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Ford Tractors Help Solve Drainage Problems On Golf Courses

plough at Thorndon Park.

With the combination of light-
weight, but powerful, tractors
from Ford and turf/grassland
tyres, it is now possible to drain
and maintain golf courses on
heavy clay land throughout the
year.

At Thorndon Park golf course,
near Brentwood in Essex, the
underlying clay soil had produc-
ed a bad drainage problem, par-
ticularly on the greens, resulting
in waterlogging, with related

ploughing Dyrham Park fairways.

A.1910 Ford Compact tractor with turf slitter and a 1210 tractor with mole

Ford’s 3910 four-wheel drive tractor with turf tyres at work mole

Ty

diseases.

To overcome this and to im-
prove turf quality, a Verti-drain
was purchased to remove cores
of clay soil. The holes are then fill-
ed by a sandy loam mixture en-
couraging good drainage.

“We purchased the Verti-drain
to improve the condition of
greens and we required a power-
ful, but lightweight, tractor to
operate the unit,”” said head
greenkeeper Keith Chinery.

“The only lightweight tractor we
found capable of handling the job
was the Ford 1910.”

With a lift capacity of 1} tons,
the 32hp 1910 Compact Tractor is
powerful enough to lift and
operate the Verti-drain and, when
fitted with standard turf tyres, the
overall ground pressure is reduc-
ed to a minimum. The optional
creep speed gearbox was
selected by Thorndon Park to
provide additional control when
operating the Verti-drain.

“The Verti-drain removes soil
cores of {in in diameter and up to
eight inches deep and, once
removed, these are swept by us-
ing a brush fitted to a 16hp 1210
Ford Compact. This system takes
less time, is less labour intensive
and more effective than the
previous system employed.

“With the versatility of the trac-
tors, we are able to use the 1910
for gang mowers or a turf slitter at
other times of the year, while the
smaller 1210 is used for mole
drainage on the fairways,” Keith
added.

Similar problems were en-
countered at the Dyrham Park
Country Club, near Barnet, Hert-
fordshire, where surface water
could be found on the fairways
during the winter.

The course is situated entirely
on clay soil, so a sub-soiler was
purchased to improve drainage
to a depth of 18in. With the very
wet conditions, it was impossible
to use the machine with an or-
dinary tractor without causing
considerable damage to the turf.

“We looked at various tractors
in the 40-50hp range and even-
tually selected a four-wheel
drive, 47hp 3910 Ford, fitted with
grassland tyres,’”’ course manager
Bob Hormegold said.

‘“My initial reaction was that the
tractor would be too big for the
course, but I was amazed at what
little effect it had on the turf.
Previous tractors caused deep
ruts.

“Since purchasing the 3910, we
have been able to work with the
sub-soiler even in very wet condi-
tions. Drainage has been improv-
ed on the course, without the ex-
pense of employing outside con-
tractors. The tractor can also be
used for other tasks such as deep
slitter and turf maintenance,” Bob
said.

GREENKEEPER MAY 1987

21



4f you're looking for the best value it can
1ly be TORO ... we may not be the lowest
»price butinthe long run TORO are by far
the finest economical and efficient
F MANAGEMENT EQUIPMENT .
o prove the point why not have a
demonstration working under your own
conditions... you'll soon see what we mean
icularly if you have other equipment to compare

Please send details as ticked box/s

Literature [0 Nearest Dealer [
Trial/Demo O
Name ..

Address

Wyl

¢ R y

ots, Huntingdon, Cambs PE19 1QH Tel (0480) 76971 Telex: 32523
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Recommended Reading

A full-colour, pocket-size product
manual is available free from ICI

Professional Products. The
booklet contains technical infor-
mation on all ICI products for the
protection and control of weeds,
diseases and pests in sports and
amenity turfgrass, landscape and
total weed control situations.

A colour-coded index enables
you to find, at a glance, the infor-
mation you require and full-
colour weed illustrations assist in
identifying problems.

