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TS TOUGH
AT THE TOP

Your course endures a lot of punishment. And when you're sowing or
overseeding, the last thing you need is to lose seedlings to the onslaught of soil-
borne disease.

That's why each and every seed in the Guardian range has been precision
coated with a fungicide and polymer treatment, enabling them to emerge and
establish much more reliably than ordinary seed.

There are five precisely formulated mixtures for golf in the Guardian range,
packed in handy sizes from a 2kg repairs box for greens and tees, a 15kg sack to
renovate a standard green, and 20kg sacks. When it's tough at the top, choose

Guardian - the top performer. it - =
Snuiair il Guardian reareo seeo

Mixtures formulated and

’p RHaNE-POULENC ‘ supplied by Sinclair McGill

Rhdne-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119.

. GUARD;AN
RUARDIAN

DISTRIBUTED BY; Bournemouth Colchester, Essex Home Counties Midlothian
Banbridge, Co. Down Roffey Brothers Ltd. Kings Horticulture Ltd. Driving Force Leisure (Europe) Ltd. Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd.
James Coburn & Sons Ltd. Tel: 01202 537777 Tel: 01787 223300 Tel: 01508 528828 Tel: 0131 663 6617
Tel: 018206 62207 Bristol Dublin Kent Shropshire
Basingstoke Avoncrop Amenity Products. Spray Chem Ltd. Eden Park Ltd. Amenity Land Services Ltd.
Sta-Brite Supplies Ltd. Tel: 01934 820868 Tel: 01 830 9099 Tel: 01795 471583 Tel: 01952 641949
Tel: 01256 811811 Co. Dublin Glasgow Lancashire Suffolk

AD Birmingham »  Unichem Ltd. Richard Aitken (Seedsmen) Ltd. Gem Professional. R.E. Rushbrook & Son.

REF E.T. Breakwell Ltd. Tel: 01 835 1499 Tel: 0141 440 0033 Tel: 01254 393321 Tel: 01473 830273

59 Tel: 0121 733 3344 Yorkshire

Aitken's Sportsturf Ltd.
Tel: 01977 681155
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FREE READER
REPLY SERVICE

Use the post-paid
Reader Reply

the companies’ Ad

Ref numbers, post the card to us
and we’ll arrange for further
information to be sent to you
direct.

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

a quick reference guide

ADVERTISING WORKS
IN GREENKEEPER

Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund
The Fund provides the key to the future for greenkeeper, golf club

and game. Individuals and companies can join the Golden Key Circle -
and Silver Key Circle. For details, contact BIGGA on 01347 838581. |

GOLDEN KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS:

* Amenity Technology * ET Breakwell Ltd * Hardi Ltd
* Hayters PLC + Jacobsens * Kubota UK Ltd * Lely UK Ltd

INTERNATIONAL:

Greenkeeper
Inhm-t_!onal is the _only

professional magazine
we advertise in because we

know it works! ! !

- KIM MACFIE,

*R * Rhone Poul * Rigby Taylor Ltd Sales and Marketing
* Toro Irrigation * Zeneca Products Director, Hayters PLC
SII..VER KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: FOR MORE DETAILS CALL:
P ity Products * Fenchurch * Risboro’ Turf « Sisis Bill Lynch on 0191 413 7218, or

Carol Dutton or Louise Lunn at
BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581.

Want to exhibit at next year's BTME? Call Louise Lunn on 01347 838581 for a comprehensive information pack
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SUNDAY 22 JANUARY

Arrive at Majestic Hotel in Harro-
gate. Nervous — a new Headquar-
ters hotel; will it be up to
standard? Relax as greenkeepers
are seen with towels in hand
heading to the swimming pool
and sauna. Off to a good start
despite non-arrival of courier
with some 30 conference badges.
Never mind, Sami's in control.
Meet up with our American and
Swedish guests and enjoy their
company throughout the week.
Good dinner and conversation —
the mood seems set fair. End the
night with our two Russian visi-
tors from Moscow — retire as the
caviar and vodka begin to flow...

MONDAY

Impressive conference set creates
right atmosphere. All speakers
present and Conference is sold
out. Many compliments regarding
hotel — excellent food and accom-
modation together with first-class
service and friendly staff — a big
worry lifted off my shoulders.
Successful first day highlighted
with conference dinner and pre-
sentation of ninth Master Green-
keeper award to Richard McNabb
from South Carolina. Many disap-
pear before cabaret by Willy Hirst
and Rainbow Jazz Band - a pity
as it was an excellent act. Noted
to review for next year.

TUESDAY

Conference off again on time.
Thanks to Dr Peter Hayes for
being an excellent Chairman.
Audio/visual presentation a great
success. Delegates have had an
informative two days and many
are looking forward to the Exhibi-
tion. Short Board of Management
meeting to elect new Chairman
and Vice-Chairman then off to
cheese and wine gathering for the
exhibitors. Hayter dinner follows
splendidly organised by Kim Mac-
fie and Barbara Garton. Late
night call on first Past Chairmen’s
dinner in the Majestic — seem to
have missed an excellent night
with the world being put to right.

WEDNESDAY
The first ribbon-cutting ceremony
goes off well, recorded on video

Reflections on
a special week

BIGGA in focus

BY NEIL THOMAS

for a promotional presentation.
Amazing numbers through the
doors. Pleased to welcome our
President Viscount Whitelaw to
the Chairman’s luncheon. New
shields for Golden and Silver Key
sponsors are attractive. Rousing
speech by our President who then
tours the exhibition leaving just
before the snow starts. Back to
the Majestic as a white blanket
descends. Off to AGM. Excellently
attended with members locked in
by the snow. Unanimous support
for the continuation of the BTME
in Harrogate in 1996. Good to see
Bill Lawson elected as a Trustee
and Eric James and Bert Cross as
Life Members. Karaoke night dis-
appears as the snow falls — never
mind the lads are having a great
time in the bar led by the Men of
Harlech under the baton of one T
Adamson. A good time was had
by all whilst the blizzard contin-
ued...

THURSDAY

7.45am Steering Committee
meeting — but who will be there?
Just about everyone it transpires.
Forthright meeting with the show
scene clarified. Overwhelming
support for BTME '96 is great
encouragement. Off to the exhibi-
tion through the snow. Will any-
one be there! You bet — everyone
astonished by the numbers
through the doors and the day is
off to a great start. But will our
entertainers make it for the ban-
quet, the climax of the week? The
agency has done a great job with
a late replacement in Linda Nolan
and with Tom O’Connor setting

4 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL February 1995

off the night before to ensure his
arrival. Capacity attendance at
banquet — what a night! Perhaps
the best cabaret I've seen. Many
present overcome with the
appearance of Linda Nolan and in
a state of near frenzy by the time
Tom O’Connor appeared for a
quite brilliant 75 minute stint. A
truly memorable evening dis-
cussed long into the night.

FRIDAY

Bleary eyed but happy, attendees
descended again on the exhibi-
tion halls to attend Jim Beard’s
lecture and for a final walk
around. Good numbers for the
last morning. Dire weather warn-
ings keep me on my toes. Plug
pulled at 12.45pm instead of
1.30pm. Just about get it right as
snow sets in again around 2pm.
Speed of evacuation of personnel
and equipment is excellent. We've
made it and thanks to our
exhibitors for their stoicism and
their continued backing, also to
our members and other visitors
for the determination to make it
to Harrogate and contribute to
the week’s success.

And seriously

Whilst there had been uncon-
firmed rumours since before
Christmas of the English Golf
Union’s possible participation in
the new “Landscape & Turf Pro-
fessional '96” exhibition planned
for 16-18 January 1996, at
Olympia, London, BIGGA mem-
bers arriving for the BTME were
surprised both by the timing (23
January) and the nature of the
press release announcing an
agreement between the EGU and
P&0O Events. The agreement
between the two organisations
means that the EGU will be
responsible for the golf education
and training seminars at the
show. The BTME in Harrogate
has yet again been a great success
and we believe we have a solid
base for the further development
and expansion of the exhibition
which is planned for next year’s
show. We are encouraged by the
ongoing support of our exhibitors,
many of whom are requesting
additional space for 1996.

Whilst the issues concerning
the EGU’s participation in a rival
event are discussed elsewhere in
this magazine, it is not too late to
ask the EGU to reconsider its
position.

Surely their place is at Harro-
gate supporting greenkeepers
and their education and training
seminars as well as their National
Education Conference. How
much more beneficial if they con-
tributed positively to an expan-
sion of those programmes and
urged every Secretary and Chair-
man of Green to visit Harrogate
where they would learn much
that would be beneficial to their
respective roles at their golf
clubs. The excellent paper pre-
sented by Brian Carnie, Manag-
ing Secretary of Broadway Golf
Club during the recent Seminar
Programme and much appreci-
ated by our members is indica-
tive of the way forward. What
can be achieved by the EGU
attempting to establish a rival
show at the expense of the BTME
and to the detriment of green-
keepers and their profession? If
the EGU’s present position is divi-
sive and not in the best interests
of the game, BIGGA’s position is
clear. The Association wants the
EGU’s support at the BTME, it
wants the EGU’s backing for
greenkeepers and their profes-
sion and it wants the EGU’s par-
ticipation at Harrogate in the
educational programmes. We
would see the participation as a
cooperative effort to include the
Irish, Scottish and Welsh Home
Unions as well. BIGGA will be at
Harrogate in 1996 and we hope
so too will the EGU. Come and
talk and let BIGGA and the Home
Unions move forward together.

And finally

An abiding memory from the
week. An audience of 300 at the
closing banquet on their feet,
some standing on chairs, hands
linked singing along with Linda
Nolan, “We’ll meet again don’t
know where don’t know when”. It
stirred the emotions. But we do
you know. It will be in Harrogate
from 22-26 January 1996. See
you there.



@ Greenkeepers angry at non-golfing industry’s plan for BTME spoiler

@ BIGGA president

he English Golf Union

stunned and angered green-
keepers on the eve of BTME by
announcing its support for P&O
Events’ rival show next year.

In a press release read out to a
hushed gathering of greenkeepers
at the National Education Confer-
ence, P&0O confirmed that the
EGU is to become a partner in
Landscape & Turf Professional 96.
This London-based show will take
place a week before the BIGGA
Turf Management Exhibition and
education programme, which will
again be held in Harrogate. The
agreement between P&O and the
EGU makes the EGU responsible
for the golf education and training
seminars at Olympia.

EGU secretary Paul Baxter said:
“We are delighted to become part
of the event and recognise the
platform that a London-based
exhibition will give the industry
throughout Europe. Our responsi-
bilities will involve the develop-
ment and organisation of the
education and training seminars.
These will be an important and
integral part of the show.”

After failing to buy BIGGA’s
goodwill and expertise, P&O
secured the support of the EGU by
not only offering to pay their
expenses in London and pay
expenses of speakers, but also
give them a stand at the show and
an entertainment lounge free of
charge.

“It’s an offer we’ve never had
before and it’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity to continue the education
work we've been doing for chair-
men of green and greenkeepers
since 1988,” said Baxter.

But the announcement shocked
many at the packed BTME.

Among the most surprised was
PO Ljung, chairman of the
Swedish Greenkeepers Associa-
tion (SGA), which was there in
force. He said: “It is sad that the
EGU prefers to co-operate with
the non-golfing industry instead
of BIGGA, which is a very able
and professional organisation that
has taken the training of green-
keepers to its heart. We in the
SGA and, I venture to say, all the
greenkeeper organisations in
Scandinavia do hope our sister
organisation, BIGGA, will con-
tinue with its arrangements in
Harrogate as the exhibition,
national conference and the semi-
nars are much appreciated by

Viscount Whitelaw, speaking at the Chairman’s |

, told g

why Harrogate was right for the BTME.

‘disturbed’ at attempts to establish
unnecessary London rival

Among those pictured above are BIGGA’s Neil Thomas, Len Breakwell, of ET Breakwell Ltd, Peter Wilson, of
Ransomes, Sims and Jeffries, Steve Mona of the GCSAA, and BIGGA Board of Management member Gordon Moir

Outrage as EGU

joins rival show

both greenkeepers and exhibitors.

“It is sad that the EGU does not
recognise the professionalism that
BIGGA represents. In Sweden, the
Swedish Golf Federation with its
360,000 members has recognised
that SGA stands for a sound
development of golf courses and
their maintenance and the co-
operation between SGA and the
Swedish Golf Federation is very
close as regards training pro-
grammes and research/experi-
ments.

“I do hope that the EGU will
have second thoughts as regards
the London exhibition, as it would
probably be a disadvantage both
to BIGGA and the EGU if P&O
chooses to go ahead with their
exhibition.”

It wasn’t just greenkeepers who
were surprised by the EGU’s
move. Brian Carnie, managing
secretary at the Broadway Golf
Club, said: “It's a shame. It'd be so
sad to have two conferences run
so close to each other in opposi-
tion.”

David Golding of the Green-
keepers Training Committee,
which is partly funded by the
EGU, said the first he’d heard
about the EGU/P&O partnership
was when conference delegates
told him about the press release
read out by BIGGA chairman John

Millen. “We have not been con-
tacted about it,” he said two days
after the announcement. “John
Millen told us via 200 greenkeep-
ers.” But he added he expects to
be at BTME in ’96 — as do the vast
majority of greenkeepers.

Asked at the BIGGA annual gen-
eral meeting if they wanted to go
to London, the greenkeepers voted
unanimously to stay in Harrogate.

Most of the leading turfcare
companies are also choosing Har-
rogate.

Andrew Sunaway, the new
sales and marketing director
at Ransomes, told us: “We
will be in Harrogate support-
ing BIGGA and we are tak-

show, which has been an enor-
mous success over the years. I
spend a lot of time in London and
I can tell you Harrogate is much
better for greenkeepers than Lon-
don. I want to see this develop-
ment continue and expand. I
want it to expand further because
it's been a great advantage for
greenkeepers in Britain and I
hope it will become so for green-
keepers all over Europe.”

® Letter received from Viscount
Whitelaw:

HOUSE OF (onpg
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BAYCO

SPECIAL OFFER [EEE

Interest:

free

ETe

6 x GC 700
6 x GC 704
6 x GC 750
18 x GC 300
9 x GC 1000
9 x GC 1000
18 x GC 250
18 x GC 278
18 x GC 255
1 x GC 230
1 x GC 200
1 x GC 205
72 x GC 100
36 x GC 811
36 x GC 811
36 x GC 811
18 x GC 801

For details of your nearest distributor

or for a free copy of the 1995 BAYCO
catalogue and price guide simply ring

Ap Amenity Technology
ol on 01734 510033

Ballwashers Green

Stand Pipes 48”

Litter Bins Green c/w Spike
White Flag Pins c/w Swivels
Yellow Nylon Flags

Red Nylon Flag

Polymer Hole Cups

Putting Green Markers
Poly Putting Green Cups
Hole Cutter Guide

3 Prong Cup Puller

Alloy Cup Setter

15” Bunker Rakes

Red Dimple Tee Markers
White Dimple Tee Markers
Yellow Dimple Tee Markers
US Golf Hole Targets

Available now to your club
for 12 equal instalments
of £225.00+VAT per month

(0% APR)



Zeneca set
to become
a Miracle
for £37/m

Zeneca has sold its Garden and
Professional Products business to
newly-formed Miracle Garden
Care Ltd for approximately £37
million.

The new owners will be taking
over all existing staff and the full
range of professional products
which includes Longlife and
Ultra-Green fertilisers, Daconil-
turf, Greenshield and Casoron.

The chief executive of the new
company is John Wilson who is
leaving Zeneca (formerly part of
ICI) after 26 years. John was both
general manager of Zeneca Crop
Protection (the UK arm of Zeneca
Agrochemicals) and Zeneca
Garden and Professional
Products.

He confirmed that the new
company will continue to supply
the same products with the same
brand names using the same
people.

Miracle Garden Care Ltd’s
principal shareholders are Advent
International Plc and
Charterhouse Development
Capital, who led the purchase,
and Stern’s Nurseries, proprietors
of the Miracle Gro brand of
garden products.

Production facilities at
Howden, North Humberside, will
continue to be part of the new
business.

For the second year running, managing director Graham Dale
picks up the ‘Mr Toro International’ award on behalf of Lely UK.
American manufacturer Toro gives the award annually to the distribu-
tor who shows the most outstanding achievement in all aspects of its
service to Toro commercial customers. Presenting the award is Bob
Buckingham, left, sales manager Toro Commercial Products (Europe).

More tragedy
at Welsh club

A third tragedy has hit
Southerndown Golf Club, near
Bridgend, South Wales.
Assistant greenkeeper
Christopher Thomas, 20, was
struck by an Inter City train on
a railway line close to his
home. Earlier in the wees: the
club heard that former head
greenkeeper John Walsh, 36,
who had retired due to ill
health five years ago, had died.
“He fought a long and hard
battle against cancer, was well
known locally and well
respected,” according to Peter
Lacey of BIGGA’s South Wales
section.

These tragedies follow the
suicide last year of head
greenkeeper Stuart Lindsey.

Avoncrop joins our
development fund

Avoncrop Amenity Products is the
latest company to back BIGGA’s
Education and Development
Fund. This brings to five the
number of new companies
already in Golden or Silver Key
membership for 1995.

In  welcoming  Avoncrop
Amenity Products as a Silver Key
supporter BIGGA’s executive
director, Neil Thomas com-
mented, “It is significant that
such a well-respected regionally
based company should choose to
support the Education and Devel-
opment Fund at a time when the
Association is about to utilise the
resources of the fund on a
regional basis through the
planned localised management
training courses. The backing of
regional companies such as Avon-
crop Amenity Products can only
strengthen the regional resources
and support for our members”.

Avoncrop Amenity Product’s
membership brings to 16 the
number of companies in either
Golden or Silver Key member-
ship.

On credit

BIGGA now accepts plastic. You
can use your VISA and Access

cards to pay your membership fee
and buy BIGGA goods, such as
blazers, ties and jumpers.

Zeneca and
Terralift

The January issue of Green-
keeper International carried a
newsletter from Terralift Fertil-
izers. Terralift would like to
make it clear that no slight was
intended on ICI/Zeneca or its
products. The use of the name
ICI in the article relates only to
the ‘Greenkeeper of the Year’
Award.

Terralift acknowledges that
its fertilizers are one of several
being considered by David
Walden, the ICI Greenkeeper of
the Year.

Any embarrassment caused
to David or ICI/Zeneca was
unintentional.

FLYING DIVOTS

Attention late
subscribers

Has your 1995 BIGGA
membership subscription
been paid? If not, you ought
to be aware that all
membership benefits have,
strictly speaking, lapsed. Of
particular importance is the
legal helpline and the
personal accident insurance.
If you have not renewed your
subscription then you are not
covered. Conseqguently, any
accident arising after
December 31 1994 will not be
insured. Furthermore, those
1994 members who have not
paid their subscription by
February 28 will be taken off
the Greenkeeper International
magazine mailing list.
Subsequent renewals will not
be issued with back copies of
the magazine free of charge.
All benefits of membership
will deem to commence from
date of payment.

B Martin
Hucklesby, 28, is
set to take over
as course
manager/head

greenkeeper at

Five Lakes

Hotel, Golf and
Country Club (formerly
Quietwaters) in Maldon,
Essex. “It's going to go
places now," he told us with a
smile, “It's in excellent
condition.” Martin, whose
father is head groundsman at
London Scottish Rugby Club
and whose brother works as a
greenkeeper at the Burhill
Club, Walton on Thames,
takes up the new challenge
on February 27. At the
moment he is assistant
course manager/head
greenkeeper at Roehampton
in Surrey.

B Gary Cunningham is
moving from Menarca to take
over as head greenkeeper at
Ufford Park in Suffolk. The 29-
year-old 10-handicapper is
currently head greenkeeper
at Club De Golf Son Parc. He
takes up his new job at the
end of this month, replacing
Peter Brooks.

M Steven Grass, 27, has been
appointed head greenkeeper
at Brampton Heath Golf
Centre, Northampton. He was
previously deputy head
greenkeeper at Calcot Park.
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Gypronit: an exciting new mini-granular turf fertiliser supplying good
levels of sulphur.

Gypronit is equally suitable for fine turf and outfield application on all soil
types. In trials, Gypronit refined and encouraged the dominance of finer
grasses within the sward.

Research has shown that sulphur can be used to discourage Poa annua,
suppress earthworm activity and harden the turf against fungal diseases.

ROFFEY BROTHERS LTD

Bournemouth BH8 0DE
Tel: 01202 537777 Fax: 01202 532765
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Throop Road, Throop,
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OLF COURSE/

EQUIPMENT

NEW PRODUCT FOR 95

New 3cms diameter, hand held, robust

SOIL TESTER

Retail price £15
* Kk k

WINTER TEE MATS

We offer a choice of quality Tee Mats
at a price to suit you from £150

* Kk

WINTER HOLE CUPS

The most economical way of saving the
greens this winter

SPECIAL OFFER

TOP QUALITY 2-PIECE RANGE
BALLS £3.95 per dozen

Established 1896

USING OUR EXTENSIVE

EXPERIENCE

TO SUPPLY

THE GOLFING INDUSTRY

WITH QUALITY

PRODUCTS FOR

THE TEE

THE FAIRWAY

THE GREEN

THE CLUBHOUSE

THE GREENKEEPER

THE DRIVING RANGE

CALL NOW FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

THE PUTTING GREEN

H. PATTISSON & CO LTD,
342 SELBOURNE ROAD,
LUTON, BEDS LU4 8NU

TEL: 01582 597262 FAX: 01582 505241

TURF MAINTENANCE

EUROPEAN SPECS

Let your business
WAKE UP TO WESTURF
ar

Exhibit on 26 April 1995
at Long Ashton Golf Club, Bristol
* Large demonstration area %

The West Country is waiting for YOU

FREE PARKING,

ENTRY AND
_ CATALOGUE _

Some stand space still available

Book now by ringing 01803 844056




The 1995 National Education Conference
got BTME week off to a cracking start.
With the best line-up of speakers
anywhere in Europe, it really was THE
Learning Experience. For those that
missed it, here are some of the key
messages to come from the experts on
show.

WATER

Independent irrigation con-
sultant Philip York said:

It is most important that the
course manager/head green-
keeper is aware of how much
water he is applying (not how
long!) in a given period of time
— A level maths is not required!

For spacings with full circle sprinklers the
formula is:

Litres per minute (of one sprinkler) x 60

= mm/hr
Side 1 x side 2 (in metres)
For triangular spacing:
Litres per minute (of one sprinkler) x 60 2 et
Side 1 x side 2 (in metres)
For in-line spacing:
Litres per minute (of one sprinkler) x 60 L i

Side 1 x hr

This latter formula is not 100% accurate par-
ticularly if the spacing is not head to head,
therefore it should be treated as a guide.

It must be remembered that in the British
Isles many installations feature part circle
sprinkers around the greens and that assum-
ing they are set at 180° the application rate
will be twice that of full circle.

For this reason part circle sprinklers should
never be on the same station as full circle,
and a group of part circles should all be
adjusted to the same arc, do not be tempted
to set a greater arc on the windward side to
the leeward side .

Incidentally in discussing the use of part
circle sprinklers I am not endorsing the prac-
tice as we feel that in many cases full circle
sprinklers will give more satisfactory results

A few of you may have special application
sprinklers, ie sprinklers which rotate at differ-
ent speeds through different sectors of the arc
of coverage. In this event the following fac-
tors should be applied to the application rate:

2 speed 180° x 180° with the slow arc facing
the opposing sprinkler x 1.33

2 speed 180° x 180° with the slow arc facing
outwards x 0.67

2 speeds 120° x 60° x 120° x 60° in a single
row configuration (the only time it can be
used) x 0.91

Martin Smith, head greenkeeper at Rams-
dale Park Golf Centre, said:

If you are having an irrigation system
installed, find out if the irrigation company
intends using its own staff to do the job or if

Th o ~experience
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they intend using sub-contract labour. If sub-
contract labour is used theyll have a vested
interest in finishing their work as quickly as
possible since they will be paid on the quan-
tity of their work — that is, how much
pipework and how many sprinklers they put
in the ground, not how long they take. This
could result in short cuts being taken, both in
preparation and installation.

One obvious example of a shortcut which is
often impossible to detect until a much later
date is the practice of cementing lengths of
pipe together and then mole-ploughing them
into the ground on the same day. Many times
I've dug out burst pipework only to discover a
joint that was not given enough time to bond
properly and had consequently blown apart
under pressure. If a joint is cemented prop-
erly and given the time necessary to achieve
a strong bond before being put under the
stress and tension of being dragged through
the ground, often for quite long distances,
then the chances of the joint coming apart
are minimal. At a previous club of mine,
more than 25 joints came apart at various
times and all simply because the installation
was done by subcontractors working to tight
schedules.

James Moore, director, green section, Mid-
Continent Region, USGA, said:

There’s a golf course I know in Colorado that
has a real problem with Poa annua and dis-
eases in their fairways. They have bentgrass
and lots of Poa. They have snow mould prob-
lems and red thread — and the superintendent
is pulling his hair out.

The problem is he has bentgrass fairways,
Kentucky bluegrass in the semi-rough on the
mounds and tall fescues and native grasses in
the rough. And with his fairway irrigation he
has full circle heads operating on the same
clock watering all three areas at the same
time. If he sets it for the mounds, which he
tends to do because they require the most
water, he over-waters the fairways and over-
waters the rough at the same time.

And so he ends up having a lot of weed
problems. One of the best fixes for this is the
Verti-drain.

i’j

Charlie Barebo of Otterbine

Barebo, said:

Ponds and lakes, whether they
' are man-made or natural, have

a natural life cycle. They start

out clean, fresh and clear; grow

into middle age with weed and
algae growth and high nutrient levels and
pass into old age as shallow bogs or marsh
land. Before man began to impact the envi-
ronment this progression took hundreds or
thousands of years. Ponds and lakes now can
be created, live and die within decades. Why
is the life of our ponds and lakes so short?
Much of the reason lies in the fact that water
is our most abused and least understood nat-
ural resource. For centuries streams and lakes
have been our dumping grounds. We have
allowed our ponds and lakes to be unman-
aged so that now many of them are unman-
ageable. The problems we commonly
associate with ponds are excessive algae and
aquatic weed growth, foul odour, fish kills
and insect infestations.

This ageing process can be slowed down by
good management. Good pond management
practices include:

@ Preventing or controlling water runoff from
other areas bringing organic products into
your pond.

@ Identifying and correcting septic tank leech-
ing.

@ Stopping poor management practices such
as disposing of grass clippings, leaves and
other organic material in your pond.

@ Using chemicals intelligently to treat stub-
born or persistent problems.

But one of the main ways of slowing down
the process is aeration.

How does an aerator improve water quality
and control algae growth? By puffing large
amounts of oxygen into the water, an aerator
encourages a strong colony of aerobic bacte-
ria which, in turn, work to clean the pond of
organic nutrients and waste. The presence of
oxygen in the water also encourages the
chemical bonding of phosphorous with cal-
cium in the water and causes the phospho-
rous to precipitate to the bottom of the pond
and become unavailable for plant use. High
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oxygen levels also prevent anaerobic diges-
tion which leads to nutrient cycling and foul
odours. The introduction of dissolved oxygen
to the pond’s bottom may inhibit phospho-
rous release from sediments, curtailing this
internal nutrient source.

The high pumping rate or circulation rate
of an aerator breaks through thermal stratifi-
cation and distributes oxygen to all parts of
the pond. By pulling cool bottom water up
to the top of the pond, the surface layers of
the water are cooled and the growth of algae
is slowed. Single celled algaes are mixed to
the pond’s bottom which increases the cell’s
time in darkness and will slow growth and
reproduction. Rapid circulation and contact
of water with the atmosphere, as well as the
introduction of carbon dioxide rich bottom
water during the initial phase of mixing,
may increase the water’s carbon dioxide con-
tent and lower pH, leading to a shift from
blue-green algae, which can release toxins
and cause odours, to less noxious green
algae.

Aeration attacks the source of the problem
— poor water quality. It is an economical and
on-going method of pond management. It has
no harmful side effects and it supports the
natural ecosystem. In addition, spray type
aerators are aesthetically pleasing.

Billy McMillan, course manager at Wild-
wood Golf Club, said:

Many years ago I was a young, headstrong,
head greenkeeper. I suppose I thought I knew
everything there was to know about green-
keeping. I had just fed all the greens with sul-
phate of ammonia and iron, one hot July day
as | remember. I packed up shop and went to
visit my mum and dad for the evening, some
60 miles away. We were discussing work and
dad asked, “What have you been up to?” I
explained the day’s work and he asked if I
had given the greens a good water. I replied
no because it’s going to rain, they said so on
the weather forecast. “Son.” he said, “It’s rain-
ing when you're getting a wet head, now get
back and give them a drink.” I did as I was
told and, you know what, it didn’t rain that
night nor for the next month, contrary to the
weather forecasters.

