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L e t t e r s t o t h e e d i t o r a r e a l w a y s w e l c o m e . T h e y 
s h o u l d b e s i g n e d a n d c a r r y t h e w r i t e r ' s a d d r e s s 
a n d t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r . T h e e d i t o r r e s e r v e s t h e 
r i g h t t o e d i t l e t t e r s f o r l e n g t h , c l a r i t y , l i b e l a n d 
g o o d t a s t e . P l e a s e s e n d l e t t e r s t o : T h e E d i t o r , 
G r e e n k e e p e r I n t e r n a t i o n a l , 1 3 F i r l e C l o s e , 
S e a f o r d , E a s t S u s s e x B N 2 5 2 H L LMe/v 
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I We write concerning a green issue which 
has come to our attention over the last few 
years, that of the use of plastic containers for 
the storage of organic based foliar feeds. As an 
eighteen hole golf course, we use 90 or more 
of these 25 litre drums each year, which we 
think could be refilled and used again by the 
manufacturers. It is an environmentally 
unsound practice to have to burn or dump the 
containers after use when they are perfectly 
capable of being used again. 

We feel the sports turf industry should be 
setting standards for other industries to follow, 
for even our local council recycles plastic, 
glass, paper, etc. - and in this day and age 
every effort counts. We would welcome any 
comments from manufacturers, such as Far-
mura, or any greenkeepers that have views as 
strong as our own on the subject of the envi-
ronment. 

C O N C E R N E D G R E E N K E E P E R S 
West Sussex GC, Pulborough 

• Greenkeeper International asked Farmura for 

their comments, which are published below: 

As a company manufacturing environmental 
products we share the concerns expressed by 
West Sussex - clearly a different attitude 
towards packaging has to come. 

For a number of years we have from time-
to-time refilled customer's drums and we 
would be pleased to publicise and extend this 
service to other Clubs. I would stress at this 
stage that this is a refill service and not an 
exchange - a trace of the wrong contaminant 
could do serious damage. 

Apart from the 25 litre containers a cost 
effective option is the 210 litre drum which, 
apart from being refilled, can be sold as a 
water butt - have you seen what they cost in 
garden centres! These can be refilled but phys-
ical handling considerations need to be taken 
into account. Finally, on-site refilling of 1,000 
litre mini-bulk tanks is another option we 
could offer. 

With co-operation, a great deal can there-
fore be done, and with drum allowances refill-
ing can also be cost effective as well as 
environmentally friendly. 

We would be pleased to hear from anyone 
who is interested in discussing the above in 
more detail. 

J O N A T H A N H A R M E R 
Managing Director, Farmura Environmental 

Products, Ashford, Kent 

I Fellow greenkeepers and all who are con-
cerned with pesticides use and application 
take note. I and four other BIGGA members 
attended the first of what I certainly hope is 
not the last course on pesticides. The course 
was presented to the highest professional stan-
dards and Mr Jon Allbutt, our lecturer, left us 
in no doubt as to our responsibilities toward 
those around us. We were groomed and 
manoeuvered in the direction of our certifica-
tion in PA1 and PA2A with authority, care and 

consideration. All five of us passed! 
All this in the wonderful, relaxed atmo-

sphere of Aldwark Manor, where food is a culi-
nary delight... I digress. 

I owe a debt of to the organisers - namely 
David Golding, Neil Thomas and, of course, 
Jon Allbutt. Thank you. 

J S T E W A R T M A C I N T O S H 
Golf Club Beuerberg, Germany 

• I was privileged to be part of a team of five 
who were the guinea pigs on the first one 
week pesticide spraying course at Aldwark 
Manor. As one of those guinea pigs I would 
just like to say 'well done BIGGA' - you have 
come up with an other great course. Not only 
was the course excellent but the results at the 
end of it were equally so, for we all came away 
having obtained our PA1 and PA2A certifi-
cates. 

