
• Quality 
• Reliability 
• Service 

Nothing performs like a Brouwer Fairway mower, even in the early morning dew 

84-47 

Turf land Professional Equipment Ltd 
Red House Farm,Dutton, 
Warrington,Cheshire.WA4 4LL 
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Hydraulic Lift 

Low cost purchase, low cost operation. 
Unique design for successful mowing 
even in the wet. 
Small tractor low h.p. requirement, less 
fuel, light weight, less compaction. 
Floating heads that follow the 
contours. 

Track Removal Brush Floating Head 

Some outstanding features: 
P.T.O. driven, excellent maneuverability 
flexibility and transportability. 
Variable frequency of cut ensures the 
highest quality of cut. 
Tractor track removal brush available as 
an option. 
Available in 5 or 7 gang models with a 
choice of 5,6,7 or 8 bladed reels. 

Other models are available to meet your requirements for mowing the roughs. 



Sussex 
The AGM of Sussex was held 
r ecen t ly with 24 m e m b e r s 
present. 

The financial position of the 
branch was reported as very 
healthy. Lionel Harris proposed 
sending two members to War-
wick paid for out of branch funds 
and this was accepted by the 
meeting. C. Dryden and R. Ball 
represented Sussex at the EIGGA 
conference. 

The election of officers was: 
chairman - Lionel Harris, presi-
dent - Peter Simpson, vice-
chairman - Allen Butrymovicz, 
committee members - Derek 
Coomber and Roy Jones and ad-
ministrator - R. Jobson. 

The first tournament of the 
season will be at Seaford Golf 
Club, Blatchington on April 24. 
Entry forms and other information 
from R. Jobson on Horsham 60525. 

Kevin Munt (above), a founder 
member and trustee of EIGGA, 
has been appointed links super-
visor at Royal Dornoch. 

Hankley Common, Kevin's 
former club, has named Ian 
McMil lan its new course 
manager. Another McMillan on 
the move is Billy, who has swit-
ched from Badgemore Park to 
join father Jack at Sunningdale. 
Billy will be the foreman of the 
Old Course. His youngest 
brother Cameron is already part 
of the team. 

Billy McMillan nils the vacan-
cy left by the departure of David 
Lenham to Camberley Heath, 
where he has taken over the 
head greenkeeper's role. 

South Wales 
The branch held its AGM at Royal 
Porthcawl recently. A well-
attended meeting proved ex-
tremely productive with the 
future of EIGGA and activities in 
the area prompting good debate. 

It is hoped that a tournament 
will be staged in July, combining 
an evening lecture by a golf 
course superintendent from the 
States. Members will be notified 
as soon as details are finalised. 

A new committee was elected, 
consisting of: chairman - Bruce 
Jamieson (Royal Porthcawl), vice-
chairman - Neil Carter (Whit-
church), golf administrator - Mike 
Wi lson ( A s h b u r n h a m ) , ad-
ministrator - Raymond Hunt 
(Royal Porthcawl). 

The new committee would like 
to thank Dennis Archer for his ef-
forts as branch administrator and 
also Royal Porthcawl GC for the 
use of its clubhouse. 

Plans are being drawn up for 
next winter's season of educa-
tional lectures and seminars and 
if any members can suggest 
suitable speakers, please let me 
know. 

Finally, the branch would like 
to thank Eric Staniforth, managing 
director of SISIS, for all that he has 
contributed to golf greenkeeping 
and wish him a healthy and en-
joyable retirement. 
Raymond Hunt. 

Surrey 
The fourth AGM of Surrey was 
held recently at New Zealand 
Golf Club. Our thanks go to the 
artisan section for use of the 
clubhouse and the bar staff for 
their hard work. 

A lecture at Walton Heath on 
the history of SISIS was given by 
Dennis Lumley and our thanks go 
to him for an interesting and 
varied talk. We also thank the 
Walton Heath artisans for use of 
their clubhouse. 

Entry forms for the spring tour-
nament at Hankley Common GC 
should have reached you by now, 
so please return them as soon as 
possible. 

Applications for entry forms 
and any other queries should be 
addressed to Paul Pearse, 1 War-
ren Farm Cottages, Guildford 
Road, Effingham, Surrey. Tel: 
Bookham 59629. 
Paul Pearse. 

