
Tree Surgery is a job for 
professionals 

Honey Brothers are 
the professionals 

25 YEARS E X P E R I E N C E is at your 
disposal. A properly trained and equipped 
team is essential if surgery is to be 
confined to trees! 
Honey Bros, know how to minimize the 
risk of injury and possible claims. And in 
so doing create a work force that operates 
smoothly because it has the confidence 
that training brings. 
Honey Bros, organize regular 

arboricultural Safety Training Courses on 
site in Guildford or with owners on their 
own land. Our latest Catalogue of 
equipment for sale includes over a 
thousand items. Remember equipment is 
only sold after we have proved its worth 
for ourselves in use! The picture shows 
only some equipment. To illustrate the 
complete range would occupy many 
pages! View it all in our Showrooms or — 

S e n d for your F R E E c o p y of our 
c a t a l o g u e 

Honey Brothers Limited, New Pond Road, Peasmarsh, Guildford, Surrey GU3 1 JR. Tel: Guildford (STD 0483) 61362 



News & Views 

It's Still Not Too Late... 
Bookings for the 1985 EIGGA 
conference at Warwick University 
from March 22-24 are coming into 
national headquarters fast and it is 
anticipated that there will be the 
largest-ever attendance of 
greenkeeper members. However, 
there are still places available so, if 
you have not already done so, book 
now! 

There have been some 
amendments to the original 
programme. Hugh MacGillivray is 

unable to give his paper — Irrigation 
On the Golf Course From The 
Greenkeepers' View — and his place 
has been taken by EIGGA member 
and course manager John Mullen, who 
will be talking on Power and 
Communications. 

On the Friday afternoon, there will 
be a paper, starting at 2.45pm, by a 
representative of the government's 
pesticide safety scheme. John Philp, 
second in command to Walter Woods 
at St Andrews, will speak on behalf of 
SIGGA. John's subject will be The 
Open Championship From The 
Greenkeepers' View. 

T H E G R E E N K E E P E R S ' T R A I N I N G C O M M I T T E E 
T R A I N E E G O L F GREENKEEPER R E G I S T R A T I O N F O R M 

C o n d i t i o n s of R e g i s t r a t i o n 
1. Employment on the greenkeeping staff at a golf club or on a 

public golf course (suggested six months) prior to registration. 
2. Undertaking to attend courses leading to the appropriate 

certificates. 

3. Membership of an official Greenkeepers' Association... YES/NO. 

N A M E S u r n a m e C h r i s t i a n n a m e ( s ) 
(Block Capitals) 

H O M E A D D R E S S 

D A T E O F B I R T H 

N A M E A N D A D D R E S S O F L A S T S C H O O L A T T E N D E D 

D A T E O F L E A V I N G S C H O O L 

N A M E A N D A D D R E S S O F G O L F C L U B O R L O C A L A U T H O R I T Y BY 
W H I C H E M P L O Y E D 

D A T E O N W H I C H E M P L O Y M E N T S T A R T E D 

N A M E O F H E A D G R E E N K E E P E R 

S i g n e d ( T r a i n e e ) 

S i g n e d (Gol f C l u b or 
Local A u t h o r i t y 
Off ic ia l ) 

P O S I T I O N 

D A T E 

F O R M T O BE R E T U R N E D T O : M R . W . N . S . B I S S E T , 
6 6 O L D O R C H A R D , H A X B Y , Y O R K , Y 0 3 8 D T . 

A team quiz, sponsored by Rigby 
Taylor, will be held on Friday night. 
Teams of three will answer as many 
general knowledge and 
greenkeeping questions in a given 
time. If you would like to take part, 
register your team or yourself as an 
interested individual on arrival at the 
conference reception. 

Saturday evening's after-dinner 
speaker is John Wells, star of the West 
End revue Anyone For Dennis? Mr 
Wells will no doubt enlighten 
delegates on greenkeeping at No 10! 

EIGGA's annual general meeting 
takes place on Sunday March 24, 
commencing at 2pm. In accordance 
with the association's constitution, a 
copy of EIGGA's accounts for 1984 are 
enclosed with this issue of 
Greenkeeper. 

London 
This is my last chance to recap the two 
successful events that climaxed the 
branch's 1984 activities. First, the 
annual dinner-dance, which returned 
to the Post House Hotel, Heathrow. 
Tom and Anne McDonald are to be 
congratulated once again on their 
organisation and for providing a most 
enjoyable evening. The fare was 
excellent and the disco had even the 
least energetic of us grooving around 
the dance floor! 

London ended 1984 with a seminar 
at Moor Park Golf Club. Dr Peter 
Hayes brought a distinguished team 
of speakers from the STRI at Bingley 
to lecture on golf course construction 
and maintenance. They enlightened 
not only the 90 greenkeepers who 
attended but, more significantly, 20 
members of golf club committees, 
who went away realising that there is 
far more to our profession than just 
cutting grass. 

Seating in the magnificent foyer of 
the Moor Park mansion was an added 
bonus and we are grateful to the club 
and secretary John Linaker for their 
co-operation. It is hoped a similar 
project will be possible in future. 

Details of golf outings arranged for 
this year should be ready for next 
month's Greenkeeper. 
David Low. 



There's very little 
we cant h j H 
cope with 
.. .either on or off the grass! 

