NEWFROM C.MW. THE ‘MUDLARK’ BOOT/SHOE CLEANER

Ideal for

® Removable mud tray fitted as standard. ® Hard wearing nylon brushes easily
® Fitted with R/C circuit breaker plug, as changed, when required. (Note — brushes
standard, for maximum safety, with 30 feet also fit the Bootgroom Bootwiper).
of heavy duty mains cable. ® Self lubricating, and aligning bearings.
® Spring loaded switch to ensure no wastage @ Easily maintained and all parts easily
of electricity. replaced. Full instructions with each
® All metal parts galvanised and powder machine.
coated for durability.
® Lightweight, easily moved but with the
facility of permanent fixing, via hole, in the £297 50 each
bottom of the machine. carriage £7-95

C.M.W. EQUIPMENT CO.,
21 Totman Crescent, Rayleigh Weir Industrial Estate, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 7UY. Tel: 0268 770311
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Where Do We Go
From Here...

Now that the votes are in and counted, overwhelm-
ing approval for a new unified greenkeepers
association has been given by the members of
SIGGA, EIGGA and the BGGA, what will happen
next?

Four members from each of the current assoc-
iations will meet and plan the future. There are a
number of items they will have to consider. First
the new Associations name and image, surely the
title should be the Golf Greenkeepers Association,
as in the Golf Club Stewards Association, the
Professional Golfers Association etc. The logo
could be the same as the Golf Course Super-

[N
intendents Association of America ’“’ modern,

stylish and bringing greenkeepers on both sides
of the Atlantic closer together.

The business plan for the new Association will
be strongly biased in favour of education and
communication, with the continuation of lectures,
seminars and an annual conference with the
Associations AGM taking place at the same time.

Perhaps the most difficult item on the new
committee’s agenda will be to define the role of
the Association’s Administrator. Will the post need
to be full time initially? Apart from running the day
to day finances, attend Board of Management
meetings and generally promoting the greenkeepers
role in the golf club, what will the job description
encompass. He or she will have to organise the
annual conference and AGM, assist members with
wage and job negotiations, act as a clearing house
for contributions to the Association magazine,
attract new members and be ready with a good
answer for the inevitable question of “What's in it
for me?”

A great impression has been created over
recent years by the “uniform”, especially at such
international gatherings as the Ransomes Tourn-
ament when the blazers and ties from both north
and south of the border stole the show in the face
of some smart opposition. Perhaps consideration
could be given to a subsidy to aid the change from
one uniform to another.

Will the new Association offer insurance cover
to its members? Will it be possible for a wage scale
or at least minimums for each category to be
agreed with the golf unions? Could a standard form
of employment be drawn up? The items for discus-
sion will be many and it will take time and patience.

It has not been easy to come this far, there are
many in the background who have played import-
ant, if unrecorded roles, in bringing all concerned
together. The new Committee’s task is a daunting
one and theirs is an opportunity that will only come
once. Everyone will wish them well in their delib-
erations not forgetting that twelve greenkeepers
will attend in their own time and for no financial
reward — dedication indeed.
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TERR/IBLE. THIS FERTILISER
= HAS SCORCHED THE

s GREENS, THE FAIRWAY S
ARE GROWING LIKE MAD . .

HOVV'S IT
GOING, GFORGE 2,

[ FLORANID'S
\ FANZASTIC !

s

Y yes, 1T's GoT ¥
MORE SLOW RELEASE ~\|
NITROGEN THAN ANY
OTHER FERTILISER, AND

/7 ONLY RELEASES WHEN
YoU'vE GO7 THE RIGHT
WEATHER CONDITIONS

WITH AN
THE IMPR(
MIGHT EVEA

N OROUGHT
CONDITIONS TCO,

The complete Floranid range oo Woiceser v

Surrey, KT4 7NF

is availab e from: Telephone: 01 337 0861

Sports Turf Services

Newbridge Industrial Estate,

Newbridge, Midlothian, EH28 8LE
D.O. Hunt Ltd. Telephone: 031 333 2345

Unit 23, Crossgrange Trading Estate, John K. King & Sons Ltd.
Fairfax Road/Cavalier Road, Heathfield, Coggeshall, Colchester,

