tificial and so contrived as to be
unacceptable to the traditionalist.

It was exactly the opposite.

A large expanse of open
meadow to the front of the
clubhouse contained the home
greens, outward tees and fair-
ways, downhill and undulating,
dotted with white sand in
beautifully shaped bunkers. To
the left and right were the tree-
lined fairways to the 10th and l1st,
with no discernible rough -
green and flowing, open and
pleasant.

The greens borrow heavily,
true to Mackenzie tradition.
Originally Bermudagrass, they
were more recently converted to
bent, with considerable reshap-
ing and reconstruction to suit
grass and architectural whim. The
greens had been returfed in that
process and, interestingly, were
exhibiting problems of poor
rooting, soil incompatibilities and
capillary breaks similar to those I
have experienced at home.

I would never have believed
that could have happened at
Augusta, but it didn’t shatter the
dream!

Fairways and tees were com-
mon Bermuda, dormant, of
course, on our visit, oversown
with ryegrass, providing, by
Masters time, perfect golfing
surfaces.

Reaching the holes on Amen
Comner (11, 12 and 13) was the
climax of our tour. The architec-
ture was stimulating and all
without the vast array of flowering
shrubs in bloom. It must really be
a picture at tournament time in
April.

I have to say that it should be in
good condition. After all, no one
plays it. The membership is ex-
clusive, to understate the point.
In the five hours of our visit, we
saw only five golfers - one four
and a single! And the course is
closed through the hot and humid

summer prior to overseeding and -

preparation.

I was surprised to find a par-
three course also on the club’s
land, to the back of the elegant
colonial houses that flank the
clubhouse. The short course
plays a significant part in Masters
week when the pros have a
lighthearted day on it. From what
we saw, it looked as attractive,
challenging and superbly kept as
the main course.

We returned to the clubhouse -
which, sadly, we were not permit-
ted to enter - in the late afternoon

The British contingent - Howard Swan, Rita and Jack McMillan - revelled
in the delights of Augusta, guided by Paul Latshaw.

and to the maintenance complex.
It may be modestly provided with
buildings but, by many British
standards, it was palacial.

There was an office with a

secretary, a laboratory, staff
facilities, mower stores, material
stores, large machinery stores, all
excellently laid out and maintain-
ed, and as many Cushmans as I
have seen on one golf course.
Needless to say, Jack McMillan

melted at the sight!

I came away with the lasting im-
pression that it was all being pro-
fessionally managed and pre-
sented, much to the credit of the
superintendent and his staff,
some 50 years after the inspiration
of Jones and Mackenzie began it
all.

Augusta National is a mar-
vellous golfing place and it was a
magical day.
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FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION

Rainbird sprinklers are made in California, so are Toro, so are Buckner.
Weathermatic sprinklers are made in Texas, Perrot sprinklers are
made in Germany and Roland are made in France... but

Watermation Sprinklers are made in Britain

Along with their unique TW1 and TW2 computer controllers
and other specialist equipment, Watermation have now
designed and built their own GN range of sprinklers.

Apart from keeping their own people in work, there are
other advantages to buying British. The prices won’t

be usbject to increase with the dollar, deutschmark or
franc and there are always spare parts quickly available.

We don’t expect you to buy Watermation sprinklers just to
be patriotic. They are high quality sprinklers made from
brass, bronze and stainless steel in a heavy cast corrosion

resistant body. The internal mechanism has a multi fit guide /
plate so that it can be used to refurbish the Rainbird 21-47 /
range or the Weathermatic K range — thus saving money. %

/

_
All the GN sprinklers have thick moulded green rubber tops and ///
have been specially designed for golf course irrigation — the GN1 ///
for tees, the part circle GN2 for the greens and the long range full ///%

circle GN3 for fairways.

HBUY BRITISH — BUY WATERMATION — BUY THE BESﬂ\/

Watermation Ltd., Monument Way E., Woking, Surrey GU21 5LY.
Tel: Woking (04862) 70303 & Stirling (0786) 70252.

