
of the exhib i tors a n d w h a t you c a n e x p e c t t o s e e 

Gloster a listing in the Good 
Wood Guide published by Friends 
of the Earth. Tel: 0272 540349 
• The British Association of 
Golf Course Constructors will be 
exhibiting at Stoneleigh, on Stand 
No. EX H5. 

Tim Banks, Secretary of the 
BAGCC, together with Jonathan 
Franks of British Seed Houses and 
Mark Pierson of Brian D Pierson 

(Contractors) Limited, will be on 
hand to offer advice to those 
interested in golf development. 

For further details telephone 
0202 822372. 
• For the first time, Barenbrug 
UK will be demonstrating a selec-
tion of its BAR range of amenity 
grass seed mixtures at the Land-
scape Industries '92. 

There are 15 mixtures, all of 

which have been formulated to 
meet the exacting professional 
standards for golf, landscaping, 
turf and amenity use. Whatever 
the requirement, ranging from 
putting greens to tennis courts, or 
from hard- wearing rugby pitches 
to roadside verges, one of the 
blends will fit the bill. A careful 
choice of high-performance grass 
varieties are especially tailored to 

customers' requirements and the 
intended end use of the turf. Con-
sideration is also given to low 
maintenance needs and environ-
mental concerns. 

Barenbrug UK is able to provide 
such carefully targeted mixtures 
because it has outstanding grass 
varieties in every category of the 
STRI turfgrass seed lists. Tel: 
0359 70766. 

A R O U N D T H E 

GREEN 
Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions 

C L E V E L A N D 
A busy month of lectures and social activities 
in March to report, beginning with a talk given 
by Ian Webster from Houghall College, 
Durham, on "Water Management". Ian sug-
gested that water management is all too easy: 
just programme the timing and greens are 
watered while we sleep. But do we know how 
much water is already in the soil? We need to, 
and by using a moisture meter (which probes 
the soil), we can obtain an instant read-out. 
We need to allow for evaporation on sunny 
days, transpiration loss in growing conditions, 
and irrigate only to make up for those losses. 
Soil moisture checks should be undertaken 
two or three times a week, greenkeepers then 
will learn quickly how their greens drain water 
away: if they draw slowly (on clay or peaty 
soil) then irrigation should be applied with 
caution. It is too easy to over-irrigate and the 
suggestion is water frugally and if in doubt -
don't. Two key factors are to feed little and 
often and apply just enough water to keep the 
grass alive. In addition, wetting agents are 
deemed desirable. By September, greenkeep-
ers should be watering sparingly, for we will 
soon experience poor drying days and rain will 
be expected. Too much irrigation + rain = 
waterlogging and aggravates thatch build-up 
through lack of oxygen. The result - soggy 
greens all winter. Do water carefully, for we 
are all wiser on looking back on the water 
applied six weeks ago: now look forward six 
weeks and think carefully. 

Neville Newmarch addressed us on the 
implications of COSHH, suggesting that we 
need to assess the dangers of chemical sub-
stances and recognise the danger to the user 
(the greenkeeper) and the public (the golfer) 
and to stop and think - is there an alternative? 
We must use chemicals as a last resort. Chemi-
cal symbols tell us of the dangers and we must 
be aware of the requirement for protective 
clothing, the handling of substances (with 

great care) and protecting ourselves - mouth, 
nose, skin contact etc. COSHH is for the pro-
tection of all, so play safe and take all neces-
sary precautions. 

Finally, also in March, our committee held a 
celebratory dinner to mark our national chair-
man's year of office. George Malcolm was pre-
sented with an inscribed decanter set by 
section chairman Harry Lees. The Middles-
brough GC are delighted that George has rep-
resented our national interests and their 
chairman, Jack Higgins, gratefully received a 
plaque from Viscount Whitelaw which is to be 
wall mounted in the clubhouse. Ian Holoran 
presented George with a framed photograph. 

BRUCE BURNELL 

N O R T H E R N 
Another month goes by and when you read 
this our annual dinner dance and first golf 
competition will already be history. 

