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Greensmaster The Name That Says It All! 
•f •.. but don't just take our word for it, ask 

any one ofTORO's customers since the 
early 70's and we have every confidence 

that they will confirm there's no other 
turf management machinery to 

compete with TORO quality 
and real value for money! 

Optional variable speed 
kit ensures precision 
cutting by allowing the 
operator to select a 
consistent ground speed 
while maintaining a 
constant, even clip. 

Take a look at t h eTORO 
Greensmaster 3000D ... get 
behind the unique steering arm, 
adjustable to suit the comfor t o f all operators. 

QThis will be your first step towards 
unbelievable precision cutting with 

Q increased power 
and durability. 

^"please send me full details of the 
TORO GREENSMASTER 3000D • 

Gl.11.91 

Name. 

Club... 

yJH 

Every course and its greens have their own special 
characteristics.TheTORO Greensmaster 3000D 
enjoys the challenge and by providing fully 
floating cutting units, a uniform quality of cut is 
assured whatever the conditions. 

Address 

TORO, 
in a class 

AD TORO Distributed by LELY (UK) LIMITED 
REE 
6i Station Road, St. Neots, Huntingdon, Cambs PE19 1QH. Tel: 0480 76971 Fax: 0480 216167 
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Le t G r e e n k e e p e r 
I n t e rna t i ona l w o r k for you ! 
For fu r the r i n fo rma t i on on 
the p r odu c t s a n d s e r v i c e s 
a d v e r t i s e d in t h i s i s s u e u s e 
t he R e a d e r R ep l y C a r d 
f a c i ng P a g e 34 . S imp l y 
re turn t h e c a r d to u s (no 
s t a m p n e eded ) , s t a t i n g t h e 
c o m p a n i e s ' A d Re f 
n umbe r s ( found n e a r the i r 
a d v e r t i s emen t ) . W e w i l l t h e n 
c o n t a c t t h e c o m p a n i e s for 
you . B e l o w is t h e 
G r e e n k e e p e r I n t e rna t i ona l 
a d v e r t i s e r s ' i ndex - a n e a s y 
gu ide for y ou to f ind t h e 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s in t h i s i s s u e . 
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Announcing the 1992 BIGGA IT 
Do your bit for a brighter future 
- complete the application cai 

\ 

There are now over 4,000 BIGGA members: 

You get all this... 
# Monthly copies of Greenkeeper International -
the Association's own high quality colour magazine and 
essential reading. 

# Full legal advisory service including legal helpline 
card. 

• Full employment cover, full personal injury cover, 
pursuit of civil claims by the insured for damages, specific 
performance or injunction arising from or out of: a) a con-
tract of employment or b) death or personal injury of the 
insured from any claim. 

• Personal accident cover - enhanced for 1992 and 
will provide the following capital sums: Death - £5,000. 
Permanent total disablement - £5,000. Permanent total 
loss of sight of one or both eyes - £5,000. Permanent total 
loss of hearing of both ears - £2,500. Permanent total loss 
of hearing of one ear - £500. Permanent total loss of one 
or more limbs - £5,000. There is also cover for permanent 
loss by physical separation of thumb, finger or toe. 

# Members suffering temporary total disablement 
in excess of seven days wil l receive a weekly 
income of £35 for a maximum of 104 weeks - options to 
increase benefits are available. 

t Use the Association's placement referral 
scheme, to keep up to date with the employment scene. 

# Util ise BIGGA's services for expert advice on 
financial management - our consultants will advise on 
mortgages, investments, life, household, private medical 
and motor insurance. Don't forget the BIGGA Personal 
Pension plan. 

# Take advantage of reduced delegate fees at the 
BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition and National Educa-
tion Conference as well as regional seminars. 

# BIGGA is international - all items in the membership 
package are available to members both in the Republic of 
Ireland and internationally. (International users of the 
legal helpline card should note that advice will relate to 

Picture this: the NEW BIGGA membership card requires YOUR photo - see over for details 



lembership package, 
for all greenkeepers 
d opposite Page 6 

Back BIGGA and BIGGA will back you! 

either English or Scottish law. The card can be 
used when the member is visiting Great 
Britain, both for advice and in respect of any 
claims arising during or from such visits.) 

• All new Greenkeeper members joining in 1992 
will receive an Association tie. 

• BIGGA welcomes the ladies - lady members joining 
in the Associate category will receive a headscarf and 
stickpin to signify their membership in addition to the 
Associate membership card. 

• The legal and insurance benefits are only 
effective following payment of subscriptions. Any 
delay in payment after 1st January could cause a 
problem - don't take the risk! 

• Complete the application card in this magazine facing Page 6 

• Subscription details - overleaf m* 

...For less than £1 a week 

Y.our 
own copy of 
Greenkeeper 
International - the 
Association's own 
high quality colour 
magazine and 
essential reading 
every month 



The Board of Management has approved the subscriptions 
for 1992 as indicated below: 

New Current members 
members if paying before 
in 1992 31st January 1992 

Course Manager/ 
Head Greenkeeper £50.00 £45.00 

Deputy Course Manager/ 
Deputy Head Greenkeeper £45.00 £40.00 

First Assistant/ 
Assistant Greenkeeper £39.00 £36.00 

20 years of age or under £26.00 £23.00 

International 
- all greenkeeping staff £48.00 

Associate/Company 
(including one year's 
subscription to 
Greenkeeper International) £45.00 

Associate/Company 
without magazine £20.00 

Corporate £525.00 

Corporate members will receive an annual plaque in recog-
nition of their support of BIGGA and the greenkeeping pro-
fession. 

Delegate fees at both the BIGGA Turf Management Exhi-
bition and National Education Conference, as well as at 
Regional seminars, will be offered to Associate and Com-
pany members at a discounted rate. Whilst many members 
may wish to identify with a particular local section or 
region, members are able to participate nationally if they so 
wish. They will be allocated to the section covering the geo-
graphical area in which they reside. 

All Associate/Company members (with the exception of 
those Associate members in the £20 category) will receive 
each month a copy of Greenkeeper International, the Associ-
ation's official publication and essential reading for those 
involved with or interested in greenkeeping. 

A special Corporate rate is available for those companies 
wishing to enrol an unlimited number of their staff as mem-
bers of the Association and individual membership cards 
will be issued. In recognition of their support of the green-
keeping profession, BIGGA will be presenting an annual 
plaque. 

IMPORTANT - All greenkeeper members will be 
required to obtain a passport size photograph to vali-
date their 1992 membership cards. The design of the 
new card allows for the photograph to be sealed, thereby 
giving proof of identity. BIGGA's Board of Management con-
siders this innovation to be essential in preventing any pos-
sible misuse of membership cards particularly in relation to 
seeking courtesy of the golf course. Photographs are to be 
affixed by members personally on receipt of their member-
ship card and should not be sent to Headquarters office. 

Membership 
subscriptions 

from 
1 January 1992 

NB. The First Assistant is a post designed to recognise a 
third-in-charge where appropriate to the size of the club. In 
cases where the First Assistant is the recognised Deputy, the 
Deputy Course Manager/Deputy Head Greenkeeper sub-
scription rate should apply. 

1991 members will be invoiced for subscriptions due 
prior to 1st January 1992. If you have not received your 
renewal notice by the end of December, please contact 
Headquarters. 

Those enrolling in the Associate/Company membership cat-
egory will be encouraged to play a full part in the Associa-
tion's affairs. Associate members will be those having a close 
interest in greenkeeping without being specifically 
employed as greenkeepers. As such this category of mem-
bership will be of interest to Chairmen of Green Commit-
tees, Club Secretaries, Golf Course Architects and 
Constructors and many others with a close affinity to green-
keeping. Company membership is available on an individual 
or corporate basis and will be of interest to those employed 
within the fine turf industries. 

Individual membership cards will be issued and will enti-
tle the member to participate in all national, regional and 
section events authorised by the Association. 

Holders of Associate and Company membership cards 
are not entitled to use their cards to seek courtesy of the 
golf course. 

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL November 1991 

BIGGA 
i % 

WHERE DOES MY MONEY GO? 
A breakdown of the 1992 membership package 
shows the following allocations: 

Personal Accident Insurance Cover £3.75 
Legal Advisory Service/ 
Employment Cover/Personal Injury Cover £5.00 
Membership Card £0.45 
Retainer fees (Regional Administrators/ 
Section Secretaries) £3.46 
Subscription refund to Regions/Sections £5.55 

= £18.21 

Each new member receives an Association tie - £4.50 
or in the case of lady members a headscarf and stick-
pin - £4.95 and £1.10 respectively. 

The balance of subscriptions is utilised to partially 
offset the running costs of the Association for which 
substantial additional income has to be sought from 
other sources. 

Members also receive Greenkeeper International 
magazine - current annual subscription rate £29.00. 

Together with discretionary courtesy of the golf 
course for greenkeeper members, the membership 
package represents great value for money. 

In addition to practical benefits, consider the pro-
fessional benefits of BIGGA membership... 



Who and what are moving on and moving in, in the greenkeeping industry FACES & 
PLACES 

• The American lawncare specialists, O. 
M. Scott and Sons Ltd., US market leaders 
in lawncare products with over £500 mil-
lion annual turnover and a market share of 
43%, have entered the UK market. They 
have appointed Dave King as Sales Direc-
tor of their new UK headquarters in Can-
nock, Staffs. Dave will co-ordinate 

marketing strategy and be highlighting sales opportunities 
across the UK. 
• News from Gordon Moir tells of Willie Milton's retirement 
as Head Greenkeeper, Downfield GC., having been at the 
Club since the course was constructed in the fifties. Willie 
was a stalwart member of the North Scotland section, being 
chairman, secretary and treasurer at various times. In join-
ing with the section in sending good wishes to Willie in his 
retirement, we also offer his successor, Ian Menzies, our 
hearty congratulations. 
• Congratulations to Mark Osborne from Longcliffe GC on 
his marriage to Mary Smith. Walter Cole ('Old Wrinkly') 
was Best Man. 
• Tony McLure of Whickham GC has won the Northern 
Amateur Masters title again, having captured this presti-
gious annual 36 hole competition by qualifying through 24 
rounds of play since May. The event is open to category one 
players only. 
• A 31 year association comes to an end with the departure 
of Jim Parker from the company that bears his name. T. 
Parker & Sons (Turf Management) Ltd was sold to the Moy-
ses Stevens Group in May 1990, with Jim retained by the 
new owners as M.D. on a 12 month contract. Although this 
contract expired earlier in the year, Jim stayed on until the 
IOG Show, after which his association ended. With various 
ideas under consideration, Jim has no definite plans as to 
whether he will remain in the turf care industry, but hopes 
to maintain contact with his many friends in the business. 
• Whilst still at Harlech competing in The BIGGA/ICI 

Nationals, John Borja received news from 
Clive Smith that Hawthorn Hill Golf Cen-
tre had been sold to a Japanese company -
Bluebird Hills UK - and although John 
could have stayed on, Clive wanted him to 
move with the Clive Smith Leisure Group. 
John is now in charge of construction at 

Lindum Turf back Education Conference 
• The news that Geoff Hodson (right) of 
Lindum Turf is to once again sponsor the 
BIGGA National Education Conference in 
March has been greeted in all quarters with 
great enthusiasm. The highly successful 1991 
Conference in York was also sponsored by 
Lindum Turf and with their additional sup-
port for 1992 now confirmed, we are sure 
the '92 conference will be an even greater 

Pine Ridge Golf Centre, Camberley, with the title of Golf 
Course Development Manager. Greenkeeper International 
wish him well - it couldn't happen to a finer man. 

• Supaturf Products Ltd have appointed 
Steve Philpott as Area Sales Manager for 
the South-West region - essentially cover-
ing South Wales and the South West - and 
responsible for sales of Supaturfs range of 
Top Line marking systems. 
• 'God must have destined this site as a 
golf course'. How many times have we 

heard that sentiment echoed, I wonder? But in the case of 
the new Sedburgh course, opened last month in the very 
heart of the Yorkshire Dales National Park, the claim has an 
absolute ring of truth. 

The first (and probably the last) course to be approved in 
a National Park, the construction was not without detrac-
tors, notably the 'Rochdale Cowboy', Mike Harding, who 
lobbied parliament. All the more credit then to the farming 
Wilson's and Handley's for perseverance in ensuring that 
this stirring piece of God's acreage is now a golf course of 
true magnificence. 

What has made this such a success can be summed up 
ecologically as total empathy with nature. Few trees were 
removed, only minimal land movement was considered nec-
essary and - a huge blessing - the land is bone dry minutes 
after any downpour. 

So good fortune to them and the good members of the old 
Sedburgh GC, who shortly transfer to the new course. 

• Think Vertidrain 
hire and you'll 
likely think Brian 
D. Pierson 
(Contractors) Ltd, 
with their fleet of 
'Captains' and 
'Majors'. Now 
Brian has 
appointed Lisa 
Pierson (pictured) 
to take charge of 
the maintenance 
division. With 
ground conditions 
having been so 
difficult recently, 
the service is more 
popular than ever 
and she should be 
a very busy lady. 

The BIGGA recommended minimum salary/wages scale 
The Association has updated its recommended minimum 
salary/wages scale, although actual figures remain the sub-
ject of negotiation between the Golf Club and Greenkeep-
ing staff. The quoted rates apply from 1st January 1992. 

18 Holes 
£17,440 pa 

27 Holes 
£19,020 pa 

36 Holes 
£21,290 pa 

£13,715 pa £15,345 pa 

£209.30 pw 

£196.70 pw 

£209.30 pw 

£196.70 pw 

Course Manager/ 
Head Greenkeeper 

Deputy Course Manager/ £12,590 pa 
Deputy Head Greenkeeper 
First Assistant £209.30 pw 
Assistant Greenkeeper £196.70 pw 

Apprentice Greenkeeper (All Courses) Age 16/17 - £98.35 pw; Age 
18 - £122.95 pw; Age 19 - £147.55 pw; Age 20 - £172.15 pw; 
Age 21+- £196.70 pw. 
NB: Where appropriate these rates should be increased 
to reflect Regional variations up to a maximum of 24% 
in the South East region. 
The First Assistant is a post designed to recognise a third-
in-charge where appropriate to the size of the Club. In 
cases where the First Assistant is the recognised Deputy, 

the appropriate Deputy Course Manager/Deputy Head 
Greenkeeper salary scale should apply. 
NB: Staff in possession of recognised qualifications should 
have this reflected in an addition to basic salary. 

• Basic conditions of employment should include: 
1. Where accommodation is provided by the Club, it 

should be rent free with heating/lighting costs borne by 
the Club. The Club should compensate for Poll Tax 
liability. 

2. Where accommodation is not provided by the Club, a 
suitable remuneration in addition to the above salary 
should be paid. 

3. 40 hour week. 
4. Retirement Pension Scheme. 
5. Telephone costs on Club business. 
6. Mileage allowance. 
7. Time off to attend lectures, demonstrations, BIGGA 

functions and tournaments. 
8. If not salaried, basic overtime to be paid at time and a 

half, with double time on Sundays and Statutory 
Holidays. 

BIGGA % % 



GTC APPROVED COLLEGES 

The art of greenkeeping, according to ROBERT TAYLOR, 

relies on a dedicated approach to work - and with green 

issues a top priority, now much more than ever before 

It is estimated there are in the region of 2,100 golf courses 

established or being established throughout Great Britain, 
amounting to over 120,000 hectares of land. The terrain 
and vegetation classifications on which such golf courses are 
situated varies from heathland/moorland, parkland (pre-
dominantly broad-leaved or coniferous woodland and grass-
lands) through to the sand dunes and slacks of maritime or 
links courses. 

It is also estimated that only two to three hectares of the 
course - ie. the putting and teeing areas - are or should be 
intensively managed. The fairways, excluding carry but 
including the greens collars, surrounds and bunkers etc., 
may total up to 17 hectares leaving up to 40 hectares (on an 
average course) which can be divided between deep rough, 
semi rough and the fairway carries. Indeed, the deep rough 
alone may occupy up to 40% of the total land, depending 
upon the course standard. Thus, working on the lowest fig-
ures, up to 42,000 hectares of rough is represented within 
the nation's golf resource. 

Small wonder, therefore, that where very little time and 
resource is given to this land criticisms highlighting the 'self-
ish use' are resulting in harm to the sport, especially where 
planning applications for further development are submitted. 
Definitions 

The concept of rough and the need for its management 
are not always immediately understood. In the rules of golf 
the term 'rough' is not specifically defined but is included in 
'through the green'. The latter is taken to include fairways. 

Ideally the rough and the management thereof should 
include all the areas of the course surrounding the green, 
tee and fairway of each hole. Any rough management pro-
gramme should consider the range of vegetation associa-
tions such as the various forms of grassland, the woodlands, 
copses and shelter screens, the heath (or heather dominated 
communities) and the water features including ponds, lakes, 
dykes and drainage ditches. 

Ecological management of the golf course should not be 
thought of strictly as 'rough management'. The fairways, 
bunker moundings and surrounds situated on suitable nutri-
ent poor soil types may often be included. Indeed several 
have been designated with the status of Site of Special Sci-
entific Interest (SSSI), and may be severely damaged by 
insensitive management operations. Incorrect management 
can lead to a fairly rapid change in the species composition 
and the loss of desirable herb and grass species from the 
sward. Such areas would form part of the overall ecological 
management programme. 

Management objectives 
Ideally an initial survey of the course should be under-

taken to determine both the present vegetation associations 
and the type of management necessary to enhance or retain 

and the 
the existing character. Within the survey it may be useful to 
assess the history of the site with respect to possible succes-
sions or the change in vegetation and species abundance. 
This is often helpful in highlighting particular problems 
which can then be addressed. 

A certain amount of expertise is required when evaluating 
a particular golf course site. On a heathland course, for 
example, it would be wrong to encourage management 
toward great species diversity. The development for diver-
sity for its own sake is rarely a wise conservation goal and is 
certainly inappropriate on heathland. Diversity here would 
invariably result in the reduction of those characteristics and 
species of greatest importance. It is important that the 
appraisal be carried out by a competent ecologist experi-
enced in the game of golf, one sympathetic to the needs and 
priorities of the sport. 

The data and results obtained from such a site inspection 
should be drawn together and encompassed in a 'Plan of 
Action' for the course. Such a document should outline an 
appropriate management strategy taking into account all 
areas of the course and the varying habitat types present. 
The plan must consider the requirements of golf (the strat-
egy and character of each hole) and the ecological needs in 

REASEHEATH COLLEGE 
HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN GREENKEEPING 

As a result of demands from within the industry, 
Reaseheath in co-operation with Harper Adams will be 

offering a BTEC HND in Greenkeeping 
from September 1992. 

For further details about this exciting programme contact 
Cheshire College of Agriculture, Reaseheath, 
Nantwich, Cheshire. Telephone: 0270 625131. 

Course is subject to BTEC approval. 

Warwickshire College of Agriculture 
offer the following specialist courses in 

GREENKEEPING 
Day-Release over four years leading to CITY AND GUILDS OF 
LONDON INSTITUTE GOLF GREENKEEPING qualifications. 
ADVANCED NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN GREENKEEPING 

(One year, or over two winter periods) 
For further information please contact: 

The Registrar, Warwickshire College of Agriculture, Moreton 
Morrell, Warwick CV35 9BL. Tel: 0926 651367 

f^/À WARWICKSHIRE 
l / . ^ B c o l l e g e ^ 



Burning has limited application on many golf courses 

greenkeeper 
order to ensure the continued survival of common and 
scarce species present. The plan must offer a practical and 
workable strategy, giving due consideration to the financial 
and labour resources of the Club and the availability of 
machinery to undertake many of the operations that may be 
recommended. It may be that expensive machinery is 
required for certain operations and this may involve either 
hire or outright purchase. 

Timing of such work is in many cases critical on a golf 
course, complicated perhaps by a range of other pending 
priorities with which the greenkeeper is faced. Also integral 
with the timing is the actual phasing of such works. Much 
will depend on the amount of work to be carried out, but 
splitting the work up over several years does minimise 
course disturbance. Similarly, working one area of the 
course at a time will result in less disturbance than an 
approach where work is scattered around the course. Phas-
ing the work over discreet areas will indirectly have certain 
ecological benefits, by maintaining a series of different habi-
tats which are all at different stages in their life cycle. 

