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Bé In the first year of use I have found
Rimidin* to be the most effective and

easy to apply fungicide I have had the 66 Bastion T* is quite simply the best
pleasure of using. ” selective weed killer I've ever used! ”
Bill Fox — Head Greenkeeper Neil Cleverly — Head Greenkeeper

Moortown Golf Club, Leeds West Hove Golf Club, Sussex

66 Approved for use by Pesticide
Safety Directorate. 99

Rimidin*  MAFF 05907 PO

B::i(::T, MAFF 06011 U Using Rimidin* for the past year I
6 Extensively tested by the Sports Lorsban T* MAFF 05970 found disease spraying intervals to be
Turf Research Institute. 99 extended to 3 months. 99
Rimidin* MAEF 05907 Ron Butler — Head Greenkeeper

Wilton Golf Club, Wilton Castle
Bastion T* MAFF 06011

TRIED & TESTED

...and not just by us!

BASTION T* RIMIDIN* LORSBAN T*

The powerful Today's revolutionary Reliable control of
answer to problem answer to long term leatherjackets and frit
weeds bringing control of Fusarium, fly with guaranteed

= unprecedented control =1 Dollar Spot and Red long term effectiveness.
of slender speedwell, Thread. Because of its ke ~ Safe to a wide range of

yellow suckling clover * systemic action TR established turf grasses
(lesser trefoil) and Rimidin keeps on i Lorsban T* also aids
many other problem ¢ working after rainfall | establishment of newly
weeds in sports and ¢ or mowing giving sown turf,
" amenity turf. . “= superb value for
money.

Now is the time to independent tests
experience for yourself the by leading research
revolutionary performance organisations, but also by
of these new generation experienced professional

turf care products from greenkeepers like yourself. I

i6b
g&\

Righy Taylor. Find out more — talk to
Approved by Government  Rigby Taylor and get the —
Authorities, not only are solutions you have been A GROWING FORCE IN LEISURE

the benefits proven in waiting for!
AD
REF
127

f
a2 “rree 0800424 919

Read the label before you buy. Use Pesticides Safely.

Rimidin* contains Fenarimol.

Bastion T* contains Fluroxypyr and Mecoprop-P. Rigby Taylor Limited

Lorsban T* contains Chlorpyrifos. Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancs. BL1 4AE. Tel: 0204 394888. Fax: 0204 385276.




ALL THE DETAILS
YOU NEED

Our FREE READER REPLY
SERVICE keeps YOU in the

Use the post-paid Reader
Reply Card facing Page 62
for further information on
the products and services
advertised in this issue. Just
state the companies’ Ad Ref
numbers and leave it to us.

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

a quick reference guide

Ad Ref Page
Agriland 84 37
Amazone 116 27,46
Amenity Technology

24,26
L

Arco
Barenbrug 14
Blec
Bob Andrews
Camus
Cuckmere Valley 106
Dixon & Holliday 214
Echo 446
Enterprise Buildings

425
Eric Hunter 73
Golf Maintenance Ltd

440
Hardi 25
Hayters 20
[~} 54
Inturf 31
Jacobsen )
John Deere 103
Kubota 86
Lely (Toro) 61
Lindum 38
Major Equipment 419
Moneystone 454
New Holland Ford Ltd

165
North Staffs Irrigation

217
Pattisson 35
Pro-Seed Equipment

455
Risboro Turf 386 27
Rhéne Poulenc 59 39,51

64

Rigby Taylor 127 2
Rufford 5 49
SCs 456 28
Sisis 176 47
Sovereign Turf 435 17
Supaturf 164 63
Tacit 438 62
Turf Management Systems
457 36
Vitax 139 18
Colleges . 40
Buyers Guide « 55-59
Classified
Recruitment

a closer look
at what
Greenkeeper
| can do to pi
YOUR business

Here's what one of our
advertisers has to say about the
industry’s most effective
magazine:
“Our strategically planned advertising
in
over the past three years have without
doubt contributed substantiaily to the
healthy increase in sales for Toro
products throughout the UK over that
period”
- PETER MANSFIELD, Toro General
Manager, Lely (UK) Ltd, UK distributor
for Toro Commercial products.

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL:
Bill Lynch on 091 413 7218, or
Carol Dutton or Louise Lunn at
BIGGA HQ on 0347 838581.
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Compact
tractors tested

A no-nonsense team of
greenkeepers get to grips
with half a dozen compact
tractors, to find out if a
smaller size means a
reduction in capability.

The verdicts may surprise
YO, csssnonmiaring Pages 42-51

A moving experience

With the crumbling coastline nibbling at the edges
of his golf course, Tony Gadd was charged with the
mammoth task of moving inland and leaving some
holes open for play ..........ccseveessisesensans Pages 10-13

Seed or turf

Mike Canaway looks at what’s best for new greens
which have to be ready in a hurry and Peter Hayes
examines the top rasses........cc.ccceeeue Pages 15-19

£50
CASH IN

OUR FUN
COMPETITION
-TURNTO

BUYERS
GUIDE
P55

St Andrews gets set for 95 Open
“The whole world’s going to be looking at

St Andrews and we want to present the golf course
in the best possible fashion” ................ Pages 22-23

Fertiliser: an even spread

Michael Bird looks at how to make the best of
fertiliser spreaders while Chris Boiling meets a
greenkeeper with a problem....Pages 25-27, 36-40

DEPARTMENTS

News All the news from throughout the industry,
including BIGGA in Focus, a staff profile and your
chance to win a trip to San Francisco ....Pages 4-9
Mark G Smith compiles another greenkeeping
brain baffler. Solve it and you could win £50 or a
BIGGA DIAZEL . scoxanemnosrnsasasrssnrarnsssssysvssasness Page 54
Regular updates from our correspondents. Find
out what's going on:.......cceccreenvirenrenne Pages 29-34

Crossword

Around the Green

Tony Gadd, course manager at a golf club which
had an impatient coastline knocking on his door

COVER PICTURE:

Greenkeeper Education
and Development Fund

The Fund provides the key to the future for
greenkeeper, golf club and game. Individuals and
companies can join the Golden Key Circle and Silver -
Key Circle. For details, contact BIGGA on 0347 838581.

GOLDEN KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS:
* ET Breakwell Ltd * Hardi Ltd » Hayters PLC

\ GOLDEN KEY
« ICI Professional Products * Jacobsens * Kubota UK Ltd
+ Lely UK Ltd + Rigby Taylor Ltd * Toro Irrigation \_—and SILVER KEY
SILVER KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: - CRAES
Ransomes * Risboro’ Turf
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WE SAY

Win the ICI
Premier
Greenkeeper
Award and visit

San Francisco

Judged by your peers to be
the best of the best is a rare
achievement in itself. But
for the winner of the 1994
ICI Premier Greenkeeper
Award, that achievement
will turn into an
unforgettable experience
with a place on the BIGGA
trip to San Francisco for the
1995 GCSAA Exhibition and
Conference. You’'ll enjoy
legendary American
hospitality and VIP
treatment all the way.

ICI Prof

Roger Mossop, left, with the
1993 winner, Gordon Irvine

Other prizes in this most
prestigious award include:
* a weekend for two at a
top London hotel, with
tickets for a West End show
of your choice
* a weekend for two at the
Aldwark Manor Hotel, York
* ... and all section
nominations will receive a
memento of the occasion,
courtesy of the sponsors,
ICI Professional Products.

Entry forms are available
from Headquarters or your
Section Secretary.

Each section of BIGGA will
consider the entries and one
nominee will represent each
section in a regional final,
where in a course visit by
representatives of ICI and
BIGGA, they will walk the
course and have an informal
discussion with the nominee.

The five regional finalists
will receive a further course
visit and will be interviewed
at Aldwark Manor prior to a
banquet and presentation at
BIGGA HQ on
5 December 1994.

Closing date for entries is
April 30, 1994 - so don’t
delay, enter today!

Managing membership

embership is at the very

heart of BIGGA. There is
strength in numbers and from
1987 onwards our membership
has shown consistent growth. I am
often asked just what I consider to
be our membership potential and
this is a difficult question to
answer. In any professional body
there will always be only a given
percentage of those entitled to join
who will actually apply for mem-
bership, the remainder citing any
number of reasons for a negative
attitude. Within BIGGA we now
have some 50% of all eligible
greenkeepers in membership so
membership matters should con-
tinue to focus our minds.

The good news is that at the
time of writing 763 applications
have been received from potential
new members for 1994. Con-
versely, after a membership drive
which has stretched since mid-
November, we entered March with
approximately 1,500 current mem-
bers still to renew. These have
been chased from headquarters
with a good response and the next
chasing will be at regional and sec-
tion level. When all is said and
done we will look to increase on
our 1993 closing membership fig-
ure of 5,162. In this year of review,
we have the opportunity to look at
our membership rates and cate-
gories. As far as subscriptions are
concerned there are clearly two
schools of thought — those who feel
that subscriptions should be
increased in line with the needs of
a professional association and the
benefits available, whilst there are
those who feel that subscriptions
should be kept at present levels
both from an economic viewpoint
and because they see these levels
as most likely to pull in new mem-
bers. There is always scope to
change membership categories but
changes need to be made judi-
ciously and only to meet clearly
defined areas of need.

What of golf clubs and their atti-
tudes to BIGGA membership? The
majority of golf clubs now have an
insight into the benefits of BIGGA
membership for their employees
and as such encourage member-
ship. Not all greenkeepers respond
to this encouragement. Other clubs
take an opposite view, still seem-

ingly threatened by an association
which they see akin to a trade
union. Nothing could be further
from the truth. Through their rep-
resentation on the GTC, the Home
Unions have agreed to encourage
membership of BIGGA and one
hopes that the message will get
through to those clubs who adopt
an insular and sometimes hostile
attitude. What justification can
there be for a greenkeeper to feel
that his employment might be
threatened should he join a profes-
sional association whose educa-
tional and training programmes
will ultimately make him much
better equipped to perform his role
within his golf club? Some golf
clubs indeed still actively oppose
greenkeepers seeking training and
qualifications fearing that they will

BIGGA in focus

BY NEIL THOMAS

then move onto better things.

Let’s have a look at the value
members get for their member-
ship. First, let’s clearly establish
that membership for those renew-
ing in 1994 came at a rate of £1
per week or less. From receipt of a
monthly magazine to insurance
and legal benefits and numerous
educational opportunities, this is
surely outstanding value for
money. It is an old but very true
adage that you only get out of
something what you are prepared
to put in but for the keen and com-
mitted individual, his membership
allows him to play a full role at
section, region and national level,
to pursue a number of educational
options to his career benefit and
enjoy the camaraderie and social
aspects of BIGGA whilst being
backed by a professional associa-

tion intent on improving the sta-
tus, training and conditions of ser-
vice for its members.

The two schools of thought on
subscriptions are matched by two
schools of thought on who should
pay those subscriptions. Club or
individual member that is the
question. Many are the arguments
on this score with those seeing
membership of BIGGA as a reason-
able part of their employment ben-
efits to be funded by the club,
whilst others feel that the individ-
ual paying ensures that greater
value is placed on membership
and there is increased commitment
to the Association. What of the
renewal process? Non-receipt of
the membership invoice, lost in the
washing machine, chewed by the
dog - there are many intriguing
excuses made for late or non-pay-
ment. Like most, greenkeepers do
not like parting with their money
before the last possible moment.
So from Headquarters’ viewpoint
there has to be recourse first to the
Constitution and second to a
penalty. ‘The annual subscription
shall be due and payable on the
first day of January each year...
No member of the Association
whose subscription is in arrears by
one calendar month shall partici-
pate in any of the advantages or
privileges of the Association, vote
on any question or compete for
any prize’. That applies after 31
January. After this any member
still to renew has the magazine
withheld and by the end of March
they are deleted from membership.
I wonder just how rigorously the
constitution is implemented at
region and section level in this
regard. It certainly needs to be as,
like other organisations, late pay-
ment for BIGGA means reduced
cashflow.

I hope I have triggered some
thoughts on a subject which is the
very life-blood of the Association.
We do not claim to have the ideal
membership systems, categories or
subscriptions. We remain open to
suggestions on where improve-
ments and changes can be made.
This year we will be reappraising
the administration and computeri-
sation of membership. I would
welcome any views or comments
you may wish to put forward.

BIGGA Staff Profile CLARE DOUGLAS Membership Services Officer

Clare was one of 38 students to successfully gain a place on a newly-established retail
marketing degree course at Manchester Polytechnic - from 10,000 applicants! Now Clare is
using her skills to help build BIGGA's membership and her day to day role includes marketing
to gain new members and dealing with any queries that may occur.

Before joining the Association, Clare was a graduate recruitment officer at Sainsbury's head
office in London and worked for Yorkshire Water in their customer services and personnel
department. Clare saw her move to BIGGA as an "interesting opportunity” to use her degree.
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Golf club rallies
round head
greenkeeper

Members of a Dorset golf club
have raised £2,300 to send a head
greenkeeper and his family on a
dream holiday to Florida.

Golfers at Tidworth, on Salis-
bury Plain, have been touched by
the plight of Chris Brown’s seven-
year-old daughter, Samantha,
who had a kidney transplant last
June and then suffered a series of
setbacks, culminating in a 165-
day stay in hospital while she had
her gall bladder and spleen
removed. Her mother, Jan, stayed
with her while Chris looked after
their other daughter, Kelly, 6, at
home.

Chris worked his job around
Kelly’s school day, starting at 9am
and working to about 3.30pm,
and his colleagues, Tony Rose,
Mark Arthur and Ted Racey, cov-
ered for him at weekends.

Samantha, who'll be eight this
month, came out of hospital just
before Christmas and is now lead-
ing a normal life, apart from fort-
nightly check-ups.

Members of the downland
course, where Chris has been
working for eight and a half years,
four years as head greenkeeper,
raised the money through a
review night. Villagers have also
chipped in another £700 and
another member and his wife
have offered them the use of their
holiday home in Florida.

The Browns expect to go in
October.

" Q;““A ™

A

See you ‘at
Westurf

This month’s big event is
Westurf. The south-west’s
premier trade show has
attracted all the leading names,
including ICI Professional
Products, Sisis, Farmura,
Rhone-Poulenc, Barenbrug,
Ruffords, STRI and Rigby
Taylor. The show takes place at
Long Ashton Golf Club, Bristol
on Wednesday April 27 and
parking and admission are free.

* If you’ve got a story,

call Chris Boiling on
0347 838581

One of longest holes in UK?

Knaresborough Golf Club in Yorkshire is putting the finishing touches
to one of the longest holes in the country. The new-look 17th will be 627
yards off the white tees and 553 off the yellow, making the course 6,481-
6,254 yards long. If you've got a longer hole, send us a picture and tell
us all about it.

Hamptworth Golf
& Country Club

There’s a new hazard in the rough of the second hole at
Hamptworth Golf and Country Club. We wonder what this
woman driver’s handicap is?

FLYING DIVOTS

One step beyond
course manager

What's the next step after course tional system developed by the
manager? Operations manager Association in the last seven
is the answer. And Kevin Munt, years. I hope that my appoint-
course manager at Bucking- ment will give incentive and
hamshire Golf Club, has just help to other skilled course
been appointed operations man- managers who wish to step into
ager there. overall golf club management.

This expansion of duties will Hopefully it will also serve as a
involve him in all aspects of club  target for young people entering
management and operation. our profession. There are now

He said: “This is an exciting great opportunities in the golf-
challenge for me having been ing world for people who are
involved in the club’s develop- willing to study and work hard
ment since day one. It is won- at their careers. In fact, thanks
derful to be given the chance to to the standards set by BIGGA
play a greater role in an opera- and the GTC, it should be far
tion that I have vested the last easier for managers to step from
four years of my career to.” the golf course into the club-

Kevin, 36, added: “This is a house rather than the other way
great reflection on the educa- around.”

W BIGGA is setting up a cen-
tral library of greenkeeping
books, so if you have any old
books, manuscripts or infor-
mation, please send them to
HQ. The library will be avail-
able to members when
attending courses at Aldwark
Manor or on a normal loan
and return basis,

“We now have an excellent
opportunity to collate the his-
tory of greenkeeping and
long-forgotten books can be
dusted down and forwarded
to headquarters for safe
keeping,” said executive
director Neil Thomas.

The General Committee of
the R&A has given the Asso-
ciation a £10,000 grant to
help set up the library and
purchase rare books

B The manage-
ment of the Erin
Group, which pro-
duces and sup-
plies gardening
products, have
completed a
management
buyout. Richard Grimmer, for-
merly operations director and
managing director, has been
appointed group managing
director.

M The Landscape Industries
‘94 exhibition is to be held on
the RASE showground at
Stoneleigh on June 8 and 9
More than 170 exhibitors are
due to attend.

B Golden Key Circle member
ET Breakwell of Solihull has
been appointed a distributor
for Allen Power Equipment's
Echo range of brushcutters,
hedgecutters, blowers and
leaf-collectors.

B Turf Machinery Lid, sup-
plier of replacement parts,
hire equipment and contract
services to turf professionals,
has moved to larger premises
at Morrison House, 3A Monu-
ment Way West, Woking, Sur-
rey. Tel: 0483 764467

B Brunston Castle Golf Club
in Ayrshire is up for sale, two
years after it opened.

B Alfie Fyles, one of Britain's
best known caddies, has died
at the age of 66. The South-
port-based caddie, who had
throat cancer, helped Tom
Watson and Gary Player win a
total of six Open titles.
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A fast forward in truck design.

The all-new Jacobsen WORKHORSE superior all-around productivity.

SV Truck — loaded with everything, ready It’s the first true service vehicle system. A bold new
for anything. Built from the ground up for look. A bold new statement of what utility equipment
toughness. Designed from the operator out for value is all about. See your dealer for a demonstration.

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE ON TURE
Call us or your local Jacobsen

dealer for further details : QJAC o B S E N

Jacobsen Textron

Telord Wy TEXTRON
Kettering NN16 8UN
Tel: 0536 417777

Fax: 0536 310245

Jacobsen Division of Textron




NEWS

Pre-tax loss for
Ransomes

Grass machinery manufacturer
Ransomes has reported a loss
before tax of £8.9m despite a
turnover of £165.8m, six per cent
up on '92.

The operating profit before
exceptional items was £5.3m, but
exceptional charges of £5.8m to
cover a major restructuring
programme and interest charges of
£8.4m took the company into the
red.

“You may be surprised at the
size of the loss,” group chief
executive Peter Wilson, pictured,
said, “but we felt it was important

to get all the bad news
behind us as soon as
possible so we can
concentrate on
delivering the
profitability that we
| believe exists in this
business. We therefore
decided to provide fully
for restructuring costs which we
will incur in 1994.”

Part of the company’s new
direction includes the
consolidation of four divisions into
two distinct groups: a consumer
division and commercial division.
Ransomes’ rationalisation plan also
includes the closure of the
American head office and
warehouses in America, France
and Germany, and about 100
redundancies, including the
elimination of several senior
administrative management
positions.

“Corporate administrative
officers have been removed, and
we will insist on a much more
hands-on operation style,” stated
Mr Wilson.

He added that since the 1989
acquisition of Cushman and Ryan
brands, very little had been done
and the decisions made were not
effective. “New management is
now in place and wasting little
time bringing about change,” he
said. “We have already achieved a
lot in the first two months of this
year but much still remains to be
done to make us the low cost
producer in our industry, and to
convince customers that they
should choose Ransomes products.
We have made a promising start to
1994 with sales up on last year and
with a number of new products
being introduced to the market.
We must strive for continuous
improvement in our business.”

—

‘Pocket checklist’
for greenkeepers

A new pocket information
leaflet for BIGGA members is
now available. Sponsored by
the suppliers of Farmura and
Blazon products, the ‘18 Ways-
to-a-Better-Spray’ booklet has
been specially designed as a
pocket checklist reminder for
spray operators to consider
after they have followed the
Codes of Practice and properly
calibrated their spraying equip-
ment.

The full-colour leaflet is
divided into three sections pro-
viding the operator with six
important reminders before
spraying commences, six points
to consider during application
and six checks to complete after
the operation has finished.

All BIGGA head greenkeepers
and course managers will be
sent a copy shortly. Additional
copies are available from HQ.

WA free electronic stopwatch
and a new Hardi AML 200 Uni-
flex Sprayer are the prizes in
the Farmura/Blazon ‘Better-
Way-To-Spray’ campaign run-
ning until June 30.

To qualify, you will have to
order one outer of Blazon Spray
Pattern Indicator from a Far-
mura products distributor and
you will be sent a stopwatch to
assist you in calibrating your
spraying equipment.

In addition, the purchasing
golf club’s name will be entered
into a national draw with the
winner being presented with a
new Hardi 200-litre trailer
sprayer complete with 6m
boom, PTO drive and
diaphragm pump.

Ten Hardi K15 Knapsack
Sprayers will be presented to
the runners-up. Tel: 0233
756241.

FLYING DIVOTS

Moving in...

B Whitecraigs Golf Club in
Giffnock, Glasgow, has a new
head greenkeeper — 35-year-old
Peter Hall. Formerly the head
greenkeeper at Hamilton Golf
Club, he moves to the 5746-yard
par 73 parkland course to
replace Robert Fitzpatrick, who
has retired.

M John Bourne & Company Ltd
has appointed Janet Gardner to
co-ordinate sales and marketing
of the amenity contracting and
turfcare division.

W Seven hundred jobs have
gone at Fisons following a £122
million collapse in profits -
down from £123 million in 1992
to just £1 million last year.

Nicklaus takes the high road

Jack Nicklaus has his eye on a site

on the bonnie, bonnie banks of

Loch Lomond, next to the trou-
bled Tom Weiskopf designed
course which is due to open next
year.

Nicklaus is reported to have
taken his sons Gary and Jack Jnr
to look at the land during a recent
visit to Europe. If he goes ahead
with the project, it will be his fifth
course in the British Isles, follow-
ing St Mellion, Mount Juliet, the
Monarch’s at Gleneagles and The
London Club (which officially
opens in July).

The Weiskopf-designed course
has been sold to Lyle Anderson,
an American businessman, after
going into receivership last year. It
is expected to open next year with
the 220-year-old manor house
being converted into a clubhouse.

B IndyCar superstar Nigel
Mansell has quit as president
of Dartmouth Golf and Coun-
try Club, Devon. Rumours that
this had anything to do with
the BIGGA National Golf
Tournament being staged
there in August are com-
pletely unfounded. Nigel said
he is too busy testing and
racing in the United States to
carry on as president. He will,
however, keep his 7.5 per
cent stake in the club.

A full preview of the tourna-
ment will feature in next
month’s issue, but green-
keepers intending to compete
should contact BIGGA HQ as
soon as possible to secure
accommodation as Dart-
mouth is a popular holiday
destination in August

M Britain came third in the
table of foreign country atten-
dance at the GCSAA's 1994
International Golf Course
Conference and Show in Dal-
las. Of the 1,309 foreigners
from more than 50 countries
at the American equivalent of
the BTME, 100 were Brits
Canada, not surprisingly,
came top with 467 attendees
while Japan was second with
169. Mexico was fourth with
84 and then Germany with 48.

More than 15,000 Ameri-
cans visited the three-day
show and 3,336 sat in on the
58 seminars.

Next year's show is sched-
uled for February 20-27 in
San Francisco.

W Bournemouth-
based Agriland's
new sales
manager for the
south of
England is
Adrian Long, a
qualified
greenkeeper and a former
student at Askham Bryan
College, York. He gained his
greenkeeping experience as
deputy head at Oslo Golf
Club, Norway, and as head
greenkeeper at Schonenberg
Golf and Country Club,
Zurich, Switzerland.

B The 900 members at
Bishop's Stortford Golf Club
clubbed together and bought
the freehold of the course
Now they will have to build a
clubhouse as their present
building is on a site where
developers want to build 20
homes.
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A Subsidiary of the M & B group

BLEC
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LANDSCAPING EQUIPME

The finest name in
Moneystone Root Zone Mix
Moneystone Sterilized

Turf Top Dressing
Sport Sands.

Dastnibuted by

JANRIEN AN

ESportsturf Ltdll

53 Market Street, Dalton-in-Furness, Cumbria LA15 8AW
Tel: 0229 465555

SUPPLIERS OF A WIDE RANGE OF
LANDSCAPING AND TURF CARE MACHINERY

73 Riverside, Deeping Gate, Peterborough PE6 9AR

Baths Road, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent Staffordshire. ST3 2JQ
Telephone 0782 593233 AD
rer [ Tel: 0778 342829 Fax: 0778 341098
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TRICOFLEX®|

Tricoflex, the world acclaimed quality
standard in professional water delivery
hoses is now readily available from ARCO,
the U.K.’s No. | supplier of industrial hoses.

Insist on the hose that delivers a
steady flow of outstanding advantages,
including a unique 4 ply construction and a
12 year guarantee. Now you can get hold of

it quickly! . . . Ring us now.

PHONE 0482 591592
OR FAX 0482 218536
TO ORDER, OR FOR

DETAILS OF YOUR
NEAREST BRANCH

ARCO. LTD., P.O. BOX 21,
WAVERLEY STREET, HULL HUI 2§J.

M NOW ON TAP FROM 18 ARCO BRANCHES NATIONWIDE

REF
449
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Farm estate to
become golf
complex

This 240-acre farm and parkland
estate surrounding Ramside Hall
Hotel near Durham is being
turned into a golf complex with
course manager Roger Shaw coor-
dinating the project.

He started working for the
developer, Michael Adamson of
Ramside Estates, last September,
but construction of the 27-hole
course and practice facility only
started last month (March).

It is hoped that they will start
seeding the fairways and greens
in May and that the course will be
fully constructed by September,
with the opening planned for
spring ‘96.

By then, says designer Jonathan
Gaunt, you should find “an unusu-
ally mature, well-integrated golf
course which is exciting to play
and a delight to walk through.”
He says the views over the sur-
rounding landscape are “delight-
ful”.

Much of the course’s mature
look will stem from the well-
established oaks and beeches
already on the estate. However,
50,000 extra trees are to be

P A

ol A
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The Ramside Hall Hotel. Below, a view from the proposed 4th tee

planted in consultation with the
Forestry Authority. “Indigenous
trees and shrubs will be used to
extend and recreate habitats for
abundant local wildlife which will
thrive in the large areas of rough
between fairways, so that even
while the new course is establish-
ing, the site will retain a maturity
that many take years to establish,”
says Jonathan.

The main course is a 6,800-yard
par 72 layout which aims to be
testing without being intimidating
or penal, by offering options
instead of hit-and-hope obstacles.
The features encouraging strategic
play include a number of lakes
and streams (which also tie in to
the drainage and irrigation sys-
tems for the courses), sensitive
but not over-prolific bunkering,
and the careful planting of the
new trees. The nine-hole course

has a par of 35 and is aimed at
the less experienced golfer. The
complex will also have a 1,500m
sq chipping and putting green and
a golf academy playing out to a
300-yard practice range with vari-
ous featured targets.

Before Roger joined this project
he was course manager at Bran-
cepeth Castle GC, also near
Durham. He’d been there for ten
years and brought the tired and
out-of-condition  Harry  Colt
designed course back to life. Prior
to that he was head greenkeeper
at Darlington GC for eight years
and he served his apprenticeship
at Billingham GC.

He brought in designer
Jonathan Gaunt, whose credits
include a 27-hole complex in Den-
mark and the Chesfield Downs
Family Golf Centre in Hertford-
shire.

The construction team is
headed by Ian Martin and Bob
Hornegold and backed up by
agronomist David Stansfield of
PSD Agronomy. Drainage is by MJ
Abbott of Salisbury and the irriga-
tion system was put in by Par 4
Irrigation of Ripon.

The plan is to build the north of
England’s largest and best
equipped leisure facility, including
a clubhouse to open simultane-
ously with the golf course, and to
offer “five star quality at three star
prices”.

Unhappy choice for Scottish clubs

Three Scottish clubs are having a
gun held to their heads - give up
the most popular tee times or
face a rent rise of 400 per cent or
more.

Lord Wemyss’
March Estates are building two
new golf courses in East Lothian
— at Gosford Park and Craigielaw
Steading — with a 150-room hotel
and 50 houses. The hotel will be
finished before the courses, so

Wemyss &

the lord wants prime times for
guests at three of his other
courses in the area — not only
until the new courses are built,
but also afterwards.

