany) Temple Golf Club

Goring and Streetiey Golf Cluby Torquay Golf Club

Green Hotel Golf Club Tsada Golf Club (Cyprus)
Tumberry Hotel

Harponden Golf Club
Tyneside Golf Club

Lingfield Park
Longhirst Hall Golf Club
Lymm Golf Club

Harrow School Golf Club

et Gl G o CL G e tend o o For all your mochinerﬁjhire requirements

Huyton & Prescot Golf Club Wellingborough Golf Club - . . .

inverurie Golf Club West Herts Golf Club From Verti-Drains to a full Spraying Service

Look Gat Oty Whhecraige Got Cub.

Lingid Wi Gt G ALL AT THE LOWEST PRICES -
o) GUARANTEED

Malane Golf Club

Malton & Norton Golf Club W CUSTOMERS i

Mannings Heath Golf Club The Buckinghamshire Golf Club [+ d

Massareene Golt Club Calcot Park Golf Club Up to 25% discount

Mere Golf & Country Club Carlow Golf Club (Eire) hen ou mention 'h i s a
Milltown Golf Club (Dublin) Golf Club Hubbelrath (Germany) w d
Mold Golf Club Harleyford Golf Club y

Mount Murray Golf Club (1OM) Hayling Golf Club

Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club Monifieth Golf Club h ° o

Nairn Golf Club 5 2\1ko Manor Gcoll Club AD P one now: I 903 203242
Newbury & Crookham Golf Club restiey Golf Ciub

Newcastie-under-Lyme Golf Club Royal Portrush Golf Club ';:: 04 l o 60 l 275

Newcastle United Golf Club Stockley Park Goll Club

North Foreland Golf Club
Omonde Fields Goll Club
Plitdown Golf Club

Weymouth Golt Club
Windlesham Golf Club
Worcestershire Goll Club

000000000 NO0NZ SO0V DVOOOORROROOOOOOOOORROOOORDS

EXPERIENCE K~/ 'SAVINGS & MAKE
YOUR COURSE A ///"/ABOVE THE REST

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS:

“Every forward thinking Golf Club should have a Juno in their
workshop, a truly excellent machine”. Mr. Mark Jones, Head
Greenkeeper, Preston Golf Club.

“Hunter’s relief grinding is far superior to anything | have ever
seen, each blade cuts true, the savings are substantial and the
cost is minimal”., Mr. Roger Shaw, Course Manager, Ramside Hall
Golf & Country Club, County Durham.

“Our sole plates/bottom blades are now lasting between 2-3
times longer than when we were spin grinding”. Mr. Philip
Baldock, Head Greenkeeper, The Royal Portrush Golf Club, County
Antrim,

“Itis the best piece of machinery this course has ever invested
in, 2 fine machine that | would recommend to anyone”. Mr.
John Bashford, Head Greenkeeper of the Green Hotel Golf Course,
The Kinross Estate.

Jupiter. 42" capacity Mawer Cylinder and Bottom *“A quality machine that gives a superb finish to our cylinders, Juno 36", Will accommodate every make and type
Blade Grinding Machine. A truly ‘precision” grinder, and saves money". Mr. Derek Green, Head Greenkeeper of Royal of professional cutting cylinder and bedknife. Can
built to last half a century. Used and preferred by Liverpool Golf Club. ‘in-situ’ grind many greensmower reels. Water
Professionals. cooled (eliminates dust and heat), simple and fast

CUT SERVICE COSTS! IMPROVE CUTTING STANDARDS! REDUCE WASTED DOWNTIME!
Both machines will grind both cylinder and bottom blade! Both have water coolant — No Heat, No Dust!
Both will accurately “Relief” angle grind! Both can “in-situ” grind! Both guaranteed to grind cylinders totally parallel!

eﬂ ERIC HUNTER /085N INDUSTRIALESTATE, Full training
A
(o

course with all
P GRINDERS LTD 76207 27015 rax: 01207) 270312 \_machines
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Successful heather management on
courses relies on the distance between
areas of habitat, writes Dr Alan Gange,
School of Biological Sciences, Royal
Holloway University of London.

Heathland has become an internationally
rare and endangered habitat and is one
which has been focused on by conservationists
in the last few years. A precise definition of
this habitat is difficult to achieve, because it
usually defined in terms of its landscape prop-
erties. Thus “heathland” can be used to
describe an open landscape, generally on
nutrient-poor, acid soils with a vegetation
dominated by low, woody shrubs of the
heather family. The two commonest plant
species are usually Ling heather (Calluna) and
Cross-leaved heath (Erica). Tall shrubs and
trees are usually absent, but other species
such as Bracken, Gorse and Broom are often
present. In Britain, heathland occurs in low-
land and upland areas (such as grouse moors)

ISOLATED

but this article will concentrate on lowland
heaths, because upland areas are in a less per-
ilous condition.

Britain has over 20% of the European
heathland, but in Southern England, the area
has decreased from 143,250 hectares in 1830
to 39,450 in 1980, a decline of 72%. Much of
this land has been used for farming, which
elevates the nutrient status of the soil, making
it unsuitable for heather growth and this
means it is virtually impossible to return the
land to its former habitat. Not only has the
area of heathland been dramatically reduced,
but the habitat has also become greatly frag-
mented. For example, one has only to read
some of the novels by Thomas Hardy to get an
idea of the vast tracts of heathland which
existed in Dorset during the last century. How-
ever, these large areas have now been broken
up into about 800 small areas, set in a matrix
of forest, farmland and urban land.

Due to the loss and fragmentation of habi-
tat, many animal and plant species which live

on heathland have become very rare in
Britain. For example, the Marsh Gentian, Dart-
ford warbler, smooth snake and a host of
invertebrates are restricted to this habitat.
Others, such as the sand lizard, nightjar and
the Silver-Studded Blue butterfly are charac-
teristic of heathland, but do live elsewhere as
well. English Nature have produced a Man-
agement Handbook for lowland heaths, but it
is interesting that this otherwise excellent pub-
lication appears to make no mention of the
important role golf clubs can play in the con-
servation of this habitat. For example, in the
area of north-east Surrey, often known as Sur-
rey Heath, there is a great concentration of
golf clubs and many of these have areas of
heathland on the course. These clubs there-
fore represent a series of heathland islands,
amidst a sea of urban areas.

In recent years, scientists have become
aware that an important feature of any habitat
conservation is the degree of fragmentation
into islands, and the amount of interplay
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Don't get too

ISOLATED

In areas such as Surrey, many golf clubs are in close proximity to
each other, and there is no reason why mobile species such as
butterflies, birds and mammals could not migrate from course to

course, thereby maintaining their populations’

between them. The technical term for this sub-
ject is metapopulation dynamics, which is
much simpler than its name suggests. A
metapopulation is simply a system of local
populations, connected by dispersing individu-
als. It consists of a number of patches
(islands) in which populations of a species are
found. All patches may not be inhabited at
any one time. The main benefit a metapopula-
tion has over a group of unconnected popula-
tions is that if one population on a patch
becomes extinct, then it may become popu-
lated again by migrants from another patch,
hence maintaining the numbers. If there is no
migration between patches, then sooner or
later, it is likely that all the patch populations
will become extinct and the species will disap-
pear from the whole area. Therefore, it does
not matter too much if a habitat is frag-
mented, so long as the fragments are large
enough to support a population at any one
time, and that there is migration between the
patches. Clearly, therefore, the two factors
which are likely to affect the persistence of the
overall population in this scenario are the size
and degree of isolation of individual patches.

At Royal Holloway, my research group has
been studying the invertebrate populations
associated with patches of heather on one
course at the Berkshire Golf Club. We have
measured the size and degree of isolation (dis-
tance to the nearest neighbour) of heather
patches on this course and have sampled the
invertebrate community on the patches. Our
aim was to see how the
patch size and isolation
affected invertebrate
diversity, so that we can
suggest some guidelines
for management practises
which can maximise
species diversity.

Over a range in patch
size from 20m? to
1200m?, there was no
relation between inverte-
brate numbers and the
area of the patch. There-
fore, in terms of maximis-
ing invertebrate
abundance, there is no
advantage in a heather
patch being very large.
This is an interesting
result, and one that at
first appears to be
counter-intuitive. How-
ever, an explanation is
that for the insects which
occur on heather patches
on this course, all the
patches were large
enough to support viable
populations, and once
one gets over a critical
threshold of patch size,
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there is then no benefit of the patch being large.
We hope to perform more detailed sampling to
establish just what the critical threshold patch
size actually is for different key species.

Perhaps the most critical finding from this
study is the relation between invertebrate den-
sity and the degree of isolation of a heather
patch. There is a clear negative relation
between these two measurements, that is
patches which are near to others have a much
higher density of animals than do patches
which are a long way from others. Therefore,
the message from this study is that when man-
aging the areas of heather on a golf course,
the patches must not become too isolated.
From this study, it appears that patches should
not be much more than 100m apart if the den-
sity of invertebrates is to be maximised. If a
patch of heather dies out, then this may not be
too critical for species populations if there are
others close by, but if the loss of a patch
means that others suddenly become very iso-
lated, this could have serious consequences for
the invertebrate species living on those
patches.

One may ask why we have concentrated on
invertebrates in this study. Apart from being
relatively easy to measure, they are also very
important links in the food chains which sup-
port the vertebrates which also live on heath-
land. For example, in some parts of the
country, the Dartford Warbler populations are
now on the increase after successful manage-
ment of the heathland which led to increased

densities of their insect food. A similar argu-
ment could be made for nightjars and sand
lizards and still further up the food chain, the
smooth snake, which is particularly fond of
eating lizards!

We hope to extend this study to other
courses in the south east of England, to see
whether the results found on this course are
part of a general pattern. However, our main
aim is to extend the work to investigate
whether golf courses themselves act as islands
in the metapopulation “sea”. In areas such as
Surrey, many golf clubs are in close proximity
to each other, and there is no reason why
mobile species such as butterflies, birds and
mammals could not migrate from course to
course, thereby maintaining their populations.
We know that the areas of heather on a course
are sufficient to support viable populations of
rare species, for example two courses close to
our college in Egham, Surrey have popula-
tions of the sand lizard. What we now need to
do is to establish whether there is a movement
of species from course to course. If there is,
then this would be a clear way in which the
golfing industry can positively benefit the con-
servation of endangered habitats. As pressure
on land usage becomes ever more acute, |
believe that we need to show that tying land
up for a long period of time in a golf course
development can, if managed in the right way,
be extremely beneficial to the environment,

Heather on fairway liphook




Raking the bunkers is a time-
consuming chore and anything
to make the task easier is to
be welcomed. HUGH TILLEY
examines just what’s
available.

Lots has been said — mostly by
golfers and unprintable -
about bunkers — those sand traps
designed to make play more
interesting.

However they need mainte-
nance and while for the most part
this is only to remove foot and
pitching marks it is another chore
which can consume a consider-
able amount of time, especially
on those courses which seem to
be more sand than grass. How-
ever there are a limited number
of machines designed to mecha-
nise the task although not all
bunkers are suitable for mechani-
sation. Conventional wisdom is
that some 70% can be raked by
machines, or higher where the
bunkers have been designed or
adapted for machinery.

All machines have three wheel
configuration, but some have
greater power and all wheel
drive, while in general the less
expensive machines only have
rear wheel drive and about 10
hp. Some machines are based on
existing mower, or all terrain,
technology which may make
parts more readily available and
obsolescence less likely.

Perhaps selection depends
upon what is expected of the
machine, but many clubs expect
to use their machines for some
landscaping work - and thus
have equipped with them with
front blades and even centre
mounted cultivator rakes to
enable them to scarify and push
soil and/or sand around. These
machines to be used to doze
cores off the green and other
greens work.

The most important features of
a bunker rake is manoeuvrability
and this is the main reason for
the tricycle format. High clear-
ance and/or short wheelbase also
contributes to ease of accessing
bunkers. Some machines are fully
hydrostatic which should give
greater operator convenience and
speed of operation — but costs
more. Only one operator admit-
ted noticing any lack of power or
drive with hydrostatic drive so
obviously this is not a problem —

although the sample questioned
was small. Mechanical drives
incorporate variable speed usu-
ally with belt and variable diame-
ter pulleys, and while these will
need some maintenance and belt
replacement they are relatively
inexpensive. Speed between
bunkers is also an important fac-
tor. With all wheel drive models
the front wheel drive may be
operator selectable, which is an
advantage and generally allows
for faster inter-bunker travel.

The tyres most often fitted on
bunker rakes are ‘knobblies’ and
although turf patterns are avail-
able these probably do not have
the grip necessary for pushing
sand etc, around. However where
the machine is only used for rak-
ing and work on greens they may
be a best option.

It is generally suggested that
mechanical raking is twice as fast
as hand raking, furthermore, and

perhaps more important there are
important time savings in getting
from bunker to bunker.

All the machines are US inspired
thus some makes are only avail-
able with petrol engines, however,
such manufacturers claim that
modern fuel efficient engines are
not expensive to run and are qui-
eter than a diesel, and this seems
to be borne out by greenkeepers
with experience of both.

Another important factor for
consideration in selection may be
sand quality, however this is nor-
mally set by the course builder.
Bunker rakes — like professional
golfers — seem to like the sand
firm with just the top layer
‘fluffy’. New bunkers with some
100 or 150mm of loose sand can
cause some problems for a
mechanical rake — and golfers
aren’t too keen either. Given time,
rain and golfers’ feet and most
firm up.

John Deere 1200 Bunker and
Field Rake at Barton on Sea
GC

Bought in 1991 and used exten-
sively since then, but backed up
by an older smaller machine of
another make, Barton’s JD1200 is
now due to be semi retired and
replaced by the newest John
Deere 1200A model. However, it
has served well and proved
totally reliable, according to
Course Manager Tony Gadd.
Since purchase it has had its 10hp
petrol Kawasaki engine re-ringed
- in 1995 - and a new clutch
installed.

Tony added that a crack in the
air cleaner, which was unde-
tected, may have hastened the
need to re-ring.

Raking the bunkers is a daily
chore, the operator Brian
Munden, couldn’t remember a
day when the rake had not gone
out, and the JD1200 is used for
virtually all of the 92 bunkers on
the two courses — with the mini-
mum of hand work being needed.
The machine was also used when
the club was resited and
extended, particularly for level-
ling and working the root zone
soil over the greens. It has also
been used for some other land-
scaping work with front plough
and centre mounted cultivator.

In particular Tony has found
the cultivator useful for breaking

Barton on Sea’s Brian Munden aboard the John Deere 1200 Bunker and Field Rake
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up pans in the bunkers to allow
rain through to the underlying
drains.

The JD1200 is a two wheel
drive non hydrostatic machine
with a hand counterbalanced lift
of blades and rakes. The new
machine will have extra power
and Tony admitted that this will
be a considerable advantage,
however he is still happy with
rear wheel traction and hand lift.

Prime of the good points of the
machine Tony puts as reliability,
and although it is petrol powered
the Barton club have found it
extremely economic to run, and
always a good starter.

Other vital advantages listed
were the JD back-up and the
price — which was well within the
club’s budget. The local JD dealer
is about ten miles away but
always ready to assist at a
moment’s notice.

Chippenham Golf Club with a
Ransomes Groom Master

Chris Sealey, Course Manager at
Chippenham, said that it had
taken three years to persuade the
greens committee of the merits of
using a mechanical rake on
bunkers, however now the con-
sensus of the players is that it has
considerably improved their qual-
ity. Chris estimated that mecha-
nising the task has halved the
time taken, taking it from being a
two man four hour job, to being a
one man operation which now
allowed one man to work on
another job. Alternatively he has
the option of letting the operator
take the Groom Master round the
bunkers with another man fol-
lowing up to ‘tidy up’, again with
overall time saving and getting
clear of golfers sooner.

Another advantage which was
commented on was that mecha-
nising the task had ensured that
no weeds got a chance to grow in
the sand.

Although the Groom Master
had been on the course for only a
month Chris and his assistants
were extremely pleased with it.
Duncan Harford, the prime oper-
ator of the machine, said the club
had tried out all makes before
deciding on the Ransomes
machine, and the only other that
came close was the Toro Sand
Pro. As far as he was concerned
the most important féatures in

selection were manoeuvrability
and ease of operation. He also
commented on the greater power
that the Ransomes machine
seemed to have.

The Groom Master at Chippen-
ham is a fully hydrostatic drive
machine with driver selectable
front wheel drive and with
hydraulic lift. It looks tidy and
very compact, but no comment
was sought about ease of servic-
ing.

Chris stated that he had found
it important that bunkers be
made for mechanical raking, i.e.
with minimum corners or steep
banking. At Chippenham some
hand finishing is required, how-
ever no doubt the extent of this
will be reduced as experience is
gained with the Groom Master
and the sand traps are further
modified.

Some difficulty has been expe-
rienced operating the machine
when the sand is not consistently
wet or dry, for instance with the
surface dry but with wet sand
below as this has resulted in the
machine producing a wavy sur-
face.

The only service problem has
been that the brakes have ‘stuck
on’ — and the operator added that
he finds the safety switch is
‘annoying’ — because it stops the
engine as soon as he gets off the
seat. There was a suggestion that
despite the safety implication this
may get ‘shorted out.’

One of the significant advan-
tages of using the machine is the
improved consistency of the sand
across the course as all parts are
now raked to the same depth.
The machine is equipped with
blade and cultivator which will
allow the club to move sand
around. Another feature that
Chris has found is that he can
operate even if the sand is wet
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and this will aid drying out.

Bunkers at Chippenham are
laid with ‘Terram’ geo-textile over
the drains, thus it was important
that an even layer of sand is kept
over them and that the machine
is not operated too deep, but to
date this has not been a problem.

The diesel engine option comes
with three wheel drive as stan-
dard and although the engine is
relatively noisy until it is warm
no one had voiced complaints
about it, however the extra power
is noticed. This model is signifi-
cantly more expensive but it does
offer more for the money.

Brian’s last word on the Groom
Master was “it’s a brilliant bit of
kit”. Chippenham has a simple
machinery policy — to buy what is
right for the course — thus they
owe allegiance to no one dealer
or maker, although it was admit-
ted that the Ransomes dealer T H
White — was perhaps the best of
all those in the area. As the club
does not have either mechanic
nor dedicated workshop the abil-
ity of the supplier is particularly
critical.

Duncan Harford gets
to grips with the
Ransomes Groom
Master at
Chippenham GC

Jacobsen Smithco Easy Ride
at Kendleshire GC

This brand new private parkland
course just outside Bristol has just
opened up its first nine holes with
the second nine anticipated to
open shortly. The Smithco Easy
Ride was bought ten months ago
by course constructor, Adrian Stiff,
mainly for levelling and working
the greens, thus recently appointed
Course Manager Kevin Green, had
no say in the specification, nor has
the machine seen much work on
sand, although it had been exten-
sively worked on the site.

Kevin admitted that the Easy
Ride had done an excellent job on
what it had been asked to do,
however, he reserved judgement
on its performs elsewhere — and
in the sand. Price and simplicity
are in favour of the machine
which was supplied by local
dealer B S Mowers.

The Easy Ride is powered by a
Kohler 8h.p petrol engine and has
two wheel drive with a variator
belt drive. To date it has some
142 hours on the clock and had
needed a new variator belt, how-
ever Kevin said this was
extremely quick and easy to
replace without needing any dis-
mantling. Maintenance of the
whole machine is simple with
very good access to the engine
and drive.

The course has a lot of sand but
as this had only just been laid it
was expecting a lot of the

machine to expect it to operate
on it, added to which it had been
raining just before Greenkeeper
International’s visit, thus getting

Kendleshire GC’s Course M:

Kevin G

and the J b Easy Ride



in and out of the first bunker
selected was not easy — and made
deep marks.

Jacobsen Smithco Super Rake
at Salisbury & SW Wilts Golf
Club

Salisbury & SW Wilts’ new Super
Rake is a direct replacement of a
previous machine, complete with
the minor failings of that
machine. However as the previ-
ous Super Rake had been on the
27 hole club for five or six years
there could have been no major
complaints or criticisms about it
or its performance — a fact later
confirmed in a phone call to Ker-
ran Daly, Course Manager. When
photographed the Super Rake
had just come back from B S
Mowers, the suppliers, who had
re-routed the front wheel drive
hoses, these chafe on the chassis
and had been a problem on previ-
ous machine and so were being
re-routed in the hope of solving
the problem.

At Salisbury the machine is
used three times a week on the
bunkers of both courses, these
have large lips and so only high
clearance machines were consid-
ered. Kerran said that there were
two machines in contention as a
replacement. The Jacobsen is
seen as a small neat machine
which was known to fit the
bunkers and it was preferred by
the operators. Salisbury’s
machine is diesel powered with
full hydraulics for both lift and
transmission. Having hydraulic
lift was considered to be far less
fatiguing to the operator. Other
than raking bunkers the machines
are used for the occasional
seedbed preparation, but no ‘doz-
ing’ nor cultivation nor scarifying
— Kerran is worried that any culti-
vation in the bunkers would bring
up the chalk base.

Toro Sand Pro 5000 on the
Oxfordshire

The Oxfordshire has three Sand
Pro 5000’s — but Course Manager
Martin Jones only bought a third
and not the whole company,
when he found the first so good —
he realised that the club was
making increasing use of bunker
rakes and that the older
machines had put in a lot of
hours work.

Maintaining the course to the
highest of championship stan-
dards with professionals
extremely critical of every aspect
including of the sand has meant
that Martin has had to get it
right. The 18 hole course has
worked its bunker rakes hard and
for long hours, particularly
because of the standards set, but
in addition they have been found
extra work on greens aeration
and drag matting.

The first machine, bought in
August 1992, had clocked up
3271 hours, had parts replaced to
the value of 2400 and had con-
sumed some 2716 worth of
petrol. The second machine, BR2,
was bought in May ‘93, has run
for 2423 hours for a 1447 parts
bill and 2200 fuel, while BR3, the
March ‘96 acquisition, with only
206 hours has drunk 445 worth
of petrol but only required 21
worth of parts.

Martin said that one reason for
the high hours is that the
machines have been used exten-
sively with the Toro Pricker Aera-
tor. This is the most undersold
item on- the list as far as he was
concerned, yet he said that on the
Oxfordshire’s sand based greens,
which only need the thatch to be
opened up, this implement was
absolutely ideal. It bolts on the
back of the Sand Pros and is a
fairly heavy bit of kit with an axle
with small blades — giving an aer-

Salisbury and SW
Wilts’ Jacobsen
Smithco Super Rake

ation depth of up to about 50mm
— although the aim at Thame is
only to penetrate about 38mm
deep. The other use for the
machines has been drag matting,
they have a tow hitch and two ‘L.
shaped brackets to allow the mat
to roll and be carried.

Another option which has
impressed has been the spring
tines which Martin said gave as
good a finish as the standard
rakes. The club has replaced its
straight tines on the rakes with
ordinary bolts, which are much
cheaper than original parts, but
perhaps more important on The
Oxfordshire are not as long.

Although the machines are
used extensively on greens, Mar-
tin said he did not believe that
turf tyres were necessary — the
knobblies did not mark the grass
as the bunker rakes were very
light and have wide low pressure
tyres. He also commented on the
fact that as he got used to the
machines he was finding more
and more work for them.

Another comment was that he

was certain that he should do
more aeration of the greens — per-
haps even daily whereas in fact it
was only being carried out
weekly. The advantage of the
pricker aerator was that it did not
make any damage on the greens
— thus it can be carried out regu-
larly.

The course has 145 bunkers
and these are raked virtually
daily. Early in the course’s history
compacting the sand had been
necessary, and while the club had
hired plate compactors, Martin
said that the most effective means
of compaction has proved to be
wheeling with the Sand Pros.

The machines are powered by
Briggs & Stratton Vanguard ‘Vee’
twin engines which Martin said
are very economic and quiet. All
have operator selected three
wheel drive, and hydraulic lift on
the rakes. Overall the machines
have proved to be extremely reli-
able.

Martin Jones, Course Manager at
Oxfordshire GC, and Toro Sand Pro
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B Overcoming the traditional
objections of workers in low
risk areas to wearing head

protection provided by
employers because of its per-
ceived discomfort and incon-
venience - the new First Base
from Protector combines full
shift comfort for the wearer
with the fashion appeal of a
Baseball cap

Protection agalinst bumps

and scrapes Is provided
by the moulded ABS
inner skull cap, with the
option of an additional
self-adhesive, foam disk
spacer If required.

The First Base's low pro-
file also makes it suitable
for use with Protector
earmuffs and the design
is compatible with wear-

Ing  goggles Fully
adjustable, First Base
has air vents which
improve comfort by

allowing a cooling airflow
inside the cap.

For employers who like their
staff to carry a corporate iden-
tity, the branding and colour
options of First Base are unlim-
ited. Both printed and embroi-
dered images are options and
minimum production runs are
surprisingly low.

For further information con-
tact Protector Technologies
Tel: 01252 342353,

NEW PRODUCTS

B You've all heard about “under-
soil heating systems” but what
about “over-soil heating sys-
tems™? Liquid Sod have come
up with the inflatable, frameless
Growing Dome. In essence, the
Dome covers the smallest of
greens or tees in order to carry
out repair work to turf in bad
weather conditions, establish
seeds at any time of the year, or
lay brand new turf at exactly the
right temperature and humidity
with enough room inside to walk
around and use machinery - he
can do so. The Liquid Sod Grow-
ing Dome has also been used on
standard sized golf greens and
bowling cricket
pitches and several other areas
requiring renovation - in the UK
and in Europe

The Growing Dome is an
er-soil heating system” and
equally, it can be an “over-soll
cooling system”

What is a Liquid Sod inflatable
frameless Growing Dome and
how does it work? The Dome is
made from an extremely strong

tees greens,

"o

large piece of plastic which is
durable, waterproof and serni-
transparent. Warm or cool air is
blown into the Dome by one or
two (depending on the size of
the Dome) relatively quietly run-
ning fans to inflate the Dome to
its full capacity by way of a
process very similar to the way
air is blown into a hot air balloon

Temperatures and humidity
inside the Dome are gauged and
maintained by a thermostatically
controlled air heating/cooling
system which is supplied with
the Dome

The material used is imported
from the USA and is tough
enough to hold a man's weight
while he works on top of the
Dome

Liquid Sod make Domes to
any size or shape required) The
Dome is delivered in kit form and
erected on-site by the Liquid
Sod team and the customer is

shown how to carry out the
erecting and dismantling
process

If you want to know more

From the original “Picnic on the grss®
by Manet 1862-3

To stand the|
test of time
you need
a special

quality.

BARENBRUG

Until you've had a few scorching hot summers, the odd attack from pests or plague and a chance

to calculate maintenance costs, the wisdom of your seed selection will never be known.

That's why you need the Barenbrug promise of quality.

33 Perkins Road, By combining the best of tradition and technology we've created some of the best varieties
Rougham Industrial Estate around - Barclay, Bargreen, Baruba and the exciting new Barkoel and Barlinda - making them
Suey St Edmuns, Sufiow IES0 SN available in a range of quality mixtures that takes the guesswork out of selection.
Tel: 01359 270766 Fax: 01359 271021
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GREENMASTER' puts you in control. [ c.wai) g

AT SALTEX

Keeping turf in great condition frequently involves a battle against the elements. Put yourself ON STAND F48-50
TO FIND OUT MORE
ABOUT OUR NEW

to choose from you can exactly match your sward’s requirements whether it be for a balanced LGREENMA_‘TI’ER Liauip

in the driving seat by using Greenmaster. With ten granular and five new liquid formulations

RANGE

feed, a high K product, added trace elements or a special tonic. And to give you maximum J

flexibility our liquids can all be tank mixed to provide additional ratios. Put yourself in 7

evinglon

DIFFERENCE

control with Greenmaster and you'll see the difference immediately. For more information

call our Technical Services Manager on 01473 203143 or contact your local Area Sales Manager.



NEW PRODUCTS

= about the Growing Dome, you

can contact Liquid Sod direct on
01963 251129.

B Ransomes has introduced an
updated version of its renowned
Ryan GA30 self propelled ride-
on aerator designed for use by
golf greenkeepers, groundstaff
and turf maintenance profes-
sionals.

Introduced to satisfy cus-
tomers' requests and the latest
health and safety requirements
and the principal upgrades for
this season focus on the GA30's
power unit and steering system.
Superseding the previously-used
Kohler Magnum engine is the
new 18hp Kohler Cornmand unit
which delivers a smoother, qui-
eter power output with improved
fuel efficiency.

A conventional steering wheel
replaces the “cow-horn” steering
handles previously fitted. The
new steering wheel, together with
geared reduction within the steer-
ing system, provides improved
operation, manoeuvrability and
operator convenience. All 1997
Ryan GA30's also have full CE
approval and feature additional
safety cut-out switches for safer
operation and use.

The Ryan GA30 costs £12,955
fitted with 16mm coring tines and
twin windrowing blades.

For further information Tel:

01473 270000.
M|t either grows too quickly, or
not at all. Two common problems
for the landscaping professional.
But not any more.

Barenbrug has the answer to
both problems.

Bar Slow Motion features the
lowest short-growth varieties
listed on the STRI Turf Seed
Guide; contains 40% Barkoel (a
new species), a crested hair
grass and is ideal for any low
maintenance area. Its highly
compact sward has an excellent
colour all year round. And with
the addition of perennial rye-
grass, the mixture offers even
better wear tolerance and
quicker establishment; yet it still
reduces maintenance costs by
up to half.

Bar Shade, meanwhile, is a
specialist mixture, containing
Barcampsia (turfed hairgrass),
designed to offer the best perfor-
mance in any areas shaded by
trees, fences, buildings and so
forth.

For further
01359 270766.

information Tel:

M A facility which will enhance
any golf course and be readily
appreciated by members and
visitors is the patented Mae-
stro Golfstream.

This combines a fresh water
drinking fountain with a spe-
cial washer for golf balls. By
placing Golfstream units in the
tee areas, golfers will be able
to revive themselves with a
refreshing drink of water and,
at the same time, ensure that
their golf balls are clean
before teeing off.