Management 
It is not feasible in an article of this length to discuss in 

depth the management of all habitat types encountered by 
the greenkeeper on his course. I have therefore concen-
trated my efforts to exemplify the ground rules for manage-
ment on just one major habitat type, that of heathlands. 
Future articles will discuss the ground rules for manage-
ment of woodlands and grassland, as encountered on park-
land and downland courses, and the very exposed coastal 
maritime or links courses. 
Heathlands: Although heathland courses have a strong air 
of wilderness about them - giving a serious impression of 
naturalness - they are in fact totally 'man-made'. Evidence 
from pollen analyses suggests they were once wooded and 
were cleared in the Bronze age in respect of the continuing 
population expansions that were then occurring. Heathlands 
tend to be caught in an aggressive process of tree/scrub re-
invasion and reversion back to original woodland condition. 
Constant management, ie. grazing and fodder harvesting 

etc., has largely maintained the heath condition, though on 
golf courses traditional processes have ceased to such an 
extent that the spread of bracken, rhododendron, birch and 
pine scrub are all altering the character of the heathland 
course. The scale of the task on many courses is so substan-
tial that a phased programme of reinstatement and restora-
tion over several years should be considered. 

It would be sensible at the outset to concentrate manage-
ment in those areas of new scrub colonisation, in order to 
avert the need for more expensive action at a later stage. 
Clearance of both pine and birch is a physical process which 
due to past neglect may involve a large labour input. Fol-
lowing physical lifting, all cut material should be removed 
from the site to prevent any return of nutrients to the soil. 
Birch stumps remaining should be treated with an approved 
herbicide to prevent their re-growth. 

Rhododendron is a very invasive component of many 
heathland courses and is best removed by winching (espe-
cially on sandy soils) or by cutting and chemical treatment. 
Cut stumps should be drilled and filled with an approved 
herbicide. 

Bracken eradication is timing dependent, with Asulam 
sprayed over the young, dry fonds in mid July to mid 
August being possibly the most efficient technique. If 
applied correctly in dry conditions, allowing 36 hours 
between rainy spells and where wind speeds are between 1-
3, underlying heather should not be adversely affected. 

Heather, normally the dominant species on the heathland 
courses, is often sadly neglected and is therefore usually old 
and beyond its capacity to regenerate vegetatively, or is 
being outcompeted by more aggressive grass species. Man-
agement to reinstate areas where the heather has become 
very 'leggy' will involve cutting the sward to ground level 
and removing the arisings and litter. A heavy duty flail/scar-
ification machine should be employed to remove surface 
debris without passing too deeply into the surface, bearing 
in mind that regeneration at this stage is almost entirely 
dependent upon the buried seed bank. 

In younger swards the heather should be periodically cut 
to maintain the desired height, keeping the plants in the 
building phase of their life cycle, which in turn will encour-
age basal tillering and maintain a strong and dense sward. 
Suitable machinery to employ would be a forage harvester 
or a heavy-duty vertical flail with collecting hopper. In a 
recent series of heather trials conducted by the STRI we 
used an Amazone Groundkeeper, which proved to be most 
satisfactory. 

Burning is an option, but has a fairly restricted application 
on the golf course. Much depends on a fast burn at an 
appropriate temperature, with these conditions being quite 
exacting and difficult to achieve. Should you consider this 
option it is ideally carried out in February, with the action 
becoming unlawful after the end of March. 

Cutting management is best undertaken between Novem-
ber and March, preferably after seed set, but not in adverse 
weather conditions. Competition from productive grass 
species is a problem, particularly on those courses lying on 
dry nutrient poor sand and still recovering from the 
onslaught of the previous two years of drought. In such 
cases grass invasion should be controlled through an inte-
grated programme of scarification and selective herbicide 
treatment, though it should be noted that the scarification 
procedure may temporarily inhibit the heather, but this 
should recover with the passage of time. 
Conclusion 

Greenkeeping in the 1990s is both an exacting science 
and an art. Understanding the management ground rules 
for putting and teeing surfaces requires a very dedicated 
specialism - as we progress into an era where environmen-
tal conservation is taking an overriding precedence in our 
societies sociology. Then the specialism of rough manage-
ment will increasingly present itself to the greenkeeper, his 
workforce and to the Club as a whole. The STRI is now, 
through its research and consultancy services, heavily com-
mitted to the restoration of heathland courses and wel-
comes requests for advice and guidance. 

• The author, Robert 

Taylor, is an ecologist 

with the Sports Turf 

Research Institute. He 

will be addressing the 

subjects of 

Environmental 

Considerations in New 

Course Design and 

The Ecological 

Management of a Golf 

Course as part of a 

series of STRI 

seminars, scheduled 

between November 

and February at 

various locations 

throughout the 

country. 



Send for 

Tim 

These easy-selection full colour 
guides to the finest sports and 
amenity grass seed ranges are the 
latest addition to the Johnsons 
'J Team'. Covering sport and 
amenity mixtures, landscaping, 
reclamation mixtures, wild flowers, 
turf production and golf courses 
they give step-by-step information 
on choosing the right mixture for the 
right usage at the right time. 

Get the 'J Team' working for you -
send now! 

ohnsonsSeeds 
Unsurpassable for everything grassable. 

W. W. Johnson and Son Ltd. Boston, Lines 
Tel: (0205) 365051 Fax: (0205) 310148 

RECRUITMENT 

DISLEY GOLF CLUB LTD 
invite applications for the post of: 

DEPUTY HEAD GREENKEEPER 
To join an established team. To deputise for 
Head Greenkeeper when required. 
Practical knowledge and work experience of 
golf course maintenance, machinery, together 
with appropriate qualifications is essential. 
Salary by negotiation depending on age and 
experience. 

No accommodation available. 
Write with full CV to: 

The Secretary, Disley Golf Club Ltd, Stanley Hall Lane, 
Disley, Stockport, Cheshire SK12 2JX 

Guildford Golf Club 
requires an experienced 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

No accommodation. Salary negotiable. 

Apply in writing to: 
Guildford Golf Club 

High Path Road, Merrow, Guildford, 
Surrey GUI 2HL 
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Manufacturers & Suppliers of 
Golf Course and Driving Range Equipment. 

Practice Mats to Ball Collectors. 

Hole Cups to Tee Markers. 

The Complete Range 

Send for Catalogue 

PATTISSON & CO LTD 
342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds LU4 8NU 

Tel: 0582 597262. Fax: 0582 505241 

GCPA 
Golf Club Purchasing Association 

The GCPA provides a very 
effective method with 

PROVEN IMPACT 
to sell your goods or 

services to Golf Clubs. 

The equivalent cost per 
club can be lower than the 
price of a postage stamp. 

For more information 
telephone 

0420 587 346 

More RECRUITMENT on Page 35 



Gordon Bennington suggests some useful tips to take your watering system into winter 

Winter water shutdown 
The summer has gone, the irri-

gation system no longer 
needed. Will you forget it? Proba-
bly, but you shouldn't! The system 
has cost valuable Club funds to 
install and maintain and is a vital 
management tool every year, dry 
or not so dry. 

If we ignore the system now, the 
Club will inevitably spend more on 
maintenance next year. If the sys-
tem is properly wintered down and 
checked through, such action will 
limit future expenditure on mainte-
nance and it will be there waiting, 
fully operational when we need it 
next spring! 

What work should we, as respon-
sible greenkeepers, arrange to be 
done now and throughout the win-
ter to ensure we start next season 
with a fully operational and satis-
factory scheme? 

Storage facility, controller and 
control cable, pipeline, solenoids 
and sprinklers - all require atten-
tion; and the main points to look 
for are as follows: 
Storage: If your storage is an 
above ground galvanised, fibreglass 
or polyethylene type, close off the 
water supply whilst making sure to 
drain the supply line back to a posi-
tion where it will not freeze, or 
ensure it has been adequately 
lagged. Unless the tank is used as a 
fire fighting water supply, drain it 
and take the opportunity of remov-
ing any silt or debris which may 
have accumulated. Check the liner 
and waterproof seams and joints 
for condition. If they are in anyway 
suspect, make arrangements to 
have them attended to. 

If your water supply is a river or 
lake, make sure you remove the 
suction pipe from the water. This 
will prevent it from freezing, possi-
bly even being washed away, and 
will reduce deterioration to the 
suction pipe itself. 
Pump station: Check that the 
pumphouse is safe and vandalproof 
for the winter. Mindless persons 
can often cause more damage than 
the worst frost or lightning strike. 
All types of pumps used in golf 
course irrigation need draining 
down if there is the slightest risk of 
frost. Pump castings do not tolerate 
water being frozen within them 
and can possibly crack. 

Pumps and motors should be 
checked for performance and wear 
and the greenkeeper should 
request an annual check from his 
irrigation equipment supplier. Do 
this now rather than later, when 
every other client will be looking 
for urgent attention. 

A typical solenoid coil which could 
eventually break down pulling too 
much current 

Did the pump seem to be work-
ing as it should? Have any of your 
staff mentioned a drop-off in pump 
performance? If so, mention this to 
the pump engineer, as it could help 
him to locate the particular prob-
lem more quickly. Always isolate 
the electricity to the pumps, open 
all valves and give them a turn 
from time to time during the win-
ter. 
Controllers: We often forget these 
essential devices. First, should we 
switch the controller off? Some 
manufacturers would prefer to 
leave the controllers powered to 
ensure there is no long-term dam-
age due to condensation etc., even 
if the pumphouse is heated. It may 
help to remove any fuses fitted to 
the course wiring to minimise any 
possible lightning damage due to 
winter storms. If the pumphouse 
itself needs attention in order to 
prevent rainwater finding its way 
to the controller and the electrics in 
general - do something about it 
now. 
On course electric cable: Have 
the course low voltage electrics 
checked out by your supplier for 
current leakage when he carries 
out any other work during the win-
ter, unless your system provides 
you with a status report. 
Pipelines: One of the jobs we 
know we need to do, know we 
should do and often leave too late, 
is to open the drain valves and 
release the water from the pipeline 
system. Let as much water out as 
possible, then close the valves to 
approximately 1/4" (6mm) open-
ing. This will prevent our rodent 
friends from using the drained pipe 
as a winter home - a favourite 
place for many. 

Make a note of the points across 
the course where you have noticed 

leaks during the season and plan to 
do something about them now, not 
later when the lines are drained 
down. If you have any doubt that 
the pipeline is not fully drained in 
places where it may be exposed, 
ensure it is properly lagged against 
frost damage. 
Solenoid valves and sprinklers: If 
you had operational problems dur-
ing the season with solenoids or 
sprinklers, arrange to resolve them 
now. Diaphragms in solenoids will 
eventually fatigue and require 
replacing, coils and coil pins can 
wear, with coils drawing too much 
current and coil pin not seating 
correctly. Have the coils checked by 
your supplier at the same time as 
he is checking the course wiring as 
this can often be a single operation. 

Sprinkler seals may have become 
worn and be leaking. Remove the 
sprinkler inserts and replace the 
seals, checking the springs at the 
same time, whilst cleaning the 
trash filters and checking the noz-
zles for excessive wear. Make sure 
the pop-up drain holes are clear. 
Hoses: If you use auxiliary hand 

watering or sprinkler feed hoses, 
remember that they also should be 
drained out, coiled up and placed 
in a dry, preferably dark, location. 
You may need one during the win-
ter and when you do it could be 
full of ice, hidden under grass and 
knotted up into the bargain. 
In summary: Do not forget the sys-
tem. Do the checks now and plan 
the repairs and maintenance 
through the winter. If you are plan-
ning improvements, talk to your 
suppliers immediately and negoti-
ate your plans early. If you choose 
not to assess the state of your irri-
gation system as suggested, be sure 
to add a significant increase to 
your maintenance budget for 1992. 
You will certainly need it! 
• The author, Gordon Bennington, is 

General Manager of the Rainbird 

Division of Wright Rain Limited. 

• Readers should note that a two day 

BIGGA education workshop on 

irrigation will be presented at The Old 

Swan Hotel, Harrogate, on January 

20th and 21st 1992, presented by 

Robin Hume of the British Turf and 

Landscape Irrigation Association. 

North Staffs Irrigation Co. 
IVY MILL, LONGTON ROAD, STONE, STAFFORDSHIRE 

Rain is like a policeman - never there 

when needed. We can change all that. 

We can make it rain on your golf course 

at the touch of a button. We can 

arrange for your course to be watered 

at night when conditions are just perfect, or when you 

need to apply fertilizer or top dressing or indeed at any 

time to suit you. 

Our name is somewhat longer than the Almighty and we 

have not been in the business quite as long, but we are 

very good at it and very reliable. 

We are: 

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION COMPANY 

Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone, Staffordshire ST15 8TB. 

Telephone: 0785 812706 

Fax: 0782 395734 



Flying Divots An appreciation of what is not a lways appreciated 

At the root of the problem 
• A m u s i n g p e r h a p s , but there was a serious side to the 
tale retold regarding a contractor hollow coring greens. The 
Club secretary wandered out to watch, picked up a couple 
of the 5" cores and remarked: 'my, what wonderful root 
growth we have here'... the cores being 5" of solid thatch! 'I 
didn't have the courage to tell him the truth', said the con-
tractor, 'he's a pompous man with long-held prejudiced 
opinions and doesn't take kindly to having them dented 
with reality!' 
• J u s t a l o a d of h o t a i r . . . that's all it takes to get air-
borne; and so with great trepidation, both Billy Martin and 
your editor gathered at Wildwood recently for his winning 
flight after the launching of the RFE Turf Machinery Ltd golf 
ball shaped hot-air balloon. Sadly the weather turned sour 
and the launch was postponed, so we'll have to wait to 
report on the exploits of 'those magnificent men in their fly-
ing machines'. In the meantime, I can report that Wildwood 
is shaping up magnificently (with a fabulous opening hole) 
and that our old friend and course consultant, Jack McMil-
lan, is generous in his praise for its magnitude and progress, 
with play scheduled to begin in 1993. 
• F o l l o w i n g t h e u l t r a - c r i t i c a l and in many ways thor-
oughly justified comments made on the condition of the 
greens at Royal Birkdale, the stage whisper going the 
rounds is that the Club asked a 'second opinion' from none 
other than Arnold Palmer (or his American agronomist) to 
advise on possible remedial action, the too simple answer 
opined being 're-build to USGA spec'! Whilst appreciating 
that action is necessary - nay essential - one cannot help 

• I was amused to 
read in 'The 
Independent' that 
China have 
announced they 
invented golf - well , 
the remotely similar 
10th century game 
of chiuwan - and 
now go one better 
by claiming, on the 
500th anniversary 
eve of Columbus's 
first landing, to have 
discovered America! 
Next month, they 
discover the wheel, 
followed by the 
lawn mower and the 
internal combustion 
engine! 

question the thinking behind 
appointing an American, great 
player though he may be, to com-
ment on conditions that are essen-
tially British in terms of turf 
species, lovely sandy ground con-
ditions and climate. Further, such 
action must be seen as a snub for 
the STRI, who have worked 
closely with the Club and whose 
agronomists have for decades been appointed by the R&A to 
advise on such Championship courses. I also learn that the 
R&A have now issued an edict advising that any Club not 
following advice from the Championship appointed 
agronomist to the letter will be in danger of losing their 
place on the Championship roster. 
• N i g h t - t i m e go l f came to Aldwark Manor, demon-
strated for the first time in the north to an invited audience, 
who saw the chemically illuminated golf balls struck, with 
various plastic covered lights of a similar nature used to aid 
the golfers sight. 

Initially the reaction was 'well, it's been a bit of fun', but 
greenkeepers are reported far from happy with this import 
from America. The reason? We have 12 or more hours of 
golf during summer and everyone knows the problems of 
overplaying and compaction. Added to this is the problem 
of footprinting on delicate and perhaps frosted greens and, 
of course, divot replacement. Overall impression? A bit gim-
micky and not for the serious golfer. 

WESSEX Sweeper Collectors 
W W k W h i J m Collect leaves, grass clippings and litter from turf or hard surfaces. 

The Wessex Sweeper is PTO Driven, has a 
big hopper which can be tipped from the tractor 

seat, and is designed to sweep clean even on 
undulating ground. 

4ft & 6ft versions for tractors from 15hp 

WESSEX FARM MACHINERY SALES CO. 
Trading Estate, Oakhanger Road, 
Bordon, Hampshire, GU35 9HH. 

Telephone 0420 478111 

Optional 
gulley brush 
attachment 
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CUCKMERE VALLEY TURF FARMS 
TRUCK MOUNTED FORK LIFT SERVICE 
SPECIALISTS IN QUALITY TURF FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
• W I D E SELECTION OF GRADES AVAILABLE FROM ECONOMY T O B O W L I N G GREEN TURF 
• COMMERCIAL C O N T R A C T UNDERTAKEN 
• LARGE ORDER DISCOUNTS 
• DELIVERY OR COLLECTION 
• RELIABLE PROMPT SERVICE 
• ASK OUR KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF FOR ADVICE 

ALFRISTON (0323) 870773 
C O M M O N L A N E , B E R W I C K , P O L E G A T E , E. S U S S E X . FAX: (0323) 870285 



International 
Editorial Comment 

Almost one month on from the Ryder Cup and I'm still 
being quizzed by all who caught a fleeting glimpse of 

me on TV, squatting within feet of poor Bernhard and in 
direct line of that single breaking putt that slid silently 
right... 

Was it that difficult? I imagine only the immortal Bobby 
Jones may have known such intense pressure in eventually 
winning the Impregnable Quadrilateral (The Amateur and 
Open Championships of both Great Britain and the USA in 
one glorious year - 1930). Please believe me, Bernhard 
Langer, having played so courageously down the stretch, 
was our hero. 

I am an emotional man, known to weep at weddings and 
much stirred by patriotic fervour. As a mere onlooker I 
could taste that pressure, easily cut it with a blunt knife, feel 
it tingling in every limb, for this was golf played for the 
glory of nations in a steaming pressure cooker. That alone is 
what made The Ocean a difficult course and one can only 
vaguely imagine how both teams agonised. 

Millions of words have been written and spoken about 
The Ocean, though somewhat less about it being too tough; 
and it has been an interesting exercise to listen to those who 
saw the matches on TV, for almost to a man they criticise a 
course that I did not see. Perhaps tour professionals have 
become too accustomed to thrashing a driver 250 or more 
yards down every manicured fairway and playing short 
pitch shots to holding greens. Perhaps they have been 
spoiled by over simplicity. The Ocean that I witnessed gave 
nothing to such cavalier play, rather it demanded the 
utmost care of the finest players in the world - in every 
department of their armoury and including a resurrection of 
the ground game. 

No doubt the cameras foreshortened and distorted, no 
doubt the commentators spoke of unkind bump or run, 
faster than average green speeds, fiendish pin placements 
and acres of sand reminiscent of a Pine Valley dropped by 
the shore, not to mention the niggling wee scraps of games-
manship that were almost inevitable; but these were noth-
ing compared to the choking band of steel round the chest 
atmosphere that grips the heart, a pressure prevailing from 
the very first tee shot to that last agonisingly cruel putt. This 
was what I saw at The Ocean and I left each day in awe and 
admiration of those who had battled upon its acres, whilst 
applauding Pete Dye's breathtaking and cleverly conceived 
jewel hugging Carolina's shores. 

Great courses are not made overnight - certainly not great 
links courses - and ultimately the place taken by The Ocean 
will not be decided by golf writers or TV commentators. 
Rather it will come from those golfers competing for five 
bucks a hole from the very playable white tees at 6245 yards 
or red at 5327, who play it once and come back again and 
again for more - a blessed and beguiling touch of Scotland 
in South Carolina, with the added measure of sunshine. 

Walking the course each day, sucking in the atmosphere 
and delighting in seeing so many European supporters 
(who, incidentally, demonstrated patriotic pride without a 
hint of malice and matched the good humoured Americans 
shot for shot and cheer for cheer), my eyes lit up when I 
finally found The Belfry Course Manager, Derek Ganning, 
B.E.M., amongst the hordes, pleased to see him looking so 
relaxed and making good professional use of his time in 
observing all the little niceties and nuances that Kiawah 
Island offered. I was surprised, however, to discover that far 
from being an invited and honoured guest, Derek had taken 
time from his holiday allowance and paid his own flight, car 
rental and hotel costs in order to attend. Lest it may have 
escaped the attention of the organising powers on this side 

An atmosphere 
to grip the heart 

of 'the pond', Derek is the man on whose shoulders the ulti-
mate success of the next Ryder Cup course depends! 

And as the Ryder Cup matches again return to The Belfry 
in 1993, Derek will of course be prepared and no doubt 
eager to match the best that America could produce - a 
magnificent feast of a course which in my view is a tough 
act to follow - and our European players will have had time 
to perhaps ease the hurt they must feel at this moment. In 
the same vein, America should savour their triumph now 
and remember how tough this victory was to achieve. 