Irrigation is only one of the tools available
to us as greenkeepers. It’s not the be all and
end all to successful course management,
however when well designed and maintained
it is without doubt an asset. It must be used
in conjunction with a healthy aeration pro-
gramme, because it would be no good us
throwing this valuable resource (water) onto
a surface too campacted to accept it. It has
great value, when we are using fertilisers,

top-dressings, wetters etc because it releases
us from the constraints of the weather. If you
have an automatic system (not everyone has,
you know), it allows us to water the course
during the night removing the problem of
inconvenience to the golfer and of course cut-
ting down evaporative loss etc.

How much water should we use on our golf
course? It’s worth noting that you may experi-
ence some restriction due to cost if coming
directly from a water board, or extraction lim-
its from a natural source on site.

Some golfers, bless them, would have us
apply sufficient water that would allow a well
struck three iron from 100yds to stop a ball
dead. On the other hand greenkeepers have
over the years, me included, applied so little
amounts that the playing surface has been as
receptive as an airport runway. Please
remember, golf is a game played on grass, not
bare ground. We must apply just enough
water to maintain a healthy sward and a
moist soil profile. Remember, I said moist and
not soaking. Each golf course will in my expe-
rience require different amounts of water to
achieve this end, depending on its climate,
location, topography, and soil conditions. It’s
up to us as the greenkeeper to determine
when and how much to achieve the best pos-
sible results.
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THE WORLD’S FINEST PROFESSIONAL HOSE

Tricoflex, the world acclaimed quality
standard in professional water delivery
hoses is now available from ARCO,
the U.K.’s No. | supplier of industrial hoses.

Insist on the hose that delivers a
steady flow of outstanding advantages,
including a unique 4 ply construction which
provides strength and reliability. Now you

can get hold of it quickly! . . . Ring us now.

N [

PHONE 01482 591592
OR FAX 01482 218536

TO ORDER, OR FOR
DETAILS OF YOUR
NEAREST BRANCH

ARCO LTD., P.O. BOX 21,
WAVERLEY STREET, HULL HUI 2§.

NOW-ON TAP FROM
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I have, over the years, under-used water in
an effort to maintain a bent/fescue dominant
sward. But, in hindsight, it may have been
our cutting policies, in an effort to maintain
high levels of pace for long periods, and the
dramatic increase in the volume of play on
our golf courses that have been the main vil-
lains.

Water is an increasingly valuable commod-
ity, your irrigation system is an expensive
tool, look after them both.

AGRONOMY

Michael Wattam, superintendent at Loch
Lomond Golf Club, said:

Compaction is a big problem on the greens
here. There is a great deal of rain in the area
and there is no downward movement of
water in the greens due to severe compaction.
The greens are USGA-spec with a gravel base
and drains but they are totally useless
because the water can’t get down to them.
The water gets away from the greens purely
by run-off. After a downpour they puddle
badly. What we intend to do is use sand to
topdress and after deep hollow-tining and
Verti-draining. (These will allow for not only
water movement but air movement.)

The grass on the greens is creeping bent-
grass, Penncross. As far as [ am aware it is the
most northerly site for Penncross. It is doing
extremely well, especially considering the soil
it is on. Any Poa on the greens is being hand-
picked out.

Dr James Beard, president of the Interna-
tional Sports Turf Institute and Professor
Emeritus, turfgrass science, at Texas A&M
University, said:

It is critical to educate the golfers that the
darkest green turf, which many people strive
for, is in fact not the healthiest turf. A
medium green turf with a moderate growth
rate will have the deepest root system with
less thatching, reduced disease and insect
problems, and increased tolerance to environ-
mental stresses such as heat, drought, cold
and wear.

Dr Beard also said:

Among the less well-known benefits of turf-
grass are noise abatement and glare reduc-
tion...

“The surface characteristics of turfgrasses
function in noise abatement as well as in
multi-directional light reflection that reduces
glare. Studies have shown that turfgrass sur-
faces absorb harsh sounds significantly better
than hard surfaces such as pavement, gravel,
or bare ground. These benefits are maximised
by an integrated landscape of turfgrasses,
trees, and shrubs.”

Billy McMillan, course manager at the
Wildwood Golf Club, said:
In an ideal world we would all have golf

Wally Grice, woodland officer of The Forestry
Authority, showed these two photos of four-year-
old wild cherry trees. The difference in the trees’
height is put down to weeding. Both were placed in
rich brown earth, one was left unweeded, the other
(the taller one) had 1m sq around it kept weed free
by herbicides. Pictures courtesy of the Forestry
Authority.

courses covered with bents and fescues, and
no wear and tear from golf. However, the
reality is not as simple as that. With today’s
levels of play it’s not always possible to keep
these ideal grasses. We all, I am sure, have to
contend with Poa infestation on some part of
the course. The most likely situation is that
we have a percentage of Poa on our greens
and at worst we have Poa dominant greens. I
am not advocating that this is the best situa-
tion to find ourselves, however the reality is
we have to manage what grass we have got,
rather than to worry about the grass we
haven’t in most cases got.

We have been advised over the years by
some experts that creeping bentgrass will not
grow well in the UK, I would just say that in
my present position I am working with this
grass and I must say the observation by the
experts has not been true. At Wildwood I
have been very impressed by this grass. The
most important factor is does the golfer like
playing on it? Well again, in our case, they all
seem very pleased with our bentgrass greens.

ECOLOGY

David Stubbs, executive director of the
European Golf Association Ecology Unit,
said:
One of the buzzwords in ecology at the
moment is biodiversity. Even if you are con-
serving a common species you are contribut-
ing to the preservation of biodiversity. Here
are the ways in which a golf course can relate
to biodiversty:
@ Habitat protection — there is a wide range
of habitat types among golf courses, from
sand dunes to woodlands and grasslands.
@ Species protection — there are plenty of
examples of rare species thriving on golf
courses.
@ Species diversity is a product of the diverse
habitats on a golf course — from the open in-
play areas to the rough, trees and water fea-
tures.
@ Golf courses also serve as valuable habitat
links — green corridors. On a broad level the
whole golf course may serve as a link in a
whole chain of environments around an
urban area or it might be within a golf course
that there might be certain links such as
ditches or hedges which can be very impor-
tant connectors for wildlife.
® The golf course might be a buffer zone
between say a residential area and an adja-
cent nature reserve site.
@ Ecotones is the gradation of one environ-
ment into another. Along these borders or
edges between habitats you get a very rich
variety of wildlife
@ Habitat management. One of the great
things about a golf course is that it is a man-
aged environment and the need for constant
management of habitats is important

Also important is the ability to create new
habitats. Obviously you're doing that with
new golf courses but also within existing
courses you can create new features, whether
it is planting trees and extending woodland or
wildflower meadows or building new ponds.

Bob Taylor, the STRI’s ecologist, said:

If you put a bird table up in your back gar-
den, blue tits and robins will come onto it
and take the food from it. But if you stop
putting nuts and seed out there is a problem.
A lot of those birds will have moved from an
area of stability to your area of relative insta-
bility because you can’t afford to keep
putting the seed out at the rate that it’s
needed. If it gets cold and we get snow for a
number of weeks it is likely that the smaller
birds will actually die because they can’t get
back to the area they left. It’s the same with
your golf course. Whatever you do needs to
be sustainable into the longer term. So if you
start developing and encouraging wildlife
onto the course, you've got to appreciate the
costs of it and you need to develop a practi-
cal method so that you can keep your pro-
gramme going.
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Education update

BY KEN RICHARDSON

Search begins
for next year’s
speakers

It hardly seems possible that the
National Education Conference
and BTME are over for another
year as last week passed so
quickly.

We had a varied list of speak-
ers who gave some very inter-
esting and thought-provoking
talks, with a little controversy
thrown in as well.

I am already planning for
next year and I would welcome
thoughts and suggestions on
topics for next year. I am also
searching for greenkeepers and
non-greenkeepers who would
be willing to speak at the con-
ference or seminar programme.
Please contact me if you can
help.

For anyone who missed the
1995 Conference or BTME Sem-
inars, tapes of both events are
available from BIGGA head-
quarters. Prices are £25 for the
whole of the Conference and £5
for each seminar.

Zeneca Premier
Greenkeeper

As reported in the last issue of
Greenkeeper International,
entries for the 1995 Zeneca Pre-
mier Greenkeeper of the Year
can now be submitted to BIGGA
headquarters. Entries can be
from individual greenkeepers,
greenkeeping teams or golf
clubs and can be made by
returning the card facing Page
62 in this issue or by writing to
HOQ.

The first prize is an all
expenses paid trip to Florida for
the 1996 GCSAA Exhibition and
Conference plus £500 to the
winner’s team. Runners up
prizes include a weekend in
London with tickets for a top
West End show and a weekend
for two at Aldwark Manor.
Remember, the competition is
to find the greenkeeper who
gets the best from his course
with the facilities that he has
available and aims to recognise
services to the greenkeeping
industry.

TORO/Lely/PGA European
Tour Student of the Year
Entries are invited for the
Toro/Lely/European Tour Stu-
dent of the Year competition
1995 from colleges in the
United Kingdom and southern
Ireland. Full details of entry cri-
teria are given in a leaflet,
obtainable from BIGGA HQ and
nomination forms must be
returned to Aldwark Manor by
31 May 1995.

Regional finals will take place
during September and the
national final will take place at
Aldwark Manor on 8/9 Octo-
ber.

Master Greenkeeper
Certificate

The latest recipient of the cov-
eted title of Master Green-
keeper is Richard McNabb.
Richard, who is the Course
Superintendent at Palmetto
Golf Club, South Carolina,
received his award at the
National Education Conference.
The next MGC examination will
take place on Friday 21 April
and a pre-examination day will
be held at Aldwark Manor on
27 February.

Management Training
Courses

Planning has started for the
1995 Supervisory and Manage-
ment Courses which will be
held over five weeks during
October and November.

Course content will be similar
to last year’s courses, ie. cover-
ing the underpinning knowl-
edge requirements of the GTC
Training Manual level 3 but will
also include one week at level 4.

Additionally, we are planning
a series of Health and Safety
and Management courses for
autumn 1995/spring 1996, to
be presented at locations
around the UK and Ireland and
we are working with the GTC to
set up county based one day
training course for autumn/
winter 1995.

e o

Michael Hunter, 27, has joined the board of his dad’'s business,
Eric Hunter Grinders Ltd. Eric’s wife Shiela and daughter Michelle
also work for the company which produces the well-known Jupiter and

Juno grinding machines.
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‘Open’ invitation
to join the BIGGA
support team

Applications are invited from
members to join BIGGA’s green-
keeping support team for the
1995 Open Championship at St
Andrews. Members wishing to be
considered must be working
greenkeepers and should be
available from  Wednesday
evening, July 19, to Sunday
evening, July 23. The opportunity
to take part in this prestigious
event is open to both team mem-
bers from previous years and also
those members who are wishing
to participate for the first time.
Duties will be allocated on a
rota basis over the four days of
play and include -early morning
course preparation, bunker rak-
ing whilst matches are in play
and evening course maintenance.
All members of the support team
will be expected to remain on the
course throughout the day, to be
available in the event of any
unforeseen circumstances arising.
Accommodation, all meals and
transport will be provided by the

Association, but successful appli-
cants will be expected to pay
their own travelling expenses
from home to the event and
return.

The team consists of a small
organising committee and 50
greenkeepers. Those members
wishing to be involved should
put their name forward in writ-
ing to John Pemberton, adminis-
tration manager, at BIGGA’s HQ,
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne,
York YO6 2NF, to be received no
later than March 6 1995. All
candidates’ names will then be
placed into a draw to select the
successful applicants. If you
have not been to this event
before in this capacity and wish
to learn more about what will be
expected before putting your
name forward, then please do
not hesitate to contact either
John (tel: 01347 838581),
Elliott Small (tel: 01259
731445) or Bert Cross (tel: 0151
7245412).

Ransomes appointment

Andrew Sunaway has been appointed sales and
marketing director of Ransomes, Sims and Jef-
feries Ltd. Formerly international sales manager
and customer service manager, Andrew’s new

responsibilities cover the planning, development
and co-ordination of Ransomes’ commercial grass
machinery sales, marketing and promotional

Ve

strategies and functions in the UK, Europe and all other parts of the
world outside North America. His principal objectives are to consoli-
date and extend the use of Ransomes’ equipment on a global scale.
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- Turfcare has
never been this simple.
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New water soluble sachets

e : Turfelé%r' from Levington is now available in"a

o ~brand new presentation, which is unique in the
=R - ' Turfcare chemical market. Turfclear WDG in water
k. ’ soluble sachets - an idea that really makes your
- e life easier. Turfclear WDG is a highly effective
fungicide proven against Fusarium Patch and Dollar
Spot, which also controls worm casts. The water
soluble sachets mean no more painstaking measuring.

For more convenience and control
The sachets come in measured doses which you
just add to water to get the correct application
level required. The sachet and contents dissolve
readily for easy application, and the systemic action
Carbendazim quickly gets to work on the problem.

If you want to know more about how Turfclear
WDG can make your life easier or about our range
of other excellent products including Greenmaster,
.L just call the man from Levington, our technical
advisor, on 01473 830492.

evington

Hands you more

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
TURFCLEAR WDG contains Carbendazim. TURFCLEAR is a registered Trade Mark of Levington Horticulture Ltd.
© Levington Horticulture Ltd. 1994.



Rhoéne-Poulenc is not a household name
yet its products can be found in every
house. It makes silicas for use in Colgate,
Signal, Crest and Aquafresh toothpastes. It
is one of the world’s leading producers of
xanthane, guar and locust bean gum
emulsifiers and stabilisers, which are used
to make ice-cream. And it is a leading
producer of polyamide yarn for stockings
and tights made by companies such as
Pretty Polly. Rhone-Poulenc is also one of
the leading manufacturers of agricutural
chemicals and is the latest company to
take out golden key membership of the
BIGGA Education and Development Fund.
But who are they and how do
greenkeepers benefit from other parts of
the business? Greenkeeper International
went to Essex to find out...

Researchers at Rhéne-Poulenc have more
chance of winning the National Lottery
than discovering a new active ingredient for
their chemical products. Even if that’s not
quite true statistically, it must seem that way
to the 300 chemists and scientists at the com-
pany’s UK research centre in Ongar, Essex.

Every year they help produce 10,000 poten-
tial active ingredients which are tested on the
world’s major weeds and crops. They're look-
ing for ingredients that have an effect on the
weeds but not on the rice, cotton, wheat or
maize. When an active ingredient shows
potential, the crop ‘and weed spectrum is
widened, taking in second level crops such as
potatoes and beans. But from the 10,000
potential herbicides that go through the ini-
tial screening, only about 150 get to be tested
at commercial dose rates. And from these
150, on average only 20 of the original poten-
tial candidates proceed into field studies.

The tests these ingredients are put through
are as tough as in any industry because of
their potential impact on the environment.
Environmental studies trace what happens to
the chemicals in soil, water and living things.
Laboratory tests show how the chemical
breaks down and what it breaks down into,
how it reacts to ultra-violet light etc, measur-
ing things in parts per trillion — the equivalent
of 0.2 of a second in the average human life-
time. Field trials are conducted in a variety of
soils and climates in up to 13 different coun-
tries including Brazil, Japan, the United
States, France and the UK.

“So strict is the legislation governing the
potential development of an active ingredient
that from the 10,000 potential candidates per
year, the industry average for approval is only
one new active ingredient every ten years — or
one from 100,000,” says Jonathan Hill, prod-
uct manager at Rhone-Poulenc Environmen-
tal Products.

At the Ongar research centre they have
been doing much better than this, having
developed three new chemical families of
worldwide importance in the last ten years.
These are a herbicide for cereal crops, a her-
bicide to control bracken and an insecticide
that works on a wide range of pests.

So the odds are better than those given by
Camelot, but the outlay is far greater than
any jackpot prize.

Rhéne-Poulenc, the world’s third largest
agricultural chemicals company, spends £600
million on research each year. Nearly £100
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Rhéne Poulenc’s John Arthur receives Golden Key
acknowledgement from BIGGA president Viscount
Whitelaw at this year's BTME

million of this goes on agro R&D.

Rhone-Poulenc has two other research cen-
tres: at La Dargoire in France, which concen-
trates on fungicides, and at the Research
Triangle Park in North Carolina, USA, which
looks mainly at insecticides. Each centre tests
active ingredients developed at other centres
— just in case it has potential in another area.
In fact an insecticide invented in Ongar is
now being developed in North Carolina.

With research being so expensive, the only
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way Rhone-Poulenc and other chemical com-
panies can see a return is if they succeed in
developing a new product that works won-
ders in paddy fields, cotton plantations or
cereal farms. The amount of weed killer
greenkeepers spray on their fairways or the
fungicide they use on their greens does not
pay for the initial research.

“The amenity turf market wouldn’t support
research for a complete new active,” says Hill.
“An agrochemical company needs at least one
major breakthrough every ten years to com-
pete and to generate revenue for further
research.”

But once an active ingredient has been
found and approved, then Rhéne-Poulenc
Environmental Products starts testing it on
grass. Fortunately grass has a lot in common
with cereal crops.

Spearhead, which was launched last year as
“a powerful new weapon for the control of
weeds in turf”, is a prime example of this. The
active ingredient diflufenican (DFF) was dis-
covered at Ongar in 1979. It was approved in
the UK in 1986 for the use on cereals and has
gone on to become the number one choice for
winter wheat farmers, generating annual
sales in excess of £60 million. Knowing it was
particularly effective against weeds such as
speedwell, in 1987 Rhéne-Poulenc Environ-
mental Products took DFF and started mixing
it with other known and approved active
ingredients. The researchers were looking for
a broad-spectrum turf selective herbicide.
They found it quite quickly but it took a fur-
ther eight years of turf specific research to
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Potential active ingredients are tested in a 750m totally computer controlled glasshouse. The temperature

inside is 22°C and the air is changed six times per hour

gain approval for the product Spearhead. In
the agro chemical industry you not only have
to get approval for the active ingredient but
for every individual product. Researchers had
to gather all the data on efficacy and safety
from five years of field trials before the new
selective herbicide could be submitted to the
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries in
1992. MAFF then took two years to evaluate the
data (which is normal) and give it MAFF
approval before it was launched last September.

As you can see, developing an active ingre-
dient is only half the story. The active ingredi-
ent must be turned - either alone or in
combination with other approved actives —
into a product that is stable in storage, can
demonstrate efficacy in its use area, is avail-
able to the user in a format which enables
effective application and passes all the rele-
vant tests.

Products destined for golf courses are tested
on golf courses. Spearhead, for example, was
tested at The London Golf Club in Kent among
others. The problem with tests though is that
you have to have a “control” area, an area that
is untreated. Most course managers and head
greenkeepers don’t mind someone coming
onto their course and spraying, but they’re not
willing to let part of a green get rife with
fusarium patch and other diseases.

At Ongar there is 65x25m trial site which is

sown with some great seeds — and then
totally mis-managed. One strip with bent and
fescue grasses is fed so much nitrogen it
almost glows. Fusarium patch, not surpris-
ingly, develops quite quickly. And just to
make sure it does, infected cuttings are also
put on the turf. The strip next to it is sown
with meadow grass and fescue and mis-man-
aged again to bring on fusarium patch. Other
strips are sown with pure bents and slender
creeping red fescue and starved of nitrogen to
bring on red thread. When the disease has got
hold, each metre square of the plot is sprayed
with a different formulation and the results
are monitored.

The final strip on the trial site is divided
into five sub-blocks — pure bent, chewings fes-
cue, creeping fescue, smooth stalk meadow
grass and ryegrass. When a formulation
shows promise it is applied here to show
there is no damage to the turf at double and
triple rates of application.

About 20 years after discovering a new
active and spending at least £20 million
developing it, a new product is launched.

“R&D is the key. Fortunately Rhone-
Poulenc Environmental Products is part of a
huge company which is investing millions in
research in a whole variety of areas, espe-
cially agriculture. We are able to ride on the
back of that research,” says Hill.

Toothpaste
and tyres, to
fungicide and
herbicide

Rhoéne-Poulenc Environmental Products,
previously known in the UK as May &
Baker with whom they started working in
the 1920s, is part of the multi-national
Rhéne-Poulenc Group, which has an
annual turnover of £10 billion.

The group, which returned to the
private sector in November 1993, has
developed an enormous range of
products that helps enhance everything
from toothpaste and tyres to tights, ice-
cream, rubber balls and video
cassettes. It also has a hand in things
we hope we don't see — airbags. Rhéne-
Poulenc makes the silicone coating that
keeps the folded fabric from sticking
together during storage in Fords and
Renaults. It also produces the flame-
resistant fibres used in protective
clothing for firefighters.

For greenkeepers it has a range of 30
herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and
growth regulators. It also offers the
Guardian range of fungicide and
polymer film coated grass seed
mixtures. Leading herbicides include
Clovotox, Dicotox Extra, Supertox 30,
Vitesse and Spearhead. Among its top
fungicides are Rovral Green and
Mildothane Turf Liquid. Insecticides
include Castaway Plus and Crossfire.

Rhéne-Poulenc employs more than
80,000 people worldwide, of which
nearly half work in France. The products
are manufactured worldwide too, with
two of the plants in England at Norwich,
Norfolk and Belvedere, Kent. Most of
the herbicides are manufactured in the
UK. The fungicides come from France
and the insecticides are made here and
in the USA.

“Rhéne-Poulenc Agriculture Limited is
not just a British business, but a world
centre of growth,” states its publicity
blurb. And now it is investing in another
growing organ — the British and
International Golf Greenkeepers
Association Education and
Development Fund.

@ Casual burning or burial of empty
pesticide containers is not possible
without specific consent from the
National Rivers Authority and/or HM
Inspectorate of Pollution or from the
Environmental Health Department of
your local authority.

To assist users of professional
pesticides dispose of empty containers
correctly, Rhéne-Poulenc Environmental
Products is offering vouchers which
give up to £75 off the cost of a three-
year disposal contract with Envirogreen
Limited. Tel: 01277 301115.
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BTME ’95: THE BEST SHOW YET SAY EXHIBITORS AND VISITORS

Pictures, clockwise from
top: John Millen cuts the
ribbon to open the show...
followed by a scramble to
get in... Checking out the
latest Iseki SF300 are
David Moss, proprietor of
Adlington Golf Centre,
Macclesfield and Tony
Cundall of RJ&J
Campey... Visitors
examine the Wiedenmann
Terra-Spike, which comes
in four widths starting at
1.35m for use with
compact tractors
increasing to 2.1m for
larger tractors...
Delegates in the Royal
Hall listen intently as
George Brown, on the
podium, takes them
through his preparation of
Turnberry for last year's
Open Championship.
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OVER 4,000 ATTEND PREMIER INDOOR EVENT

‘| can’t remember the

last time we were so

busy at an exhibition’

here is s-no stopping the

BIGGA Turf Management
Exhibition. Despite six inches of
snow falling in Harrogate at the
end of the first day, everyone was
hailing it as the best show yet.

Graham Walker of Gem Profes-
sional said: “Harrogate is brilliant
and BTME is the best show
because everyone who comes is a
customer.”

Ray Burniston, of show new-
comers the Association of Golf
Club Secretaries, said he would
recommend that they came back
in '96. “I like it in Harrogate,” he
added after speaking with more
than 50 club secretaries during
the opening day.

“We were exceptionally busy,”
said David Stephenson, managing
director of D&E Turf Mainte-
nance. “We experienced 40 per
cent more bookings and 60 per
cent more enquiries than previous
years.”

Vitax’s commercial sales man-
ager Trevor Holmes echoed this
statement: “It's been exceptional.
It's been the best show despite
the snow. It's a good format and
we will definitely be here next
year.”

Stephen Fell, executive director
of Lindum, said: “I can’t remem-
ber the last time that we were so
busy at an exhibition. Obviously
our new product launch attracted
a lot of interest but there were a
lot of important buyers there
which demonstrates that BTME is
attracting a wider professional
range of visitors.”

Greenkeepers were equally
impressed. “Harrogate was a com-
plete success,” said Mike Lathrope
from Eaton GC, Norwich.

Marion Child of the South
West and South Wales region,
making the trip from Devon,
said: “What an exhibition! Better
than ever before and that’s hard
to imagine. There is an incredible
almost family atmosphere at Har-
rogate.”

THE FACTS: Despite the surprise snowfall, 4,053 visitors
attended the seventh BTME. Seven days after the '95 BTME,
three-quarters of the exhibitors had made space requests for
the '96 event in Harrogate - and many are requesting twice as
much space.

The biggest piece of kit at the show was this M broek tr hi hi
from contractors WE Hewitt & Son Ltd. Pictured with it is managing director
John Hewitt.

7
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Among the greenkeepers
from 11 countries were these
two Russians.
Sergey
Dolmatov (top)
and Viadimir
Matskovsky are
from the
Moscow
Country Club,
the first 18-hole
course in
Russia. The first
nine holes
opened in 1993
while the
second nine opened in
September last year after
being sewn in July. The
course is designed by Robert
Trent Jones Jr and the project
was financed by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

The course is run by an
American superintendent,
Dean Watkins, who is on site
from March through to
October/November. The very
latest equipment from
America is used to maintain
the Pennlinks greens,
Penncross tees and Kentucky
bluegrass/fescue fairways.
There is a Toro irrigation
system and machinery from
Toro, John Deere and
Jacobsen.

The course is closed in
winter and the greens and
tees are covered to protect
them from frost and snow. For
members who wish to keep
their swing in, there is a
simulator in the clubhouse.
There are about 300
members, mostly foreigners.
To encourage local children
to take up the sport, coaching
is free for them.

“Things are changing,"
says Sergey. “There is only
one golf course at the
moment but three more are
under construction in the
Moscow region.”
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L GENERAL MEETING

Association goes in't
memibersh

large attendance of members

on a snowy night was pre-
sent to hear executive director,
Neil Thomas, present his annual
report.

After commenting on the major
events of the year, he advised
members that at last year’s AGM
the Board of Management had
determined that a review be
undertaken with the aim of agree-
ing a five year plan to take the
Association up to the year 2000.
Much progress had been made
but such was the growth of the
Association and the need for con-
sultation at all levels that the
Board at its September meeting
decided to extend the review by
the setting up of a Review Body
which would make recommenda-
tions to the Board. It had origi-
nally been planned to report back
to the AGM but the Board would
now report to the 1996 AGM. It
was considered important “to get
it right” particularly in terms of
any amendments to the Constitu-
tion and Rules of the Association.
To this end the Review Body had
already held two meetings.

In outlining the progress of the
Education and Development
Fund, the executive director
pointed out that resources would
now be made available for
localised management training
linked to the new NVQs/SVQs.
Management training made
affordable and accessible to mem-
bers within their own Regions
would be another great step for-
ward for the Association. He
referred to a fundamental issue
simply defined as “who pays for
greenkeeper education?” The
Association was greatly depen-
dent on the Education and Devel-
opment Fund without which the
videos, booklets, courses and edu-
cational aids provided by the
Association would not be possible.
It was generally considered that
the levy to fund the GTC remains
at a totally unrealistic level of
6.25p per registered golfer. Much
depended therefore on how much
or how little course managers and
head greenkeepers could incorpo-
rate for training in their annual
budgets and it must remain a
great source of wonderment to
outsiders that this remains an
industry where many managers

o continu

John Millen helps Barry Heaney to don his jacket as BIGGA's new chairman

and employees are expected to
pay themselves for their further
education and training.

BIGGA’s membership had
increased by 390 to a final figure
of 5,552 for 1994. At the confer-
ence dinner, the ninth recipient of
the Master Greenkeeper Certifi-
cate, Richard McNabb from Pal-
metto Golf Club, Aiken, South
Carolina had been recognised and
it was pleasing that at present 105
members are registered for the
award with 65 in Stage 1, 32 in
Stage 2 and 8 in Stage 3.

There is concern at the continu-
ing trend of golf clubs to disclose
greenkeeper salaries and wages to
fellow golf clubs in the area.
These cartels appear to be
widespread. They are felt to be in
existence to establish a norm
which is unlikely to be to the ben-
efit of the greenkeeper. Neil
Thomas suggested that at the very
least the confidentiality which
should be enjoyed between
employer and employee is broken
through the existence of these car-
tels and a greenkeeper has every
right to complain when he knows
that this practice has been applied
to his own contract of service.
When evidence is forthcoming it
is a practice which needs to be
exposed through the pages of
Greenkeeper International.

At the conclusion of his report,
the executive director analysed
the issues concerning the future of
the BTME and the threat of a
competing show organised by
P&O Events in conjunction with
the English Golf Union and
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planned for 16-18 January 1996.
He pointed out the potential
financial implications for BIGGA
whilst outlining the need for
BIGGA to remain a strong,
respected and independent body
within the game - a position
which could be threatened by
absorption into a new show
organised by those motivated
purely for profit and with no
intrinsic regard for greenkeepers
or greenkeeping. He believed that
exhibitors remained loyal to the
BTME in Harrogate and a solid
base existed for further growth
and development of the BTME.
Essentially as executive director
he needed to go away from the
AGM with a clear mandate from
the membership in general meet-
ing as to how they wished to pro-
ceed. On a show of hands there
was unanimous backing for the
continuation of the BTME in Har-
rogate.