JOIN THE GROWING LIST OF THOSE
WHO HAVE USED THE PROFESSIONALS

MAJOR CAPTAIN

- Engage SCC’s land army for all your maintenance, course
improvements, construction, landscaping and hiring needs.
All types of turf care equipment for hire.

oy
BaL O/C|C Lands Maintenance 1td

12 Foxburrow Close, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 9JJ. Tel.: Haverhill 62369
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GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE NOW -
A PERSONAL VIEW BY EDDIE PARK

IN THE November '85 and April
'86 issues of Greenkeeper, 1
wrote articles on the problems
encountered in the reclamation
of indigenous turf and the sorry
state of our winter golf. Now, in
early 1987, it is timely to take
another look at British courses
and try to establish the problems
that are most exercising the
minds of those at the ‘sharp
end.’

So, what are the problems?

Each year, they are becoming
more severe and technically
more diverse. They are mainly
man-made, including the ever-
increasing problem of
compaction. Last year, just for a
change, every season was late
and this type of variation occurs
frequently enough to rate as a
normal hazard.

I know some think I am a
doom and gloom merchant, who
exaggerates today’s problems
and views the past through rose-
coloured spectacles. Time will
tell who is right. In fact, ‘time’ is
a most important word. My
impression is that it can take a
long time to really wreck a golf
course - maybe as long as
eighty years on some
intrinsically good sites.

The worrying feature is that
the pace of deterioration has
quickened. Many people have
confused all this with a move to
a more modern form of the
game and lack the scientific
knowledge to appreciate that
the end result could be
devastation. Let us be clear
about one thing, attempts to
produce ‘modern’ golf, with
year-round receptive greens,
involve maintaining those greens
at a fixed point in the natural
process of decay.

““North of Watford, at
least, that situation may
just be changing,
particularly as we are now
beginning to see the
wholesale digging up of
greens that have been
wrecked by mistaken
policies.”’

A thatched green is dug up.

This is far too difficult a trick
for mere mortals and the
inevitable result has been a big
drop in standards. In turn, these
have been disguised by the fact
that sufficient customers seem
prepared to continue to pay for
what are demonstrably poor
conditions. North of Watford, at
least, that situation may just be
changing, particularly as we are
now beginning to see the
wholesale digging up of greens
that have been wrecked by
mistaken policies.

On the positive side, I find
numerous examples of
greenkeepers with ambition
who have taken on great sites in
a poor state and are backing
their expertise and courage to
produce real improvements -
David Jones when at Purdis
Heath, John Philp at Carnoustie,
Kevin Munt, until recently up at
Dornoch, and David Spurden at
Ganton are just the first
examples that come to mind.

I think, however, it is
worthwhile looking in more
detail at the difficulties
greenkeepers tell me they
encounter when trying to
reclaim indigenous turf.
Undoubtedly, some just go too
fast — more than one course
manager has remarked to me
that it is easy to get rid of Poa
annua. The really difficult trick is
to bring along bents and fescues
at the same speed.

In a dry year, it’s child’s play
to make life impossible for Poa,
but much more of a task to
produce the right balance of
conditions for what I call ‘our’
grasses. Equally, of course,
some people go too slowly and
find that what they fondly hope
is the ‘middle way’ is no way at
all. Sufficient aeration without
the degree of trauma that
antagonises members is not
impossible, but it is difficult to
please all the members all of the
time.

Many greenkeepers are
coming under increasing
pressure to succeed in their
agreed aeration programmes
without any disruption to play
and have had to compromise on
the number of passes each
green receives. Better to do it
deep enough and often enough
and hold out the promise that
the worst will soon be over.

To do that, it is essential to be
equipped with machinery that
really gets deep enough without
making too much mess and in as
short a time as possible. Such
machinery does exist, but too
often I find a club trying to
manage with something
inadequate.

I have a lot of doubts about
the efficacy of many of the
hollow-tining operations I have
seen. Poor penetration means
that only the surface drainage is
improved and the water lies on
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the still-compacted layer three
inches down. The green feels
softer simply because the
surface layer remains wet and
the golfer doesn’t really
appreciate the ‘pegboard’ effect.

We could do with a more
objective method of measuring
degrees of compaction - it is
very difficult to make
comparisons having regard for
seasonal variations.

Irrigation can be greatly
reduced and should be carefully
recorded but, here again, I find
courses without even a meter to
measure how much water was
put on (and when) and no
records of rainfall. An old
shallow spiker can be modified
to keep the surfaces of greens
just ‘pricked’ in drier seasons.
Together with monthly spraying
of wetting agents, the
requirements for irrigation can
be dramatically reduced.