The three existing courses —
Longniddry, Kilspindie and Mus-
selburgh - face rent increases of
50 per cent anyhow, but it could
be ten times as much if they
don’t give up the peak tee-off
slots of 8-10am and 2-4pm seven

days a week.

Longniddry has been told its
rent will go up from £17,000 to
£25,000 if it agrees to give up
these tee-off times to the land-
lords, but it will go up to £60,000
or £70,000 a year if it doesn’t.

It is understood that Kilspindie
Golf Club and the district council
which sub-lets the course at
Musselburgh are in a similar situ-
ation.

FLYING DIVOTS

B Golf course owners who
are having trouble selling their
courses could always do
what one American is plan-
ning. Jack Ridge is going to
give his 124-acre course to
the nearest the pin on Octo-
ber 9. He is charging a
$2,000 entrance fee and limit-
ing numbers to 3,000 entries
— giving him $6 million. The
chosen hole at Bob O Link is
the 145-yard 8th, which is
fronted by water. The contest
will be held over six days with
the four closest each day
advancing to the final, where
they will get four shots to bag
the 6,430-yard course

B The new head green-
keeper at The London Golf
Club's Ron Kirby-designed
International Course is 26-
year-old Steven Jones
Steven moves to the course,
to look after the colonial
bent/fescue greens, from the
Oxfordshire Golf Club, where
he was foreman/irrigation
technician He replaces
Simon Grand who has gone
to keep the new Lydd Golf
Club.

Steven will report to
Stephen Marsden, who is now
the golf courses superinten-
dent at The London Golf
Club, which will have a grand
opening in July,

B Gary Cook, 29, has taken
up the head greenkeeper's
job at Enmore Park, Bridgwa-
ter. He was previously at
Annenhill, Kilmarnock

W Rhone-Poulenc  Environ-
mental Products has
appointed three new distribu-
tors: RE Rushbrook & Son,
Suffolk; Gem Professional,
Lancashire; and Amenity
Land Services Ltd of Shrop-
shire

W Inter Seeds Limited of
Inkberrow, Worcestershire,
has gained BS 5750 Part 2 as
wholesalers and distributors
of amenity grass seeds, wild
flowers and - fertilisers, Tel
0386 793135.

M The British Association of
Landscape Industries (BALI)
has accepted an invitation to
join the CBI Council, the gov-
erning body of the CBI.
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With a crumbling coastline
nibbling at the edges, Barton-on-
Sea Golf Club had little choice but
to move inland. Course manager
Tony Gadd tells Cedric Johns how

he handled the task — and kept 16
holes open for play throughout

hen Tony Gadd was appointed course manager at the
Barton-on-Sea Golf Club, his brief was simple and
straight to the point. Call-in a contractor or manage the
project yourself, he was told. Given the choice, Tony
decided to put his reputation on the line. He opted to
plan and control events, using his experience and judgement to
achieve the success his new employers had spent years planning for.

The project? To rebuild, extend and revitalise a 95-year-old clifftop
golf course threatened by a crumbling coastline, move it inland and
turn it into a modern, 27-hole complex, complete with brand new
clubhouse; at a total cost of £2 million.

Apart from the importance of selecting a group of reliable sub-con-
tractors, this entailed planning the movement of tens of thousands of
tons of soil, pegging-out three nine-hole loops, recycling spoil to build
features, updating drainage, extending the irrigation system, oversee-
ing progressive seeding and turfing, coping with all the relevant paper-
work, maintaining phased work schedules — and making sure that
each stage was completed to budget.

Anything else? “Yes”, said the club’s management committee, “It is
essential that you keep 18-holes open for play at all times.” Some
brief, some welcome back to this country! Prior to joining the Hamp-
shire club, Tony had spent a decade out of the country gaining invalu-
able experience helping to build and manage golf courses in Africa
and central Europe.

During that period of his life, he learned to cope with arid heat and
tropical downpours (which washed away entire fairways) in the Ivory




Coast and the teeth-chattering contrast of mid-European winter tem-
peratures plunging to —20°C or more.

In Germany, melting snow and continuous rains combined to flood
his Schloss Weitnburg course to the point where, as the waters sub-
sided, trout were discovered swimming in the bunkers.

On the face of it then, Tony Gadd’s move to the English south coast
appeared to offer many advantages; a pleasantly mild climate, a team
of professional sub-contractors at his disposal plus the bonus of estab-
lished support in the shape of a six-man team led by head ‘keeper Bob
Parsons.

The reality was different! The Barton project turned out to be the
biggest challenge of his life, he told me. “But I don’t regret a moment
of it.”

One of Tony’s main headaches was — and still is — wind erosion. Dur-
ing one particularly stormy night, high winds blowing in off the sea
shifted an inch of carefully laid seeded soil. Within days, freshly
sanded bunkers turned a pale shade of green.

“I didn’t use covers. If I had, they would only have ended up floating
in the bay”.

Storm-force winds are not the everyday norm at Barton but the
Solent channel can be fickle. Light winds suddenly turn into squalls
gusting to a strength four or five; enough to cause soil movement.

When this happened, Tony and his team had to forget whatever
they had planned. For a period, raking, over-seeding, light rolling and
watering were daily necessities.

Yet just a few paces further inland, where the course was extended

away from the crumbling cliffs, heavier farm soil resisting the affects
of the winds threw-up another challenge. Weeds.

Classified as Grade ‘D’ farmland, the soil was alive with camomile,
white flowering clover, plantains and a botanists’ book full of other
species. On top of that, the owner, a local farmer had, in Tony’s esti-
mation, only paid lip service to drainage. “That was a whole new ball
game,” he commented with a wry smile.

Water was an important priority. Acknowledging his scant knowl-
edge of the technicalities of irrigation system design, Tony readily
agreed to let ISS (Irrigation Contracts) take responsibility for this
aspect of the development.

They had installed Barton’s original system; they knew the ropes.
“We had to plan and re-plan the new system depending on the various
stages of construction and seeding,” says Gary Parker, whose company
adapted and extended old with new over a twelve month period.

In addition to setting-up a temporary pump station, repositioning
pipelines and re-assessing application rates on a weekly basis, the ISS
installation team was not helped when the odd JCB dug-up newly laid
pipe or, in one heart-stopping escapade, pulled up what seemed like
miles of cable!

There was a time when even Tony admitted he was desperate for
water — for seeded fairways not included in the irrigation plan. “I
was seriously thinking of hiring bowsers but then it rained — and
rained.”

Talking of seeding, Tony told me that he planted a traditional mix-
ture of fescue and creeping bent on the greens and tees, pre-mixed fes-
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The new club house at Barton-on-Sea

BARTON LOGISTICS

Rebuilding the Barton-on-Sea golf
course involved the following statistics —
according to Tony Gadd's records;
dated May '91-June '92.

Earth: 250,000 sqg yds moved

Stone: 5,000 tons used for drainage and
stone carpets

Water: 2.5million gallons stored in six
lakes of varying size

Machinery: five bulldozers, eight slewing
excavators, one mini-digger, two JCB
wheeled excavators, one wheeled
shovel, four 22-ton dump trucks, two
continuous trenchers, five agricultural
tractors

Fuel: 24,167 gallons of diesel

Labour: 43 operators — plus one water
diviner

Man hours: 14,970

Accidents: None

COURSE EQUIPMENT

MOWERS

Huxley — two 358 greens mowers
Huxley — one 358 for tees and
approaches

Ransome — one 180D for surrounds
Brouwer — one hydraulic 5-gang mower
for fairways

Brouwer — one trailed gang mower
Ransome — 350D for semi-rough and
rough

John Deere — Front line rotary for rough
Ransome — one 24in motorised mower
Auto Certes — Three motor mowers
Allen Flymo — four brushcutters

BUNKER RAKES
John Deere — one bunker rake
Ransome — one bunker rake

In addition to the above, a (very old)
Ransome 171 model is used for verti-
cutting.

TRACTORS

John Deere 1750 with powerloader
Ford 3600

Massey Ferguson

TRUCKSTERS
Cushman - three vehicles with
attachments

IRRIGATION

27 greens, tees and approaches — Toro
650 independent head control sprinklers,
computerised AquaFlow control system
designed, installed and maintained by
ISS (Irrigation Contracts) Ltd.

cue bent and smooth stalk on the fairways.

Rooting zones comprise a 80/20 sand-soil
mix fifteen inches deep over a stone carpet
and herring-bone drains.

Constructing a new golf course was one
thing but equally important, the day-to-day
task of maintaining the 18 holes in play kept
everyone on their toes!

In the event, this was achieved by the use
of just two temporary greens. Nevertheless,
the integration of existing holes with new
ones was, as Tony described it, “Most difficult
but we won through — thanks mainly to Bob’s
local knowledge — and the rest of the team
who got stuck in and produced the required
results.”

In the final analysis, only seven of Barton’s
old greens were retained to meet the design
mapped out on golf course architect Hamilton
Stutt’s blueprint. Twenty new ones were con-
structed as part of the main development pro-
gramme which lasted for around 14 months.

Water storage was another vital considera-
tion. This problem was part and parcel of the
thinking which lay behind the excavation of a
large ornamental lake alongside the new
clubhouse.

But this was not any old ornamental lake. It
features an island green — the 18th when
played in competitions — surrounded by
something like two million gallons of water.
Before it was filled, the ISS installation crew
lined it with a pressure resisting PVC-based
liner. £20,000 worth, according to Tony
Gadd’s inventory.

Interestingly, a water diviner was brought
in to help source natural supplies. He quickly
found an underground lake which, with a

Barton’s gang of five: from left, Tony Gadd, course manager, Chris Parsons (greens and fertilisers),

nearby spring, provides enough ‘liquid gold’
to keep both the ornamental lake and five
other, smaller lakes dotted around the golf
course and its perimeter, full.

Not that water was at much of a premium
this winter! For the first time in recent mem-
ory, the course was closed for 16 days after a
couple of months’ rainfall fell in a matter of
days. Even the free draining clifftop soil
couldn’t absorb that amount. It was then that
the prevailing wind — the cause of many other
troubles, suddenly became a friend indeed...

From day one, Tony Gadd kept club mem-
bers fully informed about the progress of the
extensive work taking place. “There were a
few grumbles but generally speaking, we
achieved our dual objectives of creating a
new golf course and keeping 18 holes open
for play — without any major disasters,” he
says.

Traffic is heavy at Barton. They (the mem-
bers) are a hardy breed, I was told. Many play
seven days a week and but for an 8am start
embargo, popular opinion has it that some of
them would be out there at sunrise.

What do the members think of Tony Gadd?
Without exception, all those I asked — from
management and club captain downwards,
undoubtedly have a healthy respect for what
he — and his greenkeeping team — have
accomplished.

When Richard Branson — he of Virgin Air-
ways fame — dropped in (by personal heli-
copter) to officially declare the whole project
open, last September, Tony and his team
were given a special mention coupled with a
vote of thanks. But then, that’s the way they
do things at Barton-on-Sea.

P -~

Stephen Harris (tees and surrounds), Bob Parsons, head greenkeeper and Robert Hollier (spraying

ialist)
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The challenge of a lifetime

One of the small lakes built to ve water

Route to Barton-on-Sea was via Germany and the lvory Coast

lways a keen golfer, Tony Gadd was

playing off 2 at the New Zealand Golf
Club, West Byfleet, Surrey as a youngster, but
quickly realised he couldn’t afford to become
a pro. “Family finances would not stretch that
far,” he remembers.

Instead, he walked out of his banking job —
“I hated being walled-in” — to study engineer-
ing “while playing as much golf as was possi-
ble.”

This combination led Tony into greenkeep-
ing. He became an assistant at the New
Zealand Club specialising in the maintenance
of the club’s tractors, mowers and the like.

Moving on to Fulwell, South London, Tony
later joined the John Lewis partnership, who
were involved in the construction of a new
course at Winter Hill, Cookham, Berks, in the
mid-'70s.

At Cookham, Tony teamed-up with Winter
Hill's head groundsman, Pat Ainsworth.
Describing Pat as a “great greenkeeper who
put me on the right road,” Tony learned
much about golf course management.

When the chance came, Tony applied for,
and obtained, the head 'keepers position at
the 18-hole Kingsdown Club, at Box, a

delightful small village near Bath. Three and
a half years later, in the early '80s, Tony
joined the King Norton (Birmingham) Golf
Club, “To sort out thatch problems. It was 1
1/2ins deep in places!”

That accomplished, he joined Golf Euro-
pean Construction, a move which led him to
Africa and the Ivory Coast.

“I was appointed — by the president of the
Ivory Coast government — to manage the con-
struction of new courses designed to attract
tourists.”

During his five-year spell in Africa, Tony
was responsible for building and developing
the Yammousukro and Abidjan courses.

In 1987, Tony moved to Germany and
became involved in the construction of Golf
Klub Schloss Weitnburg, Stuttgart, an 18-hole
plus 9-hole academy complex.

Now a family man with two young chil-
dren, Tony decided that perhaps it was time
to come home.

That decided, he was appointed course
manager of the Barton-on-Sea golf club,
Hampshire, in 1991. His first objective? “To
take an ageing 18-hole clifftop course into a
new era of golf.”
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Huge savings on time, labour &

and seed - and simple to use e ro- eed
The new ‘Pro-Seed’ overseeding and dressing
machine:

@ Produces 1300 holes per square metre
@ Accurately delivers the seed

@ Dispenses sand/top dressing directly over
the holes and seed

@ Rotary brush — incorporates sand and
seed forward into the holes
@ Rear drag brush/roller gives final finish

The complete operation can be
carried out in one pass

Find out more: Contact

Pro-Seed Equipment Ltd
30 Pyms Road, Wem, Shropshire SY4 5AT
Tel/Fax: 0939 232176,/0823 666971

Mobile: 0850 419003 /0850 419004,/0850 419002
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Heriot & Bardot

Favourite bentgrasses for fine, close grown turf
outscore* the usual

Although 'Highland' browntop bent is generally acceptable for most UK
situations, for very fine turf such as golf and bowling greens the STRI now
advises finer and denser cultivars like Heriot and Bardot.

HERIOT 7.7

cwlie

N
-

e
HIGHLAND 4.8 ———=5. | BARENBRUG i

i, great in grass

Barenbrug UK Ltd
PO Box 2, Rougham Industrial Estate,
SRR Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9NW

e * The STRI 1994 list shoot density figures. Tel: 035970766 Fax: 0359 71021
172
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Mike Canaway of the Sports
Turf Research Institute looks
at what’s best for new greens
which have to be ready in a
hurry.

Wi‘ increasing commercial
pressure to bring newly
established golf courses into play
as quickly as possible, it is often
no longer feasible to allow long
periods for greens to establish fol-
lowing sowing. Temptation, or
indeed the necessity, is to use
mature turf for establishment of
new greens to minimise the time
needed before play can take
place. However, the use of
mature turf carries with it risks.

Modern methods of golf green
construction involves the use of
rootzones with a very high sand
content, for example in the USGA
method of green construction, or
indeed sometimes pure sand, to
provide free-draining conditions
and hence the ability to play even
after heavy rain. Importation of
turf onto such rootzones brings
with it the indigenous soil on
which the turf was grown and
with it the risk that fine silt and
clay icles within this soil will
cap the sand rootzone, much
reducing it: ity to remo
water from surface.

An experiment carried out a
few years ago at Bingley with

Comparison of seed versus turf for greens establishment - trial plots at the STRI

SEED 0

football type turf showed that
even turf grown on pure sand
could cause a great reduction in
infiltration rates due to the
importation of an organic layer at

the rootzone surface. On golf
greens such layers can become
buried by applications of top
dressing to present an intractable
problem in subsequent years. A

[

R TURF?

further risk is that weed grasses
such as annual meadow-grass,
present in the turf production
fields, will also be imported along
with the turf. Ways of minimising

i 3

e

6174400 Fax 0316630651

3,
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SEED OR TURF?

Why do we get these gross differences in water

these problems include the use of
turf grown on soil compatible
with the rootzone, the use of
washed turf where the soil is
washed away from the turf before
relaying using high pressure
water jets, or by the use of juve-
nile turf typically grown on soil-
less media and harvested 6-8
weeks after sowing. The juvenile
turf studied at Bingley was a
product known as Coronet Turf,
which is grown on a thin soil-less
mulch placed on polythene sheet-
ing on the field. Various grades
can be produced for different pur-
poses.

In 1990 and 1991 we carried
out an experiment at Bingley to
compare different establishment
methods for newly laid golf
greens, including seeding at two
seed rates, the use of mature turf
(2 grades), the use of washed turf
and juvenile turf (Coronet Turf).
The effects of these different
establishment methods were
studied on grass ground cover,
annual meadow-grass ingress,
playing quality in terms of hard-
ness and green speed and water
infiltration rate of golf green turf
established on a sand rootzone.

The experiment was carried out
on a pure sand rootzone overly-
ing a gravel drainage carpet, the
rootzone consisted of 250mm of
medium-fine sand overlying
50mm coarse sand, which formed
a blinding layer above the gravel
drainage carpet. The aim of the
experiment was to simulate con-
ditions where a newly laid golf
green was intended to be brought
into use as soon as possible.
Therefore we aimed to impose
artificial wear using a “wear
machine” fitted with golf spikes
just four months after seeding or
laying of turf on the new greens.

The construction was done in

the early part of 1990, final
seedbed preparation taking place
in mid-April 1990. Alginure soil
conditioner was applied to aid
moisture retention and also to
supply micro-nutrients. A propri-
etary fertiliser was applied to the
seedbed. This contained a slow
release form of nitrogen (IBDU)
to prevent or reduce the potential
leaching losses of nitrogen from
the seedbed. Both the Alginure
and the fertiliser were raked into
the upper 50mm of the seedbed.
After this the different experi-
mental treatments, which com-
prised different methods of
establishment of golf green turf,
were applied to the experimental
area. These were:
1.Bent/fescue mix sown at 35
g/mz2. This mix contained 40%
Chewings fescue, 45% slender
creeping red fescue and 15%
browntop bent split between two
cultivars, ‘Bardot’ and ‘Highland’.
2.The same seeds mix sown at
100 g/m? — a much higher than
normal rate.
3.Coronet Turf. This is a com-
mercially available product and it

was grown on a netted, organic,
soil-less mulch and delivered typi-
cally at 6-8 weeks after sowing.
The plastic mesh netting was
incorporated by the grower to
facilitate lifting and handling of
the juvenile turf.

4. Turf grown on sandy soil. This
was a mature turf sown with a
mixture of 80% Chewings fescue
and 20% browntop bent. On
delivery it comprised about 50%
bent, 40% Chewings fescue, 8%
dead matter and traces of
meadow-grass species. The soil
attached to the turf was defined
as a sand in textural classifica-
tion.

5.Turf grown on heavy soil. This
was a mature turf which con-
sisted on delivery of 65% fescue,
15% bent, 7% annual meadow-
grass and 1% smooth-stalked
meadow-grass, the remaining
12% comprising dead matter and
bare ground. The soil attached to
this sod was described as a clay
loam, ie a heavy soil, comprising
35% sand: 33% silt: 32% clay.
6.Washed turf. This was the same
turf as described in (4) above, but

with much of the soil removed by
washing using high pressure
water jets.

The trial was given intensive
maintenance to encourage the
grass to establish as quickly as
possible with a target date for the
start of “play” four months after
the initial sowing and laying of
the turf.

Much data was collected from
the trial as mentioned above,
however, in this article I want to
draw attention to the effects of
the different treatments on the
ability of the turf to remove water
from the surface, ie. water infil-
tration rate. Clearly the purpose
of a sand-based green is to pro-
vide free-draining conditions. If
the turf supplied caps the root-
zone then clearly much of the
effort which has been put into the
golf green construction has been
wasted. The diagram, right,
shows the water infiltration rate
at three different stages during
the experiment.

Four months after sowing, in
August 1990, the different plots
of golf green turf were considered
ready to receive artificial wear
treatments using our wear
machine fitted with golf spikes.
Infiltration rate measurements
were made using an apparatus
known as a double ring infiltrom-
eter. The results showed that the
different methods of establish-
ment had no significant effect on
infiltration rate at this stage,
although some differences were
observed these were statistically
not significant one from another.
(NB: key to the experimental treat-
ments in the diagram as follows:
NL = normal seeding, HR = high
rate of seed, CO = Coronet Turf,
TSS = turf grown on sandy soil,
THS = turf grown on heavy soil,
WT = washed turf.)

- CUCKMERE VALLEY TURF FARMS

TRUCK MOUNTED FORK LIFT SERVICE
SPECIALISTS IN QUALITY TURF FOR OVER 20 YEARS

® WIDE SELECTION OF GRADES AVAILABLE FROM ECONOMY TO GOLF GREENS TURF
COMMERCIAL CONTRACT UNDERTAKEN

LARGE ORDER DISCOUNTS
DELIVERY OR COLLECTION
RELIABLE PROMPT SERVICE
ASK OUR KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF FOR ADVICE

ALFRISTON (0323) 870773

COMMON LANE, BERWICK, POLEGATE, E. sussex. FAX: (0323) 870285
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infiltration rate among turf treatments?
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By December 1990 when the
artificial wear treatments had
been in progress for some time, a
dramatic reduction in the infiltra-
tion rate of the green surface had
occurred. From values in excess
of 200 mm/hr before the wear
treatment started, infiltration
rates were reduced on all treat-
ments but most dramatically on
those treatments where mature
turf had been used in the con-
struction process. The water infil-
tration rate on the sod grown on
heavy soil was reduced from 211
mm/hr to only 12 mm/hr in
December 1990. The turf grown
on sandy soil and the washed turf
gave higher values of 32 and 51
mm/hr respectively. The Coronet
Turf and the seeded treatments
both gave infiltration rates at this
stage in excess of 100 mm/hr.
After a further period of wear in
May 1991, the seeded treatments
and Coronet Turf still retained
water infiltration rates in excess
of 100 mm/hr, although the
seeded treatments at this stage
were considerably higher than
the Coronet Turf. This was
because these had effectively
started to wear out and therefore
the sand surface had become
exposed, the Coronet Turf and
the mature treatments, however,
had resisted the action of wear
following the short period of
establishment to a much greater
extent. Although there were some
differences in water infiltration
rates among the mature turf
treatments, ie. the turf grown on
sandy soil, heavy soil and the

washed turf, statistically these
differences were not significant.
In studying the results for both
December and May, there does
seem to be some benefit in the
use of washed turf if mature
grades of turf have to be used. In
the UK, turf washing has not
become prevalent, but in other
countries it is widely practised,
for example in Australia. Perhaps
the findings of this trial will
encourage some of the turf grow-
ers to experiment with systems
for turf washing.

The question remains: why do
we get these gross differences in
water infiltration rate among turf
treatments. Part of the explana-
tion is doubtless the mineral mat-
ter imported along with the turf
as discussed above. However, one
of the measurements which was
made during the experiment was
the depth of the organic and min-
eral layer at the surface present
in the different turf plots at the
end of the experiments in May in
1991. Thickness of this surface
layer ranged from 3mm thick in
the seeded treatments (at the low
seed rate) to 17mm thick in the
case of the turf grown on heavy
soil. We found that the loss of
water infiltration rate was
strongly correlated with the thick-
ness of this layer and its organic
matter content. In other words, it
is not just the importation of min-
eral matter which is important, it
is also the importation of the
organic matter at the soil surface
which contributes to the loss of
infiltration rate in the case of
mature turf. The washing process
not only removes much of the
mineral soil matter, it also has
the effect of root pruning and
removal of organic matter as well
and therefore this is the most
likely explanation for the
improvement seen in the washed
turf. In the case of the Coronet
Turf, because it is still at a juve-
nile stage, although it is grown
on an organic mulch it does not
have the time to form the matted,
fibrous type of organic layer often
seen at the surface of mature turf.
You could argue that a sward
established from seed or from
juvenile turf will also produce
organic matter and so, in time,
the situation will be no different.
Although this would be true if no
remedial action were taken, the
aim of top dressing with sandy
materials, as part of a golf green
management programme, is to
dilute this organic matter with a
permeable material as the

organic matter accumulates. In
contrast, in turf production fields,
this top dressing would not be
carried out and furthermore in
many cases clippings would be
returned at least at some stages
of the turf growing period, fur-
ther aggravating accumulation of
organic matter at the surface.

In conclusion, the use of
mature turf for establishment of
golf greens has increased greatly
over the past 20 years and it
seems likely on the basis of the
results presented here, that we
may actively be causing problems
of our own making. Even if we
use turf grown on very sandy soil,
very large reductions in infiltra-
tion rate can occur even in a rela-
tively short period of time. This
could lead to development of
other problems, such as black
layer. The problem can be
reduced by the use of washed turf
or by the use of a juvenile turf
where there is insufficient time
for establishment using seed. The
Coronet Turf had no detrimental
effects on playing quality, apart
from some initial softness which
soon disappeared. Furthermore, it

was completely free of annual
meadow-grass contamination
which was not the case with the
turf grown on heavy soil. I do not
want to create an alarmist
impression with this article, sug-
gesting that we should not use
mature grades of turf for golf
green establishment. There are
many good suppliers of turf who
go to great lengths to provide the
best quality turf for golf green
construction, both in terms of
botanical quality and the soils
used in production fields. Fur-
thermore, in the short experiment
carried out, the mature grades of
turf did show the greatest dura-
bility in response to the wear
treatments. What the experiment
does show is how essential it is
after golf green construction to
carry out remedial action where
mature turf has been used, due to
pressure of time. Such remedial
action could include intensive
hollow tine coring to remove
some of the organic and mineral
matter, together with sand top
dressing to provide permeable
channels for the movement of
water and air into the profile.

ALL YEAR

ROUND
QUALITY TURF

Sovereign Turf is purpose grown quality turf
as using only the top STRI cultivators and
grown on well drained sandy soil ensures

consistent quality all the year round.

Harvested in big or small rolls and delivered

in twenty-four hours, Sovereign is ideal for
landscapers, amenity users and golf courses.

P N

SOVEREIGN

TURF

Use top STRI seed varieties » Turf samples
available « Wide range of turf grades «
Produced by specialist grower « Delivery or
collection « Available 365 days a year

AD

Fir Tree Farm - Blaxhall - Woodbridge - Suffolk - IP12 2DX. rer
Telephone: 0728 688984 e
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VITAX
WHAT YOU SAVE ON OUR FUNGIClDES

TECTO: A liquid flowable systemic turf fungicide

owNew .\ With contact action for the control of fusarium
application patch, dollar spot, red thread and several minor
rates now / furf diseases.

apply @ Systemic action prevents reinfection.

® Contact effect even in low temperatures.
Stops disease quickly.

® Can be applied even when rain is expected.

o | litre treats one bowling green or three golf

YOU CAN SPEND ON WHAT YOU LIKE

e.g. Fertilisers, Wetting Agents, Top Dressings, Equipment etc

FAIRY RING DESTROYER: Concentrated

1HE(
formulation. Controls all types of fairy ring on “}p Use 2“
amenity, sports and ornamental turf. = Pegshrculdes .4
® Easy measure ~ 1 litre pack treats 333 sq m. el &y
e

® Good grass safety record.
® Leaves no powdery deposits on leaf surfaces.

® Pre-treatment the day before application with
Vitax Ultraflo Wetting Agent will add to the

greens. long-term product’s effectiveness.
Pack size 1 litre. Contains 450g/I thiabendazole. Contains 190g/I triforine.

= VITAX LTD Owen Street, Coalville, Leicester LE67 3DE Tel 0530-510060 Fax 0530-510299
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ROLLS OUT THE RED CARPET
[ ]

Yn won't pay a premium for Lindum's high quality seeded turf.

GREENS TURF, GLENEAGLES
MONARCH'S GOLF COURSE.

" THE FINEST TURF IN SCOTLAND."
(Pic. courtesy Gleneagles Golf Developments)

In fact, their efficiency, low costs and minimal wastage could
save you money.

The Lindum Turf organisation has grown on its reputation for
quality. From the seed varieties, the groundsmanship skills,

to the range of turf available - for all uses between international
standard golf greens and the UK's largest garden festival.

And in its field, Lindum's service is second to none. Helpful,
friendly and green-fingered staff. Reliable deliveries.

Soil advisory service and turf laying facility available.

Also seed mixtures and fertilisers supplied to customer's
special requirements.

" THE LARGEST LANDSC. ;\Pl'

GARDEN FESTIVAL
TURF ORDER IN THE UK "

So why not be a VIP and get the
quality and service
you deserve.

STANDARD SIZE OR BIG ROLLS,
EXPERT LAYING SERVICE
AVAILABLE.

