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BIGGA's new National Chairman is the 
youngest yet but he has all the 
credentials. He met Scott MacCal lum at 
Gay Hill GC where he is Course Manager. 

BIGGA's new Chairman is, at 38, the youngest 
to rise to the position in the nine years the 
Association has been in existence. But what 
Dean Cleaver lacks in years he more than 
makes up for in his experience of the industry 
and the Association and the commitment and 
enthusiasm he will bring to the job makes him 
ideally suited to the role. 

For despite his "tender years" you could say 
he's been groomed for job for many years - 21 
to be exact. 

"I was a committee member of the BGGA at 
17 and Chairman of the Section at 21," he 
explains. "I've also been Treasurer and Secre-
tary of the Section and have been Chairman of 
Education for the Midland Region." 

"Becoming National Chairman is one of the 
greatest honours I've had in my career," said 
Dean, as he sat in the clubhouse of the Gay Hill 
Golf Club for which he is Course Manager. 
"Hopefully other young people will look to me 
as the youngest Chairman and will see that they 
too can work towards the success of the Associa-
tion. You don't have to be old to contribute. 



groomed for the role 
"Even in the first few weeks people have 

said how nice it is to see someone young as 
Chairman. 

"It's quite stimulating and if it helps get 
more young people coming through it would 
be a big achievement. 

Ironically, the man who launched Dean into 
a career in greenkeeping was Paddy McCar-
ron, BIGGA National Chairman in 1989. 

"I was quite lucky because Paddy pushed 
me into doing a lot of things in terms of taking 
responsibility for a job on the golf course and 
bearing in mind I was only in my teens it was 
superb experience." 

Dean has looked up to Paddy ever since and 
their paths have taken a remarkably similar 
path. "When he gave up the job of Section 
Treasurer it was me who took his place, when 
I came onto the Regional Board 12 years later 
it was Paddy's position I took again and when 
he stepped down as BIGGA representative on 
the GTC it was me who took his shoes again. 
Now I have followed him as National Chair-
man." 

The two men still keep in touch and Paddy, 
who is still at the Leicestershire Golf Club 
when Dean began his career, is delighted for 
his protege. 

It might have been another career that Dean 

was making his name in if things had only 
been slightly different. 

"I had a trial for Leicester City in the early 
'70s as a left winger but wasn't quite good 
enough. That was just after Peter Shilton had 
left the club but when they had players of the 
quality of Frank Worthington and Keith Weller 
at Filbert Street." 

He continued to play Senior League football 
in the Leicestershire area but much preferred 
the atmosphere of the pub team he played for 
and gave up the serious stuff after a season. 
He was only in his early 20s. 

"I was also a decent athlete and finished 
second and third in the County Champi-
onships at the 100 and 200 metres while I also 
a decent tennis player. I've never taken my 
golf seriously although I've been told I could 
get down to single figures and I have to say 
that's still an ambition. 

"It's just time and I already spend a lot of 
time at the course in any case and on top of 
what I do for BIGGA with a young family it's 
not fair if all my time goes in one direction." 

Wife Linda and sons James, 10, and Daniel, 
8, have been used to dad devoting so much 
time to the Association. 

"I got married to Linda at 21 just before I 
became Head Greenkeeper at Rugby GC so 

she's always been involved. It's just that it's 
got more and more. 

"I had to do a lot of travelling because 
Rugby was borderline between Midland and 
East Midland Sections so in most cases it was 
at least an hour's travelling and sometimes 
nearly two hours. But I did it because it was 
what I wanted to do and I felt I got great ben-
efit from it." 

He first joined the Board of Management 
three years ago and was designated his pet 
subject of Education as a responsibility and he 
was Education Sub Committee Chairman for 
two years. He spent last year as Vice Chair-
man to Barry Heaney. 

"Barry has been a great ambassador and 
really enjoyed his year. He met so many won-
derful people and feels that in a small way 
feels he's contributed to making the Associa-
tion better. That's what I want to do." 

Dean also enjoys the full support of Gay Hill 
Golf Club in what will undoubtedly be - and 
has already been - a demanding year. 

"I met with the Captain, the Chairman and 
Chairman of Green and told them I'd been 
offered the Chairmanship, that I wanted to do 
it and what it would involve for the club. I 
stressed that I wanted them to be a part of it. 
Their attitude was tremendous. They 
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There's one performer on the course who can be counted on 

to turn in a matchless exhibition time after time. 

And that's the Reelmaster 2300-D. 

This greenkeeper knows he can rely 

on Toro's new dedicated tees mower to 

give a precision cut around bunkers, 

greens, tees, collars and approach areas. An 

excellent choice for intermediate roughs, tackling all 

kinds of grass and terrain, 

including early morning wet grass, it's ideal 

for sports fields too. 

