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NOW WE'VE GONE
FOR A DRIVE

Our Lesco Greens Mower is an amazing

success (we're selling more pro rata than
anyone else in Britain). So now we've
added a Fairways Mower. It has a complete
hydraulic operation system, excellent
stability, superb performance and much
more. The Lesco policy is simple and very
professional, provide the greenkeeper with
unrivalled quality, value, and backup then
offer it, unlike some of our rivals, at a
sensible price. You know the only way to
choose a mower is to test drive it first
so give us a call and we will arrange a

demonstration... and a comparison!

LESCO

FROM CDC

Quality doesn’t always cost the earth
CDC Group plc, Chapel Works, Waldringfield, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4PT. Telephone: (0473) 36791
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Advertising in
Greenkeeper
International works -
90% of the display
advertisers in our
January/February
edition have had
enquiries through our
free Reader Reply
Service.

Don’t let YOUR
business miss out
any longer!

Call Bill Lynch
on 091 413 7218 or
Carol Dutton
on 0207 570117
.. NOW!
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Building a new golf course?

Nothing could be more simple than to take a few fields and turn
them over to golf... or so it seems. But before the first sod is turned
there is a minefield of legislation to surmount, as Jonathan Gaunt
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Fresh from the trauma of
completing this second issue
of ‘Greenkeeper Interna-
tional’, and basking in the
mild feeling of comfort it
affords, 1 was reminded of a
scrap I read somewhere by a
witty writer whose name I
cannot recall but whose
observations on journalism
are engraved indelibly in my
mind. “Writing a column is
easy”, he wrote, “All you have
to do is sit at your typewriter until small
drops of blood form on your forehead”.

Preparing the first issue was a bit like
that, save that the blood ran rather more
freely, but with the backing of some
unsung heroes we were ready on time
and judging by your generous comments
we seem to have been pretty well
received.

In recent times however it has become
fashionable to attack almost everything
that BIGGA does to improve the lot of
their members, and the armchair critics
of this magazine, even after a single
issue, are suggesting that your editor
(and by implication your Association) is
guilty of pro-American views and that
the magazine has failed to highlight
British greenkeeping issues.

I am no apologist and will not rise to
their bait, least of all after just one
month, for in recognising an intelligent
audience I believe that whilst issues on
our doorstep are important, those hap-
pening elsewhere in the world can
often have a profound influence on The
Way Forward - the path we earnestly
seek to tread.

We will publish technical turfgrass

From the Editor

management articles, written
by the people who can prop-
erly guide those who do not
presume to know it all. We
will sometimes feature golf
courses which perhaps bear
scant resemblance to many
of the tired-out affairs on
which some British green-
keepers are forced to toil, but
in maintaining a balance we
will also look long and hard
at some strife-ridden courses
and aim to offer practical solutions.

We'll also hear a lot from the educa-
tors and hope that we may absorb new
ideas; we'll look at thorny environmen-
tal issues or proposed legislation that
may threaten our livelihood and strive
always to protect and improve the well
being of all greenkeepers.

There will be enjoyment in this maga-
zine, but there will also be controversial
issues honestly faced with no attempt at
‘disinformation’.

We are sure there will be times when
you'll want to put pen to paper, splut-
tering in protest at statements with
which you vehemently disagree.

That is what controlling a magazine
is all about.

This one is YOURS and you will be
addressed seriously, without conde-
scension or pontification.

From the warmth of my office in Sus-
sex I'm taking pleasure in watching the
snow fall, delighted that this natural
blanket will give some rest and protec-
tion to courses which have been
thrashed so mercilessly for so long. Just
keep off those toboggans!

DAVID WHITE

Flying Divots

Dirty deeds in the
public sector

Lack of supervision, bad working practices and quality
reduced well below specifications are becoming increas-
ingly prevalent as pressure on public sector spending
continues to favour those who submit the lowest ten-
der.

Transferring a weaker product into the drum of a
specified grass growth retardant required by contract
terms has led a Leicestershire based weed spraying con-
tractor into trouble.

Languard Limited of Husbands Bosworth, Lutter-
worth, were apprehended on the side of a Yorkshire
motorway and found to be in possession of a quantity
of 20 litre drums labelled REGULOX K. Upon analysis
the drums were found to contain a weaker strength
product and not REGULOX K. Languard Limited, who
were members of the National Association of Agricul-
tural Contractors, Amenity Section, until their resigna-
tion on Feb 1st 1991, were working as sub—contractors
to Tarmac in South Yorkshire at the time of the discov-
ered abuse.

Following the incident the manufacturers of REGU-
LOX K have been granted an injunction in the High
Court of Justice preventing Languard Limited from a
number of actions in relation to their product and trade
mark, with costs also awarded against Languard Lim-
ited.

GOOD SERVICE

GREENMASTER-THE
RIGHT TEAM SELECTION, :
WHATEVER YOUR GA&/I E. )

L4

In 1989 the All England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club
Wimbledon chose the two newest members of the
Greenmaster team for the Wimbledon championship
courts. The application of Zero Phosphate for turf
preparation pre-tournament and Turf Tonic as a
late summer feeding afterwards has proved an
ideal combination, highly commended by Jim
Thorn, Head Groundsman.
Greenmasters Free Flowing granules are easy to
apply and ensure excellent coverage. Therefore,
giving uniform turf reponse of balanced growth
and good colour.
Whatever your particular turf care needs or
problems, there's sure to be a winning Greenmaster
formula or combination for you.
So, pick your own unbeatable team from the
Greenmaster range — you'll get the right result.
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An appreciation of what is not always appreciated

Hawaii sheds grass
skirt mentality...

Forget the soft Hollywood image of grass—skirted hip
swinging maidens — politicians in Hawaii, America’s
tourist—trap capital, are proving to be as hard-nosed as
any when it comes to making an easy extra buck.

Hawaii’s relatively close proximity to Japan has made
it a target for Japanese golf course investment and the
politicians recognise a good thing when they see it.
Although proposed legislation has yet to be officially
passed, some Japanese developments have already given
a polite bow of approval to charges to be levied on golf
course developers which could bring huge returns - bil-
lions rather than millions — to Hawaii, in the euphemisti-
cally titled Community Impact fees. Sums in excess of
$200 million were agreed by just one company to get
approval to build two private members clubs. If we
British question the thinking behind the casual accep-
tance of such unseemly extravagence, remember that
golf-hungry Japanese are happily paying around
$100,000 for memberships, which can then be traded on
the Tokyo Stock Exchange, just like shares in Sony or
Toyota.

... Bbut closer to home

If the smart though ever—so-slightly fishy scheme con-
cocted by the Hawaiian parliamentarians has you won-
dering what skullduggery might be cooking on our own

doorsteps; consider the following:

Such is the concern regarding so called ‘sweeteners’ —
the practice of firms paying for such as old peoples
homes, wild-life parks, village by—passes, even agreeing
to double-glaze a council estate in exchange for plan-

ning permissions — that the Government is to investigate |

this practice, which is recognised as being completely out
of hand.

Typically, it seems, a council will suggest that planning
permission is forthcoming only to hedge after a firm has
committed labour and materials for the project. When
actually confronted, the authority might suggest a pro-
ject on their own ‘shopping list’ and a deal is then struck.
The tactic, described by one eminent planning professor
as “sometimes amounting to blackmail”, is a festering
sore.

Green-watching as we do, we are totally in favour of
the trend for turning surplus farming land into golf
courses but note that Department of the Environment
guidelines recently issued suggest that golf courses
should not now be built on SSSI's (Sites of Special Scien-
tific Interest) or AONB’s (Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty).

With opposition escalating to the growth of golf, cer-
tainly new golf, and with so many official sticky fingers
in the honeypot, one wonders how long it will be before
golf course developers are ‘persuaded’ to include little
‘Extra’s’? On the premise that nothing’s for nothing in the
business world, the poor old end user — the golfer — may
well foot this final bill.

Agenda - The

ITV pro-
gramme which looks
at political decisions
affecting the South
and South East -
took on the role of
campaigning for
reasoned thinking
with regard to new
golf course applica-
tions when featuring
our own John
Millen recently.
John appeared in his
role of designer at
the new Weald of
Kent Golf Course
and demonstrated in
his inimitable fash-
ion the thinking that
has gone into this
new and exciting
pay and play com-
plex. Viewers were
treated to a brief les-
son in the psychol-
ogy of playing shots
over water and
shown an impres-
sive image of John'’s
swing - albeit with-
out the benefit of
club or ball!

CCURATE RELEASE

IN ONE

FISONS

Fisons pic, Horticulture Division

Paper Mill Lane, Bramford

Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 4BZ.

Tel: (0473) 830492 Tx: 98168 FIBRAM G

"} FOR HEALTHY BALANCED

THE QUALITY SLOW RELEASE

FOR QUICK AND EFFECTIVE

THE ALL IN ONE FERTILIZER

FORMOSS CONTROL AND

GROWTH

TURF FERTILIZER

MOSS CONTROL

AND WEEDKILLER

A TOUGHER SWARD

Fax: (0473) 830046

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY
Greenmaster Autumn and

Greenmaster Mosskilier contain ferrous sulphate

Greenmaster Extra contains MCPA and Mecoprop.

Greenmaster is 3 Trade Mark of Fisons plc. < Fisons pic 1991



Two new appoint-
ments are
announced by
Maxwell Hart’s,
with Melanie Perry
joining the Com-
pany as their Tech-
nical Sales
Representative to
cover the counties
of Shropshire,
Staffs, Derbyshire,
Northants, Leices-
tershire, and Lin-
colnshire. Her sales
brief will cover
Maxwell Hart’s
range of turf main-
tenance products.
In a similar capacity
is Mark Hillier, who
will cover the
South-West of Eng-
land.

Pl AcEs Who and what are moving on and moving in, in the greenkeeping industry

B David Hannam, Regional Administrator for The North-
ern Region and for so long a stalwart member and active
supporter of BIGGA, is on the move. Soon to take up his
new position as Head Greenkeeper, Golf Club Du
Domaine Imperial, Switzerland, his settling on the other
side of the Channel will leave a gap in the Association,
which may prove a tough act to follow. We wish David
well and hope he’ll look in on us from time to time when
visiting his beloved Yorkshire.
B George Hampton, one of the
keenest of North Scotland’s
members, is leaving Fortrose
and Rosemarkie Golf club to
take up the post of Profes-
sional to the Pitlochry Golf
Club. As a keen 2 handicap
amateur, George joined Burn-
tisland Golf Club as pro/green-
keeper in ‘64 and remained
there for 4 years before mov-
ing to a similar job at
Stornoway. He remained there
for 7 years before moving to
Fortrose and Rosemarkie,
where he has served for 16
years. Although he is leaving greenkeeping, George will
remain active in BIGGA as an Associate member.

A regular prizewinner, George was at one time forced
to play off plus 3 but could still win! His greatest pride
and career highlight came in ‘85 when he managed the
Scottish Team, bringing them to a fighting second (from

17 teams) behind Ireland in the Ransomes International
at St Andrews. He will be no stranger at Pitlochry, for he
has assisted retiring pro Jimmy Wilson over many occa-
sions during their popular golf week. Proof of his coach-
ing skill can be found in his three sons, all of whom play
scratch or single figure golf.

As George moves from Fortrose and Rosemarkie Golf
Club, his place is being taken by first assistant George
Paterson, a former top student at Elmwood College and
a regular member of the Scottish North District Golf
Team. We join with all Scottish members in wishing
them both good fortune.

B Huxleys Grass Machinery
have appointed David MacKay
as their Senior Development
Engineer, specifically to lead a
team engaged in the design
and development of both new
and existing models within
Huxleys machinery range.
David, a Chartered Engineer,
has been involved in develop-
ment and project engineering
throughout his career.

M Denis Durnian, a likely prospect for 1991 Ryder Cup
honours, has signed a sponsorship deal to represent Por-
tal, the Donald Steel designed golf complex at Tarporley,
Cheshire. Portal is the course where Mark Proctor, for-
mer Young Greenkeeper of the Year, is Course Manager.
Proctor is no mean golfer himself, recently coaxing a
wedge over water and into the cup at the 120 yard 13th.

MacKay
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RFE Turf Machinery Ltd

Machinery to the Professionals

Wedglen Industrial Estate, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9RE

Tel: (0730) 815775. Fax: (0730) 815844

Are you trying to stretch this year’s Budget?
— Consider the options —
Is there surplus machinery you could trade in or sell?
Have you considered our Reconditioned Turf Machinery?

We will endeavour to supply your needs from our extensive range
of new and OUR fully reconditioned turf machinery.

SERVICE

Main dealers for Allen - Easy Picker - Iseki - Jacobsen - Woods
We buy and sell — always willing to take part exchange

NATIONWIDE SPARE PARTS

Bookings now being taken for
Ransomes 180 Diesel Conversions

N o7 e
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ASK YOURSELF
ISN'T IT WORTH
ONE
TELEPHONE
CALL?
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8 RFE - RFE - RFE - RFE - RFE EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE
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FAGES &
PLAGES

M There are two schools of thought on how best to weather an eco-
nomic downturn or depression, with one battle plan suggesting dig-
ging-in and holding fire — a sort of wait and see approach. At
‘Greenkeeper International’ we hear both gloom and doom and confi-
dent optimism and show greater inclination toward listening to the
latter. We applaud ‘the bottle is still half full’ mentality and our day
perked-up when we learned that Jacobsen’s UK sales showed a dra-
matic increase again in 1990. Such is their confidence that a move to
a new 24,500 square feet complex at Kettering, Northants, is seen as
confirmation of the Company’s long term commitment and optimism
in the UK market.

Speaking of the move, MD Rene Orban said, ‘Our increasing sales
volume and ever growing machine population in the UK meant that
we had simply outgrown our Kings Lynn base’.

Jacobsen’s new address is Telford Way, Kettering, NN16 8UN.

M Friendly Guy Longbottom, well known to
greenkeepers and those who frequent trade
exhibitions as the man with the cheerful
disposition, has been rewarded for the
major role he has played at Rolawn Ltd,
especially in developing their depot net-
work, with a seat on The Board. He now
becomes Operations Director.

B SISIS have announced the appointment
of John Burnham as their Area Representa-
tive for the Midlands. As an ex-golf profes-
sional who comes from a farming
background, John brings to the task an added edge of expertise,
together with some 16 years experience in selling horticultural
machinery. We're sure both old and new SISIS customers will wel-
come him and, who knows, he might even have a remedy for that
irritating shank!

M Robert Brewer, the talented young greenkeeper who left Stirling a
year or so back to join Sunningdale, talked to ‘Greenkeeper Interna-
tional’ recently about his own career progression since his move and
of how much he is enjoying the additional opportunities afforded him
at this top—notch location. He also tells us that Bob Bennett, who has
been commuting by air from Glasgow to manage Sunningdale, is to
relinquish his post and will shortly hand over to Lawson Bingham
from Old Prestwick. From one prestige location to another, Lawson
will be sure to find Sunningdale to his liking, bringing with him as he
does yet more of that solid, dependable Scottish know-how. And as
Lawson moves south, Murray Stuart, First Assistant Old Prestwick,
takes on deserved promotion as Head Greenkeeper.

B Murcar Golf Club, that splendid links course a mere mashie shot
from Royal Aberdeen and boasting equally delicious turf, has a new
Head Greenkeeper in Chris Pearson. Originally from Aberdeen, Chris
has been Head at Arbroath for the past three years. Also on the move
in Scotland is Craig Hildersley of Turnhouse Golf Club, who will
travel a scrap further south to Longniddry Golf Club as their new
Head Greenkeeper. Kenny Anderson, also from Longniddry, joins in
the merry-go-round by taking up a commercial appointment with
Stewarts of Edinburgh.

Longbottom
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FERTILISERS

Even Spred - Fertiliser spreaders built
to withstand the rigours of tough
commercial turf care applications.

Manuiactured to a light
yet perfectly balanced
design, from heavy duty 1"
tubular frames, Even
Spred ensures a smooth
efficient broadcast with a
spread width from 7 to 13
feet. The large capacity
hoppers are self cleaning
and completely rustproof
to provide years of
dependable service.

Avajlable in 3 sizes to
suit every application.
Model 220 with 25kg
capacity hopper ideal for
golf courses and multi site
use where transporting is
necessary. Model 240 with
50kg capacity hopper for
landscape contractors,
and large sports areas.
Model 260 with 15kg
capacity hopper for smaller
sports areas such as
bowling greens.

Featuring practical
designs - A three hole
distribution system to
guarantee continuous flow
and stainless steel agitator
to avoid congestion
at output, large 5"
permanently lubricated
gears in sealed casing to
keep outdamagingdirtand
grit, and easy locking
on/off flow control lever
with accurate application
rate settings.

3 Hole

Distribution On/Off control

Large 5" gears

/4
Supaturf

Supaturf Products Limited
Old Fosse Works, Coventry Rd. Narborough. Leicester
LEQ 5GJ. Tel: (0533) 750256 Fax: (0533) 750973
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Nothing’s

Above: The full
splendour of
nature’s panorama
shown to great
effect here on the
green and
approach — 14th
West.

FUNL 7
Right: Pretty as a ey
picture — the 3rd

green East.
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mpossible

Critics said the East Sussex

National golf course would be

impossible to achieve and

impossible to maintain.

DAVID WHITE reports on a

dream which became reality

A common trait amongst certain members of the British
public is to ‘knock’ that of which they are unaware or
which threatens to dislodge long-held beliefs. Working on
the premise ‘don’t knock it ‘till you've tried it’, there is evi-
dence to suggest that hordes of doubting Thomas’s may
choke over their prejudices as the 36 holes of East Sussex
National Golf club provide visual and dramatic proof that
USGA spec sand greens planted with Pennlinks bentgrass
can be a huge success in Britain.

The dream that became a reality began just three years
ago when Brian Turner, a successful Canadian
entrepreneur and self-confessed golf addict, became
enamoured with a handsome tract of Sussex countryside
and fired with the idea of creating a course which would
stand comparison with the best in the world, perhaps -
whisper it - in time becoming a mirror image of Augusta
National itself, right in the heart of rural Sussex.

Designing the courses, both the tournament inspired
East with its gallery mounding and the elegant and grace-
ful West with distant views toward the rolling South
Downs suggesting shades of Bonnie Scotland, was
entrusted to the inspirational Bob Cupp, former senior
designer for Jack Nicklaus. The results achieved may have
put Cupp in the same league as MacKenzie, Colt, or Don-
ald Ross.

The main contract was given to the Transcontinental
Golf Course Construction Company, a group with a repu-
tation for producing fine quality work. The results are
truly evident at ESN.

Ken Siems, also a Canadian, was hired by Turner to nur-
ture and train a staff capable of maintaining both courses
to tournament conditions on a daily basis. Now, after
three years intensive work in which the ESN courses have
been built and maintained to championship standards
which many said were impossible to achieve and totally
impossible to maintain, the ESN team are happy to
demonstrate the results.

Ken, pictured, is no braggart, yet is justifiably proud of
the praise heaped upon the maintenance team by the
British Walker and Curtis Cup teams, both having used
the courses for intensive pre-match practice and both
attributing their success in no small part to the use of
ESN’s Anglo / US user friendly playing characteristics.

‘There are no
certain
recipes for

turfgrass
success and
the grass
species and
sands
utilised here
are but two
of the
ingredients in
providing
such quality
turf. A sound
management
programme is
an equally
critical
element.’

- KEN SIEMS

Quizzed on why he thought most British con-
sultant agronomists were so adamant in insisting
that Bentgrass would not grow successfully in the
UK climate, Ken intimated that growing Bentgrass
here required a completely different management
programme, different say to that which he would
use in his former Toronto location. ‘I think’, he
said, ‘that people have the mistaken belief that
creeping Bentgrass — or USGA spec greens — are
only managed in one way, but the intensity and
frequency of growth will vary considerably
depending on the climate prevalent in the geo-
graphical area in which it is grown. There are no
certain recipes for turfgrass success and the grass
species and sands utilised here are but two of the
ingredients in providing such quality turf. A
sound management programme is an equally crit-
ical element.

‘It is a complicated science, with improvements in the
science of turfgrass moving as quickly as in any other
high-tec industry. Nobody knows it all, but flexible think-
ing and experimentation are the keys to success for the
greenkeeper.

‘A small turf nursery should form part of a green-
keeper’s course management programme, for it is a great
idea to experiment with fertility, fungicide and disease
prevention programmes and can prove useful when
attempting to ‘sell’ an idea to a green committee. If a
Club wishes to rebuild their greens using the USGA spec I
would strongly recommend they authorise and encourage
the building of such a nursery, using the USGA method,
in order that first hand experience of the different man-
agement needed for such new greens may be studied and
evaluated. It is a difficult transition to move from soil
based greens to those which are sand based in one fell
SWOOp.

‘We spent many months testing and indeed rejecting
many specimens before hitting upon the right sand for
our type of operation. The sand/peat mix drains very
quickly and consequently nutrient leeching is also very
rapid. From the very start our thinking has been clear. If
quality greens were going to be built then the USGA spec
was - for us — the only way to go. It is our considered
opinion that it is a mistake to build in any other way’.

On the vexing question of overplay, Ken takes a firm
stance in stating that he sees this as the biggest single
problem in the industry.

He continued, ‘At ESN our target is not more than
25,000 rounds on each course. More than this and the
quality will diminish. Of course the number of rounds
played will vary from course to course, dependant on soil
types, design and drainage. We are not above closing the
course when frost is prevalent and our members not only
understand our reasoning but appreciate it. They know
that quality has a price’.

Reflecting on his maintenance team, Ken outlined the
Club’s commitment regarding training. Already Ken Bar-
ber, a head greenkeeper who came to ESN from Crowbor-
ough Beacon Golf Club, has been trained for greater

® Continued overleaf
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‘Commitment
to excellence’

@ From previous page

things and is away at this moment at the Penn-
sylvania State University. Their plan is for at
least one green staff member to attend Penn.
State’s Turfgrass Programme each year. An
after work lecture and maintenance ‘think tank’
is held each week and upwards of 20 staff
attend. Although this is unpaid, it reflects the
overall commitment to excellence held by
every single greenkeeper.

As if managing two courses and upwards of
40 staff in the peak months was not enough,
Ken is also working closely with David Black-
mur at Plumpton Agricultural College. Here
ESN are building sand greens on Plumpton’s
own little course and although the concept is a
new one for Blackmur he is enthusiastic about
the theory and understands and endorses one
vitally important fact — a good sand does not
compact.

Summarising, Ken Siems is in awe of the fine
job British greenkeepers do within the limita-
tions of the equipment and budgets placed at
their disposal. ‘With what they have they do far
better than their American counterparts’ were
his actual words.

‘There is however one thing that we would
all do well to remember’, he concluded, ‘prac-
tices change, technology races ahead and with
a bit more of the | can do it approach, noth-
ing is impossible — certainly not USGA spec
sand greens that work’!

Developing a golf course: from|

10

by JONATHAN GAUNT.

The author gained his degree in
Landscape Architecture at Leeds
before joining Golf Landscapes
Ltd as their golf course designer.
His first design was the 27 hole
Jack o’ Legs Golf Centre at
Stevenage and he is currently
contracted to design 18 holes for
Magnolia Park Golf Club, Bristol.
He is one of a new breed of
young architects and has
recently formed his own
consultancy practice in London.

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL March 1991

PART ONE: Feasibility Studies

Over recent years many landowners have
become increasingly attracted to the potential
of selling their land for golf course develop-
ment. They may not always be in a position to
develop themselves, but selling land to devel-
opers with the magic words ‘with planning
permission for a golf course and hotel’ often
spells fat profits.

This however is not always wholly true, for
developers are very choosy when it comes to
buying a golf course site. There are a number
of criteria that a site must satisfy before any
decision can be made; for instance there is a
world of difference between a site with full
planning permission in the Norfolk Fens and a
site that is just a few hundred metres from a
junction of the M25. Location is so very
important, for it will be the one factor above
all others that will determine the success of
the facility — access must be close to a major
road or motorway and in addition there has to
be a major conurbation within 15 or 20 min-
utes drive.

The wise landowner, especially one striving
to be both planning seeker and developer, will
want to ask many questions. How can I max-
imise on my available acreage? What kind of

course should be built? How can I be sure it
will be successful? How much will it cost?
How can I get the local environmentalists on
my side? Are there enough would-be golfers
who will want to play?

