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STREAKS AHEAD OF THE COMPETITION

The efficiency of today’s highly
engineered lawn mowers and quality
of cut can only be maintained with
correct and accurate grinding of their
cylinders and blades.

The ‘Leader’ range of grinders not
only achieves this buf offers many
features unequalled on any other
machine, making them the ultimate in
lawn mower grinders.

At the heart of a ‘Leader” is a solid
free standing frame with a cast iron
bed and 2" precision ground guide
rails that ensures an accuracy of less
than 0.00.5" in 30 inch in
straightness, whether grinding insitu
or out of frame.

Coupled with this, great emphasis
has been placed upon operator
safety with a self contained coolant

system, fully enclosed canopy that
reduces noise and dust levels fo a
minimum and safety cut out devises
that allow the operator fo leave the
machine whilst on automatic
operation with absolute confidence.

For a demonstration and further
details contact:— Linda Adams
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Wet Moor Lane, Wath-Upon—-Dearne, Rotherham, S63 7LR. Tel: (0709) 873436 Fax: (0709) 878005

A Ransomes PLC Company



Complete 5
return this
TODAY) ard

BIGGA Turf Management
Exhibition and Seminar
Programme 1993

20-22 JANUARY 1993, HARROGATE

THE PREMIER EXHIBITION FOR
THE FINE TURF INDUSTRIES

@ Complete and return this card to pre-register for BTME. This helps cut
the queues and means you can quickly collect your catalogue and
identification badge which will be waiting for you at the entrance.

: M T @ On receipt of your completed card, you will be

| AN entered in a free prize draw. You could win top
quality BIGGA merchandise of your choice!
1st prize: £100-worth; 2nd prize £60-worth; 3rd prize: £40-worth.
Draw will be made on the Wednesday; prizes must be collected during the Exhibition
Gl.12.92
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Please also send me details of the Seminar Programme
(commences 18 January 1993)
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Sample the S,

the Sdlld |
and the Surf.

in Anaheim and Einlh A
San Diego, California, whilst attending the

GCSAA CONFERENCE
AND SHOW 1993

TRAVEL WITH BIGGA to the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America’s
prestigious annual Conference and Show next January — and while you’re there, enjoy
the holiday of a lifetime!

If you're ready to catch the magic, Anaheim, California, is ready for you! BIGGA has this
year joined forces with Thomas Cook to transport you to ‘the Magic Kingdom', with the
option of a four day trip to San Diego after the GCSAA Conference — sun, sand and surf!

We have this year chosen two outstanding luxury hotels:

+ The Anaheim Hilton and Towers, a superior first class hotel, is situated 50 feet from
the Anaheim Convention Center and two blocks from Disneyland. Guest rooms have cli-
mate control, colour cable TV and radio. There is an outdoor heated pool and four jacuzzis,
full health club with sauna, massage, tanning beds, steam room, exercise equipment and
aerobics, games room, and beauty salon. There's also a vast range of entertainment and
dining facilities — sample Italian, Japanese and of course Californian cuisine.

# The Hyatt Islandia, another superior first class hotel in San Diego, located on Mission
Bay. Guest rooms are air-conditioned with private bath, remote-control colour cable TV,
radio and phone. The Islandia Bar and Grill offers fine Mediterranean cuisine with bay
views at lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch. There is a heated outdoor pool, whirlpool, ten-
nis courts, sail boat rentals, windsurfing, water-skiing, snorkeling, scuba diving and para-
sailing and whale watching (in season!).

Details of the GCSAA programme will be available from headquarters at a later date.

# Package 1 # Package 2

25th January to 5th February 1993 25th January to 1st February 1993
London Gatwick/Los Angeles on Virgin London Gatwick/Los Angeles on Virgin
Atlantic - 25th January Atlantic — 25th January

Transfer to Anaheim Hilton Transfer to Anaheim Hilton

6 nights Anaheim Hilton — 25th January- 7 nights Anaheim Hilton — 25th January-
31st January 1st February

Transfer to San Diego — 31st January Transfer to Airport

4 nights Hyatt Islandia — 31st January-
4th February

Transfer to Los Angeles Airport

Los Angeles/Gatwick on Virgin Atlantic —
4th February (to arrive in UK on 5th)
Cost: Twin Room £842 per person

Cost: Single Room £1,266 per person

Los Angeles/Gatwick on Virgin Atlantic —
1st February (to arrive in UK on 2nd)
Cost: Twin Room £689 per person

Cost: Single Room £1,004 per person.

Insurance: Anaheim/San Diego £42.95;
Anaheim only £34.80.

BOOKING FORM GCSAA Conference and Show, Anaheim
Please return to BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF
Full name

Address:.

Name(s) of additional p

gers. = TR CA U R e

PACKAGE 1: ANAHEIM/SAN DIEGO ..........
Twin Room: £842.00. Number of persons:
Single Room: £1266.00. Number of persons:

PACKAGE 2: ANAHEIM ....................
Twin Room: £689.00. Number of persons:
Single Room: £1004.00. Number of persons:

Insurance: Anaheim/San Diego £42.95 « Anaheim only £34.80 Gl.12.92

| shall/shall not* require Insurance ( “delete as applicable)

CANCELLATION PROCEDURE

If cancelled more than 42 days before departure date: cancellation charge will be the deposit; 42-29 days before depar-
ture: 20% of total holiday cost; 28-15 days before departure: 30% of total holiday cost; 14-4 days before departure: 55%
of total holiday cost; 3-1 days before departure: 70% of total holiday cost. No refund for non-appearance. Under certain
circumstances, cancellation charges are covered by the comprehensive travel insurance policy. As cover is provided by
the Insurance company from the date of purchase of the policy, p are not and are
excluded from the total holiday price for the purpose of calculating cancellation charges.

| enclose a deposit of £100.00 per person plus insurance payment (if required).

TR QUBIOBOE: o5 . iaviiconiinsriiiierasasshusnasnvoivnsr sonvAiRARAL S A Ra RS FRRRRT S ORRARS REnS
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LETTERS

Write to the editor,

M Quite the most rewarding part
of the BIGGA S.W. Region seminar
at Cannington College on 3
November was the professional
contribution to the proceedings by
three young men, giving maiden
speeches and speaking with assur-
ance and expertise on such vary-
ing subjects. Neil Macintyre spoke
on reducing the effects of winter
wear on courses, Jason Hampton
on educating the members in
understanding the greenkeepers’
problems, and Guy Woods on how
he reclaimed his downland course
from the vicious spiral of ‘high
phosphate fertilisers and an ineffi-
cient three head irrigation system’,
and is now well on the way to
restoring it to its old quality.

All good interesting material,
well thought out and spoken with
conviction. We need more of this —
shaming those ‘professional’
speakers who insult their audi-
ences by reading out text from
slides, stuff which all but the
novices have learned long ago, or
is frankly wrong!

At Cirencester, by far the best
talks (Jon Allbutt excepted) were
by senior greenkeepers. Good on
you — we need more of this and
less of the other!

Congratulations, Gordon Child,
on a very good seminar and con-
gratulations also to his three
young men, from whom not even
a memorable contribution on golf
architecture by Donald Steel could
steal the show.

Jim ARTHUR, B.Sc.(AGRIC).
Budleigh Salterton, E.Devon

M1 have read your magazine for
some time now — in an unofficial
capacity — and enjoy the many
interesting articles. Rarely, it
seems, it is read by those
employed to look after the inter-
ests of Birmingham’s municipal
golf courses, judging by the
widespread and long-standing
frustration of those who ‘pay to
play’ these courses. Such frustra-
tion was raised as recently as the
Birmingham Alliance Public Golf
Course Club’s Captains Day in
September and voiced again at
their recent quarterly general
meeting. Their reaction to an
apparent non-existent greenkeep-
ing policy should be understood

Internati I, 13 Firle Close, Seaford, East Sussex BN25 2HL

by your goodself.

Tees, greens, bunkers, fairways
— without exception all suffer from
the malaise of poor husbandry in
varying degrees. Members at my
own club, Boldmore, have
endured long standing ‘placing’ of
the ball, due to soggy fairways
below water tables, our two lakes
often awash with dead fish and
effluent. We are told that neces-
sary plant to clear blocked and
neglected ditches cannot get on
the course, due to these dreadful
ground conditions. Yarrow, clover,
daisies and moss all invade the
course and have done so for years
as the greens and tees decline — it
is terrible to witness.

If any members of your Associa-
tion work on these public courses I
suggest they are a disgrace to the
high ideals of such a professional
body. Incompetence reigns along-
side apathy — even simple ‘swish-
ing’ of greens in now disregarded,
allowing fusarium to become
established, and there is clover,
moss and yarrow on greens and
bunker edges. The entire course is
a disgrace, with real rough a mere
pace from the putting surfaces — I
am not joking!

The public courses in Birming-
ham are testimony to poor man-
agement and a lack of correct
work procedures: seeding of fair-
ways or tees — forget it! Repairs to
areas worn by tractors and trailers
— forget it! Consistent greens — a
laugh! Grass on tees — find a place
in the mud and allow for two
inches of yellowing grass!

Please, through the pages of
your magazine, help us to bring
these courses into the spotlight.

JOHN TURNER
President, Boldmere Golf Club,
Sutton Coldfield.
* My understanding is that Birm-
ingham City Council use outside
contractors for sport and leisure
management, which under CCT has
the worst national failure rate of
any service. With councils keen on
privatisation in the vanguard, pri-
vate firms won 41% of such con-
tracts. However, according to
statistics published in March, 37%
went bust or were sacked, and a
further 7% have had problems.
There have been no in-house fail-
ures reported. — editor.



Who and what are moving on and moving in, in the greenkeeping industry

M Peter Solski, just days after returning from a detailed first
aid course staged at Aldwark Manor, was able to put his
new skills to the acid test. Peter’s ten year old son was
found choking, face turning blue and seconds away from
unconsciousness. ‘You never know when such an emergency
might arise’, said Peter, ‘but I do know that before acquiring
first aid skills I would have panicked — as it was, I fell easily
into action and was able to save my son from what might
have been a disaster’.
& g% MW Chigwell man, Richard Heaslip,
has been appointed head green-
keeper at Epping Forest G&CC, his
task to grow in and maintain the
recently added 18 hole Champi-
onship course. Richard joins Epping
Forest after 30 years at the very pop-
ular Hainault Forest municipal
course. There he gained consider-
able experience maintaining the 36
holes which are estimated to take
140,000 rounds a year. In his spare
time Richard’s main passion is
restoring old motorcycles and the
pride of his collection is a 1947 Scott
Flying Squirrel.
M Rolawn has re-organised its management structure, with
sales and marketing roles combined under Terry Ryan, who
has joined Rolawn from a career in building materials distri-
bution. He takes up the new post of general manager
(sales), replacing directors, Rachel Semlyen and Guy Long-
bottom. In a statement issued by Ken Dawson, founder and
MD, he said, ‘Both Rachel and Guy have a record of achieve-
ment and innovation with the company and have played
key roles in the development of Rolawn into a nationwide
and European business. I am pleased to say that in an inde-
pendent capacity they very much intend to continue to be
associated with the company’.
M Mike Lincoln-Smith has been appointed as sales territory
manager for Hayter Beaver in East Anglia and the London
area, responsible for promoting the company’s range of pro-
fessional grass cutting equipment. Already a familiar face in
the industry, Mike is a member of BIGGA and worked for
ten years with Turner International and for the last six years
with Ransomes.
M My spies tell me that Jon Allbutt has taken up golf. The
southpaw consultant lecturer was seen recently taking
lessons from the pro at Aldwark Manor and is quoted as
having a ‘picture swing’ — which picture I wonder, ‘Night-
mare Alley’?
M A world first has been achieved in the construction of the
newly opened Slinfold Park G&CC in West Sussex. Incorpo-
rating a members-only 18 hole course together with a pay-
and- play nine hole course and driving range, Slinfold Park’s
nine hole course is the first to install the Netlon Advanced
Turf System on all tees and greens. In addition, the superior
grass establishment afforded by Netlon Advanced Turf has
enabled the nine-hole public course to be opened less than a
year after construction work began. The members only
course, which also has Netlon Advanced Turf tees, will be
completed soon.
M One of the six winners of Barenbrug’s competition to
identify a number of common grass species, recently staged
at the IoG show, was Mike Mercer, head greenkeeper at
Southport & Ainsdale GC. Richard Aitken of Aitken’s Sport-
sturf in North Yorkshire and Richard Aitken (Seedsmen) in
Glasgow presented the prize of a magnum of champagne to
Mike at the regional IoG exhibition at Haydock. Southport
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HeW 0 1.tk the sheds?..to whom am] speaking?... head what
greenkeeper?.ahyes, .dothe gard'nng here don-cha? Listen!, this is
wing-commander “Blagshaw sapeakmg from the bar..,can't find anyone
From the clubhouse.. wiusk be a bit of d flap on.. Anyway.there’s

urned up...wants fo pay you chaps 4 Visik,...who is he?....

|itHe chap furned :
dish type though, cuddy great beard, jolly face, wears bi
d::c'g%é?lﬁl:nav:garryi,\’/ed dr?ving a rga% flash jog!...!.’ fSags he wanfs

( brug ..o
wig down o the sheds and m'ake Your wishes come
ga;ogou gZess who the blighler is

?..what .?no,n(;_l ?o,P bo?l_( !Fe,re,_...
: 2lf old boy, ] give uou my word_:, ir definilely 15
donotiP ;ﬁg'g::ggf-gnonf? istg § 1o, of course not! .. Look here,
" it him down with a Iar?e G+T.a you come up and have 4
[si lh 2 ook here old fella,.do calm down...take some long
decko hm Jeop breaths.... get a hold of yourself man!......._hello?.

GC is a long standing customer of Aitken Sportsturf, which
distributes Barenbrug’s quality grass seeds throughout the
North of England and Scotland.

B The 1992 winner of the Kubota (UK) Cup for best
machinery student at Lancashire College of Agriculture is 23 |
year old Peter John Bradburn. He is pictured receiving his
prize at the colleges’ annual award ceremony from Russell
Mellor, Kubota’s Northern Region sales manager. A student
on the National Diploma in Turf Science and Sportsground
Management, Peter received a distinction following a three
year full time course at the college.

M In a year of recession, Lloyds of Letchworth Ltd has not
only introduced a new and expanded product range, they
have also strengthened their sales force. The latest represen-
tative to join the company is Gwilym Thomas, whose new

B David Stansfield,
B.Sc., senior
agronomist with the
| STRI for some 15
| years, is leaving the
Institute on 31

January and will join

territory includes the south of England and Wales. His | "“‘“"”"‘;'.
appointment finalises Lloyds’ plan to have total coverage of ‘ ::::::u t:m -
the UK.. and run a golf-only
B Kubota (UK) Ltd. has appointed Stephen Gooch as the | advisory service.
new Northern Region demonstrator. :""":." ::‘ "":‘.‘""
Operating from the Kubota unit at the Lancashire College ‘ :M;m o
of Agriculture, Stephen will work across the Northern coun- | agronomist to the
ties demonstrating Kubota’s tractor and power product | R&A Championship
ranges. Prior to joining Kubota, Stephen was a head | m: :':;"“"
groundsman and greenkeeper, involved in the care of | g o brofessionalism
cricket, rugby and football pitches, together with a bowling | over the past five
green, tennis courts and a golf course. Open Championships.
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TRAINING COMMITTEE

$urely _the best wa\( to The Greenkeepers Training Scheme
invest in the future is to has appointed 13 colleges in Britain and
invest in people. Training Ireland as Centres of Excellence for Golf
and education are the Greenkeeper Training, at Craft
greatest motivating factors. Supervisory and Management levels.

A more articulate and

educated workforce will =

inevitably lead to greater / ElImwood College
rewards and an awarenes Cupar, Fife, Scotland.

and recognition of the (0334) 52781 :
greenkeepers profession Contact Carol Borthwick

Langside College

Buchanan Drive, : ;
Rutherglen, Glasgow, Oatridge Agricultural College,

Scotland. § Broxburn, Lothian, Scotland.
(041) 647 6300. > (0506) 854387

Contact - Fax: (0506) 853373

Colin Urquhart Contact Steven Miller

Lancashire College
Myerscough Hall
Bilsborrow

Preston

Lancs

Cheshire College of Agriculture
and Horticulture
Reaseheath, Naniwich, Cheshire.

(0995) 40611 (0270) 625131

Contact

MC‘ dvh Jones Contact Dennis Mortram

Teagasc National
Botanic Gardens
Glasnevin, Dublin 9,
Ireland.

Tel: (0103531) 371 636
| Contact Pat Suttle

Askham Bryan College
Askham Bryan, York.
(0904) 702121

Contact Nick Bisset

Welsh College

Northop i i
Mold Warwickshire College

Moreton Morrell,
S\/':I\g; Warwick.
(035286) 861 (0926) 651367
Contact Contact

Graham Wright / Peter Smith

Oaklands College

St. Albans, Sparsholt

Herts. College
(0727) 50651 Sparsholt,

Contact lan Merrick Hants.

096 272 441

Contact
Cannington College Bob Young

Cannington, Bridgewater,
Somerset.
(0278) 652226 F

Contact Nick Rigden Plumpton College

Plumpton, Lewes.
(0273) 890454
Contact

David Blackmur
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Fund’s success means two new projects in 1993

Berks, Bucks and Oxon and South
Coast are the latest Sections to
contribute to the Education and
Development Fund. Cheques for
£300 and £100 respectively con-
firm the trend for Regions and
Sections to make contributions to
a fund which has been success-
fully been established during
1992.

Executive Director Neil Thomas
commented: “I am particularly
pleased to receive these contribu-

tions which show the determina-
tion at local level to support a
fund with the specific purpose of

increasing and improving the edu-
cational and training opportuni-
ties available to greenkeepers.”
Confirming that the fund has
passed the £60,000 mark during
1992, Neil Thomas added: “The
response from the industry and
our members has enabled the
Board of Management to proceed
with two major projects during
1993. The production of a career
video is much needed and will be
targeted at schools and colleges to

attract new recruits and to dis-
seminate knowledge of the profes-
sion of greenkeeping. The
establishing of a Scholarship
Awards Scheme will enable the
Association to offer financial sup-
port to selected student during
their college courses. Both initia-
tives are exciting and a further
example of BIGGA’s commitment
to educational and training pro-
grammes and the furtherance of
the profession.”

FLYING DIVOTS

The way it used to be

I were here afore seven this mornin’
Cuttin’ the greens at first light

An’ somewhere a sky lark were singin’
An’ nary a member in sight!

In a lifetime of shovin’ this mower

I must ’ave walked ten thousand mile

But I backlapped the bitch Monday evenin’
An’ this mornin’ she’s cuttin’ in style

You can’t beat a pram-handle Certes

On dry turf rollin’ along

With the bent flyin’ clean to the grass-box
An’ her cylinder hummin’ its song.

There’s our Dick down there on the fairway
I dunno what goes on in ’is mind

Up an’ down up an’ down on the Ransomes
Starin’ down at ’is ’oss’s behind

An’ ol’ Joe’s changin’ ‘oles on the seventh
Then ’¢’ll be cuttin’ the tees

Ten hours with a Lloyds Pennsylvania
By dusk '¢'ll be down on ’is knees!

Thirty year its bin sin’ I started

Ol ’Arry were greenkeeper then

An’’e were a right ‘oly terror

Though always right fair with ’is men

’E started me rakin’ the bunkers
When I were a lad twelve year old
An’ grubbin’ up weeds in all weathers
Come December by God it were cold!

Still the Club’s paid me regular wages
An’I'd die in the mine or the mill
There must be summat about it

For me to be slavin’ ‘ere still.

For it’s grand in the sun in the summer
Satisfyin’, if you know what I mean

If you don’t mind that toffee nosed tyrant
As calls hisself chairman o’ green.

’E can'’t tell ’is grass from ’is elbow

’E can't tell a green from a tee

But ’e thinks 'e’s God of this golf course
When the only God round ’ere is me.
C DR SNAVE

BIGGA stalwarts discover they were brothers in arms

Bert Cross

The naked truth

Paul Worster, head greenkeeper at Minchinhamp-
ton, tells an amusing story which, though not strictly
greenkeeping, is along similar lines: ‘My sister runs an
estate agents’ office in Wiltshire. During the spring, a
secluded country cottage came onto their books, the
very private garden contained many rare plants and
flowers. My sister, realising the potential of the gar-
den, recommended to the executors that the garden
be maintained prior to the sale, to maintain the value
of the property. This was agreed and a contract
placed with a local garden maintenance company.

Some weeks later, on a hot sunny day, my sister
was showing a prospect over the property. Standing
in a room overlooking the sheltered garden, she was
running through the usual sales patter about how one
could enjoy meals in total privacy, sunlight through
the French doors etc., when the peace was shattered
by the coughing splutter of a Flymo engine doing its
best not to start, accompanied by muffled cursing.
“Not to worry” she loudly cried, “that’ll be a member
of the expert gardening company we've employed to
maintain the grounds”. With that, the Flymo came
into sight wielded by a youth wearing a baseball cap,
sunglasses and nothing else! Before my sister could
say anything, her client muttered something about
‘sorting him out’ and disappeared outside, red-faced,
never to be seen again !

I expect you've already spotted the worst transgres-
sion by this Flymo swinging naturist... that’s right, no
steel-capped boots!’

Apologies to lain MacLeod, head greenkeeper at
Tain, who in our November review of the ICI Green-
keeper of the Year candidates, was mistakenly titled
McLeod. Sorry lain, a large scotch on me when next
we meet!

And on the subject of apologies, if you're thinking
there are one or two less pictures than normal in this
issue of Greenkeeper International — you'd be right. A
package of photographs despatched to our production
editor, by recorded delivery and in plenty of time for
our deadline, simply never arrived. A Post Office
investigation is underway but in the meantime, on
behalf of Royal Mail - sorry.

Two high profile BIGGA members met again at the Iseki
finals and fell to reminiscing about ‘the good old days'.
Imagine the surprise of Bert Cross and Gordon Child when
they discovered they had both joined The Kings Regiment
on the same day, subsequently travelling on the same ship
to the same Korean wartime destination. Gordon recalled
seeing Bert stretchered off at Suez, suffering from appen-
dicitis, though he didn’t know who the invalid was! Gordon
was in ‘D’ and Bert in ‘C’ Company, within a block of each
other throughout the whole conflict. Recalling basic train-
ing, Bert remembered how peeved the boys were when
Gordon, in the armed forces for just three weeks, was
given three days leave to play cricket for Yorkshire - ‘what
a jammy devil’ being the obvious comment!

Despite hoping to have his skills tested by examples of
exotic new fungi or rare species of pest, the problems
brought to Robert Laycock, at a recent Barenbrug Turf
Clinic, were remarkable mainly in that they reinforced

the d. s of cutting

Lay k, well k in the industry as a top
agronomist, consultant and writer, had been invited by
grass seed breeder Barenbrug to join their own experts,
hosting the Clinic at the oG Show.

“The best advice | can give to anyone” said Laycock,
pictured right, with Barenbrug’s Michel Mulder, “is never
to compromise on materials. Problems may not become
apparent immediately but as sure as night follows day,
they'll surface sooner or later.”

Huw Parry, Bristol and Clifton GC, pictured above left,
brought to Robert the problem of Anthracnose which

grass to yell and then die. Its high incidence

in 1992 is probably due to the much wetter weather and

is particularly d ing to dow grass. Reliev-

ing tion and improving surface drainage tend to

the prob and it's always p ible that once

the meadow grass has been sufficiently weakened, more
desi a will b prominent.

But in critical areas, such as greens, surely the better
option is to avoid its introduction in the first place.
Breeders such as B brug, for i , take id
able pains to Tud I d: grass, selecting
farmers who are able to produce clean crops (grasses)
and after cl t lots for special ity use.

Like all good optimists, though, Laycock found some
good arising from the incid of Athi and won-
ders whether the disease could be harnessed as a bio-
logical control for annual meadow grass. And maybe
next time he’s invited to a Barenbrug Clinic he’ll find the
exotic strain he's looking for.
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‘Without proper qualifica-
tions you will not get the
job you want’. How often have
you heard that statement? Usually
the words come from one’s father
or a careers officer at school — in
most cases the proclamation is
true. At very least, a qualification
will open doors to the obtaining
of a job.

In my view however, to do that
job properly; effectively and
therefore successfully, what is
required above all else is practical
training — on site; on course;
down to earth, common sense
training in the place where you
work.

Too many golf course managers
fail to take the time to ensure that
such in-house training is given top
priority. As managers we
undoubtedly suffer because of it.
We do not communicate enough
with our staff. We do not delegate
enough and because of this we do
our staff an injustice by not allow-
ing them to learn and thus better
themselves. In this article I am
expressing my own views on the
subject — the importance of which
cannot be overstated.

Without the proper in-house
training and management of staff,
greenkeeping and golf course
management as a profession (I
firmly believe it is a profession)
will not grow in the way in which
every concerned greenkeeper
would wish.