Lely (UK) recently had a sales 
and working day in conjunction 
with its TORO dealer A.T. 
Olivers of Kings Langley, Herts. 
Members of EIGGA's north Lon-
don branch viewed the TORO 
Reelmaster 350D assembly line 
at Manns of Saxham, which was 
followed by lunch and then a 
working demonstration of the all 
British-built TORO 350D. 

Among those who inspected and approved the line-up of TORO machinery, Bill 
Geddes, Neil Bennett, Norman Exley, David Stenton, Barry Webster, Anthony 
Taylor, Chris Slater, T. Lowe, Chris Greenwood and David Lowe. 



Ayrshire 
The section AGM took place at 
Prestwick recent ly with 25 
members present - section pro-
posals for the national AGM were 
discussed and these have been 
f o r w a r d e d to the g e n e r a l 
secretary. 

The section committee for 
1986-7 is: chairman - H. Diamond 
(Belleisle), vice chairman - B. 
Finlayson (Ardeer), secretary - J. 
Paton (West Kilbride), committee 
- T. Parker (West Kilbride), M. 
Power (Troon Darnley), R. Burke 
(Irvine Bogside), A Forrest 
(Western Gailes) and R. Bruce 
(trade). 

Transportation has been arrang-
ed for the section spring outing to 
Thornhill Golf Club, Dumfries on 
April 17 and there will be various 
pick-up points. 

There is a joint one-day seminar 
on April 10 with the west section 
at the Inverclyde National Sports 
Centre, Largs - speakers arrang-
ed include a representative from 
D.G. Allan Oils, Bob McLaren of 
the Ayrshire Golf Union and golf 
professional Bobby Lockie. 
Jim Grainger. 

West 
Since the last report, the section 
AGM has been held, courtesy of 
Cowglen GC, with nearly 30 
members in attendance. The 
meeting was interesting and 
thanks go to chairman A. Connell 
for handling the meeting so 
competently. 

Chairman Connell was elected 
for another year's office, as was 
his vice-chairman R. Fitzpatrick. 
A. McDougall was returned as 
secretary for another year. Pro-
posals from the west section 
membership for the executive 
AGM have been put in writing 
and sent to the general secretary. 

The section has again been 
playing football with different 
degrees of success! In the first 
encounter against a pub team, we 
were beaten 3-0 but, in the return, 
when back to a full first team, we 
won 3-2. I would like to take this 
opportunity to throw out a 
challenge to any other sides. 

Important dates for the section 
are: Thursday May 8 - spring tour-
nament at Cowglen Golf Club; 
Wednesday June 4 - team match 
versus Ayrshire at Milngavie Golf 

Club and Thursday September 28 
- autumn tournament at East Ren-
frewshire (provisional). 

We would like to take this op-
portunity to thank past chairman 
Jim Paton for all his work on the 
section's behalf. He has resigned 
to take up the job of Ayrshire sec-
tion secretary and we wish him 
every success. 

The new west section commit-
tee is: A. Connell (Cawder) -
chairman, R. Fitzpatrick (White-
craigs) - vice chairman and A. 
McDougall (Stirling) - secretary. 

The committee consists of D. 
H indmarch (Milngavie) , C. 
George (Lenzie), A. Ferguson 
(Cowglen), S. Hogg (Drum-
pellier), C. Kennedy (Haggs Cas-
tle), F. Scullion (Dumbarton), D. 
Gall (Cardross), R. Brewer 
( D o u g l a s Park) and t r a d e 
members R. Aitken of Richard 
Aitken & Sons Seedsmen and R. 
Deans of Autogarden (Glasgow). 

The chairman and committee 
hope that everyone in the section 
will take an active part in events 
this year, helping to make it the 
most successful ever. We also 
wish everyone in the section a 
good growing year. 
A. McDougall. 

Dear Editor 
Every time your magazine 
arrives, I read it with great 
interest and learn something 
new. 

Obviously, the main theme in 
your magazine is greenkeeping, 
rather than construction and 
architecture. Nevertheless, I 
consider these three elements 
for the establishment of a golf 
course very closely interwoven 
and it is on this point that I 
would like to make some 
remarks. 

Thanks to the good and 
sensible advice we get from 
grass, soil and construction 
experts, we, the architects, can 
supply the specifications for a 
properly built golf course. 

The experienced constructor 
knows how to apply these 
specifications to his work and 
eventually supply a first-class 
finished product. 