THE RED CARPET

TREATMENT.
AT DOWN TO EARTH
PRICES.

WEST GRANGE, THORGANBY
LEPHONE 0904 448675

, YORK YO4 6DJ
FAX 0904 448713

TE




SEED OR TURF?

“Turf can look very good at lawn heights of cut but very
poor when mown down for a green’

Peter Hayes of the Sports Turf
Research Institute looks at
the top grasses - whether
choosing turf or seed.

he STRI is the only indepen-

dent organisation in the UK
which conducts merit tests on dif-
ferent amenity grasses. The Insti-
tute has carried out such work
since its foundation in 1929 and
has maintained a structured grass
testing programme since 1957.
All  commercially  available
grasses which are suitable for use
in the UK have been tested in this
programme.

At the present time 14 grass
species and 365 different grass
cultivars are being evaluated at
the STRI. These grasses are tested
for different uses in one or more
of 20 separate grass trials. In
total, there are in excess of 5,000
individual grass cultivar plots at
the STRI. Data collected from the
many grass trials are used to
update the annually published
‘Turfgrass Seed’ booklet which
lists commercially available
amenity grasses in order of merit
for different uses. This booklet is
widely distributed to many differ-
ent users of amenity grasses. No
greenkeeper should be without
an up-to-date copy of this book-
let.

Of the 365 different grasses in
trial at the STRI, 192 are com-
mercially available and listed in
‘Turfgrass Seed 1994’. Within this
number there are 33 Chewings
fescues, 25 slender creeping red
fescues, 19 strong creeping red
fescues, 13 browntop bents
(including ‘Highland’) and 6
creeping bents. This gives the tra-
ditional greenkeeper a total of 90
different grasses to choose from
for use on the golf course.

The ‘Turfgass Seed’ booklet
also provides information on the
performance of these grasses.
This information should help the
buyer of seed and turf to select
the right grass types and cultivars
for the intended use. For turf it is
important that the grower has
used the appropriate grasses and
in this case, the greenkeeper
‘hopefully’ will ask about the
grass cultivars from which the
turf has been grown before he
completes his purchase. Turf can
look very good at lawn heights of
cut but very poor when mown
down for a green. Please note
that seeds mixtures containing
better quality grass cultivars and
turf grown from such cultivars

The effects of golf wear on different red fescue cultivars

Table 1: Combined list showing the top 10 cultivars of Chewings fescue and
the top 10 cultivars of slend ping red fi for use in golf greens.
Cultivar Tolerance of Shoot Short Freedom from  Summer Winter
close mowing density growth red thread greenness greenness
Barcrown 8.7 9.0 e 8.1 MG DG
Center 7.4 7.5 66 T2 MG MG
Lobi 7.3 5 6.3 69 DG MG
Smirna 7.3 73 6.7 59 MG MG
Frida 71 74 6.7 73 MG MG
Olivia 7.1 7.3 7.3 6.7 DG MG
Enjoy 71 3 6.7 6.7 MG MG
Logro 7.0 74 6.2 69 MG MG
Bargreen 7.2 7.2 /614 7.3 DG MG
Jupiter 71 71 6.3 59 DG DG
Estica 7.1 71 6.7 53 MG DG
Oriflamme 7.2 69 63 6.0 DG DG
Recent 71 69 6.0 46 DG DG
Baruba 7.0 69 6.4 71 MG DG
Waldorf 6.9 7.0 6.1 75 MG MG
Liprosa 6.8 69 6.2 58 MG DG
Rainbow 6.8 69 65 69 MG MG
Roulette 6.8 68 74 75 MG DG
Horizon 6.7 6.8 58 6.1 DG DG
Dawson 6.7 6.5 54 55 DG DG
Table 2: C cially ilable cultivars of browntop (A. tenuis and
A. castellana) and creeping bentgrasses for use in golf greens
Cultivar Shoot Fineness Short Freedom from  Summer Winter
density of leaf growmth  redthread greenness greenness
A tenuis
Heriot 7.7 7.5 71 57 MG DG
Sefton 76 7.7 56 46 MG DG
Lance 74 7.2 6.6 6.3 MG MG
Bardot 65 72 6.7 58 MG MG
Duchess 6.3 6.9 6.7 55 MG MG
Saboval 6.1 6.9 57 55 MG DG
Egmont 6.9 59 59 6.3 MG DG
Tracenta 6.0 7.0 74 41 MG MG
A. castellana
Highiand 48 36 36 36 LG DG
A. slolonifera
Penneagle 59 5.1 6.1 68 MG MG
Carmen 5.9 56 53 6.6 LG MG
Penncross s 54 63 6.6 MG MG
Prominent 55 5.7 53 71 MG DG
Emerald 5.2 51 6.3 6.5 MG MG

may cost more than those which
contain poor quality grasses.
However, poor grasses will limit
the performance of turf, irrespec-
tive of how well that turf is man-
aged. Cheap grasses can become
very expensive if they do not per-
form at the desired standard and
as a result require extra mainte-
nance or, in the extreme, need to
be replaced.

In the ‘Turfgrass Seed’ booklet
there are three tables detailing
the performance of red fescue
cultivars, one each for Chewings,
slender creeping and strong
creeping red fescues. Of these
grasses only the better cultivars
of Chewings and slender creeping
red fescues are able to withstand
the very close mowing and wear
which a golf green receives. At
the STRI we now advise that a

mixture of Chewings and slender
creeping red fescues are used in
seeds mixtures for golf greens,
rather than the traditional 80%
Chewings fescue, 20% browntop
bent mixture. In this respect, we
suggest that a mixture of 40%
Chewings, 40% slender creeping
red fescue and 20% browntop
bent is used. To help readers of
Greenkeeper International choose
cultivars of Chewings and slender
creeping red fescue for use in golf
greens, | have compiled a table
for those grasses based on ‘Turf-
grass Seed’ 1994 ratings. This
table contains the best 10 culti-
vars of each of these types of
grasses. This information is pre-
sented in Table 1.

The performance of commer-
cially available cultivars of
browntop and creeping bent
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grasses are described in one table
in the ‘Turfgrass Seed’ booklet.
However, this is divided into
three sections, one each for:
Agrostis tenuis — browntop bents;
A castellana - browntop bent
(Highland); and A stolonifera -
creeping bents. Data from ‘Turf-
grass Seed’ 1994 for established
cultivars of these grasses are pre-
sented in Table 2. At present the
STRI advises that only the very
best cultivars of A tenuis brown-
top bents are used in seeds mix-
tures for golf greens.

Having selected an appropriate
seeds mixture, there are two
other factors which need to be
considered: purity and germina-
tion. These factors are covered by
the official seed regulations,
which set legal minimum stan-
dards for germination and purity.
For example, seed of perennial
ryegrass, when sold, should have
a minimum germination of 80%
and an analytical purity (pure
seed content) of 96%. Similarly,
red fescue seed should have a
minimum germination of 75%
and an analytical purity of 90%.
Such minimum standards may be
acceptable in general use, but
unacceptable for specialist uses
such as golf and bowling greens.
In such cases, a few weed grasses
can dramatically increase mainte-
nance requirements and as a
result costs. They will also delay
the establishment of a usable
green. High germination rates are
desirable as a greater number of
the seeds sown will initially con-
tribute to the new sward. In addi-
tion, germination is often
associated with vigour. Seeds
with high vigour tend to germi-
nate faster and more evenly.
They also produce, as the name
suggests, more vigorous
seedlings, which are better able
to withstand the arduous early
days of establishment. Informa-
tion regarding seed purity and
germination should be supplied
with the seed by all good seed
merchants. Buyers of seed should
ask for and be prepared to pay
more for seed which exceeds the
minimum certification standards,
especially if their particular appli-
cation demands a high quality
finish.

B Turfgrass Seed 1994 is available
from the STRI at a cost of £1.50
including postage. Tel: 0274
565131 or write to The Sports
Turf Research Institute, Bingley,
West Yorkshire BD16 1AU.
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The“dlz::s‘rus Nikken
Knapsack mower/trimmer

OLF COURSE/

EQUIPMENT

Established 1896

NEW PRODUCTS

B Mows steep banks
easily & safely

B Trims bunker edges
USING OUR EXTENSIVE FOR THE quick|y & neatly
s M Also performs all the
NEW SEASON duties of a normal
PiBteRLY trimmer and brushcutter
THE GOLFING INDUSTRY . Hedgecutting and
* Pear shaped Tee Marker £ 6.90 cultivating heads also
WITH QUALITY ey Buty i Toul MY available e the
Aiendideon * Chelwood Rake £19.50 hach L W N\M aem ﬁbuf &
THE TEE * Synthetic Hole Cup Cover £ 575 M W .
4 P s The unique Hover Hood gives the operator free-
THE FAIWAY * Marker Post with Spike £ 4.75 dom and manceuvrability to cut steep banks quickly

and easily. Knapsack design gives him the freedom
and balance to mow even the most difficult banks.
With the hood removed and the blade changed the
machine quickly becomes an efficient edge trimmer.
Knapsack design effectively removes the engine
from flying sand so eliminates a major cause of wear
and breakdown.

Dixon & Holliday Ltd,
Unit 22, Bassett Down Industrial Estate,
Hay Lane, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN4 9QP.
Tel - sales: 0462 700547. works: 0793 845199. Fax - 0793 845191

£ 295
£63.00

* Hole Placement Marker Flag

THE GREEN

* Divot Box

THE CLUBHOUSE

THE GREENKEEPER

ALL IN STOCK NOW

THE DRIVING RANGE

THE PUTTING GREEN

H. PATTISSON & CO LTD,
342 SELBOURNE ROAD, LUTON,
BEDS LU4 8NU
TEL: 0582 597262 FAX: 0582 505241

TURF MAINTENANCE
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AN ASSURANCE OF QUALITY

BRUSHCUTTERS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL

When the going gets tough

EUROPEAN SPECS

The Echo
Range includes
Brushcutters

Themostchallengingworkontheroughest
terrain holds no fear for the top of the range
Echo brushcutters. Their rugged reliability,
exceptional powerand long lasting durability
make them an essential part of the
professionals equipment. For roadside,
commercial and large scale operations, Echo
has the ideal solution in these high
performance machines.

AllEcho brushcutters run on clean, unleaded
petrol stored in their integral fuel tanks. The
Echo range covers engine sizes from
21cc. to 45cc. Echos wide range of
brushcutters offer greater flexibility and
comfortable control.

@ Chainsaws

® Clearing saws
@® Disc Cutters
Blowers

. e, A
Chainsaws - The Cutting Edge
Echo chainsaws are quiet, quick starting and
have Kioritz 2-stroke engines, 30cc - 50cc.
Contact us now for details on our full range
of Echo outdoor power equipment.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE ABovE FOR PRIORITY TREATMENT s |

R L —. T,

o || Teepnone 0259) 13936 ax: (0259 811451 WULL 4 #L g £ ! LGORH Ve

i A DIVISION OF ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT LIMITED e o o ———————
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Straight down the middle

Chris Boiling meets up with BIGGA’s
new chairman, John Millen

BIGGA'’s new chairman, John Millen, appears
to be a quiet, unassuming guy. Straightfor-
ward, salt-of-the-earth type. Someone who
will give an honest day’s work without excit-
ing or surprising you.

That’s the first impression. And as I
watched him play golf at Walton Heath
recently, it seemed that his game was an
extension of his personality. Drives straight
down the middle. Not that far, but then he’s
not a big guy. Nothing too exciting. All steady
stuff. Getting on the par-4s in three plus two
putts to keep to his 18 handicap.

Then, suddenly, this right-handed golfer
pulls a left-handed club out of the bag and
proceeds to chip up left-handed. His unortho-
dox cure for the shanks. I hadn’t noticed that
he’d been putting left-handed as well.

There is obvously more to this man than
first appears. He's been a greenkeeper for 29
years, but he left for a while to become a
trawler skipper. He spent seven years in Nor-
way, working at a couple of the country’s
most prestigious clubs. Back home, he helped
turn part of an egg farm into a “fun” course,
designing, constructing and now managing
the Weald of Kent. And it was his decision not
to employ a pro at the club “because they
take more than they give”.

John Millen, 54, was brought up in Tenter-
den, Kent, on a farm with a nine-hole golf
course. His father was head greenkeeper
there for 12 years. “I worked on the golf
course for a while, and the farm, but I didn’t
like the job. One of my interests has always
been fishing and sailing. I got in with the
local fishermen and took that up for a career,”
he recalls.

For 11 years he had his own trawler. Then
he got married and as Britain entered the
Common Market he could see the writing on
the wall for fishing, so he returned to green-
keeping. He moved to Sutton Valence, just
south of Maidstone, and has been there for
the last 25 years. His first job back in the busi-
ness was at West Malling Golf Club, joining as
head greenkeeper as it neared completion. He
stayed there for five years before a two-year
stint at Norway’s No 1 golf club, Oslo. Next
he moved across country to Oustoen, an
exclusive country club with a 12-hole course
on an island in a fjord..He stayed for five
years maintaining the course six months of
the year, working on his wife’s family’s farm
in the winter. The club was good to him, pay-
ing for him to go to Canada every year to
study for a month. But he studied more than
greenkeeping — man management and psy-
chology grabbed his interest, and sharpened
his managerial skills.

When John came back to England in 1985

he became the course manager at Canterbury
Golf Club, about 30 miles from his home.
During his five years there he became
involved with greenkeeping associations, and
especially in improving greenkeeper educa-
tion and training.

While working at Canterbury, he went to a
local parish meeting to hear objections to a
new 120-bedroom hotel and 18-hole golf
course to be built just down the road from his
home. The local farmers and residents were
against it, and John was about the only one
to speak in favour of the project. Afterwards
he got chatting to the owners, the Edwards
family who have a 700-acre egg farm with
230,000 chickens, and offered to help. He
started as a consultant to help them get plan-
ning permission, then helped with the design
and specification of the 6,200-yard par 70
course. “I was getting more interested in this
project than I was as head greenkeeper at
Canterbury. I could see the opportunities
there so I came to work full-time,” says John.
That was four years ago.

He oversaw the course’s construction, man-
ning the machines with two lads. Their aim
was to keep the 125-acre site as natural as
possible and easy to maintain. It would be a
quality golf course for ordinary golfers at a
reasonable price. They took in 1,000 mem-
bers the first year and have settled on 900
now, of whom only three have single figure
handicaps. They had to put in a good
drainage system because the course is built
on heavy clay soil. The greens were built to
USGA specs. Ponds and ditches were left and
more lakes were dug for irrigation and to cre-
ate features. And they’re obviously attractive
features as they attract 16,000 balls a year.

The club runs the shop itself and there is no
pro on site. “If people want lessons they can
go to the driving range nearby,” says John.

The course attracted 270 societies last year
and is booked by at least one society everyday

this year from April 1 to the end of Septem-
ber. Last year 39,000 rounds were played
there and John expects 41,000 this year.

His management skills have enabled him to
put the right people in place to look after the
course and all these visitors while he carries
out all the obligations foisted upon the chair-
man of BIGGA. John should have a fair idea
of what the job involves as he is an experi-
enced association man. He was a board of
management member of EIGGA, taking over
from Dennis Ayling when he retired, and has
represented the South East Region on
BIGGA’s board for the past six years, serving
as chairman of the education committee and
vice-chairman. Now he is the chairman for a
year. A daunting prospect for a doer rather
than a talker.

“I'm looking forward to it but I'm very ner-
vous,” he admits. “I'm more of a backroom
person. 'm not an outward going person but
being chairman is becoming more and more a
PR job. You've got to be the person who goes
out there and talks to members and the
trade.”

His boss, Andrew Edwards, thinks he’ll do a
good job because he does exactly what he
says he will do — and within the budgets he’s
been given.

One of his major tasks will be overseeing
BIGGA's review, which will include updating
the constitution, the future location of head-
quarters and BIGGA’s role in education.

“We've been on a rollercoaster of growth
but we've never sat back and thought where
we were going or where we wanted to go,”
says John. “We’ve built up a first-class man-
agement team at headquarters. We just need
to get the education officer in place now. I
think the sky’s the limit for the Association.
We've become financially viable and we've
got the expertise there to meet the members’
wishes.”

So, he stressed, members need to make
their wishes known to their section secre-
taries.

It's going to be a busy year for John, but he
still hopes to find time for his wife of 25
years, Carolyn who's just taken up golf, his
two grown-up daughters who are off seeing
the world and his 12-year-old son, as well as
his other interests — snow skiing once a year,
squash twice a week, sailing in the summer
and golf once a week “to socialise with mem-
bers — I don’t take it too seriously.”

John was a 12-handicapper at 12 “and I've
got worse ever since”. But he didn’t do too
badly at the Annual Gentlemen’s Dinner tour-
nament at Walton Heath, scoring 33 points
for first place among the higher handicappers.
The start of a successful year?
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reparation for next year’s Open at St
Andrews is under way.

Head greenkeeper Eddie Adams and his
team have started revetting the 110 bunkers
on the Old Course. This work is normally car-
ried out on a three-year rolling cycle, but
links supervisor Walter Woods wants them all
done by next February.

“The whole world’s going to be looking at
St Andrews and we want to present the golf
course in the best possible fashion,” he told
Greenkeeper International. The two largest
bunkers — Hell and Shell — have already been
done. It took a four-man team ten days to lay
the 6,000 individual turfs that now make up
the face of Shell bunker which blocks the
entrance to the 7th green. 60-70 other
bunkers — using almost five acres of turf — will
be revetted during the season, taking advan-
tage of the Sunday closure policy on the Old
Course.

The sand will go in at the end of May, a
couple of months before the Open so it has
time to compact (“So the pro can feel it firm
below his feet with only the top inch raked,”
says Walter).

Walter also plans to cut back on fertiliser
and water this year (despite the new
357,000-gallon water tank, two new bore-
holes and the new wall-to-wall sprinkler sys-
tem installed to water all the greens, tees and
fairways on the four main courses and the
greens and tees on the new Strathtyrum lay-
out).

“We're trying to achieve a very dry surface
because Poa annua doesn't like a dry surface,”
says Walter, BIGGA’s first chairman. “When
youre on a championship course, it’s impor-
tant you have the right types of grasses. so

St Andrews gets

this year what we will do is try to drought out
as much of the annual meadow grass as possi-
ble.”

That will probably leave patches, but the
37-strong St Andrews team will replace these
using turf from the aprons and laying new
turf there. .

During the season Walter and Eddie will
assess the situation daily. “We’ve got to keep
a very strict eye on it because if we’re creating
drought areas we don’t want to lose more
than we want to,” says Walter.

They will also be doing more aeration work
this year. “The more aeration we can do this

Screens
hide the
work
underway
on the
new £3m
clubhouse

year, the less we'll have to do next year — we
don’t want to leave marks on the course
before the Open.”

The public will be playing on the champi-
onship tees this year to firm them up. “Lots of
greenkeepers think that not playing on tees
helps them. We have a different view — we
like them being played on. The professional
likes a good, firm, hard tee. And they've got
to be level. So we put the public on them —
we've got all winter to repair them. But at
least we're taking the thatch out and we're
firming them up.”

The fairways will be checked constantly.

Sheer perfection - created by dedicated professionals. People who've

who for three generations have made some of the lightest, quietest and
spent years covering all aspects in the art of golf-course management, from  most powerful machines which provide unrivalled accuracy and quality of

the greens and tees to the fairways and even the bunkers. Specialists finish. And today we're still working to keep you on course with a range



set for 95 Open

Tented village to go here - on the new practice range

They won't be fertilised or watered, and more
grass will be allowed to grow. There will be
extra divot filling to combat wear and tear
and, in the winter, members and visitors may
be asked to tee up on the fairways.

Walter wants the 6991-yard championship
course to look like a true links course with
yellowish fairways, revetted bunkers and fes-
cues showing up on the greens.

“We don’t have much in the way of roughs,
but what there is will be tidied up,” he added.

Other jobs they plan to do before next
spring include preparing the paths for specta-
tors and the galleries.

“We take advantage of the year before
because we find it gives us more time to get
things done. When the Open Championship
comes we'll just roll through that as if it were
another week...”

The 124th Open will be the 25th at St
Andrews and Walter’s fourth and last.

Clubhouse yields bonus

Work is well under way on a £3m clubhouse
behind the 18th green of the New Course —
the first visitors’ clubhouse to be built at the
‘home of golf.

The two-storey building, which is due to
open next spring, will feature sandstone walls
and a pitched slated roof. On the ground floor
there will be male and female changing
rooms and showers while the first floor, with
extensive views over the courses, will boast a
lounge, bar and dining room. It will also have
a balcony all the way round.

The foundation work for the 25,000 sq ft
clubhouse yielded a welcome bonus for links

supervisor Walter Woods. Hundreds of tons
of good links sand has been dug up and is
now being used for bunker filling and on the
fairways of the new Strathtyrum course,
which will be officially opened this summer
after a year of limited play.

Other developments in the pipeline are new

maintenance sheds and a proper road system
within the links to facilitate the movement of
machinery and allow better spectator flow
during the 95 Open.
M Although the new 5,049-yard Strathtyrum
course was built on essentially flat agricul-
tural land, it has a links feel to it thanks to the
man-made contours around the greens. Sand
found during the construction of the club-
house is being put on the fairways to add to
the links feel.

Several thousand trees and bushes have
been planted between holes 10, 11, 12 and
the nearby main road into St Andrews. Fur-
ther planting will be carried out as the course
develops. This is in addition to the 3,000-
6,000 whin and gorse bushes that are planted
around the course very year.

M The Eden Course, the first course to be
closed under the Links Trust’s new policy of
taking one course out of play each winter for
maintenance, came back into play on March 1
after a three-month layoff. Work included
returfing the 14th and 15th greens, extending
tees, remodelling bunkers and tidying up the
pond. At the 10th hole, the old railway line
has been completely turfed over.

M The tented village will be erected on the
new 400-yard floodlit driving range, between
the hotel and the 12 covered and 12 open
bays which have attracted more than 50,000
users since it opened last July.

of precision-engineered tools designed to create perfect playing surfaces,  trust Toro quality. To bring perfection to

beautifully. Give us a call. Wed like to walk your course with you and  play simply telephone 0480 476971 and we

recommend the best machine to meet your precise needs. You can  will arrange for a local dealer to contact you.
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TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 0480 476971 FACSIMILE 0480 216167



A unique formulation combining all the benefits of
concentrated liquid iron for green up and a wetting
agent into ONE PRODUCT

® Rapid, long lasting greenup
® Can be used all year round
@ Safe on both fine and course turf

TURFEX PREMIUM contains active
components to enable it to promote alleviation
of drought stress, water conservation and act

as a direct treatment for soil.
® Water Conservation
® Drought Stress
® Single Application

WETTING AGENT TABLETS

@ Help alleviate
water repellent
problems

® Excellent
maintenance
product

® Cost effective

For further information on any of these quality
products, please contact 0734 510033
or call your local distributor
Aitken Sportsturf 0977 681155
Richard Aitken Ltd 041 440 0033
Amenity Land Services 0952 641949
Avoncrop Amenity Products...0934 820868
J Coburn & Son Ltd 0820 662207
Collier Turf Care 0603 870944
Driving Force Leisure 0734 393700
Irish Turf Care 045 75120
RPK Supplies 0734 510251
Turfcare 0207 505837

CHEMICALSl

Service Chemicals plc, Amentiy Technology Ltd,
17 Lanchester Way, Clock House, 286 Kings Road,
Royal Oak Industrial Estate, Daventry, Reading, Berks RG1 4HP
Northants NN11 5PH Tel 0734 510033
Tel 0327 704444 Fax 0327 71154 Fax 0734 510044

L.




Michael Bird looks at fertiliser spreaders and how to make the
best out of them. On Page 39, Chris Boiling meets a head
greenkeeper whose problem is not so much how to use his
fertiliser - but how to get it to his course...

he fertiliser spreader is prob-

ably one of the most under-
valued machines on the golf
course. Normally costing between
£500 and £1,500, the spreader is
responsible each year for accu-
rately distributing fertiliser worth
four or five times its value, and
often more on a multi-course golf
and leisure complex.

Apart from fertiliser, most
modern machines can, with very
little adaptation, handle sand,
salt, seeds and top dressings,
making the spreader a highly
cost-effective member of the
machinery fleet. Yet, all too often
the machine is not maintained,
adjusted nor operated properly,
leading to inaccurate, uneven
spreading and a waste of time,
effort and money.

Six key factors influence the
ability to apply fertiliser accu-
rately and precisely. They are the
condition and setting- up of the
spreader, the type of fertiliser,
operator skill, the weather and
ground conditions.

It would be wrong to give any
one of these points precedence
over another, says Ted Crooks of
independent advisory and test
firm, Spreader Calibration Spe-
cialists (SCS), based near Lincoln.

“All are inter-related and can-
not be taken in isolation,” he
pointed out. “When we are asked
to calibrate a spreader, that ser-
vice is just one part of a package
designed to ensure that all fer-
tiliser is applied accurately during
the year. The other points are
equally important in achieving
this goal.”

Although working primarily in

agriculture, SCS is looking to
extend its operations into associ-
ated areas, knowing that turf pro-
fessionals face similar problems
to farmers and growers. “Most
work with a variety of materials
with differing spread characteris-
tics,” commented Mr Crooks.
“These have a marked effect on
the ability to spread accurately
across a consistent bout width.”

Prills, pellets, granules, crumbs,
flakes and powders all have dif-
fering flow rates which need to
be allowed for during the spread-
ing operation. For example, a
smooth, shiny prill will leave a
spinning disc or oscillating spout
at a higher speed and angle than
a rougher, duller granule or a
fine powder.

To ensure accurate and even
application, the spreader needs to
be set up and operated with these
points taken into account, in line
with the manufacturers’ setting
and operating recommendations.

Correct calibration of the
machine is particularly important
when handling fertilisers with
large variations in size, shape and
consistency. Ted Crooks pointed
out that such variations are not
found solely within different
types of material. They are evi-
dent also in those of a similar
specification coming from a range
of suppliers, especially within
imported materials.

For that reason, sound operator
training is a fundamental element
of precision fertiliser application.
“If the operator can recognise the
differences in materials and make
adjustments accordingly, it will
be a major step forward in

A 's EK 300 spr

with a

is a single disc hil

300 litre hopper capacity and spread width from 3m to 12m

d. 22

pending on ial. Ensure that the machine is set level

and at the recommended working height.

A range of spread limiters is offered by manufacturers to
prevent fertiliser being thrown into waterways and hedgerows.
This stainless steel ‘skirt’ is raised and lowered on cords from
the tractor seat.

improving the effectiveness of fer-
tiliser applications,” stressed Mr
Crooks.

Training elements should
include general machine care and
use as well as the recognition of
materials and their varying char-
acteristics as they move from the
hopper via the metering and
spreading mechanisms onto the
turf.

The first point that is checked
by Ted Crooks when called out to
test a spreader is the speed of the
tractor’s power take-off shaft.
Using a hand-held meter, the
speed of the PTO is compared
with the tractor’s tachometer to
ensure that the spreader is being
driven at the recommended input
speed.

This test is also of help when

the tachometer is broken or miss-
ing as it can be used to establish
the required setting on the hand
throttle to achieve the required
PTO speed.

Incorrect drive speeds are one
of the principal reasons for inac-
curate spreading and Ted Crooks
advises greenkeepers to have
their tractors tested regularly.
Many machinery dealers offer
this service using optical or
mechanical instruments.

At this stage, it is vital also to
ensure that the tractor’s linkage is
in good order and can be
adjusted to set up the spreader at
the recommended working height
and attitude at the rear of the
tractor. The correct operating
height will be specified in the
machine’s  handbook 27

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1994 25



Amenity Technology means ...
e O1ENEI Grass ., cawmcen

specially formulated to effectively and economically restore
natural colour to discoloured turf. Ideal for golf courses,
sports fields and all turf areas. It won't wash or wear off.
Lasts up to 14 weeks or until removed by mowing - and it
won't harm plants or animals when correctly used.

i
'L, OREEN Lawnoes 8

- e g

LAKE

8 ... Bluer Waters .., c5omme

Makes colouring Lakes & Ponds easier than ever!
For professional results, this highly concentrated
blend of dry-flowable colourants comes in conve-
nient pre-measured packets, making usage easy to
calculate. And there's nothing to mix, so less mess.

bl - AﬁT =

. & more Efficient Machinery!

