
OUR EQUIPMENT 
COPES WITH NATURE'S 
TREADMILL... 
Nature never relents. Maintaining the condition 
and appearance of parks, golf courses or sports 
grounds is rather like trying to travel up a 'down' 
escalator . . . it demands constant effort just to 
stay abreast and its hard not to lose ground. 
Bob Andrews' equipment ensures that any pro-
ject stays manageable . . . a comprehensive 
range of high performance machines that are 
easy to operate, built to last and designed to 
handle the toughest tasks, swiftly and effec-
tively. Mowing, spreading, scarifying, leaf col-
lecting . . . whatever the job, whatever the con-
ditions, Bob Andrews Ltd. can provide the equip-
ment to keep any situation well under control. 

TRUE TEMPER CYCLONE SPREADER 

NEW 
COLLECTOR 
MODEL 

BLUEBIRD 
TURF IMPROVER 
Its a slitter, its a scarifier, its 

a vertical mower . . . the 
choice is yours . . . and it 

collects all of the 
resultant debris. 

Simply a matter of 
fitting the 

appropriate work 
reel, and letting the 

Bluebird fly 
through the 

job. The name 
may be 

picturesque, but 
the qualities are wholly 

practical and the unit is 
virtually unbreakable. 

BOB ANDREWS 
PICK UP MOWERS 

A range of sturdy and versatile tractor drawn pick-up 
mowers that give high performance for a low outlay. 
Easy to operate, simply to manoeuvre and quick to 
unload, they mow and collect long or short grass 
with equal «efficiency. They are ideal for scarifying 
mown areas and collecting rubbish, twigs, thatch 
and fallen leaves. With a Bob Andrews Pick-Up 
Mower on your team you have the power to make 
short work of time-consuming tasks. 

AMAZONE TRACTOR-MOUNTED 
SPREADERS 
These are the broadcast 
spreaders by which all others 
are judged . . . and found 
wanting! Over 800,000 sold so 
far, Amazone spreads all 
fertilizers and dry dressings 
accurately and speedily. 6cwt. per load . . . 
spreading width 4 - 3 3 ft. 

GOLFERS 
RAKES 
Light enough to use 
with one hand, 
yet almost 
indestructible, Bob 
Andrews' Golf 
Bunker Rakes have 
flexible shafts and 
heads, and an in-built 
durability. Every 
good bunker 
deserves one . . . two 
if its a big bunker . . . 
and the price is a 
pleasant surprise. 

Write or phone for full details and name 
of your nearest stockist. 

BOB ANDREWS J 
MORE POWER TO THE PROFESSIONALS 

The pedestrian Cyclone" is as impressive as its 
name implies. A durable 

id well-designed unit 
that spreads any 

free-running 
material with an 
efficiency thats 

outstanding. 
No heavy 

concentrations to 
damage the turf, 
no breaks in the 

pattern leaving 
sections untreated, 

no underlap, no 
overlap . . . just a smooth 

and uniform delivery at a 
rate between V2 - 8 oz per sq. 

yd. and a spread width of 9 ft. 

P O N T I A C W O R K S , F E R N B A N K R O A D , A S C O T , B E R K S . TEL: 0 3 4 4 885575 . 
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CALCOT PARK GOLF CLUB 

invite applications for the post of 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be fully experienced in all 
aspects of modern greenkeeping, machinery 
maintenance, staff supervision and turf manage-
ment techniques. 

Salary negotiable. Accommodation available. 

Please apply in writing giving age, course exp-
erience and qualifications to: 

The Secretary, 
Calcot Park Golf Club, 

Bath Road, 
Calcot, Reading, 
Berks. RG3 5RN 

WEST SURREY GOLF CLUB 
urgently require an 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Mature person required (25 + ) to carry out all 
greenkeeping duties. Training will be given but exp-
erience in machinery maintenance and use of tractors 
and mowing equipment preferred. 
Apply in writing with C. V. to: 

Secretary / Manager, 
West Surrey Golf Club, Enton Green, 

Godalming, Surrey. GU8 5AF 

LEEDS CASTLE 
requires an 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants should be suitably qualified and have a 
knowledge of machinery. 

Apply in writing with full C. V. to: 
Personnel Officer, 

Leeds Castle Enterprises Ltd., Leeds Castle, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME17 1PL. 

