Advisory Services - Agrochemicals
Demonstrations - Education and Training
Mowing and Maintenance - Irrigation
Recreation and Playground Equipment
Seeds, Turf and Plants - Sports Goods
Waste Disposal
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WORLD TRADE EXHIBITION

Arboriculture and Forestry - Buildings
Engines and Motors - Lectures and Films
Outdoor Furniture - Plant and Machinery
Protective Clothing - Safety and Security

Technical Books and
Trade Journals
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ROYAL WINDSOR 87

15th-17th SEPTEMBER 1987: 10am-5pm DAILY

The main event for the Professional Groundsman,
Greenskeeper, Landscape Architect, Estate Owner and
Manager, Site Operator and Local Authority Employee.

The finest opportunity to see a
whole range of developments,
discuss services and techniques
with experts, and check-test the

latest in machinery and
equipment.
Venue: The Royal Windsor

Racecourse, Maidenhead Road,
Windsor, Berkshire. Dates: 15th,
l6th and 17th September 1987.

Times: 10 am tll 5 pm daily.
Entrance: By Catalogue £2.00.

Com limentary admission to IoG
Members.

How to get there: (Windsor is
just 22 miles west of London).

By Road: A few minutes off the
M4 Motorway (Junctions 8/9or 6)
on the Windsor - Maidenhead
road (A308). Ample car parking
facilities available at £2.00
per vehicle. Coaches free.

Organised annually by:

ByRail: Frequent services to
Windsor from Waterloo, Reading
and Paddington with connections
to all parts of the country. A
complimentary coach service
direct to the Exhibition grounds
will operate each morning and
afternoon from Windsor & Eton
Central and Riverside stations.

ByAir: Close to London Heathrow
and convenient also for London
Gatwick airports.

The Institute of Groundsmanship,
19-23 Church Street, The Agora, Wolverton,
Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK12 5L.G
Telephone: Milton Keynes (0908) 311856
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Welcome to

cSolf

EVERY profession requires a public relations
vehicle to project its image to those who are
unaware of the complexities required in producing
a satisfactory end result. The greenkeeping
profession has been fortunate over the past few
years to have been assisted in these efforts by the
publication of this magazine and its team of
contributors. The time has come however, for a
magazine, aimed at a wider readership and one
that will proclaim the virtues and artistry of golf
course management today, not only read by those
in our industry but by the 'end user' - the club
member.

No longer are greenkeepers merely involved in
the maintenance of tees, fairways and greens, the
aesthetics of the entire course are of great interest
to a wide variety of people. Presentation or
packaging is a great importance in every sphere of
life today and nowhere more so than on the golf
course, not just for the few special televised
courses, but at every club for ordinary members
and guests alike.

The title of this publication from September
1987 will be changed to the Golf Course, enabling
the publishers assisted by the editorial panel of
the British and International Golf Greenkeepers
Association, to reach that larger audience and
make them aware of the skills required to produce
the kind of courses that are acclaimed the -world
OVer.

Jimmy Kidd, Chairman BIGGA editorial panel.

Next month sees the demise of a familiar name
when Greenkeeper becomes the Golf Course.
When Fore Golf Publications successfully bid for
the contract to publish a magazine for the new
unified BIGGA, we did so with an open mind, for it
was our belief that the members of the Association
would wish to contribute in many ways. We have
not been disappointed, variety will be the key to
the continued success of the Golf Course, with
regular features on education, technical topics,
machinery reviews, face to face interviews,
foreign golf, the history of the game and its
famous courses. Our aim is for a larger, brighter
and more diverse publication in order to attract
readers who are involved in the running of golf
clubs but who are so often unaware of what the
golf course really is, their club's greatest asset.
Much space has been given to "independence” in
publishing, neither we nor the Association see
this as a problem, Fore Golf is an independent

Continued onpage 6

GREENKEEPER AUGUST 1987

3




JSJACOBSEN.

tompany s UI{
division at Unit 12,
~N. L ynll lndusfrml

ergen
Way, y

Greens King Team...The Best in the Business




The new
Ransomes GT.




B (cws & Views I

Continued from page 3

company involved in the production of a number
of golf related publications, what we now see is
that through the BIGGA and its members a
virtually unlimited number of contributors all
with practical experience to pass on to their
colleagues.

Thanks to a further increase in circulation due to
the size of BIGGA membership we have already
attracted increased support from our advertisers,
keen to get their message across to all those who
are involved in the Golf Course.

Michael Coffey.

