Chairman’s Message

When greenkeepers amalgamated into one
association earlier this year, they adopted a
theme for change.

Over the last 20 years, our associations had
remained dormant. What had been
accomplished? One or two golf outings, a national
tournament, a non-existent educational system
and, as a result, lowly paid jobs with little or no
recognition from anyone.

Fortunately throughout Britain, we do have
people with foresight and imagination who realise
that opportunities exist to make the greenkeeping
profession powerful and respected.

In the last year, with many hours spent round
the meeting table, the new association’s
guidelines and objectives have been hammered
out, pointing us in a more progressive direction.

To assist further in this task, an executive
director, Neil Thomas, has been appointed and I
am confident that the board of management’s
selection will have an immediate impact on the
association. We wish Neil a warm welcome.

To communicate and, most importantly, to carry
the message that the course
manager/greenkeeper is vital to the game of golf,
this magazine has been selected as the
association’s official journal. And, from next
month, it takes a new title - the Golf Course.

The Golf Course will contain news and features

to inform, educate and entertain the membership,

while keeping the golf-related community in
touch with what is happening in the industry. It is
thought that the new title will have a wider
appeal than that of its predecessor, Greenkeeper.
My tenure as chairman has reached its latter
stages and I feel proud to be in the company of
honest, hard-working board members, who have
assisted me in the decisions that needed to be
taken in the formation of what I believe will be a
great association.
Walter Woods, Chairman, British & International
Golf Greenkeepers Association.

OBITUARY

It is with great sadness that we have to report the
death of Gerry Coley. Gerry was for many years
Course Manager at the Wentworth Club and as
such was one of the characters within the
industry. He handled, every year, more big
tournaments and televised events than any other
course manager in the United Kingdom. As a
result he was well used to pressure and it is
therefore doubly sad that his death comes less
than two months after a well earned retirement.
Gerry will be missed by family, friends and those
in all areas of golf who knew him.

VAN SALES
PERSON

We have a vacancy for a Van Sales Person
supplying all types of Golf Course
requirements i.e., Pattissons, May & Baker,
I.C.L, etc. The area to be covered is the
Greater Midlands and North Wales.
This is a challenging position for someone who
is self motivated and can work without
direct supervision. A knowledge of the golf
industry is essential.

Attractive salary and commission.
Apply in writing to:-

Mr. L. E. Breakwell,
Managing Director,
E.T.Breakwell Limited,
814 Stratford Road,
Shirley,
Solihull,

West Midlands.
B90 4B)

THE PROFESSIONAL CHOICE ...
FOR CONTROL AND CONVENIENCE

SUPER MOSSTOX is atrade mark of May & Baker Ltd.
May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM14 4TZ.

SUPER MOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN.
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
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-}f you're looking for the best value it can
TORO ... we may not be the lowest
butin the long run TORO are by far

e finest economical and efficient
3 FMANAGEMENT EQUIPMENT .
To prove the point why not have a
emonsfratlon workmg under your own
conditions... you'll soon see what we mean
(;ularly if you have other equipment to compare

Please send details as ticked box/s

Literature [0 Nearest Dealer O
Trial/Demo O

‘ WINDSOR SHO; i

St.mm. El —()and"S'ASl
-wand there! 5 suge to be
snmethmg NEW!

LELY (UK) LTD Statlon Road St Neots Huntlngdon Cambs PE19 1QH Tel (0480) 76977 Telex:
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People, Places, Products

Richard Walne, former technical
field representative at TORO UK,
has been appointed international
product development manager
and is now based in Minneapolis,
Minnesota.

Educated in Ipswich and Felix-
stowe, Richard is married to An-
nette with daughters Karen and
Rebecca. Prior to his appoint-
ment with TORO in 1979, he work-
ed for Ransomes.

The new general manager of
Mowing Machine Maintenance
of Wath on Dearne is Roy Stin-
ton. He moves from Ransomes,
who recently acquired the South
Yorkshire-based company.

Roy started his career with
Ransomes in the laboratory
where he subsequently became
chief metalurgist. For the past
ten years, he was general works
manager and had previously

Richard Walne.

been manager of the forge and
press shop.

Roy, 54, and wife Josephine
will be living in Mexborough.

An Atco gangmower used to
prepare the Muirfield fairways for
the Open brought this praise from
head greenkeeper David Kirk-
caldy.

