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The Boom Sprayers Hand-

book, edited by the BCPC 
Chemicals Application Committee 
and produced jointly with the 
Agricultural Training Board is a 
handbook which sets out to give 
practical and easy-to-understand 
guidelines on how to spray agro-
chemicals safely and effectively 
when using boom sprayers; and 
how to calibrate and look after 
the increasingly sophisticated 
machinery being used today. It 
describes the many different types 
of tractor mounted boom sprayers 
and includes details of nozzles, 
spray pumps, control systems, 
booms and boom suspension, and 
filters. 

Guidelines are provided on 
methods of calibration, spraying 
practice and maintenance, as well 
as on health and safety aspects. It 
is cleverly illustrated and written 
without calling on unfathomable 
scientific jargon and will prove 
invaluable to those who are 
receiving instruction in the use of 
such equipment, as required by 
FEPA. Published by BCPC Publica-
tions, Bear Farm, Binfield, Brack-
nell, Berks. RG12 5QE, the 
handbook costs £5.00 post free. 

Two free publications are 
announced by the British 

Agrochemicals Association: The 
Cost Benefits of Pesticide Use in 
the Community and A Guide to 
Pesticides in the Community. I 
particularly appreciated their rea-
soned answers to ten common 
myths and the no-nonsense way 
the pamphlets are written, with 
real life costings and comparative 4 
costs of alternative techniques 
that will enable balanced discus-
sions; essentially with the layman 
in mind. They could prove invalu-
able should the Club 'clever dick' 
raise an argument in the club-
house. Free from BAA, 4 Lincoln 
Court, Lincoln Road, Peterbor-
ough PE1 2RP. 

The STRI's role as a publisher 
of books is well known, and 

news that a comprehensive guide 
to golf course management is cur-
rently being planned and should 
be available in the not-too-distant 
future is likely to raise interest 
throughout the world of green-
keeping. In the meantime, their 

DAVID WHITE 
examines some of the 
latest offerings from 
publishers who have 
the greenkeeper in 
mind 

For those who use pesticides 
(and who doesn't?), there is 

the most bewildering range of 
products available to 
control pests, weeds 
and diseases or the reg-
ulation of plant growth. 
The aim of The UK Pes-
ticides Guide is to 
guide the user in the 
selection of pesticides, 
by providing details of 
all the products mar-
keted and their 
approved uses, both 
those recommended on 
the labels and those 
which have been offi-
cially approved but are 
not recommended on 
labels and for which the 
suppliers will not accept 
responsibility (off-label 
approvals). The book is 
revised annually. 

The compilers draw 
from authoritative 
sources: approved 
labels and product 
manuals, The 
MAFF/HSE publication 
Pesticides 1991, and 
entries in The Pesticides 
Register, the official 
monthly publication on approvals 
(including off-label approvals) up 
to and including the issue for 
August 1991. 

Coverage, as you might expect, 
is most thorough, not only in 
identifying products but in provid-
ing guidance on how to use them 
safely and effectively, but without 
giving dose rates, volumes, spray 
schedules, or approved tank 
mixes. There are sections on FEPA 
and COSHH, substances most 
dangerous (the Red list), use of 
herbicides in or near water, maxi-
mum exposure limits, which dis-
eases or weeds a product will best 

be suited for, and special precau-
tions that must be taken. 

It would be remiss of me not to 
mention that the bulk of pesti-
cides are primarily used by the 
agricultural industry, (the book 
lists them all), but that stated, any 
greenkeeper will find enough for 
the book to be a veritable bible of 
facts and information. 

As an interesting aside, and 
admitting that it is not a book you 
will ever read from cover to cover, 
in my investigations I discovered 
one fungicide, as yet listed as 
being effective in the control of 

Sam Money 

American gooseberry mildew on 
soft fruit, which positively sees off 
all Poa annua growth. As yet I am 
sworn to secrecy by the manufac-
turers, who are seeking approval, 
but you may be assured when the 
story breaks you will read about it 
in Greenkeeper International. 
Published by BCPC Publications, 
Bear Farm, Binfield, Bracknell, 
Berks RG12 5QE, the guide costs 
£15.25 post free. 