OPEN VERDICT

Another milestone was reached in greenkeeping
history, when at Muirfield the R & A's
Championship Committee Chairman, Alaistair
Low, made reference at the start of his address at
the prize giving ceremony. to the part played in the
success of the championship, not only by the
Honourable Company's Head Greenkeeper David
Kirkcaldy, but by the bunker rakers of the British
and International Golf Greenkeepers Association.
It is unfair to minimise the role of those bunker
rakers, but it was truly a memorable moment
when the new Associations name came over loud
and clear to the millions watching on television.

continued on page 11

Should you have any queries regarding membership of The British and International
Golf Greenkeepers Association write to:- N. Thomas, Executive Director, BIGGA,
The Sports Turf Research Institute, Bingley, W. Yorks.

BRITISH and INTERNATIONAL GOLF
GREENKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

reenkeeping member
INGIEE I HRL sl st i s s ssssssaasiesaysess G B S IS et
POSIOON ..covniiimasises
Trade or Associate member
LT T | SRR o R B MDA ioonisisivssssanission
PO & ot e s i
Preferct moailing ROOICHS: ot s v iiiinseintssaisetsusstiiaiibas s rasesssasssnssins

I attach my cheque for £15 (plusVAT) = £17.25

..........................

Return to: The Executive Director, BIGGA, Sports Turf Research Institute, Bingley, W. Yorkshire.
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THE ‘TUFTURF’ TEE MAT —
Like a piece of firm, well sprung fairway FOR TEE SHOTS

““A British made porous hardwearing all weather
tee 1.5m x 1Tm and 2m x1m. Synthetic grass,
bonded to reconstituted rubber underlay shock
pad with 60 tee inserts, combine to give a superb
playing surface. Its use is highly beneficial as a
WINTER TEE, or when re-turfing tees in the play-
ing season. Also ideal for DRIVING RANGES and

PRACTICE GROUNDS both indoor and outdoor.’’
Further details from:-

CARPETITION LTD.,
6 KAFFIR ROAD, EDGERTON,
HUDDERSFIELD HD2 2AN.
Tel: 0484-28777

THE NAME for golf course equipment and furniture

Y
BOOMERANGC

The Portland Tee Marker The ‘Golf Ball’ Teemarker

A new and attractive, maintenance free concrete A new solid resin attractive 3"’ diameter addition
block marker with an ALDURA tee plate. to our comprehensive range.

Phone 0582 597262 for a catalogue

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD., 342, SELBOURNE ROAD, LUTON, BEDS. LU4 8NU
GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT AND TURF MAINTENANCE MACHINERY MANUFACTURERS




Destination Dubai - where simply
growing grass for golf was, until
recently, a major problem...

This aerial shot shows how the course is turning the desert green. The 18th (left) and 9th fairways pass the
largest of four lakes on their way to a giant double green.

CREATING a golf course out of - pionship course between Rome
burning desert is nothing new, BY TORY Lewis and Singapore. Soon, it could be
but an 18-hole project moving responsible for an extension of
towards completion on the shores When completed towards the the European professional circuit
of the Arabian Gulf is already rais- end of the year, the Emirates Golf | into the Middle East. A regular
ing quite a few eyebrows. Club will boast the only cham- | tournament is the priority.

We’ve built more courses than everyone else put together...
for new constructions, alterations or improvements on your course...

GO Lanpscares LD,

ASHWELLS ROAD
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD
ESSEX: CM15 9SR

Telephone: (0277) 73720
Telex: 995215 GOLF LG

The proven experience in the field
for construction, drainage and irrigation
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Now that construction is complete, keeping the course in trim is the main

task.

The man intent on providing
golf with a major breakthrough in
the region is H.H. Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the
United Arab Emirates’ minister of
defence. ]

Sheikh Mohammed, known for
his love of horseracing, decided
to build a $1.25m grass golf
course on the fringe of Dubai to
increase the possibilities for sport
in the Emirates, already home to
the richest motor rally and power
boat race in the world and now
building a £9m international
cricket and hockey complex.

For the design work, he chose
American Karl Litten, architect of
scores of courses. The task of
making the whole plan work went

to a Yorkshireman, Stephen -

Trutch, Sheikh Mohammed’s
engineer.

The project has been a labour
of love for golf fanatic Trutch,
who has already claimed the first
birdie at the Emirates Golf Club
during practice over some of the
most advanced holes.

For green is now the dominant
colour at the 700,000 square
metre site, where water drawn
from the Gulf and pumped from
Dubai’s desalination plant is giv-
ing life to hybrid Bermuda grass
transplanted from Georgia, home

state of the US Masters.