Some five years ago Letchworth
Golf Club employed me as their
course manager and gave me the
opportunity to manage totally
(something which I believe we
should all do). Given that remit I
knew from past experience that if
I was to be in any way successful,
training (particularly in-house)
would have to be my number one
priority,

The old saying ‘you are only as
good as your staff is particularly
true in golf course management.
For those who have the opportu-
nity to manage, I hope the follow-
ing common sense approach to
training may be of some assis-
tance.

Communication

To begin, you must communicate
with your employers as well as
your staff. This may seem all too
elementary, but in making sure
they know what you are trying to
achieve they will (or should) give
you full backing. In most golf
clubs the people you talk to will
be successful businessmen and
will therefore understand the
importance of training.

You must also communicate
with your staff — if you do not you
will not succeed. Listed here are a
few simple systems we use at
Letchworth.

Notice board in mess room/work-

[=]

shop — A listing (for all staff to see

and check on a daily basis)

* visiting golf society dates and
tee-off times

* all matches

* overtime sheet

» safety policy statement

* winter programme (when appli-
cable)

« articles of interest

* insurance liability

» weekly updates on visiting soci-
eties.

Yearly planner number one

» Competition dates

« other important dates

* Bank holidays

* all matches as a cross check
(even our club secretaries get it
wrong sometimes).

Yearly planner number two

* All staff summer and winter hol-
idays (decided in early January
of each year)

e spring and autumn renovation
dates

* educational conferences, eg.
BTME at Harrogate and IoG
show.

Annual staff assessments

This is where you sit down with
each member of staff individually
and discuss their progress as you
see it. You can relate what is
expected of them in the future
and, of equal importance, allow
them to voice their opinion of
you. This may not be something
we will necessarily enjoy but we
must remember that we are learn-
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ing as well. The staff assessment
is a splendid opportunity to
declare salary increases and bene-
fits that have been earned, for in
the small staff set-up that is typi-
cal of most golf club’s there will
invariably be some occasional fric-
tion. I have found this assessment
system to be invaluable in clear-
ing up misunderstandings. The
staff welcome such a system —
they gain a clear understanding
on where they stand and equally
are given an opportunity to ques-
tion your management tech-
niques, which I feel is important.
A major part of any training is
making sure that your staff learn
about themselves; their work-
mates; colleagues, and other golf
courses. I firmly advocate outside
visits to venues such as the IoG
show (all staff), BIGGA golf out-
ings and lectures (selected staff),
management courses at Aldwark
and the BTME at Harrogate
(selected staff). It is important
that my staff have a much wider
view of life than an 18 hole park-
land course in North Hertford-
shire. On that point, even our
annual Christmas luncheon is
held away from the clubhouse,
thus allowing for a modest letting
down of hair! All these visits are
financed by the golf club. They
know as well as I that the benefits
gained on the golf course, in
terms of working as a team and
carrying out tasks with more
thought and understanding, far

outweigh the modest
required.

Although ‘in-house’ is the part
of training I feel most strongly
about, I cannot overlook the
importance the college (BIGGA
approved, I hasten to add) plays
in my overall thinking and strat-
egy. I am particularly pleased to
sit on a liaison committee at Oak-
lands College, St Albans, where
greenkeeper training is discussed.
This college has now recruited an
ex-course manager as a full-time
lecturer. Not satisfied with that
progression alone, they are also
attracting local practicing golf
course managers to attend the
college and speak to student
greenkeepers. Thus, at least at
Oaklands, the days are gone when
a lecturer might teach students
opposite views and working
strategies to those held by the
head greenkeeper. All this adds
up to excellent training and bodes
extremely well for the future.

Apart from myself, there are six
staff at Letchworth, all of whom
play an important part in our
overall success. It is important to
point out that there have been no
staff changes over the past five
years save for one retirement (and
even he came back again!). The
following thumb-nail sketches will
serve to colour the picture:

Brian Allonby is my deputy
course manager and has 23 years
service. Brian worked under the
capable direction of his father —
until I came and turned every-
thing upside down! He responded
admirably and I really do not
know what I would do without
him.

Barney Wright is first assistant
and has six years service. Barney
has completed all his college stud-
ies — including fourth year man-
agement courses — mostly with
distinctions. He is an ex-pro golfer
and his father is a golf club secre-
tary at another club. Barney is
itching for the right golf course to
come along and unfortunately we
will not be able to hold him for
much longer.

Paul Hufner is an assistant
greenkeeper/trainee  mechanic
with five years service. Taken on
originally as an extra pair of
hands in the short term, Paul is
now an extremely important
member of staff. He is taking Hor-
ticultural Mechanics at Oaklands
College and will be an even
greater asset to the club in future
years.

Gary Hyde 1is a tractor
driver/greenkeeper with three
years service. He is a great find —
worked on a farm all his early life
— and will work day and night if
asked. He thinks life is great at
Letchworth because he actually
gets paid for working overtime!
He can drive anything from an

outlay



Meet the
team: the
green staff
at
Letchworth

18” Paladin to a 40’ Hi-Mac.

Tom Thrussell, with 15 years
service (part-time/part-season), is
our greenkeeper cum gardener
cum stand-in tractor driver. Tom
drove a tractor until his retire-
ment in 1989 and we are pleased
he chose not to retire completely.
He is a mine of information on
wild life, conservation and the
weather. In short, he's a wonder-
ful person to have in any team —
we couldn’t let him go!

Jonathan Haley is a seasonal
worker with two years service. If
it wasn’t for Jonathan and his pre-
decessors, none of the staff would
be able to have summer holidays.
He starts college in September on
a full-time greenkeeping and golf
course management course, also
at Oaklands, and I know he will
go far.

We also work closely with local
schools and encourage work expe-
rience programmes as part of Edu-
cation 2000 — we've seen four
students through this programme
and three, including Jonathan
Haley, have expressed a wish to
follow a career in golf course
management. It proves to us that
we must be doing something
right.

The benefits of good in-house
training are many and varied but
the following are the most obvi-
ous. We have a product just like
any other business: the golf
course and how it is presented. If
the staff are well-trained and
above all happy, the course will
show it.

Good in-house training encour-
ages even the youngest and most
inexperienced members of staff to
speak up and gain confidence in
thought, word and deed. We can
learn from sixteen year olds — I
know I have on more than one
occasion. Confident, effective staff
will ensure the efficient function-
ing of the course — even on those
occasions when you are absent.

This reflects well on you as a
manager, though unfortunately it
is still not fully understood by
many people.

In closing, here are some points
which I believe we should all
think about seriously.

* A member of staff will not work
to his full potential if he is not
trusted — we must explain fully
the whys as well as the hows and
trust them to get on with it.

* Spying on staff when they are
carrying out their allotted tasks
breeds contempt — you will soon
find out if work is not being car-
ried out to your satisfaction and
can then take the necessary
action. Watching over staff is time
wasting and counter-productive.

* Your staff make the golf course
what it is — 90% of your problems
will come from those staff — it
therefore seems to me common
sense to devote at the very least
90% of your time to your staff.

It makes me smile when I see
advertisements for head green-
keepers/course managers with the
following demand: ‘must be capa-
ble of controlling and motivating
staff. The practicalities are that
staff cannot simply be controlled
or motivated at the wave of a
wand — we as managers can only
create an environment in which
staff wish to motivate themselves.
The stick or carrot technique only
works for a very short time — and
golf course management is long
term.

One last point. When you last
moved to take up a position as
course manager, especially at a
course which was in need of con-
siderable attention, did you hear
something along the lines of ‘you
will need to sort out the staff
first'? My own experiences have
suggested no fault with staff —
rather a fault that could easily be
traced to the (lack of) in-house
training and therefore manage-
ment of staff.

How you
could be an
‘industry

assessor’

here is so much that goes on behind the scenes in green-
keeper training and education that I am sometimes stag-
gered by the depth and intensity of it all. The Greenkeepers
Training Committee beavers away with quiet efficiency and it is
to the great credit of our Association, always and quite naturally
at the forefront of the GTC and always looking to the main goal,
that achievements in greenkeeper training are moving at such a
fine pace.

Whilst the Association cannot lay claim to the nationwide
introduction of NVQs and SVQs, it seems clear to me that as a
body we have generated, cajoled and agitated in this sphere to an
extent that bodes extremely well for our industry — we are leav-
ing nothing to chance and the future could not be more exciting.

Already we have seen the commissioning of a new Training
Manual, and this has been widely acclaimed by all sectors of the
greenkeeping industry as a huge step in the right direction —
there is still work to be done, however, and we will not rest on
our laurels — we plan to move ever forward and upward.

One such plan which gives cause for rejoicing is the proposal to
form a network of assessors and assessment centres throughout
the country. Such assessors will be recruited from our own mem-
bership and give us the unique opportunity, subject to approval
by the GTC, to police our own activities.

You just need to indicate your
willingness to take part

What this means in reality is that course managers and head
greenkeepers who would like to be considered for training as
‘Industry Assessors’ and ‘Regional Verifiers’ need do no more than
indicate their willingness. What qualifications will they need?
Well, for a start, assessors will need credibility within their area
or county, so candidates must be well established, front runners
in their industry. Verifiers must be keenly interested in green-
keeper training and be aware of the principles of NVQs or SVQs.
Of course, both assessors and verifiers must have sufficient spare
time to work within the proposed structure and assessors must
have the support of their own club, which would be used as a
location to carry out assessments. Above all, they must be willing
to receive appropriate training to become assessors or verifiers.

How much time will be necessary? Estimates suggest that the
rewarding task of verifier would command roughly the same
amount of time as that of a section secretary, perhaps less if more
people join in the good work. For assessors, perhap somewhat
less time is necessary, though this again will be dependent upon
how many head greenkeepers or course managers are recruited.

Industry assessors will become very important people, working
in unison with training colleges and linked and working in liaison
with regional verifiers, who in turn will liaise with the GTC.
Assessors and verifiers will have their out of pocket expenses paid
by the GTC.

Why is this so important for the Association? Simply that NVQs
are about industries setting their own standards in accordance
with the lead body for their industry, which for greenkeeping is
Amenity Horticulture. By having our own trained people moni-
toring our own standards, we can control our own destiny, and
thus raise our own already high standards.

Will you give some thought to becoming an assessor or ver-
ifier? Start by asking at regional or section level for more
information, or talk to our own education expert, David
Golding. His GTC number, lest it is not already indelibly
printed on your mind, is 03473-640. Ring him now!
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Portmarnock; the
dazzling jewel in
Ireland’s crown, is
considered by many to
be one of the greatest
courses in the British

- Isles.
DAVID WHITE learns of

course manager

lain Ritchie’s passion
for Portmarnock,
celebrated last year on
a postage stamp
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seeing it as one long holiday roaming around the coun-

tryside, rubbing shoulders with the famous and the well-
to-do, visiting places that remain for most a mere dream.
Mistaken though this may be, I would be the first to admit,
on occasions, that I would not change places with any man
on earth.

One such recent occasion provided me with the good for-
tune to visit Ireland, oft described as an Emerald Isle that
might have been created just for golf. Forgetting for a
moment the rift that separates Northern Ireland from Eire
(and, incidentally, one that is traversed by the love for golf
that epitomises both nations), I came eventually to a course
which many consider one of the greatest in the
British Isles, some would say the greatest, the
glorious links of Portmarnock.

If you envy this writer, let me turn the tables
by suggesting that you should reserve some
envy for the keeper of the links at Port-
marnock, the Scot, Iain Ritchie. Not that Iain
has an easy job, far from it, but he does man-
age 27 holes of God’s Kingdom which, in my
opinion, represent the jewel in Eire’s crown — a
positive bonus. Portmarnock boasts a gorgeous
location, with water on three sides, the Hill of
Howth to the south, to the east a line of sand-
hills marking the strand and ocean, beyond the
clubhouse westward a sheltered arm of the sea.
It is blessed also with an abundance of fasci-
nating bird life and rare flora of quite exquisite
beauty. Proof that Portmarnock is a grand place to work
may be gathered by the record of a previous incumbent,
John Temple, who served the club from 1939 until his death
in 1974, 35 years in total.

Born in Aberdeen in 1960, lain Ritchie took to golf at an
early age and was soon a very proficient player indeed. His
love for the game took him straight into the business and he
joined the golf course construction company, Souter’s of
Stirling, as an apprentice. lain’s wisdom in gaining expertise
in construction cannot be overstated, for in seven years of
building golf courses he met and befriended many different
greenkeepers, exchanging ideas and ideologies, ever con-
scious of the huge importance to playing quality that proper
drainage, green construction specifications and manage-

I meet many people who envy the golfing journalist’s lot,

lain Ritchie:
a feeling for his course

ment husbandry has on the finished sward. The experience
was to stand him in good stead, whilst bringing about a
close and understanding relationship with the consultant
agronomist for Portmarnock, Eddie Connaughton of Sports
Technology International, whose passion is equal to Iain’s
whenever Portmarnock is mentioned.

During these construction years lain also attended Elm-
wood College, the seat of learning for so many fine course
managers, sailing through Scotec Phases II and III with dis-
tinctions and credits before embarking on a fourth year in
Turf Management. It is indicative of Iain’s enthusiasm for
education that one of his key apprentices at Portmarnock,
Alan Walsh, is encouraged to follow the ‘Elmwood Trail’.

Backtracking somewhat, I learned that Iain
took the advice of John Souter to enter the
maintenance side of golf, ‘a good business to
be in’, as John put it, and as Iain now acknowl-
edges ‘one hell of a good piece of advice’. Hear-
ing that Elliott Small was looking for an
assistant, lain fired off a letter and though
Elliott’s job was taken, a discussion between
Elliott and Bobby Fleming at Dullatur resulted
in Iain becoming Bobby’s assistant, a post he
was to enjoy for some two years.

Time and opportunity marched on, and Iain
moved to Ladybank, a delicious heathland
course in Fife, first as assistant head green-
keeper and, within one year, promoted to head
greenkeeper as reward for his skills and dedi-

I (o). Listening to Iain speak of Ladybank, the

feeling he has for this course shines through: ‘T loved that
golf course’, he told me, and one is left in no doubt that here
is a man whose career is also his passion, for the same light
shines in his eyes when talking of his latest love — Port-
marnock.

Five years at Ladybank came to an end in 1990 when Iain
was lured by the prospect of ‘championship’ golf manage-
ment — the Carrolls Irish Open has been staged regularly at
Portmarnock — and, for the first time ever on Irish soil, the
Walker Cup was to be staged there in 1991, heady stuff
indeed. The move to Dublin Bay was not taken lightly, how-
ever, for lain and his wife Yvonne, together with their two
young daughters, had never seen Ireland, let alone lived
there, and they were to spend several days in Dublin weigh-
ing the pro’s and con’s — the pro’s won
and they now enjoy a pleasant lifestyle
in nearby Malahide.

Iain was fortunate in knowing Eddie
Connaughton through his Souter’s con-
nection; his opinion valued: ‘It’s right
for you and you are right for them’,
Eddie declared, ‘Ireland’s not unlike
Scotland but just a wee bit more laid-
back, you'll love it’. The job secured,
Iain was fortunate again in having the
retiring head greenkeeper, Tommy
Clark, remain with him through the first
few months of his appointment as
course manager.

A passion for
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We talked about a typical annual programme, Iain of the
opinion that Portmarnock’s sandy soil suggested a regime
not dissimilar to that carried out at Ladybank. ‘Come the
winds, the course can dry very rapidly and dry patch has
been a problem over the last year’, he told me, ‘and though
we apply wetting agents, I haven’t yet found a magic cure-
all’. Similarly, fairy rings have found their way onto the
links, though these are responding to treatment, as is the
fusarium that seemed to invade the whole of Ireland in '91,
following the mild winter.

In the spring, greens are hollow tined using 2" centres
with half-inch tines, relieving compaction an essential task
following heavy winter traffic. Many members at Port-
marnock (1000 strong, all-male) are also members at other
inland courses and they tend to gravitate toward the links in
winter. Taking the winter of '91 as an example, Portmarnock
experienced only three frosts, all superficial and dispersed
by mid-morning. It’s as busy as any course might be and this
contributes in part to the compaction problem. The pattern
of scarifying, hollow coring and top dressing (using local
dune sand) is one of little but often.

Come March or April, the greens and tees receive a stimu-
lant feed, a 12: 0: 6 organic seaweed based mix that works
well in Eire’s higher spring temperatures — often some three
or four degrees warmer than in Scotland — and this gets
them started sooner. They'll receive about three feeds a
year, changing from 12: 0: 6 to 8: 0: 0, plus a monthly spray
cover of Seamac or, occasionally, Seamac + N, seaweed
applications that Iain find most effective. Back end of the
season he also applies sulphate of iron, essentially to prevent
disease outbreak.

The emphasis at Portmarnock is on producing first rate
playing surfaces, Iain of the opinion that he can control the
Poa annua content to around 40/50% without resorting to
drastic starvation methods that would leave little putting
surface at all. His greens are roughly 50/50, with bent grass
predominant over fescue and competing vigorously against
the Poa annua. To keep such surfaces in fine order, Iain’s
regime is to verticut each week, hand cutting on Monday
and Tuesday, Triplex cutting mid-week with verticutters and
groomers fitted to the Jacobsen, handcutting again until the
week-end, when the same triplex regime is repeated (with-
out verticutter) on Saturday and Sunday. Levels are set to
36 for regular play, 1/4" over winter, 1/s" for premier events
such as the Walker Cup. In Iain’s two years the greens have
only been Vertidrained once, though tees and fairways have
an annual ‘going over’, the effect well worthwhile.

For the Walker Cup there was no problem in producing
great surfaces on the greens, but if the wind failed to materi-
alise the course was wide open for attack. A player could, in
Tain’s words, ‘hit the ball anywhere and have some sort of lie
to strike the ball’. A dry summer had left the fairways sparse
and at the end of 1990 an overseeding programme was
deemed necessary. Three tons of fescue/bent mixture was
drill applied quite late in October — sensibly waiting for rain.
Fortunately a wet and mild winter gave a near 90% seed
strike from the highly successful programme, which utilised
a Unidrill, covered by the added insurance of a pre-seeding
fertiliser — ‘when you spend that sort of money you leave

nothing to chance’. During the run-up to the Walker Cup, an
R&A event, the agronomist David Stansfield was another
regular visitor and both he and Eddie Connaughton could be
seen striding the fairways. ‘The reports from both were with-
out controversy and surprisingly similar, indicating that
their ideas were never far apart’.

As the course manager, lain liaises with the secretary,
with reports produced regularly by Eddie Connoughton and
Jain on management regimes. lain’s report to committee is
essentially a mixture of what has been done by the nine
strong staff (plus John Kane, a mechanic who ‘does a fantas-
tic job’), the problems that have been found, how they've
been tackled, and any plans afoot for the next three months.
It’s a good, workable system that leaves lain with a compar-
ative free rein — the right to properly manage, so to speak.

There are few courses that dare boast better all round sur-
faces than Portmarnock, and fewer still that can lay claim to
immortalisation on postage stamps. In 1975 the Killarney
course appeared on 6p and 9p Eire stamps, and in 1991
Portmarnock was singled out for this great honour, an illus-
tration of their 15th green struck on a 28p stamp to com-
memorate the Walker Cup. This was a proud time indeed for
all Portmarnock members, with none prouder than their
highly talented course manager, Iain Ritchie.

Major machinery in the Portmarnock stable

1 x Ransomes 3500

1 x Ransomes Motor 180
2 x Ransomes 171

4 x Ransomes Super Certes
4 x Ransomes Auto Certes
3 x Ransomes Marquis

1 x Jacobsen Greens King
1 x Steam Cleaner

1 x Supreme Auto Leader Grinder .
3 x Ford Tractors (various)
1 x Kubota 1750 Tractor

1 x Iseki 530 Tractor

2 x Major Toppers

1 x Royer Power Screen

1 x Coremaster

1 x Three gang units

3 x Trailers (various)

1 x Vertidrain

1 x Shredder

1 x Unidrill seeder

1 x McConnell Back Actor

Portmamock
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JIM ARTHUR considers the greenkeeper’s power to close courses and suggests ways of

Winters
Cale

here is perhaps no more contentious

point in the whole of golf — from the
viewpoint of both players and course man-
agers alike — than that of temporary greens.
There can really be no rules to cover all situa-
tions, but we can at least agree that any
greenkeeper worth his salt wants to keep his
members — and visitors — on full greens for as
many of the days of the year that severe frost
and snow cover permit. The gap between
desire and performance is sometimes wider
than it needs to be.

A first step towards achieving this standard
must be the education of the golfer — and the
second the education of the greenkeeper. We
have all met the character whose attitude is
best expressed by the remark ‘If we could
only get rid of yon golfers altogether we
would always have the course in perfect
order’.

There is a world of difference between the
situation where members turn up on a bright
sunny frosty morning to discover the course
closed, albeit temporarily, and that which
was often the norm on many inland courses
20 years ago, when it was the rule rather
than the exception for temporary greens to
come into play from October until Easter.
Often such greens were well prepared in
advance — more often they were just a bit of
fairway, preferably not on the actual
approach to the green, mown out a week
before the switch!

Part of the problem was the thatchy, soft,
soggy annual meadow grass greens, which
today are much rarer but in those days of

feed and water were the rule.

I well remember one Surrey downland
course where there were two sets of tempo-
rary greens. The full greens were inches deep
in thatch, dominated by Poa annua and liter-
ally unplayable in winter — the members liked
soft lush holding greens in summer. On a set
day in early autumn, the club came off full
greens, for the next seven months, on to
really excellent fescue-dominated greens of
about 350 sq yds maintained all summer and
even top dressed as well as regularly mown
with the main greens. These greens were
much better than the full greens — and much
preferred by members, who however still
failed to make the necessary mental connec-
tion. So proud were all concerned of these
temporary greens that at the first sign of
frost, play was switched to temporary tempo-
rary greens just cut out of the downland turf,
on the other side of the green. And that is
true! A few years, under a new head man, of
intensive aeration, controlled irrigation and
limited fertiliser treatment produced such an
improvement in the full greens that they were
playable most of the winter — and then we
had a change of green committee and green-
keeper and with it a reversal to the bad old
ways.

There can be no slick answers to this vexed
question. In some cases the old greens have
been mismanaged for so long that not even
eternal optimists who share my views can
improve them sufficiently to produce tolera-
ble winter conditions without complete
rebuilding of the greens on stone drainage

carpets. In other cases,
where there is no will to
change, there will be no
change.

Clearly, there must be
a lot of give and take.
Not all of us are blessed
with all-weather, free-
draining links or heath-
land greens — and not all
such favoured environ-
ments have good
bent/fescue greens any-
way! The culprit is, of
course, annual meadow
grass, which often
became dominant as a
result of the demand for
nice green greens in the
1970s. Getting rid of
annual meadow grass is
easier said than done,
but it can always be
reduced. While it is eas-
ier to stop it getting into
new greens in the first
place, there are neverthe-
less countless cases
where greens built many
years ago without special
under-drainage and on
heavy clay soils are dom-
inantly Agrostis (bent) with, admittedly,
some annual meadow grass but not enough
to affect all year round excellence. It has been
said that greenkeeping is a constant fight
against annual meadow grass and one which
we never quite win. But we can all attempt to
improve. I have little patience with those who
regard annual meadow grass with affection
or even tolerance. One listens to talks about
how this or that greenkeeper manages Poa
annua successfully. The best are implement-
ing a programme which, if carried out consci-
entiously and intensively, will in the long if
not the short term reduce this wretched weed
grass and swing greens to Agrostis — and
often they do not realise this. Sadly too, the
problem is aggravated by poor grass identifi-
cation. I read with incredulity a report from
an inexperienced adviser to a club I had
advised for many years, that their greens
were some of the best annual meadow grass
greens he had seen — they were in fact at a
conservative estimate about 75% Agrostis
and the best all-year-round surfaces for miles
around!

What then is the answer? It must of course
depend on individual cases. Some greens,
even on newly built courses, are so badly con-
structed that the essential free drainage
which makes an improvement programme
feasible could only be achieved by rebuilding.
The first step must be intensive, deep, regular
and frequent aeration all year round. This
first rule of greenkeeping is so often not
observed because members do not like to see
the slits. ‘Can’t you leave the greens alone for
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avoiding a golf club’s ‘winter of discontent’

five minutes’ is the parrot cry, to which the
only answer is ‘Certainly, provided you keep
off them’.

I am the first to admit that there are cases
where one must come off the greens on to
temporaries and not just for frost, though
severe damage can be done by play on greens
when the surface is thawing out and the soil
an inch below frozen solid — when roots are
sheared off and the damage lasts well into
the growing season — just because a selfish
few demand to play full greens under obvi-
ously unsuitable conditions.

There must be understanding and disci-
pline. There is only one man who can and
must close the course, if only because he has
the knowledge and is first there in the morn-
ing, and he, of course, is the head green-
keeper. Equally, he must not abuse his
powers and will want to keep his course epen
to the limit, if only as a matter of pride.

What really saddens me is an increasing
tendency to say that we must learn to live
with annual meadow grass. I can quote
course after course on heavy clays — from
Essex to the Welsh marches, from central
Scotland to Wealden clays — where erstwhile
bogs have been so improved that the
Agrostis-dominant greens are often the best
in the area, despite their poor history.
Equally, I despair when I am told, as I was
recently, of one Scottish inland course which
I advised for many years, before I retired,
where the head greenkeeper was as con-
vinced as he was hard working and skilful
and we as a team converted thatchy bogs to
good bent greens, which ‘under new manage-
ment’ have gone straight back to bogs and
they are on ‘temporaries’ permanently from
1st October. All so avoidable and such a
waste of our efforts and enthusiasms.

