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OUR QUALITY Is ON COURSE

No one can accuse John Deere of standing
still. Since 1995, we've added 8 quality
machines to our line. Another strong state-
ment about our commitment to your busi-
ness. New this year are the Turf Gator and
220A Walk-Behind Greens Mower.

The Turf Gator’s unique combination of
toughness and quietness make it perfect for
the golf course. Toughness comes from uni-
body construction and one-piece forged
axles. Quietness comes from a large volume
silencer, internal sound absorbing mate-
rial, and golf-car-style transmission.

The 220A is the latest addition to John
Deere’s quality line of walk-behind greens
mowers. 220A improvements include an iso-
lation-mounted engine for reduced vibration,
improved operator-presence safety system,
and an easier-filling grass box design.

Add superior parts support and our
existing line of quality mowers, tractors,
aerators, root zone injectors and utility
vehicles and you see why John Deere is the
fastest growing golf and turf equipment

name in the world. Talk with us soon
for a first-hand look.

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

CULTURAL E¢ NT
JOMN DEERE LIMITED,
NOTTINGHAM.

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG 13 9HT, Telephone 01949 863299 (answerphone)
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A game of

olf in the
real world

Well it's here. The new
golfing season has
begun for everyone outside of
the addicts whose breath
freeze during their protesta-
tions to have you open an ice
bound course.

For the golfer it’s the best
time of the year. He strides to
the first tee in the latest Ash-
worth full of expectation and
confidence, the words of
David Leadbetter’s latest video
still ringing in his ears and the
smell of freshly cut grass fill-
ing his nostrils. From then on,
though, it’s the same as every
other year. Same involuntary
lunge at the ball, same wicked
slice, same old comments from
his partners, same old course —
bare fairways, builder’s sand
in the bunkers and slow
greens.

Then The Masters comes on
the telly. “Well, if we had
greens like that we’d all hole
putts”...“Look at those fair-
ways, a perfect lie every
time”...”All it needs is a little
time and effort and we could
have flower beds like those.”

When he gets back to the
club and he’s changing his
shoes out of the back of his car
the guy doing the same next
to him agrees with every word
he says. So does the guy in the
next shower after the game.
Even the steward agrees.

“The luckiest golfers in the
world must be the Augusta
National members. Imagine
playing there every week...”

Well, no as a matter of fact.
It would probably be interest-
ing for our club member to
know that while he’s playing
in the winter foursomes or the
spring medal the Augusta
member is having to make do
with a game of bridge or
checkers in the majestic club-
house because the shrine to
golfing excellence outside the
window is closed, even when
the sun is splitting the sky.
In fact, it’s closed for a
large chunk of the

year irrespective of weather so
every effort can be made to
produce perfection for one
week in April.

While our man snorts when
he sees the accounts during
the AGM, and in particular the
amount spent on greenkeep-
ing, it may interest him to
know the equivalent figures at
Augusta National would be
enough to pay a handful of
good old British fat cats for a
couple of years each. Come to
mention it the greenkeeping
staff at Augusta would just
about number enough to run a
smallish British public utility.

It's all about making the
most of the resources available
and cutting cloth to suit. There
is no denying that the staff at
Augusta National make the
most of the unlimited
resources they enjoy, which is
no mean feat in itself but just
as impressive is the wonderful
job done at clubs up and down
this country where smaller
budgets are made to stretch
much further than is initially
thought humanly possible and
where course closure is the
rare exception rather than an
extended rule.

Wouldn’t it be nice for a
change if Britain’s unsung
greenkeeping heroes got the
credit they deserved.

Scott
MaccCallum

Editor
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BY PAT MURPHY
BIGGA CHAIRMAN

Last month |
returned to my
homeland when |
attended the Scottish
Conference in Perth.

It’s always nice to
see so many old
friends across the
border, and on this
occasion, it was
particularly
enjoyable as it
brought back some
old memories. It
also shows what a
small world it is.

The evening
before the
conference we had a meeting with the Scottish
Section Secretaries and it turned out that | was at
school with the sister of Stephen Dixon, the East
Section Secretary — St David’s school in Dalkeith!

The Section Secretaries’ meeting was excellent. It was
great to see so many constructive suggestions and so
much enthusiasm. I've been to a number of these
meetings now and they are all informal but there is so
much that is positive which comes out of them.

The Scottish Conference was opened by our first
Chairman, Walter Woods, and | closed it which seemed
fitting. Between us there were some brilliant speakers.

A couple of weeks later | was also at the Mere
Conference in the Northern Region , again preceded by
a positive secretaries’ meeting. This was also an
extremely fine conference with some interesting
speakers.

Another highlight of the month was the Northern
Section dinner dance at Bradford Golf Club which this
year had a record attendance of over 100. This is my
own Section and | attended with my wife and presented
the prizes. It was nice also to welcome the Northern
Regional Chairman lan Holoran and his wife, Audrey, in
attendance as well as Regional Administrator Bob
Lupton with Sara. | was also delighted that Bill Lawson
was able to come along.

It may be of interest to other Sections that Northern
are about to start events aimed at the non-golfing
members and we will have fishing and clay pigeon
shooting on our calendar.

On the golf course spring has definitely sprung and
no doubt like you all I've been hard at it hollow coring,
top dressing and overseeding all the
tees and greens at
Shipley.

Can | wish you all rewarding
and successful seasons.




Fastest greenkeeper
on one or two wheels

If there is a BIGGA member in the
country faster than Terry Colville,
Deputy Course Manager of Mill
Hill Golf Club in North London,
he must be working under an
assumed name having been better
known as Speedy Gonzales or
Road Runner.

Because Terry is happiest when
he is racing along at 165 miles
per hour on the back of a 600cc
Yamaha Thundercat. He can even
pull wheelies at around 140mphs.

Terry’s skill on a motorbike is
such that this season he is taking
part in the Supersport Series rac-
ing at, among others Brands
Hatch, Donnington and Mallory
Park and he is being touted as a
future champion.

The nickname “The Nutty
Novice” is displayed on the sides
of his bike and it is a clue to the
fearless style adopted by the man
who, during the week, is number
two to Tony Dunstan, Course
Manager at Mill Hill and current
Chairman of the London Section.

His father was also a fine racer
~ Terry describes him as the
equivalent of a club professional
golfer — and Terry grew up on
bikes, from the age of three or
four encouraged by his father,
also Terry.

With his mother less keen on
the idea Terry junior didn’t have a
bike for a period of three years
but two wheels were very much
in his blood and he was drawn
back into the sport.

He made his mark when he
went to an open day at the Good-
wood circuit and on his own road
bike was lapping at speeds com-
parable with those on specially
prepared racing bikes.

A former grand prix racer Rob
Orme took Terry under his wing
and he honed his skills at the the
racing school at Mallory Park,
near Leicester.

“Rob told me I should be racing
and helped me in getting sponsor-
ships particularly from Bridge-
stone who supply me with tyres,”
explained the 25 year-old Nutty
Novice.

Terry has already ploughed
about £10,000 of his own money

Tony Dunstan, Jamie Bennett and Terry Colville, the ‘nutty novice’

into preparing for the season and
it will take about another £6,000
to complete the 14 race pro-
gramme... and that’s if nothing
goes wrong and he writes off a
bike.

‘That’s a major disadvantage as
many racers have teams behind
them and they don’t have to worry
about money,” revealed Terry.

He does have sponsorships and
in addition to Bridgestone thanks
Jamie Bennett, of Grass Roots
Trading Company, who among
the generous support is paying his
entry fees; Rock Oil, who supply
his oil, and local dealer Judd’s
Motorcycles.

In a sport when a new helmet,
and you need a new one each
time one is even slightly dam-

aged, costs £440 all help is
greatly appreciated.

“I believe that Terry has great
potential and I'm delighted to be
able to help him,” explained
Jamie.

Like many motorbike racers
Terry is no stranger to his local
casualty unit and his latest visit
saw him off work for five weeks
with two broken ankles and dam-
aged ligaments, not forgetting a
dislocated shoulder.

“T've also broken fingers, frac-
tured the top of my foot and had
all sorts of sprains,” said Terry,
whose first race in his series was
on March 23.

Greenkeeper International will
keep you up to date with his
progress. :

Some excellent golf clubs are
hosting Sectional Qualifiers
while the venues for the
Regional Qualifiers form a
group of clubs which it would
be hard to better.

M South West and South Wales

HAYTER

— Burnham and Berrow GC,
June 11.
B Midland — Warwickshire GC,

June 26.

M South East — Ham Manor GC,
June 27.

W Northern — Matfen Hall GC,
July 9.

W Scottish — Loch Green GC,
Troon, May 27.

FLYING DIVOTS

M Deere & Company has
acquired the assets of the
German farm machinery
company, Maschinenfabrik
Kemper GmbH. The
agreement is subject to
approval by the German anti-
trust authorities.

Based in Stadtlohn,
Germany, Kemper is a
leading European producer
of specialised maize
headers, with European sales
i n 1996 totalling around $50
million.

Kemper will retain
responsibility for product
development and
manufacturing, and will
continue to provide full sales
and service to its customers
through the Kemper dealer
network.

Deere & Company and its
subsidiaries worldwide
manufacture, distribute and
finance a range of
agricultural, construction and
groundscare equipment, and
also provide a variety of
financial services.

W KK Ransomes,
the Japanese
subsidiary of
Ransomes, has

announced the

appointment of
Mr Shoji Katsuta,
pictured, as Technical Sales
Manager.

Trained as an engineer. Mr
Katsuta brings to the position
a sound technical knowledge
together with additional wide
experience of international
business gained from
working in North America
and Germany in recent
years.

Based at the company’s
southern office in Kaizuka
City, Osaka, Mr Katsuta will
be working closely with KK
Ransomes' Managing
Director, Mr Katsuji Ohashi,
and Ransomes'’ five
distributors in Japan to
maintain the strong growth in
Ransomes, Cushman and
Ryan grass and turf
machinery business
throughout the country.

B Johnsons Seeds, the
leading supplier of turfgrass
seed for professional users
have appointed a new
distributor — East Riding
Horticulture Ltd.

East Riding which has its
head office in Sutton on
Derwent, York, also has a
branch in Kirknewton, Mid
Lothian.
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A SOLUTION FOR EVERY TURF WEED PROBLEM

Wherever weeds are lurking, they can't hide from the
world’s most technically advanced range of
selectives.

Designed to strike with power and precision, the
Rhéne-Poulenc range has been specially engineered
to deal with weeds in any situation.

For fine and semi-fine turf from greens to tee, fairway
to outfield, you can be certain there's a Rhone-
Poulenc product to suit your exact needs.

For further technical
information call (01277) 301115

P RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY

SPEARHEAD™ New chemistry, gives excellent
control of general and difficult weeds on all turf types.

SUPERTOX 30 The respected brand that gives
control of over 22 weed species in established turf.

CLOVOTOX Single application control of clovers
and many other difficult broad leaved weeds.

BH MCPA 75 Unigue concentrated formulation for
economical control of a wide range of weeds, ideal
for use on fairways.

DICOTOX EXTRA Ester formulation gives rapid
control of a range of weeds in outfield turf.

DORMONE Low dose rate control of a broad range of
weeds, also suitable for application in-and around water.

Rhéne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Tel: 01277 301116 Fax: 01277 301119.

Supertox 30 contains mecoprop and 2,4-D (MAFF 05340). Spearhead" contains clopyralid, difiufenican and MCPA (MAFF 07342).
BH MCPA 75 contains MCPA (MAFF 05395). Dicotox Extra contains 2,4-D (MAFF 05330). Clovotox contains mecoprop (MAFF 05354).
Dormone contains 2,4-D (MAFF 05412). *Spearhead is a Trademark of DowElanco Ltd. Supertox, Clovotox and BH MCPA 75 are trade marks of Rhéne-Poulenc
Agriculture Ltd. Dicotox and Dormone are registered trade marks of Rhéne-Poulenc Agriculture Ltd.
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. © Rhéne-Poulenc Agriculture Ltd 1997.
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Ecological plan brought to life

By Neil Rowland, of Innovative
Design by Newart
Following discussions with the
local naturalist group I was
responsible for erecting nest
boxes at South Herts Golf Club

in Totteridge, North London,
Although the Club is on old
farmland with many elderly
Oaks, Hornbeam and Ash in the
hedgerows there are very few
suitable nesting holes, as dead
or decaying trees tended to be
removed in the name of tidiness.
I erected a mix of 64 boxes,
mainly for Tits and Nuthatches,
some open fronts, three Owl
boxes and this last spring a

Kestrel box high on a Lombardy
Poplar.

Some 80% of the Tit boxes
were taken up in the first year
though the Owl boxes were used
by the Squirrels.

The cost of the whole scheme
has been borne by the golfers
themselves as we initiated box
sponsorship and members
“bought” an allocated box for £10.

A list of numbered boxes is
displayed during the Summer so
that the member can see
whether his sponsored box is
being used during the nesting
Season.

Each nesting family of Blue

Tits consumes a total of some
10,000 caterpillars until the
young fly from the nest.

It is sensible to provide nest-
ing facilities throughout the
Course so that nesting birds can
consume those caterpillars
which are eating away the Oak
leaves.

This scheme has been copied
at other local clubs, providing
there is an enthusiastic golfer
with “birdies” in mind to initiate
a scheme, there will always be a
following of members to support
a project of this nature.

I will be pleased to advise on
the setting up of a scheme.

Westurf gets dressed
up to the nines for 97

At Long Ashton GC on April 30,
Westurf will open its gates for the
ninth time giving the west country
greenkeepers and groundsmen an
early season taste of the likely
front runners in the turf care mar-
ket place.

Westurf is a fine example of the
making of a Region. It brings
together all who represent the
voice of our industry, where they
can talk, try and test any machine
or product in its own environ-
ment. On show will be all the old
tried and tested, along with the
new and brand new launches seen
for the first time.

The region are proud of its
exhibition here in the west. It not
only brings to you the customer,
the best that’s on offer in the way
of equipment but also presents
the opportunity of an educational
experience. Among the exhibitors
will be all the Region’s training
colleges, the STRI, IOG and
BIGGA all willing to answer your
questions.

New post at Rhone Poulenc

B Rhone-Poulenc Amenity
has appointed John Hall to
the new post of Contractor
and Utilities Customer Man-
ager. This post enables
Rhone Poulenc Amenity to
gain closer contacts with the
Spray Contractor and Utility
Customers. John will be able
to advise on technical, prod-
uct stewardship and busi-
ness issues as well as

Westurf is certainly worth a
visit, not just for greenkeepers
and groundsmen but for man-
agers and committee personnel as
well. All will find a warm wel-
come.

Parking and entry are free.
There are demonstration areas for
both fine turf and outfield. Hot
and cold refreshments all day, not
forgetting the chance to win a free
holiday voucher.

The Regional Board and BIGGA
staff look forward to meeting viti-
tors. For further information
please ring 01803 844056.

Bowcom will launch two new
products for greenkeepers at Wes-
turf ‘97. Plifix is a revolutionary
indicator which clearly identifies
walkways or ground repairs with-
out interfering with the green-
keeper’s normal work or mowing
while the Bowcom One-handle
Bowspray was developed on
request from greenkeepers who
wanted flexibility when using
aerosol markers.

After working for a con- soil
tract organisation doing a pactors in Holland, Belgium

wide variety of Amenity and and
Agricultural Field Trials in Sports Turf Services of
Scotland, John joined Christchurch is importing
Rhéne-Poulenc’s field trials and distributing Terravent’s
team. products in New Zealand.

New partners

providing relevant training. M Terravent has appointed
This close contact with the two new overseas distribu-
key players in the Industry tors.
will be to the mutual benefit Houten, Holland, will import
of both parties. and distribute Terravent’s

Exhibitors: Amenity Land Services <
Amenity Technology « Atterton & Ellis «
Avoncrop Amenity Products ¢ Bailey's of
Norfolk « Barenbrug » Bennett Engineering
* Better Methods - Europe * BIGGA <
Bioseed Probiotics * Bourne Amenity
Bowcom Ltd « Boyd Golf Course Acces-
sories * Britannic Garden Furniture Ltd
British Seed Houses * Cannington College «
Celtic Mowers = Complete Weed Control «
Course Care « DGM Turf Equipment
Encore Leisure Ltd * Farmura Ltd <
GWilliam Kellands = Gem Professional « H.
Pattissons & Co * Hartpury College * Head-
land Amenity Products < Huxley's Grass
Machinery * 10G « K Two Group * Leving-
ton Horticulture » Lindum Seeded Turf
Logic Irrigation Ltd « Lubrication Engineers
« Maxicrop International ¢ Medland
Sanders & Twose * Miracle Professional
Nomix Chipman * Ocmis Irrigation * PJ
Flegg * Pencoed College * Pipewise UK Ltd
* Pro-Seed Equipment « RS Bird ¢ Ran-
somes * Rhéne Poulenc * Rigby Taylor «
Rocol Site Safety Systems * Roffey Ltd
Ruffords Top Dressing Supplies * Scotts
UK Ltd « Shelton Trenching Systems * Sisis
Equipment * Sovereign Turf  Sparsholt
College » STRI « Supaturf Products Ltd «
Swan Plant Services * Ted Hopkins
Tildenet Ltd « TH White * Tonick Watering *
Turf Irrigation Services * Vitax Ltd.

Video library
s on offer

A free library of 30 operator
training videos for turf
maintenance equipment is
being offered by Toro to all
colleges and other
establishments running
training and education
courses for golf
greenkeepers. The videos,
each 20 to 30 minutes’ long,
give students a complete
overview of the safe
operation and routine
maintenance of Toro
machines, including how to
make adjustments to set up
equipment to get the best
performance out of it.
Anyone interested in
getting the library should
contact David Cole at Toro
Commercial Products
Telephone 01480 476971.

In fast lane

As winner of the last year's
Blazon “Jet Setter”
campaign, former Formula
One World Motor Racing
Champion Nigel Mansell,
together with his greenkeeper
Jeff Mills, took delivery of a
new Hardi sprayer for
Woodbury Park Golf &
Country Club in Devon.

The Blazon 1997 ‘Spray
Watch' campaign offers
greenkeepers the opportunity
of winning for their club a
Hardi AMK 400 litre Tractor
Mounted Boom Sprayer, fully
equipped.

Profits up

Deere and Company has
reported record first quarter
worldwide net income of
$176.7 million or $0.69 per
share for the quarter ended
January 31, an increase of 10
per cent in earnings per
share compared with the first
quarter of 1996

Jean Heybroek BV,

aerators and decom-

Luxembourg while

T“E “ | have used Primer

604 liquid and spreadable for

FA(TS: a second year. It has enabled

me again to keep labour cost,
hand watering and dry patch
to a minimum. As a user, and
within my consultancy role,
| would not hesitate to
recommend Primer 604,

% ™
RIMER 7%
East Sussex RV
¥ Matrix Flow Soll Surtactant

National
Golf Club, Primar 804 Is manufactured In England by

Supaturf Products Lid under license from the
Aquatrols Corporation of America.
Tel: 01455 234877
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Look at our prices!

Logic Sprinklers 100, 200, 210 and 300
Prices start from £61.20 for a complete
sprinkler*

Sprinklers are compatible and interchangeable with
Rainbird, Weathermatic, Buckner and Watermation. Insert
assemblies also available from £34.20*.

Also available:

TW2 Compatible Decoders.
Prices start from £18.00 per station.

TORO, Rainbird Gear drive equivalents.
Call for prices.
*Based on carton quantity of the L100

Trade Enquiries Welcome

Logic Irrigation Ltd, 24 Hazel Grove,
Wallingford, Oxon OX10 OTA.
Tel/Fax: +44 (0)1491 837455 also at +44 (0)1483 267400
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COMPACT
TRACTOR

33HP FOUR-WHEEL
DRIVE POWER

“from a
distinguished
stable”

The Trusty compact tractor has been specially designed to
operate in conditions where versatility and flexibility are a
prime importance. The Steed will travel where conventional
tractors cannot operate in such situations as golf courses,
playing fields, sports centres, orchards, parks, nurseries,
flower and vegetable gardens.

The Trusty Steed has been tailored to suit a variety of
applications and can be fitted with a wide range of front and
rear operating attachments.

For further details or if you would be interested in a demonstration
please contact Richard Knifton at:

THE TRUSTY TRACTOR CO.
The White House, Dancers Hill Road,
Bentley Heath, Barnet, Herts. EN5 4RY
Tel: 0181-440 6165 or 0181-440 5462

/ Problemﬁ
with pl’.”

GRANULAR SULPHUR

and other specialised
products to correct pH!

Phone 01963 251129
TODAY for more information
on this and other products.

& &
1 g
Eigquidls S
S M
N

S
CLARK HOUSE >
MILBORNE PORT BUSINESS CENTRE
MILBORNE PORT
SHERBORNE
DORSET DT9 SEB
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WESTURF TRADE EXHIBITION

A-Z of TURF CARE

Amenity Land Services * Amenity Technology ¢ Atterton & Ellis *
Avoncrop Amenity Products * Bailey’s of Norfolk * Barenbrug * Bennett
Engineering ¢ Better Methods - Europe * BIGGA « Bioseed Probiotics *
Bourne Amenity * Bowcom Ltd * Boyd Golf Course Accessories *
Britannic Garden Furniture Ltd * British Seed Houses * Cannington
College * Celtic Mowers * Complete Weed Control « Course Care *
DGM Turf Equipment * Encore Leisure Ltd » Farmura Ltd « GWilliam
Kellands * Gem Professional * H. Pattissons & Co ¢ Hartpury College *
Headland Amenity Products ¢ Huxley's Grass Machinery * 10G * K Two
Group * Levington Horticulture * Lindum Seeded Turf * Logic Irrigation
Ltd » Lubrication Engineers ¢ Maxicrop International * Medland Sanders
& Twose * Miracle Professional * Nomix Chipman ¢ Ocmis Irrigation *
PJ Flegg * Pencoed College * Pipewise UK Ltd * Pro-Seed Equipment ¢
RS Bird * Ransomes ¢ Rhéne Poulenc * Rigby Taylor ¢ Rocol Site
Safety Systems * Roffey Ltd * Ruffords Top Dressing Supplies ¢ Scotis
UK Ltd * Shelton Trenching Systems ¢ Sisis Equipment * Sovereign Turf
» Sparsholt College ¢ STRI * Supaturf Products Ltd « Swan Plant
Services * Ted Hopkins ¢ Tildenet Ltd * TH White * Tonick Watering
Turf Irrigation Services ¢ Vitax Ltd.

(%

i

A

LONG ASHTON GOLF CLUB
BRISTOL
30 April 1997

Tel/Fax: 01803 844056 Free entry and parking




Leatherjacket
damage a real
risk to turf this
spring - report

DowElanco’s Pestwatch service
has detected a rise in leather-
jacket populations across the
country this spring. Attributed to
poor weather conditions this time
last year, the rise means that pop-
ulations are currently exceeding
the traditional threshold for treat-
ment in rough grassland.

“This indicates that there will
be a particular threat to fine turf
this year,” says Talei Herbert of
DowElanco’s Specialty business.

“The high quality of grass
required to make up cricket or
football pitches and golf fairways
and greens could really suffer
visually from this level of leather-
jacket attack.”

Leatherjackets feed on grass
stems just below the soil surface
taking out tillers and even the
plant’s central shoot. The pest will
leave bare patches of soil in its
wake if large populations are left
unchecked.

In the Midlands and North
West, average pest numbers are
exceeding the threshold for treat-
ment in grassland. And in the
South and South East, soil sam-
pling is recording average popula-
tions of 2 million larvae/ha — the

highest level of activity found in
this part of the UK for more than
five years.

“Last year, despite the existence
of high pest populations, only a
small percentage of grass in the
UK was treated to prevent dam-
age,” explained Miss Herbert.

“This is mainly because bad
weather during the spring of ‘96
slowed pest activity down. Low
temperatures force the larvae to
remain further below the soil sur-
face, making damage much more
difficult to recognise.”

According to Miss Herbert,
higher populations of adults sur-
vived to lay eggs last autumn.
This was compounded by the fact
that weather conditions over the
autumn favoured successful adult
flight and egg laying. A warm, dry
period was followed a few weeks
later by moist conditions which,
in turn, suited larval development
and survival.

“This spring there is a real risk
of turf damage,” warns Miss Her-
bert. “Areas at risk should be
treated with Lorsban T at a rate of
1.5 litres/ha. This will arrest dam-
age and help to reduce the risk of
damage for the following season.”

HANDSHAKE FOR PRIZE DRAW WINNER

Keith Lough, Head Greenkeeper at Beamish Golf Club,was the
lucky recipient of £150 worth of BIGGA vouchers after winning the
Vitax Prize Draw at BTME. He is seen being presented with his
vouchers by Henry Bechelet, Vitax Technical Sales Advisor.

at Section events.

As part of a plan to highlight the many wonderful events held
throughout the Sections it is hoped to print photographs taken

First in is this offering from the East Section in Scotland. Chris Yea-
man from Swanston Golf Club is the one in the funny hat.

Please feel free to send any contributions to The Editor, BIGGA
Headquarters, Aldwark Manor, Alne, York YO6 2NF.

(mis)adventures of Gordon the Greenkeeper

o S
j l\\\W

LA A\
Toorhbed 2

for FREE advice: 0990 234500
Yet another benefit of @
BIGGA membership &y
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rchitects’ specifications
o bring more washed turf

An article by Dr Jim Beard StrathAyr, an Australian com-
extolling the virtues of washed pany seeing the way things were
turf has taken Stephen Fell, Man-  going, bought the patent on Ben
(mis)adventures of Gordon the Greenkeeper aging Director of Lindum Seeded =~ Warren’s system in the 1980s, and
Turf right round the world, and introduced it to the US in the
resulted in a major new invest- early 1990s.

ment for the company. It was to Bill Casimaty head of
The concept of turf washed StrathAyr that Stephen Fell wrote
completely of any soil particles by after reading Dr Beard’s article.He
pressurised hydraulic means prior ~ was directed first to Austria, then
to transplanting is not new. Ben the US, to see the process in
Warren patented the system as action, before finally arriving in
early as 1970, but it was not until ~ Australia, where StrathAyr, had
the USGA specifications advisinga completed the re-turfing of Mel-
high sand root zone for golf bourne Cricket Ground with BAyr
greens came into force, that golf Root Washed Turf. After six
course architects began to specify months of investigation Stephen
turf prepared in this way. Fell was finally convinced that
The danger with conventional totally soil free turf was the only
turf is that the finer soil attached to  logical material to use on sand
the sward is responsible for a layer ~based construction, and the
developing between the turf and  StrathAyr process was the only
the root zone which retains excess  system with the means to achieve
Greenkeeper Members call the STRESS water. With properly washed turf  this 100%. “If the turf is only par-
for FREE advice: 0990 234999 there is no conflict between soils, tially washed the benefits are
Yot anatiier benefitof water flows freely into the pre- completely lost,” he said.”We felt
BIGGA membership f;t,% pared root zone and rapid root the whole concept was so right
development within a free draining  that we could convince people of

environment is the result. the long-term benefits.”

PRESENTING THE POWERFUL NEW REELMASTER SERIES.




Lindum has teamed up with
Strathayre, and is now sole UK
licensees of the BAyr Root Wash-
ing process.

One of the first people to try
BAyr Root Washed Turf in the UK
was Jimmy Kidd, Director of Gle-
neagles Golf Developments, on
their new Academy Course. He
reported that two weeks after lay-
ing, the turf had produced roots
of 22 inches, and after six weeks
the course was open for limited
play, in time for the Jackie Stew-
art Rolex Challenge.

Following Stephen Fell’s exten-
sive air miles covered to reach the

right decision, there are signs that
BAyr Root Washed Turf could
soon be circling the globe. The
company has already exported to
Berlin and received enquiries
from Norway and Istanbul. As
washed turf is considerably
lighter than conventional turf,
and can survive quite happily in
refrigerated lorries for several
days, supplying these destinations
is a viable proposition. But the
“coup de gras” has to be the
recent delivery of BAyr Root
Washed Turf to the Kildare Golf
and Country Club in Southern
Ireland.

j British

§ washead
turt ‘ideally
placed’ for
export
overseas

Pictured
above:
Stephen
Fell at the
Melbourne
8 Cricket
Ground.
Left, the
StrathAyr
Root
Washed Turf
System

SO DEDICATED, THEY EARN THEIR STRIPES EVERYTIME.

Whatever the season, whatever the weather, this
greenkeeper cuts a fine swathe through thick,
uneven turf to produce the perfect fairway.

For the new Reelmaster fairway mowers
boast many new, innovative features resulting
in a cut like never before.

Rugged, powerful and durable,
they have the lightest of touches. Their

The new L-I-N-K-S™ system

To win your stripes, give us a call and we'll walk your
course with you and recommend the best machine for
your needs.

You too can trust Toro expertise and quality. Simply

dealer to contact you.

new L-I-N-K-§™ system of floating linkage and individual lift arm dampers hug

the turf to get into dips and hollows for a close,
all-over cut with no “bobbing”, even at speeds in
excess of 7mph.

The Reelmaster 6500D, with its 5-gang
mower, and the 6700D, a 7-gang mower, both
offer impressive cutting technology with all-
interchangeable variable speed, automatically
controlled reels to handle fast-growing, tough
seasonal grasses.

Quiet in operation thanks to Toro’s advanced noise reduction, the powerful 38hp
and 42hp diesel engines will help these machines reach inclines other mowers can'.
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telephone 01480 476971 and we'll arrange for a local  Bringing perfection

to play.

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON,
CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167



With over 17,000 installations throughout USA and Canada,
CONVAULT is the premium above ground vaulted fuel
storage tank system available today. Hundreds of private and
public golf courses are satisfied that Con Vault is the safest
and most economical solution to their storage problems.

Offering ability to customise installations, highly
competitive prices and a unique design which eliminates
the need for excavation and bunding, no wonder
Con Vault is the first choice of golf course management.

Breton Precast Ltd
122-126 Duncrue Street
Belfast BT3 9AR
Telephone: 01232 351711
Fax: 01232 754053

Con Vault's UL208S listed design
is engineered for Safety, addressing
strict environmental and fire
safety requirements.

Capacity from 1000-4000 gallons.