Applications close 15 May 1987 



Greens King Team...The Best in the Business 



RELIEVE COMPACTED AREAS IMPROVE DRAINAGE 
GREATER ROOT DEPTH 

(Contractors) Limited 
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road, Three Legged Cross, Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 6QY 

Telephone: Verwood 822372 & 824906 (STD 0202) 

STAY LOOSE 

GREENS, TEES 
NOTHING GOES 

APPROACHES 
DEEPER. 

THE 'TUFTURF' TEE MAT — 
Like a piece of firm, well sprung fairway 

LTD. 
FOR TEE SHOTS 

AND FAIRWAY SHOTS *'A British made porous hardwearing all weather 
tee 1.5m x 1m and 2m x1m. Synthetic grass, 
bonded to reconstituted rubber underlay shock 
pad with 60 tee inserts, combine to give a superb 
playing surface. Its use is highly beneficial as a 
WINTER TEE, or when re-turfing tees in the play-
ing season. Also ideal for DRIVING RANGES and 
PRACTICE GROUNDS both indoor and outdoor." 
Further details from:-

CARPETITION LTD., 
6 KAFFIR ROAD, EDGERTON, 

HUDDERSFIELD HD2 2AN. 
Tel: 0484-28777 



BIGGA goes 'public' 
The first major educational event for the British and International 
Golf Greenkeepers Association took place at Mere Golf and Country 
Club in mid-March. This is the third time that the excellent facilities 
at Mere have been chosen as the venue for a greenkeeping seminar -
the first two were organised by the north-west branch of the BGGA. 
Chairman for the day was Brian Moss, chairman of the north-west 
branch of BIGGA, who, together with all delegates, was welcomed by 
Mere's managing director Max Brown. 

Walter Woods, who spoke in 
his capacity as BIGGA chairman, 
opened by giving an update on 
the progress made by the new 
association. He said that BIGGA, 
through the R&A and EGU, had 
employed a firm of management 
consultants to assist in the ap-
pointment of a general ad-
ministrator who, he hoped, would 
be in office by June. 

The consultants were also 
assisting the board of manage-
ment in the choice of a magazine 
for the association. 

Walter went on to point out that 
it had required a dedicated effort 
by all of the three previous 
association committees over two 
years to achieve unity. The new 
board of management was equal-
ly dedicated and striving to en-
sure that the association started 
on a firm footing. BIGGA was not 
to be a golfing society, but based 
ent irely on educat ing its 
members, he said. 

Over the last ten years, there 
has been much progress in 
greenkeeper training and the 
BIGGA chairman highlighted his 
involvement in the supervisory 
courses at Elmwood College, 
Fife, which are now in their fourth 
year. Walter said the registration 
scheme for greenkeepers must 
be improved and that, by educa-
tion, a register of qualified 
greenkeepers must be a priority 
of the general administrator. 

He stressed the importance of 
regional organisation to coor-
dinate educational activities and 
the need to maintain the high 
standards for seminars that had 
already been set. 

There is to be an annual golf 
tournament and trade show, 
along the lines of those held in 
the United States. Walter's 
message was that BIGGA will go 
forward quickly and with a united 
membership. 

The next speaker was R&A 
secretary Michael Bonallack. He 
started by saying that the R&A's 

role in golf was misunderstood 
and he welcomed the opportuni-
ty of putting the record straight. 
The R&A has limited authority 
and that what it has is based on 
willing consent. To give some 
background to this statement, he 
gave a detailed account of how 
the R&A came to be the game's 
ruling body. 

The R&A is not the oldest club, 
that distinction goes to what is 
now the Honourable Company of 
Edinburgh Golfers (at Muirfield), 
but in 1834 King William became 
the first royal patron and gave the 
club the title Royal and Ancient. 
Membership at this private club 
comes from just about every golf-
ing nation. 

However, as is well-known in 
greenkeeping circles, the R&A 
doesn't own the courses at St An-
drews. They are public and run 
by the links management commit-
tee, on which the R&A has repre-
sentatives. 

In 1897, there were no uniform 
rules for the game, each club 
adopting a variation of its own. A 
number of clubs approached the 
R&A and, from this, came the first 
rules committee, which covers 
the world except the United 
States and Mexico. 

There is now a complete 
review of the rules, with the 
USGA, every four years. The rules 
committee comprises twelve 
members of the club plus eleven 
others co-opted from other golf-
ing nations around the world. A 
rules decision book is produced 
every four years with updates 
every year. Rules covering 
amateur status are also produced 
in the rules book but, as such, do 
not form part of the rules of golf. 