“The Gangmaster provided a

Roy Stinton.

first-class finish, even on high un-
dulating ground and under wet
conditions. I particularly like the
front and rear rollers and the
calibrated height of cut adjust-
ment. The unit is also simple to
maintain and adjust and easy to
store and transport.”

A Gangmaster, manufactured
by Atco in Stowmarket, was also
used at Gleneagles for the Scot-
tish Open.

HA 1394

The new Sandmate
twice as effective as
traditional rakes!

* Glides through the sand removing
divot marks and footprints
with ease

* Levels without dragging
sand from the face of

the bunker

* Long-lasting mild

steel construction
with stove
enamel
finish

A completely new concept
in bunker rake design!

More and more clubs are switching to Sandmate!

Order yours now - or for further information write to:-

THE PROFESSIONAL CHOICE ...

O.Rees, 8 Magdalene Road, Shepperton, Middlesex.
Tel: Chertsey 65759

FOR CONTROL AND CONVENIENCE

DYON is aregistered trade mark of The Regal Chemical Company.
May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM144TZ.
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EUROPEAN SALES MANAGER

A British Company involved in the Turf Machinery market
invite applications, accompanied by a full C.V. for the
position of EUROPEAN SALES MANAGER
The successful applicant will be conversant with this
market and be able to speak both French and German.
An attractive remuneration package will be offered.
Apply in confidence to:-

Box No. 103,

Greenkeeper,

29 Station Road,

Dovercourt,

Harwich, Essex.

CO12 3AL

GOLF CLUB REICHERTSHAUSEN

require a

GREENKEEPER

Applicants should be experienced in all aspects of
modern greenkeeping. Knowledge of golf course
design and to supervise the construction of a 9 hole
course (20 miles north of Munich) expected.
Please apply in writing detailing previous
experience to:-

GOLF UND LANDCLUB SCHLOSS REICHERTSHAUSEN
Moosburgerstrasse 4, D-8068 Pfaffenhofen,

West Germany.

HAM MANOR
GOLF CLUB

requires

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Applications are invited from persons of proven
ability with suitable qualifications and
experience in all aspects of course management,
who have a thorough knowledge of machinery
maintenance and the ability to direct and
motivate staff.

Accommodation available. Salary negotiable.
Written applications with full C.V. to:-

The Secretary,
Ham Manor Golf Club,
Angmering,
West Sussex.
BN16 4JE

“When you think how
weather-tight a thatched roof
is, you can see how a build up
of thatch will block out air,
light and water from reaching
the roots. Of course, a little
bit of thatch is normal and
helps turf to wear better. But,
if it builds up too much, you
will soon have problems.

“Thatch build-up and soil
compaction are the twin
problems of any well used
sports turf areas. And hollow
tine aeration is the answer to
both. In fact, | reckon what
the Ryan people call Core
Cultivation should be a
routine part of any turf
maintenance programme, not
just a problem solver.

“Why do | think Ryan hollow
tine aerators are the best?
They're exceptionally well
made. Tough and reliable.

And they've got a lot of
special features, like the
Greensaire's 2 inch by 2 inch
core pattern. And the unique
design which makes each
tine go in and out absolutely
vertically so that it doesn't
damage the top surface like
some others can.

“In fact, you should have a
look at the whole range of
Ryan turf maintenance
equipment. It's the best you
can buy”.

The Ryan Range

Aerators

Greensaire 16in

Greensaire 24in with optional
Core Processor

Ride-Aire 19in ride-on

Lawnaire 19in

Lawnaire 3ft tractor towed

Tracaire 6ft tractor towed

Renovaire 6ft contouring
tractor towed

Scarifiers

Ren-O-Thin Shp 18in

Ren-O-Thin 7hp 18in

Mataway 10hp 19in self propelled

Turf Cutters

J.R. 12in width

Heavy duty 12 and 16in widths
with automatic chop off and
turf rolling

New vigorous growth after hollow tining

RYAN

Turf Care Equipment

Distributed in the UK by
Victa (UK) Limited

’ Rutherford Road
Daneshill West

Basingstoke

Hants RG24 0QY
Tel: (0256) 50301
Telex: 858282




People, Places, Products -
Continued...

Jacobsen Turf Equipment’s
Racine, Wisconsin headquarters
recently launched a new triplex.
The Tri-King 1471 riding reel

mower is designed to provide ef-
ficient mowing of formal turf
areas in an economical machine.
Hydraulic drive, aircraft yoke-
type steering, a foot-operated
hydraulic reel lift with automatic
start/stop and a 7lin cutting
width are the main featutes.

