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Elizabeth 1 learned she was to become Queen 
whilst in the grounds of Brocket Hall. There are 
high aspirations too for the golf course built on 
the same site just three years ago 

PREPARING 
FOR SPRING 
at Brocket Hall 



HISTORY 
IN THE 
MAKING 

L o r d B r o c k e t is r a r e l y o u t of t h e 
n e w s p a p e r s t h e s e d a y s , s o w h y s h o u l d 
h i s c o u r s e in H e r t f o r d s h i r e b e a n y 
d i f f e r e n t ? D a v i d S t o k e s t a l k s t o c o u r s e 
m a n a g e r J o h n W e l l s a b o u t t h e c o u r s e , 
h is m a i n t e n a n c e p r o g r a m m e , a n d i ts 
f u r n i t u r e . . . 

The furniture around a course is like a well 
dressed man - you only notice it if there 

is something wrong. I visited John Wells, 
course manager of Lord Brocket's beautiful 
course at Brocket Hall near Welwyn Garden 
City, Hertfordshire, to see what he's got on 
the Melbourne course. John has a policy of 
the fewer notices the better. "Golfers will 
walk right past notices and they are a hazard 
to greenkeepers, who have to cut round 
them," he said. "It's best to put most of the 
information on the scorecard and our mem-
bers are the sort of people who don't need to 
be told how to behave. The less notices, the 
better the atmosphere the course has. People 
don't like to feel they are back at school." 

E A R T H s h a t t e r i n g ! 
The Huxley Soil Reliever 
- the ultimate in deep compaction relief for 
all soils beneath all sports turf surfaces. 

• Suitable for most turf tractors from 30hp upwards. 
• Rapid tine action ensures a cleaner, quicker finish. 
• Reduced maintenance - greasing required just 

once a week. 
• Rugged steel construction for a long working life. 
• Available in a choice of 60" or 80" working widths 

with Vie", V2", 3/4m, 7/8m or 111 solid tines or 5/e", 2U\ 1" 
or IVV coring tines. Maximum tine depth: 14". 

• Backed by probably the best after-sales service 
in the business. 
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HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY LTD 
The Dean, New Alresford, 

Hampshire S024 9BL 
Tel: 01962 733222 
Fax: 01962 734702 

5 Simpson Road, 
East Mains Industrial Estate, Broxburn, 

West Lothian EH52 5AU 
Tel: 01506 856968 Fax: 01506 856086 



'At Brocket Hall everything must be just right, to meet the company's 
high standards and this often means that items are specially made' 

The course at Brocket Hall is less than three 
years old and while John was working out his 
notice at Welwyn Garden City Golf Club he 
attended many meetings to decide certain 
aspects of how the new club was going to 
look. "I learnt a lot at those meetings," he 
recalled. "We had a rep round and he showed 
us some signs made of slate. They were beau-
tiful, excellent quality and in the room we 
held the meeting they looked wonderful. 
When we took it outside and put it on the tee 
it looked very much out of place, it just did 
not belong. I found out then that you can 
never buy things out of a brochure, you must 
see them in their context. Then and only then 
can you know that it will work. 

"English Heritage has a say about many 
things the club does and they were particu-
larly interested in the course furniture. It had 
to fit in and not be in any way garish. For the 
signs we had a look at plastic, marble, and 
brass, as well as slate, but in the end we 
plumped for wood - oak that had come from 
the estate. They were cut to size on the estate 
and sent to a sign writer and carved there." 

H i s t o r i c s i t e 
Almost cutting the course in two is the Broad-
water, a man-made lake created by a weir 
near the bridge. John told me that many balls 
are lost in the Broadwater. Part of the kit of 
many of the 330 members is an extending 
pole to net their submerged balls. 

Elizabeth 1 - then Princess Elizabeth - was 
sitting under an oak tree overlooking the 
Broadwater in 1558 when she learned of the 
death of her sister, Queen Mary, and thus her 
accession to the throne. The oak still stands 
near the first tee and the hole is called Eliza-
beth 1 to mark this moment in history. Other 
holes at the 235-year-old hall also have 
names associated with the place - like Caro-
line Lamb, Palmerston, Byron and Paine (the 
architect of the hall and beautiful bridge that 
crosses the lower end of the Broadwater, both 
built in 1760). 