By that time, the client is often 

in a happy state of mind, sitting 
on a cloud of euphoric 
contentment, satisfied that his 
project has been realised. 

So far so good, especially for 
the architect and the 
constructor, but then what? Who 
is now going to be the nurse to 
this healthy baby? In other 
words, who will be the 
greenkeeper and staff? 

Often, the greenkeeper is only 
taken on just before or after 
construction work has finished 
and may well come from an area 
or a country where conditions 
are entirely different. 

The greenkeeper is not, and 
cannot, be aware of the 
difficulties that may have 
occurred during construction, 
the weak spots on the course, 
the problem areas, etc... 

As a result of this, the healthy 
baby becomes ill after a year or 
so and the client unhappy and 
discontented. 

Suddenly, everybody is 
blaming everybody else for what 

has gone wrong. 
I would strongly recommend 

that certainly the greenkeeper 
and, if possible, also part of his 
staff work on the course during 
construction, thereby 
establishing a lasting contact 
with the architect and 
constructor and getting the full 
benefit of knowing how to cope 
with any problem areas inherent 
to the soil structure. 

It would also do no harm to 
solicit the services of an 
agronomist, specialising in the 
field of golf courses, towards the 
end of construction in order for 
him to establish a maintenance 
programme with the agreement 
of all parties concerned, very 
much including the 
greenkeeper. 

In that case, there will be 
much less arguing later and the 
respective responsibilities will 
have been clearly defined. 
J.F. Dudok Van Heel, 
Golf Development 
International, Brussels. 



The authority in compact tractors 
* Why not have 

a trial under 
your own 
conditions, 
phone or 
post 
coupon 
Colin 
Gregory 
without 
delay! 

The versatility of any model f rom 16 to 72hp 4WD is second to none, particularly 
when you have the choice of such a vast selection of all British-Built attachments 

which includes the much acclaimed LELY BEAVER GM.386 Triple Mower 
plus the new 3 and 5 Gang Mowers. 

If you want to dig, what better than the exceptional D224 
Backhoe/Loader combination. The choice goes on and ,— -n 

on and with Sales and Service Distributors in your ' . k e d b Q X \ 
area i sn t i t t ime you found out more aboutthe | , _ I 

best in the business. Literature • 
Nearest Dealer • 
Trial/Demo • 

Name . 

Address . 

ISEKI (UK) LTD Bydand Lane, 
Little Paxton, Huntingdon, Cambs 
Tel (0480) 218100 Telex 32528 

I 

Tel No . 
G/4/86 j 

Morrison and Jacobsen's range oi lawn 
and turf care equipment have always 
been renowned for quality and 
innovatory design and manufacture. 
And now you've got just the one contact 
address to provide you with a 
professional service second to none. 
• Total Professional Range of Lawn 

and Turf-Care Equipment. 
• Technical sales and product 

demonstration. 
• Nationally appointed Service 

Agents for total warranty. 
• Full technical back-up and spares 

always available. Delivery ex-stock. 
For complete details contact Morrison 
on 0553 763333 now. 
Remember our service is just a phone 
call away. 

^ ^ MORRISON INDUSTRIES LTD 
Bergen Way, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2JG 
Telephone: King s Lynn (0553) 763333 Telex: 818861 

TOTAL RANGE, TOTAL SERVICE -
FROM A SINGLE SOURCE 

JWl MORRISON 



GRANULES 
& 

GREEN 
ROVRAL GREEN is familiar to all groundsmen and greenkeepers 
who boast year-round healthy turf free from Fusarium Patch, Red 
Thread, Dollar Spot, Brown Patch, Leaf Spot/Melting Out and Grey 
Snow Mould. 
Now there's also ROVRAL GRANULES. It's less dependent on 
climate, easier to handle and doesn't need pressure spraying 
equipment, there's no drift, spot treatment is simple, and there's 
ten times less to carry 

ROVRAL GREEN & ROVRAL GRANULES 
AGREfiTDOUBLE ACTAPPEAklNèNATIONWlPE 0NV0UR6REENS. 

ROVRAL is a trade-mark of May & Baker Ltd. 

Mav & Baker 
May & Baker Ltd, Environmental Products, Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood, Essex CM 14 4TZ. 