The 1471 from Jacobsen.

A new nine-strong range of lawn
and amenity grass seed mixtures
has been introduced by Hunters
of Chester.

Topping the range is Supreme,
a 70-30 blend of Waldorf chew-
ings fescue and Highland brown
top bent, which has been design-
ed to produce ‘county’ standard
golf and bowling greens and
cricket squares. For the same
purpose, there’s Sovereign, a
mixture of Barfalla chewings
fescue, Boreal creeping red
fescue, Poa pratensis and
Highland brown top bent.

For use on golf tees, the Sports
mixture contains smooth stalk
meadow grass, Waldorf chew-
ings fescue, Ensylva creeping
red fescue and Highland brown
top bent.

The sports section of the new
range is completed by Outfields,
a general purpose playing fields
mixture containing Sprinter
perennial ryegrass, Cascade
chewings fescue, Boreal creep-
ing red fescue and Highland
brown top bent, and two cost ef-
fective outfields mixtures.

For further information, contact
Peter Hunter on 0244 47574 or
Brian Hunter on 0422 823787.

““FENDRESS,’

THE TRULY NATIONAL TURF DRESSING AS
SUPPLIED TO MANY CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES

VPR

PESON, &

)

THE PROFESSIONAL CHOICE ..
FOR CONTROLAND CONVIENIENCE

SPASOR is a trade mark of Monsanto Company used under Licence.
May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM144TZ.

SPASOR CONTAINS GLYPHOSATE.
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils with a low clay and silt
content, carefully blended with Fenland Peat and Lime Free
Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate ap-
plication to golf/bowling greens.

Save purchasing expensive equipment, which stands idle for
much of the year. Also high labour costs and problems of fin-
ding suitable ingredients of constant quality.

BULK DELIVERIES TO ALL PARTS OF THE UK IN 10, 15,
20, 25 TONNE LOADS. CUSTOMERS IN BELFAST, ABER-
DEEN, PLYMOUTH, EAST ANGLIA, ETC.

PLEASE REMEMBER, THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE FEN-
DRESS, WHICH IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK.
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS.

Pre-Packed supplies available. Special mixes to your
specification prepared. Also, Screened Sedge Peat
(*'Fenpeat’’) in bulk. Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow.
Screened Loam, etc.

Please telephone T.J. Banks for quotations. You will be sur-
prised by our competitive prices.

Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., Suite 3, Angel Court,

Dairy Yard, High Street, Market Harborough, Leics LE16 7NL.

Tel: Market Harborough (0858) 64346.
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E & S Sportsground Contractors

RICHARD VEITCH

VERTI-DRAIN - Solid & Hollow Tine
All machines fitted with Hydraulic

depth control, operated from Cab.

£250.00 per day
£500.00 for 18 greens
£1000.00 for 5 day week

We offer a comprehensive range of services - please telephone for a quotation.

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE
TEL: BRACKNELL (0344) 424081 (24 hours)

C.D.C. GROUP P.L.C.

i i %
CD.CLANDSCAPES LIMITED C.D.C. (HORTICULTURAL EQUIPMENT) LTD
Specialists in design and construction One of the U.K.'s leading suppliers of
of golf courses in the U.K. and Europe used, reconditioned turf maintenance
Design and feasability study carried equipment. Suppliers of Ransomes,
out. Estimates prepared for all Toro and Sisis. All machines are

construction and alteration work. completely reconditioned to a "next to
Specialist advice available on turf new" standard and sold at very

\ management and aboriculture. J Kcompetitive prices. Shipping arrangedj

Manufacturers of golf course equipment.

C.D.C. Group PLC., Chapel Works,
Waldringfield, Suffolk.
Tel: 0473-36-791 FAX 212651




MACHINERY REVIEW

John Campbell Assesses The Ransomes Verticut 214

Bob Moreton was impressed by the
Verticut 214.

MODERN golfers are more crit-
ical of turf conditions than their
predecessors ever were. At one
time, they were content just to
have the greens in good condi-
tion, but now they insist on the
same high level of upkeep on the
fairways, giving a good lie for
every shot.

The trend for higher standards
on fairways encouraged Ran-
somes to develop the Verticut
214, which is capable of improv-
ing large grassed areas, especial-
ly golf course fairways. This
machine is designed to control
lateral surface growth by verticut-
ting to prevent the build-up of ex-
cessive fibre or thatch. Vigorous
new growth is encouraged and
playing surfaces presented in
peak condition.

