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How do I tackle Pearlwort? 
Although I am not a member of 
the Greenkeeping profession. I 
have been a subscriber of your 
excellent publication for the last 
three years. My interest in green-
keeping stems mainly f rom the 
fact that I have converted both my 
domestic lawns into putt ing 
greens. 

Each of the greens are managed 
similarly to that of a 'real' golf 
green ie. mowing with a profes-
sional Certes mower, aeration, fer-
tilising etc. and to date the swards 
comprise mainly of the desirable 
Bents and Fescues. The Ph of the 
soil currently stands at 5.6. 

However, over the last couple of 
years I have witnessed an alarm-
ing increase in the weed identified 
as Pearlwort. Despite various 
applications of lawn sand and 

weedkiller, the Pearlwort contin-
ues to return, of ten as small 
patches that spread vigorously to 
become much larger. 

I have contacted a number of 
organisations including the Sports 
Turf Research Institute, but as yet, 
I am unable to find a logical 
explanation for the appearance of 
this t iresome weed. I would he 
most grateful if you could print 
this letter in part or in full 
through your letters page, in the 
hope that one of your knowledge-
able readers may be able to offer 
me advice on the cultural control 
of Pearlwort. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Cristian L. Jeffrey 
The Gables, 90 Burntwood Rd, 
Hammerwich, Burntwood, 
Staffs, WS7 OJW 

Forest Pines invests 
in John Deere kit 
Forest Pines Golf Club, a new 27-
hole championship golf course,in 
north Lincolnshire, has invested in 
a range of 16 John Deere 

Turf grass 
Council to 
close down 
At the AGM of the National 
Turfgrass Council delegates 
voted unanimously that "the 
NTC must cease to function at 
the earliest practicable 
opportunity". This brings to an 
end a period of 15 very 
successful years of operation. 

Over that period the main 
activities focused on training 
and education to 
representation on various 
official bodies. The need for 
such events has largely been 
taken over by other more 
specific organisations, often 
members of NTC anyway, and 
the objects for which Council 
was first established do not 
now meet the requirements of 
industry. 

The balance in reserve 
account will be directed into a 
special fund to perpetuate the 
memory of the late John 
Shildrick, Chief Executive of 
the NTC from 1980-1994. 

machines worth nearly £165,000. 
The equipment was chosen, 

af ter tenders, by Forest Pines 
Course Manager David Norton 
and his team of 10 greenkeepers 
plus mechanic. 

David was Toro/PGA European 
Tour Student Greenkeeper of the 
Year in 1990/91 , when he was at 
Beverley & East Riding Golf Club, 
and progressed via the Mid-York-
shire Golf Club at Pontefract to 
The Belfry, where he was Head 
Greenkeeper for the 1992 English 
Open and 1993 Ryder Cup, before 
moving to Forest Pines. 

He first used John Deere equip-
ment at the Mid-Yorkshire, and 
has liked the machines ' quality of 
cut and performance ever since. 

Dr Wolfgang Kumpf, lawn & 
grounds care equipment director 
for Britain and Europe, flew across 
f rom Deere & Company's Euro-
pean Office in Germany formally 
to hand over the new machines to 
David. 

Forest Pines' new range has 
been supplied by Ground care 
(Lincoln), one of John Deere's old-
est grounds care dealers, and 
includes: a 3235 fairways mower; 
two 2243D diesel greens mowers; 
two 2653A diesel utility tees 
mowers; six 220 walk-behind 
greens cylinder mowers; one 
F1145 front mower with 1.8m 
rotary deck; two Gator 6 x 4 util-
ity vehicles; two 1 200A bunker 
rakes. 

Levington Turfclear® the double act ion worm 
control and fungicide for clean and healthy turf. 
Banishes casting worms and Fusarium Patch from 
all playing surfaces in one cost-saving operation. 

• Contains the most effective worm-cast control 
agent available. 

• Systemic fungicidal action wi thout risk of 
damage to fine turf. 

• Unaffected by rain or irrigation. 

• Original flowable formulation now available in 
800ml and 5L packs to suit all needs. 

• Turfc lear WDG provides convenient , pre-
measured, water so luble sachets of 
water-dispersable granules to increase user 
safety and ensure accurate dosing. 

ALTOGETHER AN UNBEATABLE COMBINATION 
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If you would like to know more please call our 
Technical Services Manager on 01473 830492 or 

contact your local Area Sales Manager: 
South - Chris Briggs 

Tel: 0378 603103 (mobile) or 01273 675966 
North - Roger Moore 

Tel: 0378 603052 (mobile) or 01382 710076 
Scotland - Craig McClymont 

Tel: 0378 603050 (mobile) or 01383 851007 

Read the label before you buy: use pesticides safely. 
TURFCLEAR contains carbendazim. TURFCLEAR is a registered Trade Mark and 
THE LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE is a Trade Mark of Levington Horticulture Ltd. 
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