CALL TODAY for details
ap | oracopy of our brochure.
REF
547

http://www.breton.co.uk

| Imﬁllallﬁllatmll

INCREDIBLE FOR WHAT THEY DO

The outside cutting decks
handle changes in coutour
over 3 feet high

Articulators from LasTec offering the highest
quality finish cut of any rotary mower at any price
* Precise length »

* Better grass distribution *

« Better wet grass cutting *

» Better lift « Less Compaction -

And of course, No Scalping

STRONGER ¢ LIGHTER * TOUGHER « BETTER
EVEN BETTER FOR WHAT THEY ARE

Marlwood Limited

Court Lodge Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh
e Maidstone, Kent, ME15 OHQ, England.
o1 Tel: (01622) 728718 « Fax (01622) 728720
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Closing

date looms
for Toro
Award for

Excellence

Having just returned to the
office after a very pleasant

break on the Red Sea, I was
delighted to see the large number
of nominations that had already
arrived for the Toro Award for
Excellence in Greenkeeping Com-
petition. Full details of the com-
petition have been sent to golf
clubs and appear in this edition of
Greenkeeper International. All
nominations must reach BIGGA
HQ by 30 April 1997, so if you
think that your Head Green-
keeper/Course Manager should
be given the chance to win this
prestigious competition and your
club win a Toro 3000 greens
mower then send your nomina-
tion TODAY.

Aldwark Manor Supervisory
Management Courses

Full details of this year’s Aldwark
Manor Supervisory Management
Courses are also included with
this magazine. As in previous
years, we will be running five one
week courses and we have man-
aged to keep the cost at the same
level of £426 + VAT (£500.55)
for BIGGA members. All applica-
tions must be at BIGGA HQ by
August 29 but to ensure your
place, apply now.

BIGGA Library
The BIGGA library is continuing
to grow with at least four new
titles being added each month.
We now have more than 400
books in stock, with 300 avail-
able for loan to BIGGA mem-
bers. Contact your section
secretary if you wish to view a
library list or BIGGA HQ if you
wish to borrow books.
Remember, you may borrow
up to two books for up to six
weeks at no cost except
return postage.

&% Education
Update

BY KEN
RICHARDSON

Regional Supervisory
Management Courses

Plans are being finalised for this
year’s regional Supervisory Man
agement Courses and full details
will appear in the May edition of
Greenkeeper International. Courses
are open to all greenkeepers not
just those currently in supervisory
positions and are offered, thanks
to the BIGGA Education and
Development Fund, at the incredi-
bly low cost of £75. Courses will
be held in Scotland, Aldwark
Manor, Accrington, Bradford, Ret-
ford, Northampton, Malden,
Brighton, Crawley, Bournemouth,
Cheltenham, Exeter and Dublin.
Places on these courses are in
great demand and early booking
is essential.

Aldwark Manor Supervisory
Management Courses - this leaflet is
in your magazine




Photograph by Charles Briscoe-Knight

by Robert Laycock
urf is a product that can vary in quality —
when it arrives on site, the purchaser has
usually not seen the field from which it has
been harvested and is not always sure what to
expect. He knows what the turf should be like
but occasionally it fails to live up to expecta-

he

i}
Qu

cultivate

tions and has to be sent back. This aggravates
both grower and customer and could be
avoided if the customer had a detailed
description of the turf.

What customers really need to know, prefer-
ably in advance of purchase, is the composi-
tion of the turf, not just the seeds mixture

alil
turf

which was sown to produce it but also the
percentages of the species of grasses which
have survived in the mature turf, as well as its
dimensions, strength, roll weight and whether
or not it contains netting.

The Turfgrass Growers Association, formerly
known as TPI (UK), which represents most of

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1997 13



valit

the producers of cultivated turf in the UK,
commissioned me in 1996 to produce a qual-
ity standard for use by turf growers who
needed do be able to describe their turf objec-
tively. In other words, rather than saying
something vague, they would be able to pro-
vide detailed facts about it.

I decided that an important feature of the
quality standard scheme, as with a growing
number of declarations these days, was that it
should be self-certified — in other words the
growers would assess the turf themselves. The
actual measurements are all easy to perform
and need a relatively short time to do. As a
result, outside bodies would not be needed to
measure the turf and assess its composition on
a regular basis, charging large fees which
would have to be passed on to customers.

Turf that had passed the tests would be sold
with a signed declaration to that effect. All the
techniques used to assess the turf would be set
down so that they could be repeated by simi-
larly equipped greenkeepers or outside agron-
omists so that if necessary a third party could
confirm the details on the declaration. If it
turned out that there was a problem with a
consignment of turf not matching its descrip-
tion, a trained outsider could assess the turf
using the same techniques as used on the turf
farm and make a ruling as to whether the turf

Philip Young, Head Greenkeeper at The Oaks, with an

in question had been accurately described.

In the past, the British Standard Institute’s
“Recommendations for turf for general pur-
poses (1990)” has been the only objective
guide to turf quality assessment in the UK.
However, this document is fatally flawed in
the methods it advocates. It is out of date in
that it allows the use of meadow turf and it
specifies dimensions of turf pieces which are
not now in common use while omitting mod-
ern formats of turf such as “big rolls”.

tical point q

Aot

The TGA quality standard is now being
advertised and used in the selling of turf by
participating members of the TGA. As it
stands, it is primarily intended for use by sup-
pliers of turf for landscape purposes. The rea-
son for this is that the area of sports turf is
fraught with dangers relating to soils and their
drainage characteristics, much to the delight
of lawyers. Greenkeepers know the impor-
tance of matching soil types, particularly on
playing surfaces. In the landscaping world,
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sandy soil.

o

Fir Tree Farm - Blaxhall - Woodbridge - Suffolk - IP12 2DX

14 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1997

A~

SOVEREIGN

ON TOP FOR CHOICE - A grade for every purpose. Available in
standard or Jumbo rolls.

ON TOP FOR QUALITY - Top rated STRI cultivars all grown on light,

ON TOP FOR SERVICE - Available direct or through local depots.
All Sovereign Turf is delivered fresh within 24 hours of harvesting.

GET ON TOP WITH SOVEREIGN - Call Steve Williams now on
01728-688984 for a quote, sample, or to arrange a visit to our fields.

P AT

. (5

*

> o

< x

- TGA~Z

4”0" .
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Growers of Quality Turf
British Field Products Ltd

A Quality Assured Company

ON CUE FOR QUALITY &
ON CUE FOR QUANTITY

* Wholesale Supplies.

* Grown on dark fertile Norfolk soils.
* Next day national delivery.

* Turfgrass Association Approved Turf.
% A finished product to be proud of.

Corkway Drove,
Hockwold, Thetford,
Norfolk IP26 4JR
Tel: 01842 828266
Fax: 01842 827911




The optical point quadrat frame is now used as the standard equipment for
turfgrass ground cover assessment at STRI and is used around the world

however, this is less of a problem and much
excellent turf is grown on heavy soil. This
would he unsuitable for use on most golf
greens but from a compatibility point of view
would match with the majority of natural soils
in this country (which also tend to be heavy),
and could he used away from sensitive areas
such as new greens. However, those producers
who are confident that their soil type is satis-
factory for specialist areas can add a note to
this effect as part of their declaration.

Eventually it may be possible to draw up a
detailed standard for turf for sports turf. In the
meantime, the standards are useful to green-
keepers who need to know the features of turf
they are purchasing. These include dimen-
sions (including height of sward, soil depth
and thickness of thatch), the soil type and the
cultivars used to produce the turf and, possi-
bly most importantly, the percentages of grass
species which are present in the turf when it is
sold.

One measurement which can be of particu-
lar interest to greenkeepers, apart from the
obvious one of exactly which grasses the turf
contains, is thatch thickness. Turf bought for
use on tees needs to be strong, with a reason-
able thatch layer to withstand the golf club
heads which will be trying to destroy it, possi-
bly a matter of weeks after it has been laid. A

turf grower using the standards will be able to
tell the greenkeeper the average thatch thick-
ness of the turf he is offering.

Since last summer turf growers have been on
training courses to learn to use simple tech-
niques to objectively assess their turf. The only
tools needed are a ruler, tape measure, weigh-
ing scales and an optical point quadrat frame.
The optical point quadrat is used to assess the
percentage ground cover of the grasses in turf
and is based on the instrument I developed
when working at STN in the late 1970s. All par-
ticipants on these courses have been fully
equipped with identical sets of this equipment
to ensure that all measurements are repeatable.

The part of the tests which was new to all
growers was the assessment of the botanical
composition of the turf. The method set down
in the British Standards “Recommendations” is
to use a large square quadrat, subdivided into
a hundred squares and to estimate the propor-
tion of the grasses in them. This then provides
a percentage figure for each species present in
the turf. I defy anyone to do this. It is tedious,
as anyone who as tried it will tell you, and the
fact that estimation is involved must mean
that it is not accurate.

The optical point quadrat frame is now used
as the standard equipment for turfgrass
ground cover assessment at STRI and is used

around the world. It gives an accurate, repeat-
able measure of ground cover, and can be
used on turf of greens height as well as the
more normal cutting heights used on turf
farms. Provided the user can identify the
grasses in the turf its use is very simple. Inci-
dentally, as a tool for greenkeepers who want
to monitor changes in the content of grasses
in golf greens it is invaluable.

It is important to remember that although
they were produced on behalf of the TGA, the
TGA standards are strictly defined and are not
a soft option for the grower. As an indepen-
dent agronomist working with both the pro-
ducers and users of turf I was able to devise
measurements which are workable and useful
to both. The training which participating
growers have received using standardised
equipment means that the results of assess-
ments are repeatable and because the criteria
for meeting the quality standards are set
down in detail it is possible for the contents of
a TGA member’s declaration to be verified by
an independent assessor.

The long term consequences of growers
using these techniques are that turf quality
will improve, provided customers insist on
seeing these detailed descriptions of the turf
they are buying. This way they will obtain the
best turf for their purposes

Putting down roots
has never been

more important

s €

should use Medallion turf from Rolawn.

Rolawn depot for a FREE sample and see
the difference for yourself in days.

We have depots nationwide - to find your
nearest, call 01904-608661 and ask for

Customer Services.

The wear and tear your tees suffer all year round puts a premium

on turf with outstanding powers of recovery. That’s why you

It's ferocious rooting power ensures maximum penetration - ready
to play weeks, even months, earlier. And Medallion turf is ideal for

repair and renewal: order as much or as little as you need.

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY: contact your local

Rolawn’

BRITAIN'S FINEST TURF
HEAD OFFICE: ELVINGTON, YORK, YO4 5AR

£ Equestrian

Bowls

Cricket
Tennis

s ND

<
LEY®
Wes G ange, iy horganby, York Y04 6DJ Tel 01904 448675 Fax 01 904 448713

StrathAyr BAyr Root Turf washmg
process.

The resulting vegetative mat, free
of soil, has many advantages:

No impediment to drainage

Rapid root development,
quicker establishment

No soil contamination

Eliminates sheer plane,
greatly reduces
divoting
Lighter weight
Easier to handle & lay
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g-' Hoofmark (UK) Ltd
L/Wg w Importers and distributors of the

7 ®

: GOLPLA
GRASS PAVING SYSTEM

giving over 90% grass coverage to car parks,

G20 access roads, footpaths etc.

Grasslands Turf Farm,
the independent supplier

of turf for all applications

* Own fleet delivery ® Regular supply
across the South ® Nationwide availability

The patented INTERLOCKING systems offers lateral
restraint in addition to control of line and level, whilst

GraSSIandS ground pins are available to permit use on gradi,ents and

for slope stabilisation.
High load bearing capacity — 100% recycled HDPE.

Telephone: 0191 3888 494
Grasslands Turf Farm, Ashford Road, New Romney, Kent TN28 8TH Fax: 0191 3882 167

REF E-mail: hoofmark_ukltd@compuserve.com
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IF YOU DONT DRIVE WITH AN ALLEN
, PUTT, PUTT, PUTT.

The National 68” triple mower from Allen. The choice
of true professionals when it comes to staying the course.

Cuts on banks where others fear to tread,
it drives the full distance of two acres in under an
hour, giving a closer, cleaner, more accurate cut.

o Powered by a Kawasaki easy-start engine
with belt drive to the cylinders, ensuring
ground contours are followed closely.

For even greater clout, the National 63D/L
offers electric starting, full-width steel rollers, hour meter
and transport speed. For the ultimate driving machine, the
National 84” with its powerful 16hp electric start engine
carries you fo over 3 acres in a mere 60 minutes.

All National machines take the rough with the
smooth, also bunkers, tees and approaches. Add low
capital outlay and low maintenance costs and you'll
understand why Allen is the professional choice.

LET ALLEN PROVE WE'RE THE BEST.
POST THE COUPON OR CALL

01235 515400 now

NATIONAL

84

- 70: ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT LTD., | Please send
: THE BROADWAY, DIDCOT, OXON OX11 8ES. | me details ﬁ
a2 S sl : S G1.4.97 | National 68 [
NATIONAL 1 New National
y. g . . | ADDRESS 68 D/L ]
68 PROFESSIONALS ! National 84 ]
NEED : afional 84 |
POSTCODE Plus the name
INEW THE NATIONAL 68" D/L of s oeete
"1‘:: e ELECTRIC START  TRANSPORT SPEED * FULL WIDTH STEEL ROLLERS BEECERESCIRE CUCHEnr I Gl1a97
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Scott MacCallum visits The
London Club, which has a big
name to live up to but
manages the feat with
aplomb.

Few would argue that there
are no more evocative names
throughout the world of golf than
The Old Course or Augusta
National but another golf club
which, despite being relatively
new, has a name to be envied is
The London Club - the club
named after the city which can
lay claim to being the world’s best
known.

To those who don’t know differ-
ently you might imagine a course
which winds its way around the
streets of the city never out of
sight of Big Ben, with huge car-
ries over the Thames, a halfway
house in an annex of St Paul’s
Cathedral and caddies dressed in
pin stripe and bowler hats.

Interesting concept though that
is the reality is somewhat differ-
ent. The London Club is at least
half an hour from the city itself
and, thankfully, is devoid of the
hustle and bustle that proximity
to a major city brings. It does,
however, have rightful claim to its
name and with two Champi-
onship courses each with its own
formidable reputation forged in a
remarkably short time - they
were only opened in ‘93 - it
enjoys a celebrity studded mem-
bership and has a greenkeeping
team which could lay claim to
being the most enthusiastic and
well motived in the country.

“We run like an army”
explained Course Superintendent,
Steve Jones, of his 29 full time
and 39 strong summer team.

“If you look at our staff you’ll
see they all walk twice as quickly
as most people. They set a crack-
ing pace. They must be clean
shaven every day and uniform
must be worn at all times. They
are always out on the course
bang on the dot., no-one ever
leaves the yard five minutes late.”

On learning this you half
expect to overhear US army style
marching and chanting going on
in the yard.

“Because we strive to be the best.
“We don’t ever take a rest,

For London members life is heaven,
As all our greens stimp at eleven.”

“Other clubs visit us and can’t

believe the system can work and I
think it doubtful any existing club
could introduce a system like
ours which was set in stone from
day one,” explained Steve, who
was promoted to Superintendent
six months ago.

“The staff here are so enthusi-
astic. I never have any problems

getting them to do overtime,”
said Steve, who added that the
salary scales at The London Club
are no more than average. “We're
not paid at the top end of the
scale by any means.

“They work nine hour days
with a 45 minute break in the
summer and seven hour days in

A dub that’s simply

CAPITAL

the winter and if we’ve got a tour-
nament on we treat it like The
Open and a number stay on site.”

While you might imagine such
a regime was not for everyone
staff turnover is minimal. The fact
that a London Club entry on a CV
is a feather in the cap of anyone
is perhaps the answer to that.
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The team at the London Golf Club

The London Club comprises the
Jack Nicklaus-designed Heritage
Course and the International
Course which was designed by
Ron Kirby, one of Nicklaus’ right
hand men.

The courses are completely dif-
ferent. The Heritage is much
more Americanised than the
International which is links-like in
its style.

“The Heritage is the most

Jacobsen, -Z GO and Isekl brmg
you The Power of The Team.

excellence; right across the range.

The Power of Performance built into
every machine in every turfcare -

and amenity situation.

frightening golf course I've ever
seen with regard to mantenance.
It is absolutely massive,” said
Steve.

“There are 179 bunkers — 38 on
the first two holes alone — and

The Power of Quality in Engineering

O =
\

The Power of Service through a lifetime of care.

If you want it aII don’t Compromlse The Power of The Team.
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they are generally biggish, clover
leaf and in clumps. The manicur-
ing of these is a tremendous task.

A full tournament rake, which
we haven’t done since last spring,
takes 14 guys a full day.”

-1




Greens and tees
were designed
to be hand cut

There is also a policy of staff
placing all the rakes clockwise in
the bunkers... although the mem-
bers are prone to forget to
replace them in the right direc-
tion!

“The fairways on the Heritage
are the biggest in Europe. You are
looking at four Jacobsen LFs tak-
ing three quarters of a day just to
mow them.”

Greens and tees are all hand
cut as a matter of course — in fact
they were designed to be hand
cut.

“Some of the greens are within
three feet of a lake wall and you
couldn’t possibly turn a ride-on
machine while some of the slopes
are too severe. We did try to cut
the International tees with a
Greens King triplex but it was too
big for the tee and even with a
very skilled operator it took
almost as long as hand cutting.”

The Heritage is sown with
Providence creeping bent grass
while the International is a Colo-
nial bent fescue with 10% Provi-
dence - a Nicklaus trait designed

ot ”

l /

Neat touch: Rakes are left clockwise to the greens

for security reasons.

Dealing with two courses of
such different style does cause
problems. While at the moment
there are two separate sets of
staff operating — they are going to
be dissolved into one crew later

. The Officia prl\
-equipment and golf car
- European Tour Courses ple.

this year — the same equipment is
used on both courses.

“The problem is that they are
set differently for each course.
For example we might send five
Jacobsen LF set at 16 mm to cut
fairways on the International but

s to PGA

JACOBSEN
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have to change all the heights to
14 mm before going out to do the
Heritage.

This throws up many problems
and I've spent a great deal of time
trying to work out ways to solve
them. We’ll probably settle for

:
Wl e

g
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‘We spoon feed
the greens
every seven fo
ten days’

some mid-height ranges over the
two courses to make it practicable
but if you want to look after them
differently you have to mow at
different heights.”

Steve has crammed in quite a
bit to his 30 years. He worked
abroad in Germany and Greece
among others, spent some time
under Martin Jones at The
Oxfordshire before moving to The
London Club and also completed
a two year turf degree course at
Rutgers University in New Jersey
during which time he lived in
New York.

“I put the idea to Mr Nagahara,
the owner of The London Club,
and he agreed to send me.

“That was fantastic because the
Americans are miles ahead of us
when it comes to colleges and edu-
cation,” said Steve who recently
visited the GCSAA Conference and
Show in Las Vegas with his First
Assistant and recalls going into a
room packed with 3,000 superin-
tendents for a lecture at seven
o’clock in the morning.

He is not overly impressed with
the greenkeeper education sys-
tem in the UK.

“I sent five people to college to
do their NVQs and three came
back and said ‘you’re wasting
your money sending us on day
release because I can’t learn as
much at college as I can here’. It
is generally the fault of the
bureaucracy they have to go
through. There is no standard to
NVQ you pass or fail... and every-
body seems to pass. A student
who is exceptional and another
who is poor or average come out
with the same result.

“The standards are low. In fact
my guys here sometimes take
over the classes. They were
putting in a new irrigation system
the other week and my staff
member had to tell the lecturer
how to do it.”

The London Club has come up
with its own education system to
train its employees.

“m going to take on two
apprentices who start this month.
One is an apprentice mechanic/
greenkeeper and the other is an
apprentice greenkeeper. They are
going to work here on a gradu-
ated pay scale for four years — our
own scheme not part of the mod-
ern apprenticeship scheme. .

“The problem is that they may

be inhibited when they go on to
another job at another golf course
because they won’t have qualifi-
cations NVQ 2 and 3 but they will
have had a four year apprentice-
ship at this golf course and I'm
hoping that will be enough in the
industry.

“The other option is that I will
pay for them to go to evening
classes and study whatever they
want, diverting the money I
would have spent on NVQs into
evening classes. They should get
a full background here and we’ve
got a set programme of what they
are going to study in the first
year, year two, year three, year
four.”

The club also has a library with
over £1000 worth of books, as
well as a video and photographic
library.

“We also get suppliers to give

Steve Jones, Superintendent
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talks, half an hour in club time
and half an hour in staff’s own
time.”

The education initiative is
matched by my maintenance
practices at The London Club
which would be an impossibility
to the majority of clubs in the
country which just don’t have the
resources.

“We spoon feed greens every
seven to ten days while we are
introducing a practice whereby
we poa pick greens every Monday
for four hours before doing any
other work.”

Not that the greens are in need
of it. Steve reckons the greens on
the International have less than
2% poa while the Heritage has
less than half a percent.

“We core greens and tees on a
two by two spacing to a depth of
three to four inches twice a year,
sometimes three if we can fit it in.
That’s on both courses and its a
huge operation. We verticut more
frequently including at depths of
18 mm and we top dress every
Monday but so lightly the mem-
bers don’t notice. It’s a little and
often.

“We are generally more aggres-
sive with turf and that is some-
thing I picked up here and at
college. It is not something I
knew before.”

There are two full time
mechanics, and an apprentice,
who operate in the state-of-the-
art maintenance unit.

“Every piece of machinery is
washed down dieseled and
greased every night. Our mechan-
ics have 35 year’s in dealerships

i R e

between them on a range of
machinery and their work is
extremely important. [ can
increase their budget by £10,000
and save £150,000 on capital
expenditure.”

The machinery is predomi-
nately Jacobsen a company cho-
sen on the strength of Club
Secretary, Joe Paulin’s, previous
experiences with the kit.

“We’re very happy with the
equipment. I find that Jacobsen
machinery is certainly finer with
regard to reels and cutting equip-
ment and that suits our courses,”
said Steve.

Joe was the original superin-
tendent at the club and his expe-
rience has been extremely useful
to Steve.

‘Joe is very helpful and he lets
me try anything. He’s certainly a
calm person to work with. He’s
also keen to stress that other
greenkeepers are always welcome
to come and visit us at The Lon-
don Club,” said Steve.

“I'm very happy working here.
We have an excellent bunch of
guys and it is a real pleasure to
work with such a superb team
which is so commited to the
industry as a whole.

“We all work hard but it is
made easier by the fact that our
enthusiasm is  encouraged
because we have the budgets
here to get the job done and a
large enough staff to produce the
quality we do.“

With that sort of commitment
The London Club will continue to
gain in prestige and live up to its
name.




. Thefhew SISIS 321 tractor has been

-designed specifically for the
maintenance of turf and artificial -
playing surfaces and is ideal for
gblf ¢lubs, local authorities and
sports Eomplexe‘sl , ;

Operate range of more than
: SQ pto and towed attachments‘

: f'éPéteQiezj weight-transfer sysfem

SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD., Hurdsfietd Macclesfield, Chieshire, SK102LZ Tel:01625 503030 Fax: 427426 Spares Hotline: 01625 503020
SISIS CENTRE IN SCOTLAND The Roundel, Middlefield Ind. Estate, Falkirk, FK2 9HG Tel: 01324 629635 Fax: 632894
SISIS CENTRE IN USA, SISIS Inc., Florida
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by Ken Richardson

In the previous, two, articles, I have looked

at hardware, that is, the parts of a computer
that you can see; and software ie the instruc-
tions that make a computer do what you ask.
In this, third, article, I will look at what to buy;
where to buy it and look at some of the costs
involved.

What to buy

Many people have asked me ‘What sort of
computer should I buy?’. This is a very diffi-
cult question to answer as it depends on
several things, eg. what do you want the
computer to do and how much money do
you have to spend. There is a wide
range of dealers hoping to sell both hard-
ware and software and they will try to sell
you what they think you need. Therefore,
before setting off to your local computer shop
or picking up a computer magazine, you need
to decide what tasks you want to perform
using a computer. This is not easy to decide as
you can only begin to see what computers are
capable of, when you become familiar with
them. However, with some thought, you may
be able to formulate a plan. The most critical
factor is cost ie how much are you or your golf
club willing to pay, although you could con-
vince your club to spend a little more money if
you made a good enough case. Lets look at
some of the points to consider.

Which Applications do | want to run?

As I explained in the Software article, all
applications state their particular processor,
memory, hard disk and monitor requirements
on their packaging. You must decide which
and or how many applications you wish to
run. Remember that the operating system
selected ie DOS, Windows or Windows 95 also
determines processor, memory and hard disk
requirements. For example, let us suppose that
you want to run MSWorks and TRIMS under
the control of Windows 95.

Requirements:

Application Memory Processor Hard Disk
MSWorks 4 Mb 386SX 14 Mb
TRIMS 8 Mb 386SX 25 Mb
Windows 95 8 Mb 486 DX 120 Mb

Therefore, a minimum of 8 Mb of store (soft-
ware only uses memory when it is running), a
486 DX processor or higher and 160 Mb of
hard disk space are required. Remember that
this is the minimum requirement and does not
allow for other applications or storage of data.
Similar calculations can be performed for
other applications.

Peripheral Devices

When considering applications, you must also
consider peripheral devices such as printers,
plotters, compact disks and sound systems and
‘add ons’ such as modems and Internet
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hat to buy an

Printers and Plotters
When buying a computer, you must
decide what you need to print, if you need

it in colour and how much printing will be
required. As I mentioned in the article on
hardware, printers come in three main types
ie dot matrix, bubble (ink) jet and laser. Laser
gives the best quality print but at the highest
price, dot matrix is cheap, slow, noisy and
fairly poor quality whereas bubble jet give rea-
sonable quality at a reasonable price, is fairly
quiet and can print in colour. However, ink
cartridges cost approximately £20 and bubble
jet can be expensive if printing large amounts.
Plotters are needed if you are considering pro-
ducing plans or designs.

Compact Disk Drives

Compact disk (CD) drives are now available
on most new computers. Many software titles
are available on CD, especially those needing
large amounts of data eg encyclopaedia. Ref-
erence data for turf science and turf manage-
ment eg identification of pests and diseases is
becoming available and the number of titles
will increase with demand.

Sound Systems

Sound cards, loudspeakers and associated
software is available, however, it is debatable
if they are necessary on office computers.

Modems and Internet

If you are contemplating becoming a user of
the Internet, you will need a modem and
appropriate software. Modems allow comput-
ers to communicate with other computers via
a telephone line. If you buy a computer with
a modem installed then you will see a connec-

on the
rear of
the processor
which connects
in to a standard
‘phone jack.  The
Internet is an inter con-
nected network. This means
that you can connect your com-

puter to a range of other computers,
around the world. Moreover, as this

connection is through a local computer, you
pay telephone charges only at local rates. For
example, you could access the pages for the
Golf Course Superintendents of America from
the computer in your office by telephoning the
computer in the office of your Internet sup-
plier which may only be 10 miles away. You
can also send and receive E-mail, using the
Internet. E-mail is electronic mail and allows
you to type messages into your computer and
send them to any part of the world for the
price of a local telephone call.

Once you have considered what applica-
tions you want to run you can then begin to
look at purchase options. Unfortunately, you
may have have decided to buy a computer sys-
tem with a particular configuration and then
find that you cannot buy it as it has become
obsolete in computer terms. You should then
look to buy the highest specification computer
that meets your budget. The next step is to
decide where to buy and even whether to buy
new, buy second hand or even use a computer
from another part of the golf course.

Where to buy

As 1 suggested above, the cheapest way of
obtaining a computer is to inherit a system
from an office which is buying a new system.
This has many disadvantages, however. Eg.
The software application may not be what you
want, the processor may be old and slow, the
system may not be able to be upgraded, spares
may be impossible to find and maintenance
difficult to arrange. Therefore, if you have
made a case for using a computer in your
office then it should not be difficult to make a




Examples of specifications and prices
are:

Buying a new computer can be even more
daunting then buying second hand. There is a
bewildering range of computers, a vast range
of prices and many different outlets. You
could visit your local high street electrical

where to buy it

Practical Considerations Let us suppose that
your club has agreed to the purchase of a
computer for your office and that you have
decided what software applications you want
to run. How do you compare what the differ-

Computer warehouse store, a computer warehouse, visit a computer  ent companies have on offer, when each com-
Pentium 166 Mhz Pentium processor - specialist, purchase direct from a manufac- pany gives differing descriptions, supplies
with MMX technology turer or use direct mail. different software and has different prices for
16 Mb RAM peripherals such as printers? Firstly, write
SVGA Monitor High Street Stores There are several High  down your needs: Eg.

CD ROM Street Stores that sell or rent computer hard-

16 bit Stereo sound card and speakers
1Mb PCI 3D Graphics card

ware, software and peripherals. The advan-
tages of these stores is that you can see what

Basic requirements
Processor: Pentium 133 Mhz

Modem is for sale, you can calculate the price of a syss  Memory: 16 Mb RAM
Windows 95 tem, you can see how the system operates and ~ Monitor: SVGA colour
MS Works you can discuss your requirements face to face ~ Hard Drive: 1.2 Gb
£1599 inc VAT with the salesperson. The main disadvantage  Floppy: 3.5 inch
is price. High street stores prices tend to be ~ CD ROM
Hewlett Packard DJ 693 Colour Bubble higher than warehouse prices or direct mail. =~ Built in Modem
jet Printer Warranty can usually be arranged with servic- ~ Windows 95
£259 inc VAT ing being done in the home, but check that  MSWorks
this is included in the price. Colour bubble jet printer
Pentium 133 MHZ Processor
16 Mb RAM Computer Warehouse Most large towns and  Secondly, determine the cost of the basic sys-
1Mb PCl Graphics cities have at least one computer warehouse  tem (without software) from your chosen sup-
CD ROM which sell the whole range of computers, soft-  plier or suppliers. You may also be given a
Soundcard ware, peripherals, up grades, books and sta-  great deal of other information which can be
Windows 95 tionery. Prices tend to be lower than at High  confusing, however, try not to let it confuse
MSWorks Street Stores and you can view and try a wide  you too much. Once you have got your list of
£999 inc VAT range of systems. It can be a bewildering suppliers down to three or four, you can then
experience, however, if you do not have a very  start to see what else you get for your money
Specialist Computer Store good idea of what you want before entering  eg Windows already fitted, MSWorks already
‘ Pentium 120 MHz Processor the warehouse. fitted, a range of software supplied ‘free’,
16 Mb RAM extended warranty, at home or return to man-
1.2 Gb Hard Disk Computer Specialists Many towns and cities  ufacturer, is the system expandable, how
CD ROM have at least one specialist computer supplier. =~ many expansion ports has it got, does it have
Sound Card These can be local suppliers of top brand cache memory, does it have a graphics exten-
Windows 95 name computers or small indepen- sion card etc.
Colour Bubblejet Printer dent suppliers, many of whom
' Modem make up computer systems to
| £1499 inc VAT order. Top brand names can
be expensive but they can give
. Small specialist store you piece of mind. Small
\ Pentium 166 MHz Processor independent suppliers can give
16 Mb RAM excellent service and good
1.2 Gb Hard Disk value for money. However,
SVGA Monitor you need to sure that they will
CD ROM remain in business, at least for
) Sound Card the duration of your warranty.
Speakers
Windows95 Direct Mail Computer maga-
MSWorks zines seem to contain
£822 inc VAT more advertising than

case to your club for buying the computer that

is needed.

editorial and most
adverts’ are for com-
puter hardware and

software. You can
buy from a major
manufacturer, from a
direct mail supplier or
from a small independent. The
main disadvantage of buying by
direct mail is that you cannot see
what you are buying. However, prices
are very competitive and you can com-
pare a number of suppliers.