Our lecture season has now finished and it 
was pleasing to see more people attending -
keep it up! However, not many BIGGA mem-
bers turned up for our last event, which was a 
quiz night with our colleagues from the IOG. It 
was a good night, we were made very wel-
come at Headingley and the event could possi-
bly be repeated next year. By the way, BIGGA 
won the quiz - of course! 
Golf events are filling up quickly so don't delay 
in booking, £10 deposit to me at 23 Hinchliffe 
Avenue, Baildon, West Yorkshire. BD17 6QY. 

Our friends in the trade are again being very 
generous with Henson & Chattell sponsoring 
our last mailshot, Yorkshire Mowers again 
sponsoring our Invitation Day, Pattissons the 
famous Roses Match and Chaplins our Autumn 
Tournament. Many thanks to you all, it is 
greatly appreciated. 

Looking ahead now to the 1992/93 lecture 
season, some interesting events are being lined 
up - a trip to see the John Deere plant in Not-
tingham, a Lloyds workshop (as we had to 

cancel the trip to them, they have offered to 
come to us - so I hope it will be well sup-
ported), and also Eddie Seaward from the All 
England Lawn Tennis Club at Wimbledon. I 
have met Eddie and been shown the complex 
there. I can assure you all that his talk will be 
very interesting, both for greenkeepers and 
their wives. 

BOB LUPTON 

D E V O N & C O R N W A L L 
St Enodoc G.C. was the venue for our March 
meeting, the morning competition being for 
the Supaturf Head Greenkeepers & Trade Tro-
phy and the May & Baker Assistants Trophy. 
Members were also competing for places in 
the 1992 Iseki regional final and just to make 
things more complicated, competitions were 
played over St Enodoc's two courses, this to 
comply with their handicap rule. 

Our Zero to 18 handicap golfers played the 
ever testing Church course, with our 19 to 28 
handicap section playing the shorter Hollywell 
course. As scores were being counted it came 
as no surprise that all the winning scores came 
from the Hollywell course, though I am sure 
all who played the demanding Church course 
were quite happy at just having the opportu-
nity to play this unique layout. After an excel-
lent lunch, John Palfrey of Avoncrop 
Amenities and Paul Clift of Rhone Poulenc 
presented the prizes to the lucky winners, as 
follows:- Supaturf Head Greenkeepers Trade 
Trophy: 1st D Parr 42 pts., 2nd J Manley 38 
pts., 3rd S Redman 36 pts. The May & Baker 
Assistants Trophy: 1st T Clark 43 pts., 2nd T 
Blackburn 41 pts., 3rd N Macintyre 39 pts. Our 
thanks to John Palfrey and Paul Clifton for 
presenting the prizes. 

The qualifiers for the Iseki regional final at 
Isle of Purbeck GC on Wednesday June 17th 
are (0-9) C Rawlings, N Gagg, P Newcombe, R 
Hall, and L Millar. (10-18) B Lewer, B Sum-
mers, T Pipe, T Farkins, and W Potter. 44 
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43 (19-28) T Clark, R Parr, T Blackburn, 
N Macintyre and J Bullen. PLEASE MAKE 
SURE YOU INFORM GORDON CHILD OF 
YOUR AVAILABILITY TO PLAY. 

Our afternoon educational talk was pre-
sented by Malcolm Jones on aspects of Health 
and Safety. Malcolm cleared up some of the 
grey areas of recent legislation, informing 
members that three wheel ATV's have been 
banned from sale due to instability. A question 
was raised from the floor with regard to the 
three wheel Cushman, which many had 
thought of as an ATV. 

Malcolm's answer was that he is of the opin-
ion that a Cushman was not an ATV but he 
wasn't sure on this matter.* His interesting 
talk was cut short through lack of time, though 
members have asked him to return and con-
tinue at a later date, Perranporth being the 
possible date next February. The section 
extend thanks to St Enodoc GC for allowing us 
the use of their excellent facilities and to Stu-
art Dymond and his team, who prepared the 
links in superb condition. 