If you must have temporaries then I sup-
pose it is sensible to prepare them well in
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advance, but it is my experience that if you
have such good temporaries, they will be
used! Where it is at all feasible, I advise using
a 10” hole cutter and sinking a hole cup in
the base to one side of the approach - it is
just as good a test of winter putting really!

There are many other dodges to keep play-
ers on full greens — such as pin placements
nearest the next tee and rescinding Rule 34.3
about attending the flag under non-competi-
tive winter play, to cutting two holes (one
closed with a sorbo-rubber plug) so that the
flag can be moved to spread wear when new
holes could not be cut, but that is another
story, and, I am the first to agree, these are
not invariably applicable.

‘Che need for better
winter conditions is
increasing every year’

If switching to temporary greens arouses
wrath, this is nothing to that caused by going
onto tee mats. Clearly there will be circum-
stances where mats are unavoidable as a last
resort, but even then much can be done by
thoughtful construction and the use of pul-
verised bark paths to avoid the area all
around being turned into a quagmire. There
have also been successful results with mov-
able (on wheels!) tee mats to reduce such
traffic wear. The secret to keeping golfers on
full tees over the winter is, of course, to have
more teeing space. This is often easier said
than done, especially on older courses on a
restricted area, or where tees are tight up
against boundaries.

Sadly, on many such courses, only recently

has there been any serious attempt to
increase teeing space from the level which
was just adequate 30 years ago, when there
was in any case much less winter play.

On heavy land, especially, new tees should
be constructed just as greens are, on under-
drained and blinded stone carpets, with a
free draining root zone, (which of course to
save costs can be shallower than for greens
(as we are not sinking hole cups in tees!).
Such tees will naturally need irrigation, as
they will be drought susceptible, if only to aid
recovery after winter wear.

With new courses we talk of a minimum of
400m? for teeing space, as a matter of course.
Tees, incidentally, should not be rectangular:
round-ended tees are more natural looking
and easier to mow with triplex mowers. The
pro’s and con’s of single large tees, compared
with several smaller ones could keep us going
all night, but a major factor must be traffic to
and from tees. If main tees and specially built
winter tees are well separated (where this is
possible), then the risk of thoughtless players
walking over a tee out of play (whether the
full tee rested in winter or the winter tee
being renovated in spring) will be minimised.

I am fully aware that it is much easier to
recommend than to put the recommenda-
tions into practice, but the need for better
winter conditions is increasing each year with
more winter play — certainly vastly more than
even ten years ago. If we accept the need and
agree the methods, then results will follow
but many factors such as course layout, soil
type, even budgets may limit the implementa-
tion. Above all we need education of golfers
to accept temporary closures as unavoidable
or where play in such circumstance would
leave a lasting legacy. It is, in my view, up to
greenkeepers to get such points over — and
not to abuse the powers given to close
courses when the need arises.
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Testing, testing

MICHAEL BIRD

on the steps to take to
calculate spring
fertiliser requirements

ssessing and satisfying the spring fertiliser require-

ments of fine turf are probably the two most difficult
tasks faced by the greenkeeper. Soil type and structure, cli-
mate, moisture levels and existing soil nutrients all play a
significant part when determining the present and future
needs of the turf. The influences of just one or all of these
factors can greatly affect the requirement for and availability
of the essential nutrients required for plant growth. There
are more than a dozen different chemical elements in the
soil which are utilised by growing turf. The most important
are those which are needed in greatest quantity: nitrogen;
potassium; phosphorus; calcium; magnesium and sulphur.

However, it is vital that trace elements such as iron, man-
ganese, zinc and boron are not overlooked as all are vital
during the numerous stages in growth. Nutrient non-avail-
ability and losses occur for a variety of reasons. Although
formed within the soil, plant-available nitrogen, for exam-
ple, is not retained naturally and is leached out quickly by
drainage water. It can also be lost through gaseous release.

Potassium is held naturally by clay soils but not by those
containing a high level of sand. Phosphorus becomes
increasingly insoluble — and less readily available — the more
acid or alkaline the soil becomes. It is therefore most readily
available under neutral conditions.

Although heavier soils are able to retain nutrients due to
particle and ionic bonding, the increased level of moisture
present can limit the microbial activity which helps to natu-
rally recycle soil nutrients. Such factors also effect the avail-
ability of other soil nutrients to the point where, not so
many years ago, assessing plant requirements in the spring
was left primarily to experience and previous management
practices.

Only when the season was well advanced, with its longer
daylight hours and higher soil temperatures, could the turf
professional then assess whether the initial treatments had
had their desired effect. But guess-work should be playing
an ever-decreasing role, stresses Dave Lawson, soil chemist
with the STRI: ‘Soil chemical analysis should be carried out
well ahead of the spring’, he says. ‘In most rootzones, only
phosphate and potassium nutrients will require analysis.
However, testing for magnesium, copper, zinc and man-
ganese will also be beneficial in extremely sandy conditions’.

Mr Lawson points out that there are no completely reli-
able tests at present for the level of plant-available nitrogen
in outdoor soils due to the variable rates at which organic
matter is mineralised. Established methods such as growth
rate and grass colour are still important, therefore, to estab-
lish soil nitrogen levels and requirements. Because of the
large number of factors affecting plant growth and nutrient
availability at any time of the year, increasing use is being
made of slow release fertilisers to ensure a ready and con-
tinuous source of nitrogen available to the plant as and
when it is needed.

Their low solubility and reduced leaching characteristics
means that application does not have to be restricted to
periods of active growth. Indeed, many products can be
applied safely and cost-effectively from December onwards,
and even earlier, so that during periods of milder weather,
sufficient nitrogen is available for plant growth and green-
ing without risk of disease. Furthermore, the required nutri-
ent is then present in the soil to encourage and sustain
vigorous plant growth when conditions are suitable in the
spring.

Slow release fertilisers can be had in straight ‘N’ or com-
pound form to suit the turfs needs, as determined by soil
chemical analysis. Dave Lawson recommends that soil pH
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area to be tested, marking each sampling point
prior to using the soil auger

should be tested at the same time as its nutrient status due
to the effect that different fertilisers can have on a soil’s
acidity or alkalinity. Both the chemical analysis and pH of
the soil can be assessed using hand-held test kits, taking
care to ensure that a representative sample is taken from the
area under examination. In the case of soil testing for phos-
phorus, potassium, magnesium or levels of micro-nutrients
such as iron, manganese or copper, Mr Lawson recommends
that random samples be taken to a depth of 10cm. All sam-
ples taken should then be mixed well together to form one
sample for testing. The same advice applies when measuring
pH levels.

Using the results, decisions can be taken with regard to
the amounts of phosphate or potash needed by the plant,
applied either before the growing season together with a
slow-release nitrogen or as part of the spring dressing pro-
gramme, applied in granular form. Mr Lawson comments
that the soil test for magnesium and trace elements can
often reveal relatively low levels in the rootzone. ‘Visible
symptoms of deficiency are not normally seen in turf grass,
even on sand-only rootzones’, he points out. ‘However, if the
soil test reveals low concentrations, then it is important that
remedial treatment is carried out.

Soil pH levels have a major bearing or the grass species
grown. More acidic conditions increasingly limit the avail-
ability of nitrogen, phosphorus, calcium, potassium and
magnesium to the plant. As a result, many grasses will not



flourish or even survive. Similarly, many trace elements, as
well as phosphorus, become less available to the plant as
soil alkalinity increases. Therefore, the majority of grasses
are selected and grown for their tolerance to the prevailing
conditions, although soil pH can be adjusted over the years
using top dressings of the required pH, enabling different
grasses to be established to suit prevailing conditions and
course requirements.

Changes of a more immediate and less lasting effect to
soil pH can be made also through different fertiliser applica-
tions. An ammonium sulphate-based nitrogen fertiliser can,
for example, be used to reduce the alkalinity of a soil to bet-
ter support red fescue and browntop bent grasses, noted for
their hardiness and ground covering abilities. Care must be
taken both with application rates and evenness of spread to
avoid scorch. Washing-in by rain or artificial watering is also
recommended for optimum results. Top dressings of a neu-
tral pH value are normally used to reduce soil acidity. How-
ever, where there is serious acidification, lime can be
applied in the form of ground limestone or chalk, although
great care should be taken on established turf to avoid over-
application which can lead rapidly to disease problems. Ide-
ally, treatment should be made before the growing season to
allow rain to wash the dressing into the soil. Also, Mr Law-
son commends a laboratory soil lime test to establish the
precise application rate required. Apart from the nature and
structure of the soil, the grass species and the level of nutri-
ents already present, the removal or return of grass clip-
pings can play a significant role in assessing the turfs
fertiliser requirements.

Dry leaf material contains approximately 3% nitrogen, 2%
potassium and 0.3% phosphorus. On longer, rougher parts
of the course, adequate nutrients can be returned to the soil
by leaving the grass clippings, allowing them to degrade
naturally. However, where clippings are boxed off, close
attention must be given to ensure that the nutrient reserves
removed in the grass box are returned through the annual
fertiliser programme.

Most experts agree that the application of large quantities
of potash and phosphates prior to or during periods of rapid
growth are wasteful. Testing has shown soils on many golf
courses have accumulated high levels of phosphates, and
lower levels of potassium, due to over-applications in the
past and the inability of the plant to absorb them, irrespec-
tive of whether the turf in question was mown with the
grass box on or off. This situation still exists today, making
regular soil testing an absolute must on all courses. The type
of fertiliser chosen and the form in which it applied will
depend very much on the results of a soil analysis and the
experience and eye of the greenkeeper.

Demand and expectations from golfers for surfaces all-
year round has highlighted the importance of fertiliser appli-
cations being made with care, accuracy and close regard to
the needs of the turf. The use of slow release fertilisers,
dependent on suitable moisture or temperature levels (both,
in some cases) means that applications need not be
restricted solely to times of active growth. However, there
can still be a need to boost the application rate, particularly
to help the grass recover from winter wear or to give a
greening-up ahead of an important tournament.

Long-term benefits have also been reported from the early
application of root and shoot growth stimulants in the form
of liquid organic fertilisers containing seaweed extract or
farm slurry, together with added trace elements and micro-
nutrients. These factors all underline the importance of mea-
suring the level of nutrients within the turf so that accurate

and cost-effective supplementary treatments can be made.
The margin for error is substantial when one considers the
wide range of major nutrient application rates that may be
necessary each year on golf greens, tees and fairways.
According to Dave Lawson in his essential publication
‘Fertilisers for Turf published by the STRI*, a traditional
golf green or tee may require between 8 and 20gm? of nitro-
gen, up to 20gm?2 of phosphate and between 6 and 15gm? of
potassium during the year, with 25% additional N for a
sand-constructed green. A similar range of NP&K will be
needed on tees, again depending on soil analysis, and

_between 8 and 12gm?2 of nitrogen on parts of fairways

which come under heavy wear, often applied in two or three
dressings. On these areas, slow release fertilisers have
proved particularly useful. If fairway clippings are boxed, a
full re-assessment of requirements will have to be made
with the help of a soil test. ‘And greenkeepers should not
forget that selection of the appropriate fertiliser is not the
end of the matter, comments Mr Lawson. ‘It still has to be
applied accurately and evenly. So, the winter period must be
used to check over the machine for wear or damage prior to
the spring. Also, it is vital that the spreader is calibrated to
give the required output with the fertilisers being used, due
to the large variations in flow characteristics shown by dif-
ferent products’.

Calibration is carried out by setting the spreader accord-
ing to the manufacturer’s recommendations and then driv-
ing through a line of one metre square trays at normal
working speed. The fertiliser collected is weighed and com-
pared with the required output in grams per square metre.
Any machine adjustments can then be made and the calibra-
tion re-checked before going to work.

B The writer, Michael Bird, b d this feat on di and
pond h d with David Lawson, Soil Chemist, STRI.

* ‘Fertilisers for Turf’, by D M Lawson, is published by the STRI,
Bingley, W Yorkshire BD16 1AU. It costs £4.50 including postage.

Because of the varying

flow and spread
characteristics of
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PRODUCTS

TOP QUALITY

TEEING OFF

PLATFORMS FOR GOLF
COURSES.

MAT SYSTEMS FOR
DRIVING RANGES,
GOLF PRATICE NETS,
TRADITIONAL
RUBBER LINK MATS.

HiLL HOUSE FARM, MISBROOKS GREEN ROAD,
BEARE GREEN ROAD, DORKING, SURREY RHS5 4QQ.

TELEPHONE 0306 712998 FAX 0306 712997

Lindum - the perfect turf for golf greens, tees, For golf courses, Lindum are the leaders,
fairways and landscaping. of course!

A range of the finest quality seeded turf; seed

'--|‘:.‘
S o TS
prescriptions and fertilisers matched to customers S@ d’ed
special needs; with a full preparation and after-care Tﬁff

advisory service.

Church House, Horkstow, Barton on Humber, South Humberside, DN18 6BG. Telephone (065 261) 564 or 329. Fax (065 261) 447
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BIGGA Turf Management
Exhibition and Seminar
Programme 1993

The countdown has

LOOK OUT for what promises to be the best BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition so
far, at the Harrogate Conference Centre, January 20-22, 1993.

The Duke of York will officially open this, the fine turf industries’ premier event dur-
ing the morning of Wednesday, January 20. BIGGA president Viscount Whitelaw will
also be there - as will Association officials, members, greenkeepers, the trade and
everybody with an interest in golf course maintenance.

You can’t afford to miss the 1993 BTME. A world class exhibition, a sparkling educa-
tional seminar programme and now even Royal recognition. Complete and return
the post-paid card in this issue to confirm your place, and we’ll see you there. Mean-
while, this special preview gives an introduction to the show people will be talking
about for months to come...
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Perfect!¥

Here at Atterton & Ellis we i —
have been making Grinders ™ = —
for over 100 years and o = R EXPRESS DU,
although we say so ourselves, - - ).
we are rather good at it and .

our Grinders prove it!

It is hardly surprising that
during this time we have made

Grinders for just about every type
of cylinder on the market and for
most of the prominent Grounds
and Golf Clubs around the
country.

In fact, in our work shops at the
moment we have Express Duals ready to go to
America — the Atterton is well proven on the
other side of the Atlantic too!

Our customers tell us the reasons we are still
in demand 100 years on — our dedication to
service, the quality of build, the value for money
— they all add up to the finest Grinders available
[()d;l}'.

We have constantly changed and adapted
our manufacturing techniques to combine the
best of yesterday's skills with the benefits of
tomorrow's technology.

But more important than all that we are first
and foremost Grinding enthusiasts and are
happy to talk and give advice whatever your
grinding requirements.

The Express Dual is a technological
revolution, in situ and separate cylinder
grinding — The Anglemaster, a bottom blade THE ANGLEMASTER
grinder to complement the best in cylinder ::?r'|:;:l:.'.‘.l::::"’::""kr
grinding machines.

ATTERTON S ELLIS LTD

Manufacturers of Fine Grinders for over 100 years

Iron Works, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8QH
Tel: (0440) 702312 Fax: (0440) 712138
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Time and the place of BTME’s VIP opening ceremony

Prince Andrew will arrive at the Harrogate Exhibition
Centre at 10.15am on the first day of the show,
Wednesday January 20. The opening ceremony, which
will also be attended by BIGGA president, Viscount

Whitelaw, will take place at 10.30am.
; Following presentation of the awards, the Prince will
tour the Exhibition and is expected to depart Harrogate
at 12.30pm.

Don’t miss this one

JOHN WILSON, editor and publisher of ‘The
Golf Club Secretary’, describes his first visit to
the BTME last January, and explains why he is
convinced that golf club secretaries and green
committee chairmen can learn much from
being at Harrogate next month.

arrived in Harrogate on a frosty morning last

January, on the third day of the 1992 BTME,
just in time to attend the official opening cere-
mony of the Trade Show, performed in his usual
urbane and charming manner by Viscount
Whitelaw, President, BIGGA.

I was impressed at once by the array of colour-
ful blazers on view on the stage and by the num-
ber of awards which were given to companies
that had supported BIGGA in the past year. The
final presentation was of BIGGA’s first Master
Greenkeeper Certificate to Laurence Pithie, then
course manager at Minchinhampton. He was also
presented with a very smart blazer which he
donned immediately, as if he had just won the US
Masters!

This exhibition was far larger than I expected,
filling three halls of the Harrogate Exhibition
Centre. There were over 80 stands to visit, each
containing something of interest to those respon-
sible for the management of golf courses and
other fine turf areas. Ford, Kubota, Iseki and
other manufacturing companies demonstrated
their latest machinery and Huxley’s were rightly
proud of their all-season turf maintenance vehi-
cle, designed to compete strongly with the well-
known Cushman range.

There was much else to see, though, apart from
the array of red, green, yellow and orange
machinery. Ranges of fertilisers, grass seeds,
grinding machinery for mower blades, and course
equipment, all were there — all so easy to see at
close range, with technical experts skilled at
imparting their knowledge and making things
easy to understand. The Pattisson display
included a pedestrian-operated golf ball collector,

one of which is apparently used by a grand-
mother to collect hundreds if not thousands of
balls daily on a driving range.

Several exhibits were new to me, but perhaps
not to the more knowledgeable visitor. 1 was
impressed by the Nikken Knapsack brush cutter
where the 2-stroke 1.9hp motor is carried on the
back of the operator, leaving him free to operate
the various cutting and lopping attachments
available. I also learned how turf can be rein-
forced using, for example, the Netlon rootzone
system or Fibreturf's mixture of sand and artificial
fibres. More basic for pathways were plastic
pavers from Golpa.

‘The BTME is much more
than just a trade exhibition’

Two microcomputer programmes were also
being demonstrated. The Datachem system is
designed to assist those involved in applying
chemicals to turfgrass and other areas by helping
to identify weeds, pests and diseases and then
calculating the amount and type of chemical
needed to rectify the problem. The Trims soft-
ware, marketed through BIGGA, enables the head
greenkeeper to maintain a complete record of all
work carried out on the course.

The BTME is, however, much more than just a
trade exhibition. The very full week begins with a
choice of four two-day workshops, and last Janu-
ary these intensive, practical sessions covered
green construction methods and materials (led by
two amusing experts from the USA), irrigation,
basic agronomy and one with the title ‘From
Greenkeeper to Course Manager’. Next month’s
four workshops look equally interesting, with per-
haps pride of place going to to the one being run
by Jim Arthur, Barry Cooper and Brian Pierson on
‘How To Achieve All Year Round Golf.

Seminars are held in the Royal Hall attached to
the Exhibition Centre for the remaining two-and-
a-half days. In 1992 these began and ended with
Graham Phillips of The Marketing Group advising

BIGGA Turf Management
Exhibition and Seminar
Programme 1993

Losking aliead

greenkeepers on ‘How to Prepare a Case for Golf
Club Committees’ and further on ‘How To Win
The Day’. Any committee member listening to
those two talks would have gained a valuable
insight into the tactics which might be used when
his head greenkeeper next presented a case for
new equipment. The other sessions ranged over a
variety of topics, such as turfgrass nutrition,
course construction and maintenance (with three
interesting case histories), the image of green-
keepers and one under the title ‘Will We Wear
Out Our Golf Courses?’.

The seminars planned for next month look
equally promising, again covering topical subjects
likely to be of interest to many delegates attend-
ing the Exhibition. I am particularly looking for-
ward to hearing John Millen talk on ‘Golf-365
Days A Year’, and Jane Ryan, an assistant green-
keeper, on ‘Why We Should Hold Our Heads Up
High!". Two social events are arranged during the
week to increase the opportunities to meet other
delegates — a quiz night on the Wednesday and a
full scale banquet the following evening. Last
year the subsequent entertainment was provided
by Norman Collier, best known for his chicken
imitations, and next month it will be the turn of
Wayne Dobson, the TV magician. If he can show
how to make thatch and fusarium disappear from
greens in the same way that he makes a heli-
copter vanish, he will have more than earned his
appearance fee!

The BTME promises to be bigger and better
than ever this time, thanks to the enthusiastic and
efficient organisation of the BIGGA team. It
deserves to be fully supported, not only by the
greenkeepers who always attend, but also by golf
club secretaries, green committee chairmen and
others concerned about the proper management
of their own golf courses. From my own experi-
ence last January, it is hard to imagine that any-
one attending the BTME will come away without
feeling that his or her visit has been very worth-
while indeed.

Full range of amenity and wildflower species
FINN Hydroseeders and tackifiers

CONWED Fiber mulches

Donath
SEEDS®

Donath Seeds Ltd.
Priory Industrial Estate
Tetbury Gloucestershire

GL8 8HZ
Phone: 0666 502834
Fax: 0666 502401

Fast application and reduced labour
costs.

One operation for multiple products

Cost effective landscape revegetation

Reclamation and erosion control

Enhanced establishment for longterm
satisfaction and results.
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We've come a long way quickly, says BIGGA's Executive Director NEIL THOMAS

Looking forward to a
great week in Harrogate

n January 1989 the first Turf Management

Exhibition was held in Harrogate. Time
marches on and now we approach the fifth
exhibition on an altogether larger and more
professional scale.

This year BIGGA is honoured with the pres-
ence of HRH The Duke of York to formally
open the Exhibition on 20 January. In a short
period the BTME has come a long way and
there is justifiable pride amongst both BIGGA
members and exhibitors alike that the BTME
has now received royal recognition. We all
look forward to a great week in Harrogate.

During the last four years BIGGA has lis-
tened to many people, not least those working
within the industry, with a view to constantly
improving upon both the exhibition and the
educational programmes. The Steering Com-
mittee continues to be the key to the upgrad-
ing and development of the Exhibition,
meeting some three times a year for lively
exchanges of views which have resulted in
decisions influencing the future direction and
growth of BTME. As an Association, we are
indebted to those industry representatives who
give so freely of their time to ensure the ongo-
ing success of BTME.

Our educational programmes continue to be
a key factor in BTME'’s success attracting dele-
gates in large numbers to both the popular

two-day workshops which precede the open-
ing of the Exhibition as well as the general
seminar programme which runs throughout
the Exhibition. This year, for the first time,
BIGGA will be organising a European Forum
aimed particularly at ascertaining the needs of
greenkeepers throughout Europe, seeing
where help can be given through BIGGA’s
administrative structure and seeking greater
co-operation with European greenkeeping
Associations. A number of speakers from
Europe have been invited to contribute to the
Forum which it is anticipated will meet with
an enthusiastic response from BIGGA’s many
members working in Europe. Indications are
that the Forum will also attract much interest
from a number of European Greenkeeping
Associations as well as Golf Federations.

One of the Exhibition’s main marketing
‘tools’ is the Pre-Registration Card and all par-
ticipating companies are urged to distribute
these cards in large numbers. There is no limi-
tation on the number of cards that can be pro-
vided and companies can order them by
contacting BIGGA Headquarters. BIGGA is
looking at all times to promote the Exhibition
jointly with the industry and is always open to
suggestions on marketing initiatives.

The 1992 Exhibition certainly proved to be
the most successful to date. Not only were

there many more Course Managers and green-
keepers at Harrogate, but they were often
accompanied by Chairmen of Green, Secre-
taries or club owners as the case may be. Also
the geographical spread was much wider with,
for example, not only a substantial attendance
from the South West but also a most encour-
aging presence from Scotland. BIGGA will con-
tinue to direct its efforts to increasing member
participation. In this we are undoubtedly
helped by the Exhibition’s surrounding infras-
tructure — restaurants, hotels, guest houses
and shops all offer much to the visitor together
with the bonus of being able to park one’s car
and leave it unused for the week with all facili-
ties within walking distance. Indeed, those
attending BTME need no second invitation to
return and many in returning have subse-
quently brought colleagues with them. Our
intention is to firmly establish BTME as the
premier exhibition for the fine turf industries.
In this regard we are actively encouraging
local authority participation and we are also
targeting architects and constructors consider-
ing it important that they be present in Harro-
gate as an integral part of the industry.

I believe that BTME is now firmly fixed in
the industry’s calendar and we in BIGGA will
spare no effort to ensure the continued growth
and success of the Exhibition.

We create beauty while
solving problems.

Contact our distributors

Goly Course Services

6 Stuart Road,

Market Harborough,
Leicestershire

LE16 9PQ.

Tel: 0858 463153/464853
Fax: 0858 410085.

Beware of expensive
imitations

See us on

:; Stand A10 at
208 BTME

Troubled waters?

Otterbine
Aerators

The prescription for troubled
breathing, poor circulation,
and changing temperatures in
ponds and lakes is practical
engineering that is aesthetically
pleasing

are required

h
: 2
= - natural spray.

I he aerators range in power,
circulating from 600,000 to 20
million gallons of water in a
24-hour period. Each com-
plete, turnkey system is deliv-
ered fully assembled; no
special pumps or foundations

Striking patterns begin with
the Starburst, Rocket, Sunburst,
Constellation, or Phoenix
working alone or mingled
together. Add the Otterbine
Fountain Glo™ lighting system
for spectacular evening display
as well as security or the Rock
Float Cover for the illusion of

Otterbine Aerators meet the
water management needs of
golf courses, parks, recre-
ational lakes, office and
residential developments.
Call or write for more
information.

