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Methyl Bromide
gassing
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Attention to detail
at Austria’s
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= one such criteria and access for traffic
and spectator accommodation another. The
course must have playability and this will
be ascertained only after several rounds
have been played by senior Tour officials.

Achieving playing conditions that chal-
lenge the world’s best golfers may necessi-
tate minor alterations and within reason
some changes may need to be made to, say,
the levelling of a tee or its enlargement. It is
the Tour’s role to give such advice, to work
alongside golf course personnel, to help
them achieve the standards of preparation
that are required for tournament play. A
venue is visited six months prior to an event
and informed discussions will take place
with the head greenkeeper about his plan-
ning for the event and the logical approach
seen to be necessary leading up to the tour-
nament. The head greenkeeper is free to
talk to Bruce at any time if he has a query,
or seeks confirmation of a planned course of action. Bruce has a
lengthy check list which outlines a programme to be attained,
but the impression I gained was always of joint consultation,
advice, suggestion. Never insistence.

If, for example the Club is short on greenkeeping staff, and if
the head greenkeeper is happy to accept help, the Tour can sup-
ply the Club with three qualified greenkeepers — Roger and
Richard Stillwell and Mark Lewis — and they arrive a week prior
to the event and stay on until the event is over. Roger Stillwell,
who like Richard is an independent consultant greenkeeper, is
seen as something of a ‘fire-fighter’ — a problem shooter if you
like. He’s around if needed and often attends three or four
months in advance. Now they've added to the team, with
BIGGA TORO Student Greenkeeper of The Year finalists attend-
ing during a tournament. This year two finalists attended St
Mellion for two weeks and proved invaluable to the team,
whilst gaining additional skills.

I touched on the grass species conundrum and asked about
Poa annua. It was a subject that Bruce instantly warmed to and
one on which he holds firm views. He believes that the Poa
problem can be solved quite easily. >

‘We have this dogma in Britain about

Get rid of

‘We've had a situation over the past 20 years where consul-
tants like Jim Arthur and the STRI have given good solid advice
for maintaining bents and fescues and achieving them back into
the sward’ he said. ‘But it’s a very slow process and I believe
golfers today are too impatient and don’t want to wait years for
good surfaces. Anyone thinking they can revert 100% Poa to
bent and fescue in under ten years by slow management meth-
ods is dreaming. They’ll maybe knock it back to 30% in the first
two years, but getting rid of that 30% is going to take another
ten years. Then you have the problem of seed that’s been laid
down in the thatch layer still germinating maybe two years
after. Therefore you can have an invasion of the sward any time
opportunity presents itself to the Poa remaining.

‘You've also got several different types of Poa in greens, not
just one. There’s a stoloniferous variety and one that grows by
rhizomes as well, so all the slitting that we do to greens,
although it encourages the bent grass to shoot stolons and rhi-
zomes, actually encourages the Poa as well. It’s easy to say you
will get rid of Poa annua — meaning the seeded head producing
variety — yes, you certainly will, but whether you get rid of the
variety spreading by stolons, that’s another matter, and I don’t
believe you will.

‘At El Salar they have a Poa problem and every three years
they take four greens, cover them with polythene after aerifying
with a hollow tiner, and gas them with Methyl Bromide. It kills
the greens stone dead to a depth of four inches. They clean up
the thatch, leave it for two weeks, score new seed into the soil -
in their case pure Penncross, which germinates in six days — and
in six weeks they have a fine putting surface which lasts for
three to five years, or even longer, depending on how they’re
managed. I believe that’s a route we should consider in Britain.
If you've got a Poa green and want to get rid of it, gas it! Get it
cleaned out, sterilise the soil, re-seed it with what you want and
manage it accordingly. I believe you can then retain it, but
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retaining what we have, no matter how bad it is - why not start again?’

a Poa green — gas it!

you've got to do something to kill all the seeds in the ground
and sterilisation by the Methyl Bromide method is, in my opin-
ion, as good as any’.

‘Why’, I asked ‘is this not more widely known, why don’t the
STRI advocate such a programme?’. ‘I don’t know’, he said.
‘Maybe they have thought about it but think it's an unacceptable
option. For those Clubs that come off their greens in October,
and there are more and more enlightened ones that do — for
protection, or to attempt to solve high percentage Poa problems,
bad thatch layer or what have you — and when a sensible man-
agement programme is being followed, there is good sense in
going the whole hog by sterilisation and by gassing. That's my
opinion’.

He grinned wryly, intimating that such a view might well be
slammed by everyone that ever worked in the golfing world.
‘But it works’, he insisted, ‘it’s been proven and results cannot
lie. Why should greenkeepers suffer, why should they have such
doubts? Why not just kill it and start again. We have this dogma
in Britain about retaining what we have, no matter how bad it is
- why not start again?’.

Again Bruce stressed that the PGA European Tour is not in
the business of changing golf courses. ‘We're criticised enough
for the height of cut used during tournaments, but before I
came into this post there wasn't a Tour official who had ever
worked on a golf course full time. No official ever advocated a
specific height of cut. It was a greenkeeper that set the height at
one-eighth of an inch, he told other greenkeepers what he'd
done - he set the standard at one-eighth, no one else. To scream
blue murder because someone comes along and wants the
greens quicker and the only way he knows is by cutting them
lower — that has nothing to do with us’.

