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T H E O F F I C I A L 
BI66A 
UNIFORM 
Glenmui r Sweaters 
Sizes: 36" - 50" 
Colours: Navy, Pansy, Black, Claret, Oxford 
Grey, Royal, Crimson, Light Grey, Peacock, 
Pink, Whi te , Blue Mist, Natural, Bottle, 
Emerald, Azure Blue, Buttermilk, Carmine, 
Firtree, Helio, Slate Blue. 
O r d e r No . B O I £27.95 

G lenmui r Moffat Shirts 
Short sleeved, 60% cotton /40% 
polyester. Can be worn with or wi thout a 
tie. 
Sizes: XS - X X L (36" - 50") 
Colours: Light Yellow, Whi te , Burgundy, 
Jade, Pale Blue, Navy, Black, Stone, Peach, 
Candy, Ferrari Red, Bermuda Blue, Pepper-
mint, Sky Blue, Oxford Grey, Ascot Blue. 
O r d e r No . B 0 3 £14.95 

G lenmui r Polo Neck Shirts 
Sizes: XS - XL (36" - 50") 
Colours: Pale Blue, Whi te , Navy, Ferrari 
Red. 
O r d e r No . B 0 5 £13.95 

Kangol W o o l l e n Caps 
Save over 25% on shop price. Colours: 
Black, Navy, Beige, Maroon. 
O r d e r No . B I 2 £8.95 

Blazer Badge 
O r d e r N o . B 0 9 £1 1.95 

Ties 
Colours: Light Blue, Bottle Green, Navy. 
O r d e r No . B 0 7 £4.50 

T i e Bar 
O r d e r N o . B I 3 £2.95 

Visor 
O r d e r No . B I I £4.95 

Lapel Badge 
O r d e r N o . B I 4 £2.45 

Ladies Scarf 
O r d e r N o . B I 5 £6.95 

T Shirts 
Only available in White. Sizes: L, XL. 
O r d e r N o . B 0 6 £5.45 

GLENHUIR 
S W E A T E R S & 
SHIRTS c o m p l e t e 
w i t h S I C C A logo 

TRIMS 
The computer software program 
which brings a simple solution to your 
paperwork problems. 

BIGGA is the official UK distr ibutor of 
this highly efficient Ground Management 
software system. It helps you organise, 
record, report and manage people, 
equipment, expenses and time. 

For a FREE demo disk, call BIGGA 
HQ on 03473 581/2 

S u p p l i e d 

c o m p l e t e w j h 

B I G G * 
V O G G 

Supplied by top manufacturers Pro Quip ^ ^ ^ a t t a c 

C o m f o r t a b l e , pract ica l and styl ish - tha t ' s t h e a l l -wea the r N e p t u n e II ra insu i t special ly 

designed f o r g reenkeepe rs and guaran teed t o keep y o u dry . Made f r o m a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

n e w fabr ic , these ra insui ts are qu ie t , so f t t o handle and l i gh twe igh t - b u t durab le enough 

t o w i t h s t a n d t h e co ldes t , w e t t e s t w i n t e r . W h a t ' s m o r e , t h e m i c r o p o r o u s fabr ic a l lows 

pe rsp i ra t i on t o pass t h r o u g h t h e o u t e r m e m b r a n e w i t h o u t le t t ing in w i n d , ra in o r humid i -

t y - y o u stay w a r m , d r y and c o m f o r t a b l e all t h e t i m e ! T h e suits are hardwear ing , wash-

able and a l l ow a ful l range o f m o v e m e n t . 

N o w B I G G A have t e a m e d up w i t h manu fac tu re rs P r o Q u i p t o b r ing y o u these w e a t h e r -

p r o o f j acke t and t r o u s e r sets at an unbel ievable l o w pr ice. T h e y ' r e available in Navy/S i lver 

o r Navy/Jade w i t h d i f f e ren t styles f o r m e n and w o m e n . And because of a cancelled export 

order, orders for women's rainsuits will be supplied with an extra pair of trousers - absolutely 

free! These qual i ty w o r k w e a r ga rmen ts are ful ly guaran teed f o r a year. 

- A S SEEN O N T V A T R O Y A L B I R K D A L E D U R I N G T H E O P E N . 

Colours: Navy/Silver and Navy/Jade. Al l trousers are Navy. Men's sizes available: S (38/40"), M 
(42/44"), L (44/46"), XL (46/48") and X X L (48/50"). Women's sizes: 12, 14, 16, 18. 

m 
Men's style 

£69 
Women's style 
-includes extra 
pair of trousers 
absolutely FREE 

Books direct f r o m BIGGA HQ 
A Manual on Golf Course Construction, T u r f 
Establishment and Cul tural Practices - James B Beard 
- Under the sponsorship of BIGGA, available in book form is 
James B Beard's t w o day presentation f rom the seminar at the 
BTME in Harrogate. 84 pages, soft covered and ringbound. 
Price: £22 including postage. 
Specifications for a Method of Putt ing Green 
Construction. 
Written by members of the USGA Green Section staff and 

edited by William H Bengeyfield 
- A complete step-by-step guide including subgrading, drainage, 
gravel and course layering, root zone mixtures, top mix cover-
ing, placement, smoothing and firming with a concluding chapter, 
Tips for Success and Opportunit ies for Error. 
Price: £2.50 including postage. 
Code of Practice for the use of Approved Pesticides in 
A m e n i t y and Industrial Areas. 
A second edition of the 'Orange Code' - Attractive, easy to 
fol low presentation. 72 A4 pages. Price: £ 12 inc postage. 

ORDER FORM 
Ref. N o . P r o d u c t D e s c r i p t i o n C o l o u r Size Q u a n t i t y Pr ice 

Price: 
NAME 

s are inclusive of postage, packing and VAT 
GOODS TOTAL 

2 your completed order and cheque ma 
GGA in an envelope and post to: BIGG 
or, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF 

ADDRESS Plaa 

to Bl 

s are inclusive of postage, packing and VAT 
GOODS TOTAL 

2 your completed order and cheque ma 
GGA in an envelope and post to: BIGG 
or, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF 

de payable 
'A, Aldwark I 

J 
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C O N T E N T S 

Winter's tale 
with a message 
Probably the most 

authoritative article ever 

written on such an emotive 

subject as winter play on 

greens. We believe Jim 

Snow's timeless words 

should be mandatory 

reading for every serving 

member of a golf club 

committee in the land 

.Pages 12-15 

Preparing for the big one: BTME '92 
As the last minute fine tuning for Britain's most successful indoor 

exhibition takes place, along with an exciting and ambitious 

seminar programme, we take a look at what's coming up. We 

profile some of the speakers and explain the background to the 

big event Pages 19-25 

Half a century of service 
Greenkeeper International is proud to acknowledge the huge 

service that Cecil George - a 'man o' mony pairts' - has 

contributed to greenkeeping for almost 50 years Page 8 

The worm keeps on turning 
Jon Allbutt offers some thoughts on the demise of Chlordane, 

Rhone Poulenc add their contribution - and the news that Britain 

is receive thousands of the creatures on import Page 9 

Not The Way Forward 
David White uncovers an alarming state of ignorance of what 

should be a policy document for the future Page 7 

Roll up for BIGGA membership 
Subscription details for 1992 .Page 4 

D E P A R T M E N T S 
L e t t e r s 

Around t h e G r e e n 

Flying Divots 

Events Diary 

C O V E R P I C T U R E : 

Entertained, enlightened or enraged: this month's 
selection covers all three! Join in the great 
debates in greenkeeping's top postbag Page 10 
A bumper seasonal round-up from your section. 
Reviews of regional seminars and a look forward 
to 1992 Pages 26-30, 38 
Loopholes in the law, a peek at collective vandal-
ism ...and a gentle reminder Page 5 
What's coming up in our world Page 26 

Walter Woods, left, Lord Elgin, Lord Lieutenant 
for Fife and George Malcolm. Story on Page 5 

DO YOU WANT MORE 
INFORMATION? 
It's easy with the FREE 
READER REPLY SERVICE 

Let Greenkeeper 
International work for you! 
For further information on 
the products and services 
advertised in this issue use 
the Reader Reply Card 
facing Page 36. Simply 
return the card to us (no 
stamp needed), stating the 
companies' Ad Ref 
numbers (found near their 
advertisement). We will then 
contact the companies for 
you. Below is the 
Greenkeeper International 
advertisers' index - an easy 
guide for you to find the 
advertisements in this issue. 

Ad Ref Page 
AC & M Birch 58 7 
ADAS 289 26 
Atterton & Ellis 7 24 
BASF 308 16 
BTME • 19-25 
Cuckmere Valley 

106 14 
D&E Turf Maintenance 

323 22 
Devenish 307 25 
GCPA - 15 
Hole in White 350 22 
ICI 54 39 
Landscape Irrigation 
Systems 216 6 
Lindum 38 40 
Martin Brothers 12 6 
Multicore Aerators 

347 20 
Pattisson 35 25 
Professional Sportsturf 
Design 232 23 
RFE 8 38 
Scandor 338 6 
SISIS 176 6 
Southern Soils 348 15 
Trelleborg 137 14 
Universal Materials 

349 23 
Verdi Sports 291 38 
Wright Rain 74 22 
Colleges • 8, 18 
Recruitment • 30-33 
Buyers' Guide • 34-37 
Classified • 37 

Advertising in Greenkeeper 
International worked in 1991 
- make sure you get it to 
work for you in 1992! 
Telephone Bill Lynch on 
091 413 7218, Carol Dutton 
on 0207 570117 or BIGGA 
HQ on 03473 581 



If you're 
reading this 
magazine and 
you've a 
vested 
interest in 
greenkeeping 
- but you're 
not a member 
of BIGGA, 
now's the 
t ime to join. 
Detai ls are 
l isted on this 
page and 
membership 
appl icat ion 
cards are 
inserted into 
the magazine, 
opposite 

The Board of Management has approved the subscriptions 
for 1992 as indicated below: 

New Current members 
members if paying before 
in 1992 31st January 1992 

Course Manager/ 
Head Greenkeeper £50.00 £45.00 

Deputy Course Manager/ 
Deputy Head Greenkeeper £45.00 £40.00 

First Assistant/ 
Assistant Greenkeeper £39.00 £36.00 

20 years of age or under £26.00 £23.00 

International 
- all greenkeeping staff £48.00 

Associate/Company 
(including one year's 
subscription to 
Greenkeeper International) £45.00 

Associate/Company 
without magazine £20.00 

Corporate £525.00 

Corporate members will receive an annual plaque in recog-
nition of their support of BIGGA and the greenkeeping pro-
fession. 

NB. The First Assistant is a post designed to recognise a 
third-in-charge where appropriate to the size of the club. In 
cases where the First Assistant is the recognised Deputy, the 
Deputy Course Manager/Deputy Head Greenkeeper sub-
scription rate should apply. 

1991 members will be invoiced for subscriptions due 
prior to 1st January 1992. If you have not received your 
renewal notice by the end of December, please contact 
Headquarters. 

BIGGA 
% i 

Those enrolling in the Associate/Company membership cat-
egory will be encouraged to play a full part in the Associa-
tion's affairs. Associate members will be those having a close 

interest in greenkeeping without being specifically 
employed as greenkeepers. As such this category of mem-
bership will be of interest to Chairmen of Green Commit-
tees, Club Secretaries, Golf Course Architects and 
Constructors and many others with a close affinity to green-
keeping. Company membership is available on an individual 
or corporate basis and will be of interest to those employed 
within the fine turf industries. 

Individual membership cards will be issued and will enti-
tle the member to participate in all national, regional and 
section events authorised by the Association. 

Holders of Associate and Company membership cards 
are not entitled to use their cards to seek courtesy of the 
golf course. 

Delegate fees at both the BIGGA Turf Management Exhi-
bition and National Education Conference, as well as at 
Regional seminars, will be offered to Associate and Com-
pany members at a discounted rate. Whilst many members 
may wish to identify with a particular local section or 
region, members are able to participate nationally if they so 
wish. They will be allocated to the section covering the geo-
graphical area in which they reside. 

All Associate/Company members (with the exception of 
those Associate members in the £20 category) will receive 
each month a copy of Greenkeeper International, the Associ-
ation's official publication and essential reading for those 
involved with or interested in greenkeeping. 

A special Corporate rate is available for those companies 
wishing to enrol an unlimited number of their staff as mem-
bers of the Association and individual membership cards 
will be issued. In recognition of their support of the green-
keeping profession, BIGGA will be presenting an annual 
plaque. 

IMPORTANT - All greenkeeper members will be 
required to obtain a passport size photograph to vali-
date their 1992 membership cards. The design of the 
new card allows for the photograph to be sealed, thereby 
giving proof of identity. BIGGA's Board of Management con-
siders this innovation to be essential in preventing any pos-
sible misuse of membership cards particularly in relation to 
seeking courtesy of the golf course. Photographs are to be 
affixed by members personally on receipt of their member-
ship card and should not be sent to Headquarters office. 



An appreciat ion of what is not a lways appreciated Flying Divots 
Dont drive into trouble 

• The ever vigilant Jon Allbutt, never one to miss loop-
holes in the law or keep silent about inconsistencies in their 
application, has been looking into the tangled web of The 
Law as it applies to driving greenkeeping machinery upon 
the highway. At first sight it appears you can drive straight 
across a highway without taxation or insurance cover 
(though this seems foolhardy, as an accident might occur) 
but should you need to turn left or right - even for a few 
yards - a different ruling comes into play. Jon is discussing 
the matter with New Scotland Yard and will be reporting 
via Greenkeeper International. In the meantime, if you are 
in any doubt regarding legality, you are advised to contact 
your local police station. 
• Vandal ism on the nation's courses has reached 
such frightening proportions that plans are afoot to cover 
the subject in depth during 1992. However, one isolated 
piece of information received is too good (or too bad) to let 
pass without immediate comment. Last spring, to 'celebrate' 
the privatisation of a municipal course in the Midlands, a 
number of the greens were sprayed by 'persons unknown' 
with a total herbicide, necessitating removal of the poi-
soned soil and subsequent returfing. Such senseless vandal-
ism of excellent bent/fescue greens was bad enough but 
worse was to follow. 

The work was put out to tender and an inexperienced 
firm put in the lowest bid. Instead of working largely by 
hand, earth moving equipment was brought in - several 
machines on a green at one time - creating severe com-
paction and soil destructuring. Despite a sensible specifica-
tion, which included raking and heeling to ensure correct 
establishment of a firm but unconsolidated turf bed, the 
good quality turf was laid direct on to a rotavated and 
rolled turf bed, with inevitable subsequent local subsidence. 
One report told of a dog walking over one of the returfed 
greens and sinking to its belly! Here was a classic case of 
the contractor failing to understand the importance of 
maintaining soil structure or taking note of the standard 
specification: 'no wheeled or tracked vehicles shall be per-
mitted on the area of the green and immediate surround 
once the basal formation has been constructed' An avoid-
able tragedy, but little doubt remains as to which was the 
greater vandalism! 

• It is appropriate 

that our final front 

cover for 1991 

should acknowledge 

the recognition 

shown to Walter 

Woods, on the 

occasion of his 

British Empire 

Medal presentation 

at St Andrews. 

A prime motivator 

in the formation of 

BIGGA and its first 

ever chairman, 

Walter was the man 

to whom the 

Association so often 

turned in those 

formative years. 

Walter's key role in 

raising greenkeep-

ing standards is 

readily 

ackowledged and 

we add our congrat-

ulations to his richly 

deserved award. 

• Picture shows 

Walter sharing his 

glory with two year 

old granddaughter, 

Leah. 

• As a Course Manager/Head Greenkeeper mem-
ber of BIGGA, you will recently have received a survey for 
completion and return to HQ. When analysis of returned 
surveys is completed, vital information will be available of 
lasting benefit to you, your golf club and the industry. If 
you have not already done so, please take time to com-
plete the survey and return without delay. 

Each greenkeeper completing the survey will receive a 
synopsis of the report; a similar survey conducted in the 
USA positively revolutionised the industry in that country. 

• Reports from the recent International Golf Trade 
Exhibition suggest that Tony Jacklin, yet one more profes-
sional golfer who has formed his own golf course design 
company, Golfscape, is in serious discussion with the PGA, 
who are considering leaving their base at The Belfry and 
purchasing Deer Park in Stoneleigh. If the deal reaches 
fruition the PGA would not only have new national head-
quarters but three 18 hole golf courses. One would be a 
'championship' course designed by Jacklin, the idea being 
that it could host the Ryder Cup in 2001! 
• Absolute clarity in reporting is something which 
Greenkeeper International seeks always to achieve. My 
attention has been brought to a Flying Divot comment in 
October which was perhaps not entirely clear, that of the 
edict issued concerning Open Championship courses and of 
the R&A's insistence that Championship Clubs follow the 
advice of their appointed agronomists to the letter. This 
was, of course, not directed specifically at Royal Birkdale 
and certainly not at the Club's head greenkeeper, Tom 
O'Brien, but at all seven Clubs on the Championship roster. 
To quote our Executive Director, Neil Thomas, "the prob-
lems of this particular Championship course (Royal Birk-
dale) have been well known and documented over a 
number of years. As such, criticism of the present head 
greenkeeper is not justified - he worked within established 
guide-lines in presenting the course for The Open, but in 
terms of preparing the greens he was clearly not working 
from an ideal base". Greenkeeper International offers an 
unqualified apology to Tom O'Brien for any misunderstand-
ing in the interpretation of this comment that may have 
been caused. 

The BIGGA recommended minimum salary/wages scale 

£13,715 pa £15,345 pa 

The Association has updated its recommended minimum 
salary/wages scale, although actual figures remain the sub-
ject of negotiation between the Golf Club and Greenkeep-
ing staff. The quoted rates apply from 1st January 1992. 

18 Holes 27 Holes 36 Holes 
Course Manager/ £17,440 pa £19,020 pa £21,290 pa 
Head Greenkeeper 

Deputy Course Manager/ £12,590 pa 
Deputy Head Greenkeeper 

First Assistant £209.30 pw 

Assistant Greenkeeper £196.70 pw 

Apprentice Greenkeeper (All Courses) Age 16/17 - £98.35 pw; Age 
18 - £122.95 pw; Age 19 - £147.55 pw; Age 20 - £172.15 pw; 
Age 21+-£196.70 pw. 
NB: Where appropriate these rates should be increased 
to reflect Regional variations up to a maximum of 24% 
in the South East region. 
The First Assistant is a post designed to recognise a third-
in-charge where appropriate to the size of the Club. In 
cases where the First Assistant is the recognised Deputy, 

£209.30 pw 

£196.70 pw 

£209.30 pw 

£196.70 pw 

the appropriate Deputy Course Manager/Deputy Head 
Greenkeeper salary scale should apply. 
NB: Staff in possession of recognised qualifications should 
have this reflected in an addition to basic salary. 

• Basic conditions of employment should include: 
1. Where accommodation is provided by the Club, it 

should be rent free with heating/lighting costs borne by 
the Club. The Club should compensate for Poll Tax 
liability. 

2. Where accommodation is not provided by the Club, a 
suitable remuneration in addition to the above salary 
should be paid. 

3. 40 hour week. 
4. Retirement Pension Scheme. 
5. Telephone costs on Club business. 
6. Mileage allowance. 
7. Time off to attend lectures, demonstrations, BIGGA 

functions and tournaments. 
8. If not salaried, basic overtime to be paid at time and a 

half, with double time on Sundays and Statutory 
Holidays. 

BIGGA \ % 
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B.T.L.I.A. 

LANDSCAPE 
IR RIG A TION 
SYSTEMS 

A name to remember if 
your irrigation system 

needs attention. 
With a sound reputation for design, 

installation and service, we are 
one company willing to help the 
Greenkeeper who has problems 
with an existing irrigation system. 

If this sounds like you why not call 
us? Our experience and expertise 

are at your service. 

River View, Old Salisbury Road, 
Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1AS 

Telephone: (0425) 473790 
Fax: (0425)471157 

4 4 4 4 
4 4 
4 4 
4 4 
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Safety First 

• Hand les Equ ipment up to 500kg • Easy to use 

• Safety Lock • Cho ice of work ing height 

• Robust Const ruc t ion 

SISIS Pneumate pneumatic work tables have been designed to assist 
those who repair and maintain grass cutting equipment, compact 
tractors, ATVs and all other maintenance machinery. 

For fully illustrated details or a demonstration, write to: 

sisis 
Shoresclough Works, Hulley Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 2LZ 

Telephone: 0625 503030 Fax: 427426 

Golf Course 
Construction CMartin 

' 45 / to tiim 
"The Tops 

in 
T o p Dressing" 

The finest quality 
top dressings and sands 
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M a r t i n Bro thers ( U K ) L td 

1A C l i f t o n Street 

A l d e r l e y Edge 

C h e s h i r e SK9 7 N W 

TEL : ( 0 6 2 5 ) 5 8 4 5 7 1 

F A X : ( 0 6 2 5 ) 5 8 6 1 3 0 

New Golf Courses 
Alterations 
Drainage 
Irrigation 
Sand Slitting 

S c a n î o r 
LANDSCAPE & SPORTSGROUND CONTRACTORS 

"i/y (ytA^ J ^ 6 

British Association of 

Scandor ¡ S ^ ^ 
Hensting Lane ^ ( g 
Fishers Pond • ¡ J J b 
Nr Eastleigh BALI 
Hampshire S05 7HH 
Tel: (0703) 692422 
Fax: (0703)601555 



International 
Editorial Comment 

This month's issue was to have included a light-hearted 
seasonal chiding addressed at green committee men, 

under the title 'twenty things for your green committee to 
consider in 1992'. Whilst I was indeed feeling in a suffi-
ciently frivolous mood at the beginning of November to 
make the selection from the dozens of ideas that had filtered 
through during the year, my heart sank rapidly on learning 
(from a show of hands) at the excellent seminar at Canning-
ton College that only a handful of the 120 delegates gath-
ered had ever heard of the discussion document 'The Way 
Forward', and that only three had actually read it! What 
made Eric Shiel, who posed the question, and me even more 
incensed was the suggestion offered by one delegate that 
this was easily explained. The document, he opined, being 
critical in its comment of archaic committee practices, espe-
cially that of lack of continuity, had been effectively sup-
pressed by Club secretaries and green chairmen. 

To quote directly from the R&A document: 'An interest in 
gardening or farming is deemed sufficient expertise to 
enable members to dabble in the running of the course... 
lack of continuity is an inherent problem, though in many 
Clubs there is often one brave soul who will battle on as 
chairman/convener until he tires of the yearly abuse thrown 
in his direction from impatient golfers. His thankless task 
includes attempting to protect his green staff from the more 
belligerent members, and fighting in general committee for 
sufficient funds with which to manage the course. All in all, 
it cannot be said that the mechanisms of general or green 
committees are even remotely satisfactory as a way of run-
ning a golf course. Whatever else may be wrong with the 
many forces impinging on course management, there is no 
doubt that the committee structure (and the fact that those 
taking bad decisions will not even be faced with their conse-
quences in the longer term,) represents a most serious 
obstacle to meaningful progress. Perhaps the most serious'. 

With a liking for figures, I calculated there were about 
100 greenkeepers at Cannington and in taking the insignifi-
cant figure of those who were aware of 'The Way Forward' -
generously, say 5% - and computing this nationally, the 
likelihood is that less than 200 greenkeepers from our mem-
bership of 4,000-plus have read the document. Taken a step 
further, from that 200 perhaps less than half are head 
greenkeepers, this from a total of over 2,000 British Golf 
Clubs! 

