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Free air miles 
...from Hardi 

The free flow of air through the soil 
is an essential requirement for the 
development of healthy, dense turf. 

Compaction of the soil restricts the 
passage of air, together with moisture 
and nutrients to the grass roots and is 

i C i V a m a ' o r c a u s e 

f j ^ r of plant stress. 

Coremaster 12 
Fully adjustable tine 

„ , depth from 0-4" 
Coremaster 12 with (100mmyAny 

its fully adjustable combination of tine 
pattern and depth is 

aeration system will possible. 

break through compacted soil to a 
depth of up to 4" (100 mm) introducing 
some 8 miles of air passages to an area 
of just 500 square metres. 

Gentle on greens, yet fast on fairways, 
Coremaster 12 offers a wide range of 
tine sizes, patterns and coring depths to 
accommodate varying turf situations 
and operating conditions. 

Mounted on the rear of a compact 
tractor it's high speed action will allow 
18 greens to be treated in just one day. 

Air travel, made easy by Greencare. 

Coremaster 6 ^ j r 
Walk-behind machine options also available. 
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We've got it covered 
For more details or the name of your nearest 

distributor call 

01455 233811 
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Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund 
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Uncle Sam and 
the Forest 
US Open-like conditions 
are expected at the Forest 
of Arden, venue for the 
Alamo English Open. The 
reason? To prepare the 
European Tour's stars for their Atlantic trip. Scott MacCallum 
talks with the man charged with the task Pages 33-37 

High flyer and the Double Eagle 
Ohio's Double Eagle club has been voted second best 
conditioned course in the United States. English greenkeeper 
Chris Knowles gives his impressions Pages 12-15 

Advances in turf production 
Better standards of greenkeeping has helped drive the changes 
in methods of cultivated turf production. Derek Edwards 
examines how the industry has moved forward..Pages 21 -24 

A cut above... or below 
Brushcutters, strimmers and hedgetrimmers come under the 
spotlight as Hugh Tilley canvasses opinion from the people who 
know them best - working greenkeepers Pages 38-43 

BIGGA in focus Neil Thomas questions why the arrival of spring and the US 
Masters Tournament has to generate so much tension on UK courses Page 4 
News Golf course owners form their own association; BTME 97 off to a great 
start; farewell to seed stalwart - all the news from our industry..Pages 5, 7, 8, 52 
Education Ken Richardson gives details of this autumn's supervisory manage-
ment training courses at Aldwark Manor, where greenkeepers at all levels can 
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WE SAY 

Is there a spring in 
your heels? 

It is a Monday morning early in 

April, the morning after the 
night before. Yes it's that Monday 
morning, when, like millions of 
others, you have spent the previ-
ous evening viewing the final 
exciting stages of the Masters 
from the Augusta National. The 
Golf Course was at its majestic 
best, the weather was glorious, 
the flowers in full bloom and the 
golf quite breathtaking on fast, 
true greens. If you suddenly have 
the feel-good factor then you can 
be assured that your golf club 
members have that very same 
feeling as they make their way to 
the golf club just hours after wit-
nessing the idyllic setting of 
Augusta. So everything in the 
garden, or should I say golf 
course, is lovely, or is it? When 
you wake up on that Monday 
morning at the crack of dawn, the 
first you hear is a howling gale 
and the rain thudding against the 
window. It's the first signs of a 
bad day at the office. It's been a 
cold spring and the grass isn't 
growing, your maintenance bud-
get has been cut and you've had 
to shed a member of staff. At the 
first tee a delay is already appar-
ent as members grapple with the 
adverse conditions. Their enthusi-
asm, galvanised by the events of 
the previous evening, is rapidly 
being tempered in the wind and 
the rain. Out on the course the 
greens are already gathering 
water and then you spot the Cap-
tain and Chairman of Green in 
the second four-ball already held 
up. There is no longer any feel-
good factor but an overwhelming 
feeling of stress. Spring may have 
sprung but this is a very different 
world to the one you witnessed 
only a few hours ago and where 
have the good times gone? 

Why is it then that the coming 
of spring and the Masters Tourna-
ment is invariably accompanied 
by tension among the greenkeep-
ing fraternity? For many green-
keepers it assumes the stressful 
proportions of the "Augusta Syn-
drome". In many ways, of course, 
this is purely illusory, and 
Augusta merely focuses attention 
on a particular time in the year 
when members enthusiasm and 
expectations are high for the new 
season, while greenkeepers under 

BIGGA in focus 
BY NEIL THOMAS 

pressure from budget and staffing 
restrictions are invariably coming 
out of a winter period which has 
been wet, cold and unyielding in 
terms of preparing the golf course 
to members' expectations. 

On the one hand then, mem-
bers expectations for their golf 
course, while on the other the tri-
als and tribulations of the green-
keeping staff. It's not long before 
the Chairman of Green is under 
pressure on the one hand from 
members seeking instant solu-
tions to transform their 
windswept, sodden, under-pre-
pared golf course while on the 
other, the greenkeepers are seek-
ing his understanding and sup-
port as they work within the 
limitations of weather and often 
inadequate budgets and staffing. 
In turn the Captain comes under 
pressure. An improvement in the 
weather can help but the climate 
cannot be guaranteed. If matters 
continue to deteriorate, it may 
well be only a matter of months 
before the die is cast and another 
Course Manager/Head Green-
keeper bites the dust. This all has 
an air of inevitability about it and 
yet is it really inevitable? Surely 
in this day and age these are 
issues which an enlightened golf 
club can tackle constructively and 
resolve. Alternatively are they in 
fact issues of this day and age with 
its pressures and demands which 
did not exist in anything like this 
measure in days gone by and 
where there is no will to resolve? 

I come down on the side of the 
former and many of the problems 
can be alleviated through com-
munication. This is needed 
throughout the club and it does 

not begin on that notorious Mon-
day morning in April. It is a 12 
month process. Let's take the 
Course Manager/Head Green-
keeper first. How often does he 
speak with members in a social 
context - on the golf course, in 
the clubhouse or perhaps even 
the car park? Does he utilise the 
members' notice board to pass on 
information on course conditions, 
alterations and improvements? 
What provision is there for the 
holding of workshops for mem-
bers where they can be informed 
of the capital and maintenance 
budgets, of the work programme 
and of any proposals for improve-
ments to the golf course? Is there 
regular contact with the Chair-
man of Green and close liaison 
with the club secretary? Is there a 
good working relationship with 
the club professional for he is in 
regular contact with members? 
There are avenues then which 
can and must be utilised by the 
Course Manager/Head Green-
keeper to get his message across. 
If he and his staff are then seen to 
be working to the club's approved 
programme to the best of their 
ability within their budget and 
staffing resources and given that 
members have been provided 
with the facts, then much criti-
cism will begin to dissipate. 

Then there is the role of Chair-
man of Green and his Committee. 
It is their duty to communicate 
with the greenkeeping staff and 
subsequently through the club's 
committee structure to the gen-
eral membership. They can also 
communicate with members in a 
social context while playing golf. 
The partnership of the Chairman 

of Green and Course Manager/ 
Head Greenkeeper is a vital one 
and must be worked at by both 
parties. Quite often it is the 
breakdown in this relationship 
which precipitates trouble. This 
breakdown can often be the 
result of member pressure which 
in turn undermines the Chairman 
of Green's position. He needs to 
be someone who shows an empa-
thy with greenkeeping and green-
keepers and, who, without 
instant knowledge, is prepared to 
learn in his role. There needs to 
be a long term commitment by 
him and his club to that role for 
continuity is all important in a 
successful relationship with the 
Course Manager/Head Green-
keeper. Again, the Chairman of 
Green's communication with the 
Captain is important for the latter 
will change annually and his 
enthusiasm for all things to be 
perfect during his year must be 
tempered by a degree of realism 
not least in matters appertaining 
to the golf course. 

It is my belief that poor and in 
some cases non-existent commu-
nication is the root cause of many 
of the problems faced by green-
keepers and the "Augusta Syn-
drome" merely highlights this fact 
in April each year. If the relevant 
people are prepared to work at 
this vital aspect of running a golf 
club then there will be much less 
stress and heartache all round. It 
certainly won't resolve all the 
problems but it may enable those 
charged with the responsibility 
for maintaining the golf course to 
sleep a little better at night and 
even to appreciate perhaps the 
first joys of spring. 

Meet Lisa, BIGGA's latest recruit 
Lisa Walls is the latest 
recruit to the BIGGA 
staff at Headquarters 
at Aldwark Manor. 
Seventeen year-old 
Lisa joined as a cleri-
cal assistant at the 

beginning of March and is combining 
her new job with an NVQ Level 2 
Business Administration Course in 
York. 

Although currently living in Linton-
on-Ouse, where her father is in the 

RAF, Lisa has spent time all over the 
country. She has also lived abroad 
and was living with her family in 
Kuwait when Iraq invaded. Lisa was 
among the children met by Saddam 
Hussain when he attempted his infa-
mous televised propaganda exercise. 

Now back home her interests are 
more mundane and include horse 
riding, swimming, reading, dancing 
and singing - where her Karaoke 
skills will be a superb addition to the 
BIGGA Girls at next year's BTME. 



NEWS 
Seed trade 
bids fond 
farewell to 
Jonathan 
Jonathan Franks has retired after 
20 years with British Seed Houses 
and a total of 32 years in the seed 
trade. 

He joined SISIS Equipment Ltd 
in 1962 when the company was 
known as William Hargreaves Ltd 
and moved to Twyford Seeds, 
where he worked alongside Jim 
Arthur in 1967. He joined British 
Seed Houses in 1977. 

Since then he has been 
responsible for advising on grass 
seed mixtures not only in the UK 
but also in mainland Europe and 
the Middle East. He is also 
credited with introducing 
Creeping Bents into the UK when 
the species was sown on the 
greens at Badgemore Park at 
Henley. 

During his two decades with 
the British Seed Houses Jonathan 
has seen the company supply 
grass seed for 230 new golf 
courses, including major projects 
such as The Belfry, St Mellion, 
Collingtree Park, East Sussex 
National, The Wisley, The 
Buckinghamshire, The 
Oxfordshire and Bearwood Lakes. 

In his retirement Jonathan has 
become secretary to the British 
Association of Golf Course 
Constructors and a judge for the 
Britain in Bloom competition. He 
also hopes to spend more time fly 
fishing. 

Martin Bond, of Elmwood College, Cupar, Fife, and a finalist last 
year in the Toro/PGA European Tour Student Greenkeeper of 

the Year, has been awarded the Barenbrug Certificate of Excellence 
for his outstanding performance in his college work. 

At the prize giving he was presented with the certificate and a book 
token by Barenbrug Area Manager Adrian Ellis while he was also con-
gratulated on his performance by David Miller, Chairman of 
SCOTVEC, and Carol Borthwick of Elmwood College. 

"It is reassuring to see colleges such as Elmwood and students 
such as Martin ensuring quality well into the next century. So it is 
always a pleasure for us at Barenbrug to reward particularly out-
standing achievements whenever we can," said Adrian. 

Golf course 
owners form 
Association 
The Association of Golf Course 
Owners has been formed to 
provide members with informa-
tion on subjects ranging from 
VAT, clubhouse repairs, insur-
ance etc. 

The Association has been 
formed by golf coach and 
course owner Vivien Saunders 
and among its aims are to pro-
duce a bi-monthly newsletter; 
put together an advisory panel 

BTME 1997 is off to a roar-
H i ing start with yellow forms 
flooding through the letter box at 
BIGGA HQ. Over 100 companies 
have already rebooked stand 
space. Remaining space is limited 
so please contact Louise Lunn 
Tel: 01347 838581. Don't miss out 
on Europe's largest indoor turf 
show. Book your space now. 

covering aspects of managing a 
golf course; hold seminars in 
greenkeeping, golf course man-
agement, clubhouse manage-
ment, food and drink, 
marketing and advertising; 
encourage machinery share or 
exchange between members 
and negotiate special dis-
counted rates and special pro-
motions in various aspects of 
the business. 

It is a non-profit making 
organisation set up for golf club 
proprietors and operators, 
including pay-as-you-play 
courses. 

It aims to provide them with 
a single voice and to promote 
member clubs to a wider golf-
ing public, to help increase 
income and public awareness 
and encourage new golfers to 
the game. 

FLYING DIVOTS 
• Following several attempts 
to misuse both the STRI name 
and logo, the STRI has taken 
legal action to protect the use 
made of both. 

"It is not STRI's practice to 
state that it approves any 
product, and it is further 
practice only to allow any 
client receiving their results 
from STRI to use those results 
for promotional purposes only 
with STRI's permission and 
subject to a suitable 
undertaking being entered 
into by that client," explained 
Mike Canaway, Chief 
Executive. 

STRI is sure that its clients 
recognise the importance of 
this, not only to the Institute, 
but for the industry generally. 
It therefore wishes to assure 
everyone that its protection 
policy will be rigorously 
applied and invites anyone to 
notify it if any breaches of this 
policy come to light in the 
future. 
• Avoncrop Amenity 
Products has opened a depot 
at Eastern Way, Bracknell, 
Berks to service London and 
the Home Counties. The new 
depot holds a wide range of 
fertilisers, chemicals, grass 
seed, marking materials and 
sundries. For further details 
please contact the depot 
manager Johanna Feltham 
Tel: 01344 426600. 
• Rolawn has opened a new 
depot on the Hillier Garden 
Centre at Sunningdale in 
Berkshire. 

"Rolawn's delivery service 
will get even better because 
the M3, M4 and M25 will be 
easier to reach and therefore 
Rolawn Turf will get to our 
customers much faster," said 
Terry Ryan, Sales and 
Marketing Director. 

• Richard Whyman, Head 
Greenkeeper of Bude and 
North Cornwall GC receives a 
BIGGA gift voucher for £150 
from Allan Stow, Technical 
Sales Adviser for Vitax. 
Richard's name was pulled 
out of the hat by BIGGA 
Chairman Dean Cleaver at 
BTME 96 earlier this year. 



T h e p o w e r s y s t e m i c 

Double action Vitesse is a brand new and 

powerful concept in the fight against turf 

disease. 

It has a unique combination of two active 

ingredients - carbendazim, a proven and 

effective systemic fungicide and iprodione, a 

contact fungicide which gets to work from the 

moment you spray. 

It is instantly effective against Fusarium patch, 

Red thread, Anthracnose, Pink patch and 

Timothy leaf spot. 

Which makes new Vitesse the faster way to 

fight turf disease in the growing season. 

Vitesse 

fP RHÔNE-POULENC 
Rhône Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119 

VITESSE CONTAINS CARBENDAZIM AND IPRODIONE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 06537) 

THE POWERFUL NEW WAY TO FIGHT TURF DISEASE 



Another 'Oscar' for BIGGA magazine 
BIGGA's prestigious monthly 
magazine Greenkeeper Interna-
tional has again been praised in a 
trade journals competition, win-
ning a Certificate of Merit award 
in the Magazine of the Year cate-
gory against stiff competition. 

It is the third year in a row that 
the magazine has collected an 

accolade, this year at a regional 
awards ceremony in Manchester. 

Judges were looking for edito-
rial excellence and high stan-
dards of design, and with 
Greenkeeper International they 
were impressed with the direct 
way the magazine addressed its 
target audience. "Clearly it is giv-

ing readers what they want," said 
one judge. "Its pagination and 
paper quality give it a 'feel good' 
factor and a bright, lively cover 
adds to a favourable first impres-
sion. Any readership survey is 
likely to confirm that the maga-
zine provides its specialist sub-
scribers with a jolly good read." 

Space age arrives 
in Loch Lomond 
Loch Lomond Golf Club has 
found a novel way to create a dry 
environment to drill greens when 
the Scottish weather is not being 
too cooperative. 

A huge bubble, large enough to 
cover an entire green and inflated 
by a giant fan, arrived at the club 
at the beginning of February and 
has allowed Course Superinten-
dent Ken Siems and his staff to 
work on greens in dry conditions. 

At up to 10 feet high the bub-
ble is large enough for a tractor 
to drive inside the bubble. Known 
as the Liquid Sod Growing Dome 
it is 500 metres square in size and 
was produced by Jesse Johnson, 
of Liquid Sod. 

"It really has made a huge dif-

ference to what we have been 
able to do on the course," 
explained Ken, who is preparing 
for the Loch Lomond World Invi-
tational on the PGA European 
Tour in September. 

"We can take it down and erect 
it in three and a half hours so we 
are able to move it around quite 
easily." 

The Loch Lomond bubble is the 
first to have been put into active, 
commercial, service although pro-
totypes were tested at the London 
Golf Club, Stamford Bridge -
home of Chelsea FC and one of 
the courts at the All England Ten-
nis Club at Wimbledon. 

"They were really tests to see if 
the air pressure could hold the 

dome up and test the lightweight 
plastic." 

The bubble is weighed down at 
the sides by water ballast and the 
whole structure is held together 
by powerful velcro, allowing it to 
be reduced or extended in size. It 
is also strong enough for a man 
to walk over. 

As well as the ability to heat, 
the Dome can also be used in 
areas where the main aim is to 
keep an area cool by having a 
water mist going through the fan. 

"The Dome will withstand up 
to 35 mile an hour winds and we 
can make them up to 30,000 
square metres in size - about 
seven and a half acres," explained 
Jesse. 

HAYTER 
C H A L L E N G E 

Players 
continue 
to be 
named 
Last month we announced 
that Derek McJannet, 
Alexander Reid, Ian Buckley 
and Brian Mulholland would 
be representing the four 
home countries in the 
inaugural Hayter 
International Cup at West 
Lanes Golf Club on 
September 16. 

This month we can 
announce the names of the 
first international 
competitors to confirm their 
attendance. 

The GCSAA element of the 
The Americas team will 
comprise: Paul McGinnis, 
GCSAA Vice President; 
George Renault III, GCSAA 
Secretary/Treasurer; Gary 
Grigg, GCSAA Immediate 
Past President; Randy 
Nichols, Cherokee Town and 
Country Club, Atlanta 
Georgia; Jim Dusch, Atlanta 
National GC, Alpharetta, 
Georgia and Sam 
Williamson, Ojai Valley Inn 
and Country Club, Ojai, 
California. The non-playing 
captain will be Bruce 
Williams, the GCSAA 
President, while Steve Mona, 
GCSAA Chief Executive 
Officer will also attend. 

The Canadian element of 
the team will comprise 
Thom Charters, Robert 
Heron, Doug Meyer and 
Dean Morrison. 

Other competitors will be 
announced as the event 
draws nearer. 

With many bringing wives 
or partners to support their 
team a "Ryder Cup" 
atmosphere is guaranteed! 

The first of the Section 
qualifiers for the Hayter 
Challenge are currently 
being played. Any 
newsworthy events should 
be sent to Scott MacCallum 
at Headquarters for 
inclusion in the Hayter 
column. 

The final will be played at 
Fairhaven on September 18. 



Pat is new Vice Chairman 
Pat Murphy, of 
Shipley Golf Club in 
Bingley, West 
Yorkshire, is the 
new National Vice 
Chairman of 
BIGGA. Pat, who 

joined the Board of Management 
in 1995, is currently Chairman of 
the Education Sub Committee. 

"It came as a complete surprise 
when Dean Cleaver phoned me 

up and asked if I would be Vice 
Chairman. I nearly fell off my 
chair and was numb for quite a 
while after," said Pat. 

"My golf club is absolutely 
delighted. The President of 
Shipley Golf Club got up at the 
Northern Section Dinner and said 
how please they were that I'd 
been invited to be Vice Chairman 
and that the club was right 
behind me." 

Prestigious 
deal goes to 
Ransomes 
St Andrews Links Trust has 
appointed Ransomes as the exclu-
sive supplier of turf maintenance 
equipment and light utility vehi-
cles for its courses. 

Under the rolling three year 
agreement the Trust will pur-
chase only Ransomes, Cushman 
and Ryan equipment to maintain 
the six courses which form 
Europe's largest golf complex. 

"We are delighted to have 
signed this exclusive agreement 
with Ransomes," said Links Man-
ager Ian Forbes. 

"A major factor in selecting 
Ransomes was the company's 
commitment to golf through the 
design, manufacture and supply 
of first class maintenance machin-
ery." 

The agreement was secured by 
Ransomes with invaluable assis-
tance from local distributor, Scot-
tish Grass Machinery which will 
be responsible for the installation, 

servicing and maintenance of the 
equipment. 

"This is a great achievement for 
Ransomes and for Scottish Grass 
Machinery," said Managing Direc-
tor David Mclnroy. "With Glenea-
gles already committed to 
Ransomes, we have now secured 
exclusive agreements this year 
with two of the world's finest 
golfing locations." 

The new agreement follows on 
from another signed with Pebble 
Beach. 

St Andrews Links already has a 
number of Ransomes machines 
the most recent of which - a pair 
of Fairway 300 mowers - were 
used during last year's Open 
Championship. Among the first of 
the new machines to be delivered 
will be an E-Plex all-electric 
greens mower, which being virtu-
ally silent will enable an earlier 
start on greens close to the local 
hotels and houses. 

Mommersteeg turfgrass 
workshop was a sellout 

Twenty two greenkeepers 
recently attended a one 

day Turfgrass Workshop, organ-
ised by Mommersteeg Interna-
tional. The training course, 
which was the first of its kind to 
be arranged by the company, 
was held at the Welsh College of 
Horticulture. 

Course tutor Phil Davies, pic-
tured above, who is Mommer-
steeg's amenity seeds 
specialist, was encouraged by 
the response from the attending 
greenkeepers. "The North Wales 
section of BIGGA asked us if we 
would be prepared to hold the 
course and it was an over-
whelming success. 

"We were over subscribed, 
and the interest and participa-
tion from the greenkeepers was 
very encouraging. It acted as a 

useful refresher for many of the 
attendees who hadn't studied 
grass identification since their 
college days." 

The workshop included 
details on the breeding of 
grasses, identification, and 
selection of mixtures for differ-
ent golf course areas. 

In addition to the overall suc-
cess of the day, two attendees 
were assessed by an indepen-
dent assessor and verifier in 
accordance with the Green-
keeper Training Manual regula-
tions and were awarded passes. 

Mommersteeg provided a 
manual on the course contents 
and presented everyone with a 
certificate of attendance. The 
company is investigating hold-
ing similar events for greenkeep-
ers in other areas of the country. 

Cash boost 
Regional 
Administrator Bob 
Lupton, left, 
presents BIGGA 
Chairman Dean 
Cleaver with a i 
cheque for I 
£1,000 - raised 
by the Northern 
Region for the j 
Association's J, 
Building Fund. • 



The PGA European 
Tour Courses recommend 

Greenmaster for golf... 
Cert. No: FM 22810 

The Greenmaster® range of fine turf fertilisers has 
been accorded the unique distinction of being 
recommended by the PGA European Tour Course. 
This recognition is the result of the product's quality 
and constant performance when used on PGA 
European Tour Courses over several years. They 
recognise that the free flowing, lightweight granules 
ensure uniform turf coverage and quickly penetrate 
the sward leaving a clean finish, balanced turf 
growth and vibrant colour. 

... we also recommend it for cricket, 
bowls and lawn tennis too. 

Due to the consistent granule size all 
Greenmaster products are easy to apply with most 
types of mechanical spreader and the light coloured 
granules help avoid overlapped or missed areas. 
Giving you the best results and helping to reduce the 
risk of scorch or tide marks. 

So if you want a superior playing surface that 
really shows it's cared for, just ask the man from 
Levington, our technical advisor, on 01473 830492. 

¿ e v i m j t o n 
D I F F E R E N C E 

GREENMASTER is a regis tered T r a d e M a r k of Lev ing ton H o r t i c u l t u r e Ltd. 
T H E L E V I N G T O N DIFFERENCE is a T r a d e M a r k of Lev ing ton H o r t i c u l t u r e Ltd 

© Lev ing ton H o r t i c u l t u r e Ltd. 1996. 



BIGGA courses will help you 
develop greenkeeping career 
Some 250 greenkeepers have 

discovered that the BIGGA 
Supervisory Management train-
ing courses both at Aldwark 
Manor and in the Regions can 
provide them with skills and 
knowledge to make them better 
managers. 

These courses are not just for 
those in positions of management 
but also for the Head Greenkeep-
ers and Course Managers of the 
future. Several City and Guilds 
and N/SVQ qualified greenkeep-
ers have spoken about the excel-
lent practical skills that have been 
taught on these courses. 

Because of the very positive 
feedback received, we have 
decided to expand the range of 
courses for 1996/97. Information 
on the Aldwark Manor five-day 
residential courses is described in 
an insert in this magazine, which 
also acts as an application form. 
These courses, where costs have 
been kept to 1994 levels, cover 
the work that would take several 
local courses to complete. 

The courses are yet another 

Education 
Update 
BY KEN 
RICHARDSON 

Learning Experience provided by 
BIGGA so apply NOW to reserve 
your place. 

The courses at level 3 N/SVQ 
are: 

October 7-11: Managing People 
Module 1 
Computing for Greenkeepers, 
time management, team building, 
motivation, delegation, leader-
ship. 

October 14-18: Managing Peo-
ple Module 2 
Listening and Questioning skills, 
appraisal, assertive communica-
tion, constructive feedback, 
grievance and discipline, comput-
ing for greenkeepers. 

October 21-25: Managing Oper-

ations and Resources 
Resource planning, estimates, 
budgets, projects, quality care, 
competency based qualifications , 
portfolio development and com-
puting for greenkeepers. 

October 28-November 1: Man-
aging Information 
Memos and letters, report writ-
ing, managing meetings, commu-
nication skills, presentation skills, 
computing for greenkeepers 

These level 3 courses run from 
Monday lunchtime to lunchtime 
on Friday and include all food 
and accommodation. Delegates 
and employers receive a certifi-
cate of attendance. 

November 4-8: Managing 
Finance and Management of 
Health & Safety 
Controlling Budgets, expense 
reports, reforecasting, cash flow 
forecasting, use of spreadsheets, 
computing for finance 

This level 4 course runs from 
Monday lunchtime to lunchtime 
on Friday and includes all food 

and accommodation. Delegates 
and employers receive a certifi-
cate of attendance. 

The cost of each course, includ-
ing, four breakfasts, five lunches 
four dinners and four nights 
accommodation plus all tuition 
fees is the very low £ 425 + VAT 
for BIGGA members; £490 + VAT 
for non BIGGA members 

Details of the next series of 
local supervisory management 
courses will appear in June's edi-
tion of Greenkeeper International 

Planning is well under way for 
the Learning Experience 1997. In 
association with Ransomes, this 
event will comprise the National 
Education Conference, four 
Workshops and a full Seminar 
programme. 

We will also run a chairman of 
green/secretaries course in coop-
eration with the STRI. 

Do you have any suggestions 
for subjects, titles, themes or 
speakers for future events? If so, 
fill in the form enclosed with this 
magazine and return it to BIGGA 
HQ. 

Headland Seamac 

The proven amenity range 
# Produces denser harder-wearing turf and improves soil structure 
# Improves grass development, appearance and durability 
# Highly concentrated sources of beneficial plant hormones together with micronutrients 
# Natural, non-hazardous, non-polluting and with no risk of scorch 

Seamac products come with an unrivalled pedigree - world wide use, a twenty year track 
record and in depth technical and trials support. And, with the benefits of Headland's 
investment in research and development, the range is growing too. 

Besides Seamac Greentec - the original and best - there's Greentec Plus with its 25% 
nitrogen for rapid green-up and Pro-Turf with extra iron, sulphur and magnesium to keep 
grass healthy without compromising winter hardiness. And Seamac Turf Manager, the 
unique pre-composted treatment that's rapidly absorbed to improve soil structure 
alongside all the usual benefits of seaweed treatment. 

Contact your Headland distributor or call 01761 410 877 for a product guide 

Headland 
Amenity Headland Amenity 

Telephone: 01761 410 877 

Ideal on fine turf, pitches and amenity grass 
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Golf and nature 
can be made to 
work in harmony 

Growing public concern over 
the environmental impact of 

golf courses put the industry on 
the defensive in the mid to late 
1980s. 

A spate of new course develop-
ments, many situated in some of 
the most beautiful parts of the 
United Kingdom, provided sup-
port for the arguments of those 
who preferred to see the country-
side remain as it was. 

In some cases, the planning 
authorities agreed. In others, they 
listened carefully to both sides 
and realised that perhaps golf 
courses are not as damaging to 
the environment as pictured by 
the "anti's". 

These battles, whether they 
were won or lost, had a major 
effect on the way in which golf 
courses now present themselves 
to the public. Instead of apologis-
ing for being there, clubs have 
moved onto the offensive and are 
actively demonstrating how a well 
managed golf course, rather than 
damaging nature, can actually 
provide substantial ecological and 
community benefits. 

Faced with a hostile environ-
mental activist, greenkeepers 
should remind the person that 
golf courses actually help con-
serve green spaces which might 
otherwise have been lost forever 
or fallen into total neglect. 

In addition to providing a place 
for quiet recreation, a golf course 
enhances and protects wildlife 
habitats, giving flora and fauna a 
safe place in which to flourish. In 
virtually every case, a golf course 
will help improve the landscape 
by bringing professional land 
management practices to poor 
grade farmland, run-down parks 
and woodland, reclaimed landfill 
sites and other areas which, due 
to their location, topography or 
cost of improvement, would never 
otherwise attract sufficient invest-
ment. 

It is often overlooked that 
course managers and greenkeep-
ers are among the best educated 
and most conscientious users of 
chemical management aids in any 
industry. 

Most of those responsible for 
course maintenance entered the 
profession because of a love of 
nature and the outdoor life and 
are totally committed to conserva-
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Man and machine in harmony wi th nature at The Gleneagles Hotel 

tion. Surveys carried out in the 
USA have shown that course 
superintendents give top priority 
to maintenance practises that do 
not have a negative effect on the 
environment. It would be safe to 
assume that the same aim applies 
the world over. 

Environmentalists would do 
well to recognise that, in compari-
son with the surrounding indus-
trial, farming or urban areas, a 
golf course is one of the most eco-
logically sound places on the 
planet. 

Some will argue that flags, 
bunkers and closely mown turf 
are not part of a natural rural 
landscape, but surely these are 
preferable to a six lane highway, 
an industrial estate or an over-
grown field of weeds "set-aside" 
as the answer to agricultural over-
production? 

While the recent mushrooming 
of new courses has dragged golf 
into the environmental spotlight, 
it is worth reminding the objec-
tors that the industry has been 
commercially active for at least 
100 years, playing its part as a 
tax-paying, land-improving, 
socially-responsible employer. 

Anyone wanting a good example 
of how nature and a long-estab-
lished golf course can walk hand in 
hand should be directed towards 
the environmental programme 
being pursued at Gleneagles. 

Located in the wonderful coun-
tryside of the Perthshire hills, Gle-
neagles has established an 
integrated ecological manage-
ment plan to preserve and 
enhance the delicate balance of 
nature within its 830 acre estate 

and the surrounding area. 
The plan works in harmony 

with Gleneagles' support for the 
Scottish Golf Course Wildlife 
Trust initiative, designed to create 
a greater awareness among Scot-
tish golf clubs, their members and 
visitors of their responsibility 
towards good environmental and 
monitoring practices. 

Planning and building of the 
newest course at Gleneagles - the 
Nicklaus-designed Monarch's -
presented an ideal opportunity for 
the whole management of the 
estate to be considered while 
analysing maintenance practices 
and their impact on both the local 
and surrounding environment. 

Studies began with a look back 
at pre-historic events and how the 
movement of ice and melt waters 
had helped shape the land mass, 
forming the stadium ridges which 
separate the fairways to create 
some of the finest natural grand-
stands in championship golf. 
Closer sub-surface examination 
revealed rich seams of sand and 
gravel beneath the turf - deposits 
which are preserved for perpetu-
ity by golf. 

Having examined the geological 
aspects of the area, attention 
focused on the many species of 
flower, grass, tree and shrub 
native to Gleneagles. Some rari-
ties were found and these are 
included within a number of 
marked out areas where every 
species is counted and noted. Reg-
ular monitoring allows a close eye 
to be kept on how the flora 
responds to changes in manage-
ment techniques, enabling the lat-
ter to be adjusted or altered to 

maintain an ecological balance. 
In the past, Gleneagles admits 

that it looked upon the manage-
ment of its estate and golf courses 
principally in terms of whether 
they looked tidy, not really being 
aware of the real environmental 
issues. 

Although Gleneagles has 20 
sites of scientific interest, includ-
ing one SSSI, all of which have 
been protected and cared for, they 
had been treated in isolation and 
not in relation to the whole estate. 

This attitude has now changed 
with a balanced approach ensur-
ing that the complete area is 
treated and managed as an entity. 
Management is needed because, 
left unchecked, nature would run 
riot with invasive species choking 
out those which support the more 
delicate and vulnerable eco-sys-
tems at Gleneagles. 