Computers can be purchased second hand.

Indeed many companies sell out dated ie lower

: specification than current computers that have

‘ had little or no use. However, unless you are

very knowledgeable and/or have a good rela-

tionship with a computer hardware technician

then you could be buying trouble. If, however,

money is limited and appropriate guarantees

can be sought from the supplier then you
might consider this option.
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Ever feel

the need for

When turf disease strikes you have to
get your foot down. And there’'s no
faster way to react than with double
action Vitesse.

A powerful concept in the fight

against turf disease, Vitesse has a
unigue combination of two active
ingredients - iprodione, a contact

@ RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY

speed?

fungicide which gets to work from the
moment you spray,and carbendazim, a
proven and effective systemic fungicide
that carries on working for weeks.

Instantly effective against Fusarium
patch, Red thread, Anthracnose, Pink
patch and Timothy leaf spot, Vitesse is
the faster way to fight turf disease in the
growing season.

Rhéne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Tel: 01277 301115 Fax: 01277 301119.
VITESSE CONTAINS CARBENDAZIM AND IPRODIONE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 08537)
VITESSE IS A TRADE MARK OF RHONE-POULENC AGROCHIMIE. © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE 1997.




When Ransomes introduced
its E-Plex all-electric greens
mower in 1994, greenkeepers
had to adapt to a new way of
thinking and a new way of
working. Instead of relying on
the internal combustion
engine and hydraulic pumps to
provide motive and cutting
power, they had to get used to
batteries, electric motors and
the strange sensation of using
a virtually silent machine to
cut their greens. It was a
learning experience in more
ways than one, as two of the
first users in Britain
discovered...

raham Wissett admits to

being somewhat apprehen-
sive when his new E-Plex greens
mower was delivered to Lydney
Golf Club in June 1995.

Although he had arranged a
long demonstration of the
machine and had ensured that
Ransomes’ dealer, R S Bird Ltd,
was able to provide the necessary
back-up service, Graham still felt
that he was stepping into the
unknown.

“That feeling did not last long,”
he now says. “Once you get used
to the lack of engine noise, vibra-
tion and exhaust fumes, the E-
Plex is just like any other greens
mower, only it's better and less
costly to own.”

Founded in 1927, Lydney Golf
Club is a nine hole parkland
course located on the western
bank of the river Severn midway
between Gloucester and Chep-
stow. Following his appointment
as head greenkeeper in 1994,
Graham had set about compiling
a list of new machines to replace
the ageing equipment on the
course.

A new greens mower was a
high priority, yet Graham had a
specific requirement. “I work
pretty much on my own, so I
needed something that was quick
and simple to maintain,” he
explained. “Even with nine holes,
there’s a lot of work to get
through each day and I want to
be out on the course not back in
the shed. I took one look at the
E-Plex and could see that it
would take very little looking
after.”

Although it took time to per-

Thinking

ELEGTRIC

suade the club’s committee to
order the E-Plex, Graham’s initial
reasoning has been totally vindi-
cated. The machine has cut
weekly servicing and mainte-
nance time by half compared
with the club’s previous diesel-
engined mower.

Yet precious time is not the
only saving being achieved by
Graham Wissett with his E-Plex.
“Running costs are minimal,” he
pointed out. “I need no diesel
fuel, no engine or hydraulic oil
and no filters. All the E-Plex con-
sumes is off-peak electricity and
distilled water. I estimate that the
club is saving around £600 a year
on consumables alone. Even if the
batteries need replacing after
three years, we'll still be more
than £1,000 in pocket.”

In its first season at the club,
the E-Plex managed to cut 27
greens before the batteries
needed to be recharged. The
average size of the greens is 450
sq yards (375 sq metres).

In 1996, groomers were fitted
to the cutting units which placed
extra demand on the batteries.
“Yet, I'm still able to cut 19 greens
with power to spare,” commented
Graham. “The machine has
proved extremely reliable, it pro-
duces a very good finish and
there are no worries about oil or
diesel spills. Both the club and I
are totally convinced we made
the right decision and we would
not go back to an ordinary greens
mower now.”

Brandhall Golf Club was the
first local authority course in Eng-

land to buy a Ransomes E-Plex
greens mower.

Owned, managed and main-
tained by Sandwell MBC, the
attractive 18-hole course is laid
out on hilly, undulating parkland
close to the M5 motorway,
approximately 5 miles west of
Birmingham city centre. The
urban location makes Brandhall a
very popular course, attracting
close to 50,000 rounds of golf a
year.

Apart from being an E-Plex pio-
neer, Brandhall golf club has the
rare distinction of being looked
after consecutively by three head
greenkeepers from the same fam-
ily for the past 50 years.

In 1947, Doug Underhill was
appointed to the position,
remaining for 34 years. He was
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followed by son Ian, who held the
post for six years before becom-
ing contracts manager with
Sandwell MBC’s DSO division.
Ian was succeeded by his brother,
Paul, who has been Brandhall’s
head greenkeeper for the past 10

years.
The decision to purchase the E-

Plex was made jointly by all
involved with the council’s
grounds care contracts, as lan
Underhill explained: “We looked
firstly for simplicity of use and
maintenance. Here, the E-Plex
scored top marks. We then con-
sidered the  environmental
aspects which are of major impor-
tance to the borough. With no
engine, no oil and no exhaust, it
was obvious that the machine
would be kinder to the environ-
ment than other mowers.”

Before placing the order, an E-
Plex was loaned to Brandhall golf
club for two weeks’ assessment.
“We don’t buy any new machine

The E-Plex’s batteries are checked daily by Paul Underhill, Head Greenkeeper at Brandhall Golf Club

without a thorough test,” pointed
out Ian. “It did not take the
greenkeepers long to get used to
the E-Plex and they were keen to
have the mower. Our mind was
made up by the confidence of

local Ransomes’ dealer, E T
Breakwell, who said they would
swap the E-Plex for a diesel
greens mower if we did not like it
after 12 months use.”

A year on, Sandwell MBC has

no intention of taking up the offer
and head greenkeeper, Paul
Underhill, says the mower has
been troublefree since it was
delivered in April 1996. “It was a
bit of a culture shock at first, but

alleviate

. #  tenside hydrophobe technology
//\(:‘/’/ whilst wetting agents

treat the symptoms, alleviate uses
innovative tenside hydrophobe technology
to attack and treat the cause
of DRY PATCH

alleviate breaks down the hydrophobic
barrier coating the surface of soil
particles, allowing water to penetrate

.3 the rootzone unsurpassed
anufacturo&by:
s plc, 17 Lanchester Way, Royal Oak teCh nOIOQy
Daventry, Northants, NN11 5PH.
704¥44; Fax: 01327 871154
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we quickly appreciated the
absence of noise and the low
maintenance requirements. One
small drawback is the lack of
power steering, but this is only
really noticeable at very slow for-
ward speeds.”

A critical factor in extracting
maximum life from the batteries
is setting the cylinders correctly
to the bottom blades, says Paul.
“Too tight and the drag creates
excessive battery drain. We check
them daily so they barely touch,
enabling all 18 holes to be cut on
one charge. This is a good result
on our sloping ground.”

Realising that the groomers
take additional power to drive,
Paul uses them on a maximum of
nine holes in a day, grooming the
other nine holes the following
day.

“We chose the E-Plex princi-
pally for its simplicity and relia-
bility,” commented Paul. “A year
on, the facts speak for them-
selves.  Daily  maintenance
involves simply greasing the cut-
ting units and checking the bat-
teries. It is then put on charge
overnight and the mower is ready
to go without delay the next
morning.”

Itis put on charge overnight and
le mower is ready to go without
delay the next morning’

Graham Wissett of Lydney Golf Club:
“We would not go back to an ordinary
mower now”

During 1996, the machine
clocked up 225 hours without a
single visit to the DSO workshop,
much to the delight of manager,
Les Parkes.

“Apart from the obvious envi-
ronmental benefits, the machine
has proved it can make significant
savings in maintenance time and
running costs,” concluded Ian
Underhill. “I believe other clubs
need to take a serious look at the
mower. If it can do it for us, it can
do it for them.”

lan Underhill (left), Contracts M

with Sandwell MBC, di course

maintenance with his brother, Paul, Head G keeper at Brandhall Golf Club

Jevington
GREENMASTE

Greenmaster® NK is a new, phosphate-free,
fine turf fertilizer providing equal amounts of
nitrogen and potash for improved management
and control of turf grass growth on traditional or
sand-based greens in spring and summer.

Satisfies latest recommendations for higher
potash inputs.

Provides 42kg/ha of both nitrogen and potash in
one application.

Extra potash helps overcome deficiency, balances
growth and toughens sward.

Phosphate-free formulation limits P build-up
and Poa annua establishment.

Iron and magnesium added to improve turf
response, colour and hardiness.

Provides quick colour response and sustained
growth for up to six weeks.

Greenmaster NK
12-0-12 + 2% Fe and 3.3% MgO

ALTOGETHER AN UNBEATABLE COMBINATION

D 1 P EERENICE

If you would like to know more please call our
Technical Services Manager on 01473 203143
or contact your local Area Sales Manager:

South - Chris Briggs
Tel: 0378 603103 (mobile) or 01273 675966

Midlands and Wales - Roger Moore
Tel: 0378 603052 (mobile) or 01832 710076

N. England, Scotland & N.I. - Richard Walton
Tel: 0378 603091 (mobile) or 01977 662187
AD

GREENMASTER and THE LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE are registered Trade Marks ~ REF
of Levington Horticulture Ltd. © Levington Horticulture Ltd 1997 102

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1997 27



Jack McMillan recalls the early years of

his career when the stresses were more
physical and compares it with now when
the mental strains can be excessive.

came into greenkeeping by accident in

1946. I was leaving school and looking for a
job when a vacancy arose at East Renfrewshire
GC. Like so many before and after me, we all
stayed long enough to become obsessed with
the job.

Every aspect of the job then involved a
demanding physical commitment. There was
an element of physical drudgery in greenkeep-
ing, which has left many greenkeepers of my
generation with aches and pains in places they
never knew they had.

We constructed a cut and fill tee at East
Renfrewshire GC during the winter of
1946/47, one of the more severe winters I can
remember. It involved physically digging with
picks and shovels into the hillside, the cut
material was thrown over the fill area until it
was too far to throw, it was then wheeled for-
ward into place by wheelbarrow, until the
required level platform area for the tee had
been created.

We can, with the available equipment, build
and construct a new golf course from start to
the finish in four or five months, without too
much physical stress on those involved.

During this year’s Harrogate show I met an
old friend, a greenkeeper of my generation,
and commented that he was looking well. His
reply was that he may look all right on the
outside but he very much doubted if he would
pass his MOT.

The introduction of new technology in
equipment, sophisticated irrigation systems
and the pressure from the changing expecta-
tions of the golfer have all, I believe, changed
greenkeeping into what could now be consid-
ered a stressful job. Golf course management
has been identified in the US as being a high
risk stress profession.

The pressures of the job are today much
more demanding than ever before. With our
ever changing way of life, travel and golf
abroad, televised golf and heavier levels of
play, comparisons will be made and very often
they will be totally unreasonable and unfair.

There are levels of work related stress that I
have always felt could be considered a healthy
stimulant. However there are unfortunately
levels that can make life painful. We have as
an industry had more than our fair share of
nervous breakdowns, heart attacks and sadly,
has in some instances created enough tension
to have caused suicide.

The greenkeeper is always going to be the
recipient in the front line when it comes to
complaints from angry golfers finding fault
with the weather, bad tees shots, missed putts
and the price of subscriptions.

This job also involves that most sensitive of
all roles communicating with people. The
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greenkeeper earns a living by having to com-
municate with some 500 “experts” who think
they know more about his job than he does.
The unfortunate circumstance in this situation
is that they all have differing ideas on just
how the job should be done.

Private members golf clubs adopt the atti-
tude that each and every member and their
guests are your employer, with all the power
that entails. Making one of the more impor-

tant

tant skills that has to be developed early in the
job is that of tact and diplomacy.

The Course Manager is somewhere in
between his own staff and the client/cus-
tomer. To the green staff their employer is a
faceless committee that they rarely, if ever,
see. The Course Manager is normally the only
continuity that most golf clubs have.Thank-
fully many of the enlightened clubs have
taken the opportunity to prepare sensible on




going policy documents that can be excellent
guidelines for ever changing committees.

I can remember in the 1960s going out with
16 committee members to look at a piece of
available land that had been purchased to
extend the golf course. It became evident that
there were 16 differing ideas on how these
holes should be laid out. The situation became
so unmanageable that I was then instructed to
find a good 3, 4 and 5 in the card and get
started on the construction.

Greenkeeping could never be considered dull
or boring it is the complete opposite of that.

Greenkeepers are inordinately proud of
their golf course, most of them in my experi-
ence are workaholics and spend time on the
job that far exceeds the length of day expected
in other professions. There is always a
machine to set up or repair, an irrigation leak
to find and repair, you name it they will find
something that requires their time. Very often
sacrificing time that should be spent and
shared with their families.

Talk to any young greenkeeper’s wife, she
knows when things are going well and more
importantly she is well aware of the anguish
when he is at the mercy of the extremes of
weather. Something he has to live with but very
often does not have the necessary resources to
do anything about. She will no doubt tell you
of meals missed, hurried meals, a reluctance to
take holidays and very often work taken home.

As this article is published we shall be about
to go through the annual ritual of having
Augusta National Golf Course and the Masters
on our TV screens — members of our golf clubs
will be watching it on television and at the
same time looking out the window at their
own course “with a touch of poor me’s” and
wondering what is wrong.

The answer to that is clear, very simply put
the Augusta National golf course closes for the

better part of six months in the year. The level
of play runs at about some ten thousand
rounds of golf annually and they have climatic
conditions that allow for year round growth.
The budget provision, is I am sure, in line with
that required for a Roll’s Royce golf course.

The UK members are looking out onto a
course that has a normal level of play some-
where in the region of at least 40,000 rounds,
many I am sure a great deal more, and much
of that played over seven months of dormancy
when there is no recovery whatsoever from
the ever increasing traffic.

Having been privileged to have visited
Augusta National and been impressed with
everything I saw and indeed pleased that the
golf world can provide such excellent standards.

We are now seeing that quality and stan-
dard extended to similar projects here in the
UK. “I would not however exactly call any of
them working golf courses.” They will how-
ever rightly or wrongly become the bench-
mark for judging standards of excellence.

I recently was taken to task by a very fine
young Course Manager for suggesting that a
golf course with a generous budget, limited
level of play, (9,000 rounds per year) and a
staffing level and equipment provision that
compares with the best was only an ornament.

He also informed me that if it was consid-
ered necessary they would close the course for
the winter months, or at least ensure very lim-

ited play. The kind of situation I am sure most
young greenkeepers only dream about.

Some of the comparisons made by the
golfer can very often be totally misleading and
illogical. Comparisons are fair when compar-
ing apples with apples and when the playing
field is level. An almost impossible situation in
the golf course business with so many and
varied items to be considered such as course
type, staffing levels, equipment provision,

budget, levels of play and more important the
level of winter play. The increased traffic over
the winter months can be a major area of con-
cern for greenkeepers. It is however an occu-
pational hazard we have to live with.

One of the joys of playing golf is the diver-
sity in the types of course we have — they all
vary in character and they all deal with the
problems of traffic and the extremes of
weather differently. They will however still be
compared one to the other.

The role of the Course Manager has in the
main improved greatly — I recollect a cartoon
in an early edition of the old Scottish Green-
keeping magazine Turf where car parking for
the Secretary and the Professional were
clearly defined and there was a bicycle rack
for the greenkeepers that could afford a bike.

Material rewards have moved on in keeping
with the new responsibilities and as would be
expected with the better rewards comes the
expectation for better and higher standards.

The golf course is more than a means of
earning a living, it very often becomes an
extension of their lives. There is an ongoing
search for perfection sometimes in very diffi-
cult circumstances. In my experience the golf
course managers are naturally high achievers
and set their sights high and can on occasion
be their own worst enemies.

There are the pressures and sometimes frus-
trating circumstances associated with the job
eg equipment breakdowns, too heavy a work
programme, the varying weather conditions,
responsibility without authority and in some
instances a feeling of insecurity, ever changing
bosses introducing new management styles
and sometimes an unclear line of authority.

Who could explain the communication they
find at Harrogate, there we see the green-
keeper at his best, he is among his peers, they

share a common bond one with the other they
are comfortable and the pressure of work is
for a brief period left behind — I am sure they
all come away from Harrogate having enjoyed
each others company with their batteries
charged and ready for another challenging
year ahead.

By bending Bill Shankly’s quote 1 would
suggest that greenkeeping is not about life
itself, it is more important than that.

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1997 29



AD
REF
421

Accessories make all the

ttention to detail is the differ-

ence between good and
great. It is what sorts the super-
stars out from the stars.

It is the same with golf
courses. The ones you remem-
ber are those who have paid
attention to the finer details. The
ones which have a little some-
thing which has visitors com-
menting to their partners about
the next time they play.

“| saw some superb tee mark-
ers at BIGGA Country Club..."

There follows some of the new
ideas which are available in
1997.

B Eagle Promotions are proud
of the fact that their “Photocast”
zinc tee signs relate to the tradi-
tion of golf.

“Photocast” is a photographic
etching process that allows the
most complex of graphic images
to be deep etched into zinc, giv-
ing the look and feel of traditional

cast products without the need
for expensive patterns or dies.
The company can etch club
emblems, crests and hole dia-
grams into any size of tee plate.

They specialise in providing

measured mark systems,
backed up by a course mea-
surement service. The zinc

plates nestle into a range of

stone effect pedestals or are
affixed to a shaped wooden log
design. The wooden range
extends to fairway signs, point of
play markers and fingerposts.

The list of clubs using Eagle
Promotions is growing fast. Con-
tact Philip Mclnley on 01883
344244,

B Getting food and drinks out
on to the greens for players
snack meals is potentially big
business. However, the problem
is how to transport it there, and
then store it, safely and hygieni-
cally.

The Maillon Line coolbox from
Portable Refrigeration Company.
(PRC), pictured above, offers an
economical and straightforward
solution. Manufactured by Mon-
etti, the Maillon is a tough yet
lightweight insulated container
with a capacity of 68 litres. It
offers a practical, no nonsense
way of moving and storing

NEW FROM
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THE LOOK AND FEEL OF GRANITE AT A FRACTION OF THE COST

With our exclusive Turfstone™ Tee Course Markers and signs you can make your course

look like a million dollars — without breaking the bank!

They are available in a mountain range of colours and just like the real thing they are made to last for ages.
The handsome markers are precision moulded from a dense, non-porous material

that will stand up to the elements as well as normal golf course use.

Send or telephone for details and prices:

DARD GOLF (UK) LTD 20B BUCKINGHAM AVENUE, SLOUGH, BERKSHIRE SL1 4QA

TELEPHONE: 01753 537410 FACSIMILE: 01753 534661




chilled, frozen or even hot food
and carries a list price of from
£345 plus VAT.

The Maillon is a top-loading
box. When fully loaded with
chilled foods, the standard insu-
lated version will maintain tem-
perature safely for hours at a
time, without the need for an
external power source. Thus
food can be dropped off at pre-
arranged spots for players to eat
when they are ready - and it
keeps in prime condition, what-
ever the weather. For longer stor-
age optional chilling systems are
available using either eutectic
plates or a ‘dry ice’ system to
maintain temperature.

PRC can offer the Maillon in a

TurfStone Tee Markers are pre-
cision moulded from a thermoset
polyester compound that is ten
times stronger than other similar
compound. It is a dense, non-
porous material that resist chip-
ping, cracking, fading and even
staining. It is impervious to golf
course chemicals and available
for immediate delivery.
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Scorecards = Course M

surement ®

Yardage Books « Tee Signs

Event Boards * Leaderboards * Notice Boards « Bag Tags *
01883 344244

Green Fee Tickets « Call Philip Mcinley on :

! Acid Brushed Balladin Stone Pedestal
with 12 x 9 inch Zinc Plate Showing

Hole Diagram

Cornish Stone Pedestal
with 9 x 9 inch

Zinc Plate

choice of colours, so users can
colour-code them for, for exam-
ple, different groups of players,

* Mondlich, Style with |
“Zine Plate }
Unde AT -

menus or times of day. As well as
being equipped with carrying
handles, the Maillon can be sup-
plied with wheels for easy trans-
porting of heavier loads. It could
also be carried using a buggy or
in a car boot.

For more information,
brochures and details contact
your local PRC branch or call
Portable Refrigeration direct on
01428 707622.

B Standard Golf has introduced
for 1997 TurfStone Tee Markers,
Yardage and Course signs. How
tees can look a million dollars
without breaking the bank. TurfS-
tone Tee Markers by Standard
Golf provide the look and feel of
real granite — at a fraction of the
cost, They are even available in
a mountain range of colours,
Red Garnet, Blue Slate, Yellow
Sandstone, White Quartz, Black
Onyx and Grey Granite, Just Like
the real thing, they are made to
last for ages.

They can be ordered TurfStone
Markers plain, or have them
engraved with your Club logo, in
one colour, or any other one colour
design, or with hole numbers.

For further information
phone 01753 537410.

tele-

B A new golf driving bay -
which can be constructed in sin-
gle or multiple bays — has just
been launched onto the UK mar-
ket by the Shropshire-based golf
equipment  specialist, Links
Leisure.

Said to have been designed to
allow both golf clubs and golfers
to make the maximum use of the
space available for practising
facilities, the new PRO-TEE bays
are both robust, require little or

Double
Pedestal with
Sponsor

Position
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Full Range of Wood
Log Mounts for
Tee Signs

Fairway and Point of Play Markers




' WPST
\ %% - 1 A

no maintenance, and they are
easily erected.

Measuring 3.5 x 3.5 metres in
single bay multiples, the driving
bays consist of a rust-resistant
frame either ~galvanised or
coated in green plastic — and
long-life baffle nets.

Easily installed — each bay
comes with a detailed set of
installation instructions — Links
Leisure are also offering, as an
alternative, a complete installa-
tion service if required.

The company can also provide
all-weather and user friendly golf
mats for use with the new bays.
These consist of a durable glass
reinforced cement base and
three individually replaceable
artificial turf sections, each with
a rubber shock pad backing.

Full details of the new practice
bays can be obtained from Links
Leisure Unit 22, Civic Industrial
Park, Whitchurch, Shropshire

SY13ITT Tel: 01948 663002.

W The ability to have a drink of
fresh water while playing a round
of golf will appeal to most
golfers, especially in the summer
months. Progressive golf clubs
now provide drinking fountains at
strategic points around the
course. Facilities of this type
need to be hardwearing and
robust to withstand the effects of
weather and possible rough
usage. ldeally, they should also
blend in with the surrounding
environment to enhance the
appearance of the course.

The Maestro Model 35 drinking
fountain, pictured left, achieves
all this It is attractively styled with
simple lines and a fern green fin-
ish which will enhance any out-
door location.

It is also extremely robust and
vandal resistant. The column is
made of 1/8” mild rolled steel
and the receptor is stainless
steel for strength and hygiene.
The bubbler is also specially

designed with a public environ-
ment in mind. It features a steel
guard and an anti squirt head to
prevent vandals from flooding or
spraying surrounding areas.
Operation is via a push button
which is recessed into the body
of the unit for protection. Tamper
resistant screws are used for all
fixings.

To give long lasting good
looks, the receptor is made of
stainless steel, the bubble’s fin-
ished in chrome, the valve is
chrome plate and the body of :
the fountain has a scratch resis-
tant epoxy finish.

The Maestro Model 35 features
standard connections and is
simple to install. It is available
now from Maestro International, -
Europe’s leading manufacturer of ,
drinking fountains and water
coolers. Maestro is also regis-
tered to BS5750. ‘
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For further information tele-
phone 0181 302 4035.

We 've Moved
to NEW

ofFices.

Pattiéson

Established 1896

H. Pattisson & Co. Lid.
Pattisson House,

Addison Road, Chesham,
Buckinghamshire. HP3 2BD

Tel: 01494 79 46 46 Fax: 01494 79 47 47
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MODULAR SYSTEMS

...make all the difference to secure

SITESAFE
L\

storage & accommodation units.

PAVILION WORKSHOP

For further information
please contact:

CLEVE"AN“ Irvine Weston on Tel: 01427 752058 or
SETEVRY & N N 1 d Sitesafe Ltd. o ,
bl l lﬁbl“l‘\l& Cleveland Sitesafe [ td. Park Farm
LIMITED Dunsdale, Guisborough,

Cleveland. TS14 6RQ.
Tel: 01642 475009 or Fax: 01642 471036.




B Easy Picker Europe Ltd have
launched an ingenious Golf Ball
Tee-Up device which is ideal for
every Golf Range.

Easitee will eliminate back
strain, save costs on rubber
Tees, speed up practice and
increase revenue at busy
Ranges.

Easitee is simple to install,
directly onto the floor, under a
Rubber Mat. Each Range Ball
can be raised or lowered by sim-
ply pressing the club head down
alternately onto each tee, so lift-
ing the ball to the desired height.

Easitee is a British invention
and patented world-wide.

For further information tele-
phone 01508 528828

B Tildenet, the international net-

fing company is able to offer tai-
lor-made indoor netting systems
for a variety of sports

Tildenet has recently con-
verted Bridgewater Mill, Eccles,

Manchester into a 7-bay indoor
golf range, allowing the fair
weather golfer to practice all
year round!

Other projects installed by

Tildenet include a 6-bay system
at Lord Wandsworth school near
Basingstoke.

For further information tele-
phone 01179 669684.

Indoor golf netting at The Belfry

FRESHER ON
YOUR GREENS

The Maillon Line coolbox from Portable
Refrigeration Company offers an economical and
straightforward
solution to the
problem of
transporting
smaller loads
of food safely.

With a capacity of
68 litres it fits in the
boot of most vehicles
and can be equipped
with wheels for easy
carrying. It’s superior
insulation will keep fresh, chilled or frozen food safely
for hours at a time, while for longer storage periods

Manufactured by Melform/Monetti the Maillon’s
polyethylene body is tough, lightweight, easy to
clean and entirely safe. The external dimensions are:
Length 850mm Width 450mm Depth 390mm

Another great idea from PRC!
For information, prices and brochures phone

or fax the Portable Refrigeration Company
on 01428 707622.

KEEPS FOOD (-

>,

eutectic plates or a special ‘dry ice’ system can be used.

THE 68 LITRE CAPACITY
LINK IN THE COLD CHAIN FOR THE
SMALL RETAILER OR CATERER

3% Provides no break in the Cold Chain with eutectic plates for
chilled or frozen food.

3% Transports both chilled and frozen foods, at the correct temperature
in the same container with dry ice dividers.

3% Units stack on top of each other.

3% Helps you comply with the requirements of the Food Safety Act and DRY \C‘
avoid the penalties that infringement involves. R

TEMPORARY & TRANSPORTABLE
REFRIGERATION? TALK TO PRC

B The UK’s largest fleet M Superb range of salad
of chiller/freezer trailers. counters, multi-decks and
serve over counters.

cuTECTIC PLAT
0

B Comprehensive range of

modular cold rooms. M A useful range of upright

M Refrigerated containers cabinets and chest freezers.
and mini containers. B Portable hand basins.

FOR ADVICE, PRICES & DETAILS PHONE OR FAX: 01428 707622
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AMAZIONIE

Amazone Ltd has joined BIGGA as a
Golden Key Sponsor and joined the
Association and Rhéne Poulenc as co-
sponsor of the Environment Award it
initiated two years ago.

n recent years the name Amazone would

lead you to think less about the great South
American river and more about Amazone Ltd,
the company which conceived the Amazone
Golf Environment competition two years ago
and ran it with conspicuous success.

Amazone has now joined forces with
BIGGA and Rhone Poulenc to give the compe-
tition a further boost under the new name of
the BIGGA Environmental Award in associa-
tion with Amazone and Rhone Poulenc. Ama-
zone has also become a BIGGA Golden Key
SpPONSor.
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FORCE IN THE

INDUSTRY

Amazone Ltd was formed in 1983 to market
the products of Amazone, one of Germany’s
best known and largest agricultural engineer-
ing companies. With a history of over 100
years Amazone is the market leader in Europe
for its fertiliser broadcasters, a piece of equip-
ment which has been developed and refined
since the 1950s.

The product range now includes Amazone
seed drills, sprayers, power harrows, and
ground care equipment, the latter of which is
handled through a separate division — Ama-
zone Ground Care — which was launched in

1989 to market the Amazone Groundkeeper
flail type mower as well as the fertiliser
spreading, seeding, cultivating and spreading
machinery.

T'he philosophy of the company is based on
innovation and of the need to provide equip-
ment which is environmentally friendly. The
reasoning is simple — Amazone equipment is
designed to apply materials such as agrochem-
icals and nitrate fertilisers and these have to
be applied with great accuracy to ensure that
their effect is optimised and that there is no
ecological danger involved.
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BIGGA
GOLDEN KEY
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One “first” Amazone introduced was the
boundary spreading discs for its fertiliser
broadcasters which prevent fertiliser landing
in hedgerows and streams — the arrival of
which superseded the European Union ruling
covering boundary spreading.

Amazone’s commitment to develop preci-
sion application equipment is best demon-
strated by the development of the Global
Positioning Satellite system (GPS) with
Massey Ferguson. It was for this work that
Amazone was awarded a Gold Medal at this
year’s SIMA show in Paris. With this system an
application map is produced using yield infor-
mation gathered from the combine and nutri-
ent information from soil samples. With this
information it is possible to assess the varying
nutrient requirements of different areas within
a field and assign different application rates to
them. Having done this the information is
then entered into the computer controlling the
spreader. As the tractor moves across the field
its precise position is plotted by satellite and
the spreader is automatically adjusted to vary
the application rate according to the field
position.

The company philosophy was easily trans-
ferred to the Ground Care Division as golf
courses are prime areas of potential ecological
interest and prompted the company to launch
its environmental competition. This was a posi-
tive attempt by Amazone Ltd Managing Direc-
tor Rod Baker to promote more interest in golf
course conservation and environmental work.

