
Slow release fertilisers 

T H E F I N E S T 

PLAYING 
SURFACES 

FINE TURF 
FERTILISERS BY 

SS/D 8-0-0 + 2.1Fe 
Supaturf s popular organic 

based phased release 
powder fertiliser for fine 

turf with good colour, 
greater disease 
resistance and 

recovery from wear. i M 7 GREENEX 5-0-3 
Totally Organic powder 

spring fertiliser for 
phased release on fine 
turf areas. Made from 
the very best organic 

materials such as 
dried blood, hoof & 

horn, and 
seaweed meal. 

Also available for fine turf: 
SUPAMG + 
Mini-granular 12-0-8 + 2FE 
CANNOCK OMGIO 
Mini-Granular 12-6-4 
SUPASAN 
5-0-0 + 3Fe 

Supaturf 
Supaturf Products Limited Old Fosse Works, Coventry Road, Narborough, Leicester LE9 5GJ 

STOCKISTS: R. Aitken (Seedmen) Ltd, GLASGOW T e l : 041 4 4 0 0033 • 
Aitken Sportsturf Ltd, TADCASTER Tel: (0937) 834746 • E T Breakwell Ltd, 
SOLIHULL Tel: 021 733 3344 • Collier Turf Care Distributors Ltd, NORWICH 
Tel: (0603) 870944 • John Lindsay Professional Sportsturf, CO ARMAGH 
Tel: (0762) 339229 • Stewart & Co Seedsmen Ltd, DALKEITH Tel: 031 663 
6617/8/9 • Sta-Brite Products Ltd, BASINGSTOKE Tel: (0256) 811811 • 
Avoncrop Amenity Products, BRISTOL Tel: (0934) 820868 • 

A pre-spring 
primer 

Traditional greenkeeping prac-
tices have changed, or to say the 
least conditions prevailing on golf 
courses are changing, and this is 
encouraging greenkeepers to look 
toward greater scientific applica-
tion; including the types of fer-
tilisers applied. 

Slow release nitrogen fertilisers 
have been around for quite a 
while - for example Ure-
aformaldehyde and Dicyandi-
amide have been around since 
the 1920's and organic products 
with some slow release properties 
for even longer. So the products 
themselves are not new, though 
the way they are used and the 
results now expected from them 
most certainly are. 

Basic plant growth conditions 
need temperature and moisture. 
Moisture we can control to some 
extent with irrigation and 
drainage; but temperature is out 
of mortal control. This means we 
have to select products that will 
react to as many growth stimu-
lants as possible. 

The organic products, D.C.D. 
(ICI's Didin), Ureaformaldehyde 
(Azulon), and the coated prod-
ucts (Sierra's Osmacote) rely on 
temperature to release the nitro-
gen to the plant. BASF's Isodur 
and Crotadur (IBDU and CDU) 
need both temperature and mois-
ture to release the nitrogen to the 
plant. Thus it is vital the green-
keeper makes the correct decision 
in choosing which of the many 
products to use by deciding which 
factors are important to him and 
his course 

The principle of slow release 
nitrogen has always been to limit 
the availability of nitrogen for 
leaching, because this is costly, 
environmentally undesirable, and 
just plain inefficient. At certain 
times of the year shortage of 
water can cause scorch problems, 

and this also has to be avoided. 
Irrigation can help but what if 
you have none? Most golf fair-
ways have no irrigation so winter 
fertilisation becomes a necessity. 

It is in these out of the normal 
uses that slow release fertilisers 
excel, but as already indicated the 
method of release varies from 
product to product and care 
needs to be taken in selecting the 
right one. 

As intelligent men - ask for 
advice from the manufacturers. 
All companies have a desire to 
sell their products with an ulti-
mate aim to secure long-term 
business. It is in their interests to 
ensure the customer gets the 
results he expects. 

The slow release manufacturers 
have all been around for a long 
time with products that are both 
cost and application effective. 
Theirs is no double-glazing type 
industry, for it is the long-term 
interests of the market and the 
demands made upon it that is 
uppermost in their minds. Every 
golf course is different, often with 
big variances across individual 
courses and when the changes in 
climate - from year to year, or 
even day to day - are taken into 
account there is a place for virtu-
ally every product somewhere. 

By asking for help from the 
manufacturer, the greenkeeper 
can make a measured decision 
which ultimately benefits every-
one, even the golfer, providing he 
gives the greenkeeper a chance! 

Plants need nutrients - thirteen 
in total - plus light, warmth, 
water and air if they are to sur-
vive. Slow release nitrogen can 
help supply one of the major 
nutrients efficiently and economi-
cally but care must be taken to 
ensure the correct product is used 
- make certain you get it right. 
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