"Conservation is not about leav-
ing nature alone," points out 
Jimmy Kidd, Director of Turf 
Grass Management, Gleneagles 
Golf Developments. "It is essential 
that we lend a hand to maintain 
the balance. The alternative 
would be walls of gorse along 
every fairway, beech trees cover-
ing the King's, pines invading the 
rough on the Queen's, weeds run-
ning riot on the Monarch's and 
the Laich Loch within the formal 
garden becoming silted up." 

The philosophy at Gleneagles, 
and one which can be applied in 
some way at every golf course in 
the world, is that it is much sim-
pler to maintain a course in har-
mony with its natural 
surroundings than to create some-
thing totally unnatural. 

This means that the course, its 
architecture, layout and mainte-
nance must fit in with all else 
around. If changes are deemed 
necessary, consider them carefully 
and then make them gradually so 
that possible impact on the envi-
ronment is minimised. 

Native plants and trees and the 
natural lie of the land have been 
utilised since golf began to give a 
course its unique character while 
helping it harmonise with its sur-
roundings. Removing or altering 
one or the other, or bringing in a 
species totally alien to the area, is 
likely to fuel anti-golf course sen-
timents far more than a few flag 
sticks or tee boxes. 



Dear Scottish 
Greenkeeper... 

Chris Knowles, Assistant 
Greenkeeper for Forest of 
Arden Golf and Country Club, 
reports on his impressions of 
the Double Eagle Club in 
Columbus, Ohio 

THE 
BIGGEST 

GETS 

BIGGER 
% CSC are a long established multi-million pound 

Scottish company and are currently the largest supplier 

of Amenity Pesticides in Scotland. 

% We are expanding further into the supply of quality 

turf management products including the market leading 

turf pesticides, premier slow release fertilisers, wetters 

and biostimulants. 

% From ATB Pesticide Instructors to award winning 

Greenkeepers our staff can offer you a proven 

comprehensive advice package. 

% It does not matter where you are in Scotland 

we can rapidly deliver from one of our 11 Depots. 

For more information please phone 01738 623201 

% CSC 
AMENITY 

After graduating from Myer-
scough College in April 

1995, with a BTEC National 
Diploma in Turf Science and 
Sports Ground Management, I 
was given the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the Ohio State Univer-
sity's "Agriculture and 
Horticulture Intern Programme". 
Through the established relation-
ship between Myerscough and 
the Ohio State University I under-
took an eight month placement at 
the Double Eagle Club, Colum-
bus, Ohio. 

The Double Eagle Club is 25 
miles north of the city of Colum-
bus in an area called Galena. The 
golf course is quite a secret, with 
no signs indicating its presence, 
many local people are unlikely to 
be aware of it. Membership is 
very exclusive with 50 local mem-
bers, 98 non local and only about 
4800 rounds of golf are played 
each year. Membership is by per-
sonal invitation of the Double 
Eagle Club's sole owner, a very 
successful local business man, Mr 
John H McConnell. 

McConnell purchased the land 
for the course eight years before 
construction began. During that 
time many meetings were held 
with the two designers, Tom 
Weiskopf and Jay Morrish, to 
determine how to create a truly 
top class golf course with the land 
that was available. The eight 
years deliberation and design cer-
tainly paid off, for between them, 
Weiskopf and Morrish came up 
with a masterpiece that certainly 
ranks up there with the Augustas 
and Pebble Beaches of this world. 
Construction began in 1990. 

Double Eagle Club has an 18 
hole golf course, a Bye Hole for 
settling ties, a driving range with 
Bent grass tees and target greens 
and a putting green outside a 
magnificent clubhouse. The 
course is truly spectacular and 
has characteristics of both park 
land and links. 

The Course Superintendent is 
Terry Buchen, certified golf 
Course Superintendent and 
BIGGA Master Greenkeeper. 
Buchen has grown-in 11 new 
courses in the US and has worked 
with people such as Tom Fazio, 
Tom Weiskopf, Pete Dye and Jack 
Nicklaus. Buchen, who is a Penn-
sylvania State graduate, is also a 
committee member for the USGA 
and former PGA Tour agronomist. 
He also writes articles for several 
golfing and greenkeeping maga-
zines and can often be found giv-

Ahidi 
ing turf related talks at many 
venues. In 1990 Buchen was 
approached by McConnell and 
was asked to take a look at the 
site. He liked what he saw and 
stayed to oversee the construction 
and the grow in, and subse-
quently became Superintendent 
of the club. 

It is due to Buchen's unques-
tionable knowledge and experi-
ence and through the hard work 
and dedication of his well edu-
cated and trained greenkeeping 
crew that, in 1994, the Double 
Eagle Club was voted, by Golf 
Digest Magazine, 2nd best condi-
tioned golf course in the States 



% 

Pract ice t e e at the Double Eagle Picture by Brian Morgan 

en American treasure 
after Augusta. In 1995 Double 
Eagle was ranked 44th in the 
States and 72nd World wide. 
These accolades are very impres-
sive for a course that has only just 
finished its fourth season and is 
still little publicised. It is not hard 
to see why these accolades were 
presented. 
• The greens are all Penn Links 
Creeping Bent grass and hand 
mowed daily with Toro 1000's at 
anywhere from 5/32" - 1/8", 
depending on firmness and mois-
ture levels, usually double cut 
daily during normal summers. 
• Tees are all Penn Cross Creep-
ing Bent except for the 7th cham-

pionship tee which is Penn Cross 
oversown with Poa trivialis as the 
tee is in a very shaded area. The 
tees are cut at 5/32" almost daily. 
• Fairways are all Penn trio and 
are cut at 3/8" with the Toro 
5300, - 4 wheel drive. 
• The rough is a mixture of Ken-
tucky Bluegrass (smooth stalked 
meadow grass) or Rye grass and 
chewings Fescue> 

The deep rough, or "Native" as 
they like it to be called, is very 
much encouraged to grow wildly 
as it consists of Tall Fescue, Timo-
thy and Foxtails. Wild flower 
mixes are also incorporated into 
the Native which is very benefi-

cial to the local ecosystem and 
really enhances the aesthetic 
value of the whole course. The 
only drawback is that the 
"Native" is certainly lost ball terri-
tory! 

There are 83 sand bunkers on 
the course and they must be 
among the best maintained any-
where. The bunkers are raked 
daily and edge trimming is car-
ried out at least once a week 
using a strimmer held in an 
upside down position. I found 
this method to be most effective 
in creating a very, tidy edge if 
done properly. 

The hole positions on each 

green were changed daily by the 
greenkeepers. A systematic 
approach was adopted in this 
operation in that the greenkeep-
ers were provided with a scaled 
plan and chart which shows, on 
each green, nine viable locations 
for the flag stick. Consequently it 
is a full nine days before a flag 
position is repeated. This gives 
the new plug and old hole time to 
bind and of course provides play-
ers with variations in pin posi-
tions. Caddies also have copies of 
the charts and can advise the 
golfer of the daily hole position at 
each green. 

Divots on all tees are repaired 



A hidden American treasure 
daily with a Penn Cross seed and 
rootzone mix of 85% sand, 15% 
sphagnum moss. 

Buchen operated an effective 
management control system 
through providing all the green-
keeping staff with Motorola 
radios and speaker "mikes". This 
enabled immediate two-way con-
tact between Buchen and staff 
and through previous time and 
motion studies it was demon-
strated that 1 /hour /man/day 
would be saved. I am sure that 
everyone knows how time con-
suming and frustrating it can be 
to locate a member of staff some-
where on the golf course. While, 
as yet, Buchen cannot control the 
elements he is certainly up to 
speed in the technology of 
weather forecasting. Using an 18" 
satellite dish Double Eagle is in 
communication with the national 
weather satellite and using "Golf 
Links" software has up-to-the 
minute weather charts displayed 
on the office monitor. This obvi-
ously assists in the planning of 
the work programmes for the 

OPERATION 

course, particularly those that 
may be detrimentally affected by 
weather extremes. 

Of particular value to me dur-
ing my time in America was work-
ing with other "turf students" 
from various State Universities 
including Ohio, Michigan and 
West Virginia. It was very stimu-
lating talking and swapping ideas 
and information with this knowl-
edgeable peer group. Buchen was 
also keen to utilise and formalise 
this "knowledge" pool and hosted 
a "turf club" every Wednesday 

MACHINERY 

afternoon where we would dis-
cuss course operational matters 
and problems. Buchen also seems 
a believer in "learning by doing" 
and I was given tremendous 
opportunities to use all the vari-
ous machinery during my time at 
Double Eagle. I learnt a great deal 
using new machinery including 
Toro Hydroject on the greens, 
Cushman GA60 Fairway Aerafier, 
and Cushman Core Harvester. 

Of particular interest was the 
week, in November, that I spent 
with the irrigation engineer when 

we "blew out" the system in 
advance of winter conditions. This 
was a great opportunity for me 
and I now feel totally confident in 
performing an operation which I 
previously thought very complex. 
With regard to the irrigation sys-
tem at Double Eagle, wall to wall 
watering is achieved using a PSI 
Flowtronex 1500 GPM Pump Sta-
tion comprising of 25, 50 and 75 
HP pumps. It also incorporates a 
chemical irrigation injector sys-
tem, used for treating 'well' water 
and a Toro fully automated fer-
tiliser irrigation injector system 
with 650 and 670 heads. These 
heads can also be controlled by 
the Toro VT4 satellites distributed 
over the course. Sprinkler heads 
are also used as yardage' markers 
for the benefit of golfers. 

The Double Eagle Club is very 
well equipped with some excel-
lent machinery and pretty well 
everything that could be needed 
to keep the course in pristine con-
dition is available. Listed are the 
basic machines used for day to 
day course operations and these 

Mowing Greens and Tees Toro 1000s 
Mowing Fairway Toro 5300 
Mowing Short Rough National Triplex 
Victory Laps around Fairways Toro 3000s 
Mowing Rough Toro 455 
Mowing around Bunkers Stiener Triplex 
Cutting Deep Rough Toro 322 with 72" Deck 
Raking Bunkers Toro Sand Pro 
General Purpose Machines Cushmans and Kawasaki Mule 
Spraying Cushman and tractor attached 

Chempros 
For Hauling Ford Tractors, Toro Workman 

INTRODUCING THE NEW GREENSMASTER 3 2 0 0 - D . 



Chris Knowles, right, and 
Terry Buchen at The 
Double Eagle Club 

are supplemented with other spe-
cialist equipment including the 
Hydroject, Green and Fairway 
Aerafiers, Metermatic Green and 
Fairway Top dressers and an 
Olathe Core litimiser vacuum. 

The course also has three excel-
lent maintenance buildings with 
two full-time mechanics who 
operate a comprehensive range of 
repair and maintenance equip-
ment. The main building also 
houses a first class staff room with 
a complete range of kitchen 
equipment and two drinks vend-
ing machines. Buchen and his two 
assistants also have their well 
organised offices in the main 
building. The other two buildings 
are used principally for vehicle 

and material storage. 
I would also refer to something 

that is of particular interest to me 
and that is the questions of 
"nature conservation". Over 
recent years, in Britain, there has 
been a continued growth in criti-
cism directed at golf course devel-
opment, from conservationists. 
The Double Eagle Club, in my 
view, epitomises how well a 
course developmenVconservation 
relationship can be achieved. 
Alongside the excellent, even 
manicured, presentation of tees, 
fairways and greens, the course 
has a high proportion of wood-
land, the 'Native' rough and sev-
eral large water bodies. Flora and 
Fauna abound in the various 

course environments and it was 
most exciting for me to see many 
new species of animal and 
birdlife, although the smell of 
skunk I could have done without! 

I must also mention the accom-
modation that was made available 
to me during my stay. I shared a 
large bungalow with three other 
turf students. It was situated in a 
woodland glade, quite close to the 
course, and was fully furnished 
and provided with all mod cons. It 
also had its own fishing lake 
which also came in handy during 
the very hot summer of 1995 
(regularly 95°F temperatures). 

This was my first trip to Amer-
ica, it was a wonderful experience 
and I met many helpful people. 
The only real difficulty I found was 
the lack of transport, although I 
was able to organise lifts and, at 
times, course vehicles were avail-
able. I would therefore advise any-
one considering a sojourn in 
America to plan for buying some 
appropriate transport. 

Finally I would like to take this 
opportunity personally to thank 

Terry Buchen and Mr John 
McConnell for allowing me to be 
part of the team running a won-
derful golf course. It has left me 
with very fond memories, that 
will stay with me always and I 
made some new, genuine friends 
who I hope to see again one day. 

I wish Double Eagle a great 
future and I look forward to see-
ing a 'major' being played there 
very soon; it is certainly no more 
than it deserves. 

IF I WASN'T A 6REENKEEPER 
I WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN: 

"A golf professional" 
- Bill Sparrow, East Herts GC 

SO QUIET, YOU CAN HEAR A PIN DROP. 
Early morning mowing is no problem for this 

greenkeeper. He knows there'll be no complaints 

about noise because he's opera t ing 

Greensmaster 3200. 

With an exceptionally quiet engine 

it maintains its power for a full day's work. 

An operator's dream, this new model is the latest 

in Toro's top-selling Greensmaster 3000 series. Its unique new cutting system 

gives a superb quality of cut. 

Floating cut t ing units follow ground 

contours like never before, while the ability of 

the cutting units to steer prevents sliding and 

scuffing when turning. Liquid cooled and 

diesel powered, it is exceptionally quiet, gives 

minimal vibration, comfortable seating and 

e new cutting system single joystick fingertip controls. 

If you want to hear a pin drop, give us a call and 

we'll walk your course with you and recommend 

the best machine for your needs. 

You can trust Toro expertise and quality. 

Simply telephone 01480 476971 and we'll 

arrange for a local dealer to contact you. 
Bringing perfection 

to play. 

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, H U N T I N G D O N , 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167 



Pro-Sport Root Zone 
grounds for the right growth 
Pro-Sport Root Zone is a new growing medium 
from Hepworth Minerals & Chemicals Ltd (HMC) 
designed for golf courses, sports pitches and 
leisure facilities. 

By combining selected sands, soils and peat 
from around the UK, HMC has developed a Root 
Zone of exceptional quality and consistency. 

Root Zone is one of a new range of sand and 
top dressing products from HMC under the 
Pro-Sport brand for use in the construction and 
maintenance of modern sports and leisure 
facilities. 

Formulated to provide a variety of grades to 
suit all applications, HMC Root Zone benefits from 
the same quality criteria applied to all HMC products. 

The HMC high quality standards ensure that the 
product has a consistent performance each and 
every time. Nationwide availability supported by 
fast and efficient delivery means that Root Zone 
is always available. 

HMC Pro-Sport Root Zone is available in 
three specific blends: 

USG A - top of the range, designed to achieve 
water permeability at the highest levels. Tested to 
meet the stringent USGA recommendations. 
Golf - a blend formulated to suit the majority of 
prestige golf course developments. 
Sports Pitch - the ideal formula for hard 
wearing surfaces. 

All Root Zone products are available from five sites around the UK either bagged or in bulk. 
For full technical details on HMC Pro-Sport products contact: 

Hepworth Minerals and Chemicals Ltd (HMC), Brookside Hall, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 OTR Tel: 01270 752700 Fax: 01270 752701 



The clubhouse at Serendah GC, north of Kuala Lumpur 

Golf in Asia is a sleeping giant but it is stir-
ring from its slumbers and when it wakes 

fully there will be some excellent employment 
opportunities for BIGGA members 

Some British designers and suppliers have 
been working in Asia for some time - some 
have only recently taken the plunge. Golfcon-
sult has worked there, and in Australia, since 
the late 1970s and took the big step of estab-
lishing a base in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 
October last year - coinciding with the British 
Consultants Bureau (BCB) Mission to India, 
Myanmar and Malaysia led by its President, 
the Duke of Gloucester. 

The company has a full portfolio of work, 
both for golf design and its consultancy exper-
tise - principally golf investment appraisal for 
which, as in UK, viability problems have awak-
ened a big demand. 

Asian dynamism began in the 1970s whith 
the emergence of the Pacific Rim economics 
zone. Historically, the rise and rise of Asia has 
been a four act scenario. The first was led by 
Japan, now ranked with the USA as one of the 
two most powerful economies in the world. 
Act two sees the rise of the four Asia tigers, 
South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singa-
pore compressed into just three decades. Act 
Three added Malaysia, Thailand and Indone-
sia - the former now the largest produce of air 
conditioners and exporter of televisions and 
telephone appliances. 

The Fourth Act is under way with China, 
Philippines and Vietnam being sucked into the 
development whirlpool. Guandong Province 
in China could well become the largest manu-
facturing centre in the world and India has 
emerged on the world industrial scene. The 
standard of living in the early "Tigers" is 
already fast approaching ours with growth 
ratio about three times the European average. 
Centuries of Western supremacy have left us 
ill-equiped to grasp to what is happening. 

Not surprisingly the development of the 
Asia golf business - not least in economic 
terms reflects these rankings with Japan in the 
van.There is continuous growth in all Asian 
countries. However, very little research has 
been done and the supporting services sector, 

not least for consultancies, hardly exists and 
design is dominated largely by Australians and 
Americans. 

The "Tiger" league rankings (Asia/Pacific) 
on the basis of the latest golf course figures 
from a recent study are: 

(population in millions) Total number of 
golf courses - 5058 in total. 
Japan (124) 2500 
Australia (18) 1600 
New Zealand (3.5) 425 
Malaysia (19) 160 
Indonesia (191) 135 
South Korea (44) 82 
India (800) 170 
Thailand (58) 160 
Phillippines (64) 60 
Taiwan (21) 80 
China (1185) 38 
Singapore (3) 32 
Hong Kong (4) 15 
Vietnam (66) 1 

The table could mislead. There are allegedly 
some six million regular club golfers in 
Asia/Pacific - roughly around 1200 per 
course. But there are an estimated 21 million 
"active" players without a course of their own 
- most will be range customers - in Japan 
alone some 4000 many of whom travel far to 
play a course abroad. 

To appreciate the gross under supply the 
question is how many courses would meet the 
demands of the "active" and clubless 21 mil-
lion - probably over 10,000! 

Unfortunately for the clubless and the gen-
eral public put off by exclusivity and high 
costs the fashion has been to follow the 
"expensive is best" watchword - a fallacy as 
greenkeepers know - with bankers too but 
they are very slow to catch on! 

History tells us differently. A glance back at 
the inter-war years 1920 to 1930 shows that 
the golf architects of those days set the stan-
dards prevailing today. Their vision of duty 
was to create the best with minimum distur-
bance as economically as possible. Such strin-
gent criteria is a test most designers today 

would fail! 
There are not only 21 million active golfers 

buying clubs, clothes and golf balls in Asia but 
also 300 million middle class with disposable 
income, many potential golfers among them. 
The mind boggles at the thought when 
entrepreneurs find out how to entice them 
into the Royal and Ancient game. Those who 
already know are not tellling. 

One part of the answer is, of course, no 
7000 yard "monster masterpieces" -
unplayable by the paying public. 

This brief insight into the vast market of 
Asia might give greenkeepers an idea of the 
greenkeeping requirements. In truth ex-patri-
ots now fill many posts because the education 
facilities for local potential greenkeepers are 
pathetic. There is a large market for the good 
greenkeeper - especially Head Greenkeepers 
and Course Managers. They command high 
salaries - but they must be knowledgable 
about tropical turfgrasses and diplomats par 
excellence. 

One solution to this shortage of affordable 
golf in Asia is the short course complex - sev-
eral or which designed by Golfconsult are on 
the stocks in Malaysia. Their principle benefits 
are economic, use less land than 18 holes, far 
greater capacity and the economics enable 
owners to lower the cost of play to a fraction 
of that for the fashionable monsters. 

As for working in tropical turfgrass in high 
temperatures there are enough foreigners 
already there to show it is congenial. Pleasant 
people, English widely spoken in most coun-
tries and, with a degree of sensitivity to local 
customs, little risk. 

Unfortunately as yet the greenkeeping bod-
ies in Asia are not yet as well organise as 
BIGGA but nevertheless any ambitious mem-
bers willing to try something very different 
should have little difficulty fitting in - pro-
vided he can find a position. Until more 
British take up the option it will not be easy at 
first. 

Persistence will pay off in the end. They 
need us and our cost effectiveness! 
• The author, Bryan Griffiths, is Chairman of 
Golfconsult International Ltd. 
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On the instructions of D. Thomas Esq, Grant Thornton, Liquidator, of 
Pro-Turf Equipment Limited 

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY 
Toro RM 450D Fixed or Floating with Cab, Immaculate 
Condition 
Toro Greenmaster 3000 Petrol 
Toro Reelmaster 216 Petrol F/H 
Toro Workman 330D Truck (Demo) 
Toro 620Z 20HP Zero Turn Rider 
Toro 5HP Leaf Collection 
Toro Greenmaster 3 
Toro Greenmaster 3 
Toro Greenmaster 21" 
Hardy Coremaster 6/90 (Demo) 
Groundsman 345 Greens Aerator (Demo) 
Groundsman 460 Greens Aerator (Demo) 
Groundsman 460 SDR Aerator (Demo) 
Cushman Three Wheel Truck & Top Dresser 
Cushman Top Dresser Only 
Ransomes 180 Fully Floating & Boxes 
Ransomes 180 Fitted 
Ransomes Autocertes 
Ransomes Autocertes 
Hayer Beaver TM509 Floating 
2 x Hayter Beaver Units (Demo) 
Atterton & Ellis Express Dual Cylinder Grinder (1991) 
Atterton & Ellis Angle Master Auto Bottom Base Grinder (1993) 
Atterton & Ellis Backlapper (1991) 
For further details please contact Gerald Cole 
(01222) 588 888 or Mobile 0831 -326-064 . 0 AD 
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THATCH? 
Unique, revolutionary and effective. Symbio's 

biological treatment for greens does more 
than remove thatch and problem "Black Layer". 
It improves resistance to disease and drought 
and reduces reliance on fertilisers and fungicides. 
Roots thrive and fine grasses flourish. 
Call in our experts for a free on site discussion 
by phoning the Symbio helpline service. 

HELPLINE 
0181669 0011 

Symbio SBC House, Restmor Way, Wallington, Surrey SM6 7AH 
Fax 0181 773 8449 

E A R T H s h a t t e r i n g ! 
The Huxley Soil Reliever 
- the ultimate in deep compaction relief for 
all soils beneath all sports turf surfaces. 

• Suitable for most turf tractors from 30hp upwards. 
• Rapid tine action ensures a cleaner, quicker finish. 
• Reduced maintenance - greasing required just 

once a week. 
• Rugged steel construction for a long working life. 
• Available in a choice of 60" or 80" working widths 

with V i e " , 1/2m, 3/4m, 7/8" or 111 solid tines or 5/8n, 3/4", 1" 
or 1 V coring tines. Maximum tine depth: 14". 

• Backed by probably the best after-sales service 
in the business. 

9 1 1 
HUXLEYS 

HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY LTD 
The Dean, New Alresford, 

Hampshire S024 9BL 
Tel: 01962 733222 
Fax: 01962 734702 

5 Simpson Road, 
East Mains Industrial Estate, Broxburn, 

West Lothian EH52 5AU 
Tel: 01506 856968 Fax: 01506 856086 
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Taking a closer look: Examining a trial base at Mommersteeg 's headquarters in Holland 

From little 
seeds great 
grasses grow 

Having been at the forefront 
of amenity grass seed for 
many years Mommersteeg has 
decided the t ime is right to 
strengthened relations with 
greenkeepers by becoming a 
Golden Key Sponsor. 

At times when relations with 
some of our continental 

cousins are, to put it mildly, 
frosty, it is refreshing to discover 
one country with which we are 
on the same wave length and 
where successful integration and 
co-operation is the norm. 

Holland and the United King-
dom seem to get on rather well 
together and we can apparently 
work in close harmony to our 
mutual benefit. 

Bergkamp, Gullit, van Hooij-
donk have all made impressive 
impressions on the UK football 
fields - although the imminent 
arrival of the European Soccer 
Championships will split the loy-
alties of Arsenal, Chelsea and 
Celtic fans for a couple of weeks 
at least. Van Gogh is another 
from the flatlands to make a big 
impression in the UK, on canvas 
rather than turf, spending his 
early years working in England. 

In fact those who have crossed 
the North Sea and failed to make 
an impact are about as numerous 
as British Wimbledon Seeds -
there, I knew I could bring this 
introduction around to seeds 
eventually. It's not just BBC 2 
continuity announcers who can 
contrive a link. 

"The MM range was the first 
real national branded range of 
seed mixtures for greenkeepers 
and other sports turf managers," 
explained John Akers, Commer-
cial Manager for the Mommer-
steeg Seed Company in the JJK, 
which has become a BIGGA 
Golden Key sponsor this year. 

The family firm was founded 
by Henry Mommersteeg in 1923 
with its raison d'etre grass breed-
ing and multiplication of grass 
varieties for agricultural and 
amenity use. 

The first Mommersteeg trading 
in the UK occurred in 1968 when 
a base was set up at Finedon in 
Northamptonshire. The commer-
cial arm of the company is now 
based at Huntingdon, Cam-
bridgeshire, where the local MP is 
a certain John Major. 

"We have a team of 11 people 
who cover both amenity and agri-
culture," explained John. "That's 
backed up by the group produc-
tion facility in Sleaford, Lin-
colnshire, which services the 
three seed companies and is 
owned by Mommersteeg's parent 
company, the Royal Van Der 
Have Group, which employs 
nearly 1000 people around the 
world." 

The original reason why Hol-
land became such an excellent 
breeding ground for seed compa-
nies is open to debate but what is 
known is that in the modern age 
the Netherlands is ideally suited 
to the role. 

"It is very flat and has excellent 
farmland which is good for its 
seed production capabilities. Also 
in terms of distribution Europort 

in Rotterdam is an ideal location 
for the distribution of seed 
throughout the world also the 
receipt of imports for other prod-
uct areas such as Canada, Amer-
ica, New Zealand, and South 
America," said John. 

"For the UK market much of 
our amenity grass is grown in 
Holland and Denmark but it is 
then assembled, mixed and dis-
patched from our base at 

Sleaford." 
Mommersteeg's Head Office is 

in Vlijmen in the east central part 
of Holland not too far from the 
Second World War landmark of 
Arnhem, of a Bridge too Far fame 
it the way to the German border. 

The Royal Van Der Harve 
Group's Headquarters are at 
Kapelle in the south west of the 
country and they have operating 

bases throughout Europe in 
France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Poland and the Czech Republic 
and are currently expanding into 
the Russia and Ukraine. 

"We've a fairly big operation in 
North America and the compa-
nies within the Royal Van Der 
Have Group use Mommersteeg-
bred amenity grass varieties in 
their mixtures. So you would find 
that, for example, Cynthia 

Smooth-Stalked Meadow Grass is 
sold as Kentucky Blue Grass in 
the States - so we have connec-
tions with many of the main turf 
business in America," said John. 

The MM range has been a mar-
ket leader for the last 20 to 25 
years and Mommersteeg's posi-
tion will be strengthened by some 
new variety coming through the 
breeding programmes which are 
highly rated by the STRI. "These 
are now being incorporated in 
our mixtures and we are aiming 
to regain the number one posi-
tion in the market place for 
amenity mixtures," said John. 

"Our business has always been 
very strong with golf clubs 
because we deal with amenity 
distributors whose main market is 
in golf. Companies like Stewart's, 
Gem Professional, Stabrite Sup-
plies and John Lindsay in North-
ern Ireland." 

In addition Mommersteeg has a 
team of four people who cover 

M o m m e r s t e e g ? 



OLF COURSE, 
EQUIPMENT 

one hundred 

- l O O -
years 

Es tab l i shed 1896 

USING OUR 1 0 0 YEARS 

THE GOLFING INDUSTRY 

Our new improved Bogey Holecup has a 
perfectly round ferrule acceptor, which takes the 
ferrule securely and makes the flagpin stand up 

straight! 
If your course looks good, your members feel 

good about playing there. 

Holecup Holecutters from £49 
NEW Holecup Extractor/Rammer £18 

THE DRIVING RANGE 

TURF MAINTENANCE 
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For more information on our course 
products and to obtain our new 1996 limited 
edition catalogue and price list, contact our 

sales office on: 

01582-597262 
H. Pattisson & Co Ltd 

342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds LU4 8NU 
Tel: 01582-597262 Fax: 01582-505241 

EDEN PARK GROUP LIMITED 

Quality 
rootzone 
mixtures and 
materials 
available... 

Standard and 
"special" mixes 
formulated and 

manufactured... 

JUST CHAMPION! 
FOR ALL TOP DRESSINGS - SUPPLIED BAGGED OR BULK! 

• Main distributors for Rhone-Poulenc Environmental 
Products 

• 1/4" screened Surrey loams for cricket squares, Kent 
loam for football, hockey and tennis requirements 

• Specialist in fine golf and bowling green top 
dressing 

• Grass seeds • Fertilisers 
• Sports equipment • Watering equipment 

Eden Park Group Limited - Sports Turf Maintenance Supplies 
Tunstall, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DY 

Tel: 01795 471583/478108 Fax: 01795 428011 

It is important that we do play an 
active role... and that is the main 
reason we want to support the 
education programme within BIGGA' 

the UK in a technical support role 
to these distributors. They do 
some direct selling in certain sec-
tors of the market and are avail-
able to give direct advice to 
distributors and customers. 

The Golden Key Sponsorship 
will provide more opportunities 
for Mommersteeg to tap into the 
sort of feedback greenkeepers can 
offer on how grasses have per-
formed to refine future mixtures. 

"One area which is of particu-
lar interest to us at the moment is 
whether greenkeepers should 
oversow with an all bent mixture 
or with a traditional chewings 
fescue and bent mixture. 

"There are two schools of 
thought on that and to canvas 
opinion from current greenkeep-
ers on what they are doing and 
what success they are getting 
from each of the two approaches 
would be extremely useful," 
explained John. 

"We've also got information we 
can impart to the greenkeepers 
on the technical developments 
our breeders are looking at on 
mixture formulation and new 
varieties which are coming for-
ward. If the greenkeepers tell us 
what they are looking for and 
what responses the mixtures are 
having in a practical situation. If 
we need to we can realign our 
thinking to take on board infor-
mation we get." 

Another example where co-
operation between Mommersteeg 
and the greenkeeping fraternity 
could reap benefits is in the use 
of fungicidal seed treatments in 
certain situations for oversowing 
of greens and tees where there is 
a threat from fungal attack. 

"We use a seed treatment 
called Apron T not as standard 
but as a special application and 
there is quite a bit of work which 
can be done between ourselves 
and greenkeepers to help develop 
its use." 

The advances made in seed 
development in the last 20 years, 
a relatively short period in seed 
breeding, have been quite 
extraordinary. 

"You only have to look at the 
STRI Amenity Booklet and there 
are over 50-60 perennial rye 
grasses listed, 30-40 chewings 
fescues, 20 slender creeping reds 
and 20-25 smooth stalked 

meadow grasses. 
"It complicates the situation for 

the customer with so many to 
choose from. Choice is good as 
long as you make the correct 
choice," said John. 

"What the STRI has done is 
very important as a guide for 
using the correct grasses for each 
situation. At Mommersteeg we 
have always provided a product 
which is genuine and true to 
itself and been open about what 
has been put into the mixtures. 
We specify individual cultivars 
rather than groups of cultivars so 
the greenkeeper knows exactly 
what he is getting. 

"We're a founder member of 
AGMA - Amenity Grass Market-
ing Association - and the two 
main ideals of the Association are 
that the customer gets the right 
product for the right job and that 
he's sure that when he buys a bag 
of seed he is getting what he asks 
for and that it is of consistent 
quality." 

John is keen that Mommer-
steeg forges good relationships 
with the bodies within the golf 
industry like BIGGA. 

"It is important that we do play 
an active role in grass seed usage 
in the golf industry and that is 
the main reason we want to sup-
port the education programme 
within BIGGA. 

"We believe that through 
things like the Turf Grass Work-
shops we have been running that 
we have some practical things to 
offer as well as a lot of expertise 
within the company and that a 
closer relationship between Mom-
mersteeg will help to develop bet-
ter greenkeeper understanding of 
grass seed mixtures and individ-
ual grass seed cultivars." 

Mommersteeg, with its Dutch 
headquarters has also already 
been of practical support to 
greenkeeping acting as host to 
the inaugural meeting of the 
European Golf Greenkeepers 
Association.. 

"We were delighted to be 
invited by Neil Thomas and Dean 
Cleaver to host the first meeting 
in Holland and it gave us an 
opportunity to show off our trial 
and production facilities to 
Europe's greenkeeping bodies. 
We hope that it becomes a suc-
cessful Association," said John. 



Advances in turf production 
Derek Edwards takes a look at 
the improvements in the turf 
industry since the mid 70s. 

The cultivated turf industry 
has seen many changes and 

much growth since the mid 70s, 
largely driven by advances in turf 
grass technology and better stan-
dards of greenkeeping/grounds-
manship. Because of the wide 
variety of good quality turf now 
available, a huge increase in 
demand for high standard and 
specific products has been gener-
ated. 