When I have spoken at
greenkeepers’ meetings, I have
found considerable agreement
from experienced men that
many problems stem from non-
uniform construction giving,
especially, varying permeability.
An efficient hand-watering
system, with adequate pressure,
quick couplers and good green-
to-green transport can make it
possible for a skilled staff to do
a good job.

Having got all this basic
husbandry right, then, surely,
everything must be plain sailing?
Well, as some people have
discovered, this is not always so.
Those who have disposed of
their thatch find it a daunting
prospect that there is still the
little matter of reducing the
dominance of Poa annua. It
doesn’t even seem to be a
constant picture from week to
week.

‘Bents Disease’ close-up - Agrostis on the left, Festuca on the right.

This is the point at which it is
SO necessary to regard each
green as a space where the
grass population can be varied
by management of ecological
factors. And if a week is a long
time in politics, it is an even
longer time in the grass
population of a green. Patience,
subtlety and sheer cunning are
required.

Worse still, there are some
really nasty snakes to slide
down. Looking back through
pre-war Lindrick reports by
R.B. Dawson and R.P. Libbey, I
can read of dry patch problems
and appreciate what heartache it
caused. It’s still around today at
some courses and I certainly
admire anyone with the fortitude
to cope over the long time it
takes to get these problems
under control.

I hinted last year that at
Lindrick we had a summer
problem - at the first hint of
stress from drought or heat, we
saw some of our agrostis curl up
its toes. This only happened to
agrostis, not Poa annua (which
we might have expected) and
certainly not fescue, which
looked healthier than ever.
These grasses could be growing
unaffected only inches away, so
we called it ‘Bents Disease.’
Nobody seemed to have a
definite diagnosis.

After a few weeks, the grass
seemed to recover, although we
would have been happier to see
it displaced by a grass without
these disadvantages. Keen
observation by course manager
Kevin Hazlehurst and his staff
showed that there was deficient
root growth in these areas for
some time before they saw any

contact...

The Berkshire’s may be really special. ..
...but if you need a new irrigation system, or your old one just improved to the highest standards

COLF Lanpscarzs HIRIRIG/AIPRION
regional m distributor

ASHWELLS ROAD
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD
ESSEX. CM15 9SR

Telephone: (0277) 73720
Telex: 995215 GOLF LG

The proven experience in the field
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““Dr Neil Baldwin, the new
plant pathologist at the
STRI, has now taken this
research under his wing
and he already thinks he
has seen the same
conditions at Ganton. I
think he may well find it
in a lot more places, too.’’

symptoms. Dr Neil Baldwin, the
new plant pathologist at the
STRI, has now taken this
research under his wing and he
already thinks he has seen the
same conditions at Ganton. I
think he may well find it in a lot
more places, too.

After three summers of
suffering, we have worked out a
palliative remedy - well before
trouble strikes, our staff are
treating these affected areas
(and only these areas - lest we
encourage Poa annua elswhere)
with selective irrigation.

So, what of the future? Well, I
reckon that ‘now is the time for
all good men to come to the aid
of the party,’ as the old saying
goes. Let’s forget the past and
just accept that, with few
exceptions, most clubs got it
wrong at some time or another.

I hope that the campaign in
Golf Monthly to encourage
authorities to grasp a whole
range of responsibilities will
bear fruit. National problems
demand national remedies -
they cannot be shuffled off on to
individual clubs. Golfers must
be educated to realise that

better golf costs more and
requires expertise, not least
among men who represent them
on committees.

I have been impressed, when
asked into clubs to explain
things with the help of slides, at
the amount of interest shown
nowadays by so many golfers.
That must be a good sign.
Incidentally, this does seem to
be a possible way to get
members off greenkeepers’
backs, albeit time-consuming.

And what about
greenkeepers? A united
association and a better training
scheme will not, in themselves,
solve all the problems. I can
speak with forty years
experience of belonging to a
profession. To be seen to
embrace ethical responsibilities,
the desire to use advisers in a
productive fashion, the wish to
learn as much as possible (not
just about the interesting
aspects, but the whole subject)
are the ways to improve status,
not by some kind of decree.
There are many daunting tasks
ahead for the new association
and I hope they will not forget
the essential PR component.