Nr Newton Abbot, South Devon Essex, CO6 1NL
Telephone: 0626 834499 Telephone: 0376 61543




Yo SHOULD
TRY THIS NEW
FLORAN/IO
SLOW RELEASE
FERTILISER

/7S FERFECTLY
SAFE — YOU CANEVEN'\
. USE IT WHEN IT'S
FROSTY. /7 WON'T
SCORCH OR LEACH

LOOK AT THE
DIFFERENCE
FLORRY.

THAT'S
LESS WEAR WITH V' BECAUSE IT

= FLORAN/D

FUT SOME i
GREEN ON
THE BA,QE
PATCHES

@ BETTER COLOUR

@ LESS MOWING

® QUICKER RECOVERY

® STRONGER, HEALTHIER
GROWTH

® BETTER VALUE

S. Kenworthy Ltd. Supaturf Products Ltd. Gwyn Cadogan Floranid is a BASF trade mark
Bollington Old Mill, Little Bollington, Unit 2, Ripley Close, Normanton, Woodside, Usk, Gwent, NP5 1XF
Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 4TJ Wakefield, W. Yorks. WF6 1TB Telephone: 02913 2026
Telephone: 061 928 2397 Telephone: 0924 891000 o5
Richard Aitken Ltd. Supaturf Products Ltd. st gt
123 Harmony Row, Govan, Dromenagh Farm, T 3 oag,
: andore, Swansea, SA1 2MS
Glasgow, G51 3NB Seven Hills Road, Iver Heath, Telephone: 0792 52285
Telephone: 041 440 0033 Buckinghamshire P :

Supaturf Products Ltd. Telephone: 089 583 2626 C. Hetherington Ltd.

Hartlebury Trading Estate, Supaturf Products Ltd. Old Schools, Marley Hill,
Kidderminster, Worcestershire Oxney Road, Peterborough, PE1 5YZ Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE16 5DY
Telephone: 0299 250 087 Telephone: 0733 68384 Telephone: 0207 70363




GOLF COURSE

Many a reputztion
has been won and lost on the
tees and greens. Ours has grownand "~
grown over the years with leading clubs
throughout Britain proud of their ——
Rolawn turf.

Rolawn turf is:

* mature * always matchable

* quick and easy to lay * ofuniform thickness

* weed-free * locally-grown
Inspect the growing turf at any of our Turf Production Units
located throughout the country.

Contact us direct for details of your nearest unit and turf availability.

Enhance your reputation — make sure it's Rolawn.

ROLAWN OF COURSE!

““FENDRESS?’

THE TRULY NATIONAL TURF DRESSING AS
SUPPLIED TO MANY CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils with a low clay and silt
content, carefully blended with Fenland Peat and Lime Free
Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate ap-
plication to golf/bowling greens.

Save purchasing expensive equipment, which stands idle for
much of the year. Also high labour costs and problems of fin-
ding suitable ingredients of constant quality.

BULK DELIVERIES TO ALL PARTS OF THE UK IN 10, 15,
20, 25 TONNE LOADS. CUSTOMERS IN BELFAST, ABER-
DEEN, PLYMOUTH, EAST ANGLIA, ETC.

PLEASE REMEMBER, THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE FEN-
DRESS, WHICH IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK.
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS.

Pre-Packed supplies available. Special mixes to your
specification prepared. Also, Screened Sedge Peat
(‘‘Fenpeat”’) in bulk. Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow.
Screened Loam, etc.

Please telephone T.J. Banks for quotations. You will be sur-
prised by our competitive prices.

Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., 36 High Street,
Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 ZNL.
Tel: Market Harborough (0858) 64346.