Returning to these shores and sharing in my own way the 
burden of Europe's defeat, I was instantly cheered to meet 
up at long last with a man I have long admired, ex-Ryder 
Cup player, Sam King, now in his 81st year, as sharp as ever 
and possessed of a biting wit that holds one spellbound. 
With total recall of events that took place over 50 years ago 
(he was the only British player to win in the Ryder Cup of 
'47, beating Herman Reiser by 4 and 3), and happy to remi-
nisce over his many Open Championships, in which he holds 
something of a record by never winning whilst finishing in 
the top ten no less than nine times, I asked him what he 
thought of the drama recently unfolded at Kiawah. 'It was 
the most exciting ever', he replied, 'and I enjoyed it far more 
because it was played on an exacting course with a testing 
breeze. The Ocean, in my opinion, was just perfect for 
match play. No doubt when they play at The Belfry in two 
years they'll be putting for birdies and eagles on every hole, 
but I personally like to witness 'The Ultimate Matchplay' on 
totally demanding courses, those where a player must think 
about every shot and fabricate quite a few. I'd like to see it 
played there again and again'. 

The wisdom of age and experience was never more pro-
found, this from a man who won the princely sum of just 
£40 for third place in The Open at St Andrews in 1939; and 
who, one sensed, would have loved to play once again for 
his country at Kiawah, heart pounding and all. 

D A V I D W H I T E 
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL November 1991 13 

Called to the bar... 

David White, left, with 

ex-Ryder Cup player 

Sam King 



ICI Premier Greenkeeper 
of the Year awards And then 

there were 
The strength of guidance and support given to BIGGA 

members by ICI Professional Products - in both sporting 
and educational programmes - must be seen in all quarters 
as richly rewarding, demonstrated first by the truly fantastic 
ICI sponsored National Tournament and followed now by 
the quality of entry for this year's ICI Premier Greenkeeper 
of The Year awards. 

Those greenkeepers who have faith in their own ability to 
rise beyond the norm - and there are more and more pro-
fessionals who think in that fashion - supported the compe-
tition with great gusto and in greater numbers than 
hitherto, first by completing a short but testing examination 
paper and following this with an essay on a pertinent green-
keeping subject. 

A natural process of elimination followed, with the five 
chosen finalists having being inspected by experts from both 
BIGGA and ICI at their place of work - on the field of 
action, so to speak - before finally reaching the nerve 
wracking final hurdle. This will be an interview to be held 
next month before a select panel of judges at Aldwark 
Manor, BIGGA's national headquarters. 

Quite apart from the natural kudos gained in just reach-
ing the final stretch, one proud greenkeeper will be chosen 
as ICI Premier Greenkeeper and join the BIGGA trip to the 
GCSAA Exhibition and Conference in America's New 
Orleans, in February 1992. The runner-up will receive a 
weekend for two in the 'Big City', with tickets for a major 
golf tournament and a West End show, with third place tak-
ing a relaxing weekend for two at Aldwark Manor, includ-
ing golf and theatre tickets. All wonderful prizes. 

THE CANDIDATES 

RICHARD BARKER 
Richard is a most popular and highly visible figure at all BIGGA 

functions, being Chairman of the East Midlands section, a regular 
trophy winner at both BIGGA and Leicester County golf events and 
a staunch supporter of greenkeeper education. Above all, he's a sup-
porter with a solid background, having attended both Askham 
Bryan College and Elmwood College for Management and Supervi-
sory studies - finishing up Top Student at Elmwood. 

He's 27, still single, and is head greenkeeper at Kirby Muxloe Golf 
Club, a delightful parkland course on 150 acres with four green 
staff, where he's held the post for nearly four years. Quite apart 
from the day to day running of Kirby Muxloe, Richard has been 
involved in constructing three new Hawtree designed holes and has 
thoroughly enjoyed this exposure to another side of his career pro-
gression. He's a world traveller, taking note of the best that other 
countries have to offer and successfully attempting to integrate such 
techniques into his own course in his efforts to keep all of his mem-
bers happy all of the time! 

L A U R E N C E PITHIE 
It's difficult to know where to start with Laurence, for his profile 

is on an all time high following his election as the first ever Master 
Greenkeeper this year. He was winner of the National Greenkeeper 
and Groundsman of The Year in '83 and '87, regional winner in '88 
and holds the Course Managers Gold Diploma. He's a speaker at 
seminars and conferences, a student of foreign languages, and the 
compiler of a slide library on golf course management, culled from 
his many journeys to courses around the world. 

Laurence, born in 1952, began as an apprentice in his native Scot-
land at Bruntsfield Links before moving to Mortonhall as deputy 
head greenkeeper, whilst following the time honoured pattern of 
college education at Elmwood. This was followed in '73 by a move 
to head greenkeeper status at Sandiway in Cheshire. His current 
courses, 36 holes of downland delight on a limestone plateau at 
Minchinhampton, have been his great challenge since 1981 and it is 
here that he lives with his family. 
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A R N E van 
A M E R O N G E N 

Not content with nurturing 36 holes at Minchinhampton, he acts 
as a consultant for two other Clubs, plays to a handicap of 8, writes 
articles and has the ambition to write a full length book on course 
management from a practical viewpoint. 

TIMOTHY McCREADIE 
Tim is yet another of those greenkeepers who link fine play in the 

field of golfing competition - he's a grand player and was once a 
qualified member of the PGA - with the skills and determination to 
maintain absolutely first rate playing conditions on his own course. 
Recently at Hesketh, a qualifying course for Open Championship 
entry, he's been a head greenkeeper for some nine years at both 
Hesketh and Stourbridge, both truly bonny and challenging courses 
of high repute. Having worked on a variety of different courses, 
links, heathland and parkland, he is well versed in such diverse 
activities as major drainage installations and thatch eradication. 

Unlike others with an eye for the glittering prize of professional 
golf, 37 year old Tim made the wise decision to study for his chosen 
career at the Reaseheath College, with the highlight coming when 
he was elected Top Student in his final Phase III year. 

Now his sights are set on moving to a new development - one 
where top class specifications are written in stone and strictly fol-
lowed to the letter - in order that he may combine his course main-
tenance skills with the empathy he has for nature conservancy and 
wild flower preservation. Tim lives with his family in the golfing 
mecca of Southport, where he collects books on greenkeeping 
design and maintenance. 

DAVID WHITAKER 
Ask 30 year old David Whitaker what his premier aim is and he 

will almost certainly wax lyrical on the subject of improving green-
keeper status, a subject on which he holds very firm views. He's of 
the opinion that this will come quicker than many believe, based on 
his premise that better research, education, and personal represen-
tation at both national and Club committee level is now regarded in 
many circles in a much more enlightened manner. 

Perhaps this thinking is in line with his present position, that of 
course manager at the high profile and much discussed Wisley 
course, a new 27 hole Robert Trent Jones Jnr. design in the Surrey 
stockbroker belt, seeded throughout with the 'Penn' cultivar range. 
He's been at Wisley almost since the first sod was turned and has 
the huge task of 'growing-in' and subsequent maintenance of both 
course and grounds - a demanding responsibility. 

Seemingly with a penchant for 'Penn' range grasses, David was 
previously responsible for an equally demanding task in Switzerland 
at the Pete Dye designed Golf Du Domaine Imperial, whilst also act-
ing as a consultant to the prestigious Geneva Golf Club, all heady 
stuff. If all this suggests that his skills lie only with American style 
activities; not so, for over ten years of solid and dependable green-
keeping work in the north of England at both Baildon and Rawdon 
stamp him as a sound all-rounder with skills in every department. 

A R N E van A M E R O N G E N 
With a name like Arne (as in Arnie's Army) you could hardly be 

surprised that this likeable young Dutchman eventually took to 
greenkeeping as a career, though his first sporting love is Judo and 
he is a past champion of the crack Dutch Marine force. What is sur-
prising is that one hailing from the cradle of golf should work in 
Germany and be college trained in Britain. Arne is head green-
keeper with the British Army Golf Club in Sennelager where he 
trains other staff, especially on the intricacies of a computerised irri-
gation system. From early beginnings, training under Englishman 
Bill Garner, Arne moved around whilst working on both heathland 
and parkland courses and became involved with building both tees 
and greens from scratch. He's a model student under Dennis Mor-
tram at Reaseheath in Cheshire and is well forward toward complet-
ing his Greenkeeping and Sportsturf Management examinations. 
One of the new European breed, he is a strong contender for the 
TORO/PGA European Tour Student Greenkeeper award this year 
and is setting his long term goals high. One idea in his mind is that 
he may become a course designer and act as a consultant, with an 
emphasis on machinery, maintenance, budgets and irrigation. 



The future of our great 
profession is within the 
grasp of all these young 
men with a mission...' 

Stars of 
tomorrow 
Elmwood College, in Scotland's golfing heartland of Fife, 

is noted for excellence both as a place of learning and in 
producing greenkeeping professionals, men who then go 
forward to the giddy heights of management at top sporting 
venues. A classic example may be seen within the PGA Euro-
pean Tour itself, with their Director of Agronomy, Bruce 
Jamieson, an outstanding Elmwood 'old boy\ 

Now the college can lay claim to yet another rising star, 
23 year old Brian Story, who is the newly acclaimed 
Toro/PGA European Tour Student Greenkeeper of the Year. 

From a top class field of 13 selected students - hand 
picked as representing the very best by their respective 
Approved Training College tutors - Brian is the man chosen 
amongst his peers to represent BIGGA during the coming 
year, the award being a breathtaking tour of campaign that 
will leave him in no uncertain mind as to the wisdom of 
choosing greenkeeping as a career. 

Consider these glittering prizes: six weeks at the Winter 
School for Turf Grass Managers held at the University of 
Massachusetts, a week at the Toro Irrigation and Technical 
Design Complex at Riverside; California, a further visit to 
the Toro Mower Division Headquarters at Minneapolis, 
together with practical tours of local golf and country clubs. 
Brian's learning curve on the American side of the Atlantic 
will finally end with a week-long visit to the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America Conference and 
Trade Fair in the hugely exciting city of New Orleans. 

If all this isn't enough to make Brian's mind whirl, con-
sider also the meteoric rise he has made in just a few short 
years at Silloth on Solway, his home course. Having made 
the decision to progress to the top via the education route, 
Brian achieved all his Greenkeeping Management learning 
modules with comparative ease and moved forward to take 
further Supervisory modules through Elmwood's highly 
praised Distant Learning Course. 

Impressive noises in the lecture room (Brian's a regular 
award winner at Elmwood prize presentations) suggested 
equally impressive noises in the Club committee room and 
on the strength of his rapid learning curve, coupled with 
solid practical experience over several years, Brian has most 
recently been promoted to Working Course Manager at Sil-
loth on Solway GC. That Silloth is a highly progressive Club 
with an equally progressive course manager is further 
endorsed by the Club's wise decision to disband their green 
committee in favour of a one to one discourse between 
Brian and the green chairman/convener - all highly cred-
itable. 

Now Brian, a practical golf-playing greenkeeper with a 
touch of genius around the course, (handicap two and a 
'capped' Cumbrian County player) is set on achieving Master 
Greenkeeper status and will attend management courses at 
BIGGA headquarters at every given opportunity, this in his 
quest for additional credits to add to his already impressive 
159 total. 

Though the Toro company are principal sponsors of this 
prestigious award, for the past two years they have been 
joined by the PGA European Tour, who as co-sponsors have 
lent substance to the winning circle by taking two runners-
up as part of their own support team to selected professional 
tournaments. This year the lucky twosome were Scotland's 
Alan Morgan (nominated by Oatridge College) and Leeds' 
own John Waite (nominated by Askham Bryan College), 
and these fortunate students will soon be receiving a call to 
arms from the Tour's Director of Agronomy, Bruce 
Jamieson. What Alan and John can anticipate is two of the 
most exciting weeks of their lives, working whilst learning at 
the sharp end of the most exhilarating sector of professional 
golf - The European Tour - with added opportunities to 
meet golfs par busting super-stars. It will be a learning 
experience they will never forget. 

In speaking to the assembled finallists, Peter Roberts, 
General Manager, Toro Irrigation UK Ltd, suggested that the 
future of our great profession was within the grasp of all 
those young men with a mission - the education seekers -
and that they were the stars of tomorrow. Summarising in 
his speech, Michael Williams, Golf Correspondent of The 
Daily Telegraph, opined that all greenkeepers should play 
golf and that golf clubs would be wise to encourage such 
activity. Finally he drew sound applause by stating that in 
the Toro/PGA European Tour Student Greenkeeper of The 
Year awards there were no losers - everyone being a winner 
by just taking part. 

Prize guys: 
Toro/PGA European 
Tour Student 
Greenkeeper of the 
Year Brian Story, 
centre, flanked by 
runners-up John 
Waite, left and Alan 
Morgan 

TORO/PGA EUROPEAN TOUR 

GREENKEEPER 
OF THE 
YEAR 



Canadians maintain Fulford's reputation for tense finishes 

JOHN 
HUNTER 
reports on the 
seventh 
Ransomes 
International 
Greenkeepers 
and 
Superinten-
dents Golf 
Tournament 

1 1 
Final positions 1 

Canada 8 8 points, 
Uni ted Sta tes 87 , 
England 85 , 
Denmark 84 , 
Germany 82 , 
Holland 82 , 
S w e d e n 80 , 
Norway 80 , 
Northern Ireland 
78, Republic off 
I reland 78, 
Scot land 78, 
Wales 78, Finland 
74, Austria 67 , 
Belgium 64. 

Fulford Golf Club in York has seen some great players 
over the years, as the stars of the PGA European Tour 

have competed in the Benson & Hedges Open and Murphy's 
tournaments since 1971. 

There have been some tense and exciting finishes as the 
likes of Nick Faldo, Tony Jacklin, Lee Trevino, Tom Weis-
copf and Ian Woosnam, to name only a handful, have tested 
their skills against the course. 

Fulford maintained its reputation for down to the wire, 
moment of truth finishes in the seventh Ransomes Interna-
tional Greenkeepers and Superintendents Golf Tournament, 
when Canada snatched victory by one point from the United 
States with England third, two further points away. 

What a day and what a finish. Many pundits felt that 
United States were in with a favourite's chance of wresting 
the trophy for the first time, after near misses previously. 

And the Americans had smiles on their faces when they 
went into lunch after the morning round with a one-point 
lead over Canada with England and Germany tied in third 
place, three points adrift. 

That lead came after a superb finish in the morning by the 
American team of Ed Walsh, Roger Null and Frank Maxwell, 
who gathered a marvellous 14 points from the last four 
holes. 

They had four at the 15th, three at the 16th, two at the 
famous 17th (the Bernhard Langer hole where the German 
player had to climb the huge ash tree alongside the green 
during the Benson & Hedges International Open in '81, after 
his iron shot lodged in the fork of the tree) and finally five 
points at the par five final hole. 

Here Walsh, an 11 handicap player from Ridgewood, who 
had a birdie three at the 5th, put his second shot inches 
from the pin to tap in his third and accomplish a rare gross 
eagle, nett albatross. 

The Canadians, twice winners of the competition - at 
Ipswich in 1982 and St Andrews in 1985 - had looked as 
though they were heading for the lead, until the tremendous 
spurt by the Americans. 

The Canadian team of Tom Charters, a six handicap 
player from Weston, Bob Heron, nine handicap from Beacon 
Hall, Doug Meyer, five handicap from Cedarbrook and Rob-
bie Robinson, five handicap from Hidden Lake, ably led by 
team manager Ken Olsvik in addition to wives and support-
ers, were not at all downhearted about the sudden turn of 
events and to prove the point gave away a few lapel badges 
with the Canadian maple leaf to people in the clubhouse 
over lunch. 

England's team of Mike Hughes, five handicap from Edg-
baston, David Wood, eleven handicap from Holtye and 
Mark Diment, fifteen from Knighton Heath backed up by 
team manager Ivor Scoones, who was National Chairman of 
BIGGA in 1990, were well placed at this stage. 

Hughes had played exceptionally well with 14 points 
going out and 14 coming back as well. Diment scored 9 on 
the outward nine holes and 5 coming back. Remarkably, 
Wood didn't score at all, although that was often because 
one of his colleagues obtained the necessary points before it 
was his turn to putt. 

There were some hard-luck stories too at this stage. Scot-
land, who won at Woodbridge three years ago and were 
keen to retain their title, had no luck at all in the morning. 

Elliott Small, head greenkeeper at Tulliallan and an eight 
handicap player, said " We had no gross birdies and no one-

Smiles from the winning Canadian team of Heron, Olsvik (Manager), 

Meyer, Charters and Robinson 

point or four-point holes. They were all twos and threes, 
which is very unusual. We seemed to be seeing borrows 
which weren't there and lipped a lot of holes". 

At the other end of the field, Austria, who had three of the 
longest handicap players with marks of 25, 26 and 27, did 
very well to obtain 34 points when remembering that under 
the rules of the competition, all players had to play off a 
maximum of ten. 

Norway also did well, considering they had earlier wor-
ries, being involved in a crash at Harwich shortly after dis-
embarking and having to hire another car to bring them to 
York. 

And so to the afternoon when conditions were again per-
fect - in stark contrast to high winds the day before and the 
day after the tournament. Could the United States hold on 
to their lead with Canada and England breathing down their 
necks? 

It was neck and neck all the way as Frank Maxwell, who 
had the best round of the day, a one over par 73 in the 
afternoon, leading the American's challenge with 18 points, 
Null gathering 12 and Walsh, superb in the morning with 24 
points, managing only 11 in his second round. 

But the gritty Canadians were not to be denied their hat-
trick as they gained 43 afternoon points to edge home by 
just one point from the Americans (46 and 41), as everyone 
held their breath. 

England improved their score by one point in the after-
noon (42 and 43) while Northern Ireland, The Republic of 
Ireland (who had father and son Jim and Frank Byrne in 
their ranks); Scotland and Wales all, coincidentally, finish-
ing on identical 78 point marks. 

A wonderful end to a wonderful day for the greenkeepers 
from a record 15 countries who competed, three more than 
the previous best. 

As Robert Dodsworth, Ransomes Group Chief Executive, 
said at the closing banquet later: "The comradeship of the 
greenkeepers has been of the highest order and we are very 
proud to be associated with it by sponsoring the event". 

Kevin Miller, captain of the host Club, told the assembly: 
"If you would like to come back in three years time I am 
sure we will be delighted to have you". 

Greenkeepers from the 15 countries, who gave Mark Men-
nell, head greenkeeper of Fulford a standing ovation as a 
mark of tribute to the work of himself and his staff, will cer-
tainly be looking forward to the next time, wherever the 
event is played in 1994, none more than Canada's Bob 
Heron, who has played in five of the seven events so far, 
missing only 1973 and 1979. 



The Greenkeepers' finest hour - a record 

breaking 8-0 victory over their opponents 

in the prestigious Kubota Golf Challenge. 

Report and pictures by DAVID WHITE 

Make no mistake about it, the Kubota Golf Challenge is a 
very important event indeed, the very essence of 

matchplay at the highest level and the ultimate culmination 
of a season of hardened competitive campaigning by golfing 
greenkeepers - a melting pot where the cream rises... 

The Kubota Golf Challenge - originated in 1983 as a 
series of matches between selected national teams from The 
Golf Club Secretaries and our own Association - has devel-
oped and grown in stature and importance with the inclu-
sion of teams culled variously from The Golf Writers 
Association, The Stewards Association, The English Golf 
Union and, for the first time, a team from 
The Golf Foundation. In its nine year history 
the handsome Japanese porcelain Kubota 
Trophy has been won three times by The 
Secretaries and an astounding six times by 
The Greenkeepers, though never in its his-
tory by a more convincing margin than in 
this latest test of man against man. 

You may be sure that our sights were set 
on erasing the bitter taste of a mere third in 
the 1990 event, our 1991 eight man team 
comprised Richard Barker, Barry Holt, 
Graeme MacDonald, Stephen Sullivan, 
Michael Hughes, Don Major, Mark Diment 
and Philip Wentworth; all of whom earned 
selection by winning their respective classes 
in our National Tournament. 

Such is the competitive spirit prevailing in 
our ranks that the team were all in full battle 
order for some essential last minute fine-tun-
ing at The Belfry, notwithstanding a fulsome 
force eight blowing with wind-chill factor to 
match. Full marks especially to Steve Sulli-
van, who had driven 400 miles overnight 
from his Perthshire home to represent his 
profession, such enthusiasm rewarded by 
two great wins, both at five and four! 

Meeting the current Kubota Trophy holders in the semi 
finals, our team held solid against a hand-picked group of 
single figure secretaries and succeeded in trouncing them, 
with a resounding five to two mark in our favour, one game 
being halved. Our two losses, which might well have gone 
the other way, both came at the 18th, first from a heart-
stopping double break putt of twenty five feet from the 
magic wand of secretary Barry Vernon in taking Mike 
Hughes by one, the other being a ding-dong battle which 
went the full distance between the irascible and difficult to 
beat Vic Wood, secretary at Sandiways, and our old friend 
Don Major. No matter; for as a team we were in the final, in 
overdrive, and firing on all eight cylinders! 