And a free Casoron G granular
herbicide dosage indicator is be-
ing made available by ICI. It
enables operators to check and
compare their soil-applied
Casoron G application spread
pattern with the ideal pattern as
shown on the indicator.

The indicator visually shows
ideal spread patterns for dose
rates ranging from 40-160 kgs per
hectare of Casoron G and G4.

These items can be obtained
from the Customer Services
Department, ICI Professional Pro-
ducts, Woolmead House East,

Woolmead Walk, Farnham, Sur-
rey GU9 7UB. Tel: 0252 724525.
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New Features For Atco Royale

Seven improvements have been
made to the top of the range Atco
Royale for the 1987 season, which
celebrates its 25th anniversary.

The most important is the ‘key-
turn’ electric start - no longer will
users need to stop to pull the
recoil mechanism to bring the
Shp engine to life.

The Royale also includes an im-
proved large capacity grassbox —
it is now made from poly-
propylene, which will not dent or

tings are thrown back into the
box when it is removed, reducing
spillage.

Other new features include an
improved throttle control and
cushion-grip handlebars. Large
diameter side wheels are provid-
ed to the continuous front roller.
These are particularly useful for
cutting long and wet grass.

The Royale is available in three
cutting widths - 20in, 24in and
30in. For further information, con-
tact David Wooldridge, Mar-
keting Manager, Atco, Suffolk
Works, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14

rust. Cradle mounted for easy 1IEY. Tel: 0449 612183.

removal and replacement, cut-

The Atco Royale retails at about
£1,000 - with the Autosteer seat at
£145.

The Continental range of agri-
cultural tyres is now stocked by
Axleline Eastern of Hubberts
Bridge, Boston, Lincs. Axleline
Eastern’s stocks of these West
German tyres includes the com-
pany’s MPT 80 radial tyres in
10.5R20, 12.5R20 and 14.5R20
sizes to fit the Mercedes Unimog,
as well as other agricultural and
industrial equipment.

Tyres for all sizes of farm and
garden machinery and tractive
tyres for construction equipment
complete the Continental range,
available through Axleline
Eastern distributors. Further in-
formation from Hugh Hartley on
020579 531.
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Ah! Things Were So Much Better Then...

A notice detailing ‘war rules’ was recently sent into Greenkeeper. It
was originally presented to the Ascension Island Golf Club by Whit-
church GC, Cardiff.

During the Battle of Britain, play on golf courses was interfered with
by German bombers. To meet the conditions, the following ‘rules’ were
written by Major G. L. Edsell, secretary of the St Mellons Golf and Coun-
try Club, Cardiff and generally adopted:

1. Players are asked to collect bomb and shell splinters from the fair-
ways to save these causing damage to mowers.

2. In competitions, during gunfire or while bombs are falling, players
may take cover without penalty for ceasing to play.

3. The positions of known delayed-action bombs are marked by red
and white flags placed at reasonably, but not guaranteed, safe
distances from the bombs.

4. Shell and/or bomb splinters on the greens may be removed without
penalty. On the fairways or in the bunkers within a club’s length of a
ball, they may be moved without penalty and no penalty shall be incur-
red if a ball is thereby caused to move accidentally.

5. A ball moved by enemy action may be replaced as near as possible
to where it lay or, if lost or destroyed, a ball may be dropped not nearer
the hole without penalty.

6. A ball lying in any crater may be lifted and dropped not nearer the
hole, preserving the line to the hole, without penalty.

1. A player whose stroke is affected by the simultaneous explosion of a
bomb or shell, or by machine-gun fire may play another ball from the
same place. Penalty one stroke.
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People, Places, Products

The Wentworth Club now has the
Sports Turf Research Institute as
its course agronomists and
advisors.

Dr Peter Hayes, the director,
undertook a spring visit and was
joined by Keven Munt, recently
appointed course manager, who
takes up his duties in June. They
were accompanied by Mark
Couchman, foreman of West
Course, and Malcolm Sewell,
foreman of East Course.