®
Rolawn Ltd., Elvington, York YO4 5AR. rROlawlll

Telephone (24 hours): (0904 85) 661 [ i n |

HAS YOUR COURSE COMPACTION AND
DRAINAGE PROBLEMS?

STAY LOOSE

RELIEVE COMPACTED AREAS
GREENS TEES & APPROACHES

Phone for a quotation

Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd.

(0202) 822372
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ATCO PROFESSIONAL.
YOU CUT THE COUPON-
WE’'LL CUT THE GRASS.

’ { Whatever job it's designed for
/ —— ‘ a i igne -
WITH A " fine mowing or rough cutting — a
DEMONSTRATION l | professional machine has to be more
OF THE DS ———— | than supremely efficient.
— ]

CLUB It must be easy and economical to
operate. It must be tough and robust.

Above all it must be able to carry on

| working day after day, season after

season.

These qualities — and many more
— are built into every machine in the
Atco Professional range. But don't
take our work for it.

Come along to one of our
demonstrations. Watch the machines
being put through their paces. Test
them yourself and discover the many
features of the:

Club 17" or 20" cut. For all types
WITH A :
of golf and bowling greens and
DEMONSTRATION ornamental lawns.

Groundsman 28" or 34" cut. For
playing fields and sports grounds,
electric or recoil start options.

Gangmaster 83" or 138" cut.
P.T.O0. gangmower with 3 or 5 cutting
heads in fixed or floating versions. For
golf courses and other grass areas.

Also available in the rotary
TN mower range, Airborne, Stoic and

S i Clearway.

To find out more about
demonstrations in your area ring
Graham Vellacott on Stowmarket
(0449) 612183 or return the coupon.

wa | & ¥ @O

DEMONSTRATION e S

OF THE _
GROUNDSMAN £

O F TH E I-ToG_rah;aneITcorSuff-;k L;vngwe?ud,
Gipping Works, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EY
GANG MASTER I Please send me details of my nearest Atco I
I Professional demonstration.
Name.
I Position '
I Address. l
|

G/10/86 Tel

d




Ia FIMRUANQ o
Fertilisers
FARMURA SPORTSTURF
Encourages establishment of grass seed, root development, tillering, and a thick sward without a flush of growth.
Makes available locked up nutrients in the soil and increases soil bacteria count (Archer Report).

Uses — Reseeding, Golf Courses, Sports Pitches, Racecourses, Bowling Greens, Cricket Wickets, land
reclamation, ecologically sensitive areas.

FARMURA GREEN

Farmura with the addition of iron and a wetting agent for immediate colour.

Uses— Golf Greens, Bowling Greens, Tennis Courts, Lawns etc. Formulated for fine turf, Farmura Green is also
available in a formulation for more extensive areas to special order — for example Golf Fairways, Racecourses.

FARMURA N

Where a programme calls for low input of major nutrients these can be supplied ready mixed.
Uses — Low input management programmes, land reclamation.

For detailed information, contact your distributor or Use of Farmura Products leads to Iasting
Farmura Ltd, Stone Hill, Egerton, Kent. improvement and cost benefits.
Tel: Egerton (023376) 241 1976-1986 Ten years of Research and Service to Turf

The Berkshire’s may be really special...
...but if you need a new irrigation system, or your old one just improved to the highest standards
contact...

COLF Lanpscarss ARIRUICAIITION

ASHWELLS ROAD
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD
ESSEX. CM15 9SR

Telephone: (0277) 73720
Telex: 995215 GOLF LG

The proven experi’encé in the field

the authority in turf
managementequipment (' \(JN"e

COMPAC,TRACTORS YOU CAN DEPEND ON!

| The versatility of any model from 16 to 72hp 4WD is second to none, particularly

% Why not have ( \ a )
when you have the choice of such a vast selection of all British-Built attachments.

