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So trustworthy,
you could call it Fido.

Over the last fifteen years,
greenkeepers and groundsmen have

come to rely on good old Super

Always effective and reliable, Super
Mosstox just gets straight on with
the job of controlling moss - on fine

turf or hard surface areas.

And it's just as good today as it's

always been. So when moss makes

an unwelcome comeback, just

remember faithful old Fido. It won't

let you down.
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Rhone-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, On
SUPER MOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN.

DISTRIBUTED BY;
Banbridge, Co. Down

James Coburn & Sons Ltd.

Tel: 018206 62207
ap Birmingham
REF E.T. Breakwell Ltd.
59 Tel: 0121 733 3344
Bournemouth
Roffey Brothers Ltd.
Tel: 01202 537777

Bristol

Avoncrop Amenity Products.
Tel: 01934 820868
Cheshire

County Crops Ltd. (Amenity Division)
Tel: 01925 758886

Co. Dublin

Unichem Ltd.

Tel: 01 835 1499
Colchester, Essex

Kings Horticulture Ltd.

Tel: 01787 223300

, Essex (M5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119.
THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339)

Dublin Kent Shropshire

Spray Chem Ltd. Eden Park Ltd. Amenity Land Services Ltd. .
Tel: 01 830 9099 Tel: 01795 471583 Tel: 01952 641949
Glasgow Lancashire Suffolk

Richard Aitken (Seedsmen) Ltd. Gem Professional. R.E. Rushbrook & Son.
Tel: 0141 440 0033 Tel: 01254 393321 Tel: 01473 830273
Home Counties Midlothian Yorkshire

Driving Force Leisure (Europe) Ltd. Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd. Aitken's Sportsturf Ltd.
Tel: 01508 528828 Tel: 0131 663 6617 Tel: 01977 681155
Sta-Brite Supplies Ltd.

Tel: 01256 811811
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WE SAY

A question of standards

mongst the dictionary defini-

tions of standards are a mea-
sure to which others (should)
co “_m or against which others
are judged and a required degree
of excellence. Where therefore
stands the profession of green-
keeping and indeed our Associa-
tion in this regard? As a positive
statement, the lead from your
Board of Management and Head-
quarters staff is one aimed at pro-
fessionalism in all we do and in
those instances where we are
found wanting every effort is
made to remedy situations with a
degree of urgency. That having
been said I suspect that within the
profession we are daily sur-
rounded by much complacency
and at times a lackadaisical
approach.

A recent letter of complaint I
received from a golf club con-
cerned interviews conducted for a
new head greenkeeper following
advertisement in Greenkeeper
International. The letter informed
me of the discourteous manner in
which two applicants invited to
attend failed to advise that they
were not going to attend the
interview. Both had been given
adequate time to advise the club
of a change of heart.

The letter went on to say that
the two applicants had completely
failed to extend to the club and a
panel of five the common cour-
tesy of a telephone call and that
consequently five very busy per-
sons wasted their time through
the thoughtlessness of our mem-
bers. The letter concluded that it
does not put greenkeepers in a
very good light. I would find it
difficult to argue with that conclu-
sion although I did point out to
the club that the individuals con-
cerned had not in fact renewed
their membership for 1995 — per-
haps a comment in itself. In fair-
ness it must be said that golf clubs
as potential employers often leave
much to be desired as far as stan-
dards are concerned and many
are the complaints I receive of the
lack of courtesy extended to our
members in terms of acknowl-
edgement of their applications for
posts or in the sending of formal
letters of rejection.

The incident related above
would seem to immediately ren-
der the two individuals con-
cerned, should they wish to renew
their membership, culpable in

BIGGA in focus

BY NEIL THOMAS

terms of the first stipulation of
our Code of Ethics. What Code of
Ethics I hear many of you say for
often there seems a lack of aware-
ness that we operate under such a
code? As a first consideration a
member pledges himself to ‘Set
standards of personal conduct
which will enhance the stature of
the profession of golf course man-
agement’. I make no apologies
therefore for republishing the
Code on this page for in this day
and age it becomes ever more
important that our members
abide by a Code to which they
pledge themselves on joining the
Association. Look carefully at the
ten points for the standards set

are high ones and be self-critical
in your own assessment of where
you as an individual fall short of
those standards.

Certain standards are set in the
use of the membership card by
our greenkeeper members to
enjoy courtesy of the course. How
many abide by the criteria set out
on the reverse side of the card?
Permission to visit a course should
be sought in advance, correct
dress should be observed on and
off the course and the club should
be thanked for their courtesy.
Unfortunately not all members
treat courtesy of the course as a
privilege and I worry about the
seeming increase in the number
of clubs no longer prepared to
extend the courtesy to our mem-
bers. The warning signs are there
and any known instances of abuse
of the privilege should be
reported to Headquarters in an
effort to ensure that the failings of
a few do not penalise the majority
who recognise and implement
their obligations in this regard.

One other area for considera-
tion. Working out on the golf
course in all sorts of weather
means that workwear must be
practical. That may be stating the
obvious but again are standards
important?

This Code is established to promote and
maintain the highest professional
standards of service and conduct among
the membership of BIGGA. Through
adherence to this Code, members will
gain for themselves recognition of
individual integrity, responsibility and
professionalism whilst enhancing
generally the respect and good will for
both their profession and Association.
As a member of the British and
International Golf Greenkeepers
Association, | accept this Code and
pledge myself to:

1. Set standards of personal conduct
which will enhance the stature of the
profession of golf course management.
2. Atall times carry out my duties and
responsibilities in such a manner as to
reflect favourably on the profession and
Association.

3. Seek to use every opportunity to
broaden my professional expertise for
both self-improvement and the good of
the profession.

4. Follow, as a basic tenet, sound
business and turf management
principles in exercising the
responsibilities of my post,

5. Observe the highest standards of
personal integrity in my relationship with

BIGGA Code of Ethics

fellow greenkeepers as well as other
associated individuals and at all times,
as far as | am able, assist my fellow
greenkeepers as required of me.

6. Pursue job advancement only where
vacancies arise and not at the expense
of a fellow greenkeeper and abstain
from any action, comment or
communication not founded on truth
which is likely to harm the professional
reputation or practice of another
greenkeeper.

7. Give endorsements of any kind only
upon satisfactory personal experiences
of the item identified.

8. Refrain from encouraging or
accepting considerations of any value
which might be deemed an inducement
to find favour for a particular party or
influence decisions in relation to that
party and at all times avoid any
exploitation of my Association, Industry
or Profession.

9. Support at every opportunity the
Association, its Regions and Sections in
seeking to improve the public
understanding and recognition of the
profession of golf course management.
10. Report to the Association any
evidence likely to be in violation of this
Code of Ethics.
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I think so. The inclusion in bud-
gets of appropriate workwear for
greenkeeping staff is important —
workwear which will be smart
and suitable for the tasks in hand
whilst remaining essentially prac-
tical. Importantly it assists club
members in their identification of
the greenkeeping crew and helps
create the right image. The ‘any
old thing will do’ syndrome will
not help the profession’s cause
and this is an area where, in
many instances, an immediate
improvement at low cost can be
implemented.

What of personal presentation
whether it be in terms of arguing
a case at the green committee
meeting or appearing at an event
appropriately dressed. As an indi-
vidual are you always setting the
highest of standards? Now there
is a view within the Association
that BIGGA members project an
image above their station and that
ultimately this may not achieve
job satisfaction or even the
respect of others. It is not a view
with which I agree but it is perti-
nent to the issues on which I have
touched in this article. I know the
way in which your Board wishes
to take the Association in this
regard in terms of setting the
highest of standards and I believe
that this is the prevalent view
amongst the membership. What
really is the alternative — an
acceptance that greenkeepers
should know their place with all
the implications that will hold for
wages, conditions of service,
training and indeed job satisfac-
tion?

By and large since the advent of
BIGGA in 1987, huge steps for-
ward have been taken in the pro-
fessional development of
greenkeepers and consequently in
the game’s perception of the pro-
fession and the esteem in which
the practitioners of greenkeeping
are now held. Yet it will only take
a minority to undo much of the
achievement and here I have out-
lined some worrying trends. If
golf as a game has a great deal to
do to put its house in order, we as
a profession and an Association
must strive to ensure that we do
not leave ourselves open to
unnecessary criticism by an accep-
tance of standards that may have
prevailed a decade ago but are
outmoded and unacceptable in
1995.



Magazine
wins top
award —
again

For the second year running your
magazine, Greenkeeper Interna-
tional, has won a top award.

It scooped a Certificate of Merit
in the Magazine of the Year cate-
gory in the Editing for Industry
Awards, organised by the British
Association of Industrial Editors.

Up against big budget publica-
tions from the likes of British Gas,
BP and Shell, the judges said:
“Greenkeeper International contin-
ues to be a thoroughly worth-
while publication. This pleasing
magazine is well presented, pro-
fessional and must fulfil its target
of informing and promoting all
aspects of greenkeeping.”

Some 1,439 entries — an all-
time high — were put forward in
the prestigious competition which
attracts magazine and newspaper
entries from trade associations,
local government, industry and
commerce across Europe.

MP and media celebrity Ken
Livingstone will present the
award at an Oscars-style cere-
mony in Harrogate next month.

Never a club to do things by halves, Wisley has bought 14
Kawasaki Mule 2500s for carrying staff and equipment
around the course. Two of the Mules, supplied by R Hunt of
Stockbridge, are fitted with Amazon topdressers powered by
hydraulic PTOs. These are pre-production versions of a hydraulic
powerpack that Kawasaki plan to launch in the near future.

Greenkeepers under fire:
from sub-machine guns

Greenkeepers at Ireland’s Balla
club in Co Mayo have to take
great care when going between
the second green and third tee.

This is where the gardai are to
be found blasting away with sub-
machine guns at a bank of earth.
They stop when people pass, but
members are, undertandably, still
concerned.

The course has been used inter-

mittently as an impromptu rifle
range for at least 20 years,
according to Dick Roche, a mem-
ber of Balla town park commit-
tee, which owns the 18-hole
course. But greater use has been
made of the practice facility since
an officer accidentally shot him-
self in the leg recently while
preparing to go on patrol.

A gardai spokesperson said:

“Obviously we can’t set up desig-
nated firing ranges all over the
country. We've come to an
arrangement with the golf course,
and we do our best not to incon-
venience golfers.”

Mr Roche admitted that mem-
bers found the gunfire a bit
unusual. “But we wouldn’t like to
lose them. The gardai are paying
rent.”

Clearing out

Sisis land clearers, all
tractor operated, are now
available for hire direct
from the manufacturers, for
short or extended periods.
Rates start at £525 per
week. The Macclesfield
company has also informed
us of a new distributor for
the Republic of Ireland -
Turfland Enterprise Ltd of
Blackrock, Co Dublin.

IT'S THE EASY WAY TO PAY: you can now use your credit card for membership and

FLYING DIVOTS

W Edd Hall, 25, has moved
from the London Golf Club,
where he was deputy head
greenkeeper, to The
Buckinghamshire to take over
as head greenkeeper. “With
his experience at the London
Golf Club and his four-year
degree in horticulture and soil
science, he will be a valuable
asset to our operation,” says
Phillip Chiverton, who was
promoted from head
greenkeeper to course
manager last July. Edd joins a
team of 11 greenstaff at the
18-hole private members
course which opened in
September 1992. This
workforce is topped up by six
casual staff in the summer.
Steven Hook has been
promoted to first assistant
after three years at the club.

B Graham Waller has been
appointed head
greekeeper/course manager
at Crockett's Manor Golf and
Country Club, Henley-in-
Arden, Warwickshire. Set in
over 200 acres, the 18-hole
par 73 course and 9-hole par
3 academy course opened
last June. “| previously
worked at Crockett's Manor
as assistant greenkeeper but
moved just after it opened to
Oakridge Golf Club, Ansley,
Warwickshire, where | was
appointed head
greenkeeper,” Graham tells
us. He returned to Crockett's
and took over from Adrian
Porter on March 27.

W The former head
greenkeeper of North
Manchester Golf Club, Fred
Johnson, has died, aged 91.

W Derek Walder
BEM,
sportsground
manager at the
Richardson
Evans Playing
Fields in south
London, was
installed as the chairman of
the Institute of
Groundsmanship at its AGM
in Edinburgh this month.

W Steve Mason beat 50 other
applicants to get the head
greenkeeper job at 9-hole
Mount Pleasant Golf Course
in Bedfordshire. The former
deputy head greenkeeper at
Welwyn Garden City is now
building new tees to give the
course 18 sets of tees.
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Our greenkeeper.

Truly way out in front, the T44 is the self-propelled gang mower. The only choice you need
to make is 10" fixed or 8" floating heads with 6,8 or 10 knives.

Ample power, advanced controls, weight transfer, four-wheel drive and differential lock
combine to make this machine your perfect greenkeeper.

To proceed further in your quest for perfection, call us today for full details and to arrange
a demonstration.

HAYTER

Purpose built - Precision made

Hayter Limited - Spellbrook - Bishop's Stortford - Herts CM23 4BU - England ~ Telephone: 01279-723444 Fax: 01279-600338



+ NEWS

Golf course,
superstore
for Grimsby

A new driving range and golf
superstore have opened in
Grimsby. The accompanying golf
course will follow in a few
months. The Swingtime Golf Cen-
tre features a 27-bay floodlit driv-
ing range and a 9-hole
2,400-yard course created to
USGA specification.

“I was genuinely impressed
with the quality, design and vari-
ety of the course,” said Stephen
Bennett, the PGA European Tour
professional with an academy at
the range.

MGC credits

Attendance at the ‘Greens’ part of
‘Grounds and Greens’ seminars at
Lancashire = County  Cricket
Ground on June 21 will earn
three credits towards the BIGGA
Master Greenkeeper Certificate.
Speakers include George Brown
(Turnberry), Derek Ganning (The
Belfry), Stuart Stenhouse (Gle-
neagles) and Anthony Davies
(Prestbury).

FLYING DIVOTS

Turfgrass scientist Robert Laycock has set up a new agron-

omy consultancy. During his 20-year career working with
turf, his clients and employers have included the STRI, Rolawn,
English Heritage and the National Trust. Two years ago Ping mak-
ers Karsten (UK) Ltd took over his first consultancy, Turfgrass Sci-
ence. Laycock will continue to work as a consultant for Karsten on
its two golf courses at Gainsborough and to interpret the results of
soil and tissue analysis for Karsten Turf Science, the analysis and
fertiliser company run until recently by Laycock.

Tractor order

Eight new tractors line up at
Haynes of Maidstone, ready for
delivery to turf supplier Tip-Top
Turf. The seven 51hp model Ford
3930s and one 75hp model Ford
5640 are fitted with 30.5x600x600
low ground pressure tyres and
will be used for mowing, vacu-
uming clippings, spraying and
rolling. Mowing is carried out on
a three-day cycle with the tractors
working up to 16 hours a day. Pic-
tured is Tip-Top Turf director
Charlie Wood (centre) receiving
the keys from Peter Innis (left)
and Eric Highstead of Haynes.

Need some BIGGA merchandise? You can now pay by credit card. Call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details

Langton Hall sold and could
become 18-hole course

Langton Hall and its Hawtree-
designed 9-hole golf course in
Leicestershire have been sold
to a private South African
buyer. He paid close to the
guide price of £1million to the
receivers, KPMG Peat Marwick.
Harborough District Council
have indicated that they would
favourably consider a change
of use for the conversion of the
hall to a 21-bedroom hotel, the

9-hole course into an 18-hole
course with a clubhouse, and a
residential scheme. Nigel Tal-
bot-Ponsonby, chairman of sur-
veyors Humberts Leisure, says:
“Langton Hall’s overseas buyer
is particularly interested in the
residential element of the
scheme. It could provide over
15 houses in a superb setting,
and will be developed over the
next few years.”

W Following the success of its
first Greenkeeper's
Information Day, the
Cambridgeshire College of
Agriculture and Horticulture is
looking for sponsors for next
year's event. Local
greenkeepers, secretaries
and members of greens
committees were invited to
the Milton Centre to listen to a
variety of talks and see
machinery demonstrations on
the college lawn. They were
joined by students from the
second year NVQ course. It is
hoped that next year's event
will be bigger. Tel: Martin
Crimmins 01223 860701.

B The Greenkeeping Supply
Company has appointed
Tony Oldell to represent it in
London, the south-east and
East Anglia while Liam
Galway has had his area
increased to cover Yorkshire,
Nottinghamshire,
Leicestershire, Lincolnshire
and Cleveland.

B Neil McCarthy-Primett,
deputy head greenkeeper at
Huntercombe GC, Nuffield,
Henley-on-Thames, has
passed the TDLB D32 and
D33 assessor award at
Oaklands College, St
Albans. This means he is
now qualified to assess his
own staff at NVQ levels 1
and 2.

B Hugh Soden has set up a
new business — Jubilee
Seeds & Turf (JST) -

market the range of turf
grown by Q-Lawns in south-
east England. Tel: 01797
320536.

B Terravent Ltd has
appointed distributors for its
new range of soil aerators
and decompactors. A&F
Warehouse will distribute in
Sussex (01428 661676);
Surrey Power Machines in
Surrey (0181 9741001);
Haynes Agricultural (Kent)
Ltd in Kent (01622 755726);
BS Mowers in Avon,
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and
Somerset (01272 353588);
Keith Morgan Mowers in
Dyfed, South Powys,
Glamorgan and Gwent
(01873 880244); and Risboro
Turf in Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire,
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire
and Oxfordshire (01844
274127).
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YOU SAY

Send your letters to The Editor, Greenkeeper International,
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF or fax them on 01347 838864

Fascinating glimpse behind the scenes

Having just returned from a Sec-
retary and Regional Administra-
tors meeting at Aldwark Manor, I
would like to take this opportu-
nity to say what an education it
was for me. I'm sure everybody
else who was in attendance
would thoroughly agree.

Our meeting started with Neil
Thomas making the necessary
introductions followed by Ken
Richardson giving an education
update and Chris Boiling talking
about Greenkeeper International.
Finally we were entertained by
the lively talk of Bill Lynch on
sales and marketing.

The evening session was filled
by Fenchurch Insurance who
made us more aware of our mem-
bership rights and benefits, and
where part of our subscription
goes. We were informed of our
24-hour direct line service. This
was followed by a relaxing evening
talking to fellow secretaries on
how everybody’s section operates.

The next morning we were
introduced to Brin Bendon who
has been involved in the manage-
ment courses at Aldwark Manor.
Brin conducted a very good ses-
sion on public speaking and pre-
senting ourselves in committees.
The morning finished with Brin
giving us the task of making a
presentation to a committee,
which created some nerves when
everybody’s case had to be read
out by themselves.

The afternoon session was a
tour of the BIGGA HQ by John
Pemberton who showed us how
things operate and introduced us
to all the staff. The day finished
with an open forum for every-
body to put their ideas forward.

To summarise, I would like to
inform fellow members what a
dedicated team we have working
for us at BIGGA HQ and I would
like to see more members actively
involve themselves in the Associa-
tion. We have come a long way
since 1987 but can still proceed
further with everybody’s help.
Antony Bindley, East Midlands
Section Secretary

A dog with a bone

With reference to two of your
articles in the February edition of
Greenkeeper  International, 1
would, if I may, make certain
observations.  Firstly, “Com-

In reply to the two letters in
the February edition, under the
heading ‘Jerry Bashing’.

Firstly, in reply to Mr Walton
at the Sennelager Golf Club. I
am sorry if you got the impres-
sion we were, as you call it,
“Jerry bashing.” The point was
more than anything aimed at
the profession and the vastly
different practices between the
English and German green-
keeper, and was not particu-
larly aimed at the race. Also, if
you would like to visit your
local Arbeitsamt (unemploy-
ment centre), you will see
there is no such ‘beruf (occu-
pation, trade, profession) as
greenkeeper. In the event of
becoming unemployed, which I
hope you never do, you would
be registered as a Land-
wirtschaft worker which is
‘farmer or agriculturalist’ or
even Landschaftsgartner (land-
scape gardener). Let’s hope this
will all change as golf becomes
more popular.

Secondly, I would like to
reply to Mr Seve Schmitz.
You're quite right, in any work
you must earn respect from the
people you work with and for.
The former has been no prob-
lem, whether it be a German or

A gap does exist between our
profession in UK and Germany

Japanese worker. The problem
we had was the golf course
owner was an architect who
would overrule many decisions
made by Mr Bishop. Mr Bishop
would explain why the owner’s
suggestion would not work etc,
only to be told: “Yes, I under-
stand — now do it.” To cut a
long story short, the so-called
fight you referred to took place
in court which, due to Mr
Bishop’s professionalism, which
should not have been ques-
tioned in the first place, we
won.

We cannot understand why
many German golf clubs seek
British greenkeepers because
“they are the best”, only then
to question decisions made by
the head greenkeepers.

Lastly, I would like to thank
the response from readers and
would be grateful and curious
to hear from anyone else living
in Germany with regard to any
aspects of the profession. We
can gain much from these
opinions, so it's about time you
all put pen to paper.

Elaine Holland

@ Elaine’s partner, Stuart
Bishop, is now head greenkeeper
of 27-hole Domane Niederreutin
Golf Club, due to open in July.

paction — the fight goes on” by
Philip Shaw. I would most cer-
tainly agree that aeration is of
utmost importance to any played
grass area summer and winter
alike. (Committee members and
agronomists please take note.) To
this end I would suggest that any
golf club official reading this arti-
cle actively encourage this proce-
dure as often as is possible, it is in
everyone’s interest. As for any
greenkeeper that is having trou-
ble persuading his or her club of
this point, consider two possibili-
ties. Firstly, are you sure that you
have effectively “sold” the idea to
your committee?(Some really do
take a lot of persuading.) Be like
a dog with a bone — don't let go. I
have had the same problem
myself. Secondly, if you are cer-
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tain there is nothing more you
can do to persuade them to make
the correct choice, leave! Yes,
leave. Vote with your feet, go
elsewhere, as that club does not
deserve a conscientious qualified
course manager. Take heart, it’s
not all doom and gloom.
Some clubs have woken up. The
others think we do it for our own
good, not theirs!

The second thing I'd like to
comment on is Paul Bishop’s let-
ter, “Bad and the good”. Well,
Paul, you are not on your own,
(you may have noticed a refer-
ence to agronomists above). You
state in your letter that you
parted company from one golf
club - be positive, be glad you are
no longer there. I have met good
guys but fortunately only one of

the other kind. Having given
much thought to this gentleman
over the years, I cannot decide if
it was his fault or not. Think
about the following. A number of
years ago I took over a golf club
which, in the early 1980s, had
run into problems and called for
help. They were sent an
agronomist who was a specialist
in a different field of sports turf.
So I would ask, who is at fault?
The agronomist could have said
he could not help for obvious rea-
sons, but surely he should not
have been sent in the first place.
Do we need agronomists? I, for
one, would say at certain times; a
problem can arise which you or
your colleagues haven’t encoun-
tered before. Then a true golf
course agronomist could be
invaluable. Do not be discouraged
by one or two unwitting people.
For any one who is interested, I
am a qualified head greenkeeper
of some 30 years, and in charge
for over 20. I have been in Ger-
many now eight months and have
thus far not regretted the move. If
anyone is thinking of the move
out here, go for it, it is different
to the UK but not as bad as some
would have you believe.
Ray Jackson, head greenkeeper,
Sennelager (British Army) Golf
Club

Not an ideal world

In reply to my earlier letter
regarding hard hats, Martin Peth-
erick (Letters, March) states that,
rather than greenkeepers wearing
hard hats, it would be better to
educate golfers not to hit golf
balls when greenkeepers are in
the vicinity.

This, of course, is the ideal.
Unfortunately it is not an ideal
world. Many golfers, regrettably,
hold greenkeepers in contempt,
the attitude “if they will cut the
greens when I want to play my
ball they deserve to be hit” is,
sadly, not uncommon. Given this
attitude, and that greenkeepers
frequently use highly dangerous
machinery, I believe they should
use both hard hats and education,
and any other method of protec-
tion available, and that golf
course management should sup-
port and encourage them to do so.
James Smith, Ollerton,
Nottinghamshire
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Eddie Connaughton continues his article on annual
meadowgrass by looking at ways of managing it

hen it is realised than

annual meadowgrass is no
longer just an annual plant, then
it is possible to manage strategies
to either eradicate it or live with
it. The very nature of classifying
plants such as Poa annua var
annua and Poa annua var reptans
is recognising that it is no longer

just plain annual meadowgrass

we are dealing with. Therefore it
is necessary to manage the turf to
the condition that prevails.

As an example, when new
greens are sown out with fescue
and bent grass, the first invading
grass is Poa annua var annua,
which is coarse in texture, shal-
low rooting and bunch type. Con-
versely, established greens will
usually have a fine-leaved, low-
growing, deeper-rooting grass,
with stolons present which will
most likely be the perennial bio-
type. Therefore, either for control
or management of meadowgrass,
it is necessary to determine what
variety is present in your turf.

In my opinion, there are differ-
ent classifications for the way
meadowgrass is managed and all
are applicable to individual situa-
tions. The three main categories
of management are:

1: NEW GREENS
These are invariably built on free-
draining sandy rootzones and are
sown with predominantly fes-
cue/bentgrass or, in more recent
times, creeping bentgrass
(Agrostis stolonifera) of American
design. Whether it is fescue/bent
or creeping bentgrass, the same
challenges exist in preventing the
meadowgrass from encroaching
the new surfaces. If a good den-
sity of whatever grass is sown is
established, then the encroach-
ment of meadowgrass is reduced.
However, in all fine turf surfaces
the real challenge occurs when
the height of cut is reduced to
produce the speed on the greens
that is invariably dictated by tele-
vision coverage, and in turn good
surfaces are subjected to undue
early stress.

It is at times like this that the
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grass thins out, algae appears and
the next step is meadowgrass.
The ‘traditional’ way of encourag-
ing the fescues and bents is
through aeration and depletion of
nutrients, because the meadow-
grass are ‘opportunist’ grasses and
always invade an over-fertile
area, thus suggesting that poverty
will eliminate meadowgrass. This
‘theory’ is probably the most mis-
leading of all the management
policies that have been discussed
over the past few years.

Of course, once a perennial
grass like fescue or bent has
declined and meadowgrass has
appeared, the battle is on for
which one will survive. In our cli-
mate, once the fescue/bent has
declined, the meadowgrass will
tolerate the practical conditions,
ie:

@ Continuous close mowing on a
regular basis;

@ Frequent bad weather includ-
ing cloudy days;

@ Year-round play;

@ Compacted soils.

Having said all this, the fes-
cue/bent and indeed the pure
creeping bentgrass greens can
compete with annual meadow-
grass once they are healthy
enough to prevent the invasion of
the annual strain from establish-
ing. Therefore to prevent
encroachment on new greens, the
turf sown (ie fescue/bent or a
combination of both or creeping
bent) should be kept in a healthy
condition with good fertility man-
agement. This does not mean
over-fertilising which has been
attributed to meadowgrass inva-
sion in the past, but more keeping
the desirable grasses healthy to
fight off the ‘weed’ grasses.

