
Desert island risks 

H o w t h e c o u r s e w i l l l o o k in M a y - w i t h t h e h a w t h o r n e b u s h e s in f l o w e r . T h e 1 1 t h a n d 1 3 t h g r e e n s a n d 1 2 t h a n d 
1 4 t h t e e s a t t h e s o u t h e r n e n d o f t h e p e a r - s h a p e d i s l a n d a r e b u i l t o u t s i d e t h e f l o o d b a n k a n d r e g u l a r l y g e t 
s w a m p e d w i t h t h e w a s h f r o m b i g s h i p s c o m i n g i n a n d o u t o f P e r t h H a r b o u r . 

When your gol f cou rse is 
bounded by w a t e r on a l l s ides, 
b r ing ing in even t h e m o s t 
f u n d a m e n t a l supp l ies c a n be a 
l og i s t i ca l n igh tmare . . . 

The problem for Walter 
McDonald is not what he 

puts on his course or how he 
spreads it, but how he gets it 
there. 

The King James VI Golf Club is 
on an island in the middle of the 
River Tay. 

When Walter first came to the 
course on Moncreiffe Island, 
Perth, Scotland, a small boat was 
used to ferry things across from 
the mainland. "But that was 
bloody dangerous," says 56-year-
old Walter, who came to the 
course 15 years ago. 

The head greenkeeper at the 
time loved his boat and used it to 
transport fertiliser, top dressing 
and beer (the essentials) to the 
course. 

One day the boat's small out-

board engine packed in - and 
there were no oars in the boat, so 
the head greenkeper had to use 
his hands to paddle the craft and 
supplies ashore. "I thought, that's 
not for me," said Walter. And 
when he became head green-
keeper he got rid of the boat. 

Walter uses the small foot-
bridge that runs alongside the 
railway bridge. His three-man 

team carry the essentials up the 
steps and load them onto a four-
wheel buggy which was specially 
made to fit on the footbridge. 
Once across the river they can 
throw the goods down to the 
waiting tractor/trailer (or carry 
them down, depending on how 
fit they feel). 

"There's less chance of hurting 
yourself carrying the barrels up 

the steps than lifting them in and 
out of a rocking boat," adds Wal-
ter who remembers stripping 
down a Sisis Hydromain 14 13 
years ago and carrying it over bit 
by bit - wheels, chassis, engine... 

In the summer they can drive a 
small tractor/trailer (under 10-
ton) across the river at low tide. 
There are concrete blocks set in 
the riverbed at the narrowest 

Controlling moss and spores, SUPER 
MOSSTOX is easy to use, 
effective, yet kind to both 
turf and hard surfaces, 
such as synthetic sports 
pitches, car parks or 
stonework. 

SUPER MOSSTOX may 
be used at any time when 
the conditions are moist. 

fP RHÔNE-POULENC 
Rhone Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW Tel: 0277 301301 Fax: 0277 301119 

SUPERMOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 

Super Mosstox is as effective on turf as 
it s on hard surfaces (and as gentle) 

SUPER MOSSTOX is a liquid Mosskiller that 
can be used on fine turf and hard surfaces, 
wherever moss is a problem. 



Walter McDonald faces up to his problem - how to get goods across the river from Perth 

point from the north of the island 
to a car park on the east bank of 
the river. But it means careful 
planning of deliveries. 

"It's all about arranging with 
the contractor and getting them 
to deliver at a certain time before 
the tide comes in or just after the 
tide's gone out. If you have to 
wait an hour you could be in big 
trouble, especially if you've got 
30-ton of sand in the car park on 
the other side. You've really got 
to get rid of it out of that car park 
pretty sharp, although the town 
understands our predicament," 
says Walter. 

The path can be exposed for six 

to eight hours but if high tide is 
mid-day it means they can't do 
anything from 10am-2pm. The 
path can be seen six months of 
the year and sometimes in the 
winter when heavy frost halts the 
water higher up in the moun-
tains. 

Just after the path had been 
put in, and before it had time to 
settle, King James VI club lost a 
tractor off it - the engine was still 
running when the path disap-
peared into a hole. Even Walter 
couldn't get it going - and he was 
a mechanic in his pre-greenkeep-
ing days. 

He worked for a construction 

company, "But I got sick of being 
away from home and I'd not long 
been married." 

His uncle was a greenkeeper at 
Alyth and had offered Walter a 
job before he became a mechanic. 
It got him thinking about the pro-
fession when he was looking for 
something else to do. Walter's 
first greenkeeping post was as the 
first full-time greenkeeper at 
nine-hole Dunkeld. While there 
he started going to college and 
collecting his City and Guilds and 
Scotvec qualifications. 

He came to the 700-member 
King James VI club as first assis-
tant, and after about a year got 
the head greenkeeper's job. He is 
in charge of another qualified 
greenkeeper (his first assistant), a 
tractor man and an apprentice. 

"Being a trained mechanic 
comes in handy, very handy at 
times," says Walter. 

Getting things to the course 
will become easier next year 
when another, wider footbridge is 
erected (to take walkers to a new 
picnic area on the island). Walter 
believes he (and the allotment 
gardeners with whom he shares 
the island) will be able to drive a 
compact tractor and trailer across 
it. 

This will make life much easier 
for him when he receives his 
deliveries of half a ton of fertiliser 
in spring (1 1/2 a year), 80-100 
ton of top dressing, and bunker 

sand. They are turfing the bunker 
faces at the moment and replac-
ing the quarry sand with yellow 
sand (it's what the club members 
wanted). They have done about 
14 of the course's 30 greenside 
bunkers at the moment, so more 
sand will have to be brought in. 

How to get these things to the 
97-year-old, Tom Morris-
designed course is not the only 
problem. The course has been 
flooded twice in the last four 
years. But it's an ill wind... last 
year's flood washed away the 
greenkeepers' small wooden shed 
- and now they have a new one, 
built on higher ground. But they 
had to bring all the upfill and 
concrete over by hand. "We were 
days on end bringing that stuff 
over," remembers Walter. 

EQUIPMENT AT 
KING JAMES VI 

1 FORD 2120 4x4 
1 FORD 1900 2x4 
1 SISIS HYDROMAIN 25 
1 LESCO GREENS TRIPLE 
1 RANSOMES 180 FOR 

TEES 
1 SAXON TRIPLE 
3 RANSOMES AUTO 

CERTES 
1 VERTIDRAIN 
1 SET 5 ROCRAFT PTO 

GANGS 
1 SET 5 RANSOMES MAGNA 

R L M W O O n 
= C O L L E G E = 

Cupar, Fife 

PLAN FOR EDUCATION NOW! 
Our courses for Autumn '94 are: 
• National Certificate in Greenkeeping 

(full/part-time) 

• National Certificate in Greenkeeping Supervision 
(distance learning) 

• Higher National Certificate/Diploma in Golf Course Management 
(fiill-time/part-time/distance learning) 

• A Range of Specialist Short Courses 

Information and Advice: Carol Borthwick, Head of Greenkeeping Section 
Tel: (0334) 52781 Fax: (0334) 56795 


