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Contents 
Meeting the 
challenge 
Mentmore's Head 
Greenkeeper Mark Ellis 
and his team are slowly 
winning their fight against 
heavy clay soils on their 
two courses. And if you think Mark's face is familiar, look again. 
You might indeed recognise him P a g e s 40-41 

Irish eyes are smiling 
Fintan Brennan is the new Toro/PGA European Tour Student 
Greenkeeper of the Year after a hard fought contest which could 
have seen any one of the finalists the winner .... P a g e s 10-11 

One man went to mow 
Rabbits used to be the erratic and unreliable means of keeping 
turf short enough on which to play golf... until along came the 
mower. Roland Taylor charts its history P a g e s 18-19 

Looking forward to BTME 97 
There's only a month or so to go until all eyes focus on 
Harrogate for yet another record-breaking BTME. We look 
ahead to what's in store P a g e s 21 -30 

Regular features 
BIGGA in focus BIGGA is about to reach a memorable landmark - the Associ-
ation will be ten years old in January. Neil Thomas reports Page 4 
N e w s Big-hearted greenkeepers raise cash for charity... SISIS stalwart retires 
after 36 years... others reach 25 years and are still going strong... the new 
BIGGA recommended salary scale... all the news from our industry..Pages 5, 7, 9 
E d u c a t i o n A year which began with the Learning Experience in Harrogate is 
about to end with that same prospect in sight. Ken Richardson reflects on the 
achievements of 1996 and looks ahead to new challenges in 1997 Page 10 

Cover 
Fintan Brennan, this year's Toro/PGA 
European Tour Student Greenkeeper of 
the Year Picture by Frank Gavin 

£50 CASH IN OUR 
BUYER'S GUIDE 
COMPETITION: 
TURN TO PAGE 44 

G r e e n k e e p e r E d u c a t i o n and Development^Fund 
The Fund provides the key to the future for greenkeeper, golf club 
and gar.ie. Individuals and companies can join the Golden Key Circle 
and Silver Key Circle. For details, contact BIGGA on 01347 838581. 

GOLDEN KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: 
• Hardi Ltd • Hayter Ltd • Hepworth Minerals & Chemicals Ltd 
• Jacobsen E-Z-Go Textron • John Deere Ltd • Kubota UK Ltd 
• Levington Horticulture Ltd • Miracle Professional • Mommersteeg 

International • Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd • H Pattisson & Co Ltd 
• Ransomes • Rhone Poulenc Amenity • Rigby Taylor Ltd 
• Supaturf Products Ltd • The Toro Company 

SILVER KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: 
• Avoncrop Amenity Products • Fenchurch Insurance Brokers Ltd • Rolawn Ltd 
• Sisis Equipment Ltd 

BIGGA 
( .( )l I )l N Kl \ 
and SILVER KB 

( IRC l i s 
Don't forget to pre-register for BTME 97 - complete and return the pre-paid card inserted in this issue 

FREE READER 
REPLY S E R V I C E 

Use the post-paid 
Reader Reply 
Card fac ing 
Page 2 for 
further 
in format ion on 
the products and 
serv ices 
adver t ised in this 
issue. Just s ta te 
the companies ' Ad 
Ref numbers , post the card to us 
and we' l l a r range for further 
in format ion to be sent to you 
direct . 

ADVERTISERS 1 I N D E X 
a quick re ference guide 

Ad Ref Page 
Al len Power 126 8 
BAGCC 185 1 2 
Char terhouse 1 3 0 3 3 
C leve land S i tesafe 56 8 
Envigro 5 2 9 17 
J D Greasley 4 6 1 25 
Hayters 9 0 5 6 
Industr ial Power Units 5 2 2 7 ,15 , 

4 3 
Major Equipment 4 1 9 15 
Mar iwood 501 2 2 
Massey Ferguson 4 7 6 24 
Nature First 4 3 3 8 
Nor th Staffs Irr igat ion 2 1 7 28 
H Patt issons 3 5 2 2 
Ransomes 9 13 
Rhöne Poulenc 59 27 
Scot ts 161 55 
Serv ice Chemica ls 3 0 4 31 
Sewards 4 5 28 
Standard Golf 4 2 1 20 
Terra Firma 5 3 4 16 
T IL I rr igat ion 4 1 2 17 
Ti ldenet 3 7 9 2 2 
Ti l lers TVirf 2 9 2 2 2 
Vi tax 139 26 
Wate rmat ion 3 3 20 
Weed Free 504 3 0 
Buyer's Guide • 44 -48 
Classif ied • 4 9 
Job Shop • 4 9 
Recru i tment • 50 -53 

A D V E R T I S I N G W O R K S 
I N G R E E N K E E P E R 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L : 

^ ^ We're impressed w i t h 
the amount of overseas 

^ ^ response w e rece ive 
f rom our adver t is ing in 
G r e e n k e e p e r 
In ternat iona l 

- ERIC H U N T E R , 
Managing Director, 
Cric Hunter Grinders Ltd 

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL: 
J a m e s McEvoy, Louise Lunn or 
A m a n d a F r e e m a n at BIGGA HQ 
on 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 8 5 8 1 . 

mailto:general@bigga.co.uk
mailto:timmoat@headline-comm.co.uk