The other main advantage of
meadowgrass encroaching new
greens is that it is invariably the
Poa annua var annua species.
This strain is possible to manage
through cultural methods such as
scarifying, verti-cutting and top-
dressing to reduce its impact. Cer-
tain chemicals have an inhibiting
effect on the annual strain of
meadowgrass in this country but

per International by credit card: call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details



management

of Poa annua

there are no labels for such appli-
cations. The most effective way of
controlling annual meadowgrass
at this stage is through hand-
weeding out the invasive plants
as they appear. All other methods
risk invasion and if the ultimate
desire is to prevent meadowgrass,
then cultural control such as
hand-weeding is the most effec-
tive. This coupled with an
actively growing healthy sward of
fescue/bent or pure bent is the
way to ensure meadowgrass-free
greens. It is also important to
remember that as greens are cut
lower for the desire of faster
greens, then the risks are
increased proportionately for
meadowgrass invasion.

2: LINKS/HEATHLAND
GREENS

Traditionally these greens are
associated with free-draining
rootzones and sub-bases (ie sand

on links, gravel outwash on
heathland) and therefore
fescue/bent management should
be possible. However, the reality
is not so simple and these types of
courses go through the same
problems of controlling annual
meadowgrass. By their very
nature and length of time estab-
lished, the majority of these
courses have meadowgrass in the
greens. This meadowgrass is most
likely the perennial biotype
because it will have gone through
many years of cultural manage-
ment and it is surviving because
of its ability to adapt to the sur-
rounding environment.

The reasons why meadowgrass
would populate a links/heathland
green are many and there was a
period in the 1970s when fertilis-
ing and watering became popular,
thus increasing the opportunity
for meadowgrass to establish in
such swards. Realising the errors

of our ways, the 1980s brought
about policies of starvation and
low water consumption with
added aeration to eradicate the
meadowgrass established in the
1970s. Perhaps this was too much
too late because putting surfaces
went through a bad period for
smoothness and desirability.
Great patience was required by
golfers while the meadowgrass
died and the fescues/bents were
to fill in all the bare spaces cre-
ated. This did not happen to any
great degree of success and invari-
ably meadowgrass colonised these
areas again when some fertiliser
was applied.

The reasons for the lack of suc-
cess are many but in my opinion
there are two factors that are
rarely mentioned in this debate:
a) height of cut and b) traffic.

The continual pressure to cut
greens low for greater speed has
stressed in particular the fescue

plants to the point where the
meadowgrass becomes competi-
tive and take-over occurs. The
high volume of traffic that is so
evident on our courses today com-
pared to 25 years ago has an
effect also. This is particularly true
about winter and spring golf
when bents and fescues are sus-
ceptible to wear and meadow-
grass can easily invade surfaces in
early spring. It is known that
meadowgrass can grow at soil
temperatures of 45°F while bent-
grass needs 55°F to grow actively.
These wear patterns also extend
through the season. How often
have you seen a green in late win-
ter/early spring with the centre,
where all the wear is, dominated
with sickly-looking meadowgrass
and the outer edges or contours,
where the holes would not be
placed, having fine fescues and
bents present?

Such conditions prevail on
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The management of Poa annua

many courses and the dilemma
facing the golf course manager is
‘Do I fight it or live with it?’ I
think that decision should be
based on the amount of meadow-
grass present and the biotype pre-
sent. There are many different
strains of Poa annua var reptans
and if the fine-leaved types are
present in the greens it will be
almost impossible to eradicate
them through cultural methods, ie
low fertility, low irrigation and
continuous aeration. In such situ-
ations, meadowgrass can be
stressed to the point of death and
if this choice is taken then a few
useful tips would be:

® Aerate greens through hollow-
tining to remove any excess fibre
built up by meadowgrass;

@ Overseed the greens in these
bare areas with a seed mix domi-
nated by bentgrass but with fes-
cues present;

@ Have soil tests taken and fer-
tilise to establish the new grasses
with a balanced fertiliser contain-
ing nitrogen, phosphorous, potas-
sium and trace elements;

®Keep wear away from weak
areas by using the edges of greens
until establishment is complete;

@ Keep height of cut at 1/4in min-
imum while recovery is taking
place.

In managing the greens to
reduce meadowgrass, I think it is
important to maintain good den-
sity of the fine grasses so that they
compete for existence. It is also
important to carry out renovation
programmes based on good
greenkeeping principles of aera-
tion, topdressing, overseeding,
prevention of insect and disease
damage and adequate fertility
based on soil and/or tissue analy-
sis. Even with all the above, if
putting surfaces are desired dur-
ing a renovation programme, the
approach should be gradual
reduction of meadowgrass over
several years. Therefore an ele-
ment of meadowgrass manage-
ment is required while striving to
get rid of the plant longterm.

3: PARKLAND GREENS

Traditionally shaped from the end
of the fairway or built up with
existing soil with no real subsur-
face drainage present. Invariably
these greens retain water during
periods of high rainfall and most
times temporary greens are
required for winter play. Without
generalising too much, and every-
one can make their own individ-
ual assessment, these types of

IT'S THE EASY WAY TO PAY: you can now use your credit card for

greens will be dominated with the
Poa species. As outlined in the
first part of this article, there are
two different types of meadow-
grass. Old parkland courses will
be populated by the perennial bio-
type of meadowgrass which, as
discussed earlier, can be very diffi-
cult to eradicate.

These fine-leaved meadow-
grasses when managed properly
can produce a good, firm, fast
putting surface. They are rarely in
100% complete dominance and
often will have bentgrass mixed
through the sward. The combina-
tion of these species can be man-
aged to provide the necessary
quality of surface desired. Control
of meadowgrass on parkland
greens would follow the same
guidelines as that on the
links/heathland condition
described above. The meadow-
grass is very competitive in park-
land greens because of the water
retentative qualities of soil-based
greens. The amount of meadow-
grass that tends to be around a
parkland course other than on
greens is vast, therefore the seeds
are always blowing and populat-
ing fertile areas where other grass
species fail.

It is possible to try to reduce
meadowgrass on heavy parkland
greens but to try and manage for
complete eradication can be very
challenging to say the least. I feel
it is not sufficient to state that all
meadowgrass should be eradi-
cated no matter what the individ-
ual situations are and fescue/bent
should be colonised. To achieve
this on parkland courses where
the fine-leaved meadowgrass is
dominating is impossible cultur-
ally and the only way would be
spraying out with a total weed-
killer and resowing with
fescue/bent.

It is important to state that
many course managers through-
out Great Britain and Ireland
manage their greens with mead-
owgrass present and produce
excellent putting surfaces. The
very thought of stressing that
meadowgrass to the point of
death with the obvious resulting
bare and bumpy greens would not
be attractive, in my opinion, to
either the course manager or their
memberships. It has been well
documented over many years why
this option of managing meadow-
grass to form part of the green’s
surface should not be followed

and I will not go over it again.
However, I will discuss methods
of management that favour fine-
leaved meadowgrass forming part
of the putting surface on greens.

In managing meadowgrass, like
any other grass, root structure is
essential and therefore aeration is
central to any management pro-
gramme. The primary problem
with meadowgrass is its ability to
produce thatch and if this is not
controlled, problems will always
occur, from shallow rooting to
excess disease like fusarium, and
rapid drying out during drought
conditions. To have any success
with meadowgrass management,
thatch must be controlled either
through aggressive hollow-tining
if it’s present and/or aggressive
scarifying/verti-cutting/grooming
to help prevent its build-up. Aera-
tion in the form of deep slit-tining
and verti-draining is important in
those soils that have hard pans or
have water restrictions down to
300mm in the soil profiles. Unfor-
tunately, on those greens that
have deeper drainage problems it
would be necessary to rebuild to
modern drainage and sand-based
rootzones to ensure year-round
playability.

OTHER KEY AREAS IN MANAGING MEADOWGRASS ON PARKLAND GREENS

Fertility Proper applications of
fertiliser to sustain growth and
prevent die back of the plant. If
the plant weakens due to poor
fertility, it will invariably get
anthracnose disease which
hastens the decline of the plant.
Base fertilisations on soil analysis
but a little phosphorous is
important in a spring feed and
nitrogen and potassium can be
utilised throughout the season to
sustain growth. | am a convert of
using seaweed liquid and meal
type products for their
conditioning of the soil and their
benefits to root structure. Also,
they can be used year-round to
prevent meadowgrass from dying
off and therefore good surfaces
can be prepared early in the
growing season. This is not over-
fertilisation but rather spoon-
feeding the grass to achieve the
desired results without any
harmful side effects.
Topdressing This is crucial to
producing a consistent level
surface and | favour frequent light
sand topdressings to achieve
this. Whatever topdressing
material is to be selected for your

course, stay with it and do not
chop and change as this can
result in layering and eventually
root restrictions.

Aeration This is discussed
above and | would stress the
importance of carrying out the
correct type of aeration for your
individual situation, ie there is not
much point slit-tining and verti-
draining if 2ins of thatch must be
reduced — use hollow-tining.
Overseeding Even when
managing meadowgrass, it is
important to overseed with the
fescues and bents to encourage
these species to establish. In
meadowgrass dominated greens,
| see greater success with bent
dominated seed mixes rather than
fescue.

Pesticides Meadowgrass
management needs careful
monitoring for fusarium disease
and the autumn of 1994 was a
good example of greens growing
late and disease attacking. Use of
iron can be a big help in
hardening off the grass but if the
environmental conditions are
such that fusarium outbreaks are
common, then preventative

spraying is essential. | have
witnessed two courses only three
miles apart with almost identical
soil and grass types and one is
susceptible while the other rarely
gets affected. The purists
amongst us will say that fertilising
after mid-August causes all the
fusarium problems, but if the
meadowgrass dies back in
September/October, the greens
are bumpy for the winter.
Therefore maintain the growth
and prevent the disease for good
winter greens conditions.
Irrigation Use only as
determined by the weather
conditions. Meadowgrass does
not have to be over-watered, but
a little when the plant is drying out
will keep it alive.

M In conclusion, each golf
course is individual and I do not
intend this article to challenge
anybody’s personal management
policies. I hope I have put across
that there are alternative
methods of management and
indeed I have only scratched the
surface, but hopefully this will
generate discussion which
ultimately leads to solutions.

ship and
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Hard life or easy life? Municipal course or exclusive private golf club? Greenkeeper International explores the working practices of
two greenkeepers at each end of the course maintenance scale. We start with lan Holoran at Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Centre

lan Holloran near the par 3 6th. All the gr

For greenkeeper, read

and crash helmets

d with high-visibility j

, safety sh

entertainer

“w actually class ourselves as enter-
tainers, rather than greenkeepers,”
says Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Centre’s
Ian Holoran. “We entertain 80,000 people a
year, which isn’t bad going.”

His employers don’t call him a greenkeeper
either. His official job title is foreman,
although his job description would apply to
most course managers and head greenkeep-

ers. And his team of three permanent staff are
labelled ‘craftsmen/gardeners’, although they
are all qualified in greenkeeping and horticul-
ture, and all have spraying certificates.

This is just one of the differences I discov-
ered during my visit to this municipal course.

Many golfers view municipal courses as
“scruffy, badly-maintained eyesores,” accord-
ing to BBC Golf. But, as the magazine goes on

to point out, many of Britain’s public courses
offer “challenging golf, great scenery, good
facilities and deliciously low green fees”.
Middlesbrough Municipal is one of these.
Opened in 1978 on farmland three miles from
the town centre, it is among BBC Golf’s list of
the 18 finest public courses in the country.
Writer Mike Cable says it has been designed
to cope efficiently with heavy traffic. “The
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1995 15



or EASY LIFE?

‘When you come to tender for your own job every three years you know exactly
how much you spend on materials, machinery and labour’

front nine holes are wide open, with broad
fairways and big greens to help keep play
moving on steadily, while the back nine holes
are much more of a challenge, requiring shots
into and across the prevailing wind and over
becks.”

Different

Ian, 39, says working on a municipal course is
no worse or better than working on a private
course, it’s just different. In some ways the
municipal course can teach top private clubs a
thing or two, especially when it comes to
health and safety, training and looking after
staff. For example, Ian has monthly meetings
regarding health and safety. He recently went
to one to discuss the dangers of needlestick
injury. Many greenkeepers should be aware of
the dangers of catching Hepatitis B and C and
HIV from hypodermic needles discarded in
woods and copses.

They also have verbal/physical abuse forms
to fill in if club members have a go at them.
They simply fill in the pink form and the club
committee deal with the member. “They only
do it once. Troublesome members are slung
out,” says Ian, chairman of BIGGA’s Northern
Region. They also have an impressive internal
training programme. Among the courses on
offer through Middlesbrough Borough Council
are: time management, stress awareness,
effective report writing, dealing with aggres-
sion, skills in communication, computer liter-
acy, fire extinguishers, Health and Safety at
Work Act, manual handling, identifying haz-
ards, preparing for retirement and first aid.
First-aid training is especially important
because about 40% of the people playing the
John Hamilton-Stutt course are retired.

This high standard of training and attention
to detail has helped Middlesbrough Municipal
Golf Centre achieve registration under
BS5750, a coveted quality assurance standard.
It means the golf course promises to deliver a
certain standard of service, ie, that on any
given day a certain number of staff will be on
site and that at least one of them will be quali-
fied in first-aid, that the clubhouse will be
open for specified hours (8am-11.30pm), that
the greens will be cut by a certain time
(10.30am), that bunkers will be raked three
or four times a week, and members will be
told in advance that the course will be sprayed
on such and such day with such and such
chemical if the weather conditions prevail. In
other words, there has to be good communica-
tion with the golfers.

If members have a problem or a question,
they fill in a ‘feedback card’ and Ian has to
have a written answer back to them within
seven working days. The questions and
answers are also displayed on a noticeboard in
the clubhouse.

“It's worth everyone going for BS5750 regis-
tration because it means you're accepting a
minimum standard,” says Ian. “You have to
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set a standard you can achieve rather than a
vague wish. You have to set out everything,
for example your criteria for closing the
course. ” (see panel on Page 19).

Inspectors can come and check that stan-
dards are being maintained anytime without
warning.

Budgeting

Another major difference between Middles-
brough Municipal and private courses is the
budgeting system. Everything — yes, every-
thing — has a price. Moving the tee markers
156 times a year costs £2,987 and transplant-
ing 681 trees took 93.3 hours and cost £536
in labour.

“You soon get used to this way of doing
things,” says Ian. “And when you come to ten-
der for your own job every three years you
know exactly how much you spend on materi-
als, machinery and labour.”

This system came into operation in 1989
with the introduction of Compulsory Competi-
tive Tendering (CTT). Ian, who has been in
the greenkeeping and horticulture business for
22 years and started at the municipal golf
course in 1986 as first assistant, is now
employed by the Direct Service Organisation,
which is contracted by the Client Section (the
paymasters) who are answerable to the local
council.

This change not only had a big impact on
the organisation and admin of the greenstaff
but also their maintenance practices.

“One thing Compulsory Competitive Ten-
dering has done is focus councillors to look at
the products being used and to question —
especially with chemicals — whether it's the
right thing to use, if it’s environmentally
friendly, if it’s safe for the user and the cus-
tomer and what are its effects? They also look
at machinery and say ‘You don’t need two
greens machines, one will do — it will just take
you that little bit longer to do the job. Once
you've cut all 18 greens you've finished with
the machine and it’s stood there doing nothing
most of the day.”

After peering inside what many greenkeep-
ers would call a “lack of” equipment shed, I
saw for myself how much Ian had been
forced to streamline his machinery. There
was a Jacobsen Greens King, a Ransomes GT,
a Ransomes multi-mower, a Hydromain with
topdresser and other accessories, an Interna-
tional tractor, a trailer and two sets of gang
mowers.

“It's not a lot, but it’s all we need,” said Ian
dismissively. “We have a better back-up ser-
vice than most golf courses. We can borrow
equipment from the parks department. They
have nine tractors and six sets of gangs.”

With three permanent staff, three extra
summer workers and this arsenal, Ian has to
counteract the effect of more than 80,000
pairs of feet trampling around the 6,333-yard
par 71 course. Demand is high because the
course is within a five iron of two housing
estates, within a drive of another, and many




TEE-TO-GREEN QUALITY
[FROM JOHN DEERE

The John Deere line of golf equipment will literally
take you from tee to green.

2653

Superior performance on rugged terrain with a
precision cut, hydraulic reel drive and
66-cm (26-in.) ESP cutting units.

GATOR

Your best choice for a low cost, low-
ground-pressure go anywhere vehicle.
4- and 6-wheel models available.

3235

Delivers ground-hugging fairway mowing
performance with five John Deere-
manufactured 56-cm (22-in.) ESP eutting

units.

955

Choose from a complete line of gear- and
hydrostatic-drive compact utility tractors.
Plus front-, mid- and rear implements.

1200A

Excellent pulling and pushing power.
Opens up a whole new era of bunker rake
design. Many attachments available.

3365
Five 76-cm (30-in.) ESP cutting units
combine to deliver the highest quality of

cut over wide areas - from fairways to
roughs.

220

T'his new walk-behind Greens Mower features an operator-
presence safety system, more power, and a precision cut
with 11-bladed reel.

2243

Petrol and diesel models both feature 13.4-kW
(18-hp) engines and John Deere cutting

units, for an exceptional quality of cut on
your greens.

Count on us for world-class parts and dealer support as well.

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE ]

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG13 9HT, Tel. (01949) 863299 (answerphone)

CHISE

EY-H
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LANDSCAPING EQUIPMENT

SUPPLIERS OF A WIDE RANGE OF
LANDSCAPING AND TURF CARE MACHINERY

73 Riverside, Deeping Gate, Peterborough PE6 9AR

Tel: 01778 342829 Fax: 01778 341098

South Wales
Distributors for
INTURF

Gl \ .
Approved Wright Rain
Supply & Installation
Wales & West

OSL
GROUNDMASTERS

Specialists in Sports
and Recreational

Ground Management

-~

v Irrigation, Land
! Drainage,
» Verti-Draining &

Sand-Slitting.

Corneldu Mawr Farm,
Heol-y-Cyw,

Nr Bridgend,

Mid Glamorgan,

South Wales CF35 6HL
Enquiries: 01639 886 916
Fax: 01656 863 865
Mobile: 0836 610137
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OLF COURSE

EQUIPMENT

NEW PRODUCT FOR 95

New 3cms diameter, hand held, robust

SOIL TESTER

Retail price £15
* %k ok

WINTER TEE MATS

We offer a choice of quality Tee Mats
at a price to suit you from £150

* ok Kk

WINTER HOLE CUPS

The most economical way of saving the
greens this winter

@€
Pattisson

Established 1896

USING OUR EXTENSIVE

EXPERIENCE

TO SUPPLY

THE GOLFING INDUSTRY

WITH QUALITY

PRODUCTS FOR

THE TEE

THE FAIRWAY

THE GREEN

SPECIAL OFFER

TOP QUALITY 2-PIECE RANGE
BALLS £3.95 per dozen

THE CLUBHOUSE

THE GREENKEEPER

THE DRIVING RANGE

CALL NOW FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

THE PUTTING GREEN

H. PATTISSON & CO LTD,
342 SELBOURNE ROAD,
LUTON, BEDS LU4 8NU

TEL: 01582 597262 FAX: 01582 505241

TURF MAINTENANCE

EUROPEAN SPECS

The"ﬁns::rus Nikken
Knapsack mower/trimmer

B Mows steep banks
easily & safely
Trims bunker edges
quickly & neatly
Also performs all the
duties of a normal
trimmer and brushcutter
Hedgecutting and
cultivating heads also
availableNW
1 akes The NP
u&fil MAWM ‘rm o {
The unique Hover Hood gives the operator free-
dom and manceuvrability to cut steep banks quickly
and easily. Knapsack design gives him the freedom
and balance to mow even the most difficult banks.
With the hood removed and the blade changed the
machine quickly becomes an efficient edge trimmer.
Knapsack design effectively removes the engine

from flying sand so eliminates a major cause of wear
and breakdown.

Dixon & Holliday Ltd,

Unit 2, Sheppards Farm, Draycott Foliate,
Swindon, Wilts SN4 0HX

Tel - Sales: 01462 700547 + Works: 01793 741173 « Fax: 01793 741020

Need some BIGGA merchandise? You can now pay by credit card. Call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details



or EASY LIFE?

“Yes, it would be nice to have sand-based greens but as someone said, you cant

of the big local employers, including British
Steel and ICI, have been creating more ‘leisure
time’ for the local workforce. Also, as BBC
Golf said, the green fees are “deliciously low”.
Rounds cost £7.75 weekdays and £9.75 at
weekends. Season ticket charges are £240 for
adults, £160 for senior citizens and £95 for

juniors

Clay soil
Middlesbrough Municipal doesn’t even have
the luxury of sand greens to cope with this
traffic. The 18 greens are based on clay soil
and were built in the early '70s when 30,000
rounds a year seemed a lot.

No wonder the greens are 100% annual
meadowgrass, while the tees, fairways and
rough are ryegrass.

lan’s maintenance programme is similar to

that used by many parkland course managers.
He aims to fertilise the greens at the end of
April — the exact timing is dependent on a
rise in soil temperature. His staff will hollow-
tine, followed by a fairly heavy topdressing
with two tons per green brushed in.

Ian would like to have fast greens but it’s
not possible. He never cuts lower than
3/16ths and for some of the summer he
raises the height of cut. “When we get more
play, usually in and around British Open
time, we raise the height of cut to 1/4 to
protect the greens and we also feed three

weeks prior to the championship.”

During the 1989 Ryder Cup they raised
the height of cut to 5/16ths to save the
greens from the sudden upsurge in
demand from people who “weren’t really
golfers,” Ian said, choosing his words very
carefully.

The greens are cut daily during the
growing season and scarified once a week
during the summer to keep the speed up
and to maintain growth through the
whole year.

The holes are changed at least three times a
week during the winter and four or five times
a week during the summer.

They are played all year except when it’s
frosty, but as an insurance the winter greens
are maintained all year, treating them the

same as tees by cutting them at 1/4, topdress-
ing them three times a year, fertilising them
frequently and spiking regularly.

As at most golf clubs, a tee extension pro-
gramme is in operation to cope with the
increased levels of play. But with only three
winter staff and a lot of trees to tidy up in the
winter, only one or two new tees are con-
structed each year, using turf from the golf
centre’s own 2,000sq m turf nursery. “With
such a small staff we have to set ourselves tar-
gets we know we can achieve.”

New tees are built to the same spec as the
old ones, so they are not out of character with
the rest of the course. Ian admits not all his
colleagues agree with him over this, but he

grow grass in a desert’

Middlesbrough Municipal’s re

closure due

INTRODUCTION
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aimed at improving soil-water dispersal but

replies: “We can’t change
165 acres into a championship course, we've
got to manage the course as it is.”

This goes for the greens, too. “If we made
one sand green there would not be the consis-
tent playing surface of the other 17. Yes, it
would be nice to have sand-based greens but
as someone else said, You can’t grow grass in
a desert’. So you need the water, and in years
to come water will be more scarce, and you
need to feed them more, so the maintenance

will be more costly.”

Fairways
Fairways are cut once a week in the growing
season at 1/4in. “It usually takes two days to
get round,” says Ian. The rough, which has
been likened to a cricket outfield, is also cut
once a week to keep it down to a ball-finding
1lin. That takes one man about four days.

As well as maintaining the 18-hole parkland
course, the Middlesbrough greenstaff also look
after a driving range and two spring meadows.

Surface. Player traffi
r &
trerled trolleys — moyi

will lead to:
a) further soil
goil structure;

) loss of grass ¢

over —
greens will quickly lead to

INg weed invasj ikeli
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CONCLUSION
Continue with
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_ S, inc
Introduce verti-draining et
tions allow but, most of
play when conditions are unsuitable,

the proposed short- and long-

piking or
when ground congi-
all, resist pressure to

Nature Conser-

vancy, who make two visits a year, advise
them on the maintenace of these meadows.
Ian also takes advice from British Seed Houses
and the Sports Turf Research Institute.

One of the biggest problems with the course
is the drainage. Some localised drainage has
been installed in the worst areas, and more
work is planned but there isn’t the budget to
do the whole course. Regular spiking of the
fairways, hiring a Verti-drain once a year (in
the spring), and laying pathways is the answer
in the meantime.

“We believe that the expected improvements
will further enhance the facilities,” says golf
centre manager Maurice Gormley.

The trouble is, if they make it more appeal-
ing, they will attract even more golfers. Being
busy from dawn to dusk most days of the year
should be enough for any course — and cer-
tainly for any greenkeeper, foreman, enter-

tainer or whatever he’s called.
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THE ANSWER TO YOUR SUMMER
AERATION PROBLEMS

" & i mnw"i:_
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The RTS “ Sorrel Type” Rolr
A pedestrian model is also available
THE ANSWER TO YOUR GOLF BALL
COLLECTING PROBLEMS

The Acrn : Ballpicker
A pedestrian model is also available

QTS RISBORO’ TURF

CHINNOR ROAD, BLEDLOW, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
AYLESBURY, BUCKS, HP17 9PH

O

MULYE-C

The superb TM 1000 Tractor Mounted Aerator

\'\\if;

® |.0 metre coring width

@ Variable spacing with a large
choice of tine sizes. Hollow,
solid or mini

@ Productivity. Once acre per
hour at 26mph

@ Adjustable depth. Depth
capacity to 5 inches

@ Durability. Robust all steel
welded frame

® No grease points. Fully sealed
throughout

@ Fits your compact tractor.

@® TM 1500 1.5 metre working
width also available.