Where does all this lead, you may ask? Instead of listing 
20 considerations, I put it to Club secretaries, all save the 
few that are part of a more enlightened structure, ie. with a 
green committee consisting only of chairman, head green-

'Way Forward' hits 
a major obstacle 

m t o - u p f a i S * i 
green i 

keeper and secretary, and having clearly defined long term 
policy documents on course management, (Letchworth and 
Wishaw spring to mind as examples), to make Xerox copies 
of all 33 pages of 'The Way Forward' available to both their 
head greenkeeper and to all incumbents, both long standing 
and newly elected, who serve on committee. Further, I urge 
all Clubs to discuss and continuously act upon the implica-
tions of the document, and the national golfing media to 
broadcast the essentials which golfers really need to know 
in relation to golf course management. Acting upon the rec-
ommendations of 'The Way Forward', they will discover true 
salvation for Club, golf course and greenkeeper. 

I am thankful to have this editorial column as a 'soapbox', 
for not only does it give me the opportunity to sound off on 
such matters as 'The Way Forward', but also to thank those 
who have made 1991 an exciting and eventful year in pub-
lishing. In particular my gratitude to the talented contribu-
tors, the BIGGA section reporters for splendid input to 
Around The Green, the staff at Aldwark Manor for valuable 
support; especially when I seem to have lost my way with 
the word-hungry computer; and most of all to the rank and 
file BIGGA members, dedicated folks all! May Christmas 
bring great joy to you all and the new year herald peace and 
prosperity throughout your world. 

D A V I D W H I T E 

GOLF COURSE SIGNS 
Designed to your own specification. Strongly 
manufactured. Maintenance free, chip resistant, 

club mot i f if required. 

Choice of colours 
Ring now and just let us know what you need 

A C & M Birch Ltd 
Golf Signs 
Unit GH1, Platts Lane, 
Burscough, Lanes. L40 7TE 

Telephone: Alan Birch 0704 896177/892997 
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ELLIOTT SMALL pays tribute to CECIL GEORGE, 'a man o' mony pairts' who's now retiring 

BIGGA's 
valuable 

ambassador 

As we say in Scotland, Cecil George is 'a man o' mony 
pairts': greenkeeper; educator; committee member; 

secretary; chairman; president; editor; poet and sometime 
singer of 'auld Scottish songs'. 

Cecil began his greenkeeping career in 1943 at White -
craigs Golf Club, a war intervening and taking him into the 
Parachute Regiment (if you can get him to relate stories of 
that time, don't miss them, they're as good as some of his 
old greenkeeper memoirs) before returning him to White-
craigs, from which he moved to Fereneze and Cathcart Cas-
tle. Finally settling at Lenzie Golf Club, Cecil has remained 
true and loyal to the Club and only after 37 happy years is 
he hanging up his hat. Always renowned for preparing his 
course in first class order, many young greenkeepers 
received their own training at his capable hands. 

Members of BIGGA will know Cecil from his annual par-
ticipation at The Open Championship and for his many 
other Association activities, though what they will not know 
is the part he played in ensuring that greenkeepers were 
respected and recognised as professionals - and his gigantic 
contribution to the greenkeeper training cause. Greenkeeper 
training was and still is Cecil's passion, though in his early 
days there was no specific formal training for his craft and 
he was to attend night school at Glasgow Horticultural Col-
lege for three years in order to gain his Certificate in Horti-
culture. 

In the 1960s he was instrumental in setting up the first 
ever training courses for apprentice greenkeepers - at Glas-
gow's Woodburn House - and apart from his valuable initial 
impetus he also aided in the establishment of the specific 

GTC APPROVED COLLEGES 
Warwickshire College of Agriculture 
offer the following specialist courses in 

GREENKEEPING 
Day-Release over four years leading to CITY AND GUILDS OF 
LONDON INSTITUTE GOLF GREENKEEPING qualifications. 
ADVANCED NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN GREENKEEPING 

(One year, or over two winter periods) 
For further information please contact: 

The Registrar, Warwickshire College of Agriculture, Moreton 
Morrell, Warwick CV35 9BL. Tel: 0926 651367 

A W A R W I C K S H I R E 
C O L L E G E 

courses and with Bob Moffat both taught and examined the 
pupils. 

Throughout his long membership of SGCA, SIGGA and 
now BIGGA, his enthusiasm for education has never waned. 
First education convenor for the West section, then educa-
tion convenor for SIGGA and now Scottish Region Chair-
man of The Liaison Committee with the five Scottish 
colleges - which he was instrumental in forming, Cecil has 
also been the Scottish representative on the Greenkeeper 
Training Committee since 1986. 

His contribution as speaker and chairman at our many 
seminars and conferences has extended over many decades, 
with one of his highlights being that of representing Scot-
land at the first European Greenkeepers Conference in 
Switzerland in 1972. 

However, it is not only in the field of education that Cecil 
has made his mark, for during his long career his service to 
the West section as member, secretary and chairman is sec-
ond to none. As a list of achievements, consider the follow-
ing: SIGGA President 1960 and 1972, Vice President 1974, 
Editor of Turfcraft (the SIGGA Publication) 1974. Captain of 
Scottish Team - 1st Ransomes International 1973 (bringing 
the team to victory), and to mark his retirement he was 
invited to be Scottish Captain at Fulford in 1991. When 
BIGGA was first formed, Cecil was an obvious choice to rep-
resent Scotland as one of our representatives on the Board 
of Management. 

As I began, Cecil is the essential 'man o' mony pairts', 
though apart from this catalogue of dedication and selfless 
hard work, he is one who always has time to enjoy himself 
and can be relied upon to tell a good tale or sing a good 
song when the business of the day is finished. 

On December 13th the Lenzie Golf Club are staging a din-
ner in honour of Cecil's years of service to the Club, a mea-
sure of the esteem in which he is held indicated by the event 
being a total sell-out! He may be retiring from greenkeeping 
but he is as keen as ever to continue the good work begun 
so many years ago and will continue to be BIGGA's most 
valuable ambassador. 

To Cecil George, may you enjoy a long and happy retire-
ment and may your dear wife Margaret enjoy sharing in 
your new found freedom and enjoy seeing a little more of 
you! All members of BIGGA echo our good wishes, none 
more than those college trained greenkeepers, who have 
every reason to thank you for their success. 
• Elliott R Small is Scottish Region Administrator. 



Worn *ttPs W
ho would have thought that the demise of chlor-
dane would have caused so many problems for 

the greenkeeper? 
Chlordane's only crime was to be a persistent organo-

chlorine compound and as such was part of MAFF deter-
mination to phase out such substances. No evidence was 
presented that it was more harmful than was already 
known and, when handled according to directions, it 
gave excellent control of worms in fine turf. Its persis-
tence was such that operator contact was limited to 
once per year and on heavy soils this could be extended 
to a span of once every three years. In COSHH terms 
this would have made chlordane the preferred substance 
as 'an engineering control'. 

Not to worry, they said, now we have Carbaryl in a 
flowable formulation, which gives good control and is 
not so persistent in the soil. Carbaryl has the same broad 
classification as chlordane (both are listed 'Harmful'), 
but to give the equivalent degree of control as chlordane 
it needs annual applications and on some soils more 
than one application was needed. This means a higher 
degree of exposure to an organo-phosphorus compound 
for which there is an HSE Guidance Note MS 17 - 'Bio-
logical Monitoring of Workers Exposed to Organo-phos-
phorus Compounds'. 

The flowable formulations worked well enough pro-
viding they were applied in the right conditions and at 
the right water volume - eg. a minimum of 1,000 litres 
per hectare, (more than 100 gallons per acre in old 
money!). We were resigned to the fact that this was to 
become the standard treatment for worms: after all, this 
is in line with the current thinking on changing to the 
use of less persistent substances in general. 

The new products have hardly touched the shelves of 
our stores when we learn that the supply of flowable 
formulations are to cease due to 'supply difficulties' from 
the EC manufacturer, who it seems has been recently 
acquired by Rhone Poulenc. And... surprise, surprise, a 
new wormkiller product is launched at IOG by Rhone 
Poulenc! Not a flowable formulation but a wettable 
powder, taking us back more than 20 years to the days 
of handling those nasty, awkward materials. Why, you 
may ask, has this been allowed to happen? The new for-
mulation is MAFF Approved, so presumably all those 
distinguished (and expensive) people gave careful con-
sideration to the safety of the operator when they 
granted the Approval. But wait - that is not all - for my 
bleary eyes read that the new powder formulation is 
"semi-persistent" for up to two months! Not quite the 
claims made for the flowable formulation. It now seems 
that we will have to apply this product, now the only 
available 'effective' wormkiller on the market, at least 
twice a year. 

The operator must now handle a product that is clas-
sified as 'Harmful If Swallowed', in dusty powder formu-
lation, pre-mixing it in a bucket before putting it in the 
spray tank. Then there are the problems of cleaning the 
scales (yes - you must go out and buy some scales!) and 
the mixing vessel, and then worry about effective mixing 
in the tank. 

Is this the best that can be done in this age of enlight-
enment and concern about health and safety at work? Is 
the greenkeeper the butt end of some marketing joke by 
the manufacturers and an off-day by some Ministry sci-
entist? 

Not good enough, say I. Even a child can see that 
using the new wettable powder formulation is not just a 

regressive step, it is a mighty plunge backwards to the 
bad old days. 

In COSHH terms, if we were given a free choice, the 
powder formulation would be discarded in favour of the 
liquid; but we must not look back. Is this progress? 

Jon Allbutt 

No-one can accuse Greenkeeper International of 
blindly taking sides, although we are certainly not 
above taking a firm stand on issues that concern the 
well-being of the greenkeeper or his golf course. Thus 
we invited the manufacturers mentioned in Jon All-
butt's article, Rhone Poulenc, to offer their side of the 
equation. Here is their reply: 

We believe there are a number of factual errors in 
the material. Our response, however, will be 

restricted to the main ones relating to our products. 
It was surprising for us to read that 'Twister' is the 

sole worm control product available. This is totally 
incorrect, as Rhone-Poulenc market three products for 
worm control in turf. 

'Castaway Plus', the original formulation of which was 
launched as far back as 1984, is as readily available 
today as it has been for some years. It is a flowable for-
mulation and is held in high esteem by a large number 
of turf care professionals, offering as it does long term 
control of worms and leatherjackets. 

Rhone-Poulenc launched 'Twister' as a wettable pow-
der to increase the available choice of products. To help 
minimise handling a specially designed measuring 
beaker is included with each box of the product. Rhone-
Poulenc think it is important that they give turf care pro-
fessionals the option of being able to use a contact 
acting product and 'Twister's' contact action gives quick 
control of problem worms on playing surfaces ranging 
from sports fields to greens. 

To round off this response, Rhone-Poulenc would like 
to point out that a third worm control product was 
launched at the IOG exhibition in September. 'CDA Cast-
away Plus', a flowable product, gives worm control at an 
application rate of 10 litres per hectare and when 
applied with a Lancelot CDA lance fitted with the new 
Rhone-Poulenc bleed valve, requires no mixing, is used 
straight from the bottle, and can be applied directly to 
the problem area. It reduces handling, saves time and is 
a major advance in terms of novel application technique. 

In conclusion, Rhone-Poulenc feel it is important that 
greenkeepers are provided with a wide range of prod-
ucts in order that they may select the best application 
for their situation. 

Austin Davies, Product Manager, 
Rhone Poulenc 

• As the British green-

keeper struggles to keep 

down the nuisance of the 

earthworm, and to illustrate 

the difference in green-

keeping methods and prin-

ciples between the USA 

and the UK, an article in the 

most recent issue of the 

USGA Green Section 

Record, written by a Profes-

sor of Entomology in Ken-

tucky, offers an alternative 

viewpoint by extoling the 

virtues of the earthworm 

and suggesting they should 

be encouraged, as they 

reduce thatch. Aeration and 

sensible management to 

ensure thatch-free turf is 

not mentioned. 

Now we read (Daily Tele-

graph, November 13th) that 

1.5 million earthworms are 

to be imported at a cost of 

£70,000 from Holland (no-

one it seems was prepared 

to harvest worms in Britain, 

though in Holland there 

appears to be a thriving 

night-time worm catching 

industry) to improve the top 

soil over what was once a 

rubbish tip, on the Stockley 

Park golf course adjacent 

to Heathrow Airport 

designed by Robert Trent 

Jones. 

Within three years the 

worms are expected to 

have multiplied 30-fold and 

when the course is handed 

over to Hillingdon council 

for public use in 1993, the 

worms will be turning thick 

and fast. Then, no doubt, 

the greenkeeper will find 

the worms and their 

wretched casts a damned 

nuisance and find the task 

of elimination made doubly 

difficult by the aforemen-

tioned restrictions on 

chlordane. 



BIGGA 

NATIONAL 
EDUCATION 

CONFERENCE 
27-29 March 1992 

The Royal Agricultural College 
Cirencester 

For the fourth consecutive year, BIGGA's National 
Education Conference next spring will feature a 
programme of international speakers. The event 
is to be sponsored, once again, by Lindum Turf 
and Associates. The Conference programme will 
be available at the BTME from either the BIGGA 
or Lindum Turf stands. 

Some of the speakers and their topics are: 

Tom Cook, Associate Professor, Dept of Horticulture, Oregon 
State University: Maintaining Pure Bentgrass Greens: 

Is it possible in cool temperate climates? 

Neil Baldwin, STRI: Green Pest and Disease Control 

Derek Green, Course Manager, Royal Liverpool Golf Club: 
Dry Patch 

Tor Senstadt, Secretary, Norwegian Greenkeepers 
Association: Greenkeeping in Norway 

Patrick O'Brien, South Eastern Director, USGA Green Section: 
Bentgrass Management in the South Eastern USA 

Jon Allbutt: Using Chemicals on the Golf Course and 
Complying with the Law 

William R Roberts, President, Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America: The Development of Education 

Programmes for the Greenkeeping Profession 

Carol Borthwick, Senior Lecturer in Greenkeeping, 
Elmwood College: Where do we go from Here? 

Laurence Pithie, Master Greenkeeper, Course Manager, 
Minchinhampton Golf Club: Golf Course Development 

- a Green keeper's Viewpoint 

Barry Cooper: Golf Course Drainage Consultant: 
Golf Course Drainage - Before and After Construction 

Jonathan Gaunt, Golf Course Architect: 
Project Management - How does it compare to normal 

Golf Course Construction Contracts? 

Jim Arthur, Golf Course Agronomist: Sound Traditional 
Greenkeeping Practices versus Gimmicks 

Gordon Jaaback, Agronomist, Conservation and Land 
Development Specialist: Limitations in Rootzone Design 

Bernard Findlay, Course Manager, Portstewart Golf Club: 
Can you Build a Seaside Links or is that Nature's Job? 

The programme including application form will be 
available soon from BIGGA Headquarters 
Telephone 03473 581/2 • Fax 03473 8864 

• Solving the height off confusion 

• I feel I must respond to the Autumn Turf Maintenance programme 
employed at Ham Manor Golf Club (October), and would make three points: 

1) Height of cut. Mr George Barr comments that he "raises the height of cut 
from 1/8" to 3/16" on his greens gradually over a period of three weeks". I pre-
sume from this that he regularly cuts at 1/8" during the summer. This would 
seem to contradict Mr Jim Arthur's article on Page 9, where the regular cutting 
of greens at 1/8" is thought harmful to turf. It is also contrary to STRI opinion 
and that of many experienced greenkeepers, who have seen die results of such 
treatment. Does Mr Barr advocate regular (more than a few days) cutting at 
1/8", and if so, does he not agree that there could be serious long-term prob-
lems? 

2) Cutting height of adjustment. Might it not be time to change to the met-
ric scale, specifically millimetres? After all, we deal with hectares, metres, kilos 
and litres as a matter of course and I believe much confusion could be elimi-
nated by adopting a millimetre scale dealing in whole numbers and not frac-
tions. The metric scale appears to be eminently more practical and 
understandable and therefore less prone to error. 

Also, is it not time for a more accurate method of measuring height of cut, 
especially below 6mm (1/4")? Even a small error can adversely affect the accu-
racy on the putting surface, exacerbated by the fact that cylinder mowers (and 
units) are set up in the sheds, where both front and back rollers and the height 
of cut setter are all rigid and unyielding, whereas the surface they relate to is 
anything but! 

3) Hollow tining. Mr Barr states that he not only hollow tines in eight 
hours, but clears as well. This claim must be totally unrealistic unless his 
greens are only lOOnp and all close to his sheds. He states that only one Ryan 
GA30 is used at 50mm (2") centres. My Club owns an Iseki Coremaster which 
we attach to a John Deere 885 compact tractor, both being less than three 
years old and in good working order. The speed needed to core at 50mm cen-
tres is so slow that our digital speedometer is incapable of consistently giving a 
read-out. The time taken to core our greens (average 500m2) at 50mm centres 
is approx. 50/60 minutes or more per green. If one adds non-coring time, such 
as essential maintenance on corer and tractor, breaks for the operator, travel to 
and from each green, plus stops for golfing play (to eliminate noise, if nothing 
else), the job takes two and a half days - this just for coring! Remember also 
that the job is done in October, when daylight hours are short and subse-
quently restricting any overtime that could be worked to finish the job. Mr 
Barr's statement could give the wrong impression to inexperienced greenkeep-
ers, Club members and green committees. 

If agreement on basic course maintenance cannot be reached, how can we 
achieve consistently high standards nationwide? 

PAUL BERTINSHAW Head Greenkeeper, Royal Norwich Golf Club, Norfolk 

• After reading the October issue there are several points that require further 
discussion. Jim Arthur's article, "The Quick and the Dead", was full of useful 
and sensible ideas concerning the 'headless chicken' quest for speed. Common 
sense tells us that higher cuts are healthier cuts, whilst shaving to 1/8" leads to 
a thinning sward and increased weed and poa invasion. This is especially so 
when accompanied by the increased wear and traffic of 1,000 playing mem-
bers, as at my Club. Add this to the dry summers and water shortages of recent 
years and we have a situation where our priorities have to be those of main-
taining 100% grass cover. I am forever telling our members that it is better to 
have grass you can work with than no grass at all. 

If one needs to increase putting speeds for that big event, it is surely better 
to top dress monthly, followed by verti-cutting, grooming and double cutting 
the day prior to the event. This would be preferable to keeping these speeds 
for long periods. The average 10-28 handicapper cannot cope with stimpmeter 
readings of ten feet anyway, never mind the lady members. 

Yet further in the magazine we read of George Barr and his successful man-
agement techniques, including cutting at l/8th for the whole season - what is 
the young greenkeeper to believe? Surely the magazine should be looking for 
some kind of continuity in its articles. 

M JONES Head Greenkeeper, Ely City Golf Course Ltd. Cambridge 

We asked George Barr for further comments, which are printed below: 
Both Mr Bertinshaw and Mr Jones seek uniformity of advice, or perhaps more 
accurately, advice with which they can personally agree. At the same time, 
surely they must concede that the practice of greenkeeping is by no means an 
exact science. It is the very fact that different management practices are fol-
lowed - at different locations on different swards and in different circum-
stances - that makes greenkeeping such a fascinating and infinite subject. In 
replying to the specific comments, it is my considered opinion that height of 
cut should be the decision of the head greenkeeper alone - the one who is in 
control of the course - and not based on rules written in slabs of stone. 
Granted there are general rules to observe, but there will always be those who 
break new barriers, repeatedly obtain successful results and feel no pain. Such 
actions are based on personal experience and are called free choice. The green-
keeper is dealing with a multi-faceted living area and should alone be the 
arbiter, based on the many factors (soil, grass species, growth patterns, root 
qualities etc.) he is capable of evaluating. I can state categorically that the 
management programme outlined works remarkably and consistently well at 
Ham Manor. 



• Thanks for awards • An overall solution • Allbutt's too negative • .-.so is Jim Arthur 
Opinions expressed in these columns are not necessarily shared by the 
editor or BIGGA and the Association accepts no responsibility for them. 

Letters to the editor are welcome on any topic related to the practice or 
pursuit of greenkeeping. 

Write to the editor, Greenkeeper International, 13 Firle Close, Seaford, 
East Sussex BN25 2HL. Letters should be signed. 
We reserve the right to edit for brevity, clarity and good taste. iMe/v 

Regarding coring, the greens at Ham Manor are about 500m2 
and are what would be regarded as average size. The Ryan 
GA30 we use is a remarkably fast and efficient tool for hollow 
coring and, when coupled with a Cushman Harvester, we can 
(and indeed do) core and clear 18 greens in an eight hour day. 

GEORGE BARR Course Manager, Ham Manor Golf Club 

• May I convey my sincere thanks to all those at Aldwark 
Manor who were involved in the recent TORO/PGA European 
Tour Student Greenkeeper awards. Our Association representa-
tives and the Toro and PGA personnel all made us feel most 
welcome. May I wish the winner and runners-up the very best 
for their future in greenkeeping and express the hope that we 
shall all meet again at other BIGGA events very soon. I shall 
remember the weekend for a very long time. 

Mark Ellis Woburn Golf and Country Club, Bedfordshire 

• With BIGGA offering an ever increasing variety of official uni-
form dress, do you think it would be a good idea to provide offi-
cial BIGGA overalls? A smart range would do much to improve 
the professional image we try so hard to create. 

PETER LACEY Pennard Golf Club, South Wales 

Moves are indeed afoot to make BIGGA neckties and blazers obli-
gatory wear at all official or invited functions, such as the Kubota 
Challenge and the Ransomes International Tournament, and 
indeed such a 'uniform' greatly improves one's professional image. 
At work the choice is perhaps one of greater individuality, though 
there is certainly merit in a smarter, uniform turn-out. 

• Whilst I normally have the greatest respect for Jon Allbutt's 
opinions, I was disappointed by his negative comments (October 
issue) on S.P.I.s (spray pattern indicators). 

Here was an opportunity for an authority in his field to wel-
come with enthusiasm a valuable tool which enables greenkeep-
ers to be more aware of their responsibilities and the need for 
more accurate and controllable spray applications. 

The letter asked for more balance, yet balance assumes some 
form of equality and I see nothing equal about towing a set of 
chains behind a spray boom or the spitting of foam blobs to 
mark a spray boom width when compared to the simple task of 
adding colour to an existing spray solution. 

Regarding his questions on the use of S.P.I.s and the Control 
of Pesticides regulations, these products fall outside the scope of 
this Act as they exert no effect on the pesticides activity, being 
purely visual. Pesticide manufacturers are themselves enthusias-
tic supports of this concept. 

What I cannot understand is Jon Allbutt's refusal to acknowl-
edge the value of S.P.I.s in identifying faults, eg. blocked noz-
zles on the job, relying instead on The Code Of Practice. Of 
course greenkeepers should read this excellent manual and fol-
low The Code, but surely Jon must recognise that not every-
thing is predictable and it is usually 'Murphy's Law' - anything 
that can go wrong will go wrong - that operates in the real 
world. If a nozzle becomes blocked it is usually impossible to 
identify without the addition of an S.P.I, and this results in a 
repeat application. 

One positive aspect of his letter was his observation that some 
spray colourants sold in the UK can have a higher hazard classi-
fication than the pesticide with which they are mixed. Industrial 
acid blue 9 dye formulations adapted from the textile industry 
are used, whilst Blazon is a non-ionic polymeric colourant and 
has a non-toxic and non-hazardous classification. 