Not to be denied the gales again, we were lucky that 'the 
big blow' wasn't also matched with the rains currently 
dumping over the rest of the country, and thus we wrapped-
up well against the chill of the day. Our finalist opponents 
were the English Golf Union, with first blood going to our 
stalwart of several previous Kubota finals, Richard Barker, 
who took scratchman and ex International Les Walker for a 
smooth three and two victory. The tails were up and the 
blood pumping as Barry Holt defeated Roy Lawford by three 
and one, fairly zinging as Graeme MacDonald annihilated 
Dick Bates by eight and six and over the moon when 
Stephen Sullivan crushed Malcolm Unsworth by five and 
four. Half way home and no defeats! 

A further great breakthrough came as Mike Hughes 
defeated Jack Humphries by three and two, followed min-
utes later with Don Major conjuring all his many golfing tal-

ents to slip a two hole victory against Cyril Rose. Then, glory 
be, we had Mark Diment, having a no quarter given head to 
head with Ken Johnson and fairly romped home whilst rev-
elling in his five and four victory. In most events the anchor 
man has a tough task, but this was not the case with 'our' 
Phil Wentworth, who put the lid on a perfect series with a 
dogs licence victory (7 & 6) over Norman Bradford. Eight 
matches played, eight matches won and honour restored! 

Symptomatic of both the severity and importance of these 
bloody battles, one must give much more than lip service to 
the wise choice of The Belfry itself, especially the Brabazon 
course with its famous nail-biting finish over the lake and its 
testing sixth, a narrow enough landing area sandwiched 
between water - which in a force eight is an examination 
paper of the toughest nature. The Brabazon is now so far 
removed from the bitch teeny bopper she once was, having 
blossoming into serene and gorgeous womanhood, and 
quite properly drew unquestioned praise from all who came 
in their attempt to conquer her - an outstanding example of 
dedication and skill by Derek Ganning and his management 
team. Come 1993 and the Ryder Cup, it is comforting to 
know that our man Derek will be ready and set to deliver 
the goods. 

At the award ceremony given that evening, Brian Hurtley, 
Vice President and Director, Kubota (UK) Ltd., praised the 
spirit of good fellowship that prevailed, delighted in wel-
coming the new kids on the block - the Golf Foundation -
and marvelled at the sheer skill and consistency of our glori-
ous greenkeeping team. It was our finest hour. 

From top left: 

Richard Barker, 

Barry Holt, Graeme 

MacDonald, 

Stephen Sullivan. 

Second row, from 

left: Michael 

Hughes, Don Major, 

Mark Diment and 

Philip Wentworth 

The Greenkeepers 
defeated the 
English Golf Union 
by eight matches to 
nil. In third place 
were The 
Secretaries, who 
defeated the Golf 
Foundation by five 
matches to two, 
with one match 

lest hour. halved. 
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Yesterday's skills ... 
tomorrow^ technology 

The reliability and accuracy of an Atterton Grinder is unrivalled, even under the most arduous 
conditions. Simple to use, an Atterton Grinder allows the operator to precision grind every time. 

Models include the proven Express Dual-an innovation from Atterton & Ellis. The first and 
highly successful "in-situ" grinder that will accurately sharpen cylinders still fitted to the mowing 
machine or, alternatively, cylinders may be removed for a full strip down during the less busy 
periods and sharpened just as accurately. 

The "Master", a giant among Grinders - built to a standard that others try to follow and 
capable of grinding larger cylinders on gang mowers. 

Bottom blade grinders include the Anglemaster- a precision grinder that complements both 
The Master and The Express Dual. 

r ^ l ATTERTON & ELLIS LTD 
m J M Manufacturers of Fine Grinders for over 100 years 

Iron Works, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8QH. 
Tel: (0440) 702312 Fax: (0440) 712138 

Professional Grinders for Professional People -
from the people who have been grinding for over 100 years. 
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How preventative care now will pay dividends later. By Hugh Tilley 

The best reason for winter servicing is that you won't 
have time in the spring! But of course there are other 

serious reasons for looking closely at all of your machinery 
before you get into winter proper. One of the most impor-
tant is that it gives you time to present a case (to green 
chairman or secretary) and obtain quotes where replace-
ment or major overhaul is needed - and (hopefully) time to 
select and order. For machinery which is required through-
out the winter a thorough service should maximise reliabil-
ity. For machinery which will not be needed until the next 
growing season, maintenance should be aimed at condition-
ing the equipment so that it can be put back to work in 
spring with minimum delay or stoppages. 

This autumn and winter work usually includes a number 
of different elements and priorities, such as cleaning and 
inspection, routine servicing, preventative maintenance, 
repair and overhaul, and storage. 

Cleaning and inspection 
A thorough clean must be first priority and ideally this 

should be carried out with eyes open and a notepad in hand 
(or chalk on wall etc.) so that \vork to do' can be written 
down - lest you forget. Start cleaning by removing the bulk 
of caked-on grass, mud and the like with a knife, scraper or 

stiff brush - a putty knife or masonry paintbrush are ideal. 
Remove guards and clean behind them, cut away any long 
grass or string left around shafts, empty bins, lockers and 
any recesses in the cab. Having done the 'rough' it is usually 
easier to complete the clean with a hose or pressure washer. 
Oily deposits are best removed with hot detergent or a spe-
cial cleaner such as Gunk - obtainable from motor accessory 
shops. Note any oil leaks before washing for later repair. 

Routine servicing 
If you need to change oils, drain while still hot as this 

gives fastest draining with minimum sediment left behind. 
Fresh oil will provide the best protection when full strength 
inhibitors are included and the engine should be run briefly 
to circulate these mineral properties. Check all oils not just 
for level but also for contamination, particularly with water, 
for water in fuel or hydraulic oil can have expensive conse-
quences. Fill diesel tanks to the brim, for this really does 
minimise condensation in the tank. Make sure that you have 
winter grade diesel fuel - it has an anti-waxing additive to 
prevent freezing. 

Petrol engines will probably need new plugs - but make 
sure that you fit the right length and gap. Check or replace 
leads; for cracked insulation - often unseen - causes «* 21 
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The efficiency of today's highly 
engineered lawn mowers and quality 
of cut can only be maintained with 
correct and accurate grinding of their 
cylinders and blades. 

The leader7 range of grinders not 
only achieves this but offers many 
features unequalled on any other 
machine, making them the ultimate in 
lawn mower grinders. 

At the heart of a leader7 is a solid 
free standing frame with a cast iron 
bed and 2" precision ground guide 
rails that ensures an accuracy of less 
than 0.00.5" in 30 inch in 
straightness, whether grinding insitu 
or out of frame. 

Coupled with this, great emphasis 
has been placed upon operator 
safety with a self contained coolant 

system, fully enclosed canopy that 
reduces noise and dust levels to a 
minimum and safety cut out devises 
that allow the operator to leave the 
machine whilst on automatic 
operation with absolutê confidence. 

For a demonstration and further 
details contact:- Linda Bottomley 

THE LEADERS 

STREAKS AHEAD OF THE COMPETITION 
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Wet Moor Lane, Wath-Upon-Dearne, Rotherham, S63 7LR. Tel: (0709) 873436 Fax: (0709) 878005 
A Ransomes PLC Company 



'Mowers will need resharpening and a 
timetable should be set for this so that 
it is done well before they are required' 

19 many irritating non-starting problems. Clean or replace all filters -
they are a cheap protection. 

As most engines are liquid cooled, this means checking the coolant 
(which is usually a 25%-30% anti-freeze solution) and as this includes 
corrosive inhibitors, it is better than leaving the machinery empty. 

Checking the level is easy, though checking the efficiency of the mix is 
more difficult and needs either a hydrometer (preferred) or testing by 
syphoning some off into a plastic bottle, inserting a steel nail and leaving 
in the freezer. If the nail goes rusty, and/or the liquid freezes, then you 
had better be quick and renew your anti-freeze! 

Grease or oil all lubrication points, which should remove any water 
impelled into bearings etc while washing. Beware, however, of sealed 
bearings, for over enthusiastic application may push the seal out. 

This treatment will protect them during the damp days of winter. Slid-
ing and shiny parts such as coring tines, cutting cylinders and bottom 
blades will benefit from a smear of grease, or better still a coating of a de-
watering or rust protection oil. 

Check that all adjustments are working freely. 
Mowers will need resharpening and a timetable should be set for this so 

that it is done well before they are required - we don't yet know if we 
shall have an early spring. If these are sent away, ensure that the cutting 
edges are protected from rust when they return. Flails and rotary blades 
may not be as critical where rust is concerned, but will still benefit from 
being sharp. 

Such sharpening is a simple DIY task which requires patience if the blade 
is not to be 'blued' and ruined - the old fashioned whetstone is safer. 

Preventative maintenance 
This is 'model advice' seldom acted upon, but if carried out diligently 

can really save time and breakdowns when you are most busy. The secret 
is to look for wear - wear on belts, in bearings, on chain and sprockets, on 
hoses and anywhere else that takes the rub. Loosen each belt and 23 
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150 
GOLF CLUBS! 

...have already been supplied with cockleshell by us for use on their 
paths, including Sunningdale, St Georges, North Hants, Knole Park and 

Gerrards Cross. 

They know how cockleshell... 
...can save time and money 
...doesn't damage mowers 

...always looks clean - especially after rain 
...can be used on all your paths, right up to the edge of the grass 

...can be put directlyonto sand and stays on the surface 

If you didn't know... contact us TODAY for a leaflet and find out how 

you can save up to 17'/2% on our normal prices. 

Deliveries nationwide. 

DEVENISH LTD. 
Suppliers of shell sand and top soil 

60 Hambro Hill, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 8DH 
Tel: 0268 743866/7 

O V E R 

100 
YEARS IN BUSINESS! 
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LET US GIVE YOU THE EDGE 
THESE CLUBS ALREADY HAVE IT! 
O Carnoustie Golf Links 
O Cawdor Golf Club 
O Chirk Castle Golf Course 
O Collingtree Leisure 
O Crompton & Royton Golf Club 
O Delapre Golf Complex 
O Ely City Golf Club 
O Gleneagles Hotel 

• Goring & Streetley 
• Haggs Castle Club 
O Harpenden Golf Club 
O Kinross (Green Hotel) 
O Leek Golf Club 
O Lingfield Park 
O Massereene Golf Club 
• Mere Golf & Country Club 

• Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club 
• Ormonde Fields Golf Club 
O Ponteland Golf Club 
• Royal Ashdown Forest Golf Club 
O Royal Dornoch Golf Club 
• Royal Liverpool Golf Club 
• Rye Golf Club 
• St Andrews 

• Slaley Hall G&C Club 
• South Moore Golf Club 
• Tehidy Park Golf Course 
• Washington Moat House 
• Whitecraigs Golf Club 

42" capacity Mower Cylinder and Bottom Blade Grinding 
Machine. A truly 'precision' grinder, built to last half a cen-

tury. Used and preferred by Professionals. 

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 
"The Juno is an essential piece of 
equipment for any golf course work-
shop." Mr. Alistair Connel, Course Manager, 

Cawder Golf Club. 

"It is the best piece of machinery this 
course has ever invested in, a fine 
machine that I would recommend to 
anyone." Mr. John Bashford, Head Green-

keeper of the Green Hotel Golf Course, The 

Kinross Estate. 

"A quality machine that gives a superb 
finish to our cylinders, and saves 
m o n e y . " Mr. Derek Green, Head Green-

keeper of Royal Liverpool Golf Club. 

Cylinder and Bottom Blade C 
will accommodate every make and 
type of Professional and Domestic 
cutting cylinders and soleplates Sim-
ple to operate, fast changeover from 
cylinder to bottom blade grinding. 

ERIC HUNTER GRINDERS LTD 
HOBSON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BURNOPFIELD, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 
NEI6 6EB. TEL: (0207) 70316 FAX: (0207) 70312 
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Golf Course 
Construction 

New Golf Courses 
Alterations 
Drainage 
Irrigation 
Sand Slitting 

Scaiidor 
British Association of 

LANDSCAPE & SPORTSGROUND CONTRACTORS 

Scandor 
Hensting Lane 
Fishers Pond 
Nr Eastleigh 
Hampshire S 0 5 7HH 
Tel: (0703) 692422 
Fax: (0703)601555 

Sports surface 
technology 

• W I N T E R TEES. Sand filled 
artificial grass with shock pad and 
f r ame . Replaceable dr iving 
inserts. Spacious tees at 
competit ive prices. 

• G O L F D R I V I N G RANGES. T o p 
quality dr iving mats. Best 
available - best prices. 

• SPECIALISTS IN D R I V I N G 
RANGE SURFACES AND ALL 
E Q U I P M E N T . 

• A L L - W E A T H E R P U T T I N G 
SURFACES. 

• D R I V I N G BAYS FOR CLUB & 
HOME. Comple te f r a m e and net 
enclosures. 

Artificial sports surfaces and 
associated equ ipment for a complete 
range of sport ing and leisure 
activities. AD 
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V E R D E 

S P O R T S 

L I M I T E D 

COWLING MILL, 
COWLING BROW, 

CHORLEY, 
LANCASHIRE. 

TEL: 02572 69069 
FAX: 02572 61064 

PLEASE CALL 
FOR FREE 

SAMPLES AND 
INFORMATION 

YOUR FAVOURITE 
WOOD ON THE COURSE 
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W E A R E L I S T E D I M T H 

Lister outdoor furniture is made 

from solid hardwood, the obvious 

choice for golf courses where 

quality and comfort are expected 

to be well above par. Built by crafts-

men, the Warwick Seat and Chair, 

the Mendip and Boulevard Seats 

and matching Lister Litterbins have 

been designed in solid hardwood to 

complement their surroundings, 

mature elegantly with age and yet 

fit the most modest budget. 

And there's no better place to 

watch the birdies from. 

For a discussion or free brochure 

(0323)840771 
o r , - ( 0323 )440109 

Green Brothers (Geebro) Ltd 

Hailsham BN27 3DT 
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Safety First 

• Handles Equipment up to 500kg • Easy to use 

• Safety Lock • Choice of working height 

• Robust Construction 

SISIS Pneumate pneumatic work tables have been designed to assist 
those who repair and maintain grass cutting equipment, compact 
tractors, ATVs and all other maintenance machinery. 

For fully illustrated details or a demonstration, write to: 

Shoresclough Works, Hulley Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 2LZ 
Telephone: 0625 503030 Fax: 427426 



'Getting an estimate in writing can save later dispute. 
Leaving work open-ended is like writing an open cheque' 

21 chain and check the bearings. Rollers chains should 
have every link free, every roller present and minimum lat-
eral 'bend'. If replacement is fairly quick and easy - as with 
chains and belts - it may be sufficient to put the new part 
into stock ready for the fateful day. Bearings should always 
be replaced if they are the least bit suspect as they deterio-
rate rapidly and can be difficult to change in a hurry with-
out special pullers. 

Hoses are liable to 'go' with little warning and inspection 
for chafing, severe kinks, missing fastenings or damaged 
unions will help pre-empt future problems and perhaps an 
embarrassing leak on a green. Guards are another 'problem 
area' which are ideal candidates for a little preventative 
maintenance - get replacements for those little rubber tog-
gles. The Health and Safety Executive are getting less toler-
ant about guards not in place. 

Most of these tasks can be carried out at convenient times, 
though it is all to easy to leave them until you 'get around to 
it' and when it is cold and miserable you don't often get 'a 
round tuit' before the grass starts growing under your feet. 
The simplest reminder is chalking a list of jobs to do upon 
the wall. 

your dealer is honest, but were your 
orders unambiguous or did you just 
say 'service'? When it comes to radical 
overhauls it may be better to buy new 
and it is possible, given time, to strike 
some good deals - especially if the 
dealer has time to take your old 
machine in, prepare it for resale and 
find a market. 

Nevertheless there are many Clubs 
that have the manpower skills and 
facilities to undertake major work. For 
them the first problem may be to 
obtain all the parts, and in this era of 
de-stocking and minimum stock levels 
this may take time. Even quite long-
established dealers are finding parts 
supply more difficult. Getting parcels 
by TNT or Overnite adds to the cost -
so allow time. 

Where parts are removed pending 
repair ensure they are stored safely in 
a box, or perhaps still in place with 
nuts finger tight - this way you won't 
forget where they belong or how they 
fit. 

Storage 
For longer term storage it will pay to undertake a little 

extra work such as removing belts and chains, inhibiting all 
shiny parts - including the engine - removing battery and 
blocking-up off the wheels. Belts are best stored in a Hessian 
sack hung up in a dry, airy place, chains are ideally stored in 
a tin of oil or oiled in a plastic bag, though second best is to 
spray them with chain lubricant and keep in place. Aerosols 
of de-watering/rust inhibitor are available, but a jar and old 
paint brush is much cheaper and often more effective - just 
try and spray the edges of a mowing cylinder! With small 
engines pay attention to the valves, for stuck valves and rust 
on the seatings will prevent the machine from starting. It 
may be possible to spray or trickle inhibitor or oil through 
the plug hole. Being self-charging, batteries prefer regular 
use, but if they cannot be used elsewhere, just re-charge and 
smear the terminals with Vaseline, which unlike oil or 
grease conducts electricity. 

Some still prefer to keep a machine mobile and run it at 
regular intervals - say monthly. If so, keep tyres slightly 
above pressure rather than blocking up. Petrol loses it aro-
matics with storage, so it is best to empty the carburettor. If 
the empty tank is steel, a swill round with oil should inhibit • Photographs 
rUSt. courtesy of Ransomes 
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ANGEL COURT, DAIRY YARD, HIGH STREET, 
MARKET HARBOROUGH 
LEICESTERSHIRE LE 16 7NL 

Telephone: 
0858 464346/433003 
Fax: 0858 434734 

FENDRESS™ BRITAIN'S No. 1 
NOW AVAILABLE: FENDRESS SUPERFINE 
AND SPECIAL ECONOMY TOP DRESSING 
• Finest Quality soils 
• Minimal clay and silt fractions 
• Washed lime free silica sands with correct particle size 
• The correct pH to encourage fine grasses 
• Consistent quality for over 10 years 
• Delivered ready for immediate application 
• Root zone mixes, made from the same high quality materials. Delivered ready 

mixed or separately for belding on site. 
Also avaliable: Top Dressing Sands, Bunker Sands, 

washed grit or kiln dried sand for verti-draining 
I YOUR ASSURANCE OF QUALITY 
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ing - can save 
later dispute. 
As argument 
can get quite 
acrimonious it 
helps to record 
(in a duplicate 
book) what has 
to be done 
before a 
machine goes 
off, attaching 
the top copy to 
the machine in 

a plastic envelope. 
Leaving work open-ended is 

like providing an open cheque: of course 

Repair and overhaul 
Major jobs, or 
those which 
you won't get 
around to, may 
have to be sent 
to the supplier. 
Getting an esti-
mate of the 
work and its 
cost - in writ-



i s s a RUFFORD. 
NOW THE 

COMPLETE RANGE 
V 

The choice of the 
professionals 

The success of 
keeping your Golf 

Course or Sports 
Ground in top 
condition depends on 
you among other 
things buying top 
quality products. 
All Rufford Products 
are produced from our 
own Quarries with no 
need to import Sand or 
Soils. All have been 
approved by leading 
agronomists and Soil 

SEDGE PEAT 
Mixed with No. 
1, No. 2 or No. 

3 Top-Dressings 
(at no extra cost) 
will aid moisture 
retention during 

dry summer 
months, espe-
cially for Links 
Courses. Also 
available on its 
own or as a tree 

planting 
compost 

Scientists. Consistency 
of quality and our vast 
reserves enable you to 
purchase with total 
confidence. 
You are invited to visit 
our Quarries to judge 
for yourself. Quite a 
number of course 
Managers and 
Agronomists have 
already done so and 
we would like to think 
they were just a little 
impressed. 

y^ pp -J All enquiries 

Rurrord (0925) 232476 
T O P - D R E S S S U P P L I E S 

Acton Grange Quarry, Birchwood 
Lane, Moore, Warrington WA4 6XE 

All dress* 
Insist on maintainable quality in 
your top dressing, says PETER 
JEFFORD. Find the product 
you like - and stick with it 

The first consideration a greenkeeper should have in mind when 
obtaining top-dressings is consistency of quality. He should retain 

that consideration! There is no benefit derived in applying layers of dif-
ferent types of top-dressings and given that a suitable and effective 
dressing has been located - one which by experimentation has been 
found eminently suitable for his course - the same dressing of the same 
quality should be used year in, year out. This will then provide a consis-
tent growing profile for roots on greens which might otherwise form a 
pan layering, which in turn will influence the conductivity and retention 
of water, soil aeration and rooting. 

In an ideal world the wise greenkeeper will attempt to use the same 
supplier, one who can guarantee a consistent and repeatable product 
each time and deliver it promptly. In addition, I would advocate the 
application of top-dressing on a little but often basis, rather than the 
almost traditional large bulk applications in spring and autumn. This lit-
tle and often procedure will help the dressing to be incorporated more 
quickly into the soil and reduce the aforementioned soil layering, with 
the added benefit of minimum disruption to play - an important consid-
eration. I should add that my advocation of little and often is now 

becoming very much more a 
trend and is to be applauded. 