3 Hillside Close, Euxton,
Chorley, Lancs PR7 6)B

TellFax: (01257) 231861

For Ireloand please contact:

Croft Turfgrass Industries,
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TEL: PRINCES RISBOROUGH (01844) 274127 FAX: (01844) 274191 AD From |6hp gearbox or Greencroft, Castlebellingham,
Contact us for the name of your nearest dealer or a demo ';f; hydrostatic Co. Louth. Tel: 010 353 427 2163
ON YOUR GREENS!
RECOGNISE THE PROBLEM?
Poor quality greases ¢ 3 55 'y
: ur pr CiOUS reens! Course Furniture ¢/ Germination Aids v/ Power Tools v/
Damaglng yo i g Grass Seed v/ Wetting Agents v/ Germination v
Course Equipment v/ Turf s/\ Agronomy v/ Specialist Products v/
'[’ l<] l‘: 14 14: S()l; l\'l‘ l ( )N ! Spraying v/ M ech Machinery Hire v/
, ) Secondhand Storage ¢ Sands v/
LE’s high performance Almagard greases Machinery Sales v Soil Analysis v/

5 i . Animal Repellant v/ Shrubs v Spares v
Don’t wash out! — Won’t pound out! Servicing ¥ Tools s
Providing complete protection to the Health & Safety v Line Marking v/

3 | Fuels v/ Netting v/ Dressings ¢/
equ1pment you rely upon: Books ¢ Clothing v/ Drainage v Help v/
Course Accessories v/ Pathway Materials v/
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE C?“”"“""’” v g Tools ¢/ Tanks v/
AN ON SITE DEMONSTRATION Soils v Trees v/ Irrigation v/ Line Marking
“FOR ALL YOUR TURFCARE NEEDS”
CALL FREE Quadlity v Value v Choice v Availability v/  Service v/
LUBRICATION SOLUTIONS Operating hours Monday to Safurday 7am-9pm
Grass Roots House, 34 Ashton Road,
0800 71 6095 AD Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 THL
ot Tel: (01734) 771185 Fax: (01734) 785116

Membership subscriptions can now be paid by credit card. Call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details




Lovely atmosphere, no great hassle... and according to one league table, the best nine hole course in the world. Bob Gee of Royal
Worlington and Newmarket Golf Club explains why he thinks he’s got the best job in greenkeeping
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Royal Worlington’s Martin Law, left and Bob Gee: they plan to stay at the course all their wo!

rking lives

The only

et way we'll

leave is

by being

carried

outina
oX

hese men admit they've got the easi-

est job in greenkeeping. There are
only two of them maintaining one of the
world’s top 100 courses, but they wouldn’t
swap it for any other position. They
wouldn’t swap it for a course with an irri-
gation system, or one with USGA-spec
greens.

Bob Gee, 52, has been the head green-
keeper at the Royal Worlington and New-
market Golf Club, eight miles north-east
of Newmarket, for 36 years and Martin
Law, 46, has been assisting him for 27
years. They both joined the club from
school and plan to stay there for the rest
of their working lives, just as the previous
team of Harry Rutter and Claude Ruther-
ford did.

“No one leaves, they carry you out in a
box. No one wants to leave, it’s got a
lovely atmosphere and there’s no great
hassle,” says Bob, summing up the appeal
of the club, which was founded in 1893,
three years after the course came into
existence.

You can tell Royal Worlington is special
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ZENECA
ZENECA P FCA Professional Products
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ZENECA

Professionsl Products

NITROGEN
WITH IRON

FOR FINE TURF
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FOR FINE TORF
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The ‘Longlife’ Fine Turf Range provides different ~ The Spring and Summer and Finegreen NK products

analyses designed for use on all fine turf areas contain the unique nitrification inhibitor ‘Didin’, so

including golf greens, bowling greens, tennis courts providing nitrogen over a longer (on average 10 week)

and quality ornamental lawns. All the products are period than that of a conventional fertilizer, as

“organic, mini-granular, true compound fertilizers well as reducing the growth flush, risk of scorch,
containing seaweed extract and trace elements. and nitrate leaching.

ZENECA
Professionst Producls

’b‘“?i?'/l h | 2% % #3

Standard Range is for the turf manager who wants a high quality.
mini-granule with conventional fertilizer characteristics. They are true com-
pounds in the popular 9:7:7 (Spring & Summer), and 4:12:12 (Autumn) use
analyses. The new addition ‘Cleanrun’ features the two selective herbicides 2,4-D
and mecoprop within the 9:7:7 formulation. ‘Longlife’ Standard Fertilizers can be

used on all playing fields, outfields and other recreational areas.

FIRIEE SOUL ANALYSIS SERVICE

The ‘Longlife’ Soil Analysis Service measures the concentration of the major

nutritional components present in the soil, and is free to ‘Longlife’ customers. To

obtain a ‘Longlife’ Six-pack contact the Zeneca Professional Products Technical
Services Advice Centre on (01428) 645454.

‘Renovator’ contains 2,4-D, dicamba and ferrous sulphate. ‘Longlife’ ‘Cleanrun’ contains 2,4-D and mecoprop. ‘Longlife’, ‘Cleanrun’, ‘Renovator’ and ‘Mini-Gold’ are trade marks of Zeneca Limited.
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
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Profeseionsl Products

ZENECA ZENECA
Frofessions! Preducts Professioral Products

SPRING AHD
UMMER

NITROGEN

.“‘Longlife' 8ports Fleld ferhhzers are organic, minl-granular, true compounds
containing seaweed extract and other trace elements. They all contain the unique
nitrification inhibitor ‘Didin’. The Nitrogen is phase-released over a longer period
of time compared to conventional fertilizers. This prevents lush growth, which
is undesirable for sports field turf, and reduces Nitrate loss by leaching

making the products very economical to use.

\llﬂls'f’;

Profesvional Producie

ZENECA ZENECA
Professionsl Products ¢ d -

RENOVRTOR

F'odnhr wills the weeds

PRESEEDER SNl CoD

FOR Pabnanment . @ FORTORE

gllfe Preseeder contains higher levels of
growth and better root development when re-seeding or turfing. ‘Longhfe
‘Mini-Gold’ is a high nitrogen (31:0:0) mini prill SCU fertilizer for use on all turf
types, giving up to 14 weeks of controlled release. Variable application rates
give complete flexibility. ‘Longlife’ Renovator is a new triple action fertilizer
for all turf areas that feeds, weeds and kills moss.

Iife

FERTILIZERS

SEE US AT
WESTURF

ZENECA

Professional Products

Fernhurst, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 3JE
Tel: (01428) 645454



HARD LIFE €

or EASY LIFE?

‘Colour is secondary. Greens should be firm and fast. We're growing a putting
surface, not a crop”

as soon as you drive up and find
the course virtually empty, yet
there is a notice on the first tee
stating ‘No three or four balls per-
mitted’.

Royal Worlington is the only
nine-hole course in Golf World
magazine’s top 100 courses, and it
has been decribed by The New
Yorker magazine as “far and away
the best nine-hole course in the
world”. Much of its prominence is
due to the fact that it is home of
the Cambridge University golf
team whose ranks have been
filled with such influential charac-
ters as Bernard Darwin, who used
to refer to it as “the sacred nine”,
Harry Colt, Henry Longhurst and
Donald Steel.

Money alone will not buy you
membership of this exclusive club.
You have to know someone or be
a Cambridge Blue to get in. This
has led to accusations of it being
snobby, but we saw no evidence
of this during our visit to the club.
The atmosphere was very relaxed
and friendly and one member
bought a round of drinks for the
greenstaff and me.

The 102-year-old club has just
350 members and many of these
only play once or twice a year.
One member was playing his first
round there for 30 years. This is
one reason why Bob and Martin
think they have it easy — Royal
Worlington must be one of the
few courses in the country that is
under-played. Another reason
why they are lucky is that the club
was built on a superb parcel of
land. It’s in the middle of Suffolk,
55 miles from the sea, but the soil
is a sandy loam that many links
courses would love to own. “It’s a
fluke of nature. It's perfect for a
golf course but not much good for
anything else,” says Bob.

The original plan in 1890 was to
build 18 holes, but some of the
acreage was rather marshy, so on
the advice of Captain AM Ross, an
experienced local golfer, the
founders of the club chose to lay
out nine holes on the sandy soil at
the southern end of the plot and
let it go at that. Captain Ross is
credited with designing the origi-
nal nine holes on the 60-acre site.
A few changes were made in 1906
by an up-and-coming architect
called Harry Colt. Over the last 89
years, no alterations of any conse-
quence have been made.

Members appreciate that. In a

One of the toughest greens in golf: the 5th at Royal Worlington

fast-changing word it is a refresh-
ing constant. As you drive down
the road to the clubhouse, an old
brick farmhouse painted cream, it
is like entering a time warp.

I could just as easily have been
meeting Harry and Claude as Bob
and Martin. In fact, I would have
liked to have talked to Harry who,
during his long reign, set the stan-
dard of maintenance for the
course. Rutter’s secret was a mini-
mum of watering, no fertiliser,
and plenty of common sense.

Rutter had some unconven-
tional but effective means of tak-
ing care of the course. One was
the use of a squareboard rake, an
implement whose head is a thin
slab of wood through which nails
have been driven so that their
points protrude. Each March,
employing these rude rakes, he
tore the famous greens to pieces.
A fortnight later, fresh young fes-
cue grass of the finest texture
would begin to establish itself.
The rake may have gone but
many of Rutter’s principles are
still being followed today.

Original greens
As far as anyone knows, the
greens are those laid out by Ross
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or Colt, and have no drainage
system. Yet they drain superbly.
One minute they could be
flooded, half an hour later they
will be dry. “It’s nothing we do,
it’s nature,” says Bob apprecia-
tively. He has hollow-cored them
once and verti-drained them
twice in the last ten years. But
they are spiked a lot.

The greens are one of the main
reasons why people remember
this course. They have some of
the most wicked contours in the
world. Donald Steel describes the
green on the famous par 3 5th as
being shaped like a vaulting
horse. The narrow green falls
away abruptly on both sides — on
the right, to a stream and, on the
left, to a basin of thatchy rough
20ft below the green. There are
no bunkers on this 170-yard hole.
None are needed. From either
side it takes a very deft recovery
to stop the ball on the putting
surface and prevent it from slip-
ping down the slope on the other
side. Tales of good golfers “ping-
ponging” their way to an 11 are
common.

The greens are not just
renowned for their undulations,
they are also famed for their

speed. They are always fast (mea-
suring 10-11ft most days on the
stimpmeter) and they are in
superb condition.

They do not always look green
but Bob says: “Colour is sec-
ondary. Greens should be firm
and fast. We're growing a putting
surface, not a crop. It doesn’t
matter how it looks as long as it
putts well.”

The sward is 45% fescue, 45%
bents and 10% rubbish (Yorkshire
fog and annual meadowgrass).
Last year they were overseeded
for the first time in 100 years. Bob
chose Barenbrug’s Bar 1 mixture
containing Baruba/Bargreen
chewings fescue and Heriot/Bar-
dot browntop bent.

The greens are hand-watered
when necessary. There is no irri-
gation system. Bob believes this is
an advantage: “We don’t need it.
It's ruined more greens than any-
thing. Not through the green-
keeper’s fault, through members.
They say, ‘We've paid all that
money for that expensive water-
ing system — turn it on’, whether
the greens need it or not. ‘They’re
looking a bit dry, put the water
on’.”

Bob says it is much easier to



ruin a good green than to make a
bad green good. And the easiest
way to ruin a green is by overwa-
tering it and overfeeding it. At
Royal Worlington they will never
overwater their putting surfaces.
“We can’t. No one’s going to
stand there with a hosepipe for
too long at 6 in the morning. Too
little is always better than too
much.”

Hand-watering also means they
can see which areas need it most.

Neither Bob nor Martin have
had any formal greenkeeper
training. They use the techniques
they picked up from their prede-
cessors. Bob was taught by
Claude Rutherford, the head
greenkeeper for 20 years, who
was, before that, Harry Rutter’s
assistant for many, many more
years. The only thing that has
really changed during Bob’s 36
years at the club is the machinery
that’s used.

When he came as a
boy he used one of
the original Ransomes

TIP
“If you've got a
patch of moss, put

advice from the STRI who have
been making annual visits for the
last six or seven years.

Four times a year (April, May,
June, July) they mix a little sul-
phate of ammonia, potash and
iron with the topdressing.

No trolley ban

Trolleys are allowed all year.
“Trolleys are banned from 9am on
January 1 to 9.0lam on January
1,” jokes Bob. “It’s a con, they tell
people to buy wide-wheeled trol-
leys and then as soon as there’s an
ounce of rain they say you can’t
use them on the course. That’s
ridiculous. There’s as much
weight on the bottom of the trol-
ley as there is on the bottom of
your feet. You can use markers.
But there are a lot of old people
who can’t play golf without trol-
leys. There are no trolley bans
here,” adds Bob, who admitted he
uses a narrow-wheeled
trolley to cart the hole-
cutter around while
changing the holes.

Overgreen walk-  the pin there in the Another reason Bob
behind triples; now he winter and let the feels lucky is that he
uses a Jacobsen golfers scratch it has a superb chairman
Greens King Mk4 out for you” of green. Derek Rains
“because members — Bob Gee has been in his post for

like the greens cut

before they play on a

Sunday and there’s no way I'm
getting up at 4am.”

They are cut every day in sum-
mer (never lower than 3/16ths
and never striped) and once a
week in winter (1/4in).

There are no temporary greens
and you get the feeling ‘tempo-
raries’ are as alien a concept at
Worlington as change. “There
should not be temporary greens
anywhere in this country,” says
Bob, without meaning to sound
arrogant, “because the weather is
not that bad. If you look after the
greens in the summer, you will
not need temporary greens in the
winter.”

The course only closes if there
is snow or if they've had rain on
top of frozen greens and the top
1/4in thaws. “If we close the
course, they know it’s for the
good of the course and we're not
just being Bolshie.”

They no longer mix their own
topdressing, they buy it in. But
since they've been doing this,
they’ve had dry patch problems.
To combat this they are using a
wetting agent twice a year on

five years and often

lends a hand on the
course. “He gets out on the tractor
and pulls a dragmat across the
greens. But he’s not very good
with a shovel,” says Bob with a
smile. One of his farm workers,
Brian Hobbs, helps out on the
course too, bringing a JCB with
him to construct tees.

New tees are one of the few
signs of change at the course.
While other courses move bunkers
to take account of technological
advances in the game, many
bunkers at Worlington lie in wait
in case anyone turns up with a
gutta-percha golf ball. But Bob
was quick to point out that not all
the bunkers were as obsolete as
they appear. The bunker by the
putting green, which you're not
allowed to practise out of, comes
into play if they swap the 9th
green and the putting green.

One of the most famous throw-
backs to the olden days is the
small hole in the wall of the club-
house lounge. That’s the bar!

Although they dont like
change, one change is imminent
for Bob — his first contract of
employment is being drawn up!

SOIL TECHNOLOGY

ON THE RIGHT

COURSE

Consistency of the growing medium is the key to superior greens
and tees, which is why Rufford place such importance on the
uniform particle size and the quality of all our sand/soil products

from Rootzone mixes to
Top-dressing mediums.

With Rufford you know they must
be the best, because

@ Materials are constantly checked.
® All dressings are heat treated.

® Uniform particle size.

® Soil analysis service.

® Guaranteed quality.

® Professional advice.

Of course, achieving such consistently high
quality products is only possible when the
technical aspects of each sand/soil mix is under
the tightest control. Again an area in which Rufford is uniquely
qualified, not only operating our own quarries,

but with in-house laboratories constantly monitoring their output.

Uniform size of
particles is essential
in resisting
compaction.

Call us today and find

out why greenkeepers

throughout the country
rely on Rufford

Jor quality and service
second to none.

Tel: 0161 877 8550

Fairway House, South Stage,
Broadway, Salford Quays,
Manchester, M5 2UQ.
Fax: 0161 877 8554

Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Top Fine,medium
Wide range, for
S bunkers to greens
Rootzone' Standard U.S.G.A. or
Mix  made to order mixes
Screened  Fully screened and
Soil shredded
Divot  Especially blended for
Mixes tees & fairway divotins
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Golf financing. Wherever you are, we speak your language.

Talking to lenders about Golf Financing is TFC, in conjunction with market leaders in
often like talking to someone from a different the business, E-Z-Go Golf Cars and Jacobsen
planet - unless you are talking to someone Turf Equipment, can offer highly competitive
from TFC. rates and low monthly payments.

Textron Financial Corporation (UK) Ltd, is For down to earth golf related

the only choice for the innovative and recommendations and the complete finance
effective financing you need to build or packages you need to implement them, make
maintain a golf course. TFC the first choice.

j § Al § TEXTRON

Textron Financial Corporation,
(UK) Ltd.

Telford Way

Kettering

Northamptonshire NN16 8UN
Tel: (01536) 417791

Fax: (01536) 310245

RAEDF E-Z-GO Golf Cars Jacobsen Turf Equipment




JACOBSEN.

TURF EQUIPMENT

Jacobsen’s René Orban, pictured right, has seen an industry

once content to plod along change into something much
more vital. It’s great now, he tells Carol Dutton

Jacobsen/Textron, the Ameri-
can conglomerate worth
approximately  £6billion, is
expanding its European opera-
tions with the help of a man who
would never grab the limelight.

As managing director of Jacob-
sen E-Z-Go UK Ltd, he is a marke-
teer who puts sales promotion
and advertising way down his list
of priorities and whose image is
as far removed from Saatchi and
Saatchi as you can get.

Yet René Orban took Jacob-
sen/Textron successfully to Aus-
tralia, developed the Irish market
and has seen a 100% increase in
UK sales since he took over six
years ago. Textron has now given
him their E-Z-Go golf car range
for the UK and made Textron
Finance Corporation (TFC) avail-
able for the first time outside the

US under René’s control. He must
be doing something right! I set
out to discover the secret of his
success.

In 1989, after 30 years in the
business with Kubota, Yanmar
and Massey Ferguson, René was
head-hunted by Jacobsen/Tex-
tron to manage its operations in
the UK. Formerly under the con-
trol of Orag, the company’s Euro-
pean distributor, Jacobsen had
gained a bad reputation for sup-
plying spare parts and suffered
from lack of financial support.
The parent company created a
UK subsidiary at King’s Lynn,
bypassing the European opera-
tion and pumped money into the
enterprise, air freighting parts
directly from the US. By the time
René took over, the Jacobsen
name had regained a place in the

i

UK golf market, but there was a
desperate need to consolidate.

“My immediate task was to
regain credibility by creating a
professional operation and man-
aging the UK sales. Up until
1989, sales had been haphazard,
with a mixture of direct selling
from the main office and indirect
selling through dealers.”

René created an exclusive
dealer network of hand-picked
individuals and cut out direct
sales  altogether. Research
showed that UK customers liked
local access to products and
relied on a strong personal rap-
port. Up until this point, René
admits that the reputation of
Jacobsen dealers in the UK had
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been poor. “They came bottom of
the list, both for supply and ser-
vice,” he said.

The dealers immediately
became “stocking dealers”, receiv-
ing new machines on the
premises, with regular training
from Jacobsen UK. René’s four
business managers (deliberately
not called sales managers), were
appointed primarily to support
their dealers and develop new
business. René insists that Jacob-
sen dealers are not customers.
“There is only one customer — the
customer,” he says. “Without
wanting to sound too American,
we look on all our dealers as
business partners.”

By 1990, as the business moved
to new premises in Kettering and
a full-scale distribution centre
was set up, dealers could expect
spare parts despatched the same
day (if ordered by 3pm), regular
training on preventative mainte-
nance, fitting and operation, spe-

B Jacobsen has

- appointed two new
dealers:
Chelmsford Grass
Machinery Ltd for
the Essex and
north-east London
area and SCATS
(Southern Counties
Agricultural
Trading Society)
for East and West
Sussex.

cially trained demonstrators
ready to go anywhere in the
country and support from their
business managers, when
approaching major clients. New
product information was pro-

D&E TURF

Tel: 01388 608620 Fax: 01388 609552
Mobile: 0836 376944

Toro Hydrojects with Ultraflow application

Trilo vacuum sweepers — Tornado Blowers

Greens, Tees, Bunkers (partial or complete)

Aeration:

Toro greens aerators

Cushman core harvester

Toro Fairway Aerator + harvesting

2.5mtr fairway verti-drain

1.5mtr Greens verti-drains
Seeding: 1.3mtr Moore Uni-drill

(Overseed Fairways successfully)

Proseed fine turf overseeder

(Accurate delivery with topdressing)
Renovation: Sisis hydraulic Veemows
Topdressing: = Metermatics for greens

Fairway sand spreading

Ultraplant high tip trailers
Screening: Gradeall SS100 Screener Shredder
Mowing: Toro 335D 84” diesel triples
Construction:
Drainage: Piped drains & Gravel banding

Whizzwheel slitting & sand grooving
New! Shelton gravel band drainer

D&E Turf Maintenance Ltd,
Aeration House, Romanway Estate,
Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 9AW

The Underground operation
for top level RESULTS!

Founder
member of the
North

P. S
Scheme

vided by Turf Talk, the company
newsletter, which has grown
from a four-page hand-out to a
mini magazine.

This year has seen the launch
of the customer service log book
building on the success of the
customer satisfaction survey. It’s
a form which evalulates every
aspect of the customer’s experi-
ence with Jacobsen from the
“sales person’s understanding of
his needs” to the “overall rating
of the product”. All forms are fed
into the computer with the results
going back to the US for analysis
before returning to the UK and
René, the dealer and business
manager. This vital information
system which has been operating
for over two years relies heavily
on customer participation. Not
everyone likes filling in forms,
but the incentive — having bought
your machine — is a free set of
protective clothing.

René runs a tight ship. The
entire Kettering operation, serv-
ing 22 UK dealers, carries just 20
staff, again, hand-picked. René
chooses people he can work with.
“It’s important to exchange new
ideas and concepts in order to
develop,” he said.

The head of Jacobsen Australia
was also carefully chosen. Follow-
ing his own marketing strategy of
“research and information lead-

ing to the right decisions”, René
spent his first two weeks in Oz
gathering information on golf
courses before deciding on a
direct selling approach, “But I
also found the right man to run
it,” he said.

Looking back, René has seen a
once conservative industry, con-
tent to plod along, change for
something much more vital. “It’s
great now,” he says, “Full of new
ideas and concepts which just
would not have existed ten years
ago.” These include the upgrad-
ing of greenkeepers, at last being
recognised as professionals and
not just someone who cuts grass.

Whether Jacobsen UK has been
successful can be judged by the
comments of one of our members
who I talked to at Harrogate.
Asked about the differences
between grass cutting machinery
on the market, he replied that
there was nothing to choose
between most of them but Jacob-
sen’s service was the best.

Fundamentals

René will say that the fundamen-
tals of business are the same, “A
professional approach, creating
the confidence to buy”, but per-
haps his secret lies in his personal
system, evolved over the years
which employs in his words, “The
best use of our people resources
and applying these to our prod-
ucts.”

Considering the fierce posses-
siveness displayed towards his
staff, the staunch back-up of his
dealers/business partners, the
commitment to training both
within Jacobsen and BIGGA -
René was one of the first to join
the Golden Key Circle and the
brains behind the Ecology Book-
let out next month — perhaps it is
the value and recognition of peo-
ple which sets him apart.

As an employee or a Jacobsen
dealer/business partner, a great
deal will be expected of you in
return for first-class support. As a
customer, you can rest assured,
for as the man says, “Selling is
the ability to deliver.”
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Remember: BIGGA now accepts credit
cards - the convenient way to pay for

magazine or membership subscriptions
as well as to buy BIGGA merchandise.
For details, call 01347 838581




Job Shop is a new
service provided by
Greenkeeper
International which

will give nternational

greenkeepers:

* the opportunity

QY |
= Y
to let potential

employers know about them for only £19.95 This Sp ) %, COUld

* looking for new s
OE{)on:rﬁties, a cha‘nge be WOI’kIHg for
of location, promotion,

you from only

or perhaps a move back
£75 per month.

into greenkeeping

Don’t forget to
include details of
qualifications,
experience and

perhaps award 0 : e
wins. You can fit b Co Id ia Call C&I‘Ol or
approximately 50 mb

words into your f LOUiSC on

advertisement.

Just send your details with a cheque for £19.95 01347 838581

made payable to BIGGA, to Job Shop, BIGGA,
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF

The Hollinwell Suit by top manufacturers Walrus has been designed
in association with BIGGA to provide a waterproof golf suit
manufactured to BS3546 — so it’s got to be good!

The suit has the Walrus Waterproof breathe 2 lining that is

guaranteed waterproof and breathable for two years. The outer fabric
used is tactel which has been teflon coated to give added comfort and
protection against extreme conditions.

With features like zip pockets, protective storm
flap, quilted collar and inside pocket, the suit is
not only functional but extremely stylish. The
BIGGA logo is featured on the arm and leg.

Take advantage of the special price and be confident that whatever
the weather, Walrus is keeping BIGGA dry!

rP!ease send me............ Hollinwell Golf Suit(s) at £79.95 each including postage/packing -:
i NAMIBE s s vasmysiin o T U R s B RS e s AT SRES |
: Address............ b ‘ :
T e e e Size required (tick): [IM«[]L«[] XL« [] XXL 1
| Clip this coupon and post with your cheque made payable to BIGGA, to: |
| Hollinwell Golf Suit Offer, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF 1

I Your cheque will not be cashed until your order is despatched. Write the details on a separate shest if you don't want to cut Up your magazine

Take out a subscription to Gr keeper International by credit card: call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1995 29




Around the Green

Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

CLEVELAND

There was a good attendance for our February
meeting at Darlington GC. Gerald Brady,
regional manager for Rhone-Poulenc Environ-
mental Products, talked about the new
Guardian grass seed coating which prevents
damping off and fusarium and the new selec-
tive weedkiller Spearhead.

Our membership is now 97. Congratula-
tions, chaps! I hope to see many of you at
Wearside GC on April 27 when our Spring
Tournament gets under way at 1.30pm. Bring
a friend or guest partner, it's a great opportu-
nity to meet other greenkeepers
and have a chat. Our two golf
organisers are Bob Lawton and
Chris Fiddel. =
Saltburn GC has promoted Alan

' Reed to first assistant.
BRUCE BURNELL

EAST SCOTLAND

It is with regret that after 17 years as secretary
of the east section, I have to announce the res-
ignation of Willie Blair. Willie has been a stal-
wart member of both SIGGA and BIGGA,
giving both his maximum support and time.

I have extra reason to be sorry as without
Willie’s guidance I would not have been a
greenkeeper. Through the past few years
Willie has not had it easy, but has always had
a smile and willingness to help other mem-
bers. I am sure I speak for nearly all members
who came into contact with him when I say I
will miss the shout of “I'll have a vodka, lime
and soda.” Thanks for all the work, Willie, and
please don't be a stranger.

However, BIGGA needs to move on, so a big
welcome to Robert Hogarth, our new man at
the helm. Please bear with us until we get
things sorted out and normal service will be
resumed.

PETER ORMISTON, Chairman

...Greenkeepers on the move in east Scotland:
Stevie Dixon — Newbattle GC to Kingsknowe
GC; Graham Hobbs — Torphin Hill GC to Bath-
gate GC; Stuart Cruikshanks — Bathgate GC to
Deer Park GC; Billy Hudson moves from first
assistant to head man at Newbattle GC; Rory
Campbell, assistant at Muirfield, takes over as
head man at Torphin Hill GC; and Michael
Osbourne moves from Newbattle GC to Mur-
rayfield GC as an assistant.

