Fertilisers

Fertile

FRANCE

rance is possibly the fastest growing golf market in Europe.
Japanese, American, Middle Eastern and European money is being
channeled into new golf course constructions, with greenkeepers
being recruited from Great Britain and North America; as well as
being trained in France itself. The training of greenkeepers has
become a very important subject and one in which all sides of the

The Barbaroux Golf
Course is
described as ‘the
ultimate in Euro-
pean golfing’. It
comprises 87
hectares for a
course length of
6963 yards in
wooded landscape
interspersed with
six extensive lakes

French golf industry have had an influence.
Unlike the UK, there is no ‘tradition’ of golf
greenkeeping, so they are immediately address-
ing the problems posed by modern construction
methods and the intensity of play that the rapid
growth in golf interest has generated.

With limited practical experience they are
tending to follow the scientific path, but this is
well tempered by user experience drawn from
industry sources, as well as ‘imported’ green-
keepers. The changes in grasses as well as con-
struction materials has tended to make
‘traditional’ greenkeeping methods of limited
value and this has brought new opportunities in
creating new methods to produce what all
greenkeepers and golfers are looking for — first
class playing surfaces.

@ continued on Page 27
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Manufacturers of
a unique range of
turf care products.

AQUARITE

An organic fertiliser with iron and a high

performance wetting agent, particularly

suitable for the relief of compaction, and
providing a freer draining soil.

It enhances the penetration of water,
assisting irrigation, and reducing
evaporation losses.

For further details of this
and our other unique
products, plus the name of
your local distributor

Tel: (0772) 53521
Mobile: (0860) 424430

Ritefeed Ltd
Brook St. Mill,
Brook St.
Preston PR1 7NH

NATURES OWN FERTILIZER
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Fertilisers

Special fertiliser maintains quality

@® from Page 25

A brand new modern construction in France will never
be another St. Andrews, but that is the joy of visiting and
playing other courses — the challenge of new surround-
ings. As a test of the golfer’s skill French courses are
equal to their counterparts in the UK and maintained to
an equally high standard, but with a character of their
very own, they are different. You will all have seen the
postcard of the two young children entitled: “vive le dif-
ference”!

At the recent first International Salon of Golf Course
Maintenance and Repair (SIERG) organised by the Asso-
ciation of French Greenkeepers (AGRF), this new think-
ing in respect of golf green fertilisation was introduced
to a new product from BASF. The close affiliation
between manufacturer and greenkeeper had identified a
need and responded to it in an effort to make the
‘manipulation of nature’ called greenkeeping a little
more effective.

Because most constructions in France are new they do
not have the reserves of nutrients so often found in older
UK greens. They have also been built with irrigation and
drainage incorporated from the outset, rather than the
‘add-on’ situation here. This means a very free draining
structure often covered with one of the new creeping
bents which have a high nutrient demand, so applying
nutrients in the correct balance and in the right quanti-
ties and form, enabling the plant to optimise their use,
was essential.

16:5:10:+5Mgo and Trace
elements. It was first
researched in response to
the demands of the new
turf grasses, (stoloniferous
agrostis spp in particular),
which demand a balance
of nutrients at least of
3:1:2., this being determined by the losses incurred in
clippings removal. Add to this the fast infiltration rates
of USGA specification and pure sand constructions and
you will appreciate that ingredients had to be carefully
selected.

Nitrogen: with very little nitric nitrogen (2.5%) to
reduce leaching and subsequent pollution by nitrates,
but with a lot of slow-action nitrogen (two thirds in
IBDU form) for reliable, gentle feeding without sudden
flushes. Phosphate was added 5% p205 in the correct

The Company drew on
all these requirements and
their own experience as
major fertiliser producers
to create for BASF France
a special fertiliser — Flo-
ranid Master — to assist in
maintaining the quality of
French golf greens.

formula is

@ continued on Page 28

Proven by research, specified by independent agronomists and regularly used
by Turf Managers seeking quality and consistent results Farmura
Environmental Products present their range of organic nutritional and turf
enhancement products.

@® FARMURA LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILISERS -

A complete range of proven products for fine turf to outfield, and land reclamation.
@ FLO GRO LIQUID FERTILISERS -

A revolutionary range of clear liquid fertilisers — colour coded for easy identification.
® FERROSOL LIQUID IRON

A unique iron nitrogen bonded complex for green up and perfect presentation.

® TURFEX

The scientifically proven penetrating and wetting agent for dry patch
and compaction.

@®BLAZON

Spray pattern indicator for all spray uses — will not stain skin.

® FARMGRAN

Seaweed based soil conditioner for use in construction top dressing
and land reclamation.

® ROOT DIP

An essential aid to successful tree transplanting.

® TURF IRONS EQUIPMENT
For use on golf and bowling greens for the ultimate surface and reduced turf stress.

For further information contact your local distributor or fill in coupon and send to: -
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An open approach to greenkeeping

@ from Page 27
proportion to maintain plant functions without creating
an over-supply.

Potassium: this element is particularly important on
free draining constructions, as these do not hold Potas-
sium very well and it is essential in helping disease resis-
tance. It is supplied in sulphate form to reduce the risk of
polluting the subsoil with Chlorine, found in other
sources of Potash, and the sulphate form reduces the risk

MICROGRAN 3

12-0-9 + 0.5% MG

A special spring
and

50 years experience of
manufacturing a range of
high quality fertilisers to ‘ o
the horticultural trade. i F“‘J N :

B0+

The Vitax
soil analy-
sis service
to A.D.A.S.
methods.

+1% FE.

summer

of scorch, (Sulphate has a salinity index of 46, as
opposed to Chloride, which has 114). Furthermore, the
use of Sulphate avoids the phenomena of phytotoxicity,
which the chloride ion can induce, and encourages the
formation of dry matter, reducing bruising and wear sen-
sitivity.

Magnesium: this is at a high level to keep the ration
with Potassium and to encourage the production of
chlorophyll, for plant photosynthesis.

Trace Elements: Iron (0.5%) copper (0.01%) and zinc
(0.01%) are the three most important metallic trace ele-
ments for turf, as they promote the formation of growth
substances and help in chlorophyll synthesis.

The creation of this new product did not stop at the
analysis, for the size and distribution of sizes of granules
were specially researched for precise and regular spread-
ing over small working areas. Even the colour was not
left to chance and after several tests with different
colours, carried out by the greenkeepers themselves, a
brown colour was chosen. This allows easy checking of
the spread pattern but quickly disappears into the sward.

Like the French golf courses it is used upon, Floranid
Master is new, but it clearly shows the more open
approach to greenkeeping that the lack of traditional
conservatism is creating. We all hear a lot about the
opportunities within Europe after 1992, but let’s remem-
ber that on the continent they are all looking toward the
UK and saying ‘the same thing! Will the next green-
keeper at your course be French or German?

VITAX FINENEXTRA PR PSP

F.E. + Chelated trace elements
A fine turf fertiliser con-
taining both organic and
inorganic sources of
nitrogen. Now with a full
range of trace elements.

BEE s-15-15.
A cost effective
autumn winter
outfield granular
fertiliser and
pre-seed base.

W N.EK. Fertiliser §
515415
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small granular
fertiliser for all
fine turf areas.

Three quality fertilisers from the Vitax key, powder, microgranular and granular range

VITAX LTD, OWEN STREET, COALVILLE,

LEICESTER LE6 2DE. TEL: (0530) 510060. FAX: (0530) 510299.