DTC-3 SPRAY TANK CLEANER ouronT apPROVED

Tank Cleaner DTC-3 prevents contamination when chang-

ing from one chemical to another. Thereby avoiding dam-

age to turf or incorrect pesticide mixing.

B High concentration powder removes pesticides in spray
equipment.

MW Rate of 0.5kgs per 365litres of water.

Bl DTC-3 is not a detergent and has been specially formulated for

pesticide spray tanks. P %

HYDRAULIC OIL DYE

Instantly identifies a potential oil leak, by adding a
bright red indicator to your hydraulic oil. Economical to
use - with adding just 473ml to 660Its of your oil.

h}
~

e 5
S e SRR S SEENEE TN e T T
For further information contact us today on Reading (0734) 510033 or call your local distributor

‘ ¢ T T , v N AT &

Aitken Sportsturf .................. 0977 681155 Collier Turf Care................... 0603 870944
Richard Aitken Ltd............... 041 440 0033 Driving Force Leisure.. 0734 393700
Amenity Land Services ........ 0952 641949 lrishifurkCare . .-os oo e wosd 045 75120
Avoncrop Amenity Products.0934 820868 RPK Supplies .i.....ccccitaiianl 0734 510251
J Coburn & Son Ltd.............. 0820 662207 UGB S . i S 0207 505837

N1TY . AMENITY TECHNOLOGY LTD. Clock House, 286 Kings Road,

LT o Reading, Berks RG1 4HP Tel: 0734 510033 Fax: 0734 510044  Becker-Underwood, Inc.



25 = and must be adhered to if
optimum spreading width and

accuracy are to be achieved.
Always check operating height
with the hopper half filled.

One point often overlooked is
tyre pressures. These should be
equal, otherwise the machine
may sit at an angle resulting in
uneven spreading.

Machine maintenance is a very
important, but often neglected
point. Worn or damaged outlets,
vanes or spouts, a misaligned
disc, and bent shafts, agitators or
framework can all adversely
affect the spreader’s performance.

“The state of some machines is
quite alarming,” commented Mr
Crooks. “One cannot bend or
neglect a fertiliser spreader with-
out affecting its operating charac-
teristics. These will change in any
case with the fertiliser being
applied. Why add to the chal-
lenge with a faulty, worn or dam-
aged machine?”

Agitators prevent bridging of
fertilisers within the hopper. This
large eccentric option for the
Amazone spreader is recommended
for powders and dense materials.

For optimum accuracy, the
spreader should be tested with
each of the materials to be
applied during the year. In prac-
tice, this will usually be impracti-
cal due to constraints on time and
labour. It will, however, be of
immense help if at least the prin-
cipal material used on the course
is tested through the machine to
ascertain the effective spread
width and the distribution pat-
tern.

There is a very good reason for
this. Although a machine may
have a claimed maximum spread
width of, say, 12m (39ft), the
effective spread width may drop
by more than 50 per cent when
applying lighter or less free-flow-
ing materials. Unless compensa-
tion is made for this during
application, large gaps will result
in the spread pattern, causing
uneven grass growth.

Similarly, the distance between
the tractor’s passes needs to be
increased when moving from a
fine, light material to one which
is spread wider due to its weight
and greater speed through = 36

THE ANSWER TO YOUR SUMMER
AERATION PROBLEMS

’ {"
_: .;vu’»l‘;m‘)umn
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The RTS “Sarel Type” Roller
A pedestrian model is also available

THE ANSWER TO YOUR GOLF BALL
COLLECTING PROBLEMS

e

" -
Acrow Ballpicker
A pedestrian model is also available

R s RISBORO’ TURF

CHINNOR ROAD, BLEDLOW, PRINCES RISBOROUGH |
AYLESBURY, BUCKS, HP17 9PH
Contact us for the name of your nearest dealer or a demo

TEL: PRINCES RISBOROUGH (0844) 274127 FAX: (0844) 274191

I
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Quality Turf Cutting
AMAZONE HD GROUNDKEEPER

Quality turf maintenance is assured with the
twin flail AMAZONE HD GROUNDKEEPER
with its standard and hi lift big capacity
tipping hoppers.

Flail fixing is a simple, quick 'no tools' affair,
cutting height control is simple and positive
and working widths are 1.5, 1.8 and 2.1
metres.

A real heavy duty machine the HD
Groundkeeper is semi-mounted with hopper
capacities to 3500 litres, patented ground
contour follow for fine, even cutting and
balanced 2750 rpm rotor.

Amazone Ground Care - A division of Amazone Ltd.
Administration Centre:
Rowse, Pillaton, Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6QU. Tel: (0579) 51155, Fax: (0579) 51057

Sales, Service and Parts Centre:
Whene /————M““’ wilend

Amazone Ground Care, Cuckoo Copse,
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Patented 'hook on' blade changing

AMAZONE

Lambourn Woodlands, Newbury, Berkshire RG16 7TJ.

Tel: (0488) 73722 Fax:(0488) 72698. AD

REF
116



AD
REF
456

AD
REF
425

SPREADER
CALIBRATION
SPECIALISTS

Have your fertiliser spreader tested
by the independent experts.

Any machine or fertiliser tested for
accurate application.

Wearing parts supplied and fitted, discounts for autumn work.

How does it work?

1. The engineer will check through the machine and fit any
relevant new parts.

2. Tray test the spreader with up to three types of fertiliser

3. Give expert analysis of the results and the correct
settings.

4. Instruct the operator in the setting and maintenance of
the machine.

5. Finally you will be sent detailed computerised results.

To gain maximum benefit from your Fertiliser
applications telephone:

TED CROOKS TONY SELF
Lincoln 0522 752233  Reading 0734 815887
Car 0850 381750 Car 0850 385812
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DON'TLETRAINSTOP PLAY

=

The “WaterHog” Junior
A simple but effective way to lift water from grass

surfaces such as Golf Greens, Tennis Courts,
Cricket Squares or Bowling Greens

For further information contact:

Camus Ltd
5b, Oakfield Industrial Estate,
Clondalkin, Dublin 22, Ireland
Telephone: 010 353 1 4576066
Fax: 010 353 1 4576068

A NEW, SECURE
GREENKEEPER
WORKSHOP OR
STORE IN
DAYS!

QUICK * CLEAN ¢ SOLID

Such is the exceptional versatility of the Enterprise high
performance building system that you could be using your
new workshop or store within 10-15 days.

With more than forty years as market leaders, we have
developed a unique system which is quick to build, virtually
maintenance-free and blends beautifully with its natural
environment - an important factor when seeking planning
permission.

With Enterprise you are planning for a predictable, durable
solution that gives a solid and secure structure with
minimum disruption and maximum space utilisation.

Call Greg Preston or Stuart Campbell today for more
information and colour literature.

Enterprise Buildings Ltd
Godalming Business Centre
608 Woolsack Way -
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XN ENT
Tel: 0483 426688 B U |
Fax: 0483 426911 -

E

D I
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Around the Green

Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

DEVON AND CORNWALL

Westurf will be with us any day now and your
support will be vital to its continued success.
With Westurf’s success, the region will be able
to keep its fees on educational events down to
cost price.

Westurf has helped the section purchase a
secondhand photocopier which will allow
yours truly to supply all your committee mem-
bers with minutes of regional and national
board meetings, so if you have any queries
about recent events within your Association,
your local committee member will hopefully
now be able to update you with all the rele-
vant details.

With the winter programme complete, I
would like to thank all of you who attended
meetings. The section is always looking at
ways to generate an even higher membership
participation at our meetings, so I would like
to hear from anyone who has a good idea to
increase numbers.

Our next meeting will be the new summer
tournament for the Jacobsen Trophy, to be
held at Yelverton GC on Wednesday June 22
and sponsored by Jacobsen & MST. With
major educational prizes on offer for golfers
and non-golfers, it's one you cannot afford to
miss. Details will be sent to you nearer the
date.

RICHARD WHYMAN

EAST MIDLANDS

There’s not a lot to report on this month as I
have just come back from a golfing holiday in
the Algarve. Congratulations go to Chris Lewis
this month on his appointment as deputy head
greenkeeper at The Leicestershire Golf Club
and to Kevin James of Rushcliffe GC on his
promotion to head greenkeeper.

This month we welcome Paul Redding of
Rugby GC and Warren Barker of Ansty GC to
our section. We have certainly made a promis-
ing start this year with new members to our
section — 22 in all. Let’s hope this increase con-
tinues. Any members who have not paid their
subscriptions should do so straight away, or

EVENTS DIARY

April 27: Westurf, Turf Care Trade Exhibition,
Long Ashton Golf Club, Bristol

June 8-9: BALI Trade Show, Stoneleigh

June 29: Southturf, Turf Care Trade Exhibition,
Motspur Park, south west London

July 14-17: Open Championship, Turnberry

August 1-3: National Tournament, Dartmouth Golf
Club, Devon

September 6-8: Saltex (previously 10G) Trade
Exhibition, Royal Windsor Racecourse,
Berkshire.

September 22: Hayter Challenge Final, Pannal Golf
Club, Harrogate

November (to be confirmed): Scotsturf

December 1: Scottish Region North Section

day f at Craibst Estate,

Bucksburn, Aberdeen

January 25-27, 1995: BTME 95, Harrogate
International Centre

they will miss out on all the benefits.

With the golf season about to start, I would
like to wish all greenkeepers a successful year,
and hopefully a drier one than last year.

Our winter lecture produced a good turnout
(32), but please try to send your forms back to
me before the closing date in future. A thank-
you should go to our two speakers, Valerie
Holt and Mark Hunt, for their excellent talks,
and to Lingdale GC for their hospitality and
marvelous buffet meal, which made this a
great night.

ANTHONY BINDLEY

CLEVELAND

Clive Higenbotham from ICI Professional Prod-
ucts gave a talk/slides on the management of
a golf course. His technical knowledge and
enthusiasm was inspiring. He covered fertilis-
ers, fungicides, selective weedkillers etc and
ensured us that good turf management was
the key factor in producing a healthy sward.
The new fungicide Greenshield sounds inter-
esting as it lasts 6-8 weeks and has worm
repellent quality. For empty pesticide contain-
ers, which are called special waste, ICI will col-
lect empty, clean ICI containers free of charge
through their environmental disposal service.

Just ring 0345 125398. All head greenkeepers
are personally responsible for safe disposal.
We cannot bury or burn anymore and we need
written proof of what we have done.

David Crocher has moved from Castle Eden
GC to Bishop Auckland. At Castle Eden, Gra-
ham Border has been promoted from first
assistant to head greenkeeper.

A new course is being built at Ingleby Bar-
wick, near Thornaby.

Paul Millard of Bedale GC has gained year 2
NVQ and a chainsaw certificate.

New members are Anthony McGeough
(Richmond), Craig Wayman
(South Shields), Allan Piggins
(Hunley Hall), and Paul Stephen-
son and Peter Allison of Beamish
Park.

BRUCE BURNELL

NORTH EAST

At last the message is getting around about
joining BIGGA. I'm happy to welcome the fol-
lowing new members to the section:

John Walton and Kevin Walkinshaw from
Heworth GC; Ashley Marshall, Matfen Hall
GC; Jason Campbell, Whitley Bay GC; David
Coulson, Morpeth GC; Derek Cruddas, Gares-
field GC; James Stoney, Alnwick GC; Steven
Quince, Alnmouth GC; Shaun Collier, and
Martin Donbavand, students at Haughall Col-
lege; and John Hogg, student at Elmwood Col-
lege.

Providing all 1993 members pay their ‘94
subs, we shall be over the hundred mark,
that’s up 500 percent since 1984.

On the move is Parklands’ Andrew Bowes
who has gone to Matfen Hall GC as first assis-
tant. Eddie Crozier, formerly head greenkeeper
at Parklands, takes over at Burgher Farm.

Golf dates: April 14 — Spring Competition,
South Moor GC; July 12 — Match v
Secretaries, Seaham Harbour GC;
October 6 — Match v East Lothian,
Westerhope.

JIMMY RICHARDSON

v
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y) BIGGA NATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
acta Dartmouth Golf and Country Club 1-3 August 1994

ACCOMMODATION

Due to the popularity of the area, may we suggest that you contact BIGGA Headquarters as soon as possible if
you are looking for accommodation during the National Golf Tournament. Accommodation to suit all pockets is
available in the surrounding area of Dartmouth Golf and Country Club. A selection of local rates is available to
competitors — call Samantha Flint at BIGGA Headquarters on 0347 838581.
The full golfing programme will appear in the May edition of Greenkeeper International.
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AYRSHIRE

This season’s outings have now been finalised
with the spring meeting at Thornhill GC in
Dumfriesshire on April 19 (also a Hayter Qual-
ifier) and the autumn meeting at Glasgow
Gailes on September 22.

As with BIGGA, our section membership is
steadily growing but I am sure most of you
know of someone who is not a member, so
please let them know what is being missed.

Scottish Grass and Kubota have both issued
invitations for our section to visit their show-
rooms and workshops. If anyone is interested,
please inform Jim Paton, our secretary, to
enable him to organise this.

On the move is David Whiffen, assistant at
Dumfries and County GC who is going to Wit-
telbacher GC in Germany. We wish him the
best of luck.

The first winners of our lottery this year are
R Stewart and N Carruthers, who win £30
each, and G Haughie with £40. The big £100
winner is Jill Paton. Congratulations to them.
There is still plenty of time to join up, so let’s
be having you. If you're not in, you can’t win.
DUNCAN GRAY

NORTH WALES
Firstly, a reminder that all entry forms for the
Hayter Challenge Spring Tournament should
be completed and returned to Terry Adamson
at his new address (27 Berwyn Ave, Penyf-
fordd, nr Chester) by April 14. No entries will
be accepted after this date. Any members who
have not received an application form should
contact me on 0836 785751.

Any members wishing to attend a first aid
course at the Welsh College of Horticulture

Around the Green

should also let me know so appropriate dates
can be booked.

Finally, all nominations for the ICI Premier
Greenkeeper of the Year award should be for-
warded to me c¢/o The Estate Office, Carden
Park, Chester CH3 9DQ by April 30.

ANDY CAMPBELL

LONDON

The second RPK supercart challenge was held
in February at Bracknell indoor circuit — and it
was an excellent evening. I would like to thank
RPK Supplies and especially Jamie Bennett for
organising the event. The overall winner was
the undefeated Cameron McMillan.

I would also like to thank G Brown Imple-
ments for organising the day trip to the
Massey Ferguson factory. Everyone that went
along enjoyed the excellent hospitality and
were all suitably impressed with the set-up.
Another date for your diary — June
28, the summer golf tournament at
Old Ford Manor. Details will be
sent out nearer the time.

TONY DUNSTAN

NORTHERN
Our Christmas Golf Competition was held at

Shipley Golf Club, in December. There were
35 entrants on the day and I am pleased to say
that all entrants did receive a prize, which they
richly deserved. It rained heavily all day, in
fact at night on Calender it actually announced
that the largest recorded rainfall in the area
was Bingley where 3 inches fell. Despite the
weather MOST people enjoyed it.

Our AGM followed the Christmas golf and a
brief resume of that meeting being that the fol-
lowing members were duly elected to office:
President — Bill Mountain; Chairman — Phillip
Taylor; Vice Chairman — Allan Gamble; Secre-
tary/Treasurer — Pat Murphy; Committee —
Dennis Cockburn, Ian Thompson, Colin Gar-
nett, Michael Hannan, Telford Jarvis, Robert
Gee, Robin Smith, and David Thackray.

I thank those members who attended and
voiced their opinion on various matters rele-
vant to our section. President Bill Mountain
informed the meeting that this would be his
34th year in office, all I can say is keep up the
good work.

May I welcome the two new committee men
who have joined us this year. I am sure you
will enjoy your term in office.

On behalf of the Northern Section I'd like to
thank Andrew Smith for the time and effort
that he put into the Northern Section during
his time in office.

The visit to Gem Fertilizers was a huge suc-
cess. I thought it was marvellous how every-
thing was put together on such a huge scale. If
you get the chance to visit it, I recommend you
go. My thanks on behalf of the Northern Sec-
tion to John Harris, Andy Hardy, Duncan Met-
calfe, and Alan Dyson for making us so
welcome. The visit to Martin Brothers was also

Kawasaki

TOUGH ON THE ROUGH
SMOOTH ON THE TURF

The Kawasaki Mule is the ideal grassland
vehicle for both man and cargo carrying.
Low ground pressure, differential drive and
gearless torque converter allows use on soft
or delicate ground. 4 wheel drive optional.
OUTSTANDING GRADIENT STABILITY

For further information or demonstration contact:

FRASER C ROBB

Stirling Road, Drymen, Glasgow G63 0AA
Tel: 0360 60688 * Fax: 0360 60814

FIRST CHOICE IN
SCOTLAND
FOR

AUTOMATIC
IRRIGATION

SPORTS TURF SERVICES

CONTRACTING

30 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1994

NEWBRIDGE MIDLOTHIAN EH28 SLE
FAX 031-333-5311 TEL 031-333-2345




HAVE YOU DONE THE
RIGHT THING

With 5,162 members in 1993, the British & International
Golf Greenkeepers Association has continued its
impressive growth into a powerful, professional and
influential body within golf.

Refer to the information starting on Page 23 in
November’s Greenkeeper International to discover how
you will benefit from being a member in 1994.

With the strength of a professional Association behind
you, plenty of encouragement to do better in your career
and someone to fight on your behalf if necessary, you're
doing the right thing by joining BIGGA.

Complete the postpaid card facing Page 62
for more details and an application form




a huge success. We now know how Money-
stone bunker sand is manufactured. My thanks
go to Andy Law of Martin Brothers who
arranged everything for us.

The golf venues for this year are Bingley St
Ives GC, Wetherby GC, Harrogate GC, and
Aldwoodley GC. The Roses Match venue is the
pleasure of the North West Section this being
Motram Hall GC. Let’s hope we can still retain
the trophy away from home. The Roses Match
will be run on the same format as last year —
by invitation — the date being Wednesday
August 10.

All members should now have in their pos-
session the notice for the above golf venues —
please fill them in and return to me with your
deposits as soon as possible to avoid disap-
pointment.

Any member requiring further information,
or have any contributions to this column,
please contact me on 0274 568128 or 49
Cornwall Road, Gilstead, Bingley, West York-
shire, BD16 4RL.

New members this month include: Paul
Thresh, Normanton GC; Richard Smith, Ship-
ley GC; Stephen Dalton, Knaresborough GC;
Neil Horton, Moortown GC, Michael Rooks,
Fulneck GC; Christian Martindale, Halifax GC,
Melvyn Guy, Mountains Mowers; Robert
Barnes, Mark Campbell, Paul Gawthorpe, Gary
Dangerfield all from Sand Moor GC; Raymond
Jackson, Bradford Moor GC; Stephen Capel
Selby GC; John France, Garforth GC; Paul
Hunter, Garforth GC; Robin Oxendale, Pike
Hills GC; Simon Payn, Northcliffe GC; Mark
Ainley, Mid Yorks GC; Daniel Regan, Dews-
bury & District GC; Jacob Kay, Mid
Yorkshire GC; Paul Mitchell, Otley
GC; Gerald Smith, Wakefield GC;
Richard Hartley, Baildon GC.

PAT MURPHY

SOUTH WALES

February was a quiet month as far as section
events were concerned, but the lack of fixtures
was made up for by the quality of the event
that did take place. That was the education
evening at Pencoed College by Jim McKenzie,
formerly of Wentworth GC and now course
manager at the biggest golf club development
in South Wales, namely the Celtic Manor
Hotel Golf and Country Club.

By far the largest attendance we have had to
date at the evening lecture programme. Forty
listened intently to a truly fascinating talk
about the development of the 18-hole Roman
Road golf course and the soon-to-be 18-hole
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Coldra Woods course.

The development has been hampered some-
what by the appalling weather of ‘93 and
won't now be ready until the summer, when a
trip to the club will be organised. Then you
will be able to see for yourself the delights of
one of the largest, most secure, ultra-modern
sheds, workshop, maintenance buildings in the
country.

Some facts about the course to whet your
appetite: it’s a par 70, 7010-yard long champi-
onship course, designed by Robert Trent
Jones; it boasts a 10-million gallon reservoir,
various streams and a lake; and Ian Woosnam
is to be the touring pro.

April is set to be a busy month, so don’t for-
get these dates: April 17 — South Wales semi-
nar at Pencoed College, mechanisation on the
golf course; April 20 — Spring tournament and
Hayter Challenge Qualifier, Newport GC, 1pm
prompt; April 27 — Westurf, Long Ashton, Bris-
tol.

PETER LACEY

NORTH SCOTLAND

The planning of the one day conference in
Aberdeen on December 1 is progressing well.
The venture is being co-sponsored by Greens
of Scotland, Morayshire Tractors, Stewarts and
Watermation. The brochure is currently being
printed and below is a brief description of the
speakers and their subjects.

The conference will be opened by Eric
Thain, a director of Greens of Scotland. First
speaker is David Roy, head greenkeeper of Lin-
lithgow Golf Club speaking about “Wildlife
and Conservation on the Golf Course”. He will
be followed by Steve Cadenelli, past president
of the GCSAA and course superintendent at
Metedeconk National Golf Club, Jackson, New
Jersey, who will give us the benefit of his
knowledge from across the Atlantic. The third
speaker is Greens of Scotland’s Raymond Mor-
ris talking on “Drainage and Construction”.
After a coffee break we have J D Patterson
from the Northern Ireland Horticultural and
Plant Breeding Station in Armagh giving us a
lecture on “Breeding Turf

Mike Jones, winner of the Pro-Turf-sponsored matchplay knockout

petition r
manager Juiian Driver.
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his engraved silver trophy from sales

Grass Varieties”. Our final
morning speaker will be
John Hacker of Professional
Sportsturf Design talking on
“Golf Course Presentation”.
After lunch we start with a
lighthearted look at the
“Rules of Golf’ presented by
David Rickman, assistant
rules secretary at the R & A.
Our penultimate speaker is
Tom Mackenzie, a native of
Dornoch who is part of the
Donald Steel Design Team.
His subject being “Golf
Course Design in the High-
lands”. People planning to
enter the Scottish Green-
keepers Competition next
year will find this talk very

interesting as there will be a lot of slides of the
Carnegie Golf Course at Skibo on view, the
venue for the outing. Last but certainly not
least is Mr Robert Laycock of Karsten Golf Sci-
ence with a talk on “Turf Pests and Diseases”.

There will be a question and answer session
in the morning and the afternoon and Master
Greenkeeper Certificate credits can be
obtained for attendance. All in all a great day
in prospect, so be sure and return entry forms
quickly to ensure attendance.

The Spring Outing is at Forres next month
on Thursday the 12th. Entry forms will be out
this week and a large entry is anticipated for a
day out to this lovely course set amongst the
trees above Forres.

A glut of new members to welcome this
month. Head greenkeeper John Mowat, Reay
Golf Club; Assistant greenkeepers Stuart Mac-
Gregor, Panmore Golf Club; Gordon Fraser,
Tain Golf Course and apprentice greenkeepers
Mark Ross, Elgin Golf Club; Bryan Cocker Jr,
Alyth Golf Club and finally Paul Fiske, Moray
Golf Club. Gordon Fraser is the last of my staff
to join! How many other head greenkeepers
can claim total staff membership to
BIGGA? Brian Cocker Jr is follow-
ing his father’s footsteps into the
business. Bryan Snr is head man at
Alyth.

IAIN MacLEOD

EAST OF ENGLAND

Eleven section members attended the enjoy-
able and enlightening trip to Hardi Sprayers,
Leicester. Chris Hale, Mike Williamson and
Simon Bloefield from Sherriffs must be
thanked for their hard work in making the
event run smoothly.

Thanks must also go to Bill Oliver, Colin
Gregory and their team at Hardis for their hos-
pitality and presenting a series of informative
talks clearing up the often misunderstood
aspects of spraying technology.

If any section member has any suggestions
for places to visit or people they would like to
hear speak, then please pass them on to me or
to a member of the section committee.

Finally, some dates for your diary: May 11 —
PGA Trophy, Burghley Park GC, Stamford;
May 26 — Purdeys Trophy, Stoke Rochford GC
(Hayter Qualifier).

If any section member does not receive any
posted information on these tournaments,
then please call me on 0832 274409.

MIKE FINNEY

EAST SCOTLAND
I am proud to welcome the following new
members:  Christopher Murray, Stuart

Townsend, David Miller, Mark Pagan, James
Manuel, Allan Shaw, Brian Strachan, John
Reid, Ian Cunningham, Paul Miller, George
Asher, Andy Birrell, Grahame Ferguson, Gary
Tusler, David Bridges and James Little.

We hope to see you all at section events,
where a big welcome awaits you. So far that is
16 new members, but I am sure there are
many more to come. So, as I said in my last
report, let’s all make a big effort this year to
make everyone a member of the Association.

I know it’s not the done thing to blow your
own trumpet, but I am very proud to have
been nominated by our new Scottish Region
chairman, Gordon Moir, as his vice chairman.
This is not just an honour for myself, but also
the section as I am the first East section candi-
date since BIGGA was set up; and you can bet



I will give my usual 100% to our cause.

I have just returned from a two-day secre-
taries meeting at Aldwark Manor and again
this proved to be a very enlightening affair.
These meetings give the secretaries the oppor-
tunity to put their sections views across; and I
for one was delighted with the response.

Next on our busy calendar is the Spring out-
ing on April 12 over Gullane No.2. By now you
should all have your entry forms; providing
your subscriptions are up to date. This is also
the qualifying for the Hayter Challenge and a
big entry is anticipated. The regional finals this
year will be held at Duddingston Golf Club on
May 24.

A full calendar of all section events will soon
be in all members’ hands very shortly. It is
hoped that this year everyone will make a spe-
cial effort to attend. The social committee are
at present working very hard on your behalf,
but there is nothing worse than organising
these events and only a handful turn up. We as
a committee have always said ‘tell us what you
want and we will do it (within reason)’.

In conclusion, may I wish everyone another
successful greenkeeping season; hopefully, the
weather and golf club committees will be kind
to us all again this year. I would also be grate-
ful for news of any kind; this is your magazine
and Association, so let us use it. Also remem-
ber to get these non-members to join our ever-
growing BIGGA.

WILLIE BLAIR

SOUTH COAST

Our winter programme of lectures concluded
last month with a talk by David Whitaker from
the Wisley Golf Club. His subject was course
maintenance.

The February lecture was delivered by Paul
Hobden as Ken Barber was unable to attend.
Paul is the assistant course manager at the
East Sussex National Club and ably covered
the subject of the maintenance there. Some-
times it is possible to view clubs such as East
Sussex and Wisley as the elitist end of our
trade. Paul was at pains to dispel this image,
showing them as providing a specific product
for a specific market, there for us to learn from
and test new ideas. it was good as well to have
the head greenkeepers of the two courses at
East Sussex in attenance. The behind-the-
scenes drama came in the form of a tempera-
mental projector and extension lead, but in the
true style of the theatre, ‘it was alright on the
night'.

April is a busy month for the section with
the spring tournament at the Test Valley Golf
Club on the 21st and Westurf on the 27th. The
spring tournament is a qualifier for the Hayter
Challenge and all enquiries should be directed
to our tournament organiser Bob Cully on
0489 782976.

Westurf is now well established on our cal-
endar and we are hoping for a record turnout
from the industry this year. Call Ken Lodge,
our chairman, on 0329 282362 for travel
information. Be there!

With education becoming more industry led
and the GTC and BIGGA being in place and
geared, the section is looking to be more
involved with the training of our young green-
keepers. Already several course managers in
the section are undertaking training as NVQ
assessors. With levels 1-3 of the Training Man-
ual in place and level 4 aimed at head green-
keepers in production, greenkeepers are well
placed to lead their industry. Level 5 giving

Around the Green

general manager status will be available to
those wishing to take their careers that far in
the future.

ALAN MITCHELL

MID-ANGLIA

A full day’s first aid course was held in Febru-
ary at the Family Golf Centre. It was'a great
success for the ten delegates who attended,
giving them an introduction into basic first aid.

After discussion at the last committee meet-
ing, it was agreed to try and include a visit to a
course in next year’s programme, as well as a
possible talk from a greenkeeper.

If any member is interested in doing such a
talk, could they please contact Gerald Bruce or
myself and it will be considered. It was also
felt that a lecture involving machinery would
be of benefit, and this is being looked into at
the moment.