Quality of land is not a major problem,
except when finance is severely limited, for
today a golf course can be built almost any-
where - on marshland, disused gravel pits,
land-fill sites, or mountain slopes. Indeed
some sections have even appeared on floating
pontoons in the middle of a lake! The amount
of land available will determine if the course
is to be 9, 18, 27 or 36 holes and this has a
direct bearing upon the amount of golfers
who can play at any one time — which in turn
effects the profit.

The course must be able to pay for itself and
above all make money, so if other profitable
leisure facilities can be provided in the club-
house or ancillary buildings this becomes less
of a problem. It must never be forgotten that
the overriding factor most likely to prevent
development going ahead is of course finance
— or the lack of it — for building a golf course
is never cheap.

Landowners and developers often steam
ahead with planning applications without first




190 yard 13th
on the West

Course

virgin site to the opening day

doing anywhere near enough research
and in particular without having a feasi-
bility study produced. Maybe in their
early euphoria they are a little too keen
on seeing the golf course built, but they
must expect that when an application is
brought before a District Council it will
not reach ‘committee’ for at least 12
weeks, and then only if all the councillors
have had an opportunity to at least read
the landowners proposals.

There can be frustrating delays, perhaps
caused by members of the committee
being on holiday or by an applicant failing
to provide enough information or simply
because of bad communication.

The landowner who has the foresight to
ask questions first and act later will be
one who calls upon the services of a golf
course or landscape architect to prepare a
feasibility study, one who has experience
in the preparation of such documents. The
information included within the study is
wide ranging in content and a number of
sources are often required.

The feasibility. study will identify
sources of finance, a major bank possibly,
or perhaps the architect will direct the

landowner towards a broker. Brokers
have their own contacts of course but will
expect to collect a fee for their services —
sometimes as much as 2% of the bor-
rowed amount. The study will determine
where the site is in relation to the market
demand, by researching population levels
in the locality and taking due regard of
the number of existing Golf Clubs. Equally
important will be a count of the number
of golfers who may care to become mem-
bers, perhaps already on waiting lists, and
their expected waiting period.

The Sports Council often provide help
with such information and the demand
level can then be made by the consultant
with recommendations, for example, for
the type and scale of facilities that are
most suitable.

One of the most important factors
within the study concerns the physical
characteristics of the site. For example, it
may be that only 50% of a site can be
used because of extreme slopes or
because the soil is so poor that a massive
drainage system is required which could
be prohibitively expensive to install, thus
making the development an unviable

proposition.

Not only is it essential to produce a fea-
sibility study at the outset when funds
may not have been finalised but even
after finances seem secure, for even some
of the large and ambitious developments
have come up against financial problems
brought about by an uncertain economy
or by insufficient planning.

Summarising, a feasibility study can
save both money and worry. Making plan-
ning applications is both expensive and
time consuming, especially when the
whole exercise ends up being a complete
waste of time. By having a study prepared
at the outset a landowner will have a firm
foundation upon which to establish a
sound development.

He must also be prepared for other pos-
sibilities: that he may be strongly advised
not to proceed at all, that he must look
elsewhere for more suitable land, or
indeed forget about making his fortune
from golf altogether.

@ Next month: When the planning appli-
cation is finally approved, the real work
begins...
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- The par three,
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No ordinary year

In
conversation
with

David White,
BIGGA
Chairman
IVOR
SCOONES
talks of an
exceptional
year in his life
- when
chairing
Association
affairs became
‘not so much a
job, more a

way of life’!

As my term of office draws to a close I look back on a highly
charged and eventful year — certainly no ordinary one — with
pride at the honour that was bestowed upon me and gratitude
for the privilege of having worked with such dedicated board
members. Coming into board management in the Association
was no overnight affair, for I have been involved with green-
keeping committees since as far back as I can remember. I was
National Chairman of BGGA back in ‘72, served as a section sec-
retary for seven years and held most other offices at one time or
another. I did once fancifully try to retire from committee life,
but they say ‘once a committee man, always a committee man’,
and I was soon dragged back — without too much pain or dis-
pleasure I might add - for it can be hugely rewarding.

I've been a greenkeeper for 31 years, 28 of them at my
beloved Long Ashton and have enjoyed wonderful support from
the membership. Indeed, they've shared equally in the pleasure,
pride and honour that comes with my being Chairman of
BIGGA. It appears the kudos rubs off on everyone — my wife,
my family, my wonderfully loyal team of three green
staff and my members. All have appeared to
gain pleasure from my experience and though
sacrifices had had to be made, especially as
being chairman demands a 25 hour clock,
the shared pride has made it doubly
worthwhile for me.

I first learned of becoming chairman
some three years ago when Jack
McMillan ended his term of office.
Tradition has it that the outgoing
chairman names the man he considers
worthy to take the vacant vice—chair-
man post — after a little ‘sounding out’ -
with his choice then put to the board for
approval. With board work taking such huge
chunks of one’s time, especially that of chair-
man, it is vital to get these soundings dealt
with early on - for the year of office is such
that planning must be programmed well in
advance in order that the candidate, his fam-
ily and his Golf Club can make the jig-saw fit
together properly.

Fortune shone on me in 1989 through serv-

‘With every year
the Association
grows bigger and
more ambitious’

but in the main the golf world was not supporting us, other
than the R & A who have been and remain a most marvellous
mainstay. We had to find the money and there was a degree of
anguish and squealing.

George Malcolm has been my vice—chairman and we've
enjoyed a good close working relationship. I guess one tends to
look at situations as they arise and realise that many current
things will still be ‘bubbling in the pot’ after one’s term is done.
I've tried to pass on my experiences and endeavoured to ensure
solid continuity. Certainly the biggest task has been to attempt
to keep every board member advised of all that’s happening — a
huge task given the continually evolving situation in relation to
our magazine. Happily matters have progressed and I am
delighted that these thoughts on my year in office will appear in
our new magazine ‘Greenkeeper International’. The impact this
magazine has already made it quite tremendous and I'm confi-
dent it will continue from strength to strength.

As a board we admit to being inspired amateurs, though by
being in the deep-end we learn to become profes-
sionals PDQ. There are times when perhaps we
might side against the advice offered by our
Executive Director, and rather like a Golf
Club committee, there is one problem
that continues to beset us, namely conti-

nuity. We don’t know the answer to
that one, but perhaps we are not
alone, since 90% of Golf Clubs have
the same thorny problem.
Essentially Neil and I work
closely together and he gives me a
weekly report of current happenings. As
chairman it is incumbent upon me to
decide with Neil those things which require
board attention, for clearly with so much
happening if every single item was to reach
the discussion table the permanent staff
would be kept busy 24 hours a day just churn-
ing out relevant papers.

To redress what may appear as a picture of
‘all work and no play’, there have been many
wonderful times throughout the year. At
Egham, when I took over, I enjoyed a fantas-

ing as vice-chairman alongside Paddy McCar-
ron. His was no uneventful year either and the one sure thing
that can be said about Paddy is that he would have made a mar-
vellous politician, skilled as he is at pouring oil onto troubled
waters. With every year the Association grows bigger and more
ambitious, especially in the field of education, which ensures
that careers in greenkeeping are better and more fulfilling for
those involved. With this growth comes the revelation for board
members that more and more time is demanded for official mat-
ters. If you are unaware upon joining the board, the realisation
is soon thrust upon you that there is no place for the
half-hearted or only slightly dedicated.

Called officially to the ‘chair’ at Egham, I was in no way under
any illusion that this would be the start of a year of fun. There
were rumblings — even then — with the major problem being the
failure of the then magazine to serve as a proper form of com-
munication and reflect the true voice and spirit of members.

Like any new Association, for that is what we are, we have
growing pains, because we are growing at such a frightening
rate. My own personal view was that we needed to slow down
and consolidate. It’s nice to get all these new things but unless
you get them on a firm footing circumstances can change, espe-
cially on the financial side. We had done things that were com-
plete necessities, education being our major project and priority,
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tic week and the atmosphere of the place
itself was quite magical. I've enjoyed visiting other sections and
meeting up with old friends, I've been thrilled at The Open, and
taken great delight in seeing other members enjoy themselves at
our own National Tournament and at the ICI, Toro and PGA
European Tour Award ceremonies.

There have been trade and industry invites, and a delightful
element of wining and dining that has seen my waistline suffer-
ing along with my golf handicap!

Asked what I would like to see for the Association in an ideal
world I can instantly respond by suggesting that the golf world
might look to providing the finance necessary to train all green-
keepers. Training is something that industry has been doing —
and paying for — for years and the time is ripe for golf to catch
up. That would be a first priority, with another wish thrown in
for good measure that Golf Clubs recognise they are now in the
big business league and leave professional greenkeeping work
to professional greenkeepers. ‘The Way Forward’ document pin-
points the inadequacies of how many Clubs are managed and
yet the very essence of Golf Club committee structure continues
to ensure that there are amateurs who insist on making ‘their’
mark during their term of office. Thankfully I've escaped that
problem in the main, though there’s always one — somewhere -
who wants to change the world!
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~ Your greens aren’t th
only thing that will appreciate
the new 2243

Your golfers will love the way it change the direction of your
leaves your greens, too. That’s perimeter cut each day. Giving
because its new offset design your greens a well deserved rest.
leaves less compaction on the Your golfers a better shot at a
playing surface. Which gives your  birdie.

golfers a better shot at improving The 2243 also features a liquid-
their game. cooled, 18-hp (13 kW) engine,

To reduce harmful rut- =3~
ting and compac-
tion, John Deere
uses a unique
offset design
that lets you

steerable cutting units, power
steering, hydrostatic drive and
more.

See your dealer for all the facts
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Seeds and Turf: a Greenkeeper International feature

Liguid (Sod’
\ 4

the greatest ever advance in turf culture

Ligquid (Sod"’
W Pre-Germinated Seed

establishment within 2-4 days

blends for all sports turf needs

even establishment of all grass species
reduced risk of weed invasion
reduced irrigation requirement and
reduced overall cost!

1T E)EE]

Liquid!Sod'
Q Soil and Turf Reviver

A unique formulation enabling deeper water
penetration; an enzyme content to
complement naturally-occurring and added
nutrients; and humic acid to improve root
system development.

Liquid/!Sod'
Q Pre-Seed Fertiliser

Specially-formulated for use with pre-
germinated seed and to ensure optimum
availability of primary and secondary
nutrients.

Liquid-Sod products are now available from:

South-West England and South Wales

Euroturfcare Limited, Shaftesbury, Dorset
Tel: 0747 51201/54987. Fax: 0747 53763

South-East England

Euroturfcare Limited, Iver Heath, Buckinghamshire
Tel: 0895 834411. Fax: 0895 834892

Midlands, the North, Scotland and Ireland

Inter Seeds Limited, Inkberrow, Worcestershire
Tel: 0386 793135. Telex: 336870. Fax: 0386 792216
AD

GREE

231
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AREYOUA
GRADE-A

GREENKEEPER?

Grade A Amenity seeds from British Seed Houses
are for groundsmen who want only the highest
quality turf.

Whether your requirement is for golf courses,
sports grounds, parks, urban areas, road verges
and reclamation sites — British Seed Houses can
supply the right mixture for your needs.

At their extensive grass trials ground at Lincoln,
British Seed Houses evaluate hundreds of different
cultivars. Only the best are selected for use in
Grade A mixtures.

With 24 different mixtures available, advice on
the appropriate Grade A mixture to use for
specific site requirements can be obtained from
our experienced and technically qualified staff.

£

AMENITY
MIXTURES

Send for a catalogue for more details of Grade A
I Amenity Seeds from British Seed Houses Ltd.,
Bewsey Industrial Estate, Pitt Street, Warrington,
[ Cheshire WAS5 5LE. Or telephone (0925) 54411.

Golf Greenkeepers work in the firing

line when it comes to ecological sensitiv- lél‘) BRITISH SEED HOUSES LTD

ity. In this special feature we study mod- WARRINGTON 0925 54411 - BRISTOL 0272 823691 AD

. LINCOLN 0522 86714 - EDINBURGH 0968 78480 - BANBRIDGE 08206 62207 REF
ern methods with seeds and turf care. 87
Back to the grass roots, you might say...
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When less
means more

75 sq. yds. of turf = 3 Lawn Tech. rolls or 112 standard rolls

Less
joints
shrinkage
slippage
weeds
stress

time to lay
after-care
cost

delay to use

More

benefits
for contractors
and clients

The ultimate

fine sports
turf,
landscaping
and utility
contracts.

AD
REF
b Big 25sq.yd. turves

laid in minutes

service for : -

l LAWN®
g TECH

THE PERFECT LAWN ON AROLL

Contact Chris Bradshaw,

Lawn Technology Limited,
Lothlorian House, Lake Road,
Deepcut, Surrey GU16 6QY

Tel: 0252 836126 Fax: 0252 835315




Seeds and Turf

IAN DAIR, Assistant Director with the
Nature Conservancy Council, writes of the

Council’s aims for golf course ecological

preservation, essentially as a primer to the

introduction of their new Greenkeepers

Conservation Management Plan...

Golf is booming. It used to be something for the privi-
leged few (Scotland excepted). Now, millions take part
in the sport and many millions more wish they could.
Golf is big business and is already a major land user with
the 1,800 or so courses in Great Britain covering around
100,000 hectares. If the R & A’s predictions on the need
for more courses are fulfilled there could be another 700
courses in England and Wales alone covering another
40,000 hectares.

If it hasn’t done so already, golf has to grow up very
quickly to meet this new status. It must be aware of its
position in the world at large. That it is doing so, and
very well, is expressed in the initiatives which the Royal
and Ancient’s Greenkeeping Panel have taken in issuing
their two discussion documents ‘The Way Forward’ and
‘The Demand for Golf. ‘The Way Forward’ recognises in
particular that ‘when managing the land on which golf is
played we must ensure that greenkeeping practices are
beyond reproach from the rest of the community. The

II‘ W EAN

conservation lobby grows annually in strength and a lit-
tle planning now may save a lot of trouble in 10/15

years time’. My organisation, the Nature Conservancy
Council, is part of the conservation lobby — the reasoned
and responsible part, given that any lobby will have this
part and the other (no less useful in its way) with a more
than single-minded devotion to the cause. To quote
again from ‘The Way Forward’ - ‘it must therefore be in
the interest of course management — and the game - to
form a proper working relationship with the NCC, in
order that future plans work to the benefit of both par-
ties. And, again, to publicise the part that Golf Clubs

@® Continued on Page 19

The best ground cover....

Fast!

FOR DETAILS OF OUR STANDARD INTURF LIMITED — —

RANGE OF CULTIVATED TURFAND  11b REGENT STREET, POCKLINGTON, = ==

THE NEW “BIG ROLL” TURFING YORK YO4 2ON. L] ERN
TELEPHONE: (0759) 304101 FAX: (0759) 305229 GROUP

SYSTEM CONTACT:

Above - Sundridge
Park Golf Course,
Kent.

On Pages 14, 15 -
Church Stretton
Golf Course,
Shropshire
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ROLL
UP

Optional Blades to dehatch,
edge and strip.

sperior: amel soil
Gt prodnels

SOIL PRODUCTS
' AVAILABLE IN BULK
~ OR IN HANDY BAGS

74

! It's not just superior turf we're ‘amous for - more and more landscapers have

‘ discovered our top quality range of Fairfield seed and soil products. Whatever
your application, the combination of our superb materials will help give you the

§ very best results.

Our five excellent turf grades are:-  Our range of soil products include:-

* Supersport * Root zone construction mix

I * Superturf * Topdressing
* Superfine * 10mm and 4mm screened top soil
* Flora Turf ¢ Cricket/tennis topdressing

* Economy * Bunker sand
Pedestrian Models For our free colour turf and soil selectors, please clip the coupon or call
also available. Hugh Soden on (06794) 731 today.
FAI RFIELD TUR Fairfield Court, Fairfield, Brookland,
Romney Marsh, Kent. TN29 9RX
v weu help give you the ege
Please send me my free turf and soil selectors
PROFESSIONAL { i
For sales, service and next day parts delivery E Company
ap | Dutton, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 4LL Al Address
rer | Tel: (0928) 719336 Fax: (0928) 710329 REF i
170 18 | Postcode Tel
L o o e e o e e e e e e e e e e e
EXCITING NEW PRODUCT [ e sy e e
FOR TODAY'S TURF MANAGERS Mt
PRODUCT FEATURES VITAX GRO-COVER PRODUCT BENEFITS
® 1000’'s of patented micro FOR FASTER & BETTER ® Provides uniform ventilation
perforated funnels moulded GRASS SEED ESTABLISHMENT and pordsity with a 93.5%
into the gro-cover polythene available light transmission.
fabric.
® University tests show night
® The design of the micro :ow re:d Whg' s‘e‘:an low temperatures are
funnels collect and store the oyes, Head Greenkeeper increased up to 7°F for soil
sun’s heat. of Harpenden Golf Club and 6°F for air.
Lid, Harpenden, Herts, has 1 _ ,
® Gro cover floats on and to say about Gro-Cover. . Protection against birds,
protects the emerging grass. wind and washaway.
"“A complete cover of new &
grass in only two weeks
and the green back in
play within three. | cannot
praise your product
enough and would
recommend it to anyone
in the greenkeeping
profession.”
PROBLEM GREEN 3 WEEKS LATER
VITAX LTD., OWEN STREET, COALVILLE,
LEICESTER LE6 2DE. TEL. 0530 510060. FAX. 0530 510299
AD
REF
139
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Seeds and Turf

® From Page 17

play in responsibly conserving wildlife for the benefit of the whole
community’. A nature conservationist, whether reasoned or rabid,

couldn’t put it better.

So, what has the Nature Conservancy Council done to respond to
this overture from the R & A? A lot, is the answer — but hand in glove
with the R & A, the National Golf Unions and your own association,
BIGGA. Our aim in so doing has been to encourage the golf world to
manage its land and its activities with nature conservation, or its re-
creation, in mind: to assist the golf world to do this: and to achieve
both these aims with a minimum call on the NCC itself since, as a
Government agency, we are kept on a very tight rein by the Treasury.

How could we help the golf world to keep golf green? I happen to
be the chairman of my Golf Club and Mike Schofield, the colleague
who worked with me on our nature conservation and golf course pro-
ject, is a keen golfer himself. So we knew that whatever we did had to

General points
for turf on the

golf course

1 Management: To get greens
into play in the shortest time
choose turf which has been
intensively maintained at a
relatively low cutting height
in the turf grower’s nursery.
2 Disease: Should disease
affect a turf containing a mix-
ture of grasses it is likely that
one of the grasses will be less
susceptible and will fill in
gaps created by the death of
its companion grass. A single
species turf (pure bent or
pure fescue) cannot do this.
3 Weeds: All cultivated turf
should be free of both broad-
leaved weeds and weed
grasses, particularly annual
meadow grass.
4 Soil Type: Most new golf
greens are constructed with a
sand/soil rootzone mix. In
terms of natural soil this most
closely approximates to
“loamy sand” or “sandy
loam”. A turf supplier should
be able to provide informa-
tion.
5 Samples: The best way to
choose turf if you are at all
unsure is to inspect the field
from which your order is to
come, or to obtain a repre-
sentative sample as close as
possible to harvest date. Any
reputable turf grower will
welcome the opportunity to
show you his fields.
6 Price: It is expensive to pro-
duce a good quality turf. If
you are offered turf at a
cheap price be very wary and
find out what has reduced
the price. As with many prod-
ucts, you get what you pay
for.
7 Independent Advice: There
are many so-called advisers
jumping on the golf course
bandwagon. Use only quali-
fied agronomists for advice.
® by Rolawn’s
ROBERT LAYCOCK

be acceptable to the golf world and
to the people who control what hap-
pens on golf courses ie the captain,
the chairman of green and, most
importantly, the greenkeepers. So
we asked them what they wanted,
consulted them over what we were
producing and gained their support
and commitment throughout. The
result has been a book ‘On Course
Conservation — Managing Golfs
Natural Heritage’. This was spon-
sored and fully endorsed by the R &
A and launched by Michael Bonal-
lack at the ETME Conference in
Harrogate in January 1990. It was
distributed free to every club in
Great Britain. We are following this
up with an example of a conserva-
tion management plan for your
course which the greenkeeper can
complete.

This is what the NCC and the
golf authorities are doing. But what
can you as a greenkeeper do to
manage your course for conserva-
tion? Well, first of all get hold of the
book from the captain or secretary.
Look out for the training courses on
conservation management which
BIGGA conduct regularly. But, most
of all, think of yourself not just as a
golf greenkeeper but as a conserva-
tion manager for your course. I
never cease to be impressed by the
general conservation knowledge,
and the specific knowledge of their
own course, which comes across
whenever I talk to greenkeepers. I
feel confident that in looking after
wildlife you are looking after the
interest of the golfers who use your
course, that course itself and golf in
general. Michael Bonallack put this
eloquently, ‘In these times when so
many species of plants and animals
are endangered by so called
progress it is good to think that golf
has a tremendous opportunity to
reverse this trend’.

PLAYING
SURFACE

par none!

must be the same... pure, true and firm.
And there’s no better start than laying GREEN
KING turf from Tillers.

That’s because GREEN KING is grown
using the best possible varieties of fescue and
bent — Bardot, Sefton, Center and Oriflamme.
Varieties that have been bred to survive under

close mowing. Compact, dense and fine leaved.

W\-‘}
RE E:NCTIRIN G
And because GREEN KING is grown on

sand you’ll never get water standing on your
greens. All designed to keep the members on

the course, and not on your back.

Ask about our tees turf, too, by calling
free on our Adviceline 0800 591666.

Whether you're constructing a new
green, or repairing an old one, the final surface

R e BE R SRS

pioneers in turf technology

Tillers Turf Company Ltd., Castlethorpe, Brigg, South Humberside
DN20 9LG. Telephone: 0652 650555. Fax: 0652 650064.
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Seeds and Turf

Search is on for the ‘ideal’ seed mixture...

This article is In theory, the use of seed gives the user the widest
abridged from choice of species and cultivars, and it should be possible
the booklet: to pick and choose the best for each particular situation.
TURF ON THE In practice, however, thg constrgctor tends to choose
from the ranges of proprietary mixtures offered by the
QOLF COURSE, major seed houses. In devising their mixtures the seeds-
by Robert men inevitably have to compromise between availability
Laycock, and price. Some desirable cultivars are effectively exclu-
Rolawn sive to a seedsman and so the ‘ideal’ seed mixture
Technical remains hypothetical. Even so, the annual STRI seed
Dicochor. Coples guide enables an objective comparison to be made.
5 Given time, seed can give a first class surface. It does
free on request

to BIGGA HQ.

not introduce any undesired soil types to the course and
is by far the cheapest method. Unfortunately in the

British climate, seed is significantly slower than turf.

The use of turf speeds up the establishment time of
greens — the most crucial part of the course - and it is
here that turfing is becoming the conventional way of
quickly obtaining an established putting surface.

Good cultivated turf is purpose-grown from different
seed mixtures by suppliers who have an established rep-
utation and should be mature, uniformly cut, weed-free
and available year round. Choosing the most appropriate
is the key to success. From a practical view there is less
risk involved in creating a new green from turf, for
seeded greens are notoriously subject to adverse weather
conditions and weed invasion. Indeed there are many
who in going for the immediate saving which seed

Lindum - the perfect turf for golf .greexis, téés, v
fairways and landscaping.

A range of the finest quality seeded turf; seed

prescriptions and fertilisers matched to customers

special needs; with a full preparation and after-care

advisory service.

For golf ‘course.s, Lindum are the leaders,
of course!

LINDU

OR

LANDSCAPE AND

LEISURE

aer  Church House, Horkstow, Barton on Humber, South Humberside, DN18 6BG. Telephone (065 261) 564 or 329. Fax (065 261) 447
38
Exclusive Supplier of Turf to the Gateshead Garden Festival Company
= DEPOTS NATIONWIDE
";F ROLAWN LTD. ELVINGTON, YORK Y04 5AR. TELEPHONE (0904) 608661
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Turf provides less risk, takes less time

brings have found that they have had to pay for seed and
turf as well, together with suffering delays.

Turf for Golf Greens

By far the most common grass to spoil the uniformity of
the green is annual meadow grass (Poa annua). This
weed grass has a faster growth speed than most other
grasses and, if present in conditions which suit it, may
take over the whole green. It is susceptible to diseases
and has poor colour in drought and winter.

Fescue/Bent Turf

‘As an ideal surface on which to play year round golf, fes-
cue / bent turf cannot be surpassed’. — The Way Forward
— published by the R & A Greenkeeping Panel, 1989.

The normal turf used on North European golf greens
consists of fine-leaved fescues (Chewings and/or slender
creeping red fescue) and browntop bent and is the sur-
face recommended by the R & A and the STRI.