The water sits in two man-made
lakes that hold ten million gallons
and also provide picturesque, but
awkward, hazards on a course
looping around them in a classic
links design conjured up by Lit-
ten out of the sandhills.

From the lakes, the ‘life-blood’
of the Emirates Golf Club flows
through an irrigation system -
designed by Litten’s represen-
tative in Dubai, Larry Trenary -
which will protect the grass from
the heat and ensure continued
growth.

Water is fed to the course by
740 Toro pop-up rotary sprinklers
installed below ground level. At
the moment, watering is taking
place around the clock. By the
end of the year, when the grass
has become firmly established,
only night watering will be
necessary.

The sprinklers were chosen
because of their electric valve-in-
head feature, which allows them
to be controlled collectively or
individually.

Tift 419 Hybrid B, developed in
Tifton, Georgia, one of the
premier grass-growing regions of
the USA, was chosen for the fair-
ways because it replaces itself
quickly and is salt tolerant.

For the greens, Tift 328 has
been used. It is a thinner-leafed
type of Bermuda, which allows a
better run of the ball. Cross-
cutting can produce a speed of 93
on the Stimpmeter.

All the grass was flown in from
Georgia in packets sealed to pre-
vent contamination and planted at
nurseries immediately on arrival
in the UAE.

“After a good heavy turf was
established, we used a Ryan
Mataway verticut turf mower to
pull pieces of root and stem out of
the ground,” Trenary said.

“The machine has hundreds of
little blades that are curled at the
end and spin very quickly, go
about half an inch into the ground
and pull up the grass.”

On the greens, the grass was
broadcast by hand, but for the
fairways, a machine invented by a
welder from Oklahoma was
br >ught into use. Costing $20,000,
the machine, which has not been
sold commercially, was built to
specifications laid down in Dubai.
It is towed behind a tractor and
drops grass sprigs in any desired
frequency.

“Behind is a large roller with
knives that dig into the ground
down to about six or eight inches.
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Then there is a large roller that
closes it all up and tucks it in,”
Trenary added.

“It can take four or five days to
plant an average-size fairway by
hand. This machine can do the
same work in a couple of hours,
covering an area of about three
acres (1.5 hectares).”

Even before the first grass was
planted at the Emirates Golf Club,
enquiries about membership
began flooding Stephen Trutch’s
office. There are currently 250
names on a membership list,
which will be extended to 300
when the course opens and will
probably rise to 500 in a couple of
years.

The Karl Litten organisation is
currently formulating a member-
ship structure, along with staffing
levels, for a club that will have
quite a lot more than golf to offer.

A multi-million dollar club-
house is growing day by day - it
looks like a huge, 2lst-century
version of a Bedouin tent. Inside,
members will dine at a five-star
restaurant, relax in saunas and
jacuzzis, while nearby others will
play tennis, squash and crown
green bowling inside an arena
that can be floodlit - like the prac-
tice range.

The rising structure of the Emirates Golf Club clubhouse, where members
will dine in a five-star restaurant and enjoy other superb facilities.

Thousands of trees, many of
them imported from South
America, along with giant cacti
from the desert plains of Arizona
and California, have been planted
around the course. The 3,000
metre perimeter, for instance, is
ringed by 2,000 Casurinas, while
date and coconut palms stand
alongside fairways and greens.

Toss a few crumbs into one of
two freshwater lakes and watch
Japanese Koi Carp swarm
around. There are now an
estimated 20,000 of the fish swim-
ming the lakes from an original
stock of 4,000. Lately, two salt
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water lakes have been dug into
the course to provide more col-
our and two additional hazards.

The biggest of the four lakes,
holding six million gallons,
guards a giant double green
shared by the 9th and 18th holes.
The final fairway, on an awesome
555-yard par-five hole, turns into a
dog-leg that will be lined by
trees.

With so much water around,
saving shots won’t be easy. Sav-
ing water - liquid gold in the
desert - won’t be easy either. But,
as a result of a novel idea dream-
ed up by engineers, around a
third may be recoverable.

As the water drains through the
ground, it will gradually float to
the top of the natural water table
below the surface. Engineers
believe it will be possible to
pump as much as 40 per cent
back up through filters into the
lakes within a couple of years.

The idea came from Eric
Tulloch, chief engineer at the
Dubai Water Department for 25
years, who began pumping water
out of the ground to top up the
swimming pool in his garden.

®Tony Lewis is the BBC TV
cricket correspondent.
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