This product is cleared under the U.K. Government's Pesticides Safety Precautions Scheme for use as directed. HA 1118 



WE CARE FOR FINE TURF 

But don't just take our word for it. Put us to the test a n d 
ask°for a no-obligation demonstrat ion on your course , 
g rounds or sports s u r f a c e s . We'll be a m a z e d if w e don't 

get on f amous ly . 
HUXLEYS — SUPPLYING AND SERVICING TURF EQUIPMENT 

DESIGNED TO EARN ITS KEEP...AND MORE. 

HUXLEY HYDRAULIC REELMOWERS FOR COMPACT TRACTORS • ROYER SOIL 

SHREDDERS & POWERSCREENS • THE LITTLE DAVID STUMP REMOVER 

CUSHMAN TURF-CARE PRODUCTS & FRONT LINE RIDE-ON ROTARIES • 

Huxleys 
Grass Machinery 

Hillside 
Thorpe Lea Road 

Egham 
Surrey TW20 8JG 

Tel: 0784 38666 

HUXLEYS 

Telex: 894426 

Huxleys 
Grass Machinery 
The Dean 
New Alresford 
Hampshire 
S024 9BL 
Tel: 096273 3222 

BEWARE of Imitations 

"FENDRESS" 
High Quality Golf Green Top Dressing (FENDRESS) 
available in bulk loads of 10, 15, 20 and 25 tonnes 
delivered anywhere U.K. Mainland, N. Ireland. 

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils w i th a low clay & silt 
content, carefully blended wi th Fenland Peat and Lime Free 
Free Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate 
application to golf/bowling greens. 

Save purchasing expensive equipment which stands idle 
for much of the year, also high labour costs and problems 
of finding suitable ingredients of constant quality. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE FENDRESS 
REGISTERED TRADEMARK 

Pre-Packedsupplies also available. 

SPECIAL MIXES TO YOUR SPECIFICATION ALSO PREPARED 

ALSO Sedge Peat ("FENPEAT") in bulk. 

Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow. Screened Loam etc. 

Please telephone T. /. Banks for quotations. You will be 
surprised by our competitive prices. 

Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., 36 High Street, Market Harbor ough, 
Leics. LEI6 7NL. Tel.: Market Harborough (0858) 64346. 

TORO 

P.. * - ' ::: 

lien the excitement, ÎhèWt and 
thrust between winner and loser 

is over, when crowds have drifted 
away,Toro sprinklers remain - watering 
the sacred turf in their own quiet, 
efficient way. Toro, helping Green-
keepers prepare for sporting battles yet 
to come... 

Last year, Toro sprinklers watered 
the turf which staged4The Open', the 
Ryder Cup, the Hexi&ssey, the U.S. 
Open, O.S. Masters - five good reasons 
why your club should consider Toro Golf 
Course Irrigation. Other major Toro 
sporting occasions included 
'Wimbledon1, the F.A. Cup, Royal Ascot 
and the E.B JRL Championships... 

For more information, speak to 
TORO IRRIGATION 
LIMITED 
umi<imj£Tœm 
TRADING ESTÉfE^ 
mH<mooD%mms 
BH24 3SD 
TEL: (M254 6262 



TAKE CARE OF THE ROUGH 
AND THE SMOOTH. 

Bob Andrews will help you look after 
every inch of your course. From the 
most immaculate of greens to that 
well trodden path leading into the 
19th hole! 

Whatever you buy from us, you 
know it will be an effective tool. And 
you know it will last. Giving you a 
truly professional result. Acre on 
acre, year after year. 

1. Lawn Genie 
Just the easiest way to look after your 
course. 

Lawn Genie will mow long or short 
grass; collect cuttings or leaves or 
rubbish; scarify and renovate. 

Easy to handle and manoeuvre, it 
couldn't be simpler! 

2. Lightweight Golfers'rakes 
The perfect bunker rakes. Light 
enough to use with one hand, strong 
enough to stand up to rough use and 
designed to live their lives outdoors 

without deterioration. Bright colours 
to discourage theft. 

3. Cyclones 
For spreading fertilizer or seed over 
the best dressed turfs, smoothly and 
evenly. No burning or missed patches 
because the unique spread pattern 
means no overlap or underlap. 
Spread rate - Vi to 8oz per sq yd, 

spread width. Iff 
4. Bluebird 
The 3-in-one maintenance system for 
fine turf. 

If s a slitter, a scarifier or a vertical 
mower, depending on which work-
reel you fit. 

5. Back Pack Blower 
Litter just can't hide! This powertul 
air-broom will quickly winkle out 
rubbish, wherever if s lurking. Ideal 
for moving mounds of autumn leaves. 