Twenty years or so ago the 
average greenkeeper would not 

consider for one moment the use 
of turf for repairing or construct-
ing a golf green. The choices 
would have been limited to buy-
ing turf from parkland, meadow-
land or coastal regions 
(seawashed) representing 
roughly 90% of the then turf 
industry. Only a mere handful of 
purpose grown cultivated turf 
producers existed with limited or 
questionable supplies. Invariably 
the greenkeeper would end up 
seeding or creating an on-course 
turf nursery simply because ade-
quate material could not be read-
ily purchased. Even if the grass 
was suitable, the soil types would 

not necessarily be compatible and 
vice versa. If anything, seawashed 
turf, because of its fescue domi-
nated swards was purchased in 
comparatively large quantities for 
those who wanted a fine textured 
sward for bowling, golf or luxury 
lawns. However, for most of 
these applications the grass qual-
ity and strength were question-
able as was the soil type which 
invariably was silty. 

In the late 70s a few turf grow-
ers began purpose growing turf 
for various specific applications. 
For example a lighter, stone free 
soil would have been chosen and 
a grass seeds mixture or say an 

80/20 fescue/bent mixture would 
be drilled (grasses of known qual-
ity and availability) and then the 
area intensively managed to pro-
duce golf or bowling green turf. 
To begin with this was slow to 
catch on, mainly due to its rela-
tively high price but more espe-
cially greenkeepers were 
sceptical; because of the historical 
bad record of turf supply quality 
they would not trust the descrip-
tion of the turf given by the 
grower to match the product. 
Invariably, however, the material 
would sell but the quantities were 
small and very quickly the conti-
nuity of supply failed and the turf 
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The Picnic is over and Spring 
is round the corner so plan 
your turf requirements and 

place your order. 
Q Lawns 

Growers of Quality Turf 
01842 828266 



Putting down roots 
has never been 
more important 

T 

The wear and tear your tees suffer all year round 
puts a premium on turf with outstanding powers 
of recovery That's why you should use Medallion 
turf from Rolawn. 

It's ferocious rooting power ensures maximum 
penetration - ready to play weeks, even months, 
earlier. And Medallion turf is ideal 
for repair and renewal: order as much IS/j/j^O xi 
or as little as you need. 

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY: contact 
your local Rolawn depot for a FREE sample 

and see the difference for yourself in days. 
We have depots nationwide - to find 
your nearest, call 01904-608661 
and ask for Customer Services. 

® Rolawri 
B R I T A I N S F I N E S T T U R F 

HEAD OFFICE: ELVINGTON, YORK, Y02 SAR 
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West Grange, Thorganby, York Y04 6DJ Tel 01904 448675 Fax 01904 448713 

advancing turf t e c h n o l o g y 

SOVEREIGN 
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ON TOP FOR CHOICE - A grade for every purpose. Available in 
standard or Jumbo rolls. 
ON TOP FOR QUALITY - Top rated STRI cultivars all grown on light, 
sandy soil. 
ON TOP FOR SERVICE - Available direct or through local depots. 
All Sovereign Turf is delivered fresh within 24 hours of harvesting. 
GET ON TOP WITH SOVEREIGN - Call Steve Williams now on 
01728-688984 for a quote, sample, or to arrange a visit to our fields. 

Fir Tree Farm • Blaxhall • Woodbridge • Suffolk • IP12 2DX 

iop marKS xo Linaum Tor tneir 
ever expanding range of turf 
grades and specialist services. 
• StrathAyr BAyr Root washed turf 
• Turf SqAyrs 
• Standard and big rolls 
• Turf laying service 
When it comes to innovation, new 
technology and a red carpet 
service, Lindum are in a class of 
their own. 

TOURNAMENT 
for golf & bowling greens 

TEES 
for golf tees 
(choice of 3 mixtures) 

SPORTURF 
for the professional football ' 
or rugby stadium 

HERITAGE 
for prestigious lawns, 
gardens and parks 

FESTIVAL 
general landscaping 

PURE BENT 
the speciality golf turf 



Advances in turf production 

Harvesting turf t i les 

grower, lacking much experience, 
would resort to supplying mate-
rial of an inferior nature which 
would then further disillusion the 
greenkeeper. 

Gradually the increasingly dis-
criminating greenkeeper was 
being converted and by shopping 
around could, by the early 80s, 
find reasonable sources of supply 
of turf which not only contained 
appropriate grasses but was 
grown on reasonable soil types 
and was produced with quality 
seed providing a very acceptable 
and attractive result. So it was 
catching on. 

The boom in golf course con-
struction during the 1980s 
fuelled the demand and as this 
coincided with an increase in 
agricultural land availability 
(thousands of acres taken out of 
crop production) a whole and sig-
nificant industry was developing 
with many farmers turning to turf 
production as an alternative crop. 
Owing to the wide gulf between 
agriculture and horticulture many 
of these projects proved a disas-
ter. However some farmers who 
took the trouble to learn the sub-
ject and to get advice from 
experts did and have succeeded 
in producing consistently good 
turf products. 

This activity was being 
reflected throughout the whole of 
the country and abroad and 
encouraged turf machinery man-
ufacturers, amenity seed produc-
ers and trade suppliers generally 
to increase production and intro-
duce new and improved materials 
and equipment, further encourag-
ing growth in the industry. 

The first notable change was in 
the quality and reliability and 
choice of machinery specifically 
designed for turf growing (eg 
harvesters and mowers). To cope 
with the increasing acreages of 
cultivated turf, all these items 
were essential and the acreages 
since the 70s have grown from 
around 1500 to now well over 
15000 acres of quality purpose 
grown material under production 
in the UK alone. 

So advances in grass quality, 
improved growing techniques, 
better equipment and more 
knowledge have provided prod-
uct availability, and demand has 
been born from this. Turf is now 
used in a amazing array of appli-

cations - areas where turfing at 
one time would never have been 
considered. The main markets for 
cultivated turf are golf, bowling, 
tennis, cricket, football, landscap-
ing and lawn usage, however we 
now see turf being used on indus-
trial sites, roadside verges, river 
embankments airfields and so on. 

Many planners, specifiers and 
especially end users today look 
for an immediate result, that is 
that the area is initially green and 
will quickly be ready for use -
keeping the members or cus-
tomers happy. Only by using 
quality purpose grown turf can 
these requirements be fulfilled. 

For years the turf growers have 
battled against environmentalists 
who only see turf as denuding the 
area of its greenness and deplet-
ing the land of its rich topsoils. 
This has proved a nonsense in 
terms of modern high standard 
cultivations by skilled turf grow-
ers and emphasis is now being 
switched to the environmental 
benefits of turf. These benefits 
are too numerous to details in 
this article but briefly turfgrass 
provides erosion control, ground 
water recharge, surface water 
quality, chemical decomposition, 
soil improvement and restoration, 
heat dissipation, noise abate-
ment, glare reduction, decreasing 

pests and allergic pollens and 
probably most important of all to 
the environment, enormous 
quantities of oxygen that are 
given off into the atmosphere. 

The one time "cowboy" image 
is rapidly disappearing and the 
launch of a turfgrowers trade 
association in 1995 for the United 
Kingdom has not only helped 
with the marketing of turfgrass 
benefits but has also taken steps 
to improve standards of the prod-
uct and to improve the conduct of 
members growers who now total 
around 35. Named Turfgrass Pro-
ducers International UK its mem-
bers represent almost 80% of the 
total turf production in the coun-
try. With much work still to be 
done with the association barely 
two years old, already TPI UK has 
achieved the introduction of min-
imum standards of turf, a code of 
conduct for its members, a 
research and development fund 
and arranged seminars and talks 
for the industry in their regular 
meetings. All these from an asso-
ciation which has started off 
extremely successfully and pro-
vides the only group of turf grow-
ers with common and worthwhile 
objectives in the country. 

Methods of turf installation or 
laying have also dramatically 
affected the industry in recent 

years. We has seen the develop-
ment of Big Roll turfing systems 
(the original invented by Lawn 
Technology - now part of the 
Inturf Group). These systems 
allow mechanised handling of 
large sections of turf more accu-
rately, less disturbing and several 
times faster than the traditional 
small roll of turf laying that used 
to be undertaken laboriously. 

The industry has also seen 
developments in turf washing, 
where soil incompatibility could 
cause problems. Pressure jetted 
water onto the harvested turf 
removes the offending soil and 
the soilless turf is then laid on the 
prepared rootzone base, avoiding 
possible interface difficulties sub-
sequendy. 

Reinforced turf - where soil 
stability can present problems 
such as in goal mouth areas on 
football pitches is also gaining in 
popularity. The problem with the 
modern rootzone mixture for say 
football pitches is that it tends to 
be designed for rapid drainage 
and therefore tends to be 
extremely sandy. The problem 
with sand is that it lacks stability 
and this is where the reinforced 
material can assist greatly. This 
stabilisation process is not, how-
ever, to be confused with turf or 
sod netting - sometimes referred 



Advances in turf production 

IF I WASN'T A GREENKEEPER 
I WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN: 

"A professional footballer for 
either Glasgow Rangers or 

Manchester United." 
- Lex Armitage, Richmond GC 

to as reinforced netting. This net-
ting merely assists the turf 
grower to harvest turf prema-
turely providing absolutely no 
benefit to the end user. It can be 
a hazard in certain applications. 
Beware. 

Custom grown turf - this is 
where turf is pre-grown for a cus-
tomer's exacting or unusual 
requirements. The specialist turf 
grower will import the specified 
rootzone spreading it to a prede-
termined depth according to the 
type of harvesting dimensions 
and transplanted when the facil-
ity construction has been com-
pleted. This turf can be laid by 
either traditional methods, big 
roll turfing or if there is not time 
remaining, the deep section turf 
tile can be employed and subse-
quently used also for instant 
repair work on damaged areas. 

While many of these new 
developments are highly spe-
cialised and handled only by a 
very few growers the trend is 

Installing big rolls 

however, one of improvement of 
turf types and turf systems and 
associated services. The summer 
of '95 did cause a blip in the 
development and improvement of 
the turfgrass industry generally, 
leaving many growers with huge 
areas of droughted land, but it is 
accustomed to major variations in 

climatic conditions and being a 
strong industry with innovative 
products and an ever growing 
demand for quality turf and ser-
vices the future is both secure 
and exciting. 
• Derek Edwards is Managing 
Director of the Inturf Group and 
Chairman of Turfgrass Producers 

International UK. 
For more information about the 

Turfgrowers Association please 
contact Peter Adams, 12 Vixen 
Walk, Danewood, New Milton, 
Hampshire, BH25 5RU. Tel: 
01425 638934 Fax: 01425 
639195. 

M U H • 
ISO 9002 

• 

I N S T I N C T I V E L Y 

BIG ROLL TURF 
The original patented system 

CUSTOM GROWN 
For special applications 

CLASSIC 
A complete range of turf types 

LAY 'N' PLAY 
Turf Tiles 

Unique instant turf repairs 

The Inturf Group, 
Regent Street, Pocklington, York Y04 2QN 

Telephone (01759) 3 0 4 1 0 1 Fax (01759) 305229 
For Scotland 

Tel: 0131 663 6617/8/9 Fax: 0131 663 0651 
For France 

Tel: +++(33) 44 54 90 76 Fax: +++(33) 44 54 64 07 
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Slow down to move ahead 
In all these years of maintaining golf 
greens the green speed has changed. 
The greens have become faster, but 
where is the end and how far can we 
go? 

In my opinion, we cannot go any 
further, but we have to go backwards. 
First of all, green speed depends upon 
grass species and professional mainte-
nance. However, we are cutting lower 
and lower to create fast greens for big 
tournaments or to have the fastest 
greens in the area. Being cut below 5 
mm, however, fescues, brown top 
bent and creeping bent will not sur-
vive. What we are doing is encourag-
ing annual meadow grass, and this is 
the opposite of what we want. After all, 
we would like to play golf in autumn 
and winter too The worst thing, that 
happened was introducing the stimp-
meter, and setting standards for faster 
greens. 

In Harrogate, I was talking to a 
Course Manager and he said his 
greens were 13 feet on the stimpmeter 
and members were st;!l complaining 
about slow greens. These ridiculous 
comments should be stopped. Also 
talking to Dr Joe Vargas, Plant Pathol-
ogist at Michigan State University, I 
said, that by raising up the cutting 
height of greens we would solve vari-
ous problems like diseases, heat-
stress wear and tear etc. He said: 
"Don't tell me. I know you're right. Tell 
your committee and members." 

We are cutting too close to what 
grass species on greens can with-
stand. But what is the problem? If 
everybody start to make these changes 
at his golf course, committees will see 
the improvements in turf quality Of 
course a Course Manager will say that 
by doing so he will loose his job. If that 
is the case he should wonder whether 
he is employed by the right club. 

Because of the above argument, I 
would like to ask, and I seriously hope 
that are willing to, organisations which 
have influence on this matter, to help 
Course Managers in this never ending 
story of fast, faster, fastest greens. I 
am hereby thinking of organisations 
like the Royal and Ancient, the PGA, 
the STRI, BIGGA, USGA, Golf Monthly 
and people like agronomists, archi-
tects, and the top media commenta-
tors. I would like them to stand up and 
tell the world that the direction we are 
going in is the wrong one. We should 
give grass species a chance to survive, 
and with the parties mentioned above 
standing behind this matter, life for the 
Course Managers would be made a lit-
tle bit easier 

As long as we have greens of 
smooth trueness and green speed 
adapted to the characteristics of the 

available grass species of the green, it 
is all right. And a good professional 
golfer can adapt his game to the qual-
ity of the available green. 

In my opinion raising up the cutting 
height enough to keep the required 
grass species alive is the way forward 
and not what we have been doing all 
these years. 
Arne van Amerongen 
Lauterbach 
Germany 

Caution over cures 
Through your magazine I am inter-
ested to find out how many Golf 
Course/Turf Managers, Green Chair-
man and Secretaries consider, like 
myself, that information about a large 
number of products leads us into tun-
nel thinking, especially when it comes 
to the understanding of grass and soil 
growing mediums, its requirements, 
tolerances, maintenance regimes etc. 

More and more we see wonderful 
cures in bottles and bags which the 
turf manager is expected to buy as the 
latest developments. These cures quite 
often lead to another purchase to 
counteract the reaction of the first and 
so on. 

Are we moving away from good cul-
tural turf management? Do we as an 
industry agree what good cultural turf 
management is? Are sports clubs, golf 
clubs, realistic and consistent in their 
expectations of the turf they play on? 
Are these expectations leading the turf 
manager to look for the quick cure in 
the bottle? 

These are a few of the questions 
that I fee need answering to enable 
those of us involved in turf care to pro-
duce the results that satisfy both the 
sportsman's need and the turf man-
ager's needs. 

This is too deep a subject to discuss 
in one letter so perhaps anybody with 
views on the subject would contact me 
to ascertain whether an open discus-
sion would be justified at a venue. 
Steven Pell 
Course Manager 
Lansdown GC 

First class event 
I would like to thank BIGGA for the 
wonderful job of putting a first class 
class conference together. As it was 
my first time there, and I hope it won't 
be my last, and I had such a great 
time, I will certainly recommend it to 
other greenkeepers in the North Sec-
tion. 

I have been in greenkeeping now for 
31 years and I can honestly say it was 

the best conference I have ever been to 
and the most friendly people I have 
ever met. 
Hugh McLatchie 
Head Greenkeeper 
Peterhead GC 

Excellent value 
Through the pages of Greenkeeper 
International may we thank the BIGGA 
delegation who attended the GCSAA 
Conference and Show in Orlando for 
their company and friendship through-
out our visit. 

We felt the organisation, hotels and 
plane seats from Gatwick to Orlando 
were excellent value. 

Hope it is not too long 'till we all 
meet again. 
Craig and Mhairi Stewart 
Wittelsbacher GC 
Rohrehfeld-Neuburg 
Germany 

A great week 
I write to you to convey my thanks 
through your magazine to the North 
Section (Scottish Region) on my 
receiving the Patron's Award for the 
Section. 

This enabled me to attend BTME '96 
which I thoroughly enjoyed, also giv-
ing me the chance to meet many more 
friends from the greenkeeping profes-
sion. 

I must also give a vote of thanks to 
Elliott Small for arranging another 
great but strip for everybody from 
Scotland. 

I am surer I can say on behalf of 
everybody it was a great week. 

Thank you once again. 
Gordon McKie 
Deputy Head Greenkeeper 
Eden Course 
St Andrews 

Fair deals ignored 
I am writing in frustration at the disre-
gard that golf club committee's seem 
to show towards the BIGGA wage 
scale. In the four and a half years that I 
have been in greenkeeping, it has been 
laughed at, screwed up and usually 
totally ignored. 

Isn't it about time that somebody 
stood up for the greenkeeper and 
made the wage scale a compulsory 
minimum, as it is in agriculture, on 
which the BIGGA rate is based? I really 
think that the BIGGA Board of Manage-
ment should start to think about the 
ordinary greenkeeper, instead of con-
centrating on the top few greenkeepers 
who may be earning a decent wage. I 
also think that a craftsman's wage sys-

tem should be introduced to reward 
greenkeepers who take the time to 
learn new skills and who gain recog-
nised qualifications, but until the golf 
clubs are told that they must pay for 
the time and skill put into the prepara-
tion of their golf courses, I'm sure they 
will just carry on paying derisory 
wages and in some cases letting peo-
ple work in dangerous conditions 
under the health and safety laws. 
Maybe it's about time for less bowing 
and scraping to the golf clubs and a bit 
more effort being put into the welfare 
and earnings of the membership of 
their Association. After all it is the 
humble greenkeeper who makes up 
the majority of the membership. 
Name and Address Supplied 

Appreciated 
I have been requested by my fellow 
students who attended the Massey 
Ferguson Tractor Appreciation Course 
at Oaklands College to convey our 
heartfelt thanks to all those concerned 
with the organisation of this course. 
f We all feel that the instruction given 
to us by Guy Stewart of Massey Fergu-
son was of the highest quality in 
explaining the nuts and bolts approach 
to tractors and other grass machinery. 

We would also like to thank the 
Principle and Chris Bishop of Oaklands 
College for the hospitality shown to us 
during our stay. 

We all hope that this type of course 
will be available again to greenkeepers 
who, like us, would find it a very 
rewarding experience. 
Mark Anderson 
Head Greenkeeper 
Newbury Racecourse Golf Club 

Generous gift 
May I thank the Northern Section of 
BIGGA for its generous gift of £84 
donated to Kasisi orphanage. The 
orphanage that my wife Marie and I 
help to support is situated in Zambia, 
approximately 30 kilometres east of 
Lusaka and at present there are 140 
children there with ages ranging from 
one day old to teenagers. 

Part of the orphanage houses 40 
babies suffering either from the HIV 
virus or AIDS. These children do not 
live very long, but with the held of 
donations received from caring people 
and the love given to them by the Sis-
ters running the orphanage it does 
allow them to die with dignity. 

Once again many thanks to you all 
for your generosity. 
Bert and Marie Cross 
Liverpool 



New on the market 
After 23 years marketing Billy 
Goat outdoor vacuums Bob 
Andrews Ltd has signed up with 
new American partners Giant 
Vac Inc, from New England. 

The new range includes push 
and power driven pedestrian 
vacs from 5-11 hp; blowers of 5, 
8 and 11 hp; tailgate loaders and 
truck loaders from 11-20hp. 

Giant Vac vacuum machines 
are designed on a modular basis 
and a range of options including 
engines, snouts, wheels or wan-
derhoses cam be attached to 
the basic wheeled chassis. 

Bob Andrews will arrange a 
trial anywhere in Britain free and 
without obligation. Tel: 01344 
8 6 2 1 1 1 . 

Farmura is launching a spring 
promotion offering a free wax 
body warmer to help increase 
awareness of its Liquid Organics 
and Liquid Concentrates as part 
of balanced turf management. 

Spend £350 on selected Far-
mura products between now and 
May 31 and you will be sent a 

free body warmer. 

The Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund has developed its own 
range of sun care products -
Sun Safe - which is unique in 
that it is the only range of the 
market with no products which 
actively help people to tan. 

"We do not want to encourage 
people to seek a tan and we are 
very concerned about giving the 
public the right message on sun 
protection. This is why the lowest 
factor in the Sun Safe range is 
SPF 15. But to avoid burning, 
peopie must follow the pack 
instructions carefully," said Dr 
Julia Newton Bishop, the ICRF 
skin cancer expert who guided 
the development of Sun Safe. 

All profits from the sale of Sun 
Safe products will go to the 
Imperial Cancer Research Fund 
and its research programme and 
even 1% of the of the sun care 
market would be worth up to 
£1.5 million per annum. 

This year over 40,000 people 
in the UK will be diagnosed with 

skin cancer yet many could pre-
vent the disease by taking sim-
ple precautions against the sun -
such as wearing protective cloth-
ing and a high protection sun-
screen or sunblock on exposed 
skin. 

The ICRF recommends the fol-
lowing tips some of which could 
be utilised by greenkeepers, oth-
ers not! 
• Stay out of the sun between 
11am and 3pm. 
• Keep in the shade where pos-
sible. 
• Cover up. Wear loose-fitting 
close-weave cotton clothes 
which protect the shoulders and 
neck, a wide-brimmed hat which 
shades the face and sunglasses 
with a UV filter. 
• Cover exposed parts of the 
skin with sunscreen or sunblock 
which is at least SPF 15. 

Hayter has re-designed and 
up-graded its Condor after an 
extensive campaign to canvas 
opinion from customers. 

Among the advances this has 

mrf'r- . ^ • « s - „ -

brought about are easier more 
comfortable controls, a strength-
ened deck and a fuller skirt. 

The new Condor Elite, pictured 
above, is available in two models 
- the Hydrostatic and the Bank. 
The Hydrostatic is driven by a 
Honda GX340 11 hp engine with 
hydrostatic transmission and 
allows infinite speed variation 

PRESENTING THE POWERFUL NEW REELMASTER SERIES. 



forward and reverse without 
gears or clutch. 

The Bank model is purpose-
built for negotiating difficult 
slopes and embankments. It is 
powered by a Kohler Magnum 
M8T 8hp engine and has a 
ratchet-driven transmission to 
ensure positive traction on steep 
gradients. 

Both are available with the 
option of 30' and 36" rotary 
attachments or a 30", three and 
five bladed cylinder verge 
attachment. 

On the well worn premise that 
"Every new development in the 
States inevitably crosses the 
Atlantic and becomes a trend in 
the United Kingdom" we can 
soon expect Softspikes to be 
the accepted norm for anchoring 
golf shoes to turf. 

Softspikes were introduced in 
the USA in 1993 and already 
more than 175 courses through-
out the States have banned tra-
ditional metal spikes, as tests 
have proved that softspikes 

reduce damage to turf, carpet 
and may even be easier on the 
human body. 

The non-penetrating urethane 
spikes have a plastic flange with 
ridges fashioned in a fan-like 
design to provide traction. 

Literature from the American 
manufacturers of Softspikes 
gives the enlightening statistic 
that a fourball "leaves approxi-
mately 500 footprints, which 
translates into 6,000 spike 
wounds on each green. For most 
courses that's about a million 
spikemarks a day. The company 
also claims that the spikes 
reduce the spread of Poa Annua 
and other grass diseases and 
saves the club money on fer-

tiliser and fungicides. 
"The theory that metal spikes 

somehow aerate the turf is 
largely disproved," said Jim 
Snow, National Director of the 
USGA's greens section. "Metal 
spikes actually increase com-
pacting." 

Since their initial launch the 
company -Softspikes - has intro-
duced a new improved version 
aimed at providing more traction. 

The company also provides 
information on how to implement 
metal spike bans at golf clubs. 

The current cost of the new 
spikes is currently around $7 to 
$9 for a set of 24. 

So we wait with bated breath 
for the arrival of the Softspike 
revolution which will consign tra-
ditional metal spikes to the same 
footnote in history as the Great 
British roast dinner. 

A new seeding machine, 
recently used at Gog Magog GC 
in Cambridgeshire, has helped 
to reduce seed waste and bare 
patches due to wind drift. 

The new machine, the Pro-
seeder TP1700 from Denmark, 
and bought from Greensward 
Engineering Company of Leeds, 
discharges the seed at such a 
low height that it eliminates wind 
drift while it also gently rakes the 
seed into the surface and covers 
it with a thin layer of soil which 
was scattered by its special 
mesh rear roller. 

At Gog Magog the process 
was so successful that despite 
problems with wind erosion on 
the fairways the seed stayed in 
place and excellent germination 
was achieved. 

The TP1700 is the largest in a 
range which also includes the 
TP1100 for small compact trac-
tors and the HP600 pedestrian 
seeder. 

Greensward said that one cus-
tomer has reported saving £400 
on seed with his HP600 and that 
the machine paid for itself in the 
first few months. 

Further information can be 
obtained from Greesnsward on 
0113 267 6000. 

SO DEDICATED, THEY EARN THEIR STRIPES EVERYTIME. 

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167 

Whatever the season, whatever the weather, this 

greenkeeper cuts a fine swathe through thick, 

uneven turf to produce the perfect fairway. 

For the new Reelmaster fairway mowers 

boast many new, innovative features resulting 

in a cut like never before. 

Rugged, powerful and durable, 

they have the lightest of touches. Their 

new L-I-N-K-S™ system of floating linkage and individual lift arm dampers hug 

the turf to get into dips and hollows for a close, 

all-over cut with no "bobbing", even at speeds in 

excess of 7mph. 

f h e Reelmaster 6500D, with its 5-gang 

mower, and the 6700D, a 7-gang mower, both 

offer impressive cutting technology with all-

interchangeable variable speed, automatically 

controlled reels to handle fast-growing, tough 

The new L-I-N-K-S™ system seasonal grasses. 

Quiet in operation thanks to Toro's advanced noise reduction, the powerful 38hp 

and 42hp diesel engines will help these machines reach inclines other mowers can't. 

To win your stripes, give us a call and we'll walk your 

course with you and recommend the best machine for 

your needs. 

You too can trust Toro expertise and quality. Simply 

telephone 01480 476971 and we'll arrange for a local Bringing perfection 

dealer to contact-you. to play. 
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GRASS and POWER 

SPECIALISTS ^r 
Newly appointed Iseki dealers with an 

extensive range of Massey Ferguson and 

Iseki parts now in stock 

Demonstration equipment available 

MF362 62hp 4wd Tractor 
MF1200 Series Compact Range 

Iseki Range inc. SF 300 Out Front Rotary 
Full Range of Richard Long Equipment 

Contact us now to arrange your demonstration 
and for further details 

Reading: 01734 884888 Fax: 01734 885454 
Wallingford: 01491 838388 Fax: 01491 836702 

DSSCCO W.LONG-EQUIP 
MASSCY FERGUSON 

International 

This space could 
be working for 
you from only 
£75 per month. 

Call Carol or 
Louise on 
01347 838581 

ABIGGA 
Thank 

\ 
B1GGA 

\GOLDEN KEY 
and SILVER KEY 
CIRCLES 

...to the following companies, in 
recognition of their 

support for the Greenkeeper 
Education and Development Fund 

Golden Key Circle: 
Miracle 

Professional 
L 

HAYTER 
/ J A C O B S E N 

O C M I S r a g ^ 
IRRIGATION (UK) LTD M 

Taylor 

1 TURF EQUIPMENT Established K u b o h o 

« C h a r d i n 

Silver Key Circle: ci 
Avoncrop 

^ ^ F E N C H U R C H 

sisis ci 
Avoncrop 

Rolawri 

Together, we're building a 
great future for golf club, 

greenkeeper and game 
For details of how you can support the 
Education and Development Fund, 
Contact BIGGA at Aldwark Manor, 
Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF. 
Telephone: 01347 838581 Fax: 01347 838864 BIGGA 



Around the Green 
Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions 

Scotland East Section 
Welcome to this month's report. Hope 
everyone is well into their spring reno-
vation work as the weather has taken 
a turn for the better. Well not a lot to 
tell you about this month but here we 
go. 

We had a day out at Souter's of Stir-
ling and a great day was had by all 16 
members who made the journey - yet 
again a very poor turnout. What do we 
have to do to get our members inter-
ested in these days that we organise 
for you? If someone could let me 
know it would be much appreciated. 
So thanks again to John Souter and 
his company for a great day. 

The East Section played host to the 
Scottish Conference at the Edinburgh 
Airport Stakis Hotel. I could not make 
it due to work commitments but I got 
all the details from Steve Dixon and 
Robert Hogarth who informed me of 
the good turnout, speakers etc. Also it 
was good to see our Chairman, Dean 
Cleaver, in attendance and our Execu-
tive Director, Neil Thomas, also made 
the trip north to be with us. 

We hope to see a good turnout on 
April 11 at Longniddry GC for our first 
outing of the new season which is also 
the second round of our Hayter Quali-
fier, so you had better get some prac-
tice in if you wish to qualify for this 
year's Scottish Final. 

You will soon have your fixture card 
and a social committee newsletter 
with all details of upcoming events for 
the first time this year. 

Well that's it all for this month folks 
and I'll speak to you all next month. 
Chris Yeaman 

Scotland North Section 
Well it is April and next month at the 
superb links of Cruden Bay near Peter-
head we have our Spring outing. You 
better get your entry in quickly as I am 
sure there will be a big demand for 
places. You have been warned! 

While on the subject I must mention 
that the first four draws of the 200 
Club will take place at Cruden Bay so 
it is imperative that all tickets are sold 
prior to the day to maximise the funds 
raised. Please buy the ticket sent to 
you to support your Section, or at least 
return it in good time so that it can be 
sold on to someone else. If you are 
going to pay for it on the day that is 
fine but let a member of the commit-
tee know to save time consuming and 
cosdy phone calls. There should really 
be no need to chase people in this 
matter. A simple yes or no as soon as 
the card is delivered is all that is 
required. 200 Club organiser Gordon 
McKie has moved into his new flat in 
Cupar now and can be contacted on 
01334 653995. 

As forecast last month here is the 
anticipated influx of new members to 
the Section. Royal Dornoch has two 
new trainees to welcome, Marcus Ross 
and Gary Gruber from Huntly; we 
have Stuart Angus, Alford's new 

trainee John Morton joins us as does 
Boat of Garten's James Hutchison. 
From the new Craggan course at 
Grantown-on-Spey we welcome assis-
tant Mark Brennan and finally, for this 
month anyway, joining us is Richard 
Cutler, assistant at Montrose Links. 
Keep them coming. The more the mer-
rier. 

Good times and not so good times 
for a couple of members to report. The 
good news concerns Westhill green-
keeper Bradley Wood who married his 
first love, Donna, at the venue of his 
second love (I hope that is the right 
order) Pittodrie Stadium, home of 
Aberdeen FC. We wish them all the 
best for the future. The not so good 
news is of Hopeman greenkeeper Ste-
vie Dunn, who in his other role as 
goalkeeper of Rothes FC, just failed to 
help them reach their first cup final for 
many years when they went down 2-0 
to Inverness Clach in the North of 
Scotland Cup semi-final. Better luck 
next time Stevie. 

Congratulations to Mike Wilson on 
his appointment as Head Greenkeeper 
at the newly privatised Forres GC. 

Another group of North members 
went through their D32/33 training at 
Nairn recently and should be building 
up their portfolios for assessment now. 
All Head Greenkeepers should go 
through this so that they can assess 
their trainees in the future. Details are 
available from the GTC or by contact-
ing Section Education conveners, 
Stewart McBain on 01224 733347 or 
Kevin Peace on 01467 623125. 
Iain Macleod 

West of Scotland 
On a sad note I must mention the 
recent death of Richard Aitken Snr, a 
respected businessman and life mem-
ber of the Association. Richard Aitken 
started his business in 1963 when the 
company he worked for decided to 
uproot from the west and move east. 
The father of two, son Richard and 
daughter Grace, our best wishes and 
thoughts are with them at this time. 
Richard was a great supporter of the 
West Section and was well respected 
within the trade. I'm sure a good 
friend has been lost to all who knew 
him. 

Recently a football match was 
arranged between the West Section 
and a Kevin Brunton Select under the 
guise of Central Section. The West 
came out on top winning 7-3. The first 
half proved to be the battle for 
supremacy with a 3-2 lead to the 
West, although keeping errors were 
about due to myself. Finally the West's 
strong legs got the better of Central 
and goals came fast and furiously. The 
goal scorers were Brian Hillan, Peter 
Cowan, two from George Nisbet and a 
hat trick from "Mr Greed" Stevie 
McGechie. Well done everybody and 
thanks to the opposition for a well 
contested and enjoyable game. Special 
mention to Ronnie Miles, Helens-

burgh, for refereeing the match so well 
and making the boys tow the line so to 
speak. Brian Hillan should be thanked 
for supplying the team with strips on 
the day, even if they had us worried. 
They looked the picture, maybe that 
helped them play better. 