RICHARD WHYMAN 
* Ransomes advised Greenkeeper International 
that the Cushman is not an ATV in the accepted 
sense of the terminology, i.e. it is not an ALL 
TERRAIN VEHICLE, having been designed specif-
ically for use on fine turf- Editor. 

SOUTH WEST 
Stinchcombe Hill Golf Club was the venue for 
the final Winter Programme Meeting for 
1991/2. This harder-than-average to find 
course nestles in the hills (somewhere) over-
looking the River Severn, Oldbury Nuclear 
Power Station and the Severn Bridge. 

At this point the reader may just get a hint 
of the difficulty the undersigned had in actu-
ally finding the place, and eternal thanks are 
due to the petrol pump attendant in North 
Nibley (I think), whose immortal response to 
the question "how do I get to the golf course?" 
was (in suitably broad accent) "bad place to 
start from, this." He wasn't kidding either! 
Anyway, we made it with seconds to spare. 

We found the course in much improved con-
dition over recent years and Matthew Ayres, a 
non-member on the staff at Stinchcombe 
(soon to join, we hope), showed us all how to 
play, recording the best score of 36 points. The 
actual result was as follows: 1st M. Pearce, 
Wells 34pts. 2nd P. Godwin, Tracy Park 33pts. 
3rd Powell, Filton 32pts. 4th S. Frankcom, 
Tracy Park 32pts. 

Our thanks to Stinchcombe GC and their 
staff for their hospitality, also to Avoncrop & 
Techsol for their generous prizes. After lunch 
it was over to Peter Jefford of Rufford Top 
Dress Supplies for a most informative lecture 
on the perils of choosing top dressing for your 
course. There's more, much more, in choosing 
top dressing than meets the eye and our con-
gratulations and thanks to Peter for putting it 
over so well. 

Congratulations to Kevin Green of Filton 
and his wife (who I'm told played some small 
part) on the birth of their daughter, Katy-Ann. 
I'm reliably informed that Kevin's quiet dispo-
sition has remained largely unaltered, apart 
from soft snoring at break times as he attempts 
to catch up on his sleep. Commiserations to 
'Merv-the-Swerve' Gray from Clevedon, on his 
recent injury sustained on the course. We all 
hope he is soon back to full health and look 
forward to seeing him at the next section 
event. 

format as usual being afternoon golf and tea -
please enter promptly. 

The annual England v Scotland match will 
take place at Reigate Heath GC on July 30th. 
Players in recent years will testify that this is 
contested with the ferocity of the Calcutta Cup 
and it is also noted that an English victory is 
long overdue. Anyone wishing to play should 
contact Derek Walder (England) or Robert 
Brewer (Scotland) who will select the teams 
accordingly. 

Despite recent appeals, I have received little 
feedback from members regarding sectional 
news. Remember that births, marriages, pro-
motions and witty anecdotes may well be of 
interest to our members and I'm sure these 
must occur with some frequency. Please don't 
hesitate to forward any such items to either 
Dave Andrews or myself. 

ROGER TYDEMAN 
SHEFFIELD 
The section would like to thank David Golding 
for presenting the talk on education at our 
March lecture, held at Rotherham Golf Club. 

Also thanks to Yorkshire executive Mr Peter 
Wharton, who came along to the meeting to 
update our members on what is happening 
with the education syllabus at Askham Bryan 
College. Mr Wharton is a member of the Col-
lege Advisory Committee. 

I have just completed Phase III City & Guilds 
Management at Askham Bryan, a course 
tightly packed with vital training for today's 
course manager. The list given here will give 
you some idea of the syllabus: Surveying and 
planning; Golf course design; Conservation; 
Tree preservation; Fertilisers; Plant care; His-
tory of golf; Soils and drainage; Herbicides; 
Labour planning, organisation and costing; 
Machinery costings; Budgeting exercise (main 
project); Computing; Quotations; Filing sys-
tems; Stocktaking; Ordering goods; Machinery 
records; Partial budgets; negotiation; Employ-
ment legislation; Highways legislation; Indus-
trial relations; Training; Man management; 
Safety legislation; Wages; VAT; Disciplinary 
procedures; Interviewing procedures and 
recruitment; How to draw up a C.V.; How to 
place an advert.; Report writing; Supervision 
of staff; Forward planning; Long term plan-
ning; Assignment visits; Work study; Presenta-
tion of written work; Verbal presentation; 
Communication and Personal presentation. 

