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fference in golf course greenkeeping between
any and Scotland is quite striking. To a large
his may be attributed to Germans slavishly follow-
American example, rather than attempting to
e traditions of ‘real’ golf, such as may be found
d and elsewhere in the British Isles. The point
made: Britain is a much closer neighbour than
and one might sensibly assume therefore that it
more appropriate example to follow.

- Wall to wall manicuring and course ‘prettifying’ has
beecome the essential criteria, not only in Germany but in
many other European countries, and the true turf quality
e greenkeepers know to be critical to the game has in
general been sacrificed, or at least not fully recognised as
ing of high priority, in the European quest for a ‘beauti-
© fully green’ golf course.

As with most developing industries, initial influences can
have a lasting and sometimes irreversible effect. This may
be seen to the extent that fescue greens are unheard of in |
Germany. To some extent this is understandable, for in
very many instances greens have been improperly con-
structed using poor materials and employing doubtful
specifications. They are then built only to about 350 —
500m? in size, with crazy contours which severely restrict
pin positions.

. In my experience, tees also are generally too small in
ea, offering little scope for movement following natural
, whilst often being set at incorrect angles and in
cases being uneven to boot. Bunker design and posi-
.also leaves a lot to be desired on many courses.
iy clubs in Germany have suffered through bad
n, despite having paid a great deal of money,
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thing is something which I am led to
common in Scotland as well!
ing and summer applications of NPK fertilisers,
watering (to stop the ball on greens, never
utting quality), autumn fertilisers often high in
lack of regular and appropriate aeration and the
quality compost top-dressings are not uncom-
s on German golf courses, regardless of soil
types and with inevitable results (not to mention costs!).

Poa annua is by far the most dominant grass species, par-
ticularly on greens, even on very young greens originally
sown out to Agrostis Palustris. Here again the American
influence is strongly evident in both northern and southern
parts of the country, although some courses have started out
with festuca rubra/agrostis tenuis seed mixtures on greens
only to succumb to Poa annua infestation. Ryegrass fairways
are commonplace and various unsuitable seed mixtures
have been used on teeing grounds.

Greenkeeper education in Germany is in its infancy and is
consequently well behind the training available at colleges
in Scotland. With no established golfing heritage and with
little recognition of the original concepts of the game, many
ill-conceived developments have resulted.

| have seen it happen — the president or owner of a golf
¢lub will suddenly decide that the course needs some water
hazards (which he saw whilst on holiday in the USA), per-
haps a windmill or two, or flower beds around the tees! This
public park concept has little in common with golf in the
real sense. In light of this and other circumstances I consider

education in Germany to be even more critical than

ucatlon if real progress is to be made in the
uality golf courses.
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ball receptiveness, and colour is irrelevant.
In Scotland then, the art of greenkeeping is very
the fore, based on good old-fashioned common sen
long standing traditions, both of which have been ai

and intensified to meet modern demands. This n

approach to course maintenance is in direct contra
artificial German approach. I think it is the only way
duce fine fescue dominated turf, the ultimate in qui
the game of golf.

I would thoroughly recommend a stay in Scotlal
aspiring young European greenkeepers, working
experienced course manager such as Carnoust
Philp. The experience to be gained regarding
aspects of fine turf maintenance and production
turf nursery areas, not to mention the reconst:
on greens, tees and bunkers, is invaluable. Be g
learn and work hard because, like most things.
only get out what you put in.
® The author, Dutchman Ame Van Amerongen, i
years working as a course manager in Europe,
Germany. He trained at a BIGGA approved col
Britain and was nominated for the Toro/PGA E
Young Greenkeeper of the Year in 1990. H

employed at Carnoustie Golf Links whilst stud:
in Golf Course Management.