The Spring Outing forms will be 
issued by now so be sure and enter 
quickly. There's sure to be a large 
entry at such a good course. Remem-
ber the winners qualify for the Hayter 
Challenge in May with the opportunity 
to go south in September. Something 
to look forward to. 

The Scottish outing looks as though 
Elie will be the host. So another good 
venue! 

Balmore has confirmed the Autumn 
Outing and I'm sure it will be in great 
condition. I wonder if this year quick 
greens and nice pin placements will be 
the norm. 

The proposed trip to Royal Lytham 
had to be called off due to difficulties 
with bookings and arrangements for 
the time. 

A warm welcome is extended to the 
following new members of the Sec-
tion: Gavin Rutherford, Strathendrick 
GC; Andrew Cairns, Drumpellier; Stu-
art Ferguson, Stuart McDonald, Alan 
Hay, Edward Dully and Colin Shanks, 
all Bonnyton. We wish them well and 
hope to see them at the Section 
events. 

Remember please, if there is any 
information for the Section please 
phone on 0141 942 5554. 
James S Taylor 

Scottish Region 
Once again the Scottish Region Con-
ference was a successful day, 160 
including the speakers, enjoyed a var-
ied and interesting programme. With 
the sun shining and a lovely dry work-
ing day, concern that some of the dele-
gates might be tempted to stay on the 
course was expressed, but obviously 
all the hard work had been done in the 
good weather before the turn of the 
year. 

We were delighted to have our 
National Chairman Dean Cleaver and 
Executive Director Neil Thomas with 
us for the day. Along with the fact that 
they might have learnt something, it 
gave many of our members an oppor-
tunity to speak with them as they min-
gled at coffee and lunch breaks. 

It was a great turnout covering from 
as far north as Dornoch to Seahouses 
southward and from Fort William on 
the west to St Andrews on the east. As 
well as the greenkeepers we had the 
largest turnout of club officials ever, 
most of whom expressed how much 
they had enjoyed it. We also had a 
representative from the Scottish Golf 
Union and from the IOG. It is good to 
see more and more clubs appreciating 
that the golf course is the most impor-
tant part of any club and that the con-
tinual improvement of the standards 
of their courses is essential. 

It was not all plain sailing as firsdy 
the room temperature soared and the 
heating had to be adjusted, the micro-
phone developed a squeal now and 
again and when a workman in the 
next room started up with his drill I 
thought "Oh no. This is not going to be 
my day". However all these little 
things were sorted out as they arose. 
As to the speakers themselves, after a 
few words from the BIGGA Chairman 
we were off on the morning session 
under the chairmanship of Alasdair 
McLaren, Education Convener for 
Scotland. Our regular Education 
update was ably delivered by Steve 
Miller, from Oatridge College, and he 
was followed by Ken Gordon from 
Filpumps on Golf Course Irrigation 
with emphasis on the design of sys-
tems. Gordon Moir, Head Greenkeeper 
at the Eden Course, spoke next of how 
he and his staff reconstructed the pond 
on the Eden to give it a more natural 
look. The morning was finished off by 
David Roy, Course Manager at Linlith-
gow GC, on Conservation, how impor-
tant it is, how it is not as difficult to 
implement as some may think and 
how it must fit the needs of the golfer. 

The afternoon session was chaired 
by Stephen Dixon, Chairman of the 
East Section, and started with Iain 
MacLeod from Tain, on working on a 
big project with a small budget on a 
highland course. Ian Henderson of Ian 
Henderson Finance gave an interesting 
talk on financial leasing and how to 
achieve the optimum fleet. Buying 
Time, Buying Turf was the title of 
Graeme Forbes, MD Stewarts & Co, 
talk. 

Explaining the problems of turf 
nursery production and also giving 
handy hints on how to look after your 
turf once it is in place. The last speaker 
of the day was John Souter MD, Grass 
Technology International, on Golf 
Course design and construction and 
with the use of slides of courses all 
over the world showed the difference 
between natural and artificial courses. 
All in all an excellent conference fin-
ished off by a vote of thanks from 
Jimmy Neilson, Vice Chairman of the 
Scottish Region. The Region wishes to 
thank all its patrons for their marvel-
lous support, not just at the conference 
but through the year as well. 

My thanks to Robert Hogarth, East 
Section Secretary and his team of 
helpers and especially to Edna for all 
her work before, during and after the 
event. 

I will just close the conference with 
one point. Lunch will definitely be 
seated next year. 

The Hayter Region Final will be 
held this year at Royal Aberdeen GC 
on Wednesday May 29. The Scottish 
National Tournament will be held at 
Elie Golf House Club on Tuesday June 
18. 

Northern: Sheffield 
Our Spring competition will be held at 



Sherwood Forest GC on April 15 at 
2pm. This will be the Hayter qualifier 
and Hayter will be the main sponsor at 
Sherwood. 

I would like to congratulate Barry 
Lax on the completion of 25 years ser-
vice as Head Greenkeeper at Worksop 
GC in February. The club presented 
Barry with a watch as thanks for his 
loyal service. Barry also received a 
commemorative plaque from the 
English Golf Union in recognition of 
his 25 years service after an EGU event 
at Workshop last autumn. One EGU 
official was amazed that Barry had 
been the Head Greenkeeper for 25 
years. He had never heard of anyone 
serving that long at the same club. 

New members this month include 
Darren Hayes and John Wilson of Oak-
mere Park; Gary Marsh, Hickledon 
GC; Andrew Lomas, Madock GC and 
Gary Chafer Ashby Deroy GC - for-
merly known as Scunthorpe GC. 
J.V.Lax 

Northern 
At our AGM last month the following 
officers were elected. President Bill 
Mountain (reelected); Vice-President, 
Mel Guy; Chairman, Alan Gamble 
(reelected), Vice Chairman, Robin 
Smith; Secretary/Treasurer, Simon 
Heppenstall. The rest of the committee 
is made up as follows:- Telford Jarvis, 
Denis Cockburn, Ian Thomson, Mick 
Hannon, Colin Garnett, David Thack-
ray, John Waite, R. Harris and P. 
Mitchell. Thank you to all members 
who attended. It was a good turnout. 

As you may have noticed we have a 
new Secretary and very best wishes 
and good luck to Simon, Course Man-
ager at Pontefract GC, in his new post. 
I am sure he will do an excellent job. 

Our annual dinner dance at Shipley 
GC recently was a great success with 
92 members and guests present. 
Thanks to our colleagues in the trade 
who provided prizes for the raffle, 
Martin Brothers, Henton & Chattel 
and also Ken Christie, the raffle raised 
£84 which was given to Bert Cross, 
Secretary of the North West Section 
towards the Kasisi Orphanage he sup-
ports in Zambia. 

On to the golf now and a reminder 
that the Hayter Qualifier is on April 
24 at Scarborough South Cliff. All 
bookings, together with £10 deposits 
must be received a week before the 
event. 

We were sorry to hear that Bill 
Mountain's wife has unfortunately 
been taken ill again and our best 
wishes from all in the Section to them 
both. 

Around the Green 

On a happier note, it was very good 
to see Alan Gamble looking fit and 
sprightly at our dinner dance after his 
recent illness. 

In future all queries, news corre-
spondence, bookings for golf etc 
should be addressed to Simon Hep-
penstall, at 2 Newby Walk, 
Kirkheaton, Huddersfield, HD5 OLQ 
Tel 01484 519829. Do give him a call 
with any information or gossip for 
him to pass on. I am sure he will be 
pleased to hear from you. 
Bob Lupton 

Cleveland 
The Annual General Meeting took 
place on February 15 at Darlington 
GC. Reports were given and we have 
a healthy balance sheet. Thanks to 
Secretary/Treasurer Gary Munro and 
Regional Representative Ian Holoran 
for sterling work during the past year. 
Thanks to Bob Lawton for being golf 
event organiser. We hope to have bet-
ter attendances at meetings and 
request help before arranging speak-
ers for next autumn. We have over 
100 members which is very good but 
we want to have your presence gen-
tlemen. 

We are to have only one golf event 
in December for greenkeepers, which 
you can all afford. Gary will announce 
the venue in a newsletter. 

We send best wishes to Alan Gam-
ble and hope he gets fully fit and 
active again. 

One vacancy on <)ur Cleveland com-
mittee was taken by Tony Mears. Wel-
come Tony and thanks for your 
teaching efforts at Houghall College, 
Durham, on a part-time basis. 

See you at the Spring Golf Tourna-
ment at Ramside Hall Hotel GC, 
Durham on Wednesday May 15. 
Bruce Burnell 

North East 
The Autumn competition has now 
been confirmed and will be played at 
the City of Newcastle GC on Septem-
ber 19. 

The Section welcomes the follow-
ing new members - Garry Batson, 
Burgham Park GC; Garry Bolton, 
Crook GC; Cliff Bunn, Stocksfield GC; 

Edward Curry, Bellingham GC; Simon 
Dobson, Prudhoe GC; Neil Irvin, 
South Moor GC; Thomas Moore, 
Allendale GC; Simon Reid, South 
Shields GC; George Wright, Crook GC 
and Ian Kerr, Tynemouth GC. 

Congratulations to Craig Kilgour on 
his recent appointment and move 
from Ponteland GC to Hexham GC. 
Jimmy Richardson 

North West Section 
The theme of the N/W Seminar at 
Mere Golf and Country Club "Forward 
Together" was planned to involve 
everybody in the golf business. It was 
an excellent day with 100 delegates in 
attendance and six very knowledge-
able speakers. The seminar started 
with Neil Thomas taking us from the 
inception of BIGGA in 1987 to the 
present day, sharing with us some of 
the teething problems that occur 
when starting a new association. 
David Golding, of the GTC, spoke on 
the need for education and NVQs. 
David left little doubt that the GTC is 
doing everything possible to educate, 
not only the greenkeeper but also the 
golf clubs in allowing their staff to 
attend the colleges. 

The role of the Course Manager 
was the title for the following speaker, 
and Duncan McGilvray spoke on this 
subject admirably. Speaking as a 
Course Manager, Duncan referred to 
his own position and how forward 
planning, budgeting, communicating 
and training, are all part of the job, as 
well as the most important thing -
maintaining the course. 

The first part of the afternoon was 
shared by, Peter Dutton and Dr Frank 
Harkins, who are both involved with 
the English Golf Union. Peter Dutton 
spoke of the role of the EGU and their 
involvement with the GTC. Dr Harkins 
spoke about training junior golfers 
through the EGU and how difficult it 
is for those young golfers to eventu-
ally become professionals. 

John Hacker was the final speaker 
and the subject was Communication 
on the Golf Course. John, who is a 
former lecturer at Myerscough College 
and is now an agronomist spoke well 
on the subject and how important it is 
for greenkeepers, club officials, and 
members to communicate with each 
other and eradicate the us and them 
ideas of the past. 

I would like to thank all the speak-
ers for giving us an excellent educa-
tional day, Bob Lupton for chairing 
the seminar, Mere Golf and Country 
Club for use of their marvellous facili-
ties, members of the trade for their 

support and the delegates who make 
you feel it is worth all the hard work. 

The N/W Section has gained many 
new members since the BTME and I 
would like to welcome you all into the 
Section. Any new members who have 
not received a fixture list for the year, 
please contact me on 0151 724 5412 
and I will send you one immediately. 

The Spring Tournament this year 
will be played at Morecambe GC on 
Thursday May 30. This is also a quali-
fier for the Hayter Regional final and 
the closing date for entries is May 24. 
So send off your entries to Bill Merritt, 
225 Utting Avenue, Clubmoor, Liver-
pool. Tel: 0151 284 4416 including 
your deposit of £10. That's it for now 
and I hope you have a good golfing 
season. 
Bert Cross 

Midland Section 
To start with this month all Midland 
Section members should have 
received their entrance sheet and fix-
ture list for the coming season's tour-
naments. If anybody has not yet 
received theirs, then please contact 
me so I can send one to you. 

The first winter lecture was held at 
Walsall GC on February 14. Unfortu-
nately, it was not very well supported 
with only 22 members in attendance. 
The talks were given by David Gold-
ing, of the GTC, and Peter Jefford, of 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies. Both 
were very informative. The committee 
would like to thank both speakers for 
given up their time to come and speak 
to us. 

The next item of news is the sud-
den illness of David Franks, formerly 
of Avoncrop Amenity Products. Dave 
had a heart attack and has been very 
poorly. As of writing these notes he 
has greatly improved and is hoping to 
leave hospital in the foreseeable 
future. From all the members who 
know Dave we wish him well and a 
speedy recovery. 

Still on a sad note, I have informed 
of a sudden death of fellow green-
keeper Darrell Cooper. May we send 
our condolences to his family and 
friends. 

On a happier note, Steve Mucklow 
is now a proud father. Congratula-
tions to both Steve and his family on 
the new addition. 

And finally, I have been asked to 
attend liaison committee meetings at 
the Warwickshire College. At the last 
meeting it was felt that a question-
naire should be circulated around the 
Course Managers/Head Greenkeepers 
asking what levels of training they 
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would like to see the college provide. 
If you receive one please fill it in and 
return it to the college. 
Kim Blake 

East of England Section 
The final event of our winter pro-
gramme before the golf season com-
mences was a visit to the John Deere 
factory at Nottingham. A good 
turnout of 27 was greeted by Howard 
Storey of the organisation. We then 
had a guided tour through the various 
sections of the John Deere Company. 
We examined the running of he stores 
and parts division and were shown 
how quick it was to order a part. I 
must say, the back up is second to 
none. 

Then on to the service section and 
then a detailed breakdown of the lat-
est machinery in the turfcare range 
and finishing off with a hands on 
practical demo on the front lawns. 

A thank you presentation was made 
to Sharon Hornbuckle, Company Sec-
retary for our work on behalf of our 
section. When we were all fed and 
watered our Chairman, David 
Walden, thanked Howard and staff 
for a great day. 

A lot of orders were placed. 
New members this month are 

Adam Britton, Gedney Hill, Keith 
Fletcher and Ross Tomblin, Belton 
Woods and on the move is Alan Buck-
ley coming from North Wales to 
Newark. 

Diary Dates: April 23, Ramsey GC, 
PGM Trophy; May 21, Market Rasen 
GC, Rigby Taylor/Hayter Qualifier; 
June 26, Newark GC, Purd/s Cup; 
July 16, Peterborough Milton, Hayter 
Regional Final. 
Graeme Macdonald 

East Midlands 
Not a lot to report this month as not a 
great deal is happening. I will start 
this month by informing all members 
that as well as being your Section Sec-
retary I have now been appointed as 
your Region's Chairman. 

Congratulations this month go to 
Chris Butlin on his appointment as 
Head Greenkeeper at Cosby GC. 

I would like to remind all members 
that their entry forms for this year's 
Spring Tournament must be returned 
to me before the closing date of April 
11 along with a cheque should you 
wish to attend this day. Also on offer 
is a chance to qualify for this year's 
Hayter Regional final, held at Peter-
borough Milton on July 16. 

I keep seeing Richard Barker's 
name appearing in the magazine. 

Sorry to have to say this Tim but I 
think Richard has made more appear-
ances in this year's Greenkeeper Inter-
national than yourself so far. Keep 
trying though. 

Finally I would like to appeal to all 
Section members to phone or write to 
me if they have any snippets they 
would like to see in this column. 
Antony Bindley 

Mid Anglia 
In early March a course visit to 
Ashridge GC was arranged and was 
well attended with 25 members turn-
ing up. Jim Cassidy, the Course Man-
ager, gave us a short tour of the 
course followed by a look around the 
workshop and staff facilities which, it 
must be said,, were of an exceptional 
standard. Gerald Bruce, our Section 
Secretary, presented Jim with some 
wine to show appreciation for his time 
and effort. It was certainly an interest-
ing time spent there and let's hope 
that the standards set by Ashridge GC, 
particularly the staff facilities pro-
vided, become the norm in the future. 

Just a short reminder about our 
Spring Tournament on the 29th of 
this month. 

All entries should be in by now, by 
form and cheque only please. 

This event is the Sectional qualifier 
for the Hayter Tournament, the 
regional final of which will be held on 
July 16 at Peterborough Milton GC. 

The Lodgeway fourball Tourna-
ment should be underway by now, 
would all players ensure their matches 
are played by the date shown, it helps 
Chas run things smoothly if this is 
done. Many thanks. 
Paul Lockett 

Bucks, Berks and Oxon 
Section 
It's been a long hard winter and I'm 
glad that spring has arrived at last to 
wipe the cobwebs off the golf clubs. 
That's if I can remember where I 
dumped them. I expect the wife has 
sold them at the local car boot sale. 

The first event of the season is at 
Southfield GC on April 30. This is also 
the Hayter Qualifier. I hope everybody 
has received their entry forms for this 
event along with the Rigby Taylor 
Knockout form and fixture card for 
the season. What about the launch of 
the newsletter for the Section? I'm 
sure everybody has an opinion to 
share on this new venture. 

I hope this proves to be a successful 
way of keeping all you members 
informed of what's going on in our 
area. 

Also if you have a point of view you 
would like to share then put pen to 
paper and who knows your letter may 
find its way into the next newsletter. 

Congratulations to Russell Lucas 
whose name came out of the hat at 
Harrogate for a free holiday. 

Finally as we approach the start of 
yet another season I thinks it's a good 
time to remember an old friend. My 
last memory of Bob Plain was at last 
year's Spring Tournament. 

His old friend John Nudds has writ-
ten this tribute which I'm sure you 
will agree is very fitting. 
He walked the path of righteousness 
He walked the path of good 
This man who knew his destiny 
This man who understood 
Well liked and well respected 
Well thought of on the green 
His humour not forgotten 
His golf swing never seen (too quick) 
This man Bob Plain has left us 
But our memories linger on 
As work mates are indebted 
For the knowledge he's passed on 
And all of us who knew him 
Will quietly offer prayer 
Hoping we'll be lucky 
Seeing more Bob Plains appear 
Lindsay T. Anderson 

South East Region: East 
Anglia 
On February 29 a seminar was held at 
Bury St Edmunds GC (and the previ-
ous day at Channels GC), sponsored 
by Turf Actant Products. Richard 
Davies and Edward Clarkson wel-
comed 30 greenkeepers and grounds-
men, before introducing the speakers 
who had travelled to give us a further 
insight into their companies' develop-
ment work and the products they sup-
ply. Neil Baldwin of Service Chemicals 
gave an interesting talk on the subject 
of "Dry Patch" and, with the help of 
slides, explained some of the trials 
that had been carried out on golf 
greens to combat this problem. 

One of the latest products on the 
market Alleviate was discussed in 
depth and a look at the unique way it 
works on "Dry Patch" contaminated 
soil particles. "It is not a wetting 
agent," said Neil. Guy Longshaw, who 
then took us through the Symbio 
products. These are a range of growth 
activators used in a biological mainte-
nance programme. The aim? To pro-
duce quality, healthy turf without the 
use of high levels of fertilisers and 
fungicides. Following this Guy was 
joined by Neil Baldwin in a joint effort 
to answer questions from the floor. 

After a short break for coffee, Chris 

Davy, of MB Bark Supplies, gave us an 
idea of the type of products MB sup-
ply. These include the Hepworths 
Minerals Pro-Sport range of rootzones 
and top dressings. 

John Pemberton, the Administra-
tion Manager of BIGGA, gave an infor-
mative talk on the Association, "All 
you ever wanted to know but were 
afraid to ask!" Following questions 
and lunch, a round of golf was played 
by those keen to take advantage of 
the spring-like weather. 

Many thanks to Turf Actant Prod-
ucts for a very interesting day. 

Welcome to Reg Pooley, Bury St 
Edmunds, who has recently joined the 
Association. 

The list of known fixtures for 1996 
for those of you who many not have 
seen the list in February's issue of 
Greenkeeper International are, April 
18, Waldringfield; June 18, Caldecot 
Hall; October 9, Stableford Abbots. 

Anyone wishing to play in any of 
these competitions who fails to 
receive an entry form around two 
weeks before the competition date 
should contact David Wells 01702 
522202 or Andy Sheehan (I don't 
have his number at present) to regis-
ter. ALL SECTION MEMBERS WEL-
COME. Make a note in your diary of 
the dates and be prepared to make 
that call. "It's good to talk." 

It is with sadness that we learnt of 
the passing away of Geof Hills, South 
East Regional Administrator. Those 
who met Geof when he visited us at 
Thetford GC last August will know 
how much he had to offer the Section 
with his friendly approach to the tasks 
in hand. On behalf of the East Anglia 
Section we send our deepest sympa-
thy to all his family. 
Stephen Millard 

Surrey Section 
The last of the winter lectures was 
held back in February at Walton 
Heath Artisans Club. The speaker was 
Jonathan Franks, from British Seed 
Houses, and a big thank you to him 
for a most informative lecture and 
slide show. 

Also a big thank you to Paices for 
supplying a coach for the Section to 
attend a tour of the Ransomes works 
in Ipswich. Eighteen greenkeepers 
from the Section attended and from 
all reports it was a most enjoyable 
day. Thanks again to all those 
involved in the day's organisation, 
especially Paices, Ransomes and Clive 
Osgood. 

Congratulations to Paul Weston 
upon his promotion to Course Man-
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ager at the Drift GC and to Mark Bel-
larmy, also of the Drift for his appoint-
ment as Head Greenkeeper. 

Upon speaking to Terry Huntley, 
providing numbers of would-be asses-
sors come forward, the GTC are pre-
pared to run an assessor training day 
in the not too distant future. There is 
room for up to 15 Head Greenkeepers 
or First Assistant and the day will be 
free and will contribute towards 
obtaining D32/33 Assessor Awards. 
Please consider this proposition as 
Middlesex and Surrey are in great 
need of qualified assessors. 

Contact either the GTC or Terry 
Huntley on 0181 337 1395 ASAP. 

Forthcoming events include the 
Spring Tournament on May 1 at Fox-
hills -pm only 18 holes. The Cresta 
Cup at Croham Hurst GC, June 10, 
also pm, 18 holes only. Please support 
these events to ensure their continued 
existence. 
David Gibbs - 01737 832 015 for any 
relevant information. 

London Section 
This month is the start of our golfing 
events and our tournament will be 
held at Hendon GC on Wednesday 
April 24 starting at 11am. This is the 
Hayter qualifier and a good turnout is 
expected. 

Our summer tournament will be 
held at Mill Hill GC in June and the 
date will be finalised soon. This is an 
alternative to the venue that was 
booked previously, because of prob-
lems with the advanced booking 
arrangement. 

The Autumn Tournament will be 
held at the London and Hatfield 
G&CC on Wednesday November 13. 

This year we will be running on a 
trial basis a team inter club challenge 
which will be held at Dyrham Park 
G&CC in the June/July period. This 
event is organised for local Course 
Managers and their club officials. The 
club will provide a team of four play-
ers to include, for example, the Secre-
tary, Chairman or Ladies Captain and 
the Course Manager. The tournament 
will be sponsored by Miracle Profes-
sional and the main team prize will be 
one tonne of fertiliser or goods to the 
value for the club. Other prizes will be 
available and the cost for the day will 
be £62 per team. The golf will be fol-
lowed by an evening meal with a 
prize presentation. The main purpose 
of this event is to increase the har-
mony of local clubs and to improve 
the communication between all 
Course Managers and club officials. If 
you are interested in this event then 
please contact Don Wilson on 0181 
440 3361 ASAP. 

We are currently in the process of 
organising our golf fixtures for 
1997/8 and if anyone is interested in 
hosting an event would they please 
contact Don with the details. 
Barry Moggridge 

Kent 
Firstly I would like to thank David 
Wood for filling in as scribe for the 
last two magazines. 

Secondly by now you should all 
have had your letters for Sene Valley, 
as well as an information sheet for the 
next few months. Please read it and 
take note about behaviour and dress. 
You all have a duty to uphold the 
standards of the Association. 

In March the Gentleman's Dinner 
was held at Walton Heath on a very 

Around the Green 
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cold wet day and our Section was well 
represented. On a well presented 
course scoring was very good. Most 
embarrassingly the winner was yours 
truly with 40 pts off 8 handicap. My 
Captain, Kevan Dougal won the guest 
prize with 39pts off 9 handicap. Other 
prize winners were Callum Arthur and 
Mike Smith. Well done lads. 

I would like to thank Walton Heath 
for a wonderful day and George, Ray, 
Ian, Don, Rob, Mike and Mike for 
inspiring me to the win via those £5 
notes. Cheers lads. 

If anyone has any news or com-
ments please contact me on 0860 260 
240 or 01732 465363. 
Huw Morgan 

South West and South Wales: 
Devon and Cornwall Section 
In the past our February meetings 
have been renowned for their 
inclement weather conditions - just 
ask our Executive Director about his 
visit six years ago to Newquay. 

This year members were treated to 
a glorious Cornish day with just a 
slight nip in the air at our venue of 
Newquay GC on Wednesday February 
21. 

During the morning our golfing 
members competed for the Avoncrop 
Trophy with our non golfing members 
having their usual guided tour of the 
excellently prepared links course by 
Head Greenkeeper Paul Bullen. We 
were delighted to have the company 
of our afternoon speaker David Ward 
on the walk. David was recovering 
from being a passenger of our 
advance driver's short journey to 
Newquay! 

After an excellent lunch John Pal-
frey of Avoncrop presented the Avon-
crop Trophy and prizes for the 
morning's bogey golf competition. 
Results: 1. Tim Ellis, Mullion, level; 2. 
Gordon Tamblyn, Mullion, -2 on back 
nine; 3. Tony James, Tehidy, -2. 

To conclude a most successful day 
our afternoon educational talk was 
presented by David Ward, Course 
Manager at Royal Porthcawl on his 
preparations for the Walker Cup. 
David's talk was most interesting as 
he covered revetting work carried out 
on bunkers, tee construction, width 
and height of fairways including semi 
rough, rough, green speed for the 
tournament and the problem of dis-
ease just before the event. Many 
thanks, Dave, for your excellent talk. 

The Section's thanks and gratitude 
are extended to Newquay GC and Sec-
retary Mr Binney for allowing our Sec-
tion use of their facilities. Also our 
thanks to Paul and John Bullen and 
the crew who had the links looking 
great and to Mr Boyle and the cater-
ing/bar team who looked after us so 
well. 

Don't forget May 1 is Westurf Day. 
The Day when you could win £200 
worth of travel vouchers just for 
attending! 

Westurf should be in the minds of 
all greenkeepers in our Region as this 
local turfcare show is put on for you. 

This year the layout of the show has 
been changed which sees the demon-
stration area moving into the middle 
of the showground, with announce-
ments being made over the PA system 
about demonstrations and products. 
Don't forget to pop into the Region's 
tent and enter the free raffle, you 
could be walking away after the show 
with £200 worth of travel vouchers. 
Westurf will be held once again at 
Long Ashton GC, Bristol on Wednes-
day May 1. Just follow the RAC signs 
from the motorway and when you 
arrive parking and admission is free. 

All the main local and national 
dealers will be there to answer ques-
tions and take your orders, with all 
the latest turf care products on show. 
You can't afford to miss Westurf '96 
I look forward to meeting you all at 
Westurf. 

Richard Whyman 

South West 
Stinchcombe Hill GC was the venue 
for the first golfing fixture of the year 
together with an afternoon talk, and 
was well supported with approxi-
mately 35 people in attendance. The 
weather for this event is normally a 
lottery as last year's snow at Lans-
down proved. However, this year we 
were treated to glorious sunshine with 
perfectly still conditions which made 
for a very enjoyable morning's golf. 
For those who had not visited Stinch-
combe before the course proved 
somewhat difficult to find but on 
arrival we were made to feel most 
welcome, with Lawson Products, the 
day's sponsor presenting everyone 
with three complimentary balls. As 
well as these there were some excel-
lent prizes to be played for which led 
to some tough competition. 

Victorious on the day were: 1. Mark 
Powell, nett 63; 2. Anthony Knight, 
Kingsdown GC, nett 64 back nine; 3. 
Steve Francome, Tracey Park GC, nett 
64; Best gross Paul Worster, 71. Price 
for best hidden nine holes, Paul 
Worster. 

The afternoon talk was given by 
Michael Dyer from the National Rivers 
Authority who gave us an interesting 
insight into the procedure required for 
application for a bore hole licence. 

Thanks are given to Stinchcombe 
GC and in particular Secretary Ken 
Johnson for their hospitality, to the 
Steward and Stewardess for lunch 
and to Lawson Products for its gener-
ous sponsorship. 

The management course held in 
February at Thornbury Golf Centre 
was well supported with eight people 
attending the two day course. I under-
stand from those present that the pre-
sentation from Brin Bendon was 
extremely informative. 

Miracle Professional is once again 
sponsoring the Premier Greenkeeper 
of the Year competition this year. 
Those who attended at Stinchecombe 
will have been given an application 
form. However, if you require one 
please contact me. The success of this 
event depends on our support so 
please send your nominations to 
Headquarters by May 31. The winner 
of the final in December will win a 
trip to Las Vegas for the 1997 GCSAA 
Exhibition and Conference. A prize of 
£500 will also be awarded to the win-
ning Head Greenkeeper's staff. 

As mentioned last month, Westurf 
at Long Ashton GC on May 1 is just 
around the corner. Help is always 

required for its preparations, running 
and dismantling. If you can spare 
some time for helping at this event 
then please contact me in advance. 
But most importantly, be there on the 
day. 

A pesticide application foundation 
course (PA1) was held on February 28 
at Filton GC for six people who will 
hopefully have passed their subse-
quent examination by the time you 
read this report. A reminder again 
that legislation has changed recently 
meaning that anybody in the last 18 
months who has received their (PA2) 
qualification is not now qualified to 
use a knapsack sprayer legally and 
needs to take a separate training day 
and examination (PA6). If anyone 
requires training then please contact 
me so that a course can be arranged. 

Finally, Oake Manor GC on 
Wednesday April 17 is the venue for 
the Spring Tournament/Hayter Quali-
fier. I look forward to seeing as many 
of you as possible on the day. 
Kevin Green 

South Coast Section 
February's winter lecture was held at 
Alresfold GC. Taking into account the 
bad weather, and the reports from the 
radio to stay indoors, we had quite a 
good turnout. 

Ed McCabe, the Course Manager 
from Brockenhurst Manor gave us a 
presentation on Communications. Ed 
started off by telling us about the Club 
Policy Document. He then went on to 
talk about Communications between 
the golf course staff, the committee 
and the members. He then told us 
about the seminar that he and his 
staff presented to the club members. 

Judging by the questions after the 
presentation it was felt that lessons 
had been learnt. It was satisfying that 
Communications were working at 
Brockenhurst and that this can be fol-
lowed by other golf clubs. 

The South Coast Section is looking 
for speakers for the forthcoming 
Autumn/Winter meetings and if any-
one would like to give a presentation 
on their course or any other green-
keeper topic please let me, or any 
other committee member, know. 

A suggestion for a meeting is a Quiz 
Night when members can bring along 
guests. If there are any other items 
which you have please let us know. 

A final reminder for Westurf 1996 
on May 1. Westurf has been revamped 
to attract a larger attendance and this 
is the ideal time to encourage your 
Greens Committee members to attend 
this exhibition. 

This year a new public address sys-
tem is being installed, the stands are 
being repositioned and the demon-
stration area will now be in the mid-
dle so that everything is more 
accessible . Also a free draw is being 
held for all attending members and 
the prize will be well worth having. 

The South West and South Wales 
Region is funded mainly by the pro-
ceeds of Westurf and this is how we 
are able to subsidise events such as 
the coach fare to BTME and the 
Regional Seminars. Without this fund-
ing these events may not take place 
due to the cost. 

Please, gentlemen, make a big 
effort to attend this year and, as 
stated previously, if there is a problem 
with transport please ring me on 
01329 282362. 
Ken Lodge 
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Supaturf Professional 
AT THEIR TRADITIONAL BEST.... 

For over 30 years the Supaturf range of fertilisers has 
been the favourite choice ofmanygreenkeepers and 

groundsmen. With over 75 years experience of 
formulating fertiliser products in Supaturf's parent 

company; George A. Palmer Ltd, it is no surprise that the 
Supaturf range still lives up to its well deserved 

reputation for quality and performance, 

But times change, new technology evolves and 
following our tradition of innovation, Supaturf now 

offers a new concept and choice, incorporating the latest 
technology with methylene urea - Supaturf Intafaze. 

This new fertiliser complements our more traditional 
products such as the industry standard SS/D and 
represents a different means of achieving controlled 

growth. The wider choice now available from Supaturf 
provides probably the most comprehensive range of 

turf care fertilisers available 

....AND RIGHT UP TO DATE 
MUfertilisers as such are not new, but unlike other 
fertilisers, Intafaze is produced in an average 2mm 

compacted granular form. This is a major product benefit 
as the fertiliser will dissolve very quickly after 

contact with the soil and watering in, eliminating the 
chance of product being removed during mowing or on 

golfers' or players1 shoes. The 2mm, (average) sized, 
compacted granules are also the best size to ensure an even 

distribution when spreading. The recommended 
application rate of25gm per sq. m., or roughly half a bag 

per green, means less product per application and less 
applications per season. 