So come on Jon, show an open mind to one of an ever 
decreasing number of products specially developed for green-
keepers. Remember, the status quo is a very safe state to be in 
but does nothing to aid progress. 

RICHARD FRY Basildon, Essex 

Richard Fry, the author of the article to which Jon Allbutt referred, 
is a Marketing Consultant, perhaps best known to greenkeepers as 
the head of Rhone Poulenc's (formerly May & Baker Ltd) Environ-
mental Products Division in the early 1980s and the organiser of 
the National Turf Care Workshop seminars. 

• Back home again 
after yet another 
foray to Florida in my 
quest for the elusive 
work permit, my first 
move is to catch up 
on all that's been 
happening in the 
world of 
greenkeeping. 
Congratulations! 
Greenkeeper 
International 
continues to grow in 
stature and quality 
and is far and away 
the most eagerly 
looked for magazine 
in this household. 
Though it is hard to 
single out any 
particular feature or 
series for special 
praise, I always turn 
first to the brilliant 
cartoons of "Badleigh 
Dunne", whose 
characters from both 
the clubhouse and 
work place succeed 
in capturing the very 
essence of 
greenkeeping in such 
a delightful manner -
and so true to life! 
Long may he 
continue. Then it's on 
to 'Flying Divots', the 
S E Regional news 
and stories of golfing 
prowess, made all the 
more interesting 
because I've often 
witnessed these 
happenings. 

This brings me to a 
point regarding "the 
ladies". I believe it is 
very important for 
more ladies to give 
support and 
encouragement 
wherever possible. 
This in turn provides a 
splendid social outlet, 
one where the whole 
thing can be great fun 
through visiting 
wonderful places and 
meeting interesting 
people. I also gain 
much from technical 
features, as this gives 
me a better 
understanding of the 
skills required of our 
menfolk. 

L I N D A E X L E Y 

Northwood, Middx. 

Linda echoes the 
opinion of many 
readers, all of whom 
say how much they 
enjoy the Grinkeeper 
cartoons. "Badleigh 
Dunne" is, in fact, 
John Moran, an ex-
greenkeeper turned 
commercial 
cartoonist, whose 
work also appears 
regularly in national 
magazines and 
newspapers. 

• It is always worrying when those with little practical or tech-
nical expertise get involved in very important matters such as 
how to comply with the Control of Pesticides Regulations, and 
in particular the Code of Practice. In order to fully comply with 
the Regulations, the operator of a pesticide applicator must 
show that he/she is using a 'safe system' to accurately apply the 
pesticide to the target, and only the target. Whereas marker 
dyes will show the operator where he has been, correctly 
aligned bout markers quite clearly show him where he is going! 
Thus it can be seen there is a role for both marker dyes and bout 
markers and sometimes they may well be used in combination 
to good effect. Ground conditions vary so much that having 
options is very wise, and all who are involved in this area, be it 
selling, advising or using, must be responsible and professional 
in their approach to protecting the environment. 

JON ALLBUTT Biggin Hill, Kent 

• I have now read and re-read Mr Jim Arthur's article entitled 
'The Quick and The Dead', which appeared in your November 
issue. On behalf of our Tournament Committee and senior col-
leagues I write to advise you that the Tour are appalled at his 
ill-informed references towards our efforts to assist greenkeep-
ers involved with Tour events. Indeed, we believe that elements 
of Mr Arthur's comments are potentially damaging to the Tour 
and look to your magazine to reproduce this reply. 

I question Mr Arthur's current knowledge of principles or 
methods that are now employed on the PGA European Tour, as 
the consultancy relationship the Tour had with him ended sev-
eral years ago. It should be pointed out that the Tour look to 
putting greens; 1) as being true as possible, free from bumps 
and 'snaking'; 2) having a consistent resilience for bounce and 
grip, ie. a poorly struck shot should not hold the putting green; 
3) having as fast a speed of putting surface as possible taking 
account of slopes and grass species and; 4) having consistency 
on all 18 greens, practice putting green and chipping greens. 

I will, however, reiterate that the sound principle of aeration 
and sensible levels of water and fertilisation for putting greens 
preached by Mr Arthur still hold true today. Our approach in 
recent years has been one of gentle persuasion to build up a 
good working relationship with host greenkeepers. In the last 
three years we have organised two one-week seminars to enable 
all greenkeepers and managers of the Tour venues to meet and 
exchange ideas. 

We feel these exchanges can only be good for the game, 
believing that no one person can honestly claim to have total 
knowledge. 

In our experience of running professional golf tournaments, 
which even Mr Arthur might concede is considerable, we have 
found that the wish of everyone concerned at a Tour venue is to 
achieve perfection in terms of presentation for their tournament 
week, and if we are asked to provide practical help, we will con-
tinue to do so. 

It is quite wrong to suggest that the Tour have advocated pro-
longed 'shaving' of greens to achieve speed alone. Indeed, all 
the methods mentioned by Mr Arthur - including rolling - have 
been used to good effect and certainly in taking the long term 
health of the Tour golf courses into consideration. Mr Arthur 
seems to suggest that the Tour have no care or consideration for 
the venue when the final putt of the tournament is holed. I 
regard this as so contemptuous that it does not even require fur-
ther comment! 

It seems that the inclusion of Tour representatives on the 
R&A's Joint Golf Course Committee doesn't meet with Mr 
Arthur's approval. 

Our wish, and we believe it is also that of the R&A, is that 
with all parties 'pooling' ideas constructive ideas may be forth-
coming. 

Please suggest to Mr Arthur that many if not all readers of 
your magazine would dearly love to read constructive ideas 
from a man who was, for so long, the agronomist. I am sure that 
he can pass on a great deal of knowledge, rather than embark-
ing on yet another attempt to discredit other organisations or 
individuals. 

J N PARAMOR Director of Tour Operations, PGA European Tour 
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Winter play on greens - a topic never to be brought up in 

polite conversation. But just what is the answer to this 

perennial problem? James T Snow, National Director, 

USGA Green Section, considers a few of the alternatives 

It is common knowledge that three topics are simply too 

controversial and should never be brought up at social 
functions: politics, religion, and winter play on greens. Not 
familiar with the last? If not, then you apparently haven't 
spent much time at golf courses during late autumn and 
early winter. 

Few subjects raise such an emotional response from 
greenkeepers and golfers alike. Golfers can become irate at 
actions restricting their access to regular greens during late 
autumn, winter and early spring, while greenkeepers are 
just as unyielding in their view that play should be kept off 
the greens at those times. 

Who's right? 
As with most topics of this nature, qualifications have to 

be tacked on to any firm answer. It is safe to say, however, 
that winter play can only harm the greens and in many 
instances it has a significant negative impact on the health 
and playability of the turf during the following golf season. 

Repercussions of winter play 
It is not hard to understand why many golfers are some-

times sceptical about claims concerning the negative effects 
of winter play, because to them the turf on greens that have 
been played throughout the winter usually appears the 
same as the turf on greens that have been closed. The 
effects of winter traffic, however, need not be obvious and 
dramatic to have significant and long-lasting repercussions. 

Direct wear injury - Thinning of the turf due to direct 
wear injury is an obvious and important result of winter 
traffic. Unlike during the growing season, when the turf is 
able to regenerate new leaves and stems to replace injured 
tissue daily, winter weather completely halts turf growth; 
the grass is continually thinned throughout the winter in 
direct proportion to the amount of traffic. This thinning of 
the turf canopy can and often does encourage the establish-
ment of such weeds as Poa annua, crabgrass, goosegrass, 
moss, algae, pearlwort, spurge and other weed pests during 
the spring and summer. True enough, weeds can indeed be 
a problem on greens that are not subjected to winter play, 
but winter traffic causes them to be just that much more 
abundant and difficult to control. 

Soil compaction - Soil compaction is a more subtle and 
perhaps more important consequence of winter traffic. 
Because of the cold winter temperatures and the lack of 
active turf growth, the loss of excess soil moisture through 
evaporation and transpiration is greatly reduced. In addi-
tion, frozen sub-surface soils may completely block the 
movement of excess moisture through the soil profile. Dur-
ing the summer a very heavy rainfall often creates soil con-
ditions that warrant closing the course for a day or two until 
the excess moisture is eliminated by way of evaporation, 
transpiration and downward percolation through the soil 
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profile. Because these moisture losses are often non-func-
tional during the winter, saturated soil conditions can per-
sist for weeks or longer. Yet the golfers who can appreciate 
the need to close the course during the summer are com-
pletely unsympathetic to the same conditions during the 
winter. 

The effects of soil compaction on the health and playabil-
ity of the turf are insidious at any time, but because wet 
soils are especially prone to compaction, the likelihood of 
traffic causing the collapse of good soil structure is of con-
stant concern during the winter. As soil particles are com-
pacted and pushed closer and closer together, the pore 
space that facilitates drainage and root growth during the 
summer is gradually lost. As the season finally commences 
golfers often complain that these compacted greens are 
hard. From an agronomic stand-point, turf begins the sea-
son in a weakened state predisposed to a host of summer 
problems. In addition to the potential for weed encroach-
ment, the turf on greens played during winter tends to wilt 
more readily during hot weather and often is more suscepti-
ble to a wide array of primary and secondary disease organ-
isms. 

Effects on playability - With the loss of turf density from 
direct wear injury and the loss of turf vigour caused by soil 
compaction, greens played during winter tend to be hard, 
slow and bumpy, and they are slower to develop during the 
spring compared to greens that are not subjected to winter 
traffic. Footprinting is often a problem and golfers tend to 
complain about the lack of trueness even after several top-
dressings in the spring. Finally, the effects of compaction on 
the health of the turf can last to a certain extent for much of 
the season, making it difficult or impossible to keep greens 
as closely cut and intensively groomed as some golfers may 
desire. 

Many winter golfers have heard these arguments before 
and have dismissed them as being the ravings of overprotec-
tive greenkeepers and turfgrass scientists. A favourite 
response is: "I pay plenty to play golf at this Club and I'm 
going to use the regular greens during the winter. That's 
why we pay the greenkeeper - to fix up the greens in time 
for spring. Besides, the Let-'Em-Play-Anytime course down 
the street lets them play through the winter and they don't 
lose any grass during the summer. Anyway, we only have a 
few groups that play much during the winter. How much 
damage can we do?" 

Factors to consider 
On the surface, these comments seem quite valid; after 

all, everything is a matter of degree. But many factors 
should be taken into account in developing a logical policy 
on winter play. 

Anticipated traffic - If a single round were played on the 
course during the winter most would agree that the poten-
tial for serious damage would be nil. Same for ten rounds? 
How about 100, 500 or 1,000? If the weather is mild and 
there is little snow, how many more rounds will it add? 
Where do you draw the line? 

Soil type - Winter golfers argue that sand-based greens 
drain well and don't compact, making them very suitable for 
winter play at any time. While it is true that sand-based 
greens don't suffer from compaction to the same extent that 
older soil-based greens might, it is also true that direct-wear 
injury is likely to be more severe on sand greens. Turf den-
sity can be greatly compromised and weed encroachment 



can be a real problem. Obviously, courses with older soil-
based greens are especially vulnerable to both types of win-
ter injury. 

Specific weather conditions - Though traffic on dormant 
turf will indeed cause some injury, the weather and soil con-
ditions at the time of play will dictate the type and extent of 
the damage. Traffic on dry, unfrozen soil will cause the least 
damage, but this condition is rare during the winter. Frozen 
soil can cause significant wear injury but little soil com-
paction. Play on wet, unfrozen soil can result in significant 

soil compaction but less wear injury. Play on a thawing soil 
(wet on the surface, frozen below) can result in severe soil 
compaction and wear injury and should be avoided. Finally, 
frosted turf is extremely susceptible to direct injury and play 
should never be allowed. 

Grass species - Do you have fine bent/fescue greens and 
want to keep them? Then don't allow winter play. Thinned 
turf and compacted soil is just what Poa annua is looking for 
in the spring. 

Cultural maintenance programmes - Winter golfers argue 
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Temporary greens can be est 
that a good head greenkeeper should be able to fix any 
damage done during winter by aerifying, topdressing, over-
seeding, fertilising and irrigating during the early spring. If 
weed encroachment is a problem, then he should apply her-
bicides to kill the weeds and pre-emergent herbicides to pre-
vent crabgrass and goosegrass from developing. However, 
a) it would be a rare case where intensive spring work 
would completely compensate for the wear injury and soil 
compaction resulting from winter play, b) chemicals applied 
to control crabgrass and other weeds have a negative effect 
on the root growth and the overall health of the turf during 
the summer, c) golfers despise the intensive aerification and 
topdressing required during the early spring, since most of 
them return after a winter lay-off and find their greens 
ripped up and in poor playing condition for weeks or more, 
and d) all of the work to renovate the greens takes more 
money for labour and materials and comes at the expense of 
other spring course preparation activities. 

History of winter injury - The effects of winter play can 
exacerbate the injury from other types of winter problems, 
including desiccation, winter diseases and low-temperature 
kill (ice damage). Winter play should therefore be avoided if 
the course regularly suffers from other forms of winter 
injury. 

Previous weed problems - Courses that have previously 
experienced and are concerned about weed problems such 
as crabgrass, spurge, moss, algae and Poa annua would do 
themselves a favour by avoiding winter play on the regular 
greens. 

Recent stress problems - Winter play is best not allowed 
on greens that have experienced any turf loss or extreme 
weakness during the previous year or years caused by heat 
stress, secondary disease problems such as anthracnose or 
summer patch, nematodes or other summer stress problems. 
Greens like these probably would suffer even greater prob-

lems if they were burdened with the vigor-inhibiting effects 
of winter play. 

Trees - Greens close to large trees that suffer from shade, 
air circulation or tree root competition problems should not 
be forced to endure the complicating effects of winter play. 
Compared to turf growing in clear areas, greens in locations 
like these usually respond very slowly in the spring and tend 
to be weak during the summer. Many greens on older, 
mature courses can be grouped in this category. 

Standards for play - One of the most important questions 
to ask in contemplating whether or not to use regular 
greens in winter concerns what the golfers want from the 
greens during the regular season. If they want top-quality 
turf from spring to autumn, involving close, frequent cut-
ting, double cutting, frequent verticutting, lean fertilisation, 
minimal irrigation or other stress-inducing practices, then it 
is best to avoid winter play. If the golfers don't mind higher 
cutting heights, slower speeds and greater inconsistency 
then winter golf was made for them. Some bias in that 
statement? Perhaps, but too many golfers want to trample 
their dormant greens in winter and then enjoy US Open 
conditions from April through November. There are still 
some things that money can't buy. 

S o m e a l t e r n a t i v e s 
Given that this article won't end the use of regular greens 

during winter on all courses, a look at some of the alterna-
tives might prove useful in establishing a winter policy. 

Use temporary greens. Many courses avoid winter injury 
by establishing temporary greens on the fairway approach 
to the existing greens. Often these areas are aerified and 
topdressed several times during the autumn and the cutting 
height is lowered to provide a reasonable putting surface for 
the winter. Sure, it's more fun to hit to regular greens but 
isn't it worth sacrificing a little bit during the winter to keep 

MARK YOUR CARD... 
...NOT THE GREEN! 

by using 

TRELLEBORGV 
Designed with turf care in mind, TRELLEBORG tyres allow the 
use of the heavier equipment that is now appearing on the market, 

without damaging the delicate surface or subsoil. 
Our engineers can recommend a fitment for almost any machine, 
having at their disposal, 41 tread patterns and 85 tyre sizes. 

TRELLEBORG LTD 90 Somers Road, Rugby, Warwickshire, 
CV22 7ED. Telephone: 0788 562711 • Fax: 0788 579959 A D 

REF 
137 

AD 
REF 
106 

CUCKMERE VALLEY TURF FARMS 
TRUCK MOUNTED FORK LIFT SERVICE 
SPECIALISTS IN QUALITY TURF FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
• W I D E SELECTION OF GRADES AVAILABLE FROM ECONOMY T O GOLF GREENS TURF 
• COMMERCIAL C O N T R A C T UNDERTAKEN 
• LARGE ORDER DISCOUNTS 
• DELIVERY OR COLLECTION 
• RELIABLE PROMPT SERVICE 
• ASK OUR KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF FOR ADVICE 

ALFRISTON (0323) 870773 
C O M M O N L A N E , B E R W I C K , P O L E G A T E , E. S U S S E X . FAX: (0323) 870285 



ablished oil ôxistiitij fairways' 
the greens in good condition for spring, summer and 
autumn? The best policy is to close the greens when growth 
ceases and open then in spring only when growth resumes 
and the soil has dried enough to resist compaction. 

Design a winter course. This should be especially appeal-
ing to the addicts who simply can't get enough. Many Clubs 
play their course backwards, going from green to tee using 
the tee as a target or establishing a temporary green at the 
tee end of the fairway. Others use their imagination and 
design holes in a cross-country style, crossing roughs and 
water hazards that might rarely be seen or appreciated 
when golfers play the regular course. Temporary greens can 
be established on existing fairways or roughs, near fairway 
bunkers, water hazards or groupings of trees. The possibili-
ties are limitless. 

Establish temporary greens, but use them only when con-
ditions are not appropriate for using the regular greens. 
This is a bad policy because conditions can go from fair to 
terrible in just a few hours. For example, greens that are 
frozen in the morning can thaw as temperatures rise during 
the day. If play is allowed on the regular greens in the 
morning, at what point should you switch to temporary 
greens? Who will decide? Will golfers already on the course 
be notified of the change? Obviously, the logistics of this 
policy are difficult and the likelihood of damage to greens is 
great. 

Use regular greens during the winter but close the course 
on days when the potential for damage is great. This policy 
has the same flaws as the one previous. In some ways it's 
even worse, because the days when the greens should be 
closed, when temperatures rise above freezing and the 
putting surfaces become thawed, are the same days that 
most winter golfers want to be on the course. Greenkeepers 
can come under great pressure from Club officials to keep 

the course open, despite their misgivings, and sometimes 
they are simply overruled. 

Play the greens throughout the winter, regardless of con-
ditions. Because the alternatives require difficult decisions 
and complicated logistics, many courses opt for this worst-
choice policy. For the reasons we've outlined, these courses 
are just asking for problems. 

Close the course for the winter. From the stand-point of 
having the greens, tees and fairways in the best possible 
condition for spring, this is certainly the best policy. There is 
no doubt that winter play on the tees and fairways can thin 
the turf and compact the soil just as it can on greens. How-
ever, golfers don't putt on tees and fairways during the sum-
mer and don't mind some cultivation and overseeding of 
these areas during the spring. Nevertheless, many courses 
establish temporary greens for the winter, or sacrifice small 
portions of the regular tees for winter use if play is expected 
to be moderate or heavy. If the Club decides to keep the 
course open, whether or not regular greens are used, golfers 
should be asked to wear shoes without spikes or cleats 
whenever possible and carts should be restricted to paths -
if they are allowed at all. 

Winter play can do an inordinate amount of damage to 
the health and playability of the greens in relation to the 
number of rounds. Every Club considering winter play 
should question whether or not it is worth the risk of dam-
aging the greens and affecting their playability for a signifi-
cant period of the regular season by allowing a relatively 
small percentage of the Club's members to use them all the 
time. In the view of most head greenkeepers, turf grass sci-
entists and agronomists, it is not. Unfortunately, even the 
considered opinion of the experts is unlikely to separate 
winter play from politics and religion as a topic of contro-
versy among golfers. 

• This article first 

appeared in the USGA 

Green Section Record 

in November 1987 to 

nationwide acclaim. It 

is reproduced here 

with due 

acknowledgement and 

thanks to James Snow, 

whose wise words 

demand repeating. 

Certain minor text 

changes have been 

made to adapt US 

terminology to a 

European readership, 

eg. fall' has been 

changed to 'autumn* 

and 'golf course 

superintendent' to 

'greenkeeper'. 
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The best possible turf demands the 
best possible nutrients, and only Floranid 
can deliver them in the right amounts - at 
the right time. 
Because Floranid is based on a synthetic 
organic nitrogen called Isodurf nitrogen is 
released by temperature and moisture -
the two factors controlling plant growth -
thus eliminating problems of wastage 
and scorch. 
This reduces flushes of growth requiring 
constant mowing, encourages strong 
root systems to stand up to drought 

and wear, and produces a good, even 
colour. 
Worldwide usage and trials have proved 
Floranid to be the most reliable of all 
slow release nitrogen tested, requiring 
fewer applications and obvious cost 
savings, whether on golf courses, parks, 
sports grounds or bowling greens. 

Hardly surprising then, that Europe's 
best selling slow release fertiliser is 
Floranid - the high performer. 

T Parker & Sons Ltd 
Tel: Worcester Park (081 337) 7791 
Sports Turf Services 
Tel: Edinburgh (031 333) 2345 

AD 
REF 
308 

For information about BASF soil tests and expert advice about your amenity turf, contact 
your BASF distributor today: 
Aitken Sportsturf Ltd 
Tel: Tadcaster (0937) 834746 
Richard Aitken Ltd 
Tel: Glasgow (041)440 0033 
Amenity Land Services Ltd 
Tel: Telford (0952)641949 
Gwyn Cadogan 
Tel: Usk (029 13) 2026 

We are confident that once you've seen how Floranid performs, no other slow release 
fertiliser will do. B A S F p ( c A g r j c u | t ( j r a | D i v i s i o n (0473) 822531 
(R) = Registered trademark of BASF. 

Euroturfcare Ltd 
Tel: Iver Heath (0895) 834411 
N Hutchings Ltd 
Tel: Edwinstowe (0623) 822907 
Kings Horticulture Ltd 
Tel: Earls Colne (0787) 223300 

Put your 

foot down 

insist on 

quality -

Floranid 
Slow Release 

Fertiliser 

from 

BASF 



GREENKEEPERS 

LIBRARY 
by DAVID WHITE 

Readers of this magazine will be well 
aware of my enthusiasm for the 

course design excellence of Harry Shap-
land Colt, the golf course architect of 
genius who left a lasting legacy of per-
fection on every course he created. 
The player who is jaded by dull rou-
tine, or exasperated by the weird, 
monster creations of many of the lat-
ter-day pro-cum architects, has only to seek out 
a Colt course in order to re-discover the proper meaning of 
golfing joy and its many delightful examinations. 

Consider the attractions of the wonderful Colt courses in 
Britain such as Beaconsfield, Betchworth Park, Blackmoor, 
Calcot Park, Churston, Denham, Edgbaston, Ham Manor, 
Longniddry, Moor Park, Northampton County, Princes (with 
Guy Campbell), Rye, St Georges Hill, Stoke Poges, Sunning-
dale New, Tandridge and Wentworth, the delicious St Cloud 
in Paris and the glorious Pine Valley in the USA, where his 
hugely effective influence resulted in the greatest course cre-
ation of all time, and you will instantly appreciate why Colt 
is still held to this day as the consummate course artist of all 
time. 

Already reviewed in these pages in August, I make no 
apology for bringing the book Colt & Co., Golf Course Archi-
tects, by Fred Hawtree to your attention again, simply 
because in my view it is a work of merit that will add greatly 
to the greenkeepers understanding and appreciation of the 
way the great man operated: his ideas, dreams and design 
concepts. 