BOB ANDREWS 
POWER TO THE PROFESSIONALS 

BOB ANDREWS LTD. Pontiac Works, Fernbank Road, Ascot, Berks. TeL (0344) 885575 



'Presentation' has many 
meanings for many men 

THERE is a lot in common bet-
ween presenting a golf course to 
its best advantage and writing an 
article! In both cases, we ought to 
carefully consider for whom the 
end product is designed. One 
fact is unarguable. Namely that, in 
this world, you cannot please 
everyone. In the days when we 
had chorus girls, there was 
always one fat girl at the end of 
the back row because, it was 
claimed, she represented some-
one's ideas of beauty! 

As with courses, so with ar-
t i c l e s . The p r o b l e m s a r e 
numerous, not least (unless you 
are blessed with a very tolerant 
editor) the discipline of keeping 
within a stated number of words. 
Assuming (which may today be a 
rash assumption) that the author 
knows what he is talking about 
and able to present facts and 
ideas logically, as opposed to just 
filling the pages with pseudo-
science or sales talk, the content 
is not difficult. What is, is having a 
clear idea of the type of reader-
ship one is aiming at. 

I was more than a little taken 
aback at the SIGGA seminar at St 
Andrews last autumn when ac-
cused by our friends from the 
other side of the Atlantic of being 
so condescending to super-
intendents and so presumably to 
greenkeepers. 

I had to explain that I had been 
attacking, as is my wont, not 
greenkeepers but management 
and not only the annually chang-
ing green committee - based on 
enthusiastic amateurs with too lit-
tle time and less knowledge with 
which to implement their theories 
and subject to their ideas, in turn, 
being reversed the day they 
leave office - but commercial in-
terests seeking to exploit new 
markets, careless of the fact that 
disaster inevitably follows the 
breaking of basic rules or that we 
have seen it all before. Yet not all 
commercial interests are harmful, 
so it is difficult to generalise 
without upsetting individual firms 
which are giving of their best. 

By Jim Arthur 

My sympathies are always 
(well, nearly always) with the 
head greenkeeper and my ar-
ticles are normally planned on 
that basis. Yet I have discovered 
one fact in life - as many have 
before me - and that is if you do 
anyone a favour, they resent it at 
heart and some of my bitterest 
critics among greenkeepers are 
the self same men whom I per-
suaded my clients to appoint in 
earlier years. In a year or so, 
those clubs were no longer my 
client! The incumbents knew it all 
and regarded it as a slur on their 
professional standing for any ad-
viser to be consulted at all, rating 
them foolishly as competitors. 

Forthright 

Equally, I have been fairly 
forthright about the malign in-
fluence of the world of profes-
sional golf, concerned only with 
the tarting up of a course for a 
weeks tournament, with absolute-
ly no concern for its condition the 
other fifty-one weeks of the year. 
Then - oops! - I realise that my 
many club professional friends of 
long standing may have been 
justifiably annoyed, but I certain-
ly did not mean them! They have 
every interest in seeing that their 
courses are in perfect order 
every week of the year. 

Similarly, I may have been 
scathing in the past about a 
minority of golf secretaries who 
want to be their own head 
greenkeeper - and presumably, 
club masters - and every other 
head office-holder in the club as 
well. Then I think of those 
knowledgeable, devoted dic-
tators (not just secretaries) who 
have for years provided that all 
important element of continuity 
and realise that it is impossible to 
generalise without treading on 
sensitive toes. 

I am reminded of just one such 
autocrat who for many years look-
ed after 'his' course to perfection. 
He used to say to successive new 

green committees each year, 
"Gentlemen, by the constitution 
of this club, we have to have a 
green committee. I would point 
out that we meet once a year for 
dinner, which you do not need to 
attend. Furthermore, there is 
nothing you can say or do that will 
influence the way I run the course 
and so long as it is in good order, 
that is the way it will be." 

However, if I attempted to 
qualify even my more caustic 
comments, fewer still would get 
my meaning and I would never 
keep within the restraints on 
feature length! 

I have always tried to avoid be-
ing misunderstood by attempting 
to be tactful or polite and, as a 
result, I am often described as 
irascible or abrasive! Words do 
seem to have entirely different 
meanings to some people than 
they do to me. As an example, 
'fertilisation' is part of procreation 
and nothing to do with applying 
fertilisers! 