The drinking fountain fea-
tures a stainless steel bowl

BThe Moisture Smart from
Amenity Technology has been
designed to replicate evapotran-
spiration losses based upon the
Penman equation using evapo-
ration from an enclosed con-
tainer. The moisture smart is
small enough to place out of the
way near to the playing surface
without interfering with play. The
rotating gauge on the top of the
unit makes it easy to record what
day the reading was last taken.
The unit can also be placed in
the path of the sprinkler unit for
those who cannot monitor pre-
cisely the quantity of water they
are applying. The moisture smart
also takes into account any rain-
fall, if we should be so lucky! The
moisture smart is available at the
cost of £37.50.

For further details contact

Amenity Technology Tel: 0118
951 0038.
BMThe new Jacobsen LF-135
Turbo features a 35 horsepower,
fuel efficient turbo-charged Kub-
ota diesel engine.

The turbo power goes straight
to heavy-duty seven inch diame-
ter reels to tackle tough, warm
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and bubbler for durability and
hygiene. Operation is by
means of a push button.

The ball washer is behind
the fountain and bowl and
uses water directly from the
fountain so it never runs dry.
The entire unit is 960mm high.

The Golfstream is easy to
install and can be connected
to the existing water supply.

Manufactured of mild steel,
it is robust and is ideal for use
close to the clubhouse or in
remote tee areas.

For further information Tel:
0181 302 4035.

season turf, wet conditions or
hilly terrain. The heavy-duty lift
arms are designed for tough
conditions while the large, wide
tyres offer a light footprint. With
FlashAttach any reel can be
changed in around 30 seconds
without tools.

There is a hydraulic oil monitor,
alarm horn and the high-back
suspension seat reduces opera-
tor fatigue. Easy-to-set grass
shields allows for quickly
changed discharge direction.

For further information Tel:

01536 417777.
M Following a thorough review of
the Allen Power Equipment
range of Walkover Sprayers in
conjunction with Teedet Spray
Products a number of enhance-
ments have been made.

Firstly all the diaphragm check
valves (DCV) were converted to
the high quality range of Chem-
Saver DCV's from Spraying Sys-
tems Company. This range of
DCV's is the popular choice of
most quality sprayer manufactur-
ers world wide and is noted for
its accurate and consistent shut
off. They are made of nylon for

long life, with self aligning caps
to take the full range of TeeJet
Nozzles. Secondly and probably
most importantly the spray noz-
zles were changed to the new
Patented Turbo FloodJet. An
inherent problem with normal
anvil type nozzles is the “heavy
edges” which can be seen as
striping. This new nozzle from
TeeJet overcomes these prob-
lems. It has a pre orifice design
to produce larger droplets, to
reduce the problem of drift off
the target spray area, and a spe-
cial turbulence chamber to cre-
ate a more uniform spray pattern
giving a more even distribution of
chemical application. Also the
large round orifice resists block-
ing. The polymer spray nozzles
are colour coded to the pro-
posed International Standards
Organisation (ISO) colour coding
system likely to be introduced by
all spray tip manufacturers over
the next few years.

For further information Tel:

01235 515400.
B The 1997 Professional Hayter-
ette has been ergonomically
re-designed with a reduced
wheelbase and re-angled handle
bars giving better balance and
manoeuvrability.

The long life aluminium finned
deck ensures the grass is in opti-
mum cutting position, with the fric-
tion disc protecting the crankshaft
from impact damage. Swinging
blades are available as an option
to the cutterbar. The height of cut
is controlled by a single lever con-
trol, giving a height of cut between
183mm and 70mm, and a cutting
width of 460mm.

With wheels that can be locked
in a raised position to avoid
movement during transportation,
and powered by a Honda GXV
140A engine, this machine is well
suited to the varied duties of local
authority and contract work, and
is designed to cope with all types
of grass, particularly in the rough,
where access is limited by trees
or shrubbery.

For further
01279 723444.
BMSCH (Supplies) Limited has
introduced a new powered rotary
scarifier to its range of attach-
ments for towing behind Estate
and Garden tractors. The Rotary
Raker 2 is designed to remove
the build up of dead thatch and
moss from grassed areas.

For further information Tel:
01473 328272.

information Tel:



W
iy

lunfer
ands CPf

or felephone‘

Cheshire 01606 558927
Yorkshire 01132 450 414

THE COMIPLETE UTILITY

TASK FORCE

Kawasaki Mules
are lightweight
taskmasters built to
tackle the toughest
utility duties.
Helping you do your
job with the greatest
speed, ease

and comfort.

To experience the
power behind the
work, call freephone
0800 500245.

Or call into
your nearest

Kawasaki dealer.
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Don't get left behind - book your place NOW on one of BIGGA's

1997/5'(/&5

“Much, much more of the same please!”

ALDWARK MANOR COURSES
Week 1: 6 - 10 October 1997

MANAGING PEOPLE MODULE 1

This course introduces a range of interpersonal skills needed in
supervisory management and includes: time management,
teamwork, leadership skills and computers in greenkeeping
management.

Week 2: 13 - 17 October 1997
MANAGING PEOPLE MODULE 2

This course builds on the knowledge gained in Module 1 and
includes: guidance skills, appraisals, grievance and discipling
skills, employment protection, the use of computers in
management.

Week 3: 20 - 24 October 1997

MANAGING OPERATIONS AND RESOURCES

This course looks at financial planning, project management and
the effective use of resources, project management, planning and
control of resources and the use of computers in greenkeeping
management.

Week 4: 3 - 7 November 1997

MANAGING INFORMATION

This course looks at methods of communicating information to
others and includes: writing memos and letters, writing reports,
storage and retrieval of information, electronic communication,
managing meetings, oral communication and the use of
computers in communication.

Week 5: 10 - 14 November 1997
MANAGING GOLF COURSE DEVELOPMENT

This level 4 course is aimed mainly at those delegates who have
completed Weeks 1 to 4 and looks at: golf course design,
construction methods, Health and Safety considerations,
ecological management, integrated management plans and the
use of computers in greenkeeping management.

Cost of each course, including four nights’ accommodation, food
and all tuition:

BIGGA members £399 + VAT. Non BIGGA members £470 + VAT
(which includes one year's BIGGA membership.)
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For further information or a booking form, contact Ken Richardson or Sami Collins at BIGGA HQ

“An invaluable source of management skills training”

VISORY MM

REGIONAL COURSES

GOLF COURSE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND
ESTABLISHMENT

This two day workshop, based on the extremely successful
workshop at Harrogate, is designed to introduce delegates to the
history of golf course architecture, philosophies and styles of golf
course architecture, conceptual design and planning
considerations. Groups of delegates then produce an outline
design followed by a detailed design, including: greens, tees,
irrigation and drainage and project costing and budget.

Venues

M The Bournemouth Moat House Hotel, Bournemouth — Monday
13 and Tuesday 14 October 1997.

M Airth Castle Hotel, Airth by Falkirk — Monday 27 and Tuesday 28
October 1997.

B Aldwark Manor Hotel - Monday 24 and Tuesday 25 November
1997,

W West Retford Hotel, Retford — Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27
November 1997.

RECRUITMENT, SELECTION AND INTERVIEWING

This two day Supervisory Management Course at N/SVQ Level 8
looks at the problems of staff recruitment and includes:
interviewing skills, equal epportunities, employment law, sex
discrimination, practical interviewing, selecting the appropriate
candidate, listening skills and guestioning skills, advertising.

Venues

B The George Hotel, Crawley, Surrey — Tuesday 21.and
Wednesday 22 October 1997.

W Airth Castle Hotel, Airth by Falkirk — Wednesday 29 and
Thursday 30 October 1997.

B The Manor House Hotel, Moretenhampstead — Monday 3 and
Tuesday 4 November 1997.

W Rockingham Forest Hotel, Corby, Northampton — Monday 10
and Tuesday 11 November 1997.

M Finnstown Hotel, Dublin - Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19
November 1997.

W The Dunkenhalgh Hotel, Acerington, Wednesday 26 and
Thursday 27 November 1997.

LEADERSHIP, TEAM BRIEFINGS, MOTIVATION

This course at N/SVQ Level 3 introduces greenkeepers to the
basics of leadership and includes: leadership skills for every
situation, training and coaching for success, the mysteries of



‘\\“ COURSES

“A great confidence builder”

“I wish I'd done these courses 10 years ago”

motivation, team briefings, team building and team discipline.

Venue
W Old Ship Hotel, Brighton — Thursday 16 and Friday 17 October
1997.

GOLF COURSE HEALTH AND SAFETY MANAGEMENT

This course is an essential requirement for anyone wanting to
manage a golf course in a safe and healthy manner and stay
within the law. The course includes: health and safety law,
producing a policy document, COSHH assessments, hearing
conservation, protective clothing, accident prevention, first aid
requirements and waste management.

Venue
M Finnstown Hotel, Dublin — Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19
November 1997,

Cost of eachof the above courses, which includes all tuition,
meals and accommodation:

BIGGA members £75. Non BIGGA members £145 (which also
includes one year’s BIGGA membership.)

ESSENTIAL SUPERVISORY MANAGEMENT SKILLS FOR
GREENKEEPERS

This course at N/SVQ Level 3 is a must for all greenkeepers who
are or are about to become supervisors. It covers the basic
essentials of supervisory management including: basic
leadership, assertive communication, team building, listening and
questioning skills, dealing with problems, grievance and
discipline and warnings and reprimands.

Venues

B The Blue Boar Hotel, Maldon, Essex — Tuesday 14 and
Wednesday 15 October 1997.

W The Cheltenham and Gloucester Moat House Hotel,
Cheltenham - Thursday 23 and Friday 24 October 1997.

W Marriott Hotel, Swansea - Wednesday 5 and Thursday 6
November 1997.

MW The Country House Hotel, Ballymena — Thursday 20 and Friday
21 November 1997.

B The Chesfard Grange Hotel, Kenilworth — Monday 1 and
Tuesday 2 December 1997.

M Bradford/Leeds Garden Marriott Hotel, Bradford — Monday 16,
and Tuesday 17 February 1998.

Cost, which includes all tuition, meals and accommodation:
BIGGA members £50. Non BIGGA members £120 (which also
includes one year's BIGGA membership.)

| entries must be at BIGGA HQ by 29 August 1997

BIGGA courses are
the best way to
hoost your career

Aldwark and Regional
Supervisory Management
Courses

The deadline for applications to
attend the Aldwark Manor
and/or Regional Supervisory
Management Courses is fast
approaching. The advertisement
opposite gives full details of all
courses and how to apply, how-
ever, I thought that it would be
useful to describe how these
courses are administered. Plan-
ning for the next series of
courses commences as soon as
the current series is complete.
Provision bookings are made
with Aldwark Manor and at
hotels throughout the Regions.
Lecturers are contacted and pro-
visionally booked to run sessions
later in the year and advertising
material is produced. You may
ask why we have everything pre-
pared so early ie booking forms
appear in May when courses do
not run until October/November.
The reason is that venues
become booked very quickly and
lecturers may be approached by
other organisations if we do not
contact them soon enough. We
then set deadlines for entry ie 29
August for 1997 courses so that
we can cancel or amalgamate
courses when the response is
poor. For example, we ran three
out of five courses at Aldwark
Manor last year. If we do not
give hotels a reasonable amount
of notice, they charge us for food
and accommodation even
though we do not use it. These
course are run for your benefit
and, thanks to the contributors
to the BIGGA Education and
Development Fund they are run
at a cost which is far lower than
the cost of comparable courses.
For example. a two day Essential
Supervisory Management
Course, covering the same sub-
ject matter as the BIGGA course
was advertised at E195. This
price did not include accommo-
dation. The message is simple.
Use these courses or lose them.

BIGGA Golf Course
Environment Competition

This competition, which is run in
association with Amazone and
Rhéne Poulenc has entered its
next stage. Bob Taylor, the STRI

¢y Education
= =1 Update

BY KEN
RICHARDSON

has started a 3000

Ecologist,
mile trek to judge the remaining
golf courses, Region by Region.
He will then be joined by Dr
Keith Duff, Chief Scientist with

English Nature, to select
Regional Winners. It has been
fascinating to see such high qual-
ity entries which show that many
golf courses are providing safe
havens for many species of trees,
wild flowers, birds, butterflies,
mammals heather.

The Learning Experience
1998

Planning for the Learning Expe-
rience 1998, in association with
Ransomes, is almost complete
and the Programme should be
ready for printing in August. The
latest speaker to accept his invi-
tation is Mr Jaime Ortiz Patino,
the owner of Valderrama, who
will talk about the forthcoming
Ryder Cup. A new feature of the
National Education conference
will be the Greenkeeper Ques-
tion Time Panel. This will give
you the chance to ask questions
either on the day or by submit-
ting them in advance. Watch out
for further details in future edi-
tions of Greenkeeper Interna-
tional. Finally, the BTME
Seminars are on the move again,
back to the Royal Hall.

Toro Student of the Year
Competition

By the time that you read this
magazine, I will have completed
five arduous, but enjoyable days
(and nights), interviewing 32
students, to select this year's
Toro Student of the Year. |
always look on this competition
as being one of the ‘perks’ of this
job as I get to meet the future
Head Greenkeepers/Course
Managers at the start of their
careers, when it is gratifying to
see their spirit and enthusiasm.
Watch out for the results in the
next issue of Greenkeeper Inter-
national.
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show FREE!

This is your opportunity as a Greenkeeper to attend the 1998
show ABSOLUTELY FREE!

The BTME 98 will again be held in Harrogate, with the National
Education Conference starting on Monday January 19 and the
Exhibition and Educational Seminar Programme commencing on
Wednesday January 21. The show represents the ideal forum for
Greenkeepers to meet both the trade and other Greenkeepers.

All you have to do to stand a chance of winning one of the three
‘superb prizes is to answer six questions - two in this issue, two
more In September and the final two in October’s issue. Then send
in your answers with the entry form that will be printed in the
October edition and you could be one of our lucky winners!

AUGUST
QUESTIONS

1. What date does the BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition start?
2. What date does the BIGGA National Education Conference start?
Don't miss your chance to attend the largest Indoor turf management

For more information about BTME 98 contact Amanda Mayo
or James McEvoy on 01347 838581
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Letters

Greenkeeper’s despair

at lack of sympathy by
his golf club

I am writing to you in despera-
tion as my career as a Head
Greenkeeper and my whole life
seems to have collapsed and my
only crime is that I worked too
hard.

I am a 34-year-old family man
and started my career in green-
keeping on a course near home in
April 1985. I really enjoyed my
time there and progressed
through the ranks to become
Deputy Head Greenkeeper and
also obtained college qualifica-
tions.

In April ‘94 I moved to a nine
hole course in a neighbouring
town as Head Greenkeeper but
unfortunately this position turned
out to be a lot less desirable
prospect than it seemed at my ini-
tial interview and appointment.
The whole club was a political
battleground and 1 suffered three
years of intense pressure on my
career and had to work in a very
manual fashion.

After a while I started having
problems with my back which
became more serious and crip-
pling as time went on until, in
January this year, after having
MRT scans etc | was diagnosed as
having degenerative Spondyloish-
esis, a condition where the disc in
the spine has worn away.

I informed the committee of my
condition and that I now had to
wear a lumber support while I
waited for a spinal fusion opera-
tion. To my dismay they worked
me even harder giving me more
manual construction work etc
until in April of this year | could
not carry on any longer as it was
literally crippling me. I am now
off sick, awaiting my operation in
agony.

Due to the nature of my con-
tract my employers would only
pay me four weeks' wages, I've
therefore gone from a Head
Greenkeeper salary to statutory
sick pay of £64 per week which
has devastated me and my family.
It seems that I am being punished

for doing no wrong.

I have made various claims
such as personal accident insur-
ance etc., but have been rejected
as they all say that I suffered pro-
gressive damage and can't pin
down a specific incident. The
worst may be to come as I am not
100% sure that after my opera-
tion in September I will be able to
return to the manual type of
work involved in greenkeeping.

I would be most grateful if any-
one reading this letter could offer
me advice on my current situa-
tion, or perhaps be able to redi-
rect my greenkeeping knowledge
into another career linked with
the sports turf industry such as a
technical sales representative, for
example, as [ am sure there must
be a pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow in such a large industry,
Name and address withheld.

W Please direct any correspondence
through BIGGA Headquarters.

Tee markers: Rules
don’t make sense

I read with interest Mr Gordon
Moir’s letter in the June issue of
Greenkeeper International on the
recent amendment by CONGU to
the positioning of permanent tee
markers.

Before commenting specifically
on this issue, I would make a gen-
eral observation and that is that
the reasons for the changes to the
Standard Scratch Score and
Handicapping Scheme 1983 have
in my opinion been poorly com-
municated to clubs. Also there
appears to have been very little if
any consultation with interested
bodies such as BIGGA and AGCS.
As a result some of the changes
have not been well received par-
ticularly the proposed change to
tee areas.

However, the proposed amend-
ment to the positioning of perma-
nent tee markers from a
minimum distance of two yards



For old times’ sake

1 wonder if any readers can help me?

For 40 years I was in turn draughtsman,
designer, works manager, managing director,
chairman and owner of H Pattisson & Co.
Ltd, before we sold the family firm four

years ago.

In the ’30s, '40s and ’50s we made hun-
dreds of the Pattisson Golf Course Tractors
at Stanmore Hill Works — big machines with
wide steel spiked rear wheels (or trak grip
pneumatic tyres) for pulling the gang mow-
ers of the time for fairway cutting,carting
and other jobs on the course and sports
grounds,powered by Ford 24 HP engines.

Does anyone knows the whereabouts of
one that I could buy for old times sake as a
memento of my past? I am sure that there is
a Club somewhere with one at the back of

“in front of the rear of the tee” to
four yards, is a logical one. Para-
graph 11, on page 56 of the
Scheme booklet explains the rea-
son for the change and is in order
that “a player may tee his ball
and play his stroke from within
the area permitted by the Rules of
Golf...”

In Section II Definitions of the
Rules of Golf the teeing ground is
defined as a rectangular area two
club-lengths in depth. Since the
average driver is some 45” long
and making a similar allowance
for a golfer’s swing, a four yard
teeing area is just about ade-
quate.

Clearly if the current require-
ment for a two yard teeing area is
left unamended, a number of
clubs, including my own, could
never strictly set up their course
to play to its full length and con-
form to the Rules of Golf defini-
tion of teeing ground.

As far as the ramifications of
the proposed change are con-
cerned, individual courses are
going to have their own particu-
lar problems as Gordon Moir has
highlighted and not least the
potential cost of building new
tees and extending existing ones,
new tee markers, reprinted score-
cards, etc.

This, of course, raises another
issue.

It would appear that CONGU
has assumed that clubs would
automatically foot the bill which
for most means the individual
member of those clubs. Perhaps
the proposed change would have

Address letters to The Editor, Greenkeeper International, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF

or fax them on 01347 838864. You can also

co.uk

I@bigga.d

the shed kept in reserve or even working

I would like to give it pride of place on my

still. small estate here working or not.
The enclosed photo will be recognised by  Ken Hemingway
any of the old school of greenkeepers Coles
although sadly most of them will have Higher Hulham Rd
retired by now, like me! Exmouth, Devon EX8 5D2Z
been more acceptable had course then it is not surprising

CONGU, through the individual
National Golf Unions, arranged to
put in place a fund to at least
defray part of that cost to individ-
ual clubs.

However, cost apart, it does
seem to me somewhat nonsensi-
cal to allow a situation to persist
where the Rules of Golf are at
odds with those on course mea-
surement.

Richard H Danzey
Secretary Manager,
Chigwell Golf Club

Opposition is
mounting

I would like to add my name to
the hopefully growing list of
opposition to the proposal found
on page 56, Appendix K, decision
11, regarding teeing areas. Found
in the amended edition (1997) of
the Standard Scratch Score and
Handicapping booklet, specifi-
cally to position the distance
points four yards in front of the
rear of the tee instead of the tee
instead of the current two.

In making us aware of the prac-
tical implications of such a pro-
posal in the June issue Gordon
Moir, Head Greenkeeper of the
Eden Course, St Andrews, may
have saved many greenkeepers
an awful lot of unnecessary work
and golf clubs’ money.

Bernard Findlay
Course Manager
Portstewart GC

Co Londonderry

NV()s have to be
made to work

I feel compelled to write in
response to the article printed in
the April issue of Greenkeeper
International on the London Golf
Club and, in particular, the com-
ments made by Steve Jones
regarding NVQs and their deliv-
ery at Colleges such as Plumpton.

NVQs do not have a grading
system for passing and I, like
Steve, feel that this is a major
flaw in the process. How does a
potential employer differentiate
between applicants for a job
vacancy at the outset if all appli-
cants have “passed” their NVQ?
Only an in-depth job interview
and college reference will help
with the selection process.

While some might hanker for
the old times, NVQs are here to
stay and they have to be
improved over time and made to
work. Standards are not low
everywhere and here 1 take
exception to Steve’s comments.
There are problems with standar-
dising standards, but this is down
to individual college assessors in
the workplace and, in particular,
the internal and external veri-
fiers.

No standards are provided with
NVQ literature or, at present, with
the GTC Training Manual, so it is
up to individuals to interpret the
performance criteria that they are
assessing.

If standards of maintenance
vary from golf course to golf

that standards of student NVQ
attainment vary from course to
course and college to college —
enter the verifier! The more
assessors there are the more diffi-
cult it is for the verifier to moni-
tor the standards that have not
been specified anywhere! This
surely should have been the start-
ing place for all practical assess-
ments. Standards must be task
specific and every student must
reach the standard. We have them
stated at Plumpton and those
working the system are happy to
work with them. I would antici-
pate that this is the case in most
other colleges and indeed with
assessors in the workplace - or
might it be that they are testing
purely subjectively on what they
know is a professional job? Unfor-
tunately professionalism alone is
not an acceptable, measurable,
justifiable yardstick for determin-
ing an NVQ pass.

I share Steve Jones’ comment
that a London Club apprentice-
ship may well not be equitable
with an NVQ in years to come —
but NVQs are supposed to be
work based and there must be
more liaison between clubs and
colleges who should essentially
be considered as the major
provider of underpinning knowl-
edge if the whole ethos of NVQs
is to have a standing in the
industry by the year 2000, if not
before
David Blackmuir
Head of Horticulture
Plumpton College
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Why setting up your own
workshop at your club could
be the best move you'll make,
writes ROLAND TAYLOR.

he transition of golf from a

relatively exclusive sport to
one that is now enjoyed by
increasing numbers has, for most
clubs led to a complete appraisal
of course management.

All the media hype the game
now receives has meant players
are seeking ever higher stan-
dards. This places pressure on
course managers and greenkeep-
ers to meet these requirements.

The combination of this and
the number of golfers using the
courses has created a situation
where keeping equipment in tip
top condition and working is of
paramount importance.

As a result, more clubs are now
taking the decision to set up their
own service department. While
each club has its reasons for
deciding this action, a number of
external influences also play a
major part.

Over recent years we have seen
the demise of many professional
outdoor power equipment spe-
cialist service departments.

This in turn has placed greater
pressure on those remaining.
Also, manufacturers and suppliers
have increased their distributors’
areas. While one is sure that
every effort is made to provide
service back-up, often available
resources can be severely
stretched, especially at the height
of the mowing season.

For a greenkeeper with a
machine down and a club tourna-
ment in the offing, time is of the
essence. In this situation those
clubs with in-house facilities can
deal with the problem quickly
and efficiently and have the
equipment back in operation with
the minimum loss of time.

One major aspect that could
have an important bearing on the
decision to install workshop facil-
ities is the Health & Safety Provi-
sion and Use of Work Equipment
Regulations.

Under section 6 Maintenance it
states the following:

1. Every employer shall ensure
that work equipment is main-
tained in an efficient state, work-
ing order and good repair

2. Every employer shall ensure that

All part of th

SERVICE

where any machinery has a main-
tenance log it is kept up to date

In addition, the regulations
cover routine and planned pre-
ventive maintenance

Another factor that could influ-
ence the decision to go for a
workshop is the size and range of
machinery the club operates.
With what is available in today’s
market it is easy to have a fleet
valued well into six figures and
more. In these cases there is
every justification to insure this
investment is maintained to the
highest of standards.

Setting up a workshop facility
is a big step, so where does one
start? First the management has
to be convinced of the viability of
the exercise and the expense is
justified.

Presentation is all important
and on laying out the reasons
there are a number of areas that
need to be covered. It should be
remembered that this is not a
short term investment, so many
of the costs can be spread over a
period of years and the equip-
ment can be depreciated against
profit.

As part of the case, the cost of
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maintaining the fleet needs to be
analysed.

Invoices for the last five years
will supply much of this informa-
tion. As a very rough guide when
predicting future expenditure the
hourly rate charged by specialists
is between £30 and £40 per hour,
depending on the location.

The objectives also need to be
set out and these should include:
M Keeping equipment working
with minimum of downtime.

M Maintaining machinery in tip
top and safe condition. (re Health
& Safety)

M Taking care of the investment.
Well-maintained machinery
should command a higher price
when it comes to being sold.

M Better management of mainte-
nance costs.

W Having greater control on day-
to-day course management.

These are just some sugges-
tions of areas to cover. In addition
each course manager or green-
keeper will have their reasons
and requirements for putting for-
ward the proposal.

Getting a workshop operational
will also need to be included in
the plan. A location will be

required. It is not just a question
of setting-up in an old shed or
barn. An area within the existing
machinery storage facility could
be suitable or a purpose built
building might be necessary.
Where ever it is sited there are
some basic requirements if one is
to get achieve the maximum ben-
efit. These include concrete floor,
plenty of light, heating, good ven-
tilation, weather proof, security;
easy access for all machinery and
a hard surface area outside for
cleaning. It does not have to be a
massive structure, just big enough
to take the largest machine in the
fleet. There should be with
enough additional space to work
in comfortably plus space for
benches, grinders and other
workshop equipment.

Equipment

Initially there are some essential
pieces of equipment that will be
needed.

Apart from wall benches, the
installation of a hydraulic bench
is highly recommended. It elimi-
nates lifting and thus reduces the
chances of back injury as well as
making for easier access which in

-
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part of the

SERVICE

= turn increases efficiency. In addi- other tools are
tion it makes for a better working  concerned, gener-
environment since there is noth-  ally a service fitter
ing worse than having to crawl  will have a set. In
round on cold concrete floor cases where these
under a machine. have to be sup-
A blade grinder is another plied it needs to
essential. Cleanliness is all impor- be a comprehen-
tant, especially where engines sive range should
and hydraulics are concerned soa  be bought.
washing unit for components It now comes to
should be on the shopping list.  finding the right
For cleaning machines before person to run your
they come into the workshop a  maintenance and
pressure washer is ideal and there  service workshops
are plenty of models available. Al and how much he
these can be bought second-hand  is likely to want to
so it is worth keeping a look-out  be paid. This will depend how after the machinery. sidering any possible way of help-
in trade journals. There are qualified he is, as a rough guide a On the question of training, ing to off set the costs. One of
plenty of other items that will top man can at present earn assistance can be sought from the these could be a joint venture
eventually be required such as a  between £7 and £10 per hour. manufacturers and suppliers of with any neighbouring golf
welder, drills and equipment to There are a number of colleges  the equipment, and especially the  courses.
test an engine’s electronics. including Evesham and Merrist engines, you operate, regarding With the ever increasing pres-
One important area is the need ~ Wood that run excellent outdoor  service courses, repair and sure Course Managers and green-
for specific tools for one particu-  power equipment service courses.  replacement parts manuals. A  keepers find themselves under,
lar machine. All the suppliers will It would be worth contacting one  majority will be able to provide having an in-house workshop is
have a list of these. They make of the when looking for a service  this form of support and back-up. of major benefit and certainly
the job easier and therefore faster fitter. Such courses should also be Setting up a workshop from  worth considering if you have the
to complete. considered if you are thinking of  scratch can be a relatively expen-  machinery to warrant the invest-
As far as actual spanners and  training a member of staff to look  sive operation so it is worth con-  ment.
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Protect yourself

by Tony Rees MIOSH, Health &
Safety Consultant and Senior
Instructor with ATB-Landbase
Training Services

he Personal Protective Equip-

ment (PPE) at work regula-
tions and guidance notes set out
accepted principles for use of pro-
tective equipment where the risk
cannot be controlled by technical
means.

Equipment must be designed
and manufactured to standards
defined by the Personal Protective
Equipment (EC Directive) Regula-
tion 1992 (S.I. No 3139).

The Regulations DO NOT
APPLY where specific require-
ments for COSHH, Lead,
Asbestos, Ionising Radiations,
Noise and Construction (Head
Protection) have effect. Old legis-
lation is repealed in favour of the
new regulations, including in par-
ticular The Protection of Eyes
Regulations.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

M PPE does not include overalls,
uniform or ordinary work clothes
(Reg 2)

EMPPE may only be used when
technical measures are not effec-
tive (Reg 4.1)

EMPPE must be suitable to the
individual, appropriate for the
risk, AND comply with EC Stan-
dards (Reg 4)

M Combinations of PPE to be
compatible for use together (Reg
5)

B Employers must make assess-
ments of equipment to determine
suitability (Reg 6)

M Employers must ensure PPE is
in good repair and hygienic con-
dition (Reg 7)

M Appropriate  accommodation
must be provided to store PPE not
in use (Reg 8)

M Information, Instruction and
training must be given to all PPE
users (Reg 9)

M Employees must take reason-
able care in using PPE and report
defects (Regs 1- & 11)

The Guidance Note indicates
activities where personal protec-
tion should be provided, with
information on maintenance,
storage and replacement criteria.

