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Health and safety legislation is
very much a part of our
everyday lives. Mutterings of
“mollycoddling” and “wasn’t like
this in my day” should not deflect
attention from the fact that the
various laws introduced over the
past 20 years have made work
practices a great deal safer for all
involved. And also for those who
come into contact with them.

Most of the complaints of those
who feel that there is too much
legislation revolve around the
belief that people should have
sufficient common sense to avoid
dangerous situations. The prob-
lem is that one can never plan for
the unexpected or unpredictable.

Considered on its own, a golf
course is not an unsafe place.
However, put a few golfers on it,
scatter some machines around
and introduce a wide range of
weather and turf conditions and
one has raised the risk factors
considerably.

We all appreciate that a driven
golf ball can cause serious injury,
taking extra care when crossing a
known flight path. Yet how many
of us have had a ball whizz past
our ears from a completely unex-
pected direction followed by an
embarrassed cry of “sorry” from
the undergrowth.

One may think that there is lit-
tle that could have been done to
avoid such a situation. However,
being aware of the dangers

Put safety first:
productivity
will then follow

All manufacturers and their supplying
operation and care of their machines

means that we are in a position to
take additional care wherever
there may be potential hazards.
Look out for groups of golfers
and observe where they are
standing. If one of the party has
driven into the rough or trees, the
others will be watching for the
flight of the ball, providing an
early and clear warning to green-
staff that a shot is being played
from a hidden position.
Machinery can also behave

Many ride-on
mowers are
now fitted
with safety
switches
which shut
down the
engine if the
operator
leaves the
seat with the
cutting units
or
transmission
engaged

unpredictably, yet not through
any direct fault of the machine or
conscious irresponsibility by its
operator.

A tractor and mower may have
been driven a thousand times
across a banked green surround
without any problem or thought
of danger. Yet remove the mower
or introduce a patch of moisture
and a safe situation can become a
slippery slope to a serious acci-
dent.

The same applies to the use of
pedestrian rotary mowers, and
particularly hover-type machines
used on banks around bunkers,
tees and plateau greens.

If there is no safer alternative
to this method of cutting, then
ensure that the manufacturer’s
instructions are followed closely
regarding the machine’s safe and
proper use.

Ideally, the mower should be
fitted with plastic or free-swing-
ing blades rather than the rigid
metal type and the operator
should be equipped with suitable
protective clothing such as eye
protectors and steel toe-capped
boots.

On steep slopes, many users
prefer to tie a length of rope to
the handle of a hover mower,
pulling it across the grass while

to users in the safe and proper

they stand on firm, level ground.
While this might be preferable to
operating the machine at an
acute angle while physically hold-
ing the handles, it still has to be
regarded as inherently unsafe
because one is not in full control
of the mower. If the practice has
to be followed, it is vital to ensure
that no one will be affected if the
mower should tip over or run
away.

As a last resort, always release
the rope if you slip. It is far better
that the mower is damaged
rather than have an operator slid-
ing out-of-control beneath the
hood of the machine.

The advice in all cases is to
treat all machinery with respect.
There is no substitute for experi-
ence, but no one in their right
mind would want to have an acci-
dent in order to learn the safest
way to carry out a particular task
or operation.

Health and safety legislation
demands that proper training
must be given to everyone who
operates machinery. Indeed, acci-
dent statistics show that the
majority of accidents occur when
employees use machines without
proper training or supervision.

All manufacturers should pro-
vide sound instruction in the safe
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and correct operation of a piece
of machinery. This may be car-
ried out on a factory training
course, at a dealer’s premises or
out on the turf where the equip-
ment is to be used.

But it’s not just those who use
the machines who need training.
Regular and proper maintenance
by a competent mechanic not
only keeps the machine working
at peak efficiency, it also helps
prevent a drop in safety levels.

Very few mowers built 10 years
ago had safety switches to shut
down the engine should the oper-
ator leave the seat with the cut-
ting units or transmission
engaged. It is therefore important
that hydraulic valves and their
actuating linkages receive regular
maintenance to ensure that they
do what they are supposed to,
particularly those controlling
power to moving parts.

It is not unknown for a valve to
stick, releasing itself without
warning while adjustments are
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being made to the cutting units.
For safety’s sake and whenever
practicable, always switch off the
engine when servicing or adjust-
ing any moving component. This
advice applies to all powered
machines.

If one needs to be close to mov-
ing parts in work, always wear
proper safety protective clothing
and ensure that all appropriate
safety requirements are observed.
There are also additional, specific
rules for those using grinding
wheels.

Although most modern
hydraulic ride-on mowers incor-
porate seat safety switches, it is
important that these are kept in
good condition and are properly
adjusted. They have been incor-
porated within the machine for a
specific purpose and should be
checked for proper function as
part of the regular service and
maintenance routine.

A similar proviso applies to
power take-off guards, a vital, but
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Power take-off guards should be in place, in good condition and regularly
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maintained. Ensure that their restraining chains are securely fastened in work

often neglected safety compo-
nent. Apart from checking on
condition and fit, it is important
that the guard is greased regu-
larly to ensure that the drive shaft
within can rotate smoothly and
that the restraining chains at
either end are in place and
securely attached to non-moving
parts of the power unit and the
machine. This will prevent the
guard from rotating with the
shaft, minimising the risk of
clothing or any other loose mate-
rial being caught by the guard.
Turf machinery manufacturers
go to great lengths to ensure that

their machines are safe for the
purposes for which they are
intended.

Never by-pass or ‘short circuit’
a safety measure in an attempt to
speed up a job or “make life eas-
ier”. Always look for the safest
method of carrying out a task,
keep the operator’s manual at
hand and, if in any doubt, call the
supplying dealer or the manufac-
turer for advice.

It is in their interest that end
users get the maximum out of
their machines — but that must
never be at the expense of
safety.

EARTH SHATTERING!

The Huxley Soil Reliever

- the ultimate in deep compaction relief for
all soils beneath all sports turf surfaces.

once a week.

in the business.

HUXLEYS

AD
REF GRASS MACHINERY
60

Suitable for most turf tractors from 30hp upwards.
Rapid tine action ensures a cleaner, quicker finish.
Reduced maintenance - greasing required just

Rugged steel construction for a long working life.
Available in a choice of 60" or 80" working widths
with /6", '/2", %4", 7/s" or 1" solid tines or /", 34", 1"
or 1'/4" coring tines. Maximum tine depth: 14"..
Backed by probably the best after-sales service

HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY LTD

The Dean, New Alresford,
Hampshire SO24 9BL
Tel: 01962 733222
Fax: 01962 734702
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5 Simpson Road,
East Mains Industrial Estate, Broxburn,
West Lothian EH52 5AU
Tel: 01506 856968 Fax: 01506 856086