My views on Colt's brilliance are endorsed by almost every 
modern day architect, with this further exposure encour-
aged by the knowledge that the publishers, Cambuc Archive, 
are to make available a special BIGGA members only offer 
over the winter of 1991/2 (ends March 31st 1992), reduc-
ing the price of the book to £21 inclusive of post and pack-
ing, representing a saving of £6. The book is a numbered 
limited edition of just 1,000 copies, and if present trends in 
golf book collecting continue, is likely to become a highly 
prized collectors item before too long. The offer made is 
strictly on a first come first served basis. I ended my original 
review by urging every reader to buy the book. I still do! 

Colt & Co., Golf Course Architects, by Fred Hawtree, 
(214pp hardback), published by Cambuc Archive. Readers 
should send a cheque made out to BIGGA for £21. Orders 
received before December 15th will be posted in time for 
Christmas. 

Congratulations are due to NTC and 
NAAC for a much expanded and 

revised 'Amenity Code', officially 
titled: The New Revised Code of Prac-
tice for the use of Approved Pesticides 
In Amenity and Industrial Areas. The 
very difficult job of knitting the 
COSHH regulations into the text, as 
they apply to the use of pesticides, 
has been achieved without making the 
Code more complicated and difficult to read. 

The improved layout makes it possible to quickly find and 
look at individual sections without plodding through the 
text, clear guidance being the rule of thumb. One such 
example is the guidance given to the problem of when certi-
fication is required by operators who use pesticides, another 
the very important consideration when using pesticides as to 
what other legislation might be involved, particularly as it 

relates to possible pollution of the environment arising from 
misuse. The Code deals with this very well, placing informa-
tion where it is relevant to the operation. 

The guidance on storage, disposal, the selection and use 
of personal protective clothing and the planning of the oper-
ation well ahead of the day of spraying, are very well cov-
ered, and of particular value is the guidance on who should 
be consulted to ensure that particular operations - such as 
disposals - do not constitute a breach of other legislation. 

I am at a loss to understand why the 'Protective Clothing' 
chart used in the Agricultural Code for 'Permitted Non-Label 
Uses' is reproduced here. The term 'Protective Clothing' is 
now referred to as Personal Protective equipment, and the 
idea of using Approved products for non label uses in 
Amenity Horticulture makes me shudder! 

Sadly the guidance on calibration is confusing and not in 
line with the standard system taught on pesticide courses. It 
is correct as far as it goes, but it does not go far enough. 

I would have thought that the BCPC guide on spray qual-
ity and its importance in minimising spray drift would be 
very helpful in Part 9 of the Code, for it is something that is 
being emphasised on training courses and NPTC Examiners 
are obliged to ask test candidates questions on spray quality. 

Overall the Code has been very well revised and is now an 
invaluable and essential reference work for all involved in 
the use of pesticides - order your copy now! JON ALLBUTT 

Copies of Code of Practice for the use of Approved Pes-
ticides in Amenity and Industrial Areas (80pp soft cover) 
are available from The Secretary, NTC, 3 Ferrands Park 
Way, Harden, Bingley, BD16 1HZ. £12 including postage. 

The recent STRI publication, David Lawson's Fertilisers for 
Turf, is one that will find considerable appeal amongst 

greenkeepers, though some of the more learned sectors 
('learned' being editorial jargon for 'over my head') contain 
chemical formulae written perhaps more to please the tech-
nical laboratory boffin than the practitioner. That stated, the 
chapters on sources of mineral nutrients for turf, fertiliser 
programmes (including timing), and an eminently under-
standable chapter on soil pH and turf growth, make this a 
worthwhile and practical working manual for all within the 
amenity turf industry. Copies of Fertilisers for Turf (47pp 
soft cover), published by the STRI, are available from The 
Secretary, STRI, Bingley, W Yorks BD16 1AU, at £4.50 
including postage. 

Conservationists are often vociferous in their condemna-
tion of new golf course developments, never more vehe-

mently than when crumbling country mansions or 'stately 
homes' with adjacent parkland are the subject of a develop-
ers attention. This writer is all for preserving our heritage, 
but must express horror at the almost total damnatory atti-
tude expressed in a report for The Georgian Group - In The 
Rough? - which puts all such development - often nothing 
more than sensitive rescue plans to save otherwise decrepit 
houses and overgrown and neglected parkland from obliv-
ion - as the work of The Devil incarnate. 

How much happier we would be if the antagonists could 
also see our point of view through their tinted spectacles of 
prejudice, exercising some restraint in their carte blanche 
dismissals and accepting the better compromise of seeing 
such lovely places survive and prosper. In the knowledge 
that it's wise to know thine enemy, In The Rough? (40pp 
soft cover) will prove invaluable to those in the business of 
rescuing such properties. £3 plus postage from The Georgian 
Group, 37 Spital Square, London El 6DY. 

Perhaps the greatest gift 
available to man is a 

sense of humour. There's 
no question about it, some 
are blessed with 'the sense' 
in abundance, whilst oth-
ers amble turgidly through 
life with rarely a smile, 
failing to see anything but 
doom and gloom. 

I like to believe that 
most greenkeepers are of 
the gifted majority, for in 
their work they are 
exposed to more than 
average doses of pompous 
hypocrisy, with an ability 
to see 'the funny side' 
often their one salvation. 
If you doubt me, ask your-
self how many other pro-
fessionals have upwards of 
500 bosses, all of whom 
know more about their 
work than they do? 

How fortunate we 
British are to have so 
many grand cartoonists, 
many of whom specialise 
in sporting absurdities and 
including the handful who 
capture the funny side of 
greenkeeping. One such is 
John Hart, whose Hart of 
The Green, a collection of 
cartoons based on charac-
ters that are the figment of 
John's fertile imagination, 
is guaranteed to bring a 
chuckle to greenkeepers -
because it is all about 
greenkeepers and the 
absurdly comic happen-
ings witnessed in their 
everyday tasks. The 
sketches are never mock-
ing or hurtful, though 
often tongue in cheek, and 
draw on the escapades of 
the Headgreenkeeper (the 
one with the tie), Hamish 
and Harry, a YOP trainee 
called Harvey and the 
inevitable Chairman of 
Green, who is described as 
being 'loved by his mother' 
and who delivers requests 
through a powerful index 
finger and a bark! Above 
all they project the conflict 
between traditional views 
and new technology, atti-
tudes toward members, 
green committees and 
pro's and offer instant 
identification with most of 
the situations. I'm sure 
you'll see at least one fan-
tasy character you know -
though not on your own 
golf course, naturally! 
Hart of The Green, 
Humour for Real Golfers, 
(96pp soft covers) is pub-
lished at £5.95 and is 
available from W H 
Smiths or direct from 
Thrivelar, I Eldon Square, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne NE1 
7JG. Add 75p postage. 



GREENKEEPERS 
TRAINING COMMITTEE 

APPROVED COLLEGES 
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TRAINING 
Surely the best way to invest in the 
future is to invest in people. Training 
a n d educa t ion are the greatest 
mot ivat ing factors. A more 
art iculate a n d e d u c a t e d 
workforce will inevitably lead 
to greater rewards a n d an 
awareness a n d recognit ion of 
the greenkeepers profession. 

Langside College 
Buchanan Drive, 
Rutherglen, Glasgow, 
Scotland. 
(041) 647 6300. 
Contact 
Colin Urquhart 

Lancashi re Col lege 
Myerscough Hall 
Bi lsborrow 
Preston 
Lanes 
(0995) 40611 
Contact 
Martyn Jones 

Teagasc National 
Botanic Gardens 
Glasnevin, Dublin 9 
Ireland. 
Tel: (0103531)371 636 
Contact Pat Suttle 

Welsh Col lege 
Nor thop 
Mold 
C lwyd 
Wales 
(035286) 861 
Contact 
Graham Wr ight 

The Greenkeepers Training Scheme has 
appointed thirteen colleges in Britain and 
Ireland as Centres of Excellence for Golf 
Greenkeeper Training. 

Elmwood College 
Cupar, Fife, Scotland. 
(0334) 52781 
Contact Carol Borthwick 

Oatridge Agricultural College 
Ecclesmachan, Broxburn, 
Scotland. 
(0506)854387 
Contact Quentin Allardice 

Oaklands College 
St. Albans. 
Herts. 
(0727)50651 I 
Contact Ian Merrick 

i A 
Cannington College 
Cannington. Bridgewater 
Somerset. 
(0278)652226 
Contact Nick Rigden 

Cheshire College of Agriculture 
and Horticulture 
Reaseheath, Nantwich, Cheshire. 
(0270)625131 
Contact Dennis Mortram 

Askham Bryan College 
Askham Bryan, York. 
(0904) 702121 
Contact Nick Bisset 

Warwickshire College 
Moreton Morrell, 
Warwick. 
(0926)651367 
Contact 
Andy Cole 

Sparsholt 
College 
Sparsholt, 
Hants. 
096 272 441 
Contact 
Bob Young 

Plumpton College 
Plumpton, Lewes. 
(0273)890454 
Contact 
David Blackmur 



BTME 
BIGGA Turf Management 
Exhibition and Seminar 
Programme 1992 

GET SET for 1992's world class turf 
management exhibition, organised by the 
British & International Golf Greenkeepers 
Association. 
At Harrogate, between 22-24 January, 
discover the full potential and diversity of 
greenkeeping and the fine turf industries. 
National and international exhibitors, plus a 
wide selection of smaller but no less 
significant companies, promise to make the 
1992 BTME the best you've seen. 
We'll see you there! 
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WHAT A MACHINE 

CORE DOWN TO NEW DEPTHS WITH 
m 

• Durable - manufactured from heavy materials 
• Low maintenance - few moving parts to go wrong 
• No grease points 
• High output - up to 1.5 acres per hour (TM 1500) 
• Deep coring - aown to 5" 
• Versatile - choice of tine heads 
• Unique mini-tine - frequent use helps control dry patch 

• Very precise hole pattern - up to 1174 per sq. metre 

NEW 1.5 METRE TRACTOR MOUNTED MODEL AVAILABLE JANUARY 1992 

Contact: IAN WADDINGTON 

MULTI'CORE AERATORS LTD. 
229 Higher Meadow, Clayton Le Woods, 

Ley land, Lanes PR5 2RR. Tel/Fax (0772) 451959 

CALL FOR A DEMO TODAY 

On show: who ] 
Exhibitors to date: 
ADAS 
Aitkens Sportsturf 
Askham Bryan College 
Atterton & Ellis Ltd 
Barenbrug 
Becker-Underwood 
Better MethodS-Europe 
Bomford Turner 
British Seed Houses 
C & P Soilcare 
Caird Environmental Group 
CDC 
Cheshire College 
C M W Equipment Co 
D & E Turf Maintenance 
Dixon & Holl iday 
Elmwood College 

Viscount 
Whitelaw 
will open 
exhibition 
Wednesday morning, January 22nd, 
brings the official opening by the Rt. 
Hon. William Whitelaw, President of 
BIGGA, of a wondrous display of 
products and services, aimed exclu-
sively at our industry and presented 
by a larger number of exhibitors 
than ever before. Many exhibitors 
have hinted that BTME will be their 
launching pad for introducing new 
products and services to such an 

Euroturfcare 
Farmura Ltd 
Fenchurch Northern 
Ford N e w Holland 
Fraser Grown Lawn 
Professional 

Fuchsia Exhibition 
& Conference Services 

Gem Professional 
Glen Heat & Irrigation 
Golf Course Services 
Grays Organics 
Greenkeepers Training 
Committee 

Hares of Snape 
Hayters 
Hole in White 
Howard Evans Financial 

exclusively greenkeeper orientated 
audience, and with such a large and 
varied display accessable under 
cover and on a single floor, visitors 
can be assured of evaluating the 
very latest equipment. 

Quality speakei 
An unmistakable air of excitement 

is erupting from those associated 
with the greenkeeping industry's 
greatest annual event, the BIGGA Turf 
Management Exhibition and Seminar 
Programme, to be held in Harrogate 
during January 20th-24th 1992. As 
the day draws near a large number of 
registrations have flooded into the 
Association's headquarters at Aldwark 
Manor, ensuring a spirited pool of par-
ticipants for the biggest and most 
ambitious workshop, seminar and 
exhibition programme ever staged by 
the Association. 

Looking at the schedule of events, 
one cannot fail to be impressed by 
both the substance and the quality of 
speakers chosen and the fascinating 
subjects they will present to audiences 
eager for learned information. 

The educational seminar pro-
gramme brings together speakers who 
will not just educate but also stimulate 
debate within the halls of Harrogate. 
Four workshops take place on the 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Among the speakers are: 

mT'- ft 

l i i * J 
i * V-

Graham 
Phillips: 
Keynote 
speeches will 
help 
delegates 
handle green 
committees 

• Dr Norman W Hummel, Associate 
Professor of Turfgrass Science at Cor-
nell University, currently on leave of 
absence to work for the USGA Green 
Section on a project relating to USGA 
Specifications, and on methods for 
testing construction mixes. Dr Hum-
mel has operated a laboratory at Cor-
nell for testing construction mixes for 
some years and has worked closely 
with architects, contractors and super-
intendents on sand and peat selection. 
In his Educational Workshop, which 
he will present with Stanley Zontek, 
various options for constructing golf 
course greens will be covered, includ-
ing the USGA Specifications for greens 



rou can expect to see 
Services 

Huxleys Grass Machinery 
I/C Distributors 
ICI Professional Products 
Institute of Groundsmanship 
Inter-Seeds 
Inturf Ltd 
Iseki UK Ltd 
Jacobsens 
Johnsons Seeds 
Kubota (UK) Ltd 
Lancashire College 
Lawn Technology 

! Lely UK Ltd 
Lindum Seeded Turf 
Lloyds & Co 
M & M Timber Company 
Maxwel l Hart Ltd 

Multi-Core Aerators 
Oaklands College 
Otterbine Barebo 
Pagoda Space Covers 
H Pattisson & Co Ltd 
Prime Watermen 
Professional Sportsturf Design 
Associates 

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies 
Rhone Poulenc 
Rigby Taylor Ltd 
Rolawn (Turf Growers) 
Rufford Top-Dress 
The Scotts Co 
Saker Leisure 
Sierra UK Ltd 
SISIS Equipment 
Sports Turf Research 

Institute 
Sta-Brite Supplies Ltd 
Supaturf 
Supreme Mowing 
Tacit 
Tillers Turf 
Toro 
Turfmech 
Universal Materials 
Vitax 
Watermation 
Wiedenmann (UK) Ltd 
Wright Rain Ltd. 

# There's still time to book a 
stand space - but you'll have to 
hurry! Call Debbie Savage on 
03473 581. 

The fine turf industries' premier event 

BIGGA Turf Management 
Exhibition and Seminar 
Programme 1992 

Ejects 
John Hacker: 
Passing on 
tips from 
extensive 
and practical 
knowledge of 
golf course 
agronomy 

construction. 
• Stanley Zontek is USGA Green 
Section Director, Mid-Atlantic 
Region, essentially a practical man 
with many years experience of greens 
constructed by different methods. It is 
said that what Stanley doesn't know 
about greens is not worth knowing, 
and he can and will provide a very 
practical overview of the successes 
and failures of greens.. 
• Another dual presentation that 
promises to be hugely entertaining is 
the workshop on Irrigation, tutored 
by Robin Hume of the British Turf 
and Landscape Irrigation Association 
and aided and abetted by David Hal-

ford, Senior Lecturer in Horticultural 
Mechanisation at the Lancashire Col-
lege of Agriculture and Horticulture. 
• A soil scientist, Mike Harbridge 
has specialised in sportsturf and golf 
course soils, rootzones and drainage 
for the past 16 years. As Senior Soil 
Scientist at Myerscough College and 
subsequent independent consultant, 
he has an extensive knowledge of the 
practical problems associated with 
aging drainage and construction sys-
tems which are taken beyond their 
limit by heavy play. 
• After gaining his Diploma in Horti-
culture from Kew, John Hacker spe-
cialised in Applied Plant Physiology 
while studying in the USA. His inter-
est in plant hormones led him to 
study growth regulants in turfgrass, 
whilst working at the University of 
Bath, and eventually to his becoming 
the Senior Sportsturf lecturer at 
Myerscough College. Together with 
Mike Harbridge, John now provides 
agronomy advice on the construction 
and maintenance of golf courses 
under the title banner of Professional 

Sportsturf Design Limited. 
• Dealing with green committee per-
sonnel has never been the easiest of 
tasks for greenkeepers, many of 
whom express frustration at having 
perfectly reasonable proposals turned 
down! Graham Phillips is an experi-
enced presenter with just the answer 
to those frustrations, with many 
major companies such as Shell UK 
testifying to the efficacy of his presen-
tations. Graham's interest in golf has 
intensified over the past years 
through involvement in a regional 
golf newspaper and his keynote 
speeches will reflect some of his expe-
riences within the golf community. 
With a reputation for presenting 
lively, upbeat and enjoyably practical 
presentations, he will help you to 
identify those who constantly oppose 
investment in course and greenkeep-
ing facilities, and will guide the lis-
tener with a series of useful tips and 
strategies that will help in the devel-
opment of a selling story that will 
convince even the toughest 
committee. 

A message from the 
BIGGA Chairman 

As Chairman of the British & 
International Golf Greenkeep-
ers Association, I look forward 
to welcoming you all to the 
BIGGA Turf Management Exhi-
bition and Seminar Programme. 

Both on the exhibition stands 
and in the lecture rooms I'm 
sure you will enjoy renewing 
old friendships and making new 
ones. Harrogate is a welcoming 
and friendly town and those 
who have been before now look 
forward to returning each year. 

I hope to meet many of you 
during the week, either at the 
exhibition stands or at our 
social functions, which past 
experience indicates will once 
again be a forum for a forthright 
exchange of views and opinions 
on our great profession. 

Providing educational oppor-
tunities for greenkeepers is 
now very much to the forefront 
within the game of golf, and 
BIGGA has a leading role to 
play in developing training pro-
grammes which will produce 
well qualified and technically 
sound Course Managers. As 
knowledge increases and tech-
niques improve, the golfer will 
be the ultimate beneficiary of 
better presented and main-
tained golf courses. 

In developing our training 
programmes, we do need sup-
port from our members' golf 
clubs and it is my hope that 
many Green Chairmen, Secre-
taries and club officials will 
take this opportunity to attend 
at Harrogate to see how much 
real and visible progress our 
profession is making. 

Finally, the week at Harro-
gate simply would not happen 
without the support of the 
many trade companies present 
at the Exhibition. To them 
BIGGA expresses its sincere 
thanks for backing the event 
which I feel sure will mark 
another step in BIGGA's devel-
opment. 

Having read about BTME in 
the pages of Greenkeeper Inter-
national, I hope that you will 
follow the trail to Harrogate 
and I look forward to seeing 
you there. 

GEORGE MALCOLM 
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL December 1991 21 



Delicate 
watering...but 

it creates a 

of colour! 

Wright Rain irrigation adds a hidden dimension to the 
appearance of any golf course. The wide choice of pop-up 

sprinklers providing a growing freshness to tees, fairways and 
greens, bringing appreciation from greenkeepers and club 

members alike. 
We offer a total package, including sophisticated control systems, 
which operate automatically to suit the exact requirements of the 

course. 
Our experts will advise on the choice of equipment, complete 

and commission the installation and provide full service support. 
Contact the address below and see how Wright Rain irrigation is 

designed to improve your game. 

See us on Stand B5 at BTME '92 
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RINGWOOD, HAMPSHIRE, 
BH243AS 
Telephone: (0425) 472251 
Fax: (0425) 472258 

The winning 
partnership in 
sports turf 
and amenity 
irrigation 

Rain^BIRD 

D Se E TURF MAINTENANCE 
TURF AERATION 'THE EASY WAY' 

T O R O 
H Y D R O J E C T H I R E 
FOR QUALITY SERVICE 

Contact: Dave Stephenson 
D & E Turf Maintenance, 

St John's Schoolhouse, Central Parade, Shildon, 
Co. Durham DL4 1DL 
Tel: (0388) 772844 

(0836)376944 

+++++NATIONWIDE SERVICE+++++ 

Holè-în 
TM 
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A fast, 
efficient way 
of colouring 
the inside of 
a putting 
hole. 
Supplied 
complete* 

Skinners Farm, 
Eppings Lane, 

Stapleford 
Tawney, 

Romford, 
Essex RM41ST 

Tel: (04028) 435 



BIGGA Executive Director NEIL THOMAS on the background to the big event 

Building BTME 
1992 will see the BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition enter-
ing its fourth year. With an established date in the industry's 
calendar, the Exhibition is looked forward to by exhibitors, 
delegates and attendees alike. 

From the outset, BIGGA saw the need for full consultation 
and co-operation with the industry if the Exhibition was to 
be properly planned and successfully mounted. For the 1991 
Exhibition, three Steering Committee meetings were held 
and a further meeting during the Exhibition assessed rele-
vant feedback. All four meetings were well attended and 
proved an excellent example of BIGGA and companies within 
the industry working together to mutual benefit. A similar 
consultation process is in place for the forthcoming event. 

BIGGA has much appreciated the support and enthusiasm 
displayed by company representatives at these meetings and 
a wide cross-section of the industry is currently represented 
on the Committee. Exhibitors may wish to note that the 
Committee includes representatives of Ransomes, Iseki UK 
Ltd., Rolawn, Kubota (UK) Ltd., Supaturf, Lely (UK) Ltd., 
Toro Irrigation Ltd., ICI Professional Products and Farmura. 
All members of the Steering Committee will be pleased to 
receive views or representations from Exhibiting Companies 
at any time. 

Technical support/consultation is a vital area and a close 
working relationship has been established with both the 
Resort Services Department in Harrogate and the official 
Exhibition Contractor, Joe Manby Ltd., who are a company 
of national repute with the great benefit of being locally 
based in Harrogate. The technical support and expertise 

available has proved invaluable in ensuring a high standard 
of presentation within the Exhibition Halls. Any last minute 
problems experienced by Exhibitors can be attended to with-
out delay by utilising 'in-house' resources. The Exhibitors Kit 
agreed by BIGGA in conjunction with Joe Manby Ltd and 
approved by the Steering Committee is geared to ensuring a 
minimum of 'red tape' for Exhibitors with advice and guid-
ance easily accessible for those companies with queries to be 
resolved. 

The policy from the outset of the Exhibition in 1989 has 
been to encourage a large European presence. In the future, 
the Steering Committee will be examining ways of achieving 
a greater European awareness and will be looking to estab-
lish links with European Greenkeeping Associations as well 
as seeking out local authority contacts. BIGGA now has a 
growing European membership and means will be sought to 
enable BIGGA members in Europe to promote their own 
Exhibition. 

Internationally, the promotion of the Harrogate Exhibition 
is being taken on board particularly through an official 
BIGGA presence and stand at the Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association of America Conference and Exhibition. All 
in all, the Steering Committee believes that the Exhibition 
has much scope for further development and looks forward 
with anticipation to the 1992 event. 
• It's not too late to book your stand space for the 1992 
event - but you'll have to hurry. Contact Debbie Savage, 
BIGGA's Exhibition Officer, on 03473 581/2 or fax 03473-
8864. 

BTME 

The 1992 BTME will 

be an event to 

remember for 

Minchinhampton 

Course Manager 

Laurence Pithie. 