‘Amazone Ltd has always been particularly
concerned with promoting the responsible use
of machinery and input and the Golf Environ-
ment competition was designed to highlight
the benefits that golf courses can bring to the
natural environment, in a climate in which
they too often tend to receive negative com-
ment from both press and public who perceive
destruction of natural habitats and intensive
use of inputs,” explained Rod.

“The fact is that the opposite is more often
the case. Golf courses cover large tracts of
land with often only a small area that is actu-
ally ‘in play’. The remainder contains areas of
natural terrain that can, and often do, provide
habitats for a huge range of bird, insect, ani-
mal and plant species.

“Many greenkeepers have become concerned
with these areas and actively manage them to
encourage species diversity. The BIGGA Envi-
ronmental Award in association with Amazone
and Rhone Poulenc seeks to both enliven this
interest and also promote work that is being
done to improve the public image of the indus-
try as well as the interests of the club manage-
ment and membership,” he said.

“We know that many greenkeepers face
ignorance within their own working environ-
ment and often have to battle to protect
species or particularly rich areas or to raise the
cash to invest in areas with low environmental
value.

“By achieving recognition of the good work
that is done we hope to both encourage green-
keepers in this area of their work and also to
help provide increased support for their efforts
from club management and members.”

Having launched the competition in ‘95 the
link with BIGGA and Rhone Poulenc has given
the competition wider industry recognition and

helped to increase its stature and importance
and give it an added educational dimension.

The expansion of the UK company has been
fairly dramatic during the last 14 years.
Turnover has gone from less than half a mil-
lion to approaching £12 million and staff and
facilities have been increased to keep pace.
There are now two centres with the adminis-
tration at Saltash in Cornwall and the
machine sales, parts and services based at
Harworth near Doncaster.

As a measure of the company’s success the
Harworth premises have already seen three
phases of expansion so that today machine
stocks can be stored under cover and the over-
all facility includes latest state-of-the-art parts
storage and retrieval systems as well as a mag-
nificent new training school. The latter has
been provided to give in-house training for
both dealers and their staff as well as end
users. The school offers the ideal environment
to demonstrate how machines work and the
technical aspects of their design and operation.

Harworth is also the base for Amazone’s
Ground Care operations which produces
machinery for grass maintenance, scarifying ,
power coring seeding, cultivations, sand and
fertiliser spreading and leaf and litter collec-
tion plus specialist machines for maintaining
artificial sports surfaces.
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SCOTTISH
REGION
Elliott Small
Tel: 01259 731445
Ayrshire ;
After the driest January on
record we have now had the
wettest, windiest February on
record. This must have had some
effect on the communication
links in our Section as no news
has come to hand. We shall take
it that no news is good news and
everything in the area is going to
plan and we can all look forward
to a good start to the season
ahead.

I am looking forward to meet-
ing everybody at the Spring Out-

ing on April 22 at the
Wigtownshire County GC.

Derek Wilson

Central

How is everyone coping with this
weather? The driest January, the
wettest February and by the way
March started it looked as
though we were going to be
blown all over the place. Never
mind, things can only get better
and by this time we should all be
expert painters.

On a lighter note everyone
should have received an entry
form for the Spring Tourna-
ment/Hayter Challenge qualify-
ing event on April 29 along with
forms for some of the various
events which we intend to organ-
ise this year.

As you will appreciate it is
expensive for companies to pro-
vide lecturers and organise
demonstrations etc so please give
us your support at as many
events as possible. Bring along
your Green’s Convener or a
member of your Club’s Commit-
tee, everyone is welcome.

If you intend to support any
events please return your forms
as soon as possible and where
applicable please enclose the cor-
rect remittance.

We extend a warm welcome to
Steven McKee and James Clowry,
from Thornton GC; Stephen
Bruce, from Dunnikier GC and
Colin Smith, from Drumoig GC.
Hopefully we will see you all at
some of our forthcoming events.
At the moment we are averaging
one new member each week so
we must be doing something
right for membership to still be
on the increase and it would

Around the Green

appear that the problems of last
year may soon be resolved.

A challenge football match
against the West Section was
played in March (at the time of
writing it has not been played so
I can’t give you the score!). It is
hoped to arrange a return match
and eventually an Inter Section
Tournament so if you are inter-
ested just fill in the appropriate
form and we will take it from
there.

I have a complete list of what
is available from the BIGGA
Library so if anyone is interested
in borrowing books or videos just
get in touch and I will send you
the list with the relevant forms.
John Crawford

West

Spring is upon us and courses are
busy putting final touches to
their season preparations and
clearing up the winter work.
Spring hasn’t really been too
good so far with high winds and
plenty of rain, maybe next year
we’ll get a good start...

The Conservation Day was
held at Kirkhill and East Ren-
frewshire GCs. There was a good
turn out with various views
expressed, differing ideas and
new concepts and hopefully
more and more clubs will look to
the future and adopt some of
these ideas. Our thanks go to
Gordon for the day and also to
Jonathan Smith for his interest-
ing outlook.

The Game’s Night arranged for
February 27 saw 26 participants
with a few late arrivals (no
names mentioned!). Everyone
appeared to enjoy themselves
with the eventual winners on 80
points being John Scott and
Robert Hogarth, pipping myself
and John Scott Snr! Thanks once
again to John Scott Snr for
organising the pies and the facili-
ties. Please convey our thanks to
Claremont Bowling Club for
accommodating us.

Remember to put your entry
for the Spring Outing in quickly
as numbers will be limited. Next
month’s issue will include the
Perth Conference, the football
match and the Loch Lomond Day
so look out!

J S Taylor

North
The Scottish Region Conference
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

in Perth was a great success with
a large turnout of delegates espe-
cially North members I am
pleased to report. The morning
and afternoon sessions were ably
chaired by North men Alisdair
McLaren and Sam Morrison, the
latter having not quite recovered
from his son’s wedding reception
a couple of days earlier. A vote of
thanks to all who helped to
organise the day. Just one
request for next year, could the
weather be bad on the day in
1998 as for the second year run-
ning the weather was lovely, dry
and sunny, leaving a lot of green-
keepers sitting in the hotel and
cursing missing the best day’s
weather for quite a while. Indeed
as I write this the following day it
is pouring with rain again here in
Tain. It was good to see the
BIGGA Chairman Pat Murphy
present and also James and Janet
from Headquarters.

Congratulations to  Neil
Ballingall on his appointment as
Head Greenkeeper at Moray GC,
Lossiemouth. Welcome to the
Section, we look forward to see-
ing you at outings etc if possible.
Congratulations also to Richard
Atkin Jnr on his recent marriage
down in Hull.

Section Secretary Dougal
Duguid is wondering if anyone
has a spare kidney as he is expe-
riencing problems with his, seri-
ously we wish Dougal a speedy
recovery from his problems.

Two reminders for members,
firstly have you sent back your
200 Club money yet, time is run-
ning out as the first draw is next
month at Duff House Royal. Sec-
ondly, but not quite so urgent,
BIGGA are running management
courses again this Autumn, prob-
ably at Falkirk, and I know they
were not full up in Scotland last
year. This is ridiculous when you
consider the cost is only £50 as
the remaining £150 per delegate
is paid from the Golden/Silver
Key Fund. Clubs should be more
willing to send staff on these two
day courses as they are so heavily
subsidised so get working on
your Committee now, I am sure
you will both benefit.

Finally I have received a letter
from a young man in Canada
who after seven years experience
in greenkeeping in Canada and
USA is looking for a job in Scot-
land. Unfortunately we are not

currently looking for staff here at
Tain, but I thought that maybe
someone out there in Scotland
might have a place for him. His
CV makes good reading, he even
has a degree in turf manage-
ment. Anyone interested in find-
ing out more about Mark Obee
can contact me on 01862 894402
and I can send you his CV.

Iain Macleod

NORTHERN
REGION

Bob Lupton

Tel: 01782 750539
North West
The vacancy of the North West
Section Presidency that occurred
through the retirement of Arthur
Harrison has been accepted by
John Walker, Director of Rite-
feed. The North West Section
Committee voted unanimously to
offer John the opportunity to
become President of the Section
because of his genuine efforts in
trying to better the cause/efforts
of the greenkeeper. I was
delighted that John accepted and
know that we will see him at
many of the Section events.

Some good news, North West
Water assures us that the reser-
voirs are full and that this year
there will be no water restric-
tions. I only hope we don’t have
a cold spring again giving a late
growth on bent and fescue
greens.

You will all see from your fix-
ture lists that we have a full year
of golf tournaments with the
roses match and the stewards
match requiring teams of 16. The
Spring Tournament which is the
Hayter Qualifier is on May 1 and
you will need to register with Bill
Merritt, 255 Utting Avenue,
Clubmore, Liverpool, L49 9RB
enclosing £15 made payable to
BIGGA N/W no later than Thurs-
day April 24. Soup and sand-
wiches will be available from 12
noon to 1pm with tee off from
1.30pm.

Bert Cross

Sheffield

On February 6 we held our win-
ter lecture at Rotherham GC. Our
thanks go to Michael Palmer,
from Supaturf, who gave a very
interesting talk on water man-
agement which was thoroughly
enjoyed by a good number of our
members.
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With the summers getting longer and
hotter there is an increasing demand on
the water supply and its application into
the amenity sector. Through normal
irrigation methods the spread patterns of
water may give adequate coverage, but
this does not mean that there is an even
absorption of water into the soil. High
spots on greens can be particularly prone
to hydrophobic conditions caused by
surface water run off due to insufficent
water absorption.

For this reason, it has always been
necessary to apply additional water to
high spots, by syringing. To increase the
effectiveness of this procedure it is
advisable to apply a wetting agent along with this extra water. The easiest and most
cost effective way to add this wetting agent is through the Drencher hose end
applicator.

This has been designed to incorporate a chamber for a solid wetting pellet which is
eroded as the water passes over it.

The Drencher pellet range consists of a straight WA (wetting agent) pellet and the
123 Premix pellet,a combined wetting agent, biostimulant, and micronutrient feed,
both of which are supplied in cases of six pellets with each pellet treating between
3 and 6 greens.

The Drencher Gun is the most
advanced hose end applicator
of its type in the UK.

The applicator gun is easy to
connect and operate and gives
the operator total control at the
hose end, where it is needed. & DRENCHER E
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Designed and manufactured

in Europe, the applicator has
improved hose connector
couplings, a simple shut off valve,
brass spray nozzle and clear chamber which is tested to 120psi, making it easy and
effective to use.An optional rose attachment is available.
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. Greenlawnger™ turf colourant will restore the natural appearance of
. turf which has been damaged or discoloured by fertilizer burn,
||| winter yellowing or other problems such as chemical or oil spills.

| || Itis ideal for sports turf, golf greens, tees and fairways, along with
~ commercial application.

- Greenlawnger™ turf paint is easily applied with any tank or

= knapsack sprayer to give a healthy, natural look to all turf grass.

It will not wash or wear off turf after it has been applied, and the
colour will last 10-14 weeks, or until the coloured grass is removed
by mowing.

Greenlawnger™ is available in both 1 and 10 Its. for spray mixes,
and should be applied at 1 It. per 500m’ or in Ready To Use(RTU™)
aerosols for spot treatment. RTUs come in a case of 6 cans with a %
free applicator gun. Greenlawnger RTU™ is available in two colours, %
Standard Green for all applications and Agrostis Green for darker turf. t‘%
o
Greenlawnger™ Sand Concentrate is also available in 100 It. drums for
colouring sand/divot mix.

ik
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Crystal Clear™ WSP

Crystal Clear™ WSP is a concentrated microbial based lake clarifier containing
4 billion CFUs (Colony Forming Units) per gram of a proprietary blend of 17 bacillus
bacterial strains. Crystal Clear WSP will biodegrade the nutrients, organic matter and
hydrocarbons reducing surface scum, algae blooms, sludge and organic sediment,
improving water clarity and quality. In addition, Crystal Clear will control methane
and sulphide odours.

Crystal Clear™ WSP is packaged in easy to use water soluble packets. It is non-toxic
and harmless to humans, animal and aquatic life. Crystal Clear WSP is fully compatible
with all aquatic colourants.

For initial application each WSP will treat 250m? of water, with a maintenance rate of
1 WSP per 1500m? every 2 weeks.Available in cases of 6 WSP.

Using Lake Colorant™ WSP to create natural looking blue
water is easy and inexpensive. It is the perfect colourant for
| lakes, ponds, water hazards or large fountains.

Lake Colorant™ WSP is a highly concentrated blend of dry-
flowable colourants in water soluble packets. Unlike liquid
colourants, these totally eliminate any need for measuring or
for any applicator contact with the colourant, so there is no
mess.The packets dissolve quickly and completely, leaving
no residue.

Lake Colorant’s exclusive formula disperses the colourant quickly, and since the
water soluble packet floats, colouring occurs from the top down for much faster results.
Lake colourant is available in cases of 6 WSP. Each WSP will treat 1500 m? of water.




Drencher liquid is a performance enhanced organic soil penetrant, combined with
natural sugars to aid in the treatment of dry patch and stimulate soil microbial activity.
Formulated for use on fine turf, Drencher liquid is an essential weapon in the fight
against hydrophobic soil conditions.

® ENHANCED WATER PENETRATION

® AIDS INTHE FIGHT AGAINST DRY PATCH
® STIMULATES SOIL MICROBIAL ACTIVITY
® NON SCORCHING FORMULATION

® 100% ORGANIC

Maintenance Rate
750 ml.- 1 It. per 500 m? in 40 Its. of water (15 - 20 Its. per hectare in 800 Its. of water)

Extreme Hydrophobic Conditions
1.5 - 2 Its. per 500 m* in 40 Its. of water (30 - 40 Its. per hectare in 800 Its. of water)

Dew Control

A treatment of between 625 ml.- 1250 ml. per 500 m? in 40 Its. of water will provide a
dew control of between two and three days. This is, however, dependent on climatic
conditions and irrigation levels and therefore the longevity of dew control may vary.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Independent research carried out in the USA shows the effectiveness of Drencher as a
soil penetrant. The data below shows just a few of the beneficial results you can achieve
with Drencher liquid.

PRODUCT TIME (min)

Drencher 8.60
Aqua-Gro 15.26
Distilled Water 21.75

*In the above test, an 8 cm. column was filled
with peat and various solutions of equal
concentration were added on top of the peat,
then timed to measure how long it took the
solutions to penetrate.
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CONTROL 0.05% 0.1%  0.2%

*The above test shows that Drencher is an
effective microbial imulator of beneficial
bacteria.

*Full copy of results available on request.

Amenity Technology Products Ltd., Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street, Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX
Telephone +(44) 0118 951 0033 Fax +(44) 0118 951 0044




If there is anyone interested in
taking a First Aid Course would
they please contact Ron
Ullathorne on 04105 765322.
The course will be filled on a first
come first served basis as there
will be only 12 places available.

If anybody has got a trophy
from a 1995-96 golf competition
please return it to Barry Heaney
for insurance valuation.

Golf dates: Annual Tournament
- July 7, Silkstone GC at 10am;
Autumn Tournament — Septem-
ber 22, Sickleholme GC at
1.30pm; Christmas Tournament —
November 24, Rotherham GC.
Ron Ullathorne

North East

Slaley Hall are having a busy
winter extending the 8th and
13th holes in readiness for the
European Tour event in July.
Work has restarted on the new
18 hole championship course
designed by Neil Coles and Asso-
ciates and just another reminder
that they are looking for volun-
teers again this year.

Tony McLure, Course Manager
at Whickham GC, informs me
that they are opening their new 8
acre practice area shortly. Paul
Moore, from Lindum Turf, has
just gained a valuable order from
Tony for supplying turf on two
new tees there.

Derek Cruddass, of Garesfield
GC, informs me that they have
now changed all their bunker
sand to the white Levenseat
monosand. Two of his staff are to
be congratulated. Firstly, Gary
Needham on gaining his Phase 4
and having the letters LCGI after
his name and, secondly, it just
shows you that you are never too
late to go to college as Alan Har-
rison, aged 48, is studying for
Phase 2. Well done to both of
you.

Glen Barker, of South Shields
GC, is obviously getting the
course ready for the Spring Com-
petition in April as they are hav-
ing a new irrigation system
installed by Par 4. Apparently
David Jennings, of Morpeth GC,
has moved further afield by
going to Australia!

Hopefully in December this
year we are having a competition
at some course which will coin-
cide with the Christmas dinner
followed by an AGM and prize
giving. The chosen course will be
announced at a later date.
Another idea we are thinking
about is a knock-out, based on a
pairs format. Members should
have a club handicap and the
entry fee will be approximately
£10 per couple. The details will
be announced later.

New members to the Section
are as follows: Kevin Mould —
Whickham GC; Andrew Tolly —

Beamish Park GC, David Neil —
Consett GC.

New members elected on to
the Committee are A McLure, D
Cuthbertson and D Cruddass.
Jimmy Richardson

Cleveland

I am sorry to report that Bill
Burtt, the SISIS retired rep, died
in January aged 80 years old. Bill
was a perfect gentleman. He was
our first President from 1979 for
five years and was a regular
attender at events and loved to
go to exhibitions to meet old
friends. Our sincere condolences
go to Elizabeth, Martin and
Richard Burtt.

Our February meeting was on
trees and was presented by John
Nicholson, from Eamon Wall of
Durham. He advised on checking
your local area to see which trees
grow well there. He told us not
to plant trees in straight lines,
use kerb or glyphosate to treat
one square metre around the
base of the trees and plant small
trees for the best results. He can
also advise on grants available
for golf clubs wishing to plant
and can help with plans for
copses of trees. John then intro-
duced Peter Facey from Ouston,
Chester-le-Street, who grows
trees from seed on his tree nurs-
ery.

First Aid Courses are available
regularly at St Johns Ambulance
Cleveland Headquarters, 236
Marton Road, Middlesbrough,
Cleveland, telephone 01642
218131. A 4-day course costs
£120 and includes a free 1-day
top up after 18 months to comply
with growing changes in treat-
ments. All my staff are now qual-
ified, are yours?

Chris Fiddell is back at work
one year after his serious motor
cycle accident. We wish you well
Chris.

The Spring Tournament is to
be held at Bedale GC on Thurs-
day May 8 at 9.30 am.

New member Mark Aspden,
from Northallerton, has success-
fully completed his Diploma in
turf science and will be learning
his trade from the Americas as he
will be travelling to Shoal Creek
GC in Alabama to work.

Bruce Burnell

North Wales
A bit of news, contrary to my
report in last month’s issue of
this magazine the entrance fee
for members wishing to play in
our golf competitions this year
will be £11. This is due to the
fact that the Section will be
receiving our subscription refund
for this year after all.

By now you should have
received your entry forms for our
Spring tournament at Frodsham,

please ensure that you return
them to Terry Evans by the clos-
ing date of Sunday April 13. Our
teeing times are between 0900
and 1300hrs and it is expected
that “locals” will take the earlier
times, leaving the later starting
times for those that have further
to travel.

Please note that all trade rep-
resentatives that are not playing
golf but who wish to attend our
tournaments are requested to
contact Terry Evans on 01352-
720692.

It is provisionally hoped that
our Autumn tournament will be
at Abersoch GC on 8 October.

Finally, a welcome to two new
members, Gareth Wyn Jones,
from Henllys Hall GC, at Beau-
maris, and Paul Drennan, of
Maesdu GC. Gareth is our 14th
member with the surname of
Jones which represents exactly
10 per cent of our Section mem-
bership — can any other Section
better this?

Trevor Johnston.

Northern

Our annual dinner dance was
held at Bradford GC and what a
superb evening it was. The food
was excellent. Thank you to all
the staff at the club for their hos-
pitality and making it a very
enjoyable event.

A total of 113 people attended
the dinner, which I believe is the
best turnout to date. Many
thanks to Dave Thackray and Mel
Guy for their help in arranging
the function and to everyone
who contributed towards the raf-
fle prizes. Plenty of effort went
into the organising but I'm cer-
tain all who attended will agree
it was worthwhile.

May I thank Pat Murphy, our
National Chairman, and his wife
for attending in a year which 'm
sure is exceptionally hectic.
Thanks are extended also to Ian
Holoran and his wife and Bob
and Sara Lupton for coming.
Sara always puts a smile on the
face of a certain small stout rep’s
face! 1 wonder who that could
be?

An excellent event and I hope
we have as much support from
greenkeepers, trade and friends
at future dinner dances. Finally
thanks to you all for your support
to the Section.

Spaces are rapidly decreasing
for the Hayter qualifier at Wake-
field GC. Some people will be
disappointed for not booking ear-
lier.

I hear down the grapevine that
things are happening out there in
the Section, but unfortunately
nobody gets in touch so that I
can put it into the magazine.
Please let me know of retire-
ments, promotions, change of

club etc so that I can let everyone
know.

My numbers are Home 01484
519829 (answer machine); Work
01977 690117 (12-1pm) and
Mobile 0585 268136.

Simon Heppenstall

MIDLAND
REGION

Peter Larter

Tel: 01480 437507
East of England
The Section’s winter education
seminat seems to go from
strength to strength. the turnout
was excellent for our small area
nearly half our membership. The
informative talks were from John
Hacker on soil sampling, Jay
Dobson on thatch and a talk on
Ecology and Conservation from
Mike Schofield.

The afternoon session was a
tour of the course with Mike
Schofield assessing the conserva-
tion and ecology at Kenwick Park
GC.

Many thanks to Ian Morton of
Kenwick for providing the venue
and helping to organise the suc-
cessfull event.

A warm welcome to new mem-
bers of the Section: Philip Old-
man, Newark; Colin Hutchcraft,
Oasby; Graham Millard, Lawn-
mower Services; James Cuthbert,
Boston, Craig Knight, Gedney
Hill and Mathew Francis, Oun-
dle. Retirement Members, Fred
Cobb and George Knowles.

Dates for your diary:

April 9, Thorney Lakes GC,
PGM Cup; May 1, Holme Hall
GC, Rigby Taylor/Hayter Qualil-
fier; June 17, Rutland County
GC, Purdy’s Cup and July 24,
Boston GC, Lambs Cup.

People on the move. Phil Bel-
ton, Ramsey GC to St Neots GC
and Kevin Hodges, Northshore to
Cambridge Lakes.

If you have any news, ideas etc
please telephone 01733 260297.
Graeme Macdonald

Midland

I would like to start by informing
you of two members making
moves to new golf clubs, the first
being Michael Green who has left
his position at Evesham GC. Con-
gratulations! The second being
myself, I have now moved to be
Course Manager at Ross-on-Wye
GC from my position at Enviue,
so the future for both of us is a
busy one.

By the time you read this
report all of you who intend
playing in the Spring competition
should have sent your applica-
tions along with those intending
playing in the singles or doubles
knock out.

There has been a steady return
of people who are interested in
the trips to championship
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courses, I will contact those peo-
ple involved.

Toro, along with Alexanders,
are holding an Open Day and
demonstration at Perton GC on
June 11. This will start at 9am
and there are also a limited num-
ber of places to play golf so the
first to apply will take priority.
This should be a good chance to
see all the new Toro range.

I would like to welcome our
new members to the section —
Simon Ingham, Trevor Asken and
Adrian Howells.

Jonathan Wood

East Midlands

By now all members should have
received their entry forms for this
years Spring Tournament which
will be held at Cosby GC, on
Thursday May 1. Anyone who
has not received a form can con-
tact me on 0116 289 0301 and I
will gladly forward a copy. Please
remember that to enable you to
play in this competition (which is
also the qualifier for the Hayter
Regional Final) you must have
paid your yearly membership and
your form must be returned to
me before the closing date.

This month we welcome the
following new members to our
Section — Paul Norton, Longcliffe
GC; Richard Saunt, Birstall GC;
Lee Baines, Lingdale GC; Ross
Wallace, Kettering GC; and Paul
Roe, Tony Penty, Steven Wheel-
don and Andrew Baker, all of
Kedleston GC.

Brooksby College have
arranged two lecture evenings
and all members are welcome to
attend these lectures. They
include a talk from David Bibble
on “Dealing with Stress” on
Thursday April 17 and on Thurs-
day April 24 the weather is the
subject of Dave Mutton’s talk.
Both talks begin at 7.00 pm. For
further details contact Paul
Greene at the College.

The Betterball Stableford com-
petition on March 5 at Lingdale
GC was very poorly supported by
members with only six teams tak-

Around the Green

ing part. Hopefully the next Tour-
nament will attract a better
turnout. Results will appear in
next month’s article.

Finally if any member has any-
thing they would like to see in
this report please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Antony Bindley

Berks, Bucks and Oxon

Once again a new season beck-
ons, I wonder what's in store for
us all this year? As we enter
Spring my thoughts go back to
before I entered this profession
when my only interest was to
play golf. I used to look forward
to the US Masters on the telly,
the sight of that manicured play-
ing surface was something to
behold. Not anymore! This one
tournament causes so much grief
for many of us as we approach
the start of another season. The
sight of those lush fairways and
fast true greens causes comments
in many clubhouses to the effect
of “How come our course is not
to that standard?” Do we really
have to explain?

Despite my comments [ will
still be glued to the television on
the Sunday evening watching the
drama unfold once again.

I mentioned in last month’s
article that we were putting
together the Fixture Card. This
has actually gone to print with all
the dates and venues confirmed:
Spring — Castle Royle; Summer —
Badgemore; Autumn - Lam-
bourne; Turkey Trot — Richings
Park. As well as confirming the
venues we have lined up spon-
sorship for the first two events
and are in the process of tying up
the remaining two.

"~ We have appointed a Handicap
Secretary for the coming season

so be warned, please leave the
sombreros and guns at home!

As well as the golfing events
we have been approached by a
local company who wish to spon-
sor a family fun day in the sum-
mer. This will be a social event
with food and drink, probably a
barbeque on a Saturday or Sun-
day evening. Details of this event
will be posted soon, in the mean-
time if you have any ideas about
events you would like us to hold
then contact myself or Ray Clark.

I have recently attended a
Regional Board meeting at
Northampton. If anybody wishes
to glance over the minutes of this
meeting then please contact me
by telephone.

I look forward to seeing many
new faces this coming season at
the various events.

Lindsay Anderson

Mid-Anglia

Our first golf tournament of the
year takes place on April 17 at
Wellingborough GC. All entries
should have been sent in by now.
This will be a 36 hole event with
one round counting as the quali-
fier for the Regional Final of the
Hayter Tournament.

The Regional Final, should you
qualify, will be held on Thursday
June 26 at the Warwickshire GC.

There have been several new
appointments at golf club’s in the
Section recently. Good luck to
Phillip Belton, the new Course
Manager at St Neots GC, and
Neil Whittaker, who has moved
from Woburn to Arkley. Also,
Andrew Trainell takes over as
First Assistant at St Neots.

The Lodgeway fourball will
have been drawn by now and
you should all know which
league you are in. I know April
and May are particularly busy
times on our golf courses but
please do not leave your matches
to the last minute as this only
causes problems with arranging
times to play and can disrupt the
final league tables.

Paul Lockett

SOUTH EAST
REGION
Derek Farrington
Tel: 01903 260956
South East Region
The Gentlemen’s Dinner at Wal-
ton Heath is often beset with
weather problems,in the past it
has been known for players to
tee-off in snow.This year how-
ever the weather was very kind
to us, being very pleasant even
if turning a little chilly towards
the end of the day.

It is comforting to know that

a Golf Club with the stature of

Walton Heath can make Green-
keepers and their guests so wel-
come,with Administrative, Bar
and Catering Staff doing all that
they possibly could to make the
day a success.

The course, as usual was in
prime condition for which Clive
Osgood and his team should be
justifiably ~ proud.The New
Course however is not easy and
this tough test of golf was
reflected in the scores,with even
scratch players struggling to

acheive respectable scores. Of

the 76 starters 13 managed to
play to their handicaps or bet-
ter.Nigel Stapley, Darenth Valley,
and Graham Winckless, Secre-
tary, Abridge Golf Club, each
managed 40 points,a fine effort
from both of them. The Trade,
as ever, gave the event wonder-
ful support both by taking part
and contributing to the prize
fund and some fine prizes were
won by Members, Guests and
Trade alike. Prize Winners were:
0-9 Handicap: Winner (and The
Shulockie Putter) 1. Ian Semple,
0Old Fold Manor; 2. Mike Smith;
10-17 Handicap: 1. John Hill
Birch Grove; 2. George Booker;
18-24 Handicap: 1. Nigel Stap-
ley, Darenth Valley; 2. David
Howells, Coombe Wood. Guests
and Associates: 1. Graham
Winckless, Abridge; 2. Mark
Day, CMP Equip. Nearest the
Pin. 2nd Bill Machin, Home
Park; 6th, Huw Morgan, Wilder-
ness, 10th John Vivers, Bentley.

THE UNIQUE VERTI-DRAIN: ‘
Redexim

Unique patent adjustable
parallelogram forced heave

Simple tine design

Leaves playing surface in
superb condition

¢

THE CHOICE OF CHAMPIONSHIP C(
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Longest Drive 1. Dave Syrett,
The Drift; 2. Mike Smith.

After an excellent meal
enjoyed by all, the Membership
were welcomed in a humerous
speech by Michael Simmonds
Captain of Walton Heath GC
and then Joe Goodman, a “ban-
dit” off 18 but a Comedian “Par
excellence” entertained all pre-
sent with his hilarious 45
minute act. The event although
a great success was undersub-
scribed this year.

If you would like to attend
next year, contact your Section
Secretary to make sure that you
get a chance to apply for tickets.
Derek Farrington

Essex

First of all we would like to
thank those who returned the
questionnaire. It is vital in these
early days to have your views
on how you would like to see
the Essex Section run.

We would also like to thank
Kings Horticulture for sponsor-
ing the questionnaire and espe-
cially Graham Paul for all his
hard work he has put into the
project.

Following our first golf day on
April 22 at Chigwell GC, the
next meeting will be held at
Writtle College, Chelmsford. The
date is Wednesday May 14 (note
the change of our usual Tuesday
night) starting at 7.30pm in the
Main Building Room L60. The
two lectures “The Life Circle of
the Grass Plant” by Roger Levitt
and Jeff Taylor of Johnsons Seed
and “Fungicides Functions — All
You Need to Know” by Andy
Crawley.

See you all at the golf, lec-
tures or both!

Dave Wells

SOUTH WEST
AND SOUTH
WALES REGION
Gordon Child

Tel: 01803 844056
South Coast

On Wednesday February 5 the

Section held its quiz night at
Bramshaw GC. Unfortunately I
was not able to make it but our
Chairman informed me after-
wards that it was quite success-
ful with seven teams of four
competing. It would be nice to
see a few more attending next
time with perhaps a few more
ladies, and don’t worry, the
questions were on general
knowledge, not greenkeeping!
Congratulations to the winning
team who were from High Post.