All new in design, engine, drive, main-

frame and more, this trim mower boasts a 

hydraulic reel system with variable speeds 

and comes complete with backlapping for 
Variable speed and backlappiw controls. r 

r r r 6 ease or maintenance. 

If you appreciate a precise cut, give us a call and 

we'll walk your course with you and recommend 

the best machine for your needs. 

You can trust Toro expertise and quality. 

Simply te lephone 0 1 4 8 0 4 7 6 9 7 1 and w e l l Bringing perfection 

arrange for a local dealer to contact you. to play. 
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ON THE RIGHT 
COURSE 

Uniform size of 
particles is essential 

in resisting 
compaction. 

Consistency of the growing medium is the key to superior greens 
and tees, which is why Rufford place such importance on the 

uniform particle size and the quality of all our sand/soil products 
from Rootzone mixes to 
Top-dressing mediums. 
With Rufford you know they must 
be the best, because 
# Materials are constantly checked. 
# All dressings are heat treated. 
# Uniform particle size. 
# Soil analysis service. 
# Guaranteed quality. 
# Professional advice. 

Of course, achieving such consistently high 
quality products is only possible when the 

technical aspects of each sand/soil mix is under 
the tightest control. Again an area in which Rufford is uniquely 
qualified, not only operating our own quarries, 
but with in-house laboratories constantly monitoring their output. 

Call us today and find 
out why greenkeepers 

throughout the country 
rely on Rufford 

for quality and service 
second to none. 

Tel: 0161 877 8550 
Fairway House, South Stage, 

Broadway, Salford Quays, 
Manchester, M5 2UQ. 

Fax: 0161 877 8554 

Rufford 
T O P - D R E S S S U P P L I E S 

Top 
Dressings 

Fine,medium 
and coarse 

Sands Wide range, for 
bunkers to greens 

Rootzone 
Mix 

Standard U.S.G.A. or 
made to order mixes 

Screened 
Soil 

Fully screened and 
shredded 

Divot 
Mixes 

Especially blended for golf 
tees & fairway divotins 

Over to you: Dean is congratu la ted on becoming BIGGA Chai rman by his 
predecessor, Barry Heaney 

The formation of the European 
Greenkeepers Association is 
another important issue' 
congratulated me and we sorted 
out the time it would involve and 
they've been agreeable to it. I've 
also been asked a lot of questions 
by the members about what I will, 
and have, been doing." 

Dean's career took him from his 
early years under the wing of 
Paddy McCarron at the Leicester-
shire Golf Club to Rugby where he 
spent 10 years, eight and a half of 
them as Head Greenkeeper - "I 
went there in the knowledge I 
would take over when the Head 
Greenkeeper retired 18 months 
later." 

From there and despite what he 
describes as "among the best 
times I've had" he decided on a 
move and was appointed Head 
Greenkeeper at Stratford-on-Avon 
GC. 

"I told them I wasn't prepared 
to start immediately and for a 
three month period I travelled 
from Rugby to Stratford one day a 
week. Rugby were appreciative of 
that and when I left they pre-
sented me with a painting." 

He was at Stratford for five 
years before becoming Course 
Manager at Gay Hill, a lovely 
parkland course just south of 
Birmingham. 

Since taking over the Chairman-
ship at BTME in January he has 
attended the GCSAA Conference 
in Orlando and had the opportu-
nity to visit Augusta National for a 
few hours. 

"It was always an ambition of 
mine to visit Augusta. I know it's 
caused problems for greenkeepers 

with members seeing the immacu-
late conditions on television but 
I've collected information on the 
course and to visit it was just won-
derful." 

There are a few things in the 
BIGGA melting pot which Dean 
feels require addressing in his year 
in office. 

"I think we have to look seri-
ously at the Headquarters accom-
modation problem. It's not 
something we'd like to do, it's 
something we need to do. It's not 
fair on the people we employ and 
it does not help the professional 
image of the Association that we 
have to work in the conditions we 
do. 

"The formation of the new 
European Greenkeepers Associa-
tion is another important issue as 
it will give us one voice in Europe. 
If we get this off the ground it will 
be tremendous because like it or 
not it's not just about us, it's about 
Europe. We're an extended fam-
ily." 

An hour in the company of 
Dean Cleaver and you are left 
with the feeling that BIGGA is in 
safe hands and he will hand over 
the reins in a year's time with the 
Association in rude health. 

"A lot of people have worked 
hellishly hard to get where we've 
got in establishing BIGGA includ-
ing Walter Woods, Jack McMillan 
and Paddy. 

"I know these people are 
pleased with the direction the 
Association is going and we 
mustn't let them down." 