It would be untrue to say that I 
welcome criticism (who does?), 
but I certainly welcome discus-
sion and current proposals for me 
to discuss with agriculturally-
based fertiliser companies, seek-
ing to replace lost agricultural 
markets by going for illusory 
bonanzas in greenkeeping, are 
very welcome even if I am not too 
optimistic about converting them. 
What I do find annoying are at-
tacks under pseudonyms. Moles 
live short and pugnacious lives 
and are notoriously unable to see 
daylight (but may be sensitive to 
vibrations) and, what is more, are 
likely to get their heads chopped 
off if they are rash enough to 
emerge on the surface. 

Today, the in-word is presenta-
tion. I, in no way, sneer at that 
and, indeed, if we are concerned 
with how courses look as well as 
play, then this implies that there is 
less need now for concern about 
basic problems, such as thatchy 
greens or lush, wormy fairways. 

To the uninitiated, presentation 
too often means pretty! I am 



aghast at what some people ad-
mire (and not only on a golf 
course either!). Colour has never 
rated high with my generation -
since we were brought up on 
natural fine wiry turf, which was 
rarely, if ever, lush or green, 
chiefly because no one could af-
ford the money to make it so! 

Nevertheless, I accept that 
younger generations want it 
green and it is possible, as any 
good greenkeeper knows, as 
well as perfectly permissible, to 
use a little window-dressing to 
produce a uniform green colour, 
but this can be achieved not with 
granular fertiliser applied by the 
ton, but by a few pounds (or 
should I say kilos!) of sulphate of 
iron or, in season, a little slow-
release nitrogen. 

Problem 

One reason why fairy rings (and 
dry patches) seem to be more of a 
problem today is that, in the bad 
old days, heavy fertiliser usage 
masked them, but I would rather 
deal with the rings than put up 
with the annual meadow grass so 
induced. Let me make it clear that 
I have never advised "no fer-
tilisers" on any course. 

What appals me are illustrations 
of some American courses with 
greens surrounded by bedding 
plants giving a kaleidoscopic 
display to which I feel (I hope) 
that most people 's response 
would be 'yuck' or words to that 
effect! Yet, we see the start of 
such artificial presentation on this 
side of the Atlantic, with potted 
plants around greens and dyed 
water in ponds! Quite apart from 
the aesthetic angle, we simply 
cannot afford the bills. 

Equally, I am not happy with 
many planting proposals on new, 
as well as existing, courses which 
involve planting flowering cher-
ries or ornamental shrubs or even 
rhododendrons. Unless done on 
a grand scale, shrub planting 
looks pettifogging and pathetic. 
Perhaps I am biased, but I prefer 
natural conditions - heather and 
gorse especially. Admittedly, 
with some courses on flat clay 
land in urban areas, it would take 
a genius to make them look at-
tractive but, even so, if such 
courses are well presented, then 
few will grumble and certainly 
no-one who matters - i.e. those 
who go to a golf club to play golf! 
Most good golfers' minds are on 
the ball, not the pretty flowers! 

To misquote - tidiness is next to 
godliness on a golf course. One 
of my first tasks in visiting a 
course for the first time has 
always been to look at the sheds -
primarily, admittedly, to see what 
machines the club possesses, as 
this determines not only the 
methods of carrying out the work, 
but also indicates future needs for 
investment. 

In addition, once I have seen 
the sheds, I have a good idea 
what to expect on the course. 
Scruffy, broken-down sheds; 
yards ankle d e e p in mud; 
machines darted up with grass 
cuttings and dirt; broken bags of 
fertiliser (or even lime!) piled up 
in c o r n e r s and d r u m s of 
fungicides and herbicides stored 
in the 'living' accommodation are 
not necessarily the fault of the 
head-man, but certainly indicate 
a failure on the part of manage-
ment generally to accept that a 
tidy shed means a tidy course -
and an ordered mind. 

Quite apart from the re-
quirements of the Health and 
Safety at Work Act, which clubs 
may ignore at their peri l , 
machines last longer if properly 
cleaned and maintained and men 
work more efficiently in bad 
weather if they know that they 
have a good dry (!) warm mess 
room and drying facilities to 
come back to. 