We discussed alternatives, the use of the Australian Turf Iron
for example. In a word, ‘fantastic’ was his answer. ‘It gives you
what you want, doesn’t damage the putting surface, gives you

the surface you need, quickly. It may cause compaction, but so
do players and that’s why we have Cushmans with a slit tiner on
the back. Twice over after the tournament and you're back
where you started. It’s easy to scream “don't do it” because it’s
damaging, everything we do is damaging to grass, cutting to an
eighth isn’t very helpful to it, cutting at five-eighths if it's Poa
pratensis isn’t very healthy — it’s going to die. We put grass in a
situation where it’s meant to grow tall and we hack it back
every day’.

Bruce also suggested that much more research was needed in
Britain on fertilisation. Not enough scientific data was available
to the greenkeeper, with inaccurate application often causing
root desiccation in most grasses — the only one growing healthi-
ly being Poa! He feels that too little research is being done into
what nitrogen actually does to the roots and shoots. ‘There’s a
point where you actually start losing roots for shoot growth’, he
suggests. ‘Everybody knows it’s there in the research industry,
but no definitive figures are forthcoming. If you look at Ameri-
can books they talk about pounds of N per thousand square
feet, a much more professional approach. It’s all a bit hit and
miss in this country’.

We returned to the subject of green speed, my suggestion that
aiming for eight feet was too much for Club golf on a regular
basis being dismissed. ‘I think they should’, he said, ‘when the
grass is growing healthily, though there may be exceptions
when fertiliser has been applied and the grass is lush, then the
surface speed will be slower, or when water has been applied
heavily. But in general terms, cutting at three-sixteenths makes
a speed of eight an achievable figure if all the correct manage-
ment procedures are followed. On tournaments a speed of 9.5
to 10.5, consistent on all greens, is ideal, though on severe slop-
ing ground a speed of eight is better and avoids the vexing
problem of a ball scampering several feet past the cup and off
the green. That’s silly, it doesn’t create good golf, rather it =
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Twose Vibrating Turf Conditioner
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= destroys the ability of a
good golfer to score’.

He talked of The Masters
and how each green has a sin-
gle greenkeeper, each respon-
sible for a consistent speed,
some may need one cut, oth-
ers four or five, but each will
be the same as the other.
Greenkeepers in Britain and
on the continent, however, are
under resourced and have per-
haps two or three triples for a
whole course. No problem, in
Bruce’s view, providing each
mower is set on the accubar
gauge to the same tolerance.
A good triple cut, cut at a 45
degree angle on the second
cut can present the greens
very nicely. The stimpmeter is A Cornish jewel: the 5th at St. Mellion, a PGA
also a useful tool, he says, giv- Tour venue
ing the greenkeeper information that he should want to have.

Many Clubs do not get paid to stage a Tour event, yet there are more and
more who are actively seeking to be on the rota. What do they get from it?
Members can expect to gain from their hard work and sacrifice. Benefits are
tangible and intangible. The clubhouse may receive a face-lift, the golf course
will certainly benefit from the maintenance programme, from the picture it
presents to the world, and the spirit that pervades throughout ensures that
pride is increased. One positive bonus is the knowledge gleaned on how to
manage a course through a stressful period, the increase in traffic and wear

and tear. Greenkeepers are often pleasantly surprised at how much the course
= = c. = can take when preparation is programmed and the experience of managing
ray an u turf ‘at peak performance’ for a week becomes a priceless bonus when prepar-

ing for future Club championships. The kudos to a greenkeeper in seeing a job

well done is beyond measure. Taking a direct comparison between Went-
e 1L3 t(t:hurcrl:]ﬂ'ﬁ-a[‘e', HL{Sbahl']dS l_BE01S;vgrLtg, worth, a world-renowned course designed by Harry Colt, and Coombe Hill,
REF TgleO%NSOB BéoglgcsesFea';(s gseSS 880720 . another Colt design and in many ways very similar in quality and playability,
325 ; : :

but little known outside of London, the Wentworth course has hosted tourna-
ments for the past 30 years and is the one everyone wants to play. That inter-
national recognition continues to the benefit of members long into the future.

THE BIGGA PERSONAL PENSION PLAN

BIGGA is pleased to announce that with immediate effect, the minimum
premium for the BIGGA Personal Pension Plan is reduced to only £15 per month
for all greenkeepers. So now you can take full advantage of the tremendous benefits
that the plan offers for a lower monthly outlay.

THE BIGGA MORTGAGE SERVICE

BIGGA is pleased to announce a new service for all members, which will make it easier for greenkeepers
to secure the best mortgage offer when they are either buying a new house or refinancing the purchase of
their existing property. The Association is well aware of the exceptional demands placed upon its members
because of the nature of their work. Greenkeepers do not always have the time to explore all the mortgage
possibilities available.

NOW is the time to find out more. Please complete the form below and post to:
Executive Director, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF

Tick box
1. | will soon be/am in the process of buying a house. Please send me details of the new BIGGA Mortgage Service L\
2. | already pay for a mortgage on my house, but | wish to know if any better mortgage arrangements are available to me LI
3. lam/am not in a Golf Club Pension Scheme. Please send me details of the new 1991 BIGGA Pension Plan ]

AD Pensions, Investments, Savings, Life Assurance, Mortgages, Commercial Loans, Tax Planning, Health Care and Financial Management
REF [ ‘ Lautre

Howard Evans Financial Services is an appointed representative of Standard Life and is a special financial advisor to BIGGA. @
BioCA
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