I would just like to say a special thank you 
to Jon Allbutt, our lecturer for the week, who 
made it so interesting and enjoyable. I would 
also like to thank all the lads on the course; 
because the high morale and the team work 
certainly gave me the confidence to obtain my 
certificates. I would certainly advise any 
greenkeeper who is un-certificated (and I'll bet 
there's a few out there) to go on this course. 
What a week, well done BIGGA. 

D O N J W I L S O N 
Dyrham Park GC, Barnet, Herts 

• Was I competent to use pesticides? I was 
not. But I found someone who was - Jon All-
butt! 

In March I set off to Aldwark Manor with 
some trepidation to join other greenkeepers I 
had never met before, to take part in a course 
for the safe use of pesticides and to take the 
exams PA1 & PA2. These four men were just 
as dubious about the course and were to 
become my partners and friends in the week 
which followed. 

Then it was our privilege to meet our tutor, 
the man who was going to get us through our 
'exam' (a term we were to hear quite a lot dur-
ing the week). Not only did Jon Allbutt get us 
through, but he opened up a whole new way 
of thinking and was a true professional. 

After three days of doing everything 
together (well, almost everything) we walked 
into the exam room armed with ten times the 
knowledge we needed to pass the tests - and 
we all passed and received our certificates 
from Neil Thomas. 

David Golding sat with us and asked us to 
look back over the week to see if we might 
change anything to improve the course. We all 
agreed that it had been first class, was fine as 
it was and was probably the best course we 
had attended and we had a lot of fun doing it. 

My thanks to my greenkeeping partners, to 
David Golding for setting up the course and 
many, many thanks to the professional - Jon 
Allbutt. 

P H I L I P T A Y L O R A l w o o d l e y G o l f Club, L e eds 

• The Royal Burgess GC took delivery of two 
Ransome 'GT' Classics last year and have been 
very pleased with their performance over ten 
months of cutting. We did, however, have a 
problem with the grooved rollers, which 
would collect grass from a dew soaked surface 
and therefore affect height of cut. 

After much debate and several attempts at 
scrapers, the suppliers (not Ransomes) fitted 
scrapers that have so far proved to be the 
answer, keeping the grooves free from debris. 

We would be interested to know if other 
'GT' users have experienced the same problem, 
and if so, what was their remedy? 

S T A F F OF R O Y A L B U R G E S S G C 
Edinburgh 

• Greenkeeper International asked Brian 

Mitchell, General Manager - Engineering, Ran-

somes, to comment: "Ransomes do have plans to 

develop a suitable scraper for grooved reels but 

these are not available at present. We are, how-

ever, aware of the needs for these in certain cut-

ting conditions." 

• As we begin another season, how many 
greenkeepers, I wonder, have been using 
chainsaws throughout the winter without 
supervision and correct safety equipment? I 
am a head greenkeeper in Leicestershire and 
have just completed a two-day chainsaw 
course given by the Agricultural Training 
Board at Rothly Park, providing the student 
with valuable experience in both safety and 
correct useage. 

It is very important to know your saw -
inside and out - and our first task was to strip 
down the saw and get to know each part 
before putting it back - without any parts left 
over! The next session consisted of sharpening 
and the safety aspects of the guide bar, ie. 
maintenance properly carried out, which can 
save time and money. 

Our second day consisted of on-site work, 
but before we could begin to saw, our safety 
equipment was inspected. I have to admit 
mine was pitiful: a pair of steel capped boots, 
a safety helmet and the all-important first aid 
kit. To continue the course I needed the cor-
rect equipment and this was hired from the 
examiner for a small charge. 

On-site, the work consisted of felling trees 
some 20-25 feet high and 5-10 feet apart. This 
is where skill, expertise and experience comes 
into its own. Most important of all, however, 
was ensuring the safety of ourselves and oth-
ers. The course was valuable experience and 
we all passed the examination successfully. 