Mr Doyle-Davidson, managing
director of Wentworth Club, said:
““We are naturally delighted that
Dr Peter Hayes has taken a per-
sonal interest in the Wentworth
courses and we look forward to a
long and happy association with
Bingley”'.

The STRI has also been retain-
ed by the club to advise on the
technical specification for the
new South Course, which has
been designed by John Jacobs
Golf Associates in conjunction
with Gary Player and Bernard
Gallacher.

[ S

The R&A has purchased some 59
acres of farming land adjacent to
the 9th at Muirfield, north of the
road from Gullane to North Ber-
wick. It has been acquired to en-
sure the long-term availability of
this area for car parking and
tented village activities during
the Open.
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foreman, Dr Peter Hayes, newly
appointed Wentworth Club course
manager Kevin Munt and East
Course foreman Malcolm Sewell.

Following in the footsteps of his
grandfather Albert Cole, who
retired from Ransomes in 1937
after 51 years, Bernard Rooke
has received his 50 years service
award from group chief ex-
ecutive Bob Dodsworth.

After ten years as Ransomes’
grass machinery technical sales
and service manager based in
Ipswich, in 1971 Bernard joined
Ransomes Deutschland in
Munster to take charge of the
technical side, making a major
contribution to the company’s
success in the West German
market.

During the past six months, he
has been Ransomes’ technical
sales and service specialist for
Europe, with special respon-
sibilities for new products.

BLACK FENSOIL,
SCREENED SEDGE PEAT
TOP DRESSINGS 2
SILICA SANDS., 9%

BANKS HORTICULTURAL
PRODUCTS LTD. 0858 64346

TECNOITILE

INSTALLATION ON TURF OR SEED
ALL YEAR PLAYING

LESS MAINTENANCE
LIGHTWEIGHT AND TOUGH

CAN BE ROLLED UP

PROTECTS GRASS ROOTS

NO MUDDY PATCHES

EXCELLENT GRIP FOR PLAYERS
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Ian Knipe, owner of the 18-hole
Lakey Hill club at Hyde,
Wareham, Dorset, took delivery
of two new items of Cushman
equipment recently from Huxleys
area manager Martin Cooke.

The Cushman Front Line ride-
on rotary mower, pictured left,
was the first unit to be supplied in
Britain by Huxleys equipped with
the latest 21.5hp three-cylinder
diesel engine. This top-of-the-
range machine also features full
power steering and can be sup-
plied with a choice of 60in or 72in
side- or rear-discharge cutting
decks.

The new Cushman Three-
Wheel Turf Truckster will be us-
ed with the club’s existing Huxley
and Cushman turf maintenance
and transport attachments.

Lakey Hill has over 700 playing
members. Following their pur-
chase of the club just over a year
ago, Mr and Mrs Knipe initiated a
£400,000 development and refur-
bishment programme for the
clubhouse and course.

A new pro’s shop (left back-
ground) has opened recently,
while a 24-bay driving range is
under construction.

Ian Knipe (right) with the new Cushman equipment at Lakey Hill.

BASF has appointed Hodges and
Moss distributor of Compo
Floranid fertilisers in the West
Midlands.

Based at Shrewsbury, the
recently formed industrial and
amenities division of Hodges
and Moss has established itself
as a major supplier of products
and services to the amenity
market in Shropshire, Cheshire,

Staffordshire and North Wales.

Floranid is suited to modern in-
tensively managed areas that de-
mand high slow-release content
fertilisers. It is also able to resist
the leaching caused by the
region’s relatively high rainfall.

Hodges and Moss can be
visited at its premises on Lan-
caster Road, Shrewsbury or con-
tacted on 0743 2412717.

““FENDRESS’

THE TRULY NATIONAL TURF DRESSING AS
SUPPLIED TO MANY CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils with a low clay and silt
content, carefully blended with Fenland Peat and Lime Free
Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate ap-
plication to golf/bowling greens.