Dates for your diary: The spring outing at
the Glen GC on Wednesday April 12 will soon
be upon us. So let’s see a big turnout as this is
the second qualifier for the Hayter tourna-
ment. Another skittles night has been
arranged for you at Right Wing, Willowbrae
Road on Friday April 28. 1 hope to see some
new faces at this one. Andy Hastie, course
manager at Dalmahoy GC, would like some
volunteers for bunker raking duties during the
Scottish PGA Championships at Dalmahoy on
May 17-21. Anyone interested should contact
me on 0721 722832.
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Thanks go to Scottish Grass Machinery for
an excellent tour of their premises and talk on
the future of their company, with a super buf-
fet thrown in too. The winner of the SGM quiz
was Andy Forrest of Swanston GC. He will
receive a sweatshirt and a bottle of whisky,
presented by Roy Auld.

ROBERT HOGARTH

EAST OF ENGLAND

As 1 sit here trying to think of something to
write to all of you East of England section
members (quite a difficult task because I do
not get any information regarding appoint-
ments, retirements or any other gossip sent to
me), it crossed my mind that our section
chairman, David Walden (ICI Greenkeeper of
the Year), was probably mid-air somewhere
over the Atlantic on his way to the Superin-
tendents’ Show in San Fransico (lucky
blighter). Maybe our section might find it eas-
ier to nominate someone for the ICI Green-
keeper of the Year award in 1996. Having
seen what David has accomplished, we should
be inundated with head greenkeepers propos-
ing to follow in David’s footsteps.

A new golf fixture which will take place this
year is a match with our neighbours, East
Midlands. The first match will take place on
their turf. The date and time are to be con-
firmed.

Membership in our section seems to have
taken off. In the last month I have had ten
applications to process. This brings us close to
100 members and can only be good for the
section and BIGGA. It is especially good to
note that Kenwick Park have had five mem-
bers join, so see if you others can get fellow
greenkeepers also to join.

New members that I would like to welcome
to our section are: Peter Tubey, Mason
Appleby, Robert Vickers, Geoffrey Henderson
and Stephen Dobbs of Kenwick Park GC,
David Sankey of Grimsby GC, James North of
Sandilands GC, David Williams of Southwell
GC, Jim Fulton of Mommersteeg Seeds and
Matthew Bishop of Belton Woods GC.

Finally, you will all be receiving a fixture
card of golf events and seminars in our region.
This is with the help of Howard Storey and
John Deere Limited. Many thanks to them.

Anything of interest please contact me on
0733 260297.

GRAEME MACDONALD

MIDLANDS

When I went up to Harrogate for BTME, it
snowed heavily, and I thought it was great —
as long as it did not come south. Having had
so much rain in February, I was beginning to
wish for 4ins of snow, to give the greens a
break from the constant golf! Mind you, I have
heard those two favourite comments over the
last few weeks: “Why isn’t the course open,
we've had no rain?” and “The course should
be closed, it’s far too wet!”.

I hope Midland Section members have
entered the Zeneca Premier Greenkeeper
Award, if not, ring HQ for details.

I would like to welcome all our new mem-
bers, including: Roland Broadley, Andrew
Minshall, Scott Whale, Ian Turley, Kevin Tre-
gartha, Craig Roberts, Robert Rowson, Ray
Harvey, Mark Shaw, Andrew Davies, Paul
Dawson, Richard Erratt, Craig Tidmarsh, S
Palethorpe, Ian Hughes, Paul Sewell and Mark
Kite.

New trade association members are: Nick
Bennett, George Attwood-Harris and Ivan
Toon.

If anybody did not receive a fixture list and
entry sheet, contact Sue or me, and we will
send you copies in the post.

I hear Adrian Porter is moving back to
Leicestershire to a new job from Crockett’s
Manor Golf Club. We wish him well.

Finally, an interesting new technique is
being tried by Sean McDade of Harborne Golf
Club. Sean is learning ballroom dancing in an
effort to cut down on compaction on the
greens when changing holes etc. I will keep in
touch with Sean and let you know if the tech-
nique is working. Seriously, though, good luck
with this new hobby.

KIM BLAKE

NORTH SCOTLAND

I wish I had kept my big mouth shut about the
weather! Yes, it has still been very mild, but
we have had more rain in the north this win-
ter than I can ever remember, especially in the
last few weeks. Even here at Tain on sand we
have had to open up and rebuild drains long
forgotten as they never had to do much. I fear
for greenkeepers on inland clay-based courses.
Let’s hope for a good early spring.

New memberships are beginning to roll in
now; here are the latest: Alastair Ross, Royal
Dornoch; George Aitken, Peterculter; James
Morrison from Turriff who actually works on a
course in the Arabian Gulf; and Roderick
Ogilvie, the proprietor of Broughty Land-
scapes. Keep them coming.

In the February magazine you would have
read about Royal Dornoch head greenkeeper
Robert Patterson’s eventful winter with win-
ning a set of golf clubs followed by breaking
his ankle playing squash. Well, what they
didn’t mention was his amazing hole in one
earlier in the winter at the 8th hole of his
home course, which even off the winter tee
measures 350 yards! Can any greenkeeper



claim a longer hole in one, I wonder.

In response to repeated requests for a sec-
tion dinner/disco, the committee in the guise
of Hugh Maclatchie and Dougal Duguid have
arranged it for Friday November 24 1995 at
the Westhill Hotel near Aberdeen. The cost
will be £12 per head and a good deal for any-
one wishing to stay over is bed and breakfast
for £20 per head. Tickets go on sale at the
spring outing at Newmacher next month. This
may seem early but we need to know if there
is a demand for this night as if we have to
cancel, the earlier we do it the less it will cost
the section. If you want to go, you can book
your ticket in May and pay sometime over the
summer, at least we will have an idea about
the numbers early on.

Hopefully this will become an annual event,
it is up to you. We are currently looking into
the possibility of holding our AGM in the
afternoon of the 24th at Westhill Golf Club,
with golf before, details to follow.

Finally, have you sold your 200 Club ticket
yet? Remember, the first draw is next month
and all tickets have to be sold prior
to that. This is the major
fundraiser for the section with pro-
ceeds used to keep the costs of
outings down and subsidising the
dinner/disco.

IAIN MACLEOD

SURREY

Congratulations go to Chris Keen upon his
appointment as course manager at Reigate
Hill GC, to Douglas Brand, formerly of Brain-
tree GC in Essex, upon his appointment as
course manager at Betchworth Park GC and to
James Watson who is moving from Wisley GC
to take up the head greenkeeper position at
Clandon Regis.

Hopefully by now you will have received a
full list of events for the coming season. I hope
they will be well supported. If by any chance
you have not received a fixture list, please
contact Derek Walder on 01737 246088.

If you wish to enter the Huxley Bowl this
year, please return slips as soon as possible so
that the competition can get under way, thus
avoiding finishing late in the year.

Forthcoming dates: May 4 — Spring Tourna-
ment and Hayter qualifier, Blackmoor GC;
June 6 — The Cresta Cup at Kingswood Golf &
Country Club; June 21 — Southturf Exhibition,
Motspur Park. Those of you interested in the
dinner-dance at Reigate Manor Hotel will be
pleased to hear that it has been booked again
for November after last year’s success.

DAVID GIBBS

WEST SCOTLAND
Spring is upon us with the sun shining and
grass growing non-stop. Who’s kidding who?
Well, you never know, maybe next year.

The recent games night arranged at the
Claremont Bowling Club once again proved a
successful evening. The winners on the night

were D Mowatt (once again!) and S Taylor,
with runners-up S Ballantyne and S
McGeachy. Our thanks for this good night go
to John Scott (Nairn Brown) who organised
everything including those tasty pies. Thanks
also go to the Claremont members for allow-
ing us the use of their club.

The recent trip organised to St Andrews
proved very successful although the golf
museum closure was somewhat disappointing.
A good day was had by all, with a break away
from the constant rainfall on this side of the
country. Our thanks go to tour guides Gordon
Moir, Eddie Adams and Mark Brunton. Thirty-
five people turned up for the event, it just
goes to show people are interested in what'’s
happening elsewhere.

The spring outing has been arranged for
April 25 at Lanark GC. This was at short
notice, so thanks indeed to Lanark and their
head greenkeeper for responding so well.

On a sad note, Tommy Young of Kilmalcolm
passed away in December. Tommy was head
greenkeeper there for ten years, and a past
chairman of the West Section. He was an hon-
orary member at the club and a past cham-
pion in 1949 and 1959. Our thoughts are with
his family.

Finally, I'd like to wish Alistair Connel of
Cawder GC every success in his new position
at Collingtree Park. Alistair has proved a valu-
able member of the section over a long time
and he will be greatly missed, not for his foot-
ball skills, I might add.

If anybody has any information to pass on,
then please call me on 041 9425554.

STUART TAYLOR

BUCKS, BERKS & OXON

I hope, by the time this report is printed, the
rain has stopped and the golf courses are dry
enough to put machinery on.

Once again the section has been fairly quiet
with very little news to report. This gives me
the opportunity to thank several active mem-
bers of the committee who recently resigned.
Firstly, Simon Edwards for balancing the
books over the last year as treasurer, and also
Bernie Wall and Lachlan Morrison for carrying
out all golf administration duties.

Over the past four years it has become very
difficult to obtain golf courses for our events,
because clubs are reluctant to give up a valu-
able business day. It’s down to time and effort
from Bernie and Lachlan that we've had some
splendid venues.

Due to public demand, there will be a five-
a-side football tournament on Sunday April 30
at Wycombe Sports Centre. Entry will be £10
per team. It is hoped this will be well repre-
sented — the more teams, the better the event.
If you are struggling to make up a team of
greenkeepers, then persuade some of your
friends to join in. If this event proves to be
successful, then a league will be formed next
winter.

On the education side, we are putting

together a seminar to be held soon and details
will be posted in due course.

Before signing off, congratulations to Dave
Goodchild and Katie on the birth of baby
‘Augusta’ in December.

LINDSAY ANDERSON

SOUTH WEST

Welcome to several new members who have
joined the ever growing section over recent
months, amongst them Neil Taylor from
Mendip Springs Golf Club, and Michael
Fawecett of Marlborough Golf Club.

Whilst on the membership theme, it was
pleasing to see so many new faces at Lans-
down Golf Club when we held our winter
competition and lecture. Support for section
events is slowly increasing, so for those who
haven’t got involved yet an open invitation is
extended to all. If you don’t play and would
like to participate in the day, ring me prior to
the event and I could possibly arrange a
course walk with a member of staff from the
respective club.

It is always difficult to arrange a winter
competition during February. After all, who
wants dozens of greenkeepers scrutinising
their course during periods of bad weather? A
call from course manager Guy Woods the
night before the Lansdown event highlighted
the problem. He reported that it was snowing
heavily but at worst there would be 18 tempo-
raries. The day’s weather though proved
somewhat better with a strong breeze and vir-
tual]y no snow left. Considering this and pre-
vious months’ weather, the course was in
excellent condition, with fairways, tees and
greens all cut. Thanks to Guy and his staff for
the time spent in preparation, to Lansdown
for allowing us course courtesy and to the
caterers for a tasty lunch. The results were: 1,
M Newman 35 pts (back 9); 2, S Frankcom 35
pts (back 6); 3, S Sage 35 pts; 4, N Perkins 34
pts; 5, P Godwin 32 pts (back 9); 6, C Tozer
32 pts. Thanks to Avoncrop and BS Mowers
for their generous prize donations. The day
was rounded off with a talk by Andrew Ven-
ables of Fairways on wildlife management of a
golf course.

Nominations are now being taken for this
year’s Zeneca Premier Greenkeeper of the
Year Award. This extremely worthwhile com-
petition aims, in Zeneca’s words, “to find the
greenkeeper who gets the best from his or her
course with the facilities available.” First prize
is a visit to the GCSAA Conference in the USA.
The closing date for applications is May 31
1995. If you are interested, give me a ring on
0117 9793127 for an application form.

Finally, another reminder that Westurf takes
place at Long Ashton GC on April 26. Your full
support should guarantee another successful
year.

KEVIN GREEN

DEVON/CORNWALL
Members were treated to all extremes of
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Turf-Care Supplies:

Fertilisers

Soil Conditioners
Wetting Agents
Pesticides
Grass Seeds
Turf
Line Marking Materials
Sports Equipment
Top Dressings
Soils & Sands
Composts
Bark
Tools

Engineering Services:
New Machinery
Reconditioned Machinery
Service
Repairs
Overhauls
Spare Parts
On Site Servicing and Repairs

Hire and Contract Services:
Specialist plant hire
Verti-draining
Aerating
Top Dressing
Over-Seeding
Hydro-Seeding
Grass Cutting
Spraying

For all your Turf-Care needs
PARKER HART

T. Parker & Sons (Turf Management) Limited,

Tel: 0181-337 7791 Fax: 0181-330 7392

Malden Green Farm, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 7NF
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BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE

BIGGA

IT'S THE EASY WAY TO PAY: you can now use your credit card for membership and { b

A BIGGA

\ g/ and SILVER KEY

CIRCLES

...to the following
companies, in recognition of
their continued support for
the Greenkeeper Education

and Development Fund
ZENECA
@ RHONE-POULENC Professional Products

The Toro Company Lely (UK) Ltd.
International Division UK distributor for Toro
Irrigation Commercial Products
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Avoncrop| RISBORO’ TURF

Together, we're building a
great future for golf club,
greenkeeper and game
For details of how you can support the
Education and Development Fund, f
Contact BIGGA at Aldwark Manor,

Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NE.
Telephone: 01347 838581 Fax: 01347 838864 BIGGA
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weather from snow to warm sunshine during
the morning’s round of golf at our February
meeting at Wrangaton GC. Numbers for the
day were disappointing but those who were
able to attend enjoyed the hospitality shown
by the club with excellent food and the course
made playable after all the recent rain by head
greenkeeper Gerald Ayliffe and his staff. Con-
gratulations, lads!

After an excellent lunch, John Palfrey of
Avoncrop presented the golf prizes and Avon-
crop Trophy for the morning’s bogey competi-
tion.

Result: 1, Tony Gooch (Torrington) -1; 2,
Brian Ridgeway (Fingle Glen) -2; 3, Nigel
Tyler (Ruffords) -3.

The grapevine has reported that Richard
Minton of Zeneca has been ousted from top
spot of the order of merit for touring trade
members by Nigel Tyler. We await Richard’s
response!

To conclude a most successful day, our
afternoon educational talk on ‘preparing your
case for capital expenditure’ was presented by
Keith Janes of ING farm finance.

The section thanks Wrangaton GC and all
their staff for making our day so successful,
Keith Janes who made the long trip to be with
us, and John Palfrey and Avoncrop.

Finally, I look forward to meeting you all at
Westurf. It’s the best in the West and it’s free.
It will be held once again at Long Ashton GC,
Bristol, on Wednesday April 26. All your main
local and national dealers will be there to
answer your questions, you will also be able to
see the latest machinery being demonstrated
on the large demonstration area which
includes a golf green. With all the latest turf
care products on show, you can’t afford to
miss Westurf ‘95. It is RAC signposted and
parking and admission are free.

RICHARD WHYMAN

CENTRAL SCOTLAND

Following last issue’s sad news about the
death of our only life member, John Hender-
son, this month’s report also begins on a som-
bre note. David Cameron, head greenkeeper
at Ladybank GC, Fife, has died at the age of
32. David was also a long-standing member of
the section and a dedicated greenkeeper who
could always be found on his beloved Lady-
bank.

I am sure I can speak for every member of
the section in extending our sincerest condo-
lences to his family.

On a happier note, it’s a big welcome to the
section’s first female greenkeeper, Sharon
Lawrie of Elie GC, Fife. We wish her every
success in the future. Not to be outdone, male
membership is showing a big increase and it is
a pleasure to extend a welcome to Gordon
McRae, David Smith, Andrew Graham, David
Gorman, Scott Couttie, Simon Crawford, J
Greig and D Halley (sorry, I don’t have your
first names). Hopefully, we will meet you at
some of our section events in the coming
months.

The illustrated talk by Jimmy Kidd of Gle-
neagles, at Burntisland, was another great
success, with some 50 members and club offi-
cials in attendance. Jimmy was his usual inim-
itable self, giving us an insight into the
development of the Gleneagles landscape over
the last 400 million years. (I didn’t think he

had been there that long!) Who else but/
Jimmy could hold an audience’s attention for

three and a half hours, with no one leaving
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the room in case they missed anything. On
reflection, perhaps we should have asked
Jimmy to speak at the AGM.

With regard to the formation of a section
football team, we held a ‘trial match’ at Dal-
gety Bay recently and from the commitment
of everyone who participated it may not be
too long before some of the Premier League
teams are showing an interest in the Central
Section (I'm sure there are a couple of teams
who could do with our assistance right now.)
Details of the match against the West Section
will appear in the near future.

Congratulations to former section member
David Murdoch on his appointment as head
greenkeeper at Liphook GC. David served his
apprenticeship at Dunfermline GC before
deciding to take his skills down south. Well
done, David! Congratulations also go to Ian
Jarvis of Alloa GC who, at the time
of writing, was just about to give
up the single life and settle down
to ‘wedded bliss’, well that’s what
he is trying to tell himself.

JOHN CRAWFORD

SOUTH COAST

The section workshop at Sparsholt College
was run by Frank Newberry, a well known fig-
ure to greenkeepers who have attended
courses at Aldwark Manor. Seventeen mem-
bers attended — it was necessary to keep num-
bers down because of the hands-on nature of
these workshops. For those who were disap-
pointed at missing out, there is to be another
one during the autumn.

The feedback from those who attended was
very positive with a general request for a fol-
low-up programme. On behalf of those attend-
ing I would like to thank the industry sponsors
for the day — Rowes of Chichester, Romsey
Garden Machinery and Rolawn.

The winter social programme for ‘95/°96 is
being prepared and your thoughts for suitable
events are requested. Please send your ideas
to me at 45 Constable Close, Sholing,
Southampton SO19 1EN.

We were all pleased to hear of the appoint-
ment of Jeff Drake as head greenkeeper at the
Hampshire GC. Jeff worked for many years at
Salisbury and South Wilts and Erlestoke golf
clubs before joining the Hampshire in Septem-
ber 1993 as deputy head greenkeeper.

The committee has been asked by Bob
Young of Sparsholt College to emphasise on
all members and especially head greenkeep-
ers/course managers the importance of sup-
porting our trainees. It is incumbent on us all
to give them our support!

ALAN MITCHELL

NORTH WEST

As'I write these notes, the rain, as usual, is
lashing down and I am trying to remember
when we last went 24 hours without rain or
snow. This winter must have been a night-
mare for anybody involved with the mainte-

nance of turf. The grass has hardly stopped
growing, but conditions are so wet that even
normal winter maintenance cannot be carried
out.

Let’s hope the weather is fine for our golf
match against the North Wales section at
Northop GC on Tuesday May 2, tee off
1.30pm. A team of 16 is required so if you are
available, please ring me on 0151 7245412.

A few movements to report this month.
Stephen Worthington has moved from Prest-
bury GC to take over as head greenkeeper at
Macclesfield GC, Peter Cross has moved to
West Derby GC as assistant green-
keeper, and Andrew Mannion is
moving from Warrington GC to
Southern Down GC in Mid-Glamor-
gan as assistant head greenkeeper.
BERT CROSS

MID ANGLIA

Brocket Hall course manager John Wells, star
of last month’s magazine, gave 20 Mid Anglia
section members a guided tour of the course.
He went into the history of Brocket Hall and
the difficulties faced when setting up a new
golf course with predominantly sand greens.
Thanks to John and the management of
Brocket Hall for allowing us to see the course.
It was disappointing, however, bearing in
mind the location to see so few people there.

We are looking to secure Brocket Hall as the
venue for our Autumn Tournament towards
the end of October. As soon as this is con-
firmed, I will let you know.

Our Spring Torunament goes ahead on the
25th of this month at Royston. The format will
be 18 holes in the morning (medal), which
will be the qualifying competition for the
Hayter-Beaver Challenge, followed by 18
holes stableford in the afternoon.

Several changes to the rules of the Lodge-
way Fourball competition have been decided.
These are: 1, The main draw to be drawn out
of a hat (not regionalised); 2, 8 leagues; 3,
Quarter finals to be drawn; 4, Semi finals to
be drawn - to be played on a neutral course
decided by mutual consent among the com-
petitors. If they cannot agree, the committee
will decide the venue; 5, The final will be
played over 36 holes unless exceptional cir-
cumstances intervene; 6, All matches to be
played to a win.

Ashridge GC is confirmed as the venue for
this year’s Texas Scramble/Christmas Tourna-
ment, to be played on Friday December 1.

Matches against the Midland Section and
the London Section are currently being
arranged for later in the year.

New members to welcome include: David
Smith, Alan Smith, Duncan Flower, Ian Turn-
bull, Chris Slimm - all from John O’Gaunt GC;
Peter Tiffney from Weston Turville GC;
Thomas Hooper from South Beds GC; Ian
Cropper from Hanbury Manor; Thomas Bow-
den from the Family Golf Centre; David
Wright and Gareth Knight from Brocket Hall;
Stephen Barrett from Knebworth GC; Brian
Nolan from Kingsway GC; Anthony Perkins
from Veralum GC; Mathew Towler and
Michael Cutmore from Welwyn GC; and Tim-
othy Lower from Delapre Golf Complex.

Finally, I would like to congratulate Colin
Robinson on his appointment as course man-
ager at John O’Gaunt GC and Steve Mason on
his appointment as course manager at Mount
Pleasant GC.

PAUL LOCKETT

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1995 33



SHEFFIELD

More than 60 members attended our March
meeting. If it takes a woman speaker to bring
members to lectures, maybe I should look into
booking more females. On the serious side,
thanks to those of you who did turn out on
such a bad day to hear Valerie Holt of the
National Rivers Authority.

Seems I just about got it right to have a lec-
ture about water as many of our courses seem
to have been closed more than open this win-
ter. But not those in and east of the Doncaster
area which seem to have missed most of the
bad weather as up to March this year my
course has only been closed four days.

Getting back to the lecture, my thanks to
Valerie — we all learned a lot from her talk and
slides about rivers, ponds, conservation, bore
holes and dykes on courses. One could tell by
the questions and reception she got at the end
of her lecture how popular her talk was.

New members include: Giles Brackenbury
(Chesterfield GC), Michael Clegg and Paul
Mason (Hallamshire GC), Leigh Platton (Lees
Hall GC), Stephen Currie and Steven Lacey
(Hickleton GC) and Christopher Sims (Scun-
thorpe GC).

RON ULLATHORNE

SOUTH WALES

Firstly, members who went to Harrogate on
the Westurf-sponsored trip have asked me to
pass on many compliments to the organisers,
Marion and Gordon Child. Once again, it was
superbly organised and a thoroughly enjoyable
four days. However, there were a few minor
hiccups. No names mentioned, but there were
four members who went to the wrong hotel to
attend the AGM and by the time they realised
that they had made a mistake they were
snowed in! But if there was a prize for the best
gaff it would go to the gent (you know who
you are) who, in a hurry, made a mad dash to
the toilet, to relieve himself of the previous
night’s curry, only to realise after a few min-
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utes that he had dashed into the wrong toilets
— yes, the ladies. It was a further few minutes —
35 in all - before he plucked up the courage to
make a dash for the exit, with fingers crossed
that he wouldn’t come face to face with a
female.

A marvellous exhibition and a superb trip —
get your names down early to secure a place
on the coach next year.

At Cowbridge, Mid Glamorgan, RS Bird Ltd
launched the new Ransomes E-Plex and G-Plex
before a crowd of well over 150 who had gath-
ered in the firm’s newly revamped premises.
Courage provided the liquid refreshment and
BBC commentator Alex Hay provided the
entertainment. It was a marvellous evening
and our sincere thanks go to all at RS Bird,
especially Jeff and Roger Bird.

A few days later at Pencoed College,
Amenity Land Services presented a day’s ‘turf
conference’. Topics included overseeding of
golf greens, contract spraying, fertilisers and
new products, including Farmura’s Inhibitor
and Rhone-Poulenc’s Spearhead. The atten-
dance should have been a lot better for this
enjoyable, informative day. Our thanks to Far-
mura, Sharpes, Atlas Interlates, Rhone-Poulenc
but mostly to ALS.

The following evening at Pencoed, David
Ward, course manager at Royal Porthcawl,
gave a talk entitled ‘Course preparation prior
to the 1995 Walker Cup.’ It was so good to see
not only so many people but so many new
faces in attendance. An enthralling presenta-

tion was given regarding the great links of
South Wales, where planning started some five
years ago. David covered the building of a
£6million sea defence, bunker rebuilding (all
96), tee enlargements and re-positioning, as
well as an ongoing intensive coring and aera-
tion programme. A thoroughly educational
and enjoyable evening, thank you David.

On the move: Andrew Jenkins, formerly of
the Southerdown and Langland Bay golf clubs,
has taken up his new position of first assistant
at the Clyne GC where Anthony Bull has been
promoted to deputy head greenkeeper.

Dates for your diary: April 19 — Spring Com-
petition/Hayter qualifier, Creigiau GC, 1pm
prompt; April 26 — Westurf, Long Ashton, Bris-
tol.

PETER LACEY

HAYTER

The 1995 Hayter Challenge Tournament
gets into full swing this month with 20 of
the 25 sections holding their qualifiers.

The greenkeeping golfers are playing
for a place in the regional finals and,
ultimately, a place in their region’s team
competing in the final at West Lancashire
Golf Club, Blundellsands on September
13-14,

Last year, once again, the Northern
team came out on top, narrowly beating
the Midland team.

Dates of regional finals: Scottish: May 30,
Cardross Golf Club; Northern: July 4,
Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Club;
Midland: July 5, Erewash Valley Golf Club;
South East: June 6, Stockley Park Golf Club;
South West: June 15, Carmarthen Golf Club;
Northern Ireland: August 18, Clandeboye
Golf Club; Eire: May 25, Glasson Golf Club.

Don’t miss Westurf, the biggest little show in the west country

Here's a golden opportunity to view the very latest mer-
chandise to be shown for the first time in the west coun-
try. 1995 has seen the launching of various new
products and many of them will be at WESTURF on
April 26.

Lindum, in addition to its existing range of turf, will
have the new StrathAyr BAyr Rooted Washed Turf on
display, so find out what the advantages are apart from
a faster root development. Fleet is exhibiting its new
range of line forming Xylene-free aerosols, and the new
Sprayliner will be demonstrated. Terralift Fertilisers’ top
product for 1995 will be Year Round 4:2:8 crumble and
the new product is Greens Start 11:1:1 Pencils, ideal for
regular use on newly constructed greens and tees. Also
new is Barkoel Crested Hairgrass, Barenbrug’s biggest
research project yet.

Two new products for the spring season come from
Roffey Bros. Gypronit is a mini granular turf fertiliser
and Eco-Dress is a topdressing derived from full com-
posted and graded green waste. Since last year Gwilliam
Kellands has been appointed main distributors for
Hayter-Beaver cylinder machines, for Somerset, Wilt-
shire, Avon and Devon. Claymore will be showing the
new Sabo Roberine C800, a 60in rear discharge or side
discharge out front rotary.