Another very important com-
mittee is the implements and 
balls committee, which is respon-
sible for testing new equipment, 
golf balls, etc. Balls must be 
limited in the distance they can 
be struck to keep today's courses 
in a sensible playing form. The 

game must not be ruined by 
equipment or balls such as the 
Polara, the banning of which cost 
the USGA $4 million. Iron Byron, 
the USGA's ball testing machine 
sited at Far Hills, New Jersey, can 
now be outhit by fitter and 
stronger golfers. However, as 
much as is humanly possible, the 
aim is to try and keep things as 
they are. 

Michael Bonallack spoke about 
the championship committee. 
The Open Championship was 
organised by the host club, the 
founders were Prestwick and 
Royal Liverpool, until 1920 when 
the championship committee was 
formed and the R&A took sole 
responsibility. It now runs the 
Open, Amateur, Seniors, Boys 
and Youths Championships, 
together with the Walker Cup. 

The Open Championship has 
grown considerably in every 
aspect. In 1939, total prizemoney 
was £1,000 with a first prize of 
£150 and attendances were about 
5,000 a day with the total cost of 
the Open being £1,525 against 
receipts of £2,400. In 1987, the 
prize-fund will be £650,000 with 
the winner taking £75,000 and the 
cost of staging the event 
estimated at £2 million. The spec-
tator record at St Andrews in 1984 
of 193,000 is expected to be 
exceeded. 

The championship is budgeted 
to balance, with gate and tented 
village receipts equalling staging 
costs. The revenue from TV rights 
and licensing fees from the Open 
Championship trophy logo go 
back into golf. The variety and 
scope of these arrangements is 
staggering. The R&A sells live 
television pictures, provided by 
the BBC, to countries throughout 
the world, including the US, 
Australia, Japan, South Africa, 
Argentina and many others. 

The money generated, some 
£650,000 in 1986, goes back into 
golf in the broadest sense. It is 
allocated to training young 
golfers through the Golf Founda-
tion, through the golf unions and 
it helps young PGA professionals 
through the PGA European Tour 
satellite events. This is seen as 
good for the game and will create 
a greater demand for courses and 

Continued on page 8... 



VOTE or 
CONFIDENCE 
Sales of Daconil* £ur/ prove the point. Since it was launched by 
ICI last year, greenkeepers everywhere have elected to use this 
turf fungicide based on cholorothalonil. Well you can't keep a good 
fungicide down! 

Its unique mode of action means that even after years of 
successful use on fine turf it continues to be effective. 

And because of its multi-site action and chemical composition 
it can be used M f e in sequential spray programmes with total 
confidence. 

The list of [ turf diseases prevented, controlled and cured 
is impressive: f 

But that's not all. Daconil turf can be used at any time of the 
year and is especially useful in spring and autumn when disease 
incidence is most likely. It has dependable and consistent disease 
activity and only needs to dry on the leaf to resist heavy rains, 
morning dew or frequent watering. And because of its liquid 
formulation it is easy to dilute and apply. 

Vote for Daconil turf\ 

Daconil turf. 
Professional Products 
ICI Professional Products, Woolmead House East, Woolmead Walk, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7UB. Tel: (0252) 724525 
Daconil turf contains chlorothalonil. Read the label before you buy; Use pesticides safely. 
*Daconil is the registered trade mark of SDS Biotech. 



the employment of green-
keepers. 

Two years ago, it was felt that 
there was much uncertainty 
within greenkeeping associations 
and that they did not speak with 
one voice. As the R&A recog-
nises that the golf course forms 
the most important part of the 
game, it was felt that green-
keepers should have one strong 
association. The R&A has provid-
ed money for the STRI research 
programme and for greenkeeper 
training, so that they can speak 
with one voice and with authority. 
This is why the new association 
will have its headquarters along-
side the STRI at Bingley. 

The R&A's panel on green-
keeping, although not all experts, 
is there to advise the club on how 
it should make money available in 
this most important area of the 
game. Although BIGG A will be 
run by its board of management, 
the R&A will assist the association 
with funding for as long as it takes 
to become financially viable, for it 
is recognised to be most worthy 
and of great importance to golf. 