The traditional seed mixture for greens turf is 80%
Chewings fescue: 20% browntop bent, which should
yield a turf containing a good balance of these species.
The ideal green should contain both fescue and bent but
the proportions will depend on prevailing site and man-
agement conditions.

Current high levels of play, coupled with inadequate
green drainage, have led many fescue / bent greens to
deteriorate to the extent that they now consist mainly of
Poa annua with some bent. Good construction and man-
agement will avoid this happening, but if not cared for
the fescue is the first to go.

Inter Seeds

Growing for Success.

When buying fescue / bent turf look for an assurance |
from the supplier that their turf is free from Poa.

Cumberland or Sea-Washed Turf

Harvested mainly from the Solway Firth sea marshes,
sea-washed turf consists mainly of native fine-leaved fes-
cues with little, if any, bentgrass and the soil is silty. The
fine particle size of this soil inhibits drainage and may
lead to compaction and surface water retention. As well
as badly drained greens, this in turn leads to Poa inva-
sion once out of the salty environment. It is virtually
impossible to keep this turf pure on an inland course.

Pure Fescue Cultivated Turf
This is a recent version of sea-washed turf. Using seeds |
of cultivars of fine-leaved fescues, it can be grown on
soils other than those of estuaries. Pure fescue turf is
very fine-leaved and can look impressive to the uniniti-
ated on first inspection.

Pure Bent Turf

In the USA and on American influenced courses in
Europe, creeping bentgrass (usually Penncross), is the
accepted grass for golf greens. Its use in this country is
controversial. It is usually established from seed though
a very small amount is being grown for turf. Creeping
bentgrass greens need a different management approach
from conventional fescue/bent greens because they
spread by the production of above-ground stolon (creep-
ing stems). This essentially means more frequent verti-
cutting than on fescue/bent turf.

Seeds and Turf

‘As an ideal

| surface on

which to play
year round golf,
fescue / bent
turf cannot be
surpassed’.

- The Way For-
ward ,
published by
theR& A
Greenkeeping
Panel, 1989

TURF

mg«ggﬂﬁ%‘
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SPECIALISTS IN GROWING
SEEDED TURF

Five mixtures grown from the finest cultivars.
All qualities from Golf and Bowling Greens to
the back lawn. Freshly cut and delivered on
our own transport, nationwide with forklift off
loading facility. Cultivars included in our turf
are: Sefton, Oriflamme, Cindy, Limosine and

Send now for our comprehensive 1991 catalogue
detailing the PRO range of AMENITY GRASSES including
the top D.SV. varieties LISABELLE, LISUNA, LIFALLA,
LIPROSA and LIMOUSINE. Wild flower mixtures, fertili-
sers and erosion control matting also included.

Inter Seeds Limited
Thorn Farm Evesham Rd. Inkberrow Worcestershire WR7 4L %
Tel. (0386) 793135 Telex 336870 INTERS-G  Fax. (0386) 792216/792715
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WHIPSNADE (0582) 873555
MILTON KEYNES (0908) 270701
NEWENDEN, KENT (0797) 253322
Chute Farm, Whipsnade, Beds.
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Having a compact tractor
is one thing — using its
versatility is another. That's
why Iseki have a full range of
attachments to suit your
tractor. Attachments
designed with your tractor in
mind, the right working width
for the best productivity,
matching tractor to
attachment to enable you to
get the job done on time -
every time.

There are machines for
the builder and landscaper,
machines for councils and
local authorities, a range for
golf course and sportsground
maintenance, all because Iseki
know what you need, to make
the most of your tractor.

Iseki attachments,
because no matter what make
you've got, we've got more of
a range, for more of your jobs
- no wonder Iseki are the
driving force for professional
grounds care, horticulture
and landscaping.

If you don’t have a
compact tractor yet — we’ll
even help you with one of
those too!

rTo Iseki UK Ltd., Broadway,
I Bourn, Cambridge CB3 7TL.
| Tel: 0954 718981. Fax: 0954 719731

e ’ - \ . i " - o o8 : A .: Please send me more details on
Iseki Attachments
HEDGE TRIMMER ROTARY CUTTER POST HOLE BORER COREMASTER I §
| ame

i
|
I
I
I Address :
|
|
i
i

...youw’ll want some of these |
|
ISE=IKK | ATTACHMENTS 55508050 1 ™"

“’ TRACTORS - MOWERS -POWER EQUIPMENT - ATTACHMENTS
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To the Editor
I write to ask if you can provide me with information on head green-
keeping positions in the USA.

Currently I am a deputy head greenkeeper at Brookmans Park, a posi-
tion I've held for the past 14 months, previously having held the post of
assistant greenkeeper at Finchley for 5 years. I play golf and have a
handicap of 14.

I attended a City and Guilds College course for 3 years and passed all
the examinations I took, I've been a member of both EIGGA and BIGGA
over seven years and recently became a committee member of the Lon-
don section.

The idea of moving to the USA as a head greenkeeper is one that
appeals and when I travel on holiday to Florida in September I plan to
take along my CV and references.

I would be most grateful for any advice you can offer.

BARRY MOGGRIDGE
Brookmans Park Golf Club.
@ Barry’s letter is typical of many such requests received, and
the information | can offer is regrettably not encouraging. Obtain-
ing the necessary ‘green card’, the permit essential to enable a
person to take up employment in the USA, is very difficult indeed.
Restrictions are such that a prospective employer/sponsor must
prove to US officials that a position cannot be filled by an Ameri-
can citizen. As a good example, a Japanese chef might obtain
entry to prepare food for an exclusively Japanese restaurant if no
Japanese/American resident can be found, but his sponsor must
prove that all other sources have been explored and found want-
ing. Such is the competition amongst US college educated gradu-
ates for work in the American turfgrass industry that few, if any,
foreign nationals are ever considered.

To Neil Thomas
On behalf of the Executive Committee of The Golf Society of Great
Britain I am pleased to address this letter to your Association, along
with an accompanying cheque for £250.00

The Golf Society is pursuing its aim of supporting amateur golf and in
this pursuit the Executive Committee were mindful that the British and
International Golf Greenkeepers Association is a comparatively new
body and one which is most deserving of all possible help and encour-
agement.

The Golf Society of Great Britain wishes your Association well and
trusts that this contribution may help in some small way.

E J DRUMMOND

Secretary, GSGB
@ The Golf Society of Great Britain, founded in 1955 by the late
Sir Aynsley Bridgland of Princes Golf Club, aims to promote good-
will and further the interests of amateur golf. It is non-profit mak-
ing and donates large sums to golf's governing bodies towards
international match expenses.

To Neil Thomas

I write to thank you and your staff for organising such a marvellous
programme of events at Harrogate in January. The time spent in the
presence of Jim Beard, his turfgrass manual and 850 slides, was a major
learning experience and not to be missed. I hope we can book him for a
follow-up workshop.

The seminars got off to a flying start with Bobbie Gee, who I'm sure
made us all take a retrospective look at ourselves. The follow-up also
provided many interesting and varied presentations and my only regret
was in seeing the theatre so sparsely attended, especially as our over-
seas speakers had travelled against advice due to the Gulf War.

I am sure that as word spreads on the quality of these events numbers
will increase, and I urge every delegate to broadcast the fact and recom-
mend to every member and club official the importance of attending.

May I also congratulate BIGGA on producing such a vastly improved
magazine in such a short space of time. The contents easily lived up to
the glossy cover — long may it continue.

DAVID J WOOD
Holtye Golf Club

Head Office Notices

Dates announced
for Iseki-BIGGA Golf
Championships

The 1991 ISEKI Championships are underway, with the following
section and regional competition dates scheduled:

SCOTTISH REGION

East Baberton Golf Club April 9th
West Lenzie Golf Club April 18th
Central Burntisland Golf Club April 23rd
Ayrshire Irving Bogside Golf Club May 20th
North Nairn West Golf Club May 16th
SCOTTISH REGIONAL FINAL

FRASERBURGH GOLF CLUB , MAY 28TH

NORTHERN REGION

Sheffield Coxmoor Golf Club April 3rd
Cleveland Middlesborough Municipal April 24th
Northern Wetherby Golf Club April 24th
North East Bamburgh Castle Golf Club April 25th
North West Saddleworth Golf Club May 15th
NORTHERN REGIONAL FINAL

KESWICK GOLF CLUB, JUNE 19TH

MIDLAND SECTION

Midland Kings Norton Golf Club April 8th
Mid Anglia Northampton County Golf Club  April 17th
East of England Blankney Golf Club May 13th
East Midlands Kibworth Golf Club May 16th
Berks/Bucks/Oxon  Goring and Streetley May 22nd
MIDLAND REGIONAL FINAL

BELTON PARK GOLF CLUB, JUNE 24TH

SOUTH WEST AND SOUTH WALES REGION

South Coast Royal Winchester Golf Club December 5th
Devon and Cornwall East Devon Golf Club March 14th
South Wales Wenvoe Castle Golf Club April 11th
South West Bristol and Clifton Golf Club April 25th
North Wales Abergele and Pensarn Golf Club May 23rd
SOUTH WEST AND SOUTH WALES FINAL

TREDEGAR PARK, JULY 27TH

SOUTH EAST REGION

Surrey Richmond Golf Club April 11th
East Anglia Channels Golf Club April 16th
Sussex Neville Golf Club April 17th
London Hadley Wood Golf Club April 22nd
Kent Sittingbourne Golf Club May 14th
SOUTH EAST FINAL

HAM MANOR GOLF CLUB, JULY 3RD

IRELAND

Northern Portstewart Golf Club May 21st
Southern Forrest Little Golf Club May 23rd

The Grand Final of the Iseki Tournament will be held at Hillside
Golf Club on Thursday September 12th, 1991.

. The 120th Open Championship will be held at the Royal
Birkdale Golf Club, Southport from July 18th - 21st
1991, with Head Greenkeeper Tom O’Brien in control of the
course preparation.

Members wishing to be considered for the BIGGA Green-
keeping Support Team should forward their names and
addresses to Headquarters as soon as possible.

Preference will be given to those who are available for a
period which begins on Wednesday afternoon on July 17th
and finishes on Sunday evening, July 21st.
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CHEMVAULT

FROM PORTASTOR SAFETY & SECURITY PRODUCTS

THE SAFE AND SECURE STORAGE
OF PESTICIDES. f

[] FIVE SIZES

[C] USE INDOORS
OR OUT

[] FULLY WALK-
IN BUILDING
ALSO
AVAILABLE

FULLY MEETS
NTS OF THE

SHEMVAULT
\NE REQUIRE ME

FOLLOWING -
CONTROL OF PESTICIDES

ATIONS 1986 N
‘:f? ’;‘[)#mn ENVIR L‘M’Mi{N‘ AL
' PROTECTIONACT 198 2
HEALTH ANDSAFETY A
ACT 1974

ORK A 37
e REGUL ATIONS

For more details contact Richard Lewis
on 0904 624872 or write to
PORTASTOR PRODUCTS (4/K017/P)
PORTASILO Ltd. YORK, YO3 9PR.
FAX 0904 611760

PORTA-, PORTASTOR, GUARDIAN and CHEMVAULT are registered trademarks.

Head Office Notices

Subscriptions to BIGGA
- how much to pay

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 1991

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND

Course Manager/Head Greenkeeper............ccceceeueverveereeseerennens £40.00
Deputy Course Manager/

Depiity Head ‘Greenkeeper i A QU B o s £37.00
* First Assistant/Assistant Greenkeeper .........cc.coceeverueceereernenes £34.00
AN DLW s e sl U 1T i i Mo, Soomermmciotren e dmin. By £22.00

Associate/Company £40.00 (includes 1 year’s
subscription to ‘Greenkeeper International’)

ASSORIALE 5. ocobciasnas sussrmbasavisssessosoassasonston £18.00 (without magazine)
KUOYPOTAER (2 1oleesndiusssshonssassasnsianassiuss amontsiasanasnets £500.00 maximum

With the exception of Associate members paying £18 all members
as part -of their membership packages will receive ‘Greenkeeper
International’ magazine monthly. All new members will receive an
Association tie.

Lady members joining the £18 Associate category will receive a
headscarf and stickpin as part of their membership package.

Corporate members additionally will receive an annual plaque in
recognition of their support of BIGGA and the greenkeeping profes-
sion.

INTERNATIONAL

All'Gieenkeeping Staff ou . il s el sl il £48.00
* NB The First Assistant is a post designed to recognise a third-in-
charge where appropriate to the size of the Club. In cases where the
First Assistant is the recognised Deputy, the Deputy Course Man-
ager/Deputy Head Greenkeeper subscription rate should apply.

THE BIGGA PERSONAL PENSION PLAN

BIGGA is pleased to announce that with immediate effect, the minimum premium for the
BIGGA Personal Pension Plan is reduced to only £15 per month for all greenkeepers. So now you
can take full advantage of the tremendous benefits that the plan offers for a lower monthly outlay.

THE BIGGA MORTGAGE SERVICE

BIGGA is pleased to announce a new service for all members, which will make it easier for
greenkeepers to secure the best mortgage offer when they are either buying a new house or refi-
nancing the purchase of their existing property. The Association is well aware of the exceptional demands
placed upon its members because of the nature of their work. Greenkeepers do not always have the time
to explore all the mortgage possibilities available.

NOW is the time to find out more. Please complete the form below and post to:
Executive Director, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF
1. | will soon be/am in the process of buying a house. Please send me details of the new BIGGA Mortgage Service

r
1

i i ‘?

: 2. | already pay for a mortgage on my house, but | wish to know if any better mortgage arrangements are available to me...... : '
1 3. |lam/am notin a Golf Club Pension Scheme. Please send me details of the new 1991 BIGGA Pension Plan................c....... g

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Laufre

Haward Evans Finan-
cial Services is an
appointed representa-
tive of Standard Life
and is a special finan-
cial advisor to BIGGA.

Pensions, Investments,
Savings, Life Assur-
Og ance, Mortgages,

ogo Commercial Loans,
1 Tax Planning, Health
B'GGA Care and Financial
) (1 Management.
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ith the agreement of the greenkeeper I
arranged to meet his staff individually.
As a small team it is important that we
know each other. Prior to the meeting
the secretary had allowed me to look
at their personnel files, so I knew a little about their
skills and length of service. However for the benefit of us
all as a group it was important that they could put a face
to the new name and that I knew each of them individu-
ally. But more than that I needed to know about them as
people, their family details, pastimes and hobbies as well
as how they saw their job, their working relationships
with each other and their aspirations for the future.

Like most interviews it is important to set the scene
before a discussion becomes productive. After we had
introduced ourselves I gave a brief explanation for the
meeting, advised that I would be taking notes which
would be treated as confidential and which they could
see if they wished. I went on to explain that I needed to
record their thoughts and ideas for me to understand
who was doing what on the course before I could make a
contribution to their cause.

Each meeting went well, they spoke freely, particu-
larly at the end when I gave them a chance to ask me
questions. The meetings were a good investment for
future working relationships for we now nod to each
other on the course and what is most pleasing, they
speak with interest when we discuss course matters.

As a result of these meetings I knew the green staff and
had a vague idea of their regular maintenance work
commitments together with current course develop-
ments, also I had seen their machinery workshop and
mess room. Even after such a short time I felt sure that I
could use some of my long learned skills to make a con-
tribution to their activity, together with the greenkeeper
I identified several worthwhile projects.

On a lighter note we identified the more outspoken
club members who masquerade as amateur greenkeep-
ers. I pointed out that I was honour bound to read their
sometimes extensive recommendations and listen to
their advice which often included a good dose of ‘Weed
and Feed’. However I reminded the greenkeeper of the
club rule that no member other than the captain and
myself should give order to members of the green staff.
While members may wish to pass the time of day and
ask about his family or the course, he should not feel
pressurised to change course practices to match the aspi-
rations of individual members: We agreed that if this
happened he should remind the member that a green-
keeper uses his skill to interpret the general policies of
the committee. Therefore a member should direct his
suggestion to a committee member or write to the secre-
tary, who would be required to take such a letter to the
management committee. Without realising it we had just
made our first decision in what was to be a list of Duties
and Responsibilities.

Duties and responsibilities

Prior to accepting the job of chairman of green my
thoughts had been directed to the duties and responsibil-
ities of the job. Nothing was written down. It seemed
that in common with most clubs you picked it up as you
went along. While we should never condone an inflexi-
ble bureaucracy, I always find that the discipline of an
agreed set of rules is necessary if each team member is to
make a full contribution to the team effort. Otherwise a
laissez—faire attitude pervades the group with members
doing what they think is required rather than what is
actually required. While this arrangement may be
acceptable for a short time, practice has proved that
most workers need to know the parameters of both their
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short and long term responsibilities.

In an ideal world each worker would have a Job
Description which included every aspect of his employ-
ment. Most firms are loath to issue these as they may be
considered restrictive. Employers tend to fear that if the
description is less than complete they may be forced to
negotiate additional pay for existing duties. However
many of the more enlightened companies have within
their Personnel Departments, Job Descriptions which
they use as an aid during job selection interviews.

Bearing that in mind, most general managers recognise
the need for both managerial and supervisory staff to be
fully aware of their duties and responsibilities. To this
end they produce a printed list which may be quite spe-
cific in some of the ‘must attain’ sections such as output
targets and budgets and rather vague in the ‘should be
aware of sections where a general knowledge of a sub-
ject is considered sufficient.

Quite early on in our working relationship the green-
keeper discussed this problem with me. He confirmed
that there were no written rules for either of us to work
to. He went on to point out that he could be more posi-
tive in his decisions if he was sure that he was operating
within the rules of the management committee. I agreed
to help and decided to extend the rules to cover the
chairman of green. Within a few weeks I had drafted an
outline for both of us.

As they were being written it became obvious that we
both had responsibilities under the same heading. We
agreed that generally my job was to interpret the policies
of the management committee and that his job was to
ensure that those interpretations were completed in the
most effective manner. By the end of the year and after
many refinements we each had a list of Duties and
Responsibilities that we were both quite happy with. The
headings included:

COmMItLees......coeuemeenronsns Policies and their interpretation
IVIRJOT TIXTUTES. . ocoiviessonsoicsonst snannsasmasis Their identification

together with any special course requirements
Club competitions ..........cccovvececcnenas Course requirements
Condition of the Course.................... General and specific
COUrSe WOIK icivizoicsasrsssosonsis Use of safe working methods,

development of good working practices
Work recording ....Recording of work done on the course

Plant and equipment.................... Registers, Maintenance
and security

Golf course legislation .................... Present and proposed
Personnel records..........c.cvvemees Ensure they are up to date
and correct

PATATICR soanssossehosssonseonsons v odon Set and control of budgets

@ Next month: work recording.
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Education and Training

GTC APPROVED

COLLEGES

FIFE-REGIONAL-COUNCIL

Fife Regional Council — Education Committee

ELMWOOD COLLEGE, Cupar, Fife

NEW!
ONE YEAR FULL TIME
NATIONAL CERTIFICATE COURSE

IN GREENKEEPING

Suitable for school leavers and adults wishing
a change in career direction.

Starts September 1991

Contact: Carol Borthwick, Horticultural Division
Tel: (0334) 52781 Ext. 224
Fax: (0334) 56795

WE OFFER DAY OR BLOCK RELEASE
PLUMPTON TURFCULTURE COURSES IN:
COLLEGE .
et Phase | - with a Greenkeeping Bias
1 % -l:l DAY Phase Il - Greenkeeping and Sportsturf
“W 1 Yol OR Management
1% Wherdsa
Llﬁg i) R?Eliglc\ng Phase Il - Enterprise Management
q 7

| Phase |V - Business Management
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

Mr. David Blackmur, Plumpton College, Ditching Road, near Lewes,
East Sussex

Tel: Plumpton (0273) 890454, ext. 33
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Alan Smith, pictured left,
Course Tutor at Eimwood Col-
lege, explains by use of a string dia-
gram the best route through a golf
course. Looking on are greenkeep-
ers who attended Eimwood for one
week to complete their Distance
Learning Supervisory Greenkeeping
Course.

The course consists of four
National Certificate Modules deliv-
ered as a series of packages, sent
to greenkeepers as they progress at
their own pace. This course, which
has proved most popular and
attracted 40 greenkeepers from
Europe, is to receive extra support
staff to meet rising demand.

Course ‘trains
golf pro’s to
become course
managers’

As this issue was about to close the news reached
us that a press release had been issued by Merrist
Wood College regarding an HND in Golf Course
Studies — approved by BTEC and supported offi-
cially by the PGA and the PGA European Tour —
which is to begin in September. As so often hap-
pens in these matters, the National Press took
hold of the meatier end of the bone and made
great play of the fact that the course was as much
tailor-made for those aspiring to be golf course
designers or course managers as for young tyro’s
with an eye on Faldo and the glittering prize.

Knowing that David Golding had been in discus-
sion with Merrist Wood over the proposed course
and had expressed official concern over both the
timing and wording of the press release, our fears
were that greenkeepers, upon reading that the
HND ... ‘could lead students to careers as tourna-
ment professionals, clubs professionals, teaching
or club repair specialists, tournament officials,
golf centre managers, marketing specialists, cowrse
managers, golf course designers and many oth-
ers... would view the course as training golf pro’s
to infiltrate their profession and become Golf
Course Managers.

In a subsequent BBC radio interview, George
Shiels, Vice Principal at Merrist Wood, and Course
Tutor John May were quick to point out, perhaps
prompted by the somewhat sensational banner
headlines which had appeared, that the course
was aimed specifically at aspiring pro golfers or
established PGA pro’s who sought extra manage-
ment skills and that the Course Manager and Golf
Course Designer aspect would more properly be
dealt with in a further proposed HND course
specifically aimed at Greenkeeping. They also
went on to explain that in the first year of the
course — open to golfers with a handicap of five or
less and who have studied at least two ‘A’ levels
and passed one — candidates will concentrate on
playing skills, the second year will be spent sec-
onded to a club pro and only in the third year
would the options aforementioned be offered, i.e.
Course Design or Course Management, along with
numerous others more akin to the player.

We shall keep you posted as the plot continues
to unfold.

Good
reading
always
shows...

While there is no substi-
tute for good practical
experience, further
knowledge of a chosen
subject can be acceler-
ated very rapidly indeed
by reading specialist
publications — books,
papers and lecture tran-
scripts — on turf manage-
ment and the art and
science of greenkeeping.
As a fine example ‘Golf
Course Construction,
Turf Establishment and
Cultural Practices’ by
James Beard contains a
veritable wealth of
knowledge. Though the
list given below is by no
means complete it will
provide both students
and mature greenkeep-
ers with a solid core
basis upon which a per-
sonal working library
may be established.

Suggestions for reading:
Fungal Diseases of
Amenity Turf
Grasses (Smith Jack-
son & Woolhouse)

Amenity Landscape
Management (edited
by Ralph Cobham)

Some Essays on Golf
Course Architecture
(Dr A Mackenzie)

Turf Nutrition '88
(National Turfgrass
Council)

Turfgrass Manual
(John Shildrick)

Technical Terms in
Turf Culture (Dr Peter
Hayes)

Sands for Sport Turf

Construction (SW
Baker)

On Course Conser-
vation (Nature Conser-
vancy Council)

The Way Forward
(Royal and Ancient Golf
club)

Real Golf (Eddie and
Nick Park)

Turfgrass: Science
and Culture (JB
Beard)

Turfgrass Science (A
A Hanson and F K
Juska)




Education and Training

The Nature and
Properties of Soils
(Nyle C Brady)

Grasses (C E Hubbard)

Trees on Golf
Courses (J D Gilchrist)

Code of Practice for
the Agricultural and
Commercial Horti-
cultural Use of Pesti-
cides (MAFF
Publication)

Code of Practice for
the Use of Approved
Pesticides in
Amenity Areas (NTC
and NAAC)

STRI Journals

Turf Managers
Handbook (WH
Daniel and R P Freebor)

Fertilizers in Turf
Culture (STRI)

Intermediate Botany
(J F Brimble)

Principles and Prac-
tice of Supervisory
Management (John
Munro Fraser)

The Social Psychol-
ogy of Industry JAC
Brown)

Turfgrass Diseases
(Neil A Baldwin)

Turf Management
for Golf Courses (JB
Beard)

Turfgrass Science
and Management
(Robert D Emmons)

Turf Culture - A
Complete Manual
for the Groundsman
(Frank Hope)

The Royal and
Ancient (Pat Ward-
Thomas)

Golf Course and
Grounds: Irrigation
and Drainage (Jarret)

Golf Course Plan-
ning, Design, Con-
struction and
Maintenance (FW
Hawtree)

Soil Management:
4th Edition (B Davies
ETAL)

A Field Guide to the
Trees of Britain and
Northern Ireland (A
Mitchell)

Manual of Trees and
Shrubs (Hilliers)

Your chance for
Diploma, Certificate
in ‘Turf Irrigation’

At the Annual General Meeting of the
British Turf and Landscapes Irrigation
Association just before Christmas, thirteen
was a number of good omen.