One reason why I am so keen 
on weatherproof cabs for tractors 
is not solely an oversensitive con-
cern for the comfort of staff, but 
because much greater produc-
tivity is achieved - especially 
with direct-mounted equipment -
so that a wet day does not mean 
that all the staff are painting tee 
markers or huddling round the 
stove. 

In passing, some head-men I 
know use such periods of really 
bad weather for greenkeeping 
training, as well as machinery 
overhaul, and are greatly to be 
encouraged for so doing. 

Presentation is the secret of 
making a good impression. You 
may have produced superb 
fescue greens, but if the bunker 
faces are broken down, the walks 
between greens and tees eroded 
and bare and if tees are muddy 
devastated areas so uneven that a 
mountain goat would be hard 
pressed to find a level stance, 
then members will grumble and 
visitors will not return. 

Presentation has many facets 
and is not all about tidiness. 
'Sculpting' fairways by sym-

pathetic gang mowing to pro-
duce natural curves may be more 
time-consuming, but how much 
better they look! 

I do not say that bunkers must 
always be manicured and trim as 
I like to see a natural shaggy ap-
pearance. But certainly bunkers 
must never be broken down, sur-
rounded by muddy coarse open 
turf (often a result of intensive 
worm casting encouraged by the 
use of lime-rich sea sand on in-
land courses, perhaps many 
years earlier) and, above all, must 
not have overhanging lips nor 
raised leading edges, where the 
sand has been raked forward and 
the grass grows up to form a rim. 
This prevents the ball from being 
gathered into the sand floor and 
results in it finishing short in an 
unplayable lie in lush, unmown, 
long, shaggy grass. 

Tees must be treated as neatly 
as possible within the restraints 
i m p o s e d b y m a n p o w e r , 
machines and money, as should 
be the greens. We want tees on 
which we can putt and I mean 
that literally. 

The rough needs attention 
rather than treatment - except in 
so far as controlling invading 
grass in heather is concerned. In-
vasive seedlings of birch and 
pine must be culled and the open 
character of our heathland and 
moorland courses rigorously 
protected. 

Expensive 

Parkland courses demand quite 
expensive arboricultural treat-
ment to conserve those relatively 
few magnificent specimens that 
replace bunkers - and the trees 
themselves need protection from 
those misguided enthusiasts who 
go round planting hundreds of 
trees, quite failing to visualise 
what they will look like in 50 
years time, but which will inex-
orably destroy the character of 
the course, leaving it as 'golf in a 
wood', which is just as bad by my 
standards as 'golf in a field'. 

Presentation also implies inten-
sified management - e.g. daily 
rather than three times a week 
mowing of tees as well as greens, 
mowing out broad surrounds and 
veritable foregreens, the prepara-
tion of graded rough - indeed, a 
lot more work. 

Presentation also means atten-
tion to areas of the course not 

Continued overleaf... 
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strictly in play - e.g. paths, walk-
off areas, even clubhouse sur-
roundings, woodland manage-
ment and thinning out, collection 
of dumps of grass mowings (such 
fruitful sources of disease and 
coarse grasses) and making sure 
machines, such as gang mowers 
or fairway aerators, are not left 
where they were last unhitched. 

You will not believe this anec-
dote, but I assure you it is true! 
On a famous links course in 
Ireland, when the whistle blew 
for the morning break, on the dot 
the greenkeeper unhitched his 
gangs and left them mid-fairway 
to the fury of the members, not 
even bothering to tow them to 
one side before motoring off for 
his elevenses! 

I know it is far fetched, but you 
can still learn from reducing 
arguments to absurdity! Neither 
head-man not indisciplined staff 
survived, I might add. 

On so many courses, time has 
hallowed practices which to me 
are simply appalling, yet those 

closest to the problem wonder 
why they never saw it until the 
problem and its implications 
were pointed out. One advantage 
of a system I have practised for 
decades - encouraging head-
men to visit each others courses 
(from O p e n C h a m p i o n s h i p 
venues downwards) - is that a 
fresh eye can often see what 
those most closely involved miss 
and the exchange is almost 
always helpful to both parties, 
especially when compliments are 
returned. 

I cannot stress too much that 
what s epa ra t e s the supe rb 
courses from the also-rans is not 
only design, character or even 
management, but presentation 
and I will leave you with three 
quotations. Quality is never an ac-
cident, it is always the result of in-
telligent effort; genius is one per 
cent inspiration and 99 per cent 
perspiration and presentation (or 
the equivalent army term) baffles 
brains! 
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