a trial under

your own If you want to dig, mow and tow plus many other tasks in and around the
conditions, sportsfield, roadways etc, it can only be ISEKI ... the name you can rely on!
phone or With Sales and Service Distributors in your area

post isn't it time you found out more about e e S
coupon to the best in the business. Please send details as ticked box |

Colin Literature O

Nearest Dealer [J |
Trial/Demo O |
| Name :
. ' ¥ W | Add |
' ’ -.-,..\_‘ ¥ =2 I ress l
o~ ISEKI UK LTD Bydand Lane L e |
Little Paxton, Huntingdon, Cambs PE19 4ES | |
Tel: 0480 218100 Telex: 32528 Tel No
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CARPE|ImtiOwW
T | | —T

THE ‘TUFTURF’ TEE MAT —
Like a piece of firm, well sprung fairway FOR TEE SHOTS

““A British made porous hardwearing all weather
tee 1.5m x 1m and 2m x1m. Synthetic grass,
bonded to reconstituted rubber underlay shock
pad with 60 tee inserts, combine to give a superb
playing surface. Its use is highly beneficial as a
WINTER TEE, or when re-turfing tees in the play-
ing season. Also ideal for DRIVING RANGES and

PRACTICE GROUNDS both indoor and outdoor.”’
Further details from:-

CARPETITION LTD.,
6 KAFFIR ROAD, EDGERTON,
HUDDERSFIELD HD2 2AN.
Tel: 0484-28777

atermation =Bk
FOR ALL SPORTS TURF IRRIGATION /

4
You can’t beat us when it comes to first class irrigation. ///
With over 15 years experience behind us, we have installed irrigation | o /
systems all over Britain, in all the best places, and our sprinklers 2 . //4 / 7
o . . . . d / % 7
pop-up in Ireland, in Europe and in Africa //////// /

But you probably know about our past. In the future we will continue to //////// %
offer the best automatic irrigation installations but now we are ALSO  : ///, /
OFFERING A NEW RANGE OF SPRINKLERS, CONTROLLERS AND

OTHER SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT, ALL DESIGNED AND BUILT BY
WATERMATION IN ENGLAND.

It isn’t all “just grass” to us — sometimes it isn’t even grass at all. We also
design sprinkler systems for artificial surfaces.

So if you have a golf course, tennis court, bowling green, running track,
football pitch . . . or even a whole town to be irrigated and monitored in the
Middle East, we can offer you irrigation equipment which is specially
designed and suitable for the needs of those areas.

Naturally, we can still supply you with all our usual range of equipment
and spares and in fact we now have the most comprehensive range of
irrigation equipment in the Country. THE CHOICE IS YOURS.

WATERMATION LTD.

Monument Way E., also at:
Woking, Surrey. GU21 5LY. Stirling (0786) 70252
Woking (04862) 70303 Dublin 760964
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News & Views

Constructing A Golf Green

GOLF course construction is a
topic of great interest to members
of our profession and many
regard it as the most satisfying
aspect in the wide-ranging skills
of a golf greenkeeper. Surely, the
greatest challenge any green-
keeper can undertake is the suc-
cessful construction of a golf
green?

Before embarking on this task,
there is much to be learned from
the existing condition of greens
and tees. Many times we see
hard-packed, thin turf in these
areas, caused by heavy traffic and
a lack of alternative routes from a
green to the next tee.

Proper design can iron out such
problems before they arise.
Bunkering around greens should
also be considered and, in some
cases, it is better not to clutter the
tee side of your green with
bunkers, as this again concen-
trates wear around bunker edges
and creates maintenance
problems.

Proximity of bunkers to the
green is another point. There
should be enough room for
machinery to pass between
green and bunker. Greenside
bunkers are an obvious problem
and sand-splashed areas can
cause local drought problems
even on the wettest greens.

The new green itself must
blend into the existing landscape
and contours should be reflected
in the green. The objectives must
be to create a landscape that is
aesthetically pleasing and inspir-
ing to the golfer. There is nothing
worse than the boring flat greens
we see created not by a lack of
finance, but lack of imagination
and flair merely to please poorer
golfers.

