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THE DEEP DRILL SERVICE FOR SPORTS TURF
Why suffer turf problems associated with compacted soil?

Our Deep Drill machine will create a pattern of sixty %”
holes, up to 10” deep, on a 5” spacing, in one movement,
leaving an unmarred surface.

RESULTS IN ® Relief of compaction ® Improved aeration
and percolation of water to the root zone ® Deeper, wider
and more vigorous root development ® Holes offer a way of
introducing fresh media to the soil ® Healing time of three to
four days ® Drills through dry patch.

BENEFITS WITHOUT SIDE EFFECTS FOR
GOLF FAIRWAYS, GOLF TEES, GOLF GREENS, RUGBY PITCHES,
BOWLING GREENS, HOCKEY PITCHES, CRICKET SQUARES,
CROQUET LAWNS, AND FOOTBALL PITCHES
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“d¥soILcARE

C & P SOILCARE LIMITED, Unit 3, Bush Farm, Nedging, Ipswich,
Suffolk, IP7 7BL. Telephone/Fax: 0449 741012
Mobile telephone: 0860 493521
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PAUL COPSEY examines one of the largest

oolf developments in Europe — the Jack

Nicklaus designed London Golf Club =
THE ANSWER TO YOUR SUMMER ;
AERATION PROBLEMS %{
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A pedestrian model is also available
THE ANSWER TO YOUR GOLF BALL
COLLECTING PROBLEMS |
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A pedestrian model is also available
—[— RISBORO’ TURF |
@ S CHINNOR ROAD, BLEDLOW, PRINCES RISBOROUGH ‘
AYLESBURY, BUCKS, HP17 9PH
TEL: PRINCES RISBOROUGH (0844) 274127 FAX: (0844) 274191 |
Contact us for the name of your nearest dealer or a demo ]
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Earlicr this year members of the Kent sec-
tion of BIGGA visited the London Golf
Club, a new 36 hole development situated on
the Kentish North Downs close to the Brands
Hatch motor racing circuit, perhaps best publi-
cised as the latest course ‘that Jack built’. Yes
indeed, Golden Bear Inc. heads the architec-
tural team responsible for both courses and
Jack Nicklaus personally has designed one of
the 7,000 yard courses, the par 72 Heritage
championship layout. Rumours, of course,
have abounded regarding the total cost of the
finished project: could it really be £40 million,
was this going to be another luxury, Japanese
funded, American bent grass experiment and,
inevitably, questions were raised regarding the
merits of this type of project and construction
in the UK?

This visit seemed an incredible chance to see
for ourselves one of the largest golf develop-
ments in Europe, so with the help and enthusi-
asm of the course manager, Joe Paulin, a visit
to look at aspects of the site was arranged. To
over-simplify the itinerary, Joe greeted us with
a brief talk on the details of the site, its con-
struction and technical specifications, whilst
irrigation and science supremo, Colin Sains-
bury, talked about and demonstrated aspects

of the million pound irrigation system and
showed us the newly delivered laboratory
equipment for on-site leaf analysis. Dennis
Exell, the club’s chief mechanic, showed us the
extensive machinery storage and maintenance
facilities, followed by Steve Marsden, LGC’s
assistant course manager, taking us on a
guided tour of the site, showing us stages of

both on-going and finished construction.

Many of this country’s ‘experts’ may have
already prejudged other, similar, constructions
of this type and have appeared all too eager to
knock and scoff, but the open-minded purpose
of the visit was to see which aspects, if any,
were relevant to our present or future British
greenkeeping practices. The LGC is on a huge

ROLLER MOWER
BEATS THE GANG

M Totally enclosed for safety
M Cutting heights from %'-4"
M |deal for parks, amenity
areas, golf courses, playing
pitches and sports grounds

THE MAJOR
GROUNDSMAN 6000
ROLLER MOWER

M 3" blade overlap

M Fully gear driven through
shock absorbing couplings

M Full width rollers front & rear
M Eliminates wind-rowing
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DEEP AERATOR

Leaders in Ground Care Technology

e

* 6-12 foot working widths

%* Hydraulic weight transfer or ballast with

weight tray and floating top link
% 6 or 12 inch slitter spacing
% 8 or 10 inch blade depths

MAJORIS

MAJOR EQUIPMENT LTD.,

% Optional pressure roller

THE BREWERY PARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, NEW STREET, WEM

AD Units 8/9 Calder Trading Estate,Leeds Rd, Bradley, Huddersfield, HD5 0RX AD S ; o) 2

. g ! h SHROPSHIRE SY 13 2RB TEL.: 0939 233213 FAX: 0939 233682
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site and in every way is a very big project,
comprising some 560 acres, 11 lakes, USGA
Spec. greens and tees, creeping bent and more
traditional seed mixtures, high staffing levels,
and the very latest in machinery.