The Lodgeway Fourball Tournament is
being run again this year by Chas Ayres, with
some slight changes to the format. The initial
stages of the competition will be on a regional
league basis, the winners of which will go on
to quarter finals where a knockout format will
be adopted. All entries should be in by April
29 using the appropriate form. The final will
be played once again at Brockett Hall on Octo-
ber 7.

There is still time to enter the Spring Tour-
nament at Harpenden GC on Tuesday April
26. Tees are booked from 8.30am
and this will be a section qualifier
for the Hayter Challenge. Entry is
by the usual form with an enclosed
cheque for £20.

PAUL LOCKETT

KENT

Our Spring Tournament and Hayter Qualifier
will be taking place at Mid-Kent Golf Club on
May 10, you should shortly be receiving more
details and your entry forms through the
post. The other notable date for your diaries
is June 29, the South Turf Exhibition at Mot-
spur Park. We expect the event to be well
attended and it will give you a chance to
meet your greenkeeping colleagues and your
local dealers and suppliers.

We will be arranging a summer afternoon’s
golf and an Autumn Tournament, although
venues and dates have yet to be finalised. We
will be looking for a venue towards the east
of the county for at least one of the events.
Any suggestions or willing hosts? On to per-
haps more important matters, the section is
now in possession of the long awaited career
video, “Keeper of the Green”. This is an excel-
lent presentation and an ideal introduction to
career opportunities for your young members
of staff, junior golfers and local schools. The
video is available to you on loan, or if you
feel you can collect a small band of budding
course managers together for an evening’s
viewing and a brief talk, please contact me on
0322 664547 (eves) or 0322 523746 (days).
Further to educational matters, next winter

we will be looking to promote monthly, one
day/afternoon/morning seminars or “teach-
ins”. Perhaps there are some topics you feel
should be covered. Should we, for instance,
be running more first aid courses, health &
safety courses, would this be of benefit to
you, your staff and your clubs? Never forget
that this is YOUR Association and your input
is most welcome. Like most things you must
put something in if your are to get the best
out of it. With this in mind, we will all be
required to comment on the national BIGGA
five-year plan. You may have read about this
in Neil Thomas’ article in the February maga-
zine. There are some very tough decisions to
be made and you will be given the chance to
make them. More details at a later date.
PAUL COPSEY

SOUTH WEST

Ever played 18 holes, come off the 18th and
it’s felt like 36? That’s what my legs were
telling me and I should think many others felt
the same way after playing in the recent win-
ter competition at Castle Combe Golf and
Country Club. One or two contemplated
using one of the fleet of available buggies but
such were the frowns of disapproval from the
majority, that not wanting to seem the odd
ones out any thoughts of an easy round were
soon forgotten. Anyway, whoever heard of a
greenkeeper using a buggy?

Joking apart, in an idyllic setting, with bril-
liant sunshine, the course was in excellent
condition and a credit to course manager Guy
Woods and his staff. Thanks are also
extended to general manager Paul Ware and
Castle Combe for their hospitality, to Lloyds
of Letchworth for their afternoon lecture and
last but by no means least to the caterer for
some excellent home-made steak and kidney
pies!

The event results are as follows: 1, Paul
Godwin, Tracey Park; 2, Ian Hazel, Clevedon;
3, Marc Haring, Cumberwell Park, 4, Andrew
Johnson, Saltford.

If you are keen, be seen at Westurf this
year. April 27, Long Ashton Golf Club, 10am-
Spm to be precise. Your presence is invalu-
able and there are even opportunities for a
stint on car park gate duty! Interested? Give
me a ring to secure an hour session.

As reported in the February edition of
Greenkeeper International, a five-year plan to
review and improve the Association’s contin-
ued growth is to be formulated this year. The
opportunity for any section member is there
to voice his/her opinions and submit ideas. If
you feel you have something to raise, either
put it on paper and send it to me or give me a
ring on 0272 793127.

Congratulations to Martin Townsend of
Avoncrop Amenity Products and his wife Les-
ley on the recent birth or their son Roger
Martin.

Finally, Chippenham Golf Club is the venue
for the Hayter Challenge Regional Qualifier
on April 21 - book early and I'll see you
there.

KEVIN GREEN

BERKS, BUCKS & OXON
Only a few reminders to report this month.
The Spring tournament and Hayter Qualifier
is at Mill Ride GC on June 1. You should have
received your fixture cards for 1994 by now,
if not let me know.

If anyone has any ideas for this year’s win-
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ter lecture programme, could they
let Mark Chesman know on 0734
440225 and if you have any news
for this column please call me on
0628 829208.

RAY CLARK

SURREY

It was nice to see the winter lecture so well
attended. The lecture, on Surrey heathland,
was presented by Dr McGibbon and Ian
McMillan - thanks to both of them for a most
interesting and beneficial lecture.

Thanks also to Clive Osgood and Steve
Shaw, head of greenkeeping at NESCOT, for
organising the event.

The South East Region’s Annual Gentle-
men’s Dinner at Walton Heath was also well

i - . ,’ P, N
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attended. Thanks to Doug Smith and David
Wood for all their hard work. Thanks also to
all members of the trade for their involvement
in the day’s proceedings and to Clive Osgood
and everyone at Walton Heath GC.

The winners were: Gross — J Jackson, 39pts;
Handicap 0-8 — 1, S Haynes, 38; 2, J Tiexeira,
37; 3, L Bingham, 36; Handicap 9-16 — 1, D
Wilson, 41; 2, S
Antolk, 40; 3, B
Walsh, 40;
Handicap 17-24
-1, J Millen, 33;
2, M Mewett, 27;
3, D Coomber,
27; Guests — 1, D
Taylor, 41; 2, C
Town, 41; 3, R
Elderfield, 39;
Longest  drive
13th — G Barr, R
Pride, T Dun-
stan; Nearest
pins — S Haynes,
R Glazier, R
Watts; Putting —

The most popular hole at Walton Heath during the South East Section’s Annual

Gentlemen’s Dinner - the watering hole.

J Jackson, 32
putts.

Is anyone interested in a dinner-dance in the
near future? If you are, please contact any of
the committee members listed on the front of
your fixture lists. An amended telephone
number on this list — David Gibbs — 0737
832015.

A belated thank you to Ian Kerry for supply-
ing our section with a coach to the BTME.

Any member with any news, please contact
Roger Glazier (081 394 1493) or me.

Two forthcoming events: June 1 - the
Cresta Cup, Laleham GC; June 29 — South
Turf, Motspur Park.

DAVID GIBBS

HAYTER QUALIFIER

The Scottish Region North Section held their
Hayter Qualifier during the Autumn Outing at
Kirriemuir last September. The reason for this
is that the North members felt that qualifying
at the Spring Outing in May is only a couple
of weeks prior to the Scottish Final and some
could not get the time off. The following
members qualified:

Class 1 (Scr-9) — 1, George Paterson, Fortrose;
2, Alisdair McLaren, Abernethy; 3, Gary
Tough, Montrose (BIH); 4, Eoin Riddell,
Royal Dornoch (BIH).

Class 2 (10-18) — 1, Steve Simpson, Fraser-
burgh; 2, Sam Morrison, Royal Aberdeen; 3,
Kevin Fowler, Fortrose; 4, Stuart Robertson,
North Insh, Perth.

Class 3 (19-28) — 1, Robert Allan, Hazelhead;
2, Stuart Hogg, Fortrose; 3, Tom Simpson,
Murrayshall; 4, Colin Burgess, Forres.

These 12 will represent the North Section in
the Scottish Finals in May at Duddingston
Golf Club.

Golf Course Construction and
Advisory Services

Member of IGGA « BIGGA « GCSAA

speak to Peter Casbolt for
prompt, personal service

THISTLE LANDSCAPES

19 Vanessa Close, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Tel (inc. code from UK): 010 353 1627 0362
Fax (inc. code from UK): 010 353 1624 6212

This space could
be working for
you trom only
£75 per month.

Call Carol or
Louise on
0347 838581

International
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Risk assessment:

how to get started

Jon Allbutt kicks off a new series of
health and safety tips

To have an up-to-date statement of safety
policy that gives details of the general
arrangements for health and safety at work is
not enough to fully comply with modern
health and safety legislation. It should be the
beginning of a process to produce what will
become a safety manual which contains all
the work necessary to comply with the regu-
lations introduced under the 1974 Act and
also the new EU/HSE Regulations which
came into force on January 1, 1993.

In effect, the safety manual is a clear
account of what should be happening in the
workplace, setting the safety standards for
each area of the work. To be fully effective
the manual must reflect the actual working
practices and is therefore a working docu-
ment and not an academic dissertation on
each subject! In fact, inspectors will compare
what is stated in the manual with their obser-
vations of what is happening ‘on the ground'.
The safety manual is an essential reference
for the employer, manager and employee and
must be available for all to use where neces-
sary.

It will not be possible to complete the work
in one exercise. The safety manual may in
fact never be completed as it will be altered,
revised and will include new material as
work practices change.

The term Risk Assessment is the new buzz
phrase which conjures up a picture of diffi-
cult technical operations requiring special
skills. Whilst this may be true for some of the
tasks, eg noise assessments, the majority of
the work requires only a good knowledge of
the work, the relevant guidance, a fund of
common sense and a heightened sense of
safety awareness! The manager who has a
detailed knowledge of the work and experi-
ence in carrying it out is the best person to
carry out the risk assessment process. He
does however need some training or guid-
ance so that he develops ‘health and safety
eyes’, that is the ability to see the workplace

in terms of its hazards. The blindness of
familiarity is a major obstacle and some help
is necessary to help the assessor to ‘see’
where the hazards are. A fellow manager
from a neighbouring course will be able to
help, or the club could call in independent
expertise to get the process started. If the
club decides to use a consultant, remember
to follow the guidance in the HSE leaflet
‘Selecting a Health and Safety Consultancy’.

Before commencing the risk assessments,
plan how the job will be done, allocate time
each week and sort out how the information
will be recorded and stored. The use of com-
puter software will provide greater flexibility
and allow for alterations with the minimum
waste of time. Organising a directory (Health
and Safety) which is divided into sub- direc-
tories to take account of each area of work
(Manual Handling, Noise, The Golf Course,
Machinery) and then individual files for each
assessment is the best system. There is no
special software available for this, the use of
a good quality word processing software will
be sufficient for most needs.

Manual systems can be used and many of
the documents give suggested formats for
conducting assessments. There will be a lot
of paperwork, so plan carefully and create
files to separate the information and avoid a
confused pile of paper!

When deciding on where to start, suggest
that the Management Regulations are used to
check out existing arrangements and also to
identify hazards that are not already covered
by specific regulations, eg there are no ‘Risk
of Being Hit by Golf Balls Regulations’! To
have a set of the Regulations is very impor-
tant. New Health & Safety guidance leaflets
will be available from the GTC mid-May, but
there will be a charge for these. tel: 0347
838640. Some free leaflets are available from
the Health and Safety Executive Information
Centre, Broad Lane, Sheffield S3 7HQ. Tel:
0742 892345. Fax: 0742 892333.

Norwich greenkeeper Ray Wigley (deputy
head at Costessey Park GC, Parklands) says
he follows these five steps when formulating
a risk assessment:

1 Ensure all relevant risks or hazards are
identified. Do not concentrate on triviali-
ties. concern yourself with what actually
happens in the workplace not what should
happen; think about non-routine opera-
tions; consider interruptions caused by
outside activities, the weather, golfers etc.
2 Ensure that all groups of employees and
others who might be affected are consid-
ered; think about the golfers, greenkeep-
ers and visiting reps.

3 Take account of any existing measures.
Do they work? Are they properly main-
tained? Can you remove the hazard alto-
gether by use of different equipment? If
not, how can you minimise the risk? Only
use PPE when there is nothing else that
you can reasonably do.

4 If you have five or more employees, you
must record the significant findings. For
example, “Fuel storage facility checked -
signed to remind no smoking naked
flames within 50 feet.”

5 Review the assessment from time to
time and revise if necessary. Timings are
not important but suggestions are to carry
out a review quarterly.

B With the US Masters nearly upon us,
Alan Mitchell, South Coast Section secretary,

" has this timely warning:

The Greenkeeper’s Lament

The story true is often told,

Of Percy once a greensman bold,
As a bloke was not contentious,
But at his job most conscientious.

Twenty summers came and went,
While Percy often did lament,

How can I make my greens sensational,
Just like those at Augusta National?

For you must dear reader pity,

Perce who had a greens committee,
Who yearly saw the National greens,
All lighted up on telly screens.

Looking at this turf like lightning,

Really could be rather frightening,

For Perce knew after the Master’s fleeting,
The committee quickly would call a meeting.

“Perce!” they'd cry all tongues a-lashing,
“From the members we get a-bashing,
They want us for it is fashionable,

To get our greens like Augusta National.”

So they went and gave to Perce,

And now you'll see things getting worse,

I think the man’s first name was Peter,

Who gave to Perce the dreaded Stimpmeter.

With this tool they would stand tall,

And have greens to beat them all,

Slick and green with curvy bends,

On which they could impress their friends.

Well Perce tried hard to tell the facts,
But it availed not, they wanted acts,
“Give us greens like we desire,

Or Percy you we'll surely fire!

Then Perce left the meeting site,
Though he had put up quite a fight,
They didn’t want to know the reason,
Augusta looked so good each season.

So here stood Perce quite all alone,

To the vagaries of English climate prone,
Take-all patch and dollar spot,

Fusarium wilt, he’d got the lot.

No USGA spec greens for him,

What could he do just for this whim?
He reduced the height to speed the ball,
And in three months had lost them all.

With greens all sad and looking sick,

The committee the fault with Perce did pick,
And so they sent him soundly packing,

For they thought that he was lacking.

And now Perce doesn't tend his course,

He rather goes with cart and horse,

And feeling like the committee to throttle,
At each front door leaves a fresh milk bottle.
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An even spread

27 = the air. Lack of compen-
sation will create over-application
and wastage.

Because all fertilisers display
differing spread characteristics in
different machines, the only sen-
sible way to determine the accu-
racy and consistency of spread is
by a tray test. SCS carries out tray
tests nationwide on all types of
spreaders, including spinning disc
machines and Vicon oscillating
spout units. A national test ser-
vice is offered also by Amazone,
but only for its own spreaders.

To tray test a spreader, it must
first be set up and calibrated for
the required application rate,
according to the manufacturer’s
recommendations in the opera-
tor’s manual. The machine is then
driven at working speed over a
row of collection trays placed on
level turf and spanning two com-
plete bout widths.

The fertiliser collected in each
tray is emptied into a row of test
tubes corresponding to each tray
to show the actual spread pattern
across the bout width achieved.
The measure of uniformity of the
pattern across this width is
known as the coefficient of varia-
tion (CV).

Under ideal test conditions and
with the spreader set up accu-
rately to suit the material, a CV of
less than 10% should be the aim.
In practice, this can rise to 15%
depending on turf conditions and
wind speed. A CV of more than
15% is not acceptable, says Mr
Crooks.

“Striping due to under or over
application does not normally
become visible until the CV
exceeds 20%. So a CV in excess
of 15% will produce significant
wastage and variable grass
growth without any visible warn-
ing signs,” he explained. “Even if
striping highlights a problem, it is
often too late to take corrective
action. It is better to tray test and
calibrate a machine to achieve
the lowest possible CV in the first
place.”

One drawback with the CV
method of uniformity measure-
ment is that it irons out single
narrow variations within the
overall bout width to produce an
average figure which can appear
quite acceptable. It is important,
therefore, to examine the mate-
rial placed in each test tube after
a tray test for any major peaks or
troughs across the spreading

components of the spreader
for damage or wear prior to

Check the working

going to work.

width. Individual
variations of 20%
from the average
can indicate a
mechanical prob-
lem with the
spreader or in its
specific setting for the material
being applied.

Because of the difficulty in
maintaining a consistent width of
spread on golf courses due to
undulating and sloping fairways,
trees, bunkers and other obstruc-
tions, the ideal spread pattern is a
gradually tapering pyramid from
the centreline of the tractor,
points out Mr Crooks. Providing
the operator achieves an overlap
on each pass, this pattern will
permit quite large variations in
driving width without seriously
affecting the overall rate or even-
ness of spread.

An undesirable pattern is of a
rectangular shape with a marked
cut-off, leaving little margin for
any deviation from one fixed
driving width.

Wind speed is another factor
which is often overlooked. As a
rule of thumb, if it is considered
too windy to spray, then it is too
windy to spread fertiliser. Humid

conditions can also affect spread-
ing, as damper materials have
reduced flow rates.

Accessories and special attach-
ments are available for most
spreaders to prevent fertiliser
being thrown into ditches, ponds
and hedges. They limit the spread
to one side of the machine and
help prevent wastage and pollu-
tion. Similarly, there are special
agitators for powders or damp
materials to maintain an even
flow from the hopper.

One of the most important
points is the cleaning of the
machine. This must be carried
out at the end of the season using
a good flow of water. After dry-
ing, all exposed metal parts
should be lubricated and the
spreader examined for wear,
damage or faults before being
stored carefully ready for the next
time it is needed.

M Spreader Calibration Specialists
— Lincoln (0522) 752233.
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SOW THIS SPRING
WITH
PRE-GERMINATED
SEED

FAST ESTABLISHMENT. NORMALLY 2-4 DAYS

DENSE SWARD CONTAINING THE SAME
PERCENTAGE OF SPECIES AS SOWN IN SEED
MIXTURE.

MUCH LOWER OVERALL COST

DELIVERY BY OVERNIGHT CARRIER IN
10 OR 25 KG BAGS.

/
% Management

Dromenagh Farm, Sevenhills Road,
Iver Heath, Bucks SLO OPA
Phone: 0895 834411 Fax: 0895 834892
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suitable for your
project.

needs. We offer:

Systems

finance)

ton, ete, etc.
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NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION

An Independent Company

At North Staffs Irrigation we
can offer a range of equipment
irrigation
A full design and
installation service is provided
ensuring an effective and
efficient system tailored to your individual

* Fully automatic Irrigation
Systems (including greens, tees,
approaches, etc.)

* Manual Control Irrigation

* Phased Installations
(allowing a basic water supply
to be built upon to achieve full
automatic irrigation over a
period to suit your available

Recent contracts include:
Forest, Fairhaven, Beau Desert, Prestatyn, Accring-

Contact us on 0785 812706, Fax 0782 395734 or
at Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone,
Staffordshire ST15 8TB.

We are founder members of the BTLIA.

Bangor, Sherwood




FERROGREEN

Seven Iron
makes grass go
green.

Agriland Ltd, Throop Road, Bournemouth, BH8 ODW, Tel (0202) 532291, Fax (0202) 535224
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ERIC HUNTER
GRINDERS LTD

Hobson Industrial Estate, Burnopfield,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE16 6EB.
Tel: (0207) 270316 Fax: (0207) 270312

42" capacity Mower Cylinder and Bottom Blade

Grinding Machine. A truly ‘precision’ grinder, built
to last half a century. Used and preferred by
professionals.

The
Rolls Royce Range

Quality engineering at its accurate
best. Improve standards - cut costs

Our clients include:

Beadlow Manor Golf & Country Club
Bramley Golf Club

Caldy Golf Club

Carnoustie Golf Links

Carvoeira Golfe SA (Algarve)
Cawdor Golf Club

Charleslands Leisure (Co. Wicklow)
Chirk Castle Golf Course
Clitheroe Golf Club

Collingtree Leisure

Crompton & Royton Golf club
Delapre Golf Complex

Eaton Golf Club

Ely City Golf Club

Glenbervie Golf Club

Gleneagles Hotel

Goring and Streetley

Haggs Castle Club

Harpenden Golf Club

Hellidon Lakes Golf & Country Club
Kinross (Green Hotel)

Leek Golf Club

Lingfield Park

Malone Golf Club

Massereene Golf Club

Mere Golf & Country Club

The new Juno 36" capacity
Cylinder and Bottom Blade Grinder
will accommodate every make and
type of professional and domestic
cutting cylinders and soleplates.
Simple to operate, fast changeover
from cylinder to bottom blade
grinding.

Milltown Golf Club (Dublin)
Mold Golf Club

Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club
Newbury & Crookham Golf Club
Northwood Golf Club

Omonde Fields Golf Club
Piltdown Golf Club

Pineridge Golf Club
Ponteland Golf Club

Royal Ashdown Forest Golf Club
Royal Dornoch Golf Club
Royal Liverpool Golf Club

Rye Golf Club

St Andrews Links Trust

Slaley Hall G&C Club

South Moor Golf Club
Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club
Tehidy Park Golf Course
Telford Golf Club

The Berkshire Golf Club

The Vale Golf & Country Club
Turnberry Hotel
Wellingborough Golf Club
West Herts Golf Club

West Sussex Golf Club
Whitecraigs Golf Club

GREENKEEPER'S CROSSWORD

Compiled by Mark G Smith, assistant at Frilford Heath GC
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WIN A BIGGA BLAZER OR £50 IN CASH!

CLUES ACROSS

1
8

9 The old name for a 2 wood (7) tufts are left above the height of cut

10 Rule 25 states that snow and .... be (7)
treated optionally as casual water or 3 The role of the spark plug (7)
loose impediments (3) 4 ... Green, US Open Champion in

11 Raise a flag (5) 1977 (6)

12 Wood treatment product (trade name) 5 Of what are Moat, French and Mole
(7) examples (5)

14 Surname of the 1981 Open 6 Dispense parts from stock (5)
Championship (6) 7 How properly mown greens should

16 Boring tools in the workshop (6) appear (6,7)

20 Compacted layer of soil beneath the 13 Mountainside courses in Europe and
surface (4-3) the US sometimes double as these

23 Golf headwear used as sun protection resorts in winter (3)
(5) 15 Name of the 19th hole on the Old

24 Hole number at Royal Troon named Course, St Andrews, the last on the
“Black Rock" (3) front nine (3)

25 Golf complex near Murcia in southern 17 Johnny ....... USPGA Champion in
Spain, for many years the European 1935 (7)
Tour School’s final qualifying venue 18 Fail to find one’s peg after driving (4,3)
(2,5) 19 Complete, like the perfect hole plug (6)

26 Ease the pressure on an opponent 21 The Dock Genus of weeds, eg. (L....
(3,2) Obtusifolius) (5)

27 Relative position of player A 22 Golf shot played low and with force (5)

Ideal tee shot (8.5)

Frank ...... Zoeller Jr o7 “Fuzzy”, the
1979 US Masters Champion is also in
town! (5)

(68,69,70) to player B (69,72,72) after
54 holes (3.5,5)

CL
1

N

UES DOWN

Venue of the 1994 USPGA
Championship ...... CC, Tulsa,
Oklahoma (8,5)

Synonym for “Marcelling” where grass

Solve the crossword puzzle and you could win either a
BIGGA blazer (worth £87.95) or £50 in cash! Send
completed entries to: Crossword Competition, Greenkeeper
International, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF.
Closing date April 25, 1994. First correct entry
drawn after the closing date will win the prize.
Photocopy your entry if you don’t want to cut
up your magazine.

This is the solution to last month's crossword.
Because of tight deadlines, the winner will be
announced next month, together with the win-
ner of the March competition.

Are these crosswords too hard, too easy or
Jjust right? We need to know — please drop
us a line.
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Desert island risks

When your golf course is
bounded by water on all sides,
bringing in even the most
fundamental supplies can be a
logistical nightmare...

he problem for Walter

McDonald is not what he
puts on his course or how he
spreads it, but how he gets it
there.

The King James VI Golf Club is
on an island in the middle of the
River Tay.

When Walter first came to the
course on Moncreiffe Island,
Perth, Scotland, a small boat was
used to ferry things across from
the mainland. “But that was
bloody dangerous,” says 56-year-
old Walter, who came to the
course 15 years ago.

The head greenkeeper at the
time loved his boat and used it to
transport fertiliser, top dressing
and beer (the essentials) to the
course.

One day the boat’s small out-

d are built

swamped with the wash from big ships coming in and out of Perth Harbour.

board engine packed in - and
there were no oars in the boat, so
the head greenkeper had to use
his hands to paddle the craft and
supplies ashore. “I thought, that’s
not for me,” said Walter. And
when he became head green-
keeper he got rid of the boat.
Walter uses the small foot-
bridge that runs alongside the
railway bridge. His three-man

team carry the essentials up the
steps and load them onto a four-
wheel buggy which was specially
made to fit on the footbridge.
Once across the river they can
throw the goods down to the
waiting tractor/trailer (or carry
them down, depending on how
fit they feel).

“There’s less chance of hurting
yourself carrying the barrels up

l'low the course wull look in May - with the hawthome bushos in flower. The 11th and 13th greens and 12th and

14th tees at the southern end of the pear-shaped i itside the flood bank and regularly get

the steps than lifting them in and
out of a rocking boat,” adds Wal-
ter who remembers stripping
down a Sisis Hydromain 14 13
years ago and carrying it over bit
by bit — wheels, chassis, engine...
In the summer they can drive a
small tractor/trailer (under 10-
ton) across the river at low tide.
There are concrete blocks set in
the riverbed at the narrowest

Super Mosstox is as effective on turf as
it Is on hard surfaces (and as gentle)

SUPERMOSSTOX s a liquid Mosskiller that
can be used on fine turf and hard surfaces,
wherever moss is a problem.

Controlling moss and spores, SUPER
MOSSTOX is easy to use, i
effective, yet kind to both
turf and hard surfaces,
such as synthetic sports
pitches, car parks or
stonework.

SUPER MOSSTOX may
be used at any time when
the conditions are moist.

@ RHONE-POULENC

Rhone Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CMS OHW Tel: 0277 301301 Fax: 0277 301119

SUPERMOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
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point from the north of the island
to a car park on the east bank of
the river. But it means careful
planning of deliveries.

“It’s all about arranging with
the contractor and getting them
to deliver at a certain time before
the tide comes in or just after the
tide’s gone out. If you have to
wait an hour you could be in big
trouble, especially if you've got
30-ton of sand in the car park on
the other side. You've really got
to get rid of it out of that car park
pretty sharp, although the town
understands our predicament,”
says Walter.

The path can be exposed for six

T
Uy

Walter McDonald faces up to his problem - how to get goods across the river from Perth

L

o (-

to eight hours but if high tide is
mid-day it means they can’t do
anything from 10am-2pm. The
path can be seen six months of
the year and sometimes in the
winter when heavy frost halts the
water higher up in the moun-
tains.

Just after the path had been
put in, and before it had time to
settle, King James VI club lost a
tractor off it — the engine was still
running when the path disap-
peared into a hole. Even Walter
couldn’t get it going — and he was
a mechanic in his pre-greenkeep-
ing days.

He worked for a construction

Our courses for Autumn 94 are:

(distance learning)

LMWO0O0
Econnneng

Cupar, Fife

PLAN FOR EDUCATION NOW!

. National Certificate in Greenkeeping
(Full/part-time)
J National Certificate in Greenkeeping Supervision

. Higher National Certificate/Diploma in Golf Course Management
(full-time/part-time/distance learning)

. A Range of Specialist Short Courses

Information and Advice: Carol Borthwick, Head of Greenkeeping Section
Tel: (0334) 52781 Fax: (0334) 56795

40 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1994

(2

company, “But I got sick of being
away from home and I'd not long
been married.”

His uncle was a greenkeeper at
Alyth and had offered Walter a
job before he became a mechanic.
It got him thinking about the pro-
fession when he was looking for
something else to do. Walter's
first greenkeeping post was as the
first full-time greenkeeper at
nine-hole Dunkeld. While there
he started going to college and
collecting his City and Guilds and
Scotvec qualifications.

He came to the 700-member
King James VI club as first assis-
tant, and after about a year got
the head greenkeeper’s job. He is
in charge of another qualified
greenkeeper (his first assistant), a
tractor man and an apprentice.

“Being a trained mechanic
comes in handy, very handy at
times,” says Walter.

Getting things to the course
will become easier next year
when another, wider footbridge is
erected (to take walkers to a new
picnic area on the island). Walter
believes he (and the allotment
gardeners with whom he shares
the island) will be able to drive a
compact tractor and trailer across
it.

This will make life much easier
for him when he receives his
deliveries of half a ton of fertiliser
in spring (1 1/2 a year), 80-100
ton of top dressing, and bunker

sand. They are turfing the bunker
faces at the moment and replac-
ing the quarry sand with yellow
sand (it’s what the club members
wanted). They have done about
14 of the course’s 30 greenside
bunkers at the moment, so more
sand will have to be brought in.