BIGGA’s administration man-
ager, John Pemberton presented
the financial report which showed
a transformation from a deficit in
1993 to a small surplus in 1994.
He pointed out that the Associa-
tion continues to rely heavily for
its funding on the three main
activities of membership, Green-
keeper International magazine and
BTME. He reminded members
who pay their own subscriptions
that they are approved by the
Inland Revenue for personal tax
relief and may be claimed
through the annual tax return.
Advertising revenue for Green-
keeper International had increased

ne black as
es to ¢l

mb

by 17.8% reflecting the quality of
the magazine which remains a
significant net contributor to the
Association’s funds. The BTME of
1994 had been the activity which
had brought about a dramatic
change in the Association’s finan-
cial position. It was pointed out
that the Board of Management
had agreed to establish an inde-
pendent Building Fund to gener-
ate funds towards the ultimate
purchase of the Association’s own
premises. Areas of funding were
being investigated to link into
whatever capital the Association
could raise itself.

Following questions from mem-
bers the meeting went on to elect
Messrs Roger Robinson and Bill
Lawson as Trustees. This was fol-
lowed by backing for a constitu-
tional amendment allowing for
the implementation of a rolling
membership year after the execu-
tive director had pointed out that
this alteration would assist the
workload involved with renewal,
especially as membership grows,
by phasing renewal processing. It
might also encourage recruitment
as greenkeepers would receive a
year’s membership from when-
ever they chose to join. The meet-
ing then unanimously approved
the Board’s proposals for life
membership for Mr Eric James
and Mr Bert Cross.

The outgoing Chairman, John
Millen, thanked the Board and
staff for their efforts during the
past year and then invested the
incoming  Chairman, Barry
Heaney, with his red blazer. The
new Chairman thanked the retir-
ing Board members for their ser-
vices. George Malcolm was
replaced on the Board by Pat
Murphy. Huw Parry was replaced
by Robin Greaves and John Millen
was replaced by Chris Mardon. In
Scotland John Crawford was step-
ping down and a replacement
would be announced shortly.
Barry Heaney announced that his
Vice-Chairman would be Dean
Cleaver. He concluded by thank-
ing BIGGA’s President, Viscount
Whitelaw, John Millen, the Board
of Management, staff and all
members of the Association for
their support and his golf club
and by no means least his wife,
for their encouragement.
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Richard makes
it nine for MGC

Richard McNabb, who has been
greenkeeping for more than 20
years, is the ninth Master Green-
keeper.

The 43-year-old American, pic-
tured receiving his award from
John Millen, is currently working
as golf course superintentdent at
the 103-year-old Palmetto Golf
Club in South Carolina. He
moved to this 18-hole exclusive
private club, which is maintained
by six staff, after a couple of
years at St Margarets in Dublin.
This is where he heard about
BIGGA and started working
towards the Master Greenkeeper
Certificate.

“I thought it would be a great
achievement,” he said. He flew in
from a seminar in New York,
stayed two nights in Harrogate
and then went on holiday to
Jamaica.

Prize guys

Prize winners in
our BTME
competition, Nigel
Buxton, assistant
head greenkeeper
at Cavendish GC,
and Stuart Hogg,
assistant course
manager at
Fortrose and
Rosemarkie GC, are §
congratulated by
BIGGA'’s executive
director Neil
Thomas.

On alighter note

“A consultant is someone
who knows 50 ways to make
love but doesn’t have a
girlfriend.” — Jim Moore of
the USGA

“I believe a green should be
like a woman — it should be
rounded and well contoured;
it should be firm but still
receptive, but of course it
should be free from all
fungal diseases and thatch.”
- George Brown, course
manager at Turnberry.

“My wife figured why there
aren’t so many women
superintendents — they’re too
damn smart.” — Jim Moore of
the USGA.

i il
Tom O’Connor, Jim Moore and a sizzling Linda Nolan provided a night to remember
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Chairman’s message to
all BIGGA members
Many thanks to our members
who attended this exciting
event. Your support is very
much appreciated.

May | invite all our
members to make an early
diary note for next year's
presentation — January 22-26
1996 — again in Harrogate
| can assure you of a
rewarding learning
experience.

— Barry Heaney

MW Barry Heaney draws the
winner of a £100 BIGGA gift
voucher on the Vitax stand,
assisted by Vitax commercial
sales manager Trevor
Holmes. The lucky head
greenkeeper is Jeff Dickinson
of Hucknall GC in
Nottinghamshire.

B Geraint Williams, head
greenkeeper at Llangefni, a
public course owned by
Duglesey Borough Council,
putts out on the Zeneca
stand. But it wasn't good
enough to beat J Sheehan of
West Derby GC or S Booker
of Hawkstone Park GC, who
win a mini hi-fi system worth
£250. Barry Heaney and
Zeneca's product manager
Steve Hall made the draw.
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Zeneca Professional Products
promoted two new fertilisers.
Cleanrun is an addition to the
Longlife Standard range. It's a
‘feed and weed’ mini granular
conventional fertiliser with an
NPK analysis of 9:7:7. It also con-
tains two selective herbicides,
2,4-D and mecoprop to give con-
trol of most fairway turf weeds.
Recommended price is £8.64 per
bag. The other new fertiliser is
Renovator, a triple action product
offering turf managers the oppor-
tunity to feed, weed and control
their moss problems in one oper-
ation. Longlife Renovator is a
mini granular fertiliser with an
NPK analysis of 8:1:1 containing
2,4-D, dicamba and ferrous sul-
phate. Recommended price is
£15.88 per bag.

Lindum Seeded Turf announced
an agreement with StrathAyr, an
Australian based company. The
new agreement sees them
importing and installing the
patented StrathAyr BAyr Root
Processing system which involves
removing all soil from harvested
mature turf so that a vegetative
mat free of soil is achieved.
Recently returned from Australia,
Lindum chief executive Stephen
Fell said: “I have been very
impressed with how the concept
of washed turf has been accepted
and successfully put into prac-
tice.” Fell is convinced that BAyr
Root Washed Turf is right for
sand green construction. “Too
often 1 see that conventional turf
results in poor rooting which
means slow establishment as
well as the turf soil/sand inter-
face causing drainage impedi-
ment and the development of a
lateral sheer plane. It is vital that
all soil is washed off the turf to
avoid any sand rootzone contam-

Lilleybrook GC’s Paul Jenkins, centre, had more reason than most to celebrate the

Lord Whitelaw admires the Beaver FM 514 fairway mower. Features include newly d

igned 26in fuily floating cutterheads

which are available with 7 or 11 blade cutting reels offering a clip rate of 131 or 206 per metre. Power is provided by a

29hp Lombardini diesel engine.

ination and the BAyr Root
Washed Turf System that we
have installed is the only system
that I have discovered that will
achieve this.”

Supaturf launched five new
products: Primer 604 matrix flow
soil surfactant, Infiltrix soil pene-
trant, Supaturf SS/G spring and
summer granular fertiliser,
Greenit turf colour restorer and
Supa Mark aerosol line marking
equipment.

Groundsman Industries launched
a new tractor/utility mounted

launch of Supaturf's Primer 604. The Gk shire course won a trip
to this month’s GCSAA show in San Fr ina P to pr the
new product. Pictured congr lating him are S rf chairman David Palmer,

Aquatrols’ international marketing manager Demie Moore (no, not that Demi
Moore), and BIGGA chairman Barry Heaney, who made the draw.
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aerator, the 8120. This model
can be mounted on the normal
three-point linkage of any mid-
range compact tractor capable of
15hp at the PTO or on any spe-
cialist turf vehicle such as a
Cushman. Groundsman claims
the new unit is both durable and
robust and offers quick-change
tine holders which will take hol-
low, solid, slitting and micro-hol-
low tines. Features include
linkage mounting (either stan-
dard three-point or using a
spring ballast frame for turf vehi-
cles), adjustable rollers and stor-
age wheels.

Rolawn is now supplying turf in
‘budget roll format’. The new rolls
are approximately 15 sq yds each.
Their dimensions are 21ins wide
by 25 yards long and they weigh
about Scwt. All are provided with
netting as standard and have a
circular core running through
their centre which takes a stan-
dard forklift tine. Rolawn also has
a new laying machine which is
48ins wide, 35in high and weighs
60 kilos. It costs £395 plus VAT
or can be hired for £15 a day.

Jacobsen showed the new LF
128, a lightweight five unit ride-
on fairway mower. Powered by a
28hp Kubota diesel engine, the
LF 128 is fitted with hydraulically
driven 22in wide cutting units
offering a total cutting width of
100ins. It is available in 4WD

form and comes with large
hydraulic pump, large diameter
hoses and large displacement
cylinder motors. For improved
ground clearance, the cylinder
motors are mounted on the out-
side and a new cylinder mount-
ing frame and a new hydraulic
hose configuration are used. For
those wanting an inexpensive
2WD fairway mower, the LF 123
with CARB approved 23hp
engine is available. For bunker
maintenance, Jacobsen is import-
ing the Sandstar 2 Bunker Rake
which is powered by a Vanguard
16hp 2 cylinder engine. The 1.8m
(72in) Sandtrap Rake which can
be hydraulically risen and low-
ered from the operator position
comes as standard. Available as
an option is the hydraulically
lifted and lowered sand cultivator
which spans 1.5m and a front
mounted aluminium sand
plough. For easy access, mainte-
nance and repairs there is a
swing-away fibreglass body.

Tildenet has added two types of
bay dividers to its range: made-
to-measure padded bay dividers
made from foam-filled PVC which
can be printed with logos and
advertising, and net bay dividers
made from golf practice replace-
ment netting. The Bristol-based
company also launched an anti-
ball plugging net that's designed
to reduce the number of lost balls
on waterlogged driving ranges



MORE NEW PRODUCTS NEXT MONTH

and DIY kits for perimeter netting
and golf practice nets.

Headland Amenity launched a
range of liquid slow-release nitro-
gen fertilisers. Based on triazone,
the products are designed to pro-
mote uniform turf growth and
improve grass quality throughout
the season while also reducing
summer scorch risks and leach-
ing. One of the major benefits,
according to Headland, is that
fewer applications — taking less
time — are needed to dress the
turf, compared with conventional
products. Because the nitrogen is
released more slowly, only half
the number of applications are
needed throughout the year to
better the performance of tradi-
tional urea-based liquid fertilis-
ers. The range includes: N-Sure
(28N:0P:OK) containing 72% of
its nitrogen in slow release form;
Trisert KS
(ISN:OP:12K:8S)
with sulphur and
potassium as well
as 60% slow-
release nitrogen,
intended for hard-
ening-up turf and
helping to prevent
disease by dis-
couraging annual
meadow grass and
acidifying the soil;
Trisert (13N
:3P:4K) with
phosphorous and
potassium  plus
72% slow-release
nitrogen to pro-
vide a balanced feed with an 8-12
week release pattern.

Claymore Grass Machinery
showed the Sabo Roberine Conti-
nent 400-3D, which is designed
for cutting tees and bunker sur-
rounds. Features of this 1.8 metre
triple are the rear-mounted
14.5hp diesel engine, the
hydraulic driven transmission
and mowing units, the three-
wheel configuration and power
steering and standard weight
transfer system, plus optional 3-
wheel drive and differential lock.
Mowing speeds can be varied to
suit conditions and there is the
choice of either 7- or 10-bladed
cutting cylinders. Cutting heights
are from 8mm to 55mm and
grassboxes are available as
extras. Claymore also showed the
Continent 800-D, a 1.5m wide
out-front rotary with a top oper-
ating speed of 20km/h. If extra
traction is needed the 800-D has
a weight transfer system as stan-
dard and the option of four-
wheel drive and differential lock.
A balanced wheel base at front

and rear gives stability on slopes.

Euromec displayed its new
range of front deck mowers and
collection machines. The mowers,
unlike many competitive
machines, have been designed
from the outset to collect grass
cuttings. Large hoppers and the
provision of a powered high lift
dump are two of the common
features. The top of the range
compact Turbograss model has a
zero steering radius, enabling
operators to cut grass in the most
inaccessible places. Also available
is a wide range of extras: chopper
incorporating collection system,
front brushes, flail mower, scari-
fier, side discharge deck and
snow blower. Euromec also dis-
played the new multi-purpose
walk behind TurboVac which col-
lects all types of debris from any
grass or hard surface area.

The new Ransomes Fairway 250 - a lightweight five unit mower

Ransomes launched a
lightweight five unit fairway
mower. The Fairway 250 comes
in two- and four-wheel drive ver-
sions, both equipped with water-
cooled diesel engines, hydrostatic
transmissions and interchange-
able cutting units. The highly
manoeuvrable two-wheel drive
machine has a 23hp engine and
5in (127mm) diameter cutting
reels with a choice of nine or 11
blades. For more demanding
mowing applications and where
extra grip is required, the 33hp
model is equipped with selectable
two and four-wheel drive and has
the option of seven or 11 bladed
6.5in (165mm) diameter cutting
reels.

Green Link Products launched
Liquid Green, a new turf
colourant that allows greenkeep-
ers to respond instantly to turf
damaged through cultural, cli-
matic or chemical means. Applied
as a conventional spray, Liquid
Green provides the turf with a
natural looking green colour for
up to 14 weeks while the grass

recovers. The cost is less than
0.5p per sq metre. In addition to
its application as a spray pattern
indicator, Blazon can now be
used to colour lakes, ponds and
water hazards, imparting a natu-
ral, healthy appearance to water
that is off-colour, dirty or just in
need of extra sparkle. Blazon and
Liquid Green are distributed in
the UK by Farmura Limited.

Johnsons Seeds unveiled three
new amenity grass varieties: the
perennial ryegrasses Merci and
Danilo, and the strong creeping
red fescue Diego. Merci is
described as an exceptionally
fine-leaved, compact, dense turf
type — combining very good wear
tolerance with the characteristics
which produce high quality orna-
mental turf. Merci is included in
the Taskmaster mixture for golf
tees and lawns. Danilo is a dual
purpose turf cul-
tivar for both
heavy duty sports
wear and for less
intensively used
turf such as
lawns and land-
scaped areas. It
has good shoot
density and fine
clean easily-cut
leaves. It too is
included in
Taskmaster, as
well as Johnsons
1995 J5 Mixture
for fairways.
Diego is the high-
est ranked culti-
var on the 1995 STRI Merit List —
with the top rating for short
growth, mowing tolerance, shoot
density and freedom from dollar
spot.

Etesia’s range of professional
ride-on and pedestrian rotary
mowers made its debut. For cut-
ting slopes around tees and
bunkers Etesia offer the PSE, a
lightweight yet rugged four-
wheeled rotary mower. Powered
by the latest 3.8hp 2-stroke
Suzuki engine this 46cm (18in)
machine is compact and easy to
transport between sites. For situa-
tions where a wider machine is
required, there is the self-pro-
pelled RKEB with 4-stroke 9hp
Kawasaki engine and the RTEB
fitted with a 7hp Bombardier
Rotax 2-stroke. Both machines
have electro-magnetic  blade
clutches plus a safety feature that
stops the cutters rotating within
three seconds once the controls
are released. The blade is driven
through a floating coupling
designed to protect the engine
crankshaft from excessive impacts.

M Fiona Whitelaw, an account
manager at Fairway Finance,
achieves a lifetime ambition
by meeting Lord Whitelaw,
who she claims is a distant
relative.

B Turnberry course manager
George Brown was presented
with the keys to a new 45hp
L4200 from the Grandel
series, the 25,000th tractor
sold in the UK since Kubota
set up here 15 years ago.
Handing over the keys to this
unit, which has been specially
show-finished in silver and
Kubota orange, was Brian
Hurtley, vice president-
director Kubota (UK). Mr
Hurtley said: “The sale of the
25,000th unit is a very
important milestone in the
history of Kubota in the UK. |
am delighted that this state-
of-the-art tractor is going to
such a prestigious and loyal
customer as Turnberry.”

W Ray Burniston and Pat
Bates, attending BTME for the
first time as exhibitors with the
Association of Golf Club
Secretaries.

M Lost during the show were
two black cases belonging to
the BAGCC, but found in the
Old Swan Hotel was a wallet.
If you have any information,
please call BIGGA HQ on
01347 838581.
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A farming family has turned its land into a golf
course. Charlesland Golf and Country Club Hotel
opened two years ago. How are they adjusting to
the change and coping with greenkeeping? And
what does their spring maintenance programme
entail? Chris Boiling went to the Republic of
Ireland to find out.

hen you look at a map of Ireland and see where
Greystones is — on the coast 18 miles south east
of Dublin — you expect the town’s newest course to be
a links. Indeed it's on the same coast as Portmarnock —




If ‘Enforcer’ can’t help solve your
moss problem, then nothing can.

‘Enforcer’ liquid moss killer is a special
chelated formulation of dichlorophen to
enhance its performance. This enables the
product to stay in solution, particularly in
hard water areas, so ensuring a high level
of efficacy. ‘Enforcer’ controls moss on golf
greens, bowling greens and other amenity

turf areas without blackening the turf. It can
be used at any time of the year, providing
conditions are moist, and will kill moss and
fungi on hard areas like pavements and
car parks without damaging the surface.

Empty ‘Enforcer’ containers can be collected and disposed of FREE OF CHARGE
from the UK mainland by using the Zeneca Professional Products (ICI Professional
Products) Container Collection Scheme on (01345) 125398.

FOR AMENITY TURF AND HARD SURFACES

ZENECA

Professional Products

LIQUID MOSS KILLER

‘Enforcer’ contains dichlorophen. ‘Enforcer’ is a trade mark of Zeneca Ltd. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.

Fernhurst, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 3JE
Tel: (01428) 645454
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The latest Rigby Taylor Product Guides are designed
to help you, the professional, do your job more
effectively at minimum cost.

Take for example our new No. 2 edition. Whatever
your problem on grass seed selection might be, you'll
find the answer packed in these pages along with
exciting new cultivars such as Rambo and Merci.
There's even a section on soil conditioners giving
details of Isolite, the revolutionary product to improve
soil structure.

Keep up to date with the developments and changes
continually taking place throughout the industry and
get our great best sellers on your shelves - for nothing.
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but further south. The 3rd, 4th
and 6th tees at Charlesland Golf
and Country Club Hotel are only
20 yards from the beach, but it’s
not a links course. The former
arable farm has been turned into
a parkland course.

However it doesn’t look like a
parkland course. The cold wind
from the Irish Sea discourages
tree growth. There are some
oaks, some as old as 300 years,
but they’re not as big as you'd
expect them to be. 4,000 trees
were planted when the course
was built a few years ago, but
they’re little more than knee-high
and hard to spot.

The fact that it is neither a links
nor what you'd expect a parkland
course to be takes nothing from
this 6739-yard (6159m) par 72
challenge. It is a charming course
with several great holes.

Christy O’Connor Sr loves the
11th. It’s a 338m par 4 that dog-
legs left with a river running
across the fairway at 220 yards.
Anyone playing too safe or too
left from the tee will be left with
a difficult second shot over the
largest trees on the course.

I liked the stroke index 1 16th.
It's uphill all the way and it dog-
legs to the right. With anything
other than a straight-down-the-
middle drive, you're left with a
blind shot to the green. A good
drive is rewarded with a lovely
view of the pin through a valley
which gives the hole its name -
Torry’s Canyon (named after the

\

o
St

-

digger operator who dug out
approximatley 32,000 tonnes of
soil from this area. This was later
used for the sub-bases of most of
the tees and greens.)

Veteran Irish designer Eddie
Hackett’s signature hole is the
unlucky-for-some 13th - the
longest par 3 you can get. What
makes the hole a little less daunt-
ing is the high tee — the highest
point on the course — which offers
splendid views from Howth to
Wicklow Head and the little 13th
green 250 yards away and 120ft
below.

The other three par 3s are all
relatively short — 130-140m from
the back tees — but all face differ-
ent directions. The 17th is course
director Clive Evans’ favourite
hole “because the green cost the

most to build.” In a dip that col-
lects water, the green was built
up using 5,000 tonnes of material
in the base. Two 9in water pipes
were put in below this in addition
to the usual greens drainage. This
drains into a man-made lake
beside the green, which makes it
a very pretty hole. The clubhouse
can be seen in the distance
behind it.

In the distance because the
18th at 615 yards (562m) is one
of the longest holes in Ireland. A
double dog-leg, the positioning of
the second shot is crucial, other-
wise you may find yourself hav-
ing to carry one of the two small
lakes that guard the green.

The greens were among the
first true USGA-spec greens in
Ireland. They are now four years
old and starting to come good.
They dry very quickly and are
playable all year round. In fact
the course only closed for one
day last year. This is not just
because of the sand greens but
also because of the drainage put
in during construction. 20,000
tonnes of drainage gravel and
6km of pipes are now paying for
themselves.

Wet spots
When the Evans family decided
to turn their farm into an 18-hole
golf course with a 12-bedroom
hotel, they had a great advan-
tage. They had been working the
land all their lives so they knew
all the wet spots. Eddie Hackett
was asked to design round these
and turn the worst spots into four
water hazards.

Where he

couldn’t design

around them, they put in extra
drainage and dumped tonnes of
sand. On the upper part of the
16th fairway there are drains
approximatley every 4m. On the
10th fairway they tipped 60
tonnes of sand. “Work on the
10th is on-going as what was a
bog for thousands of years cannot
be changed overnight,” com-
mented Clive. “But we are chang-
ing it from a wet meadow to a
meadow beside a lake.”

The land was passed on to 50-
year-old Clive’s father by an
uncle. But while 350 acres was a
fine provider for Lewis Evans, his
wife Mai and three children —
Clive, Lance and Wilson — it was
more difficult for the sons and
their eight children to eke a living
from it.

“We needed to do something
more so we looked at this idea of
turning it into a golf course,” said
Clive. “We didn’t set out to have a
hotel but we think the area is
right for this sort of thing.”

Youngest brother Lance, the
only member of the family who
was interested in golf before-
hand, is the managing director.
Eldest brother Wilson, a qualified
accountant, is a director, and
Clive, now a 26-handicapper, is
in charge of the course. Under
him is a qualified head green-
keeper, Sean Conroy, and four
assistants.

Clive was also in charge of
building the course, using his
knowledge of the land, farm
machinery and what he learned
at BIGGA seminars and confer-
ences.

The advantanges of doing it
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themselves go beyond the obvi-
ous economies and the fact that
you know things are being done
correctly. The biggest advantage
of DIY course building, according
to Clive, is that you can build it so
it is easy to maintain afterwards.
“When we were building the
slopes we knew we'd be looking
after them every day of the year.
So maybe it took two or three
days longer to make a green, but
it was worth it.”

It means they can cut all the
banks with machines and never
scalp the top of mounds.

As well as knowing the location
of the wet spots, Clive also knew
where the wildlife lived and was
able to avoid disturbing badgers’
burrows and foxes’ converts.

Biggest problem

Their biggest problem during the
construction of the course was
the amount of stones on the site.
“There were so many that the

first agronomist said it wouldn’t
be possible to make a golf course
where we wanted to. When I said
that to Eddie Hackett he thought
for a little while and then said,
‘Why’re you telling me that? God
made this land to be a golf
course, you've undertaken the job
to build the course, you deal with
the stones’.”

Clive went to a show and
bought a Kverneland stone
picker. He reckons it picked up a
100 tonnes of stones per acre.
The rest were buried with a
Turfmech Rotadarion. The stones
that were stockpiled were put to
good use in drainage ditches and
soakpits.

A sandpit on the course has
also come in handy. After screen-
ing, the sand has been used on
tees and to topdress several fair-
ways, including the 10th. It's
been used despite a pH of 9.4. “I
know it breaks all the rules but
the agronomist was prepared to

&

cultivars in our own special mixes.
Delivery included to mainland UK

GRASSROOTS TRA
DO YOU WANT.

Seed in springtime v/
Best results possible v/
Unbeatable price v/
A Special Offer v/
Vast choice of mixes v/
Guaranteed delivery v/

THEN GALL US NOW

on 01734 771185

The Grass Roots Trading Company use only

Grass Roots House, 34 Ashton Road,
Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 1HL
Tel: (01734) 771185 Fax: (01734) 785116

DING COMPANY
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the risk it if we were. If it was a
conventional club he couldn’t tell
the committee to use it because
there’d be some genius who
would read up on it and say it
can’t be done. But it wouldn’t be
the end of the world if we had to
take up the tees, we could do
them half at a time.”

So far all is well. The tees are
very dry and the sward looks
healthy. Mats were never consid-
ered during the winter.

If you're starting to get the
impression that everything at
Charlesland was done on the
cheap, you'd be very wrong. With
seeds, for example, they've gone
for the most expensive. The
quotes they had varied by
£26,000 and they took the dear-
est option, paying £110 for 30kg
bags. That worked out at about
£400 an acre. But they're pleased
with the results. And the 650
members like the way the ball sits
up on the fescues and bents in
the winter. “I think it was the
right thing to do,” says Clive,
although he is now overseeding
the heavy wear areas with dwarf
ryegrass.

The greens were also sown
with fescues and bents, but are
now 50/50 bents and Poa. The
greenstaff are overseeding with
bents.

The fine-tuning of the course
continues. A bunker was put in
on the 17th to stop mis-hit shots
reaching the green and further
bunkers are to be built on the
easier first nine to tighten up the
fairways. One big job on the
cards is building a “landing area”
on the 14th, which slopes
severely from left to right. “It is
the only hole on the course that
may break Eddie Hackett’s golden
rule — ‘The perfect shot should
never be penalised’,” said Clive.

In the future the former farm-
ers may build another 18 Eddie
Hackett holes on their land and a
planning application has been put
in.

With this in mind, we won-
dered if they were to do it all
again from scratch is there any-
thing they would do differently?

“We'd have built a much
smaller clubhouse,” said Clive.
“Traditionally in golf, the course
supports the clubhouse but from
a purely business point of view it
shouldn’t have to be like that.”

SPRING
MAINTENANCE AT
CHARLESLAND

Drainage and aeration

In March we will Verti-drain
the greens for the first time.
Prior to this hollow-tining has
been sufficient. We will
topdress with silica sand
incorporating 25kgs of
seaweed meal per green and
overseed with bent.

Tees will be hollow-tined,
topdressed and overseeded
with dwarf perennial ryegrass.
Sides of tees and heavy wear
areas will be aerated and
overseeded with dwarf
ryegrass. Greens and tees will
be slit weekly according to
weather conditions. Verti-
cutting will precede Verti-
draining. Heights of cut will be
at 5/16in prior to Verti-draining
and greens will be mown two
or three times a week. The
height of the cut will gradually
be reduced down to 3/16 and
mown six times a week by the
beginning of May. Once the
mild weather and good
growth have come in (say by
the third week in March)
grooming will be carried out
every day.

Nutrition

Prior to Verti-draining,
165kgs/hec of sulphate of
potash and 145 kgs/hec of
super phosphate will be
applied. There will also be an
application of five star slow-
release nitrogen at 130
kgs/hec prior to Verti-
draining. Sulphate of iron will
be applied at one litre per
green at two to three week
intervals and alternated with
liquid seaweed at two litres
per green. During the fourth
week in March 450 kg/hec of
Floranid slow release 20:5:8:2
will be applied. Six to eight
weeks later this will be
repeated. Five or six days
before open week we will
apply liquid fertiliser as a
boost. The tees will be given
Floranid at the same rate at
six to eight week intervals.

Disease and pest control
To prevent fusarium,
Turfclear will be applied prior
to Verti-draining and
overseeding. Leatherjackets
and casting worms will be
controlled by using the same
product. We will alternate this
application with the
application of Rovral. All
young trees will be sprayed
around with round-up
Simazine in early March.
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Distributors for
INTURF

Approved Wright Rain
Supply & Installation
Wales & West

OSL
GROUNDMASTERS

Specialists in Sports
and Recreational

Irrigation, Land
Drainage,
Verti-Draining &
Sand-Slitting.

Corneldu Mawr Farm,
Heol-y-Cyw,
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SOW THIS SPRING
WITH
PRE-GERMINATED SEED

FAST ESTABLISHMENT, NORMALLY 2-4 DAYS
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PERCENTAGE OF SPECIES AS SOWN IN
SEED MIXTURE.
MUCH LOWER OVERALL COST
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SOIL TECHNOLOGY
ON THE RIGHT
COURSE

Consistency of the growing medium is the key to superior greens
and tees, which is why Rufford place such importance on the
uniform particle size and the quality of all our sand/soil products

from Rootzone mixes to
Top-dressing mediums.

With Rufford you know they must
be the best, because

@ Materials are constantly checked.
@ All dressings are heat treated.

® Uniform particle size.

® Soil analysis service.

@ Guaranteed quality.