We were, perhaps, somewhat overwhelmed
by the sheer scale of the operation, but I am
sure in our minds we began to draw compar-
isons with our own courses, especially bearing
in mind Joe’s opening address: ‘the attitude
and objectives of my team — to deliver a top
class golfing facility for their client — with the
assembled machinery and equipment being
the tools to aid in achieving that task.” Well for
the ‘traditionalist’, like it or not, this is perhaps
what we should all be aiming for on our own
courses, though what seems lacking in our
own cases, more often than not, is that ‘our’
clients — the golf clubs — seem unable to grasp
this simple but essential fact.

As an example, various members of our
group commented that the greens at LGC,
despite being very large, were all being hand
mown, and that at their own courses this
would be an ideal daily objective. The fact is
that we could all do this, given the equipment
and (more importantly) the extra staff with
which to carry out the task. To extend this

“The greens at LGC, despite
being very large, were all
hand mown and at our own
courses this would be an
ideal daily objective. But...
— Paul Copsey

approach to all other areas is obvious. Many of
us admire the use of lightweight fairway mow-
ers to regularly mow and stripe fairways, but
in general, one pass a week with a trusty (and
often rusty) set of gangs has to suffice. In sim-
ple terms, many of us are being forced to make
cost compromises on the condition of our
courses in just about every aspect of mainte-
nance. What we need is for this fact to be fully
understood by our club members, especially
when they complain of poor course conditions
compared to the ‘bigger’ course they played
‘up the road’. It’s the same in all walks of life —

you can have anything, as long as you can pay
for it!

Staying with the subject of machinery, at the
LGC this is cared for meticulously and main-
tained to perform at its optimum, always
ready for use at the crack of dawn each day.
With all equipment now being so expensive,
shouldn’t more clubs be taking this attitude
toward extending the life and maintaining the
performance of their machines, perhaps by hir-
ing an on-site mechanic, or by improving
workshop facilities?

Now some of you are probably still asking
the question, ‘why do you need on-site lab
equipment and why analyse grass cuttings?’.
Well, one of the key points that strikes the visi-
tor at LGC is the coupling of site maintenance
practicalities with those of science. Joe was at
pains to point out that greenkeeping basics
never change, no matter how big or small the
project, that bigger projects often have bigger
and more complex problems, and that green-
keeping will always be an art or skill. Linking
these, however, he pointed out the ever-
increasing need to understand the science of
greenkeeping. The science, he believes, has to
be be used as a yard stick, as another tool.

I need not elaborate further, for the argu-
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g Let’s two men do the

B work of ten all the year
round. Collects litter,
leaves and all light
debris. The perfect
partner to a blower.
Free demonstrations
nationwide.
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line marking system &
complete with stencil for
marking out G.U.R. areas.

When it comes to G.U.R.

SUPATURF PRODUCTS LTD
AMENITY HOUSE - 2 MAIZEFIELD . HINCKLEY FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
HINCKLEY . LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 1YF FOR FURTHER DETAILS
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It's a glimpse into
the future

ments on testing and analyses have already
been, and will no doubt continue to be, aired
in this publication. As for the much publicised
use of creeping bent, the greens and tees on
the Heritage course are sown with 100% Prov-
idence creeping bent, whilst the other course,
the International, is using a more ‘traditional’
mixture. Again, may I state my own open-
minded approach to these 100% bent grass
greens by saying that if the limitations of and
the precise way to manage such surfaces are
known; and the funds for their intensive
upkeep are available, who is to say that it is
wrong so to do? The base fact is that if the
client specifically requires this type of surface,
using this variety of seed is one of the tools to
achieve such aims.

To illustrate by way of personal example, on
a busy nine hole course with restricted teeing
areas, especially on par 3 holes, I must use a
Dwarf rye grass seed if I am to stand any
chance of achieving year-round play in the
context of my particular budget. I will also
admit to having successfully revived some very
flagging, compacted, Poa annua and Rye dom-
inated greens by extensive turf maintenance
work, plus overseeding with a 100% Egmont
bent. Why? A specific job needed to be done

and Egmont was my tool to crowd out the
undesirable species and restore good surfaces.
With that achieved as stage one, I am now
able to use a more traditional mix and see fes-
cues returning to the sward.

I feel sure those who attended this visit,
rather than being completely overawed,
viewed some of the techniques employed as
perhaps a glimpse into the future. Think of the
following practices, common 15 to 20 years
ago, and see how they now relate to your cur-
rent thinking and maintenance policies. Slit-
ting, scarifying, and top-dressing was once an
annual operation, the mowing of greens just

three times per week (even in the height of the
season) was common, rough and bank mow-
ing was a very occasional practice and ‘presen-
tation’ was of secondary importance. Look also
at some of the materials available. Back then
we slogged over areas many times with little
more than agricultural fertilizers, now a single
pass with a coated, specialised, high nitrogen
product will do the job for eight months.