Sisis Equipment is bringing some additions to West-
urf: Supa-Rotorake, a heavy duty scarifier; Variseeder, a
new tractor mounted 4ft seeder; Technicore, a pto driven
vertical aerator; and Osca, an oscillating brush unit.

34 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1995

New products added to the Mascot range from Rigby
Taylor will be on display, and Zeneca has two new mini
granular products for 1995, Cleanrun (weed + feed) and
Renovator (weed + feed + mosskiller). The new herbi-
cide Touchdown LA will also be featured. British Seed
Houses has recently launched Providence Creeping
Bentgrass which has been bred for European condi-
tions, and Scotts UK has two new ranges of fertiliser.

The English Golf Union will be making its debut at the

show, exhibiting alongside various colleges, the oG and
the STRI. Farmura has a major new addition to its range
— Inhibitor for the natural management of fusarium. And
there’s lots more! So why not start your season posi-
tively and come to the show that's in the right place at
the right time. Bristol's Long Ashton Golf Club, the
hosts again this year, is an ideal venue for this presti-
gious “little” show. Ring 01803 844056 if you would like
a catalogue or further information.

Need some BIGGA merchandise? You can now pay by credit card. Call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details



he availability of good qual-
ity mature turf containing
the right grasses for a variety of
situations and growing on appro-
priate soils is the acme of perfec-
tion. Whether considered good
fortune, or the result of careful
planning and foresight depends
on your point of view, but the
head greenkeeper or course man-
ager who has developed such a
resource can be forgiven for
regarding it as better than money
in the bank should disaster strike.
Advancing years bring some
compensations but one’s attitude
tends increasingly towards pes-
simism. My beer glass is more
often half empty nowadays than
half full. With the sheer volume
of traffic on our golf courses
these days, both men and turf are
under a good deal of pressure.
The potential for disaster to strike
is always there, from hydraulic oil
pipe rupture and spillage to an
overlap using a spray or a mis-
cue with the weather forecast and
having wetting agents or fertiliser
down and then being stuck with a
hot, sunny day.
There is sure to be a sod’s law
which states that if a disaster is
going to happen, it will happen

Prepare and re-sow stripped areas in spring

GROW

Investing in a turf nursery can be better than putting money in the bank,

your own

according to David Boocock, senior agronomist with the Sports Turf
Research Institute, Bingley

the day before or the morning of
your major club competition.
Only you can minimise those
risks, but a good turf nursery may
well help you retrieve the situa-
tion if the worst happens, and we
all have our fair share of vandal-
ism these days.

Greens

Before assessing the desirable
qualities for turf that will be used
on putting surfaces, take into

X

account the playing requirements
for that area. Is the turf likely to
be used to repair an area dam-
aged by disease or winter kill and
will the green be required to be
in full use at normal cutting
heights as quickly as possible?
The same query must be

answered if a green has been
reconstructed and needs to be
completely returfed.

The reason for asking yourself
this question is quite simply that

most commercial turf grown from
seed is barely 12 to 14 months
old when it is sold, and relatively
immature. Such material is cer-
tainly strong enough to cope with
the stresses of lifting, handling,
transport and relaying, and a
good product will certainly look
mature. Unfortunately, it will not
cope at all well with normal
green mowing heights and regu-
lar heavy play within months of
laying.

How often do you see patches
of new commercial turf intro-
duced into putting greens which
either gradually decline and die
off, or remain weak and thin for
two or three years affecting the
smoothness of surfaces, never
really blending in properly for a
long time. In my opinion, the vast
majority of commercial turf
requires a “grow in” period before
it can be expected to support
close mowing and regular use.
That period can take from nine
months to two years depending
on when the turfing is completed,
the area of country and weather
conditions.

One or two growers can now
supply more mature sod, at a
price. If you can afford it, that’s
fine, otherwise grow your own
turf nursery.

Many clubs utilise part of the
practice putting green for repairs,
but that is never a really satisfac-
tory solution, more of an emer-
gency stop-gap. Far better to have
a properly developed and main-
tained nursery area. Having a
source of mature turf on site cer-
tainly widens management
options. No longer is there need
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GROW

your own

for ugly bare scars from winter
disease or other forms of die
back, even if tucked away at the
edges of the putting surface. You
can actively set about removing
coarser ryegrass patches, or, if
needs be, introduce bent and fes-
cue turfgrass plugs into annual
meadow-grass dominated areas
in a controlled management pro-
gramme over the years. That has
to add up to easier management,
better presentation and, to some
extent, peace of mind.

The qualities we are looking for
in turf include the correct grass
species, ie a blend of fine fescues
and browntop bents with very lit-
tle annual meadow-grass and no
coarser grass species. For most
inland sites there should be at
least 50% or more strongly estab-
lished bent in the sward. Fescues
generally take longer to achieve a
mature sod that can cope with
normal summer mowing heights
as well as regular wear and tear
and whilst a good proportion of

‘For quality greens turf on most sites, it is usually best to buy in a

good commercial turf to establish the area.’

them is acceptable for use on
links greens, too high a propor-
tion can lead to problems inland.
The grasses should be growing in
a free-draining medium that
matches the soils on the existing
greens. Even on older established
courses the top profile will be
fairly sandy as a result of regular
topdressing, and there is no point
“capping” that by laying on it a
turf growing in heavy loam. The
turf must also be free of soft,
fluffy organic material at the
immediate surface, and prefer-
ably used to regular mowing at
the normal putting green height
of cut.

Tees

The situation with regard to
obtaining suitable turf for tees is
far less demanding. The type of
grasses forming the sward are
less important, although on most
courses a blend of fescues and
browntop bent will still be the
aim. A small amount of annual

GRASSLANDS TURF FARM
For a finer class of grass

The independent
supplier of turf for
all applications

Our experience is your success

Distributors throughout
southern England

Tel: 01797 367130
Grasslands Turf Farm
Ashford Road, New Romney
Kent, TN28 8TH
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meadow-grass will not matter
and quite often the finer-leaved
cultivars of  smooth-stalked
meadow-grass are included
because these can blend well
with the other fine-leaved species
and established rhizomes
improve recuperative powers fol-
lowing wear.

Perennial ryegrass is still
regarded as unsatisfactory for
tees on the vast majority of
courses because of its open,
tufted habit of growth, coarse,
fibrous leaves and stems which
are difficult to cut cleanly and
intolerance of mowing at or
below 12mm.

The soil type the grass is grow-
ing in is also less important,
although obviously it is desirable
to have it established in a sandy
soil if the turf will be used over a
special rootzone mixture even on
tees.

Normal commercial turf, given
a reasonable sward at all, might
be expected to cope acceptably
with summer play after turfing in
the previous autumn or early
winter. Do not expect miracles of
course, such turf is still relatively
immature and it will do better
under a more relaxed mowing
height, with regular divot repair,
generous nutrition and irrigation
when required.

Choice in this situation there-
fore boils down to a question of
cost, and the quantity of turf
required. Where you have the
nursery space available and the
time to manage it properly, a
nursery for tee grade turf is well
worthwhile, especially if embark-
ing on a tee extension or enlarge-
ment programme spread over
several years.

Fairways/traffic routes

Widespread weakness or damage
due to drought or wear on fair-
ways will normally be best tack-
led by appropriate surface
treatment, seeding, mild feeding
and, in dry situations, irrigation
during the summer can often be
the key to success. Large areas of
turf for fairway repair are there-
fore unnecessary. It can, how-
ever, be useful to have some
mature fairway quality turf avail-
able. This comes in useful for
patching repairs on drought-
prone mounds, local heavily traf-
ficked areas, especially at the
edges of bunkers, on green sur-

rounds and anywhere that con-
tours funnel feet and trolleys and
which come into play.

Such places can seldom be
given special treatment during
summer, especially watering, and
on dry slopes or mounds that can
be vital to survival of thin, often
rather thatchy and young com-
mercial turf. Material like that
cannot cope with heavy foot or
trolley traffic either, unlike the
tees which get a rest between
periods of wear.

Bunker turf

The traditional and still best way
of retaining and holding a face on
links bunkers, especially those
facing full sun all day, is to build
up a revetted wall of turf. As
might be expected, that requires
a good deal of the right sort of
turf and on a regular basis. Turf
walls receiving full sun all day
combined with sand splash, wind
and normal erosion often survive
no more than three or four years,
so a regular replacement pro-
gramme is essential. Where there
are many bunkers on a course, up
to 2 or 3 acres can easily be used
per year on renovations and
rebuilding throughout autumn
and winter.

On many links, suitable areas
of turf for this purpose in the
rough have been plundered over
the years to the point where there
is very little of the correct type of
turf remaining. Commercial turf
is totally unsuitable for bunker
revetting and even where this is
used on bunker heads, it can be a
disaster unless very -carefully
managed and watered in its first
year. For these purposes, nursery
turf really comes into its own.
Because natural regeneration of
turf on the links can be such a
slow process, a special area which
can be resoiled when necessary,
irrigated in summer and which is
reasonably convenient for regular
maintenance is now more a
necessity than a luxury.

Above all else, turf for revet-
ting must be a tough, mature sod
with a well developed fibrous
root system which can be cut
50mm thick, will handle easily
and build up into a solid turf
wall. Grass composition is of less
importance but for neatness,
general appearance and ease of
maintenance, the finer grasses
are best.

Membership subscriptions can now be paid by credit card. Call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details



Taylor

A GROWING FORCE IN LEISURE

*TM of DowElanco

PESTICH 3

All Rigby Taylor Product Guides ;
are designed to help you, the professional, do your
job more effectively at minimum cost.

And in our latest edition on Pesticides you'll find full
information on Rimidin* and Bastion T* - the
revolutionary products formulated to give you

unprecedented control over many problem weeds and

fungicide diseases in sports and amenity turf.

Product Guide No. 3 also provides reliable technical
information compiled by specialists on all the latest
formulations with application rates and performance
factors together with advice and help on current
legislation. There is even a section on useful contacts
and measurement / conversion tables - plus of course
full details of our latest products.

Keep up to date with the developments and changes
continually taking place throughout the industry
- it’s essential reading!

‘f‘\.—

Read the label before you buy. Use Pesticides Safely.

Rimidin® contains Fenarimol.

Bastion T* contains Fluroxypyr and Mecoprop-P.

“rree 0800424 919

e

- I .

@ @
=With sections on
Bastion T* and Rimidin’
Please contact me regarding your new Guide No. 3 on
pesticides (please tick as appropriate).
I am also interested in other Rigby Taylor Product Guides:
D |
No. 2 Soil Conditioners,
Composts and Top

Dressings, Grass ‘
Seeds and Turf a

No. 1 Fertilizers No. 4 Rigby Taylor Sports
Equipment & Golf
Q

‘ Course Furniture

Bowling Green
Maintenance Guide [}

Name

Position

Club/ Authority

Address

Postcode
nglT)y Taylor Limited
Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancs. BL1 4AE

Telno
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Rolawn

Britain’s Finest Turf

NEW FOR
SPRING 1995

Just launched, our brand new
Turfmaster System

The complete turf laying system for the
21st Century making work around the
golf course quicker and easier today.

Make your budget go further, switch to
Rolawn’s TURFMASTER SYSTEM
using the all new BUDGET ROLL

Seeing is believing, to arrange
a FREE demonstration
contact your nearest Rolawn Turf depot

THE 15 SQUARE YARD ROLL IS AVAILABLE
IN ALL GRADES OF ROLAWN TURF

Rolawn

Turf Depots are situated throughout the UK

Brentwood ............. Tel: 01277 811566 Oxford.....ccoverneennen Tel: 01865 730101
Bristol .......... . Tel: 01454 415315 St Albans ... ...Tel: 01727 822139
Edinburgh.............. Tel: 01313353164  Sheffield...... .Tel: 0114 248 9646

Gateshead.............. Tel: 0191 493 2226 Sidcup ... .. Tel: 0181 309 5988
Glasgow....... Tel: 0141 7620770 Solihull........ ...Tel: 01564 784064
Guildford .... ..Tel: 01483 300908 Southampton.......... Tel: 01703 740059

London West.......... Tel: 01895 811544 Knutsford....... ...Tel: 01925 755151
Nottingham........... Tel: 0115949 1108 York .c.cocuemevuesensinee Tel: 01904 781234
Head Office: Elvington, York YO4 5AR
Tel: 01904 608661
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A ' SEE US AT

L 8\ WESTURF
: .’: )’
s

Jfor golftees (choice of 3
mixtures)

SPORTURF
ices. Jor the professional football
en it comes to innovation, new or rugby stadium

» hnology and a red carpet service

- Lindum are in a class of their own. HERITAGE

Sfor prestigious lawns,
gardens and parks

FESTIVAL
general landscaping

NEW
CREEPING BENT
the speciality golf turf

West Grange, Tl horganby, York YO4 6DJ Tel 01904 448675 Fax 01904 448713

advancing turf technology

V

101 4 ey @TE!

_d
SOVEREIGN

ON TOP FOR CHOICE - A grade for every purpose. Available in
standard or Jumbo rolls.

ON TOP FOR QUALITY - Top rated STRI cultivars all grown on light,
sandy soil.

ON TOP FOR SERVICE - Available direct or through local depots.
All Sovereign Turf is delivered fresh within 24 hours of harvesting.

GET ON TOP WITH SOVEREIGN - Call Steve Williams now on
01603-644209 for a quote, sample, or to arrange a visit to our fields.

Fir Tree Farm - Blaxhall - Woodbridge - Suffolk - IP12 2DX

International by credit card: call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details



Protect your nursery area

Establishment
An area close to the maintenance
base is ideal since it is then
unlikely to be neglected. It can
also double as an area for small
trials with materials and for set-
ting up machinery before ventur-
ing out onto more important fine
turf playing areas. The chosen
place should be away from areas
that come into play, although
space considerations often mean
part of the practice ground may
have to be utilised.

There should be a good 100 to
150 mm depth of sandy topsoil,
especially for putting green turf.

If not, ensure that a sandy root-
zone is at least provided on that
area. A means of irrigation is use-
ful on inland sites, essential on
links to allow sure establishment,
rapid growth and development of
a mature turf and also to ensure
that you can recycle a small area
on a regular basis.

For quality greens turf on most
sites, it is usually best to buy in a
good commercial turf to establish
the area. Then, manage it care-
fully for 12 to 18 months until it
matches the existing greens and
is mature enough to take close
cutting and play.

Seeding is clearly an option,
but you must have a clean seed
bed free of weeds and particu-
larly weedgrasses such as annual
meadow-grass, Yorkshire fog
grass and perennial ryegrass.
Many high hopes of developing a
turf nursery have foundered
through being swamped by these
coarser species. Where you can
start clean through adequate fal-
lowing and cultivation, or on a
naturally clean soil, produce a
seed bed in late summer and sow
during the period July through to
early September. A small amount
of an NPK fertiliser should be

ROW

your own

worked into the seed bed fol-
lowed by sowing a standard fine
grass seed mixture containing
top-class cultivars of chewings
fescue, slender creeping red fes-
cue and browntop bent chosen
from the tables in the current
STRI  publication “Turfgrass
Seed”.

Sow on to a firm soil bed with
uniform surface levels at no more
than 34 g/m2 and very carefully
hand rake or lightly harrow in;
on sandy soil finish off by flat
rolling. To ensure even coverage,
split the total amount of seed
and sow each half in opposite
directions. Final raking should be
at right angles to the greatest
slope, especially on seed beds
which will not require rolling
afterwards.

Any areas to be sown for tees
or general purpose material that
could be used on fairways, traffic
routes or bunkers should be
clearly defined and sown with an
appropriate seed mixture.

Management

Once fine turf has reached 50mm
height from sowing, top over
with rotary mowers twice at a
height of 30mm. Then, gradually
lower the height of cut by stages
over several months to 12mm
and in the second summer down
to 6 to 8 mm. Always box off
grass clippings. Top dress if you
have to, but it is far better to
spend time and effort achieving a
really smooth, firm soil bed
before sowing, and which will
allow close mowing afterwards.
Feed regularly and quite heavily
with nitrogen-based fertiliser at
between 150 and 250 kg N/ha

-

Fax: 01842 827911

Lawns

CORKWAY DROVE
HOCKWOLD, THETFORD
NORFOLK IP26 4JR
Mobile: 0585 277695
Office: 01842 828266

Supporting the Work of the National Turfgrass Council.

Growers of Quality Turf

Weasenham Farms Company Limited
A Quality Assured Company Within British Field Products Ltd.
ON CUE FOR QUALITY AND ON CUE FOR QUANTITY
* A full irrigation system complements the growing and harvesting.
% Situated between Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire.
% Natural fertility for vigorous root growth ensuring hard wearing,

* Naturally free from stones with level lying land.
* A finished product to be proud of.

@ )
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GROW

your own

during the first year to achieve
rapid development of a strong,
dense sward. Once the grass has
established properly, reduce
feeding to just basic maintenance
of one or two nitrogen feeds and
control thatch and any weeds as
necessary.

Irrigate carefully in summer,
particularly during the first year
when rapid development of a
dense and strong sward is vital.
After that, use water at lower
rates simply to maintain some
growth, but at the same time
aiming to develop a harder,
tougher, more mature sod.

The same basic approach will
be appropriate for other classes
of turf from seed, although fer-
tiliser treatment could be
reduced. Maintain the sward at
the height appropriate for its
intended final use.

By buying in commercial turf
intended for greens you can gain
the establishment year. Such turf

‘A few courses are blessed with an ample depth of good fertile

loam which can be stripped and regrown several times if the turf

is cut thinly.’

may need topdressing to ensure
a true mowing surface, keeping
it topped initially at 12mm until
roots are established strongly
and the sward is growing away.
Feeding will not be required at
quite such high levels as from
seed, but on sandy soils up to
150 kg N/ha may still be
required to ensure vigorous
enough growth and rapid devel-
opment of a dense and mature
turf. Commercial material often
needs a bit more light raking or
verticutting initially to reduce
the often soft, fluffy thatch that
comes with it. Afterwards,
reduce these operations bearing
in mind that to achieve maturity
a turf must develop a strong mat
of stems, roots and partly
decomposed material at the sur-
face which produces a tough mat
that gives resilience and the
wearing properties we are look-
ing for.

It is, of course, possible to

work existing swards down, after
all most of our older courses
started life that way, even
putting greens. Tees and general
purpose turf can readily be
worked down from rough simply
by vigorous initial harrowing,
flail mowing and, where neces-
sary, surface level improvement.
One or two feeds the following
summer and a gradual reduction
in height of cut combined with
light raking and any weed con-
trol needed will soon produce
results.

Bear in mind the need for reg-
ular preparation and resowing of
areas that are stripped of turf
over the winter. On sandy soils
there will be a need to rebuild a
suitable depth of topsoil from
time to time, easily accomplished
by spreading a skim of topsoil
and then thoroughly incorporat-
ing this into the underlying sand
to produce the very sandy mix-
tures suitable for links.

A few courses are blessed with
an ample depth of good fertile
loam which can be stripped and
regrown several times if the turf
is cut thinly. Indeed, it is not
unknown on some sites like this
for the turf to be cut and lifted,
leaving 25 mm wide bands of
grass between the stripped out
rows, and for the area to recover
within a year. It goes without
saying that however the used
area of nursery is re-established,
a little protection from traffic or
play if it is a part of the practice
ground will help.

Conclusion

Commercial turf is often a clean,
well-grown product, but it does
have some limitations. Knowing
and appreciating these, you can
often tailor the situation to suit
your own club’s circumstances
and requirements, and develop-
ing a turf nursery will often give
you the best of both worlds.

NOR
1509002

T CoumaT

INSTINCTIVELY

BIG ROLL TURF

The original patented system

CUSTOM GROWN

For special applications

CLASSIC

A complete range of turf types

LAY ‘N’ PLAY

Turf Tiles
Unique instant turf repairs

The Inturf Group,
Regent Street, Pocklington, York YO4 2QN
Telephone (01759) 304101 Fax (01759) 305229

For Scotland
Tel: 0131 663 6617/8/9 Fax: 0131 663 0651

For France
Tel: +++(33) 44 54 90 76 Fax: +++(33) 44 54 64 07

|
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NEW PRODUCTS

B A low-cost, lightweight trans-
porter equipped with the option
of either petrol or electric power
units has been introduced by
grass machinery manufacturer
Ransomes.

Suitable for use on turf or hard
surfaces, the Sprinter utility vehi-
cle, pictured above, is designed
for all applications requiring fast,
efficient and cost-effective move-
ment of light goods, tools or work
materials around golf courses
and sports complexes.

The four-wheeled Sprinter has
a polypropylene body to resist
knocks and bumps while its
tubular steel frame and heavy-
duty suspension give a smooth,
comfortable  ride. Rugged
moulded bumpers are fitted at
the front and rear for added pro-
tection.

The petrol engine available for
the Sprinter is an air-cooled unit
developing 8.5hp and fuelled by
a 6gal (28 litre) tank. Alterna-
tively, customers can specify the
electric Sprinter which has a 36-
volt direct drive motor powered
by six 6-volt batteries. Equipped
with electronic speed control, the
system gives an operating range
of up to 30 miles from a single
charge, depending on tempera-
ture, terrain and load.

The Ransomes Sprinter has a
manually-tipped,  polyethylene
dump box suitable for carrying
tools, work materials and other
light loads. Maximum payload of
the vehicle, including driver and
one passenger, is 8001b (364kg).

The price of the petrol-engined
Sprinter is £4,100. The electric
model is £3,950, to include a
battery charger with fully-auto-
matic timer

B After two years of development
and testing, Dennis has added
the 24in FT610 to its range of fine
turf machines. Designed with
greens and tees in mind, the
FT610 can be used to cut, comb,
scarify, de-thatch, brush, roll,

IT’S THE EASY WAY TO PAY: you can now use your credit card for

sorrel roll, or slit, simply by
removing and replacing cas-
settes — a job which takes less
than a minute and requires no
tools. “This variety of functions
performed by a single power unit
allows for year-round usage with
cost effective savings in time,
money, and storage space,"
says managing director lan
Howard.

Other features include:
@ Variable drive speed, inde-
pendent of engine revs, gives
the operator total control (includ-
ing cuts per metre/yard);
® Independent rear roller and
cassette unit drive.
@ Three-part differential rear
roller for manoeuvrability with
minimal turf damage;
@ Positive and easy height of cut
adjustment.
® Comb assembly, active or
passive, lifts horizontal growths
before cutting.
® Choice of Kubota or Honda
engine; and
@ Simple backlapping facility on
removed cylinder cassette.

Price starts at £1850 without
cassettes. Cassettes start at
£328. Tel: 01332 824777.

B Huxleys report an amazing
response from customers for its
new Soil Reliever Vertical Deep
Tine Aerator. Orders have
exceeded initial expectations
and include Carnoustie Links,
Helensburgh GC, Radley Col-
lege, Tylney Park GC, Shrews-
bury GC, Parker Hart Contract
Services, Corhampton GC and
Sundridge Park GC. Director
Paul Huxley says: "On all demon-
strations, customers have been
tremendously impressed by the
Soil Reliever's speed, smooth
operation, clean finish and
robust construction. Use of the
hydraulic link attachment allows
the operator to regulate aeration
depth from the driver's seat, and
routine maintenance is minimal.”
Tel: 01506 856968. :

STANDARD GOLF

FOR ALL YOUR
COURSE
EQUIPMENT

Our Professional Series Ball
Washer. Made from high grade space
age plastic case and superior
construction, its easy crank design
and super ball cleaning action, it is
able to wash up to four balls at a time.
The Pro Washer can be mounted on
our Tripod Ball Washer Stand, or
attached to any 2-3/8" O.D. Post.
Available at £118.68 each, or with
46" pipe stand £119.99 each.

Dimple-T Markers: i
plain, numbered or -
personalised. Rugged
durability, Dimple-Ts
are 57 in diameter '
with moulded-in,

galvanised steel |
spikes for easy

placement and

removal.

Colours available:

Red, White, Blue, Yellow, Black.

Plain: £6.43 each
Numbered: £7.60 each
Personalised: from£8.80 each

Our Economy Rake is priced so low, you
can order several for each bunker! The
full-size 15" head is made from high-
impact, molded plastic, and the 4" bright
yellow handle is available in wood or long
lasting fibreglass. NB: we no longer fit
spikes as standard.

Complete rake w/Yellow Wood Handle:
£4.70 each plus VAT in packs of 12

m * SPECIAL OFFER
36 Economy rakes at £3.99 each
Ask for our full colour 1995 Catalogue and Price List

Driving Mat 1.5m x 1.5m guaranteed for 12 months
@ £195 each (or £165 each for nine).
Contact Paula or Lisa at: Standard Golf (UK) Limited,
Maxwell Hart Business Centre,
PO Box 297, Lightwater GU18 5H]J
Telephone Lo-Call 0345 125398
Fax: 01276 452616

b
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ANIMAL

INSTINCTS

Gordon McKillop of the Central Science Laboratory looks at
managing mammals and birds on golf courses

Anumber of mammal and bird
species, such as rabbits, bad-
gers, Canada geese and moles,
are known to cause problems on
golf courses.

Greenkeepers are the ones who
have to deal with the problems -
humanely. Public attitudes to
wildlife management are such
that the welfare of wildlife is
quite properly a major concern
and therefore greenkeepers will
have to manage these animals in
a humane manner. There is also
legislation in place which pre-
scribes the way in which many
animals can be managed.

Wildlife on a golf course may
be of considerable ecological
importance and in addition may
make a course more marketable
in terms of the course’s aesthetic
appeal.

Therefore, the objectives must
be to manage any species only
when numbers increase to a level
where they are causing economic
losses to the course and then only

to take such measures as neces-
sary to reduce losses to non-eco-
nomic levels.

Problems encountered and
management solutions available
are detailed below:

RABBITS

Rabbits cause problems by dig-
ging burrows and these are par-
ticularly prevalent on slopes and
banks where drainage of water is
more efficient. Digging occurs
throughout the year but is more
common in spring when new
nesting sites are being dug in
preparation for the birth of
young. On flat ground, burrows
are usually no more than 1m
deep. Rabbits also cause damage
by digging smaller, shallow
scrapes in the soil and by eating
the bark of newly planted young
trees.

Under the 1954 Pests Act, it
remains the legal obligation of
occupiers of land to take steps to
destroy wild rabbits on their land
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GIVE THE BEST
GRASS MANAGERS

 Less Top Growth

¢ More Dense Cover

¢ Extended Root Mass

¢ Disease Resistance - No Scorch

Shareinyear
round success

01778 380005 (UK) 5 04246424 (Ireland)
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How o

manage
wildlife

without

breaking

the law

or, if this is not practical, to prevent rab-
bits from causing damage on adjoining
land. Rabbit numbers can be reduced by
gassing their burrows, by ferreting, trap-
ping or shooting but gassing is at least
twice as effective as any of the other tech-
niques. Numbers are best reduced
between November and March because
they are at their lowest at this time of
year due to natural mortality. Any action
taken before winter will only replace
rather than add to this mortality.