The student is given assignment work to 
take home - with a deadline. The wise entrant 
will be prepared to allocate adequate time to 
complete if he/she wants good marks. 

Remember, knowledge is power, so take full 
advantage of the training the colleges are 
offering to enhance your status as a green-
keeper and your skills as a manager. 

Nick Bisset, John Middleton, Ian Snape and 
Bruce Cox are all excellent management 
tutors, and we as greenkeepers are indebted to 
them for their encouragement, enthusiasm 
and patience in guiding us through the City & 
Guilds examinations. 

So if you are debating enrolling for a college 
management-course, all I can say is 'the satis-
faction far outweighs the inconvenience'. If 
you require any information on the matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

JANE RYAN 
NORTH WALES 
Here we are again looking forward to another 
successful season. I would like to take this 

Please keep those applications for the pesti-
cide training courses coming in. There is a 
popular misconception that all operators over 
the age of 27 are covered under the famous 
'grandfather' clause, but this is not the case. 
The code states that some appropriate instruc-
tion must have been received: some of us may 
not be as secure as we think we are. 

The section committee would like to meet 
all members, especially new members, at (at 
least) one meeting this year, so please make 
an effort to come along and see what we do. 
I'm sure you won't be disappointed. 

Turning to even more recent matters, as a 
Cirencester man born and bred I felt a tremen-
dous sense of pride in seeing so many cele-
brated greenkeepers at the National Education 
Conference, not to mention several illustrious, 
or in one or two cases notorious, experts from 
within the turfgrass industry. I hope that many 
will now recognise Cirencester as being much 
more than an insignificant dot on the map on 
the short cut between the M4 & M5, and took 
the chance to enjoy the town Roman villa & 
wall, the 11th century church, the diverse Eliz-
abethan and Victorian architecture and not 
forgetting Tesco Homebase and the Burger-
King! 

The atmosphere from Friday morning to 
Sunday afternoon was charged and electric, 
learning interspersed liberally with good 
humour. It's virtually impossible (and probably 
quite unfair) to single out any particular high 
point, though the three Americans, Tom Cook, 
Bill Roberts and Patrick O'Brien were quite 
outstanding, as were (on our side) the three 
working greenkeepers, Derek Green, Laurie 
Pithie and Bernard Findlay. Tipping the scales 
4-3 to us was the irrepressible Jon Allbutt, 
who makes a potentially deathly subject very 
palatable indeed. 

There were hints-a-plenty on public speak-
ing technique for any would-be future speak-
ers, these ranged from cracking jokes early on, 
to near respiratory failure (in an effort to 
breathe slowly), and from plenty of eye con-
tact, to assault with a ladies nine-iron. Thanks 
from the rank-and-file membership, to all at 
head office, and for Lindum Turf & their asso-
ciates, whose hard work and sponsorship 
made this event not only happen, but also run 
as smoothly as this weekend obviously did. 

PAUL WORSTER 
SURREY 
The regional Gentlemen's Dinner held at Wal-
ton Heath on March 17th saw Mick Haynes 
employ his local knowledge in difficult condi-
tions to take the main prize. However, the very 
next day he injured his .leg playing football 
and may struggle to play his Huxley Bowl 
match (Competitors note: round one due by 
May 18th). 

Returning to its traditional venue at New 
Zealand GC is the Cresta Cup on June 8th, the 



opportunity to wish all new members every 
success in their first year of membership. In 
addition, I would like to wish Mark Proctor 
and his family all the best, for Mark has taken 
on the new job of course manager at Carden 
Park GC. 