Supaturf Intafaze, a frontier technology fertiliser with 
unique product benefits. 

GRADE PRODUCT TYPE 
20 - 5 - 1 0 + O.lFe 
+ 0.03B 

7% MU Compacted Granular l -3mm -
Spring & Summer 

14 - 6 - 1 5 + 2Mg0 5% MU Compacted Granular l -3mm -
Summer & Autumn 

STRI TRIALS SHOW THE BENEFIT OF 
THE INTAFAZE FORMULATION 

Preliminary results from a 3 year trial at 
STRI comparing the Intafaze formulation 
with a traditional and an IBDU fertiliser 

show outstanding results in both 
summer and winter trials. Ask for 

Information Sheet 11071 for details. 



Performance Fertilisers 
WHAT ARE MU FERTILISERS AND HOW DO THEY WORK? 
Most traditional NPKfertilisers deliver the required 
nitrogen in an immediately available and leachable form. 
There is a surge in plant growth as it takes up the nutrient 
but this supply once consumed needs replacing by another 
application. 

Unlike traditionally formulatedfertilisers, Intafaze holds 
its nitrogen in two forms, being the traditional 
ammonium sulphate for fast release and methylene urea 
for a slower phased release, providing all the benefits of a 
traditional fertiliser but with the extra feature of extended 
feed. Some of the nitrogen applied as MU will take up to 
3 - 6 months to release after application. 

MU is a chain of urea molecules linked together by 
methyl groups. These chains can be manufactured in 
different lengths which due to their structure break down 
at different rates when in contact with the bacteria in the 
soil. Intafaze contains chains of 2, 3 and 4 urea 
molecules long and as the time taken to break down the 
chain is linked to the length of the chain the effect is a 

phased release of the nitrogen. This is the major benefit 
that MU offers - one application replaces several 
applications of traditional fertiliser. 
The nitrogen in Intafaze will continue to be released for up 
to 10 weeks and over, with the longer chains lasting 3 - 6 
months. You simply apply it and leave it, the technology 
and soil bacteria will do the work and exceptional and 
consistent results will be apparent throughout the period. 
Supaturf Intafaze offers a formulation to suit all needs. 
Spring, summer and autumn grades are available, all 
suitable for fine turf, fairway and outfield applications. 
An interesting feature with Intafaze is that the bacteria 
that break down the MU are more active in warm 
conditions, so the product won't release the nitrogen until 
conditions are warmer, thus the nitrogen will be available 
as the grass requires it and there will not be excessive top 
growth in winter. The fertiliser can be applied and lie in 
wait for the correct conditions to come along before 
releasing its nitrogen. 

THE SUPATURF TRADITIONAL RANGE 
SUPATURF SS/D 

Product code Specification Bag size 

1001 8-0-0 +2Fe 25Kg 

1010 8-0-0 25Kg 
Data safety sheet DS1001 Information sheet I lOOl 

SUPATURF SS/P 
Product code Specification Bag size 

1003 12-6-6 25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1003 Information sheet 11003 

SUPATURF SS/G 
Product code Specification Bag size 

1017 11-9-10 25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1017 Information sheet 11017 

Product code 

1006 

Specification 
18-0-0 +2.4mg 

+ Trace elements 

Bag size 
25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1006 Information sheet 11006 

SUPASAN 
Product code 

1002 

Specification 

5-0-0 +3Fe 
Bag size 

25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1002 Information sheet 11002 

OMG 10 

SUPATURF AW/P 
Product code 

1004 

Specification 

3-10-10 
Bag size 

25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1006 Information sheet 11006 

Product code Specification Bag size 
1007 12-6-4 25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1007 Information sheet 11007 

OMG 11 
Product code Specification Bag size 

1009 4-3-8 +2Fe 25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1009 Information sheet 11009 

SUPA MG+ 
Product code 

1008 

Specification 

12-0-8 +2Fe 
Bag size 

25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1008 Information sheet 11008 

SAN IRON 
Product code 

1005 

Specification 
3-0-8 +3Fe 

Bag size 
25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1005 Information sheet 11005 

GREENEX 
Product code 

1040 
Specification 

5-0-3 

Bag size 

25Kg 

Data safety sheet DS1040 Information sheet 11040 

SUPATURF INFORMATION SERVICE 
Clip this coupon and return to Supaturf postage free, for more information on 
our fertilisers and speciality products. Each request will be despatched with a 
replacement brochure 

Name 

Club 

Sport 

Position-

Address... 

Phone.. 

Fax 

Please send the following Information or Data safety sheets 

Please send more copies of your brochure 

Please tell me who my nearest distributor is 

Please arrange for a representative to contact me to discuss 

Please supply... 

Please phone: 01455 234677 OR Fax to: 01455 234714 OR 
Return this coupon in an envelope addressed to: 
Supaturf Products Ltd, FREEPOST (LE 5675), Hinckley, LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 OBR 



...where performance counts 
Supaturfs Network of Distributors 
in the British Isles 

R. Aitken (Seedsmen) Ltd 
123 Harmony Row 
Govan, Glasgow 
Scotland G51 3NB 
Phone 0141 440 0033, 
Fax 0141 440 2744 

Stewart & Co Seedsmen Ltd 
Stronghold Works 
Mayfield Industrial Estate, Dalkeith 
Scotland EH22 4BZ 
Phone 0131 663 6617/8/9 
Fax 0131 663 0651 

John Lindsay Professional Sportsturf 
40b Charlestown Road, Portadown, 
Co Armagh, Northern Ireland BT63 5PW 
Phone 01762 339229, Fax 01762 339229 

Nicky Ennis - Supaturf 
Naul, Co Dublin 
Phone 01 841 3281 
Fax 01 841 3140 

Cropcare 
Knockrobin 
Willowgrove, Delgany 
Co Wicklow, Republic of Ireland 
Phone 01 287 4485 
Fax 01 287 1249 

Supaturf Products Ltd 
Amenity House, 
2 Maizefield, 
Hinckley Fields Industrial 
Estate, 
Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LEIO 1YF 

Tel: 01455 234677 
Fax: 01455 234714 

Avoncrop Amenity Products 
Northfield, Station Road 
Sandford, Bristol BS 19 5NX 
Phone 01934 820868 
Fax 01934 820546 
or 
Eastern Road 
Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 2UP 
Phone 01344 426600 
Fax 01344 428628 

Sta-brite Supplies Ltd 
Unit 7, Bessemer Park, 
Bessemer Road, 
Basingstoke, Hants 
RG21 3NB 
Phone 0990 133800 
Fax 01256 811078 

Supaturf 
SPORTS & AMENITY PRODUCTS 

The headquarters at Hinckley 

Professional Performance Fertilisers 



Raymond Hunt is charged with 
creating US Open like 
conditions for the Alamo 
English Open in June. Scott 
MacCallum found out how he 
is going about it. 

Hosting a European Tour 
event on your course is a 

pressurised situation for any 
greenkeeper. The exposure a top 
tournament gets, with the world's 
best players competing before 
large galleries with television 
cameras recording every move, 
can make a course's reputation 
and the subsequent financial ben-
efits it can bring are massive. 
Alternatively if it doesn't go 
well... 

Raymond Hunt, Course Man-
ager for the Marriott Forest of 
Arden Hotel and Country Club, 
knows all about the pressures as 
he goes about preparations for 
his fourth English Open Champi-
onship. 

If that were not enough to keep 
him on his toes it was announced 
at the pre-tournament press con-
ference that he will be expected 
to provide "US Open-like condi-
tions" so 15 of the European 
Tour's top stars, led by Colin 
Montgomerie, can get some prac-
tice in before flying out for the 
US Open the very next week. 

We've had three English Opens 
already and, they've all gone very 
well and obviously it's got to 
grow and go on from there other-
wise it'll become stale. It's a chal-
lenge to see what sort of test you 
can provide for the players." 

The US Openification was first 
mentioned to Raymond and his 
team by the Tour about six 
months ago. 

"The idea was to give players 
better preparation for the US 
Open and also to make it more 
tough and more interesting," 
explained Raymond, from the 
modern magnificence of the 
Hotel which over looks the spec-
tacular par-3 18th. 

The extent of the problem it 
sets can be seen when you con-

sider that the US Open is invari-
ably contested in temperatures 
which exceed 100 degrees, and 
that just 11 weeks before the 
Alamo English Open - it was the 
Murphy's English Open until this 
season - the thermometer was 
barely stirring and certainly in no 

fear of developing vertigo. Ray-
mond also has to keep the course 
open for members and important 
corporate golf both of which form 
the bread and butter business for 
the Marriott Forest of Arden 
Hotel and Country Club. 

"Coming out of winter our 

growth is particularly backward 
and we are badly affected by 
wildlife - Canada Geese on the 
front nine and deer on the back 
nine where the course forms part 
of a deer park," said Raymond, 
as, right on cue, a group of deer 
posed for pictures on the side of 

MOLE CLEARANCE 
KEEP YOUR COURSE MOLE 
With no disruption to greens 
Are moles an isolated problem, or a continual headache? Either way, we can help. 
Our established and experienced operators will call to clear your course, and return 
whenever you need them over the next 12 months. 
ONE YEAR RETAINER FEE (FOLLOWING INITIAL CLEARANCE) FROM £500 
* Three day response guaranteed * Distance no object * MAFF approved 
* Courtesy to players at all times. 

TEL: 01772 313708 

FOR 12 MONTHS 
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For Selective 
Control on Fairways and 
Sports Fields 
A large number of golf 
courses and schools regularly 
use our contract services and 
are pleased with the results. 

Why? Because: 
• We start early and finish early, with minimum disruption to play. 
• Our operators understand the game and how to behave properly on a 
course. 
• We know pesticides and what will give the best result for your situation. 
• We are cost effective and can supply and apply for little more than you 
will pay for the pesticides from the usual trade outlets. 
• We save all the bother imposed by legislation, COSHH assessments, 
operator spraying records and health monitoring, pesticide storage and 
usage records, disposal of used pesticide containers, operators' certificates of 
competence, sprayer calibration to name but a few! 
• We carry out the job accurately and professionally with purpose built 
equipment leaving your staff free to get on with their routine jobs. 
Contact ALS for a quotation for your spraying requirements 
without obligation or for references from other golf courses or 
schools we spray. 

01952 641949 Fax: 01952 247369 
AMENITY LAND SERVICES, LONG LANE, 
WELLINGTON, TELFORD, TF6 6HA E r 

the 14th fairway. 
"Having said that I'm fairly 

happy with where we are now 
because on average you are going 
to get some good weather in May 
and knowing the course, and how 
it is going to react, we should 
achieve what we want," 
explained Raymond, who is 
employing a special cover on his 
5th green to attempt to inject 
some warmth and speed growth. 

Although that means only six 
to eight weeks of really intensive 
work on it Raymond knows that 
being in June things won't be 
burnt up as they might be later in 
the summer and the course will 
be really fresh. 

So what does "US Open style" 
actually mean for Forest of 
Arden? 

"We have to promote growth to 
get where we need to be for early 
June. So at the end of the day the 
main difference is going to be 
cutting. 

"We will have a collar two 
width of a pedestrian machine, 
then a fringe which, although we 
haven't talked about a definite 
height yet, I think we'll be look-
ing at around about two and a 
half to three and a half inches. 
This could be as close as a yard 
off the green." 

The rest of the course will also 
have thicker rough. 

"I don't see that as a problem 

Course Manager Raymond Hunt and, 
above, act iv i ty a t his club, the Forest 
of Arden 

because the rough here grows 
well and is quite consistent which 
is what the Tour wants - you 
don't want poa annua at the bot-
tom and the ball nestling down in 
it. In general I think the rough 
will come up to scratch. The diffi-
culty we will have is around the 
greens, getting the sort of consis-
tency and the sort of rough we 
want when you have traffic mov-
ing over it all the time and we 
don't enjoy US Open weather. We 
can only do what we can do if 
we've got weather on our side." 



Good 
wee 

Goodbye 
empties. 

'Intrepid' is a new cost-effective selective weedkiller that can 
be applied throughout the growing season. It's powerful 
three-way mixture will control many broad-leaved weeds in 
turf. And unlike some turf herbicides, repeat applications are 
possible should new weeds germinate or deep-rooted weeds 
regrow during the season. 

Miracle will take care 
of your used containers 

Empty pesticide containers are no longer a problem. In 
conjunction with a registered waste disposal contractor, 
Miracle Professional offer a free service on the UK mainland 
for all Miracle (ICI/Zeneca Professional Products) labelled 
containers. Envirogreen Ltd will collect and dispose of your 
empties in full compliance with legal requirements. 

Former ly 

Good buy, 
Professional Products 

Miracle Professional 
Salisbury House, Weyside Park, Catteshall Lane, 
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XE. Tel: (01483) 410210 

Part of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 

'Intrepid' contains dicamba, dichlorprop and MCPA. 'Intrepid' is a trade mark of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 

Intrepid' will take care 
of your turf weeds 



If the pressure leading up to 
the event is bad Raymond feels 
that the pressure through the 
week itself is even more intense. 

"I have 22 staff (Raymond pulls 
in other experienced greenkeep-
ers from courses in the Marriott 
group) out there all of whom 
have machinery and something 
can always go wrong. So not 
much time to relax through the 
week itself. 

"I'm in complete contact with 

the Tournament Director through 
the week through radio and I'd 
see him two or three times 
through the day generally to dis-
cuss how things are going." 

Some of the things which can 
crop up are quite bizarre includ-
ing last year a complaint that the 
hole was misshaped. 

"This was two thirds of the way 
through the day. That was a new 
one for me. I got a call over the 
radio and had to go down to the 

7th green. I spoke with the rules 
official, stopped play and had a 
look at it and although it didn't 
appear out of shape to satisfy the 
players we reshaped it with a 
hole setter." 

The unpredicatability of the 
British weather also plays a part. 

"On the Saturday of last year's 
event we had a heck of a lot of 
heavy rain and it became a fairly 
pressurised situation. You've got 
to get your staff all over the 

course with squeegees and act 
quickly. The TV is on, the players 
don't want to wait, you've got to 
get through the crowds and all 
the time it's pelting down." 

If Raymond appears well in 
control and gives off the air of a 
man who will cope with every 
conceivable eventuality it perhaps 
comes from living through a Bap-
tism of Fire when he first arrived 
at Forest of Arden just a few 
months before the course's first 
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Chinnor Road, Bledlow, Bucks, England HP27 9PH 
Tel: 0044 (0) 1844 274127 Fax: 0044 (0) 1844 274191 
E-mail: 100344.3667@compuserve.com 

Mounted and Pedestrian Sorrell Rollers 
INTEREST FREE FINANCE AVAILABLE Big Willy Pedestrian Aerator 

R I S B O R O ' T U R F 
Hercules 1524 

Multi-Tine Aerator 

Acrow Pushed/Pulled and Pedestrian 
Ballpickers 

mailto:100344.3667@compuserve.com


'We had a heck of a lot of heavy rain and it became a fairly pressurised situation. 
You've got to get your staff all over the course with squeegees and act quickly.' 

Marriott Forest of Arden 
Golf and Country Club 
Machinery Inventory 

6 Lloyd's Paladins 
5 Toro GM3s with Grooming, 
Verticut, Vibra spike units 
and 11 blade competition 
cylinders. 
5 Toro 216s 
2 Toro 5300Ds with Verti-cut 
units 
1 Toro 4500D 
1 Toro 455D Groundsmaster 
1 Toro Workman with 
attachments including Hardi 
Sprayer, Top dresser 
1 Lloyds Leda Gang mower 
1 Massey Ferguson 240 
Front Loader 
1 Massey Ferguson 240 
Tractor with Trailer 
1 KubotaB7100 Compact 
with Trailer 
1 Fiat Tractor with Trailer 
4 E-Z-Go Trucks 
2 Cushman Trucksters with 
Attachments including 
Slitters, Brushes, Top 
Dressers and Sprayers 
1 Tractor Mounded SISIS 
Slitter 
1 Verti-Drain 
1 Howard Rotovator 
1 Tractor Mounted Fertiliser 
Spreader 
5 Scotts Fertiliser Spreaders 
1 Wessex Leaf Sweeper 
1 Wessex Grader, Rake 
5 Flymos 
5 Strimmers 
4 Waterpumps 
2 Leaf Blowers 
1 Chain Saw 
1 Ryan Overseeder 
1 Ryan Turfcutter 
1 Turf Iron 
1 Mole Plough 
1 Core Master 

English Open. 
"When I arrived there was 

about 50% grass cover on the 
greens and tees and lot of scar-
ring to repair on the fairways 
where the irrigation and drainage 
had gone in. 

"So we had an awful lot to do 
in three and a half months to 
make it playable for the first tour-
nament which we did. A 1000 
rolls of turf went done on the 
fairways up until the end of July 
and it was hot as well so we had 
to keep it wet. There was a lot to 
achieve that first year and since 

then we've built on it. 
"Everybody enjoys the buzz 

leading up to the tournament the 
week itself and then the Sunday 
afterwards. 

Michael O'Dyer, General Man-
ager at Forest of Arden, is also in 
no doubt as to the quality of his 
Course Manager. "He is a perfec-
tionist and it shows," is his ring-
ing endorsement. 

Raymond began is greenkeep-
ing career at Bidston on the 
Wirral before joined Bill Lawson 
at Heswall GC. 

"I spent six years with Bill, four 
years as his Deputy, and I learned 
everything from Bill. If you can't 
learn anything from that guy you 
can't learn anything at all. All my 
greenkeeping and man manage-
ment skills can from him and he 
also directed me in the route I 
should be taking." 

He then went to Royal Porth-
cawl adding good links and cham-
pionship experience before joining 
Goodwood and the Country Club 
Hotel group as it was then. 

Since '93 and his arrival at For-
est of Arden he has helped 
improve the course to the extend 
that Colin Montgomerie, whose 
input into course design has been 
acquired as part a contract 
Europe's number one has signed 

with the Marriott Group, was 
quoted as saying, "The aim is to 
make this the best course there is 
on the European Tour." 

It's a challenge that will be met 
with relish by Raymond and his 
excellent team. 

is your golf course 
a fish farm? 

Your water hazards may already contain fish 
worth more than salmon. 

• Harvesting coarse fish on a regular basis 
from your golf course could yield £1000s. 

• If you have a series of water hazards, a stocking and 
fish management plan could result in an annual cash crop. 

Framlington Fisheries are the country's largest suppliers of coarse 
fish. In turn this makes us the largest buyers. We are harvesting an 

increasing amount offish from golf courses. Should you wish to 
know more details please contact us at: 

FRAMLINGTON FISHERIES 
Station Farm, Bentley, Suffolk IP9 2DB 
Tel: 01473 327085 Fax: 01473 328256 

IF I WASN'T A GREENKEEPER 
I WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN: 

"A seaman" 
English, Dundaik GC 



Hugh Tilley takes a look at 
brush cutters and hedge 
trimmers. 

There are always many areas 
around a golf course which 

need trimming but cannot be 
mown with conventional mow-
ers. The standard machines for 
tidying up such areas is a strim-
mer or brushcutter, however 
these are not ideal for bunker 
edges and many greenkeepers 
have tried alternatives to edging 
shears such as motorised edgers 
and reciprocating cutters. 

The conventional power edger 
has the disadvantage of not being 
sufficiently light or manoeuvrable 
for bunker work, especially as the 
edge is seldom flat or level. Other 
major problems are that sand 
destroys cutting edges rapidly 
and there is a requirement for a 
neat tidy finish. 

For mowing banks the usual 
tool is the hover, or air cushion 

mower, while for hedge trimming 
there are a range of machines 
from tractor mounted units to 
electric hand power tools, but the 
more usual option is a two stroke 
engined hedgetrimmer as this 
gives versatility and flexibility. As 
these are used only once or twice 
a year and usually only for short 
lengths of hedge around the club-
house, where wear isn't a prob-
lem but neglect may be. For 
anyone with greater length, espe-
cially of boundary hedge, the sim-
ple and cost effective answer 

seems to be to hire a contractor. 
Most clubs carry "spare" small 

engine machines, this usually 
reflects past experience of unreli-
ability. Many people look on 
these machines as they look on a 
Kleenex - use it and throw it 
away. One or two seasons is not 
unusual as the lifespan of either a 
brushcutter or air cushion 
mower, but there are differences 
between models and the engine 
fitted as well as the use and 
abuse they get. Greenkeepers 
generally look after their kit con-

siderably better than local author-
ities and contractors. 

When it comes to air cushion 
mowers the JLO motor is almost 
exclusively used as experience 
suggests that it lasts longer and 
provides greater power for its 
weight. 

The main differences between 
strimmer, brushcutter and clear-
ing saw are the head, and of 
necessity, the size of the motor. 
There is some interchangeability 
between heads except on the 
smallest and cheapest models. 
Most greenkeepers use the trim-
mer head mainly with motors of 
between 30-45cc capacity. Under 
powering is an expensive econ-
omy, but large machines are tir-
ing to use and control. 

The strimmer or string trimmer 
uses monofiliment line to cut veg-
etation, however, there are other 
types of head which use nylon or 
similar dense plastic blades, these 
should have similar attributes of 

High quality liquid fertilizer 

NK 
15-0-10 

NPK 

Fast-acting fertilizer for 
greens, tees, fairways and 
all amenity turf. 
Encourages a dense sward 
without excessive top growth 
and gives a good colour 

Nitrogen and potash fertilizer 
for all types of sports turf 
including outfields and any 
areas subject to intensive play. 
Also effective as a late 
application for over-wintering. 

(with ca lc ium and boron) 
10-25-7-5 
Balanced nutrient formulation 
with calcium and boron to 
help build strong cell walls 
and resist disease. 
Especially suitable for light 
sandy root zones. 

One 20 litre container treats 2000 nr of fine turf or 4000 m : of fairway. 

Agriland Ltd 
Blue Roof Farm, 
Throop, Bournemouth, Dorset BH8 0DW 
01202 532291 Fax: 01202 535224 



A cut above... or below 
not being destroyed when they 
contact stone, concrete or steel. 
Neither should trimmers be as 
devastating should they come in 
contact with the trunks of trees, 
or tree guards, however, this 
"friendliness" is something of a 
myth and caution is needed when 
close to obstructions - in other 
words a loosening of the throttle 
finger is still required. Most 
machines have alternative heads 
and blades available to allow 
them to cut heavier vegetation. A 
steel blade is more efficient for 
cutting grass, making the 
machine in effect a rotary mower, 
but to get height accuracy and 
safety it may need a special guard 
plus skid or dome fitted under 
the centre of the blade. Such 
skids may have height adjust-
ment. For cutting small trees and 
dense undergrowth or grass the 
clearing saw comes with greater 
engine power and an ability to 
operate slasher and saw type 
blades. 

The dust hazard around 
bunkers and often elsewhere on a 
golf course is a very real one, and 
this probably accounts for the 
early demise of most of these 
small power tools - it does not do 
a lot of good for the operator 
either! There is often acceptance 
that these and hover mowers do 
not last more than a season or 
two, thus there are many attrac-
tions to using a different form of 
cutter, one which does not rely 
on a fast impact with the grass to 
cut it. This applies particularly to 
bunker edges as, of necessity, 
these require the trimmer to 
operate virtually in the vertical 
position - try this with a brush-
cutter and you get grass, debris 
and dust thrown everywhere. 

The manoeuvrability of the 
hover or air cushion mower 
makes them virtually the only 
tool for steep banks, however, 
standing on the bank is often not 
easy or even possible - although 
shoes with spikes or studs help. 

A common practice is to tie a 
rope to the handle and dangle the 
machine down the bank while 
standing at the top - a somewhat 
dubious practice in terms of 
safety. 

Hedgetrimmers while normally 
seen as single purpose tools are 
also available as attachments for 
the knapsack type of brushcutter, 

ittf ki ,. 

7 : 

Dixon & Holliday Hover Hood 

and this may be more cost effec-
tive when there is relatively little 
hedge to trim. 

Recently, long reach hed-
getrimmers have become avail-
able and these are a real saver 
when it comes to trimming very 
high hedges. Hedge trimming 
does not require a great deal of 
power, which is just as well as 
having to a manhandle machine 
with a heavy power unit would 
soon tire the operator. 

The Dixon & Holliday 
knapsack brushcutter and 
hover hood at Cranleigh 
School in Surrey 
Grounds manager Peter Wood-
head saw the D & H knapsack 
brushcutter/hedgetrimmer adver-
tised and considered that it 
looked right. The 700 pupil pub-
lic school has a 9 hole course as 
well as considerable lengths of 
high Leylandii hedge. Safety was 
the prime consideration in pur-
chase, with the hoverhood attach-
ment enabling gardens supervisor 
and greenkeeper John Pope to 
cut his greens and tee banks with 
greater control and less fatigue. 
Previously the school had cut 
these banks using the hover 
mower on a length of rope 
method, a practice which Peter 
commented did not stand up to 

TREE-FRIENDLY STRIMMER 
Useful as the ubiquitous strimmer is, it does have disadvantages. For 
instance, its flailing whips cut through the tender bark of young trees 
condemning them to contorted growth or even "death of a thousand 
cuts". Then, again, they do throw grit and mud at the operator forcing 
him or her to wear clumsy protective clothing. 
Ahresty avoids all these problems by having a scissor-action cutting 
system; the upper serrated plate is stationary, the lower 4-bladed plate is 
fractionally smaller in diameter so bark-damage is impossible. Also 
since Ahresty runs at half the speed of ordinary brushcutters there are 
less fumes, less noise, less wear and it uses less fuel. Try one, soon! 

Demonstrations countrywide. 
Bob Andrews Ltd, 1 Bilton Industrial Estate, Lovelace Road, 

Bracknell, Berks RG12 8YT. Tel: 01344 862111 Fax: 01344 861345 
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THE NEW ECHO ARC 
MULTI-ANGLED HEDGE CUTTER 

HEAD TURNING 
NOTHING COMPARES OR COMPETES 
WITH THE NEW ECHO ARC™ 
HCA-2400 LONG REACH MULTI-
ANGLED HEDGE CUTTER. 
With its 51-inch shaft, even high or 
wide neatly shaped bushes are 
always within your reach - without you 
having to wade into the bed. 

The real secret of the HCA-2400, 
however, lies in its 90-degree 
articulating gearbox. Adjustable in 
15-degree increments, this 
unique feature makes shaping, 
trimming and topping so easy. 

The result of a long 
pedigree of Echo expertise -

y? / rand field tested in the demanding 
/ 7 U.S.A. professional market - the 

/ / HCA-2400 offers unrivalled 
/ / 
7 performance, reliability and all these 

quality features: 
• 20-inch double sided blades 
• 23.6cc dual piston ring engine 
• Vibration reducing engine 

mounts and handles 
• See-through fuel tank. 

So why not talk to your dealer today 
about the unique new Echo ARC™ 
HCA-2400? 

CALL 01235 8 1 3 9 3 6 
for your FREE brochure 

or post the coupon today. 
To: ECHO GB. 

The Broadway, Didcot, 
Oxon OX11 8ES. 

///ECHO 
A NAME WORTH REPEATING IN OUTDOOR 

POWER EQUIPMENT 
A division of Allen Power 

Equipment Ltd. 

Please send me further information on the Echo Arc™ 
HCA-2400 Hedge Cutter. Please tick if you require a demonstration: • 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE.. 

TELEPHONE . 
Gl.4.96 

risk assessment under the health 
and safety audit now necessary. 
Cutting tall hedges in the past 
had required steps and trestles, 
but the D & H long reach hed-
getrimmer had removed the need 
for these and more than halved 
the time taken to cut the hedges, 
and because the operator always 
keeps his feet firmly on the 
ground the job has become signif-
icantly safer with less risk of acci-
dent - to man, machine or hedge. 

Commenting on the machine 
itself John said that he has found 
it easy on the back, although he 
as not used for longer than three 
or four hours at a stretch - others 
have used it for a full working 
day and say they are far less tired 
at the end than when working 
with conventional power tools. 
He said that it is easy to use and 
reliable and changing heads is 
only a few minutes work. 

Ahresty and other machines 
at Manor House Golf Club at 
Castle Combe 
A recent acquisition to the Manor 
House machinery fleet is the 
Ahresty from Bob Andrews, this is 
described in the brochure as a 
"new type of brushcutter". It uses 

a relatively slowly rotating blade 
which cuts against a star shaped 
fixed blade so giving a better cut 
while reducing the danger of 
debris, sand and bunker edge 
being ejected. The design of the 
blades is such that there is little 
danger of cutting into the actual 
edge. Course Manager Paul 
Bishop first saw the machine at 
Windsor and then had it demon-
strated on several of his bunkers 
by Handy Garden Machinery of 
Swindon last autumn. He was 
satisfied that it would do the job, 
just cutting grass without damag-
ing the edges and thus the club 
bought it. He admitted that as yet 
it has not had a full season's use 
but to-date it has worked well, 
cutting only grass, and he sees no 
reason to regret the purchase. He 
commented that "it does a very 
nice job". However the club is 
retaining its Allen Reciprocator. 

For bank mowing the club uses 
Flymo air cushion mowers and an 
Allen, however, Paul specified all 
as "professional" with JLO 
engines which he considers the 
only one suitable for intensive 
professional use and likely to last 
two or three seasons. Having 
some commonality between all 

Paul Bishop, Course Manager at Manor House Golf Club, w i th Bob Andrews' 
Ahresty 



the machines, air cushion and 
trimmers is expected to allow him 
to stock, interchange and/or can-
nibalise parts so extending life 
and reducing overall cost. 

For trimming around trees and 
other areas where mowers cannot 
go the club has two E P Barrus 
Lawnflite SS2590s with Kawasaki 
motors and an Allen Pro 43 with 
a 41.5cc Zenoah motor. However 
Paul does use the chemical 
Touchdown to reduce the work-
load, he commented that it was 

also good arboricultural practice 
to have a vegetation free area 
around each tree. Various types 
of trimmer head have been tried, 
unfortunately not all are inter-
changeable between differing 
makes or models, but Paul said 
that his preference is for manual 
line adjustment where each line 
can be adjusted independently 
rather than the automatic or cen-
tral release systems as in his 
experience if you snag the line it 
breaks off at the drum and then 

with no line exposed it cannot 
pull, out by centrifugal force, thus 
you have to dismantle the unit to 
get more string out. 

Allen Echo trimmers at 
Marlborough Golf Club 
Two machines do all the work of 
bank and bunker trimming as 
well as hedge and sundry cutting 
at Marlborough. Danny Dobie, 
Head Greenkeeper, manages to 
make these machines last for 
about three seasons, but he 

The Echo SRM343SL brushcutter 

admitted that they do look after 
them and use the heavy duty 
machine for the heavy work. 
They have had very little trouble 
and apart from regular replace-
ment of plugs little had been 
needed in terms of maintenance. 
Danny did comment that using 
good clean two stroke mix at the 
right strength was vital. He also 
tends to replace rather than 
repair as parts and labour can 
often exceed the cost of new. The 
club has very limited hedge to 
trim, and what they have is soft 
privet, so the smaller machine is 
used regularly with either line or 
blade to cut it. 

Stihl FS220 Brushcutters at 
Wanstead Golf Club 
- N London 
Course Manager, Peter Dawson's 
machinery fleet at Wanstead, 
includes two Stihl brushcutters 
and a HS61 hedgecutter as well 

If y o u d o n ' t 
w a l k t e n f o o t 
tall - a n d y o u 
don v t w a n t t o 
use tressles, 
l a d d e r s o r t h e 
b a c k o f a t r u c k 

- y o u n e e d a 

1Dixon & Uiolliday J2td. 
knapsack brushcutters 
wil l also tr im, mow, 
cult ivate and m u c h 

76e SA?g, 
zmexcuut 

BASty «My 
fo turn fati 

more. 

Dixon & Uiollidau 
are special ists in 
knapsack power 
machines 

£td. 

Dixon & Uiollidaij jOtd.W 
Unit 2, Sheppards Farm, Draycott Foliat, 
Swindon, Wiltshire, SN4 QHX. 
Telephone :- works 01793 741173, sales 01462 700547 

Facsimile: 01793 741020 
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Dixon & Uiollidat) £td. 
Unit 2, Sheppards Farm, Draycott Foliat, 

Swindon, Wiltshire, SN4 QHX. 
Telephone :- works 01793 741173, sales 01462 700547 

Facsimile: 01793 741020 

If you want a safe and easy way to mow banks 
and slopes or to mow small confined 
areas -

ou/tene 
tie 

ofienato* 
frM Ctottwi -

foti fat fautcU cut tie 
mocJujte - cuvct not o*t a lofie. 

(u&eie he (na*taeuvnaMit<t a*td (hziattce 
- then you need the^ixon Uiolliday 
Knapsack Hover Mower 

A wide range of other heads allows D & H knapsack 
machines to trim, mow, hedgecut, cultivate and much more 



Clearing Saw or Brushcutter? 
It has to beaStihl! 