Should the association, green-
keepers or the STRI staff at 
Bingley feel there are specific 
problems that need research, the 
R&A will provide money for this. 
Michael Bonallack stressed that it 
was not the R&A's role to dictate. 
The golf unions run golf, not the 
R&A, and are responsible for han-
dicapping, course rating, etc. 
The R&A has links with the golf 
unions, not the golf clubs - clubs 
are members of the unions. 
Therefore, the R&A has no 
authority to tell clubs how to 
operate. Help can be given 
where necessary and advice from 
its consul tant agronomist 

provided. 
The championship committee 

advises clubs what is wanted -
firm greens and firm, closely 
mown fairways - but the commit-
tee is happy to leave matters in 
the hands of experts, such as 
Walter Woods and Tom O'Brien. 
The R&A believes that these con-
ditions, unlike some American 
courses seen on TV, are correct 
for its championships and that 
skilled players cope with them 
best, thus producing worthy 
champions. 

Michael Bonallack ended by 
wishing BIGGA well with its first 
seminar and promised that 
anything the R&A could do to fur-
ther the association's cause 
would be done. 

The remaining speakers were 
Tony Gentil, deputy head of hor-
ticulture at Reaseheath College, 
who spoke about trees on golf 
courses. David Lucas, course 
manager at the new Tytherington 
Golf and Country Club, came 
next - his theme was construction 
of a golf course through to com-
pletion. Those who attended the 
EIGGA conference at Warwick 
last year will recall this talk, ex-
c e l l e n t l y p r e s e n t e d and 
illustrated. 

After lunch came Wing Com-
mander Bill McCrea, secretary at 
Walton Health, who delivered a 
paper on the financial and 
budgeting aspects of green-
k e e p i n g . Al though many 
greenkeepers are now responsi-
ble for budgets, Bill McCrea gave 
some interesting views on how to 
present cases to committees who 
"hold the purse strings." 

Malcolm Evans of ICI Profes-
sional Products followed with a 
detailed slide show on the im-

plications of the Food and En-
vironment Protection Act 1985. As 
Greenkeeper has pointed out, it 
is i m p e r a t i v e that c l u b s 
themselves are aware of the re-
quirements under this act. If you 
have any doubts or queries, ICI 
has a help-line (tel: 0252 724525) 
manned by Malcolm Evans, Roy 
Taylor and division manager 
Keith Cleverly. 

John Lowery, course manager 
at Ringway Golf Club, whose 
clubhouse was recently des-
troyed, then detailed, in a very 
amusing fashion, how he made 
his own compost and the cost of 
doing so, contrasting his methods 
with purchasing from an outside 
supplier. 

Sand and its uses on the golf 
course, by Martyn Jones, was the 
final topic for the day. After a 
lengthy description of what sand 
actually is, illustrations showing a 
sand construction within a plastic 
lining were discussed. The 
presentation was detailed and 
technical and it is by no means 
certain everyone understood all 
of what was said. However, sand 
constructions clearly do need dif-
ferent and careful management 
compared to more conventional 
forms of green. 

The day concluded with a lively 
question and answer session. 
One of the most interesting points 
raised being the question of a 
levy, suggested by Wing Com-
mander McCrea, to be paid by all 
golfers through their golf unions 
to support greenkeeper training 
and research. Upon being ques-
tioned on the likelihood of this, 
Bill McCrea said he felt it was 
something on which the R&A 
should "give a lead." 

WOODEN SHAFTED 
GOLF CLUBS WANTED 
Any quantity. Any condition. 
Good prices pair for rare or 

interesting clubs. 
Old golf balls and golf ball moulds 

also wanted. 
TEL: CROWBOROUGH (08926) 4240 

m0£ 
/ Organic Fertilizers 

'The finest range of Ciquidfeeds for turf. 
Don't take our word for it. Get your 

FREE SAMPLES.Contact:-
Mr. John Walker, RiteFeed Ltd. 

Aqueduct St Mill, Aqueduct St, Preston PR1 3QE 
Tel: (0772) 201674 or (0524) 791615 



AUGUSTA! 
Augusta National and the 
US Masters mean something 
special to most golfers and I'm 
no exception. The thought, 
therefore, of having the 
opportunity to see the course 
firsthand recently was exciting 
and eagerly anticipated. I was 
not to be disappointed, writes 
Howard Swan (below)... 

Jack McMillan with the 4th green (background, left) and the lovely, but 
lethal, 16th green to the right. 

He spoke authoritatively about 
his experiences in the north and 
his work in managing a prestige 
championship course and how he 
came to step "from the frying pan 
into the fire" in 1986 when he 
moved to Augusta. 