Non-lethal methods such as fencing can
be used to exclude rabbits from parts of
the course and if properly maintained can
be over 90% effective. Chemicals mar-
keted as repellents are also available.
They are sprayed onto the turf. Data on
the effectiveness of these compounds is at
present limited, although we are currently
undertaking trials on one product. Finally,
tree guards can be used to provide effec-
tive protection for individual trees.

BADGERS

Badgers damage turf by digging holes
when looking for food, such as insect
grubs or worms, and this can occur

® Fencing can be 90 per cent effective

throughout the year. Badgers and their
setts are, however, protected by legisla-
tion which makes it an offence to inter-
fere with badgers or their setts without a
licence. Therefore, preventing badgers
causing damage is a complex problem
which could not be adequately covered in
this article. However, an extensive book-
let for this purpose, called ‘Problems with
Badgers?’, is available from the RSPCA
(Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex RH12
1HG).

CANADA GEESE

Canada geese cause damage to the grass
particularly around ponds and lakes on a
golf course by excessive grazing and tram-
pling of the ground and they may make
areas unplayable as a result of excessive
fouling. Their droppings may also pose a
potential health hazard if players eat,
smoke or drink without washing their
hands after handling golf balls which may
have landed in the droppings. In addition,
during the nesting period geese may
become aggressive towards members
(although some greenkeepers may not see
this as a problem).

Therell be no tell-tale impressions left when these greenkeepers have finished.

lightest and quietest of rides, giving a consistent, smooth cut with the mower
Just precision-cut, immaculate greens with the minimum turf compaction or  set to within a thousandth of an inch. The powerful Reelsmaster 5100

damage. They know they can rely on the Greensmaster 3000 Series for the  completes the picture on the fairway. Further example of how we've worked



@® Altering the habitat by planting shrubs can deter Canada geese

Canada geese are protected by
the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 which requires that a
licence must be obtained from
the DoE or MAFF for certain
types of management procedures
and for any control carried out
during the close season (Febru-
ary-August inclusive). These pro-
cedures include egg pricking, egg
substitution and shooting during
the close season or at night. How-
ever, the Act does not allow
licences to be issued if the only
purpose is to prevent damage to
amenity land and therefore it is
unlikely that one would be issued
for management on golf courses.

Procedures not requiring a
licence include fencing along the
edge of ponds or lakes to deny
easy access to adjoining grass.
This may make an area less
attractive to the birds and, conse-
quently, may lead to a reduction
in numbers or divert geese from
greens to areas of rough where
their grazing may be less damag-

ing. Also, altering the habitat, for
example, by allowing the grass to
grow or planting shrubs, can be
undertaken to break up the open
vistas preferred by geese along
the water’s edge and this may dis-
courage them from using the
area. Newly planted shrubs
should, of course, be protected by
fencing during establishment.
Visual scarers can be used but,
although they can be effective,
they may be unacceptable on aes-
thetic grounds.

MOLES

The most obvious damage which
moles cause is the hills of soil
produced as a result of digging
their underground tunnel sys-
tems which can be several hun-
dred metres long and can run at
depths of up to 2m below the
surface. Moles are managed by
poisoning, by gassing and by
trapping. Poisoning is carried
out by placing worms treated
with strychnine in mole runs.

However, the sale or supply of
strychnine for general purposes
is prohibited under the Phar-
macy and Poisons Act 1933,
except to those with written
authority from MAFF to pur-
chase it for the express purpose
of killing moles. Written author-
ity will be given only to those
who have received training in
the technique and further infor-
mation on how to obtain train-
ing can be obtained from MAFF
offices. Treated worms should be
placed in deep rather than sur-
face runs to prevent these worms
becoming a hazard to other
wildlife. Gassing is conducted
mainly by placing tablets which
generate phosphine gas into
mole runs. Traps, which Kkill
moles, should also be set in deep
rather than surface runs and
should not be set in mole hills.
Control is best done between
October and April when moles
tend to be most active and their
workings easily seen.

Try a course
on wildlife
management

A course to provide
greenkeepers with training in
aspects of wildlife
management is being
provided by the Central
Science Laboratory (CSL)
starting this autumn in
conjunction with BIGGA and
the GTC. CSL is also able to
provide consultancy advice
to greenkeepers and further
information on both these
aspects can be obtained by
writing to Gordon McKillop at
the CSL, Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, Tangley Place,
Worplesdon, Guildford,
Surrey GU3 3LQ.

to provide you with the precision engineered tools needed to create perfect  trust Toro quality. To leave the right impression

playing surfaces, beautifully. Give us a call. Wed like to walk your course with  simply telephone 01480 476971 and we will
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you and recommend the best machine to meet your precise needs. You can  arrange for a local dealer to contact you.

Bringing perfection

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 01480476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167 to play



Seven greenkeepers, seven
different tractors: Hugh Tilley
found out how each fared in
their own environment

Tractors are a prime part of
the machinery fleet on most
golf courses, their main functions
may be hauling a trailer, aerating,
loading, mowing or any of many
other tasks. Their ability to pro-
vide traction, carry or drive an
implement, or provide hydraulic
flow and pressure makes them
versatile and cost effective work
horses. However while most trac-
tors are extremely versatile the
specific requirements of certain
courses often determines which
abilities are most important and
so which tractor is most suitable.

Most golf course tractors are in
the 25hp to 70hp power range
and while those below 45hp are
often tagged ‘compact’ there is
considerable overlapping in speci-
fication and price. Not all tractors
are equal, the standard specifica-
tion of one tractor may be signifi-
cantly higher than another, on
the other hand sophistication
usually costs money, so a basic
tractor may offer best value, espe-
cially if it is only needed occa-
sionally. Tyre and transmission
options need most careful consid-
eration, four wheel drive may be
an option not needed by all. Spe-
cific equipment, such as a loader,
may call for extra hydraulics or a
larger pump while a cab may be a
desirable option for ‘compacts’
usually quoted with basic roll-
bar.

There is almost infinite scope
to match machine to specific
requirement, which is just as well
as the needs of each golf course is
as individual as its greenkeepers
and traditions. This makes it
impossible to try to compare one
tractor against another. Neverthe-
less specific requirements often
indicate a specification and this
may be found as standard or at
little or no extra cost in a particu-
lar model. Existing equipment
and main line operations, such as
deep aeration, trailer and loader
work or gang mowing often
determine the power, weight and
transmission requirements, or
there may be a price constraint.
Another and very important rea-
son to select a specific make and
model may be the ability of the
local dealer. Thus this feature is
not an attempt to judge one
machine against another but to
appraise them against their envi-
ronment and the expectation of
their respective greenkeepers.

Seven
FAVOURITE

trac

Massey Ferguson 1260 at
The Belfry

The Belfry has a fleet of eight
tractors of varying sizes, but the
selection of a Massey Ferguson
1260 was largely determined
by the need to operate a deep
tine aerator. A prime considera-
tion was the strength and credi-
bility of the dealer support, and
Derek Ganning, course man-
ager, stated that they would not
contemplate going to a supplier
who could not provide the level
of support they at The Belfry
consider essential. The course
has considerable favourable
past experience with ET Break-
well Ltd at Shirley and while
Breakwells had just changed
their tractor franchise, Derek
said it was not as if MF was an
unknown make, furthermore the
quoted price was ‘competitive.’
While the exact price was not
quoted to Greenkeeper Inter-
national, the suppliers did hint
that it was in the region of
£17,000.

The Belfry had demonstra-
tions of both the MF and one
other similar machine before
making their decision. Options
specified included cab, front
weights and extra wide turf
tyres. As the machine was to
be used extensively on tees
and greens the requirement for
the widest possible tyres is
obvious. The machine has four
wheel drive as standard. Front
weights are required to ensure
stability with the 1.6m wide
Wiedenmann Terra-Spike and
this is more important due to
the fact that the tractor has a
high lift capacity of 1300kg at
link ends. Although The Belfry
cannot be considered a hilly

46 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1995

tors
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ET Breakwell’'s Mark Radford

course, tractor stability is
important and they had noted
how compact tractor and
Terra-Spike are as a combina-
tion.

Asked what in particular they
like about the tractor, the first
response was “the gears," both
for their ease of selection and
for the handy positioning of the
levers. Although the gearbox
provides sixteen ratios in both
forward and reverse, selection
is simple and the ‘shuttle’ lever
makes shifting direction easy.
Maximum speeds are 16.2mph
— and slightly less in reverse
while the minimum speed at
the rated engine speed is 0.8
mph, which is considered slow
enough. With all three gear
levers placed beside the driver
to the left the operator platform
is kept uncluttered, and the
‘tidiness’ of the whole layout

Derek Ganning, left, receives the keys to his MF 1260 from

-_..W'

was remarked on.

The Belfry expect that the
tractor will be used for other
tasks and these could include
operating the Gannon reseeder
and also a Varispreader. The
PTO has a rated maximum
power of 31hp, and with both
540 and 1000 rpm outputs,
there are the options to transmit
maximum power or drive lesser
loads with greatest economy.
The PTO has an independent
clutch which is operated
hydraulically, again an essen-
tial feature where PTO opera-
tion is to be the main use of the
tractor.

Technically the MF1260 has
a rated engine power of 35 hp
at a rated speed of 2500 rpm.
The engine is a three cylinder
turbo charged diesel which
gives maximum torque at 1600
rpm.




Duncan Bawcutt
with his
John Deere 855

John Deere 855 at Bowood

Golf & Country Club

The second tractor considered is
a John Deere 855 of which
Bowood Golf & Country Club in
Wiltshire have two — alongside
several other models in the same
shade of green. Of the two
machines the more interesting is
their loader tractor as this is
equipped with both front loader
and a back hoe. Used to load top-
dressing as well as for trenching
and similar work, “It is,” says
Duncan Bawcutt, course man-
ager, “perfect for what it does.”
Although about four years old
and with a modest 1200 hours on
the clock, it has never had any
problems, “just one set of seals,
damaged by string around the
axle”. The three cylinder direct
injection diesel engine is rated at
24hp and it is, says Duncan, a
superb engine which always
starts first time and uses no oil.
“Furthermore it is quiet, unlike
others I could name.”

However perhaps the most
important feature of this tractor is
its drive train (transmission in
American) which is hydrostatic.
Used as a loader this means quick
gearless speed and direction
changes making for fast work
cycle times. Of course it also has
power steering and four wheel
drive, features which Duncan
considered essential for such a
use. Operation is so simple to use
that the tractor is frequently ‘bor-
rowed’ by other departments on
the estate. Bowood have their
own fitter, Tony Rumming, and
he particularly likes the tractor
because it is “simple to work on”.
He said they operate a slightly
extended service schedule,
although based on the JD recom-
mendations, because, “we use
better oil.” Asked about the cost
of replacement parts, his com-
ment was that if you never need
any, it did not matter how much

Need some BIGGA merchandise? You can now pay by credit card. Call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details

they cost. The one modification
which Tony admitted having
made to the tractor was to the
exhaust as the standard outlet is a
stub on the side. To this he had
added an upright pipe to emit the
exhaust gas above the operator’s
head.

When first bought the tractor
was simply equipped with the JD
70A front loader which was coun-
terbalanced by a concrete block
lifted on the rear links, however
the versatility of the unit was
later increased by the purchase of
a Lewis Landlord 300S back hoe
for trenching and ditching. An
important design feature of the
tractor, and one which makes it
suitable for loader and back-hoe,
is the substantial frame built into
the tractor as this gives strength
and rigidity to take the stresses
and strains of the work. Mount-
ing and demounting both loader
and back-hoe is quick and easy,
about two minutes to remove the
front and perhaps ten to clear the
back. The back-hoe mounts on a
sub-frame and is held with two
bolts while the hydraulics are
self-contained and driven by a
PTO pump. The front loader has
a built-in stand which flips down
when required to remove the
unit.

Another feature of hydrostatic
transmission is the ability to vary
speed instantly, and Duncan said
this makes the 855 particularly
ideal for topdressing. The tyres
on Bowood's 855 are ‘oversize
turf, and are interchangeable
with those on the larger 33hp
JD955.

The engine is a direct injection
three cylinder diesel, with a two
range transmission giving maxi-
mum speeds of 8 and 11mph.
The PTO is live and independent,
and a mid PTO is available as
well as the conventional rear one.
All up weight without loader and
back-hoe is well under a tonne.

ontact!

Stewart & Co Mid Lothian 0131 663 6617
John Lindsay

Professional

Sportsturf N Ireland 01762 339229
Gem Professional Accrington 01254 393321
Gwyn Cadogan Gwent 01291 672026
Hewitts Sportsturf Leicester 01533 867029
Collier Turf Care Norwich 01603 870944
Sta-Brite Supplies Basingstoke 01256 811811
Roffey Brothers Bournemouth 01202 537777
E T Breakwell Midlands 0121 7333344
Eastern Garden

Machinery Jersey 01534 855466

Distributors of the best sports
and amenity grass seed

Mommersteeg M

The Anderson Centre, Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 6XY
Telephone 01480 459500 Fax 01480 459990

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1995 47

AD
REF
17



* Wide ra
Robust, easy

LEADER/ GBO-DT 1820

nge
yndspeeds
ate transmissio

NEWHOLLAND
FOR PEOPLE WHO CULTIVATE A NEW IDEA OF THE WORLD




Zetor 5245 at the Chesfield
Downs Family Golf Centre

The Chesfield Downs Family
Centre has two Zetor tractors,
one five years old and another
just three — and they expect to
buy another shortly. Course
manager is Chris Brook and he
joked about the cab being big
enough to be a dining room. In
fact with extra seats it is both
roomy and safe to carry one or
two passengers, in addition it is
quiet and comfortable. But of
course the most important rea-
son for Chesfield Downs' pur-

chase is financial: Zetors repre-
sent exceptional value for
money, and Chris made no
bones about the fact that they
equal cheap horsepower. The
original machine cost £6,500
with interest free repayments
spread over four years, and
while changing circumstances
and inflation together with
increases in specification have
raised the cost of a replacement,
Chris still does not expect to pay
more than £12,000, interest free
over three years for four wheel
drive and 50hp.

Chesfield Downs do their own
servicing on the tractors, ensur-
ing that oil changes are carried
out regularly and everything is
kept up together. The dealer,
Lodgeway Tractors, has been
very supportive, but there have
been no reliability problems on
the tractors, although they have
experienced one clutch cylinder
oil leak, and the lights have
posed some problems - but
Chris said these are not vital to
him. Those replacement parts
which have been needed have

Seven
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The Zetor 5245 is powered by
a 50hp 3 cylinder direct injection
diesel engine with a ten speed
transmission. One of the features
of the transmission is that it has
two low speed gears at the bot-
tom of the range which are ideal
for working with a deep tine aer-
ator — Chesfield Down has a
1.6m Terra-Spike, whereas some
tractors need a special creep
gearbox.

Although the Zetor is larger,
more powerful, and heavier than
a ‘compact’ tractor there is now
a well established option to fit
wide low ground pressure tyres,
and Lodgeway Tractors say that
they can fit GoodYear ‘Softrac’
tyres which give even lower
ground pressures, these tyres
made specially for turf produc-
tion fit as if made for the tractor
In summing up, Chris said, “Yes
— we're very pleased with them,”
but perhaps the fact that he is
considering buying another is

been inexpensive too. the ultimate seal of approval.

Ford 1520 - Faringdon Golf ~
Course s |
Fitted with a Lewis Landlugger | 5
22 front loader and 4 in 1
bucket, Faringdon GC’s Ford
1520 “does everything,” accord-
ing to owner Roger Carpenter.
Bought two or three years ago,
the tractor has played a large
part in making this nine hole pay
and play course at Faringdon,
Oxfordshire which is run by the
owner very much as a hands-on
operation.

Roger tried out a number of
competitive machines before
selecting the Ford 1520 from T
H White Ltd, whom he cannot
praise highly enough. In compar-
ing it he commented it ‘eats’ the
competition, and was ‘ten times
better’ than another well known
make. In particular the transmis-
sion is far more efficient and it

Roger Carpenter aboard his Ford 1520

has a very effective lifting ability,
both on the linkage and with the
loader. Roger has not found it
running out of power, but he did
say that he would have the next
model up in Ford’s range if it
had hydrostatic transmission.
With the loader and 4 in 1
bucket the tractor is an
extremely versatile unit which is
used for all manner of lifting,

levelling and shifting jobs. Roger
said that the transmission made
operating it so easy, “you just
rock the foot pedal to go back-
wards and forwards, and of
course steering is fully hydro-
static.” Furthermore the lift
height on the loader is sufficient
to load the normal tipper lorry. It
is kept on and used as a front
weight when operating with the
Amazone Groundkeeper and

other implements on the back.
The Groundkeeper is also a tool
which has multi-purpose use at
Faringdon being used to cut
long grass as well as for collect-
ing leaves, rubbish and grass
clippings — “it'll take up any-
thing,” Roger commented.

“In fact the only time the
loader comes off is when I go
spraying the greens and I want
the least possible weight”. The

listed weight of the tractor is
1034 kgs and it has a 874kg
linkage lift capacity. The tractor
has a 23hp 3 cylinder engine
and hydrostatic transmission,
four wheel drive and wide turf
tyres. Its service and reliability
record is impeccable and cer-
tainly Roger was no less enthusi-
astic than the other users to
whom Greenkeeper International
spoke.

Membership subscriptions can now be paid by credit card. Call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1995

49




Kubota ST30 at Laleham Golf
Club
At Laleham alongside the Thames
in Middlesex the need was for a
compact tractor which was very
light and versatile, and which
could be used for tasks for which
the Cushman was not well suited,
such as aeration and other draft
work. John Ross, course manager
at Laleham, sees the compact as
being complementary to turf
maintenance vehicles. The club
took quotes on several machines
of similar specification before
deciding on the Kubota ST30 sup-
plied by J Gibbs Ltd of Bedfont.
Particular features of the Kub-
ota are hydrostatic transmission
and a bi-speed front axle which
means less scuffing of the ground
on tight turns when using 4WD.
Rated at 29hp and under a tonne
in weight, the tractor offers a
very high power to weight ratio
and John has been able to slit
weekly or more often all through
the winter, often in front of the
golfers without them being aware
of it. As a result only about four
days play have been lost this win-
ter, and there has been no dis-
ease. John stated that a prime
reason for buying the tractor was
to take a lot of the TMVs’ work-
load as these were in danger of
being ‘worked to death.” The
ST30 has proved itself able to
haul the Magna 5 mower,

although this will not be a regular
task. John summed up operating
it by saying it was quiet, comfort-
able and easy to use, and his only
reservation was the relatively
high centre of gravity which
meant that common-sense is
required by the operator, particu-

larly when operating with the
loader. However Laleham on the
Thames flood plain is basically a
flat course. No reliability or ser-
vice problems have been encoun-
tered, the one call made to Gibbs,
under warranty, got them on the
course within 20 minutes.

THIS IS LEADING EDGE__ CHNOLOGY::

Versatility from

the independent PTO,
together with 4WD
that gives ground
clearance as high as
2WD tractors.

The ST30 is fitted with a loader
and back-hoe and can operate a
deep tine aerator which gives it
even more versatility. “You can't
be too flexible,” John stated, “the
Kubota ST30 gives us exceptional
flexibility and we are absolutely
delighted with it.”

C omfort from the full-
floating ISO-mounted flat
deck with more legroom
and less vibration.




Lamborghini 250 Runner - at
Coombe Wood, Kingston-on-
Thames

Compact manoeuvrable versatil-
ity sums up David Holloway’s
requirements, however more
specifically he needed a machine
which could carry a sprayer,
could operate on banks and has
good dealer support. The Lam-
borghini meets his requirements
well with its 25hp power output,
4WD and full power steering. But
the more salient features are that
it has good ground clearance and
a short wheelbase which allows it
to go over the banks which sur-
round many of the tees and
greens and then turn round
within the limited space avail-
able. Iseki and Kubota had also
been considered.

David is a staunch advocate of
compact tractors finding that turf
maintenance vehicles such as the
Cushman have their limitations
on the course because of their
lack of clearance and linkage lift
height. In comparison he also
considered that the compact trac-
tor is simpler, more sturdy and
likely to have a longer trouble
free life with a better resale value
at the end.

One of the more important
implements for the Lamborghini
is the 300 litre Hardi sprayer, and
David saw particular advantage
to the fact that the operator could

lift and lower it on the arms
when necessary to clear banks
and slopes. Nor had it escaped his
notice that three point linkage
equipment is cheaper to buy and
more readily available than that
made for TMVs.

A manual transmission tractor
was deliberately chosen because
it does not suffer loss of speed
when climbing a hill in the way
that hydrostatic transmission
does, this is considered as being
of particular importance when
using a sprayer. The 250 Runner
has a twelve ratio box with full
synchromesh and ‘shuttle’. The
speed range of from 0.4 to 15
mph gives a very low speed for
Verti-draining and similar tasks,

although this is not a current
requirement.

Double acting spool valves and
a full set of six front weights were
also specified, the former placed
conveniently ahead of the opera-
tor instead of in the usual place -
around the driver’s bottom.
Although not equipped with a
loader, David was well aware
that one is available and easy to
fit. The two criticisms he made
were that the hydraulic oil filter
looked vulnerable and there was
little room on the platform for
anyone with large boots, particu-
larly on the right hand side where
there are two brake pedals, a diff.
lock and accelerator pedals all
vying for limited space — perhaps

Seven
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a penalty for the short wheelbase
of the tractor.

As to service, David has found
suppliers Risboro’ Turf extremely
‘willing and able’, but after the
first year with a maintenance
contract linked to the warranty
Coombe Wood will use their own
mechanic for most of the work on
the tractor.

Price had been a consideration,
but not an over-
riding one, how-
ever it was
‘right’ and it
represented
good value. In
summary,
David’s  com-
ments were “it
is a sturdy little
tractor, very sta-
ble and to date
I'm very pleased
with it”.

David Holloway
is pictured with
his Lamborghini
250 Runner

bowz& from the unique Triple

~~ Vortex Combustion System diesel

engine for more torque with

minimum pollution. (Surpasses the
stringent Californian regulations).

Sfpiciency from the fully

== synchronised main and shuttle

transmissions with heavy duty,
large diameter clutch.

THIS IS THE NEW KUBOTA GRANDEL...

GRANDEL IS A RANGE of three tractors L3300, L3600 and L4200
which have been designed and built to bring high (33.8, 37.1
and 43.7 DIN) horse power benefits to the maintenance and
care of golf courses, sports grounds and large expanses

less vibration.

L .." s ‘

of recreational parkland.

Three tractors which offer
operator comfort with a European-
style cab that ensures less noise and

Three tractors which are
equipped throughout, (both inside
and out) with leading edge technology
to improve your performance.

The new Kubota Grandel has
the strengths to give you the
competitive edge in your work.

Kubota (UK) Limited, Dormer Road, Thame, Oxon, OX9 3UN. Tel 01844-214500 Fax 01844-216685

To take <Zhe EDGE off on a test-drive. Just complete the coupon and take it away.

NAME

ADDRESS

COMPANY

POST CODE TEL

86

You're better off with Kubota
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Antonio Carraro Tigretrac
5500 on Mendip Springs Golf
Club

Bought specifically for autumn
and early spring work because of
its exceptional light footedness,
the Tigretrac 5500 hides 48hp
under its bonnet with a 3 cylinder
water cooled diesel engine. It has
constantly engaged four -wheel
drive with large wide 31x15.5-15
tyres which spread its almost two
tonne weight very well, so well
that according to Ian Harrison,
course manager, it makes less
impression than the human foot.
In fact prior to purchase Mendip
Springs had the demonstrator on
the course and put it to tow a set
of trailed gang mowers over one
of the wettest spots, and while
the tractor made no impression
the gang mower wheels left deep
ruts — it was virtually ordered on
the spot.

Mendip Springs has 27 holes
plus a driving range, with eleven
of the holes running onto the
North Somerset Levels — in other

words low lying, flat
and liable to becoming
very wet. Thus a high
powered low ground
pressure  vehicle is
essential if late autumn
and early spring work is
to be carried out with
minimum damage to
turf and soil. The main
tasks for the Tigretrac are spray-
ing, fertilising, gang mowing and
trailer work, however it is flexible
enough to be used for a wide
variety of tasks including aerating
and soil working. The manual
transmission with twelve ratios
provides ample scope for suiting
speed with the requirements of
the job and is amply slow enough
at the bottom end for drainage
and aeration work.

One feature which has yet to
be tested is the ability to swing
the entire seat and driving console
so that the tractor can be oper-
ated in reverse. Ian suggested that
this would be ideal for operating
with a rotary mower in front.

The main criticism of the trac-
tor is the cab and ergonomic lay-
out inside it, this Ian suggested
was not particularly well thought
out, with the cab cladding seem-
ing to be an afterthought. In-cab
noise was not a problem as oper-
ators use head phones for a radio
or ear protectors. BS Mowers of
Bristol who supplied the
machine, Ian said, have been fan-
tastic, nothing has been too much
trouble, they have moved
switches, added lights and
adapted the cab to our require-
ments without any extra charge.
Neither servicing nor spares seem
to be any problem.

Ian is very conscious of safety

particularly with young inexperi-
enced operators, here the stability
of the Tigretrac is ‘brilliant’ with
the wide tyres and a low centre of
gravity it is very sure footed on
banks — which may be as well
when the result of getting too
close to the edge and losing con-
trol would be an involuntary
bath.

Overall Ian has no hesitation in
recommending the machine, for
him the price was right, it is a
high powered compact golf trac-
tor which does not suffer from
being a compromised agricultural
tractor, and he does not under-
stand why there are not more of
them on golf courses.

EARTH SHATTERING!

The Huxley Soil Reliever

- the ultimate in deep compaction relief for
all soils beneath all sports turf surfaces.

once a week.

in the business.