Our Regional/Section Semi-
nar was held at Sparsholt Col-
lege on Tuesday February 18
and was very well attended
with around 100 delegates. The
Education Committee once
again has done us proud and
arranged some very good speak-
ers for us. Our first speaker was
Duncan McGilvray who spoke
on “Greenkeeping — A Develop-
ing Industry”. Duncan discussed
the titles Head Greenkeeper or
Course Manager and illustrated
this with some very good slides.
The question of “working head
greenkeeper” also came up, I'll
leave you to think about that
one! He then went on to talk
about education and NVQs as
Duncan is solely committed to
educating greenkeepers.

Next we listened to an inter-
esting presentation by Scott
MacCallum, our Editor. He
spoke about his past appoint-
ments in the golfing world
which was very amusing and
then talked about the magazine
and what he had in mind for
the future.

We then came to the first of
our student presentations. Mike
Cartwright from Salisbury and
South Wilts GC gave us a talk
on the environmental pro-
gramme at his golf course. As
soon as he had cracked his first
joke there was no stopping him!

Our second student was Steve
Privett from Hampworth GC.
His talk was about the
autumn/winter programme at
his golf course and he also gave

his own views on the future of
the industry.

Both students prepared them-
selves well and should be con-
gratulated on their
presentations.

After lunch John Le-Mar from
Bio Lube spoke on “The Green
Alternative”. John’s firm spe-
cialises in bio-degradeable oils.
These are to replace mineral
oils that can do so much dam-
age to a green when a hydraulic
pipe bursts. He gave us a good
insight into all his products and
showed us how effective the
cleaning agents were along with
how water and oil separate.

Our final speaker was Joe
Paulin who spoke about his
club, The London GC. Joe has
been there from the beginning
and has two 18 hole courses. All
the greens are a bent mix,
hence at the peak of the sum-
mer there is a staff of 35. Joe
illustrated his talk with some
excellent slides. When he tells
us that on one of the courses
there are 179 bunkers you can
see why he has such a large
staff. The whole complex is a
real eye opener. Joe is very keen
for the Section to visit The Lon-
don GC and if there is a large
enough interest we will book a
coach.

Please let your committee
member know if you are inter-
ested and we will make the nec-
essary arrangements.

At the end of the day our
Chairman thanked the speakers
for giving up their time and pro-
viding us with some very good
papers. He also thanked
Sparsholt College for allowing
us the use of their facilities. Our
thanks also go to the sponsors
of the day: Huxleys Grass
Machinery, Driving Force
Leisure, Gem Professional, ISS
Aquaturf Systems Ltd and Win-
chester Garden Machinery for
their support. On a personal
note I would like to thank all of
you who attended. Without you
the Seminar would not have

been the success that it was.

A final reminder for Westurf
97 to be held at Long Ashton
GC on April 30. As I said in the
March Report this will be Gor-
don and Marion Child’s last
Westurf so lets make a big effort
and give them all the support
we can. We are looking for a
record attendance this year
There are new stands, a new
layout, plenty of demonstra-
tions and an improved PA sys-
tem! Anyone who has any spare
seats please let me know, like-
wise anyone who requires a lift
please contact me on 01329
282362.

Ken Lodge

Devon and Cornwall
April has arrived and at last
those dark winter nights are
starting to fade in our minds as
our thoughts turn to presenting
our courses in the best possible
condition during the season
ahead. What better way to help
you achieve your goal than to
visit Westurf on April 30 at
Long Ashton GC, Bristol where
you will be able to see all the
latest products and technology
at your local turf care show. On
arrival just pick up and com-
plete Westurf’s short question-
naire and you could walk away
with a travel voucher for £200.
This will be Gordon and Mar-
ion’s last show in charge so
what better way to thank them
for all their efforts over the
years, then to all of you who
attend the show to make the
day unforgettable.

REMEMBER - APRIL 30 -
LONG ASHTON GC, BRISTOL.

The Section’s February meet-
ing was held at Perranporth GC
on Wednesday 26 on a cool and
very windy day. Our golfing
members played over the excel-
lently presented links course for
the Avoncrop Trophy. The play-
ing conditions got a lot tougher
when the hail showers arrived
early on in the day. As usual our
non-golfing members had a

ITS EFFECT IS SHATTERING
Cﬁart—erﬁouse Deep aeration on an intensively used golf course is vital if the grasses

which we require are to survive.

We purchased our first Verti-Drain back in 1983 and very
quickly bought a second. Both these machines have
been working on a continuous basis providing

excellent results and utilising only a L%\; ol
minimum of spare parts. Oo“fzc‘“’\\ N
Comment From Walter Woods ?“‘ir\ &\\0 =
St. Andrews Links Golf Course supervisor :
Q\ AD
)URSES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD_~ < =
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Advanced Greenor* and 3
Bastion T* are at your Q

command to knock out
Daisies, Slender Speedwell
and most other common
broadleaved weeds for good.
You don'’t just knock ‘em
back - you knock ‘em out!

Extensively trialled with
proven performance,
Greenor and Bastion T are
just two of the brilliantly
conceived advanced
technology products from
Rigby Taylor.

Greenor and Bastion T -
their power is yours to
command.

*TM of DowElanco

Read the label before you buy.

Use Pesticides Safely.

Bastion T* contains Fluroxypyr and
Mecoprop-P. MAFF No. 06011

Greenor* contains Fluroxypyr Clopyralid
MCPA MAFF No. 07848

Rioby;
Ta

]
A GROWING FORCE IN LEISURE

/‘
5;:;5\; 0800424919

""’ Rigby Taylor Ltd, Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancs BL1 4AE Tel: 01204 394888 Fax: 01204 398379



guided tour of the course and
the clubs new greenkeeping
complex by the host Head
Greenkeeper and Section Chair-
man Bill Mitchell.

After a superb lunch our Pres-
ident John Palfrey presented the
Avoncrop Trophy and prizes on
behalf of Avoncrop Amenity: 1.
Gordon Tamblyn (Mullion GC),
level; 2. Michael Child (Saunton
GC), -4; 3. Gary Hargrave (Sid-
mouth GC), -5. Congratulations
to all the prize winners espe-
cially Gordon who returned a
superb level round in such diffi-
cult conditions.

It felt just like one of those
Monday mornings regarding our
afternoon speaker as our origi-
nal speaker was taken ill just 24
hours before the meeting so we
decided to use the new BIGGA
ecology video as back up but to
our horror the video machine
didn’'t work either. So we
approached Gordon Child to see
if he could speak on NVQs. Gor-
don agreed and with some five
minutes to prepare gave an out-
standing talk. The Section
would like to thank Gordon for
standing in at the last minute
and John Palfrey of Avoncrop
for sponsoring the prizes. We
would also like to thank Perran-
porth GC for allowing us the use
of their facilities and all the staff

Around the Green

at Perranporth for making our
day run so smoothly. Also thanks
go to the Head Greenkeeper
Bill Mitchell and his Assis-
tants John and Fred who always
have their links in magnificent
condition.
Richard Whyman

South Wales

Well spring is truly upon us and
I'm sure that you'’re all busy hol-
low tining or verti draining and
the like. Let’s hope for a warm
wet season and no prolonged
dry spells.

Our latest Pencoed College
evening lecture failed to take
place due to the untimely with-
drawal of the lecturer to be! To
the rescue came our Education
Chairman and Timekeeper, Mal-
colm Davies with his Assistant
and Quizmaster, Peter Gillard. A
quiz to beat all quizzes was
based on general knowledge,
greenkeeping, football and triv-
ial pursuit. Six teams of three
competed for the honours (a
bottle of Scotch!) and the win-

ners were my team, the Arsenal!
Well done to the lads from
Aberdare GC and commisera-
tions to the other teams, the
Spuds, the Vikings, the Crays,
the Thugs and the Poas. An
excellent evening with a differ-
ence, thoroughly amusing and
enjoyable.

A sincere thanks to both Mal-
colm and Peter for hastily
arranging the evening and
doing such a grand job.

Peter Lacey

South West

February saw about 30 green-
keepers turn out for the Lawson
Trophy at Clevedon GC. This
was quite encouraging consider-
ing the forecast which was
nothing short of horrific.

However Mr Fish and Mr Ket-
ley etc were a bit wide of the
mark and we got away with
some light winds and a bit of
scotch mist just to keep us on
our toes.

Clevedon is in the throes of
some major rebuilding work at
the moment and so we were on
a bit of a cross country race try-
ing to find the 18 holes in the
correct order but the new
greens, particularly those that
had recently been built by the
greenstaff themselves were in
quite exceptional condition.

Almost perfect fescue domi-
nated swards are difficult to
find during the best of times but
in the middle of February, well I
can only conclude that Barry
Reeves and his crew must have
a magic wand or something.
Anyhow, enough of my petty
envy, thanks are due for all their
hard work and obvious exper-
tise.

Having got back to the club-
house safely we were then given
an excellent late lunch followed
by the sharing of the spoils, all
of which were presented by
Lawsons. First place with 36
points was Michael Fawcett of
Malborough  with  Maurice
Pierce of Wells in second with
34 points on a countback from
our beloved Secretary Peter
Baynton. A sterling performance
considering the pressure he is
under. Thanks to Lawsons for
their sponsorship and to Cleve-
don Golf Club for allowing us
the pleasure of their course for
the day.

Remember the short courses.
We have recently held a First
Aid course and a PA1 and PA6
all of which appear to have
been successful. If there are any
others you would like to go on
please give me a ring on 01380
828380.

Marc Haring

Tel: 01952 641 949

CONTRACT SPRAYING
OU CAN RELY ON

Application aisq of
fungicides,
lﬂsectncndes
klllers,

and soil ¢

You want the best out of your sports turf and fairways.
So you can’t afford to take chances. Talk to us. We're the professionals.
We're fully certificated. We're fast. And we’re highly competitive.

So call us now for your selective weed control requirements.

Fax: 01952 247 369

ondltloners

AL S Amenity Land Services, Long Lane, Wellington, Telford TF6 6HA.
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BARCROWN

King of the Greens

We may be biased but we
believe that our Bar 2 mixture is
rightly regarded as the very best
for golf and bowls greens.

The major reason is that it
contains Barcrown,
the outstanding
slender creeping
red fescue
coupled with the
brown top bents
Heriot and Bardot.
Barcrown is tolerant to close
mowing, has good shoot density
and disease resistance - there's
nothing else like it.

As with all Barenbrug
mixtures, it contains varieties
consistently rated in the top
banding of the STRI Turfgrass
Seed booklets.

"'BARENBRUG

Great in Grass
Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021

........

By \tlive..
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THE
PROEESSIONALS

¥ o

GRASS SEED

* RAPID GERMINATION

* FREE NEXT DAY
DELIVERY

oldings Limited
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( Gheshire Sond & Top Dresing

Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones
and Sands:

@ Own a quarry containing the highest quality
Cheshire Silica Sand?
@® Produce all products to BS EN ISO 9002?
® Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand y
which they produce, to ensure the highest quality? X
© Test every batch of Top dressing and Root Zone to i
assure you the consistency which you require? I':]
£
® Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of L"A
Top Dressing per day, so that you will not be let !’é
down at the busiest times of the year? é.up'
@ Use top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are -

in the right place, at the right time and without a
mess?

If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these, we
would be delighted to.

T AT T AR T

Please call 01270 765996 for prompt service and delivery.
Arclid Quarry
Congleton Road

Sandbach
Cheshire
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T

o AT
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A
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DAISY
(Bellis perennis)

GONE WITH
THE WIND

AT A GOLF COURSE NEAR YOU.

WEEDFREE, Unit 12, Lindenhill Road, Bracknell,
Berkshire RG42 1UT Tel: 07000 481011 Fax: 07000 481022




Two integral cogs in
the workings of golf

by Bob Taylor, Ecologist STRI

hat an excellent show

BTME turned out to be. All
of the seminars I was involved
with were extremely well
attended, the practical workshops
were filled to capacity and the
show itself surely must have
encouraged record levels of
entrants. The STRI stand was cer-
tainly full to bursting most of the
time, with a considerable amount
of discussion being devoted to
ecological aspects of golf course
development and management.

It could, I suppose, be argued
that greenkeepers were being
polite realising my interest in dis-
cussing their course and what has
been achieved, but I did on sev-
eral occasions throughout the
early part of the week during din-
ner, etc. overhear people dis-
cussing ecological issues such as
how many trees have been
planted and how raising the cut-
ting height on areas of grassland
has improved the course. Com-
ments including, “Members didn’t
like it much at first” and “I was
nearly hung for chopping that
tree down” were also overheard.
Greenkeepers did appear, and I
am sure they are, genuinely inter-
ested. Indeed, I have always said
that to the greenstaff, managing
‘through the green’ is a hobby, an
interesting extension of their
workload and a break from some
of the more tedious operations

one could mention.

It was also interesting to note
how most of the seminars during
the week came round at some
point to the need for sensible
rough management.

Larry Gilhuly (USGA) showed
the results of a members’ ques-
tionnaire, and the environment
came high on the list of their
expectations of what constitutes a
good course.

Bunkers were a major talking
point. Why do we need so many?
Answer, we don’t — we could
achieve far more from a sensible
approach to using the grasslands,
eg. semi rough, grassy hollows,
the heather, water features,
ditches, ponds, etc., if club com-
mittees and members should be
brought around to this way of
thinking. Education therefore will
over the next few years be essen-
tial in this area and must be an
important step in the way for-
ward.

Talking of the way forward, I
discussed at length the impor-
tance of the environmental man-
agement plan as a baseline for
management. The plan will iden-
tify what can be found and how it
will change given different man-
agement regime. It will form a
baseline for monitoring, assessing
gains and interest. Indeed, it is
only by this approach that the
wider environmental bodies, the
general population (public), etc.

ake the stress out of transportation by letting Carryall
Ttake the strain. It's a course winner every time.

Whether carrying people, turf maintenance equipment or any
number of other things that
need shifting — this excep-
tionally quiet, lightweight, yet
hardworking machine lets you

perform around the golf
course, free of stress to you and your turf.

And, as one of the most dependable utility vehicles
available, with a durable aluminium/Armorflex body shell, it
won't leave you stranded in the rough.

Economic to run, it's
available with a wide choice
of options, such as our
Driving Range: Protective
Enclosure and Machinery
Loading Ramp. Whether
you're working the fairways, tees or greens, Carryall is ALL

you need to carry. For further information and a no-obligation
demonstration of the Carryall, telephone 01480 476971.

CARRYALL
s

DRIVE IT TO WORK

LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH
TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167

AD
REF
61

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1997

43



will appreciate that golf is not a
selfish use of the land, nor is it a
pesticide dump and reservoir of
toxic waste, as reported in certain
press.

So, where do we start?

THE FIRST STEP

Setting up a Management Plan
The first step will involve an ini-
tial assessment of the course to
classify the vegetation types. The
plan must use the data collected
to formulate an overall goal,
determine the most appropriate
targets and management tech-
niques. directing the manage-
ment in this way will help to
ensure that any money spent is
used to the best effect, to ensure
the most efficient use of the land
and the resources to improve the
course for play and for wildlife.
Any target must be realistic,
“ambitious” possibly and quanti-
tative in terms of habitat and
species quality and extent. A
major aim must be to recognise
the need to hall naturally occur-
ring deteriorating referred to by
ecologists as “succession” (eg.
scrub invasion) and to retain
habitat quality alongside the
management of the playing sur-
faces.

A thorough site investigation
will be a prerequisite towards the
production of a long term man-
agement plan. The management
strategy for the course must be
practical and sustainable as the
programme, more than likely, will
be carried out by the greenstaff
during appropriate periods using
hired or club labour and machin-
ery. If the management tasks
being proposed are not practical
or indeed affordable, then the
project is unlikely to be sustained
into the longer term.

The initial assessment of the
course should be undertaken by a
qualified ecologist with relevant
field experience in applied eco-
logical management and indeed
the workings of the golf course.
The Head Greenkeeper should be
present for at least part of the
assessment period so as to gain
knowledge and reasoning behind
the types of work being recom-
mended.

The inspection of the course
with all interested parties should
provide a full description of the
site and detail areas of impor-

tance while outlining and reiter-
ating the main focus of the study.

The study should: (a) describe
the site through collation of avail-
able physical and biological infor-
mation; (b) identify objectives
and purpose of course manage-
ment; (c) realise conflicts and
achieve the best means of resolv-
ing them; (d) detail management
strategies to achieve objectives;
(e) identify and detail scope for
monitoring (auditing).

The above objectives form part
of the N/SVQ Greenkeeper Train-
ing Certification (Level 3) under
the mandatory additional tasks
within the Supervisory Section.
These include: (a) Monitor and
survey (b) Collect and record
data (c) Analyse, evaluate, inter-
pret and report.

Monitoring thereafter is an
essential component of any man-
agement planning.

It will be necessary to detail
and demonstrate the degree and
effectiveness of the management
programme and the likely
timescales involved. It may be
that the work fits into a phased
timetable utilising periods within
the year that tie in with the
greenstaff’s annual works pro-
gramme. Equally, timing of the
works will be essential if wildlife
losses are to be avoided - it is of
no benefit to clear a pond during
the height of the breeding season,
far better to implement the work
when this is over but before the
onset of the colder winter period.
Phasing the work, ie splitting the
water feature arbitrarily into por-
tions, and carrying this out
through just one portion each
year will allow wildlife the
chance to move safely as the
work progresses. Undertaking the
work in this way will ensure that

‘Timing of the works will
be essential if wildlife
losses are to be avoided —
it is of no benefit fo dlear a
pond during the height of
the breeding season’
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habitat and species continuity
and sustainability are maintained
and encouraged.

The concept of sustainable
development is an integral com-
ponent of ecological manage-
ment. There is little point in
encouraging wildlife by initiating
ecological/ course improvements
if the management regime neces-
sary to sustain it cannot be main-
tained year after year.

The management objectives, if
they are to survive long term,
must reflect club policies and
must be compatible with them. A
further aim of the assessment
should be to help club communi-
cation, ie between club officials
and members and outside, to
improve the course image within
the wider population. Drawings
and details of conservation work
posted within the clubhouse and
around the course on notice
boards together with periodic
informative evening discussions
will all help to raise members’
awareness of conservation man-
agement and may help to protect
one or two areas from excessive
trampling damage (heather-dom-
inated carries, for example, are
particularly sensitive).

The above will give an evalua-
tion of the golf course which can
then be monitored, enabling sub-
sequent changes to be made to
“fine tune” the management pro-
gramme as and when required. It
will help give priority to some
tasks over others but, most
importantly, will offer in a practi-
cal way a long term management
strategy for the course that is
readily achievable and affordable,
both in terms of the green-
keeper’s time and the financial
budgets of the club.

A management plan can all too
easily become heavy with detail
and format, and it is essential, if
the end user (the greenstaff) is
not to be put off or lack confi
dence in deciphering it, that the
plan compartmentalises the detail
away from the important man-
agement prescriptions.

In management programmes
we have to think long term and
to define what will be required
over perhaps five to ten years. We
also have to quantify what is
likely to be needed in terms of
the four M’s: Men, Materials,
Machinery and Money.



! MIRXCLE

Intrepid

A selechive past-emergence
herbicide for control of
broad-legved weeds
inturf

of your turf weeds

‘Intrepid’ is a new cost-effective selective weedkiller that can
be applied throughout the growing season. It's powerful
three-way mixture will control many broad-leaved weeds in
turf. And unlike some turf herbicides, repeat applications are
possible should new weeds germinate or deep-rooted weeds
regrow during the season.

Good buy, SPIC

‘Intrepid’ contains dicamba, dichlorprop and MCPA. ‘Intrepid’ is a trade mark of Miracle Garden Care Ltd.

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.

empties.

Miracle will take care

of your used containers

Empty pesticide containers are no longer a problem. In
conjunction with a registered waste disposal contractor,
Miracle Professional offer a free service on the UK mainland
for all Miracle (ICl/Zeneca Professional Products) labelled
containers. Envirogreen Ltd will collect and dispose of your
empties in full compliance with legal requirements.

e |

MIRXCLE

PROFESSIONAL

Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane,
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. Tel: (0990) 301010
Part of Miracle Garden Care Ltd.
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Ransomes”

Fairway Mowers.

Today’s fairways demand a level of quality that was formally reserved for golf greens. To meet these higher
standards of presentation course managers have a superb choice in Ransomes “right weight” fairway mowers.

There’s the 5-unit Fairway 250 and 305 and now the 7-unit Fairway 405 which offers genuine extra productivity

with a big 4 metre cut. If you need even more power the Ransomes Commander 3500 high output 5-unit machine
offers the ultimate choice in fairway mowing. Ask for a no-obligation demonstration and see the difference
Ransomes can make to your fairways in quality of cut, manoeuvrability and productivity.

Call 0500 026208 for details. RANSOMES

RANSOMES is an Official Supplier to the PGA European Tour. RANSOMES

CUSHMAN

Ransomes, Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England 1P3 9QG. Tel: 01473 270000. Fax: 01473 276300. n I AN
© Ransomes 1996. All rights reserved. For The Best Results




The objectives of management therefore
must be clearly defined at the outset.
Thoughtful planning and consideration must
be given to the requirements of individual
species present within a given habitat type
and to the requirements of animal or plant
communities whose interactions are funda-
mental to the successful workings of the habi-
tat. A major objective must therefore be to
maintain or improve conditions within the
vegetation types for communities, forestalling
further losses or possibly extinctions. For
example, where there are populations of red
squirrel, it is important not to affect the bal-
ance of tree species which could render the
site more attractive to grey squirrels. The
native red squirrel is now such a rare animal
that if any golf course has a population, it
would be highly advisable to take whatever
steps are required to ensure that this attractive
and popular rodent is encouraged. This may
be encouraging a greater diversity of conifers
to maintain a more constant food source (red
squirrels eat conifer seeds) while retaining low
numbers of deciduous trees. This indeed may
be the converse of what may be generally
thought the most appropriate form of manage-
ment!

Each habitat found on the course would be
represented in the management plan. It will

be necessary to highlight the importance of
tree removal alongside tree replacement, or
infrequent grassland management within
areas of deep rough. Management within and
around water features may involve infrequent
desilting, vegetation clearance and mainte-
nance of water quality. On heathland sites,
heather management will be of major impor-
tance, together with the removal of scrub and
naturally regenerating tree species.

Monitor and review

Monitoring is an essential component of man-
agement planning. The management plan
should encompass periodic ecological audits
of the course to assess the degree of confor-
mity and the extent to which the desired
objectives set up for the individual areas are
being achieved. The period for repeated audit-

ing will vary to some extent according to the
sensitivity of the site. Although an initial
review should ideally be undertaken within
the first three years, varying thereafter,
repeated monitoring will be of considerable
importance in areas supporting potentially
invasive plant species, such as bracken, birch,
rhododendron, Japanese knotweed or
Himalayan balsam.

Site, species or habitat monitoring should
be followed with a “review” of the manage-
ment plan. Following changes on site, it may
be necessary to update or modify the manage-
ment plan. One of the main benefits derived
from the monitoring and review process is the
possibility of being able to improve upon the
management techniques being used as knowl-
edge of the most appropriate methods contin-
ues to develop and improve.

Given the interest that is now apparent
through the golf industry towards ecological
and environmental issues, it may be worth
stating that BIGGA have been instrumental in
the production of a practical guide to ecologi-
cal management and accompanying video
showing management techniques in action.
Both are available from Aldwark Manor. STRI
Golf Ecology Services are available through
Bob Taylor, Ecologist with STRI who can be
contacted on 01274 565131.

D

Manufacturers of top quality Fine Plant
Food. Supplied to Scotland’s leading Golf
Courses & Sports grounds. Congratulations
to Souter of Stirling on their 30th Birthday.
Many Happy Returns.

ﬁ

We are pleased to supply Souter of Stirling
with our professional range of amenity
grass mixtures. Congratulations on 30 years
in business.

-

Congratulations to Souter of Stirling on
reaching their 30th anniversary in the
Sportsturf Industry. HMC are delighted to
be associated with them and wish them
continued success.

SOUTERS

SPORTSTUR
Est. 1967 — 1997

F

As a celebration of our 30th anniversary in the sportsturf industry, we wish to take
this opportunity to thank all our customers over the past 30 years. Your valued
custom and support has enabled Souter of Stirling to develop the level of service and
professionalism expected by our industry. Customer satisfaction has been the
backbone of Souter of Stirling’s development and we trust that this customer

satisfaction will enable Souter of Stirling to continue supporting our customers over
the next 30 years.

Souter of Stirling (Sportsturf) Ltd.
Tel: 01786 472141 Fax: 01786 465963

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1997 47

AD
REF
80



o be effective, pumps must

deliver an adequate flow and
pressure, and handle the desired
chemical without rapid corrosion
or wear.

Pumps generally fall into four
types: 1. Roller Vane. 2. Diaphragm
3. Centrifugal 4. Piston.

The two most common pumps
found in turf and landscape
sprayers are roller vane pumps
and diaphragm pumps. However,
sprayers supplied with Piston and
Centrifugal pumps are available.
M Roller vane pumps produce
moderate flows and pressures.
The rollers are held in a slotted
rotor revolving in a concentric
care. As the rollers pass the pump
inlet, the cavities between and
under the rollers enlarge and
draw in liquid. When nearing the
outlet, the cavities contract — due
to the concentric housing — and
force the liquid out of the pump.

Roller vane pumps handle a vari-
ety of pesticides and have a low

Blagon

SPRAYLC

QAWATCH

A joint Blazon and BIGGA spraying inifiative

purchase and maintenance cost.
These pumps operate very effi-
ciently, but as pressure increases,
the volume (output) decreases.

For courses that use wettable
powders regularly, a roller vane
pump should not be selected as it
is unsuitable for use with abra-
sive/corrosive materials i.e. iron
and nitrates that rapidly cause
wear to the pump housing, the
slots in the rotor and the rollers.
Though replacing the rollers is
quite simple it may not restore
the pump to a satisfactory work-
ing condition.

M Diaphragm pumps have at least

one chamber sealed at one end by
a membrane or diaphragm. The
other end has an inlet and outlet
valve. The diaphragm connects to
a piston. As the piston moves,
suction draws the liquid through
the inlet valve by moving the
diaphragm, which enlarges the
chamber. The return of the piston
forces the diaphragm inwards
shrinking the chamber and pro-
pelling the liquid out.

Diaphragm pumps require little
maintenance because there is
minimal contact hetween the
spray material and moving parts.
Abrasive materials are less likely

yer pumps

to damage this type of pump,
however the diaphragm will
require periodic checks every two
— three years for leaks. Most
pumps have a diaphragm that is
resistant to commonly used
chemicals and provides a long
service compared to other types
of pump.

M Piston pumps propel liquid by a
piston moving in a cylinder and
operate in a similar way to
Diaphragm pumps but, due to the
materials coming into contact
with the cylinder bore, they are
more susceptible to wear and
damage. The intake stroke draws
the liquid in through one valve
and the output stroke forces the
liquid out through another. Piston
pumps require either an internal
or external air chamber (surfae
tanks to dampen pulsation in the
liquid flow associated with each
pump stroke. Without the gurge
tank, the sprayer will “pulse”
rather than spray a steady stream.

yFouR ' il

Tees, greens, fairways and
roughs now you can “whole in
one” with Barenbrug mixtures
especially formulated for
specific purposes.

O Greens - Bar 2 mixture
@ Fairways - Bar 3 mixture
@ Roughs - Bar 4 mixture

Q Tees - Bar 5 mixture

Containing varieties like

A WHOLE
RANGE
IN ONE

CHOOSE THE

PRO RANGE OF
AMENITY GRASS SEED,
WILD FLORA

AND FERTILISERS.

Bargreen, Barcrown, Bardot and
Heriot, Barenbrug mixtures will
give superb colour, hard wear, low
maintenance and rapid growth.

As with all Barenbrug mixtures,
they contain varieties consistently .
rated in the top banding of the
STRI Turfgrass Seed booklets.

BARENBRUG

Great in Grass
Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021

¢ TOP RATED CULTIVARS
« RAPID MINATION

FREE DAY DELIVERY

Perryfields Holdings Limited
* THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE CD

Tel 01386 793135
Fax 01386 792715

AD
REF
172

‘“\mllll‘
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To celebrate 21 years in the industry E

Bailey’s of N orfolk

announce the introduction of the
“Greenkeeper’s Charter”

The “Charter” is a commitment to supply Turfdressings, Root Zones, Divot and
Tee Dressings that are of the highest quality. Our own “in-house” Soil Analysisi_
Laboratory, allows us to ensure that: M”}“
% Every load you receive is accompanied by an up-to-date laboratory analysiso e
< The pH value is clearly stated =
+ The dressings particle size fall within the parameters recommended by the USGA
% The quality and consistency of dressings supplied is continually monitored
+» The raw materials used are continually analysed for suitability
+ Provision of a FREE on-site sampling and analysis of your greens
«» We can provide a FREE analysis of your current dressings O é
< You receive technical and informational back-up Ao g
«» 21 years of experience in the top soil business, is used to support Greenkeepers.

Bailey’s of Norfolk

Turf Dressings that meet the highest specification .~ -
and a commitment to support Greenkeepers.

Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich, Norfolk NR!.O SNI.