How to get these things to the
97-year-old, Tom Morris-
designed course is not the only
problem. The course has been
flooded twice in the last four
years. But it’s an ill wind... last
year’s flood washed away the
greenkeepers’ small wooden shed
— and now they have a new one,
built on higher ground. But they
had to bring all the upfill and
concrete over by hand. “We were
days on end bringing that stuff
over,” remembers Walter.

EQUIPMENT AT
KING JAMES VI

FORD 2120 4x4

FORD 1900 2x4

SISIS HYDROMAIN 25

LESCO GREENS TRIPLE

RANSOMES 180 FOR

TEES

1 SAXON TRIPLE

3 RANSOMES AUTO
CERTES

1 VERTIDRAIN

1 SET 5 ROCRAFT PTO

GANGS

SET 5 RANSOMES MAGNA
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It cleans up the tough spots

NEW 2653 PROFESSIONAL UTILITY MOWER

Every course has them. The
spots that are tough to get to.
Tough to mow. Spots where
the new John Deere 2653 Pro-
fessional Utility Mower shines.

A unique combination of
hydraulic reel drive, exceptional
climbing ability, and 26-inch
cutting units allows the 2653 to
precisely mow where others
can't.

Powered by a liquid-cooled
18-hp (13.4 kW) engine, the 2653
has the power to work through
wet, lush, or long grass - plus the
ground hugging ability to deliver
a quality cut over undulating
terrain.

In addition, the 2653 features
the same John Deere reel
technology used in our 30-inch
ESP cutting units. Reels and
bedknives are made of induction-
hardened high-impact steel for

Hydraulic reel drive and John Deere 26-inch
cutting units allow the new 2653 to power
through tough conditions as well as precisely
follow ground contours.

longer life. Height adjustments
are locked in with a simple
system designed to hold true
through the bumps and shocks
of everyday use. You don't find
cutting units any better than
these.

For the name of your nearest
distributor, or free literature,
call 0949 863299. Or write to
John Deere Ltd., Langar, Notting-
ham, NG 13 9HT.

NOTHING RUNS
LIKE A DEERE
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REF
103

C64 E



Vi

W e Lz .
8 L4 43 !‘ ] 1\ 1“1“
KUBOTA - T e ol RN f it
a0 1% - .

TESTED:

Lamborghini Runner 350
Antonio Carraro 3800
Massey Ferguson 1260
Kubota B2150HST

John Deere 1070

Ford New Holland 2120

TR R —_

STRENGTHEN




COMPACT TRACTORS

hen the time comes to

replace or buy a new trac-
tor, price is not the only consider-
ation. Many courses buy their
greenkeeping plant on a lease
purchase deal, a sort of hire pur-
chase and the real price is what it
costs over a four year period.

The money side is of course
important but suitability, size,
weight and whether it will fit in
with existing equipment are all
part of the equation. Also, the
dealer network is an important
consideration: it’s not much good
having the finest tractor modern
industry can offer, if it can’t be
mended and spares are a week
away.

To assess the current crop of
30-40hp compact tractors we
invited a few down to The Weald
of Kent Golf Club at Headcorn
near Maidstone. The six that took
up the challenge were put
through their paces by John
Millen, Weald’s course manager,
(not an unknown character in
greenkeeping  circles)  who
headed the judging team. Others

on the team were
Peter Gee, course manager of the
Ridge Golf Club at East Sutton,
Weald’s first assistant Martin
Mewett and also from Weald,
craftsman greenkeeper Colin
Judge
John concentrated on looking
into each tractor’s daily servicing
characteristics. Whether the dip
stick was easy to reach or a fight
to remove or replace, if you were
able to remove and replace the
bodywork around the engine
without removing any skin. Also
position of the battery and if you
slipped a disc or received a hernia
taking it out for maintenance. All
these things can make or break
the tractor and the staff who have
to operate it. The team did find
that the more ‘compact’ a tractor

more difficult it is to service and
operate.

The rest of the team were out
driving the machines and seeing
how they coped with the equip-
ment and the tasks set for them.

John and his team
found the engineering
standards of all the
tractors present at the
Weald were very high
that day. If we were to
award marks to the
tractors then all six
would be between 8 and
9 out of ten. The good
was excellent and the
bad was still very good.

TESTERS:

from left, Colin Judge,
Martin Mewett, John
Millen and Peter Gee

The general consensus was that
in the golf greenkeeping world
the compact tractor has a big part
to play in the everyday upkeep of
a golf course. It does not have to
be a very compact tractor though,
the two smaller tractors would be
very welcome on a fruit farm or a
vine yard. On a golf course how-
ever, lack of space is not a prob-
lem, there is very little need to
buy a tractor where the operator
is going to be uncomfortable.

your WORKFORCE

All year round, the Kubota workforce takes the rough with the smooth.
All over the course, Kubota has a proven product with a choice of

horsepower and the right features for every application.

Turf pattern tyres and tunnel construction cylinder blocks to ensure that

the precious turf remains in perfect condition.

The single pedal manoeuvrability of hydrostatic transmission is
enhanced by Four Wheel Steer and Bi-Speed Turn for tighter turns round

obstacles and obstructions.

And a range of perfectly matched attachments make it more than just
versatile: the workforce will cut grass, pull gangs, maintain greens and

bunkers, and drain, spread and spray.

You can recruit the Kubota workforce using a special flexible finance

plan that allows you to pay according to your cashflow.

With one of the strongest customer support resources in the country

and an extensive dealer network you'll be

better equipped and better off.

Kybhntg

You're better off with a Kubota

B1750 HST

Gl. 494
For all the facts about ~ NAME COMPANY R
the stronger than ever o occo -
Kubota workforce,
cut the coupon. POSTCODE . ;- SIS (RN

3 REF
sl Kubota (UK) Limited, Dormer Road, Thame, Oxon, OX9 3UN. Tel 084421- 4500 Fax 084421-6685 &




Whether you are a weekend gardener, a

groundkeeper or nurseryman, there's a

range of Ford Ride-ons, Commercial

Teodbec ]
el

Mouwers or Compact Tractors to meet

your individual needs. Simple mowing

tasks, transport, cultivating and

excavation — Take a look at Ford!

TR
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The FORD Range of

Compact Tractors,
If you would like further information on the complete range of Ford Compact Tractors, commerCiaI Front Mowers &
Commercial Front Mowers and Lawn and Garden Tractors, complete the form and return it to:
Peter Bray, Room 32/313, New Holland Ford Limited, Cranes Farm Road, Lawn and Garden Tractors

Basildon, Essex SS14 3AD

FORD

| NEW HOLLAND |




COMPACT TRACTORS

COMPARED

lesters
give their
verdicts

MASSEY FERGUSON 1260
£14,250

John Millen liked the layout of
the Massey Ferguson engine for
daily servicing, dip stick, battery
and oil filler were all in sensible
places and cause no-one any diffi-
culty.

The drivers found the tractor
very easy to operate even though
it was the first time any of them
had driven it. All the controls
were in the right place and were
easy to find. They were very
impressed with the PTO start up,
it took up the strain of whatever
it was driving in three stages,
there was no snatching and no
appreciable loss of engine revs.
The company call this a high
inertia input.

When using the three point
linkage the operators found it
smooth and positive and gave
them a lot of confidence in the
system. The team felt well in con-
trol using a Dabro top dresser,
the PTO transmitted plenty of
power and the fitting, gear

changing, steering and smooth-
ness

of opera-
tion gave
them no complaints at all. This
was also the case with the articu-
lator and the two tonne trailer.
When driving along a bank the
Massey is fitted with very useful
handles on the rear mudguard

giving the driver the comfort of

being able to hold on to some-
thing solid to keep him upright. A
couple of niggles were that there
was no handbrake warning light.
There was limited space for the
driver’s feet making him keep
them in the same place for a long
time. The operators found that
they could knock the shuttle gear
lever out with their knee because
it was too near the steering col-
umn.

Massey Ferguson
specifications and

performance

ENGINE HORSEPOWER: 35 Din
hp

MAX TORQUE: 111Nm @ 1600
rpm

PTO HORSEPOWER: 31hp @
2500 rpm

ENGINE TYPE: Turbo Diesel, ind

injection

NUMBER OF

CYLINDERS: 3
BORE/STROKE/CAPACITY:
86/86mm /1498cc
TRANSMISSION: 16F/16R
synchro. mech shuttle Speeds
(forward) 0.8-16.2 mph Speeds
(reverse) 0.46-15.3 mph
CLUTCH TYPE: Split torque
POWER TAKE OFF: Rear
Independent 540-1000 rpm 6
spline

SAE 1 3/8 dia. shaft

WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS
Weight 28111Ibs 1275kgs Overall
length 121”7 3075mm Minimum
width turf model 57.6” 1463mm
Height, over ROPS turf model
83.8” 2130mm Turning radius
less brakes 110.2” 2800mm
Ground clearance 12.8” 325mm
Wheelbase 66.9” 1700mm
CAPACITIES: Fuel tank 6.6
gallons 30 litres

OPTIONAL EXTRAS: Front
weights, safety cab, additional
spool valves.

KUBOTA B2150HST
£13,475

John felt the position-
ing of the main serving
items could be a bit
better, access to the dip
stick, oil filler and the
battery was awkward.
The drivers found the
clutch a little fierce and
it was impossible to pull
away smoothly, could be
an adjustment problem.
The PTO, came out of
drive more than once and
the engine had to be
turned off to put it back
in, again adjustment
would probably put this
right.
Very little marking was
caused by the Kubota with
the steering being easy to
use. The gears did not have

Kubota B2150HST

Massey Ferguson 1260

a good range

and there was no creep gear. A
problem also, the three point
linkage arms would not go low
enough.

Pulling and stopping the trailer
was no problem to the B2150st,
the operators felt most confident
driving along the banks with the
mower and the top dresser also
gave them no problems.

All in all the team of judges felt
that the Kubota B2150hst was a
little dated in design and the
example they had to test was a
little out of adjustment. But it is a
good and reliable tractor and did
all that was asked of it.

Kubota B2150HST
specifications and
performance

ENGINE HORSEPOWER: 24HP
@ 2600rpm

MAX TORQUE: 60Nm @
1700rpm

PTO HORSEPOWER: 18hp @
2600rpm

ENGINE TYPE: Diesel 4 cycle
water cooled

NUMBER OF CYLINDERS: 4
CAPACITY: 1237cc
TRANSMISSION: Hydrostatic
Speeds (forward) Low, 4.95 Med,
10.2 High, 19.6k Speeds
(reverse) low, 4.05 Med, 8.39
High, 16.2k

POWER TAKE OFF: Rear @
engine speed 2408rpm 1st
540rpm, 2nd 748rpm Mid @
engine speed 2408rpm 1st
1701rpm, 2nd 2355rpm
WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS
Weight 835Kgs Overall length
2780mm Minimum width turf
model 1365mm Height, over
ROPS turf model 229mm
Turning radius less brakes
2300mm

Ground clearance 235mm
Wheelbase 1600mm
CAPACITIES: Fuel tank 28ltrs
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COMPACT TRACTORS

COMPARED

JOHN DEERE 1070

£12,919

Most of our panel felt that the
John Deere 1070 was just, and
only just, pipped at the post by
the Massey Ferguson as their
favourite tractor in the test. John
found the daily servicing layout
was very good with the side pan-
els easy to remove and replace.

Local firm, Drake and Fletcher,
supplied the 1070 in a very high
order and our judges found the
machine just as polished in its
performance as was its paint-
work.

The driver/testers found a
good range of gears in the 1070,
18 forward and 6 reverse includ-
ing creep. The working platform
is uncluttered with all the con-
trols colour coded making for
very smooth operation. Like on
other machines, the handles on
top of the rear mudguards give
the driver something to hold onto
when operating on banks.

The brakes were found to be
good as were the 1070’s abilities

in mowing, towing the
trailer and carting about
the top dresser. The
operator found that the
1070 was very kind to
the grass’s surface and
was able to drive across
the greens with com-
plete confidence.

It was a very com-
fortable and easy to
drive machine and it
should not be forgot-
ten that it cost £1200 or
so less than the Massey.
John Deere 1070
specifications and
performance
ENGINE HORSEPOWER: 38.5hp
@ 2600rpm
MAX TORQUE: 105Nm PTO
HORSEPOWER: 35hp
ENGINE TYPE: Diesel
NUMBER OF CYLINDERS: 3
BORE/STROKE/CAPACITY:
84mm/86mm 1906cc
TRANSMISSION: Speeds
(forward) 18; Speeds (reverse) 6
CLUTCH TYPE: Dual Stage Dry

Clutch

POWER TAKE OFF: Rear Live

continuous

WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS
Weight 1481Kg (approx)
Overall length 3128mm
Minimum width turf model
1845mm

Height, over ROPS turf model
2088mm

Turning radius less brakes
3000mm

Ground clearance 309mm
Wheelbase 1750mm
CAPACITIES: Fuel tank 40 litres

John Deere 1070

LAMBORGHINI RUNNER 350
£11,200

Out of the six tractors in the test,
the 350 was the second smallest.
Bearing a name that conjures up
thoughts of a wvastly different
vehicle, the reality is a rather
attractive looking machine.

John found the dip stick awk-
ward to extract and replace and
the batteries are a problem to fill,
remove and reconnect. To fill
with oil requires a funnel, a small
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DESIGNED FOR THE 90s

Slitters/aerators from

M Easy choice - 2 models (4ft and 6ft) with
working depths to 8in (20cm).

M Staggered 8mm (standard) or 5mm
triangular shaped blades on big diameter
rotor - maximum underground disturbance,
minimum surface disturbance.

B Tough box section frame - strength with

light weight.

W Weight transfer system - optimum

penetration.

M Parking stand - easy one-man coupling
and un-coupling. Optional rear roller -

for a smooth finish.

All the professional needs in a
tough, reliable, easy to use slitterlaerator

-\

Amazone Ground Care - A division of Amazone Ltd.

Administration Centre
Rowse, Pillaton, Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6QU. Tel: (0579) 51155, Fax: (0579) 51057.

Sales, Service and Parts Centre:
eluLar L3 Cuckoo Copse, Lambourn Woodlands, Newbury,
GROUND CARE  Berkshire RG16 7T). Tel: (0488) 73722, Fax: (0488) 72698.
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THE RAKES PROGRESS

It's nearly 35 years since the first SISIS Rotorake with contra-rotating
reel was patented and “took the ache out of raking”.

SISIS have come a long way since then and now have a range of
eleven scarifiers for both fine and outfield turf - independently powered
or tractor drawn. The new Fibagroom sweeps and collects as well.

All SISIS moc

Send for fully illustrated leaflets to: i
SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD:, Hurdsfield, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 2LZ. Tel: 0625-503030 Fax: 427426 AD
SISIS Centre In Scotland: The Roundel, Middlefield Ind. Estate, Falkirk FK2 9HG. Tel: 0324-629635 Fax: 0324-632894 REF

SISIS Centre In USA. SISIS Inc, Florida
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COMPACT TRACTORS

COMPARED

item until you can'’t find the fun-
nel. The body work also came in
for criticism, John thought the
bonnet lid was too lightweight,
also the side panels were trouble-
some to replace.

The test drivers found the Lam-
borghini had plenty of power but
the steering was heavy and it
marked the surface a little when
turning, the marking was not too
severe but it was noticeable.
Gears were a good point with a
good range and they were easy to
shift. The two speed PTO had a
good selection and was simple to
engage. Our judges were not too
impressed with the working plat-
form, it was a little tight and as
with all ‘compact’ compacts it was
hard to get on and off.

Driving on the banks didn’t
instil much confidence, it was too
light for the two tonne trailer and
the brakes were poor under
strain. The team found the top
dresser difficult to fit, the three
point linkage was too close to the
tractor and they thought that
some implements would lack

clearance.

The problem with
these very compact
tractors is that to get
them so small the
designer has no
choice but to com-
promise on certain
aspects on the
design and things.
Lamborghini
Runner 350
specifications
and
performance
ENGINE HORSEPOWER: 33hp
Din @ 3000rpm
MAX TORQUE: 84.5Nm
PTO HORSEPOWER: 31hp Din
ENGINE TYPE: Diesel
NUMBER OF CYLINDERS: 4
BORE/STROKE/CAPACITY:
78mm/78mm 1490cc
TRANSMISSION: Speeds
(forward) Min 0.42 - 14.93 mph
Speeds (reverse) Min 0.42 -
14.93 mph
CLUTCH TYPE: Organic
POWER TAKE OFF: Rear 2 speed
540/1000 Mid Optional 1000rpm

Front Optional
1000rpm WEIGHTS AND
DIMENSIONS Weight 1030Kg
Overall length 2860mm
Minimum width turf model
1275mm Height, over ROPS turf
model Turning radius less brakes
2800mm Ground Clearance
305mm Wheelbase 1630mm
CAPACITIES: Fuel tank 29 litres

ANTONIO CARRARO 3800
£12,500

As with all small compacts John
found the Carraro difficult to get

Lamborghini Runner 350

to the dip stick, battery and oil
filler, there is a trade off for being
small and this is a fact of life.

The Antonio Carraro is unique
in this line up being the only one
with a cab and the only one capa-
ble of having the driving seat
reversed. Cabs were found to be a
double edged sword, on the one
hand you are protected from the
elements but you knock your
elbows getting in and out. A cab
on a larger tractor would proba-

”

1 BILTON IND. ESTATE, LOVELACE RD, BRACKNELL
BERKS RG12 8YT. TEL: 0344 862111

A 7% Yourns an Obstacle Cowre?
Wallen makes Rengs Rownd Othen Z.7.R. 2

If the course you care for has young tree plantings in the semi-rough, amenity lawns around the
clubhouse and a leaf collection problem half the year — PLEASE DON'T BUY ANOTHER MOWER BEFORE

YOU’VE HAD THE LOAN OF A WALKER FOR A WEEK, ..... with neither charge nor obligation.

THE BRILLIANT 16.5 h.p. Diesel Walker:

IB MOWS to cylinder standard.

COLLECTS mowings, litter or leaves.

OR MULCHES to a very clean finish.
DUMPS into trailer, or behind the rhodo’s.
TURNS in its own modest length.
REVERSES at the flex of a finger.

SAVES time, money and tempers.
DIGNIFIES your greenkeeping staff.
JUSTIFIES subscriptions and green fees.

LASTS much too long.

| Alternative, interchangeable, workheads for 54" side
| discharge, 42" Mulching or 42" Rear collection.

Just phone to book your trial week (ask for Roy or lan).

<
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bly not be
such a problem.

The Carraro’s engine power
was good, if a little noisy but the
PTO couldn’t cope with the long
grass. It wasn’t big enough to tow
the two tonne trailer but made
good work towing the course’s
large roller, even on wet grass the
four wheel drive had excellent
grip. The Carraro’s unique ability
to pivot around its centre allows
the wheels to exert an even trac-
tion on 1neven ground.

Marking was a bit of a problem
but with larger turf tyres this
would be minimised. The driver
found he lacked confidence on
the banks, this was probably due
to the tractor’s small size and nar-
rowness and the driver being
used to larger machines.

The team found using the top
dresser awkward with the three
point linkage having a poorly
designed top link, they had to use
the one that belonged to the Kub-
ota. Our judges found that even
with a cab the visibility was good,
getting on and off poor and the
platform cramped with comfort
on the poor side. The reversible
driving position was a benefit but
maybe the Carraro would be more
at home in agricultural circles.
Antonia Carraro 3800
specifications and
performance
ENGINE HORSEPOWER: 36hp
MAX TORQUE: 99Nm @
2100rpm
PTO HORSEPOWER: 22.5hp
ENGINE TYPE: Diesel
NUMBER OF CYLINDERS: 3
CAPACITY: 1551ce
TRANSMISSION: Speeds
(forward) Speeds (reverse)
CLUTCH TYPE: Single Dry Plate
POWER TAKE OFF: Two speed
540/1000rpm
WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS
Weight 1260Kg Overall length
2955mm Minimum width turf
model 1380mm Height, over
ROPS turf model 1990mm
Turning radius less brakes
Ground clearance 180mm
Wheelbase 1250mm

Antonio Carraro 3800

CAPACITIES: Fuel tank 30
Litres

FORD NEW HOLLAND 2120
£14,686

Like the Massey and John Deere,
this was also a much liked trac-
tor, probably because it was a
tractor-shaped tractor and the
team certainly admired its good
looks. John found that the daily
servicing was not so convenient
as the Massey and the John Deere
but still could be described as
good and you didn’t require a
funnel to pour oil in from a jug.

The drivers found the gears
crunched a bit and thought it
may need adjustment. To operate
the PTO you had to use the clutch
and it was ‘clonky’ and rough to
use. They liked the working plat-
form.

Marking was well within limits
but more than the Massey Fergu-
son. Turning and steering was
light and positive. The drivers felt
that the 2120 was a little unsta-
ble on the banks but thought this
was because they were not used
to this model. Stopping the trailer
was well within the powers of the
Ford’s brakes. There was plenty
of power in all departments and
the mower was taken well in the
tractor’s stride. Connecting up the
equipment was easier than the
Massey or the John Deere.

Getting on and off the 2120
was easy and without the driver
banging his head or knocking his
elbows. All in all the Ford was
found to be a good all round per-
former with excellent visibility
and comfortable in use.

Ford New Holland 2120
specifications and
performance

ENGINE HORSEPOWER: 41.3hp
MAX TORQUE: (Nm/rpm) 136.2
@ 1800

PTO HORSEPOWER: 38.5hp
ENGINE TYPE: Diesel

NUMBER OF CYLINDERS: 4

@ Continued on Page 51
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RUFFORD.

NOW THE
COMPLETE RANGE

The choice of the
professionals

TOP-DRESSINGS

Super 1742- A dressing
dominated by the
medium sand fraction
No. 1~ Mecfium/Fine
Dressing from our famous
Nucks Wood Quarry.

Free draining lime
free sands for Top
Dressings.
Bunkers, Drainage
and Winter Sports

grade Dressing for cost
effective appiications.

No.2- Medium/Fine Pitches.
Dressing from our
Wamnglﬂon Quarty Sand suitable for
No3-A Cowser Grase | USGA putting
Dressing from out green
gton Quarty. th
Budget mix- Coarse

ROOT
ZONE MIX

Can meet USGA
Specification,
standard and

individual mixes
avallable for
construction/

reconstruction of Golf

Greens and Tees.

Consistency of
materials and unique
delivery service
guaranteed

SCREENED
SOIL

Screened and
shredded, this soil is
ideal for all
Construction
Divoting and
Maintenance work
It is of Quarry origin
and has guaranteed
consistent quality

DIVOT MIX
Especially
blended for Golf
Tees and Fairway
Divoting.
Also Avallable
Peats
Top Dressing
Covers
Gravels
Turf

"l'he success of
keeping your Golf
Course or Sports
Ground in top
condition depends on
you among other
things buying top
quality products.
All Rufford Products
are produced from our
own Quarries with no
need to import Sand or
Soils. All have been
approved by leading
agronomists and Soil

Ruftor

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

X

TURRLY
)

\ o=

Scientists. Consistency
of quality and our vast
reserves enable you to
purchase with total

confidence.

You are invited to visit
our Quarries to judge
for yourself. Quite a
number of course
Managers and
Agronomists have
already done so and
we would like to think
they were just a little
impressed.

All enquiries:-

061 877 8550

Fairway House, South Stage, Broadway,
Salford Quays, Manchester, M5 2UQ
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EAST SCOTLAND
POWERSHIFT

Dundee

0382 24152

WEST
SCOTLAND
NAIRN BROWN
(Glasgow) LTD
Glasgow

041 644 3563

NORTHERN
ENGLAND
GIBSONS GARDEN
MACHINERY LIMITED
Kirkham

0772 682516

FEWSTER AGRIC
SERVICES LIMITED
Seaton Burn

091 236 4155

F R SHARROCK
LIMITE

Wigan

0257 422710

INS MOWERS

MACHINERY
Beverley
0482 869155

MIDLANDS
GROUNDCARE

Lincoln

MOTRAC
Nesscliffe
0 1528

iRASSCARE
Stratford upon Avon
0789 204073

WOODLANDS
BRIGSTOCK LIMITED
Kettering

0536 373238

EAST ANGLIA
BEN BURGESS
GARDEN EQUIPMENT
LIMITED

Norwich

0603 628251

S EASTERN
“TORS LIMITED
Chelmsford
0245 256281

S EASTERN
ORS LIMITED

Woodbridge

0394 382801

GRASSHOPPER
HORT. LIMITED
Chelmsford
0245 362377

ERNEST DOE & SONS

GOLF AND TURF
EQUIPMENT

RISBORO TURK
LIMITED
Princes
Risborough

0844 274127

BY APPOINTMENT TO H.M. THE OUEEN
MANUFACTURERS OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY
HAYTERS PLC

drtldl C

THE PROFESSIONALS' NUMBER ONE CHOICE

(3 ;ruly way out in front, the

T44 is the self-propelled
gang mower. The only
choice you need to make is
10" fixed or 8" floating

heads with 6,8 or 10 knives.

Ample power, advanced
controls, weight transfer,

four-wheel drive and
differential lock combine

to make this machine your
perfect playing partner.

To proceed further in your
quest for perfection, call
your dealer today for full
details and a demonstration.

Hayters PLC, Spellbrook, Bishop's Stortford, Herts CM23 4BU  Telephone: (0279) 600919 Facsimile: (0279) 600338

S W ENGLAND
ROCHFORD
GARDEN
MACHINERY LTD
Wincanton

0963 33713

DEVON GARDEN
MACHINERY
LIMITED

Torquay

0803 872124

G ] HANDY
& CO LIMITED

RON SMITH

AND CO LIMITED
Worcester

0905 23887

HENNINGS
HORTICULTURAL LTD
Falmouth

0326 250020

LONDON
& SOUTHERN

Basingstoke
0734 326484

Dartford
0322 863285

NEW FOREST FARM
IINERY LIMITED

NORTH WALES
MAJOR R OWEN
LIMITED

SOUTH WALES
PRO TURF
Carmarthen

0267 233648

TED HOPKINS
Newport
0633 680754

NORTHERN
IRELAND
CYRIL JOHNSTON
AND CO LIMITED
Belfast

0232813121

SOUTHERN
IRELAND
DUBLIN GRASS
MACHINERY
Dublin

010 353 1 386995

J WTOOL SERVICES
LIMITED

Galway

010 353 91755321

JOHN O'FLYNN

A SON LIMITED
Cork

010353 21314088

CHANNEL
ISLANDS
TONY MAHY
Guernsey

Q481 45468




reanen vz |- ROLLER MOWER
BEATS THE GANG

THE MAJOR
g5mm, 100mm, 2269¢: | Antone Canaro By Foad, GROUNDSMAN
ward)h Specds (revers) 8. ton 0757 210007 ROLLERMOWERS

CLUTCH TYPE: Dual. Live PTO Lamborghini — Barby Road, Barby, . :
POWER TAKE OFF: Rear 2 Speed near Rugby, Warwickshire W No V-belts — fully ggar driven M |deal for parks, ameplty areas,
540/750rpm CV23 8TD tel: 0788 891446 through shock absorbing golf courses, playing pitches and
WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS John Deere Ltd — Harby Road, couplings sports grounds
Weight 1750 without cab Langar, Nottingham NG 13 9HT m Opposite rotating blade W Various sizes available
Overall length 3485mm Mini- tel: 0949 60491 eliminates any windrowing and W Patented easy skid adjustment
mum width turf model 2.3Mtrs New Holland Ford Ltd - Cranes evenly spreads cutting W 3" blade overlap
Height, over ROPS turf model erm Road, Basiidon, Eseex m Cutting heights from 1/2"~4" W Full width rollers front & rear
Turning radius less brakes SS14 3AD tel: 0268 533000
3230mm Ground clearance Kubota (UK) Ltd — Dormer Road, %
356mm Wheelbase 1900mm Thame, Oxon OX9 3UN MAJ"" O o
CAPACITIES: Fuel tank 42Ltrs. tel: 0844 214500

Massey Ferguson (UK) Ltd - Stare- MAJOR EQUIPMENT LTD.,
B Our thanks to manufacturers ton, near Kenilworth, Warwickshire Units 8/9 Ca'd.?.’e}"agggzsfé%ﬁﬁd‘sf:?*:B(’(?)‘g'gz') *A“Sdgquz'ie'd HDS ORX l::r

and dealers for loaning the tractors.  CV8 2LJ tel: 0203 531000. o

Supertox 30 dismisses over 22 different turf weeds

SUPERTOX 30 is the U.K.'s number one selective turf herbicide with an established reputation
for rehable broad-spectrum weed control.
SUPERTOX 30 may be used on all established turf types, and a flexible dosage
allows you to choose the most effective rate for your weed problem. It's available ina
5 litre Tip 'n Pour container or a 25 litre drum.
CDA SUPERTOX 30 has been formulated for use through the LANCELOT
Controlled Droplet Applicator. With no water to add and no mixing, weeds are
dismissed with ease.