Sensible changes

The advisers? It must be
evident to all that future success
depends on a willingness to
make some sensible changes in
their ways of operating. A visit
to a course followed by a report,
however helpful at the time,
needs extensive follow-ups.
Committees have to be

convinced that potentially
traumatic policies are right and
necessary, even if it requires a
presentation to the members.
Very often the interpretation of a
prescribed policy is no easy
task.

It is no criticism of Dr Peter
Hayes to say that many of us
would like to see a more
commercial attitude at the STRI,
offering a fuller service by well-
paid advisers. It is, as usual, a
chicken and egg situation with
demand from customers a
prerequisite.

I just wonder if the board of
management at the STRI,
composed as it is of men who
proclaim ignorance of the
technicalities, is able to make it
all happen.

One can only applaud their
administrative expertise and
their generosity in giving up a
great deal of time, but is this
going to be enough?.

““I have been impressed,
when asked into clubs to
explain things with the
help of slides, at the
amount of interest shown
nowadays by so many
golfers. That must be a
good sign. Incidentally,
this does seem to be a
possible way to get
members off
greenkeepers’ backs,
albeit time-consuming.’’

HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY
ON TOP, ON TUREF.

S MACHINERY
N Al )
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Closer Liaison For Jim And The STRI On R&A Work

Jim Arthur.

To ensure a greater uniformity in
course conditions and presenta-
tion of links hosting the Open
Championship and courses tak-
ing the qualifying rounds, in 1971
the R&A championship commit-
tee, under the chairmanship of
the late Charles Lawrie, ap-
pointed Jim Arthur to advise on
course preparation and long-term
links management.

The resulting free advisory ser-
vice to these clubs, as well as
those hosting the Amateur Cham-
pionship and Walker Cup,
developed quickly and in the en-
suing 16 years Jim Arthur carried
out regular visits. This was in ad-
dition to his private consultancy
work in Britain and on mainland
Europe, covering over 400
courses.

Jim now wishes to reduce his
workload, which has grown
greatly since his advisory career
started at the Sports Turf
Research Institute (then the Board
of Greenkeeping Research) in
1946.

This is especially the case with
his extra work in recent years
with the Greenkeeper Training
Committee, liaison with the
selected training colleges and in-
volvement in the work of the
R&A’s greenkeeping panel of the
external funds supervisory
committee.

As part of the closer liaison bet-
ween the STRI and Jim, as well as
the backing and support of the
R&A for the body’s advisory ser-

vices and research programme, a
start is being made in the form of
joint advisory visits by STRI
specialist golf agronomists and
Jim to those courses hosting
qualifying competitions for the
Open.

In this way, the R&A feels that
continuity of advice will be main-
tained with the aim of producing
the true links conditions de-
sirable for all its championships.

Jeffrey Perris has been ap-
pointed the STRI’s senior ad-
visory agronomist. Jeff hails
from South Wales and he joined
the institute’s advisory staff in
1966 after graduating in
agriculture from the University
College of North Wales, Bangor.

Much of his work is under-
taken in the West Country, but
he also travels extensively in
western Europe. Jeff will con-
tinue with his existing duties,
which include lecturing, and
will help lead the development
and extension of the institute’s

Hodges and Moss has appointed
Tony Howard, 53, technical rep
for its industrial and amenity divi-
sion in north Staffordshire and the
West Midlands.

With its headquarters at
Shrewsbury, the division, formed

in 1982, specialises in the iden-
tification of problems arising in
forestry, amenity and vacant land
areas, as well as providing
solutions.

The division is also engaged in
the control of pests, diseases and
weeds in sportsturf and land-
scaped areas, as well as the supp-
ly of herbicides, fertilisers and
composts to local authorities, in-
dustry and leisure clubs.

“Combined with the resources
of out plant pathology laboratory
and an experienced workforce
equipped with the latest mobile
machinery, the division continues
to attract new customers, so we
are delighted Tony has joined
us,” manager Bob Bolland said.

Tony Howard.

Peter Bridgewater has joined
Supaturf as a rep for the northern
home counties. Customers can
contact Peter at home on Witney
(0993) 74419 or through Supaturf’s
southern branch on Iver Heath
(0895) 832626/834198.