Barebo Inc.
5840 Main Rd. East,
Emmaus, PA 18049 USA.

Tel: (USA)
0101 215 965 6018

Fax: (USA)
0101 215 965 6050
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Explorer to deliver

management tips

BTME 1993 will be buzzing with so much to see and
do. The Educational Seminar Programme starts on
Monday January 18 with two-day workshops, and
will again continue to explore topics vital to green-
keeping professionals.

The keynote address on Wednesday January 20
will be by one of the world’s most seasoned explor-
ers, Colonel John Blashford-Snell MBE. His talk will
focus on his experience of leadership, motivation,
creative management, team-building and problem
solving.

Special five-day, three day and two-day accommo-
dation packages have been arranged at preferential
rates for delegates. Places are filling up fast, how-
ever — check availability by ringing BIGGA HQ on
03473 581.

Best prices for accommodation

The Old Swan Hotel is nominated as Exhibition
Hotel for 1993, following its success as a venue for
the 1992 event. The hotel is just a couple of minutes
walk from the show and is the focal point for the
social programme and pre-exhibition workshops.
The Old Swan say they have “extra special rates”
exclusively for BTME delegates. Call them on 0423
500055.

Cooper Calder Conferences are a one-stop shop
for hotel bookings.

Again, they can offer preferential rates and can
arrange ‘bookings on your behalf with a variety of
hotels in the town.

The company can also arrange any hospitality
requirements. Ask for Jahe Leonard on 0423
505663.

European Forum

Thursday January 21, Old Swan Hotel, 12-2pm
BIGGA is organising the first ever European Forum,
aimed particularly at ascertaining the needs of
greenkeepers throughout Europe.

The objectives will be to see where help can be
given through BIGGA’s administrative structure, and
seeking greater co-operation with European Green-
keeping Associations.

Speakers from Sweden, Belgium and Holland
have already accepted invitations to contribute to
the Forum which it is anticipated will meet with an
enthusiastic response from BIGGA’s many members
working in Europe.

All international members are invited to attend. If
you haven't indicated on your booking form of your
intention to attend what should be a fascinating
event, call Samantha Flint at BIGGA HQ on 03473
581 to secure your place.

A buffet luncheon will be provided, courtesy of
BIGGA.

BIGGA Turf Managemen
Exhibition and Seminar
Programme 1993

BTME

t

¢ The 1993 BTME runs from
Wednesday January 20 until
Friday January 22.

¢ BTME is open from 9am on
all three days. It closes at
5.30pm on Wednesday and
Thursday and at 1.30pm on Fri-
day.

¢ |f you're driving into Harro-
gate, RAC road signs will
direct you to where you want
to go. There are plenty of car
parks or off-road positions
within easy walking distance
of the show.

¢ Rail-links to Harrogate are
good and there are direct Inter-
city services from London
King's Cross.

¢ The nearest international
airport is Leeds/Bradford (13
miles/20 minutes by taxi).
Manchester Airport is 1.5
hours drive away.

Looking ahead

% AND LEAVES OTHER

*

CUTS, COLLECTS, CLIMBS, CARRIES, PULLS

‘RIDE-ONS’ STANDING

H
| The Allen Mustang is a go-anywhere, rugged 42 inch

See us on
Stand A28

ALL TERRAIN MOWER

rde-on rotary mower. It is especially suited to bank
mowing having a low centre of gravity and wide, low
pressure flotation tyres with hydrostatic drive

The Mustang is purpose made to cope with all

manner of garden duties, whilst
offering the operator a totally safe,
effortless and practical way to ‘tour
the land’. Powered by a Briggs &
Stratton Vanguard 16hp twin 4-
stroke engine, other features
include a differential lock and
electric lift to cutter deck for
precise, easy operation
The adjustment for height of
cut can be set to any height
between 34" (2cm) and 4"
(10cm) at the touch of a
button. A powered collection
system is also available.
For FREE brochure complete the

coupon or phone 0235 813936 NOW!

The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX11 8ES.
I Please send FREE Allen Mustang details

Gl.12.92

s POSICOCE...........
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Appointed Growers of Turf for

WEMBLEY

Approved for Quality

Complete range of Sports
Turf available from
Nurseries and Distributors
throughout the Country ~

§§§§§Q Aall year round

2
l
l
m
{
#
5

™

Inturf Limited, Regent Street, Pocklington, York YO4 2QN
Telephone (0759) 304101 Fax (0759) 305229

For Scotland Telephone 031 663 6617/8/9 Fax 031 663 0651

§4 2@
sBARKCy
R

NATIONAL TURFGRASS
Bl(“ﬁﬁ\
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RACE COURSES * SPORTS GROUND - GOLF
COURSES * PLAYING FIELDS * FOOTBALL FIELDS
ETC. * PUBLIC PARKS * LEISURE GROUNDS ETC.

2 /
® Width of cut 12'6"” (3810mm) S FRLD PROVEN .

® Transport width wings winched up 7'10” — EXPERIENCE —/
® Gives clean cut, even spread and quick recovery. S

UNITED AGRI, 15 STAMFORD ROAD, EXTON, OAKHAM, T
RUTLAND, LEICESTERSHIRE LE15 8AZ. TEL & FAX: (0572) 813531. |
UNITED AGRI, SWANSLEY WOOD, A45, CAXTON GIBBET, 4 \ ;
CAMBRIDGE. TEL: (0954) 718060, BRITISH MADE

AD
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THE NEW CONQUEROR
TRIPLE MOWER FROM

ALLETT

For leaflets/demonstration
contact:

ALLETT MOWERS LTD
60 Burkitt Road
Earltrees Industrial Estate

* Hydrostatic drive

* Independent clutch
control for all
cutting units

* High workrate and
transport speed Corby NN17 2DT

* Deluxe spring seat Tel: 0536 68950

55




Touch of
magic at
the end of
BTME

Social highlight of the |
week will be a '
fabulous banquet in
the Ballroom at the
Old Swan Hotel,
followed by cabaret
from talented
television magician
Wayne Dobson.

Wayne has
emerged in just a few
short years as one of
the most
accomplished and
innovative magicians
in showbusiness,
both here and in the
United States.

He's also quite a
comic. Comedy
characters such as
“Clint Cricklewood”
appear in his
popular TV series
“A Kind of Magic”

- and so expect the
unexpected during
what will be an
entertaining evening!
¢ Wayne is pictured
as Clint Cricklewood,
with Linda Lusardi in
a scene from his hit
TV series. Sorry
fellas, Linda won’t be
at the BTME!

——
W el

GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT AND TURF MAINTENANCE MACHINERY MANUFACTURERS

Winter Tee mats
1.5mtr x 1.5mtr, from
£177.00 plus VAT
Steel framed Tee units
with deep pile strike

mats, from
£273.00 plus VA

Carriage is chargeable in some areas.

at BTME

H. Pattisson & Co Ltd
342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds LU4 8NU
Tel: 0582 597262 ¢ Fax: 0582 505241

See us on
Stand B24

BIGGA Turf Management
Exhibition and Seminar
Programme 1993

¢ Just for fun, a general
knowledge quiz night will take
place at the Old Swan Hotel at
8.30pm on Wednesday Jan-
uary 20. There is no charge for
taking part, but let BIGGA HQ
know if you've not indicated
on your booking form, but you

would in fact like to join in. Call
Samantha Flint on 03473 581.

¢ Tony Shepherd, Chaplain to
the Harrogate Conference Cen-
tre, has offered his services to
BTME delegates. Tony is vicar
of the town centre church of St
Peter's and says he would be
delighted to co-operate in any
appropriate way. He's also a
keen golfer and a member at
Ripon. Contact Tony on 0423
500901.

EUROPE

Skinners Farm,
Eppings Lane,
Stapleford
Tawney,

Romford,

Essex RM4 1ST

Tel: (0708) 688435

efficient way
of colouring
the inside of
a putting
hole.
Supplied
complete.

AD
REF
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SEE US ON STAND A4 AT BTME %

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL December 1992 25



ap | Because you can choose standard,
";F convenient square yard rolls or the extra big,

Every year Rolawn supply hundreds
of greenkeepers with purpose grown
turf, enabling new greens and tees
to be brought into play and worn
surfaces to be brought up to stan-
dard. The turf can be supplied both
in standard square yard rolls and in
the new big rolls for large areas. A
specially developed range of laying
equipment is loaned free of charge
to customers so that they can lay the
large rolls themselves at greatly
reduced cost.

The company has exhibited at
BTME from the beginning and show
a range of turf and of turf laying
equipment and staff are on hand to
advise on the best choice for indi-
vidual needs.

For more details contact Terry
Ryan on 0904 608661 or visit
Rolawn on Stand A27.

Taking pride of place on the Allen
Power stand will be the Allen Mus-
tang All Terrain Mower — a 42” ride
on mower with a difference.

This rugged machine, built
around a Briggs & Stratton 16hp
twin Vanguard will go where other
ride-ons fear to tread, according to
Allen Power.

Low pressure ATV tyres and

hydrostatic drive with differential
lock mean the vehicle will cut grass
on banks where until now only
pedestrian machines could be used.

The above configuration also
means the Mustang is in a class of
its own on newly seeded grass or in
extreme wet conditions.

Electric lift to the cutter, a deck
that can be removed in 20 seconds
and an impressive towing capacity
together with stunning good looks
means the Allen Mustang is in
demand with the owners of large
lawns and the professional user
alike.

Price: £3695 +VAT - see it at
BTME on Stand A28.

United Agri's United Super Zip
Topper is available in three versions,
12’ 6” cut with wheels single or dual
rollers which enables it to follow
ground contours. It has a very clean
cut, an even spread with quick
recovery. It can cut from half an
inch upwards. Low horse power
required. Transport width 7 10”. It
has five spindles with anti-scalp
discs and 15 blades.

United Parks Zip Mower is avail-
able in four versions. 7' 6” cut, with
easy screw adjustable side skids, sin-

gle or dual rollers, or with wheels.
Extremely strong. Either machine
will cut in forward or reverse direc-
tion. 3 point linkage front and rear.

See the United Agri machinery at
BTME on Stand A21.

On display at the Allett Mowers
stand will be three machines specifi-
cally designed for greenkeepers. The
Allett Conqueror is a ride on triple
mower for use on tees and sur-
rounds. The machine benefits from
hydrostatic transmission and is
therefore very manoeuvrable.
Unique for a machine in this price
range, the Conqueror has individual
clutches for all three cutting units
giving a choice of cutting widths of
78", 57”7 or 36”. The machine is
powered by an 11HP electric start
Command engine with a pressure
lubricated system for prolonged use
on banks.

Also on display will be two pedes-
trian greens machines. The Tourna-
ment incorporates a power driven
spiral brush fitted between front
roller and cylinder which brushes
the turf, lifting any lateral grass, for
a much better quality of cut and at
the same time it brushes the front
roller to keep it clean and so main-

Exhibitors get ready for

tain a consistent height of cut. The
Shaver is a similar machine but with
an optional static brush. Both
machines give 180 cuts per yard and
a finish which is unequalled.

See Allet Mowers on Stand B42A.

Inturf, grower and supplier of high
quality cultivated turf, operates a
seven day harvesting programme,
producing six grades of turf from
the selected 1200 acres of nurseries
situated throughout the country,
and is the official turf supplier for
Wembley Stadium. Technical advice
is offered by Turfgrass Services
International Ltd, and the whole
Group accomplishes total quality
management verified by BS5750
accreditation. Visit Inturf on Stand
A34, where technical personnel will
be available to offer advice.

Lindum Turf on Stand B5 will be
displaying their range of turf. Lin-
dum turf is well respected and is
used by golf courses nationwide.
Grades available: Tournament —
the top quality fescue bent greens
turf; Tees 1 — the fine grass tees turf
and Tees 2, the hard wearing tees
turf with dwarf perennial ryegrass.
All other sporting and leisure uses

is a lot easier with Rolawn.

Laying turf is not exactly child’s play, but it

Because our turf is precision cut, mature,
purpose grown and available when you want it.

ing equipment for the big rolls so turfing large

ever.

Large or Small

(25 square yard) rolls. We’ll even lend you lay-

areas is quicker and more cost-effective than

Because our chain of national depots mean a

truly local service for collection or delivery.

Talk to our turf specialists on 0904 608661
and find out why more people use Rolawn than
any other cultivated turf.

Rolawn

Elvington, York Y04 5AR.
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a packed BTME

are covered by the Lindum range of
turf grades.

The Lindum portfolio of products
and services also includes turf in big
or small rolls, laying service by com-
petent operators, range of fertilisers
and top dressings and overseeding
packages.

For more details contact Stephen
Fell or David Snowden on 065 261
329.

Pattisson welcome old and new
friends to their stand where they
will be able to see their new nylon
bogey hole cup, putting green mark-
ers and flag swivel with the easi-fit
flag along with their comprehensive
range of golf course and driving
range equipment.
See Pattisson on Stand B24.

The Express Dual will be shown by
Atterton & Ellis, which is capable
of not only conventional plain cylin-
der grinding with the cylinder
removed, but also in-situ grinding of
the cylinder when still mounted in
the machine — a particularly useful
feature when resharpening during
mid-season. A “Professional” kit will
be included which allows a larger
range of cutting units to be sharp-
ened in-situ.

The Anglemaster heavy duty bot-
tom blade grinding machine will
also be shown by the company and
will include a power traverse fea-
ture.

All machines are well proven and
carry the Atterton hallmark of qual-
ity and reliability and may be seen
in use in many of the leading golf
courses throughout the country as
well as many other parts of the
world.

Further details will be available at
the show on Stand A8 or by contact-
ing Atterton & Ellis Ltd on 0440
702312.

Hole-in-White return to Harrogate
for the third year to enable green-
keepers and trade to see first-hand a
demonstration of Hole-in-White in
use.

Hole-in-White is a golf hole turf
whitener and has been specially
designed to provide the golf course
manager/greenkeeper with a fast
and most efficient way of painting
the inside of the golf hole (top inch)
using our patent device and quick
drying new formula aerosol paint.

Don’t miss this opportunity to
come along and see us on Stand A4.

This year Donath Seeds will be
introducing their new wildflower
mixtures for conservation areas on
golf courses and Danilo, the leading

new amenity perennial ryegrass,
which will be available in their fair-
way mixture.

Donath Seeds will be happy to
help with any queries visitors may
have concerning hydroseeding on
golf courses. For more details or an
information pack, call 0666 502834,
or visit Donath Seeds on Stand B9.

The unique turfgrass teaching facili-
ties at Myerscough (Lancashire
College of Agriculture and Horti-
culture) provide a comprehensive
range of irrigation systems, golfing
surfaces and demonstration areas,
with a further two holes currently
being constructed on the golf
course. This allows students to
study different construction profiles
and management systems. Inte-
grated with these features is a
research programme on irrigation
and nutrient requirements of high
sand and content rootzone mixes.

Such excellent facilities and
research programmes are designed
to enhance the quality of courses
and improve the career opportuni-
ties offered to students — a strategy
which has proved highly popular
with the successful launch of the
new Higher National Diploma in
Turf Science and Sports Provision in
September 1992.

For more information contact
Martyn Jones or Maria Gara at Lan-
cashire College of Agriculture and
Horticulture on 0995 40611, or visit
Stand A15 at the BTME.

In introducing the driving range ver-
sion of their tried and tested syn-
thetic surface “Golf Mat”, Pro-Tee
Products have retained all the
qualities and innovations which
have proved so successful to date.

Management is considerably
eased due to the reduction in range
operating costs brought about by
the maintainability and durability
features designed into the rubber
frame/surface combination.

Users have not only noted the size
of the mat but also have been pleas-
antly aware of the qualities it pos-
sesses for the protection of their
equipment (a 15mm shock absorb-
ing backing cushion) and the non-
clogging tee retention system.

For more details of Pro-Tee Prod-
ucts, call 0306 712998 or see them
at BTME on Stand B26.

Supreme Mowing proudly present
the supreme grinding system,
designed to accommodate all sharp-
ening needs.

“You request and we can provide
from single function cylinder and
bottom blade grinders to our unique

design dual purpose cylinder and
bottom blade grinding machines,”
says Linda Adams, General Man-
ager. Cylinders can be spun and/or
single blades ground in situ or out
of frame, together with the ability to
sharpen bottom blades on the same
machine with equal efficiency and
precision. Why take up expensive
working area with two machines
when one will provide all facilities?

Supreme’s designs incorporate
high safety levels including full shat-
terproof canopy, recirculating
coolant system and, importantly,
24-volt switch gear.

See Supreme Mowing on Stand
A32 at Harrogate.

Sports Ground Irrigation Co. will
be showing for the first time at
BTME, their remote control irrigation
system - this enables the green-
keeper to operate each valve manu-
ally without opening the valve box.

The system uses a hand-held
transmitter and smart decoders
developed specially for the CIC
range of decoders and, says the
company, is probably the easiest
golf course controller to pro-
gramme.

Also on display will be the full

BIGGA Turf Management
Exhibition and Seminar
Programme 1993

Looking aliead

range of “Hunter” gear driven sprin-
klers, including the “Hunter” golf
range for which Sports Ground Irri-
gation are UK distributors.

See these products on Stand A9.

Otterbine Aerators, on Stand A10,
can help keep irrigation waters
clean. This full-time management
tool reduces bottom sludge, algae,
aquatic weeds and foul aquatic
odours through a process called Aer-
ation. Mechanical aerators pull cold
dense bottom waters upwards and
throw them into the air where they
collect atmospheric oxygen. This cir-
culation and oxygenation helps
speed biological clean-up process.
Mechanical aerators are effective
when the stress on the aquatic
ecosystem is greatest during calm,
still and cloudy days. Otterbine sup-
plies a self-contained compact sys-
tem with over 100,000 installations
throughout the world.

GOLF

Tel: (0492) 622309

EQUIPMENT —

Graiglwyd Road, Penmaenmawr, Gwynedd LL34 6EP

Fax: (0492) 623969
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See us on Stand A30 at BTME in Harrogate
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Supreme RS
LEADER

SUPREME GRINDERS

GREENSPRO

220 M28-4WD

RANSOMES - no one offers you a wider range of turf care machinery. We manufacture

machinery to match a precise application. That's why it does a better job, more efficiently and

more cost effectively. For mowing a fine lawn or cutting a large park there's a RANSOMES

machine to fit the task. If you're maintaining fine greens there are aerators, spikers and top ' o 'AL
dressers too. There's even a range of cylinder grinders to maintain a fine edge. Check out TURF CARE

i) RANSOMES first - you will be amazed how we can meet your needs exactly. FOR THE PROFESSIONAL

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies Ltd, Ransomes Way, Ipswich IP3 9QG, England. Tel: (0473) 270000 Fax: (0473) 270032
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Exhibitors to date

ADAS

Agriland

Aitkens Sportsturf

Allen Power Equipment

Allett Mowers

Askham Bryan College

Atterton & Ellis

Baileys of Norfolk

Barenbrug UK

Better-Methods Europe

BEV Golf Equipment

Blazon Europe

Brackenhurst College

British Seed Houses

CDC Group of Companies

CMW Equipment

Cheshire College

Claymore Grass Machinery

D&E Turf Maintenance

Donath Seeds

Elmwood College

English Golf Union

Farmura

Fenchurch Northern

Fisons

Ford New Holland

Gem Professional

The Golf Sign Co.

Grace Sierra UK

Hardi

Hayters PLC

Hole-in-White (Europe)

Howard Evans Financial
Services

Huxleys Grass Machinery

ICI Professional Products

I/C Distributors

Institute of Groundsmanship

Inter Seeds

Inturf

Iseki UK

Jacobsen

Kubota

Lancashire College

Lely (UK)

Lindum Seeded Turf

Lloyds & Co Letchworth

Maxwell Hart

Mikan Sportsturf

Multi-Core Aerators

National Turfgrass Council

Netlon

Oaklands College

Otterbine Aerators

H Pattisson & Co

Prime Watermen

Professional Sportsturf Design

Pro-Tee Products

Ransomes

Rhone-Poulenc

Rigby Taylor

Rolawn

Rufford Top-Dress Supplies

SISIS Equipment

Sports Ground Irrigation

Sports Turf Research Institute

Sta-Brite Supplies

Supaturf Products

Supreme Mowing

Tacit

The 19th Hole

Tillers Turf Co

Turf Management

Turf Management Systems

United Agri

Vitax

Watermation

Wiedenmann (UK)

(as at 25 November 1992).

A message from BIGGA Chairman Roy Kates

You’ve got

BIGGA Turf Management
Exhibition and Seminar
Programme 1993

to be there! ™

Each year brings
new challenges
and new opportunities
and this is always
clearly illustrated in
the development of
the BIGGA Turf Man-
agement Exhibition.

At the beginning of
this year, expectation
was high for another
successful BTME. Our

. expectations were
more than surpassed, with a tremendous response
from greenkeepers, the trade and all visitors who
attended the Harrogate event in whatever capacity.

To build on that great success was always going
to be a challenge. Faced with a crippling economic
climate and the worst recession in over 50 years, the
prospect of a BTME which matched the record-
breaking 1992 event, was something we could only
dream about.

But thanks to the determination and sheer hard
work of the BIGGA staff, our friends in the trade and
the sterling efforts of the BTME Steering Committee,
all the signs are that we have indeed produced
another winner.

I am thrilled at the prospect of Prince Andrew
opening the 1993 event. It is a clear sign to the
entire industry that the BTME has achieved recogni-
tion at the highest level. Our exhibition has always
been the jewel in BIGGA’s crown — an expression
which takes on even more meaning this coming

year.
A keen sense of purpose continues to drive the

Association forward. Our Greenkeeper Education
and Development Fund was launched by Viscount
Whitelaw at this year’s BTME, and you can read
elsewhere in this issue of the huge strides this fund
has taken in so short a time.

We are all working tirelessly for greenkeeper, golf
club and game and the annual BTME is your chance
to see those efforts come to fruition. As well as the
education and illumination of it all, there’s ample
opportunity to meet old friends, make new ones and
generally take advantage of the stimulating atmo-
sphere which gives BTME such a buzz.

If you've already been before, no doubt you too
will be looking forward to this “week of the year.” If
you haven’t, I urge you not to miss out and guaran-
tee that you won't regret the journey.

This is an appropriate time to thank those many,
many people without whose efforts the 1993 BTME
would not hold such promise. To everyone within
BIGGA, the staff, magazine staff, Board of Manage-
ment, Regional Adminstrators and Section Secre-
taries, plus the members — thank you for working
together to build a brighter future for us all. A spe-
cial thank you goes to the trade for their support
and to the Golden/Silver Key Circle members who
have provided vital financial help for tomorrow’s
greenkeeping profession.

To conclude, I wish you all you would wish your-
self this Christmas and I hope we will all enjoy a
prosperous New Year — starting, of course, with the
fortunes of the BTME.

Having read about BTME on these pages, I do
hope you will make tracks to Harrogate, and will
bring your colleagues along too. I look forward to
seeing you there.

# To book a stand space - call Debbie Savage on 03473 581 or
request an information pack by fax on 03473 8864

¢ To pre-register to gain preferential admission. Complete the
postcard in this issue, send it back to us - post free - and
we’ll have your badge waiting for you when you arrive.
Submitting this card also means you stand a chance of

winning fantastic BIGGA merchandise in a free prize draw
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THE ANSWER TO YOUR SUMMER
AERATION PROBLEMS Al il
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Specialists in irrigation
installations, land drainage,
golf course construction
and maintenance

The RTQ “Sarel Type” Roller
A pedestrian model is also available

THE ANSWER TO YOUR GOLF BALL
COLLECTING PROBLEMS
Az Complete land drainage service:
Tracked, rubber wheel and pedestrian
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| jj || i perfect condition - all the time!

It might have been a problem looking after your copies of Greenkeeper
International before now...

...But not any longer!

Keep your copies safe, and the vital information always
immediately to hand, with our new, exclusive Greenkeeper
International binders.

Stylish, hardwearing and convenient, the binders are supplied in a smart
green colour with the magazine’s name: lee and the BIGGA logo
overprinted in gold. Each binder will hold a year's issues of Greenkeeper
International and comes with a useful index card in its own plastic pocket,
for you to personalise as a quick reference guide.

And to get you starfed, we're offering the chance to save £1 if you buy two
binders — just what you need to hold all the 1991 editions and the ten
months (so far) of 1992's magazines.
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Say goodbye to dog-eared magazines - order your binders
today!
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1 ORDER FORM - BINDERS

Please send me ............. Greenkeeper International binder(s) ot £5.95
each including postage/packing (UK price; £7.95 Europe), or;

(| want fo take advantage of the Special Introductory Offer and buy
two binders for just £10.90, including P+P (UK price; £14.90 Europe).
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the first

Barry F Cooper, son of the nationally acknowledged
drainage expert, the late Turner Cooper, inventor of

Eat P

wisdom

n my opinion, the drainage of golf courses is no different

from that of ordinary agricultural land. In most cases one is
dealing with virgin land, and the principles of land drainage
remain the same. This applies to both existing courses and
courses under construction, with exceptions being those that
have been constructed by Americans or Japanese, where whole-
sale earth moving is the norm.