Ransomes Verticut 214 is a com-
pact, three-unit machine that can
be hitched or unhitched easily
from most popular makes of trac-
tor. Hydraulic drive verticut reels
with spiral cutting action provide
efficient operation. Depth adjust-
ment is controlled by front and
rear full length rollers and the
floating head action of the units
allows them to follow ground con-
tours without damaging the turf.

Hydraulically powered verticut
reels comprise 18 discs, each fit-

ted with three reversible steel
blades spaced liin apart and
revolving at 1,200rpm. Hydraulic
control is by means of a single
lever, located behind the tractor
seat, putting the verticut reels in
drive, neutral or reverse.

Linking the verticutting unit to
the tractor’s three point linkage
and connecting the pto shaft can
be completed in a few minutes
and is just as easily detached by
the operator alone. The machine
is lifted by tractor hydraulics for
easy transport.

Evaluation tests of the Verticut
214 were undertaken at Sunn-
ingdale by Jack McMillan and at
The Berkshire by Bob Moreton.
After using the machine exten-
sively, both agreed the Verticut
214 performed verticutting work
on the fairways smoothly and effi-
ciently. The normal working
speed of 4mph was ideally suited
for doing the job over reasonably
undulating ground.

An experienced operator is
necessary to obtain the best
results — setting the height of the
verticut reels is simple, but
choosing the right penetration
depth to do the work properly re-
quires the expertise of a good
greenkeeper. Floating head ac-
tion of the verticut units allows

them to cope with the severest
undulations and the front and rear
rollers prevent damage to turf.

One problem they foresaw in
initial verticutting work on dense-
ly matted fairways was coping
with the vast amount of fibre and
thatch displaced by the machine.
Sweeping up afterwards was
necessary to remove residue and
leave fairways trim and tidy for
play. If verticutting work is done
at regular intervals, there is usual-
ly little fibre removed to present
problems afterwards, for it soon
decomposes.

Time of the year is an important
consideration for verticutting
operations - spring and late sum-
mer are probably best. Verticut-
ting can be done at any time dur-
ing the growing period, provided
that weather conditions are
favourable - not during drought -
and it only needs the verticutting
reels properly set for moderate
depth penetration.

Jack and Bob agreed that using
the Ransomes Verticut 214 would
lead to a vast improvement in the
condition of fairways, for it is a
fast, effective way to control the
build-up of thatch. They were im-
pressed by the robustness of the
machine and simplicity of opera-
tion and control.

GREENKEEPER AUGUST 1987 17




EDUCATION - WHO NEEDS IT?
A personal view by Eddie Park

WE HAVE listened for years to
people talking about the need for
better greenkeeper training and
patently it is a disgrace that golf
has done so little to provide the
training for those to whom clubs
entrust their most valuable asset.
The usual woolly belief that
somehow individual clubs should
manage training themselves has
made it possible for national
bodies to evade their respon-
sibilities for far too long.

Of late, we have seen the
Greenkeeper Training Commit-
tee grappling with this thorny
problem and slowly producing a
scheme that must, at least, have a
fair trial. If I do not sound alto-
gether convinced, it is because I
have my doubts as to whether it
all goes far enough.

Better training for today’s
greenkeepers has a strong ap-
peal for those directly involved,
as they feel that their status will
thereby be enhanced, but we
should recognise that it also has a
strong appeal for those in authori-
ty. They reason that it would get
them off the hook of being held
partly responsible for the poor
state of so many courses!

In recent years, greenkeeping
has been seen by an ever-
increasing number of perceptive
young men as a desirable career
and many of them are now com-
ing through into positions of
responsibility. They have found
their own ways of improving pro-
motion chances. I sat at table
recently with three young course
managers and was impressed
with their knowledge and com-
mitment, but even they had
worries.

So, I come to the crux of this ar-
ticle. If I am right in my belief that
the problems of maintaining golf
courses are really very complex
(in human terms, as well as
technical), are there not other
people who need education, not
just the greenkeeper? And if we
confine education” to the
greenkeeper, will the situation on
our golf courses ever improve?

