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ences and difficulties that an 
architect faces. 

In the case of Djerba, very high 
temperatures; strong winds; a 
semi-arid site of sand and palm 
trees overlying limestone; a high 
water-table; a water source con-
taining six grams of salt per litre 
- the usual tolerance for Bermuda 
grass being one gram per litre -
and a water need of half a million 
gallons per day. Combined or 
individually these hardly suggest 
that the site was suitable for a 
golf course. For an architect, 
however, there is always some-
thing to be thankful for and in 
the case of Djerba it was the lack 
of conditions laid down by a 
planning agency. 

That cannot be said to be the 
case at Minchinhampton where 
the site, included within an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
was the subject of a full-scale 
Planning Inquiry. Permission was 
eventually granted subject to con-
ditions attaching to earthworks 
and landscaping - no change of 
level greater than 1.5 metres, 

fewer than ten bunkers with the 
sand not be visible from any pub-
lic highway; reconstitution of 
hedgerows and stone walls; a 
tightly controlled tree planting 
scheme in consonance with the 
Cotswold landscape and greens 
and tees to be sited at a respect-
ful distance from neighbouring 
properties. 

The two sites had quite differ-
ent soils, the one sand and bro-
ken shell, the other Cotswold 
brash with an alarming quantity 
of stones - the first job was to 
instigate a complete mechanical 
stone-picking and stone burying 
operation. Djerba was a ready-
made golfing landscape with 
dunes and rolling terrain right 
down to the beach with a scatter-
ing of palm trees throughout. 
Cherrington, on the other hand, 
was stone-walled , treeless and at 
first sight not an inspiring canvas 
despite its Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty status. A very 
shallow valley floor and fairly 
uniform gradients were the only 
native material. 

Deal ing w i t h con t ras t i ng s i tes and cont ras t ing 
prob lems, h o w does a golf a rch i tec t make the 
mos t of t he go l f ing oppor tun i t ies w i thou t ruining 
t h e var ied env i ronments in w h i c h he works? 
Noel Forester repor ts 

One can only imagine about 
the life of a golf architect 

and the requirement to perform 
when under the influence of lag, 
not so much induced by jet or 
time but by local environments. 

A respected golf architect plies 
his trade far and wide and deals 
with any number of conflicting 
and contrasting problems as he 
wrestles with several different 
projects at any one time. 

How easy it must be to jump to 
an all too hasty decision when 
standing on the windswept 
heights of the Cotswolds, follow-
ing hard upon a flight back from 
Tunisia. What might there possi-
bly be in common between the 
island of Djerba off the coast of 
southern Tunisia and the corn-
fields at Minchinhampton in 
Gloucestershire apart from them 

both tending to test the limits of 
the thermometer? 

It cannot be easy to cast aside 
those extremes of climate when 
the summer temperatures on 
Djerba - Homer's island of the 
Lotus Eaters incidentally - can 
soar into the not altogether 
soporific 40s while the opening 
day in May at the new Cherring-
ton course at Minchinhampton 
struggled to reach five degrees. 
How can an architect cope with 
the huge demands these extremes 
place not only on himself but on 
the grass. After all the golfer has 
a choice about whether to brave 
the elements but the grass had no 
such luxury. 

If you continue to peel away 
the onion-skins of the Djerba and 
Cherrington projects you will dis-
cover more and more the differ-
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If, however, you turn away from 
the manifold differences between 
the two sites and search for 
something which might unite 
them in the work of the golf 
architect it is clearly to do with 
the artificiality of the intention 
and how the architect integrates 
that artificiality with the site and 
defends the charge or landscape 
ruination. An environmental 
cynic would recognise the colours 
and textures of the one site trans-
posed to the other and the shapes 
and features of the other 
imported back to inland Britain. 

But it should not stop there. 
The principle aim, and it is one 
that would surely be shared by all 
golf architects is not to allow the 
artifice to conceal the original 
site. When you cannot see the ori-
gins and history or a piece of land 
you are playing golf over, then a 
large part of the spirit and pur-
pose of the game is lost and sensi-
tivity in design has been 

surrendered to artifice, self-pro-
motion, gimmickry and introver-
sion. 

It is not simply about leaving 
shadows of the former site, 
encouraging the golfer to play 
over Cotswold stone walls or 
thread his or her way among the 

strategically retained palm trees. 
It is about using the character or 
the site as a form of discipline 
and restraint in the design and 
construction processes. It is about 
getting under the skin of the site 
and using all of the architect's 
experience and judgment in 

defining the limits, scale, style 
and intensity of the artificial 
design which are appropriate to 
the particular site. 

In the last analysis it is about 
losing part of the architect's per-
sonality in the site itself. The site 
is far, far more important. 
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supplies 
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Top Dressings • Sands • Top Soils • Fern Soil 

Suppliers of Soils for Golf Courses 
TOP DRESSING 
Grade 1, 2, 3 to a 
high specification 

ROOT ZONE MIX 
Individual mixes 
USGA 
specification, Lime 
free sands used 

SCREENED SOIL SANDS 
3mm and 6mm Screened Free draining, 
soil for divoting and Lime free sands 
construction. Naturally for bunkers and 
organic top dressings 

Tee and 
Green 
construction 
undertaken 
by our own 
professional 
tradesmen 

We at ALL SEASONS DRESSINGS have researched long and hard to achieve a Top Dressing to a very high quality product. 
All our soils and sands are tested by local agronomists and chemists to obtain the best results for your greens and tees. 
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