S 4P RHONE-POULENC

Rhone-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Tel: 0277 301301 Fax: 0277 301119

SUPERTOX 30 & CDA SUPERTOX 30 CONTAIN 2, 4-D AND MECOPROP. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.  aer

59
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It’s time for the programmed approach

to disease control in turf.

‘Greenshield’ is the ideal
product for use when the
turf is growing strongly, as
the combination of the
contact chlorothalonil
and the systemic
carbendazim controls

disease for up to six weeks.

‘Greenshield’ is
recommended for all turf
areas and should be
applied any time during
the year when there is
active grass growth.
Dependent upon the
season this will be

any time from late
March through to late
September.

‘Daconil’ Turf is one of
the most popular contact
fungicides on the market

with a well proven track
AND

record for turf disease

control during the cooler,

slow growing months.

ey Chlorothalonils’ multi-site

The best possible partnership activity means fungal
to maintain disease-free turf. disease resistance has
Two fungicides giving broad never been a threat,
spectrum disease control making ‘Daconil” Turf the
including Fusarium Patch, ideal cornerstone for any
Anthracnose, Dollar Spot and Red chemical programme.
Thread with safety to the grass. Empty containers of both

products can be collected

ZEN EC A and disposed of FREE OF

- CHARGE using the Zeneca
Professional Products service on (0345) 125398.

Fernhurst, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 3JE.
Telephone (0428) 645454

FORMERLY @ Professional Products

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. ‘Daconil' Turf contains chiorothalonil. ‘Greanshield' contains chlorothalonil and carbendazim. Daconil 2787 and Greenshield are registered trade marks of ISK Biotech Corporation.



ired of listening to complaints that the greens

are bumpy this spring? That there seems to be a

lot of disease about this autumn? It's only a

case of what the medical profession term
“golfer's amnesia” flaring up again.

The greens are always bumpy in the spring, it's the
variable growth rates of the different grasses you know.
The greens are always scarred in the autumn, being
annual meadow-grass and the weather favouring fusar-
ium there ain’t much | can do about it, guv. In one ear
and out of the other. You can put money on the same
moans coming at exactly the same time of year. Has the
golfing boom brought a plethora of unenlightened
golfers onto our courses or do they just like raising the
greenkeeper's hackles?

It may come as no surprise to learn that the golfing
fraternity has always had its benighted element and
although the contents of this article may do nothing to
lighten the load when the annual tirade is upon you, it
may at least prove of some comfort that your forebears
suffered just as much.

The history of golf is littered with little gems of banal-
ity, focused not just on course condition and the sup-
posed incompetence of the greenkeeper but on every
aspect of the game. The written word is a major source
of such platitudes with no better source than the
renowned golf journalist, Bernard Darwin, a good golfer
in his day too.

Although any reference to the condition of golf
courses by golfers has to be taken with some caution,
the descriptions from Darwin do give some indication of
how golf course maintenance and presentatiion has
improved over the years. During the 1890s Darwin
received a letter from his father who had been visiting
some links, other than his home course, where “the lies
are so good that | think a professional could take his

TALKING
HEADS

Heard it before?

Blaming greenkeepers and the
state of the course for a bad round
is one of the oldest excuses in the
book, says Steve Isaac, the STRI's

Scottish regional agronomist

driver anywhere."
The insistence on the quality of lies was considered a
mute point by Darwin who was writing in the 1930s
when a good lie was regarded as a right. In an article on
St Andrews, written in 1934, he remembers a time long
past when one remarked “I've got a good lie", whereas
by that era of high-tech maintenance equipment one
only commented on a bad lie! Times have obviously
changed little since the 1930s in this respect, though
with much busier courses complaints of a poor lie may
be more frequently heard, particularly where, as seems
increasingly the case, poor golfing etiquette is commonplace.
From the same era it is reported that a distinguished
professional, whilst playing in a tournament on a well
known links, remarked that he could not see which was
fairway and which was putting green. The comment was
intended as criticism that the green was not distinct
from its surrounds but Darwin praised the fine texture
and naturalness of the links turf that caused the fairway
to melt into the green. The attitude of the professional

would, | am sure, be mirrored by the majority of today's
golfers, whatever their standard of play If everything
isn’t in a contrasting stripe and clearly defined from
rough, through semi, fairway, surround and fringe
before one sees the green then there is something seri-
ously amiss with the man looking after the course. If
only we could follow Darwin's example, especially on
links and heathland courses where nature has carved
out the golfing territory, then the golf course would be a
much more environmentally friendly character, and far
easier to maintain.

Support for this view comes from a rather unex-
pected source, the top American professional Bobby
Jones who in 1926 compared the heavily watered
American greens and artificial American courses to the
naturalness of the British links with greens “watered
only from the skies”. Jones stressed the variable condi-
tions of the links which “afford ample opportunity for
the display of any strategic talent we may possess, and
preserve in the most human of games that fascinating
personal element which is its chief attraction.”

Golfers of the present day would do well to heed
these words before they throw the next tirade at the
greenkeeper. There does seem to be far more emphasis
these days on producing golf courses that favour the
less-skilled golfer, holding greens and no impediment to
a good lie and stance even into the semi rough, than
encouraging the player to improve his game so that he
can adapt to prevailing conditions. Yet, it has been
known for professionals to make adverse comment on
the condition of a true links that is in, by most accounts,
good order. Darwin noted a distinguished professional
of the era excusing his poor performance in the Open
Championship with the quip “I can't play on these
beastly seaside courses.” One might dismiss the quote
as misguided rancour Continued on Page 62

@ Meets current Health and Safety
regulations ¥ _

@ Mounted/trailed/demountable units

@ Choice of tank sizes 200-1500 Itr

O Choice of boom width 4m-12m with
optional 3m walk boom

—CGINT D IY’s the results that count. ..
Contact the experts NOW on 0455 233811
HARDI LTD - 4/5 WATLING CLOSE - SKETCHLEY MEADOWS - HINCKLEY - LEICS LE10 3EX - TEL 0455 233811 - FAX 0455 233815
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GOLF
MAINTENANCE
LIMITED

(a member of the golf leisure group)

0277 373720

The Golf Course
Maintenance People

Free Colour Brochure Supplied on Request
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buyers Guide

AERATORS

Problems with dirty water or algae
bloom? Let Otterbine clean-up your
lakes and ponds.

The world leader in water quality
management.

Available from leading irrigation
companies. Full details from:

Goly Coutse Sesvices

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough LE16 9PQ
Tel: 0858 463153 ¢ Fax: 0858 410085

PSD AGRONOMY LTD

A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY
SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB
and GREENKEEPER

Contract Mai nt of
Extensions and New Courses

+ Site Management and Problem
Diagnosis on Existing Courses

« Technical Advice and Support
all year round

« Soil and Turf Analysis

For turther information contact.
David Stansfield or John Hacker
42 Garstang Road, Preston PR1 1NA
Tel: (0772) 884450 Fax: 884445

All Weather Walkways

ALL WEATHER
WALKWAYS

Limit turf damage with a
natural woodfibre walkway.

* Free draining

Soft and quiet tread
Engineered particle size
Blends into the landscape
Expert construction advice

Dormit—

For further information
please call us on
Cirencester (0285) 860781/2

Animal Repellents

EXIRWAYS

DISCREET CONTROL

CONSULTANCY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & TRAINING

Kabbits & Mobes . .
Our preobtem /

SPRINGER HOUSE * WINDMILL LANE
KEMBLE + CIRENCESTER GLOS + GL7 6AN

TEL:0285 770919
FAX: 0285 770910

SCUTTLE"

ANIMAL REPELLENT
Up to ten weeks protection from
browsing by rabbits from a single,
effective spray application.
For product leaflet and the name
of your nearest d|stnbutor call

= 0734 510033 5

Fax: 0734 510044

® Fine Agrochemicals Lid , Worcester
"

International!

All you have to do is take a look at this £50 note
symbol. Now look through the ads in the Buyers’
Guide section and spot THREE of them - they've been
reduced in size, but they’re there, somewhere!

YOU’RE ONTO A WINNER WITH

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL

Find three tiny £50 notes
— win a real one, for free!

HERE WE GO with another chance to WIN £50 with Greenkeeper

( £50_

Write down the names of the three ads where the £50 notes

are located and send your entries on a postcard to: Note the Notes
Competition, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York, North
Yorkshire Y06 2NF, to be received by first post Monday, April 25,
1994. The first correct entry drawn after that date will win £50.
It could be YOU! Enter today — and Note the Notes!

Judges’ decision is final. Not open to BIGGA staff.

* John Burgess of Chalgrove Manor Golf Club was
the winner of our March competition. He noted

the notes - and now he’s £50 better off. Start looking
NOW and it could be YOUR TURN for success next

Arboriculture

Tl « Tree Spade Hire
C C?( ¢ Semi Mature
oy Trees supplied
; e Mulmes
supp
0W Ring for colour
brochures
Iver, Bucks, SLO 9LA
Tel 0753 652022
Fax 0753 653007

JONATHAN
GAUNT

B.A. (Hons.) Dip L.A.
GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT

From feasibility studies to complete

design projects including contract

supervision
40C NORWICH ROAD FOREST GATE
LONDON E7 9JH

TEL: 081 555 8577 FAX: 081 519 6163

Associate of the British Institute of Golf Course Architects

o it 5 o
UNIT 25, COWLING HIL:}

COWLING BROW

CHORLEY
LANCASHIRE PR6 0QG ‘

Tel: 0257 269983/269069
Fax: 0257 261064

§ ¢ VERDE TEE FRAME
t Steel platform, woven grass top

¥
i
]

¢ VERDE WINTER TEE

Generous size, self-install kit

¢ VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices

¢ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
} # DRIVING BAYS AND NETS 4
For club and home use.

i

4 TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE

3 BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.

i- Please call for samples & information ‘
R R G

e o e L O P,

T TN ot

Tell the industry of your products
and services, through an
advertisement in greenkeeping's
top magazine GREENKEEPER
INTERNATIONAL

Artificial Grass

et

LEISURE

Worting House

Basingstoke
Hants RG23 8PY
Tel: 0256 811014

@ COURSE CONSTRUCTION @
@ SYNTHETIC GRASS TEES @
® WINTER GREENS @
® ADVENTURE GOLF @

TEETECTOR TEE MATS
The mat with the guarantee
Unique heavy duty golf range and
municipal mats
25mm hand finished woven pile
20mm shock pad
Professional galvanised and
painted frame. Any size,
any shape. Double sided
Free Demo unit available
Trade welcome. Putting surface
Contact
Evergreens
UK
2 Extons Units
Market Overton
Oakham,
Leics LE15 7PP
Tel: (0572) 768208
Fax: (0572) 768261

The most cost-effective way of reaching readers of Greenkeeper International.
Simply ring Bill Lynch on 091 413 7218, Carol Dutton or Louise Lunn on

0347 838581 and ask about an alphabetical category listing: the cost

starts from the equivalent of under £25 per month.

Bacteria
@ GREEN CIRCLE

The biological way to:
Degrade Thatch
Increase Root Depth
Promote Fine Grasses
Reduce Fertiliser Needs
Combat Disease

Tel: England/Wales: 081 669 0011
Scotland 0764 683250
Ireland 045 61389

d' . PATHFORM

Hardwood
Ch ips
R/ng for samples
and colour brochure

Iver, Bucks, SLO 9LA
Tel 0753 652022

Fax 0753 653007

M & B SUPPLIES

N NN

Walkway Chips,
Softwood Bark - All Grades,
Fertilizers, Composts, Peat,

Horticultural Sundries

Baths Road, Longton,
Stoke-on-Trent
Staffordshire. ST3 2JQ

Telephone 0782 593233

BRIDGES
Pedestrian and Vehicular
REVETMENTS
SHEET PILING
SHELTERS

HICKSON LEISURE DEVELOPMENTS
NEW POTTER GRANGE ROAD, GOOLE
NORTH HUMBERSIDE DN 14 oXF

telephane (0405) 766060 fax (0405

..mll I II

Club Houses
Driving Range Buildings
GREENKEEPERS STORES DESIGNED TO INCLUDE

As Required
® Machinery Storage ® Maintenance Workshops
# Fertiliser and Weedkiller Storage
# Offices and Statf Mess Rooms
# Any other specialist usages
FREE initial designs and costings
PLEASE CONTACT

Ivan J Cooper Ltd
Steel Framed Buildings
Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET
Tel: 0538 702282 Fax: 0538 702662
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Chemical Disposal

ENVIROGREEN

SPECIAL WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICES

For all your
disposal needs for
‘ either full or

| empty containers
contact us now.

Tel/Fax 0345
125398

Flog. No. BRK/058342 issued by
Berkshire County Council

COCKLESHELL FROM £8 per M3
WHY USE IT?
® Will not damage mowers
® Always looks clean
@ Superb drainage
® Easy to lay
@ Great value for money
95 Market Street, Dalton-in-Furness,
Cumbria LA15 8DL
Tel: 0229 468001
= Fax: 0229 468002

“nn " PHOENIX
PATHWAYS and
$ ($) 2

ety

\WE

CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLIES

' FEDERATED
GOLF LTD
ALL TYPES OF SAND AND AGGREGATES
COCKLESHELLS
Delivered Nationwide
Tel: 0453 548663 or 0860 403354

Unit 7a, Taits Hill Ind. Est.
Stinchcombe, Dursley, Glos GL11 6BL

™ Construction |
BUNKERS

Golf Course Construction, Alterations
& Clubhouse Landscaping
National company equipped to offer you a
full range of construction services for golf
courses, including land drainage and
bunker construction.

Contact Graham Baker
Tel: 0323 894896
3 Bramber Road, Seaford,

East Sussex BN25 1AG

IAN MARTIN

and
BOB HORNEGOLD
Specialists in Project
Management, Golf Course
Construction, Renovation,
Finishing and Maintenance
Contracts &0

Tel: (0277) 810616
or (0425) 655586

1 LANDSCAPES
& IMITED

ASHWELLS ROAD, BENTLEY
BRENTWOOD, ESSEX CM15 9SR

G-O+L:F

TEL: (0277) 373720

FAX: (0277) 374834
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Michael
Lowe !
& Associates

GOLF COURSE DESIGN,
CONSTRUCTION & CONSULTANCY

Design only, complete construction or
any stage in between, including
Drainage.

Pro-Shop, 72 Bryniau Road,
Llandudno, Gwynedd
Tel: (0492) 876878 Fax: (0492) 872420

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS

Tim Banks, Secretary, BAGCC,
Angel Court, Dairy Yard, High Street,
Market Harborough LE16 7NL.

Tel: 0858 464346

Whitnell Contracts Ltd

Golf Course Constructors

Lionel Whitnell
WOODLANDS

__ ELLISROAD

B BOXED
COLCHESTER

ESSEX CO4 5RN
Telephone: (0206) 272834
Fax: (0206) 272104
Mobile: 0860 421074

C.). Collins
Construction
Golf Course Contractors

Specialists in complete
construction, or green,
tee, bunker and
drainage refurbishments

2

& '0;2 Burgess Hill, West Sussex
§ Tel: 0444 242993

A S Fax: 0444 247318

20 g,

P

Course Accessories

& WHY DOES N
TACIT'S

FLAGPOLE LAST
TWICE AS

EAGLES, BIRDIES,
FALDOS

Tacit's upright flagpoles
could have the same effect
with your members.
TACIT - Suppliers of
Holecups, Flagpoles and
equipment for
European Ryder Cup 1993
The Belfry.

“TACIT"

Manufacturers of quality
Golf Course Accessories

Tel: 0788 568818
\\Fax: 0788 537485

e
Pattisson

Established 1896

Manufacturers and suppliers of golf
course and driving range equipment

Pattisson & Co. Ltd
342 Selbourne Road. Luton,
Beds LU4 8NU
Tel: (0582) 597262
"ax: (0582) 505241

Drainage
SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service
Contact Geoff Sleath
Tel: (0709) 862109 Fax: (0709) 862075

David Hemstock
Associates d

Consultants on:

©® Golf Course !
upgrading

® New Course development

@ Specialists in irrigation,
drainage, contour and
environmental surveys.

Suite 4d, East Mill, Bridgefoot, Belper
Derbyshire DE5 1XF.

Tel: 0773 827115 Fax: 0773 821083
Mobile: 0850 744957

A\ AGRIPOWER

LTD

Construction
Drainage
Stone Picking
Verti-Draining

Tel: (0494) 866776

Golf Courses

and
Sportsfields
/ \ \  *Drainage
/ \ % Construction
< ) \ * Water Mains
) % Fin Drains
R =~ ~—" % Approved sand,
| and
MEIKLEM  o=vcandpipe
Sunnyside, Blairadam, by Kelty,
Fife KY4 OHY
Tel: (0383) 830217
Fax: (0383) 831771

fV;-IITE HORSE \

CONTRACTORS LTD
SPORTSTURF
OXFORD (0865) 736272

Sierrablen Turfmix

Controlled Release Fertilizer

with fast start portion

A single application assures
feeding ?or the whole
growing season.

High Quality. Proven In Practice

Grace-Sierra UK Ltd

High technology in plant nutrition
61 Loughborough Road, West Bridgiord,
Nottingham NG2 7LA
Tel: 0602 455100 * Fax: 0602 455311

Golf Course Supplies

STRIKE
TOP TURF

Merchants to the sports
and leisure trade
The complete range under one banner
~ if you require it, we will have it
Fentilisers - all grades and types, loams and dressings,
pesticides, top dressing; Rootzone, cockleshell;
Horticultural and agricultural tools, golf course

equipment, work clothing and much, much more!
Call 061 456 7109 or mobile 0831 639798
for up to date list and quote
40 Offerton Road, Hazel Grove, Stockport,
Cheshire SK7 4NL

Grass Germination

TILDENET
L] 1

GERMINATION SHEETS
FROST PROTECTION SHEETS
TARGET NETS
PERIMETER NETTING
AVAILABLE FROM
ALL GOOD DISTRIBUTORS

TILDENET LIMITED

Longbrook House, Ashton Vale Road,
Bristol BS3 2HA
Tel: (0272) 669684
Fax: (0272) 231251

Grass Cutting Equipment

EX DEMONSTRATION >
AND TOP QUALITY REMANUFACTURED
GOLF COURSE MACHINERY AVAILABLE
FROM STOCK

RYAN

JACOBSEN

§ BEAVER
HAYTER

SISIS cusHMmAN
VERTI-DRAIN

UK & EXPORT DELIVERY ARRANGED
Phone for a full catalogue NOW
GREENSWARD

ENGINEERING COMPANY
Manor Farm, Otley Road, Adel,
Leeds LS16 7AL, England

Tel: (0532) 676000




TURF IRRIGATION
SPECIALISTS

We offer full design, Installation
and After Sales Service
Hortech Systems Ltd,
Hallgate, Holbeach,
Spalding, Lincs PE12 7LG
Tel: 0406 426513

TORO

# Installation
Sales
TIO & Service
N.E. England, Yorkshire,
N. Lincs, N. Derbys, N. & S. Humberside
Contact: E.B. & L. Simms
Tel: (0765) 602175 Fax: (0765) 603488
Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close,
Dallamlm Lane, Ripon,
N. Yorks HG4 1TT

STRANCO,

Water Quality Control
PH and chiorine control and dosing systems for
your imigation water, for improved turf quality.
Nationwide installation and commissioning
service, and advice
Contact Brian Sykes
STRANCO LTD
Commercial Road, Eastbourne,
East Sussex. Tel: (0323) 646163

®
4
Rain Rotor
The impact sprinkler for tees,
greens and fairways made in
Britain by
CRESSWELL
ENGINEERING LTD
340/342 Cherrywood Road,

Birmingham B9 4UU
Tel: 021 772 2512

e /’_\\
MIDLAND IRRIGATION

AN INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION COMPANY
2 Fairdene Way, Great Barr,
Birmingham B43 5JS
Tel: 021 358 1246
Fax: 021 357 6789

DESIGN « SUPPLY
INSTALLATION ¢ SERVICE

Full member of BTLIA

Fax: 021 773 9548

T. & G. TURF
IRRIGATION SERVICES
38 Halfpenny Lane, Knaresborough,

North Yorkshire HG5 ONS
Tel & Fax: (0423) 864963
Full member of B.T.LLA.

Making sure your
Golf Irrigation System
isn't a handiean.

109 Chapel Road, Hesketh Bank, f ‘eston,
Lancs., PR4 6RU Tel: (0772)8 357

Southern Office: N. Ford Tel: (0708) 761717

atermation

Manufacturers, designers
and installers of

GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION
FOR 23 YEARS

Tongham Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU12 4AA
Tel: 0252 336838
Fax: 0252 336808

S AOUAPLAST
Putting water in its place

A National
Irrigation Service
Free consultation and design
service

Suppliers of quality products for
all types of irrigation

Local installation and
maintenance throughout the UK

Specialists in the refurbishment of
existing irrigation systems

For further information
telephone 0460 241939

ROCMIS

Design and service
you can trust

IRRIGATION

SERVICE ““f & IRR'

Gy,
4V " SERVICES %,
¥ 9

East Midlands Area
Installation, Sales and
Service
Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR
Tel: (0777) 817410

Hunfer

The Irrigation Innovators
Gear driven sprinklers
including the new golf range
available from

S.G.l. Sales
6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 0858 463153
Fax: 0858 410085
NOW YOU HAVE A CHOICE!

IRRIGATION TECHNICAL SERVICES
Approved Toro service centre. All
leading manufacturers’ equipment
maintained and serviced. Contact
Stuart Mills Tel/Fax 0202 874216

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LTD.

® Manufacture Equipment @
® Design and Install Systems @
The Green, Upper Halliiord,
Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8RY
Tel. (0932) 7883G1. Fax. (0932) 780437

43 Pinehurst Road, West Moors, Dorset
for all aspects of
GOLF COURSE

L
IRRIGATION

® Installation ® Service
® Extensions and Improvements
* Pumping Systems

Oundle Road
Lutton
I.L.s Peterborough
PE8 5ND
Tel: Oundle (0832) 272450

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports

and Leisure Grounds
e Designed e Supplied e Installed

GLEN HEAT & IRRIGATION
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

@ﬂ Tel: (0775) 722327
1 Fax: (0775) 725444

Lake Construction

GT GROUP

LEAST COST
WATERPROOFING OF
LAKES AND RESERVOIRS
- using lining membranes and associated
geosynthetic materials

® Comprehensive service available to
owners/architects/consultants and contractors
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road,
Nayland, COLCHESTER CO6 4LT

For technical and sales enquiries
Tel: (0206) 262676

Fax: (0206) 262998

Greenkeeper Sprayer
New Precision Application Sprayer allows
precise dosage when applying fertilisers,
greenups, pesticides, etc. Ideal for quick,
easy spraying of Golf or Bowling Greens
BOWMAN PRODUCTS LTD
Unit 22 Moss Lane Ind Est, Royton,
Oldham 012 6HR
Tel: 0706 882291 + Fax: 0706 291026

Machinery Repairs

HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS

Service and repairs of all makes
of professional grass cutting
equipment for the sports and

leisure industry
Contact Andrew or Rosemary

Tel/Fax: 0827 284415

Unit 7, Roman Park, Tame Valley Industrial
Estate, Wilnecote, Tamworth, Staffs B77 5DQ

Tell the industry of your products
and services, through an
advertisement in greenkeeping’s
top magazine GREENKEEPER
INTERNATIONAL

D.W.FROST -
(WHOLESALE -
NURSERIES) F
LTD

Suppliers to Golf Clubs, Landscape
Contractors and Local Authorities
Growers of top quality container and

field grown nursery stock — over 80
acres of tree production

For further help and information contact.
Fosseway Nurseries, Car Colston,
Bingham, Notts NG13 8JA

(0949) 20445/20154 or FAX 0949 21154

High pH?

1
is a unique source of
flowable sulphur for use
as a nutrient additive or
pH adjuster.

Available euclusivelv) from
. +

and its
distributors

Ring 0963 251129 today for

more information and your own
FREE pH adjuster chart.

LIQUID SOD, LINDEN VIEW,
REDWING ROAD, MILBORNE PORT,
SHERBORNE, DORSET, DT9 SDB

MOWER ACCESSORIES

LTD

Manufacturers of high
quality lawnmower
blades and cylinders.
Suppliers of spares and
accessories.

65 Forncett Street
Sheffield S4

Tel: 0742 765825
Fax: 0742 765855

GRUNDFOS,
PUMPS ¢

FOR SPORTS & RECREATIONAL
TURF IRRIGATION, BOOSTING
AND WATER SUPPLY

Contact our sales offices today for
full information on the Grundfos range
SOUTH: 20525§ 850000
NORTH: (0925) 813300

GRUNDFOS X

GRUNDFOS PUMPS LID m.Nmuu  RCAD
LEIGHION BUZZARD BfﬁS LU

Railway Sleepers

RAIL WA\ SLEEPERS
x 10" x §
(R()SSIN( TIMBERS
12" x 6" up to 16' long
Price quoted for number required

Tel (0233) 625121 or 620277

Fagg's Fleet, Whitfield Road
Ashford, Kent TN23 1TY

RECYCLING COMPANY LTD

Unit G, Criton Industrial Estate,
Stanford Road, Orsett, Essex RM16 3DH
Tel: 0375 892576 Fax: 0375 891736

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
FOR SALE

Ideal for * Tees * Bunkers
* Bridges efc.

Also Telegraph Poles, RSJs, UB
Steel Sections - all cut to your
requirements.

Transport at cost.
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Sand/SilicaSand [ Seats  JEFTEICCY T W2 Gt
Top Pre&sings . S‘m?ds . 2’/ b ‘A
Top Soils + Ferr Soil.
GRUNDON

Suppliers of Soils for Golf Courses. SOVEREIGN

Britain’s leading Top Dress supplies I URF
FREWARED S Growers of consistent quality turf in
FOR TEES, GREENS and BUNKERS * Top Dressing * Root Zone Mix ither bigup amal mllsdoe tindscapers
Also a FULL RANGE of DRAINAGE SANDS ST e chian, Screened Soil * Sands * Construction aetily SAN an R Colrses.
AND SHINGLES, ROCKERY STONE and planters and lit 119 London Road, Kingston upon Thames, Tel: 072 84
PUDDLE CLAY {| terbins made Surrey KT2 6NH. el: 0728 688 9
contact DENNY NELSON on LU from plantation Fax: 0728 688 949
row .
0420 476407 ”w;,(r::"v; »:::dL::\mm Tel & 081 546 3960 Fir Tree Fafm. Blaxhall, leodbridgc.
S Grundon (Waste) Ltd Send for brochure Mobile: 0831 871939 « Fax: 081 547 1923 Suffolk IP12 2DX
Lakeside Road, Colnbrook, D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road

Slough SL3 0EG 'I:H‘;:f\’ 381’!:;(1”3 }::L!u.‘zl;‘z 315334 Tree Planting
Prirkater Sabey i Secure Storage Teoe Flagting Service

Large Grants Available GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
Eam Wall & Co. ] JLTIV
(EBENEZER MEARS) SECURE STEEL LOCK-UPS Woodland Design and Management B s
KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND {Ex Shippig Coniiomrs) YTk Bacaiile, Pt OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS
FOR SALE OR HIRE Tel: 0259 743212 ‘
for Tees - Greens - Bunkers f-"'jj'\ﬁ = | TO WEMBLEY STADIUM
and drainage sands and shingles {I_H i b [ 1 ]/ =3
= - GOLDSMITH /“ Please contact Head Office for more information:
Wintersells Road. Byfleet. KT14 7AZ Delivered t if club ises by self TREFE [
urlocinglrnes witin 26 hours (Manand UK) TREES& | THE INTURF GROUP
0932 345616 10'x 8, 20'x 8' and 40" x 8'insulated or uninsulated. LANDSCAPES || Regent Street + Pocklington * York Y04 20N
IF YOU NEED ECONOMIC SECURE STORAGE Specialists in growing, Telephone 0759 304101 * Fax 0759 305229
RING NOW FOR PROMPT supplying, plantfing
EFFICIENT SERVICE and moving o BN g
Nl
GARSIDE LAWRENCE CONTAINERS TREES ¥ £ @M
SANDS Tel: 0622 820308 g
Complete range of dried graded Fax = 0622 820300 Telephone 2398 250 70
silica sands for all purposes. GraSSh'ﬂs
Contact John Deavin at Tee Mats Eastcote Specialist Seed Grown. Turf Producers
Eastern Way Works, o Covering the SOUTH EAST.
Eastern Way, Heath & Reach, ~ Nurseries Grasslands Turf Farm, Ashford Road, New
Boda LUT O 8 INVATHEE1<4 >+ (Solihull) Ltd Romney.Kent 28 STH.TelFax. 79) 67130
Tel: (0525) 237911 * Tree Spade hire
Fax: (0525) 237991 W * Tres moving TURF GROWN TO
el e * Semi mature trees YOUR SEED
ARC BUCKLAND ' | Nationwide service SPECIFICATION
Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull, or from our stock
INDUSTRIAL MINERALS SOLF C(?URS%E: West Midlands B92 0JL ALL GROWN IN STERILE
Sand and Silica Company R SRS &I“FRAMEU'S Tel: 0675 442033 LUMEOSY
Fax: 0675 442324 0 O
COMPLETE RANGE OF Tel: 0291 625351 GREENKEEPER LTD,
HORTICULTURAL SANDS Fax: 0291 628203

Shelford Manor, Shelford,
Pyl Trenchers Nottingham NG12 1ER
Buckland Sand & Silica Co.