The author Sam Morley was 
invited to the R&A by 

Michael Bonallack after publica-
tion of his hilarious "If it wasn't 

for golf...!" and decided that while 
in Scotland he would visit 14 
famous venues, ostensibly for a 
2,000 word article for a golf mag-
azine, identifying Scotland with 
the birth of golf and giving his 
opinions on the overall scene as 
he saw it today. As he was unable 
to satisfy the former and it took 
him over 60,000 bright and 
breezy words to do the subject 
justice, the magazine never did 
get its article. Instead came By 
Yon Bonnie Links! - Sam's fifth 
full-length narrative hard-back 
and best summed up with his 

closing epilogue on page 
217: Whether from the 
Highlands, Lowlands, 
Netherlands, Midlands -
or Papua New Guinea -
addicts the world over 
acknowledge Scotland 
as the 'Holy Land' of 
golf. This light-hearted 
story of a pilgrimage 
across that 'Holy Land', 
amongst those who wor-
ship at its shrine, should 
leave little doubt that 
golf and its history 
needn't be quite so awe-
some as some would 
have us believe! 

It's not quite a '1066 
and All That' version of 
golfing history, because 
although amusing, it is, 
in every way factual. But 
thanks to a colourful 
imagination and love of 
hyperbole Sam has con-
verted 400 years of 
'sacred' lore into a zest-
ful presentation which 
will please all but the 
stuffiest of students, and 

certainly all addicts and non-par-
ticipants alike. 

On reading an early draft, a top 
golfing historian wrote to the 
author: "This is good breezy stuff 
- but whether they'll let you play 
again at Muirfield is an interesting 
question!" 

The idea of the history of golf -
without the boring bits! - cer-
tainly delighted me and I believe 
you'll be equally enamoured by its 
irreverence. 

By Yon Bonnie Links! is pub-
lished by Aedificamus Press, 113 
The Ridgeway, Northaw, Herts 
EN6 4BG, at £12.95 post free. 



Turfgrass Seed 
1992 is n o w 
ready, regarded 
as the essential 
reference on 
the relative 
merits of cur-
rently available 
grass cultivars 
for the seed 
trade and con-
sumer alike. 
Turfgrass Seed 
1992 is pub-
lished by the 
STRI, Bingley, 
W . Y o r k s h i r e 
BD16 1AU, at 
£1.40 including 
postage. 

Every associ-
ation of 

i m p o r t a n c e 
needs a disciple 
and the Associ-
ation of Gol f 
Club Secretaries 
were indeed 

fortunate in having John Crowther 
as theirs alone for many years. His 
recent book is an up-to-date, com-
prehensive guide to all aspects of 
golf club management, f rom draft 
contracts of employment to dam-
age by driven golf balls. 

Far from being dull and heavy 
reading, all chapters have a crisp, 
clear style, with many devoted to 
non-management stories and arti-
cles, some wi th full colour pic-
tures. The author has used 
considerable 'inside' knowledge in 
compiling this book, benef i t ing 
from his years as national secretary 
of the Association of Golf Club Sec-
retaries, and his continuing success 
in running the National Golf Clubs' 
Advisory Association. He was him-
self a secretary of a gol f Club, and 
was a 4 handicap gol fer for many 
years. He has always known that 
there was a need and a demand 
for such a re ference book in the 
golfing world. One small sector, 
reproduced here, deserves expo-
sure beyond these pages and 
should be posted on every Club 
notice board: 

"The number of members in a 
Club may be 250 or 1,250. They 
all, as individuals, know how to do 
the job better than the staff and 
officials. They are experts in 

BOOM 
SPRAYERS 

HANDBOOK 

administration, accounting, green-
keeping, the law, stock control, 
housekeeping, car parking, s low 
play and fast play. They all know 
h o w to produce fast true greens, 
deal wi th vandal ism, make a 
profit, keep beer in top class condi-
tion, know whe re to buy w ine at 
l ow prices and are able to cook 
and serve excel lent meals at a 
third of their present cost. They, 
however , do not know how to pay 
their subscriptions on t ime, deal 
tactfully with visitors, mend pitch-
marks on the greens, rake bunkers 
or understand the rules of gol f or 
the handicapping scheme. They 
are, therefore, a special breed who 
need ve ry careful administration 
and control. However , it is surpris-
ing h o w many of them are so 
f r iendly and pleasant and h o w 
good it is to work on their behal f ' . 

This hard-bound vo lume is a 
valuable work ing document for 
go l f club secretaries, members of 
committee, and indeed any golfers 
interested in the management of 
their Club. 