A touch of common sense is that every sign 
on the course is not set in concrete, instead 
it's set in a plastic tube. This enables the 
greenkeepers to remove a sign and cut over 
the hole instead of cutting around it and 

strimming up to the posts. The main sign has 
a map of the hole, its par number, length and 
the SI number. The Elizabeth 1 hole for 
example has the number 1 and the name, the 
map showing the Broadwater and the tees, 
trees and green. Plus par 4, 330 yards and an 
SI of 13. 

To mark the white, yellow and red tees 
there are pearshaped wooden markers which 
are easily removed and replaced for mowing. 
The greenstaff have to repaint these four 
times year owing to scratches (caused by 
squirrels that abound in the park). There are 
also secondary signs on the yellow and red 
tees giving the hole number, the par, the 
length and the SI number. 

The club spent a lot of time looking at ball 
washers and settling on the American make, 
Par Aid. These are in cast metal and will not 
break when a ball or the frost hits them. They 
come in two colours as stock items to this 
country but the committee didn't like those 
and opted for 'Hunter Green'; these took 
longer to be delivered as Rigby Taylor had to 
order them from America. "But we felt it was 



HISTORY 
IN THE 
MAKING 

worth it, they certainly 
'fit in'," said John. "At 
Brocket Hall everything 
must be just right, to 
meet the company's high 
standards and this often 
means that items are 
specially made." 

To cross the Broadwa-
ter at the clubhouse end, 
Brocket Hall has what must be unique, a 
chain ferry, or cable in this case. Splasher 
plates from a Great Western Railway Hall 
Class Loco 'Brocket Hall' grace both sides of 
the ferry with its number plate, 5987, 
(scrapped in 1964). The ferry can accommo-
date two golf carts and their passengers with 
ease. 

Walking around the 6584-yard, par 72 Mel-
bourne course, you are struck by its grace, 
style and taste. Lots of time has been spent on 
making sure nothing offends the eye and it 
has all paid off. 

Of course the furniture and fittings are just 
the finishing touches to the Alliss/Clark-
designed course. To bring the course up to 
the present high standard from the construc-

J o h n W e l l s , c o u r s e m a n a g e r 

tion in 1991, has 
required a lot of hard 
work. This has been car-
ried out by a highly 
motivated greenstaff of 
10. Staff training and 
welfare come very high 
on John's list of priori-
ties. As course manager 
John feels the club's best 

asset lis a greenstaff with pride in their work. 
All the staff are encouraged to play golf and 
are all members of BIGGA. This is paid by the 
club, out of the training budget, and time is 
given off to attend lectures and golf tourna-
ments. All Brocket Hall staff are trained to 
provide a service where nothing is too much 
trouble. 

From a 1991 construction, the course 
opened in June 1992. This didn't leave much 
time for the course to grow in and iron out 
any small problems. One of the early prob-
lems was poorly draining bunkers - now they 
have all been drained and complement the 
free-draining greens. The greens are built 
with a 12-inch layer of 90% Kingsley washed 
sand and 10% fensoil which overlay 2 inches 

With the tightest turns in the business,these greenkeepers are enjoying 

the versatility of the highly manoeuvrable Reelmaster 216 mower and 

the compact, sure footed, Sand Pro. With 3-wheel drive and lightweight 

balanced design, nothing gives such an immaculate finish or handles 

better in tight situations. Around greens, tees and bunkers, they're examples 

of how we've worked to provide you with the precision engineered tools 



needed to create perfect playing surfaces, beautifully. Give us a call. To enjoy the fringe benefits, simply 

We'd like to walk your course with you and recommend the best telephone 0480 476971 and we will 

machines to meet your precise needs. You can trust Toro quality. arrange for a local dealer to contact you. TORO 

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE PEI9 1QH TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167 

Bringing perfection AD 
to play. 61 



Distributors required for certain counties 

L G M L T D 
Unit 17 Greenwich Close, Landseer Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 ODD 

^ Telephone: (01473) 289158 Fax: (01473) 289161 

Grass Cuttings? 
No Problem! 

Vacuum 
Sweepers 

Trilo's combination of high power vacuum, brush, scarifier and 
wanderhose, gives the power and versatility to cope with leaves, thatch, 

cuttings, hollow cores and litter. 

With the new SF150 designed to mount on any golf truck, Trilo now 
offer five different models - so there's a Trilo to suit your needs! 