Going on to something different, many 
thanks to all concerned for organising our 
recent welding lecture at Northop College. 
These events could possibly be better 
attended, so please lads, give us more support 
if you possibly can. 

Dates for your diary include May 21st for 
our spring tournament, which will be held 
over the delightful setting of Chester (Curzon 
Park) GC. Please also note that this is an Iseki 
qualifier (tee times are from 10.00 am - 11.45 
am) and also note that no entries will be 
accepted on the day. Please send off your 
entries (and the payment) before the event. 
Members requiring additional information 
regarding this event should call T. Adamson 
on 0978 852908. 

Finally, don't forget - if you have any news, 
views or opinions, please contact 'yours truly" 
on 0248 712490. 

DS PROCTOR 

L O N D O N 
Several members of the London section 
attended the National Conference at Cirences-
ter in March, which gets better every year. I 
know our members were enthralled by the 
talks given by some of the speakers and 
equally enjoyed the after lecture discussions 
which took place. A big hello to Adrian and 
Ian from Hadden Hill GC, near Didcot in 
Oxfordshire-by the way, have you sorted out 
your education yet? 

April 9th saw our Spring Tournament 
played at W. Middx. GC, the sun shining all 
day and everyone enjoying it immensely. My 
partner and myself only managed 10 holes in 
the morning, due to a few uneducated (in golf 
course etiquette) members of W. Middx., but 
the course was a fine test for all the players. 
Thanks to the Club for making us most wel-
come throughout the day. Two new trophies 
were being contested for this year: the Sta-
Brite Shield for the a.m. medal round and the 
Turf Management Systems Salver for the p.m. 
Stableford. Results were: (morning) lst-
Robert Washbrook, Hadley Wood GC, nett 69 
off 13 handicap. 2nd - Steve Cox, Abridge GC 
nett 70 off 17. 3rd- Darren Burdis, Hadley 
Wood GC nett 71 off 6. (afternoon) 1st -Steve 
Cox, Abridge GC 43 points off 17, 2nd - John 
Jackson, Wanstead GC 38 points off 4. 3rd -
Robert Phillips, Porters Park GC, 37 points off 
10. There was also a guest prize which was 
won by Peter Phillips with 28 points. 

The morning medal round was also the 
qualifier for the Iseki championship and those 
players moving forward to the next round at 
Chelmsford are: Darren Burdis-Hadley Wood. 
John Jackson-Wanstead. Craig Handiside-
Hadley Wood. Ian Robins-Porters Park. Robert 
Washbrook -Hadley Wood. Steve Cox-Abridge. 
Chris Carpenter-Brookmans Park. Norman 
Exley-Northwood. Richard Dunne-Mill Hill. 
Gary Speller-Abridge. Mark Skelton-West 
Middx., and Geoff Fowler-Sandy Lodge. 

All our members were certainly dressed 
accordingly, both on and off the course, which 
was good to see and your committee hopes 
this will continue. Our thanks to all the com-
panies which continue to support us, espe-
cially ICI, StaBrite, Parkers, Rigby Taylor, Turf 
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Management Systems and CMW. 

On a final note, Craig Handyside has taken 
over as temporary secretary of the section, as 
Brian Kelly is unwell. Get well soon, Brian. 
Craig's telephone number is 081 447 0214 and 
you should call him if you have any queries. 

ANDREW PHILLIPS 

M I D L A N D S 
Having just returned from Cirencester, where 
our National Education Conference was held, I 
must mention how successful this event was 
and praise the high quality of the speakers, 
who covered a wide range of subjects. These 
subjects prompted much discussion during the 
evenings and indeed well into the early hours 
of the morning. The venue was an excellent 
choice, set in such attractive surroundings and 
backed by splendid facilities. Thanks are surely 
due to the staff at headquarters for the fine 
way in which this event was organised. 