Tel: 01603-754607 e vl

REF
339
. 74 . ¢ Vi
Experience Rgg/ savings and make your course a {{y/’ above the rest
@ Arkley Golf Club @ Eaton Golf Club @ Militown Golf Club (Dublin) ® Royal Liverpool Golf Club ® Wellingborough Golf Club
@ Ashbourne Golf Club @ Fortrose & Rosemarkle Golf Club ® Mold Golf Club ® Royal West Norfolk Golf Club ® West Herts Golf Club
@ Ashbury Golf Club @ Gleneagles Hotel ® Mount Murray Golf Club (IOM) @ Royston Golf Club ® West Sussex Golf Club
® Beadlow Manor Golf & Country Club @ Goring & Streetley Golf Club @ Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club @ The Roxburghe Golf Club @ Whitecralgs Golf Club
® The Berkshire Golf Club ® Green Hotel (Kinross) Golf Club @ Naim Golf Club @ Rye Golf Club ® Wolstanton Golf Club
® Braintree Golf Club @ Harpenden Golf Club ® Newbury & Crookham Golf Club @ St Andrews Links Trust ® Worplesden Golf Ciub
@ Bramiey Golf Club @ Harrow School Golf Club ® Newcastle-under-Lyme Golf Club ® Sherborne Golf Club @ The Wynyard Club
@ Brookmans Park Golf Club @ Hellidon Lakes Golf & Country Club ® Newcastle United Golf Club ® Sialey Hall Golf & Country Club NEW CUSTOMERS:
@ Caldy Golf Club ® Hirsel Golf Club ® North Foreland Golf Club ® South Moor Golf Club @ The Buckinghamshire Golf Club
® Carnoustie Golf Links @ Inverurie Golf Club ©® Omonde Fields Golf Club ® Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club ® Carnalea Golf Club
@ Carvoeiro Golfe SA (Algarve) ® Leasowe Golf Club @ Piltdown Golf Club @ Tehidy Park Golf Club @ Golf Club Hubbelrath (Germany)
@ Cavendish Golf Club ® Leek Golf Club @ Pineridge Golf Club ® Telford Golf Club @ Golf Club Sylt (Germany)
@ Cawdor Golf Club @ Lingfield Park Golf Club @ Ponteland Golf Club ® Temple Golf Club : :"’“V'?’P“"" c"é” Dl
@ Charleslands Leisure (Co. Wicklow) @ Longhirst Hall Golf Club @ Preston Golf Club @ Torquay Golf Club - M‘;.'"“" ~ Nm:;oﬁ i :
® Clitheroe Golf Club ® Lymm Golf Club ® Ramside Hall Golf Club ® Tsada Golf Club (Cyprus) . Mo"’;}'.‘m pbriinein
@ Collingtree Park Golf Club @ Malone Golf Club ® Reykjavik Golf Club (lceland) ® Turnberry Hotel @ Oake Manor Golf Club
©® Cottesmore Golf & Country Club innings Heath Golf Club ® Rowlands Castle Golf Club ® Tyneside Golf Club @ Royal County Down Golf Club
@ Crompton & Royton Golf Club assereene Golf Club ® Royal Ashdown Forest Golf Club ©® The Vale Golf & Country Club @ Sunningdale Golf Club
@ Delapre Golf Complex . Mere Golf & Country Club ® Royal Dornoch Golf Club ® Wanstead Golf Club ® Weymouth Golf Club
Jupiter. Juno 36",
i SATISFIED CUSTOMERS: i
“Every forward thinking Golf Club should have a Juno in their
Mower workshop, a truly excellent machine”. Mr. Mark Jones, Head feciocate
Cylinder and Greenkeeper, Preston Golf Club. every make
Bottom Blade “Hunter’s relief grinding is far superior to anything | have ever snedpe of
Grinding seen, each blade cuts true, the savings are substantial and the professioinal
5 cost is minimal”. Mr. Roger Shaw, Course Manager, Ramside Hall cllling ciinder
Machine. A Golf & Country Club, County Durham. 9y
truly and bedknife.
; “Our sole plates/bottom blades are now Iasting> between 2-3 times Cann-sity’
RECIsIon longer than when we were spin grinding”. Mr. Philip Baldock, Head
grinder, built Greenkeeper, The Royal Portrush Golf Club, Country Antrim. grind many
tolast half a “It is the best piece of machinery this course has ever invested it e
century. in, a fine machine that | would recommend to anyone”. Mr. John reels.
Bashford, Head Greenkeeper of the Green Hotel Golf Course, The
Used and Kinross Estate. Water cooled
i A lity hine that gi b finish t lind: e
“A quality machine that gives a superb finish to our cylinders,
Professionals. § and saves money”. Mr. Derek Green, Head Greenkeeper of Royal sndnea)
Liverpool Golf Club. simple and fast
CUT SERVICE COSTS! IMPROVE CUTTING STANDARDS! REDUCE WASTED DOWNTIME!
Both machines will grind both cylinder and bottom blade! Both have water coolant — NO HEAT, NO DUST!
Both will accurately “Relief’ angle grind! Both can “in-situ” grind! Both guaranteed to grind cylinders totally paralell!
ERIC HUNTER  [oonioem e
BURNOPFIELD, course with
/ NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE16 6EB all machines AD
¥ GIRRINDERS LTD & 01207 270316 Fax: (01270) 270312 rer
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B A completely new fuel storage
system has been launched into
the UK and European market
place. This patented system is
known as “Convault" — an above
ground storage tank (AST) which
can store petroleum based prod-
ucts and other hazardous sub-
stances in an inherently safe and
environmentally sound format.
An above ground fuel tank is pic-
tured above.

Although new to markets on
this side of the Atlantic, Convault
has been in service in the U.S.A.
and Canada for. approximately
10 years with over 17,000 tanks
sold to date.

Convault has been developed
to meet the highest environmen-
tal and fire safety concerns.
Within the UK, Breton Precast
Ltd. recognised the importance
and potential contribution of the
regulatory authorities. From this a
Risk Assessment Document was
compiled which addressed the
key safety and operational
issues. This document received
a positive response from the reg-
ulatory bodies involved.

The environmental benefits of
using an above ground system
includes full visual inspection of
the tank at all times which
means, should a leak occur, it is
detected at the earliest opportu-
nity, removing the possibility for
soil and ground water contami-
nation which is associated with
conventional underground stor-
age tanks and below ground
suction lines.

Convault's complete above
ground vaulted tank and fuelling
system is constructed using a
steel tank which is insulated and
wrapped in a poly membrane
liner, all of which is then encased
in a 150 mm reinforced concrete

e

shell. The complete unit provides
full primary and secondary con-
tainment, a certified 2 hour fire
wall, can withstand vehicle incur-
sions and it is also bullet resis-
tant!

Convault meets applicable
safety requirements for sec-
ondary containment, leak moni-
toring, spill and over spill
protection, and is also certified
for phase 1 & 2 vapour recovery.

The initial size of the tanks
available range from 4,500 litres
(1,000 gal) to 18,000 litres (4,000
gal).

For further information tele-
phone 01232 351711.

W Huxleys' new Groundforce
104 is a rugged, easily main-
tained four wheel transport vehi-
cle, designed for off-road use on
golf courses, playing fields, cara-
van parks, schools and univer-
sity grounds, and a wide range
of amenity areas.

The Groundforce has an auto-
matic clutch and is simple to
drive. All you do is select forward
or reverse, release the hand-
brake, depress the throttle and
you're moving. The powerful 16
hp Kohler overhead camshaft
engine is smooth and exception-
ally quiet (74 dbA at full operat-
ing speed), with easy access for
routine service checks.

For strength and durability, the
Groundforce is designed with
sturdy upper and lower tubular
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steel frame construction, with
automotive type transaxle for
long service life. Automotive
hydraulic rear disc brakes pro-
vide sure stopping power, even
when carrying the full 1500 Ibs
(680 kg) total payload capacity.
There's also an optional
hydraulic lift, to make light work
of tumping heavy loads from the
16 cu ft (0.45 cu metre) tilt box.

Prices from £5,595 plus VAT,

For a free demonstration or fur-
ther details telephone 01962
733222,

B Spaldings latest addition into

their 12,000 strong product
ran~e is a professional quality 18
litre knapsack sprayer.

The sprayer, say Spaldings, is
designed for long periods of use
in arduous conditions. It com-
bines an ergonomical tank
design with balanced weight dis-
tribution for accurate and effi-
cient application of today's
pesticides.

It features a heavy duty
1000cc piston pump for a long
trouble free life and an easy
move handle allowing for left to
right handed operation and is
designed to suit all users.

The telescopic lance, say
Spaldings, is supplied as stan-
dard with an adjustable nozzle to
suite all application flow rates.

The machine costs £59.98.

For further information tele-
phone 01522 500600.

B Rolawn, Europe's largest turf
grower has introduced the ‘Turf
Inspector’.

The character will be used to
convey the company’s message
about the independent testing of

its turf by the Sports Turf
Research Institute.

“We want to make some seri-
ous points about turf quality and
we feel that the turf inspector
helps us to do this,” stated Terry
Ryan, Rolawn’s Sales & Market-
ing Director.

Turf Testing Doctor Andy
Newell of the Sports Turf
Research Institute visited the
Rolawn Turf Company's fields
recently to conduct tests on the
botanical composition  of
Rolawn’s well known Medallion
turf.

The tests which took place late
last year on two fields amounting
to 88 acres, revealed an annual
meadow grass content of half of
one percent and identified
exactly the cultivated grass
species present in the finished
turf.

The tests were carried out to
the STRI's own operating proce-
dures and not to a procedure set
out by the Company.

Rolawn began its policy of
inviting independent testing by
the STRI in 1995. The first tests
were conducted to identify the
botanical composition of their
Advantage greens turf.

The company is happy to pro-
vide free copies of the STRI
reports upon application.

B Concern over the increasing
number of thefts of grounds
maintenance equipment has
prompted Buckinghamshire-
based Risboro’ Turf to become
the first manufacturer to fit
Datatags as standard on all
pedestrian self-propelled
machines produced by them
including, the new Little John
scarifier and Big Willy aerator.
Commenting on this security ini-
tiative, Director, Richard Taylor
said, “During the year, the British
Agricultural and Garden Machin-
ery Association set up a scheme
to fight garden machinery theft.
Through this we learnt about
Datatag, and realised it would be
an invaluable addition to our
products We are fitting them dur-
ing production at no extra cost to
our customers.”

Datatag is an electronic identi-
fication device that utilises micro-
transponder technology. Each
tag has its own |0 character
alpha-numeric code which can



be “read” by a scanner via radio
frequency. This code is fed into
Datatag’s mainframe computer
and registered together with
make, type and model of the
machine. The frame and engine
identification numbers are also
recorded. Once the machine is
sold, details of the owner are
added. In the event of it being
stolen, incident details including
crime reference, police station
and officer handling the case will
be fed into the computer. The
tags are small and have been
designed to withstand vibration,
glectrical and magnetic interfer-
ence as well as an acid attack.
They are unobtrusively secured
to the machine with two-part
epoxy adhesive. Visible Datatag
decals warn would-be thieves of
their presence. Datatag is
already the standard method of
identification and registration in
industries such as motorcycles
and watercraft. As a result, the
system is universally accepted
by Police and Customs who
receive, free of charge the
equipment to read the tags as
well as access to the Datatag
computer.

Risboro" Turf would like other
garden machinery manufactur-
ers to join their bid to beat crime.
‘The whole issue of theft is a
great problem, and we hope that
the rest of the industry will follow
our lead. We appreciate the
problems  that  particularly
smaller sports clubs and organi-
sations have in funding machin-
ery budgets, and want to do
everything we can to ensure their
investment is protected. Datatag
has a proven track record as a
reliable method of identification
and retrieval. It is time for the
industry to move into the 21st
century with a more responsible
attitude towards crime preven-
tion," said Richard Taylor.

B Many years ago activated
charcoal was widely used by
greenkeepers and groundsmen
to neutralise chemicals or effec-
tively clean through tanks or
spraying units. It was effective,
but as it was very difficult to use
and dirty to handle, it fell out of
favour.

Now technology has come to
the rescue and produced Clean
Carbon offering all the time

proven benefits of activated
charcoal but in a water dis-
persible pelleted form which is
clean, easy to handle and highly
effective.

Clean Carbon has some very
interesting applications in addi-
tion to its deactivation of organic
chemicals in emergency or
annual preventative mainte-
nance, such as use as a warm-
ing agent. An application of
Clean Carbon cah warm up the
soil surface via the sun's rays by
three degrees above ambient
temperature for times when
those few extra degrees are criti-
cal. Clean Carbon also deacti-
vates organic based
pre-emergence herbicides when
overseeding is undertaken.

Activated charcoal is capable
of binding many materials such
as organic pesticides, petroleum
products and hydraulic oils; as
such, it is a very handy product
to have around in case of those
all too frequent disaster situa-
tions.

For further information tele-
phone 01455 234677.

B Rufford Top-Dress Supplies
has just launched a series of
educational leaflets.

The first issue features top
dressing and further topics will
include rootzones,sands, soils
and turf reinforcement. You can
obtain a free copy from Rufford
Top-Dress Supplies Limited Fair-
way House, South Stage, Broad-
way Salford Quays, Manchester
M5 2UQ. Telephone 0161-877
8552,

B Replacing the MULE 500, is
the new Kawasaki KAF 300 C
Mule 550. The most obvious
change is a standardisation — the
550's big brother 2500 and 2510
4X4 both have seating for driver
and passenger — to a “two seat”
configuration rather than the sin-
gle front seat of the Mule 500.

The original range of Kawasaki
Mules was launched more than
five years ago as an extension of
the companies All Terrain Vehicle
expertise. All are designed on
the “low ground pressure” princi-
ple offering operators with a min-
imal ground damage
requirement machines with high
payloads and simple and thrifty
operation.

PUMPS
SPRINKLERS
CONTROLLERS

We service your
needs completely.

Ocmis Irrigation

Head Office
Midlands
Northern
Scotland

01460 241939
01789 414604
01924 453102 |
01312202102 |
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ARE YOUR WATER HAZARDS
REALLY HAZARDOUS?

* Prevent algae bloom * Remove surface scum
* Get rid of suspended solids and bottom sludge
* Eliminate odours

ALL THESE BY APPLYING ONLY ONE PRODUCT

By simply running the RTS mounted Sorrel roller over your greens prior to
each treatment you can open up the surface allowing those expensive
applications to reach the plant. Minimise your surface runoff and allow your
turf to breathe. The RTS Mounted Sorrel fits all category 1 linkage compact
tractors and most turf trucksters. The twin drum arrangement allows for
consistent work over undulating terrain and most 18 hole courses can be
covered in less than 2 hours.

s
==

M Twin drum for consistent results
B Multi purpose headstock fits most prime movers
M Ballast trays provided for hard conditions
M Secaled self aligning ball bearings for long life
B Hexagonal replacable tines
B Two years interest free finance available.
Want to know more? Ring us for details or to arrange a demonstration on
01844 274127 or contact us on our web page: http://www.risboroturf.co.uk/rts

A natural, biological process for

Aq uu = Uwe converting organic wastes into

water and harmless, odourless
gases. Completely safe for humans,
animals, birds, fish, aquatic life, plants and the environment.
Takes minutes to apply using water soluble sachets
directly into the body of water

S

e

Unit 1, Airport Executive Park,
President Way, Luton, Aq‘w_uwe

Y R L ’ ! RISBORO’ m TURF

Anchor Industries Europe Fax: 01582 401939
GROUNDCARE SERVICES & SUPPLIES TO THE PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1980

AT A e T T

Kawasaki Mules
are lightweight
taskmasters built to
tackle the toughest
utility duties.

Helping you do your
job with the greatest
speed, ease

and comfort.

To experience the
power behind the
work, call freephone
0800 500245.

Or call into
your nearest

Kawasaki dealer.

THE COVIPLETE UTILITY

TASK FORCE
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http://www.risboroturf.co.uk/rts

While the visual changes are
obvious Kawasaki has carried
out detailed work to further
enhance the small Mule’s perfor-
mance and ease of operation.

Price: £4050.

B BTME 97 was Wiedenmann
UK's most successful show with
enquiries and sales up consider-
ably on previous years.

Pictured with the most popular
product on the stand, the Terra-
Spike P160 are from left: Direc-
tor, David Rae; David Bate,
Regional Sales Manager, Eng-

NEW PRODUCTS

land and Wales and Michael
James from the Scottish sales
team.

Director David Rae said “The
Terra-Spike Speed Link which
we believe to be the most versa-
tile deep-spiker in the UK mar-
ketplace was making its first
appearance at Harrogate. We
recently introduced the new
speed linkage which enables
the machine to be operated at
much higher speeds, resulting
in an increase of over 80% in
productivity and this naturally
created a great deal of interest
at the show including a number
of sales.

“This is our seventh visit to
Harrogate and we have always
found it to be a very worthwhile
event for us. Going by this years
results, there is no doubt we will
be back.”

B There are now strict Euro-
pean Standards for personal

SEE HOW YOU CAN TRANSFORM YOUR GOLF COURSE!

SURE STEP is a patented sand filled synthetic carpet system which provides a
tough pathway surface, while maintaining a natural green sward appearance.

The Way To Combat Ground Erosion

To request your product information pack please contact:

protective equipment for users of
hand-held chainsaws to min-
imise risks.

Stihl of Germany, has devel-
oped and produced a new
design for boots for users of
chainsaws which have been
tested and approved.

The boots are to EN345 which
indicates that they have passed
stringent cutting tests at a chain
speed of 20 metres per second
achieving Class 1 status.

They are made of brown leather
in sizes 4 to 14, cost £99 per pair,
and are zero rated for VAT.

The boots are just one of
many items of Stihl personal
protective equipment and the
full 1997 range of Stihl power
tools available in the latest Stihl
catalogue.

Freephone 0800 137574 or
send a postcard to Department
S24 Stihl, FREEPOST, Camber-
ley, Surrey GU15 3BR.

B Improved traction, engine
cooling and ease of mainte-
nance are three important fea-
tures of the new Front Line 933
ride-on rotary mower being
launched by Ransomes for the
‘97 mowing season.

Based on the T-33D, which it
replaces, the Front Line 933 is a
rugged and powerful rotary
mower designed to appeal to
golf courses needing a 4-wheel
drive machine with a choice of
60in. (1.52m) rear discharge,
63in (1.6m) side discharge or
72in (1.8m) side or rear dis-
charge decks.

In common with its larger sta-
blemate the winged 1951, the
new Front Line 933 uses Ran-
somes’ patented cross-flow four
wheel drive and differential sys-
tem which ensures excellent
traction on slopes with minimal
turf damage when turning.
Other improvements to the
hydraulic system have pro-
duced an increase in transport
speed to 15mph when two-
wheel drive is selected. Also
included on the new Ransomes

fortiva

APPLIED SEED TECHNOLOGY

| The Bell Hole at Larne may only

be 105 yards long, but its sheer |
physical position, bounded by |
| the Irish Sea and with a carry |
across rocks from a high tee, |
make it intimidating.

But for head greenkeeper,
' Davie Craig it's not keeping the |
{ ball on the green that’s the prob-
| lem, it's maintaining its sward.
Sea-spray can completely burn- |
off the bents and fescues he tries |
to establish.

Last spring he’d almost
given up hope of ever having a
resilient grass cover. Now,
twelve months on, he claims
that the Fortiva treated seed
which he bought through JA
Humphrey Agriculture has
transformed the green into the
best it's been in 20 years.

“| was resigned to the ‘
STRI’s view that it would be |
better to move the green,” he
says. “However, we've now got \
a good sward with no sign of |
damping-off or fusarium.

“Having used seaweed
extract prior to overseeding,
I'm very impressed with the
result,” says Davie.

for further information and details of
your nearest distributor, contact

Front Line 933 are audible
alarms for high engine tempera-
ture and low engine oil pressure,
alerting the operator of any
problems.

Price is £19,220 fitted with a
72in rear discharge rotary cut-
ting deck.

Forae L imagrain— -
01954 ( 232020

ortlv B

APFLIED SEED TECHNOLOGY L3
507

DURA-SPORT
Also suppliers of: Synthetic Golf Mats, Golf Course Driving Platform,
Synthetic Golf Putting/Pitching Greens.
D, UNIT L BUSINE {TRE, CC
4XH. TELEPHONE
by VHAF Patent No.

WALL ROAD,
(0116 277 0433
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Hugh Tilley speaks to
greenkeepers about their
methods of aeration - and the
equipment used

One of the golf greenkeeper’s
greatest preoccupation in
growing grass is with aeration
and compaction. In simple terms
for optimum growth turf needs
air at its roots and open soil struc-
ture to allow diffusion of gasses.
Both toxic gas and soil pans
inhibit root growth thus it is
essential to eliminate compaction
and aerobic conditions. USGA
specification greens with drains
covered by a stone drainage car-
pet and a mix of course (sand)
particles in the growing medium
above are one way of keeping the
root zone open, but many old
established greens are not built
this way, nor do tees and fairways
have the same attention as
greens. As a result most courses
have some need for some
mechanical means of ensuring or
opening up the soil structure.

Surface compaction and other
impediments, such is an organic
matter layer can be alleviated or
nullified by slitters and corers,
and these will be covered in sub-
sequent features, however it is
essential to get the structure right
at greater depth and this may
mean machines such as the Verti-
drain — the word has become
generic as there are now other
machines which do a similar task.
There are also several alternatives
which have arrived on the scene
in the last decade, such as the

Terra-Vent and Terra-lift (don’t
confuse the two they are totally
different companies) and the
Robin Dagger Soil Ameliorator, all
of which rely on a blast of com-
pressed gas or air injected
through a spike inserted deep into
the soil, and this blast ‘heaves’ the
soil to fissure it. The Terra-lift
company use their own operators
and incorporate seaweed meal

into the fissures and inert material

into any holes left in the surface.
Some other machines have the
same capability.

More recently the ‘SubAir’ has
been introduced into UK, this
operates on USGA spec. (or simi-
lar) greens to suck or blow air
through the soil using an engine
driven fan. An essential prerequi-
site of this system is that the soil
is already reasonably ‘open’, and
has an under drainage system.
Originally introduced in USA the
system is being franchised for UK
by Industrial Power Units.

SubAir at Puckrup Hall GC

Trevor Williams, course manager
at Puckrup was one of the pio-
neers with the SubAir System in
UK, partly because his brother
works for IPU, which give him
inside and early information
about the system. Since that time
IPU have modified and refined
the ground fittings, improving the
efficiency of the system, but
Trevor is still happy with ‘his’ sys-
tem and plans to extend it so that
it can be used on more of his
greens — currently he uses it on
just three. The system is different

INVEST IN THE HYDROJECT AERATOR.



SubAir at Puckrup Hall GC

from mechanical aerators in that
it does not attempt to make fis-
sures, but simply to move the ‘air’
within an existing sub strata by
either building a partial vacuum
or a pressure in the (under)
drainage system built into the
green. The main advantage of the
system, according to Damien
Monaghan, the assistant who
mainly uses the machine, is that
it significantly increases playing
time, and it can be used to draw
water down and out of the green.

At Puckrup Hall the machine is
taken out twice a week and cou-
pled up to the drainage sump at
the edge of each green for about
fifteen minutes per hole. Con-
necting is quick and simple, just a
matter of plugging a spigot into
the drain, and the motor is
started. A large bore pipe with
quick release clips fits to either
fan input or output depending on
whether the system is needed to
suck or blow. At Puckrup they
alternate between sucking and
blowing. IPU have a sophisticated

gas analyser, but Puckrup do not
feel any need for this, neverthe-
less Mick Tinning of IPU has
analysed the root zone gas and
says that the machine is being
effective at replacing the undesir-
able — or stale air with fresh —
and getting the oxygen level up
to the desirable 20.9% level.
However on the basis that the
proof of the pudding is in the eat-
ing, root development on the
treated greens can be seen to be
as much as twice the length and
bulk as on untreated areas. Nor
does it just tend to grow down a
spike hole.

The machine at Puckrup Hall is
a trailed model which is light and
easy to hitch to a Cushman or
similar. It is powered directly by a
Briggs and Stratton Vanguard
petrol engine with self-starter,
and this has proved reliable and a
‘good starter” There is minimal
servicing and the unit does not
appear to be excessively noisy —
no complaints have come back
from golfers.

SO EFFICIENT, PLAY RESUMES AT ONCE.

The finest of turfs — that’s what this
greenkeeper achieves with Toro’s unique
water injection HydroJect aerator. Able to

tackle very wet or rock hard ground

conditions, it allows play to resume
immediately. On the golf green, bowling green,
cricket wicket or tennis court, HydroJect
complements conventional aeration
methods. And for large turf areas,
Toro’s Fairway and HC4000 heavy

duty aerators cover up to 1.5 acres per

hour with ease. They’re each examples
Deep penetration and water injection of how we've worked to provide you
with precision engineered tools for the perfect finish. Give us a call.
We'd like to walk your course with you and

discuss your needs. You can trust Toro expertise

TORO

Bringing perfection
to play.

and quality. For a down to earth investment
simply telephone 01480 476971 and we will

arrange for a local dealer to contact you.
AD
REF

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON,
CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167




Huxley Soil Reliever

The expectation is that use of
the SubAir will save any need to
deep tine aerate the greens, how-
ever the club does have a tine
aerator for use on other areas.

Trevor admitted that it was
early days in using the machine,
but he has sufficient faith in the
effect and approvement that he
expects to incorporate the sump
fitting into more greens so that
the SubAir can be used on them
too.

Terra-lift at Worlebury GC in
Somerset

Greenkeeper International spoke
to greens’ chairman Derek Mogg
about the Terra-lift system. In fact
the club has used the C&P Soil-
care company’s ‘deep drill’ rather
than the Terra-lift, this being as
the name implies a drill. It
expects to continue using this ser-
vice every other year. The Wor-
lebury course is situated on ‘a hill
of limestone rock’ and often this
rock is close under the surface on
the greens, thus it is essential to
get a machine which can cope

such conditions — the ‘Deep Drill’
does, drilling through the rock,
furthermore the machine is hired
complete with operator which
solves staffing. Another point
Derek made was that the drills do
not break up the surface nor
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leave large holes. The machine
has been used on all parts of the
course.

Huxley Soil Reliever at Tyiney
Park near Hook
Tylney Park is an eighteen hole

AR

private parkland course situated
on clay. It was opened in 1975
and had relatively small greens
and very limited tee space, some-
thing which it is planned to rec-
tify shortly with remodelling and
some extension of several holes -

modern greens.

Optimum root zone conditions are created all year round by SubAir’s unique
ability to make a green breathe and to control root zone moisture conditions.

o Strong, deep root growth, not thatch build up

e Black Layer becomes a thing of the past

¢ Temperature moderation to defrost and
prevent summer scorching

e Stimulation of natural microbiological nutrient production

The bottom line is healthier greens that spend more time being played on and less
time in maintenance. Simple but effective.

If raising the quality of your greens while keeping the members playing is high on
your score card, call Mick Tinning today on 01902 452138 and find out how SubAir
can reduce your courses handicap.
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SubAir. The perfect answer
or a perfect green.

SubAir is a revolutionary approach to aeration and drainage stimulation for

L TR

Industrial Power Units Ltd

Sutherland Avenue Wolverhampton
Telephone +44(0)1902 452138 Facsimile +44(0)1902 4541569

®
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making it a par 71. Peter Hender-
son took over as head green-
keeper two years ago and says
that he is already getting mem-
bers praising the improvement.
One of the most important
machines in this improvement
has been the Huxley Soil Reliever
which the club bought two sea-
son’s ago and has used exten-
sively ever since.

Peter said that getting the grass
roots down is particularly impor-
tant. In the past getting grass to
grow has been difficult, and there
has been little root growth mak-
ing it very easy to rip the turf up.
As a result the machine is used on
greens with no ‘heave’.

Both hollow and solid tines are
used, of 3/4in diameter, the for-
mer going down to about 150mm
deep — any deeper and tines snap,
while the solid tines which are
also used for approaches, are put
in to about twice this depth. Peter
said that they had tried thinner
tines but began getting breakage
or bending. It would be possible
to get the solid tines in deeper,
but the friction and vibration
becomes excessive and so pene-
tration is limited to about 300mm
(12 in.).

Tylney Park had several com-
peting machines out on demon-
stration before buying the Huxley
machine. Peter commented that
the Soil Reliever did the best job
and was the fastest thus this was
the one bought. An essential

Terra Spike at Celtic Manor

‘option’, at least for the Tylney
course in Peter’s view, was the
hydraulic top link as this allowed
easier and faster depth adjust-
ment which can be carried out
while the machine is working.

Regular coring of the greens is
“bringing up a lot of rubbish,”
Peter commented. A 70/30 top
dressing is used with incorpo-
rated seaweed meal to provide
nutrition. A top dressing of two
bags of gypsum per green has
also been used in an attempt to
improve the soil structure.

The Soil Reliever is wused
behind an Iseki 545, which has a
creep gearbox. These very slow
ratios allow the club to get very
intensive tining, and typically a
75mm square pattern is used.
Faster operation, while possible,
is seen as causing greater damage
to the surface.

The machine had not suffered
any undue breakdowns, and
although (accidental) operating

the power take off too fast has
inflicted some damage to tinwork
and the rear guard, this was no
criticism of the machine itself.
Routine greasing round and
maintenance is undertaken by the
greens staff while more major
service work is carried out by
Huxley’s — very well and very
promptly.

In summing up the Soil
Reliever, Peter said, “I can’t have
a bad word about it — it has been
a breath of life for these greens”.

Wiedenmann Terra Spike at
Celtic Manor - Newport

At Celtic Manor there are two
Terra Spikes, the newest being a
‘Speed Link’ model which was
introduced at the end of last year.
Although both are similar the
Speed Link has several modifica-
tions including a new higher
speed gearbox, modified tine car-
riers with a different ‘heave’
adjustment, and a new setting

bar. Setting is easier and more
accurate and Patrick ‘Cal’ Callaby;,
head mechanic, commented that
the new machine offered greater
versatility and greater choice in
setting it up. The new model also
has heavier and better guarding.
The original machine is two sea-
sons old and has undertaken a lot
of work being used on tees, fair-
ways and approaches over two
courses. Most of this is carried
out using 25mm solid tines, spik-
ing down to about 200mm and
normally with a medium degree
of ‘heave’ set, but some work has
been done on hollow tining
approaches.

Celtic Manor currently has 36
holes but within the next two
years will offer a third course. A
feature of the soil is that when
wet it can pack and pan like clay,
thus making intensive aeration
essential. A major underdrainage
scheme is to be undertaken
shortly.

Jim McKenzie, course manager,
stated that pressure on keeping
the courses open throughout the
year will be increased as the asso-
ciated hotel is currently being
enlarged considerably , and there
is also a major conference centre
to be built. He added that annual
rainfall in South Wales was very
high, averaging about 450 inches
per annum. The first Terra Spike
was bought after careful consid-
eration, and a belief that it was a
better machine than its competi-
tors.

Both Terra Spikes are used with
MF 362 tractors which have creep
gear ratios — although often the
work is carried out in a faster
ratio. The machines are supplied
and supported by Ted Hopkins
Agricultural Engineers, who is
local but well known and trusted
by Celtic Manor Hopkins have
extended their turf care work
considerably in recent years.

Some repair work has been
needed on the original machine.
Metal fatigue on the main frame
required some welding work, and
a strengthening gusset was added
— this modification has been
incorporated into the newer
machine. That Wiedenmann (UK)
were prepared to listened to the
user and act on greenkeepers’
suggestions was a strong plus
point.

Greasing round has been
extended from twice a day to
once a week, but the grease used
has been altered to the Lubrica-
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ﬂe free flow of air through the soil
is an essential requirement for the
development of healthy, dense turf.

Compaction of the soil restricts the

passage of air, together with moisture

Free air miles | e
from Hardi

a major cause
® of plant stress.

Fully adjustable tine

Coremaster 12 with ’,’f’;f,",,,ff,‘fj"f,,‘,’ g
its fully adjustable cbisation o

pattern and depth is
aeration system will possible.
break through compacted soil to a
depth of up to 4” (100 mm) introducing
some 8 miles of air passages to an area
of just 500 square metres.