As Britain's first 

Master Greenkeeper, 

Laurence, pictured 

above, will receive 

his certificate from 

BIGGA President, 

Viscount Whitelaw 

Professional Sportsturf Design Associates 

John Hacker • Bill Gillespie • Mike Harbridge 

A COMPLETE AGRONOMIC CONSULTANCY 
SERVICE FOR THE GOLF CLUB and GREENKEEPER 

• Contract Management of Extensions and New Courses 
• Site Management and Problem Diagnosis 
• Technical Advice and Support all year round 
• Soil and Turf Analysis 

For further information contact: 

Mike Harbridge, John Hacker or Bill Gillespie on 
(0772) 884450 or (041) 6431286. Fax: (0772) 884445 
75 Garstang Road, Preston PR1 1LD 

See us on Stand A31 at BTME '92 
AD 
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Practice makes Perfect 
Here at Atterton & Ellis we have 

been making Grinders for over 100 years 
and although we say so ourselves, we 
are rather good at it and our Grinders 
prove it! 

It is hardly surprising that during 
this time we have made Grinders for just 
about every type of cylinder on the 
market and for most of the prominent 
Grounds and Golf Clubs around the 

country. 
In fact, in our work shops at 

the moment we have Express 
Duals ready to go to America - the 
Atterton is well proven on the 
other side of the Atlantic too! 

THE EXPRESS DUAL 
In-situ or separate 
cylinder grinding. 

Our customers tell us 
the reasons we are still in 
demand 100 years on - our dedication to service, the quality of build, the value for money - they all add up to 
the finest Grinders available 
today. 

We have constantly 
changed and adapted our 

manufacturing 
techniques to 
combine the best of yesterday's skills 

THE MASTER 
For fast accurate 
grinding of larger 
cylinders. 

THE ANGLEMASTER 
Bottom blade grinder 
for all machines. 

with the benefits of tomorrow's technology 
But more important than all that we are 

first and foremost Grinding enthusiasts and 
are happy to talk and give advice whatever 
your grinding requirements. 

The Atterton Master leads the field - The 
Express Dual a technological revolution, 
in-situ and separate cylinder grinding - The 
Anglemaster, a bottom blade grinder to 
complement the best in cylinder grinding 
machines. 

AD 
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ATTERTON & ELLIS LTD 
Manufacturers of Fine Grinders for over 100 years 
Iron Works, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8QH. 
Tel: (0440) 702312 Fax: (0440) 712138 



Finding your way to Harrogate 
- by air, road, rail and ferry 

BY AIR: International flights from most 
countries now operate to Manchester Air-
port which is only IV2 hours drive away 
or use London Heathrow and take an 
internal flight direct to Leeds/Bradford 
Airport which is only 13 miles away and 
20 minutes by taxi. There are flights 
every weekday between London 
Heathrow and Leeds/Bradford Airport. 
Direct flights are also available from Ams-
terdam, Belfast, Brussels, Canada, Cardiff, 
Dublin, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Guernsey, 
Isle of Man, Jersey and Paris. 
BY ROAD: Road access is equally conve-ends week 

wi th a laugh Free accommodation booking 

nient whether by car or coach - the 
motorway network incorporating the Ml, 
M5, M6, M62 and A1 are all within easy 
reach of Harrogate. 
BY FERRY: North Sea Ferries have regular 
crossings from both Rotterdam and Zee-
brugge into Hull, 60 miles to the east of 
Harrogate. 

BY RAIL: Due to Harrogate's central loca-
tion it is well served by British Rail con-
nections from all over the country 
including direct Intercity services from 
London King's Cross. 

The week's main social event is to be 
a sumptuous Exhibition Banquet on 
Thursday January 23rd - and fol-
lowing the meal will be entertain-
ment from Norman Collier, one of 
Britain's top comedians. 

Perhaps best known for his hilari-
ous "chicken" routine in the 1970s, 
Norman has delighted thousands of 
people in a glittering showbusiness 
career which has taken him all over 
Britain - and into America. 

Highlights of his career include 
many Royal Charity Galas. 

Norman and his wife live near 
Hull. For relaxation, he enjoys an 
occasional round of golf. 

• BIGGA has again nominated Inntel as the Association's agents for accommoda-
tion booking during the 1992 Education programme and Exhibition. 

Please take advantage of this service: it's efficient, accommodation can be found 
for both exhibitors and delegates - and it's FREE! 

Contact Annie Moncrieff on 0206 211106 (fax 0206 210881) for more details. 
Inntel have access to hotels and guest houses to suit all price ranges. 

Special rates at Exhibition hotel 
• Special room rates for the Old Swan Hotel have been negotiated for BTME 
exhibitors and delegates. They are £59 single or £72 double, including breakfast 
and VAT. For a stay of four nights or more, reduce the rate by £5.00 per night. 
Again, Annie Moncrieff at Inntel is the person to contact for bookings, telephone 
0206 211106. 

The Old Swan will be the venue for pre-Exhibition workshops and the social pro-
gramme. A hospitality room will be open in the evenings where everyone con-
nected with the BTME can meet and relax. 

How to 
save 
t ime and 
money 
Whether an 

exhibitor or 

delegate, you are 

urged to pre-register 

for the event. 

Why should you 

bother? Quite 

simply, you will save 

time and money. A 

reply-paid 

pre-registration 

ticket can be found 

facing Page 36 of 

this magazine. If you 

complete and return 

this ticket to BIGGA, 

you will 

automatically be 

pre-registered, 

handed your 

exhibition catalogue 

and identification 

badge at the 

entrance and 

admitted to the 

Exhibition without 

charge or delay. 

Otherwise, 

admission is by 

catalogue at a 

charge of £2.50 and 

you will have to 

await issue of your 

identification badge. 

P a t t i s s o n 

Manufacturers & Suppliers of 
Golf Course and Driving Range Equipment. 

P r a c t i c e t o j ^ l l C^yect<^r\s\ 

^ e ^ ^C.o p i p í e t e < B ¿ n g e 

Senior Cj&alogue 

PATTISSON & CO LTD 
342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds LU4 8NU 

Tel: 0582 597262. Fax: 0582 505241 
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1 5 0 
GOLF CLUBS! 

...have already been supplied with cockleshell by us for use on their 
paths, including Sunningdale, St Georges, North Hants, Knole Park and 

Gerrards Cross. 

They know how cockleshell... 
...can save time and money 
...doesn't damage mowers 

...always looks clean - especially after rain 
...can be used on all your paths, right up to the edge of the grass 

...can be put directlyonto sand and stays on the surface 

If you didn't know... contact us TODAY for a leaflet and find out how 

you can save up to l7'/2% on our normal prices. 

Deliveries nationwide. 

D E V E N I S H LTD. 
Suppliers of shell sand and top soil 

60 Hambro Hill, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 8DH 
Tel: 0268 743866/7 

O V E R 

100 
YEARS IN BUSINESS! 



AROUND THE 

GREEN 
Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions 

COMING UP 
December 10th: STRI South of England Sem-
inar - The Environmental Impact of Golf Course 
Construction and Management - Hatfield Lodge, 
Hertfordshire. 

January 14th: STRI North of England Semi-
nar - As December 10th - Askham Bryan Col-
lege, York. 

January 20th-21st: BIGGA Seminar Pro-
gramme - Harrogate, Yorkshire. 

January 22nd-24th: BIGGA Turf Manage-
ment Exhibition - Harrogate, Yorkshire. 

February 4th: STRI Ireland Seminar -As 
December 10th - Milltown GC, Dublin. 

February 11th: STRI Wales Seminar - As 
December 10th - Caer Bens Manor, Builth Wells. 

February 12th-19th: GCSAA Exhibition and 
Convention - New Orleans USA. 

March 27th-29th: BIGGA National Education 
Conference - Royal Agricultural College, 
Cirencester. 

April 29th: BIGGA South West and Wales 
Region Trade Show WESTURF '92 - Long Ash-
ton GC, Bristol. 

June 3rd-4th: BALI Trade Show - Stoneleigh, 
Warwick. 

July 16th-19th: The Open Championship -
Muirfield, Scotland. 

August 10th-12th: BIGGA National Golf 
Tournament - Littlestone GC, Kent. 

September 8th-10th: IOG Trade Show -
Peterborough, Northants. 

Section secretaries and correspondents should note 
that the closing date for 'Around The Green' copy is 
the first day of the month preceding publication -
eg. copy for February issue to be received by 
January 1st. This means that section scribes must 
think ahead by at least one clear month and send 
relevant new copy before the appearance of the 
current issue. All out-of-date announcements will 
be rejected. Co-operation in meeting these 
deadlines will be much appreciated. 

BUCKS, BERKS AND OXON 
This column is so up-to-date I've decided to give 
it a title. Various ideas have been tossed around 
and my final choice is 'hot and fresh'. On that 
theme, we have another fine victory to add to 
our list of conquests in 1991, this time perhaps 
our most notable and dangerous, for we beat 
The Section Secretaries by 5 to 1 at Ellesborough 
GC on October 31st. This is something we would 
all like to crow about, but considering it is 
almost wage review time I think it's best that we 
just say how lucky we were and no doubt the 
secretaries will get their own back next year! 
Thanks go to the Ellesborough staff, secretary 
Ken Flint, head greenkeeper Dave Childs, and 
Alma Cheshire for the marvellous catering. Also 
we thank Bob Stewart - for the secretaries - and 
Golf Turf Equipment for the magnificent shield 
donation. 

Our other golf event in October was the 

Autumn Invitation at Sonning GC. It must be 
some sort of justice that over 30 greenkeepers, 
all of whom had been praying for rain over the 
past months, should get so thoroughly soaked 
throughout the day. Never again will I doubt The 
Great Greenkeeper In The Sky! Weather apart, 
the day was a resounding success, thanks in no 
small part to the sterling efforts of our section 
secretary, Bob Woodward, whose tireless work 
made this the smoothest run event we've had 
yet. RESULTS: 1st overall - Colin Vince and 
Andy Elmey, 2nd - Phillip Slater and Paul Wake-
field, 3rd - Bob Woodward and Terry Jackson. 
Best a.m. - John Bevan and Dennis Ellington. 
Best p.m. - Simon Robinson and Owen Cooper. 
Nearest the Pin - Alan Collis (a.m.) and Steve 
Craddock (p.m.). Longest Drive - Ian Pierce 
(a.m.) and Simon Robinson (p.m.) Special 
thanks to Sonning GC, especially secretary Peter 
Williams, Club captain Derrick Howes, who pre-
sented the prizes, and course manager Alan Col-
lis and his staff, for an excellent day. Finally, our 
trade friends from Parkers, Sta-Brite, Rigby Tay-
lor, Pattissons, County Mowers, and Maxwell 
Hart, with a special word of thanks to Bernie 
Wall, who walked round with a score card when 
one of 'ours' decided not to play the second 
round. 

Just a few reminders to tidy things up, with a 
gentle reminder not to forget our Gentlemen's 
Dinner at Frilford in Feb '92. Tickets are avail-

A D A S 
Develop Golf with ADAS 
Cut the complexity of design, construction and after care by using 
ADAS consultancy. A unique combination of knowledge and skills 
including technical, financial and project management. 
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• Environmental Assessment 
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• Drainage Design 
• Irrigation and Water Features 
• Specifications and Tenders 
• Contract Supervision 
• Aftercare 
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Chris Stansfield ADAS Nobel House 
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able but are going fast, so ring Bob now and 
make a reservation. Last may I wish you all a 
very merry Christmas and a fuss-free (or fuzz 
free) New Year. Please make a note of my new 
address and 'phone number, which is: Flat 1, 

. Temple Golf Club, Henley Road, Hurley, Berks. 
SL6 5LH, Tel: 0628- 829208. 

RAY CLARK 

EAST SCOTLAND 
The section held its annual Autumn Tournament 
over the Peebles course on September 10th, with 
bright sunny weather shining kindly upon us. 
Our thanks as always go to the captain and coun-
cil of Peebles for courtesy of the course and club-
house facilities and to the green staff and 
catering personnel for their respective excel-
lence. A total of 46 members, guests and traders 
enjoyed a splendid day, the winners being: 
Scratch - G D Thomson, Goswick, 1st Class - S 
Melville, Lothianburn, 2nd Class - A Wyllie, 
Newbattle, 3rd Class - N Stalker, Torphin, Vet-
eran - G Stavert, Peebles, Aggregate - S Dixon, 
Newbattle, Fourball - R Thomson and G Stavert, 
Peebles. 

A presentation was made to one of our senior 
members upon his retirement, S Dixon present-
ing an inscribed clock to George Stavert from the 
section and wished him a long and happy retire-
ment. George has been a member of the section 
since 1967 and although asked on many occa-
sions, he always declined to hold office. There 
have, however, been few occasions when George 
has not appeared at our events and we all wish 
him well. 

The William Woods Memorial Trophy took 
place at Swanston GC on October 3rd, a howling 
gale greeting us on arrival and remaining 
throughout the day. Needless to say, scores were 
on the high side and local knowledge helped in 
the end, with Swanston GC being the eventual 
victors. Our thanks to the captain and committee 
for course courtesy, Chris and his staff for the 
course preparation and the catering staff for 
grand food. Let's hope the weather can be better 
organised next year! 

The last tournament of the year was the match 
of East Scotland v The North East of England. It 
is always a pleasure to meet our old friends and 
on this occasion victory went to the English. Our 
grateful thanks to Stewart & Co and to Goswick 
GC for making the event one to look forward to 
with keen anticipation. 

On behalf of the chairman and committee, 
may I thank everyone for their support through-
out the year and express the hope that you will 
continue to give us solid support throughout 
1992. I am sure you will air your views at the 
AGM on December 4th at Kingsknowe. Always 
remember that this is your Association and we 
want to run it the way you would want it. 

WILLIE BLAIR 

LONDON 
A good turn-out of 40 members and guests 
descended upon West Herts GC for the London 
section Autumn Tournament on September 30th, 
George Whitby having prepared the course to his 
usual high standards. The competition was 
fiercely competitive, the battle that ensued even-
tually producing a worthy winner in S Cox of 
Abridge G&CC, with 40 Stableford points, hotly 
pursued by M Storey of Hatfield G&CC on 39 
and Norman Exley of Northwood GC on 38 
points. It seems that the administrator for the 
S.E. is making the collection of trophies some-
thing of a habit! Our playing guests were D Ede, 
R Croci and R Drake. 

A London team travelled to Ashridge on Octo-
ber 10th to inflict a 3-1 defeat on a representa-
tive Mid Anglian team. The game was arranged 
to foster closer relationships with our near neigh-
bours and a return invitation was mooted for 
next season. The lovely course at Ashridge lent 
itself perfectly to the very friendly day and was 
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thoroughly enjoyed by all participants. Our sin-
cere thanks to George and his crew for a 
superbly turned-out course. 

There will be a seminar at Aldenham on Feb 
26th, and I hope to see many more of you at this 
and other 1992 scheduled events. Details will 
follow in the next newsletter. My sincere good 
wishes to all our members for Christmas and the 
New Year. 

BRIAN KELLY 

SOUTH WALES 
Our Autumn Tournament was held at Morriston 
GC on September 18th, with numbers down on 
our annual average. The reasons for this drop are 
many and varied and, no doubt, are easily 
explained by the individuals concerned. The 
competition was medal play over 18 holes, with 
scores very 'up and down', though the winner of 
the Presidents Shield, Graham Cox, produced a 
very creditable nett score of 67. The best gross 
score was that of Steven Price with an 83. Sec-
ond nett came Doug Donne with a 76 (on count-
back), Gerwyn Price, also on 76, was in third 
place and Peter Lacey was fourth with 77. 

A raffle was held to swell the coffers and 
resulted in Anthony Smyth winning golf balls, 
with Dennis Jones, Doug Donne and Henry Fry 
all taking away a bottle of something warming. 
This was followed by a lecture evening, first with 
Frank Chute of Modern Maintenance Products 
(MMP) giving a company sales presentation on 
lubricants, greases and fire extinguishers, com-
plete with slides. He also touched on such items 
as industrial glues, adhesives and compounds 
that can be utilised in repairing irrigation piping. 
A sales package prepared specially for green-
keepers is available, those interested should let 
me know. 

Next came Dr Paul Wilson from Agriland, who 
addressed us on the subject of Agrimaster and 
Agriland fertilisers, backing up his talk with 
revealing tests and trials successfully carried out 
by the STRI. 

Our annual match against the South West was 
held at St Pierre on October 3rd, with a tied 
result at three games all resulting in our reten-
tion of the trophy for another year. Our thanks to 
St Pierre management for courtesies received 
and to course manager, David Jones, and his 
staff for making the day so enjoyable. 

Pennard GC was the venue for our seminar on 
October 4th, attracting greenkeepers, local 
authority representatives and green chairmen. A 
total of 80 people attended the John Deere/ 
Power Cut jointly sponsored event, enjoying the 
demonstration of Power Cut machinery on dis-
play and listened spell-bound to a presentation 
by Howard Storey of John Deere on the John 
Deere range and their applications. 

Dr W G Rees, BSc, MA, PhD, FRCS, a soil sci-
entist and former Head of Agricultural Chemistry 
at Glasgow University gave a talk entitled "Grass 
Care Starts with Soil Care", with Neil Squires, 
BSc, closing the meeting with a talk on agron-
omy before chairing a question and answer ses-
sion. 

Our thanks to the Pennard GC committee for 
granting us the facility for this seminar and to 
their secretary for his valuable help in organising 
the mailing of letters to golf Clubs. Additionally, 
thanks to Colin Murphy, Malcolm Rees and Pen-

nard head greenkeeper, Colin Reilly, all of whom 
did sterling work behind the scenes. 

Finally our congratulations to Paul Hopkins 
and Nigel Owens on additions to their family and 
we hope they are coping with the inevitable 
sleepless nights! Our final competition will be 
the Christmas thrash at Pyle and Kenfig on 
December 11th. We'll play for the Vitax Shield 
and follow with our AGM. Arrive by 9.30am 
please. A very merry Christmas to you all. 

PHILIP SWAIN 

NORTH SCOTLAND 
The decision to change our 1991 lottery format, 
running it on the World Match Play proved to be 
very successful. Almost all members sold their 
tickets and made it the best section money spin-
ner thus far. This is vital for the continued run-
ning of the section, providing as it does the 
means to keeps prices down and provide support 
in sending three delegates to BTME in January. 
For the first time since our lottery began, the 
major prizes were won by greenkeepers, with 
Robbie Allan of Hazlehead GC drawing Seve 
Ballesteros and winning £100 and Steven Sulli-
van of Craigiehill GC drawing Nick Price for sec-
ond place. Other prize winners were: 3rd (£50) 
M Donald, 21 Windford Rd, Mastrick, Aberdeen. 
4th (£40) I Ross c/o Tain GC. Others winning 
£20 each were S McPherson, c/o Mathew Gloag, 
Perth. S Hay, 4 Prunier Place, Peterhead. E 
Urquhart, 4 Ness Hs., Fortrose and I Thom c/o 
Westhill Inn. The £10 winners were: A Low, c/o 
Westhill Inn. J Sweeney, Birkenhill, Elgin. Kat-
rina Foster c/o Donside Paper, Aberdeen, and I 
Phillips, 22 Harley St. Stoke. 

Plans are afoot to stage a conference, similar 
to that of last year in Aberdeen. Our hope is that 
it will be staged at the Dundee College of Further 
Education around Nov/Dec 1992, with atten-
dance fees again being held to a very reasonable 
level. The committee would welcome any fresh 
ideas for speakers. 

GORDON MOIR 

NORTH EAST 
The now traditional four-ball matches against 
our arch rivals - the East of Scotland section -
took place at Goswick GC on October 8th. The 
result was a close affair until the very last match, 
with our North East team finally making it with a 
3 1/2 to 2 1/2 result. Our thanks to Goswick GC, 
George Thompson and his staff for splendid 
preparation and to the captain of Goswick for 
presenting the prizes. Finally a special thanks to 
Stewarts of Edinburgh for sponsoring the compe-
tition yet again. Results (S. E. players named 
first): G Lauder & I Johnson beat G Wood & G 
Thompson 2 &1. B Wilson & G Atkinson halved 
with S Greenwood & W Blair. J Richardson & S 
Cram beat J Neilsen and R Dugan, 1 up. P Robi-
son & K Ruthford lost to R Bullock & S Melville, 
5 & 4. C Parkinson & R Black lost to P Bowden & 
A Holmes, 5 & 4. S Pope & A Wright beat S 
Dixon & C Yeaman, 2 & 1. 

JIMMY RICHARDSON 

SHEFFIELD 
May I apologise to section members for lack of 
news over the past two months. This was due to 
a misunderstanding over deadline dates, which I 
kept missing! Now this is sorted out I * 28 



27 promise to keep you well posted. 
To bring you up to date with past happenings, 

I shall first congratulate myself on winning the 
Autumn Tournament at Brough. For this event 
we extend thanks to The Club and to John Price 
and Yorkshire Mowers for sponsoring the event 
again. Let us wish them good fortune in their 
new venture in becoming Ransomes Agents. 
With immediate effect, and already having 
started with the Brough event, we shall run an 
optional putting competition to raise funds for 
the section. At Brough we raised £10.50 and 
thank Brian Booth of Rigby Taylor for donating a 
snazzy golf umbrella as first prize. 

Now let me move on to a 'hearty congratula-
tions' for the Northern team on winning Team 
Iseki for the second time in three years and lift-
ing the individual prize for the second successive 
year. Well done, lads! 

Our winter lecture programme continues, 
meeting on the first Thursday of each month at 
Thrybergh GC, Rotherham. Come on, lads, let's 
support these lectures and have a large turn-out, 
they are meant just for you. May I finally wish 
Steve Burroughs (formerly of Hutchins Ltd) all 
the best on setting up in business. Good Luck, 
Steve. That's it for this month, though I hope I'll 
see you all at the Wortley Christmas Competi-
tion. A very Merry Christmas and New Year to 
one and all. 

IAN COLLETT 

DEVON & CORNWALL 
The first meeting in our Autumn and Winter pro-
gramme was held at Carlyon Bay Hotel on Octo-
ber 23rd, the golfing 'set' tackling the 
challenging course in quest of the Hunt Trophy, 
whilst our non-golfing members enjoyed their 
now customary course walk. The results were: 
1st - B Ridge way, Fingle Glen GC, 40 points. 2nd 
- S Dymond, St Enedoc, 39. 3rd - T Martin, 
Torquay, 36. 

Our thanks to Don Hunt of Roffeys for kindly 
donating and presenting the golfing prizes, also 
to Brian Summers and his team, who prepared 
the course to such excellence. A special thanks 
must go to the Brend family, who kindly allowed 
us the use of their hotel and golf course. 

The water diviner, Don Wilkins, was our after 
lunch speaker, entertaining us in an intriguing 
fashion with his delightful Cornish humour and 
tales of water divining over many decades. Don 
brought with him a selection of divining rods 
and many of our members tested their skills -
with varying degrees of success! Don's talk was a 
resounding success, our best ever, and we again 
thank him most sincerely. 

Our first new year meeting will be the Section 
Seminar at Fingle Glen (near Exeter) on 
Wednesday Jan 15th. The format will begin with 
nine holes over Fingle Glen, followed after lunch 
by Neil Baldwin of the STRI, who will present a 
paper on Wetting Agents and Dry Patch. I'll take 
this opportunity to wish you all a happy Christ-
mas and successful new year. 