For hire or sales contact: 

MJT Contracts Ltd 
50 Bury Road, Stapleford, Cambridge CB2 5BP 

Tel: (01223) 846648. Fax: (01223) 846206 
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of sharp sand and a 4-inch layer of pea gravel 
(10mm in size), with a draining system set 
into the subsoil. The grasses sown in con-
struction were 80% fescue split between 60% 
chewing fescue, 20% slender creeping red fes-
cue and 20% browntop bent. After three 
years, the total fescue is now 60%, the bent 
30% and the other 10% is Poa. "This is my 
biggest disappointment on the course," says 
35 year-old John. 

The greens are contoured to shed water 
and have never held surface water in the 
three years since construction. They are firm 
and true 12 months of the year, which has 
enabled the course to stay open every day 
since the opening, apart from a fall of snow. 

Although all the course requires a great 
deal of attention, the greens are the most 
important to John. A careful maintenance 
programme is carried out throughout the 
year. Spring maintenance starts in early 
March with a feed of 4-0-8 + 2FE 2MG 
35g/m2. A total of six feeds are used through-
out the year, finishing with a late autumn 
feed being the most important on such high 
sand content greens. Totals for the year are 
between 200-250 kg/hectare of N 20-30 kg/H 

Prices start 
at £10,400 

of P and 180-200 kg/H of K. Feeding is based 
on mini granule slow release methylene urea, 
and some summer liquid feeds of urea. "It is 
important to feed at the right time, and rate, 
to keep the grass healthy and to protect from 
wear. On sand more damage is caused from 
under feeding than over," said John. "This is 
also true with watering." 

To control the build up of fibre, John advo-
cates light grooming and occasional verti-cut-
ting throughout the growing season. Aeration 
is in the form of solid tining at the start of 

every month, alternating between 3/8in tines 
at a depth of 1 l/2ins and l /2in solid at a 
depth of 3ins. At the beginning of October, 
hollow tining is carried out with 5/8 tines to 
a depth of 2ins. In between the tining pro-
gramme, light sorrel rollers are used to keep 
the surface open. Because of the good quality 
sand used in construction there are no signs 
of compaction. No slit tining is carried out 
because a slit in sand will just close up after 
the next cut. 

Top dressing is applied from March to 

[LESCO] 
THE GREENS MACHINE THAT 

MAKES ECONOMIC SENSE 
FOR TODAY'S GOLF COURSE 
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October inclusive with the Kingsley washed 
sand straight after the solid tining (100 tons 
per year). 

The rootzone is kept moist at all times, to 
guard against dry patch, and regular use of 
wetting agents from early March also helps. 

Adjusting to sand-based greens was a nov-
elty for John, as the principles of feeding and 
watering them were so completely different 
after 12 years of tending soil-based greens. 
But he must be getting it fairly right as in the 
three years since the course opened, only one 
application of fungicides has been used, to 
control fusarium patch. That was applied in 
October of last year. 

As we completed our tour of the course and 
took in the view of the 18th 'Broadwater' hole 
- a vista framed by trees falling away to the 
Hall below with the lake just visible between 
- John concluded with this thought: "People 
think that sand-based greens are expensive to 
maintain because the cost of fertiliser is more, 
however the saving on fungicides and the 
lower cost of sand dressing makes the costs 
comparable. The major benefit to any club of 
sand-based greens is the 12 months play a 
year on smooth, firm, green surfaces." 
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CONTINENT 400-3D 
A Winner for Mowing Tees and Bunker Surrounds 

Options include: grassboxes, 
3-wheel drive, differential and cab 

5HBD 
ffalMine, 

P r o f e s s i o n a l l a w n m o w e r s 

Send for details from: 
CLAYMORE GRASS MACHINERY 

Waterloo Industrial Estate, Waterloo Road 
Bidford-on-Avon, Warwickshire B50 4JH 

Tel: 01789 490177 Fax: 01789 490170 

Rear-mounted I5hp twin-cylinder 
diesel; full hydrostatic drives; 

backlapping facility as standard 
• 

High driving position for all-round 
visibility and operator comfort 

• 
Excellent power-to-weight ratio 

• 
For climbing slopes the Continent 

400-3D is in a class of its own 
• 

Rear-wheel power steering 
gives tight turning 

See the Continent 400-3D 
in action on your course. 

Book your personal demonstration today 
on 01789 490177 