Save purchasing expensive equipment, which stands idle for
much of the year. Also high labour costs and problems of fin-
ding suitable ingredients of constant quality.

BULK DELIVERIES TO ALL PARTS OF THE UK IN 10, 15,
20, 25 TONNE LOADS. CUSTOMERS IN BELFAST, ABER-
DEEN, PLYMOUTH, EAST ANGLIA, ETC.

PLEASE REMEMBER, THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE FEN-
DRESS, WHICH IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK.
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS.

Pre-Packed supplies available. Special mixes to your
specification prepared. Also, Screened Sedge Peat
(‘‘Fenpeat’’) in bulk. Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow.
Screened Loam, etc.

Please telephone T.J. Banks for quotations. You will be sur-
prised by our competitive prices.

Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., Suite 3, Angel Court,

Dairy Yard, High Street, Market Harborough, Leics LE16 7NL.

Tel: Market Harborough (0858) 64346.

FOR CONTROL AND CONVENIENCE

SERITOX is a trade mark of May & Baker Ltd.
May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM144TZ.

SERITOX TURF CONTAINS DICHLORPROP AND MCPA.
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.

GREENKEEPER MAY 1987 25



People, Places, Products
Continued...

David Wall.

David Wall has been appointed
technical rep for Rigby Taylor
(South), covering selected ac-
counts in Surrey, south-west Lon-
don and the west and north-west
territories of London.

David will continue to live at
Leatherhead, Surrey. He is assis-
tant manager of Sutton United FC
and holds an FA coaching badge.
David was coach of Leatherhead
FC during the FA Cup run in 1974
and accompanied them to
Wembley for the 1978 FA Trophy.

Mike Shephard has joined the
amenity and industrial products
technical sales team at Syn-
chemicals. He will cover the
north of England from the Scot-
tish Border to the Midlands.
Mike was previously employed
in a similar role at Erin
Marketing.

Norman Jones, director of Birds
Grass Care at Bancyfelin, Carmar-
then retired recently.

Following service in the RATF,
Norman joined Birds in 1959
covering the old county of Mon-
mouthshire as a sales engineer.
He was then made manager of the
newly opened branch at Ban-
cyfelin. Norman became a direc-
tor of Birds in 1977.

The depot will now be super-
vised by Steve Mathews, who
joined the company in 1981 and
has been responsible for the
parts and service department.

Richard Williams has been ap-
pointed sales engineer. Richard,
31, will be based at Willsbridge,
near Keynsham. Richard worked
as a greenkeeper and service
engineer before joining Birds a
year ago.

Birds Grass Care has joined
forces with Kubota to market its
range of compact tractors in
South Wales and the west of
England. Pictured is general
manager Jeff Bird selling the first
Kubota to a local contractor.

Top: Steve Mathews. Above:
Richard yillis.

HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY
ON TOP ON TURF

28
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Victa (UK) of Basingstoke and
Victa of Sydney, Australia have
become part of the Reil Corpora-
tion of Australia. The companies
have been acquired from
Allegheny International USA
and the agreement includes the
purchase of the Sunbeam Pacific
Division of Allegheny Inter-
national.

John Edmunds, managing
director of Victa (UK), said:
““This is an exciting opportunity
for us to develop our already ex-
panding and profitable grass
machinery business in the UK
and Europe. Our plans for fur-
ther expansion can now be im-
plemented and we can go for-
ward with confidence.”’

The National Turfgrass Council is
holding its fourth residential
seminar at the Post House Hotel,
Rye Hill, Allesley, Coventry on
October 21-22. The theme is
Water Management for Turf-
grasses.

Drainage techniques, the latest
irrigation technology and how to
manage water features on golf

courses or country parks will be
among the many aspects covered
in the seminar by a team of 13
speakers.

