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Contents 
This is London 
calling... 
The golf club which bears 
the name of our capital city 
has a celebrity studded 
membership - and an 
enthusiastic greenkeeping 
team run along army lines. Scott MacCallum visited the golfing 
haven only half an hour from hustle and bustle . .Pages 1 7 - 1 9 

The quality of cultivated turf 
Because there's an element of uncertainty in buying turf, Robert 
Laycock argues the case for a more informed purchaser - and 
how to get what you want P a g e s 1 3 - 1 5 

Powered by electricity 
The strange sensation of using a virtually silent greensmower is 
something you could easily get used to. The Learning 
Experience evaluates the electric mower P a g e s 2 5 - 2 7 

The right accessory for your course 
Attention to detail is the difference between good and great -
and this is especially true on the golf course. We examine some 
areas of finesse you might want to explore P a g e s 3 0 - 3 3 

Regular features 
A s I s e e it Pat Murphy, the BIGGA Chairman returns to his homeland to wit-
ness "brilliant speakers" at the Scottish Conference. Then it was back to Northern 
region for a dinner dance - and news of interest to non-golfers Page 4 
N e w s He's known as the "nutty novice" and he's the fastest greenkeeper there is 
- on a motorcycle. Plus, new appointments, company results, counting down to 
Westurf and all the news from around our industry Pages 5, 7, 9, 10, 11 
E d u c a t i o n Ken Richardson sees entries flowing in fast for the Toro Award for 
Excellence in Greenkeeping. So hurry - the deadline is looming Page 12 

Cover 
The London Golf Club - and the 
bunkers where even the rakes are 
r e g i m e n t e d Pictures by Scott MacCallum 

Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund 
The Fund provides the key to the future for greenkeeper, golf club 
and game. Individuals and companies can join the Golden Key Circle 
and Silver Key Circle. For details, contact BIGGA on 01347 838581. 

GOLDEN KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: 
• Amazone Ground Care • Bailey's of Norfolk • Hardi Ltd • Hayter Ltd 
• Jacobsen E-Z-Go Textron • John Deere Ltd • Kubota UK Ltd 
• Levington Horticulture Ltd • Miracle Professional • Mommersteeg 
International • Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd • PGA European Tour • Ranson 
• Rhône Poulenc Amenity • Rigby Taylor Ltd • Supaturf Products Ltd 
• The Toro Company 

SILVER KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: 
• Avoncrop Amenity Products • Fenchurch Insurance Brokers Ltd • Hepworth 
Minerals & Chemicals Ltd • H Pattisson & Co Ltd • Rolawn Ltd • Sisis Equipment I 

GREENKEEPER 
International 

is the official monthly magazine 
of the British & International 

Golf Greenkeepers Association 

EDITORIAL 
Editor: Scott MacCallum 

A D V E R T I S I N G 
Sales and Marketing Manager: 

James McEvoy 
Sales and Marketing Assistants: 

Amanda Freeman 
Jenny Panton 

Telephone: 01347 838581 
E-mail: general@bigga.co.uk 

P R O D U C T I O N 
Design and Production Editor: 

Tim Moat, telephone 01904 610611 
ISDN: 01904 626130 

E-mail: timmoat@headline-comm.co.uk 
P R I N T I N G 

Hi-Tec Print, Unit 7, Universal Crescent, 
North Anston Trading Estate, 

North Anston, Sheffield S31 7NZ 
Tel: 01909 568533, fax: 01909 568206 
Greenkeeper International: winner 
of Certificate of Merit in Magazine 
of the Year category, Editing for 
Industry Awards 1994 and 1995 

Contents may not be reprinted or otherwise 
reproduced without written permission. Return 
postage must accompany all mater ia ls submit ted 
if return is requested. No responsibil i ty can be 
assumed for unsolicited materials . T h e right is 
reserved to edit submissions before publication. 

Although every care will be taken, no 
responsibility is accepted for loss o f manuscripts , 
photographs or artwork. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of the Association and no 
responsibility is accepted by the Association for 
such content, advertising or product information 
that may appear. 

Circulation is by subscription. Subscription 
rate: UK £34 per year, Europe and Eire £ 4 4 . The 
magazine is also distributed to BIGGA members , 
golf clubs, local authorities, the turf industry, 
libraries and central government. 

ISSN 0 9 6 1 - 6 9 7 7 
© 1997 British & International 
Golf Greenkeepers Association 

F R E E R E A D E R 
R E P L Y S E R V I C E 

Use the post-paid 
Reader Reply 
Card facing 
Page 2 for 
further 
information on 
the products and 
services 
advertised in this 
issue. Just state 
the companies' A«. 
Ref numbers, post the card to us 
and we'll arrange for further 
information to be sent to you 
direct. 

A D V E R T I S E R S ' I N D E X 
a quick reference guide 

Ad Ref Page 
Allen Power 199 16 
A L S 408 41 
Anchor Industries 546 52 
Baileys 339 49 
Barenbrug 172 42,48 
Bathgate Silica Sand 543 42 
Breton Precast 547 12 
C & P Soilcare 46 59 
Charterhouse 130 38-39 
Cleveland Site Safe 56 32 
Durasport 548 53 
Eagle Promotions 549 31 
Eric Hunter 73 49 
Force Limagrain 507 53 
Grasslands 484 16 
Hardi 25 58 
Hayter 90 16,71 
Hoofmark 539 16 
Industrial Power Units 550 56,59 
Jacobsens 4 18-19 
J o h n Deere 103 2 
Kawasaki 544 52 
Lely 61 10-11, 

43, 54-55 
Levington 102 27 
Lindum Tiirf 38 15 
Liquid Sod 394 8 
Logic Irrigation 545 8 
Marlwood 501 12 
Miracle 54 45 
Ocmis 360 51 
Pattissons 35 32 
Perryfields 551 42,48 
Port Refrigeration 552 33 
Q Lawns 485 14 
Ransomes 9 46 
Rhone Poulenc 59 6,24 

60 
Rigby Taylor 127 40 
Risboro Turf 386 52 
Rolawn 34 15 
Service Chemicals 304 26 
SISIS 176 21 
Souters of Stirling 80 47 
Sovereign Turf 435 14 
Standard Golf 421 30 
Supaturf 164 7 
Toro 79 72 
Trusty Tractors 553 8 
Weed Free 504 42 
Westurf • 8 
Buyer's Guide • 62-66 
Classified • 67 
J o b Shop • 67 
Recruitment • 68-69 

ADVERTISING WORKS 
IN GREENKEEPER 
l U T E D U I T i n U A l • 

Greenkeeper 
International is the 
place to be seen 

- D A W N POLLARD, 
Martin Brothers (UK) Ltd 
FOR M O R E D E T A I L S 
C A L L : 
J a m e s McEvoy, Amanda 
Freeman or Jenny Panton at 
B I G G A H Q on 01347 838581. 
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