16 GREENKEEPER APRIL 1987




News & Views

Notes From Scotland

The Central area AGM was held
at Tulliallan GC. Jim Cameron
(Callander) was installed as chair-
man and Ian Ritchie (Ladybank)
vice-chairman. Jimmy Kidd (Glen-
eagles) gave a resume on the pro-
gress of BIGGA.

Nearly a hundred met at Ayr
College for the Ayrshire/West
seminar. While this was a joint
venture, most of the organisation
was handled by Ayrshire sec-
retary Jim Paton.

The college staff pulled out all
the stops to ensure a successful
day, with the superb catering,
splendid facilities and en-
thusiastic cooperation we have
come to expect from Mr McKin-
ney and his team.

Harry Diamond and Alastair
Connell, chairmen of the Ayr-
shire and West sections, in-
troduced the morning speakers,
David Boocock and Stewart Or-
myroyd, who were followed by a
question and answer session.

Dr Peter Hayes of the STRI
started the afternoon by talking

about grasses. Jeff Perris discuss-
ed maintenance problems and
his answers to them, presented in
a positive way, struck a respon-
sive chord in the audience.

A panel, consisting of the four
speakers and two chairmen, fac-
ed some ‘nippy’ questions at the
final question time, especially
from Chris Kennedy and Jimmy
Kidd, and with George Brown
bowling a ‘googly,’ the afternoon
finished on a high note. Cecil
George proposed a vote of
thanks to all concemed.

Special mention should be
made of the younger members
who attended, some of whom
travelled from as far afield as
Glasgow, Dumfries and the Isle of
Arran to attend their first seminar.

The first East Midlands annual
spring golf tournament as a part of
BIGGA will take place at Hin-
ckley GC on Wednesday May 13,
starting at noon.

A medal competition, the draw
for teeing-off times will be made
on the Saturday before - further
information is available from R.

Willars on Sutton Elms 283053.

Entry forms have been posted,
so if you have not received one,
contact the aforementioned
before Wednesday May 6, the
closing date for entries.

A singles knockout competition
for the Supaturf Knockout Cup
will run throughout summer. The
draw for this event will be made
at the spring tournament and,
again, entry forms are available
from R. Willars.

The pairs knockout competi-
tion format has still to be arranged
and entry forms will be sent out
with those for the spring tourna-
ment. Other future dates include
the autumn tournament at Chevin
GC on Wednesday September
23.

The Rigby Taylor Trophy is for
greenkeepers only and is played
as a ten-a-side golf match against
the Midland area. The team is
selected from the first ten in the
aggregate combined scores for
the spring and autumn tour-
naments - this year, the trophy
will be contested in the East
Midlands.

R. Willars.

are you concerned
with root development

Slow hard growth, a thick sward,drought resistance, soil conditioning,
grass seed germination, tree planting, fine turf, land reclamation,
indoor landscaping, a balanced management system,
destructured soils, deep green colour, improving your soil .

.. then Farmura Environmental Products AL/
can help your management programme.

Ask for details of the Farmura range of products or write for colour brochure to:

Farmura Environmental Products, Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford, Kent. TN27 9DU.

Tel: Egerton (023376) 241

farmuras

ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS

—
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' SOLVES THEM ALL

Providing the best solutions to your Wherever you work and whenever you
problems is what Supaturf do best. need supplies there is always a Supaturf
Supaturf supply a superb blend of branch or a distributor of Supaturf products
fertilizers, grass seed and top dressings and within easy reach.
are national distributors for the products of Supaturf also offer a full laboratory tested
such companies as these. soil advisory and analysis service as a further

BASF AQUA-GRO commitment towards raising technical

standards in the industry.
TURFACE farmura Why not contact us today at one of our

Like the familiar symbols of the branches and let us supply your requirements.

companies featured here, the Supaturf sign is

the mark of quality, reliability and value for With Supaturf solving your problems

money. you can relax with the results!

