
BIGGA just keeps 
on getting bigger 
More and more greenkeepers are joining 
BIGGA - and the trend is being actively 
encouraged with the launch of the Associa-
tion's biggest ever membership drive. 

BIGGA membership grew by 18% during 
1992 and increased by a further 9% in 1993, 
to stand at a record 5162 members. 

"BIGGA just keeps on getting bigger," said 
the Association's sales and marketing man-
ager, Bill Lynch. "Keep watching our develop-
ment during 1994 because with the 
introduction of our biggest membership pro-
motion to date, we'll be even BIGGA when '94 
membership closes!" 

Despite a growth of some 434 members in 
1993, executive director Neil Thomas says 
there is no room for complacency: "I am 
delighted at our continued growth, however 
each year a substantial number of greenkeep-
ers leave the industry and hence the Associa-
tion. Happily each year this fall out of 
members is more than compensated for by our 
ability to enrol new members. Yet there 
remain many more greenkeepers to be 
attracted to the benefits of BIGGA and an 
ongoing membership drive is essential." 

Golf clubs currently with no BIGGA mem-
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bers in their greenkeeping staff are to be 
specifically targeted. 

Plans for the 1994 membership drive are 
now in place and include the introduction of a 
"Refer two members" scheme. A section of 
each new membership application form will 
allow for entry of the name of a current mem-
ber who is the source of referral to the Associa-
tion. For every two new member referrals who 
subsequently become members, the nominat-
ing member will receive an entry into a prize 
draw. A prize of £600-worth of airline tickets 

will be awarded when the draw takes place at 
BTME '95. 

Commented Neil Thomas: "We hope that 
this scheme will provide an incentive for our 
current members to actively seek out potential 
new members. I suspect that almost every 
greenkeeper knows a fellow greenkeeper who 
does not belong to BIGGA and there can be no 
doubt that a concentrated effort by our mem-
bers will result in a substantially enlarged 
membership." 

T w o recent cases highlight the merits of 
being a member of the Association: 
• BIGGA's legal advisory service came to the 
aid of a member claiming unfair dismissal 
from his golf club. At an industrial tribunal, 
the Association's lawyers played their part in 
obtaining £15,000 compensation for the 
BIGGA member. 
• The Association's insurers paid out £5,000 
to the family of a BIGGA member, fol lowing 
his untimely death. A personal accident policy 
forms part of the membership package. 

For details of the 1994 membership benefits, 
see Pages 23-29. A post-paid membership 
enquiry card is opposite Page 2. 
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ALL YEAR ROUND QUALITY TURF 
Sovereign Turf is purpose g r o w n qual i ty t u r f 

as using only the top STRI cult ivators and 
g r o w n on we l l drained sandy soil ensures 

consistent qual i ty all the year round. 
Harvested in big or small rolls and del ivered 
in twen ty - fou r hours, Sovereign is ideal fo r 

landscapes, ameni ty users and gol f courses. 

SOVEREIGN 
TURF 

Use top STRI seed varieties • Turf samples 
available • Wide range of turf grades • 

Produced by specialist grower • Delivery or 
collection • Available 365 days a year 

Fir Tree Farm • Blaxhall • Woodbridge • Suffolk • IP12 2DX. 
Telephone: 0728 688984 
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V E R D E 

S P O R T S 
L I M I T E D 

UNIT 2S, 
COWLING MILL, 

COWLING BROW, 
CHORLEY, 

LANCASHIRE. 
PR6 OQG 

TEL: 0257 269069 
0257 269983 

FAX: 0257 26I064 

PLEASE CALL 
FOR FREE 
SAMPLES 

AND 
INFORMATION 

Sports surface 
technology 

• V E R D E T E E F R A M E 
Raised steel p lat form wi th fu l ly 
adjustable legs. Top quality dr iv ing 
surface. 

• V E R D E W I N T E R T E E 
Spacious art i f icial tees. Self install kits 
for the practical groundsman looking 
for good value. 

, • V E R D E D R I V I N G M A T S 
Dr iv ing range and practice mats. 
Proven life o f over two years on busy 
ranges. Best qual i ty - Best prices. 

• A R T I F I C I A L P U T T I N G SURFACES 

' • ALL DRIVING RANGE REQUIREMENTS 

• D R I V I N G B A Y S FOR C L U B A N D 
H O M E . Comprehensive selection o f 
frames and net enclosures. 

Ar t i f ic ia l , sports surfaces and equipment 
for a range of sport and leisure activit ies. 