RICHARD WHYMAN 

MID ANGLIA 
Rounding off our year, we must give heartfelt 
thanks to the generosity of Woburn's Alex Hay, 
along with the Club's fine team of greenkeepers 
so ably master-minded by the irrepressibly 
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enthusiastic Neil Whittaker, for providing the 
perfect ending to our golfing season on October 
30th. The great attraction of playing both the 
Duke and Duchess courses proved irresistible to 
a full field of greenkeepers and was undoubtedly 
a most fitting season finale. Woburn was at its 
autumnal best, wreathed in the colourful tints 
that only Mother Nature can provide, and in a 
condition that would have brought reams of 
praise in the golfing press had ours been a PGA 
Tour event. Though we are not Tour players, we 
can and do appreciate such excellence and our 
vote is clearly stamped - NEIL WHITTAKER. 
Casting an expert eye over both courses, one 
could not fail to admire the architectural excel-
lence of the late Charles Lawrie, whose design 
career spanned an all-too-brief span, cut short by 
his untimely death at the age of 53. There is little 
doubt that the Duke & Duchess courses were his 
greatest legacies. 

So another year of fixtures is over, a new com-
mittee has been elected, and I am bowing out 
gracefully by taking this opportunity to thank all 
those who have made my spell as secretary so 
very enjoyable. Throughout the year we have 
been very well supported by so many members 
and traders that to thank them individually 
would take up too much space. I would be 
bound to miss someone out and rather than risk 
unintentional omission, I give a hearty thanks to 
one and all for continued support, which is much 
appreciated. 

All that remains is for me to wish everyone a 
happy Christmas and to ask that you continue to 
support YOUR section, which belongs to you, 
you know. 

GEOFF SMITH 

MIDLANDS 
The warm welcome given to us at the recent 
Open Day of Brockton Golf Club was much 
appreciated, with many Midland section mem-
bers commenting on how much they enjoyed the 
event. 

During the winter we plan to hold two lec-
tures, in January and March, and members will 
be advised more fully in our new fixture list, 
which is due in December. May I take this oppor-
tunity of reminding you all of the all important 
AGM, which will take place at Edgbaston Golf 
Club on December 16th, starting at 3pm. Please 
try and attend. 

DEAN CLEAVER 

NORTH WEST 
How are things in the North West? One can only 
assume that there are no problems, and that 
everyone is happy. How do I arrive at this 
assumption? Simply by recalling the North West 
Section AGM, which was held at Bury Golf Club 
on October 24th, which called for our member-
ship of 335 greenkeepers to attend. From this 
figure of 335 only 16 people turned up, eight of 
which were members of the committee! Whilst 
being delighted that the committee appear to be 
running the section to the satisfaction of our 
members, this was by every standard a very poor 
attendance. 

Prior to our AGM, Peter Jefford of Ruffords 
Top Dress Supplies gave us an interesting and 
most informative talk on top dressings and how 
to choose the right product. How nice it would 

have been to see more members present, espe-
cially as Peter had given freely of his own time to 
be with us. 

Arrangements are in hand for the preparation 
of a 1992 calendar of events, and once dates are 
finalised all members will receive a complete fix-
ture list. That's it for now, save wishing you all a 
very merry Christmas and a prosperous new 
year. 

BERT CROSS 

CLEVELAND 
The start of our autumn fixtures began on Octo-
ber 1st with the Autumn Invitation at Woodham 
G&CC, Our thanks to the management of Wood-
ham for the use of the course and to Mark 
Hodgeson and his staff for presenting the course 
in such good order - especially so following a 
season of heavy play. RESULTS: 1st - A Naisbitt 
and M Ruddick, 40 points. 2nd - D Croacher and 
D Darby, 36 points. 3rd - M Hodgeson and K 
Watson, 34 points. 4th - R McCabe and D 
Telford, 32 points. Thanks to our main sponsor, 
Mr Alan Goodchild, and to all trade and golf 
Clubs who contributed prizes. Please continue to 
support future events. 

ROGER SHAW 

EAST ANGLIA 
This report will start in the summer and finish 
with a merry Christmas, such is the time span to 
catch up. First to Stowmarket GC in August, a 
lovely course and a record turn-out. Warm wel-
come from John Daul, Stowmarket Captain, who 
also presented prizes and won nearest the pin on 
the 18th (8'3"). Bob Chapman was actually 2' 
away, but his shot was off the 1st tee - good old 
Bob! The longest drive was won by Peter (John 
Daly) Howard. RESULTS: (handicap 0-18) 1st 
Alan Carter (32 on countback), 2nd Sam 
Sylvester 32, 3rd Ranald McNeil 31. (handicap 
19-28) 1st Paul Fletcher 38, 2nd Steve Pigott, 
3rd Richard Mitchell. Guest: John Riches 36. It 
was nice to see a few more players from Norfolk 
and our thanks to Stowmarket GC for a grand 
day out. 

Our congratulations to Ranald McNeil on his 
course management appointment at Quietwaters 
and on fathering a baby girl. Also to Steve Den-
ton and Mike Fance, both with new babies, Steve 
a daughter and Mike a son. 

Next to Gog Magog in October, a record break-
ing turn-out of 70, players coming from as far 
afield as Sussex and Surrey. The course was in 
good 'nick', as was the meal, and the awards 
went as follows: RESULTS - Scratch, Peter 
Howard 78 gross. Handicap 0-18 - 1st Stephen 
Patison 37, 2nd Stephen Cox 36, 3rd Stephen 
Freestone 34. Handicap 19-28 - 1st Stephen Pig-
ott 41, 2nd Richard Mitchell 39, 3rd Ernie Hart 
33. Longest Drive - Steve Dickinson (300 yards) 
Nearest the Pin - Dave Wilkinson (4'6"). Guest 
prizes: 1st John Jackson 42, 2nd Harry Shelley 
39. Prizes donated by Rhone Poulenc, SISIS, 
Rigby Taylor, Cowies, Ransomes, Colliers and 
Ernest Doe. Our thanks to all the trade members 
for their support. 

There were reports of slow play and in future 
a penalty will be imposed on offenders (docked 
shots). The captain of Gog Magog offered a good 
closing speech, welcoming us back and saying he 
had never stood before so many greenkeepers 
before - except at the Club's AGM! Nice one, 
captain, and our thanks for a grand day out. 

I said I would end with a merry Christmas, so 
to all East Anglian section members, wherever 
you are, a merry Christmas. 

MICK LATHROPE 

KENT 
It is always a great pleasure to play Knole Park, 
and our Autumn Tournament played there on 
October 8th was once again a fabulous day. I 
have to admit that for many years it has been 
one of my personal favourites. The course was 



prepared to the very highest order by Andy 
Arthur and his merry men and I hope he will 
pass on our thanks to the staff for their excep-
tional hospitality. 

The morning play produced some pretty 
unspectacular scoring, due perhaps to the super 
slick putting surfaces. Our thanks to Sta-Brite 
and Chris Sharp for donating the new Sta-Brite 
shield and handsome trophy, awarded to the 
medal winner, John Rootes with a nett 69. John 
was followed closely was Steve Phillips with 70 
and Malcolm Arthur with 71. The scratch prize 
was won by Ian Rawlings. 

The afternoon saw a three man Texas Scram-
ble played, with much better golf and won (not 
unsurprisingly by the rest of us) with a gross 67 
by the Rootes, Rawlings, Stapley combination. 
Personally, I feel the man responsible for 'arrang-
ing' the teams has much to answer for and I am 
still pressing for a stewards enquiry. Why did 
nearly all the teams have a combined handicap 
of around 50, with my team on 64? A credit here 
to my partners Bernie Sturdy and Bernie Dib-
hams for a battling 73. I must apologise for the 
initial confusion over handicaps and the missing 
raffle tickets, but as some may know, these were 
in John Millen's hands and he was away on Joint 
Golf Course Committee business. I have never 
seen such an expression of relief as that on David 
Wood's face when the mislaid cheque book 
finally surfaced! Perhaps the highlight of the day 
was the presentation of awards by Knole Park's 
greatest son, Sam King. Sam is a pro from the 
great days of golf and played in the Ryder Cup 
during the 30s and 40s. His list of achievements 
are legendary and best listed by David White, 
who spent an hour with Sam in totally spell-
bound admiration. All I can say is that it was a 
great honour to be at his table during dinner and 
to listen to his recounted tales of an illustrious 
golfing career. 

I was delighted to read that the winner of the 
GCSAA Trip to New Orleans was John Atkins, 
head greenkeeper at Chestfield GC. I dispute the 
term 'lucky' winner, for there is none more 
deserving of this splendid trip of a lifetime. John 
was a former Kent section secretary in the old 
BGGA and EIGGA days and as some may know, 
does not enjoy the best of health and fitness that 
we take for granted. John is not one who would 
wish me to elaborate, but I must add that he and 
his staff do a superb job at Chestfield and my 
artisan members, who make regular visits, 
always speak highly of the condition. 

On the subject of Chestfield, this prompts the 
view that many courses in Kent are under threat 
of alteration and perhaps those working on the 
courses might elaborate on the changes. We have 
Chestfield and Heme Bay at threat from dual 
carriageways and re-routing of the Thanet Way, 
Gillingham threatened from an Isle of Grain 
relief road and now Rochester and Cobham from 
the 'good old' Channel Tunnel Rail Link, not to 
mention Sittingbourne and Cobham Manor that 
are already making way for larger road routes -
and they say that golf courses damage the envi-
ronment! I would include Barnhurst on the casu-
alty list after seeing the proposed alterations 
(desecrations) of the course, submitted to the 
council by a well known architect/constructor, 
supposedly to speed up play and 'modernise'. 
Granted the course requires playing in a different 
order, some enlargements to tees are necessary 
and some reconstruction and reinstatement is 
required to many of the bunkers if it is to with-
stand the rigours of modern golfing traffic. All 
this work was already planned, in sympathy with 
the established course and its environment. That 
stated, many Barnhurst players see the new pro-
posals as vandalism, amounting to wiping the 
slate clean and starting again. To put the 'alter-
ations' into perspective, the current nine holes 
are all that remain of the original 18, a ladies 
championship course laid out by James Braid for 
£12,000 in 1903. For many years it was regarded 
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as the sister course to Royal Blackheath. Rather 
than being lost to tarmac and steel, Barnhurst 
may well be lost to bureaucracy, the quick buck 
and the USGA spec! 

PAUL COPSEY 

SOUTH COAST 
This year it was again our privilege that Jacobsen 
Limited, with Jenman Engineering and Vitax 
Home and Garden Products, provided the gener-
ous prizes for our Autumn Meeting at Hockley 
Golf Club. The meeting proved very successful, 
with 45 players battling for honours. An addi-
tional prize was donated by New Forest Garden 
Machinery, and handed to Terry Patchin, the 
head greenkeeper of the host Club. The coveted 
Jacobsen Trophy was on display for most of the 
day, with members keen to get good scores on 
the board in their efforts to win the event. 

The morning Greensome provided excitement, 
with Joe Newman and Robert Woodward 
(Downshire) scoring 40 and Phil Ryder and War-
wick Everett (The Army) scoring 39. This left no 
doubt in the minds of other players as to the 
eventual winners. However, following similar 
scores from different players in the afternoon 
Foursomes, Jeremy Norris and Mark Walker 
(The Army) and Brian Forder and George Gale 
(Southampton/Romsey), the outcome was far 
from settled. Soon it became apparent that Joe 
and Robert had 'done enough' with their after-
noon 34 to clinch the trophy by just three points. 
How nice it was to see some of 'The Trade' play-
ing with greenkeepers - Dave Rogers of Sta-
Brite, David Haskell of Parkers and Mark Wilton 
of Rigby Taylor - with representatives of our 
sponsors remaining for the dinner and present-
ing prizes to the worthy winners. RESULTS: The 
Jacobsen Trophy to Joe Newman and Robert 
Woodward 40+34=74. Second: Brian Forder 
and George Gale 32+39=71. Third: Jeremy Nor-
ris and Mark Walker 30+40=70. Other prizes 
were awarded for 'surviving' scores from the 
morning and afternoon rounds as follows: 
Greensome: Phil Ryder and Warwick Everett, 39. 
Foursome: Brian Newcombe and Derrick Todd, 
34. Our thanks to Joe Burdett for the above 
report and for organising our tournaments in 
such a professional manner. 

The January Winter Lecture will be at Came 
Down GC on January 15th, the speaker being 
Peter Jefford, addressing the subject of top dress-
ing treatments. The talk will begin at 2pm and 
refreshments will be available with the speaker's 
compliments. Stephen Pell, head greenkeeper at 
Came Down, will welcome you and is eager for a 
grand turn-out. This is an opportunity for mem-
bers in the west of our section to meet other 
members and guests will be most welcome. We 
shall be returning to this part of England for our 
Spring Tournament, which is at the Weymouth 
GC on Thursday, May 28th. 

Finally, as 1991 draws to a close, I wish all 
members a very happy Christmas and a prosper-
ous New Year. 

BOB DENNIS 

NORTHERN 
The final golf event of 1991 was held on a blus-
tery day at Garforth GC, made the more pleasant 
by the appearance of two Northern section mem-
bers who have been ill recendy: Mick Hegarty of 

Cobble Hall and Garforth's very own Colin Gar-
nett. Both looked fit and well. The contest was 
won by Graham Wilson, with Edwin Walsh sec-
ond. In the second division Les Nelson, Graham 
Oxley and Mick Bryant collected prizes, with 
Philip Palmer and Derrick Batty victors in cate-
gory three. 

The Eclectic Trophies, played for over our 
Spring, Summer and Autumn Tournaments, 
went to Mick Bryant for the over-50s and Mick 
Lealman for the under-25s. Very many thanks to 
all at Garforth for extending such a warm wel-
come to us all. 

Our lecture evenings are now underway, the 
first being an informative talk by Eddie Sims and 
his team from Par 4. A good audience attended, 
which included some very welcome new young 
faces. Thanks to everyone for coming and I hope 
to see many of you again in the future. The next 
lecture is on January 15th - Munro's on Spraying 
- and a Quiz and Social Evening with colleagues 
from the IOG at Headingley Cricket Club on 
February 11th. 

We are again having a trip this year - to 
Lloyds of Letchworth - and with many names 
already listed for this one, a booking now may 
save later disappointment. Cost about £10. 

On a serious note, the misuse of a BIGGA 
membership card has been brought to the com-
mittee's attention. Members MUST realise that 
this will not be tolerated and action will be taken 
to stop any repetition. Please keep your cards to 
yourselves. 

I am happy to finish with some good news -
Nick Faram, long serving assistant at Baildon GC, 
finally tied the knot in November. Very best 
wishes to Nick and Betty, and to all our members 
a merry Christmas. 

BOB LUPTON 

SOUTH EAST REGION 
(Surrey Section) 
It was the Surrey Section's honour to host the 
4th S.E. Region Seminar recently at Merrist 
Wood College, graced by the presence of 
BIGGA's National Chairman, George Malcolm, 
and Executive Director, Neil Thomas, together 
with splendid contributions from seven lively 
speakers - all of whom contributed towards an 
enjoyable and highly educational day, made 
even better by an encouragingly high turn-out of 
members. 

The morning session concentrated mainly 
upon the matter of ecology and conservation, 
opening with a combined address given by 
Jonathan Adey and Desmond Hobson of Envi-
ronmental Golf Services, this followed by ICI's Dr 
David Riley, who opened our eyes to the huge 
investment made in order that pesticides may be 
safely available. 

This was followed by Dr Rob McGibbon, 
whose concern for the vanishing heathlands and 
disappearance of heather was shared by many 
greenkeepers. All is not lost however, for with 
the odd bulldozer and chainsaw the heather seed 
(which has been in the ground for 50 years or 
more) will still germinate if given the right con-
ditions. 

One good talk deserves another, and this led 
to the last public appearance in England for 
some time of our own Phil Baldock, soon to join 
Royal Portrush as their head greenkeeper. * 30 



AROUND THE 

GREEN 
29 * Phil's talk concentrated on the practical 
side of conservation, and with the help of slides 
Phil showed the sound results achieved at Hank-
ley Common following a calculated conservation 
programme over the past years. 

A substantial roast luncheon followed, with 
Jack McMillan opening the post prandial session 
by telling us of his experiences in Europe, with 
emphasis on his recent 'French Connection'. This 
did not stop Jack from hopping back across the 
channel occasionally, expounding upon his well 
known views of winter play and the stress factor 
involved for both course and greenkeeper! 

The final speaker of the day was our Executive 
Director, Neil Thomas, who presented a compre-
hensive paper on the present and possible future 
prospects for our Association. Stressing the need 
to 'get out and generate more support', this was 
seen as the way for us to capitalise on the terrific 
progress made over the past few years, years in 
which BIGGA has taken the initiative in green-
keeper training and education, whilst other golf-
ing bodies have been content to talk a lot and do 
very little. 

The seminar closed with Chris Marden, the SE 
Region Chairman, thanking all speakers and 
sponsors and giving no small praise to those 
members who by their attendance had made the 
day successful. 

The Surrey Section committee acknowledge 
and thank the following sponsors for their gener-

ous support, each in their way contributing to 
our success: CMW, Charterhouse Turf Machinery 
Ltd, T Parker & Sons Ltd, Ian Kerry, Huxley's, 
RFE Turf Machinery Ltd, SISIS and Watermation 
Ltd. 

Forthcoming events for 1992 include a winter 
lecture on Chainsaw Use and Safety, to be held 
at Walton Heath GC on Jan 15th, the Regional 
Gentlemen's Dinner, also at Walton Heath, on 
March 13 th and the Spring Tournament at Fox-
hills GC on April 29th. Finally, a most welcome 
return to New Zealand GC for the Cresta Cup on 
June 8th. 

Our annual 'knock-out' competition for the 
Huxley Bowl has been concluded with a fine win 
(for the third time!) by Alex Armitage and Paul 
Weston, beating Paul Mayne and Mike Oram on 
the last green after 36 closely contested holes. 
The winners afterwards celebrated with cham-
pagne in the clubhouse of Richmond GC. May I 
take this opportunity to wish ALL members a 
merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

CLIVE OSGOOD 

SOUTH WEST & WALES REGION 
None can deny that the now well established 
annual S.W. & Wales Regional Seminar, staged 
recently at Cannington College and master-
minded by Gordon Child, is anything but a great 
success. The simple fact that the event was a 
complete sell-out speaks volumes for both organ-

RECRUITMENT 

isational ability and regional enthusiasm, each 
complementing the other. 

The event was sponsored by Modus T Sys-
tems, whose sales director must have been grati-
fied to have such a large and captive audience to 
view the system machinery on display in the col-
lege grounds, and it was a Modus T presenta-
tion which opened the proceedings. This was 
followed by an enthusiastic slide presentation -
marred perhaps by a less than perfect projector 
more suited to a smaller and darker room - but 
nevertheless showing some marvellous slides of 
flora and fauna, with the presenter making an 
impassioned plea to keep the rough rough and 
for greenkeepers to conserve wild life. If I may 
make one minor comment, Allan Mitchell should 
qualify his plea with sound reasons, for example 
what might happen if the rough is cut back dras-
tically or how one might convince a green com-
mittee of the merits of such conservational acts. 
After all, too much rough and dense under-
growth rapidly increases the probability of 
already tiresome four hour plus rounds! 

Eric Shiel is thoroughly enjoying his job of pro-
moting the Joint Golf Course Committee and the 
new way forward, and it is heartening to learn 
that golfers will have to buckle under in order 
that the new generation of greenkeeping special-
ists may be thoroughly and competently trained. 
That he was preaching to the converted might 
have seemed apparent, yet it was depressing to 
learn from a show of hands that only a handful 
had even heard of 'The Way Forward' document 
and even fewer had actually read it! From the 
floor came a comment that because of the critical 
comments in the document regarding archaic 
Club committee methods, many secretaries had 
seen that it was effectively suppressed, this giv-
ing food for much thought. 

At his fire-eating best, Jim Arthur was to have 
presented an uncontroversial paper but was 
prompted to re-write, telling us that having been 
brain-washed earlier at the week-end into 38 

invite applications for the position of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must have suitable qualifications and 
experience in all aspects of course and man 
management, including a thorough knowledge of 
modern machinery and irrigation systems. 

A extremely attractive package, including help 
with accommodation if necessary, is offered, and 
will not be a barrier in attracting the right 
candidate. 

This position presents the successful candidate 
with the opportunity of further advancement 
within this ambitious, forward-thinking organisa-
tion which has substantial plans for expansion in 
the future. 

Applications in writing to: 
THOULSTONE PARK GOLF CLUB LIMITED 
Chapmanslade, Nr. Westbury, Wilts BA13 4AQ 

A 27-hole golf course in Germany 
requires a fully qualified 

GREENKEEPER 
for March 1992. 

This course is only six months old and is in the vicinity 
of a castle. The golf course requires expertise and care to attain 

championship standard. 
Salary will be negotiated between owner and greenkeeper. 

Please send a curriculum vitae and photograph to: 
Graf 2U Rantzau, Schloss Breitenburg, 

2210 Breitenburg, Germany 
or telephone 04828 293 

of fax 04828 1540 

^ T l O 

This successful and expanding 
company has a vacancy for an 
energetic person, with experi-
ence in all aspects of the irriga-
tion business, to be involved in 

past and present projects in a 
pleasant working atmosphere. 

Applicants must apply in writing with 
^ full up to date CV to: 

Contracts Manager, Par 4 (Irrigation) Limited, Unit 18, 
Camp Hill Close, Dallamires Lane, Ripon, 
North Yorkshire HG41TT IRRIGATION PRODUCTS 



THE COLNE VALLEY GOLF COMPANY LIMITED 
is seeking a top flight 
GOLF COURSE MANAGER 
at their wholly owned Buckinghamshire Golf Club, 

This post will give the successful applicant a unique opportunity to set new standards in British Golf Course Management. 

The 18 Hole Course, which is of a Parkland nature, has been designed by John Jacobs and constructed to a high specification by 
Southern Golf Club Co Ltd. The Club is situated 20 miles west of London in the village of Denham and will open in July 1992. 

First class resources have been provided to enable the Course Manager achieve his goals in Course Maintenance and 
presentation. These resources include a staff of sixteen, the latest Greenkeeping and Administration hardware all housed in 
purpose designed and built facilities. 

The Course Manager will be seen, and operate as a vital member of the Management team, (this is not a job for someone who 
enjoys management by club committee), and will contribute fully to the commercial and general success of the golfing facility. 

Below are listed the attributes that will make you suitable for this post: 

• Minimum of twelve years greenkeeping experience. 
• Five years are a Course Manager/Head Greenkeeper. 
• City and Guilds Golf Greenkeeping and Turf management Phases I, II and III. 
• Some form of formal management training. 
• Highly self motivated. 
• Have an interest in staff training and the furtherence of your profession. 
• Want to be or already are highly respected by your peers. 
• Articulate with an even temperament. 

Now that you have read this far and feel this is the job for you, then please write to the address below enclosing your detailed 
Career Resume. 

As you are already planning your future you will also need something to live on. As this post demands a high class professional, 
the remuneration package will match it. Recommended rates will not form a limiting factor if you are the right person for the job. 

Mr B V Morgan, Colne Valley Golf Company Ltd., Grove House, 248a Marylebone Road, London NW1 6JZ. 