Suitable for most turf tractors from 30hp upwards.
Rapid tine action ensures a cleaner, quicker finish.
Reduced maintenance - greasing required just

Rugged steel construction for a long working life.
Available in a choice of 60" or 80" working widths
with */16", /2", ¥4", 7/s" or 1" solid tines or /", /4", 1"
or 1'/4" coring tines. Maximum tine depth: 14".
Backed by probably the best after-sales service

HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY LTD

The Dean, New Alresford,

5 Simpson Road,

East Mains Industrial Estate, Broxburn,
West Lothian EH52 5AU
Tel: 01506 856968 Fax: 01506 856086

Hampshire SO24 9BL
ap HUXLEYS Tel: 01962 733222
REF Fax: 01962 734702
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AERATORS
Problems with dirty water or algae
bloom? Let Otterbine clean-up your
lakes and ponds.
The world leader in water quality
management.
Available from leading irrigation
companies. Full details from:

S.G.l. Sales

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough LEI6 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153  Fax: 01858 410085

PSD AGRONOMY LTD

A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY
SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB
and GREENKEEPER

+ Contract Mai nt of
Extensions and New Courses

« Site Management and Problem
Diagnosis on Existing Courses

+ Technical Advice and Support
all year round

« Soil and Turf Analysis

For further information contact:
David Stansfield or John Hacker
42 Garstang Road, Preston PR1 1NA
Tel: (01772) 884450 Fax: 884445

Animal Repellents

fAIRwWAYS
DISCREET CONTROL

CONSULTANCY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING

Fabbits & Motes . ..
Oar preobtem /

SPRINGER HOUSE + WINDMILL LANE
KEMBLE + CIRENCESTER GLOS + GL7 6AN

TEL: 01285 770919
FAX: 01285 770910

SCUTTLE"

ANIMAL REPELLENT
Up to ten weeks protection from
browsing by rabbits from a single,
effective spray application.
For product leaflet and the name
of your nearest distributor, call

T 01734 510033 >
Fax: 01734 510044

® Fine Agrochemicals Ltd., Wor

Arboriculture

Tl * Tree Spade Hire
JC % * Semi Mature
(aB

supplied
Iver, Bucks, SLO 9LA

) -
0W Ring for colour
brochures
Tel 01753 652022
Fax 01753 653007

abel before you buy

ers Guide

International!

YOU’RE ONTO A WINNER WITH

- GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

Find three tiny £50 notes
— win a real one, for free!

HERE WE GO with another chance to WIN £50 with Greenkeeper

All you have to do is take a look at this £50 note
symbol. Now look through the ads in the Buyers’
Guide section and spot THREE of them - they've been

reduced in size, but they’re there, somewhere!

Write down the names of the three ads where the £50 notes
are located and send your entries on a postcard to: Note the Notes
Competition, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne; York, North
Yorkshire Y06 2NF, to be received by first post Friday April 21, 1995.
The first correct entry drawn after that date will win £50.
It could be YOU! Enter today — and Note the Notes!

Judges’ decision is final. Not open to BIGGA staff.

Lucky winner of last month’s competition was Mark
Gardner, first assistant at Tulliallan Golf Club,
Clackmannan. Congratulations Mark, there’s an Easter

treat of £50 winging its way to you! Who will be the winner

next month? Get searching - it could be YOU!

JONATHAN
- GAUNT

B.A. (Hons.) Dip L.A.
GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT

Frorn feasibility studies to complete

design projects including contract

supervision
40C NORWICH ROAD FOREST GATE
LONDON E7 9JH

TEL: 0181 555 8577 FAX: 01815196163

Associate of the British Institute of Golf Course Architects

Worting House
Basingstoke
Hants RG23 8PY
Tel: 01256 811014
® COURSE CONSTRUCTION @
® SYNTHETIC GRASS TEES @

® WINTER GREENS @

® ADVENTURE GOLFB:

ificial Grass

oy A g g
UNIT 25, COWLING mu‘.i
COWLING BROW

CHORLEY
LANCASHIRE PR6 0QG |
e Tel: 01257 269983/269069 !
VERDE

SPORTS Fax: 01257 261064 - "
LIMITED o YLK S B Q :
¢ VERDE TEE FRAME !

Steel platform, woven grass top

¢ VERDE WINTER TEE

Generous size, self-install kit

|

#

é

4 e VERDE DRIVING MATS
; Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices.
]

|

A

e, S A

¢ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
¢ DRIVING BAYS AND NETS 5
For club and home use }

4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE
s BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.

Please call for samples & information ‘
i e IR ST L s o M

HAVE YOU FOUND THE TINY £50
NOTES YET? Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note! Get searching!

CVICq,  PATHFORM
R:T évé Hardwood
&W '

Chips
Ring for samples
and colour brochure

Iver, Bucks, SLO 9LA
Tel 01753 652022

Fax 01753 653007

Black Layer

The most cost-effective way of reaching readers of Greenkeeper
International. Simply ring Bill Lynch on 0191 413 7218, Carol Dutton or
Louise Lunn on 01347 838581 and ask about an alphabetical category
listing: the cost starts from the equivalent of under £25 per month.

Bridges

TOTAL TIMBER ENGINEERING ]
=50
BRIDGES

Pedestrian and Vehicular
REVETMENTS
SHEET PILING

SHELTERS

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS
NEW POTTER GRANGE ROAD, GOOLE
NORTH HUMBERSIDE DN14 6XF
telephone (01405) 766060 fax (01405) 768622

Secure sectional steel bulldings in various sizes.
® Machinery & equipment storage
@ Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage
® Workshops @ Tool sheds
©® Trolley stores
@ Temporary fencing & secure
enclosures
For FREE design service, quotation
brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW

= 0121 533 5723 (24hrs)

Elwell Buildings Ltd. 204 Oldbury Road. West Bromwich
West Midiands B70 9DE. Fax: 0121 580 1172

AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?
Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

PHOENIX
SPORTS TURF
W82  SERVICES

COCKLESHELLS

Delivered Nationwide
“SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY FINE TURF,
CONSTRUCTION SOILS, ROOT ZONES &
DRESSINGS”

Tel: 01229 468001
Fax: 01229 468002

Chemical Disposal

BLACK LAYER
TREATMENT AND
GREEN CIRCLE
The biological way to:
Degrade Black Layer
Increase Root Depth
Degrade Thatch
Reduce Fertiliser Needs
Combat Disease

SASNSS

Tel: 0181 669 0011 or Scotland: 0131 663 6617
Ireland: 01266 654089 East Anglia: 01787 269292

Wales/South West: 01202 537777 North West: 0161 456 7109

CHEMICAL & EMPTY
CONTAINER DISPOSAL
A PROBLEM?
ENVIROGREEN offer a Specialist
Pesticide Disposal Service for both
full and empty Container disposal.
Also Record Books, Signs, Chemical
& Fuel Stores and Protective Clothing
ENVIROGREEN Limited
Maxwell Hart Building Centre
PO Box 298, Lightwater,
Surrey GU18 5HH

Registration No. BRK 060299
Tel: 0345 125398 Fax: 01276 452616
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GRUNDON

Grundon can provide safe
disposal for pesticides and
herbicides and all chemical

wastes. For more information

on how Grundon can help
with your “Duty of Care”
telephone 01491 834311

T2z
N
C.). Collins
Construction
Golf Course Contractors
" "5, Burgess Hil West Sussex
B&% Tel: 01444 242993

WS Fax: 01444 247318

$90_ay,

RD JONES & SONS
Golf Course Construction Ltd

DESIGN AND

CONSTRUCTION
SPECIALISTS

Cae Coch Farm,

Whitford, Clwyd,

North Wales CH8 9EP. @
Tel: 01745 561761

BAGCC

LAND UNIT

CONSTRUCTION
PR T

Hanslope, Milton Keynes, MK19 7BX
Telephone: 01908 510414
Fax: 01908 511056

G‘ 1EL4 e ;’ €
Construction Co. &
Course

G°“

CONSTRUCTION AND
REFURBISHMENT
CONTRACTOR

For all your design and
construction requirements

47A lona Street, Edinburgh EH6 8SR
Tel: 0131 555 1799 Fax: 0131 555 3271

G:O+L+F
LANDSCAPES
LIMITED

ASHWELLS ROAD, BENTLEY
BRENTWOOD, ESSEX CM15 3SR

TEL: (01277) 373720
FAX: (01277) 374834

ey 0

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS

Tim Banks, Secretary, BAGCC,
Angel Court, Dairy Yard, High Street,
Market Harborough LE16 7NL.

Tel: 01858 464346

Whitnell Contracts Ltd
Golf Course Constructors
Woodlands, Ellis Road
Boxted, Colchester
b Essex CO4 5RN
Tel: (01206) 272834
Fax: (01206) 272104
Mobile: 0860 421074

AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?
Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!

Michael
Lowe
& Associates

GOLF COURSE DESIGN,
CONSTRUCTION & CONSULTANCY

Design only, complete construction or
any stage in between, including
Drainage.

Pro-Shop, 72 Bryniau Road,
Llandudno, Gwynedd

Tel: (01492) 876878 Fax: (01492) 872420

David Hemstock

Associates d

Consultants on:

® Golf Course g
upgrading

©® New Course development

Sl ey
in irrig

es
Jminogo, contour and

environmental surveys.

Suite 4d, East Mill, Bridgefoot, Belper,

Derbyshire DE5 1XF.
Tel: 01773 827115 Fax: 01773 821083
Mobile: 0850 744957

IMPERIAL LANDSCAPES

Fine Turf & Golf Course Consultants
@ Tel: (01234) 851651 # (01908) 615680
@ Mobile: 0836 767940 and 0836 657033

Moreton Lodge, Moorland,
Bromham, Beds MK43 8LU

Course Accessories

GOLF COURSE
(Govo Jumtnny

IRELAND’S LEADING GOLF
COURSE EQUIPMENT &
ACCESSORY MANUFACTURER

FOR MORE INFORMATION
TEL: (01247) 271163
FAX: (01247) 471136
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" BIG )
BUNKERS?

Then take a tip from
Tommy Tacit and try the
new lightweight
Big Bird bunker rake.
Large 24” braced head
6’ x 1v8” GRP shaft

“TACIT

TACIT MANUFACTURERS
RUGBY, ENGLAND

Tel: 01788 568818

N\ Fax: 01788 537485 y

Drainage
SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service
Contact Geoff Sleath
Tel: (01709) 862109 Fax: (01709) 862075

A\\ AGRIPOWER

LTD

Construction
Drainage
Stone Picking
Verti-Draining

Tel: (01494) 866776

CONTRACTORS LTD
SPORTSTURF
OXFORD (01865) 736272

Driving Range Equipment

[

Pattisson

Established 1896
H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD
Suppliers of quality golf course and driving range
equipment
Comprehensive range of products
from leading manufacturers.
# Ball dispensers # Elevators % Ball Washers
% Range Mais % Baskets, Balls, Tees, etc
# Course fumishings from the tee to the green

Contact lain Richardson — Mobile 0850 850860
342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds LU4 8NU

Tel: 01582 597262 « Fax: 01582 505241

RANGE SERVANT k L.

ANEW uk subsidiary of
Range Servant of Sweden AB,
Europe’s market leader for

GOLF RANGE EQUIPMENT

Ball Di: Coll and V
Play Off Mats and Winter Tee Mats.

AUTOMATIC TEE-UP UNIT

Phone/Fax 01442 834242
Mobile 0585 468624

4 Arden Close, Bovingdon HP3 0QS

DRIVING RANGE SUPPLIES

EASY PICKER
Europe Ltd
GOLF DRIVING
RANGE EQUIPMENT

Upgrade your practice area using the
world’s most popular range ball picker.
Also suppliers of ball dispensers, ball
washers, top quality range mats and
winter tees.

Tel: 01508 528828
Fax: 01508 520909

Environmental Products

For natww/ and
aironmenie/
soluzions to ger

Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford,
Kent TN27 9DU
Tel: 01233 756241 Fax: 01233 756419

Tell the industry of your products
and services, through an
advertisement in greenkeeping’s
top magazine GREENKEEPER
INTERNATIONAL

Golf Courses
and
Sportsfields
* Drainage

\ ‘\‘
/\ \ \ / \ % Construction
( \ * Water Mains
L ) j * Fin Drains
e — % Approved sand,
mm gravel and pipe
supplied
Sunnyside, Blairadam, by Kelty,
Fife KY4 OHY

Tel: (01383) 830217

Fax: (01383) 831771

 Scores

FERTILISERS
COMING TO THE UK SOON!

For more information contact:
Scotts UK Ltd

(formerly Grace Sierra UK)

B0 61 Loughborough Road,
West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7LA

Tel: 01159455100 Fax: 0115 9455311

IT'S THE EASY WAY TO PAY: you can now use your credit card for

.

ship and il b




Golf Course Supplies

Grass Cutting Equipmentll lIrrigation |

STRIKE
TOP TURF
BULK SUPPLIES

Dressings, Soils & Sands | Pathways

Top Dressings Wood Fibre, Coloured
Root Zones Wood Fibre, avaitable bagged
Screened Soils Woodchip, all grades
Sands HMC Bark, all grades
Moneystone, etc Cockle Shells

Tree Planting Composts
Keen Prices Quoted v Express Delivery
Phone or Fax 0161 456 7109

Mobile: 0831 639798

Martin
——Brothers

TOP QUALITY,
TOP SERVICE

Distributors of

Cheshire Quality

Top Dressings,

Root Zones and
Tee Mixture

MoneyStone

Bunker Sand

Britain’s best,
head and

shoulders above
the rest

Par-Link Red
Pathway Gravel
ideal link from
Green to Tee,
any course
anywhere

EX DEMONSTRATION

AND TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED
GOLF COURSE MACHINERY AVAILABLE
FROM STOCK

RYAN  HAY[ER

JACOBSEN
BEAVER

7

SISIS cusHmAaN
VERTI-DRAIN

Aleyds

ROYER

E=TD g

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY ARRANGED
Phone for a full cataloguwe NOW
GREENSWARD

ENGINEERING COMPANY
Manor Farm, Otley Road, Adel,
Leeds LS16 7AL, England
Tel: 0113 267 6000

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
BY AN INDEPENDENT,

FAMILY COMPANY

Tel: 01785 812706 or
Tel/Fax: 01782 395734

A National
Irrigation Service

Free consultation and design
service

Suppliers of quality products for all
types of irrigation

Local installation and
maintenance throughout the UK

Specialists in the refurbishment of
existing irrigation systems

For further information call
Head Office 01460 241939
Regional offices throughout UK

MOCMIS

Design and service you can trust

HAVE YOU FOUND THE TINY £50
NOTES YET? Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note! Get searching!

Turf

e Management
for
PRE-GERMINATED GRASS SEED
“LIQUID SOD"” SPRAY ON GRASS
TOP DRESSINGS
GRASS SEED
FERTILISERS
HERBICIDES
HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS
and

All Turfcare Materials

Dromenagh Farm,
Sevenhills Road, Iver Heath,
Bucks SLO OPA

Tel: 01895 834411
Fax: 01895 834892

IRRIGATION CONTROL

Design * Supply * Install * Service

INSTALLATION AND SERVICE
OF IMPACT AND GEAR DRIVE
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
THROUGHOUT THE UK
England Scotland
Winsford, Cheshire ~ Milnathort, Kinross
Tel: 01606 558927  Tel: 01577 863028

IRRIGATION under CONTROL

( GERSON )

Grass Seed

QUALITY AMENITY
GRASS SEEDS

& WILD FLOWERS

119 Holloway Head,
Birmingham B1 1QP

Tel: 0121 631 2303
\L Fax: 0121 633 0281 )

MONEY
STONE.

Bunker Sand
Pathway Walk Chips

Root-Zone to USGA
Specification

Baths Road, Longton,
Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffordshire ST3 2JQ

Telephone
01782 593233

Fax: 01782 598174

PROBLEM AREAS?

Scan-Seeding is
the answer

Our unique, mulch-free
hydroseedlng system will
solve our seeding problems

ifficult areas such as
banks slopes or where soil
erosion may occur.

The unique Scan-Binder soil
stabiliser ensures that the
seed stays in position until

germination and
establishment.

Call us now for more
details and a quotation on

01372 749909

(UK )LIMITED
Franchises available

|/ SBIECH |

TURF IRRIGATION
SPECIALISTS

We offer full design, Installation
and After Sales Service
Hortech Systems Ltd,

Hallgate, Holbeach,
Spalding, Lincs PE12 7LG
Tel: 01406 426513
Fax: 01406 426515

ol o Irrigation Systems
& Equipment

For all your irrigation
requirements, whether a new
inS(a“a“Un or 5}"[(‘"1
refurbishment — contacr us now for
a free survey, design, and quorarion.
LL.S. Irrigation Systems &
Equipment, Oundle Road, Lutton,
Peterborough PE8 SND.
Tel/Fax: 01832 272450

IRRIGATION

sluvu’i““f & IRR'G

AV ' SERVICES 7,
5 %

East Midlands Area
Installation. Sales and
Service

Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR
Tel: (01777) 817410

atermation

Manufacturers, designers
and installers of

GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION
FOR 24 YEARS

Tongham Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU12 4AA

Tel: 01252 336838
Fax: 01252 336808

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports

and Leisure Grounds
e Designed e Supplied @ Installed

GLEN HEAT & IRRIGATION
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

GL.B Tel: (01775) 722327
1 Fax: (01775) 725444

Making sure your

Golf Irrigation System
isn't a handicap.

Head Office and Technical Support ‘
109 Chapel Road, Hesketh Bank ‘
Preston, Lancs., PR4 6RU |

Tel: (01772) 813571. Fax: (01772) 815885 |

& ADUAPLAST
Putting water in its place ‘

PR

TORO
= o]
?9' : : Inséaal:ation
R es
CATION' & Service

T
N.E. England, Yorkshire,
N. Lincs, N. Derbys, N. & S. Humberside
Contact: EB & L Simms
Tel: (01765) 602175 Fax: (01765) 603488
Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close,
Dallamires Lane, Ripon,
N Yorks HG4 1TT

Hunfer

The Irrigation Innovators

Full range including
Valve-in-Head from

S.G.l. Sales

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 410085

T. & G. TURF
IRRIGATION SERVICES
38 Halfponny Lane, Knares|

North Yorkshire HG5 ONS

Tel & Fax: (01423) 864963
Full member of B.T.LIA
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NOW YOU HAVE A CHOICE!

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LIMITED
Tel: (01932) 788301
Fax: (01932) 780437

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND
COMPLETE PROJECTS

BEST BUY B.O.I.L.

EXPERIENCE - EXPERTISE
CARE - SERVICE
since 1923

Founder Member BTLIA




e A~
MIDLAND IRRIGATION

AN INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION COMPANY
2 Fairdene Way, Great Barr,
Birmingham B43 5JS

Tel: 0121 358 1246
Fax: 0121 357 6789

DESIGN » SUPPLY
INSTALLATION ¢ SERVICE

Full member of BTLIA

Lake Construction/Liners

LN

LEAST COST
WATERPROOFING OF
LAKES AND RESERVOIRS
- using lining membranes and associated
geosynthetic materials

® Comprehensive service available to
owners/architects/consultants and contractors
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road,
Nayland, COLCHESTER CO6 4LT

For technical and sales enquiries
Tel: (01206) 262676

Fax: (01206) 262998

Maintenance Software

9 Qqest
//' Maintenance
ONLY!! Management

£660.00 Software
Preventative & Scheduled Maintenance
PM and Breakdown Work Orders
Repair Histories * Parts Control
Budget Analysis * Labour Management
OPTIONS: Chemical Log « Purchase
Order System * Expense/Budget Tracker
and more from U.S.’s leading
maintenance software company!

Call or Fax for a FREE Demo Disk!

Now available in the U.K. direct from:
WESSEX SOFTWARE SYSTEMS
PO Box 11, Billingshurst
West Sussex RH14 9FH
Tel: 01403 784864 Fax: 01403 784067

MOWER ACCESSORIES
LTD

Manufacturers of high
quality lawnmower
blades and cylinders.
Suppliers of spares and
accessories.

65 Forncett Street
Sheffield S4

Tel: 0114 276 5825
Fax: 0114 276 5855

* Germination Sheets
* Frost Protection Sheets
* Target Nets
* Perimeter Netting
* Ball Stop Netting
* Rain Covers
* Mobile and Static Nets

Available from all good distributors

Longbrook House, Ashton Vale
Road, Bristol BS3 2HA

Tel: (0117) 9669684

Railway Sleepers

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
8610 XS -

CROSSING TIMBERS
5 up to 16" long
for number requ
EGRAPH POLES
NEW AND SECONDHAND
Tel (01233) 625121 or 620277

Faggs Fleet, Whitfield
Road, Ashford, Kent

Hundreds of uses in:
# Golf Courses # Civil
Engineering

# Farming ¢ Landscape
Gardening # Fish Farms
¢ Garden Centres

ASHWELL MAKE IT EASY
# Sale, hire or buyback ¢ Choice of new or used
# Generous bulk discount # Cutting service
# Sale or return ¢ Delivery

WELL

Tel: 01375 892576 Fax: 01375 891736
Unit G, Criton Ind. Est., Stanford Rd, Orsett, Essex RM16 3DH

Available
in wood or concrete

Sand/Silica Sand

GARSIDE
ﬁ SANDS

Complete range of damp and dried
graded silica sands for all purposes.

Contact John Deavin at
Eastern Way Works,
Eastern Way, Heath & Reach,
Leighton Buzzard,
Beds LU7 9LF
Tel: (01525) 237911
Fax: (01525) 237991

TOP GRADE
TOP DRESSINGS

Lime free dried & washed sands
Lime free moist & washed sands
Bulk 24 hour delivery service

ARNOLD

SANDS FOR INDUSTRY
Arnold Sands Ltd

PO Box 542

Leighton Buzzard

Bedfordshire LU7 8FH

Tel: (01582) 477322

Fax: (01582) 661476

GRUNDON

NOW SPREADING
IN YOUR AREA

Top Dressing
Bunker Sand
Root Zone
Tees Dressing
All Aggregates
Path Gravels
Cockleshell

NEW HOTLINE NUMBER:
Contact Gordon

on 01367 244078

BUCKLAND
INDUSTRIAL
MINERALS
Sand and Silica Company
COMPLETE RANGE OF
HORTICULTURAL SANDS

Contact Lynda Jordan
Buckland Sand & Silica Co.
Reigate Heath, Reigate,
Surrey RH2 9RG

Tel: (01737) 240151

Prinkwater Sabyy Lid

(EBENEZER MEARS)

ARC

Southern

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND

for Tees - Greens - Bunkers

and drainage sands and shingles

Wintersells Road. Byfleet. KT14 7AZ

01932 345616

Screeners/Shredders

GRADE [T}

GRADEALL INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

Manufacturers of the $S100
Screener/Shredder

9 Farlough Road, Dungannon,
Northern Ireland BT71 4DT

Tel: 08687 40484 + Fax: 08687 48823

Seats, tables, chairs,

benches,
planters and lit
1| terbins made

the Good Wood Guide.
Send for brochure
D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road

Patchway, Bristol BS12 5TB
Tel: 0117 931 5335 Fax: 0117 931 5334

Stone Removal

SiSIS SQUIER

Stone
Removers

direct from the
manufacturers

Phone Dof‘/uglas Boa on
01625 503030 for rates

LINKS LEISURE

PRO-TEE ALL-WEATHER

GOLF MA

Robust,
durable
GRC base
with three
replaceable
artificial turf =
sections.

The ideal | & 3l

substitute =

for the Tel 01948 663002

natural  or Fax 01948
666381 for details

TUFPTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS TEE MATS,
DRIVING RANGE MATS AND
PUTTING SURFACES FROM

CARPETITION LTD

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: (01484) 428777 Fax: (01484) 423251

Tree Planting

Eastcote
> Nurseries
) (Solihull) Ltd

I8HEF
* Tree Spade hire
* Tree moving
* Semi mature trees
Nationwide service
Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull,
West Midlands B92 0JL

Tel: 01675 442033
Fax: 01675 442324

Tree Planting Service
Large Grants Available
Eamonn Wall & Co.

Woodland Design and Management
22 West Burnside, Dollar

Tel: 01259 743212

Q Lawns @

On cue for quality and on cue for quantity
* A full irrigation system complements the growing

and harvesting

* Natural fertility for vigorous root growth ensuring
hard wearing

* Naturally free from stone which level lying land

Growers of Quality Turf
Weasenham Farms Company Limited
Corkway Drove, Hockwold,
Thetford, Norfolk P26 4JR
Mobile: 0585 277695
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911

Grasslands|

Specialist Seed Grown Turf Producers
COVERING THE SOUTH
Grasslands Turf Farm, Ashford Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8TH
Tel/Fax: (01797) 367130

TEEMASTER

BY PRO-AM GOLF
SERVICES LTD

YOUR WINTER AND
PRACTICE TEE SPECIALISTS

Tel: (01446) 700130/733063

Pro-Am Golf Services Ltd.,
Unit 20, Atlantic Trading Estate,

Barry, South Glam., CF63 6RF

Q) L ~= @I®!
T
SOVEREIGN
TURF

Growers of consistent quality turf in
either big or small rolls for landscapers,
amenity users and golf courses
Tel: 01728 688 984
Fax: 01728 688 949

Fir Tree Farm, Blaxhall, Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP12 2DX
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Growers of high quality turf
supplied nationwide in standard
and big rolls. All turf grown on

sandy, stone-free soil.

For more information, contact
Tim Fell at:

Tillers Turf Company Ltd
Castlethorpe, Brigg,
South Humberside DN20 9L.G

Tel: 01652 650555
Fax: 01652 650064

BOUGHTON
LOAM LTD.

For

TURF DRESSINGS
ROOT ZONE MIXES
SCREENED TOP SOILS
BUNKER SANDS
HORTICULTURAL
COMPOSTS

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants
Tel: 01536 510515

’_'u.Lﬂ‘nm

Tip Top Turf.

Seed grown turf available in one sq yd
or large 25 sq yd rolls with laying
machines or service available.