Manag ing Your Golf Club -
The Facts and Skills of Golf Club 
Management , by John Crowther, 
is published by Harper Trade Jour-
nals (tel 071 261 1604) at £22.50 
incl. postage. 

Y o u don't have to win the I C I Premier 
Greenkeeper of the Y e a r award to wear a 
B I G G A Blazer! W h a t e v e r the occasion, 
represent your profession with pride in our 
N E W R A N G E of quality Blazers - supplied 
complete with badge. 

THE O F F I C I A L 
B I C G A U N I F O R M 
B l a z e r s 
B I G G A Blazers (including badge) 
O r d e r N o . B I 6 £87.95 

G l e n m u i r S w e a t e r s Sizes: 36" - 50" 
Colours: Navy, Pansy, Black, Claret, 
Oxford Grey, Royal, Crimson, Light 
Grey, Peacock, White, Blue Mist, Natu-
ral, Bottle, Emerald, Azure, Blue, 
Carmine, Helio. 
O r d e r N o . B O I £27.95 

G l e n m u i r Moffat Sh i r ts 
Short sleeved, 60% cotton /40% 
polyester. Can be worn with or without 
a tie. Sizes: X S - X X L (36" - 50") 
Colours: Light Yellow, White, Bur-
gundy, Jade, Pale Blue, Navy, Black, 
Stone, Peach, Candy, Ferrari Red, 
Bermuda Blue, Peppermint, Sky Blue, 
Oxford Grey, Ascot Blue. 
O r d e r No. B 0 3 £14.95 

B l a z e r B a d g e 
O r d e r N o . B 0 9 £1 1.95 

1 1 A M R 

Ties : 
Colour: Navy, Light Blue, Green. 
O r d e r N o . B 0 7 £4.50 

T i e Bar: O r d e r N o . B I 3 £2.95 

V isor : O r d e r N o . B I I £4.95 

Lape l Badge: O r d e r N o . B14.£2.45 

B O O K S 
A Manual on G o l f C o u r s e C o n -
st ruct ion , T u r f E s t a b l i s h m e n t and 
C u l t u r a l P r a c t i c e s , by J a m e s B 
B e a r d £22 inc. postage 

C o d e of P r a c t i c e f o r the use of 
A p p r o v e d P e s t i c i d e s in A m e n i t y 
a n d Industr ia l A r e a s . A s e c o n d 
e d i t i o n of the ' O r a n g e C o d e ' -
attract ive, easy to follow presenta-
tion £12 inc. postage 
S p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r a M e t h o d of 
Putt ing G r e e n C o n s t r u c t i o n , writ -
ten by m e m b e r s of the U S G A 
G r e e n S e c t i o n and e d i t e d by 
W i l l i a m H Bengeyfield. 

£2.50 inc. postage 

Keep out the cold and the rain with the Neptune II 
rainsuits - ideal for people working outdoors. 

They're comfortable, practical and stylish, spe-
cially designed for greenkeepers and guaranteed to 
keep you dry. Made from a revolutionary new fabric, 
these rainsuits are quiet, soft to handle and 
lightweight. What's more, the microporous fabric 
allows perspiration to pass through the outer mem-
brane without letting in wind, rain or humidity. 

N o w B I G G A have teamed up with manufacturers 
ProQuip to bring you these weatherproof jacket and 
trouser sets at an unbelievable low price. They're 
available in Navy/Silver or Navy/Jade with different 
styles for men and women. And because of a can-
celled export order, ALL rainsuit orders will be supplied 
with an extra pair of trousers - absolutely free! 
The garments are fully guaranteed for a year. 
Colours: Navy/Silver and Navy/Jade. All trousers are Navy. 
Men's sizes available: S (38/40"), M (42/44"), L (44/46"), X L 
(46/48") and X X L (48/50"). Women's sizes: 12, 14, 16, 18. 

Your cheque will not be cashed until your order is despatched^ 

£74" 
Men's style 

EXTRA PAIR OF 
IS 

WITH ALL ORDERS 

ORDER 
F O R M 

Place your completed order and cheque made payable to I 

B I G G A in an envelope and post to: B IGGA, Aldwark 

Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF. 

Ref No. Product Description Colour Size Quantity Price 

Name:.... 

Address: 

Prices are inclusive of postage^packing and VAT. Photocopy this form, or use a plain sheet of paper, if you don't want to cut up your magazine. 

Women's style 