The type of sand used in top-
dressing is vitally important and 
should contain virtually all parti-
cles within an 0.125 and 0.5mm 
size range, this being the tradi-
tional British system. Increas-
ingly, advisors are now 
specifying 0.25 to 0.75mm size 
range, though the main criteria 
for the reader to remember is 
that the majority of particles 
should fall within the medium 
sand range and that the mix pro-

vides the correct balance of pore space and desired infiltration. In stating 
that, it should also be noted that whilst particle size and range are vital, 
one should be aware that sands differ also in shape, mineralogy, colour 
and lime content and these are additional factors which will influence 
the quality of the product. Some sands are excellent for top-dressings 
whilst others are quite simply useful only for mixing with cement. 

Top-dressings and rootzones should therefore comprise a high pro-
portion of sand in the mix, as this will assist with the control of aera-
tion, infiltration, percolation and water retention. The next 
consideration is the very soil used in the mix itself, a point of major 
importance. Whilst sand in the UK is still plentiful, suitable good quality 
topsoils are less readily available and care must be exercised in ensuring 
that soil from building sites is not used, for in most cases this will have 
been completely destroyed by heavy machinery. The best topsoils for 
top-dressings and rootzones are those with a very low silt and clay con-
tent, whilst retaining the correct particle size distribution and the appro-
priate pH. 

One of the most important factors, often overlooked, is the organic 
matter content of the soil. Normally, most greens contain too much 



d up for the ball 
organic matter, with greenkeepers spending much time and 
energy in attempting to reduce it. If you start by applying a 
top-dressing with a high organic matter - say above 5% -
you will immediately begin to overdose the organic content 
in your greens and thus defeat one of your principle aims, 
that of controlling thatch build-up. As a general rule of 
thumb, around 1% - 2% would normally be an acceptable 
level in a golf green top-dressing. Thinking along these 
lines, do you know the organic matter of your current top-
dressing? Natural soil is largely made up of four parts: 
Mineral matter: This is formed by weathering of rocks and 
parent materials. 
Organic matter: This is mainly humus, which arises from 
dead vegetation and supports the living population of micro 
organisms within the soil. 
Soil moisture: This is essential for plant growth. 
Soil air: Adequate aeration of the soil is necessary for opti-
mum root growth and retention of soil micro organisms. 
Plants should have an acceptable level of each of the above. 

Now let us turn to terms used to describe some soil prop-
erties: 
Soil texture: This describes the physical behaviour of soil 
and depends upon the proportion of different sized parti-
cles. Thus soil with a high clay content would be classified 
simply as a clay soil. 
Soil structure: This refers to the manner in which the parti-
cles are organised. Damage to soil structure is usually 
caused by heavy mechanical equipment used in construc-
tion, or by other forms of traffic movement. 
Pore space: This is the space between the solid particles of 
soil. Pore space is available to both air and water, with large 
pores being air filled and small pores usually water filled. 

Summarising at this stage, the reader should remember 
that the least desirable components for golf course top-
dressing and rootzones are high clay or silt, these materials 
being especially prone to compaction and high moisture 
retention. 

Now let us look at some of the procedures used in the 
processing of top-dressings at our quarry. 

The separator washes and grades the sand, all vegetation 
is removed and the sand is then graded into coarse or 
medium/fine particles. This is now ready for further screen-
ing and mixing with topsoil. 

Following screening, the soil is placed in a hopper feed 
and conveyed to a heat treatment plant, where it passes 
through a specially designed kiln drum set at a controlled 
temperature of 120°C, a process which removes excess mois-
ture and kills seedlings and harmful bacteria. This com-
pleted, the next stage is to immediately mix soil with sand 
while it is still hot. This material is then ready for its final 
stage, being fed into a further screen which enables both 
further mixing and removal of particles over 2mm. 

The top-dressing is now ready for final delivery but as a 
final check, random samples are taken for analysis in our 
laboratory where particle size, moisture content, pH and 
organic matter are all examined to ensure consistency of 
quality. If the reader is unsure of any of the areas discussed, 
he should request an up to date analysis sheet, produced by 
an agronomist or soil scientist, one who is ideally indepen-
dent of the supplier. 

Fairway dressing 
It may be of more than passing interest for greenkeepers 

to look at top-dressing fairways. Whilst this may not have 
great significance for many courses, such applications can 
provide a method for improving problem fairway areas and 
it should be noted that in the USA this is now an accepted 

and successful programme. When considering such action, it 
may not always be necessary to dress with a sand/soil mix, 
for in some instances a sand only application will prove ben-
eficial, depending on the problem presented and the solu-
tion sought. If, for example, drying out is a problem, a 
sand/soil mix with a little peat would be recommended, 
whilst if ball plugging on fairways is an annoyance a high 
sand content would be preferable. 

The benefits of dressing fairways include tighter turf, eas-
ier mowing when wet and improved drainage and/or mois-
ture retention. Fairway top-dressing may provide just the 
solution to problem areas and is a cost-effective way of 
improving conditions in just the same way as on greens, the 
target again being density, uniformity, smoothness, firmness 
and resilience. A high sward density is vital to hold a ball in 
the ideal striking position, a thin turf being undesirable 
because of the 'nestling down' of a golf ball. 

Construction rootzone 
Over the past few years the demand for rootzone material 

on new course construction has increased dramatically, with 
its selection critical to long-term good performance of the 
putting surface. For those involved or about to embark 
down this route, a few words of advice. 

In the first instance I would underline the importance of 
making an on-site visit to the supplier/quarry to inspect 
rootzone material prior to delivery. Checks should be made 
on consistency of particle size, organic matter content, pH, 
water content/air porosity/total porosity, bulk density and 
hydraulic conductivity. If these terms are foreign to you, 
take along your agronomist, architect, site engineer or clerk 
of works. Once satisfied, ensure that the self same mix will 
be readily available and stick with both mix and supplier. 
Make regular random on-site checks upon delivery. 

Final summary suggests the following: Find the top-dress-
ing right for your course and stick with it. Cultivate greater 
awareness by demanding more technical information. 
Ensure the supplier has sufficient reserves to maintain sup-
plies for many years to come and insist on total, maintain-
able quality. 

The author, Peter 

Jefford, is currently 

embarked on a 

countrywide whistle-

stop BIGGA lecture 

tour, expounding upon 

the complex subject of 

top-dressings. He is 

Managing Director of 

Rufford Top-Dress 

Supplies Ltd. 
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ARNOLD 
S A N D S F O R I N D U S T R Y 

TOP GRADE 
TOP DRESSINGS 
LIME FREE DRIED & WASHED SANDS 
LIME FREE MOIST & WASHED SANDS 
24 HOUR BULK DELIVERY SERVICE 

Billington Road 
Leighton Buzzard 
Bedfordshire 
LU7 8TW 
Phone: 
0525 372264 pax-

0525 851620 

JOSEPH ARNOLD & SONS LTD 

The Tops 
in 
Top Dressing" 

The finest quality 
top dressings and sands 
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Martin Brothers (UK) Ltd 
1A Clifton Street 
Alderley Edge 
Cheshire SK9 7NW 

TEL: (0625) 584571 
FAX: (0625) 586130 

FINE TURF TOP DRESSING 
A GUARANTEED HIGH QUALITY TOP DRESSING BLENDED TO CLIENT SPECIFICATION 

A controlled mix of sandy loam mineral soils fi washed river sand to aid fertility 
& facilitate aeration & drainage. 

Fortified with copper & zinc for increased resistance to fungal diseases fi a 
faster recovery rate for affected greens. 

Low pH encourages growth of selected grasses. 

Iron content hardens sward & greens without flush growth. 

Will not layer out fi cause root break. 

Easy to apply fi spread without dusting. 
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MIDLANDS & SOUTHERN ENGLAND 
J&S THAMESIDE LTD 
Tel: 0708 861194 

For full details and samples contact: 
SCOTLAND & NORTHERN IRELAND 

AGRIPRO 
Tel: 0257 278861 



• If you are a 'computerised 
greenkeeper' the new easy-to-use 
Datachem computer softwear, 
launched by Rhone-Poulenc at 
IOG, will be of special value. The 
package is filled with beneficial 
features to assist the pesticide 
user, simplifying calibration of 
knapsack, power sprayers and 
granular applicators whilst calcu-
lating precise product and water 

levels and quantities per fill. A detailed advisory/legal 
section on all aspects of legislation to pesticide use in the 
UK is included, as is information on pests and diseases 
and conversion tables (metric to imperial and vice-versa). 
Information entered is automatically stored and all sec-
tions can be printed-out. Datachem operates on all IBM 
compatible computers and is available with full instruc-
tions. Price is £286. Tel: 0277 261414. 
• Allett Mowers have chosen two Kubota GH series OHV 
petrol engines to power their new commercial mower -
the Buffalo. Kubota's GH120 3.7 hp petrol engine is fitted 
to the Buffalo 20" whilst the 24" and 27" machines have 
the 5.5 hp GH 170. Mechanical decompression is stan-
dard on both engines, giving a 40% lighter pull tension 
than conventional side valve units and a reduction in 
vibration of 10%. Tel. Kubota: 08421 4500 or Allett: 
0536 68950. 
• Hayter Beaver's recently launched computer-linked 
direct spares ordering system has created great interest 
from both dealers and professional users. After seeing the 

system demonstrated at IOG, more dealers have signed 
on and the company now have 30 outlets nationwide 
committed to using the new database. The idea is a sim-
ple one: Spares needed are keyed in, the viewdata screen 
displays the availability and the dealer can place an order 
there and then. Details: 0279 723444. 
• Lely (UK) Ltd have introduced a new 24 hour TORO 
'unit-down' express parts delivery service from their 
stores at St Neots, Cambs. If a part is not in stock in the 
UK a trans-Atlantic air service from the USA is available 
at no extra charge. Such flown parts will be delivered to 
the final location within 72 hours. Tel: 0480 76971. 

^ ^ • Lloyds of Letchworth have announced 
the appointment of Devon Garden 
Machinery to represent them in Corn-
wall, Devon and parts of Somerset. The 
Torquay-based DGM was established 
eight years ago by Alan and Jeannette 
Dommett, employs two reps to care for 
the Club side; and recognising the 
importance of after-sales service, the 
operation is backed by a seven-strong 
service team and full spares back-up. 
Lloyds themselves have probably been 
knocking back the 'champers' recently, 
their MD, Glenn Bray, having celebrat-
ing 30 years of service since joining the 
company as a youth straight from 
school. What a record! Tel: 0462 

683031. Pictured: Derek Haley, Lloyds Sales Director, 
top, with Alan Dommett. 

• Seamac 
Agricultural Ltd, 
suppliers of the 
wel l known 
'Greentec' range 
and other foliar 
st imulants for 
amenity use, has 
been acquired by 
WBC Technology 
Ltd and will in 
future be based at 
WBC's H.Q. in 
Saffron Walden, 
Essex. Seamac's 
merchant 
customers will 
continue to be 
fully supported 
and the Seamac 
brand will benefit 
from a new 
development 
programme. 
Tel: 0799 30146. 

THE BIGGA PERSONAL PENSION PLAN 
• A tax-free lump sum and full pension from the age of 50 

• A full tax relief on all contributions made 
• A tax-free investment growth within Standard Life's unitised with-profits Pension fund 

• BIGGA Pension Plans are available to all greenkeepers, whether in a golf club scheme or not 
• BIGGA Pension Plans are also available to all Golf Clubs who wish to establish Pension 

arrangements for greenkeeping staff. 

THE BIGGA MORTGAGE SERVICE 
1991... another year gone by... sort out your 
pension for 1992 now... before it's 1993! 

This recently established service for BIGGA members has been of great service to greenkeepers throughout the UK. 
Greenkeepers do not always have the time to select the best mortgage possibilities available, and so to have someone 
searching for the right deal is really useful. 
• Best mortgage deals sought out • Either fixed or variable rates available • Either endowment or pension-plan linked 
mortgages available. 
The BIGGA mortgage service is available to all greenkeepers, whether purchasing a property or seeking re-mortgage facilities. 

NOW is the time to find out more. Please complete the form below and post to: 
Executive Director, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF 

" S C - -

Tick box 
1. I will soon be/am in the process of buying a house. Please send me details of the new BIGGA Mortgage Service C_J 
2. I already pay for a mortgage on my house, but I wish to know if any better mortgage arrangements are available to me • 
3. I am/am not in a Golf Club Pension Scheme. Please send me details of the new 1991 BIGGA Pension Plan 

Name Date of Birth 

Golf Club and Job Title 

Home Address 

Tel No. (Work) (Home). 

.Post Code. 
Gl 11.91 

Howard Evans Financial Services is an Appointed Representative of Standard Life and is a special financial advisor to BIGGA. Pensions, Investments. Savings, Life Assurance, Mortgages, 
Commercial Loans, Tax Planning, Health Care and Financial Management. 



AROUND THE GREEN 
Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions 

COMING UP 
The Greenkeeper Internat ional 
guide to forthcoming events 

N o v e m b e r 6 th : BIGGA South West and 
Wales Region Seminar - Cannington Col-
lege. 

N o v e m b e r 6 t h : BIGGA South East 
Region Seminar - Merrist Wood College. 

N o v e m b e r 12 th : STRI Scottish Seminar 
- The Environmental Impact of Golf Course 
Construction and Management - Haggs Cas-
tle GC. Glasgow. 

N o v e m b e r 1 3 t h - 1 4 t h : Scotsturf IOG 
exhibition - Ingleston, Edinburgh. 

N o v e m b e r 1 9 t h - 2 1 s t : Golf Interna-
tional 2000 Exhibition, Sandown Park. 

N o v e m b e r 2 0 t h : BIGGA Midlands 
Region Seminar - Warwickshire College of 
Agricuture. 

N o v e m b e r 27 th : ILAM Southern Region 
Seminar - Sparsholt College. 

D e c e m b e r 10 th : STRI South of England 
Seminar - As November 12th - Hatfield 
Lodge, Hertfordshire. 

J a n u a r y 1 4 t h : STRI North of England 
Seminar - As November 12th - Askham 
Bryan College, York. 

J a n u a r y 2 0 t h - 2 4 t h : BIGGA Turf Man-
agement Exhibition & Seminar, Harrogate. 

February 4 th : STRI Ireland Seminar - As 
November 12th - Mllltown GC. Dublin. 

February 11th: STRI Wales Seminar - As 
November 12th - Caer Beris Manor, Builth 
Wells. 

F e b r u a r y 1 2 - 1 9 t h : GC S AA Exhibition 
and Convention - New Orleans, USA. 

M a r c h 27 th -29 th : BIGGA National Edu-
cation Conference - The Agricultural Col-
lege, Cirencester. 

Apri l 29 th : BIGGA South West and Wales 
Region Trade Show WESTURF '92 - Bris-
tol. 

Send entries for this column to The Editor, Greenkeeper 

International, 13 Firle Close, Seaford, East Sussex 

BN25 2HL or fax 0323 895593. 

NORTH WALES 
May I first say one thing - we do exist! Our 
second Autumn Tournament was held at 
Porthmadog GC on October 1st, and under 
quite difficult conditions too, though we did at 
least stay dry. I'm sure I speak for everyone in 
saying what a great time was had by all, espe-
cially me, as I won a bottle of scotch! 

Thanks must go to everyone involved, espe-
cially Terry Adamson for all his hard work 
behind the scenes, and to our sponsors: Gem 
Professional, Sisis, Richard Campey, Mommer-
steeg, Fraser Turf, Major Owen, Ritefeed and 
Walker Engineering. Without these good folk, 
and of course Porthmadog GC and Gareth 
(Bronco), we would be the poorer and we are 
most grateful. We also enjoyed a bit of good 
fun, with our dinner interrupted by the splen-
did intrusion of helicopter rides, courtesy of 
Ritefeed! 

RESULTS: 1st Mark Proctor 83-10=73 (on 
countback) 2nd Jason Moody 79-6=73. 3rd 
Roger Kerry 77-4=73. Guest Alex Clegg 93-
22=71. Booby: John Osman 115 nett - yes, 
nett! 

Our first AGM was held following the prize-
giving and sadly Pat McAteer resigned as sec-
retary, due to an ever increasing workload. 
Norman Pearce remains as chairman and 
David Proctor as treasurer, with yours truly 
now having taken the post of secretary. Final 
dates and venues for winter lectures will be 
available soon and I would ask you to note my 
numbers for any enquiries or information you 
may have: Mark Proctor: (home) 0829 733060 
(work) 0829 732251. 

We will be holding a Christmas golf day at 
Portal on December 11th, tee-off between 10-
11.30 am, with cost at £12 for members, £14 
for others. 

This will include coffee and biscuits on 
arrival and an evening meal. Enquiries for this 
event to Terry Adamson on 0978 852908, and 
do remember that places are limited so early 
booking is advisable. Please no later than 
December 1st, and please do your best to sup-
port this event, even though it may not be the 
best time of the year. 

Finally my thanks to all who made the 
Autumn Tournament a success by just turning 
out - 55 was an excellent number and we 
must strive to keep numbers up. 

MARK PROCTOR 

SOUTH COAST 
I am pleased to inform members of our 
December Competition, as follows: 
Date: Wednesday December 4th 
Venue: Royal Winchester GC. 
Format: 18 hole Stableford. 
Tee off: from 12.30 onwards. 
Fee: £13.00 
Closing Date: November 25th. 

All applications with correct fee to Joe Bur-
dett, 40 Church St. FONTWELL MAGNA, 
Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 ONY. Tel: 0747 

811439. My thanks to Rigby Taylor and New 
Forest Machinery for sponsoring this competi-
tion. 

Following the above, at 4pm will be The 
Section AGM. A member of the BIGGA Board 
of Management from our region will be in 
attendance to answer questions and outline 
the work of the Board. 

The section committee must be elected each 
year at our AGM and I would welcome nomi-
nations. Please ensure that each nomination 
has the consent of the nominee and a proposer 
and seconder. Resolutions and Agenda items 
are also invited - please submit before Novem-
ber 25th. 

If you are unable to take part in the compe-
tition you can still attend the Christmas Din-
ner, which will be served at about 5.30pm. 
The cost will be £11.60 and your cheque 
should be sent to Joe at the above address. 

An afternoon talk - by Peter Jefford of Ruf-
ford Top Dress Supplies Ltd, on 'Top Dress-
ings, Applications and Materials - has been 
arranged at Came Down GC, Dorchester, on 
Wednesday January 15th, starting at 2pm. 
This will be the second year that a presenta-
tion has been arranged at Came Down and 
your support will be most appreciated. 
Refreshments will be supplied by Ruffords at 
3pm. For further information call Stephen 
Hall, Head Greenkeeper, Came Down GC, at 
the course on 0305 820289. 

BOB DENNIS 

BUCKS, BERKS & OXON. 
It is with great relief that I can at last report 
BB&O have won a golf match! We took on the 
Mid-Anglia section in a titanic struggle at the 
superb Berkhamsted course and came away 
with three wins and two halves, the nearest to 
defeat coming from our answer to Calcavec-
chia, myself and Dave Goodchild, going from 3 
up with 5 to play to a shaky halved match! 
The match was played in excellent spirit and 
we look forward to a return in '92. Thanks 
especially to Gerald Bruce and his staff at 
Berkhamsted and to our Captain, Dave Childs. 

May I also offer apologies to Mid-Anglia and 
the Club for any misunderstanding in play for-
mat, which may have meant that our presenta-
tion was not all it might have been. 

Apart from the Mid-Anglia match, our 
events calendar has been quiet - for the better 
perhaps - for we have almost a congestion of 
fixtures coming up. Topping the list is the 
Turkey Trot at Frilford Heath combined with 
the AGM. We are out to beat the 1990 turn-
out of 75 and will be especially pleased to wel-
come candidates for committee - come on, 
join the merry band! Entry forms should be 
with you by now, but if these are missing from 
your desk, call Bob Woodward on 0628 
664512. 

May I remind you all to attend the regional 
seminar at Warwick College on Nov 20th. 
Don't miss this seminar - it will surely be a 



huge success. 
News filtering through reveals none other 

than our illustrious editor, David White, as 
guest speaker for the Gentlemen's Dinner in 
March '92. Those who enjoy fermented brew -
David included - will appreciate that a mini-
bus can be made available to pick up and drop 
revellers, but this will only be available if you 
want it. Ring Bob or speak to committee mem-
bers at the AGM. Finally, good wishes to Dave 
Childs and his family, who leave for N.Z. in 
early December for six weeks. We shall proba-
bly need a translator when he returns to com-
mittee! 