INTRODUCTION
Working Clothes: The wearing
of sensible clothing suitable for

and Safety
A

the job is a major
aid to safety. People
working at moving machinery
should take precautions against
items of apparel getting trapped,
and gloves, long sleeves or cloth-
ing with loose or torn ends
should not be worn near machin-
ery. Long hair should be protected
by suitable headgear. Loose ties,
scarves, key chains, jewellery —
including bracelets and rings —
have caused serious accidents by
becoming entangled in machin-
ery. Footwear should be “sensible”
and kept in good repair.
Protective Clothing: Special
clothing to give protection
against a particular hazard
should not be used as a substitute
for other methods of dealing with
the danger. For example, at
drilling machines and polishing
machines with exposed rotating
spindles where there is a risk of
hair entanglement the aim should
be to eliminate the risk by proper
guarding and not to rely on suit-
able head coverings being worn.
In all cases, protective clothing
must be selected to match the
nature of the hazard. Comfort of
the wearer, though important is
secondary to the level of protec-
tion as a selection criterion. Infor-
mation on protection levels is
available from manufacturers and
suppliers of Protective Equip-
ment.
British Standards: The British
Standards Institution prepares
standards for products and issues
licences to manufacturers only
after thorough inspection, and
testing of individual products.
Manufacturers awarded licences
are required to display one or
both of the following certification
marks on all products for which
the relevant licenses have been
issued:
B The Kitemark gives assurance
that a product complies in all
respects with the requirements of
the relevant British Standard.
M The Safety Mark gives assur-
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ance that a product complies with
the safety aspects of a British
Standard, or a British Standard
concerned mainly with safety.

Marking: From 30 June 1995 vir-
tually all PPE should carry a C.E.
Mark.

Up to that date, the relevant
British Standard will continue to
apply. After 30 June 1995 only
PPE marked with C.E. should be
purchased. Most manufacturers
will display the old BS Kite Mark
and the new C.E. Marking.

Older PPE purchased before 30
June 1995 can still be used pro-
viding it is still suitable for the
use it is being put. In all instances
a reputable supplier should be
used for all PPE requirements.

But do not forget the PPE
should only be used as a last
resort.

BASIC EQUIPMENT

Safety Footwear: The provision
and wearing of safety boots or
shoes to comply with BS 1870:
Part 1: 1956 (amended) and 953
is not obligatory under the Facto-
ries Act 1961, but in some cir-
cumstances their use may be
reasonably practicable under the
Health and Safety at Work Etc Act
1974. In foundries, the Foundries
(Protective Footwear and Gaiters)
Regulations, 1971 lay down a
general requirement to protect
the feet against burns and impact
risks.

Some government establish-

ments, and industrial and com-
mercial undertakings have made
the wearing of safety footwear a
condition of employment for per-
sons employed within certain
defined areas of work.
Eye Protection: As with all
forms of protective equipment,
eyes protection must be selected
on the basis of the hazard being
guarded against.

The main hazards to the eyes
are impact of particles, dust,
chemical splashes, molten metal,
gases, radiation and laser beams.

Eye protection must conform to
British Standard 2092 and will be
marked accordingly on both the
lens and housing with “BS 2092”.

Suffix letters indicate the type
of hazard protection. C, D, G on
the housing of goggles indicate
protection against Chemical
Splash, Dust and Gas respectively,

M on lens and housing indicates
protection against Molten Metal.
In addition, a suffix number on
lens and housing indicates the
degree of impact protection, with
Grade 1 affording greater protec-
tion than Grade 2. Grade 1
impact protection is available
only with goggles or face shields;
spectacles offering protection
only to general purpose and
impact Grade 2 standards.

Filters for use during welding

or similar industrial operations
should comply with BS679 for
optical qualities and exposure to
heat, moisture and ultra violet
radiation. BS1542 deals with
equipment for eye, face and neck
protection against radiation aris-
ing during welding or similar
operations; it includes spectacles,
goggles and face shields and hel-
met with minimum requirements
for thermal conductivity, electri-
cal insulation and size of filters.
Eye Irrigation: Chemicals or
gases in the eyes are best
removed by a copious supply of
clean filtered cold water, (cold to
reduce the pain of burning) in a
manner which can be adminis-
tered by the injured person him-
self, or by a colleague.
Hand Protection: Gloves are
available which will protect the
hands from cuts, punctures, heat
and chemical burns, electric
shock, irritants and contaminants.
The type of glove will depend on
the hazards involved. (It is impor-
tant to remember that gloves
should not be used at moving
machines, eg. drilling machines).

Protection against grazes when
handling materials if offered by
simple leather and/or cotton
gloves or gloves made of PVC
supported fabric. Gloves with
rubberised palm/fingers are avail-
able to assist where objects are
slippery.  Protection  against
extremes of temperature is pro-
vided by cloves of insulating
materials. Rubber gloves manu-
factured to BS697 will provide
protection against electric shock
when working on live systems.
Synthetic rubber (neoprene and
nitrite) gloves are available in
various grades to give protection
against a range of chemical haz-
ards.

Limited protection against irri-
tant and degreasing chemicals is
offered by a range of barrier



creams. When barrier creams are
removed, the application of an
“after work” cream may be advis-
able to prevent drying and chap-
ping of skin.

Protective Headwear: This area
is covered by The Construction
(Head Protection) Regulations
1989, making it mandatory for
hard hats to be worn during con-
struction work wherever there is
a risk of injury to the head. There
are two types of safety helmet
available, these are the broad
brim pattern (or “hat”), and hel-
met having a peak at the front
only (or “cap”). The four main
kinds of material used in their
manufacture are fibre glass, alu-
minium alloy, phenolic resin lami-
nated material and various plastic
materials. ~ Appearance  and
weight are factors to be consid-
ered although the main consider-
ation must be the risk against
which they are supplied. These
risks include:

M Abnormal heat where alu-
minium alloy is perhaps best, but
where laminated or fibre glass
helmets may be satisfactory.

M Falling objects and debris, and
sideways crushing for instance
between two bogies in mining
where high peripheral rigidity
would possibly afford the best
protection.

“Bump Caps” are also available
which superficially resemble
safely helmets. They must not be
confused with helmets because
they offer no protection against
impact from falling objects, their
function is simply to protect
against bumping the head, for
example, in a vehicle inspection
pit.

Other types of head protection
are security guard helmets, which
also offer impact protection to the
back of the neck and caps and
snoods, which contain long hair,
for example in food manufactur-
ing or machining operations.

RESPIRATORY PROTECTION
Respirators: Respirators are
designed to filter out the contam-
inants from workplace air. Various
types are available:

M Disposable, light simple face
masks are available to protect
against nuisance dust. They offer
a low level of protection and are
bit effective for dusts in high con-
centration, or for toxic dusts.

M Cartridge type respirators are
also mainly of the ori-nasal type
and give protection against low
concentrations of certain rela-
tively non-toxic gases and
vapours. Cartridges must be spe-
cific to the hazard present, and
must be changed at appropriate
intervals to maintain protection.
M Canister type respirators incor-
porate a full face piece, con-
nected by a tube to a replaceable

canister which is carried by a
sling on the back or side of the
wearer. These respirators give
considerably more protection
than the cartridge type against
larger concentrations of certain
specified toxic gases or vapours,
generally of 1% concentration or
less. It is imperative always to
select the correct canister for use
against any particular gas, and to
make sure that is is not used for
longer than the manufacturers
recommended maximum effec-
tive life (about 30 to 45 minutes).
Both cartridge and canister respi-
rators can be fitted with particu-
lar filters to give protection
against various combinations of
dust and vapour. + Positive pres-
sure powered dust respirators are
connected by a tube to a battery
operated suction unit, carried by
the wearer in a harness. The air is
drawn by the suction unit
through the filters and fed to the
face piece at a controlled flow.

The ori-nasal face piece may be
replaced by a full face piece, or
various hoods or blouses.

The excess of air escaping
around the side of the face piece
prevents leakage inwards and
helps to keep the operator cool
during strenuous work. They are
used mainly against toxic dusts.

HEARING PROTECTORS
Hearing protectors should be pro-
vided in accordance with the
Noise at Work Regulations 1989.
They should be regarded as s
short term measure until noise
can be reduced at source or by
environmental control, and regu-
lar inspections should be carried
out to ensure that they remain
effective. The need for protectors
should be fully explained and
instruction should be given in
their use and care. The TUC rec-
ommend joint consultation before
protectors are issued. Ear protec-
tors include:

M Permanent reusable ear plugs
of soft rubber, or plastic bungs,
which are fitted into the ear
canal. These plugs including “uni-
versal fitting” types should be ini-
tially fitted to the individual by
the trained person, who should
instruct the user on the correct
method of inserting the plugs.
The plug should be kept clean by
regular washing.

M Disposable ear plugs from min-
eral down (or ‘acoustic wool’)
which is extremely fine glass
down, or from waxed cotton
wool. These are intended to be
used only once and then thrown
away.

M High hysteresis expanding
foam disposable plugs. These
mount to fit exactly the ear canal.
M Semi-insert protectors (canal
caps), made of soft rubber.

M Ear muffs. These are hard cups

which fit over the ear and are
sealed to the head with soft cush-
ion seals. They have several
advantages compared with ear
plugs one size will fit most peo-
ple, more protection is usually
provided, and they are easy to
remove and replace, which is an
advantage for people who fre-
quently move from a noisy place
to a quiet place. It is possible to
include ports or valves which can
be manually opened during quiet
periods, or an electronic device
which permits passage of low
intensity signals without attenua-
tion. However, they tend to make
the ears hot, and are bulky so
that they are rather inconvenient
if slipped around the neck when
not in active use. All type of ear
muffs are likely to be damaged,
and it is an advantage if individ-
ual parts, especially the seals, can
be replaced separately and easily,
either at the work place or on the
premises.

M Other types of ear protectors,
such as amplitudes sensitive and
frequency selective types.

PERSONAL BODY
PROTECTION
There are no general require-
ments relating to protective gar-
ments or clothing under the
Factories Act 1961. Certain items
of clothing are, however, required
by Regulations or Orders made
under the Act; there is no corre-
sponding provision in the Offices,
Shops and Railway Premises Act.

When protective clothing is
necessary, attention should be
given to selecting the right type
for the required purpose. Where
different types of equip-
ment are available,
work people
should be con-
sulted, encour-
aged to try them
out and state
their preferences.
If work people play a
part in selection, they
will be more likely to co-
operate in using the
clothes. Persons required to
use it should be told why the
clothing is provided and when
they ought to to wear it.

In some cases there is a
requirement for protection in wet
conditions, for instance that pro-
vided by waterproof aprons, or
suitable overalls for dirty or
potentially dangerous dust work;
or where there is a danger from
acids, oils, caustic substances or
other hazardous chemicals, suit-
able overalls which may need
to be chemical resistant must
be provided. Additionally in a
few instances head
covering may be
required.  Suitable
arrangements should

be made for the care, mainte-
nance and storage of protective
clothing. Where dangerous dusts
exits, such as asbestos, more
details of the items to be supplied
are set out in the Regulations.
With some categories of clothing
it is most important that great
care is exercised in handling cont-
aminated garments which are
being removed or or changed.
Clothing to give protection
against intense heat is sometimes
required and there are various
materials available for this pur-
pose.
M Further information on training
courses and consultancy contact
ATB-Landbase Training Services
(Jean John on 01282 617466 or
Tony Rees on 01686 622799).
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SCOTTISH
REGION

Elliott Small

Tel: 01259 731445
North

A glut of new members to the
Section to report, from Duff
House Royal comes Lenny
Thompson and Steven Mitchell;
from Loch Ness Golf Club, Inver-
ness, James Ross; John Bain from
Thurso; Dean Mitchell from Peter-
head, and James Howe from
Arbroath. Two new Student mem-
bers, Douglas Strang and Steven
Myers join us and Neil Kidd, of
Keith, rejoins the Section. Finally
David Duggan, of Ullapool, but
working at Corrstown GC, County
Dublin, also joins us. We welcome
you all and hope to meet you at
Section events in the near future.

The Scottish Championships
were not so successful for the Sec-
tion this year, weather was great
the course was very enjoyable,
but our scores could not beat the
field this time. Only a couple of
minor placing’s, I'm afraid. Mind
you, the West Section certainly
had some masked men present on
the day and Stewart Taylor’s 63
was a fantastic score to win the
title.

This month at Tulliallan we
have the Norrie Whytock Trophy
and hopefully our team of Chair-
man Hugh Mclatchie, Peterhead;
Scott Williams, Peterculter; Chris
Cumming, Fortrose, and Collin
Burgess, Forres, will retain the
Trophy won last year at Elie.

Steve Macintosh, Blairgowrie,
on one of his regular returns to
the North successfully defended
the Ross-shire County Champi-
onships, but was beaten in a play
off for the North District Champi-
onships.

In this last week we have expe-
rienced some horrendous wet
weather and Morayshire was hit
the worst. Turriff GC was one of
the worst affected and had to
close the course during what is
probably the busiest time for
them. We hope George Geddes
and his team were able to get
things sorted satisfactorily once
the flood water had subsided. The
job is hard enough without extra
problems like this. Indeed we
hope all courses in the area have
recovered by now, and were not

Around the Green

to badly harmed. I am just glad
that my course is on sand and the
water drains away so quickly.
Finally we wish anyone from
the Section going to Cooden
Beach for the BIGGA Champi-
onships all the best.
Tain Macleod

Central

The date for the visit to Stewart’s
Turf Farm at Grahamstone, near
Kinross, has been arranged for
Wednesday, October 1. Full
details will be mailed out to those
who returned their forms express-
ing an interest in attending, so if
you wish to come along, but “for-
got” to return y‘bur form, please
get in touch with me as soon as
possible. Anyone wishing to bring
along a member of their club
committee is most welcome to do
so as it will give them a chance to
see what is involved in taking turf
from the seed in the bag stage
right through to harvesting.

By the time you read this, the
visit to Parkhead Stadium will
probably have taken place — Fri-
day, August 8 - so I will give you
an update in next month’s issue.

The Inter-Club Tournament is
progressing well, with most of the
matches being played within the
given dates, at the moment
Rangemouth A, Tulliallan A and
Auchterarder are leading in their
respective leagues. If anyone
wishes, road maps can be sup-
plied with the locations of the
various clubs taking part as it
appears there is a great wide
world outside the East of Fife.

New members are rather thin
on the ground this month with
only one new one, nevertheless
it's a warm welcome to Jeffrey
Clark, from Gleneagles. Hopefully
Jeffrey will attend some of our
forthcoming events, and who
knows, he may even encourage
some of his work mates to accom-
pany him. While I am on about
membership, at the last count 24
had not renewed for 1997. This is
causing some concern to the com-
mittee, so if you know of anyone
who is in this category ask them
their reasons and if there is any-
thing we can do to rectify the sit-
uation, we will be only too happy
to help.
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

Peter Brown, Head Green-
keeper at Falkland GC, in Fife,
had been nominated to represent
the section in the Toro Award for
Excellence in Greenkeeping and
we all wish him well in the next
stage of the competition. Hope all
goes well for you, Peter.

From all accounts (The Andy O’
Hara version) the football match
between an Andy O’Hara select
and the East Fife Supporters Club
was some game, from here on
you'll have to bear with me!

The star man was Andy O’Hara
and the winning goal, in a high
scoring game, was a fantastic solo
effort from, you've guessed it,
Andy O’Hara. This was his first of
the season and it makes him the
Section’s leading scorer for green-
keepers, I'm beginning to wonder
if he picks any other greenkeepers
in the team. There’s a strong
rumour going around that he has
to work on his own at the
moment and that he is locked out
of the bothy at break time, I won-
der why? The final score remains
a mystery, as [ only heard about
this fantastic goal scored by -
Andy O’Hara! If I ever find out
what really happened I'll let you
know.

Anyway, the after match cele-
brations must have been even
better than the match itself as
that man Andy ****** O’Hara
failed to turn up for our commit-
tee meeting two days later! Andy,
please give me the date of your
next match against Dundee
United ground staff, so that I can
organise the committee meeting
before it. Entry forms for the
Autumn Tournament at Auchter-
arder Golf Club on Thursday, Sep-
tember 18, could be with you now.
If you wish to play, please return
them to me, with the correct
remittance, as soon as possible.

I am still looking for venues for
future golf tournaments any-
where within the section, so if
you fancy hosting one in April or
September/October please let me
know.

This year just seems to have
flown by and we have reached
the time when nominations are
required for the annual Patron’s
Awards. These are given to two
members, who in the opinion of

the committee, have done most to
promote the section at events
throughout the year at both
national and local level. The prize
for each member is an expenses
paid trip to the BTME and semi-
nars at Harrogate in January. If
you have any thoughts on who
should be given this award,
please let me know as soon as
possible.

You will notice that there are a
few “please let me knows”
throughout this month’s news,
but nobody ever does, (except
ANDY O'HARA aaaaaaaahhhh-
hhh) so if you get fed up reading
the same stuff every month
DON’T BLAME ME!

John Crawford

West

What’s happening may be the
question you ask with an empty
column last month. Well at this
time of the year very little is going
on so why write about nothing.
Wait a minute! I just did, and who
says the art of writing is dead.

Just a couple of things to men-
tion, the recent outing at Craig-
millar Park proved a great day
with a lot of success from our Sec-
tion. The West Section won the
team prize and congratulations to
all present for contributing
towards our victory. Sam Morri-
sion (Chairman) always hates
other sections to win.

Well done to Graeme Shearer
and Martin Gorey both of Bal-
more for their scores 56 and 60
respectively. Questions have been
asked already. May I also mention
that I to had a good day with a
net 63. Thanks to all concerned
for the tournament, green staff,
catering, members and officials
for making the day so enjoyable.

New members, we must be a
popular Section some six new
members, lets hope they make the
effort to support the Section
events. Steven Weir, Cawder GC,
Ian Nichol and Alan Jack, Caith-
cart Castle; Hugh Docherty,
Mount Ellen); Allan Hainan,
Elderslie, and last but not least
David Rae, Wiedenmann UK Ltd.
Welcome, all to the Section.

Management Courses have
been organised for October at
Airth Castle Hotel, Falkirk. These



are well run and expensive to
arrange. Your support for these is
required, courses involve: 1) Golf
course design, construction and
establishment (Howard Swan and
Simon Gidman) 2) Recruitment,
selection and interviewing (Brin
Bendon, Vector Training).

These are all essential in
today’s working environment to
aid the manager and assistant
with staff employment and con-
struction projects, so make a
point of contacting Elliot Small or
Ronnie Bunting to book a spot or
two. Prices are £75 for each two
day course including meals
accommodation and tuition.
What better value can you get?

The  Hayter  competition
recently at Lochgreen saw three
qualifiers from the West section to
represent  Scotland. Graeme
Shearer, Stuart Taylor and Alex
Wilson, Kirkhill. Well done and all
the best. The outing to be held at
Hilton Park is sure to be busy so
make a point to sent your entry.
John Robertson and his staff will
have the course in tip top order,
of that you can be positive. The
results of the five a side tourna-
ment and any football arrange-
ments will be in next month’s
issue.

J Stuart Taylor

NORTHERN
REGION

Bob Lupton

Tel: 01782 750539
North West
“I could have done without this
today, the grass is growing like
mad.” This was the greeting I
received from John Berry as I
arrived at Penrith for the annual
Cumbria Cup Tournament on
June 18. Needless to say the
course was in immaculate condi-
tion thanks to John and his staff,
who like everybody else have
been flat out trying to keep the
grass down. Once again Course
Care sponsored the tournament
which is open mainly to the
North West members who work
in the Cumbria area. The weather
was a little mixed but we man-
aged to complete the days golf
before the rain arrived, the day
was completed with a lovely meal
and the prize presentation.

The prize winners were:- 0-9 J.
Berry; 10-18 G. Forbes, C. Clark,
M. Heading, B. Cross; 19-28 S.
Thompson, P Stikzaker, J. Daven-
port, M. Doano. The top scorer of
the day was G. Forbes with 37

points. Many thanks to Penrith
GC for allowing us the courtesy
of the course, Ian Holoran for
organising the day, and to Course
Care for once again kindly spon-
soring the day.

Wednesday June 25 just a few
days after mid-summer’s day,
Longridge Golf Club was the
venue for the Summer tourna-
ment. Summer; the rain came at
us like stair-rods for most of the
day, the wind helping to make
things more difficult (that’s my
excuse) but good scores were
recorded. The course which is sit-
uated on a long high ridge, was
in excellent condition thanks to
John Nicholson and his staff. The
finishing hole on this course must
be one of the steepest climbs in
golf, and certainly made me feel
my age. Perhaps John could
replace a couple of the ball wash-
ers with oxygen bottles, before
our next visit?

The results of the Reg Vickers
Trophy are as follows:- 1. J. Coar
81-67; 2. M. Broughton 87-69; 3.
A. Davies 89-69; 4. P Simpson
83-70; 5. M. Davie 84-72; Guest
J. Walker 72. A great day was
had by all, and I would like to
thank Longridge GC for allowing
us the courtesy of the course, the
Captain for presenting the prizes,
Pauline and Roy for a fantastic
meal and service and Barbara for
making us so welcome. I would
also like to thank Gary Warrall
Ground Care, Rigby Taylor, Rite-
Feed and Cheshire Turf Machin-
ery for helping to swell the prize
table.

I was unfortunately unable to
attend the Spring Tournament at
Didsbury GC, on May 1 so there-
fore unable to see the prize table,
but from what I understand so
many companies supported us
that almost everybody left with a
prize. I would like to thank the
following companies for their
support: Strike Top Turf, Shar-
rocks, Richard Campey, Bath-
gates, Cheshire Turf Machinery,
Gary Worrall Ground Care, Tri-
dent, Peter Barber, Martin broth-
ers, Turner Ground Care,
Construct Golf, Burrows, Far-
mura, British Seed Houses, Ruf-
ford Top Dress, RiteFeed, Aitkens,
Gem and Acorn Equipment.

In a few days from now I will
be taking the N/W qualifiers up
to the regional final at Matfen
Hall GC, Newcastle, by mini bus,
the qualifiers are; Paul Pearse,
Sean Moon, Frank Plat, Lee

McAndrew, Andrew Bennett,
Brian Turner, Scott Moseley,
Stephen Oultram, Alec Davies.
Let’s hope in my new report that
they have all qualified for the
grand final at Ganton GC in Sep-
tember. Any news, view, or
queries give me a ring on 0151
7245412.

Bert Cross

Northern

President’s Day this year was
held at South Leeds GC. The
weather was not too good, but
everyone turned up and braved
the rain. Mel Guy, our Section
President, did an excellent job in
arranging the catering and the
prizes for the day, many thanks to
Mr Richard Kay, of Greentech, for
sponsoring the prizes. A very
unusual sight on the day was to
see our National Chairman, Pat
Murphy, playing a few holes. I
was informed that the ten holes
he played were the first for about
20 years! Thanks Pat for coming
along to the event and kindly
presenting the prizes after the
meal.

The results for the day were as
follows:- Cat 1 — 1. R. Harris; 2.
S. Midgley; 3. D. Collins. Cat 2 —
1. R. Smith; 2. J. White; 3. A.
Court. Cat 3 — 1. T. Arana; 2. R.
Smith; 3. A. Gamble. Trade Prize
- C. Hill.

Thank you to all of the trade
lads who brought along a raffle
prize and to the committee for
their help in making the day run
smoothly. Finally, thanks to Mel
for the beer provided to us all at
the half way point. Hope you
enjoyed “your” day as much as
the rest of us.

At our recent section meeting

held at Bradford GC a few mat-
ters were discussed. The 1998
Annual Dinner Dance is once
more to be held at Bradford GC.
This is due to the 1997 event
being such a success and also
central for the majority of the
people who attend.

Ideas for social events would
be greatly appreciated from
members, possibilities suggested
at the meeting were ten pin
bowling, go-karting, football
matches and clay pigeon shoot-
ing. If anybody has any good
ideas, please let me know.

This year’s Invitation Day Tour-
nament is to be held at Skipton
Golf Club on Wednesday Septem-
ber 3 at 1pm. The closing date
for this event will be two weeks

before the event. This will give
me time to organise fully the
event before I go on holiday. So
please send in your deposits
along with your partner’s name
well in advance to prevent any
problems prior to the event.

Places for the annual “Roses”
match against the North West
Section are now filled. The team
for this year is:- Dave Collins,
Simon Heppenstall, Mick Harris,
Richard Harris, Tony Gerrard,
Ken Purdy, Alan Baxter, Gary Pot-
ter, Colin Garnett, Telford Jarvis,
Marcus  Cordingley, Richard
Smith, Ken Christie, Peter
Thompson, Robin Smith, Dennis
Cockburn, Res: Keith Lumb.

Rigby Taylors are organising a
trip to Tillers Turf of Brigg some-
time in September. Anybody
wishing to go on this visit must
contact Mike Brear on 01943
863856. There is a limit of 30
and applies only to Head Green-
keepers. Book early to avoid dis-
appointment.

If anyone has any news from
around the section please do not
hesitate to contact me at 1 Cock-
ley Meadows, Kirkheaton, Hud-
dersfield, HD5 OLA. Please note
my telephone number has
changed to 01484 317813.

Simon Heppenstall

Cleveland

Neil Austwick of Bedale GC, is
now the new Head Greenkeeper
at Masham GC and Kevin Scarce
has started at Bedale on a youth
training scheme.

Dr James Beard, from Texas
USA, was the speaker at a semi-
nar sponsored by Scotts Fertiliser,
held at the Ramside Hotel GC,
Durham, in May. The many sub-
jects covered like hydrophobic
dry patch, organic root zones,
composed organic matter, and
problems mainly associated with
root zones, of high sand content.
Good husbandry, ie. do not cut
too short, combined with regular
brushing, scarifying, aeration and
top dressing, as and when
required. A lot of good sense was
said, which will relieve young
Head Greenkeepers.

Thanks to Scotts, Aitkens and
Roger Shaw, Course Manager at
Ramside GC.

Lush growing weather is keep-
ing me very busy in the Cleve-
land area. George Salabank
(student) temporary employment
at Eaglescliffe GC.

Bruce Burnell
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MIDLAND
REGION

Peter Larter

Tel: 01480 437507
East Midland
This years Trade v’ Greenkeepers
golf match was again played at
Morley Hayes Golf Club on June
17. The format for the day being
Four Ball Better-Ball, consisting of
five pairs. Some excellent golf
was played by both teams which
resulted in some very close
games, with the Greenkeepers
eventually winning 3 games to 2.
I would like to thank all members
for making up the sides especially
all the following Trade member,
Kevin Kinzer, ET Breakwells;
Keith Sissins & Richard Greatorex,
Charnwood & Highmeres, John
Burnham, Sisis, and to our
Regional Administrator, Peter
Larter, for helping to make up the
Trade side. However we shall
need more Trade members to sup-
port the match next year if it is to
be a success. Finally a special
thank-you should go to Dave
Leatherland for helping to organ-
ise the day. This year’s Hayter
regional final played at The Bar-
wickshire on June 25 was unfor-
tunately played in dreadful
weather conditions, and had to be
restricted to nine holes. The Sec-
tion, however, finished in third
place with four of our members
qualifying for the National Final,
this year held at Ganton. The
region will be represented by the
following four Section members,
Andrew Duncan, Antony Bindley,
Ian Needham and Mark Bindley.
May I also take this opportunity
to wish all members and the
Region the very best of luck in the
Final. This year’s annual East
Midlands versus East of England
Golf match will take place on
Wednesday August 20 at Melton
Mowbray GC. The 1st Tee has
been reserved from 3.45pm, and
the format for the day is a Four-
ball Better-Ball match play. A
team of 10 members will be
required and anybody wishing to
represent the Section can contact
me, and I will forward you an
entry form. Before the end of the
month all members should have
received their Autumn Tourna-
ment entry form. Any member
who has not can contact me, and
I will gladly post a copy onto you.
The Tournament is hosted by
Chevin GC on Wednesday Sep-
tember 3.

Antony Bindley

Midland

Firstly, I would like to congratu-
late the members who qualified
for the Hayter finals from the
regional final at a rather wet War-
wickshire GC, the round was
forced to be cut to nine holes due
to the server weather. The quali-
fiers were as follows - Tony
Cheese, Dartmouth GC; Julian
Chesern, Three Hammers Golf
Centre; Martin Jones, Bridgnorth
GC, well done!

The summer tournament is to
be played on July 7 at the
Worcester Golf and Country Club
and the results from this will be
listed in next month’s report. The
closing date for entries for the
Autumn tournament is the Sep-
tember 1 and this will be played
at North Worcester GC on the
October 2. The annual green-
keeper of the year as you are
probably aware is now sponsored
by Toro and each section has to
submit there entry, last year the
entrant from our Section eventu-
ally won this title. He, of course,
was Cedric Gough from Broad-
way GC. The nomination has now
been sent from our Section to be
assets by the national board, I will
keep you informed and give you
the name of the lucky person
once the assessing has taken
place.

I would like to remind mem-
bers of our regional seminar for
97 this will be held at Northamp-
ton Rugby Club on November 19
further information regarding
speakers and itinerary will be sent
to all members nearer the date.
Jonathan Wood

Mid Anglia
The Regional Final of the Hayter
Challenge Tournament was held
at The Warwickshire, towards the
end of June.

The weather, unfortunately,
took its toll on the competition as
it had to be curtailed after nine
holes due to heavy rain making
the course unplayable. Ironically
the greens, which were built on a
sand construction were fine, but
the rest of the course could not
take the downpours.

Jason Hatton, of Brocket Hall
GC, was the only Section member
to qualify for the National Final,
but the Mid Anglia team came
second overall, so it was a great
effort bearing in mind the condi-
tions. Our thanks go to Peter
Larter, our Regional Administrator
for organising the event so effi-
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ciently, and it was pleasing to see
Neil Thomas and the National
Chairman, Pat Murphy in atten-
dance.

A match against the Midland
Section has been arranged for the
August 12, the venue being Ham-
monds End GC. The format will
be eight a side, and it would be
nice to keep the cup again, so
good luck to everyone who partic-
ipates.

It seems that some members
are unaware that they can claim
tax relief on their membership
fees. For tax purposes, these sub-
scriptions are regarded as profes-
sional fees, and a substantial
amount can be claimed back. Full
details of how to do this can be
obtained from Peter Larter, our
Regional Administration. Give
him a call if you need more infor-
mation.