® Professional advice.

Of course, achieving such consistently high
quality products is only possible when the
technical aspects of each sand/soil mix is under
the tightest control. Again an area in which Rufford is uniquely
qualified, not only operating our own quarries,

but with in-house laboratories constantly monitoring their output.

Uniform size of
particles is essential
in resisting
compaction.

Call us today and find Top Fine,medium
out why greenkeepers Dressings and coarse
throughout the country Sinds Wide range, for
rely on Rufford bunkers to greens
Jor quality and service Rootzone, Standard U.S.G.A. or
second to none. Mix | made to order mixes
Tel: 0161 877 8550 | *o™| ™aoreee *
Fairway House, South Stage, Divot |Especially blended for
Broadway, Salford Quays, Mixes tees & fairway divotins

Manchester, M5 2UQ.
Fax: 0161 877 8554

Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES
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Weathermatic has developed and manufactured specialist turf irrigation quality products for 50 years.

This wealth of practical experience and product, through local representation, offers those in the
sports turf industry the very best in irrigation system design, installation, and service.

Rer Telephone 01728 668668 to contact your local dealer
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THESE CLIENTS ALREADY HAVE IT!

® Beadlow Manor G&CC * Ely City Golf Club © Malone Golf Club ® Ponteland Golf Club © Tehidy Park Golf Course
® Bramley Golf Club ® Gienbervie Golf Club Massereene Golf Club ® Preston Golf Club ® Telford Golf Club

® Caldy Golf Club ¢ Gleneagles Hotel ® Mere G&CC ; ® Rowlands Castle Golf Club o Temple Golf Club
® Carnoustie Golf Links ® Goring and Streetley Golf Club ® Milltown Golf Club (Dublin)  Royal Ashdown Forest Golf Club ® The Berkshire Golf Club

® Carvoeira Golfe SA (Algarve) ® Haggs Castle Golf Club ® Mold Gelf Club . ® The Vale C

* Cawdor Golf Club ® Harpenden Golf Club ® Mount %urrav Golf Club (IOM) . :g‘y':: Ex?r:g';legglfcéll‘l?b k) Iurenb:rryG:gel

® Charleslands Leisure (Co Wickiow) e Harrow School Golf Club © Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club Royston Golf Club ® Tyneside Golf Club

® Chirk Castle Golf Course ® Hellidon Lakes G&CC © Newbury & Crookham Golf Club Rve Golf Club  Wellingborough Golf Club
# Clitheroe Golf Club ® Kinross (Green Hotel) © Newcastle-under-Lyme Golf Club s'y s inks THIGE ® West Herts Golf Club

o Collingtree Leisure ® Leashowe Golf Club ® Northwood Golf Club Slaley Hall G&CC ® West Sussex Golf Club

® Crompton & Royton Golf Club ® Leek Golf Club © Omonde Fields Golf Club s "z Moor Golf Club ® Whitecraigs Golf Club

# Delapre Golf Complex o Lingfield Park ® Piltdown Golf Club o & Ploberidas Goff Clul Worplesden Golf Glub

® Eaton Golf Club ® Lymm Golf Club * Pineridge Golf Club SiTaunton & Fickenige Golf Ciu RICOTRSIN S P

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

“The Juno is an essential piece of
equipment for any golf course work-
shop.” Mr. Alistair Connel, Course Manager,
Cawder Golf Club.

“It is the best piece of machinery this
course has ever invested in, a fine
machine that | would recommend to
anyone.” Mr. John Bashford, Head Green-
keeper of the Green Hotel Golf Course, The
Kinross Estate.

“A quality machine that gives a superb
finish to our cylinders, and saves

money.” Mr. Derek Green, Head Green-
42" capacity Mower Cylinder and Bottom Blade Grinding Y erek Gree s

Machine. A truly ‘precision’ grinder, built to last half a cen- keeper of Royal Liverpool Golf Club.
tury. Used and preferred by Professionals.

The NEW JUNO 36" capacity
Cylinder and Bottom Blade Grinder
will accommodate every make and

cutting cylinders and soleplates. Sim-

ple to operate, fast changeover from
cylinder to bottom blade grinding.

ERIC HUNTER GRINDERS LTD

M /A HOBSON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BURNOPFIELD, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE,
REF NE16 6EB. TEL: (01207) 270316 FAX: (01207) 270312
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Send your letters to The Editor, Greenkeeper International,
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF or fax them on 01347 838864

loG’s thanks for BIGGA's positive attitude

To the Executive Director,

| would like to take this opportunity on
behalf of the Institute of Groundsman-
ship to thank yourself, Bill Lynch, the
members on your BTME steering com-
mittee and your members at the BIGGA
AGM for the very positive attitude taken
towards the SALTEX/BTME partnership
on mutual co-operation.

| feel sure, as does the team from
Independent Exhibitions, that after talk-
ing to your exhibitors on the Thursday
and Friday that P&O will now have great
difficulty in proceeding with their pro-
posed exhibition. The attitude from the
exhibitors was positive and the co-oper-
ation factor between our two organisa-
tions was welcomed as a very
constructive move by both BIGGA and
l0G.

| can assure you that the loG will not
withdraw from any co-operation policy
if P&0 announce they are not proceed-
ing, in fact | hope | see that the co-oper-
ation between our organisations can
proceed further over the coming years,
certainly in the area of education and
training which | am sure will receive the
support from our executive and mem-
bers in general. | know our respective
training officers are going to talk this
through in order to report back.

It was very unfortunate for BTME
that the weather took a turn for the
worse on Thursday but how you must
have been pleased to see queues to get
in. | must admit we thought it would be
empty.

Congratulations on an excellent
BTME, this must have been one of your
best exhibitions, the feeling among the
exhibitors was very positive and it is
now assured a future calendar slot
along with SALTEX, supported by both
the exhibitors and visitors, both to the
benefit of the profession.

Derek Walder BEM, vice chairman,
the Institute of Groundsmanship

Defending hard hats

Is there a golf course in Britain where
the greenkeepers wear, as a protection
against flying golf balls, hard hats as a
matter of routine? This would seem a
simple and obvious safety measure,
given that the golfer's traditional shout
of ‘fore’, if called, is frequently made
inaudible by the noise of machinery the
greenkeeper is using.

| ask this question because, at the
club where | play, the committee
recently bought each greenkeeper a
hard hat to wear when working on the
course, but failed to make its wearing
compulsory. The result of this is that
75% of the greenkeepers refuse to wear
their hat. The reasons given to me by
the non-wearers for not wearing the
hats have been both varied and uncon-
vincing. | can only think that the under-
lying reason is that they think it sissy
and unmanly to wear visible safety

clothing. They are quite happy to wear
safety boots, also provided, which are
of course indistinguishable from normal
boots.

James Smith, Ollerton,
Nottinghamshire

Bad and the good

Regarding the article on ‘poor consul-
tants’ in the December issue. | am
presently a course manager in the West
Country. | have been in the business for
nearly 15 years, with nine of those at
management level.

The previous course | worked at was
a new one in Kent. | can safely say that
this was the worst experience of my
career to date. A major part of this was
caused by the so-called agronomist.

Firstly, the greens and tees were con-
structed poorly from the outset, under
his guidance. | took the job on when the
course was 18 months old because |
could see the huge potential of the
course. Then when the obvious prob-
lems ensued and | put my case forward
with articles and evidence aplenty, the
management of the golf club still took
the advice of the agronomist. (He even
said that slitting greens was totally
unnecessary and a myth amongst
greenkeepers!) :

The end result was that | had to seek
alternative employment and what made
matters worse was that the present
course manager actually took my posi-
tion well before | left and effectively
pushed me out, even though he knew
all the problems | had encountered.

The reason | have written this letter is
to ask: “How much longer do head
greenkeepers/course managers have to
put up with poor conflicting advice from
certain agronomists?” There seems to
be no standard amongst their trade.
What qualifications do you have to have
to call yourself an agronomist? Obvi-
ously, there are some good experienced
agronomists but there are also a rela-
tive number of poor ones.

Head greenkeepers/course managers
have to ask themselves: “do we need
these so-called agronomists telling us
our jobs?” Let us just get on and do the
job we are paid to do and call upon
them if the need arises (which is fortu-
nately the case in my present job).

| would welcome other greenkeepers’
comments as | am sure | am not the
only one who has suffered this fate.
Paul Bishop, Yate, Avon

...It was very interesting to read about
greenkeepers’ anger at poor consul-
tants in the December edition. | have a
feeling that the number of greenkeepers
being asked about their experiences
with consultants has been limited.

If the head greenkeeper/course man-
ager knows the business really well |
don’t think he or she should be in for a
“surprise show” when calling in a con-

sultant. In the UK and abroad, we know
of very capable people doing their busi-
ness and also of people who are below
acceptable levels.

First of all here, we are confronted
with a choice. Is greenkeeping not a
matter of making choices many times
during the seasons? Preferably the right
choice as many times as possible. This
is beneficial to him/her and of course to
the club, the members and the course.

Speaking of my own experience | am
very enthusiastic about working with
the STRI and have been for many years
now. The feeling is they are part of a
team that is working towards the same
goal. In this team the head greenkeeper
has his/her specific job or role to play.
A consultant can be a good assistance
here.

Frederick Ten Hage,
LGV-Leeuwenberg

Why “Jerry bash™

| am putting pen to paper to express my
displeasure after reading the article
about being a greenkeeper in Germany.
First of all, why do all articles concern-
ing greenkeeping in Germany have to
be negative to the point of being ridicu-
lous. It seems that some people have
nothing else to do but ‘Jerry bash’!

| shall confine myself to one major
point to avoid getting boring. This point

concerns the matter of greenkeeping .

qualifications in Germany at the present
moment. To publish a phrase like “you
must have attended six weeks over a
three-year period at a greenkeeping col-
lege, you do not have to be employed
by a golf club” is absolute rubbish. For
the sake of anybody wishing to come to
Germany | shall quickly outline the pro-
cedure to become a qualified green-
keeper in Germany.

This is taken from the Delila Gmbh
near Krefeld in central Germany, one of
only two recognised colleges in Ger-
many so far.

Possibility 1: Four years as a
labourer at a golf course followed by —
‘course A," three weeks at college and
one year practical; ‘course B," three
weeks at college and one year practical;
‘course C," three weeks at college and
final assessment.

Possibility 2: A horticultural qualifica-
tion is necessary as an agricultural
manager or forestry or as a landscape
gardener (either of which is a full three-
year college course equivalent to block
release). This is then followed by one
year practical in your chosen direction
and if you decide to change to green-
keeping you must do ‘course A, B and
C' as above.

As you can see, far more than six
weeks is needed. By the way I'm Welsh
not German.

Alan Walton,
assistant head greenkeeper,
Sennelager Golf Club, Germany

...l have been a greenkeeper for 25
years. The last seven of which have
been spent in Germany. No, it was not
all plain sailing for me at the beginning
but statements like “We don't do it like
that here” would surely not be accepted
by a professional greenkeeper (without
putting up a fight!)

It sounds like Elaine Holland and Stu-
art Bishop have had a bad experience in
Germany, therefore their article repre-
sents the negative side of greenkeeping
here.

Greenkeeping in Germany has many
benefits other than earning more
money. When a greenkeeper has
earned respect as an expert in his field
he can set about educating the mem-
bers and his staff.

Mistakenly, a lot of greenkeepers
coming to Germany expect everything
to be the same as in the UK. It is not
and probably never will be. But rewards
can be high for the right people and
working conditions are good.

| feel the article “Life can be tough as
a greenkeeper in Germany” is too much
of a generalisation of a country which
varies greatly from north to south.

By the way, my staff do not finish
work at lunchtime on Fridays, they also
work weekends.

Seve Schmit, course manager,
Golfclub Schloss Myllendonk,
Korschenbroich, Germany

Just go for it

As runner-up in the 1993 Toro Student
Greenkeeper Award, | have just
returned from my third and final week
as guest of the PGA European Tour.

Through the pages of this magazine,
can | extend my thanks to Bruce
Jamieson, my host at the Tour, and
Louise Davies who made all the neces-
sary arrangements.

| must also mention all those friendly
faces, too numerous to name, who
made my trips to La Manga, Mallorca
and the Forest of Arden such a pleasure
and success.

Finally, may | suggest to any student
that this award offers a unique insight
into the highest levels of greenkeeping
and is a remarkable learning experience
which is well worth every effort that it
takes to win.

Richard Andrews, Highgate, London

Well-deserved win

| would like to congratulate David
Walden on his victory in the ICI Premier
Greenkeeper of the Year Awards. Hav-
ing met him at Aldwark Manor, no-one
could doubt his commitment to the pro-
fession, and | know he will be a great
ambassador for BIGGA. | wish him well
in his year, and for the future.

My thanks also to everyone from ICI
and BIGGA headquarters.
Stefan G Antolik, head greenkeeper,
Cooden Beach Golf Club (runner up)
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Turf-Care Supplies:
Fertilisers
Soil Conditioners
Wetting Agents
Pesticides
Grass Seeds
Turf
Line Marking Materials
Sports Equipment
Top Dressings
Soils & Sands
Composts
Bark
Tools

Engineering Services:
New Machinery
Reconditioned Machinery
Service
Repairs
Overhauls
Spare Parts
On Site Servicing and Repairs

Hire and Contract Services:
Specialist plant hire
Verti-draining
Aerating
Top Dressing
Over-Seeding
Hydro-Seeding
Grass Cutting
Spraying

For all your Turf-Care needs
PARKER HART

T. Parker & Sons (Turf Management) Limited,

Malden Green Farm, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 7NF

Tel: 0181-337 7791 Fax: 0181-330 7392

ABIGGA

T hank

\\ = GOLDEN KEY
\'== and SILVER KEY
" "CIRCLES

...to the following
companies, in recognition of
their continued support for
the Greenkeeper Education
and Development Fund

ZENECA

JACOBSEN Professional Products
d B
et (Breakwell’s)
The Toro Company Lely (UK) Ltd.
International Division UK distributor for Toro
Irrigation Commercial Products
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Silver Key Circle:
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Si s l S Avoncrop| RISBORO' TURF

Together, we're building a
great future for golf club,
greenkeeper and game
For details of how you can support the f
Education and Development Fund,
Contact BIGGA at Aldwark Manor,

Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NFE. =
Telephone: 0347 838581 Fax: 0347838864  BIGGA

)
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BIGGA: BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE




Around the Green

Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

NORTHERN

Our winter tournament took place at Baildon
GC. As you might expect for the time of year,
the weather was decidedly mixed with every-
thing but snow thrown at us in a howling
wind.

The day was a great success nevertheless
and everyone concerned enjoyed themselves. I
must thank the head greenkeeper and staff for
their preparation of the course under such wet
conditions, the catering staff for an excellent
meal and also to Baildon GC for allowing us
the use of the course and clubhouse facilities. I
must also thank all the sponsors for their con-
tributions and support of our organisation.

The result:18-stableford — 1, D Collins; 2, A
Baxter; 3, R Smith; nearest the pin — G Potter.

At the AGM Pat Murphy announced that he
was to move on to the board, and put myself
forward as new secretary. The committee and
I would like to thank Pat for all his hard work
over the past two years and wish him all the
best for the future. As for myself, my name is
Marcus Cordingley and I hope I can do the job
as well as Pat has done. If I can help you in
anyway please do not hesitate in contacting
me, [ will try my best to help you. My home
number is 0274 601195.

MARCUS CORDINGLEY

MIDLAND

The weather may have been wet for our
Christmas tournament at Little Aston GC but it
certainly didn’t dampen people’s enjoyment of
the day. Many thanks to Alan Bovaston and
his staff for a well turned out course. Also
many thanks to Little Ashton GC for allowing
us courtesy of their course and for the delight-
ful meal in the evening. The winner was
Trevor Morris who was presented with a
BIGGA blazer by Nigel Tyler, courtesy of Ruf-
fords. Many thanks to Ruffords and also to the
many trade companies that supported us dur-
ing 1994.

On December 15 we descended on Edgbas-
ton GC for our AGM. Many thanks to the mem-
bers who turned out and showed their support.
The section presented Alan Kite with a watch
for the many years served as chairman as he
was stepping down. Many thanks, Alan.

The following were elected as officers and
committee members: Chairman — M Hughes;
Vice Chairman — P Richmond; President — R
Pugh; Section secretary — K Blake; Treasurer —
P Richmond; Committee members — S Blake-
man, R Thomas, E Staut, R Hayhurst, P Wood-
ham, D Cleaver.

On a sad note [ was sorry to hear of the
death of Trevor Stone of Shirley Golf Club for
some 19 years. Trevor was 44 years old. The
section sends its condolences to his family and
friends. Finally can I wish Kim
Blake success as our new section
secretary and thank the many peo-
ple who have supported me over
the last three years.

DEAN CLEAVER
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SUSSEX

Our last golf tournament of 1994 brought us
back to our favourite stomping ground, Little-
hampton GC.

Unlike our last visit, the weather this year
was superb — no wind and plenty of sunshine.
This complemented the course, which was in
superb condition. Again thanks to Dave Wood
and his staff for all the effort they must have
put in, especially for dragging the mince pies
and alcohol halfway across the course. How
come the whisky was half-empty, Dave?

The day started with a hot breakfast at
8.30am, followed by the teams of four teeing
off for the Texas scramble competition. Alto-
gether, 13 teams took part.

Results: 1, J Bradbeer, R Beach, R Hudson,
N Dunbar 52pts; 2, R Day, M Ring, J Budd, P
Ward 51 points; 3, B Francis, P Chalk, D
Haste, T Bremer 50pts. Each member came
away with turkey vouchers donated by Avon-
crop and bottles of wine supplied by our sec-
tion.

Also during the round there were five near-
est the pin competitions together with a
longest drive. The winners were: Nearest the
pin — 3rd, N Dunbar; 6th, R Hudson; 8th, P
Ray; 11th, R Beach; 16th, D Ansell (5Smm from
the hole!) The longest drive was won by R
Beach. Each winner received a bottle of wine.
Mention at this stage must go to George Barr
for behind-the-scenes organising which, for an
event like this, is not a five minute job. So, on
behalf of the section, thank-you.

After a superb Christmas dinner we had our
prizegiving and our now famous ‘bring an
unwrapped prize’ presentation and raffle. The
day ended around 8pm, with everyone in fes-
tive mood.

Finally, the Sussex section would like to
thank the secretary, Keith Palmer, and the
committee of the golf club for extending us the
use of their club, to the bar and catering staff
for looking after us so well.

MARK WILTON

DEVON AND CORNWALL

Eighty members and trade members attended
our Christmas meeting, held once again at
Okehampton Golf Club. Our golfing members
were treated to a pleasant dry day to test their

skills against the excellently presented course
for the morning’s 18-hole greensome competi-
tion for the PJ Flegg Trophy.

Our congratulations to Richard Wisdom and
his staff who had the course in excellent play-
ing condition despite all the rain earlier in the
month.

After an excellent Christmas dinner, Ivan
Brown of PJ Flegg presented the golf prizes for
the morning’s greensome competition to: 1, T
Ramsden (Budock Vean) and A James
(Tehidy) 37pts on back nine; 2, T Martin
(Torquay) and R Whyman (Bude) 37pts; 3, T
Blackburn (Crediton) and R Chudleigh (Fin-
gle) 35pts on back nine.

After our golf presentation we were enter-
tained by the superb comedian Tank Sherman,
back by popular demand. Tank kept us all
laughing for well over an hour. The raffles
concluded a superb day, with the first raffle
being for two hampers kindly donated by
Avoncrop and Peter Andrewarths and won by
Tim Ellis and Tony James. The second raffle
contained over 40 prizes kindly donated by
members and the trade.

Our thanks to Ivan Brown of PJ Flegg for
donating and presenting the day’s golf prizes,
also thanks to our president Alan Dommett for
supplying the lunch wine.

The section would also like to express its
gratitude to Okehampton GC for allowing us
use of their facilities once again.

Dates for your diary: Feb 21 — meeting at
Wrangaton GC; March 22 - meeting at Mul-
lion GC; April 26 — Westurf Trade Show, Long
Ashton GC, Bristol.

At our AGM the secretary reported that
attendances at meetings have steadily risen
but the committee is conscious that the per-
centage of members attending has dropped.
The committee would like to hear suggestions
to improve participation. The secretary also
explained there had been a slight loss
(£47.54) on last year’s balance, but with the
purchase of a photocopier for £705 he felt that
the accounts were in a workable cash flow
position. Thanks were conveyed to the
Regional Board for the generous donation of
£250 towards the photocopier.

Retiring president John Palfrey thanked
members for their tremendous support. The
chairman, Jeff MiIlls, thanked Gordon and
Marion Child whose tireless work for the
region continues to bring success with our
own trade show, Westurf.

Your new committee looks like this: Devon
committee members — John Parr and Richard
Wisdom; Cornwall committee member, chair-
man and regional board member - Bill
Mitchell; trade member — Clive Ralph; Presi-
dent — Alan Dommett.

RICHARD WHYMAN

EAST ANGLIA

They say the sun shines on the righteous, so
the fact that December 8 was the wettest day
for yonks must mean someone is trying to tell
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us something as it was also our AGM/golf day
at Aldeburgh.

After some alterations, ie swapping the golf
and AGM around and swapping golf shoes for
flippers, the day wasn’t too bad, though we
must apologise to those who came for the
AGM only to find they missed it.

The AGM was quite lively which means
someone actually spoke and Wellsy didn't go
to sleep. The outcome from all the huff and
puff was that all trophies will be presented at
the AGM (if we can find them). A new trophy
called the Sam Sylvester Cup will be played for
each year, the format is yet to be decided. Sam
is still with us I hasten to add, but he will be
stepping down from the chair next year.

The election of officers took about two min-
utes. They are: President — Ernie Hart; Vice
President — Bob Chesham; Chairman and trea-
surer — Sam Sylvester; Vice chairman - Ernie
Hart; Handicap secretary — Alan Carter; Secre-
tary — Dave Wells; Scribe — Mike Lathrope;
Regional board — Dave Wells and Richard
Prior.

Dates to remember — April 26, Braintree;
June 6, The Warren (Chelmsford); August 9,
Thetford; June 21, Southturf.

New members include Malcolm Orr, Nick
Brewster, John Winters and G Fox.

We were saddened to hear of the sudden
death of John Moyle who was one of the
founder members. A man with a big heart and
a ready smile whose bubbly character often
disguised the trauma of long hours and thou-
sands of miles travelling from one sports club
to another. He will be missed and our
thoughts and prayers go to his family.

He would have seen the funny side of that
rain, which brings us back to the golf. A break
in the clouds (about half an inch across) saw
our heroes/idiots paddle off. And like ducks,
when one goes they all go. Well, nearly all.
Andy Arbon and Keith Titshall decided they
would be hecklers for the day and take the
rain out of everyone else. However with no
cards going into the draw, they were last for
the lucky dip — a boot with a hole in it and a
sock was all that was left.

Toddy, on the other hand, came home with
flu and 39pts (his calculator doesn’t work in
the rain). His partner in crime and synchro-

Around the Green

nised swimming was Ernie Hart on 37pts.
Peter Howard was drowned in third with
31pts.

Any golf day would not be the same without
our friends from the trade and I would like to
thank the following: CMW (main sponsors for
the day with turkey vouchers), Rigby Taylor,
Rushbrooks, Sisis, Rhone-Poulenc, Kings, Doe,
Parker Hart, Johnsons Seeds, Levingtons Hor-
ticulture, Turf-Actant, The Greenkeeper Sup-
ply Company and Ernie Hart.

Our thanks also to Aldeburgh GC for a super
day. Needless to say December 9 was a beauti-
ful day.

Finally, I received this little ditty from John
in Surrey: “Another week ends. All
greens cut and ready to play. All
bunkers raked and tees moved. All
members pleased and secretary
smiling. All pigs fed and ready to
fly.”

MIKE LATHROPE

NORTH SCOTLAND

One or two movements concerning the section
to mention this month. Doshie Benson from
Invergordon joins us as a new member. Mov-
ing back into the section is Craig Ogilvie, the
new deputy at Boat of Garten. Craig replaces
Ian Bell who has moved back to the Edinburgh
area to be the head man at Glencorse. Moving
into the section to grow-in and manage Strath-
more Golf Centre, Alyth, is Jim Brown, for-
merly of Deer Park, Livingston. We wish them
all well.

The section AGM took place at Letham
Grange. The golf match finished all square
although there was some confusion about the
last match, with both players claiming victory!
The AGM itself passed off fairly smoothly with
local deputy Andy Wilson taking over as chair-
man and Peterhead’s Hugh McClatchie becom-
ing vice-chairman. The remainder of the
committee is as follows: Secretary — Iain
Macleod, Tain; Treasurer — Gordon Moir, St
Andrews; Education - Alastair McLaren,
Nethybridge; Sam Morrison of Royal
Aberdeen, Neil Macdonald of MTM, Gordon
Mckie of Tain, Dougal Duguid of Westhill, and
we welcome newly-elected Stewart Mcbain of
Hazlehead. Nineteen members and six trade
reps were present.

Thanks to all at

BIGGA on Tuesday 14 March 1995

Cost including morning coffee and lunch: £18.

SCOTTISH REGION
CONFERENCE

at Scottish Exhibition Conference Centre, Glasgow

Speakers: Norman Whytock, Rhéne Poulenc; Ian McNab, Dumfries &
County GC; Nigel Church, Ransomes; Eddie Adams, Old Course, St
Andrews: Howard Swan, Swan Golf Designs; Michel Mulder, Barenbrug
UK: Mike Higgins, Danfoss Ltd; Ken Siems, Loch Lomond GC.

The conference is sponsored by the Patrons of the Scottish Region.

More details from Elliott Small, Tel: 01259 731445

Letham Grange for
good food and a great
golf course.

I recently attended
one of the GTC-run
SVQs and greenkeep-
ing seminars. I found it
very informative and
along with a few other
greenkeepers  regis-
tered for D32/D33
training, which will
take place this month.
It was a pity there
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were not more greenkeepers present along
with their chairmen of green. This is a new ini-
tiative which will allow head greenkeepers to
get more involved in the assessing of their
trainees. This is something that I feel we must
get involved with. Anyone who missed out
before can get in touch with me if they want to
become an assessor and I will try to put you in
the picture. You will be trained at no cost to
you or your club.

I hope Stuart Hogg, Fortrose,
enjoyed his time at Harrogate — he
won third prize in the BTME com-
petition, the second year running a
North member has won in this
competition.

IAIN MACLEOD

SURREY
Looking back to December 8, not a day you
would care to remember but a day that was
supposed to see the Turkey Trot played at
Kingswood GC which, due to excess rain, had
to be called off. Fortunately the rain did not
stop 40-50 Surrey members enjoying Christ-
mas lunch, which was followed by the AGM.
Thanks for your attendance and confidence
in the current committee. We feel we have had
a good year in office and intend to better it in
‘95. Fixture lists should soon be dispatched to
all members.
DAVID GIBBS

SOUTH WEST

Burnham and Berrow was the challenging
links venue for the Christmas tournament. A
good field of 55 members teed off in cool but
relatively calm conditions to play as teams of
two for what many found to be a difficult scor-
ing round. Judging by some cards returned, it
was fortunate that conditions were calm and
not as windy as is frequently the case on this
championship course. The links itself was in
excellent condition and thanks are given to
Jock and his staff for their efforts.

After a pre-meal drink and the selling of raf-
fle tickets to those who felt lucky it was
upstairs to the dining room for an excellent
traditional Christmas meal. Thanks for this are
given to the caterer who looked after our
appetites so well.

The results for the event were as follows: 1,
Jon Scoones and James Leitch 38pts (back 9);
2, Gary Cook and Paul Legg 38pts; 3, Jock
Miller and Mike McCarthy 35pts; 4, Sean Sage
and Ivor Scoones 34pts; 5, Marc Haring and
Les Johnson 32pts.

A change to previous years then followed
with the entrance of a comedian for the next
45 minutes. However, this didn’t go without its
problems as the original artist let us down
with an hour to go and the replacement was
only given 40 minutes to get to the club and
prepare his act. Under the circumstances, he
didn’t do too badly.

The drawing of the raffle completed the day
with many people winning prizes. Thanks go



i TWET_ S MV O L NS W 204 TN A

NUMBERS THAT
[.oOK GooD ON
ANY COURSE




TEE-TO-GREEN QUALI

w; : @ Five 76-cm (30-in.)
.e g t’O ke y(,)ur JOb cutting units on the 3365
easier. That's why we've worked @ The 6-kW (10-hp cate- combine to deliver a
hard over the last few years to gory 4x2 and 10.4-kW (18-hp quality cut over wide
become a dynamic force in the category) 6x4 Gator Utili areas - from fairways to

roughs.

Vehicles offer you a solid
choice for on-turf and both
on- and off-road work.

Golf and Turf equipment
business. We now manufacture a
golf equipment line that literally
takes you from tee to green. Take
time to read more about our
equipment, then contact your
John Deere Golf & Turf
distributor for a first hand look on
your course. We know you're
going to like what you see.