1 must be appreciated that it takes a very long time for a rea-
sonable sub-soil structure to build up in land that has been sub-
jected to massive earth moving, and no matter how many drains
are installed the drainage will not work to full capacity until this
sub-soil structure is restored. This fact is of paramount impor-
tance to the successful drainage of any course.

When I am asked to assess the drainage requirements of land
that is to become a golf course, I approach it in the following
way. Normally I am provided with a plan showing the proposed
layout, but it will not be of much use in the initial stages of
drainage design. My first requirement is a 1/2500 OS map of
the area showing all the old field boundaries. If it is possible to
obtain an OS map dating back to the early 1900s so much the
better, because there are likely to be many more field bound-
aries shown than on later series, showing the original bound-
aries before farmers and the Ministry of Agriculture vandalised
the area concerned in order to produce more food and facilitate
the ever increasing size of farm machinery.

Having obtained the relevant OS maps, I can visualise how
each original field was drained, and I have a starting point for
designing my scheme. In the old days the hedgerows usually
depicted differing sub-soil types, so that farmers knew exactly
which field could be worked during which time. All of this skill
vanished when farm machinery improved, but I still feel this
knowledge is important to me, because my plan may call for dif-
ferent drainage designs dependent upon the nature of the sub-
soil. I try also to obtain a copy of the Geological Survey map for
the area, which denotes sub-soil changes fairly accurately. Thus
equipped I can be on my guard when designing a drainage
scheme in an area of ever changing sub-soil.

Having ascertained where old field boundaries were I check
on the relevant outfall ditches. This will also give me an answer
as to whether any more modern grant-aided drainage schemes
have been installed over the last 40 years or so. My next task is
to seek out the man who has been farming the land in previous
years. Such information is invaluable, for he will be able to tell
me almost to the metre where the wet areas are, or where an
old main drain runs. This is particularly important in instances
where the land is flat, main drains travelling some distance to
find a satisfactory outfall.

As drainage is a very costly operation, I often come under
pressure from constructors to cut drainage specifications to a
bare minimum, this to encourage the client to proceed with the
contract. I resist this vigorously, not only because it is false
economy, but also it is like building a house without founda-
tions. If the drainage is right, some of the surface requirements,
eg. trees and bunkers, can be postponed until the following
year to ease the cost, without any long term damage being
done.

Having made my enquiries, I start my own field work: soil
samples, level surveys etc. It is at this point that I turn to the
proposed layout plan, because I can allow for larger diameter

in 1954 and

author of the seminal work ‘Practical Land Drainage’,
has spent a lifetime in solving drainage probl

This feature is edited from a paper prepared by Barry
Cooper for the BIGGA Education Conference at
Cirencester. It offers timeless words of

pipes to accommodate greens, tees and bunker drainage, whilst
designing my drainage scheme around any proposed tree plant-
ing.

I am often asked whether the drainage or irrigation should be
installed first. Usually I would plump for drainage first.
Drainage is purely hydraulic and has to rely on being laid to the
correct falls, and as an advocate of deep drainage I like to oper-
ate without the restriction of irrigation pipes and cables.

On courses with a fairly uniform clay sub-soil, my usual
design would be for a series of laterals laid at 15m centres and
approximately 800mm deep, with porous fill to within 150mm
of the surface, with the last operation taking place before seed-
ing: a good sub-soil at 450mm deep. This sub-soiling is of prime
importance, because during the construction work considerable
compaction occurs, which must be overcome before seeding
takes place. I like to bring the porous fill to within 150mm of
the surface, so that lighter machinery can successfully carry out
secondary treatment.

During 1989 I was asked to design and supervise a system for
the Strathtyrum at St Andrews. The sub-soil was pure sand and
most of the area was below the high water mark. I instituted a
comprehensive level survey and ascertained that a pumping sit-
uation would be required. I am no expert on pumping schemes,
so I set out to find the contractor who had worked on neigh-
bouring land three years previously. I found him and learned
more in talking to him for an hour than if I had toiled on my
own for a month. He told me what water volume to expect,
what pump sizes would be necessary and to make provisions for
dealing with the dreaded ‘red ochre’.

A series of very deep and large size concrete mains had been
laid by the first contractor some seven years prior to our starting
the new scheme, and upon inspection they were already begin-
ning to block with ‘red ochre’. We successfully jetted them all,
and installed extra man-holes to facilitate future jetting work. A
system of laterals was installed some 1.2m deep at 15m centres,
which produced a staggering amount of water. The plastic pipes
were all filter wrapped and I am keeping my fingers crossed that
the wrapping does not become blocked. The end of every lateral
was brought up to surface level and covered with a cap - also to
facilitate jetting — which I calculate will be needed every five
years.

In the past I believe that drainage was considered to be of lit-
tle importance on existing courses, with green chairmen just
shrugging their shoulders if any fairway was unplayable, with
little concern to either take the affected fairway out of play or
close the course until it was dry. Thank goodness these attitudes
are changing now, as the realisation that if a course, or any part
of it, is too wet for play a considerable amount of revenue may
be lost. Many courses remain wet because people in power
think they are impossible to drain. This usually comes about
because ‘the greenkeeper had a go at draining the fairway down
by the stream and it did not work, therefore it is impossible to
drain’. They do not stop to think that the drains hadn’t been laid
either deep enough (the usual problem) or in the correct loca-
tion to achieve the best results. It amazes me that people who
should know better still advocate shallow drains when draining
fairways. I would rarely, if ever, recommend to a club that they
lay any drains less than 750mm deep, and I shudder when I

hear a supposed drainage contractor refer to a golf course as a =
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= ‘sports turf situation’. This usually is an excuse to lay drains at
450mm deep, at about 5 or 6m centres. Not only is this very
expensive, but it is not as effective as it should be, giving little
or no room for secondary treatment.

When I am called to visit an existing course, I follow a similar
procedure as when visiting a greenfield site, particularly as far
as the old OS sheets are concerned, obviously with a course
some 80 or 90 years old, there are unlikely to be any workers
left who know anything about the land. If it is possible to obtain
these old maps, at least then I have the old field boundaries to
hand and can start my investigations accordingly. Some times
construction work has been carried out during a dry time and
ditches have been assumed to be dry, when in reality they were
not what we know as dry ditches, and we all know the result of
burying drain outfalls.

At St Andrews, apart from the greenfield site I mentioned ear-
lier I had to design a pumping scheme in order to drain a
1200m landstrip that comprised the 2nd, 3rd and 4th holes of
the Jubilee Course, which was also below the high water mark.
Well, I thought I had seen an awful amount of water making
out of the sand on the Strathtyrum Course, but it was nothing
compared to what we hit on the Jubilee. The contractor
installed the pump site and we started with the pipe reservoir at
3.5m deep at the pump site and 1m deep 1200m away at the
4th Green. Two laterals were installed, average depth 1m, par-
allel to the main and connected into it at intervals. We were
suddenly removing in excess of 1 million gallons of pure clean
water per day. I thought the water would be salty, but it was
beautifully fresh and clear.

There are five courses at St Andrews and they have a 400,000
gallon reservoir that was kept going by pumped water from the
Swilken Burn. This water was sparse and not as clean as it
might have been and although all the courses at St Andrews
have automatic sprinklers on greens, tees and fairways, water
was so scarce that only the Old Course received the

‘Many links courses
could be sitting on a
goldmine of untapped
pure water...’

amount required to keep it fairly green.

Now with the water we had found, we connected it to the
reservoir through a series of gate valves again and they had to
install a 150mm overflow pipe to cope with the quantity of
water. 1 was concerned that the water was forming an under-
ground block against the encroachment of salt water, and with
drawing so many million gallons of it away I felt the salt water
may eventually become predominant. However, chemical tests
are carried out regularly and during the last two years this
hasn’t happened and the quantity of water has only decreased
slightly.

What was very interesting at St Andrews was that there were
two main drains (stone drains) with manholes at every 150
yards that must have been at least 100 years old, laid by hand.
They were around 300mm in diameter and, apart from their
upper reaches, were working perfectly. I should mention that
where our new main drain was at its deepest, we were drawing
water from the sand over 150 yards away.

Having had these experiences at St Andrews, I can’t help feel-
ing that many other links courses could be ‘sitting on a gold
mine’ of untapped pure water, which could save untold cost if
harnessed properly. The same could be said for some inland
courses, where there is a particularly sandy sub-soil and the
topography of the area creates the correct circumstances.

I would just like to mention the drainage of greens and tees.
These days greens are constructed on a ‘stone carpet’, with pipe
drains laid under the carpet at approx. 300mm deep. The carpet
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Drainage consultants to St. Andrews Links
Management Committee and numerous
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is usually 40mm clean stone laid to a thickness of around
225mm. Newly constructed tees are drained in an identical
manner. The only thing I fall out over regarding this is that if
there is no general drainage scheme required or afforded, green
and tee drains are usually led to a ‘soakaway’. The use of soak-
aways always make me smile, because I believe that if water is
expected to soak away just a few feet from the drained area, it is
reasonable to expect it to soak away anyway and not require
draining! Greens that were constructed many years ago have no
stone carpets and present a variety of different problems, partic-
ularly the obvious ones arising from sunken greens or those
carved out of the side of a hill. The only way to drain virgin
greens is to install pipe drains to lower the water table therein.
Sometimes with careful thought this object can be achieved
without actually laying drains in the putting surface.

As with agriculture, drains alone do not keep a green dry.
Good greenkeeping is essential, and things such as thatch and
compaction must be kept under control at all times. Bunkers on
clay based courses are also a potential trouble spot, and I usu-
ally recommend that drains be laid along the length of the
bunker some 300mm below the level of the sand. I usually spec-
ify filter wrapped pipe, with a 6mm to 10mm backfill over, with
a geo-textile membrane strip over the backfill or turves. I prefer
this method to a sump in the bunker, because the sump tends to
be like taking the plug out of a sink full of water and drains the
sand into the porous fill and the pipe.

Another thing I feel strongly about is the timing of drainage
work. Most clubs will try to insist that their drainage scheme is
carried out at the end of the season so as not to interfere with
tournaments, but what they don’t realise is that not only are
they taking a much bigger risk weather wise, in extreme condi-
tions they could lose a further season’s play on the affected
areas. I always try to persuade clubs to allow the work to take
place in mid summer, when disturbance to both club and soil is
minimal.

Turf drain

A double horseshoe drain
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five years of experience in the business.

of the most famous golfing venues in the country.
This is perhaps why we are one of the principal

management and groundwork problems.
Contact us today for a colour brochure or to arrange
a site survey and estimate without obligation.

Sunnyside, Blairadam, by Kelty KY4 OHY
Tel: (0383) 830217; Fax: (0383) 831771

We are widely recognised as one of the leading
names in the field of speclalist drainage, water
management and groundwork with over twenty-

We are particularly adept at solving the complex problenis
associated with golf courses and other sportsturf and
amenity areas and have a proven track record at some

contractors and consultants selected by so many Golf

Courses, Sportsgrounds, Amenity Management Bodies,
Local and Regional Authorities and many others to provide
permanent, cost-effective solutions to their drainage. water
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hen Prince Andrew steps

onto the BTME lecture
podium at Harrogate in January
to present Master Greenkeeper
Certificates, the four MGC recip-
ients will, I'll wager, be on ten-
terhooks: nervous, highly
excited, tingling with the expec-
tant pleasure of an occasion
they will remember ’til their
dying day.

To be acclaimed by one’s
peers as a Master Greenkeeper
is the highest accolade known
in British greenkeeping, for
gaining membership bestows
acceptance to an exclusive
brethren that consists currently
of just five men.

Laurence Pithie, the first ever
to warrant the letters MGC after
his name, has risen to fame and
glory and his story is writ large
in the history of our profession.
Now four more MGCs are to be
thus honoured, and in recogni-
tion of their ‘Right Royal Accla-
mation’, Greenkeeper Inter-
national outlines their careers,
Masters all!

WILLIAM (Bil) MONTAGUE,
CGCS, MGC

Bil Montague is the first American
to gain MGC status, and I am
indebted to Thom Martinek, Presi-
dent, Northern Ohio Supt. Assoc.,
for his commentary.

‘Bil started in the business in
the sixties after serving in the US
Army. Under the watchful eye of
Walter Dean, Bil learned quickly,
acting as Walter’s most able assis-
tant. He attended night school
until the State of Ohio declared
an austerity programme and laid
off many of its employees, work-
ing then as a superintendent at a
public course before returning to
education, this time as a full time
student at Ohio State University.
Following his time at Ohio State,
he worked for Leo Petronzio,
gaining valuable experience of
landscape layout and plant selec-
tion from one of the best known
exponents of the art.

In 1972, Bil began working at
the Oakwood Club, and he will
soon be starting his twentieth sea-
son, having been named superin-
tendent upon his predecessors
retirement. The Oakwood Club
was founded in 1905, with the

first nine open for play in 1906. In
1915 a Donald Ross plan was pre-
pared and several changes were
made over the years. Latterly, the
noted architect, Michael Hurdzan,
has made several dramatic
changes, bringing back interest,
character and definition to the old
course. Dr Hurdzan is now con-
sulted on all long range plans,
from trees to bunkers and includ-
ing a new irrigation system.

Bil served enough time as both
assistant and superintendent to be
tested (in 1985) by the GCSAA,
and he now carries the proud des-
ignation CGCS (Certified Golf
Course Superintendent).

Programme 1993

involved to complete Phases I and
II, and the comprehensive written
exam in Phase III, T had an unbe-
lievable feeling of accomplish-
ment upon reading David
Golding’s fax, which read: ‘Con-
gratulations! — the second Master
Greenkeeper and the first Interna-
tional to achieve this status’...”.
Influential in Bil's life have been
architect Jack Kidwell, who he
describes as “a man whose wis-
dom you can take to the bank”,
and Dr Michael Hurdzan, appren-
tice to Jack and a talented archi-
tect who “gives his clients exactly
what they want, whilst never los-
ing sight of the needs of the

BTME

BIGGA Turf Management
Exhibition and Seminar

Four greenkeepers have a particular
reason to be looking forward to the
1993 BTME. They’ll be collecting their
Master Greenkeeper Gertificates from
Prince Andrew. We look at the careers
of four more recruits to the
profession’s most exclusive club

In 1988 Bil was introduced to
BIGGA and attended his first con-
ference in Scotland. “I was so
taken by the hospitality of the
people I met”, Bil told me, “I came
home an avowed ambassador for
BIGGA, keen to tell everyone of
my experiences and of the great
educational opportunities existing
within the organisation”.

Bil began his quest for MGC in
1990, “after having been in golf
for over 20 years, and having
been certified by GCSAA, I felt the
need for a career orientated edu-
cational goal, which BIGGA ful-
filled perfectly via its MGC
programme. With the time
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superintendent, who must main-
tain the end product”.

Bil lives in Kirtland, Ohio, with
wife Monica, son Jason (18) and
daughter Amanda (10), together
with several horses. In expressing
his appreciation to his friends in
BIGGA, Bil especially singled out
fellow American, Jean Esposito,
who introduced him to the Associ-
ation. He also thanks his family
for “all the times I couldn’t be
with you, ‘because the grass was
growing’ and you all understood”.

KERRAN DALY, MGC
There is a novel, some might say
cruel, twist in Kerran Daly’s career

story, for though he was born in
the Kingdom of Fife, often
acclaimed as ‘The Home of Golf,
in the 16 years he spent there he
never once set foot on a Scottish
golf course!

Kerran moved with his family to
Hertfordshire and on leaving
school at 18, started work at
Berkhamsted Golf Club, home of
the Berkhamsted Trophy and
scene of early triumphs by the
young Sandy Lyle. Some 18
months later he moved again, this
time to Brighton’s finest municipal
golf course at Hollingbury Park
and after just one year he was
appointed their head green-
keeper. Two years at Hollingbury
gave him the confidence to move
into the private domain, and he
became head greenkeeper at East
Brighton Golf Club, then the
home club of editor, David White,
who recalls, ‘though I was not at
that time involved in greenkeep-

ing journalism, I can readily
vouch that East Brighton’s
windswept acres were in

sparkling condition, obviously in
very capable hands’.

Six years later, ‘the rough edges
knocked off as Kerran puts it, he
ventured north to Staverton Park
Golf Club and spent five years
learning about USGA spec greens
and how to care for heavy clay
fairways, ‘greenkeeping at the
sharp end’ as he now describes
the experience. Whilst at the Dav-
entry club he attained the EIGGA
Diploma in Golf Management and
won the coveted EIGGA Course
Manager’s Gold Diploma.

The lure of the Downs brought
Kerran back south, this time to
the historic and welcoming Salis-
bury and South Wilts Golf Club,
and it is here that he cares for the
needs of his members, producing
turf that is, according to his peers,
a pleasure to play upon.

Education has never been far
from Kerran’s mind, and mindful
of the benefits such education
brings in keeping greenkeepers
‘on top of the game’, he has com-
pleted Phases III and IV in Golf
Course Management. His recogni-
tion as an expert saw him com-
pete in the ICI Professional
Product Premier Greenkeeper of
the Year awards in 1990, placing
a creditable third.



In his 21 years of greenkeeping
there has been no stronger sup-
porter of BIGGA, in the past as
chairman of the Sussex section,
whilst now holding office on the
committee of the South Coast sec-
tion. Apart from this active partic-
ipation in committee, Kerran is at
ease on the lecture podium, and
he has addressed both South
Coast and Devon and Cornwall
section meetings on several occa-
sions. In January, greenkeepers
will be able to see and hear him in
action at our own BTME, when he
will address the subject: Comput-
ers and Golf Course Management.

Kerran is married and confesses
to spending most of his spare time
with his daughter, Shona, who is
just three years old and the apple
of her father’s eye.

ROBERT MAIBUSCH, B.Sc.,
CGCS, MGC

Bob Maibusch is the second of our
American Internationals, a man
whose first experience with the
game of golf was as a caddie. He
writes: ‘1 was employed at the
Oak Park CC from 1971 to 1976,
fortunate to work at a club that
cared enough about their caddies
that they encouraged us to play.
An outcome of this experience
was that I attained a Chick Evans
Caddie Scholarship. The scholar-
ship is based on a combination of
grade point average, caddying
experience, financial need, moral
character, a written essay, and the
recommendation of the members
of your club. This scholarship
allowed me to attend Michigan
State University for four years,
majoring with a B.Sc. in Turfgrass
Management.

Another experience that I had
caddying and which, more than
anything else, convinced me that I
wanted to devote my life to golf
was that as the top caddie at my
club I was qualified to caddy in
the 1974 Western Open. By luck
of the draw I chose Tom Watson,
who had played well the previous
week in the U.S. Open but had
faltered in the last round in what
has come to be known as the
“Massacre at Winged Foot”. Fate
works in mysterious ways, and on
the last day Tom Watson came
from six behind to win his first
ever tournament. Since then he

has gone on to win over 30 pro-
fessional events including five
British Opens. Throughout his
career he has been an inspiration,
we have stayed in touch and his
encouragement has been a great
motivation for me.

From 1976- ‘78 I was employed
at Oak Park CC and got my first
taste of how difficult this line of
work really is, thereafter (1979-
1981) I was assistant at Kenosha
CC, Wisconsin. Working under
superintendent David Ward, I
learned some of the difficulties
involved in managing a staff and
projects. Dave Ward, now the
superintendent at Olympia Fields
CC, was and continues to be a
great mentor for me. He gave me
the opportunity to develop my
management skills and much of
the credit for my skills as a course
manager can be attributed to his
positive influence, and his willing-
ness to let a ‘wet behind the ears’
assistant prove himself.

From 1981-'82 I was assistant
at Ravisloe CC. This position came
as a result of Dave Ward taking
the job as superintendent. It was a
new experience for me, because
the course had many agronomic
problems as a result of prior mis-
management. The experience I
gained in seeing it transformed
from its poor condition into one
of the finest conditioned courses
in the district helped to prepare
me for the step up the ladder to
superintendent.

Since 1982 I have been superin-
tendent at Hinsdale Golf Club,
fortunate in the past ten years to
have worked with a board of
directors and committee who
were committed to the betterment
of the course and were willing to
allocate funds to see our goals
achieved. Also, I have been
blessed with an extremely dedi-
cated and competent staff. I
believe that these two factors,
more than anything else, have
been instrumental in whatever
success I have enjoyed profession-
ally.

Cheryl, my wife, is my biggest
supporter and understands the
long hours and dedication that it
takes to be successful in this busi-
ness. It helps that she was also a
Chick Evans Caddie Scholarship
recipient and had worked on the

ground staff of three different golf
courses.’

Bob and Cheryl have two
youngsters, Alexandra, aged four
and Kieron, three.

GORDON IRVINE, MGC

It struck me in writing about Gor-
don Irvine (27) that he is the
youngest greenkeeper thus far to
achieve MGC status. Further, he is
the third Scot to be so honoured
and I am eaten with curiosity —
who will be the first greenkeeper
born south of Hadrian’s Wall to
join the hallowed MGC Club?

Though still the youngster in
the pack, Gordon has ten solid
years of experience behind him,
culled in the main on the champi-
onship links of Turnberry, Ayr-
shire. Joining Turnberry straight
from school, his first assignment
was on a Government Job Cre-
ation Scheme, a stint of just six
months. The wisdom of his peers
was shown when after those six
months had expired he was
offered a full time job on the
course as a trainee greenkeeper, a
fortunate decision for both par-
ties.

Fortunate again, Gordon was
sent on a day-release manage-
ment course to Langside College
in Glasgow. He spent four years at
Langside studying Greenkeeping
Management and passed through
each year with Grade A results —
four straight ‘A’s, as our American
friends might say. At the end of
this period, based on exam results
and glowing tutor recommenda-
tions, he won the title: ‘Young
Scottish Greenkeeper of the Year'.
It is his proud claim that during
his time at Langside College he
received on-course training from
some of the finest course man-
agers in the country, whilst work-
ing with a team of ‘ most highly
skilled greenkeepers'.

Seven very happy years were
spent at Turnberry, preparing the
golf courses for club members and
many thousands of visitors. Turn-
berry nevertheless plays host to
many famous events, notably The
Open, the Amateur Championship
and the British Seniors, this expo-
sure acknowledged as a huge
bonus in the learning curve of any
young greenkeeper. The time
came, however, when Gordon

was ready for a new challenge
and a chance, as he states ‘to put
back into greenkeeping all that I
had been trained and educated to
achieve’.

Luck fortunes the brave, and
Gordon was successful in securing
a position at Surrey’s exciting new
Mill Ride Golf Club, where in
1989 he came as clerk of works
during construction and is now
their course manager. His fortune
continued during construction in
being part of a fabulous team con-
sisting of the modern-day triumvi-
rate — architect Donald Steel,
agronomist Jim Arthur and con-
structor Brian Pierson — who wel-
comed and encouraged his input
and responded favourably to his
ideas from the maintenance view-
point. Opening the project eight
months ahead of schedule, the
course has received huge praise
and has attracted some of the top
golfers in the country as playing
members.

“My studying has carried on
over the years, Gordon told me,
‘with added interest in the game
generated through study of course
design and a growing collection of
books and literature on golf and
greenkeeping. 1 have now
achieved three of my targets in
life: T have become a Master
Greenkeeper and I have a golf
course of my own to prepare in a
way that will enable me to
demonstrate what British green-
keeping is all about. Finally I am
lucky enough to be married to a
very supportive wife who under-
stands the greenkeeper’s lot. She
insists my ‘baby’ is Mill Ride,
though our first child is due in
November.” (Written in early
November, readers may now
assume that Gordon is adding the
word DAD to his MGC title! — edi-
tor).
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

DEVON & CORNWALL

The section congratulates Tony Gooch, head green-
keeper at Torrington GC., on being runner-up in the
1992 Toro/PGA European Tour Student of the Year
award, held recently at Aldwark Manor. Tony’s prize
includes a visit to Portugal for the 1993 PGA Euro-
pean Tour seminar for head greenkeepers/course
managers, plus working with the PGA greenkeeping
support team at two Tour events next year. Congratu-
lations to Nick Rigden and his staff for the support
they have given Tony and also to Torrington GC.
Though Torrington is only a small nine hole club, the
members have encouraged and supported Tony's
greenkeeping education. Hopefully some of our larger
clubs will follow suit.

Our first meeting of the season was held at the
expertly prepared Warren GC., which I am sure all
will agree is a credit to Lauchlan Millar and his staff.
It was nice to see so many members at this meeting —
and to welcome especially our most westerly located
member, Peter Stringer, who is head greenkeeper on
the Isles of Scilly. We hope you enjoyed your day,
Peter, and we look forward to your next visit.

Following an excellent lunch, our president Don
Hunt presented the prizes to our lucky winners,
prizes he had kindly donated for the D O Hunt Tro-
phy :- First: Buster Lewer (Dainton Park) 37 pts, Sec-
ond: Norman Gagg (Churston) 33 pts Third: Trevor
Pipe (Honiton) 32 pts. A mention now for Richard
Minton of ICI who finished with 36 points. Richard
declined a prize for a mere mention in this report, so
here is a mere mention!