On March 20th we held the last of our lec-
tures during the winter period, with an excel-
lent turn-out of 45 people in attendance. The 
first speaker, Martin Ford, gave a very interest-
ing talk on trees, followed by John Franklin 
(with support given by Howard Storey) repre-
senting John Deere, his talk being followed by 
a working demonstration with the whole John 
Deere range being made available for use. Our 
thanks to John Deere for providing a buffet for 
those attending, and to Ivan Beetlestone and 
his Club - Telford G&CC- for both organising 
the event and allowing us the use of their facil-
ities. 

Two dates to remember are June 18th for 
our Summer Tournament at Handsworth GC., 
with the closing date for this event being May 
13 th. 

DEAN CLEAVER 

N O R T H W E S T 
As I compiled these notes at the end of March, 
I realised we were only two weeks away from 
our annual tournament against North Wales -
how time flies! 

Looking at the team list for this first match I 
also became aware that some of the usual 
names were missing; and then it dawned on 
me - I had been doing this job for too long, for 
some of the 'regulars' are now retired and (I'm 
sure) getting enough golf in at their leisure. 
However, I am equally sure that we will finish 
with a full and capable team, hopefully attract-
ing some of the lower handicap players to 
swell the ranks. 

I have little else to write other than to ask 
you all to support the golf fixtures throughout 
the summer - and if you have any news please 
give me a call on 051 724 5412. 

BERT CROSS 

N O R T H E A S T 
Warkworth GC was the venue for our Spring 
Tournament in April, a friendly Club that 

made us all feel very welcome. The day was 
about the warmest we have had so far and 
resulted in the largest turn-out yet . - with 
almost fifty players taking part. The results 
were: Best gross: Tony McLure, Whickham GC 
: 70. Best nett: Robert Bell, Slaley Hall G&CC: 
95-28 = 67. Assistants Cup: David Jennings, 
Newbiggin GC: 71-3 = 68. Veterans Prize: 
Steve Pope, Tyneside GC: 77-9 = 68. Other 
leading scores: J.Richardson, Whickham GC: 
74-8 = 68. S Cram, Slaley Hall G&CC: 84-
15=69. M Gunn, Tyneside GC: 77-8=69. I 
Johnson, Stocksfield GC: 81-11 = 70. N Parkin, 
Hexham GC: 75-5 = 70. 

The qualifiers for ISEKI are (0-9) D Jen-
nings, J Richardson, S Pope, M Gunn with 
reserves A McLure and N Parkin. (10-18) S 
Cram, I Johnson, G Gainsford, B Weddell with 
reserves A Fiddes and P Hetherington. (19-28) 
R Bell, K Rutherford, R Creane, G Proudlock 
with reserves B Hughes and J Rippon. 

Our thanks to Warkworth GC for entertain-
ing us, to Alf Fiddes (head greenkeeper) for 
the excellent condition of the course and to 
the donating companies: Ryton Gravel Co., 
Turf Care Supplies, Shorts of Whitburn, 
Thompsons (Quarries), Rigby Taylor, Pattis-
sons, Ruffords, Stewarts of Edinburgh and ICI. 
A special thanks to Abcon (top dressings) for 
financing all the competitors meals! 

JIMMY RICHARDSON 

S C O T T I S H R E G I O N 
The Scottish Region Conference took place at 
Langside College, Glasgow on March 10th, a 
day in which we had everything from pouring 
rain and bright skies, followed by hail and 
snow. However, this did not deter people from 
travelling from as far afield as Southerness 
and Fortrose on the Black Isle. Six speakers 
entertained the audience of 140. 

Colin Urquhart, Langside College, spoke on 
greenkeeping education and of the varied 
types and contents of courses covered at 
Woodburn House. Colin was followed by the 
ebullient Danny Godfrey of Inter-Seeds, who 
gave his audience a further insight into the 
breeding and selection of seeds, backed up 
with some interesting slides. Unfortunately 
Chris Kennedy from Wentworth had to with-
draw at a late date but his capable assistant, 
Jim McKenzie, took over to tell us about the 
Good, the Bad and the Ugly sides of green-
keeping as he saw it. By using his collection of 
slides, Jim emphasised these points more 
vividly. This was followed by Neil Thomas, 
who addressed the audience on 'BIGGA - The 
Crossroads', where we have come from and 
where (hopefully) we are going. Following on 
from the progress made in the last 5 years, 
Neil stressed that there was a great need for 
our membership to give the Association their 
whole-hearted support and at the same time to 
impress upon non-members the benefits to be 
gained by being a member of the Association. 