6 The same John Deere
76-cm (30-in.) ESP cutting
units used on the 3365
work well on the 365 gang
mower. Quality cut,
durable design, and a
secure adjusting system
come standard.

O The 3235 Lightweight Fairway

Mower delivers ground-hugging fairway
performance with your choice of five
standard or heavy-duty 56-cm (22-in.)
ESP cutting units.
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'Y FROM JOHN DEERE

9 Choose from a complete line
of gear- and hydrostatic-drive
compact utility tractors plus

front-, mid- and rear implements.

O The new 220 Walk-
Behind Greens Mower
features a new operator-
presence safety system, a
large 2.4-kW (3.7-hp)
engine, 11-bladed reel, and
3.9 mm (0.155 in.) fre-
quency-of-clip - one of the
highest in the industry.

@ Superior performance on difficult
terrain. Precision cut with 66-cm

a The new 1200A Bunker and Field (26-in.) ESP cutting units with hydraulic

Rake features high manoeuvrability
with low compaction and superior
push-pull capabilities. A wide range
of attachments adds to its versatility
and productivity.

reel drive allow the 2653 Utility Mower
to work well where others fear to tread.

Q Gas and diesel versions of the
2243 Professional Greens Mower
both feature 13-kW (18-hp category)
engines and John Deere cutting
units for exceptional quality of cut.




TRUST JOHN DEERE
FOR WORLDWIDE PARTS SUPPORT, T0O

The grass doesn’t stop growing when a machine goes down. That’s why you need to know about John Deere’s
worldwide parts system. More than 285,000 individual part numbers are sourced and stored in John Deere
Distribution Centres and depots around the world. Each day, more than 80,000 individual parts are shipped
directly to John Deere dealers and customers via our computerized Distribution Service Network (DNS). What

does all this mean to you? Once you order a part, we have a next-day fill rate of 99.5 percent.
Call us today for the location of your nearest dealer, and experience the dedication to customer service at
John Deere. Or order our “Tee-to-Green with John Deere” video that will show you all you can do on

NOTHING RUNS
LIKE ADEERE \GEIZE8

JOHN DEERE LTD. HARBY ROAD, LANGAR NOTTINGHAM, NG13 9HT TELEPHONE (01949) 863299 FAX (01949) 860490

a golf course with John Deere.
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to Roffey Brothers, the main sponsors for the
day, for trophy presentation and the wine at
the meal table. Thanks go to the rest of the
trade for their generous donations, too.

The day proved very successful with over 60
members playing and eating. Thanks are
extended to the secretary, Mrs Sloman, the
vice chairman of Burnham and Berrow, Mike
McCarthy, for his participation and to the club
itself for its hospitality in granting us course
courtesy.

The first section event of '95 will be at Lans-
down GC on Thursday February 23. A round
of golf and lunch will be followed by a short
lecture.

KEVIN GREEN

KENT

I have, for my sins, taken over from the very
capable Paul Copsey. It is something I have
looked forward to but I feel very apprehensive
about the content. I could, of course, drone on
and on about my course, its trials and tribula-
tions, or I could write something — if the infor-
mation is forthcoming — of interest to you all.

A lot of information will come from the
other members of the committee, like our new
secretary Steve Johnson of Gillingham GC, but
if it is to be truly representative it needs your
input. To this end you can contact me with
any information on 081 698 0620.

It only remains for me to thank Paul Copsey
for his good work and also to thank Dave
Wood who has stepped down as our secretary
but remains on the committee.

Make a note of these dates: April 20 -
Spring Tournament at Littlsetone GC; Septem-
ber 27 — Autumn Tournament at Birchwood
Park GC.

RICHARD PAGE

SHEFFIELD

We had an excellent Christmas competition at
Wortley GC thanks to Barry Heaney and his
staff. Also a big thank you must go to the stew-
ard and his staff for the excellent Xmas meal
which we all thoroughly enjoyed. I would also
like to thank Brian Booth of Rigby Taylor for
being our main sponsor and supplying such
lovely prizes for the competition, and the other
members of the trade who have supported us
throughout the year.

The winners were: 1, S Nixon, Wortley GC;
2, P Lyons, Sherwood Forest GC; 3, B Lax,
Worksop GC.

After our meal a presentation was made to
Harry Herrington, Henry Gillespie, and Eric
Palmer on their retirement from greenkeeping.
Harry is ex-chairman of the old BGGA, Henry
has held every possible office in the Sheffield
section, and Eric has also served us well on the
committee and within the section. we wish all
three a very happy and long retirement. There
was also a small presentation to Joan Heaney
who has helped Barry immensely with our
accounts. Our grateful thanks, Joan.

Our final winter lecture was given by David
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Stansfield of PSD Agronomy. David delivered
his lecture to a full house and the greenkeep-
ers gave David plenty of questions.

IAN COLLETT

NORTH WEST

The fixture list for this year’s events is almost
finalised and by the time you read this you
should have received yours, if not please ring me.

The section events are as follows: March 16
— Northern region seminar at the Tytherington
Club; N/W v N/Wales tournament to be
arranged; April 13 — Spring Tournament,
Wilmslow GC; July 17 — Summer Meeting,
Hazel Grove GC; Roses match to be arranged;
September 4 — Autumn Tournament, Didsbury
GC; Stewards match to be arranged.

The seminar at The Tytherington Club will
deal with Health and Safety on Golf
Courses.and the main speaker will be Jon All-
butt. The cost for the day, including lunch, will
be £20. Bring along your secretary
and chairman of green because
health and safety involves every-
body in the golf business. If you
wish to contact me please ring me
on 051 724 5412.

BERT CROSS

EAST MIDLANDS
The section’s last tournament of the year was
our Christmas stableford, held at Birstall GC.
(Sorry I was unable to attend but it clashed
with my college dates.) Our category one win-
ner was again Dave Leatherhead of Kedleston
Park, with Adie Porter winning category two.
Our thanks go to Roger Willars and his staff for
providing us with a first-class course, and to
everybody else from Birstall GC for making our
day so enjoyable.

The sponsors for the day were Rigby Taylor —
thanks for donating the prizes! could I remind
members that they must send their entry slip
and cheque to me before the closing date for
all section events, if they wish to attend.

This month T would like to welcome the fol-
lowing new members to our section: Terry
Porter of Chilwell Manor GC, Norman Whet-
stone of Western GC, Martin Jones and Richard
O’Hara of Radcliffe on Trent GC and Steven
Attenborough of Breadsall Priory GC.

Finally may I remind

Turkey Trot, AGM and Christmas dinner at the
Royal Winchester GC.

The turkey trot was won by Pat Bell with
38pts. Second was J Moody with 37pts, fol-
lowed by S Justice, third, and T Patchin fourth,
both with 34pts.

The Royal Winchester laid on a splendid
meal but the evening was marred by an inci-
dent at the bar. The committee members pre-
sent were unable to find the perpetrator but
apologised to the club on behalf of the section.
Hopefully the person responsible will realise
the damage caused to our good name and send
an apology to the club themselves.

We were sorry to hear that Bob Cully, our
tournament organiser for 1994, has resigned
his post at Lee on Solent GC. The committee is
investigating the circumstances surrounding his
resignation.

We are nearing the end of our winter lecture
programme with one evening left: Wednesday
March 1 at Alresford GC where Sparsholt Col-
lege’s Sandy Wilson will inform us about health
and safety within our industry.

Also there is the seminar at Sparsholt College
on Tuesday March 14. Everyone should have
received notification of this. If you haven't
returned your application yet, do not delay!
ALAN MITCHELL

A new BIGGA section?

A meeting will be held at the Delamere For-
est Golf Club, Station Road, Delamere,
Northwich, Cheshire on Wednesday, March
15 at 7.15pm to consider the possible for-
mation of a new BIGGA section to cover the
Cheshire, Wirral and Merseyside areas.

All interested persons are invited to
attend and join in a discussion with
BIGGA’s Chairman and Executive Director.
Jackets and ties are mandatory.

Getting there: Delamere Forest Golf Club
is on a private road off the B5152 (watch
out for Marley Tiles) just across the road
from the British Rail Delamere Station.

The B5152 is about half way between
Northwich and Chester off the A556 (North-
wich by-pass). To get to the club turn north
opposite the Vale Royal Abbey Arms pub,
then right just before the station.

all members that if

they wish to attend the
section’s snooker
evening on March 1 to
make sure they return
their forms to me as
soon as possible. If you
still require an entry
form you can phone
me on 0533 890301.

IRISH GOLF GREENKEEPERS’
ASSOC'A“ON presents

Golf Course Management Conference

“TAKING CONTROL”

in The Prince of Wales Hotel, Co. Westmeath,
Friday March 3 and Saturday March 4, 1995

ANTONY BINDLEY

SOUTH COAST
We had a good turnout
for the Christmas

Contact:

c/o Conference Management Services, 26 Temple Lane, Dublin 2.

Cost: £50 for a member of a greenkeeping association;
£60 for non-members. This will include three course lunch
each day and tea/coffee breaks.

Tel: 00-353-1-6797655
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Job Shop is a new
service provided by
Greenkeeper
International which
will give

greenkeepers: /M/?Mﬁolfd/

* the opportunity
to let potential

employers know about them for only £19.95 This Sp ace COUld

* looking for new .
e be working for
you trom only

or perhaps a move back
£75 per month.

into greenkeeping

Don’t forget to
include details of
qualifications,
experience and

e
perhaps award 0 : u
wins. You can fit :) Co Id . Call CarOl Or
approximately 50 0 b

words into your 3 LOUiSe on

advertisement.
made payable to BIGGA, to Job Shop, BIGGA. 0347 838581

Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YOG 2ZNF

The Hollinwell Suit by top manufacturers Walrus has been designed
in association with BIGGA to provide a waterproof golf suit
manufactured to BS3546 — so it's got to be good!

The suit has the Walrus Waterproof breathe 2 lining that is

guaranteed waterproof and breathable for two years. The outer fabric
used is tactel which has been teflon coated to give added comfort and
protection against extreme conditions.

With features like zip pockets, protective storm
flap, quilted collar and inside pocket, the suit is
not only functional but extremely stylish. The
BIGGA logo is featured on the arm and leg.

smscuu;.»"li Wi .
BIGGA PRICE"\ Take advantage of the special price and be confident that whatever

the weather, Walrus is keeping BIGGA dry!
T il ST TR T T T e P e 71197 1 10 TN

Please send me.................. Hollinwell Golf Suit(s) at £79.95 each including postage/packin
g g

| Nae . L AR R AN

o IR R Size required (tick): (1M« [C] L« [ XL« ] XXL

I
|
/Lo o[- 1 U SO R AR B e vz daganans ot l
ki

|

| Clip this coupon and post with your cheque made payable to BIGGA, to: |
|

o

I Hollinwell Golf Suit Offer, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF

Your cheque will not be cashed until your order is despatched. Write the details on a s f you don't want to cut up your magazir




Ultimate test
for drainage
scheme

Eleven holes at Aldwark Manor,
the Yorkshire course surrounding
BIGGA’s rented offices, were
flooded following a week of
heavy snow and rain. This is the
view of the 4th and 14th fairways
from the 4th tee. The footbridge
in the distance shows the normal
width of the River Ouse. About
£14,000 worth of drainage has
been put in over the past three
years. Once the level of the river
goes down, the greenstaff will be
able to see how efficiently it
works.

B Rochford Garden
Machinery of Wincanton,
Somerset, is the newest
addition to John Deere’s
dealer network. The business
area covers Devon (east of
Plymouth), Somerset and
West Dorset. Tel: 01963
33713.

B C&P Soilcare Ltd of
Nedging, Ipswich, has asked
us to point out that its
Terralift machine — which
places a probe 1m into the
soil, blasts it with
compressed air
simultaneously injecting
nutrients — has nothing to do
with Terralift Fertilizers. C&P
Soilcare can be contacted on
01449 741012.

Effingham GC first assistant Euan Grant, winner of the Toro/PGA Student
Greenkeeper of the Year Award, receives another accolade at the Plump-
ton College part-time awards ceremony. He was named as top student on
the phase 2/level 2 course.

FLYING DIVOT)

Brian O’Hara has
been appointed
to the new post
of business
development
manager with
Tip Top Turf.
Based at
Newton Longville turf
nursery, he will be
responsible for developing
stronger links with existing
and potential customers as
the company expands into
supplying sand, soil, turf
dressing and complementary
products from Bailey's of
Norfolk. Tel: 0908 270701.

M Buyers of Rite Feed
organic fertiliser could win a
trip to Florida. With every
drum bought, the purchaser's
name will be entered into a
draw with the winner going to
the GCSAA show in Orlando
in February '96. Derek
Ganning of The Belfry will
make the draw on October 5.

W Writtle College in
Chelmsford has been
aranted university status. It is
only the second college
serving land-based industries
in the country to be granted
the status.

B The Welsh College of
Horticulture has been named
Horticultural College of the
Year for the UK by the
National Farmers' Union and
The Grower magazine.

M Brian D Pierson
(Contractors) Ltd has
secured two new contracts: a
new 27-hole project, Forest
Pines Golf Course, near
Scunthrope, and the
redevelopment of Chestfield
GC in Kent following road
improvements in the area.

M Collier Turf Care (Dist) Ltd
will be holding an open day
in Norwich on February 23.
Tel: 0603 870944.

M Ransomes has sent
£250,000 worth of turf
machinery to the first all-
grass golf course to be built
in the Gulf state of Qatar, the
recently completed Dana
Golf Club near Doha.

B A local builder has bought
110-acre 18-hole Libbaton
Golf Club at Barnstaple,
North Devon, for close to £1
million.
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FLYING DIVOTS

B The head greenkeeper at
Shirley Golf Club, Solihull,
was found dead in his car on
the course. 44-year-old
Trevor Stone, who had been
at the club for about 19 years,
was discovered by a fellow
worker at 8am. The car's
engine was still running and
police believe he had been in
the car all night.

Scottish Grass
Machinery Ltd
has appointed
John Pollitt (left)
to the new post
of general
manager of the
Perth
operation. His previous jobs
include executive
appointments with Arthur Bell
& Sons, United Distillers and
Motorola.

B Independent irrigation
consultant Philip York has
been elected chairman of the
British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association. He
succeeds Paul de Rham, who
completed his term in office
last month. Philip says: "My
objective will be to ensure not
only that standards are
maintained but that end-
users, our customers, will
receive even better help,
advice and value for their
money. This can be achieved
by broadening the base of
the Association. This means
encouraging individuals
interested in the
technological advances,
agronomic implications, the
application and use of
irrigation to join the BTLIA".

M East Anglia-based brewing
and pubs giant Greene King
Plc is reputed to have paid
£1.75 million for the 210-acre
Langdon Hills' 25-bed Hotel
and Golf Club at Basildon,
Essex. Plans include
refurbishing the site to
provide a pay-and-play
facility and adapt the existing
clubhouse.

B Essex-based Eastern
Tractors has moved to better
equipped premises in
Chelmsford. Bought out by
management last year,
Eastern Tractors is now
planning to expand and has
become Hayter's agent in
Essex and north London.

e /N s

Plum placements or studens

These three turf science students
from Myerscough College have
landed placements at major
American courses.

The students, all on the three-
year BTEC National Diploma
course in Turf Science and
Sportsground Management, have
secured 12-month work place-
ments that many experienced
greenkeepers would die for.

Following last year’s successful

placement at the Pinehurst
Resort and Country Club in
North Carolina, 21-year-old Carl
Horrax’s placement supervisor
recommended him to staff at
Augusta National. He’s going
there shortly to help prepare the
course for the US Masters.

As a result of Carl’s success at
Pinehurst, two other students —
Julian Jackson, 20, and John
Stevenson, 21 — are following in

his footsteps and heading for
Pinehurst Resort.

Not pictured but also heading
west are Robin Jackson, 25, who
is going to Fiddlesticks Country
Club in Florida and Chris
Knowles, 21, who is going to the
Double Eagle Club in Ohio. Chris
could not ask for better condi-
tions in which to further his
training, working alongside Mas-
ter Greenkeeper Terry Buchan.

Apart from broken ankle,
Robert’s cup floweth over

One of the golden rules of golf is ‘keep your eye on the ball’. But for
600 greenkeepers that rule has changed.
For them it has become a case of keeping an eye on the hole. Doing
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that has just paid off for Royal
Dornoch course manager Robert
Paterson.

He has just become the first

winner in Britain of a set of

Regal golf clubs presented by
Golf Media, which sells advertis-
ing inside golf holes, with each
golf club in the scheme getting
20% of the advertising revenue.

Golf Media claim 25% of all
golf clubs in Britain have signed
up for the scheme. Robert, 31,
centre, is pictured being pre-
sented with the £500 set of clubs
by Golf Media director James
Horlick, left. Also pictured is
Robert’s colleague, John Duncan.

Robert hasn’t been able to try
out his new clubs yet. The day
after the presentation he broke
his ankle playing squash.

Recently retired course
manager Gerwyn Price is
being sent packing by BIGGA.
As the winner of our draw for
members who recommended
two other people to join, he has
been sent a £600 holiday
voucher. When we told him of
his success, far-flung places
were furthest from his mind.
The former Maesteg GC man
hinted he’d be going places in
this country. “I've never stayed
in a four-star hotel,” he said. “I
might do that for a week with
my wife.”

® Viscount Whitelaw is pic-
tured with Barry Heaney, mak-
ing the draw at BTME.




LE LUBRICANTS STAY ON
YOUR MACHINES - NOT

ON YOUR GREENS!

RECOGNISE THE PROBLEM?
S SRS GRASS ROOTS TRADING COMPANY

Pounding out! — Washing out!

Damaging your precious greens! A REVOLUTION IN GRASS
e SEED IS UPON US!

Annual growth 20cm v Cutting frequency reduced by up to 50% v/
g g frequency Y Up

Performs better with no fertiliser o Very dense ¢ Fine leaf v/
Don’t wash out! — Won’t pOUHd out! High compactness v 100% dark green colour retention v/

Providing Complete protection to the Amazing drought siress tolerance v High disease resistance v/
Close mowing tolerance 5-6mm ¢ Requires little or no irrigation v/

LE’s high performance Almagard greases

equipment !
qrup s I'Cly HHeR Maijor cost benefits v/ Hard wearing v/

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE “NB[“[VAB[[') fnn '"-I[
AN ON SITE DEMONSTRATION EACTS AND Nn:r "E'"IIN
CALL FREE

LUBRICATION SOLUTIONS 01734 771185
0800 71 6095 AD Grass Roots House, 34 Ashton Road, AD

'::: Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 THL o

Barcrown, Bargreen & Baruba o

The best all-round performers for fine turf.

For the hardest wearing close mown turf there's nothing to beat these
top-rated fescues from Barenbrug. Specifically bred for the purpose they
outclass all others.

* .. BARENBRUG |},
/oy, ..,.. great in grass

J Barenbrug UK Ltd
(T i PO Box 2, Rougham Industrial Estate,

/ Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9NW

= o Tel: 0359 270766 Fax: 0359 271021 —
172

‘‘‘‘‘

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL February 1995 37



THE PREMIER

SPRING RND
SUMMER

FORFINE TURF

: “Longlife’ Fine 'Tu ‘
~analyses designed for use on all fine. turf areas

including golf greens, bowhng greens, tennis courts -

and quality ornamental lawns. All the products are
organic, mini-granular, true compound fertilizers

ZENECA
Professionsl Producis

ZENECA

Profeswsional Products

NITROGEN
WITH IRON

FOR FINE TURF

FINEGREEN
NK

FOR FINE TURF

..The% ﬁr?énd Summer and Fmegreen NK products

contain the unique nitrification inhibitor ‘Didin’, so

providing nitrogen overa longer (on average 10 week)

period than that of a conventional fertilizer, as

well as reducing the growth flush, risk of scorch,
and nitrate leaching.

4 containing seaweed extract and trace elements.

ZENECA
Professional Products

longiife

[STANDARD |

AUTUMNFEED
FOR OUTFIELDS AND FAIRWAYS

Standard Hange is for the turf manager who wants a hlgh quality
mini-granule with conventional fertilizer characteristics. They are true com-
pounds in the popular 9:7:7 (Spring & Summer), and 4:12:12 (Autumn) use
analyses. The new addition ‘Cleanrun’ features the two selective herbicides 2,4-D
and mecoprop within the 9:7:7 formulation. ‘Longlife’ Standard Fertilizers can be

used on all playing fields, outfields and other recreational areas.

FIRIEE SO ANALYSIS SISRVICIE

The ‘Longlife’ Soil Analysis Service measures the concentration of the major

nutritional components present in the soil, and is free to ‘Longlife’ customers. To

obtain a ‘Longlife’ Six-pack contact the Zeneca Professional Products Technical
Services Advice Centre on (01428) 645454.

‘Renovator’ contains 2,4-D, dicamba and ferrous sulphate. ‘Longlife’ ‘Cleanrun’ contains 2,4-D and mecoprop. ‘Longlife’, ‘Cleanrun’, ‘Renovator’ and ‘Mini-Gold' are trade marks of Zeneca Limited.
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.



ZENECA

Professionsl Products

ZENECA
Professions) Products

WA \;Léngﬁia'yapo_rgs [Field fertilizers are organic, mini-granular, true compounds
" containing seaweed extract and other trace elements. They all contain the unique
nitrification inhibitor ‘Didin’. The Nitrogen is phase-released over a longer period
of time compared to conventional fertilizers. This prevents lush growth, which

is undesirable for sports field turf, and reduces Nitrate loss by leaching

making the products very economical to use.

ZENECA

Professional Products

ZENECA ZENECA

Professionsl Products Pratossioet el

F il O ittt b
Feedsthe grmes, wils tho weeds

oL MINI-GOLD

et o s o e FOR TORF

—3100—

SULPMUR COATED

onglife’ Preseeder contains d K to encourag ,
growth and better root: development when re-seeding or turfing. ‘Longlife’
‘Mini-Gold’ is a high nitrogen (31:0:0) mini prill SCU fertilizer for use on all turf
types, giving up to 14 weeks of controlled release. Variable application rates
give complete flexibility. ‘Longlife’ Renovator is a new triple action fertilizer

for all turf areas that feeds, weeds and kills moss.

life

FERTILIZERS

ZENECA

Professional Products

Fernhurst, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 3JE

Tel: (01428) 645454




The good news (for greenkeepers
concerned about wear, tear and
compaction) is that for the fourth
consecutive year the proportion of new
golfers (those who have been playing less
than two years) is dropping. In other
words, according to statistics released by
Sports Marketing Surveys, fewer people
are taking up the game. The bad news (for
greenkeepers concerned about wear, tear
and compaction) is that regular golfers are
playing more. In other words, compaction
as a problem is here to stay. Philip Shaw,
head greenkeeper at Royal Norwich Golf
Club, Norwich, gives his views on Golf
Course Enemy Nol.

hroughout the year, compaction occurs
on golf playing surfaces.. With the move
by clubs to encourage play, there is of course

feel uneasy and uncertain as to the reasoning
behind this cultivation.

Clubs should be guided by their on-site
expert, the head greenkeeper, but sadly his
word is often ignored. Aeration is without
doubt a cultivation golf courses cannot get
enough of, and it is this message that requires
getting across to all concerned with golf
clubs.

Areas suffering stress during summer and
excess wear during winter would benefit from
aeration. Golfers, however, only see disrup-
tion; disruption that over a period of time will
show less as the grass plant develops a
deeper, healthier root system.

The need for intense aeration should be a
number one priority when assessing mainte-
nance programmes.

Aeration on greens by various means
should be intensified throughout the more
dormant months of the year. A simple way of

a downside — compaction, a word often used
but not always fully understood. Climatic
conditions throughout the year play their part
in causing compaction. Course type is another
area together with varying soil type.
Generally, compaction occurs in all areas,
and the outcome is not dissimilar in all cases.
To combat the ever increasing threat from
compaction the greenkeeper must in his own
mind be clear of the form this will take. Hav-
ing assessed the best approach this must then
be set against the availability of on-site plant.
Often is the case that clubs engage the ser-
vices of a contractor, or hire the plant for the
job. At most clubs there is often some type of
equipment to aerate, in some cases this may
only be for the smaller areas such as greens

Having assessed machine capability on site,
then the option of hire or purchase has to be
considered. The experienced have normally
carried out such an exercise time and again.
In some cases their requirements are met,
however there are those who still see com-
paction and aeration as separate issues. For
some reason the message never seems to get
across, maybe it never will. Compaction is
responsible for so many problems that, in
turn, go on to affect the playing surfaces.
Whilst conditions play a part in the timing of
aeration operations, it is normally better to
proceed in less than perfect conditions than
to avoid this vital cultivation.

Many do carry out regular aeration, but
etc. there are those who continually are made to

looking at requirements of the grass plant is
to compare with say an agricultural crop;
after harvest the field is ploughed, allowing
air into the soil and relieving compaction,
deep compaction where relief is necessary,
carried out by sub-soil cultivation. Amenity
turf is subject to compaction throughout the
year, movement of air and water through the
rootzone is vital.

Verti-draining carried out on all areas on a
regular basis throughout dormant months,
together with, where possible, complemen-
tary bayonet or slit tine cultivation would do
much to lessen the problems associated with
compaction.

The fight to combat compaction must go
on, this is the message that must be made
clear at all levels.

APPLIED REGULARLY
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GIVE THE BEST
GRASS MANAGERS

¢ Less Top Growth

4 More Dense Cover

4 Extended Root Mass

# Disease Resistance - No Scorch

Shareinyear
round success

01778 380005 (UK) m 04246424 (Ireland)

AD
REF
483

AD
REF
479

SRR
GRASS ROOTS TRADING COMPANY

Germination Aids v/
Wetting Agents v/
Turf v/ Agronomy v/
Spraying v/ _,:;’ugg\otes v

| %

Machinery Sales v/
Casua

Course Furniture v Power Tools v

Grass Seed v/
Course Equipment v/

Germination ¢/
Specialist Products v/
Machinery Hire v/
Storage v Sands v/
Soil Analysis v
Shrubs v/ Spares v/
Lubricants v/

Line Marking v/
Dressings v/
Drainage v Help v/
Pathway Materials v
Tools v Tanks v/
Line Marking v/

“FOR ALL YOUR TURFCARE NEEDS”
Quality v Value v  Choice v Availability v Service v/
Operating hours Monday fo Saturday 7am-9pm
Grass Roots House, 34 Ashton Road,
Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 THL
Tel: (01734) 771185 Fax: (01734) 785116

Animal Repellant v/

Servicing ¢/ Tools %
Health & Safety v/
Fuels v/ Netting v/
Books ¢ Clothing v/
Course Accessories v/

Construction v/

Soils v Trees v/ Irrigation ¢
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The talk of the industry

On the fairway, green, bunker or tee, Ransomes is setting diesel engines. These are the right-weight mowers for

the standard for golf course maintenance equipment. any fairway.

Our wide range of products, innovative engineering and ® The Cushman Truckster is the recognised leader in turf

progressive management team have made Ransomes vehicles which offers a choice of 3 or 4 wheel vehicles and

“The talk of the industry” an unrivalled system of attachments specifically designed

® On the greens the Greensplex 160 with its modern good for the Truckster. Now the Junior Truckster gives you an
looks and ergonomic style offers exceptional quality of cut even more affordable choice.

with traditional petrol or diesel engines. The innovative No wonder Ransomes is the talk of the industry. Call for further

E-Plex offers freedom from noise and no risk of information or a demonstration to see for yourself the outstanding
hydraulic oil leaks. benefits of our value for money products.
® The Fairway 300 has set new standards for fairway mowing

and Ransomes has now introduced a new lightweight

mower, the Fairway 250 with a choice of 23, 28 and 33 hp

Phone free for details on

0500 026208

RANSOMES
CUSHMAN
RYAN

Setting the standard S
9

Ransomes, Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG. Tel: 01473 270000. Fax: 01473 276300



BOOK REVIEWS

Four of our top young
greenkeepers look at four new
books to come to the UK from
the USA. These books are now
available from BIGGA
headquarters.

HANDBOOK OF INTEGRATED
PEST MANAGEMENT FOR
TURF AND ORNAMENTALS
Edited by Anne Leslie

Published by Lewis Publishers
Normal price: £61.50

Price to BIGGA members: £46.00
This book sets out to address the
problems faced by turf managers
in the current “environmentally
friendly” trends of today. It goes
into great detail about the need
for better cultural controls for turf
pests and diseases found on golf
courses.

Since the banning of effective
and cheap(!) pesticides such as
Chlordane, 1 for one have had a
greater problem in controlling
casting worms, for example.

Greenkeepers over recent years
(since perhaps the advent of

colour TVs) have had ever
increasing pressure to present
their course to even higher stan-
dards for an ever longer “playing
season”. This has led head green-
keepers being pressurised into
using quick fixes to sustain their
turf and perhaps using chemicals
to achieve this end. Now with
environmentalists looking for
ways to reduce the amount of
chemicals used, there is a distinct
need to use an “integrated pest
management” technique to curb
the use of synthetic fertilisers,
chemicals and water, and to use
Nature’s own remedies.