For optimum 
performance in 
Local Authority 
work, forestry and 
landscape, whether 

your choice is clearing saw or 
brushcutter, there is only one 
decision to make — which STIHL. 

Stihl, the number one name in 
chainsaws, also engineer a range 
of ten powerful, reliable and robust 
professional brushcutters and 
clearing saws from 25cc to over 
56cc which provide foresters, 

contractors or local authority parks 
departments with the ultimate 
cutting machine for everything from 
thinning young stands up to 7cm or 
more in diameter or clearing tough 
undergrowth, coarse scrub or 
matted weeds and grass. If you are 

looking for lasting quality, reliability 
and the full backing of expert 
service and spares availability the 
choice can only be STIHL. 

For full details of the Stihl range complete 
the FREEPOST coupon or FREEPHONE 0800 
137574 for your FREE copy of the new Stihl 
64 page catalogue. 

Stihl Ltd, FREEPOST, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3BR s n 

Please send me my FREE copy of the latest Stihl catalogue. 

Name 

Address 

_ FREEPOST - No stamp required 
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Stihl brushcutter at work 

as a chainsaw and two blowers 
from the same maker and two 
Flymo GT2 air cushion mowers. 
Life expectancy for the brushcut-
ters is about four years, however 
they are not expected to edge 
bunker banks or cut large 
amounts of bank for which there 
are specific tools. In fact, not hav-
ing found a really satisfactory 
means of trimming edges, these 
are still cut, about once a month, 
using traditional hand edging 
shears. Peter also sprays around 
his trees with a long acting herbi-
cide so avoiding the need to trim 
these areas. Thus most of the trim-
mer work is tidying up path edges 
and around posts and fences. 

The trimmer heads are of the 
two string type with a screw 
release for manually extending 
the line. The Stihl machinery has 
all proved extrememly reliable 
only requiring spark plug and fil-
ter cleaning or replacement. Peter 
expressed himself perfectly satis-
fied with the performance of the 
Flymos - both are 21 inch profes-
sional machines with the JLO 
engine, but he accepts that theirs 
is a short life span by virtue of 
their use. 

Husqvarna Brushcutters -
Exeter Golf & Country Club 

is carried out with a blade - per-
haps only 1% in total. The 
machines are used around trees 
and on tee banks and similar, 
but not for bunker edges for 
which hand edging shears are 
used exclusively - Exeter buy 
two sets a year and consider this 
a cheap investment. 

Outside bunkers and on other 
banks air cushion and hover 
mowers are used, all three 
machines using the professional 
rated JLO engine. Cutting these 
banks is a monthly task for one 
man and one machine. However, 
there are also a few other areas 
within the Golf and Country 
Club jurisdiction which have to 
be hand mown. The club has a 
limited length of hedge to cut. 

Allen Power Reciprocators at 
Chippenham Golf Club. 
Chris Sealey at Chippenham uses 
the Reciprocator for trimming his 
bunker edges, approximately 

monthly. This machine is a pur-
pose made tool which has two 
star shaped blades one of which 
reciprocates to give it a shearing 
action. 

The unit is three or four years 
old and has further life ahead of 
it. The motor is a 22.5cc Zenoah 
which has proved itsself reliable 
and of sufficient power. The 
blades are normally moved 
around to present new cutting 
edges every few holes, there are 
four positions, and once all four 
sectors are blunt the blades are 
removed and resharpened. 

Chris reckons to replace these 
cutters annually - at a cost of 
about £30. 

"What I like about the 
machine," Chris said, "is that it 
gives a definite and very clean 
cut." 

For general trimming the club 
has two Allen Zenoah brushcut-
ters and its banks are cut with 
Allen JLO engined hover mowers. 

Exeter is exceptionally well 
organised in using its brushcut-
ters, it has four machines of 
which the oldest is about five 
years old, and the policy is to 
change one every other year -
thus giving a life expectancy of 
up to eight years. 

Head Greenkeeper is John 
Parr and he said that the club is 
very disciplined in its use of the 
machines. For a start it has a full 
time mechanic and a spare 
machine so that he is able to 
maintain the machines on a reg-
ular basis and keep all in A1 con-
dition. John commented that 
previously brushcutters at Exeter 
had short lives and less reliabil-
ity, however he is happy that 
this is in the past, and that the 
current machines will have a 
long and virtually trouble free 
life. 

Possibly another reason for 
this change is the disciplined sys-
tem of use, John sends two peo-
ple out with two machines when 
trimming round the course, they 
work a two hour shift when they 
are relieved by two other green-
keepers with the extra machine. 

All four machines are fitted 
with monofiliment two line 
heads with manual (screw lock) 
string advance. Very little work 

S T A N D A R D G O L F 

SETTING THE 

STANDARD IN 

GOLF COURSE 

EQUIPMENT 

Ask for our full colour catalogue 

Standard Golf (UK) Ltd 
Maxwell Hart Business Centre 
PO Box 297, Lightwater GUI8 5HJ 

Telephone Lo-Call 0345 125398 
Fax: 01276 452616 AD 
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Course managers such as 

you have to wonder why 

anyone would introduce a 

utility vehicle to compete 

with the Turf-Truckster®. 

No matter how far the 

other guys go, they'll 

always be 30 years behind. 

Cushman® Turf-Truckster. 

i mm • -

The Cushman® Turf-Truckster® didn't get to be a market leader by accident. For more than 30 years, course managers have loaded 
it down with responsibilities and the Turf-Truckster has performed as promised. The Turf-Truckster continues to outpower and 
outperform the competition by offering greater payload capacity, more vehicle configuration choices, superior maneuverability, 
ease of service and the industry's most accurate ground speed governor. Plus, there is an entire system of 
attachments designed specifically for the Turf-Truckster. No other work vehicle has as much to offer. 

Thirty years of proven performance mean two things: the Turf-Truckster won't let you down and the 
competition is going to have to eat a lot of dust. For a free demo, call 0500 026208. 

R A N S O M E S 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ C U S H M A N 
Ransomes, Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG. Tel: 01473 270000. Fax: 01473 276300. 
© Ransomes 1996. All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission of Pebble Beach Company. 
Pebble Beach, its images and course designs are trademarks and service marks of Pebble Beach Company, all rights reserved 

R Y A N 
For T h e Best Results 
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A total of 67 exhibitors will be there 
to pass on information or display 
products. They are: May Day celebration 

for eighth annual 
Westurf exhibition 

Presence isreijut 
V the Nevi/Look 

^Trac/e Em/tm 

BRISTOL 

o t u 

Avisit to the new look Westurf '96 Exhibi-
tion should be incorporated into the May 

Day celebrations of everyone within striking 
distance of the Little Ashton GC involved in 
the turf maintenance industry on May 1. 

While May Pole dancing might not be on 
the agenda there is plenty which is and the 
new layout of the eighth Westurf Show makes 
it far more user friendly for exhibitor and visi-
tor alike. 

The Demonstration Area has been been 
moved into the centre of the site to become 
more of a focal point of the show with a PA 
system being used to announce demonstra-
tions and give product information. 

Many of the new products first launched at 
BTME 96 will be demonstrated publicly for 
the first time at Westurf. 

Among them are the Ransomes T-Plex 185 
and Ransomes Fairway 305; the Hayter 
Greens mower FH514 and the Toro 6500 Fair-

way Mower and Toro 3200. 
Last year Pro-Seed Equipment launched and 

sold a brand new Core Harvester at the Show 
while another company Roffey Brothers took 
more than £30,000 worth or orders. 

Don't forget to pop into the South West and 
South Wales Region's tent and enter the free 
raffle, you could be walking away after the 
show with £200 worth of travel vouchers. Just 
follow the RAC signs from the motorway and 
when you arrive parking and admission is 
free. 

All the main local and national dealers will 
be there to answer questions an take your 
orders, with all the latest turf care products on 
show. 

You can't afford to miss Westurf '96. 
"It is always one of the friendliest dates on 

the calender and we are looking forward to 
meeting many old friends and having an 
excellent show," said Marion Child. 

Amenity Technology 
Avoncrop Amenity Products 
Barenbrug 
Bennett Engineering 
Better Methods Europe 
BIGGA South West and South Wales 
Region 
Bioseed 
RS Birds 
Bourne Amenity 
Bowcom Ltd 
Boyd Golf Course Accessories 
British Seed Houses 
BS Mowers 
Cannington College 
Complete Weed Control 
Course Care 
Devon Turfcare Equipment (Devon 
Garden Machinery) 
Encore Leisure 
Farmura Ltd 
Fleet (Line Markers) Ltd 
PJ Flegg Ltd 
Gannon UK Ltd 
GWilliam Kellands Ltd 
Handy Turf Machinery 
Hartpury College 
Headland Amenity Products 
IOG 
ISS (Irrigation Contracts) Ltd 
BS Mowers 
John Miller (Corsham) Ltd 
Levington Horticulture 
Lloyds & Co Letchworth Ltd 
Lubrication Engineers Midwest 
Lindum Seeded Turf 
Linemark (UK) Ltd 
Maxicrop International Ltd 
Medland Sanders & Twose Ltd 
Miracle Professional Products 
Ocmis Irrigation (UK) Ltd 
H. Pattisson & CO Ltd 
Pencoed College 
Perryfields Holdings Ltd 
Pipewise UK Ltd 
Pro-Seed Equipment Ltd 
Range Servant UK Ltd 
Rhone-Poulenc Environmental Products 
Rigby Taylor Ltd 
Rochford Garden Machinery Ltd 
Rocol Site Safety Systems Ltd 
Roffey Brothers Ltd 
RS Birds 
Rufford Top-Dress Supplies 
Scotts UK Ltd 
Shelton Trenching Systems Ltd 
SISIS Equipment (Macclesfield) Ltd 
Sparsholt College 
Sta-Brite Supplies 
STRI 
Supaturf Products Ltd 
Symbio 
TH White Ltd 
Ted Hopkins 
Tildenet Ltd 
Tonick Watering 
Turf Irrigation Services Ltd 
Vitax Ltd 
Wessex Horticultural Products Ltd 
Western Trailers 
White Horse Contractors 
Woodward's Gardenware 



TEE-TO-GREEN QUALITY 
FROM JOHN DEERE 

The John Deere line of golf equipment will literally 
take you from tee to green. 

2653 
Superior performance on rugged terrain with a 
precision cut, hydraulic reel drive and 
66-cm (26-in.) ESP cutting units. — 

GATOR 
Your best choice for a low cost, low-
ground-pressure go anywhere vehicle. 
4- and 6-wheel models available. 

3235 
Delivers ground-hugging fairway mowing 
performance with five John Deere-
manufactured 56-cm (22-in.) ESP cutting 
units. 

955 
Choose from a complete line of gear- and 
hydrostatic-drive compact utility tractors. 
Plus front-, mid- and rear implements. 

1200A jsm 
Excellent pulling and pushing power. 
Opens up a whole new era of bunker rake 

design. Many attachments available. 

3365 
1 Five 76-cm (30-in.) ESP cutting units 

combine to deliver the highest quality of 
cut over wide areas - from fairways to 

roughs. 

This new walk-behind Greens Mower features an operator-
presence safety system, more power, and a precision cut 
with 11-bladed reel. 

^ ^ ^ ^ f l S ^ ^ f k m Petrol and diesel models both feature 13.4-kW 

^ i C T j B B M units, for an exceptional quality of cut on 

Count on us for world-class parts and dealer support as well. 

NOTHING R U N S LIKE A D E E R E 
John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG13 9HT, Tel. (01949) 863299 (answerphone) 



EAR DEFENDERS What every 
yreenkeeper 

sho"ldknou, 

1. THE EFFECT OF EXPOSURE 
TO HIGH NOISE LEVELS 
The main difference between 
mankind and animals is our 
advanced ability to communicate. 
Language and speech intelligibil-
ity would be impossible without a 
very intricate hearing mechanism. 
Our ability to convert the minute 
variations of the dynamic air 
pressures and frequencies of 
speech into electrical impulses to 
the brain is a wonderful process. 
It is without doubt one of the 
most important human faculties. 
This priceless process is at risk for 
millions of people who are work-
ing in a noisy environment. 

Exposure to high levels of noise 
can permanently damage hear-
ing. It is an insidious process 
because it is so gradual and fre-
quency selective. Victims of noise 
induced hearing loss (NIHL) are 
not conscious of a general lower-
ing of the overall sound which 
they hear. NIHL causes a severe 
notch in our hearing sensitivity in 
a very narrow frequency band. 
The overall sound in the form of 

signals to the brain has only 
reduced by a very small amount 
and does not give a warning of 
deafness. Unfortunately the per-
manent damage occurs in a criti-
cal frequency band for the 
intelligibility of speech. Very 
often those who have had their 
hearing damaged blame the 
speaker for not speaking clearly. 
By the time they realise that their 
hearing is irreversibly damaged 
they have a severe injury which 
many sufferers consider to be as 
bad as loss of vision. Restricted 
ability to communicate can 
deprive people of the things 
which give them the greatest hap-
piness and satisfaction in life. It 
can also detrimentally affect their 
work, family life and general 
health. 

At The Noise and Man Interna-
tional Conference in 1993, Willy 
Passchier-Vermeer stated that 
50% of industrial workers are 
exposed to potentially hazardous 
equivalent sound pressure levels 
of 80 dB(A) or above, and that 
similar noise exposures occur in 

other occupational situations. 
According to ISO 1999, long term 
exposure to these sound levels 
could cause permanent hearing 
damage. 

It is absolutely right that medi-
cal doctors, scientists and con-
cerned people should campaign 
to make our elected representa-
tives legislate to protect the hear-
ing of employees by all 
reasonable means. 

2. THE LAW 
The main noise legislation which 
affects those responsible for golf 
courses, parks, grass verges etc 
are: 
• The Noise at Work Regulations 
(1989); 
• The Management of Health 
and Safety at Work Regulations 
(1992) 
• The Supply of Machinery 
(Safety) Regulations (1992). 

2.1 The Noise at Work Regula-
tions (1989). 
The most important requirements 
for employers in the Noise at 

Work Regulations are as follows: 
• Employers must do everything 
reasonable and practicable to 
reduce the exposure of employees 
to high sound levels so that hear-
ing protection is not required; 
• Noise assessments and investi-
gations to reduce noise must be 
carried out by a competent per-
son where there is a risk of hear-
ing damage; 
• A suitable person must be dele-
gated to have responsibility for 
ensuring compliance with the leg-
islation, including keeping 
records, instructing employees on 
ways to reduce the risk of NIHL, 
checking hearing defenders, etc.; 
• Action levels (85 and 90 dB(A) 
daily exposure levels and 130 dB 
peak sound pressure level) are 
specified to control the use of 
hearing defenders for the protec-
tion of personnel as a means of 
protecting employees pending 
noise reduction to acceptable 
sound levels; 
• If the first action level is 
exceeded employees must be 
warned of the NIHL risks and 

DECODER PROBLEMS? 
NOW YOU HAVE AN ALTERNATIVE 

M Improved Design - compatible with 

Watermation, CIC, Wright Rain, Primetime and Robydome. 

M Competitively priced. 

^t No switches, fully sealed - long life. 

j t Low cost programmer sets decoder address. 

^ Programmer tests existing decoders. 

^f Up to 4 solenoids from 1 decoder. 

HIGH RELIABILITY DECODERS WITH A 3 YEAR WARRANTY 

T o n i c 
Tel: 01903 262393 

a t e r i n g 
Associate Member of BTLIA Fax: 01903 694500 



EAR DEFENDERS 
advised to wear hearing defend-
ers which must be available; 
• If the second action level is 
exceeded employees must be be 
instructed that hearing defenders 
must be worn in the designated 
ear protection zone or while 
operating the machine; records 
must be kept and be available for 
inspection; 
• Personnel should seek advice 
from a medical doctor before 
using hearing defenders if they 
have an ear infection or earache; 
• HSE, in items 31 and 32 of 
their Noise Guide No.l, state that 
spot checks should be made for 
new machinery, and that the 
interval between check noise 
assessments should be a maxi-
mum of about two years. 

The full details of the require-
ments for employers and employ-
ees are contained in the Health 
and Safety Executive 1HSE) 
Noise Guides. 

2.2 The Management of Health 
and Safety at Work Regulations 
(1989). 
Under the Management of Health 
and Safety at Work Regulations 
(1992) employees exposed to 
high noise levels should be pro-
vided with health surveillance. 
The main objectives, concerning 
noise, of this legislation are to 
monitor the hearing health of 
employees and to take early pre-
cautions to reduce injury. 

Health surveillance is not a 
substitute for measures to reduce 
and control noise and to inform 
and protect employees, as 
required by the Noise at Work 
Regulations. It is a very useful 
part of a hearing conservation 
programme and an important 
indication for putting into place 
further measures to reduce noise. 

More detailed information on 
audiometric testing can be 
obtained from the HSE publica-
tions listed at the end of this arti-
cle. The HSE do not consider that 
it is compulsory for employers to 
provide health surveillance. They 
do, however, consider that it is 
good practice and serves the best 
interests of employees and 
employers. 

2.3 The Supply of Machinery 
(Safety) Regulations (1992) 
The Supply of Machinery (Safety) 
Regulations (1992) and 1994 
Amendments apply to the manu-
facturers, suppliers and importers 
of machinery for the maintenance 

of golf courses and parks. The 
instructions for the machines 
must give the following informa-
tion concerning airborne noise 
emitted by the machinery: 
• The equivalent continuous A-
weighted sound pressure level at 
workstations, where this exceeds 
70 dB(A); where this level does 
nor exceed 70 dB(A), this fact 
must be indicated; 
• Peak C-weighted instantaneous 
sound pressure value at worksta-
tions, where this exceeds 130 dB 
re 2 * 10-5 Pa; 
• Sound power level emitted by 
the machine where the equivalent 
continuous A-weighted sound 
pressure level at workstations 
exceeds 85 dB(A). 
In the case of very large machin-

ery, instead of the sound power 
level, the equivalent continuous 
sound pressure levels at specified 
positions around 
the machinery may 
be indicated. 

The EU Directive 
states the following 
two essential 
requirements: 
• Machinery must 
be designed so that 
the risks resulting 
from noise are 
reduced as much as 
possible, making 
full use of state-of-
the-art technology; 
• Details of the 
sound pressure and power levels 
must be made available by the 
manufacturers. 

The acoustic performance data 
must be in the machine instruc-
tions before authority to use the 
CE mark can be obtained. With-
out the CE mark the equipment 
can be prevented iron being sold 
in the enormous EU market area. 

The original requirement to 
publish acoustic performance 
data in sales literature was 
deleted in the 1994 Amendment. 
This downgraded the importance 
of noise and would have the ret-
rograde effect of decreasing the 
investment and effort to reduce 
noise at source by research and 
development. 

Failure to comply with the 
machinery directive could result 
in prosecution and, if convicted, a 
fine of up to £5,000 and impris-
onment for up to three months, 
or both. 

'These are 
some of the 
reasons why 
the use of 
hearing 
defenders is a 
last resort' 

2.4 Proposed New Legislation 
The European Commission's pro-

posals on Physical Agents, pub-
lished in July 1994, includes 
much more stringent legislation. 
If these proposals are ratified, 
employees will have to be 
informed of possible hearing 
damage risk at a daily noise expo-
sure level of 75 dB(A). At 80 
dB(A) employees will have the 
right to audiometric screening. At 
90 dB(A) systematic audiometric 
screening by or under the respon-
sibility of a medical doctor must 
be carried out. Employees and 
workers' representatives must be 
given copies of noise exposure 
assessments and the programme 
of measures for noise control. 

3. HEARING DEFENDERS 
Hearing defenders - muffs or 
plugs - can protect the delicate 
hearing mechamism from dam-
age caused by exposure to high 

sound levels. How-
ever, they have 
many disadvan-
tages, shortcomings 
and failings, includ-
ing the following: 
• It is not always 
possible for man-
agers or supervisors 
to ensure that 
employees wear 
hearing defenders in 
conditions when the 
second action level 
is breached. This is 
a particular diffi-

culty for golf course, park and 
grass verge maintenance staff 
who may be working out of sight 
of supervisors. 
• Even when fitted by specialists 
in laboratory conditions there is a 
very large difference in the mea-
sured performance of hearing 
defenders for repeat tests. This 
could be as high as 10 dB in one 
of the octave bands. Hence even 
the assumed mean octave values 
minus the standard deviation 
could over-estimate the actual 
attenuation by several decibels 
for the BS5108 tests. In practical 
use in the field or shop floor the 
true attenuation of the hearing 
defenders could be considerably 
lower than specified by the sup-
plier. 
• Operators using hearing 
defenders may not hear urgent 
warnings of pending danger. 
• Most people find wearing ear 
muffs or plugs very uncomfort-
able, especially for long periods 
in hot weather. 
• Ear muffs are not suitable for 

people with glasses or long hair. 
• Ear plugs could be a risk to 
health if very careful hygiene pre-
cautions are not always adopted. 
• Hearing defenders prevent cir-
culation of air in the ear. 
• Most medical doctors would 
not approve their use if the oper-
ator had an ear infection or ear-
ache. 
• Sometimes it is not easy to 
detect damage to the ear muffs 
which could detrimentally affect 
their noise safety performance. 
• Some people, particularly 
young men, are macho about 
using hearing defenders. (They 
do not think high noise levels 
could damage their hearing and 
are therefor reluctant to wear 
hearing defenders). 
• Some types of hearing defend-
ers do not allow equalisation of 
the pressure on either side of the 
plug. Hence the ear drum could 
be at a different pressure from 
atmosphere and the other ear 
drum. 

These are some of the reasons 
why the use of hearing defenders 
is a last resort. The main effort 
and investment must be to reduce 
the machine generated sound 
pressure levels and the noise 
exposure times. 

It is wrong for a manager to 
instruct all ground maintenance 
staff to wear hearing defenders 
while operating all the noisy 
machines. It is not possible to 
determine which machines 
breach the first or second action 
levels without careful sound mea-
surements and an exposure 
assessment based on the maxi-
mum operating time per day. 
Taking this arbitrary approach 
could be forcing operators to 
wear ear muffs for very long peri-
ods when it is not necessary. This 
flawed administration policy 
undermines the basic strategy of 
the legislation. 

4. GENERAL COMMENTS 
It is a fallacy, and dangerous mis-
conception, to think that the 
responsibilities of managers, com-
mittee members and senior exec-
utives are upheld by buying 
hearing defenders and telling the 
ground maintenance staff to use 
them. 

To comply with the noise legis-
lation, to make a positive contri-
bution to noise reduction and to 
reduce the risks of hearing dam-
age to acceptable levels require 
not just a technician who can 



Versatility 
Operates range of more than 
30 pto and towed attachments 

Patented weight-transfer system 

Thekiew SISIS 321 tractor fias been 
designed specifically for the 
maintenance of turf and artificial 
playing surfaces and is ideal for 
golf çjubs, local authorities and 
sports complexes 

.t 4-wheel drive 
Permanent drive to all 4 wheels 

Built-in hydraulic differential 

32 h.p. engine 

sisis 

Excellent manoeuvrability 
Power assisted steering 

Pivot-steer chassis 

Deluxe safety cab 

NEW 
FROM 
SISIS 

AD 
REF 
176 

SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD., Hurdsfield, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 2LZ Tel:01625 503030 Fax: 427426 Spares Hotline: 01625 503020 
SISIS CENTRE IN SCOTLAND The Roundel, Middlefield Ind. Estate, Falkirk, FK2 9HG Tel: 01324 629635 Fax: 632894 

SISIS CENTRE IN USA, SISIS Inc., Florida 



EAR DEFENDERS 
read a sound level meter, but a 
qualified engineer with in depth 
acoustic experience. 

The fact that the sound pres-
sure levels generated by many 
grass maintenance machines are 
still very high, is directly related 
to a poor feedback by users to the 
manufacturers who therefore do 
not consider noise to be an 
important factor in product sales. 
If HSE had sufficient funding and 
resources adequately to enforce 
the legislation, the market driven 
manufacturers would soon get 
the message and invest in 
research to improve the acoustic 
performance of their machines. 
They would also speed up the 
development of battery powered 
electrical machinery which is 
much quieter and more environ-
mently friendly. 

The average equivalent sound 
pressure level at the operators 
head for twenty recently tested 
brush cutters (strimmers) was 99 
dB(A). It would only take opera-
tion for one hour for the second 
action level (90 dB(A)) to be 
breached with this average sound 

level. For the highest measured 
value of 101.4 dB(A) the expo-
sure time to breach the second 
action level reduces to thirty six 
minutes! 

Many types of strimmers, fly-
mos, hedge cutters, chain saws, 
pedestrian mowers, tractors, 
triple mowers, turf cutters, soil 
shredders, aerators, top dressers, 
quad bikes, edgers, blade 
grinders, hammer drills, disc 
grinders, etc. cause a breach of 
the second action level. The oper-
ators of these machines are vul-
nerable to permanent hearing 
damage. Their risk of NIHL 
would be considerably decreased 
by properly conducted noise 
assessments. 

Equivalent sound pressure lev-
els should be measured near the 
operator's head with each noisy 
machine at normal speed over 
grass. If fitted, blades should be 
rotating. For at least one of each 
type, octave band sound pressure 
levels should be recorded to 
ensure that the hearing defend-
ers, if required, attenuate the 
sound to a level which eliminates 

the risk of hearing damage. 
Unusual or inconsistent sound 
measurements should be investi-
gated. 

After the supervisors have had 
time to read and study the com-
prehensive report, the acousti-
cian/engineer consultant should 
spend some time explaining the 
results and analysis to those con-
cerned. 

The noise consultant should 
also provide a telephone advice 
service for the managers and 
supervisors. 

It is essential that the noise 
consultant convinces the user to 
rate acoustic performance as a 
crucial parameter in the decisions 
on which machines to phase out 
and on which machines to buy. 

For normal golf courses the 
first noise assessment project 
would cost about one pound for 
each club member. 

Two years later the cost of a 
recheck noise assessment would 
be much less. This is a relatively 
small price to pay to protect the 
hearing of those who maintain 
our parks and golf courses. It 

would cost a great deal more if 
HSE prosecute those responsible 
for breaking the law or if one of 
the ground maintenance staff 
sues them for causing hearing 
damage. 

Advanced planning and deci-
sion making on noise is not only 
a responsible social attitude, it is 
also good business practice and a 
substantial cost saving strategy in 
the long term. 

IF I WASN'T A GREENKEEPER 
I WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN: 

"A motor racing driver." 
- Darren Homer, Forest of Arden 

Golf and Country Club 

Ask for directions! 
You need to ask Johnsons the way to create a better golf course - we 've 175 years 

experience and have created a range of mixtures which are unbeatable for tees, 
fairways and greens. Long lasting, good colour, drought and mowing tolerant. Some 
of the finest courses in the country rely on Johnsons - we'll point you in the right 
direction. Send now for details of our specialist golf course mixtures. 

ohn5on55eed5 
London Road, Boston, Lines. PE21 8AD 
Tel: 01205 365051 Fax: 01205 359857 



you could call it Fido 

Over the last fifteen years, 

greenkeepers and groundsmen have 

come to rely on good old Super 

M osstox. 

Alwaye effective and reliable, Super 

Mosstox just gets straight on with 

the job of controlling moss - on fine 

turf or hard surface areas. 

And it's just as good today as it's 

always been. So when moss makes 

an unwelcome comeback, just 

remember faithful old Fido. It won't 

let you down. 

fP RHÔNE-POULENC 
Rhône-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119 . 
SUPER MOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339) 

DISTRIBUTED BY; 
Banbridge, Co. Down 
James Coburn & Sons Ltd. 
Tel: 018206 62207 
Birmingham 
E.T. Breakwell Ltd. 
Tel: 0121 733 3344 
Bournemouth 
Roffey Brothers Ltd. 
Tel: 01202 537777 

Bristol 
Avoncrop Amenity Products. 
Tel: 01934 820868 
Cheshire 
County Crops Ltd. (Amenity Division) 
Tel: 01925 758886 
Co. Dublin 
Unichem Ltd. 
Tel: 01 835 1499 
Colchester, Essex 
Kings Horticulture Ltd. 
Tel: 01787 223300 

Dublin 
Spray Chem Ltd. 
Tel: 01 830 9099 
Glasgow 
Richard Aitken (Seedsmen) Ltd. 
Tel: 0141 440 0033 
Home Counties 
Driving Force Leisure (Europe) Ltd. 
Tel: 01508 528828 
Sta-Brite Supplies Ltd. 
Tel: 01256 811811 

Kent 
Eden Park Ltd. 
Tel: 01795 471583 
Lancashire 
Gem Professional. 
Tel: 01254 393321 
Midlothian 
Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd. 
Tel: 0131 663 6617 

Shropshire 
Amenity Land Services Ltd. 
Tel: 01952 641949 
Suffolk 
R.E. Rushbrook & Son. 
Tel: 01473 830273 
Yorkshire 
Aitken's Sportsturf Ltd. 
Tel: 01977 681155 



IF I WASN'T A GREENKEEPER 
I WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN: 

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES 
"A Conservation warden." 

- Mark Broughton, Morecambe GC 

SOIL TECHNOLOGY 
ON THE RIGHT 

Dinner was a big success 
The annual Gentleman's Dinner at 
Walton Heath wa a resounding 
success although the hardy souls 
who competed, particularly at the 
back of the field, were given ample 
opportunity to test the waterproof 
qualities of their clothing. 

Despite the damp - and it could 
have been worse because during 
the dinner itself snow fell and was 
two inches deep by the time it 

came to depart - some excellent 
golf was played over the New 
Course, magnificently prepared by 
Clive Osgood, with 40 pts being 
required to secure the honours. 

The victor was Huw Morgan, of 
Wildernesse GC in Sevenoaks, off 
a handicap of 8 and, as our pic-
ture shows, he was congratulated 
on his achievement by Walton 
Heath Captain John Jessop. 

COURSE 
Uniform size of 

particles is essential 
in resisting 

compaction. 

Consistency of the growing medium is the key to superior greens 
and tees, which is why Rufford place such importance on the 

uniform particle size and the quality of all our sand/soil products 
from Rootzone mixes to 
Top-dressing mediums. 
With Rufford you know they must 
be the best, because 
% Materials are constantly checked. 
# All dressings are heat treated. 
# Uniform particle size. 
# Soil analysis service. 
% Guaranteed quality. 
# Professional advice. 

Of course, achieving such consistently high 
quality products is only possible when the 

technical aspects of each sand/soil mix is under 
the tightest control. Again an area in which Rufford is uniquely 
qualified, not only operating our own quarries, 
but with in-house laboratories constantly monitoring their output. 

Call us today and find 
out why greenkeepers 

throughout the country 
rely on Rufford 

for quality and service 
second to none. 

Tel: 0161 877 8550 
Fairway House, South Stage, 

Broadway, Salford Quays, 
Manchester, M5 2UQ. 
Fax: 0161 877 8554 

Rufford 

Top 
Dressings 

Fine,medium 
and coarse 

Sands 
Wide range, for 

bunkers to greens 
Rootzone 

Mix 
Standard U.S.G.A. or 
made to order mixes 

Screened 
Soil 

[ Fully screened and 
shredded 

Divot 
Mixes 

Especially blended for golf 
tees & fairway divotins 

First 
winner 
sees the 
sights at 
GCSAA 
show 
Stuart Green, of Reaseheath Col-
lege, the first winner of the Gle-
neagles Excellence in Golf Award 
used part of his £1,650 bursary 
prize to visit the GCSAA Confer-
ence and Exhibition in Orlando in 
February. 

The Award scheme, which is 
now in its second year, enables 
students to study for a year at 
Gleneagles as part of their three 
year HND college course and Stu-
art was one of six students 
selected by Gleneagles to take 
part in the inaugural year of its 
Excellence in Golf Awards. 

The students spent a year 
studying and carrying out all 
aspects of course design, manage-
ment and maintenance under the 
direction of Jimmy Kidd and the 
Head Greenkeepers of Gleneagles' 
three championship courses. At 
the end of the year, the students 
faced practical, theoretical and 
project assessments and all six 
were judged to have reached the 
required standard and received 
Certificates of Excellence and 

cash bursaries. 
Stuart is pictured (second from 

left) with his certificate of excel-
lence on the stand of award spon-
sor, Ransomes. Also pictured are, 
from left, Peter Wilson, Chief Exec-
utive Ransomes pic; Jimmy Kidd, 
Director of Turf Grass Manage-
ment, Gleneagles Golf Develop-
ments and David Mclnroy, 
Managing Director of award co-
sponsors Scottish Grass Machinery. 

Welcome to 
R A N S O M E S ' 

TURF 



ers' Guide The most cost-effective way of reaching readers of Greenkeeper 

International. Simply ring Carol Dutton or Louise Lunn on 

01347 838581 and ask about an alphabetical category listing: 

the cost starts from as little as £28 per month. 