Our educational talk was on ‘Medical emergencies
on the golf course’, presented by Dr Peter Stanley.
The talk was most informative and posed many ques-
tions from the audience. The raffle rounded off a
most successful day and our thanks to all the trade
who donated prizes for the raffle, especially to
Maxwell Hart, who donated £30. The section thank
the Warren GC for allowing us use of their facilities
and their staff for making us feel so welcome. Our
thanks finally to Don Hunt for donating the prizes
and to Dr Peter Stanley for his excellent
talk. I wish you all a happy Christmas
and a prosperous New Year. See you all
at Fingle Glen on Wednesday 13 Jan-
uary.

RICHARD WHYMAN

NORTH WALES
Our Autumn Golf Tournament held at Chirk G&CC
on 14 October was a great success, with 103 players
(must be a record for any section?) attended. The
winners were: 1st Peter Gabriel (The Gem Profes-
sional Shield & Tankard, an umbrella and a bottle of
whisky) 96-28=68. 2nd A. Kift (Hayter sweater) nett
75. 3rd D. Rowlands (body warmer) nett 75. 4th
C.M. Davies (putter). 5th N. Tower (holdall). 6th
Gareth ‘Bronco’ Williams (holdall). Best Gross Alun
Lewis 80. (ski coat donated by Major Owen). Guests:
1st Colin Bather nett 75 (Rolrake). 2nd Ted Roberts
(holdall). Nearest the pin on thel2th, John
Humphreys 11’6, (stainless steel spade + shield).
Two's sweep: three people shared 20 golf balls: A.
Lewis, J. Westcott, J. Humphreys. First raffle prize (a
golf bag) went to John Moss. There were many other
prizes, too numerous to mention.

We now have our own flags, poles and tee markers
with BIGGA N. Wales Section printed on them,
donated and supplied by A. Cornes of ACORN.
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Many thanks to all the sponsors: Gem Professional,
ACORN, Major Owen, Mommersteeg, R.J. Campey,
I.C.I, Martin Brothers, Walker Engineering, P.
Hughes (Mowers), J. Osman, High Speed Oils and
Hayter, plus many more prizes donated — apologies if
any name has been omitted from the list.

A very special thanks to Chirk G&CC for allowing
the section to stage the Autumn Tournament on such
an excellent course, prepared so well by Chirk course
manager Alan Sharp and his staff, plus the catering
staff for a superb meal.

I had the privilege of playing with Alan and
‘friends’ and have no doubt that the jokes told over 18
holes were enough to make me forget why I was out
there in the first place (but the jokes were very
good)!

A Christmas venue has been kindly offered by
Abergele & Pensarn GC on 9 December 1992. Our
thanks to secretary Mr. E Richards, Mr. D Prys-Jones
(green committee) and course manager Mr. B Ander-
son.

DAVID PROCTOR

NORTH SCOTLAND

As we near the year end it is pleasing to report a
healthy increase in section membership. Total mem-
bership is 186, of which 162 are greenkeepers. Next
year, let’s aim for 200 greenkeeping members, and if
staff at your club are not yet part of BIGGA, let them
know the benefits and get them to join — the more the
merrier.

All section events have been well attended and the
last for 1992, our AGM, takes place this month. Royal
Aberdeen is the venue and prior to our annual Chair-
man versus Vice-Chairman golf match we have a talk
on top dressing by Peter Jefford of Rufford Top Dress.
We welcome him and look forward to his words of
wisdom.

We are currently in the seminar/demonstration
season. This gives members the opportunity to learn
of new products or machinery and also meet old and
new friends in the business. One I attended recently
gave us details of a new herbicide that will kill just
about all weeds in fine turf, even when turf is at the
seedling stage. The sooner it gets approval, the bet-
ter!

Next month sees BTME at Harrogate. I have
enrolled and hope to see plenty of North members
present, as well as friends from other sections. The
attendance of a member of the Royal Family is quite a
coup and H.Q must be congratulated on this achieve-
ment.

Any greenkeeper now deep in salary negotiations
may care to know that I have copies of BIGGA wage
scales for 1993. I will post these to anyone interested.
1 am currently trying to put together Pesticide Spray-
ing Courses of two days tuition, followed by a third
day of examination at a college in our area. The pack-
age will include accommodation and course fees.
Interested?, please call me on 0862 894402, for by
the time you receive this magazine I hope to have
something organised. A minimum of ten will be
required for each course.

Well, all that remains is for me to wish all mem-
bers a Happy Christmas and Prosperous
New Year.

I hope 1993 brings you all you wish
and I look forward to seeing as many of
you as possible during the year.

IAIN MacLEOD

CLEVELAND

Our Autumn Tournament was held at Brass Castle
GC, Middlesborough, on 29 October, the format
being a Fourball, Betterball Stableford. Prizes were
presented by the captain to the winners, Graham Pyle
and H Wilson, with second place going to David
Crocher and R Derby. Twenty four players took part.
Our thanks to Norman Sheddon of Aitken’s for mak-
ing the score cards.

We offer a warm welcome to the latest new mem-
ber to join our section, Paul Millward, greenkeeper at
Bedale GC.

A Christmas Social and Quiz, sponsored by Turf
Care of Consett, Co. Durham, will be staged on 15
December at Billingham GC, starting at 7.30 pm. I
close by extending my personal Christmas greetings
to you all.

BRUCE BURNELL

NORTH WEST

The final golf fixture of 1992 was held at Dunham
Forest GC on 8 October, and proved to be the biggest
turn-out of the year with no less than 50 competitors.
I must admit I was pleasantly surprised at such a
large attendance until | realized the reason. Dunham
Forest are at present without a head greenkeeper and
this was a perfect oppertunity to reconnoitre the
course. I don’t think there will be a shortage of appli-
cants when the job is advertised, and with such a
good attendance it might be advisable to choose our
golf venues from the Sits. Vac. columns! The day was
a great success with everybody enjoying the course
and the hospitality. The winners were: Best Gross. P.
Pearse. 72. Best Nett. M. Sheehan 76-6=70. 2nd. J.
Pearson 80-10=70. 3rd. J. Farrimond 76-2- 74. 4th.
F. Platt 84-9=75. 5th. M. Davey 87-12=75. 6th. P.
Solski 90-15=75. Vets Prize J. Wright. 98-20=78.
Guests Prize 76-8=68. Aggregate Prize J. Pearson.
215.

Many thanks to our trade friends for helping to
swell the prize table; the caterers for a superb meal
and Dunham Forest for allowing us the courtesy of
their lovely course.

A series of winter lectures has been arranged dur-
ing the coming months and all members will now
have received a newsletter with lecture titles, dates
etc. Please make every effort to attend and support
your section. The Toro workshop at Reaseheath Col-
lege on 16 October was very poorly attended, with
only nine of an estimated forty attending, despite
every effort being made to advertise this in your sec-
tion news and at Haydock Park. The day turned out
to be excellent value for money; and 1 would like to

g thank Robin Hume and the Toro team
for their presentation.

That appears to be all, other than to
take this opportunity to wish you a very
merry Christmas and a prosperous New
Year.

BERT CROSS

BUCKS, BERKS & OXON
‘In the bleak mid-winter’, or so the song goes, is about
right for some of the weather we have been experi-
encing at the moment, but have no fear for you can
still rely on the trusty greenkeeper to go out and toil
against the elements for a meagre crust (send dona-
tions for the Ray Clark Appreciation Fund to the usual
address!).

Now, once your heads have stopped nodding in



agreement, we can get down to the real business.
Congratulations to all competitors who have made it
through the tough qualifying rounds to reach the
grand finals day of the Rigby Taylor Fourball Trophy
at Frilford Heath GC. Having played on this stage
myself, I can guarantee all qualifiers a great day out —
may the best partnership win! The finalists are: J
Nudds & S Horwood, D Childs & D Goodchild, J Teix-
eira & D Buckley, and S Edwards & P Wright.

What a great day was had at our Autumn Invita-
tion, held at Burford GC. All the greenkeepers and
their guests had a great time and our thanks for this
go to head greenkeeper, Barry Holt, the captain, Mr J
Shepherd, and the secretary and catering staff for a
very well run and enjoyable day. The results: 1st nett-
L.Robinson & C.Clifton. 2nd nett- B.Holt & J.Shep-
herd. 3rd nett- J.Bevon & D.Eagleton. Nearest the
pin- (am) B.Woodward, (pm) M.Fuller. Longest drive
(am) P.Snell. (pm) N.Fenwick.

Last but not least, thanks to the trade, especially
for the TORO Shield donated by County Mowers; and
Sta-Brite, Risborough Turf, Rigby Taylor, Maxwell
Hart and Pattissons.

Congratulations to the Midland region on winning
the team event at the ISEKI National Tournament
and to Barry Holt for representing us at the Kubota
Challenge, which as you all know resulted in the
greenkeepers triumphing yet again.

On a sad note, it is with regret that the section
committee says goodbye to our secretary, Bob Wood-
ward, who has decided to call it a day after two years
at the post. He leaves us in a strong position and his
presence and organising skills will be sorely missed
by the section. Unfortunately, this means he now has
a chance to concentrate on his golf, and I think we
are going to get sick of the sight of him picking up
prizes! Good luck, Bob, and we look forward to see-
ing you back on committee once you have filled your
trophy cabinet.

I look forward to seeing you all in the New Year
and wish you all a very Merry Christmas
indeed. The section would like to thank
‘The Trade’ for their support this year
and look forward to continued friend-
ships next year — Merry Christmas.

RAY CLARK

KENT

The first frost of the autumn greeted competitors for
our tournament at Holtye on 13 October. Despite an
early chill, we were blessed with a brilliantly sunny
day and the privilege of playing on a gem of a course.
Those of us with previous Holtye experience were to
find it a little on the ‘tight side’, whilst those without
found it somewhat tricky. During the morning we
competed for the Sta-Brite Shield, and, as with our
Spring Tournament, the competition seemed a little
one-sided and we should have realised, by the choice
of venue, that the result here was also to be
inevitable with our host, David Wood, picking up the
first prize with 39 points. The margin of victory calls
into question both the degree of local knowledge
needed and the shortcomings of the handicap system,
as back in second was Mike Smith of Moatlands with
32 points, followed in third by Alan Page from Holtye
(surprise, surprise!). The p.m.11 hole Texas Scramble
was most enjoyable, but the winning team were Mal-
colm Arthur from Knole Park, Sandy Anderson from
Moatlands, and, once again, David Wood. The only
prize that seemed to elude David was nearest the pin,
which was picked up by ‘Big’ Malcolm Arthur. The
morning version of this prize was cancelled as a big,
blonde, American bloke called Mr John Daly, who
happened to be passing, said that he felt the target to
be “somewhat out of range”.

Thanks for a super day to our hosts at Holtye, the
caterers did us proud, from the fine cooked breakfast
through to a hearty evening meal, David and his staff
for the presentation of a wonderful, well respected
little course, and to our friends in the trade for again
supporting our events, especially Chris Sharp from
Sta-Brite, for supplying the shield.

We had a guest speaker in Jon Allbutt, who out-
lined to a somewhat uncomfortable audience the
implications of the latest requirements of legislation
regarding Health & Safety, COSHH, Pesticide Spray-
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ing, and new EEC Directives concerning such issues
as lifting of heavy loads and articles at the work
place. Obviously, all were concerned by the implica-
tions of these requirements, and I feel it is important
that we all bear in mind that though somewhat com-
plicated and intrusive, they are all directed towards a
safer working environment and are for our protection
and benefit — not something to be frightened of.

It perhaps highlights the past unwillingness of
some golf clubs to invest in the proper training, edu-
cation, staffing, delegation of staff job descriptions
and facilities, that these matters seem to touch such a
raw nerve. However, as Jon suggested, we are all
playing our part by simply keeping abreast of require-
ments, by attendance at seminars, reading articles in
our magazine and grasping opportunities to take
proper instruction, etc. Perhaps if you do feel in diffi-
culty and sense the hot breath of the Inspector over
your shoulder, it may help to pass the legal responsi-
bilities for such matters up the club committee lad-
der, simply by photocopying the articles that appear
in our magazine, even Jon Allbutt’s own ‘News &
Information’ leaflet (tel 0959 575575) and making
sure that the club is aware of such matters and that
your presentations are recorded in committee min-
utes. As Jon pointed out, the inspectors are not
adverse to prosecuting every serving member of a
committee. After all, it is the club that is responsible
for financing proper training and safe working condi-
tions. If they require a member of their staff to be
responsible he must be properly trained, and have
this position of responsibility properly recognised by
his employer.

Jon also touched on the safety of some of the
rather old machinery still seen in use. I would suggest
that if every club had a proper capital machinery
replacement budget, perhaps on a five year cycle,
more modern equipment featuring the latest safety
features would become more common. Perhaps when
looking to replace a machine, it may be wise to high-
light not only the machines performance, but also
safer features such as power steering, interlock
switches etc.

Any way, far too much rambling this
time, perhaps next I will recount the
%! sorry tale of our Iseki star, Nigel Stapley,
and his fall from the heavens - into a pint
glass! Merry Christmas to you all.

PAUL COPSEY

SOUTH WEST

The historic city of Wells, in deepest darkest Somer-
set, was the venue for our annual match against the
South Coast section. The day dawned fair, and with a
course in good condition under the recently
appointed head greenkeeper, Maurice Pearce, a close
result seemed on the cards. After a number of
matches going ‘to the wire’ the eventual result was a
very diplomatic halved match, largely thanks to our
‘super-sub’, gleaned from the Wells green staff at the
very last minute. Many thanks to this friendly club for
hosting this match, and thanks also to the steward &
stewardess for the superb meal.

Diplomacy was far from the minds of the Welsh
team for the final match of the season at St. Pierre.
There has always been a great sense of friendly
rivalry at this fixture and this year was no exception.
The final result was a win for Wales by four matches
to two. Many thanks to St. Pierre, yet again, for self-
lessly playing host to the Association: I cannot over-
state our gratitude for their courtesy. Thanks also to
Steve Gent and Sierra U.K. for their very generous
contribution by way of drinks at the bar.

The first ‘customers’ on our Pesticide Training
Scheme are now becoming qualified and we have
received nothing but compliments from all con-
cerned. I find the numbers taking this training, and
the interest shown, extremely gratifying. Some dozen
Clubs in the area have also been able to take advan-
tage of our COSHH assessment offer. This sensible
practice is available at a very reasonable cost, care of
our resident expert, Mr. Noel Stevens. Noel is avail-
able for consultation, Tel: Gloucester (0452) 526111.

We have also ‘broken the ice’ by running our first
extended Emergency First Aid Training course. Again,
this was found to be an extremely useful day, with
the potentially difficult subject being well put over.
We hope to repeat this in the Bristol area early in the
New Year.
g1 The full fixture list for the coming year

| will be circulated very soon. In the
meantime, I'll wish you all ‘Warmest
Seasonal Greetings and Happy Green-
keeping in 1993".
PAUL WORSTER

SHEFFIELD

The section would like to thank our chairman, Mr
Roy Kates, for coming along to present Rotherham
Golf Club with a gift from the Sheffield section in
appreciation of their support for BIGGA. The Rother-
ham Golf Club has hosted our winter lectures for the
past five years and the gift, an antique barometer,
was received by the club captain at a special presenta-
tion made to them on their Invitation Day.

The Autumn Tournament was held at Sitwell GC.
and was well supported by 30 competitors. Thanks
must go to Barry Heaney for his arrangements.
Thanks also must go to Yorkshire Mowers for spon-
soring the event and presenting the prizes. The
course was in fine condition, thanks to head green-
keeper, Chris Colton and green chairman, Mr George
Barnett — many thanks to you both. Lastly; thanks to
Sitwell Park GC. and their vice-captain, Mr Mike
Greaves, for making us so welcome — the day was a
tremendous success and very much appreciated by
the Sheffield BIGGA section. Winners: Yorkshire
Mowers Trophy, Mrs Jane Ryan 32 points. Second: A
Rhodes, Sherwood Forest G.C. 30 points. Third: M
Coultas, Grange Park G.C. 30 points. Fourth: P Stain,
Notts G.C. 30 points. Congratulations to all fourteen
prize winners.

Many thanks to all the trade members who have
supported the Sheffield Section events:
Steve Boroughs (Amenity Turf Supplies),
Les Purdy (Purdy’s Machinery), John
Price (Yorkshire Mowers), Brian Booth
(Rigby Taylor) and Peter Fell (Atkins). A
Happy Christmas to you all.

JANE RYAN

SOUTH COAST

Although I was unable to attend our Autumn Tourna-
ment, the following report is from notes kindly sup-
plied by Ken Lodge.

The format was, as in previous years, a morning 18
holes Foursome and an afternoon 18 holes Green-
some Stableford. Forty four members and their guests
played over the Bulberry Woods course and the win-
ners were: First — Phil Wentworth and Phil Ryan,
Army GC. 67 points. Second — Shaun White and
Eddie Robertson, Ferndown GC. 65 points. Third -
Brian Newcombe and Derrick Todd, Woodcote Park
GC. 65 points. Best surviving Foursome round: Alex
McCombie and P Jeffries, Parkstone GC. 35 points.
Best surviving Greensome round: Derek Cheetham
and A Jones, Knighton Heath GC. 33 points

As on all of these occasions, thanks must go to our
sponsors, which this year were Vitax Commercial
Products and Jenman Engineering representing
Jacobsen. Club officials were most helpful and our
thanks to club directors, David Holdsworth and John
Sharkey; green staff, Eric James and Tim Neighbour;
and Dawn of the catering staff for an excellent meal.
Section officials were thin on the ground for this tour-
nament and I must thank Ken for all his efforts in
checking cards and posting the scores as well as all
the other duties he carries out on these occasions.

Congratulations to Bernard Emberley on = 38
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37 =  representing the region in the Annual Kubuto
Tournament. Bernard was the sole region representative
and I look forward to a full report when we next meet.
Please support our January Meeting at Came Down GC
on Wednesday 13 January. Our speaker is from Lloyds of
Letchworth and the talk will start at 2.00pm with free
refreshments at 3.15pm.

Finally, to all Section members, best wishes for Christ-
mas and the New Year from your secretary and commit-
tee.

BOB DENNIS

EAST MIDLANDS
Congratulations are due to lan Dunmore, Steve Goode
and Russell Allen, who were members of the victorious
Midlands team at the Iseki National Final held at Coven-
try GC. in September.

The winner of the annual Breakwells match on 15
October was Matthew Buckley, who continues his storm-
ing start in section/region events. Thanks to Breakwells
as ever for sponsoring and organising this event,

The Rigby Taylor East v West Midlands match was
held at Whittington Barracks GC. on 21 October. A
promising start saw East Midlands leading after the
morning greensomes, but the afternoon singles took
their toll and we finished losers by ten matches to five.
Notwithstanding the result, many thanks to Steve Blake-
man and Brian Booth for organising the event. I am cur-
rently seeking a course for next year on which the East
Midlands might stand a chance of winning. Please let me
know if you can think of a venue that fits the following
description: (i) all fairways at least 80 yards wide (ii)
course devoid of trees, heather, gorse,long grass and
water hazards.

Our singles knock-out competition was won by Mark
Bindley, who triumphed over Dave Leatherland by five
and three at Willesley Park in October. The successes of
both Mark and Anthony this year have given rise to a
new expression. No longer do you say you've been
beaten, the word is you've been ‘BINDLEYED'".

I can also report some success for us on the academic
front, with Andre Woodings gaining a special award in
the TORO/PGA European Tour Student Greenkeeper
evaluation. His prize is a trip to Harrogate for BTME.

This month the section is pleased to welcome Frank
Kempster, course superintendent at Glen Gorse GC.

Our next event is the Christmas Bring & Win competi-
tion at Birstall GC on 16 December — entry
forms already supplied. [ hope to see many
of you at Birstall, and to the rest of my col-
leagues (and to greenkeepers everywhere) |
send best wishes for Christmas and 1993.
TONY HOWARTH

SURREY .

Yet another first class day of golf was enjoyed by section
members on 29 October at Worpledon GC. Scoring was
good on such a fine day and even the bulging waistlines
caused by a sumptuous luncheon did little to sabotage
afternoon scores. The results: (over 27 holes) - Winner
Jim Russell 57 pts. Second Steve Kirkham 50 pts. Third
Doug Fernie 50 pts. Scratch prize Brian Turner. AM prize
Ronnie Christie, PM prize Kelvin Reay. As ever, thanks
went to the club for their first class hospitality and cour-
tesy of their fine golf course, also to Brian Turner, Mike
Yorston and all the green staff for presenting the course
so well.

Members are reminded that our final golf event of
1992, the Turkey Trot, is at Effingham GC on 10 Decem-
ber, the event paired with the AGM in the evening. All
members are urged to attend, if not for the golf then
please try for the evening AGM, where views on running
the section may be aired.

Please remember that any news for publication in this
column should be sent swiftly to me - surely some inter-
esting things must occur amongst a membership of 300
greenkeepers?

Finally, a reminder to contact a committee member
ASAP if you are interested in complimentary coach travel
to BTME Harrogate, along with subsidised accommoda-
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tion in Harrogate. A local travel company has expressed
interest in helping cover travel costs, but the interest
shown thus far has been extremely disappointing.

Having covered the ‘heavy stuff, I wish all readers a
Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.
ROGER TYDEMAN

MID ANGLIA

The Autumn Tournament took place once again at the
Woburn G&CC on 27 October, and I'm sure all of the 53
entrants were looking forward to playing the excellent
Dukes course. When play commenced the weather was
fine, and one could really appreciate the autumnal
appearance of the course. Then the rains came! Tt didn't
really stop all day and the afterncon nine holes sched-
uled for play over the Duchess course had to be can-
celled.

The putting surfaces were in excellent shape - true
and fast — until the rain took its toll during the latter
holes and made putting tricky, to say the least!

Many thanks to Neil and his staff for their efforts. The
Woburn staff filled four of the first five places, so local
knowledge was an obvious advantage. Results: 1st Char-
lie Harris (Woburn) 39 pts. 2nd Steve Cherry (Woburn)
35 pts. 3rd Lee Murdoch (Woburn) 34 pts. 4th Stewart
Boyes (Hammonds End) 33 pts. 5th Neil Whitaker
(Woburn) 32 pts.

Many thanks to Sta-Brite Supplies for sponsoring the
main competition and to Dave Murphy for his time and
effort during the day.

The 27 hole final of the Lodgeway Fourball Tourna-
ment was also played on the same day, with Chris Brook
and Eddie O'Hanlon (Family Golf Centre) victors over
Ronan McKeown (Arkley GC) by five and four. Unfortu-
nately for Ronan, partner Ken Bunting was on holiday
and couldn’t make the final, resulting in Ronan taking on
both players single handed. Well done anyway, Ronan!
The prizes for each competitor was a portrait oil painting
of themselves in golfing action, these provided by Chas.
Ayres of Lodgeway. They certainly looked very good.
Many thanks, Chas.

A special mention must be made of Lee Murdoch
(Woburn) who achieved an ace at the sixth — only the
second person to achieve this feat during our competi-
tions. Also a mention for John Blair (Brocket Hall) who,
having scored only four Stableford points, still submitted
his card, when he could so easily have ripped it up.
Finally, a thanks to all the staff at Woburn for making us
so welcome and providing such a wonderful meal, also
to the trade : Rigby Taylor, Maxwell Hart and Pattissons
for providing prizes for our raffle.

A match against the London section was played on 29
October at Porters Park. Unfortunately, all the matches
save one were lost, our saving grace being a half. Still, it
was a great day out on a magnificent golf course and we
thank the London section for their hospitality. Maybe in
the future we might actually win a match against
another section, so to all good golfers in Mid Anglia we
ask — where are you? We need you!

PAUL LOCKETT

MIDLANDS

It is with regret that I have to inform members of the
sudden death of George Dollochin, head greenkeeper at
Trentham Golf Club, who died following a heart attack,

aged 47. Our sincere condolences go to his family.

On a much happier note, the Midlands section beat
their old rivals, the East Midlands, in the annual match
sponsored by Rigby Taylor. Having gone in to lunch one
match down, we certainly came out firing on all cylin-
ders in the afternoon to win the match convincingly. it
was good to see our old friend Trevor Morris again and
we thank him and his staff for the fine condition of the
course, with the greens being particularly excellent.
Thanks to Rigby Taylor and indeed also to Steve Blake-
man, who I know puts in a lot-of time and energy into
making this annual fixture the success it is today.

Greenkeepers recently had a nice day at Brockton GC,
where Boroughs held their Open Day. The golf was won
by Richard Quine, his inside knowledge believed to be
the key, as Richard is a member of Brockton.

Steve Wood and Tony Jesson have once again got
their hands on the Pairs Knock-Out Trophy sponsored by
Rigby Taylor, beating Peter Holtham and Ted Evans in
an entertaining “final played ar the Northamptonshire
County Golf Club.

Following our last tournament, the winners of the
Aggregate Shields were announced: Mick Hughes won
the gross award and Steve Wood the nett award — well
done to both players!

During October the Gay Hill GC played host to the
Champion of Champions competition,
sponsored by Breakwells and organised by
Keith Fitzhenry. Players represented both
East Midlands and Midlands and the win-
ner, with a fine round of 69 off three handi-
cap, was Matt Buckley.