°/ Su p a t u’ ‘ For details of Supaturf distributors ring Head Office
@ North South West
Unit 2 D.O. Hunt Limited

Head Office South Midlands & South Wales Ripley Close 14 Fairfax Road
Oxney Road Dromenagh Farm Unit 104B Normanton Heathfield
Peterborough Seven Hills Road Hartlebury Trading Estate Wakefield Newton Abbot
Cambridgeshire Iver Heath Kidderminster West Yorkshire Devon

PE15YZ Buckinghamshire Worcestshire WF86 1TB TQ12 6UD
Branches: Tel: (0733) 68384 Tel: (0895) 832626/834198 Tel: (0299) 250087 Tel: (0924) 891000 Tel: (0626) 834499




The Johnson J-Range is a ‘super-grass’ range
and has everything you need for the finest quality
sports, amenity, local authority and landscaping
schemes.

A series of specially formulated mixtures gives
you a grass for every purpose and there’s also a
range of wild flower species. And a unique range

B ST (X RS
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of reclamation mixtures.

If you wish to make up your own mixtures we
can supply the quality cultivars you need including
Waldorf, Dawson, Banner, Parade, Arno, Scaldis
and Merlin.

We've over 160 years of experience—it’s yours
for the asking. Talk to us now about:—

J Range

SPORTS AND AMENITY GRASSES

W. W. JOHNSON & SON LTD., LONDON ROAD, BOSTON, LINCS PE21 8AD. Tel: BOSTON (0205) 65051
Branches at Haydock, Merseyside and Woodley, Berks.



Noteboolk

People, Places, Products

Inturf has transferred its head-
quarters to larger premises in its
home town of Pocklington, near
York.

The company has provided
specially grown turf for some 30
golf courses, 16 bowling clubs
and numerous other sports,
recreational and landscaping
projects.

More information from Inturf at
11b Regent Street, Pocklington,
York. Tel: 0759 304101.

Lely (UK) offers the new TORO
Triflex 88 grass cutting unit for
attaching to its range of Ground-
smaster 322D or 327 models.
The Triflex 88 is a variable
discharge in three chutes. Width
of cut is either 54in, 72in or 88in.
Mowing rate from the offset
deck is up to 4.7 acres/hr at
5.5mph. Height of cut is between
1-4in adjustable in }in in-
crements. It has five heat-
treated steel blades 19in long,
}inthxckandZ{inwide

Toro, Station Road,
Huntingdon, Cambs PE19 lQH.
Tel: 0480 76971.

Scottish Agricultural Industries of
Firth Road, Livingston, West
Lothian EH54 5QW has launched
a new turf food specifically
designed for use on fine turf
where no phosphate is required.
Longlife Finegreen N contains
Didin, which gives more efficient
utilisation of nitrogen in the fer-
tiliser supplied.

This new organic-based mini-
granular addition to the Longlife
range is safe and easy to use and
the inclusion of Didin ensures a
longer and more even growth
response from fewer applica-
tions. Packed in 25kg polythene
sacks, the normal application rate
is 35gm per sq metre.

Further information from Mrs J.
Heeks on 0506 39281.

quay GC (£130,000), Salisbury
and South Wilts CG (£10,000),
Royal Lytham and St Annes
(£31,000),

Royal Birkdale

(£40,000), Tandridge GC
(£10,000), Romsey GC (£28,000),
Formby GC (£6,000) and building
a £100,000 five-hole extension at
Puttenham GC.

The company completed three
new courses in 1986 and it is an-
ticipated that four or five more
will be constructed this year.

Each year, Gannon holds open
days/workshops at soccer clubs.
The programme covers winter
pitch renovation and soil
amelioration.

This year’s dates and venues
are: May 14 - Leeds United, 19 -
Newcastle United, 20 - Bolton
Wanderers, 21 — Chester City, 27
— West Bromwich Albion, June 2 -
Brentford and 4 - Crystal Palace.

The programmes commence at
9.153am and interested parties
should contact Gannon at
Welbourn, Lincoln. Tel: 0400
T72475.

Attention!

Landscape architects, parks managers, landscape contractors, golf
greenkeepers, groundsmen and turf producers . . .

For high quality grass seed mixtures, wild flora conservation mixtures, tree and shrub
seeds, fertilizer products and professional service and advice.

Look no further!

Our Amenity Seeds manager, Jeremy Howarth will be pleased to pass on the benefit
of his wide experience and see that you receive a copy of our new comprehensive
catalogue which details mixtures produced in the U.K. and includes many varieties
bred by major plant breeders, D.S.V. Why not contact him now?
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