On that occasion, Diplomas were dis-
tributed to the thirteen who had success-
fully completed the first Diploma course
run by the Lancashire College of Agricul-
ture and Horticulture at Myerscough in
response to a BTLIA request. Course plan-
ning began about three years ago, and the
first of four one-week Units was held in
February 1989. Another Unit was held
later in 1989, and two more during 1990.

Details have just been announced by
the College and the BTLIA for the next
Diploma Course and for the Certificate
which will be obtainable by those who
successfully complete the first two Units.

The full Diploma will continue to
involve four Units each of one week’s
duration delivered over two years. It is
designed to provide skills in irrigation
design, installation and maintenance.
Holders of the Diploma are recognised by
the industry and the BTLIA as fully
trained and skilled practitioners. The
Diploma will thus meet the need, recog-
nised for some time by the BTLIA, for a
professional qualification for its member
companies and other involved in irriga-
tion. The BTLIA collaborates closely with
the College to ensure that the award of
the Diploma requires a standard of
up-to—date practical knowledge and skill
that will put the holders and their compa-
nies in the forefront of the industry in
Europe, and will support the aim of the
BTLIA to foster the highest standards in
turfgrass and landscape irrigation.

A Certificate in Turf Irrigation will be
awarded to those who successfully com-
plete the first two of the four Units and
do not proceed to the Diploma. This is
designed to meet the needs of users of
irrigation systems such as greenkeepers
and groundsmen. The two Units will
enable them to operate and maintain irri-
gation systems and make the best use of
any particular installation.

The Course content is as follows:

Unit 1: Agronomy Turfgrass botany;
water in the soil; water requirements for
turf and the calculation of irrigation need;
pests and diseases associated with irriga-
tion. Water sources, quality and reliability
of water supply.

Unit 2: Basic design of irrigation sys-
tems Landscape irrigation, water storage
tanks, sprinkler types, calculation of pre-
cipitation rates and run times, sprinkler
spacing, sprinkler selection, solenoid
valves, controller types, pipe work and fit-
tings, pump types, valves and pump con-
trols, basic electricity, winterising and

servicing, fault finding. Basic design prin-
ciples.

Unit 3: Intermediate design Configura-
tion and advanced types of sprinklers,
sprinkler selection, control systems and
schedule of time calculations, selection of
controllers, calculation of schedule of
flow, static and working pressures, fric-
tional loss calculations, mains layout,
pump performance, selection and opera-
tion, filters, selection of electric motors,
cable types and sizing, types of reservoirs,
pump house construction, pump control
systems, laying and joining pipes, water
hammer, health and safety, contract man-
agement and insurance. Intermediate
design work.

Unit 4: Advanced design Irrigation
design for sports facilities, golf courses
and complex landscape sites. A major
design exercise is included.

The complete course will run over four
separate weeks at the College. Units 1
and 4 will normally be delivered around
Easter, and Units 2 and 3 just before
Christmas. Programme for 1991-2 is:

Unit 1, 8-12 April 1991

Units 2 and 3, 9-13 December 1991

Units 1 and 4, April 1992: dates to be

notified

Units 2 and 3, December 1992: dates

to be notified
The Course hours are 9 am to 7 pm from
Monday to Thursday, and 9 am to 3 pm
on Friday. College accommodation will
normally be available for Course partici-
pants, as Units will be held out of term,
and this will obviously be advantageous
in view of the evening sessions and the
regular project work.

The fee for Unit 1 in April 1991 is
£220.00 (plus VAT) for the Unit itself,
including daytime refreshments and
lunch, and £120.00 (plus VAT) for
accommodation, including bed and
breakfast and evening meals, making a
total of £340.00 (plus VAT).

Further information and application

forms can be obtained from the College
or the Secretary of the BTLIA:
Lancashire College of Agriculture and
Horticulture, Myerscough Hall, Bilsbor-
row, PRESTON, Lancashire, PR3 ORY.
Tel: 0995 40611, Fax: 0995 40842;
Secretary, BTLIA, 3 Ferrands Park Way,
Harden, BINGLEY, West Yorkshire, BD16
1HZ. Tel: 0535 273188.

Greenkeepers seeking to qualify for the
BIGGA Master Greenkeeper Certificate
should be aware that 8 credits per unit
will apply to the BTLIA Irrigation Course
outlined above. Those taking the Diploma
will receive 32 credits (4 weeks x 8), and
for the Certificate 16 credits (2 weeks x
8) will be awarded.
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All set for
Education
Conference

‘The Golf Course - from Concep-

tion to Completion’ is the sub-

ject that Geoff Hodson,

(pictured) of Lindum Turf and his

Associates have chosen to

expound upon at York, this but

one of a multitude of lecture

titles that form the basis of the
mammoth three day BIGGA Con-

ference to be staged on March

22nd-24th.

Much has already been written

about this event, probably the
most important in the BIGGA
educational calendar, for the
Association has the knack of
bringing to the rostrum with
amazing regularity those who

can entertain as well as teach -

a rare breed.

Thus as Geoff and other

speakers put the little finishing

touches of preparation to their
presentations, we take this
opportunity to remind you that

there are still a few places avail-
able. Give Samantha Flint a call

now on 03473 581.

Geoff is the power behind Lin-
dum Turf and with his Associates
- the joint sponsors with BIGGA

of a wonderful weekend of seri-
ousness without stuffiness.

v

@;p

le
iy

BIGCA

ANNUAL

Railway Station

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

GENERAL MEETING

This will be held on
Thursday 25 April
1991 at 2.30pm
in The Roya| York Hotel, York
immediately adjacent fo the

Membership cards
must be produced

- NEIL THOMAS
Executive Director

27



Spring Turf Maintenance

erate. However, until every green chairman in the land ‘bites the bullet’ and imposes a total trolley ban

in winter the problem will escalate. STUART ORMONDROYD offers advice which may help to alleviate

the damage. His timely comments suggest re-routing is a partial answer, prevention better than cure...
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Aeration & Drainage Services

n === recommend the use
B P R of AQUACELL prior
[ : to verti-draining,
= AN
() | and offer the
g Um following
1. AERATION

Verti Drain hire/Twose Turf Conditioner & Robin Dagger - we are,
at present running 4 Verti Drains (various sizes) and can offer
tine sizes from 2" diameter by 12” long at 2 inch centres, up
to 1" diameter by 16" long at 4 inch centres. Also available,
Hollow tines. Therefore we can cater for any Verti Draining need
such as Greens, Tees and Fairways, etc.

Twose - this machine operates by way of seven vibrating blades
which are pulled through the ground in a similar fashion to small
mole ploughs, therefore relieving compaction and improving sur-
face drainage.

Robin Dagger - This very light and portable machine injects ox-
ygen into the soil and around the roots.

2. DRAINAGE/SANDSLITTING

Wizz Wheel Trencher + Backfill sand/gravel hopper this is to
be available on a weekly rate (min. hire 3 days) should you just
require trenches excavated to be backfilled by yourselves, or,
quotations can be submitted for complete sand slitting/drainage
programmes including ‘Hitek' stripdrain.

3. CONSTRUCTION/ALTERATION

Should you find the work load too great on your own greenstaff
regarding construction/alterations of greens tees and bunkers,
etc., we would be pleased to submit a quotation for such projects.

Contact: Paul or Leslie Wright
Aeration & Drainage Services
20 Westminster Close, Eastbourne, Sussex, BN22 0LQ
Tel: Eastbourne (0323) 506725
Mobile: (0860) 838241. Fax: (0323) 411980

nQzZzrunExyu =S 2T

RANKY HORTICULTURAL

ANGEL COURT, DAIRY YARD, HIGH STREET,
MARKET HARBOROUGH,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE16 7NL

Telephone:
0858 464346/433003
Fax: 0858 434734

YOUR ASSURANCE OF QUALITY

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL March 1991
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FENDRESS™

BRITAIN'S No. 1
r-‘"*[—;‘"‘ o} GOLF AND BOWLING GREEN TOP DRESSING

Finest Quality soils

Minimal clay and silt fractions

Washed lime free silica sands with correct particle size

The correct pH to encourage fine grasses

Consistent quality for over 10 years

Delivered ready for immediate application

Root zone mixes, made from the same high quality materials. Delivered ready
mixed or separately for blending on site.

Also available: Top Dressing Sands, Bunker Sands, washed grit or kiln dried sand for
verti-draining

SEWARD

TURF MAINTENANCE

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS

1 x 2.5m Sportsground/Fairway Verti Drain
c/w 80hp Tractor
2 x 1.5m Golf Green/Bowling Green Verti Drain
c/w 30hp Tractor
1 x Coremaster Hollow Tiner/Quadra Tine
Solid Tine ¢/w 19hp Tractor
1 x 2m Fairway Overseeder c/w Tractor
1 x Charterhouse Greens Dress
1 x Ryan Turf Cutter
1 x Bulk Sand Dresser
1 x Ryan Mataway (H.D. Scarifier)
1 x Ryan Reno-Thin Scarifier

Seward Turf
Maintenance Ltd.

SUTTON ROAD, WIGGINTON, YORK Y03 8RA
Tel: (0904) 761221; Fax: (0904) 760016

Evenings: (0904) 765949
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Spring Turf Maintenance

n recent times there has been a significant upsurge in

course usage which, in the last two years, has even spread

to the more isolated country and island golf courses in

remote parts of Ireland and Scotland. The increase in the
volume of traffic is largely due to organised parties and visitors
as well as additional competitions and an increase in member-
ship playing more often, especially during the winter. Whilst
swelling the Club’s coffers is very welcome, the net result for
the head greenkeeper is one of year-round wear and the asso-
ciated erosion this brings.

The implementation of routine renovation work to promote
recovery on worn areas should be an integral part of the man-
agement programme, but the primary aim must always be pre-
vention before cure. Allied to this point is the often overlooked
aspect of educating golfers to the objectives of wear control
through communication. This can take the form of a monthly
newsletter, pinning up information on the members notice
board, inserting a leaflet with the subscription renewal as well
as talks given by the head greenkeeper and members of the
committee. Indeed, the general membership should be encour-
aged to understand the importance of any reasoning behind
management carried out on the course, eg. observing re-rout-
ing markers. In this way, golfers are much more likely to abide
by the instructions rather than flaunt them.

For those involved in new products it is vital that considera-
tion be given to spreading wear during the design stage before
construction starts. On the one hand course layout must incor-
porate feature and a degree of difficulty, but allowance must
be made for alternative entrance and exit points from tee to
fairway, fairway to green and green to tee and that they are
made as wide as possible. Smooth contouring of surround
banking will prevent scalping and providing sufficient area of
putting surface for pin positions will enable wear to be spread
over a greater area. With a similar aim in mind, banking, tree
and bunker placement should not be excessive. In addition, an
appropriate depth of a free draining growing medium for tees
and greens is essential, bearing in mind compaction and turf
wear are closely linked together.

Turning to practical management, an ongoing programme is
vital in reducing the effects of turf wear, especially in respect of
a package of aeration treatments to relieve compaction and
improve drainage. Consequently, routine maintenance must be
geared to favouring the deeper rooting, finer grasses, namely
fescue and bent, which, in an open, free draining soil, will
clearly be better adapted to withstand foot traffic, machinery
and trolleys than stress susceptible annual meadow grass
growing in a compacted, ill draining medium. Turf damage on
green surrounds can also be reduced by confining tractor
mounted equipment, primarily mowing, to fairways, mowing
instead with a ride-on Triple Mower.
Developing larger aprons is another
aspect that will help here as well as too many buggies,
keeping trolleys away from green too many feet.
perimeters. Proliferation

Any greenkeeper will tell you that
golfers invariably take the shortest possi-

Too many trollies,

leaves its mark!

TRAFFIC

" R -

- 4 -
P B s~
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SISIS now offer a range ¢
p-t.o. driven implements for
use with suitable compact
tractors. The range includes
top-dressers, Rotorake,
sweeper, aerator, sprayer and
seeder. Full details from your
SISIS Area Representative or
by contacting us at the
addresses below.

Ask for a Demonstration!

@® 12 Month Warranty
® Choice of Finance Arrangements
@® National Spares & Service Network

i l
SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD., Hulley Road, Macclesfield,

Cheshire SK102LZ. Tel: (0625) 503030 Fax: (0625) 427426 Telex: 669795

SISIS Centre In Scotland, The Roundel, Middlefield Industrial Estate,
Falkirk. FK2 9HG. Tel: (0324) 29635

Serving Groundsmen and Greenkeepers
for nearly 60 Years
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‘Golfers invariably take the
shortest possible route to
their next shot and
therefore tactics have to be
adopted to ensure

alternative paths are taken...’

ble route to their next shot and therefore tactics have to be adopted
to ensure alternative paths are taken. One the more worn sections in
the winter, this involves re-routing using hoops, ropes and white
lines backed up by clear, strategically placed signs. There will always
be a few golfers who ignore such markers and would only be
stopped by an eleéctric fence, but for the majority, this is where edu-
cation can be so valuable in achieving the desired aims.

To restore a complete grass cover for the next competition season,
this involves a full renovation programme, principally involving
forms of deep aeration, turfing/seeding and localised application of
fertilizer as required. On heavily worn areas such as bottle-necks,
the introduction of purpose-built paths can be considered, but only
as a last resort when other aspects of management have been tried.
Remember that there are problems associated with paths such as
finding a suitable material, the general aesthetics and the transfer-
ence of wear to the end of the path.

If a Golf Club has the advantage of an extra hole or existing design
allows, the sequence of holes can be changed during the winter and
hence alter traffic route patterns. In addition, careful pin placement

@® Continued on Page 34



High performance on grass

The best possible turf demands the
best possible nutrients, and only Floranid
can deliver them in the right amounts - at
the right time.

Because Floranid is based on a synthetic
organic nitrogen called Isodur; nitrogen is
released by temperature and moisture -
the two factors controlling plant growth -
thus eliminating problems of wastage
and scorch.

This reduces flushes of growth requiring
constant mowing, encourages strong
root systems to stand up to drought

and wear, and produces a good, even
colour.

Worldwide usage and trials have proved
Floranid to be the most reliable of all
slow release nitrogen tested, requiring
fewer applications and obvious cost
savings, whether on golf courses, parks,
sports grounds or bowling greens.

Hardly surprising then, that Europe’s
best selling slow release fertiliser is
Floranid - the high performer.

Put your

foot down

insist on

quality -

Floranid

For information about BASF soil tests and expert advice about your amenity turf, contact

your BASF distributor today:

Aitken Sportsturf Ltd Euroturfcare Ltd Monro Horticulture Ltd

Tel: Tadcaster (0937) 834746 Tel: Iver Heath (0895) 834411 Tel: Chichester (0243) 533700
Richard Aitken Ltd N Hutchings Ltd T Parker & Sons Ltd

Tel: Glasgow (041) 440 0033 Tel: Edwinstowe (0623) 822907 Tel: Worcester Park (081 337) 7791
Amenity Land Services Ltd Kings Horticulture Ltd Sports Turf Services Ltd

Tel: Telford (0952) 641949 Tel: Earls Colne (0787) 223300 Tel: Edinburgh (031 333) 2345
Gwyn Cadogan Monro Amenity Ltd

Tel: Usk (029 13) 2026

Tel: Bovey Tracey (0626) 832832

We are confident that once you’ve seen how Floranid performs, no other slow release

fertiliser will do.

(R) = Registered trademark of BASF.

BASF plc Agricultural Division (0473) 822531

Slow Release

Fertiliser

from

BASF
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A It's an aerator...

<« a 3 or 4-wheel carrier...

The Ransomes-Cushman Turf

Truckster is simply the most

versatile vehicle ever seen on a
golf course.
Available

in 3 or 4-wheel

versions, it's built tough like a

truck. But a truck that thinks
it's a fleet.

That rugged chassis will
accept a dozen different turf
care attachments. And most of
them can be changed in

minutes, without tools. So you




A o core harvestor...

get the right equipment for
every job, with all the
economy of a single, reliable
power unit.

Developed and proven over
almost 30 S/eam of leadership

in the USA, the Turf

LOTS OF ATTACHMENTS.

Truckster sets a standard
that no one can match.

And when it has the spares and
service support of Ransomes’

nationwide dealer network,

why have any truck with

anything less?

A o top dresser, sprayer,
slicer, corer and more besides.

" OEN O S S S . O .

Please send me full details of the Ransomes-Cushman Turf
Truckster range, and ask my local dealer to contact me to arrange
a week’s trial without obligation.

Name:

Position
Club
Address

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies Limited
Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG
Tel: (0473) 270000 Telex: 98174 Fax: (0473) 270032

RANSOMES

GI.3.91

CcusHmAN




Spring Turf Maintenance

can bring alternative fairway landing zones into play.
Where space for alternative teeing ground is not avail-
able, look to be extending and re-levelling existing tees
which will help to spread wear by providing extra area
and, when associated with an increase in width, allow
for additional lateral movement of tee markers. Where a
path is mown out from the tee through the carry to the
fairway, it is good policy to change the line during the
winter months and thereby, alternate traffic flow.

With increasing levels of play during the winter period
and little frost and snow over the last three years, there
is an increasing chance of a significant degree of dam-
age occurring through the autumn to spring period.
With limited grass growth recovery capacity due to the
weather and ground conditions and the curtailing of
routing maintenance work, it is important that winter
play is strictly controlled, especially on the greens. Dur-
ing adverse weather conditions, primarily frost, there
can be a requirement for temporary greens, even taking
into account the aim of playing on the putting surfaces

— for as long as possible throughout the year. However,
@® From Page 30 With the obvious temporary greens are never popular with members, but

using the higher features and margins in winter has a | pathway re-turfed, a | if golfers accept that as winter golf is normally less com-
dramatic effect on spreading wear, not only over the | simple roped detour | petitive and there is only slight inconvenience caused
whole putting surface but also influencing entrance and | gfters no great when playing to temporary greens of a satisfactory stan-
exit routes. hardship dard, then putting surfaces on the main greens can be

Where space allows, the provision of alternative tees preserved for the competition season, when they are
off line and in front of existing areas has distinct advan- expected to be at their best. The key to winning over
tages, proving invaluable for resting and renovating the golfers is to prepare separate, good quality, temporary
well worn summer routes from green to tee and tee to greens (say 100-200 square metres) well in advance and
fairway. In a similar way, skillful siting of winter tees some distance away from the main putting surfaces.

'

Greensm
The NameTha

... but don't just take our word for it, ask any one of

W TORO’s customers since the early 70’s and we have every
confidence that they will confirm there’s

no other turf management machinery
to compete with TORO quality and
real value for money!

Take a look at the TORO Greensmaster 3000D ... get behind the
unique steering arm, adjustable to suit the comfort of all

" operators. This will be your first step towards

unbelievable precision cutting with increased

power and durability.

Every course and its greens have
their own special characteristics. The
TORO Greensmaster 3000D enjoys
the challenge and by providing fully
floating cutting units, a uniform
quality of cut is assured whatever
the conditions.

Optional variable speed kit ensures
precision cutting by allowing the
operator to select a consistent ground
speed while maintaining a constant,
even clip.
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This another course of action which be instrumental in
changing the pattern of wear.

One bone of contention that comes up every winter is
the question of trolley use. The change from narrow to
wide-wheel trolleys did help to relieve the extent of turf
damage to a degree, although with the increase in vol-
ume of traffic and the proliferation of heavier, powered
trolleys, the problems of wear are now increasing
again, notably under wet surface conditions in the late
autumn and through the winter months. The main
drawback to trolleys is that they are usually confined to
the same traffic routes. Re-routing can overcome some
of the difficulty, yet golfers should be encouraged to
carry their clubs during the winter months. Using a
reduced number of clubs in a ‘pencil’ golf bag without
the attendant suitcase of accessories that the larger bag
affords should be practicable for the vast majority of
golfers without significantly diminishing the enjoyment
of the game. By this means, members and visitors will
be able to circumvent obstacles with less difficulty and
traverse the putting surfaces and adopt a much wider
range of traffic routes. Indeed, a ban on trolleys would
prove most effective through the winter months, say
December to March, when the surfaces are most vul-
nerable.

Extremes in weather patterns, mild winters and
increased levels of play as well as the introduction of
heavier trolleys have all contributed to the increase of
traffic on the vast majority of golf courses. This has led
to worn turf surfaces and compacted soils and so it is
vital that all head greenkeepers adopt an ongoing pol-

‘The change from
narrow to wide-
wheel trolleys did
help to relieve the
extent of turf dam-
age to a degree,
although with the
increase in volume
of traffic and the
proliferation of
heavier, powered
trolleys, the prob-
lems of wear are
now increasing

icy of spreading wear and maintaining good soil condi-
tions and grass composition. Preventative aspects are
also very important, eg. initial design. Establishing co-
operation and channels of communication between
committees, golfers and green staff is also vital, so that
the objectives behind decisions taken and work com-
pleted are appreciated by the general membership and
hence, increase the chances of co-operation. This aspect
will be particularly important in the immediate future as
the implication of increased usage is greater wear and
tear.

® Stuart Ormondroyd is an Advisory Agronomist

with the Sports Turf Research Institute.

LELY (UK) LIMITED Station Road, St. Neots
Huntingdon, Cambs PE19 1QH.
Tel: 0480 76971 Telex: 32523

Fax: 0480 216167
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he two courses of The Berkshire were built on 460

acres of open heathland in 1928, the architectural cre-

ation of W H Fowler, Harry Colt and Tom Simpson.

Since that time there have been few alterations save
those made by nature, with this shown as an abundance of trees
lining the fairways and surrounding the majority of tees and
greens. These are mostly Pine, Silver Birch and Sweet Chestnut,
90% of which are nature’s own planting.

These may make the courses look attractive but bring prob-
lems such as loss of heather, lack of air-flow around greens and
tees and the creation of shade. In addition there are many roots
which have encroached upon the course.

In this part of the county the season for visiting parties begins
in March and lasts until mid November. We are still mowing
greens three times a week in November and cut greens, tees
and surrounds weekly until January.

Air-flow restriction around greens means that with mild
weather we suffer from fusarium patch. This makes me very
careful about top dressing, for if they are smothered and a dis-
ease attack occurs the scars may still be visible well into May.

It is worth remembering that soil temperatures begin drop-
ping in September and can remain low, certainly until February
or even March. Grass is no different from other plant life and
has its dormant period. This period comes - yes, you've guessed
it - right at the start of spring.

Golfers have no consideration for soil temperatures and think
that as spring begins the grass should begin to grow. They do
not understand the thinking behind our programme and often a
visitor, when confronted by a working party, will ask ‘do you
have to do that today, can’t it wait until tomorrow’? How nice it
would be if golfers had a dormant period to coincide with
nature!

Having made my excuses, how do we tackle our spring pro-
gramme? My answer is with great care. It could be disastrous to

Spring: in the air
and on the greens

force growth and patience must be the watchword, together
with gentle assistance given to nature’s own development .

Greens aeration is still the most important task, but only if
ground and weather conditions permit. Deep slitting 6” — 8”
until March and light verti—cutting instead of mowing is impor-
tant, as is sweeping by hand with birch brooms.

We still have thatch, some greens worse than others, with this
attributed mainly to poor drainage. Our main tasks are to scar-
ify, hollow tine and brush a top dressing of 80% sand 20% soil
before overseeding with fescue and bent, brushing at this time
of year by hand. No further deep aeration is done until a further
month has passed other than occasional 3” slits.

Our programme starts early in March with the hope that our
greens will be in good order by May first when the Berkshire
Trophy, a prestigious 72 hole amateur event over two days,
takes place. My heart goes out to any greenkeeper who stages a
professional tournament at this time of the year.

March also sees the start of priming the automatic watering
system. I like to be fully operational by mid March so that any
faults can be put right, for I have found that it can take two
months for major faults to be rectified, indeed before someone
even comes to take a look!

By April the greens need just a little reminder that they
should be waking up and over the past years I have treated
mine with 2 oz per sq yard of lawn sand. Confident that the

FAIRWAY THATCH!