Gentle on greens, yet fast on fairways,
Coremaster 12 offers a wide range of
tine sizes, patterns and coring depths 1o
accommodate varying turf situations
and operating conditions.

Mounted on the rear of a compact
tractor it’s high speed action will allow
18 greens to be treated in just one day

Air travel, made easy by Greencare.

’ ,’— é\n:‘ J
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Walk-behind machine options also available.

COR=/7/2S =7

We’ve got it covered

For more do .uls or the name of your nearest ,p

GREEN: istributor call nEF

01455 233811




tion Engineers high viscosity
grease. This has also minimised
the likelihood of getting grease
dropping onto the greens.

Charterhouse Verti Drain at
Kenilworth Golf Club in
Warwickshire

Kenilworth’s machine, pictured, is
now about five years old, it is a
1.45m wide Greens model which
is used behind an Iseki Compact
tractor of 36hp. Keith Weston,
course manager, said that they
have been using it almost contin-
uously since about September last

winter and it has been used on
greens, fairways and approaches,
several times over, but seldom on
tees as irrigation pipe was laid
too close to the surface and so is
liable to damage.

Operation with 3/4 in. solid
tines is usually down to about
11in. deep, and the fairways have
been treated two and three times
during the last winter. Keith has
used the machine with 1/2 in.
tines to give closer spacing, but
found some bending but, more
importantly, he found stones can
get jammed between the tines so

causing the ground to be ripped
up. The club has also used 3/4in
hollow tines on the greens, but
mainly as a dethatching tool —
thus at very little depth.

The ‘heave’ adjustment has
been used but in Keith’s experi-
ence soil conditions are far more
important than the actual setting
on the machine. He admitted he
found adjustment something of a
mystery. The other fact he has
noticed is that as the soil struc-
ture at Kenilworth has improved
so the effect or ability to ‘heave’
has diminished.

In common with other machines

of this type there are a consider-
able number of bearings to be
greased, but Kenilworth too have
changed to Lubrication Engineers
1233 grease which they find stays
in the bearings longer, they now
only grease round every other day.
Keith commented that the grease
was “really sticky — you don’t want
to get it on your clothes.” Again
this has solved the problem of get-
ting old grease pushed out of the
bearings and falling onto the turf.

In summing up Keith said that
he found the Verti Drain so much
better than any other option on
the course, he does no slit tining
on fairways, and he certainly
wouldn’t be without the machine.
Repairs during the whole time the
machine has been at Kenilworth
have been minimal, just two new
main bearings in the last year and
one or two shock absorbers to be
replaced but no major problems
nor any structural damage.

THE DEEP DII.L EVIC FOR SPORTS TURF

Why suffer turf problems associated with compacted soil?

Our Deep Drill machine will create a pattern of sixty %”

SubAir is the revolutionary
system of green aeration that
has a unique ability to make
amodern construction green
“breathe”.

A high volume airflow in
the drainage system draws

SubAir makes
greens breathe.

fresh air deep into the root

holes, up to 10” deep, on a 5” spacing, in one movement,
leaving an unmarred surface.

RESULTS IN @ Relief of compaction ® Improved aeration
and percolation of water to the root zone ® Deeper, wider
and more vigorous root development ® Holes offer a way of
introducing fresh media to the soil ® Healing time of three to
four days @ Dirills through dry patch.

BENEFITS WITHOUT SIDE EFFECTS FOR
GOLF FAIRWAYS, GOLF TEES, GOLF GREENS, RUGBY PITCHES,
BOWLING GREENS, HOCKEY PITCHES, CRICKET SQUARES,
CROQUET LAWNS, AND FOOTBALL PITCHES

Aol
“d¥soILCARE

C & P SOILCARE LIMITED, Unit 3, Bush Farm, Nedging,

zone and purges the gases
poisonous to grass roots. All without disruption to the playing surface.
Simple but effective.

If raising the quality of your greens while keeping the members playing is
high on your score card, call Mick Tinning today on 01902 452138 and find
out how SubAir can reduce your courses handicap.
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Industrial P er Units Ltd
Sutherland Avenue Wolverhampton WV2 :Hf fz eat Britain
Telephone +44(0)1902 452138 Facsimile +44(0)1902 4541569

Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7BL. Telephone/Fax: 01449 741012 AD RA:F
Mobile telephone: 0860 493521 REF i =0
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Over the last fifteen years,
greenkeepers and groundsmen have
come to rely on good old Super

Mosstox.

Always effective and reliable, Super

Mosstox just gets straight on with super Mosstox

. . 3 MOSSKILLER
the job of controlling moss - on fine
Contaiers 346 L (27.9% wiw) Schicmphen
KILLS MOSS B¢ TURF AND O% HARD SURFACES

turf or hard surface areas.
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And it’s just as good today as it's
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always been. So when moss makes
an unwelcome comeback, just
remember faithful old Fido.

It won’t let you down.

PP RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY

Rhone-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex (M5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119.

SUPER MOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339)

SUPERMOSSTOX IS A REGISTERED TRADE MARK OF RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD. © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD 1997.
!




General requirements for
golf clubs and greens staff

by Tony Rees MIOSH, Health
and Safety Consultant &
Senior Instructor with ATB
Landbase Training Services.

his month I will concentrate
on the employers duty to
others and the duty placed on
persons who design, manufac-
ture, import or supply any arti-
cle or substance for use at work.

Employers Duty to Others
Section 3. “An Employer or Self
Employed person must not
expose a Non Employee to a risk
to health and safety who may be
affected by the activities of the
employer’s business.”

Employers and the self
employed have a duty to con-
duct their Undertaking to ensure
that any non employee eg Visi-
tors, Contractors or Public are
not exposed to any risk to their
health and safety. They must
also, when prescribed by an reg-
ulation provide information to
non-employers about how the
undertaking may affect their
health and safety.

The above section requires
employers  and = any  self
employed individual to ensure
SO FAR AS IS REASONABLY
POSSIBLE the health and safety
of anyone not in their employ-
ment. In the context of golf
clubs this includes:- Members of
the Golf Club; Contractors work-
ing on the grounds or buildings;
Visitors to the club and Mem-
bers of the public.

We must take account of any
work that is being carried out
and identify if this work will
affect the health and safety of
any of the above. For example, if
machinery is in use which could
endanger others we must ensure
so far as is reasonably practicable
that we inform all persons, likely
to be involved, of the hazards
and the possible risks associated,
or, if we are using chemical
sprays or similar, that account is
taken of the non members of
staff and how they may be
affected by these substances. In
some instances signs and notices
should be prominently displayed
warning of the work that is being
undertaken or the areas of work
cordoned off. This is particularly
important if there are any foot-
paths and/or rights of way that
permit public access.

We should also remember that
this section of the act places a
duty on contractors or the self
employed not to expose us, our
staff, club members or any oth-
ers to any undue risks from their
work. This should be achieved
by ensuring that they carry out a
risk assessment on the work to
be undertaken before the work
commences and convey all this
information to us.

Section 4. Duty of persons in
control of premises and sites to
non employees.

Those persons in control of
premises and sites must provide
safe Access/Egress and ensure
that the premises and site are
safe for use and also that Plant
and Substances are safe for non
employees’ use.

Which will mean that we must
ensure that all equipment pro-
vided by us and
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employees is safe for
them to use for example a pow-
ered golf buggy. We should also
ensure so far as is reasonably
practical that all this equipment
is used safely. For example, if
someone overturned a  golf
buggy on sloping ground, the
buggy which we had permitted
them to use without ascertain-
ing their competence, we could

be deemed to be responsible.

This will also apply to build-
ing use, the clubhouse and
changing facilities must be so far
as is reasonably practicable be
safe for all users by ensuring
that the access and egress is
adequate, electrical systems and
equipment are safe and the
structure of the buildings them-
selves are safe for use.

It is important that when we
have contractors working on our
site we should ensure that they
use their own equipment for the
work they are undertaking. This
is an important factor as we can
ensure that the equipment they
use is safe but as they are not
directly under our employ we

can not ensure that they are
competent to use the equipment
and this is a major factor which
should be considered by all con-
tractors.

Duties of Designers, Manufac-
turers, Importers and Suppliers

Section 6. The duty of any
person who designs, manufac-
tures, imports or supplies any
article or substance used at
work shall be to:- ensure they
are safe and without risks when
used at work; carry out any tests
and examinations as may be
necessary; provide any informa-
tion about the safe use of the
product and anyone installing or
erecting the article you use at
work has the same duty to
ensure that on completion the
article is safe to use.

The above section of the act
requires persons who design,
manufacture, import or supply

equipment or substances to

ensure so far as is reasonably

practicable that the articles or

substances supplied are safe
and without risks to health and
safety.

This means that anyone sup-
plying equipment must ensure
so far as is reasonably practica-
ble that all dangerous parts on
equipment are guarded to the
required standard (BS 5304 Safe
Guarding of Machinery) also
they must provide information
on the safe use and maintenance
of the machinery. They should
also indicate the presence of any
hazard (noise, fumes etc) which
could be present with the
machinery. the safe use of
machinery will be covered in
future columns.

With substances supplied for
our use we should be provided
with a Substance Health and
Safety Data Sheet which will
give us information to enable us
to take the required precautions
and enable us to use the sub-
stance safely. This will also
enable us to comply with the
Control of Substances Hazardous
to Health Regulations which we
will also be covering later.

M Next month we will look at
employees duties.

M Further information on train-
ing courses and consultancy
contact ATB ~ Landbase Training
Services — Jean John on 01282
617466 or Tony Rees on 01686
622799.
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Usually the spotlight falls on the
Course Manager or Head
Greenkeeper at a Club. Now it is
the turn of those whose work often
goes unheralded to star...

Name: Robert Purll
Age: 26

Club: Wildernesse Golf
Club

Position: Assistant
Greenkeeper

1. How long have you
been a greenkeeper?

Six and a half years

2. What education are
you currently
undertaking?

NVQ Level 3

3. Which one task do you
most enjoy doing?

Construction and renovation

4. Which one task do you
most dislike doing?

Divoting fairways

5. What job other than
greenkeeping might you
have ended up doing?

Banking

6. Who has been the
biggest influence on your
career?

Wildernesse Golf Club

7. What would you do to
improve the life of a
greenkeeper?

More money and fewer golfers!

8. What are your
hobbies?

Gym, golf, reading and
socialising

9. What do you get out of
BIGGA?

Golf, education, magazine,
seminars

10. What do you hope to
be doing in 10 years
time?

Course Manager.
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A ronomy

B Jamieson
Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson formally Director of
Agronomy with the PGA European Tour has
now formed the above company offering expert
advice on

# Golf course maintenance
+ Tournament preparation and presentation
@ Machinery selection

4 Budgeting

& Staff recruitment

¢ Soil and turf analysis

Contact: Bruce Jamieson
10 Ashlea, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9RQ
Telephone 01256 760870

Gordon Jaaback

consulting agronomist

offers a practical and scientific
approach to problem solving and
an all-round service towards
cost-effective golf course
construction and maintenance

Introductory visits without obligation

25 Cheviot Close
Tonbridge TNS 1NH

Tel/Fax
01732 350351

PSD AGRONOMY LTD

A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY
SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB
and GREENKEEPER
« Contract Management of
Extensions and New Courses
+ Site Management and Problem
Diagnosis on Existing Courses
« Technical Advice and Support
all year round
« Soil and Turf Analysis
For further information contact
David Stansfield or John Hacker
42 Garstang Road, Preston PR1 1NA
Tel: (01772) 884450 Fax: 884445

International
Greenkeeping’s premier
publication

Buyers Guide

Greenkeeper International!

YOU’RE ONTO A WINNER WITH

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

Find three tiny £50 notes
— win a real one, for free!

HERE WE GO with another chance to WIN £50 with

All you have to do is take a look at this £50 note
symbol. Now look through the ads in the Buyers’
Guide section and spot THREE of them — they've been
reduced in size, but they’re there, somewhere!

Write down the names of the three ads where the £50 notes

are located and send your entries on a postcard to: Note the Notes
Competition, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York, North
Yorkshire Y06 2NF, to be received by first post Friday April 25, 1997.
The first correct entry drawn after that date will win £50.
It could be YOU! Enter today — and Note the Notes!

Judges' decision is final. Not open to BIGGA staff

£'50

The most cost-effective way of reaching readers of Greenkeeper
International. Simply ring Amanda Freeman, Jenny Panton or
James McEvoy on 01347 838581 and ask about an alphabetical
category listing: the cost starts from as little as £28 per month.

Ball Washers

BAYCO F

COURSE
ACCESSORIES GC700

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Rye grass leaf
and root growth,
Yale University
Research
Studies.

g
133
1549

David Denyer, First Assistant at Slinfield Park
Golf and Country Club, was the lucky winner of

last month’s competition. A crisp £50 is on its way.

YOU could be the next winner -

Ame

y Spraying

i\ [ — ) [ ) - —®
WEEDEEREE
PROFESSIONAL PESTICIDE APPLICATION
AND ASSOCIATED TURF SERVICES
FOR ALL YOUR SPRAYING
REQUIREMENTS
Tel: 07000 481011
Fax: 07000 481022
Mobile: 0850 300104
Unit 12 Lindenhill Road, Bracknell,
Berkshire RG42 1UT.
‘Weed Free' and the Daisy logo are registered
Trade Marks

Animal Repellents
____ SCUTTLE

For Humane Rabbit Control

, FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Representing the leading European
Practices in golf course design, working
worldwide and offering professional
services from initial site appraisals and
feasibilities, conceptual designs, to
detailed architecture, specifications and
project management and construction
design.

Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon,
Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE
Tel: 01483 236035 Fax: 01483 236037
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DISCREET CONTROL
CONSULTANCY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING
Kabbits & Mobes . ..
Our ,oro/&»r 7

SPRINGER HOUSE + WINDMILL LANE
KEMBLE * CIRENCESTER GLOS * GL7 6AN

TEL: 01285 770919
FAX: 01285 770910

JONATHAN
GAUNT

B.A. (Hons.) Dip L.A.

GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT
From feasibility studies to complete
design projects including contract
supervision
44 Stanmore Road

get searching now!

Consultants on:
® New Course development

David Hemstock
® Golf Course
@ Specialists in irrigation,

TEL: 0181 532 9181 FAX: 0181 532 9553
Associate of the British Institute of Golf Course Architect:

London E11 3BU i
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Associates
upgrading !
drainage and contour surveys

Suite 4a, North Mill, Bridgefoot,

Belper, Derbyshire DE56 1YD
Tel: 01773 827115 Fax: 01773 821284
E-mail 101327.2041 @Compuserve.com
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cial Grass
Bury Lane, Withnell,
Chorley, Lancashire i
d Tel: 01254 831666  §
SRR Fax: 01254831066 |
SPORTS
Steel platform, woven grass top.
¢ VERDE WINTER TEE
¢ VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices.
¢ DRIVING BAYS AND NETS §
For club and home use.
3 BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.
i‘ Please call for samples & information
AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?

s o s
Gabbotts Farm Barq
PR6 8SW
¢ VERDE TEE FRAME
Generous size, self-install kit.
¢ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE
o -
Track them down and

win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

& FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Bndges

BRIDGES
Pedestrian and Vehicular
REVETMENTS
SHEET PILING
SHELTERS

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS
THE SHIPYARD, GAINSBOROUGH,
LINCOLNSHIRE DN21 ING
telephone (01427) 611800 fax (01427) 612867

KEEPER'S
0OIC

Secure sectional steel bunmmgs in vanous sizes.
@ Machinery & equipment storage
@ Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage
©® Workshops @ Tool sheds
@ Trolley stores
@ Temporary fencing & secure
enclosures
For FREE design service, quotation,
brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW

= 0121 553 5723 (24hrs)

Elwell Buildings Ltd, 204 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich
West Midlands B70 9DE. Fax: 0121 580 1172

Greenkeepers’ Stores
Driving Ranges
Club Houses

# Machinery Storage

# Maintenance Workshops

# Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage

# Offices and Staff Mess Rooms
FREE initial designs and costings

= wanJ Cooper Ltd

Steel Framed Buildings
Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET
Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662




Bunker HaKES A New Company... For Your Golf Course m
( GOLF COURSE

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES % ’ ACCESSORIES
FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH enovalions WASHED
Strong construction complete with Offering design and build odels
replaceable threaded handle St s sorlonsiog o COCKLESHELLS IRELAND’S LEADING GOLF
;g :g: gg gg Zgg: Crmr?;zgsop;xgmm - Quality Construction Delivered Nationwide COURSE EQUIPMENT &
100 for £2.54 each K 9ndio;aFREE(;Si§AE£"1.I’E AR L Britain’s No. 1 Supplier BOCERIORT MANERACTURER
Prices are for complete rakes = e -
delivered free. Philip House, Stamford Road, Bowdon, ) 2 3 PHOENIX F()RTBQSR:?]L[:J;S();Y\[/‘]%'EK)N
Rake support pegs 70p each. _ﬁtln:fm 5:;:,""" WAL42JU < &) P ATHW AY S : (01247) :
Mad%}?ou,:(-,b’,’, chri)gas%n Ltd, Ta: 0161 640 8000 S FAX: (01247) 471136
itchmead Road, .
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH. Tel: 01229 468001
Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186 et S PUMP LANE Fax: 01229 468002 MADE-TO-MEASURE
PRO-TEE. COURSE

Chemical Disposal S e BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK
£ e Washed Cockleshells MARKERS

POS9YTS ENGLAND
® High quality cast

CHEMICAL & EMPTY e inittnnl— I [F: (01705) 592390 Delivered Nationwide, Competitive Prices Phah Ay
: 0 el L Brick Kiln Road, H ham, Norwich, @ Range of colours
CONTAINER DISPOSAL | | Updc Your Exiing Counc by | | WCROS ey | L
2 BE B NS Mobile: 0850 353603 i e LlNKS LEISURE

ENVIRSGT{I;&]{}&LE{ZIQ.p calist GREEN RE-MODELLING . e e 0

EI' & SpeCIalLs BUNKER ALTERATIONS H e Aogt YZ"';T.;.WW""I,mwm
Pesticide Disposal Service for both DRAINAGE Course qu"pment
full and empty Container disposal. also NEW COURSE

CONSTRUCTION BAYCO

ENVIROGREEN LIMITED
49 Ringwood Road
Alderholt, near Fordingbridge,
Hampshire SP6 3DF
Tel: 0345 125398

G-O-+L-F
LANDSCAPES
LIMITED COURSE

— ACCESSORIES ‘ =
(—;-M—— ASHWELLS ROAD, BENTLEY A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
- BRENTWOOD, ESSEX CM15 9SR ‘] k CONTACT US ON
i en can provida sifle Sien. | € 0118 951 0033 BARRY F COOPER
disposal for pesticides and Py ASSOClATES
FAX: (01277) 374834

herbicides and all chemical
wastes. For more information TAC'T' GOLFggr\llJSRUSLE'Er\T'IASINAGE

Fax: 01425 656260

on how Grundon can help COMPLETE SCHEME
‘:Q:L‘pm”n'e ;’1”:3 10;3;1 Tz) The best for less/ DESIGN AND SUPERVISION
N — 61 Station Road, Great Bowden,

Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 7HL
Tel: 01858 467684
Fax: 01858 433942

Tommy Tacit
says: “SAVE

| Construction | C.). Collins
BOURNE Construction

AMENITY Golf Course Contractors

Specialists in Sports %, Burgess Hill, West Sussex
pitch construction B/icf Tel: 01444 242993

5590 ,,,7

Drainage design and Ve Fax: 01444 247318
installation g'\vaTEOLZ e g :
shewenTiean RS Specialists in land dxgmage.
Newenden, Cranbrook, N golf course construction and
Kent TN18 5QG r/ RN maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 SEB
Tel: 01722 716361 » Fax: 01722 716828

Tel: 01797 252298 CONT O UR

GOLF-LIMITED

Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses
Tel: 01327 879464
Mobile: 0385 272935
Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry,

Northants NN11 4QS
Irish office: 026 471 183

THE BOTTOM

DOESN'T

DRAINAGE

CONTACT THE Whitnell Contracts Ltd

PROFESS'ONALS Golf Course Constructors
Jonathan Franks, Secretary, g, “WoodlandsyEllis Read AND
BAGCC, 37 Five Mile Drive, ‘Bpi‘:l goxled. Colchester CONSTRUCTION
Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8HT . {~ Essex CO4 5RN Lockon to Tacit’s new Flagstick OXFORD
Tel: 01865 736272 Fax : 01865 326176

Tel: (01206) 272834 with Anti-wear Ferrule.
Fax: (01206) 272104

Tel/Fax: (01865) 516927

MG aenaaters When used in conjunction with
Specialist Contractors > Tacit’s quality Holecups, it will
for the WW L prolong the life of the Flagsticks &
Construction ts and so keep them upright
of New ltd longer.
Golf Courses i .
For further details contact:
RD JONES & SONS ﬂc,r * Vertidrain * Top-dressing
J D GREASLEY LIMITED GOLF CURSE CONTRUCTION ny ‘ * Land Drainage t_Overseeding
~ *Ashfield House" 1152 Melton Road, g;ﬂ?bqgﬁggi‘rg;gg?aﬁgg Golf Course Equipment Manufacturers * All types of construction
™ Syston, Leicester LE7 2HB s
[AGCC; Telephone 0116 269 6766 Ganiah Farm Wi hrd, F ity Tel: 01788 568818 (01734) 795454
- Fax 0116 269 6866 Tel: 01745 561761 Fax; 01745 561988 Fax: 01788 537485 Winnersh, Reading, Berkshire
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t\\ AGRIPOWER

LTD

Construction
Drainage
Stone Picking
Verti-Draining

Tel: (01494) 866776

SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service
Contact Geoff Sleath
Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075

Driving Range Equipment

RANGE SERVANT

UK Ld

GOLF RANGE EQUIPMENT

Ball Dispensers, Collectors
and Washers. Play Off Mats
and Winter Tee Mats

Tel/Fax: 01923 263777

at Abbott's Toolhire, Hempstead Road,
Hunton Bridge, Watford, Herts WD1 3NJ

Environmental Monitoring

THE FULL RANGE OF
INSTRUMENTATION

Do you need to measure
» Soil/Water ph * Rain Fall
* Wind Speed
* Soil/Water Temperature
* Air Temperature/Pressure
* Relative Humidity

A | FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
A1) | g CONTACTUS ON
A58 p, 0118 951 0033

Enviromental Products

For natww/ and
oronment/
Solurions ro ¢
Yyou J1oniny,
CONIRCL:

Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford,
Kent TN27 9DU
Tel: 01233 756241 Fax: 01233 756419

Fertiliser Spreaders

P i
Autofiow Systems

e i

The complete range of

Professional Rotary and
Drop Spreaders

— r g

‘f =3 )

¥

=
—
A

i)

AMTEC §0 AMTEC Drop Spreader

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Fountains

For all your floating fountain and
aerator requirements, contact
$.G.l. Sales. Ask for details of our
large range for functional and
decorative displays.

$.G.l. Sales
6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 410085

Grass Cutting Equipment

SAVE A
MONLY!

EX DEMONSTRATION .
AND TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED
GOLF COURSE MACHINERY AVAILABLE

FROM STOCK
D
RYAN BEAVER

A
-

HAYTER
SISIS cusHMAN
VERTI-DRAIN

[mm

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY ARRANGED
Fhone for a {ﬁ/// catalogue NOW
GREENSWARD ENG.CO. Manor Farm,
Otley Rd, Adel, Leeds LS16 7AL. Tel: 0113 267 6000

ROYER

Grass Seed
Turf o
Mm% Management

for
PRE-GERMINATED GRASS SEED
“LIQUID SOD” SPRAY ON GRASS
TOP DRESSINGS
GRASS SEED
FERTILISERS
HERBICIDES
HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS
and
All Turfcare Materials
Dromenagh Farm,
Sevenhills Road, Iver Heath,
Bucks SLO OPA

Tel: 01895 834411
Fax: 01895 834892

- The Andersons.

<o Uniformly the best

s iN the business

LI The <<<<e
Andersons

The Highest Quality Nitrogen
source in the industry with the most
uniform particle size available

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
i i CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

IRRIGATION

\nwlr.l““f & lRR’G (G0}

\ * SERVICES 7y,
& 9,

East Midlands Area
Installation, Sales and
Service
Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR
Tel: (01777) 817410
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Auto House, Ashtree Works, Mill Road,
Barnham Broom, Norfolk NRY 4DE
Tel: 01603 759701 Fax: 01603 758200

Call now for all your water requirements on
commercial landscaping, golf courses, sports
grounds, bowling greens, private gardens.

Your complete independent irrigation specialists

Logic
Manufacturers & Distributors of
quality irrigation equipment

« EICON radio remote control for
TW2-1 and TW2-4

* AQUARIUS 2 PC based control
system, runs in Windows 95

* LOGIC decoders, compatible
with TW1 or TW2, 3 year warranty,
lightning protection included.
Multiway outputs, up to 4 valves.
from £18.00 per station

Tel: 01491 837 455

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD

Tel: 01582 842800 Fax: 01582 842900
LITTLEHAMPTON

Tel: 01903 859933 Fax: 01903 859958
RINGWOOD

Tel: 01426 479232 Fax: 01425 472380
SANDBACH

Tel: 01477 500255 Fax: 01477 500633
SHREWSBURY

Tel: 01939 210877 Fax: 01939 210890
SCOTLAND LIMITED - BROXBURN

Tel: 01506 857666 Fax: 01506 857722

TURF

Irrigation

TURF IRRIGATION SERVICES LTD

—DECIDE AFTERj
TALKING TO US...

As Europe's most experienced
independent consultants we are always
ready to help you with advice on all
aspects of irrigation related matters.

PO BOX 1192
=~ Fordingbridge
P1CT1ITL Hants $P6 1YD
N consutTants England

\_ Tel: (01425) 652087 Fax: (01425) 652476 )

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LIMITED

Tel: (01932) 788301
Fax: (01932) 780437

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND
COMPLETE PROJECTS

BEST BUY B.O.I.L.

EXPERIENCE - EXPERTISE
CARE - SERVICE
since 1923

Founder Member BTLIA

atermation

Manufacturers, designers
and installers of

GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION
FOR 27 YEARS

Tongham Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU12 4AA

Tel: 01252 336838
Fax: 01252 336808

A Nationwide

Irrigation Service

A well designed and installed irrigation system
is a vital component to a successful project.

OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems for
sportsground, recreational, amenity and
landscape areas.

We offer comprehensive expert consultations,
designs, quotations, manutacture, supply,
installation and service

OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of
quality irrigation equipment for every
requirement

R | offices throughout the UK

For further information contact
Head Office on 01460 241939

MNOCMIS

Buckner Humfber 2anifmo

Design and service you can trust

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

RaN R BIRD.

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

‘ TORO
") B ; 9 Inséal:ation
CATIOR g Sanvice

TI1O )
N.E. England, Yorkshire,
N. Lincs, N. Derbys, N. & S. Humberside
Contact: EB & L Simms
Tel: (01765) 602175 Fax: (01765) 603488
Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close,
Dallamires Lane, Ripon,
N Yorks HG4 1

ST
b Tameanon
o Sverme

T Y Conmoisin

(Inc. MACPENNY-CAMERON IRRIGATION)
IRRIGATION

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses,
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture
* M srers of Irrigation Equip

* Existing Sy n
DESIGN — INSTALLATION - SERVICE
Call now for all your Irrigation needs,
MISC LTD, Unit 18, Hightown Industrial Estate,
Ringwood, Hants BH24 1ND
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports

and Leisure Grounds
e Designed e SuppliedeInstalled

GLEN HEAT & IRRIGATION

Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.
G;lﬁ Tel: (01775) 722327
Fax: (01775) 725444

’ ‘ IRRIGATION CONTROL

DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALL, SERVICE
INSTALLING THE WORLD’S
FINEST IRRIGATION PRODUCTS

Area dealers for: __
Hunter' ad Wcuﬂlor[):(]muﬁc.
WINSFORD CHESHIRE

Tel: 01606 558 927
Fax: 01606 862 882




Hunter

The Irrigation Innovators

Phone or Fax for your list of

“'lll“el‘ Dealers

throughout the UK and Ireland

Sportsground Irrigation Co.

Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 810085

T. & G. TURF
IRRIGATION SERVICES
38 Halfpenny Lane, Knaresborough,

North Yorkshire HG5 ONS
Tel & Fax: (01423) 864963
Full member of B.T.LILA.

sl ® Irrigation Systems
& Equipment

For all your irrigation
requirements, whether a new
installation or system
refurbishment — contact us now for

a free survey, design and
quotation.

LL.S. Irrigation Systems &
Equipment, Oundle Road,
Lutton, Peterborough PE8 5ND
Tel/Fax: 01832 272450

WARDLE ASSOCIATES

s * ¢+ INDEPENDENT

IRRIGATION

CONSULTANTS
mmmmm Objective, practical
and non-partisan advice

Feasibility Studies, Performance Specs,
Design and Project Management

Giles Wardle BSc. MSc. MIAgrE.
Unit 6, Lichfield Auction Centre
Fradley Park, Lichfield WS13 8NF

Tel & Fax: 01543 411 771

B o
MIDLAND IRRIGATION

AN INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION COMPANY
2 Fairdene Way, Great Barr,
Birmingham B43 5JS

Tel: 0121 358 1246
Fax: 0121 357 6789

DESIGN ¢ SUPPLY
INSTALLATION ¢ SERVICE

Full member of BTLIA

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
BY AN INDEPENDENT,
FAMILY COMPANY

Tel: 01785 812706 or
Tel/Fax: 01782 395734

HIGH RELIAB!
DECODEF

Equivalent to Watermation, CIC, Wright
Rain, Primetime, Robydome and TORO
# No switches, more reliable

# 3 year warranty

4 Multi-outputs available

# Low cost address programmer

+ Competitively priced

TONICK WATERING
Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500

Associate Member of BTLIA

Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

Irrigation Pumps

GRUNDFOS %/

® Borehole pumps for water
supply

@ Pressure boosting pumps for
Irrigation

® Heating & Hot Water Service
pumps for clubhouses

For details of distributors and installers

throughout the UK freephone Grundfos
on 0500 002621

Lake Construction/Liners

-FIRST-IN-LINE-

Lining specialists
Pands * Reservoirs » Lakes
Golf Water Features

Tel: 01794 390708
Fax: 01794 390183

O\

LEAST COST
WATERPROOFING OF
LAKES AND RESERVOIRS
- using lining membranes and associated
geosynthetic materials

# Comprehensive service available to
owners/architects/consultants and contractors
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road,
Nayland, COLCHESTER CO6 4LT

For technical and sales enquiries
Tel: (01206) 262676

Fax: (01206) 262998

Lake Management
CRYSTAL CLEAR WSP

100% Biological Control of
Algae with additional benefits of
increased water clarity.
LAKE COLORANT WSP
Create a natural blue colour to

your lakes, water hazards, ponds
with the ease of WSP packets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
y CONTACT US ON

p 0118 951 0033

B
e

MOWER ACCESSORIES

LTD

Manufacturers of high
quality lawnmower
blades and cylinders.
Suppliers of spares and
accessories.