Just before lunch a presentation of a magnif-
icent print from a painting of the Old Course, 
St. Andrews was made to Cecil George from 
the Scottish region, to thank him for all the 
hard work he had put into the Association 
over many years, with hopefully many more to 
come. The presentation was made by our 
chairman, John Crawford. After lunch Ben 
Simpson of Alginure astounded everyone with 
his slides on the many and varied uses of sea-
weed throughout all ranges of landscaping 
and horticulture. Finally George Brown of 
Turnberry told us in his own inimitable 54 



45 manner how he was always open-
minded about all greenkeeping practices and 
how what was good for one course might not 
be suitable for another. There was an intrigu-
ing insight into George's ideas of bunker reno-
vation and also the exasperation and delights 
of working a links course on the West coast of 
Scotland after winter storms and on beautiful 
summer days. All in all it was a good day. 

My thanks go to all the speakers and Cecil 
George and John Crawford who chaired the 
two sessions. To Langside College in allowing 
us the use of the facility and to the catering 
staff. I especially thank Colin Urquhart and 
Margaret Hamilton from Langside for their 
assistance, and Willie Blair, Chris Yeaman, 
Andrew Forrest and Fraser Ross for their assis-
tance at registration. This was the first time a 
conference had been held at Langside and 
there were a few problems, most of which 
were overcome. The main problem was proba-
bly the lack of parking spaces at and around 
the college. That aside, the day was very suc-
cessful and we look forward to the 1993 con-
ference, which will probably be held at 
Oatridge College, again in March. 

The annual Match Scottish Region v the Sec-
retaries Association, took place at Elie Golf 
House Club on Wednesday 18th March. After 
extremely heavy rain all morning throughout 
Scotland everyone was a bit apprehensive, but 
as usual Elie was dry and mud free. Mind you, 
there was a gale blowing and when Brian 
Lawrie, Elie head greenkeeper told us that 
play was off the medal tees, visions of another 
win for the greenkeepers seemed acceptable, 
due to our being used to working in such con-
ditions. When our leading couple, the vice-
chairman of the Scottish Region, Gordon Moir 
and his partner Cecil George, strode to a flour-

AROUND THE 
GREEN 

ishing 5/4 victory the writing was on the wall 
and the second match also finished at the 14th 
- another win for the Region ?? Well someone 
forgot to teli the secretaries that they're not 
supposed to win and except for Sam Morrison 
and Joe Wallace, the match was a rout: Secre-
taries 6 Greenkeepers 2. 

There will have to be some serious selection 
before the '93 match and many of the regulars 
should be shaking in their shoes. Well done all 
you gallant secretaries, ably led by captain 
Gilbert Dempster from Longniddry. Just in 
case our captain for the day Gordon Moir and 
Cecil get carried away with themselves with 
their win, I would remind them that their 
opponents were approximately 50 years older 
(combined) than them. All in all it was a fine 
day, finished with a blether, a dram, a guid 
meal and stories from the respective captains. 
Our thanks to Sandy Sneddon, secretary at 
Elie and all the Elie staff for their hospitality 
and to Brian Lawrie and his men for the excel-
lent condition of the course. Next time Brian, 
put us off the ladies tees - maybe we will then 
have a chance . 

ELLIOTT SMALL 

AD 
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Town Country 
SPECIALIST CONTRACTORS IN 

TURF MAINTENANCE 

"What's going 
on down there ? 

Hydroject™ 3000 
Compaction on Greens and Tees etc "in need of aeration"? 

Get the new Hydroject working for you all year round! 
Also our Vermeer TS 44 Tree Spade is for hire - transplanting 

trees on site economically. 
Call on Town & Country 

For a competitive hire rate, and professional service within the 
UK and all European countries. 