RAY CLARK 

EAST MIDLANDS 
The results of the Autumn Tournament, played 
on September 19th at Rushcliffe GC on a 
grand course in sparkling condition (thanks to 
Phil Bett and the Club) are as follows: 
Winner: Ian Marshall 70-3=67. Class results 
(all nett) Handicap 1-9, Phil Reffin 68, Richard 
Barker 75, Paul Sewell 76. Handicap 11-18, 
Phil Jennings 68, Paul Malia 70, Graham 
Arnold 73. Handicap 19+ Anthony Bindley 
69, Mark Bindley 71, Mike Billings 77. 
Trade/Associate, Joe Barsby 64, Len 
Atewell,68 (green chairman). Longest'drive -
645 yards! Dave Leatherhead. Hole in one -
Dave Bagshaw. Dave is head greenkeeper at 
Stanton On The Wolds and if you want a drink 
on him, call in! 

Forthcoming events not to miss include the 
Regional Seminar at Warwickshire College, 
Moreton Morrell, on November 20th, the Sec-
tion AGM at Lingdale GC on November 25th 
and a Christmas Bring and Win at Birstall GC 
on December 18th. 

GORDON MITCHELL 

EAST OF ENGLAND 
The Rigby Taylor Trophy was played for 
recently at Sleaford GC, a warm welcome 
being extended to us by the Sleaford commit-
tee representatives - Club captain, Brian Har-
ris and green chairman, Ted Lake. Ted is a 
retired businessman and a tireless unpaid 
worker on the course, having always shown a 
keen interest in our affairs. The Rigby Taylor 
rep. was Stewart Jeffs of the East of England 
area. 

The torrid summer has been a difficult time 
in this area for those courses built on sand, but 
John Scotney has done a great job at Sleaford, 
especially on his greens and other areas where 
he has been permitted to apply water. 

The winner was Paul Cole, who is a new-
comer to us as a golfer. His handicap was 
reduced by six shots between his entry and the 
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competition and I am sure we shall hear more 
from this fine player. David Hornsey tied with 
Paul on 39 points but lost out on back nine 
countback. Also-rans were D Wells, C Macdon-
ald, G Dolan and R Owens. Guest prizes went 
to Mick Key and Ted Lake. 

A tasty meal was provided in the clubhouse, 
followed by presentation of prizes by the cap-
tain, who is having a sabbatical year from his 
usual duties as club secretary. In his speech, 
Mr Harris outlined how he saw BIGGA as an 
essential part of the Club set-up, with every-
one working as a team. 

Christopher Squires, who was assistant head 
at Belton Woods has moved up to head green-
keeper status at Rutland County G&CC, a new 
development where seed has just been sown. 
Congratulations Chris., may the job go well! 

COLIN SWINGLER 

SOUTH WEST 
It was a pleasure to return to Salisbury and 
South Wilts for the annual 'crunch' match 
against the South Coast last month. Despite a 
thunderstorm (which just missed us) and a 
spell of heavy rain (which didn't), the blend of 
ten new holes and eight old ones made for an 
extremely interesting and enjoyable after-
noons' golf. It really is "hats off ' to the archi-
tect and constructors, who have made the very 
best of the available ground. 

The S.W. captain, David Everett, was so con-
fident of the result that he didn't bother to 
bring the trophy and was left to sweat it out as 
the very last game came down the wire, 
resulted in our favour to give a halved match -
Phew! 

Many thanks to this Wiltshire Club for once 
again giving us not only the courtesy of the 
course but also making us feel so welcome. 
Thanks also to the steward for an excellent 
meal and to Kerran and his staff for preparing 
the course. 

The Winter Lecture Programme will be 
announced next month, but in the meantime 
I'll look forward to seeing you all at Shire-
hampton Park for the Veals Lawnmowers 
Christmas Tournament. 

PAUL WORSTER 

NORTH WEST 
Our Autumn Tournament over 27 holes of 
medal play was held on Sept. 19th at my own 
home course of Whickham GC. On this occa-
sion it was a case of George Atkinson thanking 
me and my staff for the excellent condition of 
the course, also the committee for granting us 
courtesy and to Rose and Bob for a superb 
meal - it was all good stuff! 

Thanks extend beyond 
us mere locals to the fol-
lowing sponsors: Ryton 
Gravel Co., Shorts of 
Whitburn, Maxwell Hart, 
Sisis, Stewarts of Edin-
burgh, Thompson Quar-
ries, STS and Karsway 
and to Jim Crombie of 
Whickham GC. Also a 
special thanks to Peter 
Little of Dixons of Hex-
ham for providing a bar-
becue as prize for nearest 
the pin on the 13th. also 
to local Clubs: Whitley 
Bay, Alnmouth, 

Northumberland, Wearside, Prudhoe, Stocks-
field, Consett, Arcott Hall, Newcastle United. 
Finally, thanks to our chairman for BIGGA 
North East, Richard Crane. 
Results: Winner and low gross - Tony McLure 
(Whickham GC) 69+33=102. 
Nett and winner of Ransomes Cup- Glen Bax-
ter (South Shields GC., hep 15) 69+32.5= 
101.5. First division and winner of the Green-
lay Cup - Jimmy Richardson (Whickham GC, 
hep 6) 68+35= 103. Second + division and 
winner of Fewsters Cup - Brian Hughes 
(Whickham GC, hep 24) 66+36=102. Other 
scores: M Simpkin (Parklands GC) 104. C 
Parkinson (Tyneside GC) 104.5. I Patterson 
(Gosforth GC) 105. R Bell (Slayley GC) 105. K 
Monaghan (Gosforth GC) 105. Thirty five 
players took part and the weather was excel-
lent, which made us Whickhamites well 
pleased, along with our scintillating play and a 
demonstration in 'local knowledge makes 
good' - Ho way the lads! 

JIMMY RICHARDSON 

Jimmy Richardson: 

First Division winner 

of the Greenlay Cup 

r GOLF COURSE SIGNS , 
Designed to your own specification. Strongly 
manufactured. Maintenance free, chip resistant, 

club motif if required. 

Choice of colours 
Ring now and just let us know what you need 

A C & M Birch Ltd 
Golf Signs 
Unit GH1, Platts Lane, 
Burscough, Lanes. L40 7TE 

Telephone: Alan Birch 0704 896177/892997 



MIDLANDS 
A reminder first: The Regional Seminar at 
Warwickshire College, Moreton Morrell on 
November 20th. Details appeared in October 
edition of Greenkeeper International and you 
should have received application forms. Can't 
find it? Want to attend? Ring me! 

Steve Wood and Tony Jesson have done it 
again, reaching the final of the Rigby Taylor 
Greensomes and are scheduled to meet 1990 
winners, Rhys Thomas and John Wood. Hope 
you have a successful day lads. 

Please remember entries close on November 
15 th for the Christmas Tournament, scheduled 
to be played at Stratford on Avon GC on 
December 10th. This is a bring-and-win event 
and you are asked to bring a prize with a value 
of at least £5.00. 

Our AGM will be held at Edgbaston GC on 
December 16th, starting at 3pm. Please try 
and attend this important occasion, remem-
bering that it's your section and your views 
really do matter. 

DEAN CLEAVER 

NORTH WEST 
As the year draws to a close the North West 
committee are in the process of drawing up a 
programme of events for 1992, which will 
likely include a monthly lecture, a seminar in 
March and golf events galore throughout the 
year. On reflection, 1991 has been a busy year 
in our section with involvement in The Open 
at Royal Birkdale and the Iseki finals at Hill-
side, quite apart from the busy normal pro-
gramme. The Iseki final ended on a sweet note 
with the Northern region winning the team 
event and virtually sweeping the board on 
prizes - Congrats to them all! 

I must again raise the issue of members not 
paying their subscriptions. I have received 
many enquiries from greenkeepers in the N.W. 
who thought that their Club automatically 
paid their subs, but who as individuals were 
aggrieved at not receiving Greenkeeper Inter-
national. Let me set the record straight: Green-
keeper members are invoiced individually each 
year - NOT their Club employers. If your Club 
has agreed to pay your subscription, you must 
hand the invoice to your Club secretary. Fol-
lowing payment you will then receive a mem-
bership card and regular copies of the 
magazine. 

One final point: Once you have received 
your programme of events - be they lectures, 
seminars or golfing days - do your level best 
to support the events, thus making the hard 
work of your committee worthwhile. Any 
queries or points of interest, please contact me 
on 051 724 5412 

BERT CROSS 

NORTHERN 
Let me begin by offering commiserations to 
our colleagues in the North West who (again, 
I'm afraid) lost to the Northern section in our 
annual match at Crosland Heath. The actual 
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result was a draw, but we retained the trophy 
as holders from 1990. Well done lads! Grateful 
thanks to Pattissons for their continued spon-
sorship, Crossland Heath for courtesy of the 
course and especially Phillip Haigh and his 
team for a superb course in excellent order. 

Our section also did well in the 1991 Iseki at 
Hillside, with the Northern region winning the 
team prize and Telford Jarvis (Scarcroft's very 
own champion, and ours too) taking the pre-
mier trophy. Well done Tel! 

You should all have received details of our 
winter lecture programme and should this not 
be the case, or if your address has changed, 
call me. All our lectures are held at West Bowl-
ing GC commencing at 7.30pm with the fol-
lowing scheduled: November 6th - Chairmans 
Forum. December 4th - Ruffords on Top 
Dressing. January 15th - Munro on Spraying 
and CDA's. February 11th - Quiz and Social 
evening with IOG colleagues at Headingley 
Cricket Club - 7.30pm. 

Also on December 11th - Winter golf at 
South Leeds GC - names and deposits to 
myself or Mel Guy (0532 523739) please. 

Our last winter event will be a trip to Lloyds 
of Letchworth, with places being limited and 
filled on a first come first served basis. Likely 
cost will be around £10-£15. 

The Northern section will again be heavily 
committed at BTME in Harrogate during Jan-
uary 22nd-24th. If anyone can spare an hour 
or two for stewarding, please let me know. 

The section AGM will be held at South Leeds 
GC., following the above mentioned Winter 
golf on December 11th, starting at 7pm. This 
year there will be a change in committee elec-
tion procedure, with all nominations for presi-
dent, secretary, treasurer or committee to be 
sent to the secretary - that's me, Bob Lupton -
one month prior to the AGM. 

Local news now, with the good news being 
that Richard Sharrock of Keighley GC has gone 
into partnership with EFG of Halifax. We wish 
him every success in this venture. The not-so-
good news is that long-standing committee 
member Colin Garnett of Garforth was taken 
ill whilst on holiday recently. I understand he 
is on the way to recovery and I'm sure you will 
echo my wishes for his speedy return to good 
health. 

BOB LUPTON 

DEVON & CORNWALL 
The venue for the Christmas Meeting this year 
is the ever popular Okehampton GC., though 
with ever increasing numbers, your committee 
has decided that a limit of 80 must be placed 
on this event. This suggests that it is wise to 
return your entry form to me as soon as possi-
ble and certainly NOT after the closing date! 

On the day itself, let's see some different 
pairings from normal for the A.M. Greensomes 
competition, this to help new members feel 
more at home and become an integral part of 
our happy section. 

If any member feels he should be receiving 

details direct (we normally send details only to 
head greenkeepers in order to reduce adminis-
tration costs), please call me on 0288 353438 
and I'll see to it. 

RICHARD WHYMAN 

AYRSHIRE 
An excellent turn-out of members enjoyed a 
grand day of golf at our Autumn Meeting over 
Ayrshire's answer to Augusta National - Largs 
Kellburn! Head greenkeeper Chick White cer-
tainly did his best to produce the same condi-
tions and sincere thanks must be expressed to 
him and his staff, together with the caterers 
for some delicious food and Club members for 
giving us their course to enjoy. Results: 
Scratch - Gary Bryden (Turnberry) 69. Handi-
cap- First class, 1st Charlie White (Largs) 71-
2 = 69. 2nd Robert Johnstone (Ardeer) 
72-1 = 71. 3rd Ian McNab (Dumfries & 
County) 75-4=71. Second class, 1st Sid Mer-
cer (Skelmorlie) 87-14=73. 2nd Ian Campbell 
(Belleisle) 91-17=74. 3rd Jim Devlin 
(Seafield) 86-12 = 74. Texas Scramble, Brian 
Finlayson, Ian Robertson, David Carson = 
59.6. Trade - Derek Duthie (Aitkens). 

As this was the Club's centenary year we 
presented Club captain Pat Innes with a 
plaque as a memento of our visit. 

Only movement to report is that of Gordon 
Heron taking over the reins at the new B? Cas-
tle course, which is just over the hill from 
Turnberry. Gordon had a baptism by fire for 
within moments of accepting the job he found 
that vandals had spent a busy night digging up 
new saplings and planting them on the 18th 
green. Hopefully this won't happen too often 
as they could be difficult to cut down to three 
sixteenths! Good luck anyway, Gordon. 

I'm just back from an enjoyable trip to 
Southern Ireland, where I met up with those 
exiled Scots, David Mclndoe at Killarney and 
'King Billy Semple at Trallee. Over a few pints 
of the 'black stuff, Davie told of the changes 
made for the Irish Open - which were most 
impressive - and of the pro's playing from the 
ladies tee! Billy is now well on top of the prob-
lems created by American building of a golf 
course on this side of the Atlantic, seemingly 
with scant regard or understanding of the 
vastly different varietal conditions. For those 
not familiar with the south of Ireland, make a 
visit - it's well worth it. 

DUNCAN GRAY 

WEST SCOTLAND 
The West section, as reported in the August 
issue, continues from strength to strength, 
with the Autumn Tournament at Cowal 
attended by some 40 members and guests. 
Sorry weather could not dampen the spirit of 
those who strapped on their golfing gear and 
took to the Cowal course and it was a great 
pleasure for us all to meet Tom Hindmarsh, 
who put in a tremendous effort to present his 
course in sparkling order. Tom comes from a 
long line of greenkeepers stretching back to 
his grandfather Archie (who was greenkeeper 
at Airdrie), who will no doubt be remembered 
by older members with affection. The invita-
tion to play Cowal was particularly enjoyable 
coming in their centenary year, with Club cap-
tain Keating commented at the prize-giving on 
the grand turn-out of greenkeepers and 
extended an open welcome to return to see 
Cowal in better weather. The day ended in 
usual high jollification at the Club, with cer-
tain members almost left on the ferry «* 38 



A E R A T I O N & D R A I N A G E 
S E R V I C E S 

For Hire: Hydroject, Verti-Drains 
and Turf Conditioners, etc. 

Contact: Paul or Lesley Wright 
Aeration & Drainage Services, 

20 Westminster Close, 
Eastbourne, Sussex BN22 OLQ. 

Tel: (0323) 506725 
Mobile: (0860) 838241 

Aerators 
AERATORS 

Problems with dirty water or algae 
bloom? Let Otterbine clean-up your 

lakes and ponds. 
The world leader in water quality 

management 
Available from leading irrigation 

companies. Full details from: 

Golf Course Services, 
6 Stuart Road, 

Market Harborough LE 16 9PQ. 
Tel: 0858 463153 
Fax: 0858 410085 

Arboriculture 

All sizes of tree moving machines 
available for hire. Most machines 

equipped with flotation tyres. 
Also massive stocks of Nursery Grown 

Trees in all sizes. 
Contact: 

R U S K I N S T R E E M O V I N G L T D 
Wolves Farm, Wyatts Green, 
Brentwood, Essex CM15 OQE 

Tel: 0277 353436 
Fax: 0277 353916 

Mobile: 0831 174 704 

MARTIN BROMAGE 
TREE MOVING 
• Tree Planting 
• Tree Surgery 
• Tree Stump Removal 

Nationwide Service 
Wood Lane, 
Down Hatherley, 

hj^Agm 
Tel: (0452) 731199 
Mobile: (0831) 577777 

TREE S T U M P R E M O V A L 
Small amount of ground disturbance 

plus complete 
TREE S U R G E R Y S E R V I C E 

Fully insured. 
BJ Landscapes 

Tel: Aldershot (0252) 26055 

T h e m o s t c o s t - e f f e c t i v e w a y of 

r e a c h i n g r e a d e r s of G r e e n k e e p e r 

Internat iona l . 

S i m p l y r ing 0 3 4 7 3 581/2 a n d a s k a b o u t 

a n a l p h a b e t i c a l c a t e g o r y l ist ing: t h e 

c o s t s t a r t s f r o m t h e e q u i v a l e n t of 

u n d e r £21 per m o n t h . 

LARGE TREES 
FOR INSTANT MATURITY! 
Supplied and planted nationwide from our extensive 

nursery stocks exceeding 200 varieties and species. 

Also our Tree Spades on 4 x 4 Tractors transplant trees 

on site economically. 

CIVIC TREE CARE LTD. 
102 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF 
Telephone 0442825401 
and 0819504491 
FAX 0442 890275 
Call us for stock list and advice. 

ARTIFICIAL TURF 
For Golf Greens Permanent Tees 

GOLF MATS 
For Driving Ranges and Courses 

Filtrolex Ltd 
139 Gloucester Terrace 

Bayswater, London W2 6DX 
Tel: 071 262 8159 
Fax: 071 262 0170 

UNIVERSAL MATERIALS CO. LTD. 
T h e Golf Mat Specia l is ts 

U N I M A T A s t r o T u r f 

Also Easy Picker , 
Ball Harvesters and W a s h e r 

5/7 High Street, 
Dorchester-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire OX9 8HH 

Tel: (0865) 341580. 
Fax: (0865)341575 

T E E T E C T O R TEE M A T S 
The mat with the guarantee 

Unique heavy duty golf range and 
municipal mats. 

25mm hand finished woven pile. 
20mm shock pad. 

Professional galvanised and 
painted frame. Any size, 
any shape. Double sided. 
Free Demo unit available. 

Trade welcome. Putting surface. 

Contact: 

Evergreens 
U K 

2 Extons Units 
Market Overton 

Oakham, 
Leics LE15 7PP 

Tel: (0572) 838208 
Fax: (0572)838261 

NATURAL ALTERNATIVE 
TO PEAT 

Bark for Mulching, Walk Chips or Woodfibre 
for those woodland tracks and walkways 
between green and tee. Biomulch for large 
scale economic ground cover. Playbark for 
adventure playgrounds. Soil conditioners, 
top dressings and loam are all available. 
Telephone 0666 502711 or write for free 
colour brochures. 

\ nri i inT T^bury. Glos GL8 8JG 
V l b L U U U K I Tel 0666 502711 
NDUSTRIES LTD Fax: 0666 504398 

Storage f o r all y o u r 
g r e enkeep ing equ ipment . 

Elwe l l Bu i ld ings Ltd 
021 553 5723 

THE PROBLEM . . . 
COMPACTION 

THE SOLUTION . . . 
TWOSE 3 OR 7 LEG 
TURF CONDITIONER 

Nationwide hire from 

PROFESSIONAL 
GRASS CARE 

Ring now for more information 
on our specialist hire equipment 
Tel: (0507) 600989 
Fax: (0507) 609009 

You expect to read a corny 
message in this space - so here it is -

BUY A BUYERS' GUIDE 
IN GREENKEEPER 

INTERNATIONAL - IT WORKS! 
Call 03473 581/2 

Construction 
Specialists in 

SPORTSFIELD and 
GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION 

Conservation 
& Leisure Ltd 

Chapel Farm, By-Pass Road, 
Ightham, Sevenoaks, 

Kent TNI5 9AF 
Tel: 0732 455244 
Fax: 0732 350351 

c o n t r a c t o r s 

GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 

include 
FEASIBILITY 

PLANNING PROGRESSION 
DESIGN SPECIFICATION 

CONSTRUCTION 
DRIVING RANGES 

GOLF COURSE DRAINAGE 
High Street, Cranlelgh, Surrey 

Tel. (0483) 274800 

Golf Build 
G O L F C O U R S E A N D 

DRIV ING R A N G E 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

Sedlescombe, East Sussex 
TN33 0SD 

Tel: (0424) 870888 
Fax: (0424) 870855 

iLkWli® 
& (¿hxi 

-Special ists in mixing USGA 
spec sand/peat Root Zone 

mixes. 
Plant Hire available w i th 

drivers exper ienced in Golf 
Course Construction. 

-Mult i -belt Powerscreen 
w i th shreader available. 

Please contact: 
A N D Y DAVIS 

(0527) 893343/892716 
Mobile 0831 268547 

R. A. SLEATH & SON 
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 

AND DRAINAGE 

Special is ing in Golf Greens 
Work undertaken for many leading 

Golf Course Architects 
Distance no object 

Contact: Geoffrey R. Sleath 
Tel: Rotherham (0709) 

862109 or 862075 

Course Accessories 

WHY DOES 
TACIT'S 
FLAGPOLE LAST 
TWICE AS 
LONG? 

THE BOTTOM 
DOESN'T 

t a c í r r 
Manufacturers of quality 
Golf Course Accessories 

Tel: 0788 568818 
Fax: 0788 537485 



Course Accessories 

NORTH WEST REGION - MOBILE VAN SALES 
MAIN AGENT for TACIT course equipment -

Buckner Irrigation - plus wide range of accessories 
Request a call today: LYMM CHESHIRE WA13 9SA 

Tel: 083 182 6468 

Manufacturers and suppliers of 
course and driving range equipment. 