Tel: 0949 21144
Reigats Heath, Reigace. TU PTUHR{@ TRENCHERS FOR HIRE Fax: 0602 862139
Surrey RH2 9RG Width: 15¢em-30c¢
Tel: (0737) 240151 ARTIFICIAL GRASS TEE MATS, Delp:h: up to 122cm Tip Top Turf.
DR‘wrN%ﬁt:ii&:?R%w Trenchex Plant Sales Seed grown turf available in one sq yd
PUTTING SU ; Tel: 0889 565155 Fax: 0889 563140 or large 25 sq yd rolls with laying
machines or service available.
CARPETITION LTD Tel: 0908 270701 + Fax: 0908 374889
14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton, CASE TRENCHERS
Huddersfield HD2 2AN TRENCHEX PLANT SALES CUCKMERE
¢ ¢ 3 ) o PRy Dove Fields, Uttoxeter, Staffs.
BPacther Tel: (0484) 428777 Fax: (0484) 423251 v Fax: (0889) 563140, @ VALLEY
MONEYSTONE BUNKER . Tel: (0889) 565155 TURF FARMS
SAND, BRITAIN'S Timber Structures Specialist turf producers

Common Lane, Berwick,
Polegate, East Sussex BN26 6SU

\ NATIONAL Turf for the South East
SUPPLIER ¢4 T T
» IMEBEERMA

~ ‘ Protect your greens from heavy T I L L E R S Tel: 0323 870773
machines — hire Timbermats.
Phone oNGA‘ AEGN%%EFS?RO\Z::gG 6253 Growers of high quality turf supplied Fax: 0323 870285

nationwide in standard and big rolls

scl'eellel'S/ShI'EddEI'S Top Dressings Tel: 0652 650555 « Fax: 0652 650064 Turf Dressings

:”f///r \\\\\‘s High quality cultivated turf for golf A R E NA
e courses and sports surfaces.
Finest sands, loams, compost and
LN/ PHOEN:(E%I’HWAYS lawn dressings also available. ] SportSturthd B
b * Direct nationwide delivery * South - Tel: (0823) 432231 Fax: (0823) 432231
ORADEALL STIBERSTISIAL it and CONSTRUCTION Contact: Gail Trotter | North - Tel: (0229) 465555 Fax: (0229) 465555
Manufacturers of the $5100 SUPPLIES Tel/Fax: 0628 76804 y )
Screener/Shredder Suppl:{ers of superigr 'Il'op ;)re;sings wois I\;[ES it  Top Dressing * Root Zone Mix %
* Rootzones * Soils * Sands A g
9;:.:;2: :,:;:;::;79;':';;"' 95 Market Strgel, ll:falton-[i)nl_-Fumess, Lillibrooke Manor Farm, * Sﬂwm SO“ * sams *
Cumbria LA158 Ockwells Road, Cox Green, :
Tel: 08687 40484 + Fax: 08687 48823 Tel: 0229 468001 & Fax: 0229 468002 Maidenhead, Berks SL6 3LP * Construction * Cockleshells %
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‘Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain's No. 1 for
QUALITY - SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Fairway House, Suuth Stage, Broadway,
Salford Quays, Manchester M5 2UQ

# + BOUGHTON

Tel: 061 877 8550 Fax: 061 877 8554
Bl i i
For
TURF DRESSINGS
ROOT ZONE MIXES
SCREENED TOP SOILS
BUNKER SANDS

HORTICULTURAL
COMPOSTS

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants
Tel: 0536 510515

GREENBASE
ECOLOGICAL LIMITED
The ProBase range of Products
for Turf Dressings and Construction
materials. Lightweight. User friendly
and economical

Tel: 0427 811738 « Fax: 0427 810405

dothere
“The Tops in Top
Dressing”
THE FINEST QUALITY
TOP DRESSINGS,

ROOT ZONES AND
TEES MIXTURES
DELIVERED

NATIONWIDE

BAILEYS

& e

supply
Professional Turf Dressings
for the Profession

GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
Approved formulations for use in
Construction and on the finest greens
tees and fairways.

SAND
All requirements catered for including
lime free. Kiln dried sands available

SCREENED TOP SOIL
Including the finest Black Fenland Soil
Screened loams to customers’
individual specifications
We also produce and supply root zone
mix and always have vast stocks of
cockle shells for immediate delivery

DELIVERIES NATIONWIDE

BAILEYS OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham,
Norwich, Norfolk NR10 SNL

Tel: 060 548 607
Mobile: 0860 661603

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD

for Fendress Top Dressing
* Fendress Superfine
* Economy Dressing
* Rootzone Mixes
* Screened Fensoil * Screened Peat
* Screened Loam ¢ Kiln Dried Sand
* Bunker Sands

— -

—7‘-\
Tel: (0858) 464346/433003
Fax: (0858) 434734

PARKER HART
Verti-draining, hollow coring,
conventional and hydro-seeding
throughout the South East
Complete range of turfcare
machinery available for hire
Competitive rates
Reliable equipment
Experienced operators
Call Karen or Anne

081 337 7791

Turf Netting

CONWED
TURF REINFORCEMENT
For faster turf production

WEST MIDLAND TURF GROWERS
Tel: (074-631) 247 Fax: (0746) 767331

IN A SPIN? Call

felray

* Turf Tyres

* ATV Tyres

* Custom made wheels
available

* Standard wheels ex-stock

National Supplier @

VERTIDRAIN MACHINES FOR
FAIRWAYS AND GREENS
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Contact: Peter Holmes, 10 Carson
Road, Gainsborough, Lincs DN21 2RE

Tel: 0427 613035
Mobile: 0831 359394

Rechard Ca mprey
For vertidraining, hollow
coring, scarifying, and
overseeding requirements.
1.5m and 2.5m vertidrains
Greencare Corers
Charterhouse Vertiseed
Marton Hall Lane, Marton,
Macclesfield.

l'{ Tel: 0260 224568
i Fax: 0260 2247m

Tel: 0205 280578
Fax: 0205 280520
Sam Moreton & Sons
TURF TYRE
Turf Tyres of all makes to fit

any machine. Wheels made to
customer requirements.

Enquiries 0926-632269
Fax 0926 632023
Orders 0926 613737

Nationwide delivery service

Vertidraining Hire

MIDLAND TURF
AERATING SERVICE

* Verti-Draining * Hollow
~~=__ Coring with Ryan GA30
:?"- * Core Collector * Deep
7. Slitting * Top Dresser
]‘/ %, * Over-Seeder
| * Tractor Hire :;
* Competitive

prices * Professional R
nationwide service. A1
Tel/Fax 0922 417567 & A

Charles Frost

ROSS OLIVER

@ VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds
® STONE PICKING ® RYAN HOLLOW TYNER
©® SAND SPREADERS @ DIRECT DRILLS
Greystones, Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP
Tel: (0841) 540222 Fax: (0637) 881057

(Solihull)
Vertidrain, Moore Sportsfield
Over-Seeders, Verti

Over-Seeder for Greens & Tees,
Toro Aerators, Case Trenchers
& Sportsfield Slitters etc.
Contact: Doug or Ron Johnson

Tel: (0564) 772597

Fax available

SGS )
‘ # Verti Drain Hire ¢ Hollow Coring
# Deep Spiking # Tractor Hire
# Full range of Landscape
|  Equipment
‘ YORKSHIRE'S ONLY AGENT FOR 'WIEDENMANN TERRA-SPIKE
| SPEN.GROUNDCARE SERVICES
Unit 7, Valley Road, Liversedge,
West Yorkshire WF15 6JY
0924 401522 - 0836 722080

DRAINING |
VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the G.A. 30
Contact Peter Bloodworth
WORTH DRAINING
Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire Tel/Fax: (0476) 550266

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced operator, competitive prices and refiable service
Phone Peter on 0580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061
Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,

Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL

TURF MAINTENANCE

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS
Ten years experience using only the best
2 greens verti-drains
(18 greens in 2 days)

Half-inch tines at 2x2 spacing
Fairway verti-drain

(o plete with
Fairway overseeder
Contact Michael Seward

York (0904) 765949 night or day

E&S SPORTSGROUND
CONTRACTORS

We're No. 1 for Vertidraining and
Hollow Coring on Greens, Tees
and Fairways.

For competitive rates and a
professional service, contact

RICHARD VEITCH
0734 795454

The Fairways, King Street Lane, Winnersh,
Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 5AX
Fax: 0734 795353

TURF MAINTENANCE

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS
Ten years experience using only the best
2 greens verti-drains
(18 greens in 2 days)

Half-inch tines at 2x2 spacing
Fairway verti-drain
Coremaster complete with collector
Fairway overseeder

Contact Michael Seward
York (0904) 765949 night or day

Weed Killing

= _WEED
N FREE

A
‘hd K’ (BRACKNELL)

Professional Weed Killing &
Associated Turf Services

MIKE SEATON F.Inst.G(Dip)

Tel: (0344) 481011
Fax: (0344) 300052
Mobile: (0850) 300104

You’re at the end
of the Buyers’
Guide section — if
you haven’t found

the ads with the
3 symbols in yet,

TRY
AGAIN:

IT
COULD
BE
WORTH

TO YOU!
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HEAD GREENKEEPER

required foran established 18 hole golf course, with a further 18 holes to be constructed.

Applicants must possess recognised qualifications as well as a proven track record in
course management. An ability for hands on management combined with motivation and
leadership skills is a high priority.

The successful applicant will be involved with the new course which s to be constructed
adjacent to the present course.

Excellent terms and conditions. No accommodation.

Please reply in confidence with full CV to: Mr R Freeman, MD, Karsten (UK) Ltd,
Corringham Road, Gainsborough, Lincs DN21 1XZ

Proprietors of
GAINSBOROUGH GOLF CLUB, THONOCK, GAINSBOROUGH, LINCS DN21 1PZ

VC [CIVETR] T S

WELL L

SALESPERSON

Jacobsen/Massey Ferguson

We are looking for a person to sell Jacobsen and
Massey Ferguson Golf and Turf Equipmentin Eastand
West Sussex. Based in Lewes.

Must have sales experience in this field.

Apply to J M Savill, E O Culverwell Ltd,
Brooks Road, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 2AY
(0273) 480250

. FIRST ASSISTANT
@’96'55 I GREENKEEPER

A unique opportumty to join a committed team maintaining a top quality 18 hole
championship course.
Applicants should have:

Recognised golf greenkeeping qualifications

More than three years experience

Ideally PA1 and PA2A

1deally some irrigation experience
VACANCIES ALSO EXIST FOR CASUAL GREENSTAFF DURING THE SUMMER
Apply in writing with a brief CV to:
Martin Jones, Course Manager, The Oxfordshire Golf Club, Rycote Lane,
Milton Common, Thame, Oxon 0X9 2PU

Machinery For Sale

Ashford Golf Club
requires a

DEPUTY HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Minimum age 25. Technical and practical qualifications.
Pesticide certificates, sound knowledge of modern irrigation
and machinery maintenance. Capable of controlling and
motivating staff.

Salary negotiable. No accommodation.

Apply in writing with CV by 1st May to:
The Secretary, Ashford (Kent) Golf Club,
Sandyhurst Lane, Ashford, Kent TN24 4NT

TORO GM3 Overhauled with
set of verticutters, spare
reconditioned engine £4000
Ransomes Hydraulic
5/7 Gang Mower Good
condition with six spare
reconditioned units £2300
No VAT.

Tel: 091 286 3922

G E Adamson

Grass Machinery
Ransomes 3 set Magna or Sports
trailed-new cylinders ..................... £2200
Ransomes 180 triple floating
heads — petrol & grass boxes......... £2350
Kubota G1900 ride-on mower ........ £2750
John Deere 1993 755 tractor c/w Beaver
triple gangs, turf tyres, spool valve.£3550
ANl prices inclusive of transport but subject to VAT.

Tel/Fax: 0995 640180

molrac

FOR SALE

Lesco Greensmower
ex demo 3WD and groomers
£9,400

Lesco Overseeder ex demo
£12,000

Jacobsen Greensking diesel
and groomers £6,000

Allett Conqueror £4,200
Beaver LM308 £4,750
Beaver LM508 £3,100

All plus VAT

Tel: (0743) 81528

FOR SALE

1 Ransomes 171 Triplex New
Engine/Greens and Tee Units......£1600

SISIS EQUIPMENT
1 FTA/4 Fine Turf Aerator with
Hollow, Solid and Slit Tines .......... £600
1 AO4/s Deep Slitter 8” Tines .......£3
1 SS/4H Spiker Slitter
1 HTC/12 Turf Cutter
Prices exclude V
Contact:

J Wallace, Course Manager,
Glenbervie Golf Club, Stirling Road,
Larbert
Tel: 0324 557221 after 7pm

Sandy Lodge Golf Club

HEAD GREENKEEPER

required for this inland links course.

Applicants must be fully qualified in course
management and have the necessary experience to
supervise and motivate staff.

Three bedroom house available. Salary negotiable.

Apply in writing with CV to:
The Secretary, Sandy Lodge Golf Club Ltd,

Sandy Lodge Lane, Northwood,
Middlesex HA6 2JD

QUALITY REBUILT
GROUNDCARE MACHINERY
* Gang Mowers * Triple Mowers
* Cylinder Mowers * Aeration
Equipment * Scarification &
Collection Equipment % Nationwide
Delivery, Export by Arrangement
EFG GARDEN MACHINERY
Tenterfields Business Park,
Luddendenfoot, Halifax HX2 6EJ.
Tel: 0422 882165
Fax: 0422 886014

KELPIE

NATURAL COMPOSTED
SEAWEED SOIL CONDITIONER
FROMSTEWARTS

TEL: 031-663 6617
FAX: 031-663 0651
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Horne Park Golf Club

(East Grinstead area)

HEAD GREENKEEPER

required
for new 9 hole public golf course.
Experience and qualifications necessary.
Experience in new golf course construction
would be helpful.
Salary to be negotiated. No accommodation.
Apply in writing with full CV to:
T O’ Rourke, 12 Ridley Road, Warlingham,
Surrey CR6 9LR




We are looking for an experienced
Groundsperson to ioin o small team carrying
out maintenance of grass sporis facilities in

and around Reading

Skilled Groundsperson

A minimum of three years' experience of
maintaining fine turf areas is essential
together with an ability to maintain and
operate a wide range of turf machinery.
Candidates should possess City & Guirds
Phase 2 Training in a relevant subject, or
hold an equivalent qualification. A clean

£15,078pa
paid monthly

Applications - driving licence is essential.
from /% ; : s
| 3 ,80/s" Some managerial skills and a proven ability
People SWWE 1o work as part of a team with minimum
w it h ‘oga®

supervision is essential to the success of this

disabilities important role.

g;edwegcscr)rzd O;/j; You will be required to work flexible hours
commitment fo equal ~ ©5 well as working the occasional weekend
opportunities for oll.  OF evenings fo cover routine works and
Child care facilities  SPecial events. There are opportunities for
subject to availability. paid extras which can increase earnings to
The Council operales’ 1N exces; ofCE ] 7,(?'O(|) go‘ Ihi odplfi)on of

: ; : joining the Council's Index linked Pension
it e Scheme is also available.
Further details and an application form are
available by telephoning Sharon Povey on
0734 399091. Alternatively write to
Reading Borough Council, Contract
Services, 6 Darwin Close, off Commercial
Road, Reading RG2 OSG. Please do not
send CV's, on?y Reading Borough Council
application forms will be accepted.

XA 1
&j’ B’gggol.,lugg Closing Date : 25th April, 1994

Due to the recent appointment of
RPK Turf Care Supplies as main service
agents for Jacobsens in the Home
Counties, we require a highly motivated,
professional

SALESPERSON

to complement our existing successful
sales force. Attractive salary and
commission available, plus a company car.

RPK

TURF CARE
SUPPLIES

Please apply in writing with CV to:
RPK Turf Care Supplies, 25 The Junipers,
Elizabeth Park, Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 4UX

%S/. 74 (GB) LTD
High Elms Golf Course, Bromley

GREENKEEPER

This busy parkland course requires applicants who are suitably qualified and
experienced in all aspects of course management. The ability to motivate and
lead an established team and organise work programmes, commitment to first
class horticultural maintenance and customer care is regarded as essential.
A practical knowledge of modern greenkeeping machinery and current
Health & Safety regulations is also required.
Salary is negotiable.
Apply in writing with full CV 1o:
Personnel Department, S.L.T.A. (GB) Ltd, Central Depot,
The Avenue, Bromley, Kent, BR1 2BS
Closing date: 18 April 1994

Thornton Golf Club

HEAD GREENKEEPER

for this pleasant parkland course.

Applicants should be fully qualified and conversant with
modern techniques and machinery maintenance.

Accommodation is not available.
Apply in first instance with full particulars to:

The Secretary, Thornton Golf Club, Station Road,
Thornton, Fife KY1 4DW. Tel: 0592 771111.

Ingol Golf Club

(Preston)

Require a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants must be experienced in all aspects of greenkeeping with
appropriate qualifications and have a practical knowledge of modern
machinery and irrigation systems with good organisational and
management skills.

A member of BIGGA would be an advantage.
Accommodation is not available. Salary negotiable according to experience.

Please apply in writing with a full CV to:
Mr J Russell, Lingfield Park 1991 Ltd, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6PQ

Ealing Golf Club
Applications are invited from qualified
Greenkeepers for the position of

COURSE MANAGER

at this well known West London Golf Club.

Salary negotiable within BIGGA recommendations.
Accommodation may be available.

Please reply with CV to the Secretary/General Manager,
Ealing Golf Club, Perivale Lane, Greenford,
Middlesex UB6 8SS

THAMESIDE FINETURLE LTD
COMMISSION AGENTS

Required to sell quality Top Dressings, Bunker Sands, Pathway
Medias and full range of golf course maintenance materials
throughout the Midlands and South and England.

Successful applicants should have a working knowledge of a
greenkeeper's requirements in this range of products and possibly
be currently involved in this field.

Initial sales support given by senior sales management and
company agronomist.
Write: The Sales Director, Thameside Fine Turf Ltd.,

Thameside House, Schoolfield Road, West Thurrock,
Essex RM16 1HR
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spewed forth to hide embarrassment and frustration if it
were not a sentiment that has been echoed time and
again right up tot he present day. If those having some
mastery of the game express such opinion what chance
the Rabbit accepting a need to change his game to suit
conditions favouring pitch and run rather than the
American influenced target golf?

Darwin comments that the greens in the 1880s “were
nothing like so smooth and trim” as they had become
by the 1930s. However, the turf was a cause for con-
cern, true fine seaside turf, sometimes bare and sandy,
wiped off the face of the links by feeding and treatment.
Sound familiar? Up until the 1920s nutrition of sports
turf was largely based on agricultural practices, using
generous amounts of organic manures, mixed fertilisers
and lime, although there was some awareness of the
difference between agricultural and golfing needs.

Hall (1912) suggested that the use of potash
manures be avoided on golf links and that lime or fer-
tilisers containing lime, such as basic slag, be used with
discretion. He then went on to recommend basic slag at
753 kg/ha with guano and superphosphate! The Rhode
Island Experiment Station after 20 years research work
that began in 1905 concluded for turf of bents and fes-
cues that:

@ nitrogen is the most important nutrient and should be
applied as an acid-reacting fertiliser such as ammonium
sulphate;

@ acid soil conditions so produced are harmful to weed
species but tolerated by fescues and bents;

@ as a consequence of this “acid theory”, the use of
lime should be avoided;

® where there is sufficient potassium and phosphorus
none should be applied, except in composts.

There have been notable cycles of greenkeeping since
then when these basic principles have been followed or
ignored, in the latter case universally to the detriment of
turf quality.

Let us return to the writings of Darwin and his much
belated report (by some 80 years) on a match at St
Andrews in 1849 when Allan Robertson and Tom Mor-
ris met the two Dunns. Remarking on the high scores
from what were great players of their day, Darwin high-
lights changes in the development of the course with
the fourball of 1849 facing infinitely narrower fairways
with gorse encroaching, all manner of indifferent lies
and greens which were known for their different poor
qualities; “one for its roughness, the next for its sandi-
ness, the one often for its heather roots all over it.”

The holes, unless freshly cut that day, were probably
enlarged through the influence of foot traffic with
uneven edges as there were no supporting cups in
those days. It would be very interesting to have Dar-
win’s comments on the quality of finish to greens, never
mind the rest of the golf course, today in comparison to
that of the 1930s. When one reads what golfers of the
late 19th and early 20th centuries had to contend with
then today's player must be considered a most cosseted
animal.

The principles of good design have changed little with
time though around the turn of the I9th century there
were still many sites onto which the architect could cre-

Heard it before?

Blaming greenkeepers and the
state of the course for a bad round
is one of the oldest excuses in the
book, says Steve Isaac, the STRI's

Scottish regional agronomist

ate a course without major upheaval. Whilst staying
with his cousin in North Devon, General Moncrieffe
from St Andrews was taken for a stroll on Northam Bur-
rows, where he remarked “Providence evidently
designed this for a golf links.” The site moulded the
shape of the golf course and a year later the Westward
Ho! links existed. This event took place in 1863 yet how
often do we hear a similar tale being told by the golf
course architects of today when they pronounce the
opening of their latest masterpiece, many of whom have
moved vast amounts of earth to produce their providen-
tial links?

Increasing popularity for golf necessitated a move
inland, away from its true links origin to capitalise on the
suburban masses. The vast majority of inland courses
in the late 1800s were made on clay, “hard as a rock in
summer and unspeakably sgeulchy in winter”, accord-
ing to Darwin. | am sure this rings a bell with course
managers and golfers alike, even on some courses built
within the last 20 years. Sad to say, the quality of con-
struction, in some instances, hasn't significantly
improved.

How often do we hear of ludicrous sums of money
being talked when discussing the cost of building and
maintaining the modem golf course? Compare these
multi-million budgets with advice given by B Radford in
1910 to a meeting of golfers planning to build their own
course when entenng Into negotiations with the farmer
for the land. Radford was concerned that the group
were being unrealistic in their estimates for the cost of
building the course and fee structure proposed to fund
future maintenance. He suggested that a 9-hole course
could not be developed from farmland and brought into
play under an expenditure of £250! For a club with a
membership of 200, possessing 18 holes, the subscrip-
tion should be at least three guineas! It is perhaps
indicative of the strange world in which we currently live
that the cost of golf course construction and mainte-
nance has risen beyond compare since then, yet green
fees have remained in line with inflation!

Radford thought it curious that the largest and most
exclusive clubs of the day, siting Hoylake, Westward
Ho! and St Andrews, did not spend as much per year on
the upkeep of the course as did some of the small
Metropolitan clubs with 90 acres, referred to as a
“worm’s paradise”. This is a truism today when we

appreciate the benefits of natural drainage and infertility
in sustaining quality turf and cutting costs. Unfortu-
nately, Radford saw this in a different light and sug-
gested that the custodian of the seaside course required
little skill but that on the heavier inland course the art of
greenkeeping came to the fore. Managing any golf
course requires skill if good playing conditions are to be
presented, the necessary skills between the two sites
may well differ, on the “worms paradise” the greatest
artistry may be that shown with a sprayer or a course
closed sign!

Club golf has become extremely, some may say
excessively, competitive with many clubhouses losing
atmosphere and clubs the camaraderie that used to
bring people into the game. This is nothing new. As
early as 1931, Darwin was lamenting that golf in the
early 1880s was a much “cosier” game. With far fewer
playing the game there was a fraternal sentiment to oth-
ers walking the hallowed turf. Neither are golf booms
anything novel to the latter half of this century.

The 1880s saw the first real boom in golfing numbers
with social groups other than the “gentleman” taking up
the sport. Originally few young people in England played
the game but by the 1930s there were “boy golfers by
the thousand.” In the 80s Darwin recalls ladies having
tea in the clubhouse and perhaps walking around the
course but he had no recollection of ever seeing one
play, yet by the 1930s even ladies were a not uncom-
mon sight on the links. Lord Wellwood, posing as an
enlightened man, welcomed ladies’ links as “a kind of
Jew’s quarter”. A comment to that effect these days
would bring down the full wrath of the anti-racist and
sexist lobbies, though an inference that may still echo
around many a gents locker room!

Over the last 15 years, developments in golf equip-
ment have added yards to the average golfers game. Yet
not all have been seen as a benefit to the game nor
looked upon kindly by those that govern the game either
side of the Atlantic, remember the contention over
“square grooves”? Such incidents are nothing new and
in 1902 the introduction of the Haskell ball from the
USA caused a furore amongst the British golfing tradi-
tionalists. Stalwarts of the gutty foresaw that the game
of golf would be robbed of some of its finer points as
the Haskell provided extra distance, likely to ruin the
playing of the links of the day, but they were shouted
down by the majority who had never hit a ball so far in
all their lives. Do you sense a touch of deja vu when
hearing commentators of our day bemoaning the length
obtainable with graphite shafts, metal woods and two
piece balls?

To allay the belief that the litany of excuses for poor
play including everything other than a lack of skill of the
golfer himself is not a modern-day phenomenon, a final
reference from the archives of golf. However, though
the golfer playing in the days of the Charleston and The
Great Depression had more than just his handicap to
contend with when out on the course, he had the grace
to vent his frustration on disruptive influences other
than the quality of greenkeeping. A 1924 publication
states that the main excuse of the time for poor play
was indigestion!

"“TAC

They’re nice,
they’re neat,
they’re just
£35 complete

o\ =

Double sided plinth, plus any colour yardage plate available - P.O.A.

TACIT

(Manufacturers)
RUGBY, ENGLAND
Tel: 0788 568818
Fax: 0788 537485 7
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Simplywnnect to a hose pipé and
spray the World’s No.l Wetting Agent -
= No.l in USA,

JAPAN
& EUROPE

® No mixing
¢ No measuring
¢ No watering-in

... the quick & easy one-step way to
apply AquaGro liquid
... the only wetting agent system
that requires NO WATERING-IN

... injects an accurate delivery of
AquaGro Liquid into the flow of
water from the hose pipe

AD

SUPATURF PRODUCTS LTD, AMENITY HOUSE, 2 MAIZEFIELD, HINCKLEY FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HINCKLEY, LEICS. TEL: 0455 234677 FAX: 0455 234714 REF

164




The power systemiece

Double action Vitesse is a brand new and
powerful concept in the fight against turf

disease.

It has a unique combination of two active
ingredients - carbendazim, a proven and
effective systemic fungicide and iprodione, a
contact fungicide which gets to work from the

moment you spray.

It is instantly effective against Fusarium patch,
Red thread, Anthracnose, Pink patch and
Timothy leaf spot.

Which makes new Vitesse the faster way to

fight turf disease in the growing season.

That works on contact

" RHONE-POULENC

Rhdne Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW Telephone 0277 301115 Fax 0277301119
VITESSE CONTAINS CARBENDAZIM AND IPRODIONE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 06537)