This 660-page book, although
based on the USAs environment
and its pests and diseases, does
however cover pests and diseases
found on this side of the pond. It
is therefore essential reading for
all turf managers and students
coming into this profession.

The information in this book is
realistic enough to recognise that
the use of chemicals cannot be
ruled out entirely, but with careful
planning and husbandry we can

greatly reduce their usage.

The book also covers the life
cycle of many of the pests and dis-
eases found in turf and trees and
therefore gives a better insight
into how we can control these
problems.

Mark Webb, head greenkeeper
at Alresford GC, Hampshire

LANDSCAPE RESTORATION
HANDBOOK

Wiritten by Donald Harker;

Sherri Evans, Mare Evans and

Kay Harker

Published by Lewis Publishers
Normal price: £65

Price to BIGGA members: £48.50
This is an in-depth and informa-
tive reference book to meet the
needs of not only those working
on existing landscapes but also
those who are embarking on a
new project.

The book is well set out into
specific chapters, including design
methods, restoration/ maintenace
of existing naturalised areas, the
creation of new areas and an
extremely detailed plant list,

Integrated

which is set out in table form
somewhat similar to the STRI
seed booklet.

The reader is able to select a
chapter within the book that is
applicable to their own specific
situation or use the complete
book with reference to a complete
project.

The book also encourages the
co-operation of adjoining land
owners along with the relative
authorities to work together in
preparing an overall improvement
plan for a given region, rather
than just a small plot of land
within that region.

Although this would take a
great deal of time and effort from
all concerned, the information
within the handbook covers the
formulation of a plan to the com-
pleted project.

The book has been written for
the USA but the principles within

Leie s
s

There'll be no tell-tale impressions left when these greenkeepers have finished. lightest and quietest of rides, giving a consistent, smooth cut with the mower

Just precision-cut, immaculate greens with the minimum turf compaction or  set to within a thousandth of an inch. The powerful Reelsmaster 5100

damage. They know they can rely on the Greensmaster 3000 Series for the  completes the picture on the fairway. Further example of how we've worked
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Landscape Restoration
HANDBOOK

the book are relevant to the UK
and with thorough reading all the
natural regions of the UK can be
found.

In conclusion, I think that the
Landscape Restoration Handbook
could be a valuable source of ref-
erence not only to greenkeepers
and their committees but to any-
body with an interest in enhancing
the environment around them.
Paul Pearse, course manager at
Stockport GC, Cheshire

MANAGING TURFGRASS
PESTS

Written by Thomas LW Satschke,
Peter H Dernoeden,

David J Shetlar

Published by Lewis Publishers
Normal price: £57.50

Price to BIGGA members: £42.50
When I read the book, I thought
that whilst the first section was
very interesting it was of limited

Managing
[urfgrass Pests

value to a greenkeeper managing
a course in this country. This was
due mainly to the majority of
grass and weed species not being
common to the UK.

I found the section on Turfgrass
Diseases (Section 2) to be of
much more interest, especially the
cultural practices and the environ-
mental and biological control
methods. This is important to me
especially as I manage a site of
Special Scientific Interest where
my dependence upon pesticides
and herbicides is strictly limited.
As a result of all the recent con-
cern about the environment and
“what we are doing to it”, it seems
that more and more course man-
agers/greenkeepers will need to
revert back to cultural practices as
opposed to opening a bottle.

When I got to Section 3 which
deals with Insects and Mites, I
began to realise just how lucky we

£ Golf Course
3 anagement
[ <Construction

are in the UK as we only have to
worry about a small proportion of
pests that other countries are
smitten with. However, this sec-
tion does cover life cycles and
habits that can assist us in our
control efforts.

Overall I felt that the book was
a very good reference but the
price of £57.50 (£42.50 for
BIGGA members) would, I feel, be
better spent on literature that con-
centrates on situations more rele-
vant to greenkeeping in the UK.
This book is superb for anyone
wishing to move to the USA or
attain a greater understanding of
what our counterparts across the
ocean have to contend with.
Stefan Antolik, head
greenkeeper at Cooden Beach
Golf Club, East Sussex

GOLF COURSE MANAGEMENT
AND CONSTRUCTION

- ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Edited by James C Balogh and
William J Walker

Published by Lewis Publishers
Normal price: £57.00

Price to BIGGA members: £42.50
This 950-page book has been
edited by two American
researchers, James C Balogh, a
senior research soil scientist, and
William J Walker, a senior inor-
ganic geochemist, and includes
the work of more than a dozen
researchers.

Nearly half the pages comprise
references and tables on topics
such as aquatic and terrestrial tox-
icity with the information being
largely irrelevant to the UK.

As a keen collector of books on
turf management and greenkeep-
ing, this is one which I would
avoid. For some people in the
industry it may be suitable as the
ultimate reference work, but it
will not find a place on the desk
of a practical greenkeeper.
Richard Barker, course
manager at Kirby Muxloe GC,
Leicestershire

to provide you with the precision engineered tools needed to create perfect

playing surfaces, beautifully. Give us a call. Wed like to walk your course with

you and recommend the best machine to meet your pI'CCiSC needs. You can

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 0480 476971 FACSIMILE 0480 216167

trust Toro quality. To leave the right impression
simply telephone 0480 476971 and we will

arrange for a local dealer to contact you.
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Bringing perfection
to play.



It takes time to build a solid reputation for performance and

reliability.

But when turf diseases strike, time is the last thing you've got.

ROVRAL GREEN'S active ingredient iprodione, gives immediate,
effective and long lasting control of a wide range of turf diseases

including Fusarium patch, Red thread and Dollar spot.

56 RHONE-POULENC

With its rapid contact action and special rainfast formulation,
ROVRAL GREEN 1is unaffected by changing weather conditions,
making it equally reliable all year round, but especially powerful
during the cooler months when there is little or no grass growth.

So it's little wonder that after 11 years at the top, the reliability,
performance and reputation of ROVRAL GREEN still makes it the
number one choice of UK turf professionals.

Rhone-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119.
ROVRAL GREEN CONTAINS IPRODIONE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.

DISTRIBUTED BY: Bournemouth Co. Dublin
Banbridge, Co Down Roffey Brothers Ltd Unichem Ltd
James Coburn Tel: 01202 537777 Tel: 01 835 1499
& Sons Ltd Bristol Colchester,
Tel: 018206 62207 Avoncrop Essex
Basingstoke Amenity Kings Horticulture
Sta-Brite Supplies Ltd Products. Ltd.
Tel: 01256 811811 Tel: 01934 820868 Tel: 01787 223300
aAp Birmingham Cheshire Dublin
REF E.T. Breakwell Ltd County Amenity. Spray Chem Ltd
59 Tel: 0121 733 3344 01925 758886 Tel: 01 830 9099

Glasgow Lancashire Suffolk

Richard Aitken Gem Professional R.E. Rushbrook & Son

(Seedsmen) Ltd Tel: 01254 393321 Tel: 01473 830273

Tel: 0141 440 0033 Midlothian Yorkshire

Home Counties Stewart & Co Aitken's W

Driving Force Leisure Seedsmen Ltd Sportsturf Ltd - 3
(Europe) Ltd Tel: 0131 663 6617 Tel: 01977 E y

Tel: 01508 528828 Shropshire 681155 BIEEA
s Amen"y o Rhéne Poulenc is a Golden Key Clrcle member GOLDEN KEY
Eden Park Ltd Services Ltd. of the Greenkeeper Education and CIRCLE
Tel: 01795 471583 Tel: 01952 641949 Development Fund

FOR A TOP PERFORMANCE, USE THE TOP PERFORMER. ROVRAL GREEN.



Richard Fry, a consultant to a
number of companies and
organisations within the
industry, looks at the benefits
of using a spray pattern
indicator.

With today’s  increased
emphasis on environmen-
tal regulations, personal responsi-
bility and budgetary constraints,
the need to improve the quality
and consistency of spray applica-
tions is more important than ever
before.

Throughout the last five years,
under the umbrella of COSHH, a
succession of much needed leg-
islative requirements affecting the
purchase, transportation, storage,
application and disposal of pesti-
cides and associated chemical
products have been implemented
by golf club management com-
mittees. Their purpose has been
to help make the golf course a
much safer place for both players
and employees, and the general
public at large. Much has been

TO A BETTER SPRAY

achieved in controlling the mis-
use of pesticides and significant
steps have been taken in the fos-
tering of a more responsible atti-
tude to the wider environmental

needs of the course itself.

In addition, major advances
have been made in chemical
application technology involving

Standards Organisation (ISO)
and the Committee for European
Standardisation (CEN). Comput-
erised controls and safety fea-

tures on modern

spraying

: i i such bodies as the International i

tume of tank sizes 200-1500 Itr

. Choice of boom width 4m-12mwith
optional 3m walk boom

e
=<HARDI =

it’s the results that count...

Contact the experts NOW on 0455 233811
HARDI LTD - 4/5 WATLING CLOSE - SKETCHLEY MEADOWS - HINCKLEY - LEICS LE10 3EX - TEL 0455 233811 - FAX 0455 233815
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machine are now the norm not
the exception.

Yet, despite all the legislative
controls designed to protect and
preserve and the technology
introductions that have advanced
and improved sprayer safety and
application technique greenkeep-
ers, in the final analysis, still have
to rely on sight and ‘experience’
when judging the accuracy and
direction of the spray when
applied to the target surface.

Estimating accurately the cor-
rect application of chemical solu-
tions comprising of up to 95%
water is very difficult as the spray
becomes virtually invisible when
applied to turf. This invisibility
makes it impossible for the opera-
tor to follow the spray line accu-
rately on the return pass. It is also
impossible to recognise missed
areas when spot-treating with a
knapsack or hand lance.

Field research surveys have
shown that, on average, spray
operators using boom sprayers
commonly overlap their spray
applications 20% more than is

necessary to obtain the desired
result. This is not only a wasteful
use of chemicals and a potentially
damaging practice on turf, it is

also an unnecessary contamina-
tion of the soil and the local envi-
ronment. In the case of knapsack
applications the overlap is consid-

Total weed control is more accurate

erably higher as it is common
practice to see operators ‘sweep’
the same area a second or third
time resulting in double dosing to
factors of 200%-300%, and more!
In the past, greenkeepers have
relied on a range of dubious,
impractical and labour intensive
practices designed to minimise
spray overlap and achieve a level
of acceptable spray accuracy.

The drawing of lengths of chain
across the grass, attached to the
ends of the spray booms, was one
method used to indicate the mar-
gins of the spray swath. Better
than nothing it may have been
but any observer watching the
chains snaking across a fairway,
constantly being knocked off line
by every hump and hollow, soon
realised that the chain markings
did not reflect the true spray mar-
gin and if followed encouraged
mis-application. The practice was
also a potentially hazardous oper-
ation in terms of possible damage
to machines and equipment and is
not a practice anyone would rec-
ommend when spraying greens!

/)~ o

QUALITY BUILT

for ACCURATE and

FAST SPRAYING
of fertilisers,
fungicides and

weedkillers on
FINE TURF
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THE PROFESSIONAL APPROACH
=70 PRECISION SPRAYING

To meet the demands of professional groundsmen,
this elite British-made product is specifically
designed for extremely accurate and economical
treatment of fine turf areas — saving time, effort
and money. The unique, maintenance-free Walkover
pump, powered by the forward movement of the
wheels, applies a full tank of liquid at walking pace
from 600 to 1,000 sq. yds. Four pneumatic tyres
distribute its weight to ensure no velvet sward can
possibly be defaced. No engine to service ... No
running costs.

@ Fully adjustable handle height
@ 36 inch spray width

@ 25 litre tank capacity

@ £549.95 inc. VAT

/%YERS\
AL

LEN o

Allen Power Equipment Ltd, Dept G| , The Broadway, Didcot, l

Oxon OX11 8ES

WALKOVER TURF CARE

MACHINES
Allen Power Equipment Ltd

Dept Gl, The Broadway, Didcot,
xon OX11 8ES Tel: (01235) 813936

Please send Allen Walkover details |

Name

Address |
Postcode |

Telephone

Tick if demonstration required []

GL.2.95



Another highly inaccurate
method of spray pattern marking,
still widely used today, is for an
assistant member of the green-
keeping staff to follow the spray-
ing machine around and position
himself, in sight of the operator
holding up a cane to mark the
margin of the spray swath. Not
only does this practice tie up a
valuable labour resource that
could be better utilised in more
productive areas but also exposes
the person to unnecessary risk of
spray contamination. At the very
least this person, to ensure his
personal protection and comply
with current Health and Safety
legislation, must be fully kitted
out with all the protective cloth-
ing as that required to be worn by
the spray operator.

A further method of marking of
the spray swath, widely used in
agriculture, is the foam bout
marker or ‘blob’ marker. A spe-
cialist piece of equipment is
mounted on the spraying
machine and when filled with a
foam making mixture dribbles
out, at intervals, ‘blobs’ of foam
which mark the edges of the
boom. Though clever in its con-
ception, this method is more
suited to the extensive fields of
agriculture rather than recre-
ational turf. Golfers do not take
kindly to seeing their fairways
festooned with dribbles of foam
everywhere and the method is
completely impractical for obvi-
ous reasons on greens. An addi-
tional constraint to using this
machinery is cost. A typical price
paid for a foam bout marker
would be £650. Added to this
price is the cost of the foam mak-
ing chemical, set-up and clean
down time of the equipment and
its on-going maintenance. Even if
a case could be made that the
‘blob” method provided the opera-
tor, on wide open fairways at
least, with some guidance on
spray bout width, it does not
identify any skips or misses due
to uneven ground or reveal prob-
lems due to faulty spray nozzles.

It may have been argued in
times past that the chain, cane or
‘blob” method of spray identifica-
tion was better than nothing.
However, none of these alterna-
tives have widespread appeal and
each have their detractors who
see them as flawed.

An alternative to the methods
previously described is the use of
a spray pattern indicator which

Greens, tees and fairways: cost savings obtained across a range of commonly used pesticides

Product | Rovral Rimidin Daconil| Super Clovotox Supertox | Twister Castaway | Crossfire | Super
Green Turf |Verdone 30 Flow Plus Mosstox

Use Fungicide Control Selective Weed Control Worm Control Insecticide | Mosskiller

Rates

of use 2ltr 1ltr 3ltr 10Itr 11ltr 11ltr 16.5ltr 10ltr 3ltr 50Itr

Cost of

product |£57.40 | £78.00 | £52.22 | £59.60 | £54.34 | £53.75 |£214.00 | £194.64 £74.80 £562.00

Extra

(A) cost

of 20%

overlap [£11.48 | £15.60 | £10.44 | £11.92 | £10.87 | £10.75 | £42.78 | £38.93 £14.96 £112.40

Total

spray

solution | 50ltr 50ltr 50ltr 200Itr 100Itr 100ltr 1000ltr 500Itr 200Itr 600Itr

Rate of

Blazon | 124ml 124ml | 124ml | 500ml | 250ml 250ml 2.51tr 1.25Itr 500ml 1.5ltr

Cost of

(B)

Blazon | £1.66 £1.66 £1.66 £6.62 £3.31 £331 £33.12 | £16.60 £6.62 £19.87

Savings

on (C)

chemical

costs

A-B=C | £9.82 | £13.94 | £8.78 £5.30 £7.56 £7.44 £9.65 £22.33 £8.34 £92.53

NOTE: in the case of Rovral, Rimidin and Daconil savings have been made over an area of 1,000 sq.m. (1,200 sq.yd). For all other

products the savings are over 10,000 sq.m. (12,000 sq.yd). In every example, across a range of commonly used pesticides, major

savings have been achieved by adding a spray pattern indicator, in this case Blazon, to the spray solution. By reducing unnecessary

and wasteful spray overlap application is more accurate, effective and environmentally responsible.

when added to the spray solution
and applied to the turf can be
easily seen by the spray operator.
This method has the attraction of
being simple, highly effective,
provides no risk to either the
operator or the environment,
requires no capital investment
and in the majority of instances
will pay for itself in the savings
made on reducing the amount of
chemical applied.

Major formulation advances
have been made in colourant
technology since the early 1980s
when greenkeepers, fed up with
the impractical and uneconomical
alternatives of spray swath mark-
ing, were obtaining industrial dye
products as spray indicators.
Unfortunately, all of these dyes
were based on formulations used
in the industrial textile process
and were found to be totally
unsuitable as they caused not
only long-term staining of golf
shoes, balls, adjacent walkways,
fencing and stone work but also
the equipment and the operators
themselves. Similar formulations
are still being sold today.

It was around this time that
Milliken Chemical, a USA
research based company, identi-
fied the problems associated with
the industrial dye products and,
through the technology at their
disposal, formulated ‘Blazon’, a
speciality, water soluble, organic
polymeric colourant. ‘Blazon’,
now one of several spray pattern
indicators on the market, is not a
dye, does not stain and is easily
washed from hands and clothing
if accidental contact is made with
the concentrate. When added to

the spray solution a temporary
dark green colour of the turf is
produced, allowing operators to
easily see where they have - or
have not — sprayed. The colour

tion — or even sunlight alone.
Modern spray pattern indica-
tors can simply be added to the
spray solution directly as a liquid,
with the advantage that the oper-
ator can select the dilution rate

disappears completely and natu-
rally following rain, dew, irriga-

best suited to the conditions and

TR ORI EAND
coNTRACT
SPRAYING

For Selective Weed
Control on Fairways and
Sports Fields EEEEEEEuE

A large number of golf
courses and schools regularly
use our contract services and
are pleased with the results.

Why? Because:

@ We start early and finish early, with minimum disruption to play.

® Our operators understand the game and how to behave properly on a
course.

® We know pesticides and what will give the best result for your situation.
® We are cost effective and can supply and apply for little more than you
will pay for the pesticides from the usual trade outlets.

® We save all the bother imposed by legislation, COSHH assessments,
operator spraying records and health monitoring, pesticide storage and
usage records, disposal of used pesticide containers, operators’ certificates of
competence, sprayer calibration to name but a few!

@ We carry out the job accurately and professionally with purpose built
equipment leaving your staff free to get on with their routine jobs.

Contact ALS for a quotation for your spraying requirements
without obligation or for references from other golf courses or
schools we spray.

ﬁ 01952 641949 Fax: 247369

Let ALS
take the
bother out
of the job!

AMENITY LAND SERVICES, LONG LANE,
WELLINGTON, TELFORD, TF6 6HA
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his personal colour preference or,
as a liquid in pre-measured water
soluble sachets. By monitoring
the visual pattern made by the
spray indicator on the turf the
operator can ensure that prob-
lems of missed areas, repeat
spraying, turf damage and double
dosing due to overlap are elimi-
nated. In addition the operator
will be able to detect immediately
any problems such as worn,
faulty or clogged nozzles. By
eliminating spray overlap alone
the cost of the spray indicator is
offset by the amount of chemical
saved (see table on Page 47).
From an environmental point
of view, the use of a spray pattern
indicator is an invaluable aid in
eliminating the wasteful use of
pesticides and preventing exces-
sive build-up of undesirable
chemicals in the soil. For
instance, a spray pattern indica-
tor is an ideal aid to spot treating
areas that would normally
require an overall spray as the
operator can selectively treat only
those areas in need of treatment,

one of the best ways to reduce
the amount of chemical applied.
In addition, these products can
assist with cleaning out spray
equipment after use because
when the colour has disappeared

from the water pumped through
after spraying, the operator can
be confident that the equipment
has been completely flushed
through the system.

Spray pattern indicators are

also ideal training aids for green-
keepers taking their Spray Opera-
tors Training examination and
should be regarded as standard
practice for all spray applications
on turf.

“eltea .
e
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The long and the short of it

For the soundest advice on seed selection for your golf course, call in the J-Team.

Our J-Range mixtures are produced from outstanding leading varieties and backed with years of
technical know how. The long and the short of it is you should talk to Johnsons today or send for

your comprehensive guide to Sport and Amenity Mixtures.
Unsurpassable for everything grassable. THE Em

W W Johnson & Son Lid
- London Road, Boston, Lincs

Tel: (01205) 365051 Fax: (01205) 359857

Jnhnsnns Seeds
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Buyers Guide

The most cost-effective way of reaching readers of Greenkeeper International.
Simply ring Bill Lynch on 091 413 7218, Carol Dutton or Louise Lunn on

0347 838581 and ask about an alphabetical category listing: the cost

starts from the equivalent of under £25 per month.

Aerators

AERATORS

Problems with dirty water or algae
bloom? Let Otterbine clean-up your
lakes and ponds.

The world leader in water quality
management.

Available from leading irrigation
companies. Full details from:

S.G.l. Sales

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough LE16 9PQ
Tel: 0858 463153 ¢ Fax: 0858 410085

PSD AGRONOMY LTD

A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY
SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB
and GREENKEEPER

+ Cont ent of
Exunslons and New Courses

+ Site Management and Problem
Diagnosis on Existing Courses

+ Technical Advice and Support
all year round

« Soil and Turf Analysis

For turther information contact.
David Stansfield or John Hacker
42 Garstang Road, Preston PR1 1NA
Tel: (0772) 884450 Fax: 884445

YOU'RE ONTO A WINNER WITH

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

Tind three tiny
£50 motes -
win 4 redl one, for free!

HERE WE GO with another chance to WIN £50 with Greenkeeper
International!

All you have to do is take a look at this £50 note
symbol. Now look through the ads in the Buyers’
Guide section and spot THREE of them — they've been

reduced in size, but they’re there, somewhere!

Write down the names of the three ads where the £50 notes
are located and send your entries on a postcard to: Note the Notes
Competition, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York, North
Yorkshire Y06 2NF, to be received by first post Friday March 3, 1995.
The first correct entry drawn after that date will win £50.
It could be YOU! Enter today — and Note the Notes!

Judges’ decision is final. Not open to BIGGA staff.

All Weather Walkways

ALL WEATHER
WALKWAYS

Limit turf damage with a
natural woodfibre walkway.

* Free draining

Soft and quiet tread
Engineered particle size
Blends into the landscape
Expert construction advice

Dormit—
For further information
please call us on
Cirencester (0285) 860781/2

Animal Repellents

fAlRwAYS

DISCREET CONTROL

CONSULTANCY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING

Kabbits & Motes . ..
Care /ﬁa//&n s

SPRINGER HOUSE + WINDMILL LANE
KEMBLE * CIRENCESTER GLOS * GL7 6AN

TEL:0285 770919
FAX: 0285 770910

SCUTTLE"

ANIMAL REPELLENT
Up to ten weeks protection from
browsing by rabbits from a single,
effective spray application.
For product leaflet and the name
of your nearest distributor call

= 0734 510033 =%

Fax: 0734 510044

e you buy

Arboriculture

December’s lucky winner in our competition was
Mr LJ Armstrong, course manager at the Grosvenor
Estate. January winner was Leslie Salmon, first assistant

at Dorking GC. Winner of the festive puzzle was
Mr M Forrester, course manager at Stapleford Abbotts GC.

Artificial Grass

Worting H
Cﬂ « Tree Spade Hire s _'"g e
« Semi Mature R c E Basingstoke
Trees supplied = Hants RG23 8PY
* Mulches M Tel: 0256 811014
supplied
Ring for colour ©® COURSE CONSTRUCTION ®
brechures
@ SYNTHETIC GRASS TEES @
Iver, Bucks, SLO 9LA @ WINTER GREENS @
Tel 0753 652022 @ ADVENTURE GOLF @
Fax 0753 653007

7 LEY
m IPRRP i 0257 269983/269069

i o e et G

UNIT 25, COWLING MILL
COWLING BROW ‘

CHOR
LANCASHIRE PR6 0QG  {

Fax: 0257 261064

SPORTS

Associate of the British Institute of Golf Course Architects

\@‘me— Agrochemicals Ltd., Worcester

LIMITED

e e A

i ¢ VERDE TEE FRAME
!
{

JONATHAN
GAUNT

B.A. (Hons.) Dip L.A.

Steel platform, woven grass top.

¢ VERDE WINTER TEE

Generous size, self-install kit.

b e i S K L A i

GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT { ¢ VERDE DRIVING MATS
From feasibility studies to complete } Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices.
design projects including contract ‘1‘- ¢ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
supervision ‘ °
40C NORWICH ROAD FOREST GATE DRwFlﬁﬁbEﬁm‘s)m?ﬂP i et
LONDON E7 9JH 4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE

TEL: 081 555 8577 FAX: 081519 6163 4 BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.
L Please call for samples & information ‘
T ¢ b TN o ARG e o

ClICq,  PATHFORM

"\T % =0 Hardwood
Chips

ng for samples
and colour brochure

Iver, Bucks, SLO 9LA
Tel 0753 652022

Fax 0753 653007
M & B SUPPLIES

Walkway Chips,
Softwood Bark - All Grades,
Fertilizers, Composts, Peat,

Horticultural Sundries

Baths Road, Longton,
Stoke-on-Trent
Staffordshire. ST3 2JQ

Telephone 0782 593233

Black Layer

BLACK LAYER
TREATMENT AND
GREEN CIRCLE
The biological way to:
Degrade Black Layer
Increase Root Depth
Degrade Thatch
Reduce Fertiliser Needs
Combat Disease
‘Tel: 081 669 0011 or Scotland 031 6636617

Ireland: 01266 654089 East Anglia: 0787
269292 Wales/South West: 0202 537777

NNESS

BRIDGES
Pedestrian and Vehicular
REVETMENTS
SHEET PILING
SHELTERS

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS
NEW POTTER GRANGE ROAD, GOOLE
NORTH HUMBERSIDE DN14 6XF
wlephone (01405) 766060 fax (01405) 768622

Buildings

..mﬂ i ”

Club Houses
Driving Range Buildings
GREENKEEPERS STORES DESIGNED TO INCLUDE:

As Required
o y Storage & P
# Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage
# Offices and Staff Mess Rooms
# Any other specialist usages
FREE initial designs and costings
PLEASE CONTACT

I van J Cooper Ltd
Steel Framed Buildings
Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET
Tel: 0538 702282 Fax: 0538 702662
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PHOENIX
SPORTS TURF
S8  SERVICES

COCKLESHELLS

Delivered Nationwide

“SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY FINE TURF,
CONSTRUCTION SOILS, ROOT ZONES &
DRESSINGS”

Tel: 01229 468001
Fax: 01229 468002

Tell the industry of your products
and services, through an
advertisement in greenkeeping’s
top magazine GREENKEEPER
INTERNATIONAL

Chemical Disposal

CHEMICAL & EMPTY
CONTAINER DISPOSAL
A PROBLEM?
ENVIROGREEN offer a Specialist
Pesticide Disposal Service for both
full and empty Container disposal.
Also Record Books, Signs, Chemical

& Fuel Stores and Protective Clothing

ENVIROGREEN Limited
Maxwell Hart Building Centre
PO Box 298, Lightwater,

Surrey GU18 5HH
Registration No: BRL/05342
Tel: 0345 125398

GRUNDON

Grundon can provide safe
disposal for pesticides and
herbicides and all chemical
wastes. For more information
on how Grundon can help
with your “Duty of Care”
telephone 01491 834311

LAND UNIT

CONSTRUCTION
AR T R T e B,

Hanslope, Milton Keynes, MK19 7BX
Telephone: 01908 510414
Fax: 01908 511056

HAVE YOU FOUND THE TINY £50
NOTES YET? Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note! Get searching!

ASHWELLS ROAD, BENTLEY
BRENTWOOQOD, ESSEX CM15 9SR

TEL: (0277) 373720
FAX: (0277) 374834

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS

Tim Banks, Secretary, BAGCC,
Angel Court, Dairy Yard, High Street,
Market Harborough LE16 7NL.

Tel: 0858 464346

=
=
C.). Collins
Construction
Golf Course Contractors

Specialists in complete
construction, or green,
tee, bunker and
drainage refurbishments

§ "1@ Burgess Hill, West Sussex

sBASC: Tel: 0444 242993
e Fax: 0444 247318

David Hemstock
Associates dk
Ry

Consultants on:
@ Golf Course
upgrading
©® New Course development

] ?«mhm in irrigation,
rainage, contour and
environmental surveys.

Suite 4d, East Mill, Bridgefoot, Belper,
Derbyshire DE5 1XF.