Pattisson & Co. Ltd 
342 Selbourne Road, Luton, 

Beds LU4 8NU 
Tel: (0582) 597262 
Fax: (0582)505241 

collectors ^ — ^ 
baskets 'O io ivs* mats 

balls tees 

5000-38000 CAPACITY 
BALL DISPENSERS 

AUTOMATIC WASH-LOAD 
SYSTEMS 

Manufactured in the UK by 

HERITAGE FAIRWAY L I M I T E D 
Marine Terrace Mews, Brighton 

Tel: 0273 602637/676073 
Fax: 0273 571621 

Drainage 

AGRIPOWER 
(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

Construction 
Drainage 

Stone Picking 
Verti-Draining 

T e l : 0 5 4 3 2 5 0 0 1 0 
F a x : 0 5 4 3 4 1 6 3 4 0 

White Horse Contractors Limited 

CONSTRUCTION 
DRAINAGE 

VERTIDRAINING 

Tel: (0865) 736272 

NEW Sierrablen™ T u r f m i x 
Control led Release Fertilizer 
of fers the c o m p l e t e turf f e e d 

f o r the entire season. 
First ever to offer controlled release NPK 

and immediately available Nitrogen, 
Phosphate and Iron. 

Sierra UK Ltd 
61 Loughborough Road 

West Bridgford, Nottingham NGF2 7LA 
Tel: (0602) 455100. Fax: (0602) 455311 

A D V A N C E D 
T U R F M A C H I N E R Y 

Suppliers of new and used compact 
tractors and golf course equipment. 

Tel: Milton Keynes (0908) 281660 
Fax: (0908) 281305 

Re-conditioned equipment now 
available. 

Kubota 8200 4WD 
Yanmar 336 4WD c/w cab 
Ransomes Bobcat c/w 60" deck 
Modus T 5 foot sweeper 
Ransomes Motor Triple 
Ransomes 3 Sportscutters 
Hydromain 14 

Te l : (0382 ) 24152 

Reconditioned 
Golf Course Machinery! 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

OR EXPORT. PHONE FOR 
CURRENT CATALOGUE NOW 

Q E N G I N E E R I N G 
oc n (0532) 

o 676000 
2 OR DIALLING 
-a FROM ABROAD 
> + 44 532 
5 676000 

! 

TECNOTILE 
The flexible grass rein-
forcing surface avaulable 
in sheets of 10 sq. feet 
Tel: 071 639 2846 
Fax: 071 639 2618 

Grass Seed Mixtures 

Mommersteeg: 
Grass Seed Mixtures 

For sports turf, amenity 
and land reclamation use 

Station Road, Finedon, Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire NN9 5NT 
Telephone: Wellingborough (0933)680891 
Telex: 311234 
Fax: (0933)682022 

MEMBERS or A.G.M.A. 
MEMBERS OF B.A.L.I 
MEMBERS or B.G.C.C. 

MOWER GRINDING MACHINES 

ERIC HUNTER GRINDERS LTD 
Hobson Industrial Estate, 

Burnopfield, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE16 6EB 

Tel: (0207) 70316. 
Fax: (0207) 70312 

-IRRISERVE-
IRRIGATION ENGINEERS 

Installation, Sales and Service 
North West of England, covering 

Lancashire and Cumbria 
Contact: Paul Rimmer 
Tel: (0772) 601534 

Irriserve, Unit 9, Twin Lakes Industrial Park, 
Bretherton Road, nr Preston PR5 7RF 

W^termation 
Manufacturers, designers 

and installers of 
AUTOMATIC 
IRRIGATION 

for 21 YEARS 
Tongham Road, Aldershot, 

Hants GU12 4LL 
Tel: 0252 336838 
Fax: 0252 336808 

MIDLAND IRRIGATION 
2 Fairdene YVay, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 5JS. 

Tel: 021 358 1246 
All leading irrigation equipment installed and serviced. 

Service contracts available. 
Contact Mark Ganning on above number 

or 0860 270866 

T. & G. TURF 
IRRIGATION SERVICES 

8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon, 
North Yorkshire HG4 2JW 
Tel: (0765) 2941 (0423) 864963 

Full member of B.T.L.I.A. 

PAR 4 
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 

Installation Sales & Service 
North & North East of England 

Contact: E. B. & L. Simms 
Tel: (0765) 602175. Fax: (0765) 603488 

Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close, Dallamires 
Lane, Ripon, N. Yorks HG4 1TT 

For all aspects of Golf Course 
Irrigation 
Installation 
Service 
Extensions/ 
Improvements 
Pumping 
systems 
Advisory services 

ILS, 34, Station Road, 
Nassington, 

Peterborough PE8 6QB. 
Tel: (0780) 782375 

^ ^ IRRIGATION 

> S E R V I C E S ^ f y n 

East Midlands Area 
Installation, Sales and 

Serv ice 
Everton, Doneaster, DN10 5DR 

T e l : ( 0 7 7 7 ) 8 1 7 4 1 0 

" O C T | 

RA/N^B/rd 
The unbeatable partnership 

in golf course irrigation 

RINGWOOD, HANTS, BH24 1PA 
Tel: (0425) 472251 
Fax: (0425)472258 

FLANDERBLADE LTD 
Specialists in golf course irrigation 

20 Whiteacre, Littlehampton, 
West Sussex BN17 7JA 
Tel: (0903) 724545 
Full member of B.T.L.I.A. 

PRIME WATERMEN LTD 
Wangford , Beccles, 
Suffolk NR34 8AX 
Tel: 050 278 481 
Fax: 050 278 729 

Weathermatic Distributor 

BRITISH OVERHEAD 
IRRIGATION LTD. 
• Manutacture Equipment • 

• Design and Install Systems • 
The Green, Upper Halliford, 

Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8RY 
Tel. (0932) 788301. Fax. (0932) 780437 

L.S.Systems 
for 
• Water Storage Tanks • 
• -Spraylances+Coupiings*" 
• Dosmatic-Simple Fertilizer Dosing * 
• Cooper Pegler Knapsack Sprayers • 
• Pumps • 

- If it's water, contact Darren 
at 188 Blackgate Lane, 

Tarleton, Preston, Lancashire 
on-0772 815080 

Fax-0772 815417 

Water Quality Control 
pH and chlorine control and dosing systems for 
your irrigation water, for improved turf quality. 
Nationwide installation and commissioning 

service, and advice. 
Contact Brian Sykes 

STRANCO LTD 
Commercial Road, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex. Tel: (0323) 646163 

Mole Ploughs 

L. D. BOURGE IN O X F O R D LTD. 
South Hlnksey. Oxford OX1 5AZ 

Tel: 0865 735420 Fox: 0865 326155 

Sole UK Importers of 
the CASE Mole Plow 



M O W E R ACCESSORIES 
LTD 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s of h i g h 
qua l i t y l a w n m o w e r 

b l a d e s a n d cy l inders . 
Supp l i e r s of spa r e s a n d 

accesso r i e s . 
65 Forncett Street 

She f f i e ld S4 

Tel: 0742 765825 
Fax: 0742 765855 

GRUNDFOS. 
PUMPS i 

NAL I 
N * L 

FOR SPORTS & RECREATIONAL 
TURF IRRIGATION, BOOSTING 

AND WATER SUPPLY 

Contact our sales offices today for 
full information on the Grundfos range 

SOUTH: (0525) 850000 
NORTH: (092^) 813300 

GRUNDFOS X 

pers 

RAILWAY 
SLEEPERS 

Top quality for bunkers, bridges, 
etc. Prompt nationwide delivery. 

T e l : ( 0 4 8 3 ) 7 2 0 4 5 5 

J . H A R V E Y S E R V I C E S 
D o w n s i d e G o o d s Y a r d 

G u i l d f o r d R o a d , W o k i n g , 
S u r r e y G U 2 2 7 Q E 

Sand/Silica Sand 

$ ECC 
^ QUARRIES 

Complete range of dried graded 
silica sands for all purposes. 

Contact John Deavin at 
39 Hockliffe Street, 
Leighton Buzzard, 

Bedfordshire LU7 8HB. 
Tel: (0525) 372201. 
Fax: (0525) 851572. 

Telex: 825868 

The leading supplier of 
MONEYSTONE 
Britain's 
most popular, 
top quality 
BUNKER SAND 

I a Clifton Street, Alderley Edge, 
Cheshire 

Tel: Alderley Edge (0625) 584571/ 
585143. Fax:(0625) 586130 

C R O W S A N D & G R A V E L LTD 
(Part of Gables Group) 

Specialists in all types of sands and gravels contact: 
DICK GUNN 

at The Gables, Stanstead Road, 
Elsenham, Essex, CM22 6LJ 

Tel: 0279 647647. Fax: 0279 816627 

MONEYSTONE 
BUNKER 

SAND 
Granular and Free Draining 

Delivered loose bulk, all parts. 
For cheapest prices contact: 

Jim Burrows at 
M & B SUPPLIES 

Paynter Street, Fenton, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST4 3JL 

Tel: (0782) 598383 
Fax: (0782) 598174 

Tee Mats Turf Dressings 

A R C B U C K L A N D 
I N D U S T R I A L M I N E R A L S 

Sand and Silica Company 

C O M P L E T E R A N G E OF 
H O R T I C U L T U R A L S A N D S 

Contact Lynda Jordan 
Buckland Sand & Silica Co. 

Reigate Heath, Reigate, 
Surrey RH2 9RG 

Tel: (0737) 2 4 0 I 5 I 

TOP GRADE 
TOP DRESSINGS 
Lime free, dried or 
moist - washed sands 
Bulk 24 hour delivery 

ARNOLD 
S A N D S F O R I N D U S T R Y 

J o s e p h A r n o l d and S o n s L t d 
B i l l i n g t o n R o a d L e i g h t o n B u z z a r d 
B e d f o r d s h i r e L U 7 8 T W 
T e l e p h o n e : 0 5 2 5 3 7 2 2 6 4 
F a c s i m i l e : 0 5 2 5 8 5 1 6 2 0 

RMC 

Suppliers of all grades of sand 
and gravel drainage media. 

HALL AGGREGATES (South East) LTD 
RMC HOUSE, CANNING STREET, 

MAIDSTONE, KENT ME14 2RX 
Tel: (0622) 761281 
Fax: (0622) 692433 

Screeners/Shredders 

H E 
GRADEALL INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 

Manufacturers of the S S I 0 0 
Screener/Shredder 

9 Farlough Road, Dungannon, 
Northern Ireland BT71 4DT 

Tel: 08687 40484 • Fax: 08687 48823 

P E A R T S Q U I C K S I G N S 
Embossed aluminium 
and engraved signs, 

bnit 9, Littlemead Ind. Est., 
Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 8ND 

Tel: (0483) 272329 Fax: (0483) 272329 

SHELLEY SIGNS LIMITED. 

EATON-ON-TERN, MARKET DRAYTON, 
SHROPSHIRE, TF9 2BX. 
Tel: 0952 541483 Fax: 0952 541755 

ARTIF IC IAL G R A S S 
TEE M A T S 

& P U T T I N G S U R F A C E S 
FROM 

CARPETITION LTD. 
14 Kaf f i r R o a d , E d g e r t o n , 

H u d d e r s f i e l d H D 2 2 A N . 
Te l : ( 0 4 8 4 ) 4 2 8 7 7 7 
F a x : ( 0 4 8 4 ) 4 2 3 2 5 1 

Top Soi 

DAWI1HERS 
(Established 27 years) 

Suppliers of 
TOP DRESSING 

VARIOUS GRADES OF SCREENED 
LOAMS AND TOPSOILS 

BUNKER AND WASHED SAND 
Honeypot Farm, Honeypot lane, 

Edenbridge, Kent 
0732 865433 (office) 
0860 543370 (mobile) 

SCREENED TOP SOIL SUPPLIED 
AND DELIVERED COUNTRYWIDE 

ALSO WOOD MULCH 
For quotes ring 

JAMES DANDY 
T#l 0 2 4 4 335775 Mobi l * 0535 598388 

Trenchers 
CASE TRENCHERS 

TRENCHEX PLANT SALES 
Dove Fields, Uttoxeter, Staffs. 

Fax: (0889) 563140. 
Tel: (0889) 565155 

Grasslands 
Specialist Seed Grown. Turf Producers 

Covering the SOUTH EAST. 
Grasslands Turf Farm, Ashford Road, New 

Romney, Kent TN28 8TH. Tel/Fax: (0679) 67130 

INTURP 
For High Quality Cultivated Turf 

on the NEW BIG ROLL Turf Laying System 
Tel: (0759) 304101 Fax:(0759)305229 

t B G B O « , , 

^ P R O F E S S I O N A L ^ 

Specialists in growing all 
grades of turf aimed specifi-
cally for all aspects of golf 
course requirements. We 
deliver with our own fleet of 
vehicles with rear mounted 
fork lifts and HIAB mounted 
cranes, for your convenience. 

Te lephone 
Chester (0244) 660901 

Fax 
Chester (0244) 660468 

W E G R O W T U R F T O SUIT 
T H E F U T U R E O F G O L F 

1B 
BAILEYS 
OF 
NORFOLK 
supply 

Professional T u r f Dressings 
for the Profession 

GOLF TURF DRESSINGS 
Approved formulations for use in 

Construction and on the finest greens, 
tees and fairways. 

SAND 
All requirements catered for including 

lime free. Kiln dried sands available. 

SCREENED TOP SOIL 
Including the finest Black Fenland Soil. 

Screened loams to customers' 
individual specifications. 

W e also produce and supply root zone 
mix and always have vast stocks of 

cockle shells for immediate delivery 

DELIVERIES N A T I O N W I D E 

B A I L E Y S O F N O R F O L K 
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, 
Norwich, Norfolk NRI0 5NL 

Tel: 060 548 607 
Mobile: 0860 661603 

D l /Tm BOUGHTON 
D L ^ i l f l A M LTD. 

For 
TURF DRESSINGS 
ROOT ZONE MIXES 

SCREENED TOP SOILS 
BUNKER SANDS 

HORTICULTURAL 
COMPOSTS 

Teltord Way, Kettering, 
Northants 

Tel: 0536 510515 

Rufford 
T O P - D R E S S S U P P L I E S 

B r i t a i n ' s N o . 1 f o r 

QUALITY 
SERVICE 
SHEER VALUE FOR 
MONEY 
Nucks Wood Quarry, Wiggins Lane, 
Rufford, Nr Southport, Lanes L40 1UJ. 
Tel. (0925) 232476 

FEN T U R F D R E S S I N G S L T D 
Manufacturers and distributors of 

FENDRESS also Prescription Dressings 
Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd 

2 Angel Court, Dairy Yard, High Street, 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire, LE16 7NL 

Tel: Market Harborough (0858) 
464346/433003. Fax: (0858) 434734 

The finest quali ty top 
dressings f o r f ine turf 

l a C l i f t o n Street, A lde r l ey Kdge , 
Cheshire 

Te l : A lder ley fcdj»e (0625) 584571/ 
585143. Fax : (0625) 586130. 

Turf Netting 
C O N W E D 

T U R F R E I N F O R C E M E N T 
'for the fastest turf production' 

WEST MIDLAND TURF GROWERS 
Tel: (074-631) 247 Fax: (0746) 767331 



Bayers' Gride 
You expect to read a corny 

message in this space - so here it is -
BUY A B U Y E R S ' G U I D E 

IN GREENKEEPER 
INTERNATIONAL - IT WORKS! 

Call 03473 581/2 

Verti-Drain Hire 

SEWARD 
T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E 

No. 1 in the NORTH 
Ten years experience 
using only the best. 

2 x 1.5m and 
1x 2.5m verti-drains; 

Coremaster complete with collector, 
fairway overseeder 

Contact Michael Seward 
on (0904) 765949 night or day 

VERTIDRAIN MACHINERY 
SLIT DRAINAGE EQUIPMENT 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 
Contact Peter Holmes, 

10 Carson Road, 
Gainsborough, Lines DN21 2RE 

Tel: 0427 613035 • Mobile: 0831 359394 

Vertidrain, Charterhouse 
Overseeder, Coremaster 

Hollow Corer -
all available for hire. 

New and used Compact 
Tractors and Sportsturf 

Equipment supplied including 
Lesco 300D Greensmower. 
R . J . & J . C A M P E Y 
The Dairy, Marton Hall Lane, 

Marton, Macclesfield. 
Tel 0260 224568 or 0860 451011 

V E R T I D R A I N I N G a n d 
H O L L O W C O R I N G H I R E 

with the G.A. 30 
Contact Peter Bloodworth 
WORTH DRAINING 

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire Tel: 0476 84266 

M 
B U T L E R S T U R F 
M A I N T E N A C E & 
M A C H I N E R Y 

Gill Overseeder 
Coremaster Hollow Corer 
Top Dressing Machines 
— all available for hire 

Full r a n g e of s e c o n d h a n d 
m a c h i n e r y ava i lab le for sa le 

Tel: 081 974 2708 
or 0831 364774 

E & S S P O R T S G R O U N D 

C O N T R A C T O R S 

Only a sample of our services: 
Drainage 

Verti-Drain 
Overseeding 

Sand Spreading 

Contact: RICHARD VEITCH 
39 Knox Green, Binfield, Bracknell, 

Berks RG12 5NZ 
Tel: 0344 860690 

ROSS OLIVER 
-SPORTS GROUND CONSTRUCTION 

AND MAINTENANCE 
The most comprehensive service 

in the south west including 
• VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and 

Sportsgrounds 
• RYAN H O L L O W TYNER 
• SAND SPREADERS 
• DIRECT DRILLS 

Contact: Ross Oliver, Greystones, 
Trebudannon, Cornwall, TR8 4LP 

Tel: (0637) 880257 

Classified 
Turf Dressings 

THE BEST 

Call Carol: 

Tel: (07677) 296 

Fax: (07677) 7901 

WITH OPTIONAL SEAWEED ADDITIVES 
Plus Bark, Fen and Meadow Loams, Silica Sands, 
Peat, Fertilisers, Manures and Grass Seed Mixtures 

Manor Farm, Abbotsley, Cambs P E / 9 4UW 

For Sale 

TRACTORS 
FOR SALE 

ISEKI 530 4WD low hours 
ISEKI 2160 - low hours, choice 

of 2 
ISEKI 318 - low hours, choice 

of 2 
KUBOTA 4150 2WD 
FORD 335 - 1 9 8 4 in vgc 
MF 250 - new cab vgc 
MF 20B (250) 
MF 20B (240) 
CASE 1194 - 1985, only 800 

hours from new c/w power 
loader and rear weight on 
agric tyres. 

JOHN DEERE 755 - 1990 475 
hours c/w front loader and 
rear backhoe - immaculate 

All tractors on turf tyres, 
unless stated. 

For further details and prices, 
contact Richard Campey, 

0260 224568, fax 0260 224791 

FOR SALE 
S I S I S H y d r o c o r e r w i t h 

t w i n a d a p t o r s . 

3 y e a r s o l d . 

V e r y g o o d c o n d i t i o n . 

£2,700 ono. 

Tel: (0479) 83451 

kirbys 
grounds & 
turfcare equipment 

Ex Demo Huxley 358 Greensmower with 
3rd wheel drive, Kubota diesel engine, 
turf combs £7,200.00 
Ex Demo Jacobsen TurfCat 4WD with 
60" flail deck P.O.A. 
Ex Demo Ferrag Warrior commercial 
mower with 32" rear discharge deck 

£2,000.00 
Shopsoiled McConnel Dabro mounted 
top dresser £1,200.00 
Used Jacobsen GreensKing with Petrol 
engine £2,500.00 
Used Sisis Autoturfman (as new) 

£1,000.00 
Used Ransomes Haun complete with 
green units, tees units and vertireels 

£500.00 

Telephone Market Harborough 
0858 466660 

Evenings: Graham Robinson 
0536 771262 

Grass Cutting Equipment 

ROTARY MOWERS 
-SPA 

Versatility, simplicity and safety 
Advanced construction 
Cutting widths 1200,1500,1800 & 2350 mm 
Tough and compact 
Four extra large wheels ensure precision cut ranging from 25mm to 10mm 

For further details tel: F.A.R.M. Ltd. 
Evesham (0386) 765770/442082 Fax (0386) 765183 

Services 

GOLF 
CVs 

Give your job application that 

professional look with 

a tailor made CV that makes 

the most of your 

qualifications and 

achievements. Simply send us 

your details and we will write 

and present your CV on quality 

stationery. 

For more information: 

Telephone or Fax 
0243 773818 9am-8pm 

WE SPECIALIZE IN 
GREENKEEPING CVs 

Stone Picking 

D O Y O U H A V E S T O N E 
A N D DEBRIS T O R E M O V E ? 
We have the equipment and experience to 
undertake all stone picking and associated 

landscape works. 
All areas. 

