
WE SAY 

Preparing for 
the challenge 

You may not have heard of 
the European Golf Associa-

tion Ecology Unit or indeed the 
Global Anti-Golf Movement 
(GAGM) but increasingly ecologi-
cal issues will impinge on green-
keepers and the golf courses they 
maintain. In terms of developing 
an environmental strategy for 
golf in Europe we are some way 
behind developments in the USA 
whilst from an Association view-
point there is a clear need for 
guidelines and for the adoption of 
a pro-active position. 

The EGA Ecology Unit was 
established earlier this year and is 
based in Brussels. Funded by the 
R & A, the PGA European Tour 
and the European Golf Associa-
tion, the Unit is headed by David 
Stubbs as Executive Director. He 
will be known to a number of you 
through his past participation in 
BIGGA seminar programmes. This 
body represents 2 6 Golf Federa-
tions and will act as a clearing 
house for information. It will be 
able to take the pressure off indi-
vidual countries spending time 
and money building up their own 
defences against the likes of the 
Global Anti-Golf Movement, 
which is contracted to the intimi-
dating acronym of "gag 'em", and 
claims a membership of 2 5 0 
groups in 15 countries. One of 
their recent meetings brought 
together 3 0 0 participants from 
ten countries including the 
United Kingdom. This grassroots 
movement has signified its pres-
ence by declaring a World No 
Golf Day - and subsequently a 
World No Golf Year. It has also 
militated for a moratorium on 
new golf course construction and 
called for a ban on the introduc-
tion of the sport into the 
Olympics. Have no doubt that 
formidable forces are lining up 
who believe that golf courses 
serve only to rob farmland, 
destroy national parks, waste pre-
cious water and increase the use 
of toxic pesticides and herbicides 
needed to keep greens green. 
Over the past six months there 
have been a record number of 
critical reports in the USA media 
about golf courses and pesticide 
use. 

Both individual greenkeepers 
and the Association need to be 
prepared. We will need to accen-
tuate the positive and to be in 
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possession of hard facts and 
detailed information which is 
where the Ecology Unit will be 
able to help. In recent discussions 
with David Stubbs, we are agreed 
on the need for BIGGA to adopt 
an increasingly high-profile role 
in environmental matters work-
ing closely with the Ecology Unit. 
There will be a need for research 
and to establish a European 
database on golf course manage-
ment practices. Discussions are 
ongoing regarding an official 
Ecology Unit Survey in conjunc-
tion with BIGGA. On this note, 
beware of unsolicited surveys 
seeking to elicit often sensitive 
information without stating how 
the information will be used and 
for what purpose. Ultimately, it 
could well be used to your own 
and the profession's detriment. 

'We need to know of 
good working practices 
- and of problems too' 

The Association must move for-
ward with the EGA Ecology Unit 
and the forging in recent months 
of close links augurs well for a 
united approach to ecological 
matters. 

The R & A has recently agreed 
to create an R & A Golf Course 
Advisory Panel to replace the for-
mer Joint Golf Course Commit-
tee. The object of the Panel, 
which will consist of members 
invited from the Home Unions 
together with persons with spe-
cialist knowledge, will be to 
advise the R & A External Funds 
Supervisory Committee on the 
use of funds which they might 
make available for research and 
environmental concerns as they 
affect golf courses, and for bring-
ing about a general improvement 

in the construction and mainte-
nance of golf courses. Amongst 
the Panel working parties under 
consideration is one to cover ecol-
ogy in Europe and whilst at first 
sight there would appear to be 
some overlapping of function 
with the work of the Ecology Unit 
Management Committee, it is cer-
tainly encouraging that ecological 
concerns are now to the fore 
within the game of golf. 

As individual greenkeepers you 
need to be alert and aware. You 
need to know the facts and com-
municate them to golfers, media 
and decision makers in your local 
community. You will need to par-
ticipate in a grassroots campaign 
to build an influential lobby 
which supports golf courses as 
environmentally friendly. Let oth-
ers know about the environmen-
tal benefits of golf courses, the 
safety of your practices and the 
testing and research required to 
register a pesticide product. Invite 
those with influence to visit your 
course and see your facility first-
hand. Ensure that you apply envi-
ronmentally sound management 
techniques on your golf course 
and seek to promote a positive 
environmental image of both golf 
and the golf course. 