65 Forncett Street
Sheffield S4

Tel: 0114 276 5825
Fax: 0114 276 5855

Superscreened Sphagnum Peat
for Golf Course Construction
and Maintenance
Conforms to BS4156
Weed and Pathogen Free
Provides quick and even establishment
Excellent water retention during dry periods
Reduced risk of dry patch
Consistent quality for easy handling and
mixing
Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide
Finnfibre Horticulture Ltd
Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road,
East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1AW

Tel: 01903 859555 Fax: 01903 859666

SR STRANCO.

Water Quality Control
pH and chlorine control and dosing systems for
your irrigation water, for improved turf quality.
Nationwide installation and commissioning
service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes
STRANCO LTD.
17 Apex Park, Hailsham, East Sussex.
Tel 01323 441744 Fax 01323 441611

* R EEE

Liquid Fertilisers

Greenturf Systems

for pH Control using
“PHAIRWAY” solution
Contact:

S.G.l. Sales

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 410085

Railway Sleepers

FREE SOIL AND WATER TESTING

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
8’6[’ x -loll x 5//

CROSSING TIMBERS
12” x 6” up to 16" long

Price quoted for number required

Tel (01233) 625121 or 620277

Faggs Fleet

Whitfield Road,
Ashford, Kent

* PHOENIX SPORTSTURF
&S, SERVICES

QUALITY ROOTZONES
USGA Spec available
Tel: 01229 468001 Fax: 01229 468002

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD

Specialist Manufacturer and Supplier
(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top
Dressings - to all specifications including

USGA. Supplied nationwide.

Please phone for quotation

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

Sand/Silica Sand

L AND

» RIA
NERA

Sand and Silica Company

COMPLETE RANGE QF
HORTICULTURAL SANDS

Contact Neil Young
Buckland Sand & Silica Co.
Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent
TNIS5 8RW
Tel: (01732) 780300

Sands
57~ Root Zones
~ Top Dressing

Lime Free Dried and Washed Sands
USGA, Golf, Sports Pitch Root Zones
Top grade Top Dressings

Nationwide availability from local sites
Hepworth Minerals and Chemicals Ltd
Brookside Hall

Sandbach

Cheshire, CW11 0TR

Sales orders

Tel 01270 752 700 Fax 01270 752 701
General Enquiries:

Tel 01270 752 752 Fax 01270 752 753

Spoon feed your turf
this summer for less

EIA than £50 per

hectare.

" * Bent Grass Special
28-8-18

* Zero Phosphate Special
25-0-25

FEEDING

A FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

CONTACT US ON

[Th
‘ .| & 0118 951 0033

A1

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

For keen prices contact
Mr David Robinson
Tel/Fax 0161 456 7109

at ‘STRIKE TOP TURF’

OUTSTANDING RANGE OF
AMENITY

LIQUID BLOOD AND BONE
Plant growth supplement
CRN Range - unique controlled release

Nitrogen products.
* pHERTILIZER — pH Control * STANDARD
LIQUID FERT RANGE * IRON PRODUCTS
RANGE * SULPHUR PRODUCTS RANGE

* ORGANIC PRODUCT RANGE

* TURF WETTERS

R&D Formulations, Kettlethorpe, Lincoln

Tel: 01522 704848 Fax: 01522 704748

A1 CONSTRUCTION
GRADE SLEEPERS

Any quantity, delivered anywhere
also
COCKLESHELL
PATH MEDIA

Bulk loads, discounted prices

FINETURF PRODUCTS
01375 361606

1ell the industry of your

products and services,
through an advertisement in
greenkeeping$ top magazine
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

GRUNDON

NOW SPREADING
IN YOUR AREA

Top Dressing
Bunker Sand
Root Zone
Tees Dressing
All Aggregates
Path Gravels
Cockleshell

NEW HOTLINE NUMBER:
Contact Gordon
on 01367 244078

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1997 65



(EBENEZER MEARS)

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND

for Tees * Greens - Bunkers

and drainage sands and shingles

Wintersells Road. Byfleet, KT14 7AZ

01932 345616

FINE TEAK FURNITURE

S(dls tables, chairs,
benches,

=4| planters and lit
terbins made
from plantation

grown teak. Listed in

the Good Wood Guide.
Send for brochure
D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road,

Patchway, Bristol BS12 5TB
Tel: 0117931 5335 Fax: 0117931 5334

Sports Netting

]umnumrwm

@ PERIMETER NETTING

® TARGET NETS

® ANTI BALL PLUGGING

® GRASS GERMINATION

® ANTI DAZZLE NETTING

® PADDED/NET BAY DIVIDERS
@ CHIPPING NET

® PRACTICE NETS

® 'EPIC' TARGET GREEN

® BALLSTOP FENCING

TEL: 01179 669684

Fé

/ \
ey / \
[ N { \
[ S——— !
o:?_‘ all your /
u equipment % .

rEQUINBIMIBNLS

Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee
& Practice Mat

Golf Course Furniture

Driving Range & Practice Ground
Equipment

Flooring & Pathways

Tel: 01704 571271

Fax: 01704 571272

TUFTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS, CARRYMATS
AND PUTTING
SURFACES FROM
CARPETITION LTD
14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN
Tel: (01484) 428777 Fax: (01484) 423251

Top Dressings

STERILISED TOP
DRFSS]NGQ from £18 per ton

,,,,,,,,, = PHOENIX
£ SPORTSTURF
Tel: 01229 468001 Fax: 01229 468002

.

< DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS &

< ROOTZONES
% DIVOT MIXES

; TOP-DRESSINGS
o SCREENED SOILS o

Alan Hadley Limited, Fenton House,
102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross,
Reading, Berkshire RG7 1BJ

Tel: 0118 988 3266
Fax: 0118 988 4538

OUR SUCCESS 1S GROWING

For % Oakamoor Bunker

Sand

* Par-Link Red Pathway
Gravel

* Top Dressing - loose
and bagged

* Fendress Top Dressing

and HMC ﬂ

“«,

Products

Rootzones
* USGA
* Golf
* Sportspitch
also % Sharpes Designer

Range Grass Seeds

Martin Brothers UK

Tel: 01625 614121

Fax: 01625 618282

All Seasons Q)ressingsl v

for CONSTRUCTION Y
OF TEES, GREENS &/
BUNKERS

References available

119 London Road,
Kingston, Surrey KT2 6NH
Tel: 0181 546 3960

Tip Top Turf.

Seed grown turf available in one sq yd
or large 25 sq yd rolls with laying
machines or service available.

Tel: 01908 270701 « Fax: 01908 374889

Jubilee Seeds & Turf
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF
FOR ALL GOLF COURSE and
OTHER APPLICATIONS:
Greens, Tees, Surrounds, Bunkers, etc
TEL/FAX 01797 320536

Jubilee Villa, 3 Ness Road,
Lydd, Kent TN29 9DP

Q Lawns @

Growers of Quality Turf
* Uniquely cultivated on fine
dark soils
* Next day deliveries
* Quality assured company
ISO 9002

British Field Products Limited [
Corkway Drove, Hockwold,
Thetford, Norfolk 1P26 4JR
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911

rE
<g

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTED
OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS
TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

Please contact Head Office for more information: "

THE INTURF GROUP

Regent Street * Pocklington * York YO4 20N
Telephone 01759 304101 * Fax 01759 305229

D £ ¢ oY

Bl {iw

For
TURF DRESSINGS
ROOT ZONE MIXES
SCREENED TOP SOILS
BUNKER SANDS
HORTICULTURAL
COMPOSTS

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants
Tel: 01536 510515

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD

for Fendress Top Dressing
¢ Fendress Superfine
¢ Economy Dressing
* Rootzone Mixes
¢ Screened Fensoil * Screened Peat
¢ Screened Loam ¢ Kiln Dried Sand
* Bunker Sands

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain's No. 1 for
QUALITY - SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Fairway House. South Stage. Broadway
Salford Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ

Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554

FLOTATION
TURF TYRES

* Wide Flat Treads %
* Custom Made Wheels *

* New and Used available %
ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs
Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265

For a finer class of grass...

The independent supplier with a wide product range
of turf for all applications

Grasslands Turf Farm
Ashford Road, New Romney, |Grasslands
Kent TN28 8TH. Tel: (01797)

367130 « Fax: (01797) 367929

Tree Planting

EAMONN WALL & CO

WOODLAND DESIGN & MANAGEMENT
® For everything to do with trees on golf courses,
from planning to felling, expert advice
® Large planting grants available,
OFFICES AT DOLLAR, DURHAM AND READING
Tel: 01259 743212

Wy L~ e

_A
SOVEREIGN

TURF

Growers of consistent quality turf in
either big or small rolls for landscapers,
amenity users and golf courses
Tel: 01728 688 984
Fax: 01728 688 949

Fir Tree Farm, Blaxhall, Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP12 2DX

Turf Dressings

Vertidraining Hire

S EWARD

TURF MAINTENANCE

Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre
Gravel Banding over seeding
Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming
and Top Dressing

Phone York: 01904 765949
Freephone: 0500 432120

ROSSOLIVER

@ VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds
@ STONE PICKING ® RYAN HOLLOW TYNER

@ SAND SPREADERS @ DIRECT DRILLS

Greystones, Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP
Tel: (01841) 540222 Fax: (01637) 881057

Eastcote
Nurseries
(Solihull) Ltd

* Tree Spade hire

* Tree moving

* Semi mature trees
Nationwide service

Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull,
West Midlands B92 OJL
Tel: 01675 442033
Fax: 01675 442324

1 BAlu-:YS
{‘ NORFOLK
supply

PROFESSIONAL TURF DRESSINGS
FOR THE PROFESSION
* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
* SAND * SCREENED TOP SOIL
Deliveries nationwide
BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich,
Norfolk NR10 5NL Tel: 01603 754607
Mobile: 0850 353603

PETER MANNIN GTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced operator, competifive prices and reliable service
Phone Peter on 01580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061

Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,
Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL
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Richard ﬁam%f’ Y

VERTIDRAIN 1.5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire
Coremaster & Core Harvester.
Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo &
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and
Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors,
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance
Machinery for sale.

For further details contact:

RJ & J Campey
Marton, Macclesfield
Tel: 01260 224568
Fax: 01260 224791

PARKER HART

CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS

VERTIDRAINING * HOLLOW CORING
TOP DRESSING » SEEDING
SAND SLITTING * SAND BANDING
DRAINAGE
Qualified and experienced staff
Plus all your sports turf, amenity and
horticultural supplies

Contact Anne Wicks (Contracts
Manager) Tel: 0181 337 7791
Fax: 0181 330 7392

WORTH
DRAINING

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth

WORTH DRAINING
Combecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

Weed Control

complete weed control
GETTING TO THE ROOT
OF THE PROBLEM!

The UK’s leading specialist spray contractor
with local service centres nationwide.

Machinery For Sale

FOR SALE
ZETOR 5211 TRACTOR, 790 hrs .. £5,250
RANSOMES 180 TRIPLE,

petrol, floating heads. . ........... £1200
VOTEX 9t MOWER .............. £950
RYAN GREENSAIRE 11........... £975

GREENS ZEPHER 22° ped/mower . . £575
ISEKI 2140 TRACTOR, 1050 hrs. . . £2,100
1.200 ROTARY MOWER .......... £475

CORBY GOLF RANGE
Tel: 01536 403119 Fax 01536 443748

Broke Hill Golf Club

TORO 4500 REELMASTER for sale
4WD, 3 years old, 3100 hours,
in good condition.
£11,000 ono.

Phone 01959 533225

D&E TURF
Description.................... Price £ +VAT
Toro 5300 180hrs Ex Dem....... 21000
Toro Workman Ex Dem...

Toro 3200D Ex Dem...... ...POA

Toro 216D 3WD Ex Dem 11000
Toro Hydroject Ex Dem.......... 15000
Toro Fairway Aerator............... 12000
Sisis Hydraulic Veemows (3).....1750
1.5mitr Verti Drain..........ccoccconeee. 7950

Shelton Trencher & Conveyor ...1500
Express Dual cylinder grinder-....1500
Anglemaster blade grinder ......... 1250
Danuser Post hole borer (new)....650
Olathe overseeder ..........cooruerinead 600
Tel: 01388 608620 Fax: 01388 609552

G E Adamson
Grass Machinery
Ryan Greensaire 24 hollow corer. . . . £3250

Ransomes Super 51 Certes ....... £1150
Ransomes 180D diesel triple-fixed
orfloatingheads. ................ £2950
Ransomes TM80 slitter — new

7" blades or spoons .. ........vues £875

Sisis A04/S slitter c/w rear rollers. . . . . £950
Sisis FTA/4 fine aerator — hollow tines . £875
Cushman topdresser ....... (choice) £975

JOHN SHAW (MACHINERY) LTD
NEW Jacobsen LF3810 4WD
iy bladad®- sl sile £23,000

Toro GM300 Greensmower. Choice
(5] /o TR oA RN WL £3,750

Toro RM216-D 2WD 8 blade ....£4,500
Toro RM335-D 2WD 5 blade ....£6,500

Toro Sand Pro 3WD.................. £1,250
Kubota ST30 Roll Bar and Turf

B e e vyt rNaetn £9,770
1.2m Verti-Drain (ex-demo) .....£9,700
Ransomes Hydraulic 5 ............. £2,500
Ransomes TG340 Gangs..........£4,850

Beaver Gang Verti-Cut Units (3)£1,000
Iseki SG13 Diesel Rider c/w

(61211 (Te) (o) SO FRR e M S £1,950
Kubota B7100 HST c/w Turf

T i R s SR s £3,500
International 856XL 2WD Ag. tyres
AN QCAD; o taiis £5,250

Tel: 01825 872070

A.R.C. AGRICULTURAL
ENGINEERS

Tel: 01844 278950
Fax: 01844 279158

Huxley 358 Ride-On Greens Mower, as

Vertidrain 2m, very tidy machine .£6,250
Ransomes 213D & 350D full

Ransomes 180, Diesel & Petrol...... POA

Ransomes Hydraulic 3 & 5s
........................................ from £1,250

Ransomes 5/7 Gangs with/without

TTOCTOIE 5 ons bt vaby s le (v s oDt eens ks s Ason POA

Jacobsen Tri-King diesel 3WD, 600hrs
....£6,250

..................................................... POA

..................................................... POA
John Deere 1200 Bunkerake .....
John Deere FO935, Choice ............... POA
Kubota L2850, 1500hrs, cab & Loda

Large selection of Sisis equipment .POA
Large selection of tractors
and other good secondhand machinery
always available

FOR SALE
1 Juno 36" Cylinder and
bottom blade grinder
£1,950 + VAT

Shukers Ltd, Battlefield Road
Shewsbury SY1 4AE
Tel: 01743 446591

FOR SALE
Toro Hydroject

Excellent condition,
Dealer serviced: £8,000

Tel: 01623 490365 or

GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE
Greensroller TM brand turf iron with trailer
Demonstrator model £3,000
Toro 216 Triplex Mower complete with
wylie roller and grass boxes £1,700
Sisis Litamina 4ft PTO Sweeper and
Collector, as new £1,500
RL1502 Versatile, as new comes with
scarifying and flair blades £4,000
All equipment in good working order
with complete service history.

Loch Lomond Golf Club
Tel: 01389 850627 Fax: 01389 850628

Tel/Fax: 01995 640180 01159 205640

SiSIS DIRECT

Various SISIS S/H aerators,scarifiers, top-dressers,
sweepers, seeders, etc. fully refurbished by the manufacturer.
Stock constantly changing - phone for details and prices.

{01608 644044

IMEHIMIMM

New and Used
Compact Tractors and Turf
Care Machinery For Sale

Balmer's, Burnley, Lancs
01282 453900/454848 Aner 6pm: 616846
Fax: 01282 459767

STEWARTS

KELPIE

of
NATURAL ORGANIC

Wetting Agents

DRENCHER LIQUID

Do you want to...

*» enhance water penetration?

» aid the fight against dry patch?
« stimulate soil microbes?

by using...

*a 100% organic product

* a non-scorching formula

Also available extensive range of hire equipment including
stone removers, trenchers

Phone 01625 503030

AFTING
SOLUTIONS

WE ARE a leading
supplier of workbenches and

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT US ON

0118 951 0033

Wood Chips

\ Landscape
Supplies

SEAWEED SOIL
CONDITIONERS
AVAILABLE FROM STEWARTS

A payload of up
to 3,600 Ibs (1,600
kgs), this uniquely
adjustable lift is a

For top quality irm favourite wit i | i —

O miioh tid il lifting equipment - LARGE and TEL: 0131 663 6617
screened ot SMALL - to Golf Courses and FAX: 0131 663 0651
woodchip please el tinalth & Local Authorities

: e AND FROM GEM PROFESSIONAL

i Jrador it Ty 'g\Q‘Tlony gatsm‘ on TEL: 01254 356611
d ask f

laqr;gearsﬂa:tr Q”\'U“i/"h R+R UK Ltd, ﬁstone Road, Hu%gdon Ca?)ﬁ% FAX: 01245 236775
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Slaley Hall International Hotel
and Golf Resort

Due to construction of 2nd championship
standard 18 hole course, PGA European Tour
venue requires:

QUALIFIED
GREENKEEPERS

Applicants must be fully experienced
in all aspects of greenkeeping and with a
sound knowledge of modern course maintenance
equipment and irrigation. Course construction
experience an advantage.

Apply in writing with C.V. to:

The Head Greenkeeper
Slaley Hall International Hotel, Golf Resort and Spa
Hexham
Northumberland
NE47 0BY

Ransomes Professional Grass Machinery

Erest Doe & Sons Ltd, who currently hold the Ransomes
Professional Grass Machinery franchise for Essex, Herts, Cambs and
Bedfordshire, will be taking on the additional Ransomes territory of
South West London, East Sussex, Kent and parts of West Sussex and
Surrey from 1 July 1997.

The territory will be covered by our existing branch at Sutton at Hone,
near Dartford, Kent and our recently acquired branch at Esher, Surrey.

We are therefore seeking to recruit specialist staff dedicated to the
sales, service and parts distribution of professional ground care
equipment as follows:

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
PARTS DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS
VAN PARTS SALES PERSONNEL
SERVICE DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS
SERVICE TECHNICIANS
DEMONSTRATORS

Applicants should have an in-depth knowledge of professional grass
machinery and enjoy working in an expanding long established
successful company.

Apply with CV to:

Mr Andy Turbin, Ernest Doe & Sons Limited,
Ulting, Maldon, Essex CM9 6QH

Seacroft Golf Club

(founded 1895)

requires a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

to maintain its traditional championship links course.

The successful applicant must have:
recognised qualifications,
leadership skills,
ability to prepare and control a programme of work,
ability to maintain health & safety and COSHH requirements.
Previous experience on a links course is desirable.

Applications, together with full C.V. should be addresses to:

The Captain
Seacroft Golf Club
Drummond Road
Skegness
Lincolnshire
PE25 3AU

Golf Inns Ltd
Belmont Lodge & Golf Course

Applications are invited for the position of

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Belmont Lodge & Golf Course with its 18 Hole
Parkland Course, 30 Bedroomed Lodge and other leisure
facilities is renowned in the West Midlands
for its hospitality and friendliness.

The position, reporting directly to the
Head Greenkeeper, will ideally suit an experienced
Greenkeeper, with PA 1, 2 and 6 and other recognised
qualifications, now wishing to progress their career
up the greenkeeping ladder.

Applications in writing with full CV should be addressed to:

Alan Carver — Executive Manager
Belmont Lodge & Golf Course
Belmont, Hereford HR2 9SA

(Golf Inns Ltd are working towards achieving equal opportunity status)

£ =y

AT 4
-
INVESTORS IN PECPLE
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Chalfont Park Golf Club

We currently have vacancies for

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPERS

Applicants must have some greenkeeping experience, be willing to learn and

work within a team and must also have a clean driving licence.
No living accommodation.

Please apply in writing including C.V. to:
Perry Harvey, Head Greenkeeper,
Chalfont Park Golf Club,
Threehouseholds, Chalfont St Giles,
Bucks HP8 4LW

Weston-super-Mare Golf Club

We currently have a vacancy for a

FIRST ASSISTANT

required for busy 18 hole golf course.

Experience of Links courses preferable, but not essential.

Please send your C.V. to:
The Secretary
Weston-super-Mare Golf Club
Uphill Road North
Weston-super-Mare
North Somerset
BS23 4NQ

TAX FREE INCOME

Do you have hands-on training in
TORO irrigation or
TORO commercial machinery and
wish to develop in sales?

We have two sales jobs open now.

Middle East Location with Tax Free income, furnished
accommodation, air tickets etc.

Fax application to Dubai, UAE on 009714 330 141

Reigate Heath 2&
Golf Club

require an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

The Club, which was founded in 1895, is a
challenging nine hole Surrey heathland course.

The successful applicant will have:
» Experience of all aspects of greenkeeping.
* Qualified to Phase 2, and PAl and PA2 Spraying Certificates.
* Good knowledge of machinery and irrigation systems.
* Hold a full driving licence.
Accommodation is provided.
Apply in writing with C.V. to:
The Secretary, Reigate Heath Golf Club, REIGATE, Surrey RH2 8QR

Forest Hill Golf Club

applications are invited for the position of

DEPUTY HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Applicants must have at least 6 years experience and possess
the following qualifications:
NVQ I and 2
NVQ 3 and 4 a definite advantage
PA1 and PA2
Applications in writing with full C.V. to:
Mr P McCarron, Forest Hill Golf Club,
Markfield Lane, Batcheston, Leics CE9 9K

Burnham-on-Crouch Golf Club
This 18 hole parkland club require a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicant must be experienced in all aspects of greenkeeping
including budgetary control. Leadership skills and the ability to motivate
staff are essential.

Accommodation not available and salary commensurate
with experience.

Please apply in writing with CV to:

Secretary/Manager, Burnham-on-Crouch Golf Club,
Ferry Road, Creeksea, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex CM0 8PQ

THE
PARK GOLF COURSE
AVINGTON

QUALIFIED GREENKEEPER

Enthusiastic and self motivated greenkeeper required for
quality nine hole parkland course.
The applicant must have a good practical approach to
modern greenkeeping and machinery.

Applications, C.V. and references in writing to:
M & V Stent
The Park Golf Course
Avington
Winchester
Hants SO21 1DA

Job shep

Reliable, hard working 34 year Reliable, hardworking, mature
old seeking First Assistant/ GGreei:lkee.per \fith&\qaglpf;A
Deputy Head position in UK or reenkeeping also FA1, )
overseas. Qualifications CPAGA Slpraymg ?EHIECEIET(.
include HND in Golf Course BTSN unemip oypd, segks

sition as Assistant
Management, NVQ Level 2 il g

Greenkeeper to gain further
Greenkeeping and PA1, PA2
and PA6 Spraying Certificates.
Experience in greenkeeping,
course construction, drainage
and irrigation gained in UK,
Germany and Portugal.

Box No JS 62/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF

experience in UK or abroad.
Able to work on own initiative
as well as part of a team.
Previous experience includes
ten months as Groundsman
and ten months as
Greenkeeper.
Box No JS 63/97, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF
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Arne Van Ameron-
gen describes the
construction
work on a golf
course he worked

on in Germany.

s we all know there are

many ways of constructing a
golf green some better than oth-
ers! I have recent experience of
construction in Germany will
describe a project in Germany, so
you can can get a feel for how
they went about it.

First the architect indicates the
location of the green and its mid-
dle point, as well as the shape of
the green and its contours, includ-
ing height levels. The architect
makes drawings of the surround-
ings, but these are only rough — the
details of the surroundings are left
up to the construction manager
and machine operator. With these
drawings and good personal com-
munication with the architect, the
construction manager and his team
can start constructing the green.

The ideas conceived in the
drawing room by the architect
take shape when the caterpillar
begins making the form and con-
tours of the green. On the staff
level this will give a finishing
height of +20/-20 cm to the sub-
grade.

The machine operator checks
the size and height levels of the
green. He only works with four
reference points taken from the
centre of the green, i.e. 0° 90°
180°, and 270°.

When the final height levels
and contours are reached, the
machine operator starts rolling
with the caterpillar and motorised
vibrating six tonne roller to com-
pact the subgrade.

The construction manager sets
out eight points from the middle
of the green. The points are on
the edge of the green and are 45°
apart. They are used to measure
the length from the middle of the
green to each point.

A good architect will visit the
golf course at least twice a week
for inspections, if necessary to
make alterations and have a
meeting with the staff and
investors.

Then the machine operator can
work towards the finishing height
and contours of the green.Each
operator has a drawing of the
green size, contours and height
levels. The soil is taken off, and
goes into the surrounds. When the
green has its final shape, the same
machine will start working on the
green drainage. By turning the
bucket on an angle of 45° it will
make a trench for the drains with
sloping sides.

A disadvantage of the sloping
instead of steep sides is, that you
need more back fill materials for

Only top quality

will survive

the drains. An advantage of the
slope is, that the side of the trench
is more stable, so it will not col-
lapse and will find less disruption
from water movement. The drains
are four metres apart. The drain
in the middle of the green is 100
mm. The lateral drains are 60 mm
in diameter, and both are perfo-
rated. Only the drain that goes
into the outlet is not perforated.

There is also a drain around the
green. This drain is needed
because of the slope on the left
handside of the green, so the
water movement will not disturb
or damage the green’s surface.

On top of the subgrade they
build the intermediate layer, con-
sisting of the same material they
used for filling up the drain. The
uncompacted height of this layer
is 170mm, compacted it is
150mm. This material will be
brought by lorries with 10 m3
each. This means that they need
10 lorries, giving ca. 100 m3
material on 600 m2 green surface.
The digger will spread the mater-
ial on top of the subgrade. Two
men make sure that the uncom-
pacted depth of the intermediate
layer is no more or less than 170
mm. when this is finished five
men can start levelling the uneven
pans. After this the surface is
rolledthree times and raked in
three different directions

At this stage the irrigation com-
pany should have installed the
irrigation pipes around the green
with connection points for the
sprinklers ready, or should be just
in finishing stage. Unfortunately
this is not always the case. In gen-
eral, there are still surfaces being
seeded and the irrigation system
is still not workingt, which is a

70 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1997

nightmare in summer.

At this stage they have pure
sand, so they are bringing organic
material, which comes from the
moor land and is dried in plastic
bags of 25 kg, into the surface.
They start rotavating the green.

The rotavator goes in two dif-
ferent directions, also taking a lit-
tle bit of the surrounds, so they
get a nice finishing touch. After
this the green is rolled and raked
in three different directions.

They do not use a pre-seeder.
This is left up to the greenkeeper,
and in my opinion there is no
need for it, because I have seen
grass species on sand greens, like
brown top bent and fescues that
still look healthy after six weeks
and longer. There is no ineffi-
ciency of nutrients. After the sec-
ond cut the greenkeeper will
apply fertiliser on the green. I
have seen bent and fescue grass
species on sand based greens in
winter time on a height of 15 mm
with no feed at all. They looked
excellent. It is a different matter if
the green is under playing condi-
tions and stress.

Then they start seeding the
green with a motorised hand-
seeder, called Semedner, in three
different directions.Usually they
use a traditional 80-20 grass seed
mixture: 40% Festuca Rubra
Litoralis (Barcrown) 20% Festuca
Rubra Commutata (Center) 20%
Festuca Rubra Commutata (Lifalla)
10% Agrostis Tenuis (Bardot) 10%
Agrostis Tenuis (Egmont)

After the third seeding, the final
light raking and rolling will be
done

After 10-12 days the grass seed
starts to germinate. In this case
they had to irrigate the green

three to four times a day, for three
to five minutes, just to moisturise
the surface because of the hot

weather conditions. Six to seven
weeks later they do the first cut
and collect the clippings.

The company is responsible for
two cuts and then the green-
keeper will take over.

The greenkeeper starts main-
taining the greens. The job of the
construction company is done,
construction wise. The cost of
each green amounts to £2,000.

In my opinion, it is still impor-
tant that investors hire qualified
and experienced staff. Unfortu-
nately we still see golf courses
constructed and then there is
almost no money left for machin

ery or staff to maintain the golf

course. My advice is: Do not build
a golf course if you cannot main-
tain it properly afterwards. People
will ask why are you saying this. |
believe that poor quality will only
survive in the short terrn. Raising
up the standards and quality will
win in the long term.

My job in this project was to

oversee the construction. I was
hired as an independent consultant
by this golf club. I was not able to
use the specifications I wanted as
the specification are provided by a
government organisation. Person-
ally I feel, these German set guide-
lines need to be changed more
towards USGA specification. The
sooner the better.
B Arne van Amerongen is now
based at Hotel Die Wutzschliefe
where he is involved in the con-
struction of a new 18 hole course.
He would be happy to provide
more detailed specfications the of
the course described in the article
if required.



Every club should
have a professional

like this!

The Hayter FM514 is a purpose-built 5-gang
mower that’s equal to the challenge of any course.
Since no two golf courses are the same, the FM is
designed to adapt. Unique 26" floating heads follow
the ground contours closely for a superb finish.

Ground holding is gentle but firm. Wide front axle,
broad tyres and variable weight transfer system give
traction with minimum turf or soil damage.

And behind it all is the sheer power of a Kubota
35hp engine. With ‘on-demand’ 4-wheel drive
transmission and differential locking you have total

mastery.
Hayter Limited
. Spellbrook Bishop’s Stortford Herts CM23 4BU England  pp
Call now to arrange a demonstration Tel: 01279 723444 Fax: 01279 600338 REF

90

Every club should have a professional like this!




The Best of
Both Worlds

Only Toro has a full range of
irrigation and professional turf
maintenance equipment
designed to help maintain a
green and healthy landscape.
Everything we offer is backed
up by professional dealers and
distributors with local parts and
service. Capture the best of
both worlds with Toro - the
industry leader in professional
turf maintenance.

TORO

® Toro is a certified facility for
irrigation and commercial
turf maintenance products

The Choice of Expert.

For more information, contact:
Toro Europe N. V.
Nijverheidsstraat 5

B-2260 Oevel-Westerlo
Belgium

Tel: 32-14-562-950

Fax: 32-14-562-951