THE PROBLEM

watering system is O.K. I will at no time let my
greens dry out for the last thing they need is stress. I
am of the opinion that a little moisture now can save
a lot of heartache and I water by hand, avoiding
flooding.

May is the time I think of applying fertiliser —
8%n organic — and just before application I like to

SOFT SPONGY TURF

POOR ROOT
DEVELOPMENT

MOSS INVASION
LARGE DIVOTS

THE SOLUTION

TURFMECH FAIRWAY THATCH
REMOVAL SERVICE. Turfmech offer the
unique nationwide service to raise the
standards of your turf by removing thatch
accumulation with high capacity
scarifying and vacuum equipment.
Removal of this dead growth promotes the
main desirable characteristics in the form
of smoothness, grass density, uniformity
and being firm yet resilient to the well
struck shot. If your course demands a
great deal from its turf — look at the
benefits of fairway scarification.

SURFACE AERATION

The thatch layer acts as a sponge holding
water and impeding surface drainage.
Nothing works more economically than
scarifying to aerate the surface to
encourage healthy root growth giving a
stronger, more durable turf and stimulating
the finer grasses — fescue and bent.

DIVOTS

A thatchy, soft, spongy turf is associated
with large divots. Removal of this thatch
produces a firmer surface producing
smaller divots.

POOR SURFACE
DRAINAGE

LOW DISEASE
RESISTANCE

POOR UTILISATION
OF CHEMICALS

INSECT INFESTATION

CHEMICAL UTILISATION
Many pesticide and fertiliser applications
are rendered only partially effective due to
the organic layer made up of thatch.
Chemical applications can be reduced, or
even cut out completely once the thatch
has been removed, stimulating the natural
ability of the turf to fight off infection.

MOSS

Moss thrives on the spongy, wet layer of
thatch. Remove the thatch and eliminate
the environment it thrives on.

PLAYING SURFACE

Scarified, vertical and dense growth gives
the perfect consistent surface to play from.
With Turfmech’s help you can look forward
to good looking fairways that will give the
performance you demand and the quality
your golfers prefer.

For more details contact:

Turfmech

Butts Farm, Great Haywood,
Staffordshire ST18 0TF
Telephone: (0889) 881611
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spike to make sure some of it reaches the soil. A fort-
night later, just like magic, the sward starts to grow
and fill in. Thereafter it’s a cut every day, verticut-
ting and grooming. I ask myself, is it the fertiliser'?
but am sure that although the rising temperature is
making the fertiliser react as it should, the real
secret lies in the work carried out in autumn and
early spring.

I treat my tees in a similar fashion to greens but
fairways demand different treatment. Two dry sum-
mers has left them far from their best and being
heathland we have the problem of an overlay of
organic matter, due mainly to lack of aeration over
the years. My order of the day is aerate, aerate and,
when I think I've done it enough, aerate again. At
the moment we are spooning, which is a form of
hollow tine. This year we plan to overseed and apply
a pre-seed fertiliser. The task order is aerate, light
harrow, light scarify, sweep, fertilise, seed after two
weeks, spray with seaweed, sit back and watch it
growl. Weather permitting these tasks will be com-
plete before March ends. .

Another problem we have suffered is that of
chafer grubs and leatherjackets. Some areas are soft
as the grubs have disturbed the soil below the sur-
face. We plan to put a Cambridge roller over them
for, believe it or not, we stand a better chance of
killing chafer grubs by the roller weight than by use
of pesticides. Of course, this cannot start until the
grubs surface from hibernation. Whatever the spring
programme you may use I wish you all perfect
weather conditions and good greenkeeping.

‘Greenkeeper

International’
asked Bob
Moreton, (pic-
tured), Head
Greenkeeper at
The Berkshire, to
write about his
individual Spring
Turf Maintenance
Programme, we
were surprised to
learn that in Bob’s
eight year reign,
despite the luxury
of having 36 holes,
both Red and Blue
courses have
remained in con-
stant year round
play. Never closed
(save for snow)
and never having
temporary greens
imposed on its
members, The
Berkshire, it
seems, thrives on
hard work. Bob
Moreton’s spring
programme is
therefore one
where, given good
fortune, the rav-
ages of winter and
voracious play
may once again be
restored
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FAIRWAY OVERSEEDERS
also
GREENS OVERSEEDERS
VERTI-DRAINS
for Fairways and Greens.
SCARIFIERS
for Fairways and Greens
TORO GREEN AIR
HOLLOW TINERS
CASE TRENCHERS
and
SPORTSFIELD SLITTERS

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL
PLANT HIRE
SPORTS FIELDS

2141 WARWICK ROAD - HERONFIELD -
KNOWLE - WEST MIDLANDS
Telephone KNOWLE 2597
Aiso Ansafone Service
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COMPACTION?
POOR DRAINAGE?
POOR GROWTH?

Are you experiencing any of these problems on your
SPORTS FIELDS, GREENS, CRICKET SQUARES,
LANDSCAPES, TREES?

If so then

TROUBLESHOOT
WITH THE

TERRALIFT.

Use the TERRALIFT
SUB-SOIL
RESTRUCTURING
SERVICE
as part of your
maintenance programme.

The TERRALIFT compliments Verti-Draining, deep slit-
ting, hollow tining, etc in those problem areas where
you want to go DEEPER (30”) The TERRALIFT also
incorporates soil conditioners and root feeds trees.

Phone: (0449) 741012 for more information.

Free demonstrations and site visits given.
A list of satisfied clients is available.

Colin Pryce Terralift, Piaque, Crowcroft Road,
Nedging Tye, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP7 7HR.
Fax: (0449) 741012.
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"Top of the Table"
Turf Dressings

N

BOUGHTON LOAM LTD

Telford Way, Telford Way Industrial Estate,
Kettering Northants. Telephone: 0536 510515

aessex horticultural
prooucts ILto

Suppliers and manufacturers of high quality, 4
competitively priced, growing mediums,
sports top dressings, root zone mixes and ®
materials for golf course construction
throughout the UK and Europe.

The Wessex Peat Group is also the sole supplier of
Wessex Cocopeat* and Cococompost* - the truly
unique natural alternatives to moss and sedge peat and
peat-based composts.

Sports and Landscaping Materials

Fineturf dressings Tree & shrub compost
Sportsfield dressings Multipurpose compost
Top soils Irish sphagnum peat moss
Screened & sterilised soils Speciality sands

Cricket loam Bark (all grades)

Tennis loam Peats (all grades)

ALL DRESSINGS, BARK, LOAMS & PEATS
AVAILABLE LOOSE OR BAGGED

*Cocopeat and Cococompost* are trademarks of the
Wessex Peat Group

South Newton, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP2 0QW
Tel: (0722) 742500. Fax: (0722) 742571
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BIGGA TURF MANAGEMENT EXHIBITION 1991

THE PICTURES

The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition and Educational Seminar Porgramme is now history, leaving
behind it a warm glow of happy memories. Just as history has a habit of repeating itself, so also did this
latest event repeat and visibly improve upon previous shows with the luxury of warm, carpeted exhibi-
tion halls packed with displays of all that is new and important within the industry. With a positive
plethora of workshops, seminars and lectures, those who attended left with a genuine feeling that the
British Greenkeeping Industry is alive and well, and seen to be thriving in Yorkshire.

If you were there, you'll know what we mean, and if you missed it... be sure you make it next year!

Pictured are members of the industry, who were presented with special awards
in recognition of their continued support for the Association

Richard Bishop, Ransomes Ltd, (right) receives congratu- Taking pleasure from the moment, the ICI Professional team, wreathed in
lations from BIGGA Chairman lvor Scoones smiles. BIGGA Vice-Chairman George Malcolm is pictured right.

¥ e ; R TO
’!‘I““,“L, P OR TOI

Peter Jefford (right), the powerhouse behind Lindum Turf have enjoyed long and happy Colin Gregory (right), Iseki’s ebullient

Rufford Top Dress Suplies, is one of BIGGA’s links with BIGGA. Pictured with Ivor Sales Director, was in fine form through-
most loyal supporters S are Stephen Fell and Geoff Hodson out the exhibition

The Kubota sales team look especially Joint Managing Director of SISIS, Roger Har- Favourably impressed with the Show, Gary

pleased to receive their award greaves, was delighted to receive the award Smith and Carl Crome of Maxwell Hart
from BIGGA chairman Ivor Scoones were equally impressed with their award
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for one pass mowing, collection and scarifying — even clears autumn leaves!

g S b it A KD '..: ¥ - > oL Ntathal l‘."".' —4 SUMINERR 3
The GR Pick-up Mower (available in a range of sizes from 98cms to 207cms) is a versatile machine ideal for golf courses, sports grounds,
and estates. Based on the ‘G’ series flail mower, the rotor has closely spaced back to back flail blades which leave a fine finish.
The Wessex GRD mower is really a flexible system which adapts to the changing requirements of the seasons, offering a choice of rotors,
grass collection facility, and scarifying tines for clearing thatch from golf course fairways, cricket outfields and similar areas. _—=,
Cut material can be dumped from the tractor seat. wesst

Full details from: WESSEX FARM MACHINERY SALES CO. Send now for our new catalogue ﬂ J

4 2 2 Ul ¢

- Trading Estate, Oakhanger Road, Bordon, Hampshite, GU35 9HH. Tel. 0420478111  eeeenae """ ner
210

Proven by research, specified by independent agronomists and regularly used

by Turf Managers seeking quality and consistent results Farmura
Environmental Products present their range of organic nutritional and turf
enhancement products.

©® FARMURA LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILISERS -

A complete range of proven products for fine turf to outfield, and land reclamation.
@ FLO GRO LIQUID FERTILISERS -

A revolutionary range of clear liquid fertilisers — colour coded for easy identification.
® FERROSOL LIQUID IRON

A unique iron nitrogen bonded complex for green up and perfect presentation.

® TURFEX

The scientifically proven penetrating and wetting agent for dry patch

and compaction.

® BLAZON
Spray pattern indicator for all spray uses — will not stain skin.
©® FARMGRAN

Seaweed based soil conditioner for use in construction top dressing

and land reclamation.
® ROOT DIP
An essential aid to successful tree transplanting.

® TURF IRONS EQUIPMENT

For use on golf and bowling greens for the ultimate surface and reduced turf stress.
For further information contact your local distributor or fill in coupon and send to:-
[NV.“(’NM[N"[ pn“nll(" I_Farmura Limited, Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford, Kent IN27 9DU. —I
| Telephone: Egerton (023376) 241 or Fax: 023376 419.
> I | am particularly interested in
[0 FARMURA [J FLOGRO [J FERROSOL [J TURFEX
b [ BLAZON [J FARMGRAN CJ ROOT DIP [J TURF IRONS
I tick appropriate box
I Name
M /' | Position
I Address
z Z I G1.3.91 | 2

I Post Code Tel No REF
Farmura Limited, Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford, Kent IN27 9DU. Telephone: Egerton (023376) 241. o — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 88
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Water only
Note large contact angle ——

Water and wetting agent
Note small contact angle

Neil Baldwin, Plant Pathologist at
the Sports Turf Research Institute
has been evaluating wetting agents
over the last 3 years in both labora-
tory tests and field trials at STRI.
Catherine York is currently
researching the biology and control
of dry patch of UK golf greens,
financed by the Royal and Ancient
Golf Club of St Andrews. In this
article they describe some of their
research findings and explain what
wetting agents are, how they work
and how to make the most effec-
tive use of them in greenkeeping

practice.
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Wet, Wet
Wetter

Most greenkeepers are familiar with dry patch, a
water-repellent turf condition which may develop
on golf greens throughout the UK. Research work
being conducted at the STRI has been aimed ini-
tially at defining the nature of dry patch and
investigating the previously implicated causes of
this turf condition. A recent survey of over 90
golf courses across the UK has shown the prob-
lem to be equally prominent on heathland, links
and parkland courses. This appears to conflict
with reports obtained from America and Aus-
tralia, which have shown that water-repellency
occurs most commonly on coarse textured sandy
soils, as opposed to the fine textured loam or clay
soils. Laboratory studies on soil taken from areas
of golf greens showing symptoms of dry patch
and adjacent unaffected areas have shown that
the severity of dry patch in the UK is at least
equal to if not greater than that recorded else-
where in the world to date. Chemical and physi-
cal analyses have been completed on soils taken
from both dry patch and unaffected areas of golf
greens. However, the results obtained have
shown no significant differences between the two
samples with regard to macro or micronutrient
levels, or particle size distribution.

In conjunction with the STRI, recent work at
Liverpool Polytechnic using the electron micro-
scope has identified a greater presence of sand
grain/organic matter aggregates and fungal
hyphae in soil taken from areas of golf greens
affected by dry patch, compared with adjacent
unaffected areas. The well documented presence
of an organic coating on sand grains taken from
dry patch soils needs further research to be con-
firmed in samples from the UK.

The separation and identification of com-
pounds extracted from dry patch and unaffected
areas, including humic and fulvic acids, is also
being undertaken at Liverpool. Preliminary stud-
ies have shown distinct differences between the
two soil types but the interaction is to further
identify both the native and origin of these com-
pounds.

Other work has indicated that although factors
such as thatch, compaction and surface hardness
may contribute to the severity of dry patch, they
are not important enough problems on the
greens studied with the project, for any one to be
implicated as the sole underlying cause.

The primary aim of research during 1991 and
1992 is to elucidate the role of fungi in the devel-
opment of dry patch in UK golf greens. It is
envisaged that this work would involve a detailed
microbiological investigation into the fungal flora

of golf greens.

When combined with results from direct obser-
vation and analytical biochemical techniques, the
role of fungi in dry patch may be determined.
Once the cause (s) of the phenomenon have been
elucidated a structural control programme can be
developed. Until then alleviation of the symp-
toms shown in dry patch affected turf can be
effected by several methods, including the appli-
cation of wetting agents, which has almost
become standard greenkeeping practice in recent
years. However, despite their widespread accep-
tance in greenkeeping management, their poten-
tial benefits when used to their maximum effect
are often poorly understood.

What are wetting agents?

Wetting agents, or sufactants as they are some-
times known, are chemicals which improve the
wetting properties of water when it is applied to
the turf. Golf greens affected by dry patch are
extremely water-repellent, i.e. difficult to wet, as
can be seen by the turf plugs in Figure 1. If a run-
ning hose is placed on the turf surface (Figure 2)
plain water is not able to penetrate into the turf
surface (i.e. it “beads” up), due to the
water-repellent (hydrophobic) nature of the dry
patch condition. The application of a wetting
agent will assist the penetration of water into turf
affected by dry patch.

What wetting agents are available in
the UK?

Currently, the greenkeeper is presented with a
range of wetting agents which have manufactur-
ers recommendations for use on fine turf. Syn-
peronic NDB, a mild industrial detergent, has
been used for many years. Several wetting agents
such as Aqua-Gro and Hydro-wet were devel-
oped in the USA and have seen widespread usage
in the UK. Wetta-soil, recently marketed in the
UK, was developed in Australia and New
Zealand, where dry patch is a major problem.
Turfex is an all-British product specifically devel-
oped for use in the UK fine turf situations. Last
year saw the introduction of several new wetting
agents such as Organiflo, Zorbit and Agriland soil
wetter. Thus, there are many different products
to choose from when considering a wetting agent
application.

How do wetting agents work?

They work in two ways; by reducing surface ten-
sion and direct effects on water repellent sub-
stances in the soil. The first commonly used



wetting agent was Teepol, a mild deter-
gent which aided water penetration by
reducing surface tension. The use of
Teepol was replaced by Synperonic NDB
which also worked primarily by reducing
surface tension as illustrated opposite.
Thus, if a wetting agent is used a
smaller contact angle of the droplet on
the turf surface is formed and conse-
quently the applied water spreads over a

Normal tust righl) — greater surfac.e area thereby wetting
compared to dry patch. more turf. It is likely that most of the
Note darker colour due to new wetting agents listed above also
moisture and deep rooting have this effect on surface tension to a
in normal core and greater or lesser degree. This effect on
dryness, crumbling struc- surface tension will enable water to
ture and poor rooting indry  rewet turf affected by dry patch and thus
patch core alleviate the symptoms which may be

evident. However, it is only by residual effects that the wetting agent may
have in the soil, when is has penetrated the turf surface that the
water-repellent tendency of dry patch areas may be overcome. Several wet-
ting agents have been tested in this respect. Wetta—soil has been researched
in Australia and New Zealand and has shown to be residual in the turf, as it
binds to organic materials and will withstand successive wetting and drying
cycles. Aqua—-Gro has been similarly tested in the USA and is similarly
absorbed onto soil particles. Turfex has been tested at STRI and, once it has
rapidly entered the soil profile, it may bind to organic materials responsible
for the dry patch condition. During subsequent irrigation the water-attrac-
tive condition created will be maintained. At present it is unclear whether
the surface tension effect or the soil absorption effect is the predominant
mode of action of wetting agents when applied to golf greens. Research at
STRI is currently attempting to identify the primary cause of dry patch in
the UK. If water-repellent substances of fungal origin identified as in simi-
lar studies in the USA, Australia and New Zealand, then soil absorption is
likely to be important. However, initial results from STRI research have
indicated that dry patch in certain instances may be caused by physical fac-
tors such as high spots, compaction due to foot traffic or thatch, in which
case increased water infiltration through a reduction in surface tension is
likely to be of primary importance.

Possible adverse effects of wetting agents application

The use of Teepol has now long been discontinued. This anionic material
(anionic means its molecules have a strong negative electrical charge) was
implicated as having long-term adverse effects on soil structure. Modern
wetting agents are non-ionic (ie no electrical charge), do not affect soil
structure and may therefore be used. It is of concern that many individual
detergents and cleaning fluids are currently being offered to greenkeepers
for use on their greens. Their use is ill advised and is not to be recom-
mended under any circumstances.

Wetting agent application programmes

Research at STRI and elsewhere has been combined with greenkeeper
experience to develop a series of recommendations for wetting agent appli-
cation. Broadly, these recommendations may be summarised below:

(1) If dry patch is a persistent problem, wetting agent applications should
commence at the beginning of the growing season (say March/April) when
the turf is still generally moist and dry patch is often not apparent. What-
ever product is chosen it is essential to treat at this early season stage.

(2) Wetting agents are most effective when combined with aeration using
slit, solid or chisel tines to aid turf surface penetration.

(3) Subsequent wetting agent application will then largely depend on
how severe dry patch has been in previous years and prevalent weather
conditions. On a typical golf course with moderate to severe dry patch, rou-
tine applications April — October at 4-6 week intervals, but more frequent
in periods of drought, may be appropriate if combined with spot treating
(see below).

(4) As dry patch is often extremely localised on golf greens then spot
treatment of isolated dry patches by hand is often the most effective
method of wetting agent application. A solution of wetting agent may be
applied using a watering can and the solution forced into the turf surface
using a hose with a rose attachment. Alternatively hose-end dilutions are
now available for use with Hydro-wet and Aqua-Gro which have seen
widespread usage as they facilitate rapid and efficient spot treatments to be
made.

(5) With all wetting agent applications it is essential to water in the treat-
ment immediately after application to prevent the possibility of scorch
developing. This is most easily achieved by a short period of automatic irri-
gation or applying them during rainfall.

TURFEX

is a concentrated wetting and
penetrating agent

specially formulated in Britain
for the turfgrass industry. It
helps water affected by dry
patch or soil compaction. It is
highly cost effective and is easy
and safe to use.

® Concentrated - extremely cost
effective

® Increases rate of water
penetration through the thatch
layer

® Readily absorbed onto soil

particles

Build-up effectiveness from

repeated applications (can

double rate of infiltration to

root area)

Safe on both fine and coarse

turf

Easy to mix, even in cold water

No foaming problems

Helps penetration of water in

compacted areas

Reduces run-off on sloping

ground

Promotes helthy root

development in turf

Saves time when hand watering

Reduces the requirement for

switching

WATER
GETS TO
THE
ROOTS OF
THE TURF

SERVICE

SERVICE CHEMICALS p|c
Horticultural Division
Lanchester Way, Royal Oak Estate,
Daventry, Northants NN11 5PH
Telephone: Daventry (0327) 704444
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DEVON AND CORNWALL

As is usual in these section missives, it falls upon the scribe to
offer thanks to the head greenkeeper of the club at which our
meetings are held. This normally takes the form of congratula-
tory applause for the condition of the course and the splendid
putting surfaces prepared for our pleasure and delight. Thus I
must congratulate Mike Pike for what we all secretly know was
his splendid effort at Elford Leigh Golf and Country Club on Jan-
uary 30th. It was only a covering of ‘that white stuff which pre-
vented us from actually seeing the fruits of his labours, and our
proposed Devon v Cornwall games from continuing, as the snow
gathering golf ball got bigger and bigger and bigger ...

At the January meeting we were entertained by a lecturer
from Cannington College who presented a seminar of the City
and Guilds Phase III Management Course. This included a thor-
oughly enlightening ‘generating a team performance’ presenta-
tion.

It was, I promise you, guaranteed to generate enthusiasm for
the City and Guilds Course and you could do worse that investi-
gate the possibilities of entering such a worthwhile educational
path.

Our day was sponsored by Devon Garden Machinery, Stanley
West, AvonCrop, PJ Flegg, Monro, Greenlands, Fisons and LSF
Groundcare, to whom we offer sincere thanks.

A few dates / memory joggers are: March 14th — East Devon
Golf Club (ISEKI Qualifier), April 10th — Launceston Golf Club
(Guest day) and May 1st — Westurf.

I hope to see you at them all.

RICHARD WHYMAN

EAST OF ENGLAND
In bringing our 1990 calendar to a close it would be remiss of
me not to report on our last two competitions.

The Lamb Trophy was held at Middleton Golf Club, Kings
Lynn, where winner David Salisbury played well to nett a cred-
itable 69. Hard on David’s heels with gross 75’s were Charlie
Macdonald and Richard Owens, all representing excellent play
on this tricky new course.

On to Ely City for the Rigby Taylor Trophy. Our winner on this
tight and very green course was Daniel Wells from Burghley
Park. Daniel is a new BIGGA member and has just joined the
ranks of greenkeeping. In second place was Gerry Healey from
Girton Golf Club, Cambridge.

Our final fixture was a visit to the new Belton Woods Golf and
Leisure complex, with its 45 golf holes and 150 bedroom hotel.

Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

This was our best turn—out so far with 40 or more members and
a green chairman, all eager to see this new and exciting project
on the edge of Grantham.

We were shown around the course by head greenkeeper Paul
Gale and his assistant Chris Squires, both of whom gave us an
enlightening insight into the problems that can arise when tak-
ing over from the architects and contractors. Our grateful thanks
to you gentlemen.

From here we moved to Belton Park Golf Club where our
AGM was held and here again we were encouraged by fine
member support. Our Chairman, Graeme Patrick, highlighted
our year’s past activities and thanked especially our sponsors for
their support, together with those past captains and committees
from the many Golf Clubs who have welcomed us so warmly —
giving us courtesy of their respective courses.

COLIN SWINGLER

SURREY

There is precious little news coming to me at the moment, and I
can'’t include that which I don’t have! In this issue, therefore, I'll
tell you a little about the BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition at
Harrogate, which I was fortunate enough to attend in January. I
spent the first two days at the James Beard Education Workshop
and learnt not only about turfgrass science, but also how far we
have to go to reach American standards in research and devel-
opment. This isn’t a jibe at STRI, more an acknowledgement of
the funding of sportsturf research in the USA. I also looked at
the machine and accessory stands in the exhibition halls, all of
which seemed pretty busy, and was impressed with some of the
new equipment coming onto the market. These would have our
forefathers thinking we have an easy time of it and though this
obviously isn’t true, the advances in technology have certainly
improved our chances of keeping pace with the pressures placed
upon us at our place of work these days.

Next I attended a lecture given by the dynamic Bobbie Gee.
Bobbie is an American lady who lectures on Personal Image and
Presentation and demonstrates how such an image can give a
desired result. Most of what she said was pure common sense
and made me wonder why I hadn’t thought of it myself! Her
main message was ‘think how you want others to perceive you,
then set about creating and setting standards by which this can
be achieved’. This is so true for the greenkeeping profession that
her words should be hung in a prominent place in every work-
shop in the land.

Surrey’s own Clive Osgood gave an excellent presentation on

Unit B1, Gt. Knollys Street, Reading RG1 7HN. Telephone: 0734 591664 or 0836 240509

MULTI-BAYS with DURANET ‘4’

“the toughest net in golf”

O Galvanised steel framework
O Baffle aprons O Stable in wind
O Completely safe

Only £453 per bay + VAT (min. 2 bays)

GOLF AIDS -3
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‘The Preparation and Fine Tuning of Walton Heath For Major
Events’, such as the Ryder Cup, European Open etc. Having wit-
nessed the hassle and damage sustained it's a wonder any of the
chaps who have major events on their courses have any hair
left!