Finally, our Summer Tourna-
ment is being held this month at
Arkley GC on the 22nd. Entries
should be in by now, and please
note that it will be played over 27
holes, not 36 as listed in the fix-
ture card.

Paul Lockett

SOUTH EAST
REGION

Derek Farrington
Tel: 01903 260956
Sussex

The summer meeting was held at
Haywards Heath GC, although
those who played might of been
forgiven for thinking it was
March. It was pouring with rain
when we arrived at 7am and was
still pouring after the morning
round. Thankfully it cleared up by
the time we set off for the after-
noon round, but by this time the
weather had taken its toll on all
the competitors. Before I give the
results I must congratulate Peter
Ray and his staff for presenting
the course so well, having three
weeks of rain prior to holding a
BIGGA event is not what you
need.

The results of the morning
round sponsored by Farmura
were as follows:- 1. Rob Hudson —
net 73; 2. Chris Reed - net 74; 3.
Paul McDowell - net 79. Third
place was won on count back
from Derek Coomber, Tony Brem-
mer and Mike Ring. The trade
prize was won with net 71 by Phil
Chalk. As you can see by the score
the weather had its effect.

The afternoon Stableford was
sponsored = by John Shaw

(Machinery) Limited and the
results were as follows:- 1. Jon
Hill; 2. Charlie Messenger; 3.
Tony Bremmer; Trade prize Ian
Smith. Thanks to Brian Hughes,
Club Captain, for presenting the
prizes and all the staff of Hay-
wards Heath for making it a suc-
cessful day despite the rain.
Lastly, it was nice to see Chris
Allen at the lunch and let’s hope
its not too long before you are
back playing Chris.

Colin Cathie

East Anglia

The sun shines on the righteous
which probably explains why it
was persisting with rain at our
Felixtowe bash. Bartram Mowers
were the sponsors for the day
which baled out as follows:- 0-9
1. A. Carter 38; 2. R. Boyce 36; 3.
P Howard 38. 10-18 1. D. Charles
35; 2. M. Hulley 31; 3. I. Willett
29. 19-28 1. E. Hart 29; 2. R.
Mitchell 28; 3. T. Hudlestone 26.
Guest 1. K. Kutting 37; 2. C.
Rushbrook 35; 3. K. Flaig 34.
Nearest Pin — I. Willett. Longest
Drive - I. Skellon. Loo Seat — Sam
Sylvester, Nearest Bar — Everyone
else.

I must mention Colin Rush-
brook who swam ever so well
upon receiving his prize. He
thanked his mentor Bob Che-
sham, his caddy Roger “Fanny”
Eane and David Bedwetter for the
use of his video.

Our thanks must go to Uncle
George for presenting a first rate
paddy field, the Captain of Felix-
towe ferry, whose name escapes
me, the food was good, (rice)
wonder who grew that?

Seriously, it was a good day and
a lot of effort went into it, our
thanks to Mr Cutting the CPT for
presenting the prizes which were
donated by:- Bartram Mowers,
Collier Turf Care, Rushbrooks,
Sisis, Rigby Taylor, Turf Actant,
CMW, and Mr Cutting. Thank you
George and Felixtowe for a super
day out.

The Hayter Challenge Regional
Final took place at Ham Manor
and our lad Martin Myson won
his Section. The match was aban-
doned after nine holes and Martin
was already five under par with a
net 31 well done my son (excuse
the pun) next stop Ganton. Just
to finish of way back in May
Rushbrooks, Sisis, Levingtons and
Rhone Polenc sponsored a terrific
golf day at Brett Vale GC. On
behalf of all who went I would



like to say thank you. It was
appreciated.

Our East Anglia Section is
doing nicely thank you and if
there is anyone just over the bor-
ders like, Cambridgeshire, Nor-
folk, Essex, Suffolk who would
like to join our happy band just
give Tan Willett a ring on 01842
754241. It is a good day out at a
reasonable price, but you must
have a sense of humour and a
good set of waterproofs.

Mark Lathrope

Essex

A rather quite month in Essex
Clubhaus Plc. now own Bentom
Hall, Staplefort, Abbotts and
Three Rivers Golf Club, course
manager Ray Mitchell at Beliton
hall tells me he is holding a
seniors tour event with highlights
on Sky TV.

On the education front Writtle
College are now offering two new
courses, NVQ as a series of short
courses, inviting students to
attend as few or many of the
courses they require Higher
National Certificates in Horticul-
ture Sports Turf Science. This
course will be held mainly in the
winter months, for more details
contact either Mark or Brenda at
the college. BIGGA Regional
Supervisory and Management
two day course 14th-15th Octo-
ber at the Blue Boar Hotel, Mal-

don. For further Information
contact Ken or Sami on
01347838581.

Dates for your diary:- Friday
December 12, Dinner Dance —
Details to follow. Thursday
August 14, Golf Day — The War-
ren GC, sponsored by P Tuckwill
Ltd. Thursday September 25,
Seminar — Writtle College. Thurs-
day October 9, Golf Day - Stock
Brook Manor GC.

Dave Wells

SOUTH WEST
AND SOUTH
WALES REGION
Paula Humphries

Tel: 01363 82777
South West
June saw the South West area
host the regional final of the Hay-
tor challenge for the South West
and South Wales at Burnham and
Berrow. All the competitors were
greeted by Scott MacCallum and
our Chairman Pat Murphy who
visited all the Regional finals. Just
as welcoming was the weather
which turned out to be one of the

few sunny and calm days in the so
called month of June. Despite the
near perfect conditions our region
didn’t come up with the usual
plethora of scintillating perfor-
mances. Nevertheless A. Knight in
category 2 and J. Cooper in cate-
gory 3 have qualified for the trip
to Ganton and may the best of
luck go with them. The secret of
playing Ganton is to hit the ball
very long and very straight and to
hole all of your putts. So I hope
that bit of advice will give you
confidence. The greens at Burn-
ham were their usual perfection
thanks to Jock Millar and his staff.
I don’t care where one plays in
this world, you won't get better
surfaces than those with their
blend of bent, fescue and that type
of fine poa that the likes of Baren-
brug et al would kill to be able to
grow and market. One sees the
developed creeping bent monocul-
tures of America but after a days
play the greens we played on
were as sure, fast and as unspiked
us as they were in the morning
and that’s something you do not
see at Augusta.

An excellent meal and the prize
giving rounded off a very enjoy-
able day although it was tinged
with a degree of regret that Hay-
tor’s will not be sponsoring next
year’s event. Our thanks must go
to Gordon and Marion for their
starting, checking in, score count-
ing and organisation etc. for
which we are all very grateful.

Later in the month a hand
picked, highly select team of the
finest golfers of the South West
greenkeepers were amassed to
take on a group of elderly, slightly
arthritic secretaries carrying about
40 stone of beer gut between
them. We lost two matches to
three. However, the ensuing post
mortem concluded that the secre-
taries won by way of their low
stress jobs, the inordinate amount
of time they spend playing golf
and also the fact that they can
choose their own handicaps to suit
the condition of their liver on any
one particular day. Despite this
humiliation a delightful day was
had by all and sundry on Ivor
Scoones' immaculate course at
Long Ashton. So good was the
condition that I actually overheard
some of the long standing mem-
bers in the bar remark that the
greens were the best they had
ever known them and these mem-
bers looked like they had been
playing them for a good 90 years. =

MORE
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FOR YOUR
MONEY

The Turf Tidy’s unique suck and throw developed by
Charterhouse ensures that every load taken to the dump
comprises material compressed to ,

its minimum space and the
hopper filled to its maximum.
This saves its operator or
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and money.
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This match was our Captain, Tim
Dabernetts, last as he is leaving
the industry to follow a different
career. Everyone wishes him the
best of luck for the future and
would like to thank him for all his
past help. We would also like to
thank Awoncrop for providing the
wine on the table and the prizes
for this match, all of which is very
much appreciated.

It was interesting listening to
the secretaries during our excel-
lent dinner reflecting on how their
job has changed over the years
and how gone are the days when
the secretary was an ex-military
type who would spend his days
hurling abuse at the members. A
great pity that, after all someone’s
got to do it.

Marc Haring

South Coast
Our autumn golf meeting will be
held at Barton on Sea GC on
Thursday, October 9, not as shown
in your programmes, as October
3. The competition will be an 18
hole Stableford, all entries com-
plete with current handicaps,
should be addressed to:- Tony
Gadd, Cherry Trees, Lymington
Road, Milford on Sea, Hants,
S041 0QL. Tel: 01590 643746.
The cost of the days events will
be made known later, all entries to
be with Tony by first post Tuesday,
September 30, also on September
3 we have our annual match
against the South West Section.
Last year we only managed to
halve the match. However, we still
retain the trophy, lets have a good
win this year lads, and make sure
of retaining the trophy. This year
we're on home ground at High
Post GC, all those wishing to be
selected for the team contact Tony.
The Regional Finals of the
Hayter National Tournament were
held at Burnham and Berrow on
June 11th. By the reports I have
had, everyone had a good day and
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
The South Coast did not fair too
well this year I'm afraid, the only
qualifier we had was Phil and the
very best of luck in the National
Final at Ganton GC on September
18. On behalf of the section quali-
fiers I would like to thank Hayter’s
for their support, the Captain and
Committee for allowing the tour-
nament to be held at Burnam &
Berrow, the caterers, who I am
told provided a superb meal, the
man above for providing a perfect
sunny day. Thanks also to the
organisers from the Region. Every-

thing was spot on and no hiccups.
Last but not least Jock Millan and
his staff, who presented the course
in fantastic condition - the greens
were out of this world, it just goes
to show that experience really
does count. Well done Jock.

Jeff Drake has asked me to give
another mention about the trip to
the London Golf Club, as I said in
last month’s magazine, Jeff
requires names as soon as possible
so that he knows the size of the
coach to book. At the moment
there is no restriction on numbers,
however we do need your names
so that we can get things organ-
ised in plenty of time. To refresh
you memories the trip will be on
November 6, all of you who wish
to make the trip contact Jeff on
01722 503938. I would imagine
the coach would start in the
Bournemouth area, up through
Southampton across Hampshire,
Sussex on to Seven Oaks in Kent.
If we get good support further
into Dorset then we will have to
reconsider our start point, it will
be a good day out, I have no
doubt there will be a stop on the
way for refreshments (liquid or
otherwise).

During the month of June I had
the proud task of visiting a num-
ber of golf courses in our Section,
this was part of the selection
process of the Toro Award for
Excellence in Greenkeeping. After
the write up in the magazine
regarding the award, there were
seven nominations in our section,
out of the seven nominations
three Head Greenkeepers/Course
Managers filled out the applica-
tion forms. At the three courses I
visited I found the applicants to be
very proud of their courses and
their achievements. This made it
very difficult to select the winner
as each course was in excellent
condition on the day of my visit
and was all extremely well man-
aged, however at the end of the
day your committee decided that
Trevor Smith, the Course Manager
from Canford Magna, should be
our nomination from the South
Coast Section.

Trevor will now go through to
the regional selection finals and
hopefully to the national finals at
Aldwark. Congratulations, Trevor
and all the best in the remainder
of the competition. At this point
on behalf of the Section I would
like to thank Toro for sponsoring
this award, the overall winner will
travel to the States for a visit to
the Toro factory and the American
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Trade Show. The overall winner’s
club will receive a Toro Greens
Machine, courtesy of Toro, so as
you can see gentlemen those of
you who did not fill in your appli-
cation forms have missed out on a
hell of a lot.

Ken Lodge

Devon & Cornwall

I'd like to start my report this
month by congratulating Robert
Brewer on his recent appointment
as Director of Golf at St Mellion
International, also congratulations
and good luck go to Terry Farkins
of Dartmouth Golf & Country Club
on being nominated the Section’s
representative for the regional
final of the new Toro Excellence in
Greenkeeping award. As promised
last month I can now give you
details of our forthcoming winter
meetings:- The Roffeys meeting,
October 8, Bowood GC; The
Devon Garden Machinery meet-
ing, November 12, Woodbury G &
CC; The PJ Flegg meeting, Decem-
ber 10, Okehamton GC; The
Barenbrug meeting, February 4,
Bude GC; The Avoncrop meeting,
March 4, Staddon Heights GC;
The Rhone Poulenc & Supaturf
meeting, April 1, West Cornwall
GC.

The golfihg format for these
meetings will stay the same as
previous years, with the sponsor
of the day giving a ten minute pre-
sentation on their products. Once
again the Section is indebted to all
our sponsors for their support.

I have also finalised our educa-
tional speakers for our winter
meetings:-  Roffeys  meeting
speaker — Cannington College,
subject Winter Golf; DGM meet-
ing, AGM; PJ Flegg meeting,
Entertainer; Barenbrug meeting,
Robert Brewer, subject, Business
Planning for Greenkeeping; Avon-
crop meeting, Robert Laycock,
Grass Leaf tissue analysis — Neces-
sary or Not; Rhone Poulenc and
Supaturf meeting, Cornwall
Wildlife, Ecological Management
Plan.

Richard Whyman

South Wales

It is with great sadness that I
should inform you of the tragic
loss of one of our oldest and most
respected members, Ted Thomp-
son. Ted, formerly of the St Pierre
Golf & Country Club, was an
ardent supporter of BIGGA and all
we stand for. Those with good
memories will remember that he
sent his apologies to last year’s

AGM, with a footnote stating that
his absence was only his second in
33 years of supporting BIGGA and
the earlier associations. Ted will
be sorely missed by all those who
knew him. He was a true gentle-
man and a friend to everybody.
My personal thanks to Phil Swain
who attended the funeral on our
behalf not only to represent the
association, for Phil was one of
Ted’s nearest and dearest friends.

I was one of the lucky ones
invited by my local Dealer “Power
Cut” of Carmarthen who had the
pleasure of attending the first ever
John Deere European Feedback
‘97 programme, held in Bruchsal,
Germany last month. At the
Bruchsal GC we were asking by
John Deere to assess 34 pieces of
machinery at five different sta-
tions, around the golf course and
give unbiased feedback via ques-
tionnaires relating to build quality,
ease of use, ease of adjustment,
comparison with others, etc. of
each machine. An excellent trip,
despite the early starts, was it
really only two days, it felt more
like a week. My sincere thanks to
both Malcolm Rees, proprietor of
“Power Cut” and also Huw
Thomas for their hospitality. To
Steve, the bagman! For the enter-
tainment and especially the how
to create your very own DIY pic-
nic! (He knows who he is.) A good
time was had by all, some new
friends made and some old aquan-
tences renewed. Many thanks
John Deere!

Congratulations to our only
qualifier for the Hayter Finals to
be held at Ganton GC on Septem-
ber 18. Good luck Darly, do us
proud. Good luck also to Steve
Price, Steve has been appointed
Head Greenkeeper at the new
Garnant Park GC near Amman-
ford. The new council owned,
Parkland Course has been chal-
lenge to all categories of golfer.
Our thanks to Mr JDB Thomas and
Pencoed College for inviting us to
take part in their College Open
Day, last month. At the college we
had on display, BIGGA merchan-
dise, videos, books, etc. As well as
a highly trained team of BIGGA
promotional personnel, although
not as pretty as the Miracle Profes-
sional Lady. Ready and willing to
answer questions regarding the
association and relating to mem-
bership, worthwhile event, never
the less. My thanks to those who
helped out, namely Mike Williams
and David Ward.

Peter Lacey



AAAAAAA
OOOOOOOOOO

SPRAYING AIDS &
ENVIRONMENTAL
MONITORING

Professional Solutions for the Green Environment




ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING

Dol o B

" Low cost pH meter 03011
3 +  Economic low cost pH probe to give an indication of soil pH.
~ Soil probe pH Meter 03012

High quality soil probe to give accurate pH measurement between
pH's of 3.5 and 8.0 without the need for preparing soil solutions,
with the added benefit of an integral moisture meter.

Electronic pH Meter 03013

Electronic pH meter for measuring pH of soil sample in solution.

Rain Gauge plus Spike 03015

Larger 50 mm/m’ capacity rain gauge for monitoring water application,
complete with its own mounting spike for easy re-positioning,

Moisture Smart 03016

The Moisture Smart watering gauge is a breakthrough in
water management for the professional greenkeeper and
private homeowner.

Knowledge of the current irrigation requirement for healthy,
well watered grass provides the basis on which the user can
determine when and how long to run a sprinkler system for
the selected turf or landscape area. The Moisture Smart, a
portable, miniature pan evaporimeter conveniently provides
this information.

The Moisture Smart is simply ‘planted’in the selected area. The instrument then behaves like
a mechanical plant and begins accounting for evaporation, rainfall, irrigation and soil-stored
moisture within that area.An easy to read scale determines how much water is required.

Standard Rain Gauge 03014

40 mm/m* capacity rain gauge for wall or post mounting. Ideal for monitoring water input from either
rain or sprinklers.

WSP Sling Shot 03017
The ideal applicator for WSP dispersal into lakes.

Digital pH Meter 03018
Easily used electronic pH meter for measuring pH of lakes and irrigation water.
Water Thermometer (Float) 03019

Floating thermometer for measuring temperature of lakes.

Brass Soil Probe 03022
Top quality soil probe (max. depth 200 mm.)




Standard Minimum/Maximum 03023
Wall mounted min./max. thermometer for recording extremes
of temperature.
Pocket Soil Thermometer 03020
Digital pocket size probe for measuring soil temperature,
As supplied with the Meterite kit.
Economy Soil Probe 03021

Heavy duty probe for testing soil temperature in root zone
(max. depth 130 mm.) As supplied with the Meterite kit.

Digital Minimum/Maximum 0302

Electronic min./max. with dual display and remote sensor.

As supplied with the Meterite kit.

Large Wall Thermometer 03025
Large display thermometer. Limits 40 to +60°C.

Meterite Kit 03010

Fitted carry case containing:

Low cost pH meter

Digital min./max. thermometer
Economy soil thermometer probe
Pocket soil thermometer

Weather Station 03026
Complete weather station panel.
Stainless steel case contains Hydrometer,
Barometer and Thermometer.

Aneroid Barometer 03027
Monitor changing weather conditions by variations
in air pressure.

' Dial Hydrometer 03028

Use to monitor relative humidity and moisture
content in the atmosphere.

Wind Wizard 03029

Top quality wind speed meter, for judging suitable
spraying conditions.




Drift Control

With the current environmental concerns, it is especially important to
keep fertiliser and pesticide sprays under control. Define™ drift control
additive ensures the accurate spraying these requirements demand.

The uniform size of the spray droplet produced by Define™ promotes
consistency in application, and also reduces drift prone particles and
spray evaporation. This saves wastage on material costs and avoids
potential problems from chemical trespass. Because of its unique
formulation, Define™ maintains the same high level of drift reduction
throughout the entire application.

Unlike some other drift control products, the performance of Define™
is unaffected by the constant pounding and shearing that occurs as the
spray solution is continually forced through pumps, screens and nozzles. In addition, Define™
disperses much faster into spray solutions than other drift control products.

Define™ should be applied at 120g. per 100 Its. of spray solution, so for this reason we have

pre-packed Define™ in two convenient sizes.

1. Define™ WSP (120g.) - 6 WSP per case - each WSP will treat 100 Its.

2.Define™ DF (Dry Flow) 360g. Foil packs - 6 foil packs per case - each foil pack will treat
300 Its. of water.

WSPs are ideal for small tanks/mixers as no measurement is required. The WSP is simply added
to the solution and will dissolve completely. Foil packs are better for large tanks (300 Its.)
where one pack can be opened and added (not water soluble).

Foam Concentrate

Specifically designed for use with conventional foam marking systems, this long
lasting formula will not stain turf or equipment. Bout Marker will remain on the
surface long enough for it to be clearly seen on the return pass. The foam has
been tested under tough weather conditions to ensure its effectiveness in all
spraying environments. Boutmarker concentrate is bio-degradable.

Available in 1 It. containers.

Dry Antifoam
Even spray application with reduced filling and mixing time is assured with the
elimination of unwanted foaming in spray tanks caused by agitation. Shake Down
is a silicone based formulation which quickly eliminates foam on contact. Shake
Down is completely innocuous to chemicals and will not clog spray nozzles.

Available in cases of 6 x 226g.

Spray Tank Cleaner

A special chemical possessing a powerful cleaning ability, Neutralize™ will directly attack
pesticide or herbicide particles that remain in the tank when changing chemicals. Tank
Cleaner enables the user to quickly clean the tank and start a new application with the same
tank. Tank Cleaner eliminates potential damage to crops from cross-contamination. Ideal for
large tanks or backpack sprayers.

Amenity Technology Products Ltd., Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street, Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX
Telephone +(44) 0118 951 0033 Fax +(44) 0118 951 0044



NEARY ROTARY BLADE GRINDER

The Neary rotary blade grinder features a controlled sharpening process to
minimise blueing of the blade and therefore preserve the life of the blade.
The blade grinding angle is set by a lockable adjustment so all blades are
sharpened to the same angle further preserving blade life. A vacuum
attachment can be supplied to minimise risk from grinding dust and a
magnetic blade balancer/truing gauge and deburring stone can also be
supplied to provide a self contained system with the work stand that takes up
only 2 square feet of workspace. The stand is fitted with castor wheels to
enhance mobility of the unit.

B 1 HP direct drive motor

B 240V or 110V available

B Two years interest free finance available (Workstation only).

Want to know more? Ring us for details or to arrange a demonstration on
01844 274127 or contact us on our web page: http://www.risboroturf.co.uk/rts

RISBORO’ m TURF

GROUNDCARE SERVICES & SUPPLIES TO THE PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1980

*SITESAFE

) MODULAR SYSTEMS

...make all the difference to secure
storage & accommodation units.

WORKSHOP

For further information

please contact:

Irvine Weston on Tel: 01427 752058 or
Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd. Park Farm,
Dunsdale, Guisborough,
Cleveland. TS14 6RQ.

Tel: 01642 475009 or Fax: 01642 471036.
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SIT Eb‘j?lili

LIMITED

AD

" REF

386

AD
REF
56

WE'RE
HOPING FOR RAIN!
with the...

INFLATABLE

FRAMELESS GROWING DOME

- because we know we’ll be one of
the driest places to visit at the
Saltex "97 Exhibition
from 2-4 September...

Come and see us on Stand A50!

TURF

| MAINTENANCE

EXHIBITION
1997

The only trade fair in the Irish State dedicated
to the maintenance of amenity turf.

Due to the great demand for space, the fair now
| occupies Ireland’s most prestigious exhibition hall,
the Main Hall of the RDS, Dublin.

Essential for greenkeepers, groundsmen,
county councils and corporations or indeed
anyone responsible for the upkeep
of large grass areas.

CANYOUAFFORDTO MISSIT?
Dates are 5th and 6th November 1997

Phone, fax, e-mail or write for your free invitation to:
Fairlink Ltd., 58 Clonard Court,
Balbriggan, Co. Dublin, Ireland

Tel: 00 353 1 841 1362 Fax: 00 353 1 841 2934

E-mail: jbreivik@iol.ie
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Wetting Agents.
You should know the score.

{ STRI WETTING AGENT TRIALS 1995 }—
WATER PENETRATION 6 MONTHS AFTER INITIAL TREATMENT
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TURFEX AQUAMASTER PRIMER ULTRAFLO
6 2 6 1
PRODUCT AND NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS

Or to put it another way...

Where other leading wetting agents
needed up to SIX treatments,
just ONE application of Ultraflo
did the same job, FASTER.

iTax
Ultraflo

THE BETTER WETTER

'??; Vitax Ltd, Owen Street, Coalville, Leics LE67 3DE
Tel: 01530 510060 Fax: 01530 510299




Dutch golf course architect he frustrated cry, “This course playing on some of the older, fairway where a shot can land
and R&A member, Joan Dudok is too difficult” after hours of  greart courses of the world. with impunity. This may mean
Van Heel, reveals some of his thwarted effort can be heard so A course being too difficult, the sacrifice of a stroke but if one
pet hates in course design. often by keen and dedicated objectively, is really quite rare. is prepared not to listen to that

golfers of the last 20 years when l'here are always large areas on a seductive voice of your alter ego =
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This course is too

BIFFIEULY!

to go for broke, then this sacrifice
should be seen as a quite normal
reduction of your available num-
ber of strokes which is calculated
on a handicap based on one’s
prowess. There is no law that
says that 18 pars are compulsory
for every golfer. You would, when
playing tennis, not expect to play
like Sampras, who hits the ball
more often and harder over the
net than most, and yet play tennis
on the same sized court with the
same height of the net and both
enjoy playing the game.

In most games and sports, not
only power counts, but even
more cunning, strategy, patience,
playing within your limits which
you know best yourself.

Establish your own pars,
bogeys and double bogeys before
you go out with honest modesty,
stick to those and you will find
not only few courses are difficult
but also that you are winning
most of your games.

Too difficult according to my
experience means unfair and for
a golf architect to be accused of
unfair design really hurts and
should send him running back to
the drawing board. Unfair design
implies, presenting the golfer
with difficulties that are illogical,
not to be circumvented, the pun-
ishment for a not quite perfect
shot not fitting the crime, and not
providing the opportunity for the
basic chess-like manoeuvring
which is such a decisive factor in
golf.

This unfairness sometimes gets
gimmicky; unfortunately one
finds at times that a golf course
designer has not sufficient knowl-
edge and experience of the game
itself and the wish to be different
(and therefore hopefully known)
runs away from the subtle dic-
tates of the game and the envi-
ronment.

I'm afraid having to confess an
innate dislike for, and consider
unfair, the gimmicky appearance
of revetted bunkers with vertical
walls. On seaside courses, with
prevailing western winds, with
bunkers facing East, revetting and
fairly steep walls to keep the sand
in place can be justified, hut does
one need vertical walls, to
achieve this aim, which will never
give such bunkers the appearance
of having been created by wind
erosion and look utterly unnat-
ural, like a wound in nature, are
expensive to build and will often
give the unfortunate golfer who

may have just failed to clear such
a bunker another “punishment
not fitting the crime” with unfair,
if not unplayable lies .

I have played at Muirfield since
1946 but yet had to play so often
sideways or backwards out of
bunkers than during my last visit.
My three partners and myself
played three rounds which meant
between us 216 holes and at least
40 times or 20% during which a
recovery from a bunker in the
direction of the hole was impossi-
ble.

I know that on the short 13th
this has always been the case and
is one of the features of the
course but to have vertically or
revetted bunker walls on practi-
cally every second hole of this
beautiful course seems out of
order. Never could it have been
the intention of the Good Saint
Andrews to punish unfairly in sit-
uations which are out of context
with the surroundings. If there is
a general feeling that the top
golfer should be punished for
inaccuracy, do so by other fair
and not foul means.

To put too punishing bunkers
for slightly wayward shots lacks
imagination. There are more sub-
tle and architecturally better and
more natural ways to make a
course difficult and strategically
more demanding.

A bunker should look natural,
indeed as if shaped by wind and
erosion (even if there is no partic-
ular exposure to winds!)

The revetted bunker with near
vertical walls has certainly no
place on non-seaside courses
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Pine Valley GC photographed by BRIAN MORGAN
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(sometimes on flat “powder”
courses like in the Netherlands a
more elaborate bunker construc-
tion on the “lee” side has a point)
as they are costly to build and too
blatantly man-made.

In such situations the epitaph
“unfair” is indeed justified.

Pine Valley, considered to be
the most difficult course in the
world, can also be “mastered” by
using one’s head and relying on
strategy. If anywhére, here one
has to swallow one’s pride and be
prepared to give a few strokes to
Par. I ought to know as it took me
at least 10 rounds of humiliation
(including taking nine strokes to
get out of a particular pot-bunker
on the 10th, the Devil’s Arse hole)
to allow modesty to prevail and
accept scores varying from 78 to
87! Strategy is the key to a good
score: Accepting to play for a
probable Bogey with a putting
change for a par, instead of an
unlikely, albeit heroic par effort
which may end in disaster.

A good golf course should
never be penal, but reward good
course management with the
occasional  situation  where
courage and heroic inspiration
gets an extra reward.

Neither is exaggerated length
necessary nor to be recom-
mended: A short Par 4 cleverly
defended, punishes impetuosity
more than a long long Par 5, and
will give the not so good but cun-
ning player a chance to get his
Par. After all, there are no hard
and fast rules in measurement at
a golf course. Unlike football
fields, cricket pitches or tennis

B Jiitoe s oa

courts, a golf course is dictated by
Nature and the creative feeling of
the architect to follow the con-
tours and idiosyncrasies of the
site. That makes golf a special
sport, not only the game itself but
the enormous variety of one’s
environment.

This also applies to the often
heard criticism that one should
not have two consecutive Par 5’s
or Par 3’s? Although,three Par 4’s
in a row are considered accept-
able! If nature gives a marvellous
opportunity to make a really
good hole one should take it
regardless of the length. Equally
one should not forego this oppor-
tunity in order to increase the
SSS and thereby sacrifice a good
hole. A golf course should
demand to be played with sound
and strategical thinking, which
will be rewarded if the architect
has done his homework.

Sometimes one hears the com-
plaint that a Par 4 is too long to
get on in two shots for the aver-
age player. Where is it written
than getting on the green in the,
for “the par player”, required
number of strokes should apply
to the average player? The fact
that John Daly can hit a green of
a 632 yard hole in two shots does
not make that hole a Par 4!

Once I happened to overhear a
conversation in the locker room
after the opening of a course
designed by myself. Apparently
the course was found difficult,
but one reasonably senior golfer
did not quite agree, “provided
you use your head”. This remark
made my day!



So tru 5tworthy,

Over the last fifteen years,

greenkeepers and groundsmen have
come to rely on good old Super

Mosstox.

Always effective and reliable, Super
Mosstox just gets straight on with
the job of controlling moss - on fine

turf or hard surface areas.