If and when the law changes concerning 
chainsaws and equipment, the careless user 
and his Club may face fines of up to £2,000. 
Can they afford this? 

G A V I N R O B S O N 
Lingdale GC, Woodhouse Eve, Leicestershire 

• I wish to congratulate all those involved in 
the National Education Conference at 
Cirencester: not only to the speakers, but <»+• 37 
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3 5 a l s o to the staff at the college who 
looked after us so well, and to the BIGGA team 
who once again presented a very professional 
image, with the whole event running so 
smoothly. 

The event lived up to my every expectation 
and how refreshing it was to hear of Bernard 
Findley's experiences and what he has learned 
from them. To me this was without doubt the 
most interesting forty minutes of the whole 
weekend. Before this we had Mr Jim Arthur 
preaching to us about the common sense atti-
tude to greenkeeping, which parts of the 
industry would have us believe to be highly 
scientific. He also warned us of the realistic 
threat of certain elements of the game taking 
our jobs. If ever there was a rallying call for 
the profession to push ahead through educa-
tion, this was certainly it. 

Yes, I left Cirencester refreshed and 
enthused, confident in the fact that the profes-
sion is moving in the right direction and proud 
to be a member of the Association. Long may 
the Association give us the opportunity of 
attending such informative and value for 
money events. 

Many thanks. 
PAUL SEAGO 

Head Greenkeeper, Royal West Norfolk GC 

• I must put pen to paper to write and con-
gratulate everyone involved for a most enjoy-
able and successful three days at the National 
Education Conference at Cirencester. One can 
only imagine all the hard work that was put in 
by everyone at headquarters. 

The standard of speakers was excellent -
both from home and abroad - with three peo-
ple who I feel must be mentioned by name 
and beginning with Bernard Finlay for his 
excellent paper on his experiences at Portstew-
art GC - it was good to see one of our own up 
there - well done Bernard! Secondly, Mr 
Patrick O'Brien, Director, SE Region, Green 
Section USGA, - what can I say? Only that I 
will remember (and giggle over) his presenta-
tion for many years to come. Finally, Mr Jim 
Arthur, who I do not agree with on many 
things but at least one knows which direction 
Jim is coming: head-on with both guns blazing 
(and usually in my direction!). 

ROBERT GILBERT 

Head Greenkeeper, The Wisley GC, Surrey 

• An article in the April issue of Greenkeeper 
International by Hugh Tilley, entitled 'Fertilis-
ers', appeared with the following statement: 
'Manganese, zinc, copper and iodine are all 
important at trace levels, and these and many 

other compounds, vitamins and amino acids 
are found in seaweed. Thus the inclusion of 
seaweed meal or extraction in fertilisers and 
foliar feeds is a useful addition.' 

This statement is incorrect. Iodine is not an 
essential trace element for plants, nor are vita-
mins used by plants in any shape or form. 

I would also like to state that the STRI does 
not recommend the addition of calcium and 
boron in fertilisers for turfgrasses, as there is 
no scientific evidence for the addition of these 
elements creating any benefit to turfgrass gen-
erally. 
DR PETER HAYES Director, Sports Turf Research 
Institute, Bingley 
• Greenkeeper International invited journalist 
Hugh Tilley to comment. This is his reply: 

My information was obtained from several 
major manufacturers, backed by my own years 
as a professional grower of (agricultural) 
grasses. Theirs is the statement that iodine and 
vitamins (et alia) are essential for healthy 
plant growth. 

The feature did not suggest that the STRI 
recommended calcium or boron, simply that 
there was an 'indication' ( from a member of 
their own staff) that there could be a benefit, 
even a need, for these on sand based construc-
tions and on areas of acidic sand. 

British Association of Golf Course Constructors 
THE CONTRACTORS WITH A PROVEN RECORD 

New Golf Courses, Alterations, Land Drainage 
and Bunkers. 

We welcome your kind enquiries 
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