Harrogate also saw the launch of our new magazine — ‘Green-
keeper International’ — which is excellent and which thankfully
is now our own publication. David White has returned as editor
and doesn’t live too far from us so maybe, if he can tear himself
away from his word processor, we'll see him at a Surrey event
or two throughout the year. (You can be sure of it — Ed).

All in all Harrogate was an excellent week thoroughly enjoyed
by those who attended. I would like to congratulate all those
involved in organising the event — an arduous task no doubt -
but one achieved very successfully.

Finally, if you have contributions for the magazine please call
me on 025 125 4287.

PHIL BALDOCK

NORTH WEST

I have just returned from an excellent day spent at BTME in
Harrogate and must express my pleasure at being able to walk
comfortably around well staged displays of machinery on car-
peted floors. What a change from facing the elements, up to
your knees in mud in a semi-ploughed field! Members of the
trade were all so helpful in answering enquiries and how nice it
was to be able to arrange machinery demonstrations at our own
convenience. May I take this opportunity to congratulate the
organisers on the professional manner in which the whole exhi-
bition was staged and I can only hope the attendance figures
did the exhibition justice.

Howard McAddey, the North-West Treasurer for many years,
has now taken on the role of Northern Regional Administrator
and will relinquish his treasury post to Brian Moss at the Febru-
ary committee meeting. Howard has done sterling work for the
section since he joined the committee some 13 years ago and
we thank him and wish him well in this new post.

My ‘hot’ news line for magazine items is 051 724 5412.

BERT CROSS

MID ANGLIA

Our first lecture of 1991 began with a well attended presenta-
tion given by Mark Hunt of Sierra UK Ltd. Although not present
myself I am reliably informed by chairman John Wells that the
whole affair was very well received. Mr Hunt's talk was most
informative and we thank him and Sierra for everything —
including the delicious refreshments! I need hardly add how
indebted we are to Beadlow Manor for once again allowing us
to use their clubhouse and facilities.

Forthcoming events: March 20th, Beadlow Manor at 2.00
pm, a lecture by a representative of Lodgeway Tractors on ‘Trac-
tor Tyres, Selection and Maintenance’. April 17th is the 27 hole
ISEKI qualifying event at Northampton County Golf Club. The
fee is £16.50 and entries should be sent to Ken Bunting by April
1st. We will be running the Fourball Matchplay competition
again this year, with entries again to Ken Bunting by April 17th.
Ken’s phone number is 044 284 3359, or in his absence you
may call me on 0272 835984.

A reminder of this year’s Mid Anglia Section officers:

Chairman: John Wells

Vice-Chairman: Paul Lockett

Secretary: Geoff Smith

Match Secretary: Ken Bunting

Treasurer: Les Wakerall

Paul Lockett and Geoff Smith will be regional representatives.

Finally, any member who has topical news or views, and
would like them included in this column, please let me have
them — preferably in writing - by the 15th of the month.

GEOFF SMITH

MIDLANDS
Edgbaston Golf Club was the venue for our recent AGM, which
was attended by 22 members. Many interesting points were dis-
cussed and a good meeting was enjoyed by all. Those elected to
office were:

President: Reg Pugh

Chairman: Alan Kite

Vice-Chairman: Mike Hughes

AROUND THE

GREEN

Secretary: Dean Cleaver

Treasurer: Peter Richmond

Committee: Steve Wood and Peter Woodward

January saw the retirement after 28 years of W Pye, Head
Greenkeeper, Lillishall Golf Club. He had been a member of our
Association for over 20 years and we wish him a long and
happy retirement.

February 13th gave us a rare opportunity to meet David Gold-
ing, BIGGA’s Education Officer, when he attended Walsall Golf
Club to address us on the progress made by the Association. As
you might imagine, this was an ideal opportunity for us to quiz
him and numerous questions were fired at him, which he
answered in his humorous and affable manner. Thank you
David.

March 11th will see Mark Hunt, from Sierra UK Ltd, lecture
on the use of slow release fertilisers and their application on a
variety of different golf course areas. This will be held at Telford
Golf and Country Club.

DEAN CLEAVER

WEST SCOTLAND

The section held their Annual Dinner at
Sloans in Glasgow recently, with special
thanks reserved specially for our two stal-
wart guest speakers, both of whom were
called upon at short notice. These were
Douglas McClaren of the Scottish Golf
Union and John Watson. If we reserve
thanks for the above named speakers we
feel that Alistair Connell deserved a medal,
for he chaired the whole highly successful
evening with a mere half-hour’s warning
before we sat down to eat!

The section AGM was held courtesy of
Renfrew Golf Club and it was pleasing to
see a rise in attendance when comparing
previous figures. The section has suffered
the loss of three prominent committee
members over the past year and this cur-
tailed the organising of certain events.
Now it is felt that with our new structure
and the election of our new committee
things will almost certainly begin again in
earnest in the West Section.

Cecil George, the Section Chairman and
Course Manager at Lenzie Golf Club, has
kindly offered the services of his Club at
Lenzie on April 25th and will also use Lenzie as the location for
the ISEKI Qualifier. Do please try and make these a success and
make the turn—out a bumper one.

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone the very best for
the coming golf season and offer personal congratulations to
Stuart Taylor on his appointment as Course Manager to the
Glasgow Golf Club.

Cecil has written especially to inform us about the ROBERT
BELL MORRISON MCKILLOP MEMORIAL TROPHY, which was
presented recently to the West section by Bob’s daughter, Iris
Cannon. This fine silver trophy is to be played for at our
Autumn Tournament each year and was won for the first time
by Ian Wilson of Vale of Leven Golf Club. In accepting the tro-
phy in memory of Bob Mckillop, Cecil recalled what a fine and
good friend and fellow Bob had been. He was a member of the
Scottish Greenkeepers Association from the First World War
and showed great interest in the new Association right up until
his death at the age of 97. In thanking Iris for her generosity,
Cecil assured her that her father’s memory will forever be per-
petuated wherever greenkeepers gather.

GORDON KERR

@ Around the Green continues overleaf

lan Wilson,
winner of
the Robert
McKillop
Memorial
Trophy
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BUCKS, BERKS & OXON

Two events worthy of reporting are those held at Frilford Heath,
the first being the Rigby Taylor Fourball Matchplay, which was
won by Simon Edwards and Murray Long. In second place were
Ray Clarke and Bob Woodward with Dave Childs and Nick Allen
a deserving third. Also at Frilford, the Annual Turkey Trot was
won by Philip Plater, whose 81 — 10 gave him a 71 best nett for
the CMW Trophy and a turkey. The best gross score was John
Texeira’s 78, which rewarded him with the John Deere Cup.
Longest drive for the Toro prize — everyone’s ambition is to drive
a country mile — was recorded by Simon Robinson and the
award given by County Mowers for nearest to the pin was taken
by John Bevan. For these fine days we thank Rigby Taylor and
especially Roger Bowles for his hard work in making the Match-
play so enjoyable, and on both occasions our heartfelt thanks to
David Heads and Jaques Kaynhams, Head Greenkeeper and Sec-
retary respectively at Frilford Heath, for doing what they both
do best - produce good playing conditions and splendid club-
house facilities. Thanks also to our sponsors: John Deere, Toro,
CMW, County Mowers, Sta-Brite, Gem Fertilisers, Rigby Taylor,
Maxwell Hart — and my apologies if I've missed any!

It would be remiss not to acknowledge the fine job that Ray
Clark and Bob Woodward have done in producing the newslet-
ter and to thank also our retiring Chairman, Bill Patterson, for
all his sterling work.

Members should have fixtures lists, but as a reminder our first
golf event, The Spring Tournament over 36 holes, will be at
Goring and Streetley on May 22nd. In April a list of committee
members will be published together with a full programme of
events for 1991. Let’s make this a year of growth and prosperity,
where support is seen to come from all section members.

NORMAN FENWICK

NORTH SCOTLAND

A programme of events for 1991 is still in the final stages of
preparation, with a couple of events still awaiting confirmation
and, hopefully, the announcement of sponsorship. Other plans
include the probability of a half-day conference in Aberdeen
and another in Inverness, both in conjunction with the Scottish
Agricultural College, sometime in mid March. The subject will
be Grass Identification under Working Conditions. When dates
are confirmed details will appear in the local press.

Again with the Scottish Agricultural College we hope to hold
one or two spraying courses at the end of 1991. Those inter-
ested in attending should contact me and I will arrange venues
and times. Of great importance in these matters is a firm com-
mitment, so please give this your best shot.

Our Spring Outing will be at Nairn West Golf Club on May
16th. As our guest at Nairn we shall have Howard Evans, pen-
sions adviser to BIGGA, who will give a short talk and be avail-
able for personal discussions on such things as life assurance,

pensions, planning etc. Nairn Golf Club have only recently com-
pleted the building of a new £700,000 clubhouse and are sched-
uled to stage the Vagliano Trophy, the bi-annual game between
the Ladies of Great Britain and Europe, later this year.

GORDON MOIR

SHEFFIELD

Our AGM in December was preceded by an interesting talk
given by Mark Hunt from Sierra, together with a slide presenta-
tion. This was followed by the election of officers, in which

A K Arnold remains as Section President and Ron Graham takes
on the new post as Chairman, replacing Barry Lax who has
retired from this position. Barry has spent the last 20 years on
the section committee, eight of which have been spent as secre-
tary and the past two as chairman. This fine record cannot go by
without recording our thanks for all of Barry’s hard work. Other
officers re-elected were Tony Renshaw (Secretary), Barry
Heaney (Competition Secretary), Derek Neve, Paul Unwin and
Eric Palmer. New officers elected were John Lax and myself.

The committee has decided to scrap the idea of petrol subsidy
for members travelling together in a shared car to Harrogate,
this replaced in favour of hiring a coach to Peterborough for the
I0G Show in September. Twenty five people will be the mini-
mum to make this viable so please indicate your interest at an
early date.

The 1990 Christmas competition, which was cancelled, is
unlikely to be re-scheduled and therefore those who paid at
Sicklingholme will have payment carried over toward the Spring
Tournament; the date of which is still to be confirmed. Dates for
your diary are July 17th, Annual Tournament at Brough Golf
Club. Finally, belated congratulations to John Lax, from all
friends in the Sheffield section, on becoming the 1990 ISEKI
Champion.

IAN COLLETT

EAST SCOTLAND

Good news announced is that the Willie Wood Memorial Tour-
nament will be sponsored. Gillies and Henderson, known to us
all, have taken over the Jacobsen Sales Department for the East
and have kindly offered to sponsor this popular tournament by
way of prize donations each year. Our thanks go to Harry Bond
and Allan Ronaldson for this kind gesture.

Lest you may have missed it — the next meeting on schedule is
the visit to the Whisky Bond on March 20th — cheers!

The Spring Outing and ISEKI Qualifier will be at Baberton
Golf Club on April 9th. Entry forms will be sent in good time.

We were sorry to hear that Jimmy Neilson was injured in a car
accident in late November though can report that he is doing
fine and is now back in action. The same cannot be said of his
car, and we know that Jimmy will miss the old steed — which he
worshipped. There are some who believe that Jimmy kept it
because it knew it's own way home — and he had no time to
train another!

We should be aware that subs were due on Jan 1st, so if you
haven’t paid, DO IT NOW. The first list of ‘paid-up’ members
will soon be in my hands and only those marked paid will
receive invites to golf outings etc.

WILLIE BLAIR
@ Around the Green continues on Page 60

GOLF COURSE SIGNS

Designed to your own specification. Strongly
manufactured. Maintenance free, chip resistant,

Ring now and just let us know what you need

club motif if required.
Choice of colours

A C & M Birch Ltd

Golf Signs
Unit GH1, Platts Lane,

2
‘ Burscough, Lancs. L40 7TE

Telephone: Alan Birch 0704 896177/892997
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* Easily
installed

* Minimal
maintenance

Retresh your memhers

* Vandal
resistant

* Durable
Your members can now enjoy a refreshing drink of water no

matter how far they are from the club house with one of the
new inexpensive drinking fountains from MAESTRO.

a1 B 6/8 Powerscroft Road

k\t{\‘\ﬂ 155}"' FOOtsS:y s
Kent 14 5

MAESTRO

Tel: 081 302 4035
Fax: 081 302 8933

The COMPLETE Groundcare
~= PACKAGE

}}’ only from Scotland's N°1
Groundcare Specialists

} Top quality products
’ Top quality service
} Superior parts backup

USED EQUIPMENT '

JOHN DEERE

HAYTER

CLIPPINGS

LITTE

Clean up in a big way
with the versatile
BROUWER VAC

PROFESSIONAL

For sales, service and next day parts delivery

Dutton, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 4LL
Tel: (0928) 719336 Fax: (0928) 710329
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SANDS
Free draining lime free
sands for Top
Dressings, Bunkers,
Drainage and Winter
Sports pitches.

TOP-DRESSINGS
No. 1 Medium/Fine
Dressing from our

famous Nucks Wood

Quarry

No.2 Medium/Fine
Dressing from our
Warrington Quarry

No.3 A Coarser Grade
Dressing from our
Warrington Quarry

Sand suitable for
USGA putting green
construction.

ROOT ZONE
MIX
Can meet USGA
Specification, standard
and individual mixes
available for cons-
truction/reconstruction
of Golf Greens and
Tees. Consistency of
Materials and unique
delivery service
guaranteed.

SEDGE
PEAT

Mixed with No.1, No.2,
or No.3 Top-Dressings
(at no extra cost) will
aid moisture retention
during dry summer
months especially for
Links Courses. Also
available on its own or
as a tree planting
compost.

SCREENED
SOIL
Screened and
shredded, this soil is
ideal for all
Construction, Divoting
and Maintenance work.
It is of Quarry origin
and has guaranteed
consistent quality.

The success of keeping your Golf Course or Sports
Ground in top condition depends on you among
other things buying top quality products.

All Rufford Products are produced from our own
Quarries with no need to import Sands or Soils. All
have been approved by leading agronomists and

All enquiries:-

(0925) 232476

Acton Grange Quarry, Birchwood lane, Moore, Warrington, WA4 6XE

Also at: Nucks Wood Quarry, Wiggins Lane, Rufford, Nr Southport,
Lancashire, L40 1U]. Head Office: 061-747 4333

TATURALLY
ORGANIC

Soil Scientists. Consistency of quality and our vast
reserves enable you to purchase with total confidence.

You are invited to visit our Quarries to judge for
yourselves. Quite a number of course Managers and
Agronomists have already done so and we would
like to think they were just a little impressed.

Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Ring us or your nearest distributor
for immediate attention.
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TRADE

TOPIGS

W Westurf ‘91 - or to give it its
full and more correct title WES-
TURF Turfcare Trade Exhibition
— looks set to create new
records on May 1st with larger
numbers of local traders and
internationally known manufac-
turers booking increased space
at this ‘county fair’ favourite,
organised - so enthusiastically
and so well by the South West Gordon Child

and Wales Region of BIGGA, under the inspired direc-
tion of Gordon Child.

Gordon seems to have got the equation absolutely
right, for whilst costs are well within acceptable
bounds for the trade to exhibit professionally and
painlessly, the visiting greenkeeper will find the free-
dom of inspection enhanced by the delightful sur-
roundings of Long Ashton Golf Club, a spot just a few
minutes away from the motorway and easy to find.
Parking is free and very easy and the whole thing
promises to be a great day out.

Some space IS still available and a call NOW to Gor-
don will confirm. His number is 0803 844056.
=== W Yorkshire’s Inturf Limited
are co—operating with Sur-
rey based Lawn Tech Lim-
ited in the development of
a revolutionary BIG ROLL
turf laying system.

The key to the system’s
success lies in a semi-auto-
matic turf laying machine —
the first of its kind in the
world - which has been
designed and patented by

y o ; Lawn Tech specifically to

Fast turf laying: Big Roll handle giant turf rolls mea-
suring up to 30 square yards per roll. The machine is
capable of laying large areas of turf very fast — one
man can lay up to 500 sq. yards in an hour.
M The ever increasing capability of the SISIS Varicore
to provide alternative means of aerating all types of
sportsturf surfaces has been broadened further by the
recent addition to the range of tines available for this
model. SISIS have introduced a 5” slitting tine for
maintenance aeration to supplement the 5” hollow
and solid tines already widely used.

This means that the operator can select a required

depth down to 5%” rather than the maximum of 4”
previously possible.
B The AQUACELL ‘irrigation system, literally a
polypropylene blanket of individual calls which allows
water to penetrate on dry areas by over 30 times that
possible using conventional methods, is proving to be
a great boon in promoting seed germination and pro-
tecting a treated worn area from unwelcome traffic.
Conceived, designed and developed by a greenkeeper
for greenkeepers, the system — which from a distance
looks rather like a kingsize airbed — makes claim to
use less water and increase the efficiency and econ-
omy of wetting agents, together with minimum evap-
oration loss and water run—off. Highly recommended
before aeration, this simple though ingenious idea is
producing results that are most impressive indeed.

Landscaping, design and construction

Fred Hawtree, in

reminiscent mood when

recalling a lecture

delivered by him some

years ago, insists that

those same lessons

stand good today and

offers wise counsel to

those involved in golf

course design and

construction in 1991

Straight
from the

Hawtree’s
mouth

Those of you who were fortunate enough to attend the Northern Sec-
tion’s one-day conference on conservation in 1978 will doubtless recall
one paper in particular. No need to remind you who gave it but it may
be sensible to repeat some of its forecasts.

“Tbere are certainly a number of projects which are initiated
by a group of enthusiasts who want the best of what they can
afford and, provided they engage a competent designer, they
will get it. Most of the economics the designer makes will be due
to conservation factors because the less be disturbs, the less be
is spending. Then there are farmers and landowners who see a
8olf club as alternative incowie. Here also, I think we are rela-
tively safe because there will not be a lot of money to splash
about and a competent golf course architect will produce a plan
which will ensure that the golf course provides all the tradi-
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tional requirements without requiring an astro-
nomical budget.

The real danger comes from the financial
groups, the long—term investors, the big develop-
ers, the botel builders, the diversifiers. Very natu-
rally they wish to make sure that their venture is
successful. They only know one way of doing this
—engage a big name to sign the plans, whetber or
not be bas prepared them bimself”.

All good stuff, I modestly suggest. And there is more.
“The big name player bas spent most of bis life on
the practice ground and bas probably not bad
much time to study the finer points of landscap-
ing. He imposes an overall requirement on bis
underlings that every bole should be memorable,
the total length 7,000 yards plus, there must be
lakes at every bole, at least ten acres of sand, and
all green surfaces should roll like the ocean”.
After clinching the job, “He will appear twice more
to provide an opportunity for the golfing press to
be briefed on progress and the vast sums that are
being spent.

That is all very well in a big country but it is not
right for us. The number of so—called prestige
developments that we can take is strictly limited”.

It gets better and better.

In the case of the Loch Lomond development, I
believe , the last big name visit was early in October
when 15 holes were constructed. The Press were flown
there in a chartered aeroplane. Two months later the
whole shebang, still with 15 holes, was up for sale.

‘The big name
player has spent
most of his life
on the practice
ground and has
probably not
had much time
to study the
finer points of

landscaping’

(Thanks to John Hopkins in the Sunday Times for this
information.)

The same source also mentioned the problems of the
East Sussex “National”. By the way how many Nation-
als can you have? The Belfry is described on sign—posts
in the immediate district as “National Golf Centre”).
But at Uckfield, the scheme was only budgeted for
£32.5 million instead of yon bonny bank’s £52 million.
So there is no clubhouse yet.

Well, let us all hope it will come right in the end for
both of them. What bothers me is the knock-on effect.
If potential developers get the wrong idea, resistance to
new courses will grow, and waiting lists will stay wait-
ing just when they should be disappearing.

“Planning authorities will become suspicious of
new golf courses if they bave seen or beard bow
others bave turned landscape inside out...”

“The community spirit on which many golf

courses thrive will disappear. Nobody will be able
to afford to play on them because the construc-
tional costs and maintenance costs on top with
upwards of 40 green staff can only lead to pro-
bibitive fees”.
That is why it is heartening to see the English Golf
Union setting up an advisory section on development.
There’s nobody better than an amateur golfer to
explain the attractions of golf and a golf course — even
a simple one. The next move has got to be a classical
revival. Fortunately this is also the economic route to
success.

“Conservation is bere to stay and its proponents
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THE LATEST
THINKING IN
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

The kind that gives you a championship calibre
golf course within the limitations of your budget.
CDC’sunrivalled package means expertise ateach
stage of design, construction and maintenance.
That’s why we're the fastest growing golf course
constructors around. So call us for our brochure

or talk to us about your new project today.

CDC GROUP PLC, Chapel Works, Waldringfield, Woodbridge, Suffolk P12 4PT

A member of the British Association of Golf Course Constructors

Tel: Waldringfield 791/2/3/4
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will not get any quieter as population, money and
other pollutants increase. Both golf courses archi-
tects and greenkeepers bad better listen to these
strident voices and bave an answer ready. The
answer for architects is certainly not standing the
whole site on its bead. A traditional golf course
will fit into the natural pattern and suit both site
and golfer best of all. The bizarre productions of
recent years come from the need for publicity,
instant fame, and instant fortune. They also make
them impossible to maintain except in a bizarre,
immaculate artificial fashion, the sort of style
which public parks used to demonstrate but, bap-
pily, do so no longer”.

It has all been said before, especially in these pages.
Let us hope it will not be necessary to say it three
times.

Landscaping, drainage and construction
— company profiles

Maxel Golf
Maxel Golf understand only too well the difficulties of
achieving mutually satisfying planning permission
between client and local authority, having successfully
completed months of detailed negotiations with the
Yorkshire Dales National Parks in order to achieve per-
mission for the first ever Dales golf course in the village
of Sedburgh.

This beautiful valley is owned by the farming Hand-
leys and Wilsons who, with diversification in mind, are

‘The bizarre
productions of
recent years
come from the
need for
publicity,
instant fame,

and fortune.

They also make

them impossib

to maintain’

about to embark upon a project which will test every-
one involved in caring for the natural environment.

Terry Redding, M.D. of Maxel Golf, felt specialist
help was required and has invited David Bellamy Asso-
ciates and their team of environmental experts to work
with Maxel on the formulation of ‘green’ codes of prac-
tice for clients.

S A Lacey Ltd

Building a lake on your golf course? From initial advice
on suitability of terrain, S A Lacey Ltd undertakes all
aspects of design and construction of lakes. “Our aim is
to create a feature that will blend into the surrounding
landscape to enhance any course’s desirability”, affirms
Simon Lacey.

Professional consultancy on recommended liners,
boreholes, bank edging, weirs, sluices, monks, valves,
etc as well as the supply of additional extras such as
bridges, fountains and water plants are all part of an
increasingly popular service.

Alteration of existing lakes is most recently exempli-
fied on a North London course and the construction of
three new lakes with puddled clay liners is currently in
progress at Brands Hatch in Kent.

OCM Associates Ltd
Seasoned European tour player and former Jersey
Open Champion John Morgan has turned his hand to
golf course construction.

The ex—Royal Liverpool pro has become a director of
OCM Associates Ltd, a Dumfries-based company, and

.AN.D..}SC ONSTRUCT

‘GOLF COURSE DESIGN
ON.i

Business Plans,
Course Designs,
Liaison with
Statutory
Authorities,

Construction
Management,

Cathedral
Cardlff. CF19HB.

Services include:

Ecological Assessment,

VIR VI S ANDGW.m

Tel:0222 223284 Fax:0222 223374
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A\ AGRIPOWER ...

SPORTSTURF

SPORTSFIELD CONSTRUCTION
IN
GRASS OR SYNTHETICS

DRAINAGE - SANDBANDING
VERTIDRAIN HIRE
STONE PICKING
CULTIVATIONS
MACHINERY HIRE

Head Office: 02406 6776
Midlands/North: 0543 250010
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Tour player, John
Morgan, who has
joined OCM
Associates as their
design consultant

will work as their design consultant.

Morgan is already involved in projects to
build courses in Dumfries and Scarborough
and has plans to move further afield.

The new challenge will not involve Morgan
moving from his West Kirby, Liverpool home
but it will affect his playing schedule. “I'll be
playing on the European tour again but I will
limit my appearances as course construction
work develops”, he says.