And it's just as good today as it's
always been. So when moss makes

an unwelcome comeback, just

remember faithful old Fido. It wont

let you down.

el RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY

Rhane-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex (M5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119,
SUPER HOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN. MOSSTOX IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD.
ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339) © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD 1997.




Watermation has undergone some major
changes in the past 18 months as Scott
MacCallum found out when he visited one
of the latest companies to join BIGGA’s
Golden Key programme.

atermation has been a name synony-

mous with golf irrigation since installing
its first fully automatic system at Sundridge
Park in Kent over 27 years ago. It is the com-
pany’s proud boast that almost every Open
Championship venue which possesses auto-
matic irrigation has a Watermation system.

It is a record of which any company would
be proud but, under new ownership and man-
agement introduced at the beginning of 1996,
the company is now looking ahead to greater
success rather than harbouring any thoughts
of resting on its laurels.

“Over the years Bill Hawthorn and Robin
Sitwell built up a superb brand name,”
explained Managing Director Ray Lewis, of
the two original founders of the company. “Go
to almost any golf course in the country and
you'll get some sort of indication of Waterma-
tion’s influence. We've got a very good and a
very loyal client base,” explained Ray, who
showed his own prowess on the golf course by
captaining Watermation’s team to victory on
BIGGA's 10th anniversary golf day.

Ray bought into Watermation when both
Bill and Robin expressed a desire to wind
down from the rigours of running the com-
pany and, as well as a shrewd business brain,
Ray has brought a brand of enthusiasm and
drive to the company which has seen major
changes in the last 18 months.

“The first thing the managers and I did was
have a brain storming session which lasted 12
hours during which ideas, potential improve-
ments and criticisms were aired. These were
all fed into a computer by everyone indepen-
dently so no-one knew where they had come
from. Everyone knew what the problems were
but no-one wanted to admit to them. That’s
not uncommon.

“By the end we were all absolutely exhausted
but I had a hit list of what needed to be done,”
said Ray.

The principle objective highlighted was a
need to regain Watermation’s original market.

One of the first tasks was to put in place a
sales team and a Production Manager, both of
which were new to the company.

“We had been a reactive rather than a pro-
active company. Sales were generated by
phone calls which came in. That was it
in terms of getting business. I saw
it as extremely positive that the
company achieved the level of ‘h
business which it did withouta &
sales force or a production
manager,” said Ray. >3

Next we needed to look at
the sourcing of components for
the Watermation product range.

“I thought it would be better if
we bought our parts from a number of
suppliers and not just one.”

Since those initial changes were put in place
the company has benefited immensely.

“We have made tremendous progress. We
have grown by around 35% on a year on year
basis and our staffing level has risen from 45
to 65,” explained Ray.

Included in that number are four installa-
tion teams who, together with two long estab-
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atermation
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lished and highly regarded sub-contractors,
ensure that the company’s commitment to
quality is consistent.

“We've gone out to recruit people who have
a greenkeeping background and who know
what they are doing on a golf course. We

spent a lot of time last year finding
these people and training them,” Ray
explained.

“Most of the work we do is up-
grades although we also do com-
pletely new systems. We sell
anything from something worth
a couple of pounds to others

worth as much as half a million.”

Another area which is receiving the

Ray Lewis attention is the service
division.

“We have half a dozen qualified engineers
who are on the road continually and we are
going to spend more time on our maintenance
activity. That will be one of our key strategic
moves for the next 12 months.”

While ensuring that the home market is not
neglected Watermation is researching possible
markets in Europe.

“We've got to find a formula which enables

ompany

us to do business in Europe and to do that we
must do a thorough research into the opportu-
nities. We want to do that before we commit
our investment,” explained Ray, as we sat in
the Aldershot Headquarters of the company.

Richard Pocock, as European Contract Sales
Manager and Training Manager, is the man
charged with researching the business oppor-
tunities outside the UK.

“In America we are not seen in the same
profile as some of the other companies but in
Europe we operate on a level playing field,”
he explained.

“We provide what we feel is needed out in
the market place. We listen to what our cus-
tomers want and design their systems accord-
ingly,” explained Richard, an Australian whose
irrigation experience has taken him all over
the world.

Watermation produced an extensive “Mis-
sion Statement” at the beginning of the new
regime. An internal document, it outlines the
aims of the company and the way it intends
achieving them. Training looms large through-
out.

The company has embarked on a pro-
gramme whereby every individual undergoes



some form of training whether it be internal
based product training, working under the
NVQ system for customer service on which
around a dozen people are working at the
moment or advanced sales management train-
ing.

“We identified that there was a bit of a gap
in the greenkeeping industry in its knowledge
of irrigation,” explained Ray:

“Richard is engaged in a training needs
analysis, part of which is talking to BIGGA,
part of it is talking to colleges and part of it is
talking to greenkeepers so that we can get an
overall idea of what help we, as a supplier, can
give in that respect,” said Ray.

“We stood back and took the decision that
as a large player in the industry we ought to
be part of BIGGA's Golden Key sponsorship
programme,” explained Ray.

Watermation claims a unique place in the
irrigation industry as the only company which
manufacturers its own components, designs
and installs the system and maintains the
whole system. Last year, amid all the other
progress, it was decided to move away from
being a company which purely sold impact
drive sprinklers to become a company which

would offer the customer a choice.

“I don’t see too many changes in the funda-
mental mechanical product in the future but
where I do see a change is on the electronic
side. I am sure there are a lot of things where
we can learn from other industries and apply
them to this area,” said Ray.

Watermation may suffer in comparison with
the larger companies when it comes to invest-
ment potential but they have hit on a innova-
tive way around that shortcoming.

“We, as a company, are too small to invest a
great deal in research and development so
with that in mind we have linked up under the
Government’s Teaching Companies Scheme
with the University of Reading. The University
provides us with access to all of the facilities
and a graduate who can work on research for
us.

“It's another example of us thinking ‘outside
the box’ and coming up with a way in which
we, as a small company, can compete and
develop.”

One of the string of new employees to
Watermation is Phil Langdon, the Contract
Sales Manager.

“A major benefit we offer to the customer a

total service concept. If they ring us we can
handle all their needs. I also believe being a
British company gives us an advantage.

“We can react quickly and also tailor prod-
uct to suit the customers’ needs throughout
the UK,” explained Phil.

The Contract Sales Department splits the
UK into three with each area having its own
salesman and design engineer.

“That way the customer gets to know his
engineer and build a long term relationship
with him.”

The man who heads up the new sales team
is Joe Turner, the Distribution Sales Manager.

“I have a team of four professional salesmen
who have been chosen for their industry
expertise. They are the Watermation ambas-
sadors out on the road and responsible for
promoting all aspects of Watermation’ ser-
vices.

“The irrigation industry has had a very reac-
tive approach in the past and the only time
the customer has seen someone is when the
system developed a fault.

“We have developed a more pro-active
approach and call on golf clubs as part of our
routine. After all the irrigation system is prob-
ably the largest single investment the club has
to make outside of the clubhouse and the
course itself so it makes sense for us to show
an interest in them,” explained Joe, who
added that his team are all linked to the head
office by laptop computer and e-mail.

“Every call that we make to a golf club is
logged onto our database and with communi-
cation being such a vital part of any successful
business, everyone in the company has access
to the information within hours of a call being
made,” said Joe.

The pace at which Watermation is putting
its new strategies into practice, allied to an
attention to detail and refusal to accept sec-
ond best, is a credit to everyone at the com-
pany and should ensure a rosy future for one
of the best known names in the industry:.

Production work at Water ion HQ
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Electric Irrigation
(The Power and the Pressure)

IRRIGATION SYSTEM
DESIGN
INSTALLATION
SERVICING
FOR
GOLF COURSES - BOWLING GREENS
LANDSCAPE - HORTICULTURE
TENNIS COURTS - CLAY AND GRASS

SUPPLY ONLY IF REQUIRED

SUPPLIERS OF
HUNTER -TORO - RAINBIRD
EQUIPMENT

SUPPLIERS OF
PLASTIC STORAGE TANKS
GALVANISED STORAGE TANKS AND
LINERS
PVC & MDPE PIPE
PIPE FITTINGS
PUMP SALES AND ON SITE REPAIR
SERVICE
CONTROL SYSTEMS
ALL TYPES OF DECODERS
CONTROLLER REPAIRS
ALARM SYSTEMS
PUMP STARTERS MANUFACTURED TO
ORDER
REPAIRS TO DECODER & MULTI-WIRE
SYSTEMS

WITH THE RECENT PURCHASE OF A NEW
CASE 460 MOLE PLOUGH WE CAN NOW
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SALES HOTLINES: @

Tel: 01603 746229 A
Fax: OI 603 746243 APPROVED TURF
Mob: 0850 752744 AVAILABLE

—— SOVEREIGN TURF LIMITED
FIR TREE FARM » BLAXHALL » WOODBRIGE IP12 2DX

T ——

Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones
and Sands:

@ Own a quarry containing the highest quality
Cheshire Silica Sand?

@ Produce all products to BS EN ISO 90027

OFFER MACHINE AND DRIVER L J Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand
HIRE/MACHINE ONLY HIRE AT which they produce, to ensure the highest quality?
COMPETITIVE RATES ® Test every batch of Top dressing and Root Zone to
Trade marks acknowledged assure you the consistency which you require?
(] Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of
FROM CONCEPTION TO COMPLETION Top Dressing per day, so that you will not be let
LOOK NO FURTHER THAN down at the busiest times of the year?
. . . ®  Use top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are
Elecmc Im atlon in the right place, at the right time and without a
mess?
( The Power and the Pressure) If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these, we
would be delighted to.
16REDMANS VIEW, VERWOOD, DORSET BH31 6PY Please call 01270 765996 for prompt service and delivery.
Contact Simon Hills Arclid Quarry
Congleton Road
TEL & FAX: 01202 824580 G o
MOBILE: 0973 698183 A(“heehire
w| | Email a1171225@INFOTRADE.CO.UK o 9
REF REF
561 543
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SALTE

Sports, Amenities, Landscaping
2-4 September '97 Royal Windsor Racecourse

[t’s showtime!

ver 370 exhibitors have

booked their places for
SALTEX ‘97, the largest outdoor
trade exhibition for the sports,
amenities and landscaping indus-
tries, taking place from Septem-
ber 2-4, at the Royal Windsor
Racecourse.

With sound ecological practices
an increasing priority, SALTEX
this year will include a water aer-
ation feature demonstrating new
technologies for chemical-free
water treatment. Visitors can also
learn about industry develop-
ments and ways of improving
their facilities in the programme
of free educational seminars pre-
sented by some of the key influ-
encers and suppliers in the
industry. Organisations whose

representatives visitors can look
forward to hearing include The
Institute of Wastes Management,
SISIS and Jacobsen E-Z-Go Tex-
tron.

The SALTEX demonstration
area will again give professionals
responsible for outdoor spaces
the opportunity to check out how
products they are interested in
actually perform in the field.

To help visitors develop ideas
and increase their performance in
the face of increasing pressures,
SALTEX ‘97 will feature an
expanded free seminar pro-
gramme sponsored by Jacobsen
E-Z-GO Textron. Furthermore, the
Training and Development Pavil-
ion will be sponsored by The Toro
Company.

3

Grasslands Turf Farm,
the independent supplier

of turf for all applications

® Own fleet delivery ® Regular supply
across the South ® Nationwide availability

Grasslands

Grasslands Turf Farm, Ashford Road, New Romney, Kent TN28 8TH
Telephone: (01797) 367130 Fax: (01797) 367929
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“We want to give visitors to
SALTEX the most valuable experi-
ence possible. By working with
the industry, we are continuously
improving what SALTEX has to
offer,” commented Jon Gibson,
SALTEX Show Director.

The SALTEX Seminar Pro-
gramme will include presenta-
tions from some of the industry’s
leading trade organisations and
suppliers on new developments in
the sports, amenities and land-
scaping markets. The programme
is designed to give visitors an
insight into industry issues and
trends and highlight how to take
advantage of new developments
to improve performance,

HOW TO GET TO SALTEX

SALTEX is held at Windsor Race-
course. About 20 miles west of
Central London, Windsor is easy
to reach by rail, road and air.
Heathrow is only a fifteen minute
drive away; Gatwick and Luton

are within an hour’s drive.

BY ROAD

From the M25. Leave the motor-
way at Junction 15, where you'll
join the M4, heading west.

From the M4: Westbound —
leave M4 at junction 6. East-
bound — leave M4 at junction
8/9. Then follow brown and
white signs for Windsor race-
course.

BY BUS

Windsor Express bus numbers
700, 701, 702 and 703 connect
London with Windsor. The 718
Royal River Route service con-
nects London Victoria with Wind-
SOL.

BY RAIL

From London Paddington: Leave
the train at Slough and join the
local service to Windsor and Eton
Central Station. Approximate
journey time is 35 minutes.

From London Waterloo: Leave
the train at Windsor and Eton
Riverside Station. Approximate

LATEQ EARLY

Organic-based high potash foliar and root feed specially
formulated to maximise turf quality and afford protection
during over-wintering. Also provides early season treatment,
encouraging spring growth, stimulating soil bacteria and
enhancing colour. 3 x 20 litre containers treat one hectare.

s

ANALYSIS:
4-0-10wn
plus seaweed,
other organics,
microbial proteins,
trace elements and
\chelated iron.

31

W

from
AGRILAND

01202 532291
Fax 01202 535224

50 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL August 1997

"We want to give visitors the

journey time is 45 minutes.
Information about British Rail
services is available on 0345
484950. A bus shuttle runs from
the stations to the showground.
FROM THE AIRPORT TO
SALTEX
From Heathrow: Bus nos. 701
and 726 for Windsor or M4 route,
as above.
From Gatwick: M23 Northbound
to exit 7. M25 Westbound to exit
15. M4 to exit 6. Then follow ‘By
Road’ directions, above.
From Luton: M1 southbound to
exit 21. M25 Westbound to exit
15 to M4. Exit 6 for Windsor.
Then follow ‘By Road’ directions,
above.

WHERE TO STAY

Ring The Bed Booking Service,
run by the Tourist Information
Centre in Windsor, where prices
start from around £18 for B&B.
Telephone 01753 841746 or
01628 796924, quoting “IOG
‘97",  (Mon-Sun 10am-5pm).
Alternatively, contact SALTEX's
accommodation agency, Delegate
Hospitality, on 01543 418848.

Who to see
at the show

List of selected exhibitors

Levington Horticulture -
Stand F48-50 — will be launching
five new liquid turf fertilisers this
year, giving turf managers the
option of precisely meeting the
nutritional needs of their turf at
any given time of year. Not only
do the new Greenmaster Liquids
provide users with a comprehen-
sive choice in themselves, but
they can also be tank mixed to
generate even more nutrient ratio
options.

With the new Greenmaster Lig-
uid range, greenkeepers and
groundsmen will have the oppor-
tunity to tailor the right treat-
ment - be it a balanced feed, a
high K product, additional trace
elements or a tonic feed — quickly
and easily.

Greenmaster Autumn contains
ferrous sulphate to control moss
through the autumn and winter,
and has a 6:5:10 NPK formula-
tion to help toughen the sward

most valuable experience possible

and improve rooting without
encouraging excessive, frost sus-
ceptible, top growth.

Levington Turfclear is the sec-
ond key product for this time of
year to be specifically featured at
SALTEX. Turfclear contains car-
bendazim and has the dual prop-
erties of controlling casting worm
species — always a problem in
September — and also preventing
certain turf diseases liable to crop
up on weakened and stressed
turf.

Mommersteeg Interna-
tional - Stand 22-24 - Sports
and amenity grass seed breeder
Mommersteeg International’s dis-
play features its wide range of top
varieties and mixtures for the
greenkeeper, groundsman and
landscaper looking to produce a
quality surface.

The spotlight will be on the
company’s top-rated varieties —
Mocassin an slender creeping red
fescue, Amadeus a turf type
perennial ryegrass for cricket and
Landscaping and new for Spring
1998 - Vienna, a turf type peren-
nial ryegrass for winter sports
grounds. These varieties will be
featured in the mixtures MM10,
MM13, MM21, MM29 and MM
50.

Mommersteeg will also high-
light its two seed treatments —
Improved Headstart and Apron T.

Details of all Mommersteeg
sports and amenity grass seed
varieties and mixtures are avail-
able from Mommersteeg Interna-
tional, The Anderson Centre,
Spitfire Close, Ermine Business
Park, Huntingdon, Cam-
bridgeshire PE18 6XY. Telephone:
01480 459500.

Bailey’s — Stand H24 — will be
introducing the ‘Olympian Pre-
scription Dressing' at SALTEX 97.
Firstly, ‘Olympian Triple Action’ a
nutrient enhanced topdressing,
containing an excellent balance
of macro nutrients and a rich
range of trace elements, making
it an effective treatment for sus-
pected mineral deficiencies, a top
quality dressing, and a fast acting
organic  fertiliser!  Secondly
‘Olympian Thatch Eater' a dress-
ing containing a living microbial
component, vital to the break-
down of organic matter, making
nutrients available for the devel-



weeds.

MIRACLE

intropld

‘Intrepid’ will take care
of your turf weeds

‘Intrepid’ is a new cost-effective selective weedkiller that can
be applied throughout the growing season. It's powerful
three-way mixture will control many broad-leaved weeds in
turf. And unlike some turf herbicides, repeat applications are
possible should new weeds germinate or deep-rooted weeds

regrow during the season.

00
mpties.

Miracle will take care

of your used containers

Empty pesticide containers are no longer a problem. In
conjunction with a registered waste disposal contractor,
Miracle Professional offer a free service on the UK mainland
for all Miracle (ICl/Zeneca Professional Products) labelled
containers. Envirogreen Ltd will collect and dispose of your
empties in full compliance with legal requirements.

MIRXCLE

PROFESSIONAL o

54

Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane,
Intrepid’ contains dicamba, dichlorprop and MCPA. ‘Intrepid’ Is a trade mark of Miracle Garden Care Ltd Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. Tel: (0990) 301010
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY Part of Miracle Garden Care Ltd
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opment of healthy fine turf. See
our complete range of dressing
for the new millennium.

Jacobsen E-Z-GO Textron -
Stand W19 - are pleased to
announce that they will once
again be at the SALTEX Exhibition
at Windsor this year. Their stand
will show a wide range of prod-
ucts for the Amenity, Groundcare
and Horticultural market.

The products on show include
a range of grass-cutting machin-
ery ranging from the Pedestrian
Green Mower Range through to
the large ride-on rotary the
HR5111.

New this year will be the New
Electric Greens King which makes
its debut at the show. Also on
show will be a range of E-Z-GO
products including Golf Cars, Peo-
ple Movers and Utility Trucks.

Alongside the existing range of
grass-cutting machinery will be a
range of Top Dressing Machines
from Turfco and also a range of
Smithco Bunker Rakes.

The stand this year will exhibit
a wide range of tractors from
Iseki, this range includes smaller
mid-mount rotary riders, out
front rotary mowers and tractors
ranging from 15-63hp. Also on
show from Iseki will be a brand
new range of tractors, not exhib-
ited previously in the UK.

Mower Accessories Lid -
Stand H10-11 - are now one of
Europe’s leading manufacturers
of bottom blades, rotary blades
and cutting cylinders. They man-
ufacture the most comprehensive
range of these items in Britain, at
their factory in Sheffield.

They now supply world wide
with the inclusion of the USA for
the first time in 1997 Mower
Accessories Ltd will be exhibiting
a cross range of products at
SALTEX and look forward to
meeting greenkeepers, buyers
and grass cutting equipment
maintenance engineers on their
stand.

Rhone-Poulenc Amenity -
Stand P2 - old faithful Super
Mosstox is new and improved for
SALTEX with the addition of a 17
L/ha recommendation for hard
surfaces and a dichlorophen con-
tent of 360 g/L. Super Mosstox
will also control the important

<]/
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Who to see at the show

problem disease, red thread.

Don’t get caught out again this
year with leather jacket problems.
Come along to the stand to find
out how new Crossfire 480 could
be your ideal solution.

Sovereign Turf Ltd - Stand
F28/29 - the first grower to offer
TGA Approved Quality Turf, will
be returning to SALTEX. The
complete range of Sovereign Turf
products will be displayed along
with an exciting new natural
grass product Sovereign SIG
(Solutions In Grass) which is
being launched at SALTEX. Sover-
eign have always produced turf
for Landscaping, Golf, Winter
Sports and amenity applications.
However SIG satisfies the unique
requirements of a market consist-
ing of Exhibition Stand Designers,
Film and Photographic Set pro-
ducers. With its unique features,
SIG is also the obvious choice for
areas normally difficult to access
with conventional turf eg. roof
gardens or steep sloping banks.
For more details contact Steve
Williams on 01603 746229.

TIL Irrigation Ltd - Stand
W52 - is the UK Distributor for
Toro Irrigation equipment. As
such the company will be exhibit-
ing the range of Toro PC based
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control systems, including the
CDS, evolved from Toro’s
SC3000. Available with radio
remote control the CDS system
shares the SC3000 decoder which
is renowned for its reliability.

Visitors to the TIL stand will
also be able to discuss at first
hand the new Toro Support Net-
work (NSN) initiative. NSN has
been specially developed to pro-
vide customers, using Toro com-
puter and PC based control
systems, with levels of technical
support and service unsurpassed
within the amenity irrigation
industry.

As one would expect from an
industry leader, Toro’s control sys-
tems are offered in conjunction
with the most comprehensive
range of sprinklers available,
sprinklers which have lead the
way in gear drive rotation and
technology for many years.

The Hydroscape Group
LTD - Stand U25 - The
Hydroscape Group Ltd is the UK
Distributor for Otterbine Water
Aeration equipment and lake
management products. Visitors to
the Otterbine stand will be able
to experience a unique opportu-
nity of seeing a number of water
aeration units operating in a real-
life river setting. Otterbine water

g

aerators are designed to improve
and maintain water quality in
lakes, ponds and in-ground reser-
voirs. A wide range of aeration
options have been developed to
suit every water management sit-
uation. The range includes both
surface and sub-surface aerators,
many of the surface aerators offer
the advantage of effective water
aeration, together with attractive,
highly visual fountain effects.

These units and others will also
be displayed on the Otterbine
stand together with the bio-aug-
mentation product Otterclear, a
unique ‘blend’ of bacteria,
designed to improve water clarity
and a reduction in sludge and
water odours, and Ottershield a
lake colourant contained within a
water soluble packet.

Supaturf - Stand E16 — will be
showing a range of new innova-
tive products and services that
will further enhance its position
as a leading supplier to the
sports, amenity and landscaping
industry.

Creative sports and play sur-
faces will be displayed, with
examples of work completed
throughout the country, bringing
new levels of creativity and strik-
ing visual effect at a realistic
price. All designs are unique and
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VACUUM SWEEPERS

Weather Mat System First in the field.
i Stlll out in front.

GM Flooring for all

For speedy,

weather tees, s b efficient and

pathways, patios, : - ! economical collection
o p ‘ of grass cuttings,

leaves and litter,

spike bars and

changing rooms - Trilo's SG 400 is the

perfect solution.

From golf courses
ALSO PRESENTING to recreation grounds,

his ve ile machin
GM CLASSIC s P iy sl alta o]
COURSE

e—" applications.
FURNITURE

Includes a range of log
furniture, tee markers,
benches, seed boxes
and litter bins

There are now nine models in the Trilo range, and with
numerous options available, you can trust Trilo to make your
job easier and more efficient. For hire or sales contact:

: _ MJT Contracts Ltd
G M UK Ltd Wadebridge Farm, Landwade, Exning, 4'!3-‘«

Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 TNE
42 Hillsview Road, Southport, Merseyside PR8 3PN Tel: (01638) 720123, "'H AD

Tel: 01704 571271 Fax: 01704 571272 Fax: (01638) 720128 REF

382

AERATORS LTD

THE AERATION
EQUIPMENT
SPECIALISTS

MC10 1.0m and MC15 1.5m

Variable spacing with a large
choice of tine sizes

Easy depth adjustment - no tools
required
Fully floating turf holders

FULLY GUARDED TO
CURRENT CE LEGISLATION

MC20 2.0m available from
September

m“ll l eo‘e AERATORS LTD

6 Chestnut End, Boston Spa,

Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS23 6JG
Tel/Fax: 01937 843281 AD
Mobile: 0374 488508 REF

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL August 1897 53



13 S AR PRt 2
““+ "~ The Ultimate Transportable -
Natural Turf Systenz =~ =
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S S TAKE YOUR TEES AND GREENS INTO THE 215T CENTURY

.-
Top quality turf established : AT
at nursery — ) : s R

.

12mx1.2m S
Modules, 2860mm
deep, of high density
polyethylene

75mm deep side
walls fold
down
when pallets are
4— connected on site

Channels for natural or
}—.

re optimum environment irrigation right to where the

vacuum drainage, ale

and root growth roots reqguire moisture

TOP QUALITY NATURAL GRASS
IN A MODULAR PLASTIC TURF TRAY

4

S8 For further information, and distributors in your area, please contact: i
L
I oy

SYSTEMATRIX LTD {

DRAYTON ROAD, NEWTON LONGVILLE, MILTON KEYNES MK17 0BU
=8 TEL: 44 (0) 1908 370077 FAX: 44 (0) 1908 374889 R
554

Patented Worldwide
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use Supaturf’s own Arena coating
that are environmentally safe.

The full range of EvenSpred
spreaders will be on show, and
there will be a special show offer
on salt spreaders in preparation
for winter.

For those smaller spraying jobsf

there will be the Evensprey 2000,
the latest development from
Supaturf, which works from a
battery system that can allow 2
1/2 hours of continuous spraying
on a single charge.

Joining the world beating
Primer 604 matrix flow soil sur-
factant, is AquaDoc, the fast act-
ing problem solving surfactant
that offers fast recovery for fine
turf problems such as dry patch.

Toro Commercial Products
- Stand W50 - Leading the line-
up of new products from Toro
Commercial Products is an innov-
ative rotary mowing deck called
Contour 82. There is also a
petrol-driven version of the com-
pany’s highly-popular Greensmas-
ter 3200 greens mower, as well as
an addition to Toro’s Sand Pro
range of bunker maintenance
vehicles, the Sand Pro 3020.

The contour 82 Deck is for the
well-known Toro Groundsmaster
3000 power unit and delivers a
superior quality of cut while solv-
ing specific problems, such as
scalping, that face operators
mowing contoured turf with
existing rotary mowers.

The petrol-powered Greens-
master 3200 is the latest intro-
duction to Toro’s top-selling GR
3000 Series greens mowers. Its
features an exceptionally quiet
16hp, water-cooled Briggs &
Stratton Vanguard engine. In all
other respects the ride-on triple
mower as the same high standard
specification and performance
capabilities of its 3200-D diesel
counterpart.

Toro is improving its popular
Sand Pro range of bunker vehi-
cles by introducing the new
three-wheel-drive Sand Pro 3020.
The latest model incorporates
major improvements over its pre-
decessor in the stable, drawn
from the top-of-the-range Sand
Pro 5000. For further customer
information or to arrange for a
machine demonstration tele-
phone 01480476971 or fax
01480 216167.

Electric Irrigation - in Octo-
ber 1995 Simon Hills decided to
become a self employed irrigation
engineer. “Many greenkeepers
remember me as just an electri-
cian sorting the various problems
with control equipment, however
since starting my company Elec-
tric Irrigation 1 have been
involved in various complete
installations around the country
and overseas. My advert in
Greenkeeper International August
issue show that I can now offer a
better service with full CAD
design and Case 460 mole plough
for the installations,” explained
Simon.

Ultra Plant (Incorporating)
Surrey Grass Care - Stand -~
Demo area A 8,9,22,23 - the
Ultra Plant range of Top dressers
will again be shown working at
Windsor. This year the now spin-
ner discharge system will be
demonstrated. The well proven
UB40 pedestrian spreader, UB50
Ultra Spreader either in towed or
mounted version and UP60 bulk
spreader will be on show. The
range is completed with the HI40
high lift dump trailer popular for
it work saving features. Do come
and visit us — you're sure of a
warm welcome.

Hayter - Stand W15 - Featured
on the Hayter Stand will be the
new Hayter Broadsword Rotary
Mower. This stylish compact
mower features a 48hp high out-
put engine and is built to the
same rigorous standards as all
Hayter machines. The recently
launched LT322 2-wheel drive
and LT324 4-wheel drive triple
machines will also be on display:
These three machines all incorpo-
rate a hinged access system to the
hydraulics and engine, making
servicing quick and easy. Among
the featured machines is the
FM514 Fairway Mower, complete
with its optional collection units.
Hayter always offer high quality
products and 1997 is no excep-
tion. Visit the stand for expert
advice and information.

OCMIS Irrigation (UK) Lim-
ited - Stand Q6 - are irrigation
experts with a referral driven rep-
utation in system design, manu-
facture, supply, installation and

service for all sports turf, land- =

Water dirty,
smelly;choked

Ponds and lakes are constantly in danger of
changing from an asset into an eye sore, a
situation accelerated by decomposing
leaves, grass clippings, algae and weeds.

To treat the causes of poor water quality,
Otterbine aerators enrich and circulate the
water with oxygen to naturally speed up the
bio-degrading process of organic waste and
algae. Available in a wide range of options
for both surface and sub-surface aeration,
the units are the cost effective answer to the
provision and maintenance of cleaner, odour
free water.

Just supply oxygen.

SVERBy HYDRO

SCAPE

o
vkl'BOu\‘\ UK Distributor for
Otterbine Water
Management Products

For more information call 01425 476261

The Hydroscape Group Limited, Water House, 10 Carvers Industrial Estate,
Southampton Road, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1JS.
Tel 01425 476261 Fax 01425 472380
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URE STEP

THE GOLF COURSE PATHWAY SOLUTION

e : ik - oy i gar 2 2 e e
SEE HOW YOU CAN TRANSFORM YOUR GOLF COURSE!

SURE STEP is a patented sand filled synthetic carpet system which provides a
tough pathway surface, while maintaining a natural green sward appearance.