DEAN CLEAVER

NORTHERN
Our first winter lecture was held recently at West Bowl-
ing Golf Club, and I am pleased to report that it was well
supported, with an excellent turn out attending a superb
presentation given by Eddie Seaward (Wimbledon head
groundsman) on the year to year running of the Wimble-
don complex. This was a joint meeting with our friends
from the IoG and, yes, we did have the quiz as usual,
though nobody told me who won. 1 am not going to give
my opinion, as | may be accused of bias. My thanks to
the 10G for running the quiz — we all had a good night.
Your Christmas golf competition takes place at South
Leeds GC on 9 December 1992, This is followed by our
section A.G.M.

May | take this opportunity to wish you a Merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year
PAT MURPHY

EAST SCOTLAND

It is with sadness and regret that I announce the death of
a well known and respected greenkeeper from Scotland,.
George Dollochin, who passed away in early October fol-
lowing a history of heart trouble. George, ex head green-
keeper at Ratho Park and Livingstone, left his native
Scotland in 1983 to take over as head greenkeeper at
Trentham GC in Staffordshire, though for many years he
was chairman of the East Scotland section, as well as
serving on the committee. He was the brains behind one
of the first seminars we held, at Stirling University pricr
to our Scottish golf match, and though this was not well
supported he certainly put a lot of work into it. Many
meetings were held in his home at Livingstone and 1
often wonder how his wife, Nancy, put up with it. Here
in his native Scotland, George’s many friends are devas-
tated by the news of his passing, for he was just 47 years
old, a man in his prime. He will be sorely missed by us
all and our thoughts are with Nancy and her three sons,
Kevin, Grant and Neil, at this sad time.

I reported that the wife of Duncan Herd (head green-
keeper at Longniddry) was doing fine after her iliness.
Thus it is on another sad note | now must report that
Mrs Herd died in October. Our deepest sympathies go
out to Duncan, due to retire at the end of this year. On a
personal note, I know just how Duncan, Nancy and her
sons must be feeling, having lost my own dear wife at the
start of this year. On a lighter note, I am pleased to = 46

lRR'GAT|0N CHECKLIST UPDATE Additional guide to manufacturers, dealers and distributors in the UK (not included in last month's checklist)

Company Name System/s Manufacturer Dealer/ Area UK Other Spares
Supplied Distributor Countries
T&G Turf Irrigation  All types, inc. 4 All areas v
Services Watermation
Watermation Watermation v v All areas, Malaysia v
Pop-up Hunter Scotland, Ireland plus Agents
sprinklers,  Richdell sprinklers and Distributors

2-wire Aqua-Master Pool aerators
Imperial valves

control

worldwide

Nelson Controllers

b orlelis

The information above and in our

cf

was supplied by the ind
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Repair/Service Telephone/Address
Maintenance

4 0765 602941. Mobile: 0860 496608
9 8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon, N. Yorks
HG4 2W
4 0252 336838 (England) Tongham
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU12 4AA;
0786 70252 (Scotland)
30 Bannockburn Road, St Ninians

Stirling;

(0103531) 2885504 (Ireland)
Waverley Lodge, 61 Craysfort Ave,
Blackrock, Co. Dublin.

v and for this reason we cannot take personal responsibility for its accuracy.



AERATION & DRAINAGE
SERVICES
1 )‘_’
s 1 e\
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For Hire. Hydroject Verti-Drains
and Turt Conditioners, etc

Contact: Paul or Lesley Wright,
Aeration & Drainage Services,
48 Brightiand Road, Eastbourne,
East Sussex BN20 8BE
Tel: (0323) 411660
Mobile: (0860) 838241
Fax: (0323) 411980

THE EASY WAY
TO ALL YOUR PROBLEMS

HIRING

TORO HYDROJECT AERATION
TORO FAIRWAY HOLLOW CORING
TORO GREENS HOLLOW CORING

TORO CORE PULVERISATION

VERT-DRAINING
TRILO VACUUM SWEEPERS
ONE-PASS FAIRWAY SCARIFICATION
WITH VACUUMING + SAND SLITTING

D&E TURF MAINTENANCE
St John's Schoolhouse, Central Parade,
Shildon, Co. Durham DL4 1DL
Tel/Fax: 0388 608620
Mobile: 0836 376944 « Evenings: 0388 772844

The most cost-effective way of reaching readers of Greenkeeper International.

Simply ring Bill Lynch on 091 413 7218 or Carol Dutton on 0207 570117 and ask
about an alphabetical category listing: the cost starts from the equivalent of
under £23 per month

oPl1 THE

1“ ~

national Competition!

s * IT°S NEW! % IT’S FUN! % IT’'S FREE!

Here s another chance to win a cash prize of £50 in
this fun, FREE and easy to enter Greenkeeper Inter-

3 TMBIL

All you have to do is study these three symbols, of the
F-. BIGGA logo, the golfer and the happy greenkeeper.
\ P L { Now look through the ads in the Buyers’
Guide section and spot them - they've [y t.
been reduced in size, but they're there, somewhere!
Write down the names of the three ads where the symbols
are located and send your entries on a postcard to: Spot
the Symbol Competition, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, )‘)

Buyers” bilde e

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS
& PUTTING SURFACES

from

Alan Bracey & Son
Sport Surfaces
80 Station Road, Broxbourne,
Herts. Tel: (0992) 460807

UNIVERSAL MATERIALS CO. LTD.
The Golf Mat Specialists

UNIMAT AstroTurf

Also Easy Picker
Ball Harvesters and Washer
5/7 High Street,
Dorchester-on-Thames,
Oxfordshire OX9 8HH
Tel: (0865) 341580.
Fax: (0865) 341575

Want help in placing your
advertisement in

Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF, to be received 45
W by first post Friday January 15, 1993. The
first correct entry drawn after that date
will win £50. It could be YOU! Enter

com N? POOR DRAINAGE? GREENKEEPER

INTERNATIONAL?

POOR GRO

Whatever your soil problem
we can help. Call
C&P Soilcare Ltd (Terralift™)
Tel/Fax: 0449 741012

AERATORS

Problems with dirty water or algae
bloom? Let Otterbine clean-up your
lakes and ponds.

The world leader in water quality
management.

Available from leading irrigation
companies. Full details from:

Goly Course Services

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough LE!6 9PQ

Tel: 0858 463153 @ Fax: 0858 410085

ALL WEATHER
WALKWAYS

Limit turf damage with a
natural woodfibre walkway.

* Free draining

* Soft and quiet tread

+ Engineered particle size

* Blends into the landscape
* Expert construction advice

Dormit—

For further information
please call us on
Cirencester (0285) 860781/2

- Arboriculture

All sizes of tree moving machines
available for purchase or hire. Most
machines equipped with flotation tyres.
Also massive stocks of Nursery Grown
Trees in all sizes.

Contact
RUSKINS TREE MOVING LTD
Wolves Farm, Wyatts Green,
Brentwood, Essex CM15 0QE
Tel: 0277 353436
Fax: 0277 353916
Mobile: 0831 174 704

today - end spot the symbol!

51
BIGCA Deadline for entries has been extended 1o allow for the Christmas mafl, therefore the winner
Y will be announced in February's magazine. Judged' decision is final. Not pen 1o BIGGA staff

3\

There was a fantastic response to November's competition and
the first correct entry pulled out of the hat, winning £50 cash,
came from eagle-eyed Michael Connors, from Knaphill, Surrey, a
greenkeeping member at the Drift Golf Club. Michael's winning
entry was drawn at BIGGA HQ by Roger Evans, senior agronomist
of the STRI. It could be YOUR turn to win this month!

Artificial Grass

EXPERTS IN GOLF
COURSE AND
SPORTS FIELD

CONSTRUCTION

ORCE

EEISIUIRE

SYNTHETIC GRASS TEES & WINTER GREENS

The Limes Telephone
37 High Street, (0734) 323718
Theale, Reading Facsimile

Berkshire RG7 5AH (0734) 323496
PUTTING PLANS INTO PRACTICE

Sports surface
technology

\ ® VERDE TEE FRAME

Ruised steel platform with fully

adjustable legs. Top quality driving surface,
! o VERDE WINTER TEF

Spacious artificial tees, Sell install kits for the
f practical groundsman looking for good sulue.
!‘ © VERDE DRIVING MATS
. briving range and practice mats. Proven fife of over &
§  two sears on busy ranges. Best quality - Best prices, {
% @ ARTIFICIAL PUTTING SURFACES
‘ © ALL DRIVING RANGE REQUIREMENTS

# ® DRIVING BAYS FOR CLUB AND HOME. ’
s Comprehensive selection of frames & nel enclisures.

e o S

? Artificial, sports surfaces and equipment for
y range of sport and leisure activities, ’
! UNIT 25, COWLING MILL, COWLING BROW, 3
§ CHORLEY, LANCASHIRE. PRS 0QG

TEL: 0257 269069 / 0257 269983 FAX: 0257 261064
L:LEASE CALL FOR SAMPLES AND INFORMATION }

RIR(® SIIEE

PRODUCTS

QUALITY TEE MATS
& PLATFORMS
PRACTICE NETS
HILL HOUSE FARM,

MISBROOKS GREEN ROAD;
BEARE GREEN,

DORKING, SURREY RH5 4QQ
TEL 0306 712998 FAX 0306 712997

TEETECTOR TEE MATS
The mat with the guarantee
Unique heavy duty golf range and
municipal mats
25mm hand finished woven pile.
20mm shock pad.
I'rofessional galvanised and
painted frame. Any size,
any shape. Double sided
Free Demo unit available.
I'rade welcome. Putting surtace

Contact:

Evergreens
UK

2 Extons Units
Market Overton
Qakham,
Leics LE15 7PP
Tel: (0572) 838208
Fax: (0572) 838261

Call Bill Lynch on 091 413 7218,
Carol Dutton on 0207 570117
or BIGGA HQ on 03473 581/2

NATURAL ALTERNATIVE
TO PEAT

Bark for Mulching, Walk Chips or Woodfibre
for those woodland tracks and walkways
between green and tee. Biomulch for large
scale economic ground cover. Playbark for
adventure playgrounds. Soil conditioners.
top dressings and loam are all available
Telephone 0666 502711 or write for free
colour brachures

VELCOURT
NDUSTRIES LTD

THE GREENKEEPER'S
CHOICE

Tetbury. Glos GL8 816
Tel 0666 502711
Fax 0666 504398

Secure valuable
equipment with Elwell

— many satisfied golf clubs nationwide
— for FREE quotations - brochures
drawings — technical advice -

PHONE NOW on
021-553 5723 (24 hrs)
or fax on 021-580 1172

iwen E/well Buildings Ltd

vmm Wes! Bromwen Wess Widands 870 #0F

T = NSIL . ae@dL - . -
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Club Houses

Driving Range Buildings
Greenkeepers Stores
Designed, Manufactured & Constructed,
Architectural & Engineering Services

FREE Initial designs & costings
PLEASE CONTACT

"l 'lll Ivan J Cooper Ltd

Steel Framed Buildings

Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET
Tel: 0538 702282 Fax: 0538 702662

chomlnl Disposal
7HOGREEN

SF‘EC|AL WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICES

— For all your
disposal needs for
either full or
empty containers
contact us now.

Tel/Fax 0345
125398

Reg. No. BRK/058342 issued by
Berkshire County Council

THE NATURAL
PATHWAY MATERIAL.
WHY?

® Will not damage mowers
® Always looks clean
® Superb drainage
® Easy to lay
@ Great value for money
Chatsworth Street, Barrow in Furness,
Cumbria
Tel: (0229) 430477
MiR3Y Fax: (0229) 430488

Compaction

THE PROBLEM . . .
COMPACTION
THE SOLUTION . . .
TWOSE 3 OR 7 LEG
TURF CONDITIONER

Nationwide hire from

PROFESSIONAL
GRASS CARE

Ring now for more Information
on our specialist hire equipment

Tel: (0507) 600989
Fax: (0507) 609009

Construction

WHY SETTLE FOR LESS?
CALL ON —

<

“FORE"
ALL YOUR GOLF
COURSE
REFURBISHMENTS
AND
CONSTRUCTIONAL
REQUIREMENTS
(We've got it off to a Tee!)

T (0344) 860690

39 Knox Green, Binfield,
Bracknell, Berks RG12 5NZ

| p |
\‘g"

Golf Build

(UK Lid

GOLF COURSE AND
DRIVING RANGE
CONSTRUCTION

Sedlescombe, East Sussex
TN33 0SD

Tel: (0424) 870888
Fax: (0424) 870855

P  ROY DIXON

Golf Course Construction
A fully equipped and experienced
team is at your service for hire,
contract or sub-contract UK-Europe
. Tel: (0434) 673521 Fax: 606601

A

White Horse Contractors Limited

CONSTRUCTION
DRAINAGE
VERTIDRAINING
Tel: (0865) 736272

S C
EURO STONE CLEAR

Golf Course/Sportsground: Cultivation
Stone-picking/Burying: Seeding/Turfing
UK/Europe: Also Machinery Hire
Tel: (0434) 673521 Fax: 606601

R. A. SLEATH & SON
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
Work undertaken for many
leading Golf Course

Architects
Distance no object

Contact:
Geoffrey R. Sleath
Tel: Rotherham (0709)
862109 Fax: (0709) 862075

FOR:

Golf Courses and
Sports Fields
Contract / Acre
or Weekly Rates

Complele Golf Course
Construction
All Areas

BANKS PLANT TEL: (0425) 654675

LIMITED FAX: (0425)555121

¥ ConstructGolf Ltd
“ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY"

Course Renovation & Construction
Specialists for Golf Greens, Tees,
Fairways and Drainage

1 Briggs Fold Road
Egerton, Bolton BL7 95G

Telephone: (0204) 50211
Mobile: (0836) 500561

Contact
Robert Hall (Operations Director)

David Hemstock
Associates ‘

Consultants on: ‘
Golf Course upgrading
New Course development

in irrigation drainag
contour and environmental surveys.

Suite 4d, East Mill, Bridgefoot, Belper,
Derbyshire DES |XF

Tel: 0773 827115

Fax: 0773 821083

Mobile: 0850 744957

o WHY DOES \
TACIT’S
FLAGPOLE LAST
TWICE AS

THE TOP
SWIVELS

THE BOTTOM
DOESN'T

GREENKEEPERS

Before ordering your next set
of flagpoles and holecups
ensure the very best value by
requesting Tacit's new pricelist
and brochure today

“TACIT"

Manufacturers of quality

Golf Course Accessories
Tel: 0788 568818

\Fax: 0788 537485 e

Manufacturers and suppliers of golf
course and dnving range equipment

Pattisson & Co. Ltd
342 Selbourne Road, Luton,
Beds LU4 8NU

Tel: (0582) 597262
Fax: (0582) 505241
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HERITAGE FAIRWAY

Golf Range Equipment
Engineered to Perfection

UK Manufacturers of Ball Dispensers,
Washers, Conveyers, Ball Collectors
and Ancillary Range Equipment

Heritage Fairway Limited
6 Marine Terrace Mews
Brighton, Sussex

Tel 0273 602637 Fax 0273 571621

CLC Ltd

Services include:

Golf Course construction
Green & Tee renovation
Specialist drainage
Professional consultancy
Tree planting & management
Tring House, High Street,
Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 8RL
Tel: 0483 274800
Fax: 0483 268593

* % b+ %

t\\ AGRIPOWER

LTD.

Construction
Drainage
Stone Picking
Verti-Draining

Tel: (02406) 6776

Be safe Design and
construction of high pro-

tective fencing for Golf

Driving Ranges. Com-

plete service from

design to B.S., plan-

ning, fabrication

through to erection.

Also complete range of Golf Netting
Products including boundary nets,
practice nets, bunker mesh, wind-
break nets, stabilisation mesh.

Be sure to contact: Pelacon
Construction part of the Pelacon
Group at 1 Foundry Lane, Bridport
DT6 3RP.

Tel: 0308 25100 or Fax: 0308 58109

Fertilisers

NEW Sierrablen™ Turfmix
Controlled Release Fertilizer
offers the complete turf feed

for the entire season.

First.ever to offer controlled release NPK

and immediately available Nitrogen,
Phosphate and Iron

Grace-Sierra UK Ltd

61 Loughborough Road
West Bridgford, Nottingham NGF2 7LA
Tel: (0602) 455100. Fax: (0602) 455311

Grass Cutting Equipment

HIGH QUALITY

RECONDITIONED

GOLF COURSE MACHINERY

UK & EXPORT

DELIVERY READILY ARRANGED

Phone NOW for Catalogue
ENGINEERING

a
&
<
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ANVAINOO

0532 676000

DIALLING FROM ABROAD
+44 532 676000




TILDENET
LTS

GERMINATION SHEETS

FROST PROTECTION SHEETS

TARGET NETS

PERIMETER NETTING
AVAILABLE FROM

ALL GOOD DISTRIBUTORS
TILDENET LIMITED
Longbrook House, Ashton Vale Road,
Bristol BS3 2HA
Tel: (0272) 669684
Fax: (0272) 231251

Grass Seed Mixtures

Mommersteeg M

Fully researched Grass Seed
Mixtures for Golf Greens,
Tees, Fairways and Roughs
with HEADSTART seed
treatment to speed
germination by up to 20%.

Station Road, Wellingborough,
Northamptonshire NN9 5NT.
Tel: 0933 680674 Fax: 0933 682022

Members of BIGGA, AGMA, BALI, BAGCC

Irrigation
MIDIAND IRRIGATION
2 Fairdene Way, Great Barr,

Birmingham B43 5JS

Tel: 021 358 1246

All leading irrigation equipment
installed and serviced.

Service contracts available

Contact Mark Ganning on
above number or 0860 270866

o Installation
Sales
& Service
N.E. England, Yorkshire,
N. Lincs, N. Derbys
Contact: E.B. & L. Simms
Tel: (0765) 602175 Fax: (0765) 603488
Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close,
Dallamires Lane, Ripon,
N. Yorks HG4 1TT

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports

and Leisure Grounds
e Designede Supplied e Installed

GLEN HEAT & IRRIGATION
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

R Tel: (0775) 722327
2zl Fax: (0775) 725444

MisT IRRIGATION
SysTEM CONTROLS

Specialists in electrical control systems
for sports turf and horticulture
* INSTALLATION
% FAULT FINDING ON MULTI-WIRE, 2& 3
WIRE DECODER SYSTEMS
CONTROL PANELS
PUMP REPAIRS/OVERHAULS
FULL SERVICING ON OLD AND NEW
SYSTEMS
PRE-SEASON START UP COMPLETE
WITH REPORTS
WE ARE ALWAYS AT YOUR SERVICE
MIST IRRIGATION, UNIT 18, HIGHTOWN
IND. EST., RINGWOOD, HANTS BH24 IND
Phone (0425) 474614 » Fax: (0425) 471296

* % %

*

for all aspects of
lills GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION
* Installation * Service

* Extensions and Improvements
® Pumping Systems

Oundle Road
Lutton
I.L.s Peterborough
PE8 5ND
Tel: Oundle (0832) 272450

()R()

iois

-IRRISERVE-

IRRIGATION ENGINEERS

Installation, Sales and Service
North West of England, covering
Lancashire and Cumbria
Contact: Paul Rimmer
Tel: (0772) 601534
Irriserve, Unit 9, Twin Lakes Industrial Park,
Bretherton Road, nr Preston PRS 7RF

Lake Construction

LEC LIMITED

LOW COST CONSTRUCTION OF
WATERSTORAGE LAKES AND
RESERVOIRS - using sheet waterproof
lining membranes for least cost

* Full design service available
* Feasibility studies undertaken

LEC Ltd, Nags Corner, Nayland,
Colchester CO6 4LT.

For technical and sales enquiries

Tel: (0206) 262676 Fax: (0206) 262998

Hontfer

The Irrigation Innovators
Gear driven sprinklers
including the new golf range
available from

S.G.l. Sales
6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 0858 463153
Fax: 0858 410085
NOW YOU HAVE A CHOICE!

FLANDERBLADE LTD
Specialists in golf course irrigation
20 Whiteacre, Littlehompton,

West Sussex BN17 7JA
Tel: (0903) 724545
Full member of B.T.LIA

Mower Spares

MOWER ACCESSORIES

LTD

Manufacturers of high
quality lawnmower
blades and cylinders
Suppliers of spares and
accessories.
65 Forncett Street
Sheffield S4

Tel: 0742 765825
Fax: 0742 765855

® DESIGN
@ INSTALLATION
® SERVICE —

For a free
estimate give us
acall

Q
now = l, LANDSCAPE
we'll do IRRIGATION

the rest SYSTEMS

= 0425 473790

Fax 0425 471157
River View

Old Salisbury Road
Ringwood, Hampshire
BH24 1AS

IRRIGATION TECHNICAL
SERVICES

All leading manufacturers equipment
maintained and serviced * Fault finding
on all cable systems ¢+ Cable detection «

Irrigation system troubleshooting « Spring
start up — Winter shut down » Contractor
training

Contact Stuart Mills,
Tel/Fax 0202 874216

$ 43 Pinehurst Road,

WP West Moors, Dorset

m ® APPROVED TORO SERVICE CENTRE

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LTD.

® Manufacture Equipment @
® Design and Install Systems @
The Green, Upper Halliford,
Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8RY
Tel. (0932) 788301. Fax. (0932) 780437

T. & G. TURF

IRRIGATION SERVICES
8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon,
North Yorkshire HG4 2JW

Tel: (0765) 602941 (0423) 864963
Full member of B.T.LLA.

ANt Rain
RaN I BIRD,

The unbeatable partnership
in golf course irrigation
RINGWOOD, HANTS, BH24 3AS

Tel: (0425) 472251
Fax: (0425) 472258

Gqy,
\M " SERVICES 7,
¥ 9,

IRRIGATION

SI”“,{“ ‘: & IRRI

East Midlands Area
Installation, Sales and
Service
Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR
Tel: (0777) 817410

PRIME WATERMEN LTD
Wangford, Beccles,
Suffolk NR34 8AX
Tel: 050 278 481
Fax: 050 278 729
Weathermatic Distributor

Sl STAANCO,

Water Quality Control
pH"and chlorine control and dosing systems for
your imgation water, for improved turl quality
Nationwide installation and commissioning
service, and advice
Contact Brian Sykes
STRANCO LTD
Commercial Road, Eastbourne,

East Sussex. Tel: (0323) 646163

atermation

Manufacturers, designers
and installers of
AUTOMATIC
IRRIGATION

for 21 YEARS
Tongham Road, Aldershot,

Hants GU12 4LL

Tel: 0252 336838

Fax: 0252 336808

A National
Irrigation Service

Consultation Free

Professional Planning and
Design

Quality Products
Programmed Installation

Maintenance Service

Call Roger Davey
on (0460) 41939

IRRIGATION I

Solutions you can trust

High pH?

Liquid o
_— Sulphur

is a unique source of
flowable sulphur for use
as a nutrient additive or
pH adjuster.

Available exclusively from
and its distributors. SOd
Ring 0963 251129 today for
more information and your own
FREE pH adjuster chart.

LIQUID SOD, LINDEN VIEW,
REDWING ROAD, MILBORNE PORT,
SHERBORNE, DORSET, DT9 SDB

GRUNDFOS,
PUMPS @

FOR SPORTS &
TUl!F IRRIGATION, IOOSIING
AND WATER SUPPLY

Contact our sales offices today for

full mformauon on the Grundfos range

0525) 850000
NOI!’I’H 0925) 813300

GRUNDFOS X

GRUNDFOS PUMPS LID GROVEBURY ROAD.
LEIGHTON BUZZARD. BEDS LU7 81L

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
6" x 10" x5
CROSSING TIMBERS

127 x 6" up to 16" long,

Price quoted for number reguired

Tel (0233) 625121 or 620277

Fagg's Fleet, Whitheld Koad
Ashford, Kent TN23 1TY
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ASHWELL

PLANT SALES LIMITED

Timber Division

rial Estate. Stanford Road. Orseft
ex AM16 3DH
..... 0375 892576 Fax 0375 891736

HARDWOOD SLEEPERS

FOR SALE

Ideal for pathway edges, Bridges
and Tees, etc.
WILL LAST A LIFETIME.
12" x 5" x 6'6"
£9.00 collected
or delivered at cost.
Softwood sleepers also available.
RSJ or UB to suit sleeper sizes.
Depots South and Midlands

Tell the industry of your products
and services, through an
advertisement in greenkeeping’s
top magazine GREENKEEPER
INTERNATIONAL

GARSIDE
SANDS

Complete range of dried graded
silica sands for all purposes

Contact John Deavin at
Eastern Way Works,
Eastern Way, Heath & Reach,
Leighton Buzzard,
Beds LU7 9LF
Tel: (0525) 237911
Fax: (0525) 237991

MONEYSTONE
BUNKER
SAND

Granular and Free Draining
Delivered loose bulk, all parts
For cheapest prices contact:

Jim Burrows at
M & B SUPPLIES
Baths Road, Longton,

Stoke on Trent ST3 2JQ
Tel: (0782) 598383

Drinkwater Sabey Erd

(EBENEZER MEARS)

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND

for Tees - Greens - Bunkers

and drainage sands and shingles

Wintersells Road, Byfleet, KT14 7AZ

0932 345616 |

ARC BUCKLAND
INDUSTRIAL MINERALS

Sand and Silica Company

COMPLETE RANGE OF
HORTICULTURAL SANDS

Contact Lynda Jordan
Buckland Sand & Silica Co.
Reigate Heath, Reigate,
Surrey RH2 9RG
Tel: (0737) 240151

Fax: (0782) 598174

Top Dressings * Sands « /A/
Top Soils « Ferr Soil.