Now that I have time to travel, I
see more golf couses and the
message that comes back loud

and clear, certainly from those at
the sharp end, is that the major
problems arise from the ig-
norance of the customers! 1
deliberately use that word
because I believe that all those
who work in a service industry
(with greater job security than in
manufacturing) must recognise
that, in today’s consumer orien-
tated society, the customer really
must come first, which is not to
say that he can have his own way,
however daft his demands!

We have to educate him and
channel his golfing desires so that
he wants, and is willing to pay for,
the best possible golf course that
is viable on his particular site.
And to stop him interfering with
the implementation of sound
long-term policy.

This process of educating the
consumer is, I believe, the factor
that is too often neglected in golf
course maintenance. I will not
pretend that it is easy - for too
long the British golfer has been
fed with the belief that he can
have whatever he demands. If he
likes the look of Augusta on TV,
then he should ask for it on his
own course - be it on London
clay or on a Scottish moor or on a
potato field in the Midlands.

Always, too, there is somebody
with a chemical or a machine or a
construction outfit who says he
can make these dreams come
true. No wonder the green com-
mittee and the head greenkeeper
are under almost constant
pressure.

Now, I know that the natural
reaction to all this pressure is to
play the game with the cards held
closely against the chest - in a
word, secrecy - but I am for the
promotion of education, for the
very good reason that it is much
more likely to work.

The recent regrettable happen-
ings at St Pierre, when one of the
world’s great golfers, Seve
Ballesteros, let off steam about
slow greens, lends point to my
case. The subsequent behaviour
of most (but not all) of the golfing
Press was unthinking, ignorant
and uncaring. It was just another
story.

As on similar occasions in the
past, the PGA European Tour
does not seem to be geared up to
dealing adequately with this kind
of situation. It was left to David
Jones to tell the story (Green-
keeper, June) and tell it very well,
but I am afraid he was preaching
to the converted, many of whom
have suffered in the same way.

I think many people would
benefit from some basic educa-
tion in the maintenance of golf
courses. The term ‘golfer’ actual-
ly covers them all and, generalis-
ing further, it is those who are, or
have been, good golfers who
most need to be disabused of the
idea that playing skills equate to
expertise on courses.

Club golfers and committees
are the first target - it is a fallacy
for greenkeepers to want to be
rid of committees, although I can
understand why. But just reason it
out. If you buy an electrical ap-
pliance and it proves to be faulty,
you expect the firm to have a
customer relations department to
deal with your complaints. The
golf customer expects no less
and that is, or should be, the func-
tion of golf committees. Both
customers and committeemen
need education in what they are
talking about.

I can best illustrate my thinking
from personal experience. The
idea that you can explain golf
courses to golfers in half an hour
over a drink dies hard. It is just
not that simple. It means demon-
strations on the course and it is
too time consuming to hit enough
people to have any significant ef-
fect. I am quite frequently asked
by individuals to “‘see what you
think of our course, old boy,”
which is even less productive.

In the past, we have recom-
mended the concept of a club
meeting where all the silly ideas
can be aired and answered. It will
sound a risky scheme to many
but, properly organised, it can be
very effective and the course
manager can find himself work-
ing in a much improved climate
with golfers actually encouraging
him to get on with, hitherto, un-
popular measures such as a
regular programme of aeration.
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Some years ago, I realised the
value of colour slides, especially
of close-ups of turf and, for my
own interest, I developed the
necessary expertise and a large
collection, some of which have
appeared in Greenkeeper. An in-
valuable aid!

It probably is not enough for
the green committee and
greenkeeper to try to do this on
their own, simply because of the
universal adage that ‘no man is a
prophet in his own country.’ (Or,
as it is usually expressed, ‘well he
would say that wouldn'’t he’).

In fact, if I am right and there is
a need for this service, it is too big
for individuals to run. However, it
could be just one of the items we
could expect to be organised by
the national and county unions.

Perhaps the first stage would be
to put the unions themselves on
the list for this particular type of
education. It must be at least ten
years since Peter Thomson
remarked that the essence of
good golf is ball control and that
you can’t learn that on soft,

Augusta - often desired by UK

golfers.

holding greens. Yet, these na-
tional and county bodies persist
in selecting as venues so many
courses providing such greens.

The modern greenkeeper has
developed a streak of in-
dependence and that must be for
the good. It should not, however,
lead him into the mistaken belief
that he should do everything for
himself. The Public Relations
work that is so clearly needed
(another name for the education
of others!) could well be organis-
ed, when it can draw breath, by
BIGGA, but it may not be possible
for greenkeepers themselves to
do the speaking-out. There are
times when hard things need to
be said!