Agripower Limited Sportsturf

Based in both Buckinghamshire and Stafford-
shire, Agripower are able to offer a compre-
hensive nationwide service in the
construction, drainage and maintenance of
Golf Courses. In addition, they are now able
to offer well boring for water supply and
drainage soakaways. As members of the
LDCA Sportsturf Section, their customers have the
reassurance and backing provided by the Association
for quality workmanship. The Company’s comprehen-
sive range of specialist equipment, from bulk earth
moving machines to stone pickers, enable them to offer
a complete service from construction through to final
cultivation, green construction and irrigation installa-
tion.

MRM Sandow Limited
MRM Sandow Limited are currently working on
numerous projects throughout the UK; these being

taken from concept through all stages of planning,
design, contract administration and project manage-
ment. Their Resident Ecologist fully assesses all sites
and full consideration is taken of the findings so that a
scheme is developed that is beneficial to both the golfer
and the environment.

The Company blends modern CAD techniques with
individual design to produce developments complying
with the brief and within budget. In short, the com-
pany has the expertise and experience to carry out all
types of projects.

For further information contact Richard Hird on 0222
223284.

Macro Services

Macro Services have established an excellent reputa-
tion over a number of years. The company commenced
operation in 1983, concentrating on hard and soft
landscaping. However, it wasn’t long before Pete Mad-
docks, the driving force behind Macro Services, and
more than 20 years a golfer, moved into golf course
construction work. It all started with the extending and
rebuilding of a tee. Many more tees and greens con-
struction followed, as well as extensive drainage work.
As a result of the attention to detail paid to the work
and the very personal service, recommendations fol-
lowed, particularly by Romsey GC and recently major
repair work was undertaken at Hockley GC... very suc-
cessfully! Macro Services are noted for their ‘value for
money’ approach. Get in touch with Pete Maddocks to
find out why.
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“THE COMPLETE SERVICE IN
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION”’

CONSULT US WITHOUT OBLIGATION

Maxel Construction and Management Services Ltd. \r
Manor Cottage, 1 Front Street, Whickham,

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE16 4HF.

Tel: (091) 496 0312. Fax: (091) 496 0084




GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES

BETTACOURSE LTD

is an independent Golf Course Project Managment
Company which offers professional on-site
supervision and management, including . . .

® Co-ordination and Programming of Works

@ Liason between Client, Architect and
Contractors

® Full Budgeting Control

® Overseeing all types of Construction and
Finishing

Our experience is derived from over 16 years

within the golfing industry and project managing

golf course construction in Germany, Greece,

Portugal and the UK.

If you are considering any type of golfing projects
and wish to ensure that the work is carried out
professionally, contact DAVID LUCAS

BETTACOURSE LTD
for a reliable and efficient service

2 Underwood Court, Underwood Road,
Caterham, Surrey, CR3 6BB. Tel 0883 341305
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REMODELLING YOUR
GOLF COURSE?

We are specialists in the construction and
restoration of lakes and ponds.
THE ULTIMATE OBSTACLE

We also undertake construction and alteration of courses.

S. A. LACEY LTD

Little Saxby’s Farm
Holywych Lane
Cowden, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 7DX.
Tel: (0342) 850010 « Fax: (0342) 850926
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DO YOU NEED A TEE REBUILT2
A GREEN RESHAPED OR CONSTRUCTED,
BUNKERS REVAMPED OR DRAINED
OR
MORE SUBSTANTIAL CONSTRUCTION WORK?

If you do, we can help. Macro Services have established an
excellent reputation over a number of years after successfully
completing work on numerous courses, including ROMSEY

GOLF CLUB and HOCKLEY GOLF CLUB.

We pride ourselves on
the personal service
we offer. Call us
without obligation
to discuss your
requirements
- large or small.

8 Purkess Close, Chandlers Ford, Hants SO5 2ED
Tel: (0703) 261960 or 0860 805526

256

Associates Ltd
OFFeR YOU

The best and most comprehensive in-house package yet!

CoVERING

Golf Course Management and Agronomy
(The Complete Management of Turf)

Golf Course, Clubhouse Design and Construction,
Landscaping and Drainage.

Clubhouse Systems and Management/Staff Tech-
niques: Recruiting: Training: Bar/Catering.
Budgets (Systems and Control Procedures)

Plant/Machinery for the Course or Clubhouse.

Make The PROFESSIONAL DECISION

Call Bryan Moor now on 055662-656
or Fax 055662-669
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RECRUITMENT

—

HEAD GREENKEEPER - NORWAY

Interest in golf in Norway has greatly increased dur-
ing the last five years and many new courses are
under construction or in the planning stage. Droebak
Golf Course is due for completion in June this year
and is expected to be ready for use in summer 1992.
The course is situated in a very popular and pic-
turesque area 25 miles south of Oslo on the east side
of the Oslofjord.

We require a person for the position of Head Green-
-keeper starting in May/june. She/he should have had
several years golf course experience (ideally with the
establishment of a new course), should be practical,
versatile and good with machinery.

Accommodation available. Salary £18,000 pa.

It is our wish to build Droebak Golf Club into one of
the best in Scandinavia and we are looking for a head

greenkeeper to help us achieve this aim.

Please apply in writing to: C. N. Smith, Shernet,
Main Road, Thornham, Hunstanton, Norfolk
PE36 3LZ.

— ——

e
Adare ManoP
GREENS
SUPERINTENDENT

Adare Manor golf course, designed by
Robert Trent Jones Snr., is currently
under construction and is due to open
for play in June 1992.

Applications are now invited for the
post of greens superintendent. Appli-
cants should have experience with new
course grow-in as well as bentgrass cul-
tivars. Position available March/April
1991. Salary is commensurate with
experience.

Send CV in full confidence to:
Mr. Robert Horan

|l Director of Golf Development, Adare Manor,
Adare, Co. Limerick, Ireland.

—
S——————

GOLF COURSE MANAGER

required for

TULLYBANNOCHER GOLF COURSE
COMRIE
PERTHSHIRE
SCOTLAND

beautiful scenery in Scotland, will commence in March
1991. It will be built to the highest specifications and the
successful candidate will be part of the construction team.

Only fully qualified greenkeepers, experienced in modern
construction methods and maintenance will be considered.

During construction they will control the maintenance,
appoint their greenkeeping team, purchase machinery,
draw up budgets and be part of the ongoing management
team.

An excellent salary will be negotiable plus pension. A com-
pany vehicle will be provided.

Written applications only and CV, marked private and confi-
dential, to:

Mr John Souter

The Monument Golf Club Limited
9 Grinnan Road

Braco

Perthshire FK15 9RF

Construction of this course, set amongst some of the most-

FARNHAM GOLF CLUB

require a

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Applicants should hold relevant certificates in
turf culture and have practical experience in
the use of modern machinery, irrigation sys-
tems and intensive turf management. No

accommodation.

Conditions of service in line with BIGGA

recommendations.

Send complete CV to:

Mr J Prevalin, Secretary, Far_nham Golf Club, Sands,
near Farnham, Surrey GU10 1PX.
Telephone: (02518) 2109
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}

A

————— \

Burhill Golf—C—entres Limited
HEAD GREENKEEPER

required for

THORNBURY GOLF CENTRE, near BRISTOL

Applications are invited for the above position
where a 36 hole ‘Pay and Play’ complex is
under construction and due to open in Summer
1992.

The successful applicant will be fuilly qualified
and have at least 8 years' experience in green-
keeping and be able to demonstrate that
he/she has the necessary ability to maintain
the courses to the high standard already set at
our other Centres.

An attractive salary will be negotiated,
together with other benefits.

An application form may be obtained on
request from:

A. J. Acres

Burhill Golf Centres Ltd
The Club House
Walton-on-Thames
Surrey KT12 4BL

Tel: 0932 227345

GOLF D’APREMONT

require a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

in FRANCE

For their 18 hole course designed by John
Jacobs, construction of which will be finished in
June 1991. The course is approximately 50km
north of Paris and only 25km from Charles De
Gaulle airport.

The successful applicant will be fully experi-
enced in all aspects of modern course manage-
ment, including knowledge of new equipment
and irrigation systems for greens, tees and fair-
ways.

The ability to motivate and manage a staff of
around ten people will be essential.

Salary negotiable.

Applications with full CV to:
Masumi Futamata

Golf D’Apremont

60 300 Apremont

The
HOWARD SWAN
Practice

requires a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

to take charge of the new 27 hole
complex at BRIDLINGTON BAY, EAST
YORKSHIRE during the final stages of
construction and establishment main-
tenance, scheduled for opening in

Spring 1993.

Those interested send full details to:
Telfords Farm
Willingale
Ongar
Essex CM5 0QF

CORHAMPTON GOLF CLUB

invite applications for the position of

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of
greenkeeping and have a practical knowledge of
modern machinery. The ability to lead and motivate
staff is essential.

Accommodation is not available.

Salary negotiable.
Apply in writing to the Secretary enclosing CV.

Corhampton Golf Club
Sheeps Pond Lane
Droxford
Southampton

Hants. S03 1QZ
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Great Barr Golf Club

require a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants should be fully qualified to include a thor-
ough knowledge in the use and maintenance of mod-
ern greenkeeping machinery, and have the ability to
organise and motivate staff.
Accommodation available ® Salary negotiable.

Applications with full CV to:
The Secretary, Great Barr Golf Club, Chapel Lane,
Birmingham B43 7BA

A qualified working

HEAD GREENKEEPER

is required by
PINNER HILL GOLF CLUB
(Private Members Club)

To lead a team of 5 to further improve the standard and presenta-
tion of this challenging hilly parkland 18 hole course which held
the Middlesex County Championships last year.

A knowledge of clay soils a distinct advantage.
rent free detached accommodation available.
Salary dependent on experience.

Reply in writing with CV to:

Club Secretary, Pinner Hill Golf Club, Pinner Hill,
Middlesex HAS 3YA

HELP TRAIN NEW
GREENKEEPERS

Lecturer in Greenkeeping
Salary up to £17,655 per annum

We are looking for someone with sound tech-

nical and practical experience in Golf
Course management to join our team of
motivated professionals.

If you feel you can fill this important
post, write for further details to:

The Bursar, Oaklands College,
Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL4 0JA

* A

KNOWLE GOLF CLUB
require a VA
HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants should be suitably qualified and experienced in
all aspects of greenkeeping and use and maintenance of
modern machinery. A knowledge of irrigation systems would
be an advantage.

Ability to organise and motivate a small staff essential.
Salary negotiable.

Applications in writing with full CV to:

The Secretary, Knowle Golf Club, Fairway, Brislington,
Bristol BS4 5DF.

GREENKEEPERS AND COURSE MANAGERS
Seeking a career move?

SEVMOUR PERSONNEL

is an agency designed to help you meet your
requirements.

Confidential and effective service
For further details contact:

PERSONNEL

84a Guarlford Road, Malvern, Worcestershire. WR14 3QT
Telephone: (0684) 569204

Employment Agencies Act Reg. M4363

Romsgey Golf Club

Nursling, Southampton

requires

A DEPUTY HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants should be experienced in all aspects of Greenkeeping,
preferably qualified, with a knowledge of modern golf course
machinery, and a member of BIGGA. Salary based on experience
and qualification. Opportunity for overtime.

No accominodation available. =y
Replies in writing with CV to: ﬁ

The Secretary, Romsey Golf Club Ltd, Nursling, ><
Southampton, Hants S01 9XW @ _I

EXPERIENCED
GREENKEEPER

required for quality course

Club willing to assist right applicant to

train for qualifications if necessary.

Written applications, giving age and previous experience, to:
Secretary/Manager,
Scarcroft Golf Club, Syke Lane, Scarcroft, Leeds L.S14 3BQ

Tandridge Golf Club
requires an
ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER
Applicants should possess relevant qualifications and have
several years experience of intensive turf management, auto-

matic watering systems, and the use and maintenance of

modern golf course machinery.

ACCOMMODATION PROVIDED
Please reply to: The Secretary, Tandridge Golf Club,
Oxted, Surrey, RH8 9NQ
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(ountry Club des Olleries
golf {el/ogne)

&)

W"M%gﬁ g

FRANCE
GOLF de SOLOGNE
require a
GREENKEEPER (single)
at earliest possible moment.

A private club, with no Committees, 15 miles
south of Orleans, 90 miles from Paris, requires
a fully qualified Greenkeeper, experienced in
all aspects of greenkeeping and machinery/

equipment maintenance.

Driving licence required - knowledge of
French not essential.

Salary negotiable in accordance with experi-
ence. Accommodation available in the vicinity.

Interviews will take place in London in March.

Applications, with CV and telephone
number, to Mrs Frangoise Green, Director,
21 Avenue Mozart, 75016 Paris, France,
telephone 010-33-1-45 27 60 97.

B

Golf Associates Limited

REQUIRE

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPERS

For a new prestigious 18-hole John Jacobs designed golf
course at Denham, Buckinghamshire, opening in June, 1992.

The course has a combination of conventional and Pennstate
grasses and will be maintained to the highest standards under
the control of a Course Manager

Purpose built greenkeeping facilities will provide an excellent
working environment and a salary above BIGGA recom-
mended rates will be paid to successful applicants

Applicants should be qualified to City and Guilds, Golf
Greenkeeping Grades 1 & I, and have a minimum of two
years experience.

Applications, which will be treated in the strictest confidence,
and must include full personal and career details together
with the names and addresses of two referees, should be
made in writing to:-

JOHN JACOBS GOLF ASSOCIATES LIMITED,
68A HIGH STREET,
WALKERN,
STEVENAGE,
HERTS SG2 7PG.

Tel: 0438 861 438
Fax: 0438 861 788

ilmslow

golf club
1889-1989

THE WILMSLOW GOLF CLUB

invites applications for the position of

COURSE MANAGER

This is a new appointment with full responsibility
for the management of an 18-hole championship
course delightfully situated in Cheshire.
Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects
of greenkeeping and turf culture.

A practical knowledge of the use and maintenance
of modern turf machinery and the ability to control
and motivate staff arc essential.

Starting salary is negotiable in excess of BIGGA
rates—substantially above for ideal suitability — plus
contributory pension scheme. Accommodation is
not available but relocation help will be given
in a suitable case.

Applications in writing with full CV should be
sent to:

The Captain, The Wilmslow Golf Club,
Great Warford, Mobberley,

Cheshire WA16 6AY.

EBERLE GOLF IN MUNICH

require a qualified and experienced
HEAD GREENKEEPER
For their fast expanding range of ‘Golfparks’
in the Munich area.
Promotion and prospects excellent for expert

and dedicated person.

Job description/salary will be sent following applications in writing
with details of experience and training to:
Edward Day MBE, Manager UK, Eberle Golf, Doves Barn,
Brightling, East Sussex TN32 5HD

DEPUTY HEAD GREENKEEPER

For new 9 Hole Parkland Course
Applications are invited from suitably
qualified persons aged 20-35 years.

An ability to motivate and manage s ",‘_f4 »
staff is essential. Salary: negotiable - —__. (kn,&. it/
v‘// ;i ?: ’.f_’__ AN LS
/77 LEATHERHEAD

i GOLF CENTRE
Please apply in writing to:

Paul Harley - Head Greenkeeper, Leatherhead Golf Centre,
Oaklawn Road,Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 0BT
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Built by the Swiss...

Now there’s a new multi purpose machine for all year round groundscare — the Bucher Multi.
Built by the Swiss for all round adaptability, the Multi can take on cylinder, rotary or flail mowers
« forfast productive cutting in summer, or a front brush, or snow blade for cleaning

N up in winter.

. \\\‘ Now, when you’re looking for a machine that works like
6) v
clockwork all year round, take a good look at
Y\ the Bucher Multi - there’s no machine more
v% )
b % @ '\ adaptable to your demands for all
' year round productivity and

time saving potential.
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Equipment for Sale

Artificial Grass

QUALITY EQUIPMENT
JACOBSEN TRI KING FOR SALE UNIVERSAL MATERIALS CO. LTD.
RIDE ON MOWER . UNIMAT
3 WHEEL DRIVE Set of five Toro Spartan Th“‘é"g':;“{fs s I
FLOATING HEADS gang mowers, five A°,30°E”y‘,,,c',’(:f ror g o Femoes
ONLY 461 HOURS bladed. Ten years old Harvesters and Washer Stud Proof Turl
Contact: Geoff Russell Golt Putting & Driving Mats
£4,500 0.n.0. [ URRRERRERENS £1000 ono. 577, Higrb by Dorcge;(s;er-on-Thames. T
TEL: 0505 612609 = Oxlordatsre, XD OHH. THE GREENSWARD COMPANY
Ranfurly Castle Golf Club 1977 Leyland 2?30363(:“:; TR0 SH1500. o Maenanes ol 0672) 722029 Fax: (0872 724508
R | on

Regularly Serviced

FOR SALE

NEW Iseki TX2160F

4wd 18hp TRACTOR . a
List Price £6235 To view, ring
OUR PRICE £4200 The Secretary, Dore and

+ VAT. Totley Golf Club,
Reason for offer, change of on 0742 369872.
agency.
GIBBS OF CREWKERNE
Tel: 0460 73354

Turf Dressings

=, BOUGHTON
UL | OAM LTD.

Producers and Suppliers of the “Top of the Table"”
Range of Turf Dressings

Bunker Sands, Screened Loam &
Topsolls, Horticultural Composts.

Telford Way, Telford Way Industrial Estate, Kettering,
Northants. Tel: 0536 510515

Golf Course Equipment

THE WORLD’S LEADING GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT DESIGN AND MANUFACTURER
Specialist items include: Furniture, Greenkeeping and Groundsman’s Tools, Tee Plates of all shapes and
sizes, Club House and Special Event Flags, Hole Cups for every type of course, Flag Staffs to fit every need.
And for the Driving Range too, a most efficient Ball Collector, Big Capacity Ball

Dispensers, Economic Ball Washer, Hard Wearing Tee Mats and Rubber Tees.

H. Pattisson and Company, 342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds. LU4 8NU
Pattisso“ Phone 0582 597262. Fax: 0582 505241
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Both pieces of machinery
have been meticulously
serviced and maintained.

Adbvertise in Greenkeeper International.
THE BEST IN THE BUSINESS
Ring us on 03473 581/2




Buyers” buide

prboricuture (1~ Compost

TREE

L@@T@% MOVING

Hydraulic tree lifting machinery for
hire, removes, plants, and transplants
semi mature trees.

Semi mature trees also
available from stock.
RUSKINS
Wolves Farm, Wyatts Green,
Doddinghurst, Essex CM15 0QE
Tel: (0277) 353436
Mobile: (0831) 174704
Fax: (0277) 353916

DOLWIN AND GRAY
(1969-1990)
Arboriculture and Forestry
Consultants and Contractors
Approved Landscape Contractors
Game Covert Design (SE England)

. Alpha House -
&7 ' Crowborough Hill =====
&% & Crowborough -
| Sa¢3 §  East Sussex
S TN6 2EG

tisss ke (0892) 664612 BAL'

£ etbor,

LARGE TREES
FOR INSTANT MATURITY!

Supplied and plonted nationwide from our extensive
nursery stocks exceeding 200 varieties and species

Also our Tree Spades on 4 x 4 Tractors fransplant trees
on site economically

CIVIC TREE CARE LTD.

102 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

Telephone 0442825401
ond 081950 4491
FAX 0442 890275

| Coll us for stock list and advice
|

LISTER
by
Green Brothers (Geebro) Ltd
South Road, Hailsham
BN27 3DT. Tel: (0323) 840771
Fax: (0323) 440109

THE PROBLEM . _ .
COMPACTION
THE SOLUTION . . .
TWOSE 3 OR 7 LEG
TURF CONDITIONER

Nationwide hire from

PROFESSIONAL
GRASS CARE

Ring now for more information %
on our specialist hire squipment

Tel: (0507) 600989
Fax: (0507) 609009

ol

Compost and Top
Dressings
Manufacturer

A specially formulated
range of quallgecomposu
to ensure strong, healthy plants.
Delivered pre packed or bulk

TUNSTALL BRAND

Eden Park Ltd Tunstall
Sittingbourne, Kent

Tel: 0795-471583/478108

The most cost-effective way of
reaching readers of Greenkeeper
International.

Simply ring 03473 581/2 and ask about
an alphabetical category listing: the
cost starts from the equivalent of
under £21 per month.

contractors

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
include
FEASIBILITY
PLANNING PROGRESSION
DESIGN SPECIFICATION
CONSTRUCTION
DRIVING RANGES
GOLF COURSE DRAINAGE
High Street, Cranleigh, Surrey
Tel. (0483) 274800

o
Mhons *

Midgley Nicholls
GOLF BALL DISPENSERS
Up to 50,000 ball capacity
Automatic Loading and Washing
Svstems. Full Guarantee and Servicing

Manufactured in England by
BHN Engineering Limited

Also supphers of a complete range of
ancillary equipment including
collectors, mats and balls, etc

Tel: 0252 341665
Fax: 0273 571621
after office hours 0273 602637

TUMMEL LAND ENGINEERING

Specialists in:
Upgrading and Alteration
of Existing Golf Courses.

Construction of 9 & 18 Hole
Developments.
Contact Stuart McColm on
Tel: 041-956 1035
2 Stewart St Milngavie Glasgow G62
Fax: 041-956 5882

Civic Contract Services

Low ground pressure machinery

used for all your on course con-

struction and drainage needs with
minimum disruption to play

Progress Cottage
Buxton Road
Bakewell DE4 1DA
Tel 0629 814269
Mobile 0831 440131

AERATION & DRAINAGE
SERVICES

drainage - all areas
Contact: Paul or Lesley Wright
Aeration & Drainage Services
20 Westminster Close,
Eastbourne, Sussex BN22 0LQ
Tel: (0323) 506725
Mobile: (0860) 838241

Goll Build
wnn(UK) Lid

GOLF COURSE AND
DRIVING RANGE
CONSTRUCTION

Sedlescombe, East Sussex
TN33 0SD
Tel: (0424) 870888
Fax: (0424) 870855

Construction specialists
in land development
Sportsfields, Golf courses,
Qutdoor leisure parks and
conservation plantings

Conservation
& Leisure Ltd
Chapel Farm, By-Pass Road,
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent
TN15 9AF.
Tel 0732 455244 Fax 0732 350351

Advertise your product or service in
the most effective magazine in the
industry. Telephone 03473 581/2

Intemational

Course Accessories

TACIT

The best for less in
Golf Course Equipment
48 Hillmorton Road

Rugby CV22 5AD

Tel: (0788) 568818

A

White Horse Contractors Limited

CONSTRUCTION
DRAINAGE
VERTIDRAINING

Tel: (0865) 736272

R. A. SLEATH & SON

SPORTSGROUND
DRAINAGE CONTRACTOR

Specialising in
golf greens construction
and sports ground drainage
20 years experience
Distance no object
Contact: Geoffrey R. Sleath
Tel: Rotherham (0709)
862109 or 862075

Osmocote N
Environment friendly 100% controlled
release nitrogen assures optimum
results. Detailed trial results by STRI on

request from

Sierra UK Ltd

61 Loughborough Road
West Bridgford. Nottingham NG2 7LA
Tel. (0602) 455100. Fax. (0602) 455311
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Grass Cutting Equipment

MOWER ACCESSORIES

LTD

Manutacturers ot high
quality lawnmower
blades and cylinders.
Suppliers of spares and
accessories

65 Forncett Street
Sheffield S4
Tel: 0742 765825
Fax: 0742 765855

Qt\.\* SERVICES

IRRIGATION

s:nvlf{“Rf & IRR’G

East Midlands Area
Installation, Sales and
Service
Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR
Tel: (0777) 817410

T. & G. TURF
IRRIGATION SERVICES

8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon,
North Yorkshire HG4 2JW

Tet: (0765) 2941 (0423) 864963
Full member of B.T.1.A.

A2,
Y,

Reconditioned
Golf Course Machinery!

FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
OR EXPORT. PHONE FOR
CURRENT CATALOGUE NOW

gENGINEERINg (0532)
$la 2 |o 676000
75} R =%. |< OR DIALLING
4 % |~ FROM ABROAD
m B> + 44 532
[+ 4

2 Z 676000

OHOTILDENET
aoo 2Em

Grass Germination Sheet
M speeds up germination
W encourages rapid uniform growth
Tried, tested and proven by
groundsmen nationwide
Longbrook House. Ashton Vale Road. Bristol BS3 2HA
Tel 0272 669684 Fax 0272 231251

Grass Reinforcement

TECNOTILE

The flexible grass rein-
forcing surface avaulable
y_in sheets of 10 sq. feet
Tel: 071 639 1846
Fax: 071 639 2618

Grass Seed Mixtures
Mommersteeg?@/@

Grass Seed Mixtures
For sports turf, amenity
and land reclamation use

Station Road, Finedon, Wellingborough.
Northamptonshire NN9 SNT
Telephone: Wellingborough (0933) 680891

Telex: 311234
Fax: (0933) 682022
MEMBERS OF AG MA

MEMBERS OF BALI
MEMBERS OF B.G.CC

inding Machines

PRIME WATERMEN LTD
Wangford, Beccles,
Suffolk NR34 8AX
Tel: 050 278 481
Fax: 050 278 729
Weathermatic Distributor

PROFESSIONAL TURF
DRESSINGS FOR THE
PROFESSION
Sand

All sand requirements catered for
including lime free
Also lime free Horticultural Grit - and
Wood Chips. Nationwide deliveries

‘l . Bailey’s of
:/ Norfolk

Brick Kiln Rd, Hevingham, Norwich,
Norfolk NR10 5NL.
Tel. 060 548 607. Mobile 0860 661603

HO)

STRANCO,

Water Quality Control

pH and chlorine control and dosing
systems for your irrigation water, for
improved turf quality
Nationwide installation and
commissioning service, and advice
Contact Brian Sykes
STRANCO PROCESS LTD
Commercial Road, Eastbourne,
East Sussex. Tel: (0323) 646163

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LTD.

® Manufacture Equipment @
® Design and Install Systems @
The Green, Upper Halliford,
Shepperton, Middiesex TW17 8RY
Tel. (0932) 788301. Fax. (0932) 780437

FLANDERBLADE LTD.
Specialists in golf course irrigation
20 Whiteacre. , Littiehampton,
West Sussex, BN17 7JA

Tel: (0903) 724545
Full member of B.T.LA

GRUNDFOS,

-

CROW SAND & GRAVEL LTD
(Part of Gables Group)
Specialists in all types of sands and gravels contact
DICK GUNN
at The Gables, Stanstead Road,
Elsenham, Essex, CM22 6LJ
Tel: 0279 647647. Fax: 0279 816627

Contact our s:

Cor 35 offices today for
full informatior

n the Grundfos range

SOUTH: (0525) 850000
NORTH: (0925) 813300

GRUNDFOS

Al

Railway Sleepers

RAILWAY

SLEEPERS

Top quality for bunkers, bridges,
etc. Prompt nationwide delivery.

Tel: (0483) 720455

J. HARVEY SERVICES
Downside Goods Yard
Guildford Road, Woking,
Surrey GU22 7QE

L.S.Systems k
for
* Water Storage Tanks %
* — Spraylances +Couplings *
% Dosmatic-Simple Fertilizer Dosing *
* Cooper Pegler Knapsack Sprayers %
* Pumps *
— If it's water, contact Darren
at 188 Blackgate Lane,
Tarleton, Preston, Lancashire
on- 0772 815080
Fax - 0772 815417

Sand/Silica Sand

GARSIDE
SANDS

. 4522

Complete range of dried graded
silica sands for all purposes
Contact John Deavan at 39
Hockliffe St., Leighton Buzzard,
Bedfordshire LU7 8HB. Tel.
(0525) 372201. Fax. (0525)

For all aspects of Golf Course

® Irrigation

* Installation

* Service

e Extensions/
Improvements

* Pumping
systems

* Advisory services

ILS, 34, Station Road,
Nassington,
Peterborough PE8 6QB.

Tel: (0780) 782375

851572. Telex. 825868
MONEYSTONE
BUNKER

-
L

Granular and Free Draining
Delivered loose bulk, all parts.

For cheapest prices contact:
Jim Burrows at

M & B SUPPLIES
Paynter Street, Fenton,
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST4 3JL
Tel: (0782) 598383
Fax: (0782) 598174

MOWER GRINDING MACHINES

Ay

ERIC HUNTER GRINDERS LTD
Hobson Industrial Estate,
Burnopfieid,
Newcastle Tyne NE16 6EB

Tel: (0207) 70316.
Fax: (0207) 70312

PAR 4
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

Installation Sales & Service
North & North East of England

Contact: E. B. & L. Simms
Tel (0765) 2175. Fax: (0765) 3488
Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close,
Dallamires Lane, Ripon, N. Yorks

HG4 1TT

e
The leading supplier
of Moneystone
Bunker Sand
l1a Clifton Street, Alderley Edge,
Cheshire
Tel: Alderley Edge (0625) 584571/
585143, Fax: (0625) 586130.

TOP GRADE
TOP DRESSINGS

Lime free, dried or
moist - washed sands

Bulk 24 hour delivery

ARNOLD

SANDS FOR INDUSTRY

Joseph Arnold and Sons Ltd
Billington Road Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire LU7 8TW
Telephone: 0525 372264
Facsimile: 0525 851620

BUCKLAND

Sand and Silica Company

COMPLETE RANGE OF
HORTICULTURAL SANDS

South of England
Contact Lynda Jordan
Buckland Sand & Silica Co.
Reigate Heath, Reigate,
Surrey RH2 9R
Tel: (0737) 240151

North of England
Contact: Tony Rodgers
Buckland Sand & Silica Co.
Blubberhouses, Otley,
West Yorkshire, LS21 2PN
Tel: (094388) 331

<EMe>

Suppliers of all grades of sand
and gravel drainage media.

HALL AGGREGATES (South East) LTD
RMC HOUSE, CANNING STREET,
MAIDSTONE, KENT ME14 2RX
Tel: (0622) 761281
Fax: (0622) 692433

LISTER
by
Green Brothers (Geebro) Ltd
South Road, Hailsham
BN27 3DT. Tel: (0323) 840771
Fax: (0323) 440109
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Tur etting

For High Quality Cultivated Turf
on the NEW BIG ROLL Turf Laying System

Tel: (0759) 304101  Fax: (0759) 305229

TUFTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS

& PUTTING SURFACES
FROM
CARPETITION LTD.

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN.

Turf Dressings

_ Verti-Drain Hire

Tel: (0484) 428777
Fax: (0484) 423251

Top Soil

Rufford

Britain’s No. 1 for

CONWED
TURF REINFORCEMENT

‘for the fastest turf production’

WEST MIDLAND TURF GROWERS
Tel: (074-631) 247 Fax: (0746) 767331

WORTH
DRAINING

VERTIDRAIN HIRE

Contact Peter Bloodworth
WORTH
DRAINING
Cornbecks Farm
Irnham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire 0476 84266

D AWITHERS Bkt

SERVICE

(Established 27 years) SHEER VALUE FOR
Suppliers of MONEY
Nucks Wood Quarry, Wiggins Lane,
TOP DRESSING =

VARIOUS GRADES OF SCREENED N e

LOAMS AND TOPSOILS —

BUNKER AND WASHED SAND

Honeypot Farm, Honeypot lane,
Edenbridge, Kent
0732 865433 (office)
0860 543370 (mobile)

SCREENED TOP SOIL SUPPLIED
AND DELIVERED COUNTRYWIDE
ALSO WOOD MULCH
For quotes ring

JAMES DANDY

Tel 0244 335775 Moblle 0836 598388

The finest quality top
dressings for fine turf

1a Clifton Street, Alderley Edge,
Cheshire
Tel: Alderley Edge (0625) 584571/
585143. Fax: (0625) 586130.

PROFESSIONAL TURF
DRESSINGS FOR THE
PROFESSION PROFESSIONAL TURF
Screened Top Soil DRESSINGS FOR THE
Including the finest of Black Fenland soil PROFESSION
Screened loams to customers’ individual
_ specifications Golf Turf Dressings
Nationwide deliveries Professionally approved d[unnu'l\al?nm for
use in construction and on the finest

greeens. Tees and fairways. Nationwide
deliveries

‘k\ Bailey’s of
’ Norfolk

Brick Kiln Rd, Hevingham, Norwich
Norfolk NR10 5NL.
Tel. 060 548 607. Mobile 0860 661603

1:\ Bailey’s of
’ Norfolk

Brick Kiln Rd, Hevingham, Norwich
Norfolk NR10 5NL.
Tel. 060 548 607. Mobile 0860 661603

CASE TRENCHERS
TRENCHEX PLANT SALES

Dove Fields, Uttoxeter, Staffs.
Fax: (0889) 563140.
Tel: (0889) 565155

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD
Manutacturers and distributors of
FENDRESS also Prescription Dressings
Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd
2 Angel Court, Dairy Yard, High Street,
Market Harborough, Leicestershire, LE16 7NL
Tel: Market Harborough (0858)
464346/433003. Fax: (0858) 434734

E & S SPORTSGROUND
CONTRACTORS
39 Knox Green
Binfield, Bracknell,
Berks RG12 5NZ
Telephone:
0344 860690
Contact
Richard Veitch

Vertidrain, Charterhouse
Overseeder, Coremaster
Hollow Corer -
all available for hire.
New and used Compact
Tractors and Sportsturf
Equipment supplied including
Lesco 300D Greensmower.
R. J. & J. CAMPEY

The Dairy, Marton Hall Lane,
Marton, Macclesfield.
Tel 0260 224568 or 0860 451011

BUTLERS TURF
B’I MAINTENACE &
MACHINERY
Gill Overseeder

Coremaster Hollow Corer

Top Dressing Machines

— all available for hire
Full range of secondhand

machinery available for sale

Tel: 081 974 2708
or 0831 364774

HERONFIELD
HIRE

(SOLIHULL)
Vertidrain, Moore Sportsfield
Over-Seeder, Toro Aerators,

Case Trenchers and Sportsfield
Slitters, etc.
Contact: Doug
or Ron Johnson
Tel: (0564) 772597

IMPORTANT

In the January/
February issue of
Greenkeeper
International

43

companies
used display
advertising

58

of them have already
received response
within two weeks
of the magazine
being available.

Intermational

worked for them
- get it working for
YOU in our next issue.
Ring BILL LYNCH
on 091 413 7218
or CAROL DUTTON
on 0R07 B70117

Immingham Golf Club
require a full time

1st ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

Applications are invited from suitably experienced candidates
with appropriate greenkeeping experience and a knowledge
of modern greenkeeping machinery.

A good salary will be paid, with opportunity for overtime. No
accommodation.

Applicants should submit letters giving full details of previous
experience to:

The Treasurer, Immingham Golf Club, Church Lane,
Immingham, South Humberside DN40 2EU.

WARWICKSHIRE COLLEGE OF

AGRICULTURE

Build your own career and reputation by

working at one of the country’s
most progressive Colleges.
Your success will be our

success and we would
like to hear from

9BL. Tel:

reference to the gmvision of sports
turf surfaces. If your

area your application would be most welcome
Our workload is expanding - WE NEED HELP!

A telephone call or letter will bring you a full job
description. Contact: The Principal, Warwickshire

College of Agriculture, Moreton Morrell, Warwick, CV35

§0926) 651367. Closing date: 21st March 1991.

WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

The College needs
a well qualified and
highly motivated lecturer
in Agronomy with particular

ackground is in this
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NORTHERN ENGLAND

Just returned from the BIGGA show in Harrogate and I was
pleased to see so many of our members there. Everyone agreed
that the show and the seminars were an outstanding success.

Many thanks to all section members for their time and help on
the door and at the seminars, it was very much appreciated.

Our winter lectures continue. The last was a general discus-
sion evening when a good turnout made it a success. On the
panel was Chairman Philip Taylor, Alan Gamble, Education Offi-
cer, David Golding, BIGGA Vice-Chairman, George Malcolm,
BIGGA Pension Adviser, Howard Evans and myself.

The next lectures will be on Wednesday 6 March at Cleck-
heaton Golf Club at 2.30 pm by Chaplins on aeration equip-
ment, and they have kindly agreed to provide us with some tea.

Iseki and EFG will provide speakers on Wednesday, 20th
March at 2.30 pm at West Bowling Golf Club and show us their
range of equipment. They also will provide us with a bite to eat.

Please remember that golf club dress rules will apply on these
occasions, so no working clothes please.

It must be nearly Spring as I am now able to inform you of our
golf programme for the year, which is as follows:

SPRING TOURNAMENT - Wetherby Golf Club, Wednesday 24
April. This is a qualifier for the Iseki finals and is limited to 40
only I am afraid and because of the restricted numbers it has
been decided that this one is for greenkeeping members only.

PRESIDENTS DAY - Lightcliffe Golf Club, Tuesday, 11 June.
This is also restricted to 40. Please contact Bill Mountain at
Mountains to book for this one, not me.

INVITATION DAY - York Golf Club, Thursday, 1st August.
Again restricted to 40.

AUTUMN TOURNAMENT - Barforth Golf Club, Tuesday, 1st
October

As you see Golf Clubs are limiting the number of players so it
is important to book early and all bookings must be accompa-
nied by a £10 deposit for each event (cheques made payable to
BIGGA). Bookings are made on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.

Last, but not least, is the Section’s annual dinner dance date,
which is Friday, 22nd March at 7.30 pm at Baildon Rugby Club
(off Jenny Lane). Last year’s event was well supported and I
hope this year will be the same, especially as we are trying
something a little different. We are having a Gourmet Buffet,
provided by BBC TV’s Masterchef, so a treat is in store. This will
be followed by a disco. Tickets are priced at £10 per head.
Please contact me to book and please remember this is open to
members and guests.

BOB LUPTON

SCOTTISH REGION

1990 was a very busy year in Scotland, fairly successful too.
Membership wise we had a good percentage increase, keeping
up the gradual build up of the Association. Financially it was a

successful year, no small thanks to all our generous Patrons who
supported us, and hopefully who we also supported during
1990.

In March the Region Conference was very successful. Nine
speakers on a large variety of subjects kept the full house well
entertained.

At Turnhouse Golf Club in April the annual match Greenkeep-
ers v Golf Club Secretaries, saw the greenkeepers reclaim the
trophy in a very exciting match, the result hingeing on the last
game of the day. The Iseki regional final held at Cawder Golf
Club in May was a splendid day on a very tough course.

In June the Scottish National Championship, held at Moray
Golf Club, was another great day over another very tough
course. Young Kevin Thomson from the club was a proud lad
that day on winning the Championship. On to July and The
Open at St Andrews, where the Scottish Committee was respon-
sible for a smooth bunker raking operation. It can be a long and
tiring day but what a way to watch the world’s greatest golfers,
walking a few yards behind them with unobstructed views while
all those poor punters are stuck behind the ropes!

The BIGGA National Tournament was held at Ganton in
August. I believe there were only two Scottish members there,
Gordon Moir from the North and Duncan Gray from Ayrshire.
I'm sure they enjoyed it as much as I did the year before.

In September a team of nine greenkeepers from the Region
travelled to Moortown to play in the Iseki finals and they did us
proud. They came second in the team tournament bringing back
a cheque for £250 to be used for educational purposes in the
Region. Team Captain John Flint, North Section, won the Vet-
eran’s prize and Jim Ellis, Central Section, the under 21’s prize.

In November it was Scotsturf and the chance to see old friends
and new equipment, the BIGGA stand was very busy and if only
half the applications for membership taken away are returned
our membership in 1991 will carry on the steady growth of the
last two years.

Section wise, membership numbers are obviously up but some
sections are struggling to encourage members to support their
activities. The East Section, after having a rough time a few
years ago, must be congratulated on the excellent support they
are receiving for their events and their committee must be
pleased with their hard work; keep up the good work lads.
Unfortunately on the other side of the country what used to be
the best supported and most active section, the West, are going
through a sticky spell and now is the time for their members to
rally round and support their committee in 1991.

Scottish Region dates for 1991:
Conference at Elmwood, Monday 10th March, Elmwood Col-
lege, Cupar; Iseki Regional Final, Tuesday 28th May, Fraser-
burgh Golf club; Scottish National Tournament, Tuesday 25th
June, Alloa Golf Club.

ELLIOTT SMALL

SOUTH COAST
Most winter lectures, as members will know, are held at Alres-
ford Golf Club. However, to encourage participation for those
members in the West of the Section an extra lecture was held in
January at Came Down Golf Club, Dorchester.
The speaker was Mark Hunt of Sierra UK who gave an excel-
® Continued on Page 62
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GOOD REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD USE COCKLESHELL FOR ALL YOUR PATHS

|. No damage to your mowers - saving you time and money
2. It always looks clean - especially after rain

3. It can be used on all paths - right up to the edge of the grass
4. You can put it directly onto sand -
...and if you want a 5th... over 150 golf clubs already supplied can’t be wrong!
(Including Sunningdale, St Georges, North Hants, Knowle Park, and Gerrards Cross).

Contact us today for a leaflet and a sample - or you can do it tomorrow, because we’ve been in business for over 100 years so
we'll still be here! Deliveries nationwide.

DEVENISH LTD suppliers of shell sand and top soil
60 Hambro Hill, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 8DH Tel: (0268) 743866/7

and it stays on the surface
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BUSINESS REPLY SERVICE

Licence No. YO 331

B.L.G.G.A
ALDWARK MANOR
ALDWARK

ALNE

YORK
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WELCOME TO A WORLD THAT
CARES FOR FINE TURF.

Rhone-Poulenc offers a range of leading selective weedkillers
with a unique reputation for consistent high quality and
effectiveness in controlling turf weeds.

CLOVOTOX controls clover and many other broad-leaved weeds
with a single application. The unique Tip 'n Pour container is
designed to reduce exposure to the chemical making it easy to use.
SUPERTOX 30, also in Tip ‘'n Pour pack, gives effective control of
a wide range of broad-leaved weeds and can be used on all turf
areas. It's non-volatile formulation is ideal for use near

3 ornamental plantings.

DICOTOX EXTRA economically controls at least
seventeen weed species and is specially suited for use on
outfield turf.

Supertox 30 is available in CDA formulation. No water to
add, no mixing, no handling of chemical - the product can
be applied through most CDA lances with a droplet size of
200-300 microns.

PP RHONE-POULENC

Environmental Products, Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4TZ. Telephone 0277 261414

CLOVOTOX CONTAINS MECOPROP. SUPERTOX 30 CONTAINS MECOPROP AND 2,4-D. DICOTOX EXTRA CONTAINS 2,4-D.ap
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFETY.

REF
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When the sun goes down...

For the best in automatic irrigation

sprinklers pop-up

Watermation Ltd
Tongham Road, Aldershot, Hants GU12 4AA
Tel: 0252 336838 Fax: 0252 336808

REF
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lent talk on Plant Nutrition, Shrub Planting and Tree Maintenance.

Over 30 members were in attendance which delighted Section Chair-
man Ken Lodge and Committee Organiser Paul Drodge. However, spe-
cial thanks must go to Stephen Fell, Head Greenkeeper at Came Down
who rallied the troops in that part of the Section to make the afternoon
meeting such a success.

Sierra UK kindly provided refreshments and Ken ended the session by
giving members present an update on the affairs of the Section.

Following the December Stableford Competition, the following mem-
bers will represent the Section in the ISEKI Regional Tournament on
27th June at Tredegar Park Golf Club, Gwent:

E McCabe, J Newman, P Summers, L Anderson, M Blake, J Llewellyn,
P Marsh,

T Neighbour, J Norris, S Phillips, M Wheeler-Osman and S White.

Reserves are M Webb, B Port and A Archer.

The full list of Section Tournaments for 1991 are:

‘Spring Tournament, Blackmoor Golf Club Wednesday 29th May; Sum-
mer Tournament, Brockenhurst Manor Golf Club Thursday 1st August;
Autumn Tournament, Hockley Golf Club Tuesday 15th October. (This is
a revised date from that published in the Section Programme card.);
December Turkey Trot, Winchester Golf Club Wednesday, 4th Decem-
ber. All enquiries to play in our Tournaments to be directed to Joe Bur-
dett, 948 Castle Lane East, BOURNEMOUTH BH7 6SP, Tel: 0202
483017.

BOB DENNIS

SOUTH WEST

A bright crisp sunny morning
awaited us at the Mendip Golf
Club for our 1990 Christmas
Tournament with the day
appearing deceptive when
viewed from the car and club-
house. On arrival at the first tee
however it was obvious that a
howling gale and ground frozen
solid were both likely to present
problems.

The sub-zero temperatures

were more than compensated
for by the warm hospitality
given us by this expanding Club
which nestles in the hills above
the City of Wells and the course,
despite the frozen conditions,
was in excellent condition and a
true credit to Richard Flower
and his staff.
The results of this Veals Lawn-
mowers sponsored event were:
1st Peter Connett (Lyme Regis)
35 points, 2nd Paul Worster
(Lillybrook) 32 points, 3rd Jock
Millar (Burnham) 29 points and
4th John Kane (Clevedon) 29 points.

Prizes were gratefully received from Veals, Monro, Avoncrop, Vitax, T
H Whites, Ransomes and SISIS. Special thanks go to Peter Hampton,
who not only provided a prize but purchased wine for us all. Also worthy
of praise were Peter Cox and Robin Williams who were ‘plucked’ from
the gathering to run the raffle and collect the entry fees. We South West-
erners are never short of praise for a good meal and acknowledge the
good folks at Mendip who did us proud - thank you again.

Forthcoming events are: April 25th, ISEKI Qualifier at Bristol and
Avon, May 29th, July 23th, Greensomes at Westonbirt, Summer meeting
at Filton, October 3rd, South West versus Wales at St Pierre, and Decem-
ber 11th our Christmas meeting at Shirehampton Park. Regional events
include Westurf at Long Ashton on May 1st, ISEKI Regional Final at Tre-
degar Park on June 27th and the Cannington College Seminar on
November 6th.

Paul Worster was again among the
prizewinners at Mendip Golf Club

N PAUL WORSTER



Important information. M it T <
Results from STRI trials | i’-
1987-89 show consistant good | Sierra supplies high quality c:
colour and growth th?"“gh the | controlled release fertilizers g
season from one application. | for: 3
Of course you'd like to know the Kot irae . a
reason why. Find out, immediately by returning | - Bedding plants 7
the coupon. You can have detailed trial results | - Container nursery stock =
to determine your turf needs. It’s a service that | Place C - 2
. - Cutflowers £
costs your nothing but offers a great deal. | ! =

- rruit trees
Optimum results with Osmocote N. | Teleptiotie et g
100% controlled release nitrogen assures I - %
even growth through the whole season. | - Potplants 8
No flush of growth in spring, unaffected by rain- | Tellus whichtypeofturf  _ Sports turf S
fall or irrigation. One application can be safely | andwellsupply aspecial SR S
made at any time of year. No leaching of nitrates o ggﬁf&i‘:“"o“' = é
means an environmentally friendly product. | O Footbal pitch - Vegetable plants =
L
For prompt information. I g ?(Tlfl?e“:;gra represen- - - E
Post the coupon today and we’ll send you | tative to visit. Call me to Please return this coupon in 3
the information by return. l make an appointment. a .seuled envelope to 8
Sierra UK. Ltd. Telephone (0602) 455100. | Sierra UK Ltd, Freepost, s
G1.3.91 Nottingham. NG2 1BR. (=4

|

f

Controlled Release Fertilizers Water soluble fertilizers
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NATIONAL 8. 1990 Winner in GMA Annual Machinery
Awards. Full 68" cut, folding side cylinders. 7'shp
Kawasaki engine

RECIPROCATOR. One revolutionary cutting head, trims
around golf bunkers, ditches, pond weed - even cuts
under water.

WALKOVER PROFESSIONAL The unique, maintenance-free
pump, enables accurate and fast spraying of fertilisers,
fungicides and weedkillers.

AR CUSHION MOWER. 18" cutting width, with standard steel
blade or Allen Safeway Safety Blade option.

REF
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... FIVE, SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT PRODUCTS - JUST
SOME OF THE WIDE VARIETY IN THE ALLEN
PROFESSIONAL GRASS MAINTENANCE RANGE

NOT JUST PAR FOR THE COURSE

Allen Power Equipment Ltd, Dept G |, The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon. OXII 8ES.
Telephone: 0235 813936

—
Please send me details of the full range of Allen

products
Name

Company

Address

Postcode

Telephone

To cut your grass - clip this
send to:~ Allen Power Equipment Ltd,

The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OXII 8ES. -

BRUSHCUTTERS. From the first company to develop the nylon
line cutting principle in the UK., and to introduce the
petrol engine version.

CHAMPION. Unbeatable when the going gets tough! Top class
heavy-duty mower, rugged 8hp Briggs & Stratton engine

RECIPROCATING EDGER. Two reciprocating blades deliver
precise cutting power, and a smoother and safer operation.

WALXOVER SITELINE. A revolutionary new line marker -
robust in construction, simple and easy to operate