Suppliers of Soils for Golf Courses.
Britain’s leading Top Dress supplies

* Top Dressing * Root Zone Mix *
Screened Soil * Sands x Construction

119 London Road, Kingston upon Thames,
Surrey KT2 6NH.

Tel: 081 546 3960

Mobile: 0831 871939 « Fax: 081 547 1923

GRADZALL INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

Manufacturers of the $5100
Screener/Shredder

9 Farlough Road, Dungannon,
Northern Ireland BT71 4DT
Tel: 08687 40484 + Fax: 08687 48823

Fine Teak Furniture

Seats, tables, chairs, benches, planters
and litterbins made from

plantation grown teak

Listed in the Good Wood

Guide

Lessure Furmluw

1-4 Little Ann Street, Bristol BS2 9EB
Tel (0272) 540349 Fax (0272) 557224

ggtin

nothen
The leading supplier of
MONEYSTONE
Britain’s
most popular,

top quality NN
BUNKER SAND

NATIONAL SUPPLIERS

Tel: Alderley Edge (0625) 584571/
585143. Fax: (0625) 586130
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Embossed aluminium and engraved signs for
the course, clubhouse and pro shop

Pinewood Road. Ash,
Aldershot, Hants GU12 6DG

TellFax: (0252) 341360

TUPTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS
& PUTTING SURFACES
FROM

CARPETITION LTD.

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN.
Tel: (0484) 428777

Fax: (0484) 423251

Top Dressings

Top Quality Products from the
Company the Professionals Trust

Blaydon, Tyne & Wear NE21 6LF
Tel: 091 499 0555 Fax: 091 414 1544

D AWIHERS

Established 1964

Suppliers of
TOP DRESSING
VARIOUS GRADES OF SCREENED
LOAMS AND TOPSOILS
BUNKER AND WASHED SAND

Honeypot Farm, Honeypot lane,
Edenbridge, Kent
0732 865433 (office)
0860 543370 (mobile)
0732 867770 (fax)

Tree Planting

TREELANDS

Tree planting service
We offer a nationwide planting and
after-care service for trees from
seedlings to semi-mature.

For a free site
visit, phone:

Lisa Newell,

Tel: 0254 832122
or

Joe Fielding,
Tel: 0248 602265

CASE TRENCHERS
TRENCHEX PLANT SALES

Dove Fields, Uttoxeter, Staffs.
Fax: (0889) 563140.
Tel: (0889) 565155

EXCELLENCE
THROUGH
EXPERIENCE

Shelford

Beech Tree Farm, Shepreth Road,
Foxton, Cambridge
Tel: (0223) 871814. Fax: (0223) 872354

TILLERS

Growers of high quality turf supplied
nationwide in standard and big rolls

Tel: 0652 650555 « Fax: 0652 650064

Tip Top Turf.

Seed grown turf available in one sq yd
or large 25 sq yd rolls with laying
machines or service available.

Tel: 0908 270701 « Fax: 0908 374889

For High Quality Cultivated Turf harvested in conventional
square yord rolls, and on the big roll turf laying system

\ Tel: (0759) 304101  Fax: (0759) 305229 J

e Sl ——

Turf Dressings

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD
for Fendress Top Dressing
Fendress Superfine
Economy Dressing
Rootzone Mixes
Screened Fensoil
Fine Screened Sedge Peat
Kiln Dried Sand
Bunker Sands - screened soils

2 Angel Court, High Street,
Mkt. Harborough,
Leicestershire
Tel: (0858) 464346/433003
Fax: (0858) 434734

BAluzvs
{A NORFOLK
supply
Professional Turf Dressings

for the Profession

GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
Approved formulations for use in
Construction and on the finest greens,
tees and fairways

SAND
All requirements catered for including
lime free. Kiln dried sands available.

SCREENED TOP SOIL
Including the finest Black Fenland Soil
Screened loams to customers’
individual specifications.

We also produce and supply root zone
mix and always have vast stocks of
cockle shells for immediate delivery

DELIVERIES NATIONWIDE

BAILEYS OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham,
Norwich, Norfolk NRI0 SNL
Tel: 060 548 607
Mobile: 0860 661603
B BOUGHTON
_h.l.ﬂ'u - ln““ l'l'n
For
TURF DRESSINGS
ROOT ZONE MIXES
SCREENED TOP SOILS
BUNKER SANDS
HORTICULTURAL
COMPOSTS
Telford Way, Kettering,

Northants
Tel: 0536 510515

Fell

Brothere
“The Tops in Top Dressing”
The finest quality
top dressings and sands

Martin Brothers (UK) Lid
NATIONAL

SUPPLIERS

Tel: (0625) 584571 PN
Fax: (0625) 586130 v_(,

Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain’s No. 1 for
QUALITY - SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Nucks Wood Quarry, Wiggins Lane,
Rufford, Nr Southport, Lancs L40 1UJ

Tel: (0925) 232476 - Fax: (0925) 574004




FAIRFIEI.D TURF LTD

Quality topdressings,
sonds rootzones & topsoils
v (0797) 344731
Fox: (0797) 344737

Turf Netting

CONWED
TURF REINFORCEMENT

‘for the fastest turf production’

WEST MIDLAND TURF GROWERS
Tel: (074-631) 247 Fax: (0746) 767331

§ PORTSGROUND
ONTRA DRS

We're No. 1 for Vertidraining and

Hollow Coring on Greens, Tees
and Fairways.

For competitive rates and a
professional service, contact

RICHARD VEITCH
0344 860690

39 Knox Green, Binfield,
Bracknell, Berks RG12 5NZ

‘ a9
RTIDRA
\lE f((:ue //\/ z

VERTIDRAIN MACHINERY
SLIT DRAINAGE EQUIPMENT
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Contact  Peter Holmes

10 Carson Road

Gainsborough, Lincs DN21 2RE
Tel: 0427 613035 * Mobile: 0831 359394

Verti-Drain Hire

ROSS OLIVER

SPORTS GROUND CONSTRUCTION
AND MAINTENANCE

The most comprehensive service in
the south west including
® VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and
Sportsgrounds
® STONE PICKING
® RYAN HOLLOW TYNER
® SAND SPREADERS
® DIRECT DRILLS
Contact: Ross Oliver, Greystones,
Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP
Tel: (0637) 880257 or (0841) 540222

Toro Hydroject, Vertidrain Coremaster 12
and Ryan Greensaire + Core Harvester,
Charterhouse, Sisis and Gill Overseeders,

Ransomes 214 and Beaver 308 Fairway
Scarifiers. Large range of tractors from 16 -
60 HP, as well as machinery for sale.

List and further details from 'j

Richard Campey

Marton Hall Lane, Martor,
'l| Macclesfield

Tel: 0260 224568

Fax: 0260 22479|

WORTH
DRAINING

\S

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the G.A. 30
Contact Peter Bloodworth
WORTH DRAINING
Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham
Lincolnshire Tel: 0476 84266

You’re at the end
of the Buyers’
Guide section — if
you haven’t found
the ads with the
3 symbols in yet,
TRY AGAIN:

IT COULD BE
WORTH

£50

TO YOU!

SEWARD

TURF MAINTENANCE

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS
Ten years experience using only the best
2 greens verti-drains
(18 greens in 2 days)

Half-inch tines at 2x2 spacing
Fairway verti-drain

Cor plete with

Fairway overseeder
Contact Michael Seward
York (0904) 765949 night or day

(Solihull)

Vertidrain, Moore Sportsfield

Over-Seeders, Verti
Over-Seeder for Greens & Tees,
Toro Aerators, Case Trenchers

& Sportsfield Slitters etc.

Contact: Doug or Ron Johnson

Tel: (0564) 772597

New Hinomoto C174 20HP
Manual Tractor 4WD
........................ RRP £6600 NOW £4750

Demo Hinomoto E2304 28HP
Manual Tractor 4WD (60hr)
........................ RRP £8500 NOW £6250

Demo Hinomoto C174 HST c/w Lewis
Loader and Back Hoe....ONLY £10350

* EQUIPMENT SUITABLE FOR MF OR
HINOMOTO COMPACT TRACTORS:

New Cab C174/1010
........................ RRP £2215 NOW £1056

New Lewis 200 Back Hoe
........................ RRP £4195 NOW £3000

Agar Rap-Round 84" Gangs Demo
........................ RRP £6065 NOW £2911

Agar Midmounted 60" Deck Demo
(HST model).....RRP £1546 NOW £927

Agar Midmounted 60" Deck Demo c/w
PTO unit ......... RRP £1869 NOW £1121

* ACCESSORIES:

AG Wheels and tyres 5x14 and 8x18
Demo.......ccouevne RRP £480 ONLY £280

7 Tine Lewis Muck Fork Demo
........................... RRP £249 ONLY £197

9 Tine Lewis Muck Fork Demo
......................... RRP £280 ONLY £211

12" Ejector Bucket Lewis Back Hoe
........................... RRP £268 ONLY £192

For all your machinery needs!

C W WINNETT & SONS
Farm, Garden & Turf Machinery
Towcester, Northants
Tel: 0327 50926
Fax: 0327 53930

RFE .
Machinery Ltd

Ransomes 180D RFE
conversion, F/Head

Ryans Greens Aire

Royer Shredder (choice)

Twose Backhoe

Allen National 68K

Spare units for
Ransomes 180

McConnell Turf Groomers

Cushman Top Dresser

Jacobsen Tri-King 1671D
ex-demo

Jacobsen Tri-King 1671D
used

Allett 36" Mower

Cushman Power-Gang

Ransomes Mark 10
Sportscutter Triple Gangs

Ransomes Mark 12 Triple
Magna Gangs

Tel: (073081) 5775
Fax: (073081) 5844

EXPERIENCED
GREENKEEPER

required for newly constructed 18 Hole golf
course at Ballykisteen, Monard, Co. Tipperary.
All applicants for the post must be capable of

managing the “grow-in" period for the golf course

to include machinery, materials and purchases.

Applications, which should include CV plus

references, to be addressed to:
Mr Arthur Pierce, Ballykisteen, Monard,
Co. Tipperary, Ireland

WAM ¢,
ol

g,.,.r :_A% Sheringham Golf Club
hl%e égf':’ Norfolk

Iy
"1/) Jut ,{J
ENARY

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Required for 18 hole clifftop course (SSS71).
Must be fully experienced in all aspects of
greenkeeping and course management.
Please send full CV by 15th January to:

The Secretary, Sheringham Golf Club,
Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8HG

10,000 cubic metres
SOMERSET SEDGE PEAT

available in 50 cubic metre
bulk loads

at £11.00 per cubic metre

Sample & analysis on
request

Contact S. A. Stock

E. J. GODWIN (P.l.) LTD
Meare, Glastonbury,
Somerset

Tel: 0458 860 644/645

Boat-of-Garten Golf and Tennis Club

Due to internal promotion applications are invited
for the position of

1st ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Salary negotiable ® 3 bedroom bungalow available
Contract to commence early March '93

Applications with CV by 16th January 93 to:

The Secretary
Boat-of-Garten Golf and Tennis Club,
Boat-of-Garten, Inverness-shire PH24 3BQ
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The Ashley Wood Golf Club

."72:'

Golf Gl

requires a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

A downland 9 hole course with a new 9 holes already
constructed to be opened in spring 1994.

The successful candidate will be fully experienced in all
aspects of greenkeeping, staff organisation and
course management.

Applications with full CV to:

P. Lillford, Secretary Manager
The Ashley Wood Golf Club
Wimborne Road
Blandford, Dorset DT11 9HN

Wyke Green Golf Club

requires a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

for an 18 hole course
situated west of London.

Applicants must possess a recognised
qualification and be experienced in all aspects
of course management.

The ability to lead and motivate staff,
organise work programmes and maintain health
and safety requirements is essential.

Practical knowledge of modern
greenkeeping machinery and budgetary control
is also required.

Apply in confidence with full CV to:

Secretary/Manager, Wyke Green Golf Club,
Syon Lane, Osterley, Middlesex TW7 SPT

Ifield Golf and Country Club

require a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

This leading Sussex Golf Club is inviting applications for the post
of head greenkeeper. The applicants must be of the highest calibre
and have suitable qualifications and experience in every aspect of
course and budget management, combined with the ability to
motivate and direct staff. On course accommodation is available
together with a negotiable package based on BIGGA
recommendations.
Apply in writing with full CV to:
The Manager
Ifield Golf and Country Club, Rusper Road, Ifield, Crawley,
West Sussex RH11 OLN

GREENKEEPERS AND COURSE MANAGERS
Seeking a career move?
SEYVMOUR PERSONRNEL
is an agency designed to help you meet your
requirements.

Confidential and effective service
For further details contact:

P ERSONNEL
84a Guarlford Road, Malvern, Worcestershire WR14 3QT
Telephone/Fax: (0684) 569204
Employment Agencies Reg. M4363

Greenkeeper/Course Manager

required for

NEW DEVELOPMENT IN FRANCE

Applicants should have suitable qualifications and practical
experience in all aspects of course management and
maintenance of equipment.

A position also exists for a clubhouse secretary and therefore
a qualified French speaking couple would be most suitable.
Salary negotiable.

Apply to Box GI.D1,

Greenkeeper International, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor,
Aldwark, Alne, York, North Yorkshire Y06 2NF

GOLF COURSE
SUPERINTENDENT

Cookridge Hall Golf Club is currently seeking a Course
Superintendent to manage and maintain an all new 18 hole
Championship Golf Course.

The successful candidate will be familiar with American style courses
and fully conversant with Rainbird computerised irrigation systems.
Candidates must be able to demonstrate at least 10 years experience
with top quality facilities and have managed golf projects from course
construction, pre-seeding and growing in periods right through to the
day to day running.

Suitably qualified candidates should write to:

The General Manager, Cookridge Hall Golf Course, Cookridge
Lane, Leeds LS16 7NZ
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Bath Golf Club t,
QUALIFIED 1st ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER SOUTERS

SPORTSTURF
Applicants must be experienced in all aspects of
greenkee;;ing mlailrl:tenance a[n; have a goodskn:)\;l(()'dg of CONTRACT SERV'CES

modern maehingey. Verti-drain, hollow core, sub air or quadrine —

No accommodation available. whichever suits your needs.
Please apply in writing with CV to: Specialists in golf course construction and
The Secretary, Bath Golf Club, Sham Castle, installation of full drainage systems.

North Road, Bath BA2 6JG

SEAQUIM

; d Why not back up your autumn aeration
Forrester Park Golf Club programme by putting some life back into the soil
requires a by using Scotland's oldest natural fertilizer

HEAD GREENKEEPER Seaquim (seaweed meal).

K A Brunton, Sales Manager

The successful applicant will be required to run all

aspects of a privately owned 18 hole parkland course. Souter of Stirling (Sportsturf) Ltd
working with three other greenkeepers. Tel: 0786 72141
No accommodation available. Salary negotiable. Fax: 0786 65963 or 50322
Applications in writing with full CV to: A GRASS ROOTS BUSINESS

The Secretary, Forrester Park, Great Totham,
Maldon, Essex CM9 8EA

THE EASY WAY

Hire equipment for your
compaction problems

TORO HYDROJECT tin
TORO GREENS AERATOR lA
TORO CORE PULVERIZER & )
TORO FAIRWAY AERATOR 5 b Hothers

TORO PEDESTRIAN OVERSEEDER The TOpS
SHELTON SAND GROOVER in

VERTI-DRAIN . o
TRILO FAIRWAY VACUUM TOp Dressmg
SWEEPER/SCARIFIER
SAND SPREADING The finest quality
FAIRWAY OVERSEEDING top dressings and sands

AD
REF

For quality service nationwide Martin Brothers (UK) Ltd.
D&E Turf Maintenance Ltd NATIONALI
St John’s Schoolhouse SUPPLIERS
Tel/Fax: (tenfzal barade Tel: (0625) 584571 7
0388 608620 Shildon Fax: (0625) 586130
AD AD
Mobile: 0836 376944 Co. Durham REF REF
Evenings: 0388 772844 DL4 1DL | *= ‘
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d BIGGA: BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE

=, GOLDEN KEY
" and SILVER KEY
Y CIRCLES

o the following companies, in
recognition of their support for the
Greenkeeper Education and
Development Fund during 1992.

Professional Products
The Toro Company Lely (UK) Ltd.
International Division UK distributor for Toro
Irrigation Commercial Products
RANSOMES

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

RISBORO' TURF

Together, we’re building a greal future

for golf club, greenkeeper and game
A

For details of how you can support the Education

and Development Fund, contact BIGGA at ! o5
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF. 20
Telephone: 03473 581 Fax: 03473 8864 BIGGA

AROUND THE

(GREEN

38 = announce the annual match East Scotland v North East Eng-
land (sponsored by Stewart & Co.), played at Goswick, resulted in a
well deserved victory — this after a loss and a draw in the last two
clashes. I am delighted to have the trophy back where it belongs — in
Scotland. Grateful thanks, as always, to Stewarts and Goswick GC.

I The dance tickets are going well, so if you haven’t yet
obtained yours you may be too late. Let us hope that my
next report will bring glad tidings. Until then, on behalf
of your chairman and committee, may I wish you all a
Merry Christmas and a good New Year.

WILIE BLAIR

CENTRAL SCOTLAND

The final golf tournament of the season was held in October at Kinross
GC., where 50 members/guests had an enjoyable time on a sunny day.
Results: Best aggregate (spring and autumn) — David Leith, St. Andrews.
Best nett — Richard Sharp, Kinross. Scratch — Athol Purdie, Crail. 1st
class — 1st Ross Wilson, Kinross. 2nd Tommy Gilchrist, Falkland Tryst.
2nd class — 1st Fraser McNeil, Brachead. 2nd John Crawford, Haggs Cas-
tle. Trade — Ian Thomson, Provan. Guests — Robert McHale, Kinross. Two
ball foursomes — Graeme Downie and Fraser McNeil, Braehead.

Our sincere thanks go to Sir David Montgomery of the Green Hotel
Golf Courses for the courtesy of their course, Kinross GC for the use of
clubhouse facilities, Mr and Mrs Aitken for first class catering and ser-
vice, and to course manager John Bashford and his staff for preparing
the course in such excellent condition, despite the atrocious weather
experienced in the weeks prior to the tournament — well done, lads!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: The Spring Tournament will be held at
Gleneagles in April, date to be finalised. Visit to Souter’s Sportsturf and
Stirling GC, 13 February. Autumn Tournament at Glenbervie GC, 12
October. We also hope to stage an STRI lecture, given by David Boocock,
in March. Topics for future lectures/demonstrations are welcome, so if
you have any suggestions on subjects you would like to see included,
please write to me and your committee will try to arrange them.

I would like to wish everyone the compliments of the season, and
thank everyone who has supported us in 1992. Every success in 1993.
JOHN CRAWFORD

D ber 7: ICI Professional Products Premier G L
A d: Finals - Aldwark Manor, York

1993

January 18-22: BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition and Seminar
, Harrogate, North Yorkshire

January 23-30: GCSAA Show, Anaheim, California, USA

March 25-28: Golf Asia 1993 - Third International Golf Exhibition
and Conference, World Trade Centre, Singapore

March 26-28: BIGGA National Education Conference, University
of Keele, Staffordshire

April 28: Westurf Trade Exhibition, Long Ashton, Bristol

May 25-30: A Champi hip, Royal Portrush, Northern
Ireland

June 9-10: Landscape Industries 93, National Agricultural
Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshi

July 5-8: Royal Show, St leigh, Warwi
July 15-18: The 122nd Open Championship, Royal St Georges,

Kent

August 2-4: BIGGA National Golf Tournament, Dunbar Golf Club,
Scotland

August 18-19: The Walker Cup, Interlach Mi lis, USA

August 19-22: Planetarium "93 (specialised tree cultivation fair)
Booskop, Holland

September 7-9: 10G Show, Peterborough, Northants

September 24-26: Ryder Cup, The Belfry, Sutton Coldfield,
Warwickshire

October 2-5: Golf '93 Trade Fair, Diisseldorf, Germany

October 11-12: Toro/PGA Europ Tour Student G k
of the Year Award, Aldwark Manor, York

November 23-25: Golf International 2000, Sandown Park, Surrey
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British & International Golf
Greenkeepers Association

MEMBERSHIP
REQUEST CARD

Complete and post this card — no stamp required — to receive full
details and an application form to join the British & International
Golf Greenkeepers Association.

Full Name:

Name of Company (if applicable):

Mailing Address:

Position: Tel:

| am interested in Golden/Silver Key Circle Membership
| am interested in full Greenkeeper Membership
| am interested in Associate/Company Membership ... L

Signed:

FREE READER REPLY SERVIGE
what can GREENKEEPER do for you?

Keep you informed - hat's what!

To receive more information about the products and services in this
magazine use our FREE READER REPLY SERVICE. Simply complete this
card and return it to us. Place the companies’ Ad Ref numbers below:

7Ta Jl 2 12 e e e o o) e

Fill in your own details below so the information can be rushed to you:

POBIION...cos0sesessimiysssiomes s s tons AN RIS A TP R A S SR AR B4 R
(67 51 ¢72 171111 87011 o DOPRSI o RO o S PR B O T S

7 Vs o oL e e M el S WSS e e S N it e A

Gl.12.92

Make sure you keep up to date with all

that's going on with a subscription to

Greenkeeper International, the

industry’s premier magazine.

AND NOW'S A GREAT TIME TO
START SUBSCRIBING! Although, for the first time in over three years,
we've been forced to increase our prices, the new rate of just £34 for 12
issues (Europe £44) is still terrific value for money — and there's a bonus!
Every new subscriber will receive a stylish Greenkeeper International binder,
absolutely FREE! Just complete and post YES! I'd like to
this card. We'll invoice you in due course. subscribe! (Tick box)
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and SILVER KEY
CIRCLES

There has never been a better time to join the British & International Golf
Greenkeepers Association.

Membership is at an all-time high. We're only weeks away from the biggest-
ever Turf Management Exhibition - this year opened by a member of the Royal
Family - and there are many plans underway to encourage greenkeeping as an
expanding profession for 1993 and beyond.

The Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund is the key to a great future
for greenkeeper, golf club and game.

And now you have the option of linking your membership to the Association
with this vital fund. Complete the pre-paid postcard at the back of this
magazine, and we’ll rush you details of how you can take part in building a
brighter future for yourself and your industry. Alternatively, refer back to
November’s Greenkeeper International, where we spell out the benefits in full.

You and the British & International Golf Greenkeepers Association.
Together we’re really going places.

Contact BIGGA at Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF. Tel: 03473 581 Fax: 03473 8864




Be proud of your profession with a BIGGA Blazer. This
high quality garment is recommended by the Association

BIGGA merchandise is too good to be saved for just one day a year! That’s why, although "“1
we can’t promise delivery before Christmas, the best time to buy is still RIGHT NOW. Make a
smart move for 1993 with our wide range of sweaters, ties and the magnificent BIGGA blazer.
So if Santa isn’t bringing you any BIGGA goodies on December 25 — make a gift to yourself of
the best sportswear garments money can buy. You'll be glad you did!

A simply superb item of clothing
— and suitable for a man or a
woman! These quality sweaters
come in a variety of sizes and
colours:

Sizes: 36" — 50"

Colours: Navy, Pansy, Black,
Claret, Oxford Grey, Royal,
Crimson, Light Grey, Peacock,
White, Blue Mist, Natural,
Bottle, Emerald, Azure, Blue,
Carmine, Helio

Order No. BO1..........

YOUR CHEQUE
WILL NOT BE
CASHED UNTIL
YOUR ORDER IS
DESPATCHED

and can be worn on any occasion when the image of a

professional greenkeeper is all-important. Supplied com-
plete with embroidered BIGGA logo, this is an investment

which will provide many years of service. ....Order No. B16.

Ref No.

Available in Navy (as picture), Light Blue or Green KE!P 0"' 'HE WE‘I WEAI'HEI! Limited Stock

° n D E R Place your completed order and cheque made payable
to BIGGA in an envelope and post to: BIGGA, Aldwark
F ° n " Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF.

Product Description

Coll Quanti Pri
Dasalhabnii Rl BEST EVER PRICE: DON'T MISS THIS ONE!

As a cold and wet December shivers into a snowy January, these
superb rainsuits are the ideal outdoor garments, manufactured by
ProQuip exclusively for BIGGA members.

These quality rainsuits are available in smart silver and navy and
are supplied complete with BIGGA logo. They are guaranteed to
keep the rain out, are made of a lightweight fabric and are soft to
handle. At this best-ever price, we have only limited stocks: in
Men’s style Large (44/46") and Extra Large (46/48"). For women, size
16 and 18 are available.
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