Agronomy 
B Jamieson 

Golf Advisors Ltd 
Bruce Jamieson formally Director of 
Agronomy with the PGA European Tour has 
now formed the above company offering expert 
advice on: 
• Golf course maintenance 
• Tournament preparation and presentation 
• Machinery selection 
• Budgeting 
• Staff recruitment 
• Soil and turf analysis 
Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
10 Ashlea, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9RQ 
Telephone 01256 760870, Fax on request 

QorAet* JAAIacI. 
consulting agronomist 

offers a practical and scientific 
approach to problem solving and 

an all-round service towards 
cost-effective golf course 

construct ion and maintenance 

Introductory visits without obligation 

25 Cheviot Close Tel/Fax 
Tonbridge TN9 1NH 01732 350351 

Your customers are reading this: 

tell them all about your business 

with an advertisement in 

GREENKEEPER 

INTERNATIONAL 

PSD AGRONOMY LTD 
A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY 

SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB 
and GREENKEEPER 

• Contract Management of 
Extensions and New Courses 

• Site Management and Problem 
Diagnosis on Existing Courses 

• Technical Advice and Support 
all year round 

• Soil and Turf Analysis 
For further information contact: 

David Stansfield or John Hacker 
42 Garstang Road, Preston PR1 1NA 
Tel: (01772) 884450 Fax: 884445 

Animal Repellents 

SCUTTLER 
ANIMAL REPELLENT 
U p t o t e n w e e k s p r o t e c t i o n f r o m 

b r o w s i n g b y r a b b i t s f r o m a s i n g l e , 

e f f e c t i v e s p r a y a p p l i c a t i o n . 

F o r p r o d u c t l e a f l e t a n d t h e n a m e 

o f y o u r n e a r e s t d i s t r i b u t o r , c a l l 
_ , - . _ _ . _ , Read the label before you buy 
I T 0 1 7 3 4 5 1 0 0 3 3 i - Scuttle contains sulphonated 

Fax: 01734 510044 coom 
® Fine Agrochemicals Ltd., Worcester WR2 5AA. 

^AIRWAYS 
D I S C R E E T C O N T R O L 

CONSULTANCY 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING 

^ ¿ ¿ / U (So /Wofe* . . . 

SPRINGER HOUSE • WINDMILL LANE 
KEMBLE • CIRENCESTEJ? GLOS • GL7 6AN 

T E L : 0 1 2 8 5 7 7 0 9 1 9 
F A X : 0 1 2 8 5 7 7 0 9 1 0 

YOU'RE ONTO A WINNER WITH 
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL 

Find three tiny £50 notes 
- win a real one, for free! 
H E R E W E G O w i t h a n o t h e r c h a n c e t o W I N £ 5 0 w i t h G r e e n k e e p e r 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l ! 

A l l y o u h a v e t o d o i s t a k e a l o o k a t t h i s £ 5 0 n o t e 

s y m b o l . N o w l o o k t h r o u g h t h e a d s i n t h e B u y e r s ' 

G u i d e s e c t i o n a n d s p o t T H R E E o f t h e m - t h e y ' v e b e e n 

r e d u c e d i n s i z e , b u t t h e y ' r e t h e r e , s o m e w h e r e ! 

W r i t e d o w n t h e n a m e s o f t h e t h r e e a d s w h e r e t h e £ 5 0 n o t e s 

a r e l o c a t e d a n d s e n d y o u r e n t r i e s o n a p o s t c a r d t o : N o t e t h e N o t e s 

C o m p e t i t i o n , B I G G A , A l d w a r k M a n o r , A l d w a r k , A l n e , Y o r k , N o r t h 

Y o r k s h i r e Y 0 6 2 N F , t o b e r e c e i v e d b y first p o s t F r i d a y A p r i l 1 9 , 1 9 9 6 . 

T h e f i r s t c o r r e c t e n t r y d r a w n a f t e r t h a t d a t e w i l l w i n £ 5 0 . 

It could be YOU! Enter today - and Note the Notes! 

Judges' decision is final. Not open to BIGGA staff. 

E a g l e - e y e d w i n n e r o f t h e M a r c h c o m p e t i t i o n 

w a s W i l l i a m S h i p l e y , F i r s t A s s i s t a n t a t C h a p e l -

e n - l e - F r i t h G o l f C l u b . £ 5 0 i s o n i t s w a y t o y o u W i l l i a m 

- a n d £ 5 0 c o u l d b e o n i t s w a y t o Y O U i f y o u ' r e t h i s 

m o n t h ' s l u c k y w i n n e r ! G e t s e a r c h i n g n o w ! 

Amenity Spraying 

BRACKNELL 

PROFESSIONAL PESTICIDE APPLICATION 
AND ASSOCIATED TURF SERVICES 

F O R A L L Y O U R S P R A Y I N G 
R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T e l : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 1 1 
F a x : 0 7 0 0 0 4 8 1 0 2 2 

M o b i l e : 0 8 5 0 3 0 0 1 0 4 

Unit 12 Lindenhill Road, Bracknell, 
Berkshire RG42 1UT. 

David Hemstock 
Associates 
Consultants on: 

• Golf Course 
upgrading 

• New Course development 
• Specialists in irrigation, 

drainage and contour surveys 

Suite 4d , East Mill, Bridgefoot, 
Belper, Derbyshire DE56 1XU 

Tel /Fax: 0 1 1 5 9 4 9 9 0 8 0 
Mobile: 0 8 5 0 7 4 4 9 5 7 

Artificial Grass 
Arboriculture 

q Y I Q < 1 • T r e e S p a d e H i r e 

p - ^ t a T v ^ • S e m i M a t u r e 

{ • f c ^ T r e e s 

Jw. • M u l c h e s 
A> \ supplied 

v f ^ ^ J v Ring for colour 

brochures 

I v e r , B u c k s , S L O 9 L A 

Tel 01753 652022 
F a x 0 1 7 5 3 6 5 3 0 0 7 

Architects 

UNIT 25, COWLING MILL 
COWLING BROW 

CHORLEY 
LANCASHIRE PR6 OQG 

Tel: 01257 269983/269069 
Fax: 01257261064 

n 

J»l 
! 

4 -
JONATHAN 
GAUNT 

B.A. (Hons.) Dip L.A. 
GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT 

From feasibility studies to complete 
design projects including contract 

supervision 
4 4 S t a n m o r e R o a d 

L o n d o n E 1 1 3 B U 

TEL: 0181 532 9181 FAX: 0181 532 9553 
Associate of the British Institute of Golf Course Architect; 

t V E R D E T E E F R A M E 
Steel platform, woven grass top. 

• V E R D E W I N T E R T E E \ 
Generous size, self-install kit. J 

| • V E R D E D R I V I N G M A T S f 
i Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices. 4 

J • A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S E S \ 

I • D R I V I N G B A Y S A N D N E T S \ 
i For club and home use. J 
I TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE | 
j BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES. | 

Please call for samples & information j 

J Worting House 

Basingstoke 

Hants RG23 8PY 

I Tel: 01256 811014 

• COURSE CONSTRUCTION • 

• SYNTHETIC GRASS TEES • 

• WINTER GREENS • 

• ADVENTURE GOLF • 

L E I S U R E 

PATHFORM 
& qi Hardwood 

Chips 
Ring for samples 

and colour brochure 

I v e r , B u c k s , S L O 9 L A 

Tel 01753 652022 
F a x 0 1 7 5 3 6 5 3 0 0 7 

Bridges 
l ì 1 T O T A L T I M B E R E N G I N E E R I N G 

H . L . D . L T D 

B R I D G E S 

Pedestrian and Vehicular 

R E V E T M E N T S 

S H E E T P I L I N G 

S H E L T E R S 

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS 
T H E SHIPYARD. GAINSBOROUGH. 

LINCOLNSHIRE DN21 INC 
telephone (01427) 611800 fax (01427) 612867 

Buildings 
G r e e n k e e p e r s ' S t o r e s 

D r i v i n g R a n g e s 
C l u b H o u s e s 

• Machinery Storage 
• Maintenance Workshops 
• Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage 
• Offices and Staff Mess Rooms 

FREE initial designs and costings 

I v a n J C o o p e r L t d 
Steel Framed Buildings 

Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET 

Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662 

THE GREENKEEPER S 
CHOICE 

Secure sectional steel buildings in various sizes 
• Machinery & equipment storage 

• Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage 
• Workshops • Tool sheds 

• Trolley stores 
• Temporary fencing & secure 

enclosures 
For FREE des ign service, quotat ion, 

brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW 

a 0 1 2 1 5 5 3 5 7 2 3 ( 2 4 h r s ) 
Elweli Buildings Ltd, 204 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich, 

West Midlands B70 9DE. Fax: 0121 5801172 

mm 
International 

l b a d v e r t i s e , t e l e p h o n e : 

C a r o l D u t t o n o r 

L o u i s e L u n n o n 

0 1 3 4 7 8 3 8 5 8 1 



Cockleshells 

WASHED 
COCKLESHELLS 

D e l i v e r e d N a t i o n w i d e 
B r i t a i n ' s N o . 1 S u p p l i e r 

Q f c PHOENIX 
M i PATHWAYS 

Tel: 01229 468001 
Fax: 01229 468002 

Chemical Disposal 

GRUNDON 

Grundon can provide safe 
disposal for pesticides and 
herbicides and all chemical 

wastes. For more information 
on how Grundon can help 
with your "Duty of Care" 
telephone 01491 834311 

Construction 
RD JONES & SONS 

Golf Course Construction Ltd 

DESIGN, 
CONSTRUCTION, 
LANDSCAPING AND 
REFURBISHMENT 
SPECIALISTS 
Cae Coch Farm, Whitford, Clwyd, 
North Wales CH8 9EP 
Tel: 01745 561761 
Fax: 01745 561988 ^ 

C O N T O U R 
G O L F • L I M I T E D 

International Contractors and 

m Construction Consultants 

Const ruct ion of n e w c o u r s e s a n d 
remode l l ing of ex is t ing c o u r s e s 

Tel: 01327 79464 
Mobi le: 0385 272935 

105 The Severn, Daventry, Northants NN11 4QS 

A New Company... For Your Golf Course 

Renovations 
Offering design and build remodels 

Experienced Designers 
Quality Construction 
Fixed Price 

Philip House, Stamford Road, Bowdon, 
Altrincham, Cheahire, WA14 2JU 
Tel. 0161 92 9 8600 
Fax: 0161 929 5060 

^ g g S J E E f f i E B S E X 

CONSTRUCTION AND 
REFURBISHMENT 
CONTRACTOR 
For all your design and 
construction requirements 

47A lona Street, Edinburgh EH6 8SR 
Tel: 0131 555 1799 Fax: 0131 555 3271 

G • 0 • L . F 
LANDSCAPES 
L I M I T E D 

ASHWELLS ROAD, BENTLEY 
BRENTWOOD, ESSEX CM15 9SR 

T E L : ( 0 1 2 7 7 ) 3 7 3 7 2 0 
F A X : ( 0 1 2 7 7 ) 3 7 4 8 3 4 

/ • sr oo 

^ s s o c / . 

o 
- a 

O 
O B A G C C -

o 
Oy && 

C O N T A C T T H E 
P R O F E S S I O N A L S 

Tim Banks, Secretary, BAGCC, 
Angel Court, Dairy Yard, High Street, 

Market Harborough LE16 7NL. 
Tel: 01858 464346 

CJ. Collins 
Construct ion 

Golf Course Contractors 
f & \ Burgess Hill West Sussex 

i B ^ a c a Tel: 01444 242993 
Fax: 01444 247318 

Whitnell Contracts Ltd 
Golf Course Constructors 

Woodlands, Ellis Road 
L Boxted, Colchester 

Essex C04 5RN 
Tel: (01206) 272834 

Fax:(01206)272104 
Mobile: 0860 421074 

H l r ì 

Whitwl 
W r t f r a c t e 

l t d 

5\liSeasons (Dressingst> 
f o r C O N S T R U C T I O N S ) 
O F T E E S , G R E E N S & Ó 7 
B U N K E R S 

References available 

119 London Road, 
Kingston, Surrey KT2 6NH 
Tel: 0181 546 3960 
Mobile: 0831 871939 

Specialist Contractors 
for the 

Construction 
of New 

Golf Courses 

J D GREASLEY LIMITED 
"Ashfield House" 1152 Melton Road, 

% Syston, Leicester LE7 2HB 
BAOCQ Telephone 0116 269 6766 
' Fax 0116 269 6866 

Course Accessories 

TACIT 
The best for less! 

Lockon to Tacit s new Flagstick 
with Anti-wear Ferrule. 

When used in conjunction with 
Tacit s quality Holecups, it will 

prolong the life of the Flagsticks 
and so keep them upright 

longer. 

For further details contact: 

"TACIT* 
Golf Course Equipment Manufacturers 

Tel: 01788 568818 
Fax: 01788 537485 

6 
GOLF COURSE 

ACCESSORIES 

URSE^ 

> R I E s J 

IRELAND'S LEADING GOLF 
COURSE EQUIPMENT & 

ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER 

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N 
T E L : ( 0 1 2 4 7 ) 2 7 1 1 6 3 
F A X : ( 0 1 2 4 7 ) 4 7 1 1 3 6 

Drainage 
^ ^ ^ ^ Golf Courses 

and 
Sportsfields 

/ VM/ VM/ \ • Drainage 
\T/ \Y/ \ • Construction 
w w x • Water Mains 

• Fin Drains 
* Approved sand, 

gravel and pipe 
supplied 

Sunnyside, Blairadam, by Kelty, 
Fife KY4 0HY 

Tel: (01383) 830217 
Fax: (01383)831771 

SLEATH & SON 
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE 

Full range of modern equipment providing 
UK and European service 

Contact Geoff Sleath 
Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075 

A A G R I P O W E R 
LTD. 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

Dra inage 

Stone Picking 

V e r t i - D r a i n i n g 

Tel: (01494) 866776 

Driving Range Equipment 

EASY PICKER 
Europe Ltd 

GOLF DRIVING 
RANGE EQUIPMENT 
Upgrade your practice area using the 

world's most popular rang'e ball picker. 
Also suppliers of ball dispensers, ball 
washers, top quality range mats and 

winter tees. 
Tel: 0 1 5 0 8 5 2 8 8 2 8 
F a x : 0 1 5 0 8 5 2 0 9 0 9 

Established 1896 

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD 
Suppliers of quality golf course and driving range 

equipment. 
Comprehensive range of products 

from leading manufacturers. 
Ball dispensers Elevators & Ball Washers 
* Range Mats & Baskets, Balls, Tees, etc. 

& Course furnishings from the tee to the green. 
Contact Iain Richardson - Mobile 0850 850860 

342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds LU4 8NU 

Tel: 01582 597262 • Fax: 01582 505241 

H A V E Y O U F O U N D T H E 
T I N Y £ 5 0 N O T E S Y E T ? 
Track them down and 
win a REAL £50 note! 

Get searching! 

RANGE SERVANT UKIM 

A NEW UK subsidiary of 
Range Servant of Sweden AB, 

Europe's market leader for 

GOLF RANGE E Q U I P M E N T 
Ball Dispensers, Collectors and Washers. 

Play Off Mats and Winter Tee Mats. 

AUTOMATIC TEE-UP UNIT 
Phone/Fax 01442 834242 

Mobile 0585 468624 
4 Arden Close, Bovingdon HP3 OQS 

Environmental Products 

fvt* naturaUnd 
e w i / V H M W a i 

s o / u t i c n e t c t f e t 

ectâaœù: 

faimuia 
Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford, 

Kent TN27 9DU 
Tel: 01233 756241 Fax: 01233 756419 



Fertilisers Grass Seed 

FERTILISERS 
Scotts UK Ltd 

(formerly Grace Sierra UK) 

61 Loughborough Road, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7LA 

Tel: 0115 9455100 Fax: 0115 9455311 

Fountains 

Fountains 
For all your floating fountain and 

aerator requirements, contact 
S.G.I. Sales. Ask for details of our 

large range for functional and 
decorative displays. 

S.G.I. Sales 
6 Stuart Road, 

Market Harborough, 
Leics LEI6 9PQ 

Tel: 01858 463153 
Fax: 01858 410085 

Golf Course Supplies 

Greenkeeping's premier 
publication 

" T V 
Martins 

N / 

For * Oakamoor Bunker 
Sand 

* Par-Link Red Pathway 
Gravel 

* Top Dressing-loose 
bulk or bags 25kg 

* Fendress Top Dressing 

and HMC Products 
Rootzones 

* USGA 
* Golf 
* Sportspitch 

also * Sharpes Designer 
Range Grass Seeds 

Tel: 01625 614121 
Fax: 01625 618282 

Turf J * 
Systems Management 

for 
PRE-GERMINATED GRASS SEED 
"LIQUID SOD" SPRAY ON GRASS 

TOP DRESSINGS 
GRASS SEED 
FERTILISERS 
HERBICIDES 

HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
and 

All Turfcare Materials 
Dromenagh Farm, 

Sevenhills Road, Iver Heath, 
Bucks SL0 0PA 

Tel: 01895 834411 
Fax: 01895 834892 

Hydraulic Pumps 
All types of Hydraulic Pumps & 

Motors Reconditioned and 
Supplied 

Hydraulic Pumps (UK) Ltd 
Tel: (01709) 360370 
Fax: (01709) 372913 

Collect, Strip, Assess & Quote 
free of charge 

Irrigation 
M u 

IRRIGATION 
t) SYSTEM 
t) & CONTROLS LTD 

(Inc. MACPENNY-CAMERON IRRIGATION) 

I R R I G A T I O N 
Suppliers of irrigation equipment to golf courses, 

bowling greens, landscapes, horticulture. 
SPARES - REPAIRS - SERVICE 

MISC LTD 
Unit 18, Hightown Industrial Estate, 

Ringwood, Hants BH24 1ND 
Tel: (01425) 474614 Fax: (01425) 471296 

Butyl Products Ltd for 
waterfeature linings, 

reservoirs 
and 
storage 
tanks 
11 Radford 
Crescent, 
Billericay, Essex 
Tel: 01277 653281 
Fax: 01277 657921 

Butyl 
Products 
Limited 

HIGH RELIABILITY 
DECODERS 

Equivalent to Watermation, CIC, Wright 
Rain, PrimeTime, and Robydome 

• No switches, more reliable 
• 3 year warranty 
• Multi-outputs available 
• Low cost address programmer 
• Competitively priced 

TONICK WATERING 
Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500 

Distributors wanted 

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION 
DESIGN AND INSTALLATION 

BY AN INDEPENDENT, 
FAMILY COMPANY 
Tel: 0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 or 

Tel/Fax: 0 1 7 8 2 3 9 5 7 3 4 

IRRIGATION CONTROL 

DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALL, SERVICE 
I N S T A L L I N G T H E W O R L D ' S 

F I N E S T I R R I G A T I O N P R O D U C T S 
Area dealers for: 

Hllllter and W e a t h e r m a t i c 
WINSFORD CHESHIRE 
Tel: 01606 558 927 
Fax: 01606 862 882 

Iq I Irrigation Systems 

& Equipment 
For all your irrigation 

requirements, whether a new 
installation or system 

refurbishment - contact us now for 
a free survey, design and 

quotation. 
I.L.S. Irrigation Systems & 
Equipment, Oundle Road, 

Lutton, Peterborough PE8 5ND 
Tel/Fax: 01832 272450 

A Nationwide 
Irrigation Service 

I A well designed and installed irrigation system 
is a vital component to a successful project 
OCMIS specialise in irrigation systems for 
sportsground, recreational, amenity and 
landscape areas. 

I We offer comprehensive expert consultations, 
designs, quotations, manufacture, supply, 
installation and service. 
OCMIS are stockists of an extensive range of 

I quality irrigation equipment for every 
requirement. 
Regional offices throughout the UK 
For further information contact 
Head Office on 01460 241939 

O C M I S 
I (Wiwkner HlHltCT 

Design and service you can trust 

MIDLAND IRRIGATION 
AN INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION COMPANY 

2 Fairdene Way, Great Barr, 
Birmingham B43 5JS 
Tel: 0121 358 1246 
Fax: 0121 357 6789 

DESIGN • SUPPLY 
INSTALLATION • SERVICE 

Full member of BTLIA 

Gtermafion 
Manufacturers, designers 

and installers of 

GOLF COURSE 
IRRIGATION™ 

FOR 25 YEARS 
Tongham Road, Aldershot, 

Hants GU12 4AA 

Tel: 01252 336838 
Fax: 01252 336808 

f 0 
£ Installation 

Sales 
T l O & Service 

N.E. England, Yorkshire, 
N. Lines, N. Derbys, N. & S. Humberside 

Contact: EB & L Simms 
Tel: (01765) 602175 Fax: (01765) 603488 

Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close, 
Dallamires Lane, Ripon, 

N Yorks HG4 1TT 

Automatic Watering 
Systems for Sports 
and Leisure Grounds 

• Designed • Supplied • Installed 

GLEN HEAT I IRRIGATION 
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lines. 

f l l i f l Tel: (01775) 722327 
1 Fax: (01775) 725444 

Hmifer The Irrigation Innovators 

Full range including 
Valve-in-Head from 

S.G.I. Sales 
6 Stuart Road, 

Market Harborough, 
Leics LE16 9PQ 

Tel: 01858 463153 
Fax: 01858 410085 

T. & G. TURF 
IRRIGATION SERVICES 
38 Halfpenny Lane, K no re s borough, 

North Yorkshire HG5 0NS 
Tel & Fax: (01423) 8 6 4 9 6 3 

Full member of B.T.L.IA 

Tell the industry of your products 
and services, through an 

advertisement in greenkeeping 's 
top magazine GREENKEEPER 

INTERNATIONAL 

MERIT LINING SYSTEMS 
Linings for ponds, lakes 
and storage lagoons 
A complete advisory, supply and 
installation service for the widest 
range of geomembranes, 
geotextiles, grids, mesh and 
Genap lined tanks. 
Nationwide service to consultants, 
contractors and owners. Proven 
suppliers to MOD, NRA and 
Water Authorities. 

LAURIER GROUP 
159 South Liberty Lane. 
Ashton, Bristol BS3 2TL 
Tel: 01179 231356 
Fax: 01179 231359 



GT GROUP 
L E A S T C O S T 
W A T E R P R O O F I N G O F 
L A K E S A N D R E S E R V O I R S 
- using lining membranes and associated 
geosynthetic materials. 
• Comprehensive service available to 
owners/architects/consultants and contractors. 
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road, 
Nayland, COLCHESTER C06 4LT 
For technical and sales enquiries 
Tel: ( 0 1 2 0 6 ) 2 6 2 6 7 6 
F a x : ( 0 1 2 0 6 ) 2 6 2 9 9 8 

Liquid Fertiliser 

OUTSTANDING RANGE OF 
AMENITY PRODUCTS 

LIQUID BLOOD AND BONE 
Plant growth supplement 

CRN Range - unique controlled release 
Nitrogen products. 

• pHERTILIZER - pH Control • STANDARD 
LIQUID FERT RANGE • IRON PRODUCTS 
RANGE • SULPHUR PRODUCTS RANGE 

• ORGANIC PRODUCT RANGE 
• TURF WETTERS 

R&D Formulations, Kettlethoj-pe, Lincoln 
Tel: 01522 704848 Fax: 01522 704748 

Mower Spares 
M O W E R A C C E S S O R I E S 

L T D 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s o f h i g h 

q u a l i t y l a w n m o w e r 

b l a d e s a n d c y l i n d e r s . 

S u p p l i e r s o f s p a r e s a n d 

a c c e s s o r i e s . 

6 5 F o r n c e t t S t r e e t 
S h e f f i e l d S 4 

T e l : 0 1 1 4 2 7 6 5 8 2 5 

F a x : 0 1 1 4 2 7 6 5 8 5 5 

Netting 

• • TILDENET • • • • • • 
• Per imeter safety netting 
• P a d d e d bay dividers 
• Ant i -dazzle nets 
• Chipping nets 
• Target range nets 
• Practice cages 
• Anti-ball plugging net 
• Net bay dividers 
Avai lable from all good distributors 
Ti ldenet Ltd, Longbrook House, 
Ashton Vale Road , Bristol 
Te l : 0 1 1 7 9 6 6 9 6 8 4 
F a x : 0 1 1 7 9 2 3 1 2 5 1 

S u p e r s c r e e n e d S p h a g n u m P e a t 
f o r G o l f C o u r s e C o n s t r u c t i o n 

a n d M a i n t e n a n c e 
# Conforms to BS4156 
# Weed and Pathogen Free 
# Provides quick and even establishment 
# Excellent water retention during dry periods 
# Reduced risk of dry patch 
# Consistent quality for easy handling and 

mixing 
# Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide 

F i n n f i b r e H o r t i c u l t u r e L t d 
Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road, 

East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1 AW 
Tel: 01903 859555 Fax: 01903 859666 

Your customers are reading this: 

tell them all about your business 

with an advertisement in 

GREENKEEPER 

INTERNATIONAL 

pH Control 

W a t e r Q u a l i t y C o n t r o l 

pH and chlorine control and dosing systems for 
your irrigation water, for improved turf quality. 

Nationwide installation and commissioning 
service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes 

STRANCO LTD. 
Commerc ia l Road, Eastbourne, East Sussex. 

Tel 01323 646163 Fax 01323 646035 

Greenturf Systems 
f o r p H C o n t r o l u s i n g 

" P H A I R W A Y " s o l u t i o n 
C o n t a c t : 

S.G.I. Sales 
6 S t u a r t R o a d , 

M a r k e t H a r b o r o u g h , 
Leics L E 1 6 9 P Q 

Te l : 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 3 1 5 3 
F a x : 0 1 8 5 8 4 1 0 0 8 5 

F R E E S O I L A N D W A T E R T E S T I N G 

Practise Nets 
PRO-TEE GOLF 
DRIVING 

Robust & durable 
contruction 
Single or multiple bay 
system 
Rust resistant frame 
Easily erected 
Long-life baffle nets 
Little or no 
maintenance 
Available with all-
weather golf mats 

BAYS 
L I N K S L E I S U R E 

Tel: 
01948 663002 
or Fax: 
01948 666381 
for details 

Railway Sleepers 

RAILWAY 
F o r k e e n p r i c e s c o n t a c t 

M r D a v i d R o b i n s o n 

T e l / F a x 0 1 6 1 4 5 6 7 1 0 9 

at 'STRIKE TOP TURF' 

R A I L W A Y S L E E P E R S 

8 ' 6 " x 1 0 " x 5 " 

C R O S S I N G T I M B E R S 

1 2 " x 6 " u p t o 1 6 ' l o n g 

P r i c e q u o t e d for n u m b e r r e q u i r e d 

T e l ( 0 1 2 3 3 ) 6 2 5 1 2 1 o r 6 2 0 2 7 7 

Faggs Fleet 
W h i t f i e l d R o a d , 

A s h f o r d , K e n t 

Root Zone 
P H O E N I X S P O R T S T U R F 

i f f f l L , S E R V I C E S 

Q U A L I T Y R O O T Z O N E S 

U S G A S p e c a v a i l a b l e 

Tel : 0 1 2 2 9 4 6 8 0 0 1 F a x : 0 1 2 2 9 4 6 8 0 0 2 

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD 
Specialist Manufacturer and Supplier 

(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top 
Dressings - to all specifications including 

USGA. Supplied nationwide. 
Please phone for quotation. 
Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 

Fax: (01858) 434734 

Sand/Silica Sand 

G R U N D O N 

NOW SPREADING 
IN YOUR AREA 

T o p D r e s s i n g 

B u n k e r S a n d 

R o o t Z o n e 

T e e s D r e s s i n g 

A l l A g g r e g a t e s 

P a t h G r a v e l s 

C o c k l e s h e l l 

N E W H O T L I N E N U M B E R : 

C o n t a c t G o r d o n 

o n 0 1 3 6 7 2 4 4 0 7 8 

S a n d s 

R o o t Z o n e s 

T o p D r e s s i n g 

Lime Free Dried and Washed Sands. 
USGA, Golf, Sports Pitch Root Zones 
Top grade Top Dressings 
Nationwide availability from local sites 
Hepworth Minerals and Chemicals Ltd 
Brookside Hall 
Sandbach 
Cheshire, CW11 0TR 
Sales orders: 
Tel 01270 752 700 Fax 01270 752 701 
General Enquiries: 
Tel 01270 752 752 Fax 01270 752 753 

AIM: M I I L I j I N D U S T R I A L 
S o u t h e r n M I N E R A L S 

S a n d a n d S i l i c a C o m p a n y 

C O M P L E T E R A N G E O F 
H O R T I C U L T U R A L S A N D S 

C o n t a c t L y n d a J o r d a n 

B u c k l a n d S a n d & S i l i c a C o . 

R e i g a t e H e a t h , R e i g a t e , 

S u r r e y R H 2 9 R G 

T e l : ( 0 1 7 3 7 ) 2 4 0 1 5 1 

( E B E N E Z E R M E A R S ) 

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND 

for Tees Greens Bunkers 

and drainage sands and shingles 

Wintersells Road. Byfleet. KT14 7AZ 

0 1 9 3 2 3 4 5 6 1 6 

Seats 

Tee Mats 

• Suppl iers of the Dun lop 
Winter Tee & Practice Mat 

• Golf C o u r s e Furniture 

• Driving R a n g e & Practice 
G r o u n d Equ ipment 

• Flooring & Pathways 

Tel: 01704 571271 
F a x : 0 1 7 0 4 5 7 1 2 7 2 

TUPTOBr 
A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S T E E 

M A T S , D R I V I N G R A N G E 

M A T S , C A R R Y M A T S A N D 

P U T T I N G S U R F A C E S F R O M 

CARPETITION LTD 
1 4 K a f f i r R o a d , E d g e r t o n , 

H u d d e r s f i e l d H D 2 2 A N 

Tel: (01484) 428777 Fax: (01484) 423251 

Thatch 
G R E E N C I R C L E 

A N D B L A C K L A Y E R 

T R E A T M E N T 

The biological way to: 

/ D e g r a d e T h a t c h 

/ C o m b a t D i s e a s e 

/ I n c r e a s e R o o t D e p t h 

/ R e d u c e F e r t i l i s e r N e e d s 

/ D e g r a d e B l a c k L a y e r 

Tel: 0 1 8 1 6 6 9 0 0 1 1 o r S c o t l a n d : 0 1 3 1 6 6 3 6 6 1 7 
I r e l a n d : 0 1 2 6 6 6 5 4 0 8 9 E a s t A n g l i a : 0 1 7 8 7 2 6 9 2 9 2 

W a l e s / S o u t h W e s t : 0 1 2 0 2 5 3 7 7 7 7 

Top Dressings 
S T E R I L I S E D T O P 

D R E S S I N G S f r o m £ 1 8 p e r t o n 

Q f c P H O E N I X 

¿ L i S P O R T S T U R F 

T e l : 0 1 2 2 9 4 6 8 0 0 1 F a x : 0 1 2 2 9 4 6 8 0 0 2 

Tree Planting 
EAMONN WALL & CO 
WOODLAND DESIGN & MANAGEMENT 

# For everything to do with trees on golf courses, 
from planning to felling, expert advice. 

• Large planting grants available. 
OFFICES AT DOLLAR AND DURHAM 

Tel : 0 1 2 5 9 7 4 3 2 1 2 

E a s t c o t e 

N u r s e r i e s 

^ ( S o l i h u l l ) L t d 

* T r e e S p a d e h i r e 
* T r e e m o v i n g 
* S e m i m a t u r e t r e e s 

Nationwide service 
Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull, 

West Midlands B92 0JL 

T e l : 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 0 3 3 
F a x : 0 1 6 7 5 4 4 2 3 2 4 

Jubilee Seeds & Turf 
Q U A L I T Y C U L T I V A T E D T U R F 

F O R A L L G O L F C O U R S E a n d 
O T H E R A P P L I C A T I O N S : 

Greens, Tees, Surrounds, Bunkers, etc 

T E L / F A X 0 1 7 9 7 3 2 0 5 3 6 
Jubilee Villa, 3 Ness Road, 

Lydd, Kent T N 2 9 9 D P 

TEAK FURNITURE 

Seats, tables, chairs, 
benches, 

planters and lit-
terbins made 
from plantation 

grown teak. Listed in 
the Good Wood Guide. 

Send for brochure 

D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road, 
Patchway, Bristol BS12 5TB 
Tel: 0117 931 5335 Fax: 0117 931 5334 



Q Lawns © 
Growers of Quality Turf 

* Uniquely cultivated on fine 
dark soils 

* Next day deliveries 
* Quality assured company 

ISO 9002 
British Field Products Limited r^gS" 
Corkway Drove, Hockwold, f 
Thetford, Norfolk IP26 4JR 
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911 

SOVEREIGN 
TURF 

Growers of consistent quality turf in 
either big or small rolls for landscapes, 

amenity users and golf courses 

Tel: 01728 688 984 
Fax: 01728 688 949 

Fir Tree Farm, Blaxhall, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk IP12 2DX 

TURF GROWN TO 
YOUR SEED 

SPECIFICATION 
or f rom our s t o c k 

ALL GROWN IN STERILE 
COMPOST 

S u p p l i e d n a t i o n w i d e 

G R E E N K E E P E R L T D , 
Shel ford Manor, Shelford, 

N o t t i n g h a m NG12 1ER 

Tel/Fax: 01949 21144 

Tip T o p Turf. 
Seed grown turf available in one sq yd 

or large 25 sq yd rolls with laying 
machines or service available. 