Think of St Andrews and other
great links. The vogue years ago
was to construct using a back to
front slope, which has the effect
of making a ball pull up quicker
on a firm green in dry weather. I
would even suggest some greens
when kept in a firm condition are

unsuitable for play because of in-
itial design. Design is important
and careful thought at this stage
will influence the quality in years
to come.

Construction of the green is
best attempted by a system of
pre-planned stages. First, a rough
plan should be drawn up, detail-
ing shape of green, hazards,
drainage, potential problem
areas, etc. This allows the com-
mittee to see your proposals and
is necessary for reference
throughout construction.

A cost estimate will also be re-
quired. This should include hire
of a turfcutter, digger, trencher,
sand, soil, drainage, time and
labour and should be presented
to the committee for approval.

It is very important that the
greenkeeper keep a copy of all
information given to the commit-
tee. This may help thwart
members who would have you
deviate from your plans.

The site I intend elaborating on
has a slight slope facing the
original fairway. The first step is
to mark out the greensite. This is
best accomplished by using an
engineer’s chain (100 feet in
length) and measuring the new
hole from the back of the tee (two
club lengths) through the centre
line of the new fairway to the
back of the greensite.

If marker posts are placed at a
100 feet centres through the cen-
tre lines, it is obvious the centre
line of the fairway is the same as
the greensite. The shape of the
green can then be outlined
geometrically either side of the
fairway centre line.

This may seem a lot of trouble
to go to, but alignment is impor-
tant and, if used, this method en-
sures the green is facing the right
direction. If mistakes are made at
this stage, they will be reflected
throughout the construction.

Next step is to remove the ex-
isting vegetation from the site.
Turf can be lifted and laid aside
for turfing bankings and ap-
proaches, but if vegetation is
undesirable, it is better to spray
using a powerful, total weedKkiller
to clear the site.

Now to mark the green’s shape.
As stated earlier, using the centre
line marker posts, the shape can
be marked geometrically either
side of the line using white mark-
ing compound. Some green-

keepers prefer to use a shallow
trench.

Digging out the site involves us-
ing excavation equipment, which
can either be hired in the form of
a Hymac or JCB or, as in my case,
a Back Acter digger.

In many situations, the ex-
cavated soil can be quite safely
mixed with sand and used in the
top mix for the green. In my case,
where the soil has a very high
clay content, this was unad-
visable and we used the dug out
soil to ring the green for banks
and to outline bunkers.

When the greensite is dug out,
the next step is to install drains to
the green. Herringbone or grid
patterns can be used, but I think
the herringbone system is pro-
bably more versatile and can be
used on most sites.

It is important that the whole
green is covered by the drains. If
a herringbone system is used, the
main drain should follow through
the centre of the greensite with
laterals spaced at 4 to 5 yards
alternately along its length.

The drains should be dug ap-
proximately six inches into the
soil of the excavated site. This is
best done manually. Perforated
plastic pipe of 60mm to 80mm is
best for the job and special
plastic Y junctions should be us-
ed to connect laterals to the main.
The drains should then be
covered to soil level using gravel.

A couple of wet days usually
helps to prove the system and any
error can be corrected at this
stage.

Now it is time to peg out the
greens. The top of the pegs
should indicate the intended sur-
face contour of your green. Com-
mercial contractors use a
theodolite for this purpose.
However, greenkeepers tradi-
tionally use a spirit level and
board. The end result is the same.

When pegs are set to desired
levels, it can be useful to paint the
top nine inches representing the
top mix. This, in turn, gives a
good guide for sub-grade
drainage carpet levels, which
should reflect the intended green
surface.

When hauling tons of gravel, it
is essential to have a good road
into the site. Some greenkeepers
use old railway sleepers for this
purpose and it is well worth spen-
ding a few days getting it right as
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