Business Development Executive 
AMENITY AND FORAGE GRASSES 

HEVER 
G O L F . C L U B 

pic 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Opening in Spring 1992, Hever Golf Club 

is one of the finest 18 hole parkland courses in 
the South. T h e course has been built to the 
highest specifications in the magnificent setting 
of the Astor Estate adjacent to Hever Castle 
in Kent. 

Applications for the post of Head 
Greenkeeper are now'invited. The applicant 
must be of the highest calibre and have suitable 
qualifications and experience in every aspect 
of course and budget management combined 
with the ability to motivate and direct staff. 

On-course accommodation is provided 
together with a negotiable package reflecting 
B I G G A recommendations. 

Apply in writing with full 
C.V. to: Hever Golf Club, 
Hever, Kent T N 8 7NG. 

We are currently one of the UK's fastest growing 
agricultural seeds distributors. Shortly, we shall be a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the internationally known 
Netherlands based plant breeders, Cebeco Zaden BV. 
We have exclusive distribution rights in the UK on the 
excellent range of their amenity and forage grasses. 

There is an unusual opportunity within this lively 
environment for an enterprising person to develop this 
special part of our business. The job will demand a 
candidate with a good working knowledge of the turf and 
agricultural grass markets and an ability to quickly create 
an even more profitable business sector based on the 
present outstanding and ongoing list of varieties. The 
remuneration will be in line with responsibilities outlined 
and the skills of the appointed candidate. 

Apply in writing, in the strictest confidence, giving full 
career details to: 
Julie Taylor, Company Secretary. 

SEED INNOVATIONS LTD 
Commercial and Technical Centre, Barrowav Drove, 
Downham Market, Norfolk PE38 OAR. 



P E N R I T H 

GOLF CLUB 
requires a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 
Applicants should be fully qualified and 

have ability to motivate staff. 

The position will become vacant in the 
spring of 1992. 

Salary is negotiable. No 
accommodation is available. 

Application with full CV to: 

The Secretary, Penrith Golf Club 
Salkeld Road, Penrith 
Cumbria, CA11 8SG 

Tramore 
Golf Club 

Applications are invited for the post of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
from persons of proven ability with 
appropriate qualifications and appropriate 
experience in all aspects of course 
maintenance related to a Championship 
parkland course. 

The ability to control costs sensibly and 
motivate staff are essential together with an 
eye for great attention to detail. 

This is an exceptional opportunity for the 
right candidate. Salary negotiable according 
to qualifications and previous experience. 

This is a live out position. 

Please reply in writing in strictest confidence 
to: 

The Secretary/Manager 
Tramore Golf Club 

Newtown Hill 
Tramore, CO. Waterford 

LEIGH GOLF CLUB 
requires a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Appl icat ions are invited f rom exper ienced 
Greenkeepers who have the appropr ia te 
qualif ications and can demonstrate a sound 
knowledge of course main tenance and 
good organisational skills, preferably gained 
on a parkland course. 

The successful applicant will be expected to 
have the abil i ty to mot ivate staff and 
operate within a planned budget, and have 
an eye for attention to detail. 

Salary negotiable, according to exper ience 
and qualif ication. 

Appl icat ion in writ ing with a full CV should 
be sent to: 

Mr G D Riley 
Secretary, Leigh Golf Club 

Kenyon Hall 
Culcheth, Warrington 

Cheshire WA3 4BG 

jHuiberrp mi ciub 

invites application for the position of 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants should have a thorough knowledge 
of modern greenkeeping techniques in 
particular in relation to an inland course, with 
wide experience of use and maintenance of 
machinery, equipment and watering systems. 
Ability to manage staff, organise and 
participate in work programmes will be 
essential. 

Salary, negotiable according to qualifications 
and experience will not be a limiting factor. 

Applications in writing with a full CV should 
be sent to: 

The Secretary/Manager, Muskerry Golf Club, 
Carrigrohane, Co Cork 



DELAMERE FOREST GOLF CLUB LTD. 

COURSE MANAGER 
Applications are invited for the new post of 

Course Manager on this prestigious heathland 

course. 

The successful applicant will be qualified to at 

least City and Guilds Phase 3 level, have at least 

five years previous experience as a Head 

Greenkeeper at an 18 hole course and be fully 

conversant with the specific needs of a heathland 

golf course. Consideration will also be given to 

mature applicants who have proven experience of 

managing golf courses and greenkeeping staff but 

may not have taken formal qualifications. 

An excellent package will be negotiated with the 

successful candidate. 

Apply in writing with full CV to: 

The Captain, Delamere Forest Golf Club, 

Delamere, Northwich, Cheshire CW8 2JE. 

DUDLEY GOLF CLUB 
require a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants must be fully experienced 

in all aspects of modern greenkeeping, 

use and maintenance of machinery 

and staff supervision. 

Salary negotiable. Accommodat ion 

available. 

Please telephone or wri te for an 

application form to: 

The Secretary, Dudley Golf Club Limited, 
Turner's Hill, Rowley Regis, Warley, 

West Midlands B65 9DP 

Tel: 0384 233877 

GREENKEEPERS AND COURSE MANAGERS 
Seeking a career move? 

is an agency designed to help you meet your 
requirements. 

Confidential and effective service 
For further details contact: 

84a Guarlford Road, Malvern, Worcestershire. WR14 3QT 
Telephone: (0684) 569204 

Employment Agencies Act Reg. M4363 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
required for 

New 18 hole golf course, currently under 
construction at Raymerston, Norfolk and due to 

open in spring/summer 1993. 
The successful applicant would ideally be required to commence the 

position in early 1992. 
You must show a sound knowledge of all aspects of greenkeeping, 

course machinery and irrigation systems. The ability to motivate 
staff is essential. Experience and relevant qualifications will be 

required. Accommodation not available. 
Apply in writing, enclosing full CV to: 

The Church Farm Golfing Company Ltd., 
The Street, Suton, Wymondham, Norfolk NR18 9JJ 

Applications are invited for the position of: 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
This is an excellent opportunity for persons with proven 
experience to develop and maintain a newly-constructed 

course in south Essex. 

Applicants must be fully experienced in all aspects of 
greenkeeping and have a practical knowledge of modern 

equipment and irrigation systems. 

Ability to lead/motivate staff essential. 

All replies with full CV (in confidence) to Box G.I.D. 1, 
Greenkeeper International, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, 

Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF 

SOUTHERNDOWN GOLF CLUB 
require 

DEPUTY HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must have suitable qualifications and 

experience in all aspects of course management. A 
thorough knowledge of machinery and maintenance is 

essential together with the ability to motivate and direct 
§taff. An attractive package is negotiable depending on 

experience. 
Applications in writing to include full CV 

by 31st December to: 
The Secretary, Southerndown Golf Club, Ogmore Road, 

Ewenny, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CF35 5BT 



Aeration 
A E R A T I O N & D R A I N A G E 

SERVICES 

For Hire: Hydroject, Verti-Drains 
and Turf Conditioners, etc. 

Contact: Paul or Lesley Wright, 
Aeration & Drainage Services, 

20 Westminster Close, 
Eastbourne, Sussex BN22 OLQ. 

Tel: (0323) 506725 
Mobile: (0860) 838241 

Aerators 
AERATORS 

Problems with dirty water or algae 
bloom? Let Otterbine clean-up your 

lakes and ponds. 
The world leader in water quality 

management 
Available from leading irrigation 

companies. Full details from: 

Golf Course Services, 
6 Stuart Road, 

Market Harborough LE 16 9PQ. 
Tel: 0858 463153 
Fax: 0858 410085 

Arboriculture 

¡Ufes 
All sizes of iree moving machines 
available for hire. Most machines 

equipped with flotation tyres. 
Also massive stocks of Nursery Grown 

Trees in all sizes. 
Contact: 

RUSKINS TREE M O V I N G L T D 
Wolves Farm, Wyatts Green, 
Brentwood, Essex CM15 OQE 

T e l : 0277 353436 
F a x : 0277 353916 

Mobile: 0831 174 704 

MARTIN BROMAGE 
TREE MOVING 
• Tree Planting 
• Tree Surgery 
• Tree Stump Removal 

Nationwide Service 
Wood Lane, 
Down Hatherley, 
Gloucester GL2 9QB 

Tel: (0452) 731199 
Mobile: (0831) 577777 

TREE S T U M P R E M O V A L 
Small amount of ground disturbance 

plus complete 
TREE S U R G E R Y SERVICE 

Fully insured. 
BJ L a n d s c a p e s 

Tel: Aldershot (0252) 26055 

LARGE TREES 
FOR INSTANT MATURITY! 
Supplied and planted nationwide from our extensive 
nursery stocks exceeding 200 varieties and species. 
Also our Tree Spades on 4 x 4 Tractors transplant trees 
on site economically. 

CIVIC TREE CARE LTD. 
102 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF 
Telephone 044282 5401 
and 0819504491 
FAX 0442 890275 
Call us for stock list and advice. 

T h e m o s t c o s t - e f f e c t i v e w a y o f 
r e a c h i n g r e a d e r s o f G r e e n k e e p e r 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 
S i m p l y r i n g 0 3 4 7 3 5 8 1 / 2 a n d a s k a b o u t 
a n a l p h a b e t i c a l c a t e g o r y l i s t i n g : t h e 
c o s t s t a r t s f r o m t h e e q u i v a l e n t o f 
u n d e r £ 2 1 p e r m o n t h . 

Artificial Grass 
ARTIFICIAL TURF 
For Golf Greens, Permanent Tees 

G O L F M A T S 
For Driving Ranges and Courses 

F i l t r o t e x L t d 
139 Gloucester Terrace 

Bayswater, London W2 6DX 
Tel: 071 262 8159 
Fax: 071 262 0170 

UNIVERSAL MATERIALS CO. LTD. 
T h e Gol f Mat Spec ia l i s ts 

U N I M A T A s t r o T u r f 

A l s o Easy P icker 
Ball H a r v e s t e r s a n d W a s h e r 

5/7 High Street, 
Dorchester-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire OX9 8HH 

Tel: (0865) 341580. 
Fax: (0865)341575 

TEETECTOR TEE MATS 
The mat with the guarantee 

Unique heavy duty golf range and 
municipal mats. 

25mm hand finished woven pile. 
20mm shock pad. 

Professional galvanised and 
painted frame. Any size, 
any shape. Double sided. 
Free Demo unit available. 

Trade welcome. Putting surface. 

Contact: 
Evergreens 

UK 
2 Extons Units 

Market Overton 
Oakham, 

Leics LE15 7PP 
Tel: (0572) 838208 
Fax: (0572)838261 

NATURAL A L T E R N A T I V E 
TO PEAT 

Bark for Mulching, Walk Chips or Woodfibre 
for those woodland tracks and walkways 
between green and tee. Biomulch for large 
scale economic ground cover. Playbark for 
adventure playgrounds. Soil conditioners, 
top dressings and loam are all available. 
Telephone 0666 502711 or write for free 
colour brochures. 

\ /ici r n i inT Tetbury'Gl0S GL8 8JG 

VlbLV^CJUK I Tel 0666 502711 
NDUSTRIES LTD Fax: 0666 504398 . 

Storage for all your 
greenkeeping equipment. 

Elwell Buildings Ltd 
021 553 5723 

Compaction 
THE PROBLEM . . . 

COMPACTION 
THE SOLUTION . . . 

TWOSE 3 OR 7 LEG 
TURF CONDITIONER 

N a t i o n w i d e h i re f r o m 

PROFESSIONAL 
GRASS CARE 

Ring now tor more information on our specialist hire equipment 
Tel: (0507) 600989 
Fax: (0507) 609009 

Construction 

I? j 

TAYLOR'S 
CONTRACTORS 
PT (plant) 
GOLF course and 
sportsfield construction services 
Drainage and Trenching services 
• New irrigation pits made • All tracked 
machines have low groundpressure tracks 
• Drivers all certificated 
• Nationwide service. 

CONTACT PAUL TAYLOR AT 
(WEST POINT) BOUNDARY MEANYGATE 

HUNDRED END, NEAR PRESTON, PR 4 6XE 
TEL: 0772 812824 

MOBILE: 0831 239330 

L E I S U R E 

EXPERTS IN GOLF 
COURSE AND 
SPORTS FIELD 

CONSTRUCTION 

The Limes Telephone: 
37 High Street, (0734)323718 

Theale, Reading Facsimile: 
Berkshire RG7 5AH (0734) 323496 

PUTTING PLANS INTO PRACTICE 

Specialists in 

SPORTSFIELD and 
GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION 

Conservat ion 
& Leisure Ltd 

Chapel Farm, By-Pass Road, 
Ightham, Sevenoaks, 

Kent TN15 9AF 
Tel: 0732 455244 
Fax: 0732 350351 

Golf Build 
iiiiimi(UK)Ltd 

G O L F C O U R S E A N D 
D R I V I N G R A N G E 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

Sedlescombe, East Sussex 
TN33 0SD 

Tel: (0424) 870888 
Fax: (0424) 870855 

-Spec ia l i s ts in mix ing U S G A 
spec sand/peat Root Zone 

mixes... 
Plant Hire ava i lable w i t h 

dr ivers expe r i enced in Golf 
Course Construction. 

-Mul t i -be l t P o w e r s c r e e n 
w i t h shreader avai lable. 

P l ease contact : 
A N D Y DAVIS 

(0527) 893343/892716 
Mobi le 0831 268547 

R. A. S L E A T H & S O N 
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 

AND DRAINAGE 

Spec ia l i s ing in Gol f G r e e n s 
Work undertaken for many leading 

Golf Course Architects 
Distance no object 

Contact: Geoffrey R. Sleath 
Tel: Rotherham (0709) 

862109 or 862075 

GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 

include 
FEASIBILITY 

PLANNING PROGRESSION 
DESIGN SPECIFICATION 

CONSTRUCTION 
DRIVING RANGES 

GOLF COURSE DRAINAGE 
High Street, Cranleigh, Surrey 

Tel. (0483) 274800 

Course Accessories 

Manufacturers and suppliers of 
course and driving range equipment. 

Pattisson & Co. Ltd 
342 Selbourne Road, Luton, 

Beds LU4 8NU 
Tel: (0582) 597262 
Fax: (0582) 505241 

NORTH WEST REGION - MOBILE VAN SALES 
MAIN AGENT for TACIT course equipment -

Buckner Irrigation - plus wide range of accessories 
Request a call today: LYMM CHESHIRE WA13 9SA 

Tel: 083 182 6468 



imrm 

W H Y D O E S 
T A C I T ' S 

F L A G P O L E L A S T 
T W I C E A S 
L O N G ? 

THE BOTTOM 
DOESN'T 

«-

"TACIT* 
Manufacturers of quality 
Golf Course Accessories 

Tel: 0788 568818 
Fax: 0788 537485 

A * * . 

I 
O 

c o l l e c t o r s ^ r ^ L ^ ^ ^ f markers 
baskets 

balls 

5 0 0 0 - 3 8 0 0 0 CAPACITY 
BALL D I S P E N S E R S 

A U T O M A T I C W A S H - L O A D 
S Y S T E M S 

Manufactured in the UK by 

HERITAGE FAIRWAY LIMITED 
Marine Terrace Mews, Brighton 

Tel: 0273 602637/676073 
Fax: 0273 571621 

You expect to read a corny 
message in this space - so here it is -

BUY A B U Y E R S ' G U I D E 
IN GREENKEEPER 

INTERNATIONAL - IT WORKS! 
Call 03473 581/2 

Drainage 

AGRI POWER 
(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

D r a i n a g e 

S t o n e P i c k i n g 

V e r t i - D r a i n i n g 

T e l : 0 5 4 3 2 5 0 0 1 0 
F a x : 0 5 4 3 4 1 6 3 4 0 

White Horse Contractors Limited 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 

D R A I N A G E 

V E R T I D R A I N I N G 

T e l : ( 0 8 6 5 ) 7 3 6 2 7 2 

NEW S i e r r a b le n ™ T u r f m i x 
C o n t r o l l e d R e l e a s e Fert i l izer 
o f f e r s the c o m p l e t e tur f f e e d 

f o r the ent i re s e a s o n . 
First ever to offer controlled release NPK 

and immediately available Nitrogen, 
Phosphate and Iron. 

Sierra UK Ltd 
61 Loughborough Road 

West Bridgford, Nottingham NGF2 7LA 
Tek (0602) 455100. Fax: (0602) 455311 

Golf Course Equipment 

A D V A N C E D 
T U R F M A C H I N E R Y 

Suppliers of new and used compact 
tractors and golf course equipment. 

Tel: Milton Keynes (0908) 281660 
Fax: (0908) 281305 

l i i i i l i i ï ï ï ï ï ï 

Re-conditioned equipment now 
available. 

Kubota 8200 4WD 
Kubota B7100 4WD 
Yanmar 336 4WD 
Yanmar 186 4WD c/w cab 
Beaver LM508 gangs 
Ransomes Motor Triple 
Ransomes 3 Sportscutters 
Hydromain 14 

T e l : ( 0 3 8 2 ) 2 4 1 5 2 

Reconditioned 
Golf Course Machinery! 
FOR I M M E D I A T E D E L I V E R Y 

OR EXPORT. PHONE FOR 
C U R R E N T CATALOGUE NOW 

Q E N G I N E E R I N G ( 0 5 3 2 ) 

o 6 7 6 0 0 0 
X OR DIALLING 
•"O FROM ABROAD 
> + 4 4 5 3 2 
5 6 7 6 0 0 0 

TECNOTILE 
The flexible grass rein-
forcing surface avaulable 
in sheets of 1 0 sq. feet 
Tel: 071 639 2846 
Fax: 071 639 2618 

Grass Seed Mixtures 

Mommersteeg: 
Grass Seed Mixtures 

For sports turf, amenity 
and land reclamation use 

Station Road, Finedon, Wellingborough. 
Northamptonshire NN9 5NT 
Telephone: Wellingborough (0933) 680891 
Telex: 311234 
Fax: (0933)682022 

MEMBERS OF A.G.M.A. 
MEMBERS OF B.A.L.I. 
MEMBERS Or B.C.C.C. 

Grinding Machines 

MOWER GRINDING MACHINES 

ERIC HUNTER GRINDERS LTD 
Hobson Industrial Estate, 

Burnopfield, 
Newcastle upoo Tyne NE16 6EB 

Tel: (02(57) 70316. 
Fax: (0207) 70312 

riMPH 
i r m i 

I 

Installation Sales & Service 
North & North East of England 

Contact: E. B. & L. Simms Tel: (0765) 602175. 
Fax: (0765) 603488 

Par 4, Unit 18, Camphill Close, 
Dallamires Lane, Ripon, 

N. Yorks HG4 ITT 

¿a term at) on 
Manufacturers, designers 

and installers of 
A U T O M A T I C 
I R R I G A T I O N 

f o r 2 1 Y E A R S 
Tongham Road, Aldershot, 

Hants GU12 4LL 
Tel: 0252 336838 
Fax: 0252 336808 

M I D L A N D I R R I G A T I O N 
2 Fairdene Way, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 5JS. 

Tel: 021 358 1246 
All leading irrigation equipment installed and serviced. 

Service contracts available. 
Contact Mark Ganning on above number 

or 0860 270866 

P R I M E W A T E R M E N L T D 
Wang ford , Beccles, 
Suffolk NR34 8AX 
Te l : 050 278 481 
Fax: 050 278 729 

Weathermatic Distributor 

Water Quality Control 
pH and chlorine control and dosing systems for 
your irrigation water, for improved turf quality. 

Nationwide installation and commissioning 
service, and advice. 

Contact Brian Sykes 
STRANCO LTD 

Commercial Road, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex. Tel: (0323) 646163 

-IRRISERVE-
IRRIGATION ENGINEERS 

Installation, Sales and Service 
North West of England, covering 

Lancashire and Cumbria 
Contact: Paul Rimmer 
Tel: (0772) 601534 

Irriserve, Unit 9, Twin Lakes Industrial Park, 
Bretherton Road, nr Preston PR5 7RF 

For all aspects of Golf Course 
Irrigation 
Installation 
Service 
Extensions/ 
Improvements 
Pumping 
svstems 
Advisory services 

ILS, 34, Station Road, 
Nassington, 

Peterborough PE8 6QB. 
Tel: (0780) 782375 

6 
> S E R V I C E S 

East Midlands Area 
Installation, Sales and 

Service 
Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR 

T e l : ( 0 7 7 7 ) 8 1 7 4 1 0 

m m Rain 
RAIN^BIRD 
The unbeatable partnership 

in golf course irrigation 

RINGWOOD, HANTS, BH24 3AS 

Tel: (0425) 472251 

Fax: (0425)472258 

FLANDERBLADE LTD 
Specialists in golf course irrigation 

2 0 Whi teacre , LitHehampton, 
West Sussex B N 1 7 7JA 
Tel: (0903) 724545 

Full member of B.T.LI.A. 

L.S.Systems 
for 
• Water Storage Tanks * 
• - Spraylances +Couplings 
• Dosmatic-Simple Fertilizer Dosing * 
• Cooper Pegler Knapsack Sprayers * 
• Pumps * 

- If it's water, contact Darren 
at 188 Blackgate Lane, 

Tarleton, Preston, Lancashire 
on-0772 815080 
Fax-0772 815417 



T . & G . T U R F 
I R R I G A T I O N S E R V I C E S 

8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon, 
North Yorkshire HG4 2JW 

Tel: (0765) 2 9 4 1 (0423 ) 8 6 4 9 6 3 
Full member of B.T.L.I.A. 

BRITISH OVERHEAD 
IRRIGATION LTD. 
• Manufacture Equipment • 

• Design and Install Systems • 
The Green, Upper Halliford, 

Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8RY 
Tel. (0932) 788301. Fax. (0932) 780437 

Mole Ploughs 
L. D. BOURGEIN OXFORD LTD. 

South Hlnksey, Oxford OX1 5AZ 
Tel: 0865 735420 Fax: 0865 326155 

Sole UK Importers of 
the CASE Mole Plow 

Mower Spares 
MOWER ACCESSORIES 

LTD 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s o f h i g h 

q u a l i t y l a w n m o w e r 
b l a d e s a n d c y l i n d e r s . 

S u p p l i e r s o f s p a r e s a n d 
a c c e s s o r i e s . 

6 5 F o r n c e t t S t r e e t 
S h e f f i e l d S 4 

Tel: 0742 765825 
Fax: 0742 765855 

Pumps 

GRUNDFOS 
PUMPS 

NAL I FOR SPORTS & RECREATIONAL 
TURF IRRIGATION, BOOSTING 

AND WATER SUPPLY 

Contact our sales offices today for 
full information on the Grundfos range 

SOUTH: (0525) 850000 
NORTH: (092^) 813300 

G R U N D F O S 

RAILWAY 
SLEEPERS 

Top qual i ty for bunkers , br idges, 
etc. Prompt nat ionwide del ivery. 

T e l : ( 0 4 8 3 ) 7 2 0 4 5 5 

J . H A R V E Y S E R V I C E S 
D o w n s i d e G o o d s Y a r d 

G u i l d f o r d R o a d , W o k i n g , 
S u r r e y G U 2 2 7 Q E 

Sand/Silica Sand 

Jpmnl^QißR Saâm Ùd\ 
( E B E N E Z E R M E A R S ) 

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND 

for Tees • Greens • Bunkers 

and drainage sands and shingles 

Wintersells Road, Byfleet. KT14 7AZ 

c ECC 
^ QUARRIES 

Complete range of dried graded 
silica sands for all purposes. 