™ COST EFFECTIVE 5 CAN BE LAID ONTO

- SEVERE SLOPES
LOW MAINTENANCE

M WILL WITHSTAND

M AVAILABLE WITH FULL SPIKE PENETRATION

FITTING SERVICE OR FOR
SELF INSTALLATION ™ LIFE ESTIMATED AT 6-8 YEARS

The Way To Combat Ground Erosion

To request your product information pack please contact:

DURA-SPORT
Also suppliers of: Synthetic Golf Mats, Golf Course Driving Platform, Synthetic Golf Putting/Pitching Greens.

DURA-SPORT LTD, UNIT 12, CORNWALL BUSINESS CENTRE, CORNWALL ROAD, SOUTH WIGSTON, LEICESTERSHIRE LE18 4XH
TELEPHONE 0116 277 0899. FAX 0116 277 0433. Sure Step is protected by VHAF Patent No. 0174755
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= scape and amenity areas. OCMIS

are also specialists in the refur-
bishment and upgrading of exist-
ing systems.

OCMIS are distributors for
Rainbird, Buckner & Hunter and
can supply and service other
makes of equipment. Throughout
the United Kingdom, OCMIS
stack MDPE & UPVC pressure
pipe, associated fittings, pumping
units, electric cable and mobile
irrigators.

OCMIS, unique in house
design capabilities, ensure that
the requirements of each client
are individually met and that
each project is given independent
attention. For more information
or a no obligation survey and
design contact OCMIS Irrigation
(UK) Limited on: Head Office
01460 241939; Midlands Office
01789 414604; Northern Office
01924 453102; Scottish Office
01312202102.

Hepworth Minerals and
Chemicals (HMC) - Stand
E84 - is showing its extensive
ProSport range of root zones, top
dressings and sports ground
sands.

There are four root zones in
the ProSport range including
product which conforms to the
stringent USGA specification and
Ecozone which uses composted
green waste as its organic con-
tent. There is also a companion
top dressing called Ecodress.
ProSport are specially selected
for a number of applications
including golf course bunkers,
equestrian riding surfaces, grey-
hound tracks and play areas.
Technical experts will be on the
stand to discuss all aspects of
sports surface preparation.

Rain Bird’s Europe - Stand
CR9 - Rain Bird’s Nimbus
Decoder central control system
uses powerful, colour graphics
and simplified on-screen instruc-
tions to provide ET-based sched-
ules and advanced flow
management, With  Nimbus
Quick StartTM, users easily start-
up the software and are able to
build their first customised pro-
gram step by step.Maxi Nim-
busTM, uses Microsoft
WindowsTM ‘95. With advanced
built-in features to maximise
your irrigation efficiency, Nimbus

'97 Royal

will put you in control of your
irrigation system in record time.
From tees to greens, this feature-
rich, user-friendly system will
optimise water use, reduce input
costs and prolong the life of your
hardware.

Eagle Promotions Ltd -
Stand B56 — will be presenting its
extensive range of Quality Golf
Course Signage based on its Pho-
tocast zinc Product.

Come and discuss with us the
many different ways of portray-
ing your golf hole information
using methods that will continue
to enhance your golf course
through the passage of time. The
zinc plate is weatherproof and
has a traditional feel of quality
which creates a truly exceptional
signage system whether it be for
tee signs or general signs. The
Etching is a photographic process
therefore we can achieve very
high resolution when using your
club logos or hole diagrams. For
more information call Philip
Mcinley 01883 344244.

Amazone Ground Care -
Stand B11 - will be launching
the Profi Hopper ride-on flail col-
lector; the company's entry into
this sector of the market.

A multi-operation machine, the
Profi Hopper's 1.2 metre-wide
cutting head incorporates Ama-
zone's patented flail attachment
system, where the blades are
simply hooked over a series of
shackle rings on the rotor.

Operator comfort and conve-
nience is enhanced by a walk-
through platform, a seat fully
adjustable for leg length, rake
and ride and ergonomic control
layout. A 20 litre capacity diesel
tank minimises refuelling time
and the engine and hydraulics
are easily accessible for service.
Routine maintenance is simpli-
fied by the fitting of a cartridge-
type air cleaner and hinged
radiator screen. A sliding cover
gives quick access to the flail
head components.

Amenity Technology -
Stand D71 — The SALTEX show
marks the continued expansion
of the Amenity Technology range
with the addition of an extensive
iron rage, comprising both solu-
ble and liquid irons with or with-

out sulphur and also introducing
Drencher Fe, formulated liquid
iron and wetting agent.

Also being launched at the sow
is INDICATOR spray pattern indi-
cator. Available in water soluble
packets or in liquid form, INDI-
CATOR is the perfect way to
highlight the spray pattern ensur-
ing a correct application of pesti-
cide, furthermore INDICATOR
leaves the turf with a natural
green colour,

To view the future of amenity
products today, visit Amenity
Technology on stand D71.

Liquid Sod - Stand A50 -

exhibiting its new, revolutionary,
recently launched Inflatable
Growing Dome; and it is antici-
pated that other companies will
be demonstrating their machin-
ery beneath the Dome's protec-
tion - particularly if the weather
is inclement. Come and see for
yourself just how spacious the
Inflatable Dome is inside, provid-
ing plenty of room for work to be
undertaken on turfgrass — all
year round; also see for yourself
just how versatile the Dome is for
all kinds of uses — not just for tur-
fgrass growing/renovation. For

further information, telephone
Liquid Sod on +44 (0)1963
251129 for fax
+44(0)1963251168.

Vitax - Stand F54-56 - is
launching a number of new excit-
ing products at SALTEX 97, these
will feature four new additional
turf fertilisers in the key Range,
and three new water soluble fer-
tilisers in a new Vitaturf Range.

One of the most successful
recent additions to the Vitax
Sport Amenity Range is Seaturf
Soluble, a natural seaweed
extract that is 100% soluble.
Come along to the Vitax stand
and see how this product can
now be tank mixed with 50/50
Soluble Iron, using the new Vitax
Tank Mixing Agent.

The new 1998 Sport product
brochure will also be available,
plus other new informative litera-
ture.

Turf Care Machinery Ltd -
Stand D1 was established in early
1997. The main services we pro-
vide are machinery hire, from

Verti-drains to hydrojects, from =

ffortiva

APPLIED SEED TECHNOLDGY

Larne’s
7th Hole

' The Bell Hole at Lare may only
be 105 yards long, but its sheer
physical position, bounded by
the Irish Sea and with a carry
across rocks from a high tee,
make it intimidating.

But for head greenkeeper,
Davie Craig it's not keeping the
ball on the green that's the prob-
lem, it's maintaining its sward.
Sea-spray can completely burn-
off the bents and fescues he tries
to establish.

Last spring he'd almost
given up hope of ever having a
resilient grass cover. Now,
twelve months on, he claims
that the Fortiva treated seed
which he bought through JA
Humphrey Agriculture has
transformed the green into the
best it's been in 20 years.

“I was resigned to the
STRI's view that it would be
better to move the green,” he
says. “However, we've now got
a good sward with no sign of
damping-off or fusarium.

“Having used seaweed
extract prior to overseeding,
I'm very impressed with the
result,” says Davie.

for further information and delaifs of
your nearest distributor, contact

01954 [ 232020

ffortiva .

AFPLIED SEED TECHNOLOGY
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: ’ To bd perfectly honest there are only a few compehtors in-the golf car busmess
% &0 M Club Car, we simply strive-to out perform ourselves each'y year. That's much hqrdex than
|t sounds. But it’s exac‘tly why we're the Ieader throughout the world. And it's why we're

the oﬁncval golf car of The 1997 Ryder Cup by Johnnie Walker at'Valderrama.’

J

Club Car ;

®
AD GOLF’'S DRIVING FORCE.
REF
61
Club Car, Inc. / Ingersoll-Rand R,YRE,‘R CH'.’.'.Q7
Eaton Place - 114 Washway Rd. « Sale, Manchester M33 IRF » United Kingdom

? £ 3 % : OFFICIAL SUPPLIER

Phone: 44 161 374 0707 = Fax: 44 161 374 0708



SALTE

Sports, Amenities, Landscaping

-

2-4 September '§7 Royal Windsor Racecourse

hollow corers to top dressers; a
full spraying service for any size
area, from fairways to spot treat-
ment for plantations etc; as well
as providing a construction and
maintenance department, which
can maintain the smallest of areas
to the largest of golf courses.
With experience on European
Golf Tour Venues you can be sure
you will receive the best possible
service. We formed the company
because we felt that prices being
charged for these services were
getting out of hand, and it is our
main aim to reduce these cost to
a minimum, so as to make them
more affordable to everyone.

Kubota - Stand W40 - extends
tractor-matched implement
range. The UK's leading supplier
of compact tractors and ride-on
mowers, Kubota, will be unveiling
at SALTEX '97 a number of
important new additions to its
expanding line-up of tractor-
matched implements.

Extending Kubota's range of

rear-mounted rotary mowers are
four new finishing mowers
designed to produce an excellent
cut both on formal and semi-for-
mal areas of grass, for example,
within parks and golf courses.
Designated the TSM model, the
PTO-powered mowers are avail-
able with cutting widths of 1.2m,
1.5m,1.8m and 2.3m (48in, 60in,
72in and 90in)..

Kubota's second new imple-
ment introduction comprises a
four model range of robust topper
mowers developed for work on
rougher, longer grass as found in
paddocks, orchards and forest
rides.

The final new Kubota imple-
ment introductions for SALTEX
‘97 are four steel-bodied trailers
with capacities from 500kg to
3,500kg (1,100Ib - 7,700Ib).

SALTEX '97 will also mark the
first public appearance of Kubota
Credit — a joint finance venture
established between Kubota (UK)
Ltd and ING Turfcare Finance to
meet the funding needs of Kubota
owners and operators in four dis-
tinct sectors — turf care, estate
management, amenity manage-
ment and landscape and growing.

RTS - Stand A18 - last year’s
winner of Turf Management’s
New Product Award, Little John

Hydraulic-driven  scarifier, is
worth seeing. This unique
machine is proving a real winner
with users. Together with its
extensive range of attachments it
is a highly versatile and coast
effective piece of equipment.

When it comes to aeration and
relieving compaction, a new 1.72
metre fine turf tractor-mounted
slitter joins the already successful
Big Willy pedestrian aerator and
and Hercules, a 1.5 metres link-
age mounted version,

This new model can be used
either on a compact tractor up to
30hp or all the current turf truck-
sters available in the UK.

All RTS turf machinery has
been developed through working
closely with greenkeepers and
groundsmen and is designed to
efficiently carry out the task with
the minimum of maintenance and
give a lifetime of service.

Ransomes - Stand V15 - a
comprehensive line-up of grass
cutting and turf care equipment
and compact tractors to suit every
professional need awaits visitors
to the Ransomes' stand V15,
SALTEX ‘97 will mark the unveil-
ing by Ransomes of six models
from its brand-new range of trac-
tors for the turf and grounds
maintenance industry. In addition
to the new compact tractors, Ran-
somes will be presenting a num-
ber of other new items of
equipment at SALTEX ‘97 along-
side its established range of
professional movers and turf
maintenance machinery. The
company will be joined on its
stand by three appointed dealers;
Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd, ET Break-
well Ltd and TH White Ltd.

SISIS Equipment (Maccles-
field) Limited - Stand R1 -
have extended its stand at
SALTEX this year to accommo-
date all the new introductions
that will be on display, including
new aerators, new sprayer and
new turf vehicle. Start your visit
to SALTEX on Stand R1 to see the
very latest in sports turf mainte-
nance machinery.

Huxley’s - Stand E13 - sure to
be a “Star” attraction at SALTEX,
the new Huxley Greenstar is the
only British made ride-on greens

mower. Like its stablemate, the =

Happiness...

...1S an irrigation
system called

OCMIS

OCMIS
IRRIGATION

HEAD OFFICE 01460 241939
MIDLANDS 01789 414604
NORTHERN 01924 453102
SCOTLAND 0131 220 2102 p=
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Get your grass off to a bhealthy start
next spring and ensurve maximum
recovery this autumn

o with one application of
Sierrablen® Autummn,/ Winter
Comntrolled Release Fertilisers

Sierrablen® NK Sierrablen® NK = Fine Nutrient release pattern from Sierrablen granule
15.0.22+Fe 15.0.29

For use on tees, fairways, approaches, wear Mot it AUrLe Dogi

shuts down releasing again

areas’ Surrounds and new course “grow in” during autumn over winter following spring

Features:

4 Scotts’ unique resin and Poly S technology
€ Temperature controlled release mechanism (see graph)
¢ Coarse or fine granules to suit cutting height

Jan Feb
¢ Safe to use and easy to apply Month

® Spreader setting chart available. Graph of soil temperature

over autumn, winter, spring
SEE US AT SALTEX ON STAND ET SCOttS®

For more details contact Scotts UK Ltd, Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane, Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. Tel: 0870 6039146

LB The Scotts company is a leading researcher, manufacturer and marketer of products for consumer, do-it-yourself lawn care and gardening,
professional turfcare and commercial horticulture
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Who to see at the show
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Teestar hydraulic triple mower,
the Greenstar features excep-
tional performance and quiet
operation.

Other new exhibits include
trailed and rear mounted versions
of the Grainskeeper Greens Brush
(for efficient integration of Top-
dressing), Groundforce and Task-
force low cost utility vehicles and
the latest 4 Wheel Drive Turf-
blazer 1280T turbocharged 126"
cut rotary mower.

Huxley’s sell and hire their
range of British and imported turf
care machinery direct for their
branches in Alresford (Hamp-
shire) and Broxburn (Scotland),
and through selected dealers in
other areas. For further informa-
tion contact Paul Huxley 01962
733222.

Mariwood Ltd - Stand Demo
B26 — the X-Series Articulators
are our third generation of float-
ing rotary mower. They are more

productive, automatically fold for
transport, are more accurate, low
maintenance, have stronger
frames, and are 300 pounds
lighter then previous models.
Larger tyres decrease ground
compaction, perform better in
rougher terrain, and allow faster
cutting speeds. The drive system
also transfers more power to the
blades for improved performance
in long and wet grass. Contact:
Marlwood Limited, Court Lodge
Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh,
Maidstone, Kent, ME15 OHQ. Tel:
01622 728718; Fax 01622
728720.

Course Care - Stand T45 -
Saltex will see the launch of
Course Care's “Course Cap” and
the latest in oil interceptors.

With approval to European
Standard prEN812 the Course
Cap provides wearers with stylish
and comfortable protection from
incidental head impact — includ-

Sports, Am
24

ing flying balls — and is a much
demanded addition to the Course
Wear wardrobe.

The oil interceptors on display
will be complemented by the
presence of Course Care’s range
of environmental services featur-
ing waste oil collection,
biodegradable grease, and an oil
absorbent produced from coconut
fibres for those who have an envi-
ronmental policy which precludes
the use of peat.

For a Course Wear brochure
and details on all the Course Care
range call 01535 611103.

Avoncrop Amenity Prod-
ucts — Stand H71-H72 - offer a
comprehensive range of Chemi-
cals, Fertiliser, Grass Seed Mix-
tures, Top Dressing and Line
Marking Materials.

Strategically positioned depots
at Sandford, near Bristol, and
Bracknell, Berkshire, enable
Avoncrop to offer an efficient

enities, Landscaping ‘
97 Royal Wind: R 50

delivery service throughout
Southern England and South
Wales, backed up by an experi-
enced Field Sales Team.

At the 1997 Saltex Show, we
are launching an advanced range
of Microbial Soil Inoculate, Plant
Nutrient and Soil Management
products manufactured by Green
Releaf of Jacksonville, Florida,
U.S.A.

Systematrix Ltd - Stand
CA26 - Systematrix will be
exhibiting the ITM system of
modular turf.

Modular turf trays have been
used at the Baltusrol for golf
practice tees and in early 1997,
6400 were exported to the Giants
stadium in New Jersey USA for
the Metrostars soccer team.

The modules have an excess
water flow rate of 170mm per
hour and are ventilated with the
Sub Air system for heating or
cooling the turf. ITM will be

to disease.

BRINGS YOUR
SOIL BACKTO

LIFE

NATURALLY

ealthy grass, trees and plants need a
healthy soil. So you need ALS Premier
Bio-Organic Fertilisers.

Containing essential long-lasting micro-
organisms and trace elements ALS Premier
Bio-Organic Fertilisers promote stronger
root development and greater resistance

ALS Premier Bio-Organics. The natural
solution to your turf care and soil problems.

Premier
Bio-organic
fertilizer
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m—
-]
O —
o9
(%]

Amenity Land Services,
Long Lane, Wellington, Telford, Shropshire TF6 6HA
Tel: 01952 641949 Fax: 01952 247369
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We can't live without you.

A world without you, the people who take care of open
spaces, wouldn't be worth living in. Whether you manage
and maintain playing fields, public parks, playgrounds or
putting greens, what you do is important.

SALTEX is here to help, with everything you need to get
the job done faster, better, cheaper and easier:

m See, try and buy the new products from over 400
suppliers of equipment, machinery, fertilisers, seed, turf,
chemicals, vehicles, trees, furniture and kids’ play.

m Roll up your sleeves for the world’s largest working
demonstration area!

m Learn from the experts in a series of free practical
seminars sponsored by Jacobsen E-Z-GO Textron, plus the
I0G Training & Development Pavilion sponsored by Toro.

m Meet your peers in the UK's most important gathering
of groundsmen, landscape architects, parks managers,
greenkeepers, leisure officers, DSOs, purchasing officers

M . and contractors.

SALTEX is the biggest, most comprehensive, most relevant

4 show of the year (not to mention a great day out!). The A
' show is free, the parking is free and the Show Guide  #2ati|
is free - with thanks for keeping Britain green. ;AT

Call the Free Ticket Hotline for your tickets and
information pack.

Sports, Amenities, Landscaping

2-4 September’97
Royal Windsor Racecourse

FREE TICKET HOTLINE 01203 426518




Who to see at the show
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exhibited by the UK dealer Inturf
Ltd on stand no CA26.

Risboro Turf - Stand Al18 -
Last year's winner of Turf Man-
agement’s New Product Award —
the unique Little John Hydraulic-
driven scarifier now has an exten-
sive range of attachments.

RTS’s Sorrel rollers open sur-
faces so water, air and nutrients
reaches the root zones. A new
tractor-mounted slitter joins the
Big Willy pedestrian aerator and
the 1.5m linkage-mounted Her-
cules.

For workshops there are
grinders and back-lappers from
Neary and the Park Brushcutter
Workstations.

The Stop & Go Tyre Plugger is a
‘must’ for every tool box. Other
equipment worth seeing includes
ball-pickers, turfcare rakes,
drag mats and brushes, plus Agria
two-wheel tractors and attach-
ments.

There is a difference between
simply grinding and sharpening
mowers as visitors to Eric
Hunter Grinders Ltd - Stand
R39 — will see.

Hunter’s leads the field in the
method of accurate ‘Relief Angle’
grinding. ‘Relief’ grinding is sim-
ply grinding each blade of the
cylinder with a clearance angle.
When performed correctly, it
results in mowers that are easier
to set, produce a cleaner cut and
creates hardly any friction
between cylinder and bedknife
thus causing less wear. Blades are
known to last up to four times
longer after being ‘relief’ ground.

Among the grinders being
demonstrated, are its popular
Jupiter and Juno machines.

Hunter’s well engineered prod-
ucts have acquired an excellent
reputation over the last 25 years
for a ‘quality’ grind and are used
at numerous leading Golf and
Sports Clubs, Local Authorities,

i
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Turf Grower and mower repair
workshops throughout the world.

Symbio - Stand F37 - launches
Symbio Resister for the Biological
Control of Fungal Disease. Sym-
bio is pleased to introduce a new
concept in disease control — Sym-
bio Resister which combines the
power of microbes and fungi to
degrade thatch and assimilate
nutrients into the plant with
microbes specially selected for
their ability to prevent the growth
of pathogenic fungi - including
fusarium.

Symbio Resister helps cure the
cause of fungal attack, not just
the symptoms, and works by
removing the food source of the
fungal pathogens while building
up the natural resistance of the
soil and plants to fungal attack.

Symbio Resister can be applied
in early spring or late summer or
autumn. It may take some time to
build up the microbial population

in your greens, but one applica-
tion of Symbio Resister may work
for up to six months whilst accel-
erating/enhancing the effect of
Symbio’s existing products Sym-
bio Green Circle, Symbio Thatch
Eater and Symbio Black Layer
Treatment.

Rolawn (Turf Growers)
Limited - Stand CA11 - have a
network of 16 turf depots staffed
by Rolawn’s own employees. The
depots sell turf on a no minimum
order basis. Rolawn offer free
mechanical off loading, free liter-
ature and free samples. Inspect
before you buy, free samples can
be dispatched anywhere in the
UK within 24 hours.

In 1995 Rolawn commenced an
independent turf testing pro-
gramme with the STRI. Rolawn
are the only turf company that
submits its turf to regular inde-
pendent testing.

Advantage turf, the best greens’

You can’t

TORO lC =%
RO R

beat the system

| dealers, each company provides

Turf Irrigation Services (TIS) are
specialists in providing irrigation
and water quality management
systems to the golf course, sports
turf and landscape industry.

As authorised Toro irrigation
and Otterbine water aeration

iwide range of design,

allation and maintenance
"(‘N undertaken by a team of
enced staff and engineers.
n you have a need to discuss
gution or waler quality

Scotland:
TIS (Seotland) Ltd (01506) 857666
N. England/S&W Midlands & Wales:
TIS (Sandbach) Ltd (01477) 500255
or (01939) 210877

Southern England:

TIS (Southern) Ltd (01903) 859933
or (01425) 479232
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The biological approach
to

disease control

Stop the problem
Not just the symptoms

See us at Saltex or call
Helen or Stella on:

01372 456 101

Cowwe Wear

smart and effective workwear

stylish alternative to jacket and

trousers. The Course Wear Drill Suit

is loose fitting, hard wearing poly cotton in
spruce. Smock style top with draw-cord pants mean
smartness and comfort.

or protection from sudden downpours the

Course Wear Tuckaway Suit is fully waterproof

and comes with its own tuckaway sack. Have
one handy on each machine and keep working in
the dry.

Calleowue@wzeon 01535 611103

niew (-3 Parkway House Worth Way Keighley Yorkshire BD21 5LD
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= turf in the world, specially main-

tained to enable bowling and golf
greens to come into play sooner.

Minster turf, predominantly
fescue in appearance, it is grown
for the discerning groundsman/
greenkeeper who requires a fine
bladed finish. Its fine appearance
and texture make it a top choice
for golf and bowling greens.

This Autumn/Winter Rolawn
have issued a price beating chal-
lenge on greens turf. Both grades
of greens turf are included in the
deal.

Kawasaki - Stand W71 -
launched just after SALTEX last
year the Kawasaki Mule 550 will
be shown for the first time this

Name: Martin Kohler
Age: 19

Club: Swanston GC
Position: 2nd Assistant

1. How long have you
been a greenkeeper?
Three years,

2. What education are
you currently
undertaking?

SVQ Level 3 in Greenkeeping
and Horticulture at Oatridge
College.

3. Which one task do you
most enjoy doing?
Cutting greens by hand,

4. Which one task do you
most dislike doing?
Knapsack spraying.

5. What job other than
greenkeeping might you
have ended up doing?
None. I've always wanted to
be In greenkeeping.

6. Who has been the
biggest influence on your
career?

| think Oatridge College has
been the biggest influence on
my career.

7. What would you do to

[ ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER /) Il[fi\

Usually the spotlight falis on the Course Manager or Head Greenkeeper at a
Club. Now it Is the turn of those whose work often goes unheralded to star. ..

l/

year. A development of the
extremely popular Mule 500 the
major change is the provision of a
bench front seat enabling two
people transport. Minor modifica-
tions to the transmission and
engine have improved economy
and smoothness of operation to
this very popular low ground
pressure workshorse. The larger
Mule 2500 series will also be
shown in both two and four
wheel drive versions together
with a range of accessories.

Of great interest to professional
ground care personnel will be the
launch of a completely new range
of ground care equipment by
Kawasaki on Stand W17. All are
welcome!

improve the life of a
greenkeeper?

| would make all committee
members take lessons in
greenkeeping.

8. What are your
hobbies?
Golf, music and cars.

9. What do you get out of
BIGGA?

BIGGA gives me a good
chance to socialise with other
greenkeepers from all over the
country at outings, meetings
etc. | also get to see what's
going on at other clubs every
month in the magazine.

10. What do you hope to
be doing in 10 years
time?

| would hope to be Course
Manager at some well known
club in Spain.




MAKES MOWING EASY
AND SERVICING SIMPLE
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This professional multi-task mower combines for demanding conditions and a smooth
high performance with rugged reliability, making transmission control for a comfortable ride.
it ideal for both golf course and local authority
work.

Convenience features include a hinged access
_ system for easy maintenance and a modern,
It comes complete with a powerful Kubota : % streamlined design with unrestricted operator
VIS05-BB-EC engine, a 4-wheel drive option : 2 vision.

HAYTER

Spellbrook Bishop's Stortford Herts CM23 4BU England
Tel: 01279 723444 Fax: 01279 600338

See the Hayter 1.1324 at your local Hayter dealership or contact:



Mr Sand Man

Dave Leatherland talks with
Scott MacCallum about the
major change his club is
currently undertaking.

ch me outline the following
scenario to you, For 23 years
you have been Head Greenkeeper
at what is widely regarded to be
the best course in the county. You
know the course like the back of
your hand. Whatever is thrown at
you in the way of disease,
weather conditions or general
freak of nature you know what to
do. You can handle it. Everything
runs with the precision of a Swiss
watch...

Then the decision is taken to
dig up the clay based greens and
replace them with USGA spec
sand based greens.

How would you feel? ...A
touch concerned, a tad discon-
certed, a little bit worried?

Exactly that happened to Dave
Leatherland, Head Greenkeeper
at Kedleston Park, near Derby.

“l was absolutely terrified,”
confessed Dave, as he looked
back two years to when the deci-
sion was taken to re-construct
every green on the course.

“After 23 years of being at
Kedleston and managing clay,
parkland greens I would be work-
ing with USGA spec sand greens

with creeping bent. I told
myself it was just a new
learning experience and |
would have to start all
over again,” said Dave,
who readily paid tribute
to BIGGA's education pro-
grammes which helped to
ease him through the
transition.

In fairness Dave was
fully involved in the deci-
sion making process and
was in little doubt that it was
the best way to go.

“The existing clay based
greens had been designed in
1946 to retain water and were
excellent in the summer months
but flooded in the winter.

“The members had spent a lot
of money on the clubhouse six
years ago and when the VAT
money became available this year
the members told the club that it
could have the money as long as
it was spent on the course,

Kedleston Park is beautiful
parkland course set in the
grounds now part of the National

Trust but previously the Estate of

Lord Curson and the late Lord
Scarsdale. Widely regarded as the
best course in Derbyshire it has
hosted the Midland Professional
Championship, the English Ama-
teur and the English Boys in 1975
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Dave Leatheriand: massive task in
digging up the clay based greens to
replace them with USGA spec

which was won by a young lad by
the name of Faldo.

Resident Professional is David J
Russell, a former European Tour
two time winner and stalwart for
many years and it was DJ who
brought European Golf Design to
the club to speak to the members
and EGD recommended Craig
Cook as designer and constructor
of the new greens.

“Before the work began 1 said

that | wanted to see some of

Craig's work and I flew to Powers
Court in Ireland which he

designed and constructed.

“As soon as [ saw the end
product 1 thought ‘yeh,
that’s for us’. I also spoke
to the young American

Head Greenkeeper and

asked him what he
thought of the design and
construction,” explained

Dave.

The decision was taken

not just to rebuild the
greens but to redesign them
and in some cases to re-

locate them, adding around
150 yards to the length of the
course, as well as amending the
existing greenside bunkering.

The work has been phased with
seven greens already finished
with five more next March with
the remaining six before the Mil-
lennium.

“We worked closely with Craig
on where he was going to take
the drainage and on matters
regarding the irrigation. His fore-
man was on site permanently and
he would come for three days at
a time to make sure everything
was going according to plan,”
explained Dave.

Of those already done — the
6th, 13th and 15th — were seeded
in April of last year while the oth-
ers — the 7th, 8th, 10th and 14th
- were seeded in mid October.



“I feel we missed out on three
of four weeks of seeding with the
first four and didn’t get a good
coverage of seed before the win-
ter set in. That encouraged a little
poa to get in but we hand picked
it all and hopefully we've got on
top of it. We were playing on the
greens on May 31."

The root zone mix was Dave's
decision and he decided on an
85% sand 15% peat mix,

“The standard is probably 95-5
but I wanted to incorporate a lit-
tle more peat and the contractor
had no worries about that.”

It was decided to sow Provi-
dence Creeping Bent which didn’t
take long to establish itself.

“With the last three greens we
were cutting them five weeks
later. I'm still bringing down the
cutting heights. It's a patient
game we're playing. [ was proba-
bly bringing them down a mil-
limetre every ten days during the
growing in period but now we
are cutting them every day seven
days a week.” explained Dave.

Until the remaining 11 greens
are laid and established Dave and
his team are left with a situation
where they are managing some
clay based greens and two sets of
USGA spec sand based greens of
slightly differing ages.

“It is a problem. I would have
liked to have seen them all done
in the one scoop but obviously
the members wouldn't have taken
too kindly to that. However, they
were extremely patient when
having to play off temporary
greens during the rebuilding
work.

*The main difficulty is on the
playability side as the old greens
are still quicker than the new.”

It has also seen major changes
in Kedleston's feeding regime.

“The old greens are fed per-
haps three times a year while
with the new greens it is every
two weeks with a Rigby Taylor
12-0-6. It’s a little and often espe-
cially with the weather we've
been having and the leaching
which has been caused.”

If any members had doubts
about the validity of the decision
to make such a fundamental
change to the golf course the
weather during the club’s Jubilee
Week put their minds at rest.