Unit 4, Brainwood Farm, Cooksmill Green, Roxwell, Essex CM1 3SJ 
Tel: (0245) 248402 • Mobile: 0831 634644 • Fax:, (0245) 248449 

NORTH SCOTLAND 
Following on from last 
month, here are the 
four remaining speak-
ers. Our fifth and final 
speaker in the morning 
of our one-day confer-
ence will be David Gold-
ing, his subject naturally 
being education, with 
particular reference to 
the Master Greenkeeper 
Certificate. Maybe this 
will provide the spur 
needed for North Scot-
land section members to 
enrol - for so far we 
have no participants. I 
believe this will be 
David's first seminar in 
Scotland and we are 
indebted to Neil 
Thomas for taking over 
his duties to allow him 
to come north. Follow-
ing David's talk will be a 
question and answer 
session, followed by 
lunch. This will be fol-
lowed by Peter Lloyd, 
assistant secretary of the 
Scottish PGA. Peter is to 
give us a light-hearted 
look at life SPGA style. 
We welcome a speaker 
from the professional 
body just as we wel-
come a member of the 
IOG, Mr Andrew Mur-

ray,as our seventh speaker. Andrew was parks 
manager of Kirkaldy DC until retirement and 
he will be addressing us on golf course mainte-
nance in the public sector. 

Last but by no means least, we have Eric 
Shiel, executive consultant of the JGCC. The 
Joint Golf Course Committee was set up by the 
R&A, aimed at giving golfers a better deal and 
improving conditions on courses, its birth was 
the direct result of "The Way Forward" docu-
ment, which was published a few years ago. 
Mr Shiel's talk will be "The Way Forward - An 
Update", with the JGCC telling me that by con-
ference time they hope to have a significant 
message to impart - we look forward to hear-
ing it! 

Following all this will be a lively question 
and answer session, wrapping up what we 
hope will be an interesting and educational 
day. There are 180 seats available in the col-
lege lecture theatre, so when you get your 
application, return it quickly to avoid disap-
pointment. 

Congratulations to ex North Scotland chair-
man John Flint, who after 50 years of golfing 
has recently recorded his first hole in one. 
Well done, John, there is hope for us all! On a 
more serious note, congratulations are due to 
John Geddes, who is leaving Kintore GC to 
become head greenkeeper at Ellon GC., and to 
Derek Lithgow, a Scot who is returning north 
from London to become head greenkeeper at 
Banchory GC, taking over from Jeffrey Herd, 
who after 30 years as head man is stepping 
down to the quieter role of assistant. Other 
movements are David Sinclair, assistant at 
Royal Aberdeen, moving to a similar post at 
Cruden Bay and Graham Mackie, assistant at 
Murcar, moving to Gleneagles. Martin Orawe, 
newly qualified Dornoch greenkeeper, is join-
ing the Scottish takeover at Wentworth. We 
wish them all well in their new jobs, along 
with any other members on the move. 

IAIN MACLEOD 

COMING UP 
June 3rd-4th: Landscape Industries 

'92. Trade Show - National Agricul-
tural Centre, Stoneleigh, Warwick-
shire. 

July 16th-19th: The Open Champi-
onship - Muirfield, Scotland. 

August 10th-12th: BIGGA National 
Golf Tournament - Littlestone GC, 
Kent. 

September 8th-10th: IOG Trade Exhi-
bition - Peterborough, Northants. 

September 24th: ISEKI Champi-
onships Final - Coventry GC, War-
wickshire. 

October 12th: TORO/PGA European 
Tour Student Greenkeeper of 
the Year Award - Aldwark Manor, 
York. 

October 14th-15th: KUBOTA Chal-
lenge - The Belfry, Sutton Coldfield, 
Warwickshire. 

October 26th-November 27th: BIGGA 
Management Courses (five 
weeks) - Aldwark Manor, York. 

November llth-12th: IOG Scotsturf 
Trade Exhibition, Edinburgh. 

November 12th -14th: Golf Course 
Europe '92 Show - Cannes, 
France. 