Tel: 0773 827115 Fax: 0773 821083
Mobile: 0850 744957

~IMPERIAL LANDSCAPES
Fine Turf & Golf Course Consultants
# Tel: (0234) 851651 ¢ (0908) 615680
@ Mobile: 0836 767940 ... 0836 65703ﬁ

Moreton Lodge, Moorland,
~__ Bromham, Beds MK43 8LU

Course Accessories
GOLF COURSE
( ACCESSORIES

IRELAND’S LEADING GOLF
COURSE EQUIPMENT &
ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER

FOR MORE INFORMATION
TEL: (01247) 271163
FAX: (01247) 471136

Whitnell Contracts Ltd

Golf Course Constructors

e, Woodlands, Ellis Road
K3

{ Boxted, Colchester
e%. /l Essex CO4 5RN
= Tel: (0206) 272834

Fax: (0206) 272104
Mobile: 0860 421074

G .
CONSTRUCTION AND
REFURBISHMENT
CONTRACTOR

For all your design and
construction requirements
47A lona Street, Edinburgh EH6 8SR
Tel: 031 555 1799 Fax: 031 555 3271

Michael
Lowe
& Assoc1ates

GOLF COURSE DESIGN,
CONSTRUCTION & CONSULTANCY

Design only, complete construction or
any stage in between, including
Drainage.

Pro-Shop, 72 Bryniau Road,
Liandudno, Gwynedd
Tel: (01492) 876878 Fax: (01492) 872420

BIG
BUNKERS?

Then take a tip from
Tommy Tacit and try the
new lightweight
Big Bird bunker rake.
Large 24” braced head
6’ x 13" GRP shaft

“TACIT"

TACIT MANUFACTURERS
RUGBY, ENGLAND

Tel: 01788 568818

Drainage

A\\ AGRIPOWER

LTD

Construction
Drainage
Stone Picking
Verti-Draining

Tel: (01494) 866776

SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service
Contact Geoff Sleath
Tel: (0709) 862109 Fax: (0709) 862075

Golf Courses
and

A Sportsfields
/ \ % Drainage
/ I/ \| * Construction

\ * Water Mains

* Fin Drains

* Approved sand,
gravel and pipe
supplied

Sunnyside, Blairadam, by Kelty,
Fife KY4 OHY
Tel: (0383) 830217

Fax: (0383) 831771

WHITE HORSE

CONTRACTORS LTD
SPORTSTURF
OXFORD (01865) 736272

Driving Range Equipment

[
Pattisson

Established 1896
H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD
Suppliers of quality golf course and driving range
equipment
Comprehensive range of products

from leading manufacturers.
# Ball dispensers # Elevators 4 Ball Washers
# Range Mats # Baskets, Balls, Tees, etc
# Course furnishings from the tee to the green

Contact lain Richardson — Mobile 0850 850860
342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds L.U4 8NU

Tel: 01582 597262 « Fax: 01582 505241

RANGE SERVANT Kk L.

ANEW uk subsidiary of
Range Servant of Sweden AB,
Europe's market leader for

GOLF RANGE EQUIPMENT

Ball Di: 1! and W
Play Off Mats ond Winter Tee Mats.

AUTOMATIC TEE-UP UNIT

Phone/Fax 0442 834242

Mobile 0585 468624
4 Arden Close, Bovingdon HP3 0QS

b Fax: 01788 537485 7
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DRIVING RANGE SUPPLIES

EASY PICKER

Europe Ltd

GOLF DRIVING
RANGE EQUIPMENT

Upgrade your practice area using the
world’s most popular range ball picker.
Also suppliers of ball dispensers, ball
washers, top quality range mats and
winter tees.

Tel: 0508 528828

Fax: 0508 520909




Environmental Products

For natiwl end
TN MmNt/
soluzions to gor

you 1ol
CONTRCL:
farmura

Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford,
Kent TN27 9DU
Tel: 0233 756241 Fax: 0233 756419

<D

FERTILISERS
COMING TO THE UK SOON!

For more information contact:

Scotts UK Ltd
(formerly Grace Sierra UK)
61 Longhborough Road,
West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7LA
Tel: 0115 9455100 Fax: 0115 9455311

Golf Course Supplies

STRIKE
TOP TURF
BULK SUPPLIES

Dressings, Soils & Sands | Pathways
Top Dressings Wood Fibre, Coloured
Root Zones Wood Fibre, available bagged
Screened Soils Woodchip, all grades
Sands HMC Bark, all grades
Moneystone, etc. Cockle Shells
Tree Planting Composts
Keen Prices Quoted Y& Express Delivery
Phone or Fax 0161 456 7109
Mobile: 0831 639798

Grass Cutting Equipment

EX DEMONSTRATION

AND TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED
GOLF COURSE MACHINERY AVAILABLE
FROM STOCK

RYAN  HAYTER

m JACOBSEN

BEAVER

SISIS cusHmAaN
VERTI-DRAIN

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY ARRANGED
Phone for a full catalogue NOW
GREENSWARD

ENGINEERING COMPANY
Manor Farm, Otley Road, Adel,
Leeds LS16 7AL, England

Tel: (0532) 676000

Martin
——Brothens

TOP QUALITY,
TOP SERVICE

Distributors of

Cheshire Quality
Top Dressings,
Root Zones and

Tee Mixture

MoneyStone

Bunker Sand

Britain’s best,
head and

shoulders above
the rest

Par-Link Red
Pathway Gravel
ideal link from
Green to Tee,
any course
anywhere <
W
A

Turf o)
. N Management

for
PRE-GERMINATED GRASS SEED
“LIQUID SOD” SPRAY ON GRASS
TOP DRESSINGS
GRASS SEED
FERTILISERS
HERBICIDES
HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS
and
All Turfcare Materials

Dromenagh Farm,
Sevenhills Road, Iver Heath,
Bucks SLO OPA
Tel: 0895 834411
Fax: 0895 834892

( GERSON )

Grass Seed

QUALITY AMENITY
GRASS SEEDS

& WILD FLOWERS

119 Holloway Head,
Birmingham B1 1QP

IRRIGATION CONTROL

Design * Supply * Install » Service

INSTALLATION AND SERVICE
OF IMPACT AND GEAR DRIVE
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
THROUGHOUT THE UK
England Scotland
Winsford, Cheshire Milnathort, Kinross
Tel: 01606 558927 Tel: 01577 863028

IRRIGATION under CONTROL

L 4‘0RTECH

SYSTEMS LTD.

TURF IRRIGATION
SPECIALISTS

We offer full design, Installation
and After Sales Service
Hortech Systems Ltd,
Hallgate, Holbeach,
Spalding, Lincs PE12 7LG
Tel: 0406 426513

atermation

Manufacturers, designers
and installers of

GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION
FOR 24 YEARS
Tongham Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU12 4AA
Tel: 0252 336838
Fax: 0252 336808

Hunfer

The Irrigation Innovators

Full range including
Valve-in-Head from

S.G.l. Sales

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 410085
NOW YOU HAVE A CHOICE!

T. & G. TURF
IRRIGATION SERVICES

38 Halfpenny Lane, Knaresborough,
North Yorkshire HG5 ONS

Tel & Fax: (0423) 864963
Full member of B.T.LIA.

>R

TORO

Installation

7
Qd ."oé & Service
N.E. England, Yorkshire,
N. Lincs, N. Derbys, N. & S. Humberside
Contact: E.B. & L. Simms
Tel: (0765) 602175 Fax: (0765) 603488
Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close,
Dallamires Lane, Ripon,
N. Yorks HG4 1TT

{7

Tel: 021 631 2303
Fax: 021 633 0281

HAVE YOU FOUND THE TINY £50
NOTES YET? Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note! Get searching!

PROBLEM AREAS?
Scan-Seeding is
the answer

Our unique, mulch-free
hydroseeding system will
solve your seeding problems
on difficult areas such as
banks, slopes or where soil
erosion may occur.

The unique Scan-Binder soil
stabiliser ensures that the
seed stays in position until

germination and
establishment.

Call us now for more
details and a quotation on

0372 749909
FSCANTSEED)

(UK)LIMITED
Franchises available

Making sure your
Golf Irvigation system
isn't @ handicap.

Head Office and Technical Support:
109 Chapel Road, Hesketh Bank,

Preston, Lancs., PR4 6RU
Tel: (01772) 813571. Fax: (01772) 815885

S ADUAPLAST
Putting water in its place

A National
Irrigation Service

Free consultation and design
service

Suppliers of quality products for
all types of irrigation

Local installation and
maintenance throughout the UK

Specialists in the refurbishment of
existing irrigation systems

For further information
telephone 0460 241939

ROCMIS

Design and service
you can trust

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LIMITED
Tel: (01932) 788301
Fax: (01932) 780437

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND
COMPLETE PROJECTS

BEST BUY B.O.l.L.

EXPERIENCE - EXPERTISE
CARE - SERVICE
since 1923

Founder Member BTLIA

Sk e
MIDLAND [RRIGATION

AN INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION COMPANY
2 Fairdene Way, Great Barr,
Birmingham B43 5JS
Tel: 021 358 1246
Fax: 021 357 6789

DESIGN ¢ SUPPLY
INSTALLATION * SERVICE

Full member of BTLIA

@Q’\’\, SERVICES

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports

and Leisure Grounds
e Designed o Suppliede Installed

GLEN HEAT & IRRIGATION

Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

R Tel: (0775) 722327
1 Fax: (0775) 725444

IRRIGATION

SERVICE “f & IRR
v Ig, 7,
Y

East Midlands Area
Installation, Sales and
Service
Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR
Tel: (0777) 817410

ol o Irrigation Systems
& Equipment

For all your irrigation

quUirL’lnL’“[\. \\'h(.’[h\.'f a new
installation or system
refurbishment — contact us now for
a h'L'C SUT\'L'_\'. d‘.‘\ig”. Jnd qlll)[-l“”n.
Bt LL.S. Irrigation Systems &
Equipment, Oundle Road, Lutton,
Peterborough PE8 5ND.
Tel/Fax: 0832 272450
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Lake Construction

GT GROUP

LEAST COST
WATERPROOFING OF
LAKES AND RESERVOIRS
- using lining membranes and associated
geosynthetic materials.

# Comprehensive service available to
owners/architects/consultants and contractors.
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road,
Nayland, COLCHESTER CO6 4LT

For technical and sales enquiries
Tel: (0206) 262676

Fax: (0206) 262998

Sand/Silica Sand
A GARSIDE
SANDS

CAMAS

Complete range of damp and dried
graded silica sands for all purposes.
Contact John Deavin at
Eastern Way Works,
Eastern Way, Heath & Reach,
Leighton Buzzard,

Beds LU7 9LF
Tel: (0525) 237911

MOWER ACCESSORIES

LTD

Manufacturers of high
quality lawnmower
blades and cylinders.
Suppliers of spares and
accessories.

65 Forncett Street
Sheffield S4

Tel: 0742 765825
Fax: 0742 765855

TILDENET
ass

* Germination Sheets
* Frost Protection Sheets
* Target Nets
* Perimeter Netting
* Ball Stop Netting
* Rain Covers
* Mobile and Static Nets
Available from all good distributors
Longbrook House, Ashton Vale
Road, Bristol BS3 2HA
Tel: (0117) 9669684

Railway Sleepers

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
86" x 10" x 5”

CROSSING TIMBERS
12” x 6” up to 16" long
Price quoted for number required

TELEGRAPH POLES
NEW AND SECONDHAND
Tel (01233) 625121 or 620277

Faggs Fleet, Whitfield
Road, Ashford, Kent

Hundreds of uses in:
# Golf Courses # Civil

Engineering
# Farming ¢ Landscape
Available Gardening ¢ Fish Farms
in wood or concrete # Garden Centres

ASHWELL MAKE IT EASY
# Sale, hire or buyback ¢ Choice of new or used
# Generous bulk discount ¢ Cutting service
# Sale or return ¢ Delivery

ELL

Tel: 0375 892576 Fax: 0375 891736

Unit G, Criton Ind. Est., Stanford Rd, Orsett, Essex RM16 3DH

Fax: (0525) 237991

TOP GRADE
TOP DRESSINGS

Lime free dried & washed sands
Lime free moist & washed sands
Bulk 24 hour delivery service

ARNOLD

SANDS FOR INDUSTRY
Arnold Sands Ltd

PO Box 542

Leighton Buzzard

Bedfordshire LU7 8FH

Tel: (0582) 477322

Fax: (0582) 661476

GRUNDON

NOW SPREADING
IN YOUR AREA

Top Dressing
Bunker Sand
Root Zone
Tees Dressing
All Aggregates
Path Gravels
Cockleshell

NEW HOTLINE NUMBER:
Contact Gordon
on 0367 244078

— -

ND RIA
s
Sand and Silica Company

COMPLETE RANGE OF
HORTICULTURAL SANDS

Contact Lynda Jordan
Buckland Sand & Silica Co.
Reigate Heath, Reigate,
Surrey RH2 9RG

Tel: (0737) 240151

4

GRADE [T}

(EBENEZER MEARS)

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND
for Tees - Greens - Bunkers

and drainage sands and shingles

Wintersells Road. Byfleet. KT14 7AZ

0932 345616

GRADEALL INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

Manufacturers of the $$100
‘Screener/Shredder

9 Farlough Road, Dungannon,
Northern Ireland BT71 4DT

Tel: 08687 40484 - Fax: 08687 48823

Seats, tables, chairs,
benches,
planters and it
terbins made
from plantation
grown teak. Listed in
the Good Wood Guide.
Send for brochure
D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road,
Patchway, Bristol BS12 5TB
Tel: 0272 315335 Fax 0272 315334

ST K

(! Eastcote
2\%' Nurseries
7 (Solihull) Ltd

FISHER

* Tree Spade hire

* Tree moving

* Semi mature trees
Nationwide service

Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull,
West Midlands B92 0JL
Tel: 0675 442033
Fax: 0675 442324

TRENCHERS FOR HIRE
Width: 15¢cm—30cm
Depth: up to 122¢m

Trenchex Plant Sales
Tel: 0889 565155 Fax: 0889 563140

® Suppliers of the Dunlop
Winter Tee & Practice Mat

® Golf Course Furniture

® Driving Range & Practice
Ground Equipment

Tel: 01704 541055
Fax: 01704 536594

|Grasslands

Specialist Seed Grown Turf Producers
COVERING THE SOUTH
Grasslands Turf Farm, Ashford Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8TH
Tel/Fax: (0797) 367130

TEEMASTRR

BY PRO-AM GOLF
SERVICES LTD

YOUR WINTER AND
PRACTICE TEE SPECIALISTS

Tel: (0446) 700130/733063

Pro-Am Golf Services Ltd.,
Unit 20, Atlantic Trading Estate,

Barry, South Glam., CF63 6RF

EXCELLENCE
THROUGH
EXPERIENCE

Shelford

Beech Tree Farm, Shepreth Road,
Foxton, Cambridge
Tel: (0223) 871814. Fax: (0223) 872354

LINKS LEISURE

PRO-TEE ALL-WEATHER

GOLF MAT

with three
replaceable
artificial turf
sections.

The ideal
substitute
for the
natural
grass tee.

"\‘,’-.‘P
Tel 0948 663002
or Fax 0948
666381 for details

TUPTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS TEE MATS,
DRIVING RANGE MATS AND
PUTTING SURFACES FROM

CARPETITION LTD

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: (0484) 428777 Fax: (0484) 423251

Tree Planting

Tree Planting Service
Large Grants Available
Eamonn Wall & Co.
Woodland Design and Management
22 West Burnside, Dollar
Tel: 0259 743212

— ~

h

_A
SOVEREIGN

TURFE

Growers of consistent quality turf in
either big or small rolls for landscapers,
amenity users and golf courses
Tel: 0728 688 984
Fax: 0728 688 949

Fir Tree Farm, Blaxhall, Woodbridge,
Suffolk P12 2DX

T L EALVE RS

Growers of high quality turf
supplied nationwide in standard
and big rolls. All turf grown on

sandy, stone-free soil.

For more information, contact
Tim Fell at:

Tillers Turf Company Ltd
Castlethorpe, Brigg,
South Humberside DN20 9LG

Tel: 0652 650555
Fax: 0652 650064

TURF GROWN TO
YOUR SEED
SPECIFICATION

or from our stock
ALL GROWN IN STERILE
COMPOST
Supplied nationwide

GREENKEEPER LTD,
Shelford Manor, Shelford,
Nottingham NG12 1ER

Tel/Fax: 0949 21144
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Tip Top Turf.

Seed grown turf available in one sq yd
or large 25 sq yd rolls with laying
machines or service available.

Tel: 0908 270701 « Fax: 0908 374889

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTED
OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS
TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

Please contact Head Office for more mformation:

THE INTURF GROUP

Regent Street * Pocklington * York YO4 2QN
Telephone 01759 304101 * Fax 01759 305229

§ D& g R

Ruttord

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain's No. 1 for
QUALITY - SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Fairway House, Souuth Stage, Broadway,
Salford Quays, Manchester M5 2UQ

Tel: 061 877 8550 Fax: 061 877 8554

FLOTATION
TURF TYRES

* Wide Flat Threads *
* New & Used Custom Wheels *

* Bargain Prices %
ROTOTYRE LTD
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs
Tel: 0695 421100 Fax: 0695 424265

Approved for Quabey

Turf Dressings

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD
for Fendress Top Dressing
* Fendress Superfine

* Economy Dressing
* Rootzone Mixes
* Screened Fensoil * Screened Peat
* Screened Loam * Kiln Dried Sand
* Bunker Sands

Tel: (0858) 464346/433003
Fax: (0858) 434734

Sam Moreton & Sons

TURF TYRE

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain C for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service
Phone Peter on 0580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061
Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,
Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL

TURF MAINTENANCE

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS
Ten years experience using only the best
2 greens verti-drains
(18 greens in 2 days)

Half-inch tines at 2x2 spacing
Fairway verti-drain
Cor plete with coll

Fairway overseeder

Contact Michael Seward
York (0904) 765949 night or day

Turf Tyres of alt makes to fit
any machine. Wheels made to
customer requirements.

Enquiries  0926-632269
Fax 0926 632023
Orders 0926 613737

Nationwide delivery service

Vertidraining Hire

B 71 BOUGHTON
GLbl [OAM LTD.

For
TURF DRESSINGS
ROOT ZONE MIXES
SCREENED TOP SOILS
BUNKER SANDS
HORTICULTURAL
COMPOSTS

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants
Tel: 0536 510515

BAILEYS

= &
supply

Professional Turf Dressings
for the Profession

GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
Approved formulations for use in
Construction and on the finest greens,
tees and fairways.

SAND
All requirements catered for including
lime free. Kiln dried sands available,

5 SCREENED TOP SOIL
Including the finest Black Fenland Soil.
Screened loams to customers'
individual specifications.

We also produce and supply root zone
mix and always have vast stocks of
cockle shells for immediate delivery

DELIVERIES NATIONWIDE

BAILEYS OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham,
Norwich, Norfolk NR10 5NL
Tel: 0603 754607
Mobile: 0860 661603

MIDLAND TURF
AERATING SERVICE

* Verti-Draining * Hollow
_B " Coring with Ryan GA30
‘»’;Q" * Core Collector * Deep

7. Slitting * Top Dresser
" * Over-Seeder ez
* Tractor Hire f’ \
* Competitive =
prices % Professional
nationwide service.
Tel/Fax 01922 417567 J

Charles Frost

//? cchard 6(177%0/1/

VERTIDRAIN 1.5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire
Coremaster & Core Harvester.
Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo &
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and
Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors,
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance
Machinery for sale.

For further details contact:

RJ & J Campey
'l Marton, Macclesfield

Tel: 01260 224568
.,;@ Fax: 01260 224791

I RaiDRA/,\/
Hlu

o

VERTIDRAIN AND HOLLOW
CORING MACHINES
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Contact: Peter Holmes, 10 Carson
Road, Gainsborough, Lincs DN21 2RE

Tel: 0427 613035
Mobile: 0831 359394

Alder Root Golf Club

VERTIDRAINING

Competitive rates and prompt
service offered throughout the
North West
For details contact:
Ernie Lander on 0925 291919
or 0831 448817

R PORTSGROUNL
DNTRA UHS

We're No. 1 for Vertidraining,
Hollow Tining and Core Collection

For competitive rates and a
professional service, contact

RICHARD VEITCH
0734 795454

The Fairways, King Street Lane, Winnersh,
Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 5AX
Fax: 0734 795353

PARKER HART

Verti-draining, hollow coring,
conventional and hydro-seeding
throughout the South East
Complete range of turfcare
machinery available for hire
Competitive rates
Reliable equipment
Experienced operators

Call Karen or Anne

081 337 7791

0080 ey
£79
# Verti Drain Hire # Hollow Coring
‘ # Deep Spiking ¢ Tractor Hire

|| # Full range of Landscape

| Equipment

|| YORKSHIRE'S ONLY AGENT FOR WIEDENMANN TERRA-SPIKE
_| SPEN GROUNDCARE SERVICES

Unit 7, Valley Road, Liversedge,
West Yorkshire WF15 6JY

e 0924 401522 - 0836 722080

HERONFIEL
HIRE
(Solihull)

Vertidrain, Moore Sportsfield
Over-Seeders, Verti

Over-Seeder for Greens & Tees,
Toro Aerators, Case Trenchers
& Sportsfield Slitters etc.
Contact: Doug or Ron Johnson

Tel: (01564) 772597

Fax available

([ WORTH

i AV \“
VERTIDRAINING and

HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth

WORTH DRAINING

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire Tel/Fax: (0476) 550266

ROSS OLIVER

ANCE

® VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds
® STONE PICKING ® RYAN HOLLOW TYNER
@ SAND SPREADERS @ DIRECT DRILLS
Greystones, Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP
Tel: (0841) 540222 Fax: (0637) 881057

Water Hazards
(" ¥ AQUATIC % )
WEED
== CONTROL ==
and DESILTING

For lakes, ponds. rivers and bankside
areas. Professionally qualified and
experienced operators
Contact
Waterland Management Ltd
\& (01344) 421012 %/

Weed Killing

= WEED
ﬂﬁ FREE

(BRACKNELL)

Professional Weed Killing &
Associated Turf Services
MIKE SEATON F.Inst.G(Dip)
Tel: (01344) 481011

Fax: (01344) 300052

Mobile: (0850) 300104

AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?

Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

JoO

Irrigation engineer with five
years practical experience in
installing and servicing Toro

irrigation equipment, also
practical experience as a
greenkeeper having a
Distinction grade in the
NCHGSM, is looking for a
position on a quality course on
which to use existing
knowledge and to develop new
skills in course management.

Box No JS 12/94, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF

Scottish Head Greenkeeper
seeks Head Greenkeeper/
Course Manager position.

Fully qualified with
management and supervisory
certificates, also PA1 and PA2

in spraying. 24 years
experience of greenkeeping,
15 years on links courses.
All locations considered.

Box No JS 13/95, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF
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Jobn
S'OP

Head Greenkeeper
with 25 years
experience in

management and
construction seeks
similar post
in the UK.

CV and references

supplied.

Box No JS 14/95, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF

Berry Bros & Holmes

Nr Market Harborough, Leics
Sale of Implements

including;

1994 (June) Kubota B2150 HST tractor
Hallmarket 29" Turf Harvester (big roll)
Hallmarket 1 sq yd detachable
Turf Harvester
Blec 1.3m rear mounted stone burier etc.

Auction
Wednesday 22nd February 1995
Catalogues and further information

Tel: 01536 412464

89 ROCKINGHAM ROAD,

KETTERING. NORTHANTS
J STRAKER CHADWICK
& SONS

are pleased to announce a
collective machinery auction

and other sundry items ranging from
JACOBSEN TORO
RANSOMES and other leading
manufacturers of turf equipment
To take place on:
Saturday 1st April 1995
Venue: Alice Springs Golf Club,
Kings Course, Usk, Gwent
Take the B4598 North of Usk

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
AND CATALOGUE:
0873 880 838

LARGE TREES
IDEAL for GOLF
COURSES
Many varieties
Nursery seconds

From £3.00
Ramswood Nurseries

Tel: 0925 821002
Fax: 0925 821022

Soil Conditioners

KELPIE

NATURAL COMPOSTED
SEAWEED SOIL CONDITIONER
rRoM STEWARTS

TEL: 0131-663 6617
FAX: 0131-663 0651

54

Machinery For Sale

LGM

Kubota 2150 HST Tractor 24HP 4W/D

Ransomes Triple 18 (Ex Demo)

Ryan Mete-Matic Top Dresser

Ryan GA30

Ransomes Hydraulic 214

Ransomes Magna & Sportscutter
Gang Mowers (Reconditioned sets
of 5s and 3s)

Toro GM3. New engine

Ransomes Motor 180. Vanguard
engine 7 knife

Toro Sand Pro

Ransomes 213D Triple

Sisis Auto Outfield Spiker

Lesco 300D Greensmower (Ex Demo)

Lesco 5 unit lightweight Fairway
mower

LGM Unit 17

Greenwich Close, Ipswich,
Suffolk IP3 ODD. Tel: 01473
289158 Fax: 01473 289161

Purdys Grass Machinery

JACOBSEN DISTRIBUTORS
Largest selection of professional
used and reconditioned grass
machinery in the Midlands

Jacobsen Greensking petrol
and diesel

John Deere Triplex Greens

Mower
Ransomes 350D
Toro GM 3000D

Smithco Bunker Rake

CONTACT
CHRIS BRYDEN

0777 704275
EVENINGS: 0602 209401

Brough Golf Club

requires a

DEPUTY HEAD
GREENKEEPER

for an established undulating 18 hole parkland course.
Applicants must:

@ be suitably qualified to Phase 2 Level and hold
a Full Spraying Certificate

4 have broad practical experience which must
include a good working knowledge of irrigation
systems and greenkeeping machinery

€ be able to motivate and control staff

4 be aware of the current Health & Safety
Regulations applicable to golf courses

Remuneration is negotiable and will include free
uniform and membership of BIGGA and four week
annual holiday.

Closing date for applications 3 March 1995.
Apply in writing with full CV to:

The Secretary/Manager, Brough Golf Club,
Brough, North Humberside HU15 1HB

G E Adamson Grass Machinery

Ransomes 213D triple mower ........................£3950
Ransomes Gangs 3 set Magna or Sports
- new cylinders............... s 2000

Ransomes 180D Triple floating or fixed units £3950
Sisis Auto-Turfman - new engine,

choice of tines.......... el e EB75
Iseki TU320 Hydro 24HP tractor turt
or agri tyres - 910 hrs £4250

Compact Tractors and Machinery
All prices inclusive of transport but subject to VAT.

Tel/Fax: 0995 640180

[
Breakwsll’s)

Ransomes Commander 3500DX
6 knife fixed heads

From £25,000

Ransomes Parkway 225 6 knife
fixed heads From £15,950

Ransomes GT Champion vertigroom
units and grass catchers..............From £7,500

Ransomes Motor 180D 7 knife floating

heads with grass boxes. ...From £8,975
Ransomes Greens Pro 56 with
transport wheels..........................[From £1,875

Iseki SG17 ride-on mower 48" side

discharge deck and collector.......From £7,825
Ryan Mataway vertical slicer From £2,500
Ryan Turf Cutter 16" Heavy Duty....From £5,900
Cushman TD1500 top dresser.......From £3,400

Telephone: 021 733 3344

Jacobsen Hydraulic
5 gang unit. As new.
Never been used.

£10,000 ono.
Tel 0532 300641

Handsworth Golf Club

REQUIRE A FULLY QUALIFIED
AND EXPERIENCED

First Assistant
Greenkeeper

Accommodation is not provided

Applications and CV to
Hon Secretary
Handsworth Golf Club
11 Sunningdale Close
Handsworth Wood
Birmingham B20 1NP

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL February 1995




on a new and challenging role?

and picturesque holes in the area.

and M25.

contact:

Salary: £13984 per annum (inclusive) Ref. no: CD/LM/010

Are you enthusiastic, committed to providing a quality service to the public and eager to take

If so, we need you as our Green-keeper at Hounslow Heath Golf Course, an 18 hole par 69
pay as you play course measuring 5,820 yards, which provides some of the most challenging

Conveniently situated in West London, the Golf Course is within easy access of the M3, M4

You must have a thorough knowledge of the maintenance of Golf Courses, be skilled in the
use of all appropriate equipment and have the ability to organise and supervise staff
effectively. With a recognised qualification in greenkeeping, you must have at least 1 years
experience as First Assistant at an established golf course.

Interested? For an application form please telephone the Recruitment Line on (0181) 814
0358 quoting the appropriate reference number. If you require further information please

Personnel Section,
Commercial Division, Heston Park House,
New Heston Road, Heston, Middlesex TW4 0LW
Tel: (0181) 572 3380

CLOSING DATE: 3rd March 1995

£ Hounslow
Leisure Services

We operate a No-Smoking Policy

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Golf Club Hechingen Hohenzollern e.V.

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

in Germany

Applications are invited for the position of Head
Greenkeeper for an 18 hole golf course, situated in the

southern part of Germany between Stuttgart and the lake

of Konstance.

The applicant will be responsible for all aspects of course
preparation.

Candidates currently in second position at their club are
also invited to apply.

The successful applicant will need to start work as soon
as possible.

Applications with CV and references to:

Golf Club Hechingen Hohenzollern, Postfach 1124,
72379 Hechingen, Germany

(Clondon Pegis

GOLF CLUB

invites applications for the position of

ASSISTANT HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Applicants must possess appropriate qualifications as well
as a practical knowledge in all aspects of course
maintenance, and the ability to motivate staff.
Excellent prospects exist within the club for the successful
candidate.