The change, he said, was im-
mense, not only because the 
whole of his management pro-
gramme was geared to the 
Masters, but because of the vastly 
different climatic conditions 
Augusta experiences, with sum-
mers of high temperature and 
humidity and the attendant 
agronomic problems. Gone were 
the winter snow cover, frosts and 
cold winds of the north-east. 

Augusta National is most 
famously associated with one 
man, Robert Tyre Jones, 'Bobby' 
to all, who, in the 1920s, became 
the world's greatest golfer. 

He was, of course, an amateur -
a Boy Wonder, playing in his first 
national championship when 
fourteen and, seven years later, 
winning the US Open (not the first 
time an amateur has won the tour-
nament, however). 

His years at the top were scant, 
covering only the time it today 
takes most young pros to win a 
single tournament, but the record 
he set in those eight years is 
colossal. 

From 1923 onwards, it was Bob-
by Jones against anybody, every-
body, all of the field, amateur or 
professional. He won 13 major 
titles, five US Amateurs, one The par-four 14th, known as Chinese Fir. 

The morning dawned bright 
and sunny, if a little cold for 
Georgia, when I was privileged 
to accompany Jack McMillan and 
Tim Bowyer, a University of 
Georgia Ph.D. and now president 
of Southern Turf Nurseries, to 
Augusta. The car journey of over 
three hours along the straight and 
dull freeway at the statutory, yet 
modest, 55 mph seemed to take 
an eternity. 

But, finally, we made it and 
drew up to those hallowed gates 
through which few seem able to 
pass. We felt duly honoured that, 
via the GCSAA, the club and Tim 
Bowyer, we had obtained an en-
try badge. 

Lunch in the Green Jacket 
Restaurant opposite the club, sur-
rounded totally by memorabilia 
of the tournament, gave us the op-
portunity to meet Paul Latshaw, 
Augusta National's superinten-
dent - a relatively recent recruit 
from Oakland Hills, New Jersey, 
itself a US Open Championship 
venue. He seemed a thoroughly 
relaxed man for one whose 
course would become the centre 
of the world's golfing eyes in ear-
ly April, only some two months 
away. 



No. 13 - the last of three holes renowned as Amen Corner. 

Ä place for everything - everything in its place... 

The short 12th, menaced by the waters of Rae's Creek. 

British Amateur and, in 1926, he 
became the first to win both US 
and (British) Open Champion-
ships in the same year. He re-
mained an amateur. 

In 1930, he retired at the height 
of his career, after completing 
The Grand Slam. He was highly 
successful, universally liked and 
accoladed for his commitment, at-
titude and modesty. 

He was a natural who had never 
taken a lesson. He picked up a 
club and just swung it, as if it was 
the most natural thing to do. Dur-
ing play, he never asked a caddie 
for advice in any form. It was only 
after he gave up the game that his 
immense talent was recognised 
and he became a true American 
hero. 

He returned to his native Atlan-
ta to practise law and soon began 
to look at building his dream 
course. It had to be close to home 
and in the land of Fruitlands 
Nurseries on the Washington 
Road, Augusta, he found what he 
wanted. This was 1931. 

Jones had met Alister Macken-
zie, an English doctor, many 
times at golf tournaments in the 
north-east but, most significantly, 
at Cypress Point, California, one 
of Mackenzie's most renowned 
examples of his considerable 
skills as a golf course architect. 

Jones commissioned the doctor 
to design his new course at 
Augusta. He had chosen, in his 
opinion, the best site and the best 
man to lay out a course on it. 

Work began almost immediate-
ly to a budget of $100,000 (remem-
ber this was 1931). The specifica-
tion was as never before - 80 
acres of fairway, 100,000 square 
feet of green, sophisticated 
drainage and an underground 
watering system, one of the first 
in the world. 

In his design, Mackenzie was 
uninhibited. Encouraged by 
Jones, he created the best 
simulated seaside conditions he 
could and as the land would allow 
- rolling, bumping fairways, only 
29 bunkers, minimal simplicity, 
absolute heaven. 

The day we saw Augusta Na-
tional, it was just that. 

A hole by hole buggy tour, 
guided by the superintendent, 
who was constantly questioned 
by the British, was fascinating. 

I had imagined that the golf 
course would be the showpiece I 
had seen on television, so ar-

Continued overleaf... 