Maybe under its new name, the
Golf Course, this publication can
reach a wider golfing readership
to pass on the message.

Most improvements in golf
course maintenance have
originated from the greenkeeper
and now is the time to do
something about these ‘human’
situations, which are at the root of
many of today’s problems.

BLACK FEN

TOPSOIL
Tel: G. ]J. Moyses
(0733) 69447

BLACK FENSOIL,
SCREENED SEDGE PEAT
TOP DRESSINGS
SILICA SANDS,

BANKS HORTICULTURAL
PRODUCTS LTD. 0858 64346

TECNOITILE

INSTALLATION ON TURF OR SEED
ALL YEAR PLAYING
(J ®_0
‘.‘.‘.‘.‘. LESS MAINTENANCE
LIGHTWEIGHT AND TOUGH
DC CAN BE ROLLED UP

PROTECTS GRASS ROOTS
NO MUDDY PATCHES
EXCELLENT GRIP FOR PLAYERS

TECNOTILE 64 OAKHURST GROVE LONDON SE22 9AQ

01-693 6287

Right Farm Equipment

New and Second-hand Tractors and Grass Cutting Machinery

FOR SALE
FORD12104WDSH  COMPACT ROTORVATORSH
LEYLAND1542WD2H  RANSOMES 180 SH

ISEKITS3500F4WDSH TORO70
ISEKI 2160 4WD SHH GANG MOWERS HYDROLIC
KUBOTAL2452WDS/H GANG MOWERS TRAILED SETS3&5

New equipment available
we are only a phone call away on

042 878 532
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.at the entrance to Parkers.

PARKERS of Worcester Park,
Surrey are well-known to most
greenkeepers and golf club
officials in the south, as well as
further afield - hardly surprising
since the company have been in
the sports turf industry for many
decades, writes John Campbell.

There are three divisions - turf
management, Parkers’ mower
repairs and horses. The Parker
family have long been
associated with equestrian
events and they maintain a large
indoor riding school and a
stable block within the grounds.
The present headquarters
includes a 500-year-old
farmhouse and the remains of an
oak tree of similar vintage at the
entrance.

Company chairman George
Parker has been involved with
the business since 1927.
Nephew Jim Parker is managing
director and Peter Simpson sales
director.

The company are well placed
to cater for the needs of London
and the south-east, where there
is a high concentration of
outdoor sports facilities, and
about 70 are employed with

Inside the compost mixing shed.

COMPANY PROFILE - PARKERS

An historic farmhouse (right) and oak tree (left) stand

seven full-time reps covering the
territory.

They have a large number of
special haulage vehicles for the
transport of fertilisers, compost
bulk deliveries, grass seed,
machinery, etc, and a fleet of
service and repair vans manned
by skilled mechanics are always
on call to deal with machinery
breakdowns during the busy
growing season.

Parkers have always been a
friendly family business and
have maintained a close
association with the industry,
arranging regular educational
seminars on the upkeep of
sports turf and artificial surfaces,
and they sponsor popular golf
days for club secretaries and
golf course managers at first-
class venues.

The firm have a modern
compost mixing plant with
extensive undercover storage
space to meet the needs of a
wide variety of sports turf
requirements. Parkers fertiliser
mixtures for fine turf and outfield
areas are used extensively.

They are the main agents in
the south-east for Notts Sport

John Campbell gets it straight from the horse’s mouth
while Jim Parker (left) and Peter Simpson look on..

GCrass Reinforcement, a synthetic
fabric that’s as flexible and easy
to lay as carpet and allows grass
to grow through it, providing
anchorage and protection for the
roots. It's a boon for paths,
banks and worn-out walks and
can be used on cliff faces, river
sides and eroded roadsides.

Parkers have established an
enviable reputation for reliable
and efficient service and have
an impressive list of regular
customers, including
Sunningdale and Walton Heath,
the All-England Lawn Tennis
Club, Hurlingham and
Twickenham.

Many company products go to
Europe and the United Arab
Emirates and they also import a
number of items from the USA,
including the popular Parker
spreader.

Since 1951, they have been the
sole distributors of the SISIS
range of equipment for London
and the southern counties. They
are also dealers for Iseki tractors
and supply most of the main
manufacturers grass mowing and
turf cultivating machinery for
golf courses and sportsgrounds.

Compost in the course of preparation.
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