“In the thunder storms the new
greens were the only ones which
didn't flood and remained
playable. The members were over
the moon and were shouting that
the others should be done as soon
as possible,” said Dave, who
revealed that the cost was work-
ing out at around £19,000 per
green.

Dave’s initial reservations are
now well behind him and he is
relishing the challenge that lies
ahead.

“I'm excited by the prospect of
18 new greens. It’s almost like
having a completely new golf
course.

“I would say to anyone who
finds himself in the same position
that it is not as scary as it seems.
You hear reports about how dif-
ferent sand greens are and what
complications they cause but, and
I'm touching wood here, I haven't
had any real problems yet,” said
Dave who did say there was a
couple of patches of Take-All on
one of the greens but that once it
had been treated it was fine.

He is fully aware of the differ-
ences between the two, funda-
mentally different, greens with
which he is currently working.

“Things happen more quickly
on sand based greens so you have

to be ready to react when neces-
sary," said Dave.

Dave is quick to pay tribute to
BIGGA and, in particular BTME,
for giving him access to the infor-
mation needed to cope with such
a marked change in his working
practices.

“I love Harrogate. I think it's
the bees knees. 1 go every year
and talk to other greenkeepers,
not just from this country but
abroad as well, and get ideas
from them. It was through talking
to guys up there that 1 got the
confidence to do the job.”

Dave is also quick to pay trib-
ute to the rest of the club staff,
and in particular, DJ and the club
secretary Ken Wilson.

“We have a meeting every week
and discuss what is happening
out on the course and what the
members have to say. At the end
of the day they all think that it is
DJ who is behind all the ideas
and he has played all over the
world, seen many golf courses
and been able to bring back
ideas. He doesn't get involved in
the running of the golf course but
['ve learned things from him and
he's learned from me.

“He is a front man who can
explain to members in the bar
why certain things are done. ”
said Dave, who also plays with
members every Saturday and
learns what they think has been a
good idea as well as what hasn't
gone down so well,

What has been universally
acclaimed, however, are the new
greens and Kedleston is a fine
example of how a potentially dis-
rupting process can be undertaken
by planning, professional execu-
tion and sound greenkeeping.

EQUIPMENT INVENTORY

Equipment Inventory

set of Hydraulic Five
One Set of 2 rifiers
Two Sets of Five Ransomes
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Buyers Guide

The most cost-effective way of reaching readers ol Greenkeeper
International, Simply ring Amanda Mayo, Jenny Panton or James
McEvoy on 01347 838581 and ask about an alphabetical
category listing: the cost starts from as little as £28 per month.

Agronomy

GoLF COURSE CONSULTANTS

¢ CoURSE MANAGEMENT

@ IN-DEPTH AGRONOMY ADVICE

@ MANAGEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION

AND RE-CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

@ FULL ANALYSIS SERVICE

For more details and a brochure contact:
G :;(s s

Sclence

Tel: 01204 366036
Fax: 01204 385276

GRASS SCIENCE
Garside Street
Bolton

BL1 4AE

Gordon Jaaback

consulting agronomist

offers a practical and scientific
approach to problem solving and
an all-round service towards
cost-effective golf course
construction and maintenance

Introductory visits without obligation

25 Cheviot Close
Tonbridge TNS 1NH

TelVFax
01732 350351

B Jamieson
Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson formery Director of
Agronomy with the PGA European Tour has
now lormad the above company offering
expert advice on

¢ Goll course maintenance

& Toumament preparation and presantabon
& Machinery selection

¢ Budgeting

& Sttt recrultment

¢ Soil and turf analysis

Contact: Bruce Jamieson

10 Ashiea, Hook, Hampshira RG27 9RQ
Telephone 01256 760870

PSD AGRONOMY LTD

A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY
SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB
and GREENKEEPER

« Contract ent of
Extensions and New

« Site Management and Problem
Diagnosis on Existing Courses

« Technical Advice and Support
ol year round

« Soil and Turt Analysis

For further information contact
David Stansfield ot John Hacker
42 Garstang Road. Preston PR1 INA
Tel: (01772) 884450 Fax: 884445

Animal Repellents

For Humane Rabbit Control

& FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
{ il CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

International

Greenkeeping’s premier
publication

Greenkeeper International!

YOU’RE ONTO A WINNER WITH

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

Find three tiny £50 notes
— win a real one, for free!

HERE WE GO with another chance to WIN £50 with

Write down the names of the three ads where the £50 notes
are located and send your entries on a postcard to: Note the Notes
Competition, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York, North
Yorkshire Y06 2NF, to be received by first post Friday August 15,
1997. The first correct entry drawn after that date will win £50.
It could be YOU! Enter today — and Note the Notes!

Judges’ decision s final. N

Guide section and spot THREE of them - they've been
reduced in size, but they're there, somewhere! e

All you have to do is take a look at this £50 note |/ =
symbol. Now look through the ads in the Buyers' / £
/

ot open 1o BIGGA waff

John Kerr, Head Greenkeeper at Enfield Golf
Club, was the lucky winner of last month’s

competition - a crisp £50 is on its way, John. It
could be YOUR TURN this month!

Animal Repellents

fAIRwAYS

DISCREET CONTROL

CONSULTANCY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING

Kabbits & Mobes ...
Cur ,oroi/enr /

SPRINGER HOUSE « WINDMILL LANE
KEMBLE + CIRENCESTER GLOS + GL7 6AN

TEL: 01285 770919
FAX: 01285 770910

Amenity Spraying

Vertidraining ¢ Aeriation ¢ Seeding
¢ Fentilising ¢ Top Dressing
¢ Contract Spraying ¢ All leading
brands of Seeds, Fertilizers
& Chemicals

Amenity Land Services Lid
3 Long Lane, Wellington,
Telford TF6 6HA

Contact: Brian Whipp, Jonathan Carr, Duncan Burton
Tel: (01952) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369

R - -‘@
VEEDIERE
PROFESSIONAL PESTICIDE APPLICATmN
AND ASSOCIATED TURF SERVICES
FOR ALL YOUR SPRAYING
REQUIREMENTS
Tel: 07000 481011
Fax: 07000 481022
Mobile: 0850 300104
Unit 12 Lindenhlll Road, Bracknell,
Berkshire RG42 1UT.
‘Weed Free' and the Daisy logo are registered
Trade Marks
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Howard Swan msc
ngel chbury B.A Dip.Arch

Golf Course Architects

Swan Golf Designs Limited
Telfords Barn, Willingate, Ongar,
Essex CMS5 OQF, England
Tel: 01277 896229 Fax: 01277 896300
E-Mail: SwanGolMesigns @ btinternet.com

A member of the
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF ARCHITECTS

Tell the indusiry of your
products and services,
through an advertisement in
greenkeeping$ top magazine

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF
COURSE ARCHITECTS

Representing the leading European
Practices in golf course design, working
worldwide and offering professional
services from initial site appraisals and
feasibilities, conceptual designs, 1o
detailed architecture, specifications and
project management and construction
design
Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon,
Guildtord, Surrey GU3 3PE

Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037

AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?

Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

Artificial Grass

- g -
Gabbotts Farm Barn,
/] Bury Lane, Withnell,
Chorley, Lancashire
PR6 8SW
Tel: 01254 831666
Fax: 01254 8]!066

'

f

t

§
———— - {.

¢ VERDE TEE FRAME !
Steel platform, woven grass top }
¢ VERDE WINTER TEE i
’

[

1

3

i

Generous size, self-install kit

¢ VERDE DRIVING MATS

Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices.

¢ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
¢ DRIVING BAYS AND NETS 4

For club and home use

4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE
‘L BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES,

Please call for samples & information
- - AR o b

§
{
:
i
]
i
b

Ball Washers

BAYCO

COURSE
ACCESSORIES GC700

S FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?
Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

B mulants
For increased root development

Rye grass leaf
and root growth

Yale University
Research
Studies.

ey

nay

& FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Bridges

§ TOTAL TIMBER ENGINEERING I
ST d Kieli=t)

BRIDGES
Pedestrian and Vehicular
REVETMENTS
SHEET PILING
SHELTERS

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS
THE SHIPYARD, GAINSBOROUGH
|| LINCOL \\NIRI DN21 ING

ll clephone (01427) 611500 fax (01427) 612867



mailto:SwanGolfDesigns@btinternet.com

Buildings

THE GREENKEEPER’S
CHOICE

Secure sectional steel buildings in various sizes.
@ Machinery & equipment storage
@ Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage
® Workshops @ Tool sheds
@ Trolley stores
@ Temporary fencing & secure
enclosures
For FREE design service, quotation,
brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW

= 0121 553 5723 (24hrs)

Elwell Buildings Ltd, 204 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich,
West Midlands B70 9DE. Fax: 0121 580 1172

Greenkeepers’ Stores
Driving Ranges
Club Houses

4 Machinery Storage

4 Maintenance Workshops

# Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage

# Offices and Staff Mess Rooms
FREE initial designs and costings

ﬁl Ilvan J Cooper Ltd

Steel Framed Buildings
Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET
Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662

Bunker Rakes

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES
FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH

Strong construction complete with
replaceable threaded handle
12 for £2.99 each [FTIPYErIyw——
50 for £2.69 each JELGTNFATIH
100 for £2.54 each EEELERTE
Prices are for complete rakes
delivered free.

Rake support pegs 70p each.
Made in UK by MW Dyason Ltd,
6/10 Hitchmead Road,
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH.

Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186

Chemical Disposal

CHEMICAL & EMPTY
CONTAINER DISPOSAL
A PROBLEM?
ENVIROGREEN offer a Specialist
Pesticide Disposal Service for both
full and empty Container disposal.

ENVIROGREEN LIMITED
49 Ringwood Road
Alderholt, near Fordingbridge,

Hampshire SP6 3DF
Tel: 0345 125398
Fax: 01425 656260

Grundon can provide safe
disposal for pesticides and
herbicides and all chemical

wastes. For more information
on how Grundon can help
with your “Duty of Care”
telephone 01491 834311

RD JONES & SONS

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

Design, Construction and
Refurbishment Specialists
Cae Coch Farm, Whitford, Flintshire,
North Wales CH8 9EP

Tel: 01745 561761 Fax: 01745 561988
MEMBERS OF BIGGA

J. & E. ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax 0118 972 2257

> 28 PUMP LANE
ngton ,,ornpean
WATERLOOVILLE
HAMPSHIRE
g PO89TS ENGLAND
— el TUF: (01705) 592390
Update Your Existing Course By:
TEE EXTENSIONS
GREEN RE-MODELLING
BUNKER ALTERATIONS
DRAINAGE
also NEW COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS
Jonathan Franks, Secretary,
BAGCC, 37 Five Mile Drive,
Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8HT
Tel/Fax: (01865) 516927

~5

CONTOUR

GOLF-LIMITED

Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses

Tel: 01327 879464
Mobile: 0385 272935

Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry,
Northants NN11 4QS
Irish Office: 026 471 83

=
C.). Collins

Construction
Golf Course Contractors

f*"s"“"% Burgess Hill, West Sussex
%P Cs Tel: 01444 242993

Ue Fax: 01444 247318

GO LoF
LANDSCAPES
LIMITED

ASHWELLS ROAD, BENTLEY
BRENTWOOD, ESSEX CM15 9SR

TEL: (01277) 373720
FAX: (01277) 374834

AVE YOU FOUND THE

Y £50 NOTES YET?
Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

A New Company...For Your Golf Course

/@ enovalions

Offering design and build remodels
Experienced Designers
Quality Construction
Fixed Price

Philip House, Stamford Road, Bowdon,
Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 2JU

Tel: 0161 929 8600

Fax: 0161 929 5060

Specialist Contractors
for the
Construction
of New
Golf Courses

J D GREASLEY LIMITED
o, Ashfield House" 1154 Melton Road,
£ Syston, Leicester LH7 2HB
$BAGCC;

«. .~ Telephone 0116 269 6766
’ Fax 0116 269 6866

WASHED
COCKLESHELLS

Delivered Nationwide
Britain’s No. 1 Supplier

30 PHOENIX
&3 PATHWAYS

Tel: 01229 468001
Fax: 01229 468002

I

BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK
Washed Cockleshells

Delivered Nationwide, Competitive Prices
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich,
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607

Mobile: 0850 353603

Course Equipment

“TACIT™

The best for less/

Tommy Tacit
says: “SAVE

THE TOP
SWIVELS

THE BOTTOM

DOESN'T

Lockon to Tacit’s new Flagstick
with Anti-wear Ferrule.

When used in conjunction with

Tacit’s quality Holecups, it will

prolong the life of the Flagsticks
and so keep them upright

longer.

For further details contact:

“TACIT

Golf Course Equipment Manufacturers

Tel: 01788 568818
Fax: 01788 537485

Drainage

Duncan Ross Prourag®

/\W""l Limited
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS
* Latest Sportsturf Trenching Machine
* Verti Draining % Sand Slitting
* Gravel sanding * Top Dressing

* Overseeding

Design Installation and Maintenance service

Tel/Fax: 01257 255321
Shevington, Wigan, Lancs

@)

IRELAND’S LEADING GOLF
COURSE EQUIPMENT &
ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER

FOR MORE INFORMATION
TEL: (01247) 271163
FAX: (01247) 471136

v ~
STEVENIPASK
CHRE - WEEE - Yas € 2D
Drainage and Sandslitting
Verti-Draining 2.5 & 1.5 Metre
Ryan GA30 and Amazone sand
Spreader Hire

Tee, Green and Bunker
Construction/Re-Modelling

Tel: 01529 455757

URSE

GOLF €O
CONSTRUCTION

Woodlands, Ellis Road, Boxted
Colchester, Essex CO4 5RN
Tel: (01206) 272834 Fax: (01206) 272104

BAYCO

COURSE

ACCESSORIES
A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
"' r‘ CONTACT US ON
e | € 0118 951 0033

E==BOURNE=

AMENITY
Specialists in Sports
pitch construction

Drainage design and
installation

Newenden, Cranbrook,
Kent TN18 5QG

Tel: 01797 252298
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Course Equipment

Drainage.

Vertidraining.

B
: Sand Slitting.

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

BARRY F COOPER
& ASSOCIATES

GOLF COURSE DRAINAGE
CONSULTANTS

COMPLETE SCHEME
DESIGN AND SUPERVISION

61 Station Road, Great Bowden,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 7HL

Tel: 01858 467684
Fax: 01858 433942

DRAINAGE

AND
CONSTRUCTION
OXFORD
Tel: 01865 736272 Fax : 01865 326176

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 SEB
Tel: 01722 716361 = Fax: 01722 716828

* Vertidrain * Top-dressing
* Land Drainage * Overseeding
* All types of construction

(01734) 795454

Winnersh, Reading, Berkshire

A\\ AGRIPOWER

LTD

Construction
Drainage
Stone Picking
Verti-Draining

Tel: (01494) 866776

SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service
Contact Geoff Sleath
Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075

Driving Range Equipment

RANGE SERVANT

UK Ltd

GOLF RANGE EQUIPMENT

Bal! Dispensers, Collectors
and Washers. Play Off Mats
and Winter Tee Mats

Tel/Fax: 01923 263777

at Abbott’s Toolhire, Hempstead Road,
Hunton Bridge, Watford. Herts WD1 3NJ

Environmental Monitoring

THE FULL RANGE OF
INSTRUMENTATION

Do you need to measure
* Soil/Water ph « Rain Fall
* Wind Speed
* Soil/Water Temperature
* Air Temperature/Pressure
* Relative Humidity

A | FORFURTHER INFORMATION
y CONTACT US ON

p 0118 951 0033

Founfains

For all your floating fountain and
aerator requirements, contact
S.G.l. Sales. Ask for details of our
large range for functional and
decorative displays.

S.G.l. Sales
6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 410085

Grass Cutting Equipment

EX DEMONSTRATION

AND TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED
GOLF COURSE MACHINERY AVAILABLE
FROM STOCK

JACOBSEN
BEAVER

‘ J
SISIS cusHMAN e
VERTI-DRAIN

N T e K UEOTH

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY ARRANGED «
P/meyﬁr a lg«// catalogue NOW
GREENSWARD ENG.CO. Manor Farm,
Otley Rd, Adel, Leeds LS16 7AL. Tel: 0113 267 6000

RYAN HAYTER

Enviromental Products

For natutw/ end
oronmeniel/
soltions vo gor

Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford,
Kent TN27 9DU
Tel: 01233 756241 Fax: 01233 756419

The Andersons.
Uniformly the best
in the business
The 2222e
Andersons

The Highest Quality Nitrogen
source in the industry with the most
uniform particle size available

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Fertiliser Spreaders

The complete range of

Professional Rotary and
Drop Spreaders

- r ~¢

AMTEC 50 AMTEC Drop Spreader

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Turf

Management

for
PRE-GERMINATED GRASS SEED
“LIQUID SOD” SPRAY ON GRASS
TOP DRESSINGS
GRASS SEED
FERTILISERS
HERBICIDES
HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS
and
All Turfcare Materials

Dromenagh Farm,
Sevenhills Road, Iver Heath,
Bucks SLO OPA

Tel: 01895 834411
Fax: 01895 834892

Systems

Installation.
Service.

~o
%
. Design. Supply.

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

T. & G. TURF
IRRIGATION SERVICES
38 Halfpenny Lane, Knaresborough,

North Yorkshire HG5 ONS
Tel & Fax: (01423) 864963
Full member of B.T.LIA.

Wate> ‘4’ Ae

'rr’tgat;.ov\ evrvices

Design. Supply. Installation. Service.
From full systems to improvements
on present systems and service.
Phone Now to find out how you can
Save Money!

Phone/Fax: 01405 814889 Office
Mobile 0421 578828
‘Meu Il be amngei where we foeupl

IRRIGATION

Supply, install, upgrade
and repair

Plows and trenchers for
sale/hire

Irrigation and Drainage
Services Ltd
Tel: 01633 893119

IRRIGATION

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment
to Golf Courses, Bowling Greens,
Landscapes, Horticulture.
*Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment.
*Existing Systems renovated and upgraded.
DESIGN — INSTALLATION - SERVICE
Call now for your Irrigation needs.

Cameron —
Unit 17-18 Highdown Industrial Estate,
Ringwood, Hants. BH24 IND
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296 [M-LS-C.

Auto House, Ashtree Works, Mill Road,
Barnham Broom, Norfolk NRY 4DE
Tel: 01603 759701 Fax: 01603 758200

Call now for all your water requirements on
commercial landscaping, golf courses, sports
grounds, bowling greens, private gardens.

Your irrigation specialis

¥ Installation
Sales
ATIO & Service
N.E. England, Yorkshire,
N. Lincs, N. Derbys, N. & S. Humberside
Contact: EB & L Simms
Tel: (01765) 602175 Fax: (01765) 603488
Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close,
Dallamires Lane, Ripon,
N Yorks HG4 1TT

atermation

Manufacturers, designers
and installers of

GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION
FOR 27 YEARS

Tongham Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU12 4AA

Tel: 01252 336838
Fax: 01252 336808
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Logic ; m m

Manufacturers & Distributors of
quality irrigation equipment
* EICON radio remote control for
TW2-1 and TW2-4
* AQUARIUS 2 PC based control
system, runs in Windows 95
* LOGIC decoders, compatible
with TW1 or TW2, 3 year warranty,
lightning protection included
Multiway outputs, up to 4 valves
from £18.00 per station

Tel: 01491 837 455

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LIMITED

Tel: (01932) 788301
Fax: (01932) 780437

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND
COMPLETE PROJECTS

BEST BUY B.O.I.L.

EXPERIENCE - EXPERTISE
CARE - SERVICE
since 1923

Founder Member BTLIA

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD

Tel: 01582 842800 Fax: 01582 842900
LITTLEHAMPTON

Tel: 01903 859933 Fax: 01903 859958
RINGWOOD

Tel: 01425 479232 Fax: 01425 472380
SANDBACH

Tel: 01477 500255 Fax: 01477 500633

SHREWSBURY

Tel: 01939 210877 Fax: 01939 210890
SCOTLAND LIMITED - BROXBURN

Tel: 01506 857666 Fax: 01506 857722

TURF

Irmigation

TURF IRRIGATION SERVICES LTD

A Nationwide
Irrigation Service

A well designed and installed irrigation system
is a vital component to a successful project.

OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems for
sportsground, recreational, amenity and
landscape areas.

We offer comprehensive expert consultations,
designs, quotations, manufacture, supply,
installation and service.

OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of
quality irrigation equipment for every
requirement.

| offices th the UK

For further information contact
Head Office on 01460 241939

NOCMIS

@Buckner Humtber 2axdsmo

Design and service you can trust

—DECIDE AFTER—
TALKING TO US...

As Europe’s most experienced
independent consultants we are always
ready to help you with advice on all
aspects of irrigation related matters.

PO BOX 1192
Fordingbridge

RO
Hants SP6 1YD

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS England

\_Tel: (01425) 652087 Fax: (01425) 652476 )

M J ABBOTT LIMITED NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION
Design, supplygd installation of DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
Ra/NIABIRD. BY AN INDEPENDENT,
Irrigation Systems ANY
. I: 1 r
AU RS
R |ABI

Hunter

The Irrigation Innovators

Phone or Fax for your list of

Hunfer e

throughout the UK and Ireland

Sportsground Irrigation Co.
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 810085

_nl]_: DDER

Equivalent to Watermation, CIC, Wright
Rain, Primetime, Robydome and TORO

4 No switches, more reliable

4 3 year warranty

4 Multi-outputs available

@ Low cost address programmer
¢ Competitively priced

TONICK WATERING

Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500
Associate Member of BTLIA

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports

and Leisure Grounds
o Designed e Supplied o Installed

GLEN HEAT & IRRIGATION
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

@! Tel: (01775) 722327
1 Fax: (01775) 725444

@“'\’\‘ SERVICES

’ ‘ IRRIGATION CONTROL

DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALL, SERVICE

INSTALLING THE WORLD’S
FINEST IRRIGATION PRODUCTS
Area dealers for:
Hunfer and Woc'hormcnc.

WINSFORD CHESHIRE
Tel: 01606 558 927

Fax: 01606 862 882

CY ) Irrigation Systems
& Equipment

For all your irrigation
requirements, whether a new
nstallation or system
refurbishment — contact us now for

a free survey, design and
quotation.

I.L.S. Irrigation Systems &
Equipment, Oundle Road,
Lutton, Peterborough PE8 5ND
Tel/Fax: 01832 272450

WARDLE ASSOCIATES

¢+ * « INDEPENDENT

IRRIGATION

CONSULTANTS
mmmm Objective, practical
and non-partisan advice

Feasibility Studies, Performance Specs,
Design and Project Management

Giles Wardle BSc. MSc. MIAgrE.
Unit 6, Lichfield Auction Centre
Fradley Park, Lichfield WS13 8NF
Tel & Fax: 01543 411 771

e
5  Lemgamion
o | —
L) 1Y Cou'rnouun
(Inc. MACPENNY-CAMERON IRRIGATION)

IRRIGATION

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses,
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture
% Manul of irrication Eaut
* Existing Sy d and
DESIGN - INSTALLATION ~ SERVICE
Call now for all your Irrigation needs.
MISC LTD, Unit 18, Hightown Industrial Estate,
Ringwood, Hants BH24 1ND
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296

IRRIGATION

SEIVIC[““E & IRRIG

East Midlands Area
Installation, Sales and
Service

Everton, Doncaster, DN10 SDR
Tel: (01777) 817410

Irrigation Pumps

NATIONWIDE SPECIALISTS
SUPPLIERS - INSTALLATION - SERVICE
OF IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT
TO GOLF COURSES, BOWLING GREENS,
LANDSCAPES AND HORTICULTURE
EXISTING SYSTEMS RENOVATED
AND UPGRADED

Tel: 01908 511255 Fax: 01908 511288

GRUNDFOS %

@ Borehole pumps for water

supply b
@ Pressure boosting pumps for
Irrigation

@ Heating & Hot Water Service
pumps for clubhouses
For details of distributors and installers

throughout the UK freephone Grundfos
on 0500 002621

1'104'

Lake Construction/Liners

GT GROUP
LEAST COST

WATERPROOFING OF
LAKES AND RESERVOIRS
- using lining membranes and associated
geosynthetic materials.
# Compreh service
owners/architects/consultants and contractors
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road,
Nayland, COLCHESTER CO6 4LT

bk

Lake Management
CRYSTAL CLEAR WSP

100% Biological Control of
Algae with additional benefits of
increased water clarity.

LAKE COLORANT WSP

Create a natural blue colour to
your lakes, water hazards, ponds
with the ease of WSP packets.

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

AN CONTACT US ON
s, | @ 0118 951 0033

Liquid Fertilisers

Spoon feed your turf

this summer for less
LA than £50 per
hectare.

* Bent Grass Special
28-8-18

* Zero Phosphate Special
25-0-25

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

CONTACT US ON

Ve | € 0118 951 0033

Microbe Products

* THATCH
* BLACK LAYER

« FUNGI ATTACK A"BAC
* TREE GROWTH toNature
A UNIQUE BLEND OF BENEFICIAL MICROBES.

FEEDING

THE NATURAL AND COST EFFECTIVE WAY TO
CREATE A LIVING GREEN.

TEL: 01759 302323  FAX: 01759 305676

Mower Spares

MOWER ACCESSORIES
LTD

Manufacturers of high
quality lawnmower
blades and cylinders.
Suppliers of spares and
accessories.

65 Forncett Street
Sheffield S4

Tel: 0114 276 5825
Fax: 0114 276 5855

Superscreened Sphagnum Peat
for Golf Course Construction
and Maintenance
Conforms to BS4156
Weed and Pathogen Free
Provides quick and even establishment
Excellent water retention during dry periods
Reduced risk of dry.patch
Consistent quality for easy handling and
mixing
*  Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide
Finnfibre Horticulture Ltd
Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road,
East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1AW
Tel: 01903 859555 Fax: 01903 859666

KR

Lining specialists
Ponds * Reservoirs * Lakes
Golf Water Features

Tel: 01794 390708
Fax: 01794 390183

For technical and sales

Tel: (01206) 262676 Pest Control

Fax: (01206) 262998

_FIRST-IN-LINE- PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Arch Cottage, Bulmer, York
RABBITS MOLES SQUIRRELS
Jess Yorkshire 01653-618 763
Les Humberside 01652-659 308
Neil Newcastle 0191-489 0690
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____ph Control |
ZEPHYR,

WATER TREATMENT lll)

ph and chlorine control for turf quality
improvement. Individually designed and
installed dosing system for
irrigation applications.

23 Brassmill Enterprise Centre,

Brassmill Lane, Bath, Avon BA1 3JN
Tel: 01225 334838 Fax: 01225 442028

LR STRANCO.

Water Quality Control
pH and chlorine control and dosing systems for
your irrigation water, for improved turf quality.
Nationwide installation and commissioning
service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes
STRANCO LTD.
17 Apex Park, Hailsham, East Sussex.
Tel 01323 441744 Fax 01323 441611

Greenturf Systems

for pH Control using
“PHAIRWAY” solution
Contact:

S.G.l. Sales

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 410085

FREE SOIL AND WATER TESTING

A1

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

For keen prices contact
Mr David Robinson
Tel/Fax 0161 456 7109

at ‘STRIKE TOP TURF’

A1 CONSTRUCTION
GRADE SLEEPERS

Any quantity, delivered anywhere
also
COCKLESHELL
PATH MEDIA

Bulk loads, discounted prices

FINETURF PRODUCTS
01375 361606

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
8’6” X ‘IOII X 5II

CROSSING TIMBERS
12” x 6” up to 16" long

Price quoted for number required

Tel (01233) 625121 or 620277

Faggs Fleet

Whitfield Road,
Ashford, Kent

@ = PHOENIX SPORTSTURF
SERVICES

&
QUALITY ROOTZONES
USGA Spec available
Tel: 01229 468001 Fax: 01229 468002

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

Specialist Manufacturer and Supplier
(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top
Dressings — to all specifications including
USGA. Supplied nationwide.
Please phone for quotation.
Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

(EBENEZER MEARS)

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND

for Tees - Greens - Bunkers

and drainage sands and shingles

Wintersells Road. Byfleet. KT14 7AZ

01932 345616

GRUNDON

NOW SPREADING
IN YOUR AREA

Top Dressing
Bunker Sand
Root Zone
Tees Dressing
All Aggregates
Path Gravels
Cockleshell

NEW HOTLINE NUMBER:
Contact Gordon
on 01367 244078

| Seats, tables, chairs,
benches,
planters and lit
terbins made
from plantation
grown teak. Listed in
the Good Wood Guide.
Send for brochure
D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road,
Patchway, Bristol BS12 STB
Tel: 0117 931 5335 Fax: 0117931 5334

Sports Netting

SPORTS NETTING

DDD mnnnr
aEE

@ PERIMETER NETTING

@ TARGET NETS

@ ANTI BALL PLUGGING

@ GRASS GERMINATION

@ ANTI DAZZLE NETTING

©® PADDED/NET BAY DIVIDERS
@ CHIPPING NET

® PRACTICE NETS

@ 'EPIC' TARGET GREEN

@ BALLSTOP FENCING

%

B/I your \k)
squlpmsnt
I‘BQUII‘EITIBIT

Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee
& Practice Mat

Golf Course Furniture

Driving Range & Practice Ground
Equipment

Flooring & Pathways

Tel: 01704 571271

Fax: 01704 571272

Tree Planting

(! Eastcote
’4.% Nurseries
Yot (Solihull) Ltd

* Tree Spade hire

* Tree moving

* Semi mature trees
Nationwide service

Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull,
West Midlands B92 0JL
Tel: 01675 442033
Fax: 01675 442324

TUFTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS, CARRYMATS
AND PUTTING
SURFACES FROM

CARPETITION LTD

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: (01484) 428777 Fax: (01484) 423251

Top Dressings

/" \
Martins

N

OF COURSE
FOR

* QUALITY TOP DRESSING

* FULL RANGE OF ROOTZONES
* OAKAMOOR BUNKER SAND
* PAR-LINK PATHWAY GRAVEL

MARTIN BROTHERS

Tel: 01625 614121
Fax: 01625 618282

TGA BAGC(

QD SSVEREIGN

TURF

ALL YEAR ROUND
QUALITY TURF

o e
SALES HOTLINES: ;@;
Tel: 01603 746229 et
Fax: 01603 746243 for TGA
Mob: 0850 752744  APPROVED TURF

FIR TREE FARM * BLAXHALL + WOODBRIGE IP12 2DX

S R\
Growers  “TSA°

and suppliers of quality
cultivated Tees,
Greens and Amenity
Turf countrywide.
Tel: (01427) 890797
Fax: (01427) 891785
North Carr Farm, West Stockwith,

Nr Doncasater, South Yorkshire,
DN109 4BD

All Seasons Dressings [>

for CONSTRUCTION 3
OF TEES, GREENS &

BUNKERS

References available

119 London Road,
Kingston, Surrey KT2 6NH
Tel: 0181 546 3960

STERILISED TOP
DRESSINGS from £18 per ton

®* PHOENIX
SPORTSTURF
Tel: 01229 468001 Fax: 01229 468002

Tip Top Turf.