Please address written applications including a full CV to:

Mik Wells, Project Manager,
Clandon Regis Golf Club, West Clandon,
Surrey GU4 7TT

Tel: 01483 222404
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is looking to appoint a

(part-time)

members.

British and International Golf Greenkeepers Association

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR

The successful candidate will cover the South East Region with responsibilities for the
Surrey, Kent, Sussex, London and East Anglia Sections where there are currently 1,240

Applicants should possess sound administrative and financial skills whilst computer
literacy will be an advantage. In addition to serving the needs of the Regional Board, a
positive contribution to promoting the Association and the welfare of greenkeepers will
be required. The post holder will be expected to display initiative and enthusiasm
particularly in a drive to introduce new members. Regular contact with golf clubs and
greenkeeping staff will be an essential element of the post. Ideally applicants should be
able to display an affinity with the greenkeeping profession and the game of golf.

It is envisaged that the average working week will be 27.5 hours and the post will be
home based. A job description and further details are available from:

x The Executive Director, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York,
B'PC(“ North Yorkshire Y06 2NF. Telephone 01347 838581 Fax 01347 838864.

Sheringham Golf Club, Norfolk

Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Sheringham is an 18 hole cliff top course fully equipped with modern
greenkeeping machinery. The Club is over 100 years old and is hosting several
major competitions in 1995. The course is generally accepted to be one of the
premier ones in East Anglia.

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of course
management and maintenance of machinery.

\f\ﬁ CQ : : 5
< Persons with 12 years previous experience or more should
w’,— Q send their hand written applications together with full CV to:
= 50 S
7] 1891 9 @ The Secretary, Sheringham Golf Club,
(S\W G@‘ Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8HG
4/ ’»( by 28 February 1995

Pedham Place Golf Centre
Pedham Place, Farningham Hill, Dartford, Kent

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

required to assist in finalization of Phase 1 of this new golf
development due to open in 1996.

Located at M25 junction 3 the A20/M20/M2S5 interchange.

Apply in writing with CV in first instance to John Fortune,
Micklepage Leigh Studio, Nuthurst, West Sussex RH13 6RG

s=>= Harpenden

s z

== Golf Club

who are committed to an ambitious five year plan to develop further this already
prestigious course, require an

ASSISTANT COURSE
MANAGER

To work directly with the Course Manager on the full range of both
maintenance and development. This is a permanent, fulltime post for an
ambitious, forward-thinking professional.

Applicants must be suitably qualified and have a proven record
in course and machinery maintenance.

Application forms can be obtained from:

The General Manager, Harpenden Golf Club Ltd, Hammonds End,
Redbourn Lane, Harpenden, Herts ALS 2AX

Weybrook Park Golf Club Limited

Requires a

FIRST ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

Having just completed the second phase of our development, the successful
applicant will be required to assist with the grow-in period and help
maintain the existing 18-hole course.

Being qualified and experienced in all aspects of turf maintenance and play a
good standard of golf, you will be rewarded with a salaried position in this
friendly, expanding Members Club with the opportunity for career
advancement.

Please apply in writing with full CV to:

The Secretary, Weybrook Park Golf Club, Aldermaston Road,
Sherbourne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9ND
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Redhill & Reigate Golf Club

seek to appoint a

COURSE MANAGER

The Club is over 100 years old and is situated
on Earlswood Common.

We wish to appoint a Course Manager to take
“hands on” control of the course management
function.

Applicants must possess recognised City &
Guilds or similar acceptable qualifications plus
an established career development in modern
techniques of greenkeeping including budget-
ing, long term planning, machinery mainte-
nance and computerised irrigation. An ability
to motivate staff and a knowledge of health
and safety regulations is essential.

Salary will be subject to negotiation. Accom-
modation is not available. A job specification
will be sent to shortlisted applicants.

Apply in confidence with CV to:
Colin Brown, Manager, Redhill & Reigate
Golf Club, “Clarence Lodge”,
Pendleton Road, Redhill RH1 6LB

E

o

2
Sudbury Golf Club Ltd

require an

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

To join a young, enthusiastic, highly motivated team
committed to the highest standards of maintenance
of this well known Middlesex Parkland course.

= £

Qualifications: City & Guilds phase 1 and 2, three
years experience with a sound knowledge of
machinery and safe operating practices, together
with a strong will to succeed is essential.

PA1 and PA2A spraying certificates, and the ability to
play golf will be an advantage.

Apply in writing with full CV and present salary to:

Jeff Robinson, Course Manager,
Sudbury Golf Club, Bridgewater Road,
Wembley, Middlesex HA10 1AL

Stornoway Golf Club
18 hole Parkland Course requires

QUALIFIED
GREENKEEPER

Salary negotiable.
Apply in writing with CV to:
The Secretary, Stornoway Golf Club,
Castle Grounds, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis PA87 0XP

Dukes Meadows Golf Club
Chiswick, West London

Beautifully landscaped, newly constructed 9 hole par 3 golf course,
designed by David Williams Partnership to USGA standards, require a

FULLY QUALIFIED
ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

to start as soon as possible.
Good salary negotiable. No accommodation available.
Please apply in writing, in confidence, to:
David Gerson, Managing Director, Dukes Meadows Golf Club,
Great Chertsey Road, London W4 2SH

Chalfont Park Golf Club

@ HEAD
GREENKEEPER

The successful applicant will be required to motivate and supervise staff and
take responsibility for the day to day maintenance of the golf course under the
guidance of the Directors.

This is an excellent opportunity for an ambitious-and confident greenkeeper to
care for this attractive nine holes with a further nine holes currently under
construction. (No accommodation available).

Please apply in writing enclosing your CV to:

Mr G Harvey, Director of Golf, Chalfont Park Golf Club,
Threehouseholds, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks HP8 4LW

Matfen Hall Golf Club

now has a vacancy for a

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

to be responsible to the Head Greenkeeper and Director of Golf.

Applicants should be experienced in all aspects including machinery
maintenance, enthusiastic and have the capability to motivate staff.

Please apply with CV and references to:
Matfen Hall Golf Club, Matfen, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE20 ORT
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Newport Golf Club

(re-advertisement)

require a

DEPUTY HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Applicants should be qualified and have
sound practical experience of parkland
golf course(s) and the ability to motivate
staff.

Excellent prospects with modern
machinery for enthusiastic applicants
seeking career progression.

(Previous applicants need not apply)
Apply with CV to:

The Secretary, Newport Golf Club,
Great Oak, Rogerstone, Newport,
Gwent NP1 9FX

g\ e

Shirley Golf Club

Stratford Road, Monkspath, Solihull B90 4EW

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Shirley Golf Club is a private Members Club with 600 members,
situated on the Birmingham to Stratford road, close to junction 4
of the M42. A mature parkland course measuring 6,500 yards set
in green surroundings. The Club has plans for continuous
improvement including making greater use of the available water
courses. Greens equipment is extensive and in an excellent state
of repair.

Applicants must be qualified in all aspects of course management
and possess the necessary supervisory skills. The salary will be
commensurate with the job and the qualification and experience

of the candidate.

Accommodataion can be provided if required.

Please call Mr Phillips, the Club Manager, on 0121 744 6001
for an application form.

OLD FoLp MANOR GoLF CLUB

QUALIFIED FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER REQUIRED

To join a progressive and committed team working to continue the
development of our first class course on the Herts/London border.

Applicants must be experienced in all aspects of modern
greenkeeping with a good knowledge of machinery and irrigation.

No accommodation.
Apply in writing with CV to:

Ian Semple, Course Manager, Old Fold Manor Golf Club,
Hadley Green, Barnet, Herts EN5 4QN

Exfrdsfire. FIRST ASSISTANT
Gycu GREENKEEPER

A unique opportunity to join a committed team maintaining a top
quality 18 hole championship course.
Applicants should have # recognised golf greenkeeping qualifications
4 more than three years experience # ideally PA1 and PA2A
# ideally some irrigation experience.
VACANCIES ALSO EXIST FOR CASUAL GREENSTAFF DURING
THE SUMMER
Apply in writing with a brief CV to:
Martin Jones, Course Manager, The Oxfordshire Golf Club,
Rycote Lane, Milton Common, Thame, Oxon 0X9 2PU

The Park Golf Course
Avington

EXPERIENCED
GREENKEEPER

Qualified and self-motivated greenkeeper, required now,
for new 9 hole Parkland golf course opening mid-1995.

Applications, CV and references in writing to:

M & V Stent
The Park Golf Course,
Avington, Winchester, Hants SO21 1DA

Leamington & County Golf Club Ltd.

require a

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

to join a progressive and committed team working to continue the
development of our first class course. Applicants must be
experienced in modern greenkeeping methods and possess as a
minimum NVQ Level Il in Greenkeeping, PA1, PA2A and PAGA
spraying certificates.

No accommodation available.

Please apply in writing with CV to:
The Secretary, Leamington & County Golf Club Limited,
Golf Lane, Leamington Spa CV31 2QA
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Roehampton Club

invites applications for the position of

ASSISTANT COURSE
MANAGER/HEAD
GREENKEEPER

The Roehampton Club is a members-owned club situated five
miles from the centre of London. Facilities include an 18 hole
parkland golf course, 30 tennis courts, three croquet lawns,
a bowling green, extensive gardens, two swimming pools
and six squash courts.

The successful applicant will be qualified to City & Guilds
Phase III and have previous experience in the supervision and
motivation of staff. A sound understanding of modern
greenkeeping techniques, the use of turf machinery and an
automatic irrgation system will be required.

Salary will be in excess of BIGGA recommended rates and a
three bedroom semi-detached house sited within the Club grounds
will be provided plus other attractive benefits.

Please apply in writing with full CV to:

Ian Smith, Golf Course and Grounds Manager,
Roehampton Club, Roehampton Lane, London SW15 SLR.

e ST N
MELLION
N

INTERNATIONAL

Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

This position has been created by the impending
retirement of our long serving Head Greenkeeper.

The successful applicant will work initially alongside the
present incumbent.

St Mellion, a thirty-six hole venue with extensive practice
facilities, have hosted, on both courses, many
international professional golf tournaments.

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of
course management, machinery maintenance and
budgetary control.

Please register your interest in writing, together with a
full CV, by Tuesday 28 February 1995.

Mr P Flavin,
Director of Golf & Leisure,
St Mellion Golf & Country Club,
Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6SD

Closing date for applications: 24 February 1995

P
" % ¢ Prenton

Golf Club

requires a

COURSE MANAGER

Applicants should be suitably qualified and experienced in all aspects of golf course
management and possess the necessary supervisory skills to lead and motivate staff.

This is an excellent opportunity for the successful applicant to offer a significant
contribution in the future development and presentation of the course.

Salary negotiable but will not include accommodation.
Application forms together with a comprehensive job description are available from:

Secretary/Manager, Prenton Golf Club, Golf Links Road,
Prenton, Birkenhead, Wirral L42 SLW

Closing date for applications 17th March 1995

Chester Golf Club

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

This busy parkland course, founded in 1901, requires applicants who are
suitably qualified and experienced in all aspects of course management.
The ability to motivate and lead an established team and organise work
programmes, commitment to first class horticultural maintenance and customer
care is regarded as essential.

A practical knowledge of modern greenkeeping machinery and current
Health and Safety regulations is also required.

Salary is negotiable. Apply in writing with full CV to:
VFC Wood, Secretary, Chester Golf Club, Curzon Park, Chester CH4 8AR

Evesham Golf Club

9 hole Parklands Course require a

WORKING
HEAD GREENKEEPER

Suit young enthusiastic, well qualified greenkeeper, looking for
that first step on the managerial ladder. Must be conversant in
all aspects of greenkeeping.

No accommodation available, salary negotiable.
Apply in confidence with full CV to:

The Greens Chairman, Evesham Golf Club, Craycombe
Links, Fladbury Cross, Pershore, Worcs WR10 2QS

Horsley Lodge Golf Club

invites applications for a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Now four years old, this parkland course (par 72) with 550 members is looking for a
qualified and experienced individual with the enthusiasm and capability
to realise its great potential.

You must be self motivated yet possess the ability to organise and lead an established
team, working as a key member of a proprietory run club and not a greens committee
Knowledge of modern machines, current regulations and players’ requirements
will be required
Accommodation could be made available, Salary negotiable.

Apply in writing with full CV and current salary to:

Malcolm Salt, Horsley Lodge Golf Club,

Smalley Mill Road, Horsley, Derby DE21 5BL
Telephone 01332 780838 Fax: 01332 781118
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Golf Centres Group Ltd

invites applications for the position of

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

GREENKEEPER/
MECHANIC

2x ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPERS

for two new developments in Hampshire and one new
development in Buckinghamshire.
Experience in growing in courses could be an advantage.
Apply in writing with full CV to:

Simon Lacey, Golf Centres Group Ltd,
Manor House Farm, Betsham, Kent DA13 9L.Z

===

C
CaLcor PARK GoLF CLUB

requires an

EXPERIENCED DEPUTY
HEAD GREENKEEPER

for an 18 hole golf course set in undulating
parkland.

Applicants must be suitably qualified and possess
the necessary management and supervisory skills
with appropriate greenkeeping qualifications,
especially PA1 and PA2. Detailed knowledge of the
use and operation of modern machinery is essential.

The Candidate must have the ability to lead and
motivate staff, program work schedules and possess
a sound knowledge of Health and Safety
requirements.

Salary is negotiable depending on qualifications
and single accommodation is provided.

Please apply in writing with full CV to:
The Secretary, Calcot Park Golf Club,
Bath Road, Calcot, Reading, Berks RG3 5RN
and marked Private and Confidential.

Cawder Golf Club

invite applications for the position of

COURSE
MANAGER

For our 36 hole complex situated in an attractive
country setting at Bishopbriggs on the
outskirts of Glasgow.

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects
of course management and maintenance
techniques and should have the appropriate
qualifications.

The ability to manage, control and motivate staff
is essential, as is the ability to prepare
and control budgets.

Applications in writing with full CV
I (including two referees) to:

GT Stoddart, Secretary, Cawder Golf Club,
Cadder Road, Bishopbriggs, Glasgow G64 3QD

-

ﬂ County Sligo
L4 Golf Club

We require a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

to join our team of hard-working, conscientious staff.

Applicants must have formal qualifications and a proven
track record on Links terrain.

The successful applicant will be required to motivate
and supervise staff, and take responsibility for
programming and overseeing the day to day maintenance
of the Golf Course.

This is an excellent opportunity for an ambitious and
confident Greenkeeper with an interest and enthusiasm
to assist in the ongoing development and improvement of
this Championship Links course.

Salary and conditions negotiable.

Please apply in writing, enclosing an up to date
curriculum vitae to:

Mr Enda Lonergan, Administrative Manager,
Co. Sligo Golf Club, Rosses Point, Co. Sligo, Ireland
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South Yorkshire Area
Newly established 9 hole course with 30 bay driving range,
planning permission being sought for further 9 holes.

Require:

WORKING HEAD GREENKEEPER

Must be suitably qualified and possess the necessary supervisory
skills to organise and manage a small dedicated team.
Appropriate greenkeeping qualifications and thorough knowledge of
the use and maintenance of modern machinery essential.

A greenkeeper’s house will be available.

Please apply in writing with full CV to Box RS,
Greenkeeper International,

Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF

Full confidentiality guaranteed.

Bentley Golf & Country Club

require a
HEAD GREENKEEPER

This privately owned club requires an experienced person to
maintain and continue improving an already interesting and
challenging parkland course.

Applicants must possess appropriate qualifications as well as
having a proven track record in course management, machinery
maintenance and irrigation sytems. The ability to motivate and
direct staff is essential.

Salary is negotiable. No accommodation available.
Apply in writing with CV to:
The Secretary, Bentley Golf & Country Club Ltd,
Ongar Road, Brentwood, Essex CM15 9SS

Scarthingwell Golf Course
require:

i HEAD GREENKEEPER

An experienced and capable Head Greenkeeper is needed to maintain
and help develop the new course at Scarthingwell.

Applicants will be required to demonstrate a responsible and
innovative approach to work and be capable of adapting to new ideas
and concepts as this club progresses.

Salary negotiable.

Applications should be made with a full CV and references to:
Ian Webster, The President, Scarthingwell Golf Course,

Scarthingwell, Tadcaster, North Yorkshire
no later than 1st March 1995

For an informal chat or to view the existing facilities, please telephone 01937 557248

Richings Park Golf Club

Invites applications for the position of:

DEPUTY HEAD
GREENKEEPER
and
TWO EXPERIENCED
GREENKEEPERS

Please apply in writing with CVs to:

Head Greenkeeper,
Richings Park GC, 56 Leas Drive, Iver, Bucks SLO 9RD

Scotts.

Scotts Europe B.V. is the independent Dutch subsidiary
of The Scotts Company, Ohio, USA.

Scotts Europe produces and markets high quality
fertilizers for professional use in horticulture, public
green, sports fields and golf courses and for the consu-
mer market. Export takes place to a great number of
countries in Europe, Africa and Middle East. The marke-
ting and sales office is established in De Meern,
The Netherlands. Recently the product range of
fertilizers has been extended with slow release fertili-
zers, produced by Scotts USA, which are used mainly in
the public green, sports fields and golf courses.

For technical support of our sales people in Europe,
Middle East and Africa, the following position in the
Technical Department is vacant:

Technical Manager
Slow Release Fertilizers

In this position you are responsible for:

- collecting and completing technical data for product use;

- realisation and evaluation of trials for sales supporting
arguments;

- connections with trial stations and public relation people
in your field:

- technical training of Scotts employees;

- technical training of our international distributors.

As SRF specialist in the Technical Department you work in
a team with three other specialists in the field of
Water Soluble Fertilizers, Controlled Release Fertilizers and
Crop Protection Products. You are reporting to the
co-ordinator of the Technical Department.

For this independent position in a fast growing
organisation we are looking for an energetic person who
meets the following profile:

- Horticultural college or university education, preferably in
the field of soil science with fertilizer knowledge;

- affinity with horticultural practice in general and public
green and/or sports fields and golf courses in particular;

- some years experience as fertilizer consultant in the field
of amenity and maintenance of sports fields and golf
courses;

- good knowledge of English, German, French and
preferably Dutch;

- willingness to travel.

The candidate will work from the De Meern -
The Netherlands office and must be willing to
relocate in that area.

We offer a good salary and fringe benefits
including a company car.

Please send your application for attention of
mr. A. van Peer, Co-ordinator Technical Department.

Scotts Europe B.V., Rijnzathe 6, 3454 PV De Meern,
The Netherlands. Tel. +31 (3406) 63114.
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TALKING HE/

End of term report: why | did what I did

COURSE REPORT 1994-1995

Since my last report in April 1994, there
have been quite a few changes designed
for the good of Ely City Golf Club. The fol-
lowing report will explain why certain tasks
have been carried out:

1. Topdressing greens

2. Scarification of the greens

3. Cutting greens on a more regular basis
4. Putting a fertiliser programme into practice
5. Introducing white lining

6. Using water only when necessary

7. Hollow-coring greens

1. Topdressing greens

This is done for a number of reasons.
From a golfer’s point of view it is obvious
that when topdressing is applied there are
certain changes to the green. This is gen-
erally not popular with golfers as it makes
the green appear dirty and in wet condi-
tions balls pick up particles of dirt, but in
the greenkeeper’s calendar it is very impor-
tant for a number of reasons:

a. Itimproves the rootzone

b. It encourages the right grasses, ie bents
and fescues

¢. It helps to reduce the surface pH (per-
centage of Hydogen)

d. It helps to create a true putting surface.
Our greens are very high in pH being on

Communicating with members and committees is a big problem for some head
greenkeepers. But not for Kevin Garfitt, head greenkeeper at the Henry Cotton-
designed Ely City Golf Club near Cambridge. Here is a copy of his latest report. We

hope it gives you some ideas. It took him a month to compile!

average 7.4-7.9% whereas an ideal figure
should be in the region of 5.55-5.8%.
Applying a good quality topdressing of
sand, loam and peat mix over a number of
years will help to reduce the pH levels and
thereby encourage a healthy sward.

2. Scarification
This operation is very important for a num-
ber of reasons:
a. To assist the removal of dead and dis-
eased material to a depth of 3/16 of an
inch.
b. To assist with reducing alien grass
species. ie annual meadow grass, (Poa
annua), Yorkshire fog, and, in the 9th
green particularly, ryegrass.
¢. It helps create a fast and true putting sur-
face.

This operation should be carried out on
a weekly basis when the greens have suffi-
cient moisture, throughout the growing
season, (April-September) and | feel that
this task has not been incorporated in the
work programme as it should have been
over the past years.

Turf & Ornamental
Reference for Plant
Protection Products

Accurate ¢ Reliable ® Quick

Now available...
hard cover book or
electronic diskette

€ 350 top selling products
from 25 companies

€ Full text product labels and
Material Safety Data
Sheets

€ More extensive cross
reference indexes

€ Updated worker protection
information is summarised
by product

€ Supplemental information

on storage and accidental spillage reporting and
Department of Transport requirements (conforming to US

regulations).

C&P Press

Information to grow with

For more information or to order your 1995 4th

Edition Turf & Ornamental Reference or Turf &

Ornamental Electronic Pesticide Reference

*Call 0101 212 621 4600 » Fax 0101 212 399 1122

* Write to C&P Press, Inc. 888 Seventh Avenue,
28th Floor, New York , NY 10106, USA
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3. Cutting greens

It may well appear to the average golfer
that all greenkeepers do is “cut grass and
get in the way”. It may not always occur to
them to consider why certain operations
are taking place. The reasons why we cut
greens seven days a week from May until
the middle of October (at first light on Sat-
urdays and Sundays) are as follows:

a. Vast amounts of grass are not removed
with each cut so no matter when a mem-
ber plays during the week, the greens are
kept at the same pace on average.

b. It helps to encourage the spread of the
finer grass species (bents and fescues)
and discourages the coarser varieties.

c. It helps to reduce fungal attack thereby
reducing the need for chemicals (fungi-
cides).

Again, | feel the greens were not cut as
often as was warranted, in the past.

4. Fertiliser programme

Fertiliser is applied for a number of rea-
sons. From a golfer's point of view it thick-
ens the sward and puts colour into the
greens. The greenkeeper applies fertiliser
to improve the general quality of the turf.
Knowing what balance of fertiliser to apply
and at what time of the year can only come
with experience. In this respect | consider
the programme adopted last season was
correct. A good coverage was obtained
during the whole of the main playing sea-
son and this has been maintained through-
out the winter with very little evidence of
the common fungal diseases (fusarium
and red thread) which are often prevalent
at this time of the year.

5. White lining

| introduced white lining when | arrived. It
was received with mixed feelings by the
members but most could see the benefits
from keeping trolleys and buggies away
from the greens and thus reducing wear in
these important areas.

6. Water

Watering grass areas such as greens
should only be carried out when necessary
and then only in sufficient quantities to
maintain adequate and even growth.
Excess watering will encourage disease
such as fusarium patch and will encourage
the growth of the more shallow rooting
species such as annual meadow grass,
Yorkshire fog etc. It is often thought that
water is used mainly to soften greens and
to improve the holding characteristic of the
green but in fact it is used to keep the
grass alive during drought conditions.
Water is for the greenkeeper’s use, not the
golfer’s.

7. Hollow coring (tining) greens
In the past, the greens have been Verti-
drained and topdressed with a sand-based

mixture and this has caused a number of
problems with surface compaction and in a
number of greens severe “dry patch” prob-
lems. | have addressed this problem by
hollow-tining the greens and leaving the
holes open during the winter. This is to try
to break the crust layer and to help alleviate
the dry patch problem. | shall topdress the
greens in the spring and repeat the hollow-
tining programme next autumn. Leaving
the holes open has helped to keep the
greens free from standing water during
this winter.

8. Additional work — winter programme
Drainage — The course drainage is in very
poor condition due to roots blocking pipes
and lack of annual maintenance of ditches.
This was brought to the attention of the
Green Committee, the members of which, |
think, were not aware of the scale of the
problem. A plan was formulated under the
guidance of course architect Howard Swan
of Golf Landscapes Ltd., the first phase of
which was to clean out all the internal
ditches to help the water off the land. This
seems to be working very well as water is
now moving freely whereas before it was
completely stagnant.

9. New tees

New tees have now been constructed on
the 3rd, 4th and 13th. We have made them
as level as possible and to give them indi-
vidual character by putting in steps on the
4th and shaping round the water on the
3rd and 13th. We tried to get all the tee
tops turfed before Christmas and we have
laid over 2,000 square yards of turf since
the end of October to the New Year. All
these areas are establishing themselves
well and should be back in play around
Easter.

10. Conclusion

This winter, there has been a lot of disrup-
tion due to the heavy workload we have
been under and quite a lot of pressure
from members regarding the banning of
trolleys and buggies and the mess caused
by the contractors. The damage is now
mainly confined to the areas across the
14th and 16th fairways. The larger areas of
damage will be either turfed or seeded as
soon as we consider weather conditions to
be suitable. The remainder of the course is
standing up well to the winter. Once
growth commences, the greens will get
away to a very good start provided the pre-
sent grass cover can be maintained and by
protecting the important areas, ie. the tees,
greens, surrounds and approaches, it will
ensure the course will commence the new
season in very good condition.

Finally, on behalf of the greenstaff, may
| wish the Captains, Committee and all the
Members a very Happy and Prosperous
New Year and a good golfing season.

Please help us to help you by repairing
your pitchmarks on the greens and by
replacing your divots. In return we promise
to do everything we can to provide you
with a course you will enjoy playing and of
which you will be justly proud.
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SCOTLAND

0382 24152

NORTHERN
ENGLAND
GIBSONS GARDEN
MACHINERY LIMITED
Kirkham

0772 682516

FEWSTER AGRIC
SERVICES LIMITED
Seaton Burn

091 236 4155

F R SHARROCK
LIMITED

Wigan

0257 422710

MOUNTAINS MOWERS
Leeds
0532 531201

SEWARD
AGRICULTURAL
MACHINERY
Beverley

0482 869155

MIDLANDS
GROUNDCARE
Lincoln

0526 860060

MITCHELL FARM
INDUSTRIES LTD
Nottingham

0785 787987

MOTRAC
Nesscliffe
0743 741528

WFI GRASSCARE
Stratford upon Avon
0789 204C73

ROGERS
ENGINEERS LTD
Great Barford
0234 870201

EAST ANGLIA
BEN BURGESS
GARDEN EQUIPMENT
LIMITED

Norwich

0608 628251

ASTERN
TRACTORS LTD
Chelmsford
0245 256281

GOLF AND TURF
EQUIPMENT
Codicote

0438 820879

RISBORO TURF
LIMITED
Princes
Risborough

0844 274127

THURLOW NUNN
STANDEN LIMITED
Ely

0353 662871

e ;ruly way out in front, the

BY APPOINTMENT TO H.M. THE QUEEN
MANUFACTURERS OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY
HAYTERS PLC

AYTER

THE COURSE LEADER

THE PROFESSIONALS' NUMBER ONE CHOICE

four-wheel drive and
differential lock combine
to make this machine your
perfect playing partner.

To proceed further in your
quest for perfection, call
your dealer today for full
details and a demonstration.

T44 is the self-propelled
gang mower. The only
choice you need to make is
10" fixed or 8" floating
heads with 6,8 or 10 knives.
Ample power, advanced
controls, weight transfer,

Hayters PLC, Spellbrook, Bishop's Stortford, Herts CM23 4BU  Telephone: (0279) 600919 Ficsimile: (0279) 600338

S W ENGLAND

GWILLIAM
KELLAND LTD
Bridgwater

0278 722977

RON SMITH

AND CO LIMITED
Worcester

0905 23887

HENNINGS

HORTT TURAL LTD
Falmouth

0326 250020

LONDON

& SOUTHERN
ENGLAND
GOLF AND TURF
EQUIPMENT
Basingstoke

0734 796063

DRAKE AND
FLETCHER LIMITED
Ashford

0233 6250445

E O CULVERWELL
Lewes
0273 480250

NEW FOREST FARM
MACHINERY LIMITED
Ringwood

0425 472572

RISBORO TURF
LIMITED

Princes Risborough
0844 274127

BREDY
AGRICENTRE LTD
Dorchester

0305 267151

NORTH WALES
MAJOR R OWEN
LIMITED
Penrhyndeudraeth
0766 770261

SOUTH WALES
TED HOPKINS
Newport

0633 680754

NORTHERN
IRELAND
CYRIL JOHNSTON
AND CO LIMITED
Belfast

0232 813121
SOUTHERN
IRELAND

DUBLIN GRASS
MAC ERY

010 353 1 386995

JOHN O'FLYNN
AND SON LIMITED
Cork

010 353 21314088
CHANNEL
ISLANDS

TONY MAHY

Guernsey
0481 45468