The cost is £96, for those book-
ing in advance, which covers all
expenses (accommodation,
meals and seminar proceedings).
Further details and booking form
from the Secretary, NTC, 3 Fer-
rands Park Way, Harden, Bingley,
West Yorkshire BD16 1HZ.

A video, available on free loan,
shows the full range of hydraulic
reelmowers designed and built
by Huxleys Grass Machinery
specifically for use with com-
pact and smaller-sized tractors.
Six mowers, with working wid-
ths from 5ft 6in to 11ft 6in, are
featured in the seven minute
video, which is available  in
either VHS or Beta formats from
Huxleys Grass Machinery, The
Dean, New Alresford, Hants
S024 9BL. Tel: 0962 733222.

A new company has been es-
tablished to offer systems for

selective weed control in
municipal, industrial and hor-
ticultural situations.

Called Spot-on Systems, it is
based at Kidderminster,
Worcestershire and operates
across the UK through a network
of distributors. It is headed by
Alan Bradbury as managing
director and James Bradbury as
sales director.

Further information on the
systems and chemicals is
available from James Bradbury at
Spot-on Systems, 116 Chester
Road South, Kidderminster,
Worcestershire. Tel: 0562 748316.

Ian Marshall, greenkeeper at
Wellingborough, is this year’s
Northamptonshire captain. Ian,
in fact, has a wealth of county
golf experience. He first played
for Dorset and won the county
championship in 1967 when aged
seventeen. He has also appeared
for Hertfordshire and Bedford-
shire.

Now playing off three, Ian has
won the Wellingborough club ti-
tle three times and is the current
holder.

e 2 automatic syringe

you how...

Aquaflow Plus, the simple way to computerise your
golf course watering system without having to worry
about computer languages. Benefits include:-

e 4 automatic start times per day/night.

start times per day-full or zoned.

e Unlimited number of manual starts o7 day
operating cycle e No computer language needed!

mmw PLUS -A DUAL PURPOSE mu=—=—

Your Club Secretary can use Aquafiow Plus to run his
office - ideal for membership listings, subscriptions,
handicaps, compsetition dates, pay-rolls etc.
Designed to connect to most
existing golf course watering
systems, Aquaflow Plus reduces
installation costs to a minimum.

Ask Gary Parker for more details -
he will be pleased fo show

IRRIGATION & SLURRY SERVICES

T

LOUVAIN - QUAVEY ROAD - REDLYNCH : WILTSHIRE SPS 2HH
TELEPHONE: DOWNTON (0725) 20377

Toro Irrigation Area Distributor

THE PROFESSIONAL CHOICE ..
FOR CONTROL AND CONVENIENCE

CASTAWAY PLUS is a trade mark of May & Baker Ltd.
May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM144TZ.

)

CASTAWAY PLUS CONTAINS THIOPHANATE-METHYL AND LINDANE.
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
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International Deal For Nomix

Bristol-based Nomix Manufactur-
ing, makers of low-volume spray-
ing systems, have finalised a deal
with USA chemical multinational
Monsanto.

Monsanto has been licensed by
Nomix to distribute its equipment
and use the Nomix trademark
throughout the world. Monsanto
has acquired a minority stake in
Nomix and, over the next ten
years, Nomix estimates that ex-
ports and royalty payments will
exceed £20 million.

Nomix founder and managing
director David Gill said: ‘““The
agreement provides our system
with immediate export outlets,
particularly in North America,
and we believe it recognises the
pre-eminence of Nomix’'s
technology not only in the UK, but
worldwide.”

The Nomix spraying system,
with its high level of safety and
operator protection, is, Monsanto
believes, indicative of the way
the market will develop.

Nomix Manufacturing was
founded by David Gill, who

previously sold low-volume
spraying equipment. In just over
three years, the company has
established itself as one of the
UK’s leading manufacturers of
low-volume herbicide spraying
equipment.