Seed grown turf available in one sq yd
or large 25 sq yd rolls with laying
machines or service available.

Tel: 01908 270701 * Fax: 01908 374889

AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?
Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!

Get searching!

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTED
OFFICTAL TURF PRODUCERS
TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

Please contact Head Office for more information:

THE INTURF GROUP

Regent Street * Pocklington * York YO4 2QN
Telephone 01759 304101 * Fax 01759 305229

§O & g ol

TEL: 01179 669684

© ROOTZONES <
2 DIVOTMIXES ©
TOP-DRESSINGS ~ 4
SCREENED SOILS
- DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS

Alan Hadley Limited, Fenton House,
102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross,
Reading, Berkshire RG7 1BJ

Tel: 0118 988 3266

Fax: 0118 988 4538
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Jubilee Seeds & Turf

QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF
FOR ALL GOLF COURSE and
OTHER APPLICATIONS:
Greens, Tees, Surrounds, Bunkers, etc
TEL/FAX 01797 320536
Jubilee Villa, 3 Ness Road,
Lydd, Kent TN29 9DP




For a finer class of grass...

The independent supplier with a wide product range
of turf for all applications.

Grasslands Turf Farm
Ashford Road, New Romney, |Grasslands
Kent TN28 8TH. Tel: (01797)

367130 « Fax: (01797) 367929

Turf Dressings

Bihe

B "1 BOUGHTON
s LOAM LTD.
For
TURF DRESSINGS
ROOT ZONE MIXES
SCREENED TOP SOILS
BUNKER SANDS

HORTICULTURAL
COMPOSTS

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants
Tel: 01536 510515

Q Lawns @

Growers of Quality Turf
* Uniquely cultivated on fine
dark soils
* Next day deliveries
* Quality assured company
1ISO 9002

British Field Products Limited [
Corkway Drove, Hockwold, |4}
Thetford, Norfolk IP26 4JR

Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911

FLOTATION
TURF TYRES

* Wide Flat Treads *
* Custom Made Wheels x
* New and Used available %
ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs

Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265

S EWARD
TURF MAINTENANCE

Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre
Gravel Banding over seeding
Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming
and Top Dressing

Phone York: 01904 765949
Freephone: 0500 432120

PARKER HART

CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS

VERTI-DRAINING * HOLLOW CORING
TOP DRESSING * SEEDING
SAND SLITTING * SAND BANDING
DRAINAGE
Qualified and experienced staff
Plus all your sports turf, amenity and
horticultural supplies
Contact Anne Wicks (Contracts
Manager) Tel: 0181 337 7791
Fax: 0181 330 7392

== BOURNE=

Manufacturers of
top dressing & rootzones

Suppliers of bunker sands

BOURNE AMENITY

Newenden, Cranbrook,
TN18 5QG Tel: 01797 252298

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

for Fendress Top Dressing
¢ Fendress Superfine
¢ Economy Dressing
* Rootzone Mixes
¢ Screened Fensoil * Screened Peat
* Screened Loam ¢ Kiln Dried Sand
* Bunker Sands

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

1 BAII.EY'S
{‘ NORFOLK
supply

PROFESSIONAL TURF DRESSINGS
FOR THE PROFESSION
* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
* SAND * SCREENED TOP SOIL
Deliveries nationwide
BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich,
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607
Mobile: 0850 353603

International
Greenkeeping’s premier
publication

Vertidraining Hire

Fairway Landscapes

GOLF COURSE & SPORTS GROUND
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

Overseeding * Top Dressing * Deep Hollowcoring
Greens * Tees * Bunkers « Drainage * Verti Draining
Machine Hire » Visual & Verbal References

Tel or Fax: 01726 843003 Mobile: 0468 633569

CABOT SPORTS
South West

Verti-draining
Specialists

® Overseeding @
® Stone Burying @

Competitive and Reliable
Telephone: (0117) 982 0054
Fax: (0117) 982 0052
Portview Rd, Avonmouth, Bristol BS11 9LQ

WORTH
DRAINING

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Blooaworth

WORTH DRAINING
Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

ROSS OLl\/tR

@ VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds
@ STONE PICKING @ RYAN HOLLOW TYNER
@ SAND SPREADERS @ DIRECT DRILLS

Greystones, Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP
Tel: (01841) 540222 Fax: (01637) 881057

Weed Control

PETER MANNIN GTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service
Phone Peter on 01580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061
Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,
Wadhurst, East Sussex TNS 7DL

VERTIDRAIN 1.5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire
Coremaster & Core Harvester.
Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo &
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and
Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors,
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance

Machinery for sale.
For further details contact:
RJ & J Campey
Il| Marton, Macclesfield

Tel: 01260 224568
J&w Fax: 01260 224791

Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain's No. 1 for
QUALITY - SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Fairway House. South Stage. Broadway.
Saiford Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ

Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554

Alder Root Golf Club

VERTIDRAINING
Competitive rates and prompt
service offered throughout the

North West

For details contact:
Ernie Lander on 01925 291919

or 0831 448817

Equipment & Services

Battery powered, hand-held & boat
mounting underwater weedcutters.
Contract weed harvesting/removal.

Herbicide & Barley straw treatments

Aquatic Weed Control N

For total aquatic weed control, contact:

REEDMAN SERVICES
Tel: 01427 718712 Fax: 01427 718121

complete weed control

GETTING TO THE ROOT
OF THE PROBLEM!

The UK’s leading specialist spray contractor
with local service centres nationwide.

{01608 644044

Wetting Agents

Do you want to...

* enhance water penetration?

* aid the fight against dry patch?
* stimulate soil microbes?

by using...

* a 100% organic product

* a non-scorching formula

b FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
A? l CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Wood Chips

-\ Landscape
Supplies

For top quality
mulch and
screened
woodchip please
ring 01604 847416
or 0468 662473
and ask for

Roger Hart

BRYLINE LTD

Walkway fibre
used for golf paths
and walkways.
Clean, dry surface
underfoot.

Telephone:
01604 864227 and
01604 864204

Tell the industry of your
products and services,
through an advertisement in
greenkeeping’s top magazine
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

If you
haven’t found
the ads with
the 3 symbols

in yet,

TRY
AGAIN:

IT COULD
BE WORTH

£950

TO YOU!
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Machinery For Sale

J.D.3235 FAIRWAY MOWER 8 blade ESP reels,
325hrs worked, in “as new” condition ...............ccceeeuenn. £17.950

SABO ROBERINE 1900 4WD FAIRWAY MOWER
7 blade floating head units choice of 2:
Wilhoubioabese o s e, 0K [ R GLG T~ ey £ 11,950

IFTING
SOLUTIONS

:) HEALTH AND SAFETY

g T R R O S A PN 1 g (el it s £14,750
gty WE ARE a leading JACOBSEN 3810, 2WD 5 blade units,
kgs), this uniquely Supplier of workbenches and Sbladeunts 1800hs very tidy..... St R e £ 9,250

adjustable lift is a
firm favourite with i}

lifting equipment - LARGE and JACOBSEN 1671, 3WD, 5 blade units,

Dealers, Local 5 blade units, sharpened, serviced, 620hrs, very tidy ...... £. 5950
Avthosics o0y SMALL - to Golf Courses and FORD 1920 TRACTOR, ex demo, 40hrs ................... £ 12,950
=t ORI . Local Authorities FORD 1920 TRACTOR, roll bar, turf tyres, 800hrs ....... £ 8650

Ring Tony Watson on FORD 2120 TRACTOR, 300hrS ...............c.cocoovvnnnnnn. £13,750

All prices are subject to VAT @ 17.5%
Other tractors 2 & 4 WD available also tractors with loaders.
Also large selection of mowers and sports turf maintenance

machinery available.

For further details and up to date
CHARNWOOD & HIGHMERES

1480 455580

R+R UK Ltd, Blackstone Road, Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 6EF J

~ GKPR 08/96

Jobn
D'OP

Will you soon qualify? machinery list contact:

Tel: 01260 224568
Fax: 01260 224791

Are you living abroad but
looking to move to the UK?

>

Perhaps you just fancy Pest Control

Now seeking first job
(temporary or permanent).
Reliable, enthusiastic and hard
working. Reference available.
Any area considered.

Box No. JS72/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2 NF

Call Amanda or James on

01347 838581

for details of
Greenkeeper International’s
Job Shop feature.

27 years old fully Qualified First
Assistant Greenkeeper. | have 9 yrs
experience on a Parkland course.
| currently hold City & Guilds phase
1 & phase 2, PA1 & PA2A spraying
certificates, BIGGA Supervisory &
Management courses Module 1,
Module 2 & Module 5.
| have a thorough knowledge of
greenkeeping practices including
supervising and motivating staff.
| would prefer Surrey area but
would consider Sussex and Kent
areas as well.

Box No. JS73/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2 NF

30 year old New Zealand Golf
Course Superintendent, reliable,
hardworking, enthusiastic. 13 years
experience in profession with
relevant qualifications. In depth
experience in construction, 4 years
on N.Z. Championship Links
Course. Seeking Course
construction. First Assistant or
Deputy Head Greenkeeper post in
U.K. or Europe. Professional
attitude, References available.

Box No. JS71/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2 NF

20 years old Qualified Assistant
with PA1 & PA6 spraying
certificates, seeking a 12 month
placement. Keen and reliable
worker who is ambitious and
willing to learn from others.
Two years experience, has own
transport and is willing to travel.
Reference and CV available.
Phone: 01297 20447

Box No. JS72/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2 NF

Overseas member
seeking employment.

College graduate from
Ryde School of Horticulture
in Landscaping and
Greenkeeping.
University degree in
irrigation.

10 years experience on
division 1 golf course as
greenkeeper/ Assistant
Superintendent.

Box No. JS66/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2 NF

a new job? Sale of

For only £19.95, Fahaie Ntery FREE RABBIT CONTROL
Recently qualified at this space could be 1 LLOYDS PALADIN 50 mile radius of Chesterfield,
Cannington College, in BTEC working for YOU! 10 hre i ihuRarsamiing g, £ 2.995 over 50 miles ring for details.
National Diploma in Golf 45 years experience, no guns.

Course Management, inclusive - 4 JACOBSEN GKV GIVE ME A TRY
of 9 months work experience. Q‘b S he Q) Plasel, Spemon Cbre, 11995 YOU HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE

JACOBSEN TRI-KING BUT YOUR RABBITS.

1972, Diesel 50 hrs ... ... $11,495
All + VAT

TEL: 0116 237 5454

Phone Gordon on 01246 852010

ROBIN DAGGER

Jor Keenest Possible
Price on
New Machinery

contact: B & J Widdop on

Tel: 01422 352075

Intermational

Greenkeeping’s
Premier
Publication

Call Amanda or Jenny
on:

01347 838581

Soil Conditioners

STEWARTS
KELPIE

of
NATURAL ORGANIC
SEAWEED SOIL
CONDITIONERS
AVAILABLE FROM STEWARTS
TEL: 0131 663 6617
FAX: 0131 663 0651
AND FROM GEM PROFESSIONAL
TEL: 01254 356611
FAX: 01245 236775

Trees

Sturdy ornamental trees
* Spring * Summer
* Autumn colouring

FOR SALE

Tel: Mr MacMillan
01475 540 612 or 647
West Scotland
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Trentham Golf Club

(est. 1894)

Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD
GREENKEEPER/
COURSE MANAGER

Set in 155 acres of North Staffordshire countryside,
Trentham is a parkland course with some
heathland characteristics.

The successul applicant will possess all relevant
greenkeeping qualifications (Level 4), will have a
proven record of man management and be
experienced in the maintenance and first class
presentation of a golf course.

Knowledge of turf management, modern machinery
and irrigation systems essential.

An excellent salary package will be tailored to the
successful candidate in recognition of the importance
of this position. Accommodation is not available, but

relocation expenses will be met.

Please apply in writing, enclosing a CV, to:

The Secretary, Trentham Golf Club,
Barlaston Old Road, Trentham,
Staffordshire ST4 S8HB

Maidenhead Golf Club

Set in Berkshire, 35 miles west of London, requires a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

To succeed our Head Greenkeeper, who is retiring after 35 years
with the club, and lead a team of hardworking greenstaff.

Suitable applicants should be fully versed in the methods and
techniques required to maintain and present a golf course and
ancillary areas to the highest standard. They should possess a
recognised greenkeeping qualification and be conversant with the
use of up to date methods and resources.

Reporting to the Secretary/Manager, this is an ideal opportunity for
an ambitious and dedicated greenkeeper to utilise his/her skills
across the broad remit of course management. This will include the
management and motivation of the greenstaff and the scope to
enhance and improve this vital area of a members’ club.

An excellent package will be offered to the successful applicant in
recognition of the importance of the position.

Accommodation is not included.
Please apply in writing enclosing a CV to:

Mr J S W Scott, Secretary/Manager, Maidenhead Golf Club,
Shoppenhangers Road, Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 2PZ

Melbourn & Kingsway
Golf Centre Limited

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Opened in April 1991, the Centre currently
consists of a 9 hole golf course, 9 hole par 3
pitch & putt course, 40 bay all weather luxury

floodlit driving range, professional shop,
bar and lounge facilities.

Applicants must possess a recognised
qualification and be experienced in all aspects
of course management. The ability to lead and

motivate a small team of greenstaff, organise
work programmes and maintain health and
safety requirements is essential. Practical
knowledge of modern greenkeeping machinery
and budgetary control is also required.

Please send written application with full CV to:

The Manager, Melbourn & Kingsway
Golf Centre Limited, Cambridge Road,
Melbourn, Royston, Herts SG8 6EY

Hendon Golf Club

invite applications for the post of

COURSE
MANAGER

The primary responsibilities of this challenging position
relates to the management and development of the
Harry Colt designed course.

Key areas are as follows:

B Maintenance and presentation of the golf course to the
highest standards

B Care of all landscaping, trees and wildlife conservation areas
B Supervision and development of all greenkeeping staff

B Administration of work programme and budgetary control for
operational and capital areas.
The successful candidate requires the following attributes:

W A recognised qualification in agronomy, horticulture, plant
science with specialisation in golf course management

M Strong working knowledge of all modern golf course
management practices with the ability to train, motivate and
direct staff
M A proven ability to prepare and monitor budgets, inventories
and expenditure.
Salary and conditions of service negotiable depending on
qualifications and experience. Accommodation available.
Please send Curriculum Vitae by 21st August 1997 to:

The General Manager, Mr D E Cooper, Hendon Golf Club,
Ashley Walk, Devonshire Road, Mill Hill, London NW7 1DG
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mternational
Call Amanda or

Jenny on:

01347 838581

Duff House
%% Royal Golf Club

HEAD GREENKEEPER

We require a working Head Greenkeeper for our creditable and

pension scheme and good working conditions a beautifully situated house
is provided by the Club.
You will require to have the necessary experience and qualifications
along with drive and proven leadership qualities to lead, motivate
and manage greenstaff. A good working knowledge of machinery and
irrigation systems would also be beneficial.
Applications with full CV to:

The Hon Secretary, Duff House Royal Golf Club,
The Barnyards, Banff, AB45 3SX

well established 18 hole parkland Golf Course. As well as an attractive wage,

Ring of Kerry Golf & Country Club

An exciting new 18 hole golf course, currently under construction
overlooking Kenmare Bay in Co. Kerry, Eire, wishes to appoint a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of greenkeeping,
with recognised qualifications, and have a sound knowledge of
modern course maintenance machinery and irrigation. The
successful applicant will also possess proven team leadership skills
and the ability to prepare and control work schedules and budgets.
Previous experience of creeping bent grasses and ‘growing-in’ a golf
course with USGA specification greens would be an advantage.

also

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Applicants for this position must also be fully experienced in all
aspects of the job and hold appropriate recognised qualifications.
The successful applicant will be highly motivated and keen to further
his/her career at a new establishment being constructed to the
highest standards.

Attractive salaries and conditions for the right applicants.
Apply in writing, with detailed CV, to:

Mr Dominic Reid, c/o Reid & Co., 30 High Street, Southgate,
London N14 6EE
(mark envelope ‘Greenkeeper Application’)

SWINGTIME

|ll!lll(l0lllll GAOUP

Swingtime Golf Centre Leeds
require a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

for our new 9 hole, par 32 Golf Course. This position would suit a
qualified Assistant Head Greenkeeper looking for a promotion.

Salary negotiable. No accommodation.
Please apply in writing with your current CV to:
Miss S Frost, Swingtime Leeds Ltd, Redcote Lane, Leeds LS4 2AW

EXPERIENCED
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

required by established company supplying top dressings,
sands, path media and numerous allied products to
golf courses and local authorities in the South East and
Greater London area.

Salary and commission negotiable depending
on experience and proven sales record.

Apply in writing to:
Fineturf Products, Thameside House,
Schoolfield Road, Grays, Essex RM20 3HR

Bothwell Castle Golf Club

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and experienced greenkeepers
for the position of

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate a thorough knowledge of
all aspects of course management, modern greenkeeping machinery and have
proven man management ability. Salary negotiable.
Please write giving full details to:
The Secretary, Bothwell Castle Golf Club,
Blantyre Road, Bothwell, Glasgow G71 8PJ

Romford Golf Club Ltd

We currently have a vacancy for an

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Greenkeeping experience is essential
Apply in writing with CV to:
Secretary/Manager, Romford Golf Club,

Heath Drive, Gidea Park,
Romford, Essex RM2 5QB
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Wortley Golf Club

A parkland/heathland/moorland course, this Members’ Club
was founded in 1894 and is now looking to appoint a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

to lead a hardworking team and succeed the present
incumbent, who is shortly to retire
after 25 years service.

Applicants must have good all round experience and
minimum qualifications to NVQ Level 3 to enable

them to maintain and improve the course, including
the ability to contribute to its future development.

A knowledge of the COSHH and Health and Safety
Regulations and their daily applications is essential.

Reporting to the Greens Chairman and working within
annual financial budgets, this is a superb opportunity
for a dedicated greenkeeper.

If you feel you have the qualities required to meet this
criteria then please apply in writing, enclosing a
comprehensive CV and details of your
current remuneration to:

Mr W H M Hoyland, Honorary Secretary,
Wortley Golf Club, Hermit Hill Lane,
Wortley, Sheffield S35 7DF

PARKER HART

TURF MANAGEMENT

TECHNICAL
REPRESENTATIVE

required to manage an existing and
established customer base in Surrey
and South London

Parker Hart is an old established company in the
amenity and sportsturf market, with a wide
range of products, plus in-house contracting and
machinery repair services.

Parker Hart offers a competitive salary,
commission, bonus, company pension,
private health cover and company car.

The successful applicant will have a knowledge

of the sportsturf fertilizer /pesticide market and,

ideally, BASIS qualified, but full training will be
given, as necessary.

Please apply in writing to:

C Williams, MD, Parker Hart, Malden Road,
Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 7NF

......

COMPACT
TRACTOR

33HP FOUR-WHEEL
DRIVE POWER

“from a
distinguished
stable”

The Trusty compact tractor has been specially designed to
operate in conditions where versatility and flexibility are a
prime importance. The Steed will travel where conventional
tractors cannot operate in such situations as golf courses,
playing fields, sports centres, orchards, parks, nurseries,
flower and vegetable gardens.

The Trusty Steed has been tailored to suit a variety of
applications and can be fitted with a wide range of front and
rear operating attachments.

For further details or if you would be interested in a demonstration
please contact Richard Knifton at:

THE TRUSTY TRACTOR CO.
The White House, Dancers Hill Road,
Bentley Heath, Barnet, Herts. EN5 4RY
Tel: 0181-440 6165 or 0181-440 5462
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Hoofmark (UK) Ltd

Importers and distributors of the

GOLPLA

GRASS PAVING SYSTEM

giving over 90% grass coverage to car parks,
access roads, footpaths etc.

U : 5

The patented INTERLOCKING systems offers lateral
restraint in addition to control of line and level, whilst
ground pins are available to permit use on gradients and
for slope stabilisation.

High load bearing capacity — 100% recycled HDPE.

Telephone: 0191 3888 494
Fax: 0191 3882 167

E-mail: hoofmark_ukltd @compuserve.com
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Continuing the debate into the
benefits of alternative spikes
with a look at some of the
research which has already
been taken place. By lan
McClements, Regional
Turfgrass Agronomist STRI.

ome traditionalists may argue

that golf would not be the same
without spiked shoes, that may be
partly true but could significant
improvements in the playing quality
of the putting surfaces be achieved
almost overnight if clubs made the
switch and enforced a ban on metal
spikes?

Golf was played long before spiked
shoes became fashionable and it was
not until the 1920s that golf shoes
with spikes became standard foot
gear. As with so many fashions in
golf this switch was probably fuelled
by a series of victories from promi-
nent golfers winning championships
in spiked shoes. A willing public were
quick to follow their heroes in the
belief that they too required the extra
traction offered by these devices. The
power behind a 250 yard drive is
derived from the legs firmly attached
to the surface. Not everyone drives
the ball 250 yards or requires that
kind of grip and not every round of
golf is played under wet slippery con-
ditions. More to the point what type
of damage does the spiked shoe
inflict upon the turf?

At least six separate studies in to
the effects of golf shoe damage on
turf have been conducted in the USA,
the earliest dating back to 1948. Sur-
prisingly this early study was under-
taken because of concerns arising
from a newly developed “lug sole".
This is described a being similar to a
moulded, rubber, artificial turf shoe.
The study compared the effects of
this with a standard steel spike and
found that the lug soles caused con-
siderably less damage. Further vari-
ous studies have been undertaken in
1958, 1965, 1982, 1994 and most
recently 1995. Every study has con-
sistently shown that metal spiked golf
shoes are the most damaging
footwear option yet so many players
have still to be convinced about the
positive benefits of spikeless or other
alternatives.

The USGA Green section study in
1982 demonstrated that the metal
spike caused the longest lasting dam-
age in both wet or dry conditions
requiring a period of up to four weeks
to fully recover. Spikes do not aerate
the surface, if anything they cause
additional compaction as the weight
of the golfer is borne directly on the
shoulder of a limited number (11-12)
of spikes. The pressure exerted by a
73 kg player would amount to
approximately 7,335 ka/m2 if both
feet were firmly planted upon the
ground!

The 1994 study at Ohio State Uni-
versity measured ball roll on Pen-

Ouch!

You're

hurting me

The possible agronomic
benefits of banning
metal spikes

cross turf that had been subjected to
soft. and metal spiked treatments.
After ten minutes walking the soft
spike alternatives achieved a 9%
increase in ball roll when compared
to the traditional spike. As ball speed
declined the ball rolled smoother and
truer over the surface subjected to
the soft spike treatment. These plots
were almost indistinguishable from
the control that had received no treat-
ment while the metal spiked plots
were described as being “chewed”.
Following a single day’s play, based
on 200 rounds, each green may have
received 114,400 spike marks, the
majority of these concentrated
around the hole. Spike marks remove
part of the skill from the game and
penalise good putters. Is it any won-
der that golfers complain about
missed putts?

One can only imagine other possi-
ble agronomic benefits of the spike-
less alternative. The metal spike
abrades and damages the leaf and
crown tissues of the plant providing
readily accessible sites for fungal
invasion. Softer spikes could be
kinder on leaf tissues and less dam-
aging improving sward retention and
offering financial savings through
reduced fungicide applications.

New, tender grass growth is more
easily damaged and new greens often
tend to spike up more readily than
well established surfaces. Turf with a
stononiferous growth habit can also
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spike up quite badly and, of course,
poa invasion on new greens is a real
concern to both Course Managers
and golfers alike, spiking the greens
intensively on a daily basis may sim-
ply provide a seed bed for annual
meadow grass establishment but
equally by eliminating spikes the bent
grasses will be healthier and better
able to resist annual meadow grass
encroachment. Clearly this requires
more research before unsubstanti-
ated claims are made.

Everyone is familiar with worn
areas that result from concentrated
winter traffic near a tee or close to a
green side bunker. Spikeless alterna-
tives may help to reduce this phe-
nomenon, after all wear damage is
greatest during the winter months
when the ground is wettest and the
turf’s ability to recover is weakest. At
the same time individual benefits are
likely to be site specific.

There are wider implications to the
alternative spike and hidden financial
costs. Capital diverted to repairing
damage caused to wooden bridges,
paths, artificial teeing surfaces, steps,
seats, mowing equipment and locker
room flooring could be more fruitfully
used in improving course presenta-
tion and playing quality.

Traditional metal spikes clearly
affect playing quality and damage all
surfaces they come into contact with
but are there any disadvantages?
Many players are convinced that the

spikeless alternatives are dangerous
and provide less traction. In some
respects they do provide less grip but
public courses tend to have more
heavily damaged greens caused by
inexperienced golfers dragging their
feet across the putting surfaces. It is
a question of making the necessary
adjustment to the type of footwear
used, lifting the feet higher when
using metal spikes or by exercising
greater care on hilly terrain or wet
slopes in soft spikes. Many older
golfers have commented that shoes
fitted with alternative spikes are more
comfortable and at the same time
experienced less back stress. There is
no shoe that is slip proof and the
spike can give a false sense of secu-
rity. | recently spoke to one golfer
who badly sprained his wrist after
suffering a fall on wet concrete
paving while wearing alternative
spikes yet he was convinced that he
would have broken his arm had he
been using metal spikes, on this
occasion he was more aware of the
dangers at the time.

There is no doubt that they are
more convenient to use, imagine fin-
ishing a round of golf, walking in to
the 19th hole for a drink and some
lunch before driving home without
changing your shoes. One major
drawback is likely to be reflected in
the speed with which the spikeless
alternatives wear. The cost to the
player may increase but the cost to
the course could be significantly
lower.

| recently spent two weeks in the
USA with the USGA Green Section
visiting courses in the mid Atlantic
and north eastern regions. Over 20
courses were visited during this
period and all had successfully imple-
mented a ban on metal spikes. Many
of these courses had annual meadow
grass dominated greens akin to what
is found in the UK and appreciated
the improvements in playing quality
which accompanied the ban. This is
clearly a growing trend in the states
reinforced by the USGA who just
recently announced that they would
uphold any existing club’s ban on
metal spikes if it was to be used for a
USGA qualifying championship.

The availability of spikeless alterna-
tives is likely to increase but a word
of warning. Some of the new shoe
designs might be as damaging or
more damaging than metal spikes as
was demonstrated in the 1982 shoe
study. Fortunately many of the shoe
manufacturers have learnt from that
experience and products available
today appear to be generally less
damaging than the “traditional” metal
spike. Nevertheless, until appropriate
research is undertaken under UK con-
ditions, it has to be said that the much
of the evidence in favour of the alter-
native spike is at best circumstantial.
Certainly for winter play, the metal
spike appears to give a safer footing
on the tee and on sloping ground. The
debate will doubtless go on.



Action where it’s needed. Precision
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With *Rimidin’'s powerful preventative
and curative action fighting fusarium

(and dollar spot and red thread for that
matter) you know you are going to win.

Greenkeepers nationwide have
confirmed Rimidin’s performance which
even goes on working after rainfall or
mowing to give exceptional results and
superb value for money.

This high technology fighting force is on
your side.
From Rigby Taylor!
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*TM of DowElanco

Read the label before you buy. Use Pesticides Safely
MAFF No. 05907
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Rigby Taylor Ltd, Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancs BL1 4AE Q 0800 42 4 919
Tel: 01204 394888 Fax: 01204 398379 FREE
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HARDI SPRAYER
OFFER

r----_--------

j Please rush me details of the superb
j FREE Hardi Sprayer Offer.

i Name:

I
I Club Address:

Phone:

(—

Send to: Sl
Ritefeed Ltd., Ritefeed House,
Brook Street, Preston, Lancashire PR1 7NH db

W i s sl

joreed

A HARDI SPRAYER ABSOLUTELY FREE,

courtesy of
RITEFEED LIMITED, BRITAIN’S FOREMOST MANUFACTURER
OF LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILISERS.
TO QUALITY:

Simply agree a budget figure for your clubs fertiliser requirements. For
example £10,000 you then have £10,000 to spend on spraying equipment
with Hardi Sprayers, Britain's leading supplier of sprayers to the Golf Course
Markets.

TO CANCEL:

In the unlikely event that you wish to cancel the agreement, your club
simply pay the appropriate balance for the spray equipment, it is then the
property of the clubs. eg:

After 1 year £7,500, After 2 years £5,000, After 3 years £2,500,

After 4 years The sprayer is yours FREE OF CHARGE.

BENEFITS:

Think of the benefits, not only would your course be benefiting from the
unique properties of Ritefeed Fertiliser, such as pH correction, custom made
analysis linked to Ritefeed’s unique patented computerised soil analysis
programme you would also have the best spraying equipment.

BE LIKE BRITAIN'S TOP CLUBS DEMAND RITEFEED.
For further details contact Ritefeed on 0860 424430
or complete and return the coupon opposite.