Contact PAUL JAMES 
Tel: (0734) 320539 
Fax: (0734) 320705 

Artificial Tees 

ClubTee 
Installed at Wentworth 

R e c o m m e n d e d by 
Bernard Gal lacher 

C l u b S u r f a c e s L t d 
The Barn, Bisham Grange, Marlow, 

Bucks SL7 1RS. 
Tel: 0628 485969. Fax: 0628 471944. 

Machinery Hire 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 
M A C H I N E R Y 

a n d f u l l y e x p e r i e n c e d 
o p e r a t o r s f o r h i r e . 

U N B E A T A B L E R A T E S 
o n J C B a n d POCLAEOT 
T e l : 0 7 3 4 7 7 3 0 3 8 

0 8 3 1 3 9 2 4 4 0 

Soil Aeration 

COMPACTION? 
POOR DRAINAGE? 
POOR GROWTH? 
All these problems on Sportsfields, Golf 
Courses, Trees or Landscape areas are 

solved immediately with Terralift. 
The proven Terralift system probes 

30in deep to ameliorate areas of deep soil 
compaction and poor drainage - without 

damaging the surface. Soil conditioners and 
root feeds can be incorporated by the Terralift. 
Contact Soilcare (incorporating Colin Pryce 

Terralift) Unit 3, Bush Farm, Nedging, 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7BL 

Tel. & Fax: (0449) 741012 

TERRALIFT 



RECRUITMENT 

COUNTRY CLUB HOTELS 

O U R S E MANAGER 
South of England 

For over 15 years Country Club Hotels 
have successfully operated quality golf 
courses and country clubs alongside first 
class hotels. 

We are now seeking an experienced 
Course Manager to play a key manage-
ment role at one of our hotels in the 
South of England. Within the overall 
brief of maintaining and improving our 
reputation for the highest quality golf, you 
will have responsibility for a dedicated 
team of experienced staff and control of a 
maintenance budget. 

You must have a thorough knowledge 
of modern greenkeeping practices, wide 
experience of equipment, machinery and 
irrigation systems and have good leader-
ship qualities. 

In return, you can expect a com-
petitive salary, pension scheme, meals on 
duty and other benefits associated with 
working for a major hotel group. To apply, 
please call Sarah Gaver on 0582 422022 
for an application form or send a cv to 
Country Club Hotels, Whitbread House, 
Park Street West, Luton, Beds L U I 3BG. 

Golf-Club Augsburg e.V. 

GREENKEEPER 
required 
For 18 hole 30 years old prestigious course 
located in Bavaria, west of Munich. 

Applications are invited from experienced 
Greenkeepers with a sound knowledge of course 
management, modern greenkeeping methods and 
course machinery. 

Salary negotiable. 

We will help to find accommodation. 

Apply in writing with full CV to: 
Golf-Club Augsburg e.V. 
Engelshofer Str. 2 
8903 Bobingen-Burgwalden 
Germany 

FIELD SALES MANAGER 
An opportunity has arisen for an energetic person to join a team of Sportsturf 

Suppliers and Consultants. The successful applicant must have a Sportsturf or 

Horticultural background and have previous experience in selling to Golf 

Clubs, Parks and Recreation Departments and Landscapes. A location within 

Central Scotland would be desirable. 

This position attracts a salary plus commission, along with a car and usual 

company benefits. 

Please write including CV to: 

Duncan McNab, McNab Sports Supplies/M&M Turf Products, The Muirs, 
KINROSS KY13 7AU 

LANSDOWN GOLF CLUB 
require a 

QUALIFIED 1st ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

For established course celebrating 
its centenary in 1994. 

Experienced in all aspects of greenkeeping. 

Please apply in writing with CV to: 
The Secretary, Lansdown Golf Club, Bath BAI 9BT. 

Closing date: 30th November 1991 

RECRUITMENT starts on Page 10 

Do you need 
GOLF COURSE SPECIALISTS 

with over 
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

in golf course construction and 
maintenance 

3D CONSTRUCTION 
can provide all you need 

It doesn't matter whether you require a relatively small job 
undertaken like a tee rebuilt or a major project like 9 new holes 
constructed. You want the task managed efficiently, effectively 

and professionally. 
We'll provide *he expertise to do just that... and more besides. 

COMPLETE PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
FULL RANGE OF PLANT AVAILABLE 

NATIONWIDE SERVICE 
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS INSTALLED 

TENDER WORK UNDERTAKEN 
DRIVING RANGES INSTALLED 

S G J G B E Ê U G Œ E Ç C G G J 
3 Bond End 
Monks Kirby 
Nr. Rugby CV23 ORD 
Tel: 0734 773038 
or 0831 392440 

AD 
REF 
340 
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R E C R U I T M E N T 

Head Greenkeeper 
New Appointment 
Negotiable Package, South Wales 
Established in 1931, Glynneath Golf Club 
sits in a superb National Park setting at the 
Southern entrance to the Brecon Beacons. 
The course has grown from 9 to 18 holes over 
the last 10 years and until now has been 
maintained by two full-time staff with part-
time support. Our President Mr. Max Boyce 
has been a driving force behind massive 
improvements and the Club is the venue for 
the prestigious Max Boyce Classic. We now 
need an experienced Greenkeeper to take a 
key role in our continuing development. 
With at least 5 years relevant experience and 
ideally with formal qualification, you will be 
able to show a significant success record in 
golf course maintenance preferably where 
sizeable change has been involved. Although 
you will have sound supervisory experience 
you will have a hands on approach towards 
getting things done and you will be well 
used to the broad flexibility needed in this 
type of position. We are ready to negotiate a 
suitable package to attract you to this beautiful 
area where the quality of life is high, house 
prices relatively low and coastal/city 
amenities are close at hand. 
Applications, giving full career details, to, 
Mr. R.M. Ellis, Secretary, Glynneath Golf 
Club, 'Briony', Ystradfellte Road, 
Pontneathvaughan, West Glamorgan. 

H A N K L E Y C O M M O N 
G O L F C L U B 

invite applications for the position of 

ASSISTANT 
COURSE MANAGER 

Applicants must have suitable 
qualifications and experience in all 
aspects of course management. A 
thorough knowledge of machin-
ery and maintenance is essential, 
together with the ability to moti-
vate and direct staff. 
An attractive package which 
includes accommodation is nego-
tiable depending upon experience. 

Applications in writing 
to include full CV to the Secretary. 

Hankley Common Golf Club, 
Tilford Road, Tilford Farnham, 

Surrey GU10 2DD 

ERSKINE GOLF CLUB 
HEAD GREENKEEPER 
A Head Greenkeeper is required for this 
prestigious 18 hole parkland course situated 
on the banks of the River Clyde, 15 miles 
west of Glasgow. 
The successful applicant will hold relevant 
qualifications and be able to demonstrate an 
excellent track record in modern course 
management and maintenance techniques. 
The ability to communicate effectively and 
direct staff efficiently is essential, as is expe-
rience in dealing with suppliers and budget 
control. 
A popular and busy course, the highest 
standards are expected and in relfection of 
this, an excellent salary and benefits pack-
age is on offer. 
Applications enclosing a full CV should be 
sent to: 

The Secretary 
c/o Renfield Recruitment, 

180 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 2UE 

EXPERIENCED 
GREENKEEPER 

This 90 year old Surrey parkland course requires 
an experienced greenkeeper to join the team 
under Stewart McMillan, the Course Manager. 

Applicants should be City & Guilds qualified or 
equivalent, have a sound knowledge of modern 
greenkeeping methods, including maintenance of 
machinery and irrigation systems. 

The successful applicant should be capable of 
leading a team, after initial guidance from the 
Course Manager. 

Salary negotiable, accommodation available for 
single person. 

Please write, enclosing details of career to date, to: 
The Course Manager, Letherhead Golf Club, 

Kingston Road, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 ODP 



THE WIRRAL LADIES GOLF CLUB LTD. 
require a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
For Eighteen Hole Heathland Course 

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of 
greenkeeping and have a thorough knowledge of course machinery 

and maintenance. 
Must be prepared to work with, motivate and control staff. 

No accommodation. Salary negotiable. 

Applications including full CV and present salary to: 

The Secretary, Wirral Ladies Golf Club Ltd., 
93 Bidston Road, Oxton, Birkenhead, Merseyside L43 6TS 

Situation Vacant 
Professional Grass Machinery 

SALESMAN/WOMAN 
The successful applicant will cover a part only of our total operating territory 

in South-East England and, ideally, be located in the Counties of Surrey 
or Sussex. 

The position includes a Company Car. 

Applications should be from persons with previous selling experience and a 
sound knowledge of the Professional Grass Machinery industry 

and made in writing to: 

Ray Carter, PAICE & SONS LTD. 
71-79 Loose Road, Maidstone, 
Kent ME15 7DQ. 
Tel: (0622) 678944 

STRANDHILL GOLF CLUB, SLIGO, 
IRELAND 

require a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Strandhill is an 18 hole links built in beautiful sur-
roundings in the west of Ireland. 

Applications are invited from Head Greenkeepers 
and Assistant Greenkeepers for this position. Salary 
negotiable. Accommodation may be provided. 

Applications should be received in writing on or 
before Friday 29th November 1991 and include a full 
CV. 

To: Course Manager, Strandhill Golf Club, Sligo, Ireland 

Donnington Valley Golf Club 
HEAD GREENKEEPER 
required for this recently extended 18 hole course, 

situated just north of Newbury, within easy reach of the M4. 
Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of 

greenkeeping, and experience in golf course construction 
would be an advantage. 

No accommodation. Salary negotiable. 

Please apply in writing with full CV to: 
The Manager, 

Donnington Valkey Golf Club, Old Oxford Road, 
Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG16 9AG. 

GOLFCLUB BAD SALZUFLEN 
(Germany) 

requires a 

GREENKEEPER 
Our golf club is one of the most beautiful and well groomed 18 hole clubs 

in Westphalia. The new greenkeeper will work in a team with four 

colleagues and be in personal charge of the greens. Pay commensurate 

with this responsible position. Knowledge of the German language is a 

must. Please write, enclosing references along with recent photo, directly 

to the secretary office of the: 

Golf and Country Club Bad Salzuflen 
Am Schwaghof 

4902 Bad Salzuflen, Germany. 
Telephone 05222 10773 or 05223 6930 

Your application will be treated in strict confidence. 

HANBURY MANOR 

GOLF COURSE DIRECTOR 
To manage a prestigious Jack Nicklaus U golf Course. Applicants must be 

fully experienced in managing USGA sand/bentgrass greens 
with computerised irrigation systems. 

The successful candidate will also have a proven track record of 
maintenance to the highest standards and excellent staff management skills. 

An Agronomy degree is preferred. 

Salary is negotiable. 

Apply in writing with full CV to: 
Kate Synott, Director of Human Resources, 

Hanbury Manor, Thundridge, near Ware, Herts SGI 2 OSD 

HIGHWOODS G o l £ r.LUB 
T.IMITED 

invite applications for the position of 

H E A D CREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of 

greenkeeping and have a practical knowledge of modern 
machinery and irrigation systems. 

Accommodation is not available. Salary negotiable. 

Apply in writing to the Secretary enclosing CV. 

Highwoods Golf Club Limited 
Ellerslie Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex TN39 4LJ 

THE NORTH WALES GOLF CLUB 
requires a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
The club is situated one mile from Llandudno town centre 
and is an 18 hole links course founded in 1894. 
6,132 yards, S.S.S. 69. 
Applications are invited from experienced greenkeepers 
who have the appropriate qualifications and can demon-
strate a sound knowledge of course maintenance and 
good organisational and management skills. 
Please apply in writing with CV to: 

Mr G D Harwood (Club Secretary) 
The North Wales Golf Club 

72 Bryniau Road, West Shore, Llandudno, Gwynedd LL30 2DZ 
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TURF AERATION 'THE EASY WAY' 
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T O R O 
H Y D R O J E C T H I R E 
FOR QUALITY SERVICE 

Contact: Dave Stephenson 
D Sc E Turf Maintenance, 

St John's Schoolhouse, Central Parade, Shildon, 
Co. Durham DL4 1DL 
Tel: (0388) 778844 

(0836)376944 

+++++NATIONWIDE SERVICE+++++ 

AROUND THE GREEN 
30 quayside to cross The Clyde, a quantity of usquabae having been 
consumed from prize winning bottles of the nectar. 

The hiring of a bus was a great success, the pleasure heightened by lis-
tening to passengers in full voice belting out ditties that have been associ-
ated with greenkeeping since the formation of our association. This was 
certainly a section meeting which will long be remembered by all those 
present, especially for its friendliness and camaraderie. 

May we remind members that the West Section dinner looms just 
around the corner and is open to all greenkeepers, their friends and col-
leagues. Sloans Restaurant is the place to be on November 8th, with tick-
ets still available from committee men, some trade members or direct 
from the secretary. 

No date yet fixed for our section AGM, but members are reminded that 
an AGM is where your voice may be heard, where you may vote changes 
to administration and where your grievances may be put to all present 
and discussed. Most of all, it is the one place where all members of the 
West Scotland Section of BIGGA should attend. 
Cowal results: Scratch - Scot Ballantine (Torrance Castle). First class 1st 
- Jack Stedward (Douglas Park). 2nd - Sandy Bulloch (Mount Ellen). 3rd 
- Stephan Hagg (Drumpellier) Second class 1st - Tom Hindmarch 
(Cowal). 2nd -Ian Wilson (Blairbeth). 3rd - Sandy Brawley (East Kil-
bride). Third class 1st - Alistair Frazier (Renfrew). 2nd - Cecil George 
(Lenzie). 3rd - Brian Hiller (Drumpellier). Apprentice Trophy - Alistair 
Frazier. Trade - Alan Stevenson (Souter's of Sterling). Visitors - Andrew 
Peace (Port Glasgow). 

GORDON KERR 
and CECIL GEORGE 
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Turf Machinery Ltd 

Machinery to the Professionals 
Wedglen Industrial Estate. Midhurst. West Sussex GU29 9RE 
Tel. (0730) 815775. Fax: (0730) 815844 

THIS MONTH'S MACHINERY SELECTION 
Cushman truckster 3w - Petrol - choice 
Ford 1210 c/w Front Loader and Back Hoe 
Howard Price 1040 Rotary 
Jacobsen 422D 4WD Flail (ex-demo) 
Ransomes 180D Floating Heads RFE D/Con 
Ransomes Certes - choice (new engines) 

Ransomes Towed Gangs 
Ryan 5 Greens Air MklV 
Ryan Turf Cutter JR12 
Shop-soiled McConnell Aeration Equipment 
- only a few left at special prices 
Twose Triple Roller 

PRICES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

RFE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE HAVE BEEN APPOINTED UK DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR THE ALL-PRO DRIVING RANGE BALL DISPENSERS AND WASHER SYSTEMS 

• SPECIAL • 
Ransomes 

340 TG Magna 
heads as new 

P.O.A. 

NATIONWIDE SPARE PARTS 
SERVICE 

For all main brands of 
professional machinery 

* SPECIAL * 
Ransomes 350D 
Floating Heads 

complete with cab 
P.O.A. 

Main dealers for Allen - Easy Picker - Iseki - Jacobsen 
We buy and sell - always willing to take part exchange 



WISE 
The time's come to make a firm commitment to your 
future. Complete and return the Pre-Registration 
Card in this issue and confirm YOUR intention to 
attend the BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition. 

The 1992 BTME will be the most 
comprehensive event of its hind, 
giving you the opportunity to 
discover the full potential and 
diversity of greenkeeping and the 
fine turf industries. 

Review the entire range of 
services and machinery from 
leading industry names. 

National and international 
exhibitors, plus a wide selection of 
smaller but no less significant 
companies, promise to make the 
1992 BTME the best you've seen. 

And don't miss the Educational 
Seminar Programme. Top names, 
important topics and valuable 
information you just can't miss. 

Save time and money 
- pre-register TODAY! 

1 

EXHIBITORS 
TO DATE 
ADAS 
Aitbens Sportsturf 
Asnew Ltd 
Atterton & Ellis Ltd 
Becber-Underwood 
Better Methods-Europe 
Bomford Turner 
British Seed Houses 
Caird Environmental Group 
C & P Soilcare 
CDC Horticultural 

Equipment Ltd 
CMW Equipment Co 
D & E Turf Maintenance 
Dixon & Holliday 
Euroturf care 
Fairfield Turf 
Farmura Ltd 
Fenchurch Northern 
Ford New Holland 
Fraser Grown Lawn Professional 
Gem Professional 
Golf Course Services 
Grays Organics 
Hares of Snape 
Hole in White 

Howard Evans Financial Services 
Huxleys Grass Machinery 
I/C Distributors 
ICI Professional Products 
Inturf Ltd 
Isebi UK Ltd 
Jacobsen 
Johnsons Seeds 
Kubota (UK) Ltd 
Lawn Technology 
Lely UK Ltd 
Lindum Seeded Turf 
Lloyds & Co Letchworth 
Maxwell Hart Ltd 
Multi-Core Aerators 
Otterbine Barebo Inc 
H Pattisson & Co Ltd 
Prime Watermen 
Professional Sportsturf Design 

Associates 
Ransomes Sims & Jefferies 
Rhone Poulenc 
Rigby Taylor Ltd 
Rolawn (Turf Growers) Ltd. 
Rufford Top-Dress Supplies Ltd 
Sierra UK Ltd 
SISIS Equipment 
Sports Turf Research Institute 
Sta-Brite Supplies Ltd 
Supaturf 
Supreme Mowing 
Tacit 
The Scotts Company 
Tillers Turf Co Ltd 
Toro 
Universal Materials 
Vitax 
Watermation 
Wright Rain Ltd. 

BTME 
BIGGA Turf Management 
Exhibition and Seminar 
Programme 1992 

22-24 January 1992, Harrogate 
Organised by the British & International Golf Greenheepers Association 

Comfortable, practical and stylish - that's the all-weather Neptune II 
rainsuit specially designed for greenkeepers and guaranteed to keep you 
dry. Made from a revolutionary new fabric, these rainsuits are quiet, soft 
to handle and lightweight - but durable enough to withstand the coldest, 
wettest winter. What's more, the microporous fabric allows perspira-
tion to pass through the outer membrane without letting in wind, rain 
or humidity - you stay warm, dry and comfortable all the time! The 
suits are hardwearing, washable and allow a full range of movement. 
Now BIGGA have teamed up with manufacturers ProQuip to bring you 
these weatherproof jacket and trouser sets at an unbelievable low price. 
They're available in Navy/Silver or Navy/Jade with different styles for 
men and women. And because of a cancelled export order, orders for 
women's rainsuits will be supplied with an extra pair of trousers - absolutely 
free! These quality workwear garments are fully guaranteed for a year. 

All rainsuits are supplied complete with BIGGA logo 
as seen on national TV at Royal Birkdale during The Open. 

HIGHEST quality for the LOWEST 

price you'll find - but hurry - this is 

a limited offer. Order today! 

O R D E R C O U P O N 

I Name: 

J Address: 

j Please supply Men's style Rainsuit L) 
J Colour: Navy/Silver U Navy/Jade LI Size: S ¡mi U 
| M (42/44*) • L (44/44") • XL (44/4T) LI XXL (48/50') • 

i Please supply Women's style Rainsuit • 
! Size: 10 • 12 • 14 • 16 • 18 • 
i Colour: Navy/Silver U Navy/jade U 

i Cheque enclosed for £ ...... 
• made payable to BIGGA. All trousers are Navy coloured. 
, Prices include postage and packing. 
I Cl ip this coupon and post wi th payment to B I G G A , 
j A ldwark Manor , A ldwark , Alne, York Y06 2 N F 
I Photocopy this form, or write the details on a plain piece of 
I paper, if you don't with to cut up your magazine 

m 
Men's style 

£69" 
Women's style 
-includes extra 
pair of trousers 
absolutely FREE 

Keep 
dry when it's wet in our special 

Supplied by top manufacturers ProQuip 
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Congratulations 
to Brian Story, 

Silloth on Solway 
Golf Club, winner 

of this year's 
TORO/PGA TOUR 

Student 
Greenkeeper 

award 

Nothing compares to Toro 
when it comes to satisfying § 
a natural demand for a thirst-
quenching reviver «I especially 
at grass-roots level! 
So take a tip, if you are 
considering automatic irrigation 
splash out on a Toro system. 
The results can, you'll discover, 
be quite stimulating 

TORO. 
Think irrigation. Think Toro. 
Toro Irrigation Limited 
Unit 7 Mi l lstream Trading Estate Ringwood 
Hampshire • BH24 3SD Telephone: 0425 476261 

M E M B E R O F 
B R I T I S H T U R F 
& L A N D S C A P E 
I R R I G A T I O N 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

F 