It was dissatisfaction with con-
ventional spraying systems,
which meant the mixing of her-
bicides and water, that led David
Gill to develop his new spraying
system. Conventional spraying
systems are wasteful, cannot be
controlled and can create pro-
blems of herbicide drift and
creep.

The company claims that the
Nomix spraying system is safer
and more efficient than conven-
tional knapsack spraying
systems. It incorporates a spinn-
ing disc that creates droplets of
herbicide which can be seen by
the operator when spraying,
assisting control and confining
spraying to a precise area,
therefore eliminating drift
problems.

The Nomix system is a major im-
provement for operators,
especially as the pre-mixed her-
bicide requires no direct
operator contact.

L

THE NAME for golf course equipment and furniture

BOOMERANG®
No.6
YDS 37 2
METRES 340
PAR

The Portland Tee Marker
A new and attractive, maintenance free concrete
block marker with an ALDURA tee plate.

The ‘Golf Ball’ Teemarker
A new solid resin attractive 3’ diameter addition
to our comprehensive range.

Phone 0582 597262 for a catalogue

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD., 342, SELBOURNE ROAD, LUTON, BEDS. LU4 8NU
GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT AND TURF MAINTENANCE MACHINERY MANUFACTURERS

28 GREENKEEPER MAY 1987



IT’S YOUR
CHOICE

The Beaver TM family of 3- and 5-gang mowers give you the
choice of 4, 6 or 8 blades, fixed or floating heads. For details of
these all-weather winners, contact:

Polymark Beaver Equipment Limited )

Artex Avenue - Rustington - Littlehampton ; Nl A

West Sussex BN16 3LN - ENGLAND A L\
sl

RO
HORTICULTURAL
EQUIPMENT LTD

DRV N\ﬁ%‘ AN L,
Chapel Works, Waldringfield, Woodbridge, Soffolk.

Reconditioned Turf Maintenance Equipment
A small selection of machines available this

month
RANSOMES TRIPLEX 171 £2,500
RANSOMES 180 £3,000
RANSOMES GANGS £400 PER UNIT
RANSOMES TM AERIFIER £500
RANSOMES AUTO CERTES £500

‘ !
Our stock lists change daily. me WM‘ wo i
All equipment reconditioned and warrented for 3 months. co ”m w
For further details ring Alan or Peter Clarke on m wﬂmoLMD

0473-36-791 ROVRAL is a trade mark of May & Baker Ltd.
A member of the CDC Group PLC May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM144TZ.

ROVRAL CONTAINS IPRODIONE.
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
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/P‘ C174
£GREEN'S |
'-‘ 4 wheel drive tractor.

RRP £4995 plus

Compact Tractors Rol bar extra.

E2304.

25HP. 4 wheel drive
— 16 speed.

RRP £6300

plus V.A.T.

C174.
HST 20HP. 4 wheel Drive — Hydrostatic.
RRP £6500 plus V.A.T.

For full details ring

Claymore Grass Machinery
37 Dulverton Road, Witton, Birmingham B6 7EQ

BIRMINGHAM ARBROATH
021-326-7171 0241-73841

] [ ————
CARPEAWMWTNTNOYW
_—__,/ \‘ LTD.

THE ‘TUFTURF’ TEE MAT —
Like a piece of firm, well sprung fairway FORTEE SHOTS

~ 5
TN K &
"s R ¥ e 4 e o A
< i P o e o N

“’A British made porous hardwearing all weather
tee 1.5m x 1m and 2m x1m. Synthetic grass,
bonded to reconstituted rubber underlay shock
pad with 60 tee inserts, combine to give a superb
playing surface. Its use is highly beneficial as a
WINTER TEE, or when re-turfing tees in the play-
ing season. Also ideal for DRIVING RANGES and
PRACTICE GROUNDS both indoor and outdoor.”’
Further details from:-

CARPETITION LTD.,
6 KAFFIR ROAD, EDGERTON,
HUDDERSFIELD HD2 2AN.
Tel: 0484-28777
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