“Tel: 01908 270701 » Fax: 01908 374889

TURF GROWN TO
YOUR SEED
SPECIFICATION

or from our stock
ALL GROWN IN STERILE
COMPOST
Supplied nationwide

GREENKEEPER LTD,
Shelford Manor, Shelford,
Nottingham NG12 1ER

Tel/Fax: 01949 21144

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTED
OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS
TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

Please contact Head Office for more information:

THE INTURF GROUP

Regent Street + Pocklington * York YO4 2QN
Telephone 01759 304101 * Fax 01759 305229

§5 £ ¢ By

Appeied for Quabty

Turf Dressings

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD

for Fendress Top Dressing
* Fendress Superfine
* Economy Dressing
* Rootzone Mixes
¢ Screened Fensoil * Screened Peat
¢ Screened Loam ¢ Kiln Dried Sand
* Bunker Sands

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

Rutford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain's No. 1 for
QUALITY - SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Fairway House. South Stage. Broadway
Salford Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ

Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554

Need some BIGGA merchandise? You can now pay by credit card. Call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details

BAn.l-:v's
{‘ NORFOLK

supply
Professional Turf Dressings
for the Profession
GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
Approved formulations for use in
Construction and on the finest greens,
tees and fairways
SAND
All requirements catered for including
lime free. Kiln dried sands available.
SCREENED TOP SOIL
Including the finest Black Fenland Soil
Screened loams to customers’
individual specifications
We also produce and supply root zone
mix and always have vast stocks of
cockle shells for immediate delivery

DELIVERIES NATIONWIDE

BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham,
Norwich, Norfolk NR10 5NL
Tel: 01603 754607
Mobile: 0860 661603

[ e

FLOTATION
TURF TYRES

* Wide Flat Threads *
* New & Used Custom Wheels *
* Bargain Prices »
ROTOTYRE LTD

Gravevard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs
Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265

Vertidraining Hire

MIDLAND TURF
AERATING SERVICE

* Verti-Draining * Hollow
dﬁ,; Coring with Ryan GA30
3 * Core Collector * Deep
7. Slitting * Top Dresser
* Over-Seeder /,
* Tractor Hire ,9“ &
* Competitive =
prices * Professional )
nationwide service. ’

Tel/Fax 01922 417567 5
Charles Frost

Alder Root Golf Club

VERTIDRAINING

Competitive rates and prompt
service offered throughout the
North West

For details contact:
Ernie Lander on 01925 291919
or 0831 448817

ROSS OLI\/ER

ND MAIN
® VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Spoﬂsgrounds
©® STONE PICKING @ RYAN HOLLOW TYNER
@ SAND SPREADERS @ DIRECT DRILLS
Greystones, Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP

Tel: (01841) 540222 Fax: (01637) 881057

(Solihull)
Vertidrain. Moore Sportsfield
Over-Seeders. Verti

Over-Seeder for Greens & Tees.
Toro Aerators. Case Trenchers
& Sportsfield Slitters etc.
Contact: Doug or Ron Johnson

Tel: (01564) 772597

Fax available

PETER MANNIN GTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced operator, competitive prices and rekable service
Phone Peter on 01580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061

Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,
Wadhurst, East Sussex TNS 7DL

TURF MAINTENANCE

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS
Ten years experience using only the best
2 greens verti-drains
(18 greens in 2 days)

Half-inch tines at 2x2 spacing
Fairway verti-drain

Cor plete with
Fairway overseeder

Contact Michael Seward
York (01904) 765949 night or day

Richard Ga ﬂW’y

VERTIDRAIN 1.5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire
Coremaster & Core Harvester
Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo &
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and
Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors,
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance
Machinery for sale

For further details contact:
RJ & J Campey
Marton, Macclesfield

Tel: 01260 224568
Fax: 01260 224791

- -
| ﬂﬁ“‘.‘f’..’“‘w

o

VERTIDRAIN AND HOLLOW
CORING MACHINES
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Contact: Peter Holmes, 10 Carson Road
Gainsborough, Lincs DN21 2RE

Tel: 01427 613035
Mobile: 0831 359394

&S SPORTSGROU
ODNTRACTORS
We're No. 1 for Vertidraining,

Hollow Tining and Core Collection

For competitive rates and a
professional service, contact

RICHARD VEITCH
01734 795454

The Fairways, King Street Lane, Winnersh,
Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 5AX
Fax: 01734 795353

PARKER HART

CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS

VERTIDRAINING * HOLLOW CORING
TOP DRESSING * SEEDING
SAND SLITTING « SAND BANDING
DRAINAGE
Qualified and experienced staff
Plus all your sports turf, amenity and
horticultural supplies
Contact Anne Wicks (Contracts
Manager) Tel: 0181 337 7791
Fax: 0181 330 7392

” 3(;3
[ # Verti Drain Hire ¢ Hollow Coring
# Deep Spiking # Tractor Hire
| @ Full range of Landscape
Equipment
YORKSHIRE'S ONLY AGENT FOR 'WIEDENMANN TERRA-SPIKE
| SPEN.GROUNDCARE SERVICES

Unit 7, Valley Road, Liversedge
L West Yorkshire WF15 6JY

01924 401522 - 0836 722080

WORTH
hrgid

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth
WORTH DRAINING
Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

Water Hazards

& PONDS
CLEAR?

NO MORE “GREEN
WATER” ALL SUMMER
@ Professional treatment service for large ponds
‘ @ Bulk sales of 0’CLEAR ot trade prices,
only by mail order
(Doesn’t kill blanket weed)

AGUA

COMPANY LTD
Sole distributors of O“Clear
Dept GK5A, Abbott House, 14a Hale Road
Farnham, Surrey GU9 9QH ‘

Tel (01252) 712307 Fax 712308

(¥ AQUATIC % )
;% WEED

== CONTROL ==
and DESILTING

For lakes, ponds, rivers and bankside
areas. Professionally qualified and
experienced operators
Contact

Waterland Management Ltd

\ (01344) 421012 o

Weed Killing

A //Q& FREE

(BRACKNELL)

Professional Weed Killing &
Associated Turf Services

MIKE SEATON F.Inst.G(Dip)
Tel: (01344) 481011

Fax: (01344) 300052

Mobile: (0850) 300104

Tell the industry of your products
and services, through an
advertisement in greenkeeping’s
top magazine GREENKEEPER
INTERNATIONAL

AVE YOU FOUND THE
NY £50 NOTES YET?

Track them down and
win a REAL £50 note!
Get searching!
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hinery For Sale

D&E TURF

SALE OF OUR OWN EQUIPMENT

Toro Hydroject 3000, 1165 hours

1.5mtr Greens Verti-drain new 1992
2.5mtr Fairway Verti-drain new 1993

Sisis Hydraulic Veemow 3 gang
Olathe Seeder/Thatcher (Pedestrian)
Sisis Contravator seeder

Toro 70 Cylinder Mower

Toro 217D Diesel 52" outfront rotary

Kubota LB 3250 Tractor, 981 hours “K” registration De~|uxe’cob

Toro Reelmaster 335D 4wd mowers "H” reg

£8500
£9000
£9500
£12500
...£8500
£2750
£600
£750
£550
£2000

All prices are plus VAT af the current rate.
D&E Turf Maintenance Ltd, St John’s Schoolhouse, Central Parade, Shildon, County
Durham DL4 1DL. Tel: 01388 608620 Fax: 01388 609552 Mobile: 0836 376944

Ford 1210 Compact +
Wessex Mid Mounted Deck
Hydrostatic, 4WD, Cab,
Turf tyres, 1680hrs

£3150 +VAT

Banbury Golf Club
01295 810419

\ /‘

BEAVER TM508 (1991)
5 GANG FAIRWAY
MOWER
8 Bladed Cyl, Grooved Rollers,
Auto Hitch and Wide Angle
PTO Shaft
£3,500 ONO
D. Morris, Secretary/Manager,
Rhuddlan Golf Club

01745 590217

(Bre=a vl °S)

Ransomes Triple 18 complete with 5 knife fixed
heads ..From £4,875

Ransomes Parkway 225 6 knife

fixed heads From £15,950

Ransomes GT Champion vertigroom
units and grass catchers From £6,950

Ransomes Motor 180D 7 knife floating

heads with grass boxes From £8,975
Ransomes Greens Pro 56 with
transport wheels From €1,875

Iseki SG17 ride-on mower 48" side

discharge deck and collector From £7,825
Ryan Mataway vertical slicer From £2,500
Ryan Turf Cutter 16" Heavy Duty...From £5,900
Cushman TD1500 top dresser From £3,400

Telephone: 0121 733 3344

G E Adamson Grass Machinea:y

Ransomes 3 set Magna for Sports trailed — new cylinders £2500

Ransomes Certes 20" new engine, cylinder and box £995
Pattisson Spiker-Honda engine £1250
Lioyds Paladin 21" 8 blade ~ new engine £995
Kubota G1700 diesel ride-on mower 40 RD £2975
Kubota B1750 c/w 60 S/D mid mounted mower deck,

turf tyres ~ manual £5750
Iseki TE 3210 24HP cab spool valves creep gear

turf tyres, ideal verti-drain tractor - low hours £4950
Sisis Auto-Turfman - as new - 1994 £1250

Compact Tractors and Machinery

Al prices inclusive of transport but subject to VAT.

Tel/Fax: 01995 640180

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION

An Independent Company

At North Staffs Irrigation we
can offer a range of equipment
suitable for your irrigation
project. A full design and
installation service is provided
ensuring an effective and
efficient system tailored to your individual
needs. We offer:

* Fully automatic Irrigation
Systems (including greens, tees,
approaches, etc.)

* Manual Control Irrigation
Systems

* Phased Installations
(allowing a basic water supply
to be built upon to achieve full
automatic irrigation over a
period to suit your available
finance)

Recent contracts include: Bangor, Sherwood
Forest, Fairhaven, Beau Desert, Prestatyn, Accring-
ton, etc, etc.

Contact us on 01785 812706, Fax: 01782 395734 or
at Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone,
Staffordshire ST15 8TB

We are founder members of the BTLIA.

KELPIE

NATURAL COMPOSTED
SEAWEED SOIL CONDITIONER
FROM STEWARTS

TEL: 0131-663 6617
FAX:0131-663 0651

Purdys Grass Machinery

JACOBSEN DISTRIBUTORS
Largest selection of professional
used and reconditioned grass
machinery in the Midlands

Jacobsen Greensking petrol
and diesel
Ransomes Five Unit
Sportscutter Trailed
Ransomes 350D
Toro GM 3000D

Smithco Bunker Rake

CONTACT
CHRIS BRYDEN
01777 704275
EVENINGS: 0115 920 9401

JOP*SN0

Experienced Head
Greenkeeper/ Course Manager,
USA trained. Prior experience
in Germany with new
construction, grow-in. Seeks
senior position in Europe.
Previously with
well-known US championship
private golf club.
Planning, budget control,
staff training, etc. Pesticide and
turf/greenkeeping certificate
from US university.
German language.

Box No JS 17/95, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF

Twenty seven year old
qualified greenkeeper with
six years experience seeks

First Assistant position.
City and Guilds | and Il in
greenkeeping and practical
experience in golf course
construction and all
aspects of course
maintenance. UK preferred,
but will travel abroad.

Box No JS 18/95, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF
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SPORTS FIELD IRRIGATION

RN I BIRD.

PREFERRED BY PROFESSIONALS WORLDWIDE
There is no specific system that meets the demand for
every sports field. That's why Rain Bird offer a choice
of systems to meet the individual requirements of your
sport, local conditions, budget, water and manpower.

Ghi

As professional distributors and
installers of irrigation equipment
for over 23 years we will put
our experience behind you.

EAT & IRRIGATION LTD,
PINCHBECK, SPALDING,
: LINCS. PE11 3UE
Telephone:

(01775) 722327

Facsimile:

(01775) 725444

i ad L
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Membership subscriptions can now be paid by credit card. Call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details
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Manchester Golf Club

Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD GREENKEEPER

The successful applicant will have the appropriate
qualifications with possession of management, supervisory
skills, the ability to motivate staff and organise work
programmes.

Salary negotiable.
Apply in writing, with full CV, to:

Mr K G Flett, General Manager,
Manchester Golf Club Limited, Hopwood Cottage,
Rochdale Road, Middleton M24 2QP

Telephone: 0161 643 3202

Remember: BIGGA now accepts credit
cards - the convenient way to pay for
magazine or membership subscriptions
as well as to buy BIGGA merchandise.
For details, call 01347 838581

TURF GROWERS

TURF GROWERS

World Leading Manufacturer
of Irrigation Equipment

is looking for

SPECIFICATION
MANAGER

to promote its product line of golf course and
sportsfield applications.

Applicants must:

4 Have engineering degree with 3-5 years
experience in an engineering firm or in an
irrigation or golf course construction related

field

Have PC skills (Word, Excel)

Be self motivated

Be based in UK, working out of home

® ¢ 0 o0

Be willing to travel and spend about 2/3 of time
in field
If you like state of the art technology and can

present it to others, this challenging position on an
international team awaits you.

Applications in writing with full CV and references
should be sent to:

Rain Bird Europe
BP 72000, 13792 Aix En Provence Cedex 3,
FRANCE

Sandiway Golf Club Ltd

requires a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

For our premier 18 hole course
situated in South Cheshire.

Applicants must possess a recognised qualification and
be experienced in all aspects of course management.

The ability to lead and motivate staff, organise work
programmes and maintain health and safety
requirements is essential.

Practical knowledge of modern greenkeeping and
budgetary control is also required.

Sandiway Golf Club offers rewards and prospects
aimed at attracting candidates of the highest calibre.

Applications in writing with full CV to:

Secretary/Manager,
Sandiway Golf Club, Chester Road, Sandiway,
Northwich, Cheshire CW8 2DJ

Tel: (01606) 883247
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Greene King PLC
a major operator of Pay and Play Golf Courses
requires a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

at its Essex site and

EXPERIENCED
GREENKEEPERS

at its Buckinghamshire site.

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and
experienced persons.

The company offers a competitive salary and good
opportunities for career development and advancement.

Applications in writing with full CV to:

Mark Moffett, Area Manager, Leisure — Retail Trade,
Green King PLC, The Brewery, Biggleswade,

The Old Course Hotel
Golf Resort and Spa
St. Andrews

requires a

COURSE
MANAGER

The Old Course Hotel has recently completed the
growing-in period of the Peter Thompson
designed, championship standard, golf course and
are now looking for a person of experience to fill
the above position.

Applicants should be fully qualified in all areas of
course maintenance and management, for this
parkland, irrigated course.

The ability to be part of the Resort’s management

team and to relate well to both peers and guests is

vital as well as a good and thorough understanding
of administration and budgeting.

Salary and conditions negotiable.

Please apply in writing with full CV and
photograph to:

Patrick Elsmie, General Manager,

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

for our new 18 hole pay and play golf course.

Applicants should have the appmprlate qualifications,
as well as a proven track record in course management.

Please apply with CV to:

Steve Larbey, 12 Kemps, Hurstpierpoint,
West Sussex BN6 9UE.
Mobile: 0850 308152

Bedfordshire SG18 0JR The Old Course Hotel, St Andrews, Fife KY16 9SP
Hassocks Golf Club Inverness Golf Club
require a e invites applications for the post of

ASSISTANT HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Applicants must be suitably qualified and experienced in all
aspects of course management. They should have a knowledge of
Budgeting, Man Management, Health and Safety requirements

and be interested in the game of golf.

Salary negotiable, house available.

Apply in writing, with full CV, by 30th April to The Secretary,
Inverness Golf Club, Culcabock Road, Inverness IV2 3XQ

Lilley Brook Golf Club Ltd

invites applications for the position of

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

The successful candidate will be self-motivated, have a good working
knowledge of the maintenance of a parkland course, together with
experience in automatic irrigation, machinery maintenance and

preferably hold PA1 and PA2 certificates.

Please apply in writing with CV to:

The Secretary, Lilley Brook Golf Club Ltd, Cirencester Road,
Charlton Kings, Cheltenham, Glos, GL53 8EG.
Closing date 1 May 1995
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Sheringham Golf Club, Norfolk

Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD GREENKEEPER

(Re-advertisement)
Sheringham is an 18 hole cliff top course fully equipped with modern
greenkeeping machinery. The Club is over 100 years old and is hosting several
major competitions in 1995. The course is generally accepted to be one of the
premier ones in East Anglia.

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of course

,\;C)'\AM ch management and maintenance of machinery.
Q.\ Persons with 12 years previous experience or more should
%“" S E send their hand written applications together with full CV to:
2 “f‘h : m‘:’ The Secretary, Sheringham Golf Club,

‘\4/ v Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8HG

by 28 April 1995
per Internati

Take out a sub:

iption to G

| by credit card: call BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581 for details



on a new and challenging role?

and picturesque holes in the area.

and M25.

contact:

Salary: £13984 per annum (inclusive) Ref. no: CD/LM/015

Are you enthusiastic, committed to providing a quality service to the public and eager to take

If so, we need you as our Green-keeper at Hounslow Heath Golf Course, an 18 hole par 69
pay as you play course measuring 5,820 yards, which provides some of the most challenging

Conveniently situated in West London, the Golf Course is within easy access of the M3, M4

You must have a thorough knowledge of the maintenance of Golf Courses, be skilled in the
use of all appropriate equipment and have the ability to organise and supervise staff
effectively. With a recognised qualification in greenkeeping, you must have at least 1 years
experience as First Assistant at an established golf course.

Interested? For an application form please telephone the Recruitment Line on (0181) 814
0358 quoting the appropriate reference number. If you require further information please

Personnel Section,
Commercial Division, Heston Park House,
New Heston Road, Heston, Middlesex TW4 OLW
Tel: (0181) 572 3380

CLOSING DATE: 28th April 1995

ﬁai:,m SGNg:: We operate a No-Smoking Policy An Equal Opportunity Employer
Ryston Park Golf Club Crane Valley Golf Club

HEAD GREENKEEPER

An experienced working Head Greenkeeper is required for our
nine hole Parkland Course. Applicants must be fully experienced
in all aspects of greenkeeping with appropriate qualifications and

have knowledge of modern equipment and ability to direct and

motivate staff.

Accommodation is not available.
Salary negotiable according to experience.
For further particulars apply in writing to:
J. Flogdell, Secretary, Ryston Park Golf Club,
Denver, Norfolk PE38 0HH

Verwood, Nr. Bournemouth, Dorset
require a

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Crane Valley is a recently developed, forward thinking, proprietary club
comprising 27 holes and a driving range, built and maintained to a high standard.
An opportunity exists for a skilled and enthusiastic greenkeeper to contribute to
the next stage in development of the courses to realise their outstanding potential.
Applicants must be qualified with a proven record in course and machinery
maintenance.

Salary is negotiable, but no accommodation.

Please write with a CV to: The Course Manager, Crane Valley Golf Club,
Verwood, Dorset BH31 7LE

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Cliff top 18 hole golf course in Cormnwall seeks energetic, qualified,
young head greenkeeper to transform ageing golf course.

Applications in writing to:

J. Earle, Whitsand Bay Hotel,
Portwrinkle, Torpoint, Cornwall PL11 3BU

Burnham Beeches

* FOUNDED 1891 -

Burnham Beeches
Golf Club

Vacancy for

EXPERIENCED AND
QUALIFIED GREENKEEPER

Excellent working conditions. Competitive Salary,
Modern 3-Bedroomed Accommodation.

Please apply to:

General Manager, Burnham Beeches Golf Club, Green Lane,
Burnham, Slough SL1 8EG
Telephone No: 01628 661448
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TALKING HEADS

(od's greatest theatre

The question is often posed; who is the ultimate
judge of a golf course, especially its design? Could
it be our mythical Mister Average? Therein lies the
rub, for while there may be several accepted meth-
ods by which a golf course can be judged in its
technical sense, in its adequacy so to speak, there is
no way on earth that our by-no-means-mediocre-
though-essentially-rather-average golfer can be
objective about the charm, grace and splendour of a
golf course. Beauty, golf buffs are led now to
believe, is in the eye of the fellow who holes a big
percentage of his putts; the standard applying as
much to par-busting giantkillers as witless thrash-
ers. Individual taste remains the only gauge, a
player either likes a particular course or he doesn't,
while the vitriolic outbursts of the tournament pro-
fessional — more common by far than praise — will
usually be governed by his fortunes: how well he
has just played. After all, how many desolate experi-
ences does a player care to remember?

What is a great golf course? The most unequivo-
cal thing you can say is that it will possess the very
breath of life; a personality, character and (some-
times) antiquity that is clearly its own. Many cer-
tainly have the stamp of ancient history about them,
while there are scores of great courses that are pos-
itively youthful. Still more are mere infant prodigies,
yet destined for great things. Most of these
admirable courses will hold the distinction of having
been created; designed by a golf course architect.
Further, though most golf courses are conceived
with the object of testing the few to their limit, if their
architects’ are anything like the artists we know them
to be, they will in addition have painted the broad
canvas especially for the average golfer; those who
will sustain the course in the greatest of numbers.

Dr. Alister Mackenzie, in his book Golf Architec-
ture (1920, reprinted 1982), under a chapter titled
‘Plans for the perfect golf course’, suggested that:

@ A really great course must be a constant source
of pleasure to the greatest possible number of play-
ers.

@ |t must require strategy in the playing as well as
skill otherwise it cannot continue to hold the golfer's
interest.

@ |t must give the average player a fair chance, and
at the same time it must require the utmost from
the expert who tries for sub-par scores.

@ All natural beauty should be preserved, natural
hazards should be utilised, and artificiality should be
minimised.

Placed somewhat inappropriately at the tail-end
of his book under ‘Hints on Greenkeeping’, though
aimed (with tongue in cheek), perhaps at green
committee chairmen, Mackenzie further suggested:
‘Never follow the advice of a golfer, however good a
player he may be, unless he is broad minded
enough to disregard his own game and recognise
that not only has the beginner to be considered, but
also that a very high standard of golf architecture
improves everyone’s play. Golf course construction
is a difficult art (like sculpture) and still in its infancy.
Endeavour to make every feature indistinguishable
from a natural one. Most courses have too many
bunkers. They should be constructed mainly from a
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by David White

strategical and not from a penal point of view.
Fiercely criticised holes often improve the standard of
play and ultimately become most popular.’
Scotland’s Donald Ross, who progressed from
clubmaking at Forgan's workshop in St Andrews,
while also studying golf with Old Tom Morris before
becoming pro-greenkeeper at Royal Dornoch and,
finally, the most active and sought-after golf course
architect in America, put his opinion thus: /t is obvi-
ously the function of the championship course to
present competitors with a variety of problems that
will test every type of shot which a golfer of cham-
pionship ability should be qualified to play. Thus, it
should call for long and accurate tee shots, accurate
iron play (and let me say here that | consider the
ability to play the longer irons as the supreme test
of a great golfer), precise handling of the short
game and, finally, consistent putting. These abilities
should be called for in a proportion that will not per-
mit excellence in any one department of the game
to too-largely offset deficiencies in another. Like-
wise, penalties should not be unduly severe nor of a
nature that will prohibit a full recovery by the execu-
tion of an unusually well-played shot. These are the
problems presented to the golf architect when
undertaking the design of a championship layout.

‘Nature must be preserved both
with dignity and integrity’

Though Donald Ross'’s object lesson for would-
be architects, amateur or professional, was written
several decades ago, at a time when the choicest
plots of land were still available to golf course archi-
tects, its premise holds good today.

How interesting it is to learn also of Mackenzie’s
likened the art of golf course construction to that of
sculpture, for sculptor and artist are clearly the clos-
est of partners in golf, both working subtle intrigues
with nature; soothing the beleaguered player while
at the same time offering irresistible temptations.

There are those who claim that golf was never
invented; certainly its lowland origins remain
ambiguous, while the first golf course architect
quite likely was a hacker from East Lothian called
0Old Father Time. We know that bunkers were simple
scars on the links caused by sheltering sheep, that
greens were born in the 1700s at St Andrews, that
tees didn't exist before1875; and that the century
had turned before Willie Park Junior first shifted soil
in fashioning elevated and contoured putting sur-
faces at Sunningdale. We know also that every
player fancies his chances as a golf course architect.

For all that, the designing of golf courses is a
youthful occupation. The title golf course architect
was unknown until 1902, when Charles Blair Mac-
donald coined the term, while according to archi-
tect/researcher Geoffrey Cornish, co-author with
Ron Whitton of The Golf Course and The Architects
of Golf, there has only been in the whole of the

chronicle of mankind some 600 or so recorded golf
course designers. This figure, of course, takes no
account of ‘dog’ tracks, whose perpetrators under-
take their ‘designs’ on the back of a fag packet, but
if nothing else it demonstrates the exclusivity of
such a profession. Six hundred? Surely there have
been more astronauts launched into outer-space
than that?

Exclusivity there may well be, but in Britain today
the British Institute of Golf Course Architects
(BIGCA), founded just 21 years ago, is ensuring that
this does not also mean anonymity. Throwing open
their doors and letting the world see what they are
about has proved a grand start, followed by their
becoming the only teaching institute in the world for
‘would be’ golf course architects.Their 1995 post-
graduate diploma course through Kingston Univer-
sity is full to overflowing, the belief held within
informed circles that this will become the architec-
tural qualification, ultimately recognised throughout
the world.

Already we are seeing the results of their other
entente cordiale activities, first with the signing of a
protocol of co-operation between the Institute and
AFAG, the French architects’ group, second with a
declared desire for closer co-operation between all
other organisations involved in the world of golf,
including those professional players who have
embraced design as a new, often secondary, career.

Finally, the Institute is staging a two-day confer-
ence and seminar programme, the first of its kind,
at the Wentworth Golf Club on April 20-21. Looking
always to the future, the seminar addresses several
likely problems head on. A session on ecology will
be staged, ie fitting the modern course into a natural
image, plus discussions on game improvement,
with regard to both human frame and modern
implements. With golf balls being hit longer and
harder (though not necessarily straighter), there is a
greater need for safety and this issue also will be
addressed. There will be sessions on design con-
cepts for the modern age, how to make new
courses maintainable, how to keep them (economi-
cally) watered, plus discussions on the equation that
everyone seeks to get right first time — the financial
market place. The finale, the icing on cake so to
speak, will be when Dr. Alistair Cochrane discusses
how we might balance modern day technology with
the strongly held traditions prevalent in our beloved
game.

Seventy years ago Tom Simpson summed up the

need for architectural simplicity: “The educated
taste admires simplicity of design and sound work-
manship for their own sake rather than over-deco-
ration and the crowding of artificial hazards." Thank
God, Britain's architects have only very rarely been
required to enter the (mainly American) frenzy that
has real-estate sales as its bottom line. Qur finest
continue to uphold the traditions that are deeply
rooted in their profession, knowing that nature must
be preserved both with dignity and integrity.
@ Readers interested in attending the BIGCA two-
day seminar and conference can obtain further
details from the BIGCA secretary. Tel: 01883-
712072.



No more missed patches.
No more double dosing.

"

i

“Turf Mark’ is a spray pattern indicator for
golf courses, ground maintenance areas,
shrubberies, non-crop situations and all
other areas where it is advisable to mark
where spraying has taken place. It is
suitable for use with any type of spray

equipment. “Turf Mark’ can be used with
any water soluble pesticide, or fertilizer
(as illustrated above), without affecting
chemical efficacy. The distinctive blue
dye disappears within 1-2 days and is
available in pre-measured water

soluble sachets or tablets for easy and
economical application.

The professional way to spray

“Turf Mark’ is a trade mark of Becker-Underwood Inc., USA.

ZENECA

Professional Products

Fernhurst, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 3JE
Tel: (01428) 645454



The Fairway Champions

There's no contest when it comes to choosing the right

with a 38 horsepower
weight mower for golf course fairways. Look to Ransomes’ engine. 4-wheel drive is
corner for a choice of Fairway champions which can out- standard except on 23hp

perform, out-power, out-produce and out-manoeuvre any model. Floating head

mower in their weight class. cutting units closely hug

First there's the new lightweight the turf and rugged hydrostatic drive grips the terrain for

Fairway 250 with 23, 28 and an unsurpassed punch to tackle inclines or mow around

33 horsepower or the obstacles, with even weight distribution to eliminate
midweight Fairway 300 "bouncing" for a smooth, clean finish.
Before you put your money on any Fairway mower give

the 300 and 250 a work-out. They're the mowers that

have the right weight for a winning

performance on the fairway.

Phone free for details on

0500 026208

RANSOMES

CUSHMVAN

Ransomes, Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG. Tel: 01473 270000. Fax: 01473 276300 RYAN
anr Setting the standard
9