To conclude, I would suggest that everybody
retains an open mind; there is no expert who
knows it all. Greenkeeping methods and prac-
tices have developed over the years through
this type of exchange of ideas, although the

ERIC HUNTER GRINDERS LTD

HOBSON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BURNOPFIELD, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE,
NEI6 6EB. TEL:(0207) 70316 FAX:(0207)70312

See
us at Haydock
Park 28th/29th
September and
Scotsturf
10th/11th
November

42" capacity Mower Cylinder and Bottom Blade Grinding Machine. A truly ‘precision’
grinder, built to last half a century. Used and preferred by professionals

Quality
engineering at
its accurate
best. Improve
standards

- cut costs

The NEW JUNO 36" capacity Cylinder and Bottom Blade Grinder will accommodate
every make and type of Professional and Domestic cutting cylinders and soleplates.
§ Simple to operate, fast changeover from cylinder to bottom blade grinding.

THESE CLUBS ALREADY DO IT!

Bramiley Golf Club

Caldy Golf club

Carnoustie Golf Links

Cawdor Golf Club
Charleslands Leisure (Co. Wicklow)
Chirk Castle Golf Course

Collingtree Leisure
Crompton & Royton Golf club
Delapre Golf Complex

Eaton Golf Club

Ely City Golf Club

Gleneagles Hotel

Goring and Streetley
Haggs Castle Club
Harpenden Golf Club
Kinross (Green Hotel)
Leek Golf Club

Lingfield Park

Malone Golf Club
Massereene Golf Club
Mere Golf & Country Club
Milltown Golf Club (Dublin)

Mold Golf Club

Piltdown Golf Club
Ponteland Golf Club

Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club
Newbury & Crookham Golf Club
Northwood Golf Clubl

Omonde Fields Golf Club

Pine Ridge Golf Club
Royal Ashdown Forest Golf Club

Royal Dornoch Golf Club
Royal Liverpool Golf Club

Rye Golf Club

St Andrews

Slaley Hall G&C Club

South Moor Golf Club

Tehidy Park Golf Course
Telford Golf Club

The Vale Golf & Country Ciub
Turnberry Hotel
Wellingborough Golf Club
Whitecraigs Golf Club
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"The quality and scale of the project is bound to create
both national and international attention

basic principles never change. Joe Paulin is
eager to admit that this is still the case and
perhaps we have as much to teach those who
manage courses of the LGC type as they have
to teach us.

As financially successful businesses, some of
the early multi-million pound projects had
their fair share of problems, but the LGC has
some simple advantages over its predecessors.
Opening later this year, the recession hope-
fully will have passed. In addition, the course
is much better sited and served by major road
and air links than many others. In the ever
shrinking world of golf, the quality and scale
of the project is bound to create both national
and international attention and the sheer chal-
lenge of the courses will be a major attraction
for Tour events and ‘championship’ organisers.
Many, no doubt, will comment airily that
courses of this nature have in the past had
their heads in the clouds, but I think the green-
keepers of Kent appreciate that in practice the
management team at this project have their
feet firmly placed on the ground.

Concise and clear cut objectives, coupled
with the raising of practical and presentational
standards applied to our own situations, are

in the near future. Take a look through Green-
keeper International and you will see the latest
equipment and materials advertised. Being
able to correctly use them in practice and to be
allowed to do so by our ‘clients’ is perhaps the
greatest challenge in greenkeeping, especially

when we come under ever-increasing pressure
to raise standards in the face of increased lev-
els of play.

B The author, Paul Copsey, is course manager at the
Barnehurst Golf Course. He is also Kent’s ace
reporter for section news in Around The Green.
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perhaps goals that we should all be striving for
LAW ]\ / GE ]\ ]1 THE MOST VERSATILE PICK-UP
MOWER - EASILY THE BEST

MOWS - THATCHES - VERTICUTS - SWEEPS - MULCHES
Ideal for Estates, Parks, Golf Courses. Playing Fields etc.
Designed for all-year-round use, Lawn Genie will mow any length of grass... knee high orchard to ornamental
lawn... and leave an excellent finish. All the cuttings are vacuumed into a huge capacity all metal hopper and then
dumped by means of a cable winch from the operators seat. Alternatively they can be discharged smoothly and
evenly over the ground by use of the quick flip deflector panel. When mowing is not required Lawn Genie will lift
leaves, twigs, pine needles, thatch and all other lawn debris into the quick dump hopper.
The Flail Knife system allows the operator to
* thatch or verticut and then pick up the debris in
one pass, or by using the double-edged knives
and thatching blade together prepare the
ground for overseeding.
; Lawn Genie is available in 36, 48,
60 or 72" cutting widths.

MUST BE SEEN TO BE
BELIEVED

FOR FULL DETAILS
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BoB ANDREWS L1D

1 BILTON IND. ESTATE

LOVELACE RD BRACKNELL
BERKS RG12 4YT
TEL: 0344 862111
o\ C
UANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF
;& F & FINE OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
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