Together we must use our mag-
azine, Greenkeeper International 
to promote the positive environ-
mental aspects of the golf course 
and where you have practical 
examples please let us know 
about them. We need informa-
tion, we need to know of good 
working practices and we need to 
know of problems too. The Asso-
ciation must commit itself to a 
process which will encourage 
every greenkeeper to conduct golf 
course management practices in a 
manner which respects the envi-
ronment. The use of turf chemi-
cals, the impact of water and soil 
quality, amounts of irrigation 
water used and disruption of 
wildlife habitat are all concerns 
which must be addressed by the 
golf industry. Your input is vitally 
necessary and in combining 
research, education and commu-
nication, BIGGA will seek to over-
come public misconceptions of 
the negative environmental 
impact of golf courses which if 
left uncorrected will surely pose a 
serious threat to the vitality and 
integrity of the game. 

Boost for BIGGA's 
new library 
More than £300 worth of 
b o o k s h a v e b e e n d e l i v e r e d t o 
B I G G A ' s n e w l i b r a r y , c o u r t e s y 
o f L e w i s P u b l i s h e r s , a l e a d i n g 
p u b l i s h e r o f b o o k s o n tu r f 
m a n a g e m e n t . 

T h e s e t o f b o o k s i n c l u d e s : 
J a m e s V a r g a s ' ' M a n a g e m e n t 
o f T u r f g r a s s D i s e a s e s : 2 n d 
e d i t i o n ' ( £ 5 2 . 5 0 ) ; A n n L e s l i e ' s 
' H a n d b o o k o f I n t e g r a t e d P e s t 
M a n a g e m e n t f o r Tu r f a n d 
O r n a m e n t a l s ' ( £ 6 1 . 5 0 ) ; t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s G o l f 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s ' W a s t e w a t e r 
R e u s e f o r G o l f C o u r s e 
I r r i g a t i o n ' ( £ 4 5 ) ; D o n a l d 
H a r k e r e t a l ' s ' L a n d s c a p e 
R e s t o r a t i o n H a n d b o o k ' ( £ 6 5 ) ; 
J a m e s B a l o g h & W i l l i a m 
W a l k e r ' s ' G o l f C o u r s e 
M a n a g e m e n t a n d 
C o n s t r u c t i o n : E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
I s s u e s ' ( £ 6 1 ) . 

L e w i s P u b l i s h e r s , a U S 
ou t f i t w h i c h is m a k i n g i n r o a d s 
i n to t h e U K a n d E u r o p e a n 
g o l f s c e n e , h a s a l s o p r o m i s e d 
t o p r o v i d e B I G G A w i t h a c o p y 
o f T h o m a s W a t s c h k e ' s 
' M a n a g i n g T u r f g r a s s P e s t s ' 
( £ 5 7 . 5 0 ) w h e n it b e c o m e s 
a v a i l a b l e l a te r t h i s m o n t h . 

T h e n t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s 
l i b r a r y , w h i c h w a s s e t u p w i t h 
f u n d s f r o m t h e R & A , w i l l h a v e 
a c o m p l e t e c o l l e c t i o n o f tu r f 
m a n a g e m e n t b o o k s f r o m t h i s 
p u b l i s h e r . A f t e r b r o w s i n g 
b r i e f l y t h r o u g h t h e c o l l e c t i o n , 
o n e o f t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g 
b o o k s l o o k s t o b e t h e 
H a n d b o o k o f I n t e g r a t e d P e s t 
M a n a g e m e n t f o r T u r f a n d 
O r n a m e n t a l s a s it l o o k s a t t h e 
l a t es t d e v e l o p m e n t s in I P M , 
w h i c h is g a i n i n g g r o u n d a s 
o n e o f t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e 
w a y s t o l im i t p e s t i c i d e u s e . 
T h i s , a n d t h e o t h e r b o o k s in 
t h e c o l l e c t i o n , w i l l b e 
r e v i e w e d in a f u t u r e i s s u e b y 
s o m e o f t h e U K ' s l e a d i n g 
g r e e n k e e p e r s . 

T o f i n d o u t h o w y o u c a n 
b o r r o w t h e b o o k f r o m o u r 
l i b r a r y c a l l 0 3 4 7 8 3 8 5 8 1 . T o 
o r d e r y o u r v e r y o w n c o p y 
s e n d B I G G A a c h e q u e 
( i n c l u d i n g £ 1 . 5 0 p & p ) . 

Filming continues 
F i l m i n g o f B I G G A ' s l a t es t 
v i d e o , a g u i d e t o c o u r s e 
p r e p a r a t i o n , h a s m o v e d f r o m 
P r e s t b u r y a n d R o y a l L i v e r p o o l 
c o u r s e s t o t h e H o u s e o f 
L o r d s . V i s c o u n t W h i t e l a w , 
B I G G A ' s p r e s i d e n t , w i l l 
i n t r o d u c e t h e v i d e o , w h i c h is 
f u n d e d b y B I G G A ' s 
E d u c a t i o n D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d 
a n d w i l l b e l a u n c h e d at B T M E . 