Contact John Deavin at 
39 Hockliffe Street, 
Leighton Buzzard, 

Bedfordshire LU7 8HB. 
Tel: (0525) 372201. 
Fax: (0525) 851572. 

Telex: 825868 

Biofc 
T h e l e a d i n g s u p p l i e r o f 

M O N E Y S T O N E 

B r i t a i n ' s 

m o s t p o p u l a r , 

t o p q u a l i t y 

B U N K E R S A N D 

la C l i f ton Street, Alder ley Edge, 
Cheshire 

Tel: Alder ley Edge (0625) 584571/ 
585143. Fax:(0625) 586130 

C R O W S A N D & G R A V E L L T D 
(Part of Gables Group) 

Specialists in all types of sands and gravels contact: 
DICK GUNN 

at The Gables, Stanstead Road, 
Elsenham, Essex, CM22 6LJ 

Tel: 0279 647647. Fax: 0279 816627 

M O N E Y S T O N E 
B U N K E R 

S A N D 

Granular and Free Draining 
Del ivered loose bulk, all parts. 
For cheapest prices contact: 

J im Burrows at 
M & B S U P P L I E S 

Paynter Street, Fenton, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST4 3JL 

Tel: (0782) 598383 
Fax: (0782 )598174 

A R C B U C K L A N D 
I N D U S T R I A L M I N E R A L S 

Sand and Sil ica C o m p a n y 

C O M P L E T E R A N G E O F 
H O R T I C U L T U R A L S A N D S 

Contact Lynda Jordan 
Buckland Sand & Silica Co. 

Reigate Heath, Reigate, 
Surrey RH2 9RG 

T e l : ( 0 7 3 7 ) 2 4 0 I 5 I 

I 0932 345616 
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TOP GRADE 
TOP DRESSINGS 
L i m e f r e e , d r i e d o r 

m o i s t - w a s h e d s a n d s 

B u l k 2 4 h o u r d e l i v e r y 

ARNOLD 
SANDS FOR INDUSTRY 

J o s e p h A r n o l d a n d S o n s L t d 
B i l l i n g t o n R o a d L e i g h t o n B u z z a r d 
B e d f o r d s h i r e L U 7 8 T W 
T e l e p h o n e : 0 5 2 5 3 7 2 2 6 4 
F a c s i m i l e : 0 5 2 5 8 5 1 6 2 0 

RMC. 
S u p p l i e r s o f a l l g r a d e s o f s a n d 
a n d g r a v e l d r a i n a g e m e d i a . 

H A L L A G G R E G A T E S ( S o u t h East) L T D 
RMC HOUSE, CANNING STREET, 

MAIDSTONE, KENT ME14 2RX 
Tel: (0622) 761281 
Fax: (0622) 692433 

Trenchers 

Screeners/Shredders 

flH 
GRADEALL I N T E R N A T I O N A L LIMITED 

Manufacturers of the S S I 0 0 
* Screener/Shredder 

9 F a r l o u g h R o a d , D u n g a n n o n , 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d BT71 4 D T 

Tel: 0 8 6 8 7 4 0 4 8 4 • Fax: 0 8 6 8 7 4 8 8 2 3 

Signs 
P E A R T S Q U I C K S I G N S 

Embossed aluminium 
and engraved signs. 

Unit 9, Littlemead Ind. Est., 
Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 8ND 

Tel: (0483) 272329 Fax: (0483) 272329 

SHELLEY SIGNS LIMITED. 

EATON-ON-TERN, MARKET DRAYTON, 
SHROPSHIRE, TF9 2BX. 
Tel: 0952 541483 Fax: 0952 541755 

Tee Mats 
¿fUan ¿ßracey & Tgon 

A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S 
T E E M A T S 

& P U T T I N G S U R F A C E S 
f rom 

Alan Bracey & Son 
Sport Surfaces 

80 Station Road, Broxbourne, 
Herts. Tel: (0992) 460807 

Fax: ( 0 9 9 2 ) 4 4 2 9 4 6 

TUPfl f l l f 1 

A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S 
T E E M A T S 

& P U T T I N G S U R F A C E S 
FROM 

CARPETITION LTD. 
1 4 K a f f i r R o a d , E d g e r t o n , 

H u d d e r s f i e l d H D 2 2 A N . 
T e l : ( 0 4 8 4 ) 4 2 8 7 7 7 
F a x : ( 0 4 8 4 ) 4 2 3 2 5 1 

Top Soil 

DAWI1HERS 
(Established 27 years) 

Suppliers of 
TOP DRESSING 

VARIOUS GRADES OF SCREENED 
LOAMS AND TOPSOILS 

BUNKER AND WASHED SAND 

Honeypot Farm, Honeypot lane, 
Edenbridge, Kent 

0732 865433 (office) 
0860 543370 (mobile) 

CASE TRENCHERS 
T R E N C H E X P L A N T S A L E S 

Dove Fields, Uttoxeter, Staffs. 
F a x : ( 0 8 8 9 ) 563140. 
Tel: (0889) 565155 

G R O W * 

^ P R O F E S S I O N A L ^ 

S p e c i a l i s t s in g r o w i n g a l l 

g r a d e s o f t u r f a i m e d s p e c i f i -

c a l l y f o r a l l a s p e c t s o f g o l f 

c o u r s e r e q u i r e m e n t s . W e 

d e l i v e r w i t h o u r o w n f l e e t o f 

v e h i c l e s w i t h r e a r m o u n t e d 

f o r k l i f t s a n d H I A B m o u n t e d 

c r a n e s , f o r y o u r c o n v e n i e n c e . 

T e l e p h o n e 
C h e s t e r ( 0 2 4 4 ) 6 6 0 9 0 1 

F a x 
C h e s t e r ( 0 2 4 4 ) 6 6 0 4 6 8 

W E G R O W T U R F T O S U I T 
T H E F U T U R E O F G O L F 

Grasslands 
Specialist Seed Grown. Turf Producers 

Covering the SOUTH EAST. 
Grasslands Turf Farm, Ashford Road, New 

Romney, Kent TN28 8TH. Tel/Fax: (0679) 67130 

For High Quality Cultivated Turf 
on the N E W BIG ROLL Turf Laying System 

Tel: (0759) 304101 Fax: (0759) 305229 

F E N T U R F D R E S S I N G S L T D 
for 

Fendress Top Dressing 
Fendress Superfine 
Exonomy Dressing 

Rootzone Mixes 
Screened Fensoil 

Fine Screened Sedge Peat 
Kiln Dried Sand 

Bunker Sands - screened soils 

2 Angel Court, High Street, 
Mkt. Harborough, Leicestershire 

Tel: (0858) 464346/433003 
Fax: (0858) 434734 

FAIRFIELD TURF LTD 
Q u a l i t y t o p d r e s s i n g s , 

s a n d s , r o o t z o n e s & t o p s o i l s 

m 0 6 7 9 4 7 3 1 
F a x : 0 6 7 9 4 7 3 7 

t'm. " i 
{Martin-

1 4 5 / i o f e s - 1 

' T h e T o p s in T o p D r e s s i n g ' ' 
T h e f i nes t q u a l i t y 

t o p dress ings a n d sands 

L TEL 
f^c^ . FAX 

Martin Brothers (UK) Ltd. 
1A Cl i f ton Street 
Alderley Edge 
Cheshire SK9 7 N W 

FAX: (0625) 5 8 6 1 3 0 / ^ 
(0625) 584571 



liners' Guide 
Turf Dressings 

D | BOUGHTON D L ^ L D I 1TD. 
For 

TURF DRESSINGS 
ROOT ZONE MIXES 

SCREENED TOP SOILS 
BUNKER SANDS 

HORTICULTURAL 
COMPOSTS 

Telford Way, Kettering, 
Northants 

Tel: 0536 510515 

Rufford 
T O P - D R E S S S U P P L I E S 

Britain's No. 1 for 
QUALITY 
SERVICE 
SHEER VALUE FOR 
MONEY 
Nucks Wood Quarry, Wiggins Lane, 
Rufford, Nr Southport, Lanes L40 1UJ. 
Tel. (0925) 232476 

CONWED 
TURF REINFORCEMENT 

'for the fastest turf production' 

W E S T MIDLAND T U R F G R O W E R S 
Tel: (074-631) 247 Fax : (0746) 767331 

1& BAILEYS 
OF 
NORFOLK 
supply 

P r o f e s s i o n a l T u r f D r e s s i n g s 
f o r t h e P r o f e s s i o n 

GOLF TURF DRESSINGS 
A p p r o v e d fo rmula t ions f o r use in 

C o n s t r u c t i o n and o n t h e finest greens, 
tees and fairways. 

SAND 
Al l r e q u i r e m e n t s c a t e r e d f o r including 

l ime f ree . Kiln d r ied sands available. 
SCREENED TOP SOIL 

Including t h e finest Black Fenland Soil. 
S c r e e n e d loams t o cus tomers ' 

individual specifications. 

W e also p r o d u c e and supply r o o t z o n e 
m i x and always have vast stocks o f 

cock le shells f o r i m m e d i a t e de l ivery 

D E L I V E R I E S N A T I O N W I D E 

BAILEYS OF NORFOLK 
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, 
Norw ich , Nor fo lk N R I 0 5 N L 

Tel : 060 548 607 
Mobile: 0860 661603 

Verti-Drain Hire 

ROSS OLIVER 
SPORTS GROUND CONSTRUCTION 

AND MAINTENANCE 

T h e m o s t c o m p r e h e n s i v e service 
in t h e south w e s t including 

• V E R T I - D R A I N for G r e e n s and 
Spor tsgrounds 

• R Y A N H O L L O W T Y N E R 
• S A N D S P R E A D E R S 
• D I R E C T D R I L L S 

Contact : Ross Ol iver , Greystones, 
Trebudannon, Cornwal l , TR8 4LP 

T e l : ( 0 6 3 7 ) 8 8 0 2 5 7 

SEWARD 
T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E 

N o . 1 in t h e N O R T H 
Ten years experience 

using only the best. 
2 x 1.5m and 

1x 2.5m verti-drains; 
Coremaster complete with collector, 

fairway overseeder 
C o n t a c t M i c h a e l S e w a r d 

o n ( 0 9 0 4 ) 7 6 5 9 4 9 n ight or d a y 

Classified 
For Sale 

1 9 9 0 R A N S O M E M o d e l 
1 6 0 0 / C H 1 6 0 5 ' F L A I L 
M O W E R c / w G r a s s c o l l e c t i o n 
H o p p e r , H y d r a u l i c H i g h L i f t 
T i p . D e m o M o d e l a s n e w 

£ 3 0 0 0 . 0 0 

1 9 8 5 M F 1 0 3 0 4 W D 2 8 h p 
T r a c t o r c / w o v e r s i z e T u r f 
T y r e s 1 3 . 5 x 1 6 r e a r 8 5 0 x 1 2 
f r o n t s 7 1 5 h o u r s n o c a b 

£ 4 0 0 0 . 0 0 

1 9 7 8 F O R D 2 6 0 0 2 W D 
T R A C T O R c / w F o r d Q C a b 
G r a s s T y r e s 2 2 0 0 h o u r s 

£ 2 8 0 0 . 0 0 

Contact: J o h n W r i g h t & 
S o n s , B u c k l o w H i l l , 

N r K N U T S F O R D , 
C h e s h i r e W A 1 6 6 R P 

P h o n e : 0 5 6 5 8 3 0 3 1 4 
P h o n e a f t e r 6 p m : 

0 5 6 5 8 9 3 4 6 6 

Turf cat 
Ex Demo. 189 Hrs 
60" FLAIL, 2WD 
HYDRO DRIVE 
with Warranty 

Cost new today 

our price 

£7,800 
+VAT 

0 2 2 7 2 6 1 3 5 5 

VERTIDRAINING and 
HOLLOW CORING HIRE 

with the G.A. 30 
Contact Peter Bloodworth 
W O R T H D R A I N I N G 

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire Tel: 0476 84266 

M BUTLERS TURF 
MAINTENACE & 
MACHINERY 

G i l l O v e r s e e d e r 

C o r e m a s t e r '-IOIIOW C o r e r 

T o p D r e s s i n g M a c h i n e s 

— all available for hire 
F u l l r a n g e o f s e c o n d h a n d 

m a c h i n e r y a v a i l a b l e f o r s a l e 
T e l : 0 8 1 9 7 4 2 7 0 8 

o r 0 8 3 1 3 6 4 7 7 4 

V E R T I D R A I N M A C H I N E R Y 
SLIT D R A I N A G E E Q U I P M E N T 
A V A I L A B L E F O R HIRE 
Contact Peter Holmes, 

10 Carson Road, 
Gainsborough, Lines DN21 2RE 

Tel: 0427 613035 • Mobile: 0831 359394 

E & S SPORTSGROUND 
CONTRACTORS 

Only a sample of our services: 
D r a i n a g e 

Ver t i -Dra in 
O v e r s e e d i n p 

S a n d S p r e a d i n g 

Contact R I C H A R D V E I T C H 
39 Knox Green, Binfield, Bracknel l , 

Berks R G 1 2 5NZ 

Tel: 0344 860690 

V e r t i d r a i n , C h a r t e r h o u s e 
O v e r s e e d e r , C o r e m a s t e r 

H o l l o w C o r e r -
a l l a v a i l a b l e f o r h i r e . 

N e w a n d u s e d C o m p a c t 
T r a c t o r s a n d S p o r t s t u r f 

E q u i p m e n t s u p p l i e d i n c l u d i n g 
L e s c o 3 0 0 D G r e e n s m o w e r . 
R . J . & J . C A M P E Y 
T h e Dai ry , M a r t o n Ha' l Lane , 

M a r t o n , Macc les f ie ld . 
T e l 0 2 6 0 2 2 4 5 6 8 or 0 8 6 0 4 5 1 0 1 1 

Well Borers 

Improve your course 's water supply and 
reduce your water costs 

WATER SUPPLY & FILTRATION LTD. 
Specialists in well drilling, filtration 

and irrigation systems. 
Tel: (091) 488 7558 
Fax:(091)488 1877 

Grass Cutting Machinery 

¡ODGEWAY^ 
TURFCARE 

Specialists in 
Low Pressure Conversion Kits 

Iseki Compact Tractors 
Iseki Greencare Equipment 

Lesco Greens Mowers 
Lesco Gang Mowers 

Allen Products 
Zetor 50 HP Fairway Tractors. 

Tyre and wheel advice given on course 
(no obligation) 

Modify your tractor for fairway duties 

Lodgeway Tractor Co. Ltd. 
Chicksands, Shefford, Beds SG17 5QB 

Contact: Chris Rook (0462)816122 
After hours: (0767) 40626 • Mobile: (0860) 898747 

Fax:(0462)850852 

Machinery Hire 
CONSTRUCTION 

MACHINERY 
a n d f u l l y e x p e r i e n c e d 

o p e r a t o r s f o r h i r e . 

U N B E A T A B L E R A T E S 

o n J C B a n d P O C L A I N 

Tel: 0734 773038 
0831392440 

For Sale 

FOR SALE 
G r e e n s Care 
Co r emas t e r 

40 hours work only. 
As new. 

£4,950 
Tel: Linzie Irvine 

0580 200112 

Soil Aeration 

COMPACTION? 
POOR DRAINAGE? 
POOR GROWTH? 

All these problems on Sportsfields. Golf 
Courses, Trees or Landscape areas are 

solved immediately with Terralift. 

The proven Terralift system probes 
30in deep to ameliorate areas of deep soil 
compaction and poor drainage • without 

damaging the surface. Soil conditioners and 
root feeds can be incorporated by the Terralift. 
Contact Soilcare (incorporating Colin Pryce 

Terralift) Unit 3. Bush Farm. Nedging. 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7BL 

Tel. & Fax: (0449) 741012 

TERRALIFT 
Stone Picking 

ISEKI 2160 
4 W D t r a c t o r w i t h b a c k h o e . 

F r o n t l o a d e r , r o l l b a r a n d t u r f 
t y r e s . 4 5 0 h o u r s , 1 8 m o n t h s 

o l d . E x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . 

£6,750 
Tel: 0444 413578 

DO YOU HAVE STONE 
AND DEBRIS TO REMOVE? 
We hove the equipment and experience to 
undertake all stone picking and associated 

landscape works. 
All areas 

Contact PAUL JAMES 
Tel: (0734) 320539 
Fax; (0734) 320705 



Sports surface 
I technology 

• W I N T E R TEES. Sand filled 
artificial grass with shock pad and 
f rame . Replaceable driving 
inserts. Spacious tees at 
competitive prices. 

V E R D E 

S P O R T S 

L I M I T E D 

I 

5, 

Ï 

• G O L F DRIVING RANGES. T o p 
qualitv driving mats. Best 
available - best prices. 

• SPECIALISTS IN DRIVING 
RANGE SURFACES AND ALL 
E Q U I P M E N T 

• A L L - W E A T H E R P U T T I N G 
SURFACES. 

• DRIVING BAYS FOR CLUB & 
HOME. Complete f r ame and net 
enclosures. 

Artificial sports surfaces and 
associated equipment for a complete 
range of sport ing and leisure 

AD 
REF 
291 Lactivities. 

COWLING MILL, 
COWLING BROW, 

LANCASHIRE. 

TEL: 02572 69069 
FAX: 02572 61064 

PLEASE CALL 
FOR FREE 

SAMPLES AND 
INFORMATION 

AROUND THE 

GREEN 
30 believing that the professionals are making overtures to eventually take 
over from the R&A in controlling British and European golf, he was spurred 
by such convictions into making an impassioned plea for the grass roots to at 
least be aware of the situation. He was equally passionate in condemning 
invidious attempts by Club professionals to take over the 'management' of golf 
courses, without getting their hands dirty of course, (there were a couple of 
vocal Club professionals/managers in the audience) suggesting that their 
essentially commercial interests would have dire consequences. Above all he 
urged greenkeepers - interspersing his comments with documented case his-
tories of those 'warm climate' methods that had proved both disastrous and 
costly in our colder climate conditions - to remain ever vigilant and to learn 
from past mistakes and avoid repeating them. His address was loudly 
applauded. 

It could be said that safety regulations and The Law is a subject guaranteed 
to be about as exciting as watching Astroturf grow, but this is never the case 
when the speaker is the hugely entertaining Jon Allbutt. Jon has the skill and 
personality to cut through the gobbledegook of official government publica-
tions and ministerial edicts, with the wit to interpret even the most tiresome 
of regulations and make them appear almost as interesting as The Ryder Cup. 
There is none finer than Jon and his warnings of the consequences, should 
one be tempted to flaunt the law on such diverse subjects as chainsaws and 
pesticides, held the audience spellbound and he quite rightly drew both loud 
acclamation and the bulk of questions at question time. 

From the floor came one question from an eminent head greenkeeper, Ivor 
Scoones, which brought both wry smiles and a silence in which one could 
hear the proverbial pin drop. 'Why, he asked, 'since 'The Way Forward' con-
demns large committees and favours their abolition, does the Joint Golf 
Course Committee have such an indefensibly large committee?' The question 
remained unanswered. 

DAVID WHITE 

AD 
REF 

Turf Machinery Ltd 

Machinery to the Professionals 
Wedglen Industrial Estate. Midhurst. West Sussex GU29 9RE 
Tel (0730)815775 Fax : ( 0 7 3 0 ) 8 1 5 8 4 4 
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T MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Now something all Greenkeepers should have- RFE GREENSCOPE KIT 
Comprising of microscope c/w light "FOR ON GREEN USE", case, 
comparison slides and N.C. State Turf Pest Management Manual. 
£175.00 PLUS VAT INCLUDING P+P (IDEAL FOR CHRISTMAS) 

Distributors for: ALL-PRO DRIVING RANGE BALL DISPENSERS 
and WASHING SYSTEMS 

PRICES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

* SPECIAL * 
Ransomes 

340 TG Magna 
heads as new 

P.O.A. 

NATIONWIDE SPARE PARTS 
SERVICE 

For all main brands of 
professional machinery 

• SPECIAL • 
JacobsenTurfcat 
422D 4WD Flail 

(ex-demo) 
P.O.A. 

Main dealers for Allen - Easy Picker - Iseki - Jacobsen 
We buy and sell - always willing to take part exchange 

EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE ^ ^ f ^ f ^ f ^ f ^ f 



THREE NEW 
PRODUCTS FROM 

'Longlife' Preseeder 
It is often necessary to turf or re-seed bare patches on 
existing areas or where new construction is taking 

place. To achieve the best possible results there 
is now 'Longlife' Preseeder, designed specifically 
for use as a base dressing for the establishment 
of both outfield areas and fine turf. 

taPT 
— 

The 'Longlife ' range has been developed to give todays 
turf manager a choice of high quality fertilizers from 
which he can select those best suited to his individual 
requirements. To give an extra dimension to his annual 
fertilizer programme we are introducing three new 
mini-granular products, formulated to the same high 
standard you come to expect from ICI Professional 
Products. 

Longlife' STANDARD Spring and Summer 
Most fertilizers in the existing l ong l i f e ' range 
described overleaf contain the unique ingredient 
'Didin' which provides a controlled release of nitrogen 
over an extended period. There are circumstances 
however when the turf manager may not need all the 
benefits these particular products can give. 'Longlife' 
STANDARD products have been formulated to fill that 
gap. 'Longlife' STANDARD Spring and Summer is a 
conventional, high-quality fertilizer with the analysis 
9:7:7 providing essential nutrients for good grass 
growth and colour response. 
Longlife' STANDARD Autumn Feed 

With a 4:12:12 analysis our second STANDARD 
fertilizer contains the ideal balance of nutrients to 
strengthen the turf for the rigours of Winter use. Levels 
of phosphate and potash are higher to encourage 

harder growth and better root 
development. 
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SPRING AND SUMMER FEED 
FOR OUTFIELDS AND FA1RMYS 
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Product Name 'Longlife' Preseeder 'Longlife' STANDARD Autumn Feed 'Longlife' STANDARD Spring & Summer 
NPK Analysis 8:12:8 4:12:12 9:7:7 
Other Ingredients 2% Mg, Seaweed extract - -

Contains DIDIN No No No 
Mini-granule Yes Yes Yes 
Application Rate 35-50 g/sq m (l-V/2 oz/sq yd) 35-70 g/sq m (1-2 oz/sq yd) 35-70 g/sq m (1 -2 oz/sq yd) 
Area Treated 500-710 sq m (585-880 sq yd) 355-710 sq m (440-880 sq yd) 355-710 sq m (440-880 sq yd) 
Bag Size 25 kg 25 kg 25 kg 

QUALITY TURF 
FERTILIZERS 

j3§jh Professional Products 
'Didin' is a trademark of SKW Trostberg AG. 
'Longlife' is a trademark of Imperial Chemical Industries PLC. 
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THE COURSÉ LEADER 
Lindum - the perfect turf for golf greens, tees, fairways and 

landscaping. 

A range of the finest quality seeded turf; seed prescriptions 

and fertilisers matched to customers special needs; with a 

full preparation and after-care advisory service. 

For golf courses, Lindum are the leaders, of course! 

Merry Christmas 
and a Prosperous New Year 

from all the staff at: 

LINDUM 
FOR I. AND S C A P E AND L E I S U R E 
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Church House, Horkstow, Barton on Humber, South Humberside, DN18 6BG. Telephone (065 261) 564 or 329. Fax (065 261) 447 