Tel: 01908 270701 • Fax: 01908 374889 

G R O W E R S A N D S U P P L I E R S O F H I G H 
Q U A L I T Y C U L T I V A T E D T U R F F O R A L L 

A P P L I C A T I O N S A N D A P P O I N T E D 
O F F I C I A L T U R F P R O D U C E R S 

T O W E M B L E Y S T A D I U M 

Please contact Head Office for more information: 

THE INTURF GROUP 
Regent Street • Pocklington • York Y04 2QN 

Telephone 01759 304101 • Fax 01759 305229 

S§ 4 - | Wi 
Approved (or Quality 

Turf Dressings 

O u i . 
BOUGHTON 

¡LOAM LTD. 
For 

TURF DRESSINGS 
ROOT ZONE MIXES 

SCREENED TOP SOILS 
BUNKER SANDS 
HORTICULTURAL 

COMPOSTS 
Telford Way, Kettering, 

Northants 
Tel: 0 1 5 3 6 5 1 0 5 1 5 

BAILEYS 
OF 
NORFOLK 
supply 

Professional T u r f Dressings 
for the Profession 

GOLF TURF DRESSINGS 
Approved formulations for use in 

Construction and on the finest greens, 
tees and fairways. 

SAND 
All requirements catered for including 

lime free. Kiln dried sands available. 
SCREENED TOP SOIL 

Including the finest Black Fenland Soil. 
Screened loams to customers' 

individual specifications. 
We also produce and supply root zone 

mix and always have vast stocks of 
cockle shells for immediate delivery 

DELIVERIES NATIONWIDE 
B A I L E Y S O F N O R F O L K 

Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, 
Norwich, Norfolk NR10 5NL 

Tel: 01603 754607 
Mobile: 0860 661603 

F E N T U R F D R E S S I N G S L T D 

for Fendress Top Dressing 
• Fendress Superfine 
• Economy Dressing 

• Rootzone Mixes 
• Screened Fensoil • Screened Peat 
• Screened Loam • Kiln Dried Sand 

• Bunker Sands 

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 
Fax: (01858) 434734 

Rufford 
T O P - D R E S S S U P P L I E S 

Britain s No. 1 for 
Q U A L I T Y - S E R V I C E -

S H E E R V A L U E FOR M O N E Y 
Fairway House. South Stage. Broadway. 

Salford Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ 
Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554 

Vertidraining Hire 
M I D L A N D T U R F 

A E R A T I N G S E R V I C E 
* Verti-Draining 

* Hollow Coring with 
Ryan GA30 

* Tractor Hire 
* Competitive 

Prices Q 
* Professional ^ 

nationwide service. 
Tel/Fax: 0 1 9 2 2 4 1 7 5 6 7 
Mobile: 0 9 7 3 4 7 8 5 1 6 
Char les Frost 

SEWARD 
T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E 

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS 
14 years Vert-drain experience 

with two 1.45m Greens Verti-drains 
(18 greens in 2 days @ 2" x 2" 

spacings) 
and two 2.5m Fairway Verti-drains 

(18 average fairways in 5 days) 
Top Dressing, Hollow Tining and 

Fairway Grooming etc. 
Overseeding with 2 metre disc drill or 

Amazone Power Harrow Seeder 
Greens Pro Seeder 

SAND AND GRAVEL 
SLITTING MACHINE 
FOR SALE AND HIRE 

Phone York (01904) 7 6 5 9 4 9 
Freephone 0500 432120 

{oawi/iey 

VERTIDRAIN 1 5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire 
Coremaster & Core Harvester. 

Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo & 
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and 

Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors, 
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance 

Machinery for sale. 
Foi further details contact: 

RJ & J Campey 
Marton, Macclesfield 

Tel: 01260 224568 
Fax: 01260 224791 

Water Hazards 

Md.tr Hoot Qolf Ctub , y 
VERTIDRAINING 

Competitive rates and prompt 
service offered throughout the 

North West 
For details contact: 

Ernie Lander on 01925 291919 
or 0831 448817 

VERTIDRAIN, HOLLOW CORING 
and SLIT DRAINAGE 

MACHINERY FOR HIRE 
Contact: Peter Holmes, 10 Carson Road. 

Gainsborough. Lines DN21 2RE 
Tel: 01427 613035 

PETER MANNINGTON 

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South 
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds 
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service 

Phone Peter on 01580 200205 
or Mobile 0850 612061 

Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst, 
Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL 

PARKER HART 
CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS 

VERTI-DRAINING • HOLLOW CORING 
TOP DRESSING • SEEDING 

SAND SLITTING • SAND BANDING 
DRAINAGE 

Qualified and experienced staff 
Plus all your sports turf, amenity and 

horticultural supplies 
Contact Anne Wicks (Contracts 
Manager) Tel: 0181 337 7791 

Fax: 0181 330 7392 

ROSS OLIVER 
SPORTS GROUND CONSTRUCTION 

AND MAINTENANCE 
• VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds 
• STONE PICKING • RYAN HOLLOW TYNER 

• SAND SPREADERS • DIRECT DRILLS 
Greystones. Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP 

Tel: (01841) 540222 Fax: (01637) 881057 

V E R T I D R A I N I N G and 
H O L L O W C O R I N G H I R E 

with the R Y A N G . A . 3 0 

Contact Peter Bloodworth 
W O R T H D R A I N I N G 

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266 

/ AQUATIC X 
m WEED 

— CONTROL IZS 
and DESILTING 

For lakes, ponds, rivers and bankside 
areas. Professionally qualified and 

experienced operators 
Contact: 

Water land Management L t d 
( 0 1 3 4 4 ) 4 2 1 0 1 2 

Weed Control 

complete weed control 
GETTING TO THE ROOT 

OF THE PROBLEM! 
The UK's leading specialist spray contractor 

with local service centres nationwide. 

¿"01608 644044 
Wood Chips 

S C R E E N E D W O O D C H I P S 
( 9 5 % H a r d w o o d ) 

Del ivered or Co l lec ted 
Price on appl ica t ion 

Contact : 
H A R R Y A D C O C K & S O N S 

S A W MILLS, C O R B Y G L E N , 
G R A N T H A M , L I N C O L N S H I R E 

Te l : 0 1 4 7 6 5 5 0 2 3 1 
F a x : 0 1 4 7 6 5 5 0 3 6 3 

Workshop Equipment 
NEARY BACKLAPPER 
The model 300 
backlapper is designed to 
match up the cylinder and 
bedknife after scheduled 
sharpening and 
maintenance procedures. 
The lapper will also 
quickly hone a fine edge onto the reel 
and bedknife during the mowing season. 

Ring Risboro' Turf on 
y 01844 274127 or fax 

A I C 01844 2374191 for your 
nearest stockist 

You're at the end of the Buyers 
Guide section - if you haven't 

found the ads with the 3 symbols 
in yet, 

TRY AGAIN: 
IT COULD BE WORTH 

£50 
TO YOU! 



c ilassifiei 1 
Machinery For Sale 

M O R A Y S H I R E 
m w m T R A C T O R S 

EX DEMONSTRATION AND SECOND HAND GROUNDSCARE MACHINERY FOR SALE 
Ransomes Trailed Gangs (set of 3) Sportcutter (reconditioned) £1500 
Ransomes Trailed Gangs (set of 3) Mounted Frame Magna (recond) £1750 
Ransomes Trailed Gangs (set of 5) New Cylinders. Sportcutter £1800 
Ransomes Trailed Gangs (set of 5) Sportcutter £1200 
Ransomes Mounted 214 Hydraulic Gangs (set of 3) Sportcutter 
floating heads £2750 
Ransomes Greenspro 51 Pedestrian Greensmower (choice) £1200 
Ransomes Mounted 214 6 knife fixed units (ex demo new) £4750 
Ransomes Motor 180D (choice) POA 
Ransomes G-Plex Diesel Greens Triple £11300 
Ryan Junior Sod Cutters (choice) £500 
Ryan GA 30 Aerators (choice) POA 
Kubota B7100 Manual 1993 Compact Tractor on turf tyres (ex cond) £4300 
Kubota B1750 HST Compact Tractor on turf tyres complete with 
loader and bucket (ex demo) POA 
Kubota B2150 HST Compact Tractor on turf tyres POA 
Agria 9300D Triple (excellent condition) £2500 
Iseki SG17H Ride-on Rotary Mower complete with collection £3500 
Various other machinery and tractors available 
Contact: Brian Smith or Dave Lyon 
Groundscare Division of Morayshire Tractors Ltd 
New Elgin Road, Elgin, Morayshire IV30 3BD 
Tel: 01343 545234 Fax: 01343 547390 

A D I V I S I O N O F 

Si 
ORAYSHIRE 
RACTORS LTD 

M A Y 
S P E C I A L 

O F F E R R A N S O M E S 

Real savings with Ransomes Real Parts 
on Bottom Blades and Bottom Blocks. 

C O N T A C T Y O U R L O C A L 
D E A L E R F O R D E T A I L S 

RETIREMENT OFFER 
Charterhouse Verti Drain 

machine, Sportsground model 
305250 2.5 metres 

plus International Hydro 84 
tractor on flotation tyres. 
Hydraulic top link £7000 

RP Turf Care, 
26 Burrowmoor Road, March, 

Cambs. Tel: 01354 55653 

MJ£££Ù/S Grass Machinery 
JACOBSEN DISTRIBUTORS 

Largest selection of professional 
used and reconditioned grass 

machinery in the Midlands 
Charterhouse 1.5M Verti-Drain, 

Superb Condition - £7,995 
Smithco Bunker Rake, 

As New-£3,750 
Jacobsen Petrol & Diesel 
Greenskings from £3,950 

Jacobsen Tri-King 3WD Diesel, 
10 bladed or 5 bladed - £7,750 

Jacobsen Petrol Tri-King 
completely re-conditioned - £4,950 | 
Cushman 3 wheel Petrol - £1,750 

CONTACT 
CHRIS BRYDEN 

01777 704275 
EVENINGS: 0115 920 9401 

I I I 
FOR SALE: 

EX-DEMO MACHINES 
1x Multi-Core Pedestrian 
Steering Aerator c/w 21" 

standard head + tines + core 
windrow £3500 +VAT 
(retail £5250 +VAT) 

2x Multi-Core Pedestrian Non-
Steering Aerators c/w 21" 

standard heads + tines + core 
windrow £3000 +VAT 
(retail £5250 +VAT) 

1x second-hand TM1500 
tractor mounted aerator: P.O.A. 

Contact Katharine, 
Multi-Core Aerators Ltd 

01257 231861 

Wanted 
H I P E R GOLF, S.L. 

URGENTLY NEEDED: 
John Deere used turf 

equipment. Any condition 
considered. Please call or 

send information: 

Tel: 00 34 52 81 23 35 
Fax: 00 34 52 81 78 73 

Maintenance 
Machinery Hire 

SiSIS H I R E 
direct from the 
manufacturer 

Large range of aerators, 
scarifiers, top-dressers, 

sweepers, seeders, trenchers, 
stone removers,beach cleaners 
Phone Douglas Boa on 

01625 503030 

North Lincolnshire Council 
Commercial Services Department 

Grounds Maintenance Services 
require a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 
for established 18 hole and 9 hole (29 par) golf courses 

located within the town of Scunthorpe. 

Applicants must possess appropriate qualifications and a 
proven track record in all aspects of course maintenance, 

the ability to lead and motivate staff. 

Salary - NJC Local Authorities, APTC Scale 4/5 
(£11538-£14472 pay award pending) 
Application forms are available from: 

Contracts Manager 
Grounds Maintenance Services 

76 Station Road, Scunthorpe DN15 6RQ 
Tel: (01724) 297843 

Closing date: 7th May 1996 

TRACTOR 
Ford 1210 Dec 1986, 

4 wheel drive, 
Grassland tyres, 
5 speed gear box 

£ 2 , 5 0 0 + V A T 
01732 865433 (office) 
0860 543370 (mobile) 

G E Adamson 
Grass Machinery 

Ransomes Super Certes Ex-Demo condition....£1250 
Ransomes Certes 20" new engine - new cylinder 

£995 
Toro Greensmaster 3000D complete with groomers 

£5750 
Lloyds 21" Paladin - new 8 blade cylinder 
- new engine £995 
Iseki 4370 - 4W/D - cab - turf tyres - creep 
gears - ideal verti-drain tractor - very clean £4975 
Cushman Top Dresser £975 

Compact Tractors and Cricket Wicket Rollers - ring for details 
All prices inclusive of transport but subject to VAT. 

Tel/Fax: 01995 640180 

Assistant Greenkeeper 
job wanted. 

21 year old, qualified to 
NVQ Level 2, also with 
PA1 and 2A spraying 

qualifications. Anywhere 
considered. References and 

qualifications available. 
Accommodation preferred 

but not essential. 

Box No JS 36/96, BIGGA, Aldwark 
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF 

Soil Conditioners 

KELPIE 
NATURAL COMPOSTED 

SEAWEED SOIL CONDITIONER 

FROM STEWARTS 
TEL: 01 3 I -663 6617 
FAX: 0131-663 0651 

Scottish Greenkeeper 
seeks Deputy Head 
position in Central 

Scotland. 
29 years old, 8 years 

experience in all aspects 
of greenkeeping. 

City & Guilds Phase 2 
and 3, PA1, PA2A. 

Good knowledge of 
machinery. 

Box No JS 37/96, BIGGA, Aldwark 
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF 



GOLF CLUB 

Redlibbets Golf Club 
require an 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

for the grow in and subsequent maintenance 
of this new 18 hole golf course. 

Applicants must: 

1. Be qualified to Phase 2 City & Guilds 
2. Hold spraying certificates in PA1/PA2A 
3. Have a broad practical experience and the ability to 

play golf would be an advantage. 
Please apply in writing with full CV to: 

Neal Carter, Course Manager, 
Red Libbets Golf Club, 

Gay Dawn Offices, Fawkham, Longfield, 
Kent OA3 8LY 

This position is for an immediate start. BIGGA rates apply. 

Langland Bay Golf Club 
Langland, Swansea 

invites applications for the position of 

COURSE 
MANAGER 
Applicants must be qualified greenkeepers, 

self motivated with proven ability in organising and 
carrying out work programmes. 

A sound and practical knowledge of automatic 
irrigation systems and the use of greenkeeping 

machinery is also required. 

The ability to lead, motivate and manage an established 
team is essential. 

Salary by negotiation. 

Applications in writing with full CV including 
current salary to: 

The Secretary 
Langland Bay Golf Club, 

Langland, Swansea SA3 4QR 
Tel: 01792 361721 Fax: 01792 361082 

W o r s l e y Golf Club 
requires a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER/ 
COURSE MANAGER 
for an 18-hole parkland course established in 1894. 

The successful applicant will be responsible for all aspects of 
course management and preparation. He or she should have 
suitable qualifications and possess a proven track record in 

course management, budgetary control, greenkeeping 
machinery and Health and Safety regulations. 

The ability to lead, motivate and organise effectively an 
established team of greenstaff is essential. 

Salary will be commensurate with experience. 

Apply in writing with curriculum vitae to: 

The Secretary/Manager, Worsley Golf Club, 
Stableford Avenue, Monton Green, Eccles, 

Manchester M30 8AP 

TECHNICAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 

FOR SCOTLAND 
Rufford Top-Dress Supplies is the country's leading manufacturer 
of sportsturf top dressings and construction rootzones. Due to the 
opening of our new 200 acre quarry at Polmont, near Falkirk, we 

need a Technical Sales Representative, who will be responsible for 
further developing our customer base and supporting our 

distributors. 

Applicants will ideally have a knowledge of golf course/sportsturf 
maintenance and a proven background in sales. A full training 

programme will be given to the successful applicant. 

The package includes: 
• Attractive Salary/Commission Package - OTE £22K 
• Company Car 
• Company Pension Scheme 

Apply in writing to Mr Peter Jefford 

Rufford 
TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES 

Rufford Top Dress Supplies Limited 
Fairway House, South Stage, Broadway, 

Salford Quays, Manchester M5 2UQ 



THE DUKE'S COURSE 
ST ANDREWS 
OLD COURSE HOTEL 
GOLF RESORT & SPA 

FIRST ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Applications are invited from persons of proven ability with 
appropriate qualifications and experience, who possess the necessary 
skills to lead and motivate an enthusiastic team under the direction of 

the Course Manager and Deputy Course Manager. 

A sound knowledge in the use and maintenance of modern machinery 
and irrigation systems will also be required. 

, ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Applications are invited from persons with appropriate qualifications. 
Experience is not essential but applicants holding PA1 and PA2A 

certificates are preferred. 

These positions offer excellent rates of pay and a generous benefits 
package. 

Please apply in writing with full CV and photograph to: 

Owen Browne, Course Manager, Duke's Course, 
Craigtoun, St Andrews, Fife KY16 8NU 

H A V E V A C A N C I E S FOR T H E 
F O L L O W I N G : 

Groundcare Machinery Sales 
Representative & 

Groundcare Machinery Engineer 
SCATS has a progressive Groundcare Machinery 
Division based at the address below selling JACOBSEN, 
ISEKI, HARDI and AMAZONE Groundcare Equipment. 

Due to internal promotion and other changes within our 
business the above positions are now vacant. 

We cover West and East Sussex for the above 
franchises and previous experience of this type of 
equipment and market would be a distinct advantage. 

SCATS is a long-established business with an excellent 
reputation. We look for employees who want to build 
their career and skills with the company. 

Please apply in writing enclosing your CV to: 
R W Bird, General Manager - Machinery, 
SCATS, Frenches Corner, Billingshurst, 
West Sussex RH14 9LR. 

... working with Farmers for Farmers 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

(GERMANY) 
Golf Club Aschaffenburg 

9 hole course, 40 mins from Frankfurt, 
top grade machinery. 

Good salary. 

6 weeks annual leave. 

Previous experience in Germany an advantage. 

Contact: Declan McCollam 
Golf Club Aschaffenburg 

Am Heigenberg 30 
63768 Hösbach 

Germany 

Fax: 00 49 6021 570 876 
Tel: 00 49 6024 7222 

H E A D G R E E N K E E P E R 
D E A N G A T E R I D G E G O L F C O U R S E 
H 0 0 , K E N T 

C C L 
City Centre Leisure 
(Holdings) Limited 

City Centre Leisure has recently been awarded the contract to 
manage this well established golf course in Hoo, Kent. 

The 18 hole course now has the benefit of a new irrigation and 
drainage system. Other facilities include an 18 hole pitch and putt 
course and a new driving range as well as a new professional 
shop - due to open in April 1996. 

Applicants must possess recognised qualifications and be 
experienced in all aspects of modern greenkeeping and course 
management, including maintenance of machinery. 

The ability to lead and motivate staff, organise work 
programmes and maintain health and safety requirements 
is essential. 

If you would like to join the CCL team 
send a full CV with covering letter to: 
Denise Rickards, Personnel Manager, 
City Centre Leisure (Holdings) Ltd., 
5th Floor, Carolyn House, Dingwall Road, 
Croydon, Surrey, CRO 9XF 

Closing date for applications: Friday 26th April 1996. 
CCL is an equal opportunities employer. 



(fyuckinMamshire 
G O L C L U B 

Buckinghamshire Golf Club 
invite applications for the position of 

CHIEF MECHANIC 
to join our team of hard working, conscientious staff. 

We operate an extensive range of equipment which is housed in 
first class facilities. 

The successful applicant will be required to be able to undertake the 
following tasks: 

• Carry out preventative and curative maintenance and repairs on 
agricultural machinery and mowing equipment 

• Organise service schedules, maintenance records and parts controls 

• To aid in the training of all staff 

• To participate in the formulation and action of the work programmes, 
budgets and controls that will ensure the golf course equipment is 

managed in accordance with the agreed management policies. 

This is an excellent opportunity for an ambitious and competent mechanic 
who can demonstrate positive management and self motivation. 

Please apply in writing enclosing your CV to: 

Mr P Chiverton, Golf Course Manager, Buckinghamshire Golf Club, 
Denham Court Drive, Denham, Bucks UB9 5BG 

Closing date for applications: 26 April 1996 

Golfclub Sinsheim Buchenauerhof, Germany 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

required for a relatively young 18-hole course with a 6-hole short 
course and a practice area consisting of a driving range, two 
putting greens and a pitch-&-chip-area. 

Applicants are expected to possess managerial, leadership and 
motivational skills, to have sound knowledge of work 
programmes and of the use and maintenance of modern 
machinery. 

Apply in writing with full CV and two references to: 

Golfanlage Sinsheim Buchenauerhof AG, Sonja Woermann, 
Buchenauerhof 4,74889 Sinsheim, Germany. Tel: 00-49-7265-7258 

GOLF COORSE/ESITE MECHANIC REQUIRED 
Donnington Grove Golf Club currently seek a self-motivated person who possesses 

the relevant skills which go with this important post, ie: 
1. Control of a suitable maintenance program 
2. Maintain a parts inventory and service records 
3. Must have familiarity with welding equipment 
4. Servicing includes a wide range of golf course machinery, tractors and cars 
5. Must be conversant with all Health & Safety Regulations 
If this post interests you, please send your details or CV to: 

The Course Manager, Donnington Grove Golf Course, Donnington House, 
Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2LA 

The London Golf Club 

1st ASSISTANT 
On the Jack Nicklaus designed Heritage Course. 

This post will give the successful applicant an opportunity to join a dedicated 
maintenance team working from one of the most modern facilities within the Industry. 

We are looking for a highly motivated person to progress within the company. 

The above position requires the ability to be able to motivate and supervise up to 
14 staff, therefore man management skills and a sound practical knowledge in golf 

course greenkeeping with associated qualifications is a minimum requirement. 

Please apply in writing enclosing full CV and contact references to: 

Andy Wood, Courses Superintendent, The London Golf Club, 
Ash, near Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 7EN 

Closing date: May 14th 1996 

I J I Golf Club Wiesloch, 
Germany 

invite applications for the position of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be suitably qualified with proven experience in all aspects of 

course management. 
The ability to enthusiastically lead, motivate and organise a small team of 

greenstaff is essential. 
Salary and conditions negotiable. 

Knowledge of the German language would be a distinct advantage. 
Please apply in writing with full Cv to: 

The President, Dr W Gutermann, Golf-und Landclub Wiesloch, 
Hohenhardter Hof, 69168 Wiesloch (Baiertal), Germany 

Eyemouth Golf Club 
require a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
for their new 18 hole course under construction 

on the east coast of Berwickshire, Scotland. 

Applicants must have a suitable qualification and experience in all aspects 
of course management including the Health & Safety Regulations. 

A thorough knowledge of machinery and maintenance is essential 
together with the ability to motivate and direct staff. 

Salary by arrangement. 

Applications in writing with full CV should be sent by 30th April 1996 to: 

Hon Secretary, Mr M Hope, 7 Johns Road, Eyemouth, Berwickshire, Scotland 

QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

wanted for a new 18 hole Championship Links Golf Course 
in North County Dublin. 

Reply enclosing CV to: 

Head Greenkeeper, Portmarnock Hotel and Golf Links, 
Strand Road, Portmarnock, County Dublin 



IN M Y V I E W BILLY MCMILLAN 

Land used to play golf is in good hands 
I am proud to be a greenkeeper and feel privileged to 
be part of this vibrant and ever changing industry. I 
would make it very clear at this point I have never 
met anyone wish all the answers, that is why I am 
writing. By pulling together we all can be of benefit to 
each other and on occasions like this, share our 
experiences good and bad. Golf clubs have increas-
ingly become more business like than ever before 
and I am always looking for new more professional 
and cost effective ways to prepare our golf course in 
tip top condition. I have, at all times, a healthy respect 
for the client ie the golfer, because without them 
wanting to play on our course I would be out of work. 

Greenkeeping is, in my opinion, applying basic 
skills to a greater or lesser extent, depending on your 
course's needs at any given time. I try at all times to 
keep things as simple as possible! However it's not a 
case of black is right and white is wrong, we have to 
employ certain shades of grey from time to time if we 
are to be totally successful. 

I am, as a Head Greenkeeper, totally dependent on 
my staff, because without their help and dedication it 
would be impossible to maintain and improve the 
condition of our course. We all must expect to earn 
our keep, from when we get to work to when we 
leave, we are a team and must perform as such.I 
always try to deploy staff on the course away from 
the golfer as this will cut down time and increase pro-
ductivity. It's important that when we do come into 
contact with the golfer, we are able to communicate 
on a level pitch,there must be a mutual respect from 
the golfer and ourselves. Things are on the mend and 
greenkeepers are becoming more accepted within the 
club environment. Keep up the good work and 
remember we are all our own best ambassadors. 

IRRIGATION: MY INTERPRETATION 
First a story. Many years ago I was a young head-
strong, Head Greenkeeper. I suppose I thought I 
knew everything there was to know about greenkeep-
ing. I had just fed all the greens with Sulphate of 
Ammonia and Iron, one hot July day as I remember, I 
packed up shop and went to visit my mum and dad 
for the evening, some 60 miles away. We were dis-
cussing work and dad said what I'd been up to, I 
explained the day's work and he asked if I had given 
the greens a good water, I replied, "No, because it 
was going to rain,they'd said so on the weather fore-
cast." "Son," he said, "it's raining when you're getting 
a wet head. Now get back and give them a drink." I 
did as I was told and, you know what, it didn't rain 
that night, nor for the next month, contrary to the 
weather forecaster's report. 

Irrigation is only one of the tools available to us as 
greenkeepers. It's not the be and end all to successful 
course management, however, when well designed 
and maintained, it is without doubt an asset. It must 
be used in conjunction with a healthy aeration pro-
gramme, because it would be no good throwing this 
valuable resource (water), onto a surface too com-
pacted to accept it. It has great value, when we are 
using fertilisers, top,dressings, wetters etc, because it 
releases us from the constraints of the weather. If 
you have an automatic system (not everyone has you 
know) it allows you to water the course during the 
night removing the problem of inconvenience to the 
golfer and, of course, cutting down evaporative loss 
etc. 

How much water should we use on our golf 
course? It's worth noting that you may experience 
some restriction due to cost, if coming directly from 
a water board or extraction limits, from a natural 
source on site. 

Some golfers, bless them, would have us apply 
sufficient water that would allow a well struck 3-iron 
from 200 yds, to stop a ball dead. On the other hand 
greenkeepers have over the years, me included, 
applied so little amounts that the playing surface has 
been as receptive as an airport runway. Please 
remember golf is a game played on grass, not bare 
ground. We must apply just enough water to main-
tain a healthy sward and a moist soil profile, remem-
ber I said moist and not soaking. Each golf course 
will, in my experience, require different amounts of 
water to achieve this end, depending on its climate, 
location, topography and soil conditions. It's up to 
us, as the greenkeeper, to determine when and how 
much to achieve the best possible results. 

I have over the years under used water in an effort 
to maintain a bent fescue dominant sward and with 
hindsight it may have been our cutting policies, in an 
effort to maintain high levels of pace for long periods 
and the dramatic increase, in the volume of play on 
our golf courses that have been the main villains. 

Water is an increasingly valuable commodity, your 
irrigation system is an expensive tool, look after them 
both. It may be a stand pipe and a hose or the most 
expensive system around, nothing is more sure, 
greenkeeping would be extremely hard without them. 

AGRONOMY 
I don't confess to the dizzy heights of qualification of 
an agronomist, however have over the years met a 
few, I am always keen to absorb their words of wis-
dom. It will be of no surprise to you all, that the club 
committee are always pleased to have the security of 
their blessing, for all operations carried out on the 
golf course. If the agronomist is employed by your 
club, I am sure that you will find him or her to be 
more of an asset than a hindrance to your operation. 
Please don't be against using them as part of your 
team, you never know they may learn something 
from you, about this business at the sharp end. 

In an ideal world we would all have golf courses 
covered with bents and fescues, no wear and tear 
from golf etc, however, the reality is not as simple as 
that.We now have levels of play on our golf courses 
that have walked of these ideal grasses to some 
extent.We all,I am sure, have to contend with poa 
infestation on some part of the course.The most 
likely situation is that we have a percentage of poa on 
greens and at worst we have poa dominant greens.l 
am not advocating that this is the best situation to 
find ourselves, however the reality is we have to man-
age what grass we have got, rather than to worry 
about the grass we haven't in most cases got. We 
have been advised over the years by some experts 
that creeping bentgrass will not grow well in the UK, I 
would just say that in my present position I am work-
ing with this grass and I must say the observation by 
the experts has not been true, in our case I have been 
very impressed by this grass. The most important 
factor is does the golfer like playing on it? Well again 
in our case they all seem very pleased with our bent-
grass greens. 

With golf in the region of 50 to 60 thousand 

rounds being the norm, it will be of no surprise to 
you that soil compaction is now the main enemy.The 
skill is in carrying out an intensive aeration pro-
gramme within the constraints of these high levels of 
play. Machinery manufacturers have had a great 
impact in making available, the tools to do this work 
quickly and efficiently. A well planned operation will 
be well received by the golfer. I know of no more 
unacceptable topic to the golfer - well maybe frost -
if we are to have any hope of producing first class 
playing surfaces,the golfer will have to accept aera-
tion, is a very necessary and rewarding operation. 

I have in the main managed turn of the century 
greens with a heavy soil growing medium, their 
requirement for fertiliser, water and aeration has been 
worlds apart from the USGA greens that I am now 
managing. 

If I applied the same minimum feeding policy to 
my USGA greens as I have used over the years on 
older heavy soil greens, I am sure, I would have no 
grass on them and I would soon be out of work. In 
the early years of management of a USGA green the 
only available nutrition is what we have applied to 
them and in my experience the requirement on both 
systems are quite different and remember we must 
take these factors into consideration if we are to be 
successful. 

Golf courses over the years have had a bad press, 
we are told that we are a selfish user of the land and 
we will use pesticides at the drop of a hat. Our acres, 
they would have us believe, are totally void of any 
fauna or flora. It's crazy. 

Golf is a game played through a natural landscape 
and we do coexist with nature in abundance. The 
older I get the more passionate I have become about 
this part of golf course management. I asked a golfer 
recently if he had had a good game, he replied, "My 
golf was xxxx but the walk around this golf course 
was fantastic. I have seen deer, rabbits, pheasants, I 
have strolled through bluebell woods, I saw a heron 
at work and, to cap it all, the sun is shining. A perfect 
day." 

He was, I am sure, not alone we all see things like 
this every day on our courses. We must, as custodi-
ans of the land we manage, embrace nature, work 
with it and not exclude it because it would be to the 
detriment of the sport. The amount of land on the 
golf course used to play the game in most cases is 
less than 60% of the total land available, leaving a siz-
able amount for nature to flourish. 

SOME POINTS TO CONSIDER 
• If you have to use pesticides, use only approved 
products. 
• There is no need to cover out of play areas. 
• Only use certificated personnel when using pesti-
cides and comply fully with guidelines for their safe 
use. 
• Retain local species of timber when planting. 
• Compile an ecological survey you will be amazed 
what your course can sustain. 
• Have a healthy respect for nature, the rewards are 
very special. 

I have been afforded this opportunity to bite back 
and say to the pessimists, land used to play golf on is 
in good hands. We can and will embrace the natural 
landscape and preserve it into the future. 



The Hayter FM514 is a purpose-built 5-gang 
mower that's equal to the challenge of any course. 
Since no two golf courses are the same, the FM is 
designed to adapt. Unique 26" floating heads follow 
the ground contours closely for a superb finish. 

Ground holding is gentle but firm. Wide front axle, 
broad tyres and variable weight transfer system give 
traction with minimum turf or soil damage. 

And behind it all is the sheer power of a Kubota 
35hp engine. With 'on-demand' 4-wheel drive 
transmission and differential locking you have total 
mastery. 

Call now to arrange a demonstration 

Every club should 
have a professional 
like this! 

HAYTER 
Hayter Limited 

Spellbrook Bishop's Stortford Herts CM23 4BU England 
Tel: 01279 723444 Fax: 01279 600338 

Every club should have a professional like this! 



They won't wriggle out of 
* 

this one... 

For details of your nearest Rhone-Poulenc distributor, call (01277) 3011 16 

Turf managers 'cure-all' with dual 
recommendations for the control ~ 
of surface casting worms AND $ 
leatherjackets. 

Safe and effective on all turf tyjplp p| 
including fine and semi-fine turifjyj H 

Unique formulation - simple to use. 

Proven reliability - the professionals 
choice for 10 years. 

Castaway Plus smooths out the problem of worm casts 

tP RHONE-POULENC 
Rhone-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301116 Fax 01277 301119. 
CASTAWAY PLUS CONTAINS THIOPHANATE-METHYL AND LINDANE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05327) 