Clubs a n d n u m e r o u s spor t ing %| 1 %M / J M r - — — — — — — — — — — — — 
complexes t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y I j f c t f & y f ^ M K J « I LELY ,SEK,TRACT0RS 

have noth ing but pra ise for t h e s e ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ E « i ^ M M m l | P | e a s e s e " d me comprehensive brochure • 
truly except iona l t ractors a n d all Q H . V J ^ B I 1

 Nearest Dealer • Demo d e t a . l s D I 
British Built a t t a c h m e n t s . LELY M $ m . J * * , ' N a m e I 

ISEKI is the n a m e you can d e p e n d on w B r a f ^ f | 
for reliability, versati l i ty and a b o v e H ^ L ^ ! i i ^ H F i 

all economy. Sales and Service i 1 ^ J I 

personnel in your locality. G ive Colin m m ^ m M m m ^ * | A d d r e s s ' 
Gregory a call and ar range to see any i f ^ E m m E K L 
one of the 16 to 72 hp 4 W D m o d e l s / f j ^ i i I • 

working under your condit ions. Also U / S S t L I 
ask to see the newTX 2160 'HST ' / S M B p l * . I 

4 W D but don' t leave it too late! U - ~ 1 I 

T e r v i 

LELY ISEKI TRACTORS STATION ROAD, ST. NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS. P E I 9 IQH 
Telephone (0480) 76971 Telex 32523 



FISONS IN FOCUS 
Greenkeeper recently canvassed contributors and a selection of readers 

for questions to put to Fisons — the leading company in the amenity market 
for fertilisers. Here we publish the comments of both sides... 

In the past, your advertising has 
caused considerable comment 
among greenkeepers and 
agronomists. Do you believe there 
should be two grades of golf course, 
tournament and other? 

Our position is one of reacting to the 
requirements of a market. If courses 
of varying grades are required by the 
playing public, then that is what they 
must be given. In golf, it is the course 
itself that is the player's opponent. 
How taxing that opponent should be is 
a question for the club authorities and 
the result should meet the needs and 
desires of their customers — the club 
players. Obviously, this can only be 
ascertained through discussion and 
comment and if our advertising has 
stimulated this, then all to the good. 

Are Fisons aware of all the research 
here, in Europe, the US and other 
areas of the world since the early 
1900s, which confirms, beyond any 
doubt, that phosphates encourage 
annual meadow grass and potash 
discourages fine fescues? Do they 
accept that annual meadow grass is 
not only not inevitable, but the source 
of 90% of all greenkeeping problems? 
If they knew, was it commercially 
impossible to formulate (largely 
organic) nitrogenous mixes now used 
by the majority — going back to the 
standard practices of 40 and more 
years ago? 

Our technical staff at the Levington 
Research Station keep fully abreast of 
the latest technical and experimental 
data from the UK and abroad. From 
that knowledge and their 
considerable experience, they do not 
believe that annual meadow grass is 
the source of 90% of all greenkeeping 
problems. Other factors contribute 
much more than 10% of a 
greenkeeper's troubles. 

We agree annual meadow grass is 
not inevitable, but the influence of 
phosphate is only one factor in the 
balance of a grass sward. The species 
profile can also be influenced by, for 
example, poor drainage, 
inappropriate soil conditions, 
overwatering, misapplication of 
products, degree of use and so on. 

Fisons' policy on fine turf fertiliser 
formulation is to offer the 
greenkeeper a reliable and effective 
choice. Used as recommended, the 
Greenkeeper 1 and 2 formulations 
(which contain phosphate and potash) 
are aimed at replacing the P and K 
nutrients removed in clippings. Over 
a year, the average phosphate and 
potash levels in the soil should not 
vary significantly. 

Should phosphate and potash 
levels be considered adequate or 
even excessive, then the nitrogen-
only formulation Greenkeeper Super-
N is available. 

We recently commissioned the 
Taylor Nelson Group — an 
independent market research 
company — to undertake a major 
investigation into fine and outfield turf 
care. Their report showed that those 
golf greenkeepers who used organic 
nitrogenous mixes did so principally 
because of the prolonged release 
characteristics. Using this 
information, we formulated 
Greenkeeper Super-N as a consistent 
and reliable slow-release nitrogenous 
fertiliser. 

What would Fisons' defence be to the 
statement that the two worst causative 
factors so adversely affecting 
greenkeeping over the past two 
decades were agricultural fertiliser 
companies selling inorganic NPK 
fertilisers and inexperienced 
irrigation companies installing badly 
designed pop-up systems with the 
wrong equipment? The irrigation 
companies, starting later, were so 
much quicker to spot this error, 
setting up the BTIA and a generally 
agreed code of practice. Yet, only last 
year, Fisons were still plugging NPK 
and are still not committed to organic 
nitrogen. 

As a specialist horticultural company, 
Fisons Horticulture has never 
recommended, and would never 
recommend, that agricultural fertiliser 
formulations be used on fine turf. 
These products are totally 
inappropriate. We cannot comment 
on the activities of the irrigation 
industry, except to agree that poorly 
conceived and installed irrigation 

systems may have caused problems 
on golf courses. 

A code of practice is only required 
where there is a substantial risk of the 
consumer being misled. With fine turf 
fertilisers, this is not the case. There is 
a large selection of formulations on 
the market and government 
legislation that demands a complete 
and accurate description of the 
contents of a fertiliser. This is clearly 
more binding than a voluntary code of 
practice. 

Our recommendations regarding 
NPK fertilisers are covered in the 
answer to the last question. 

Fisons sell autumn fertilisers. Virtually 
no greenkeeper would apply even 
low nitrogen fertilisers in autumn, 
partly because they are not needed 
and partly because they induce not 
only disease but, because of high 
phosphates, annual meadow grass as 
well. Would they contest the 
statement that autumn 'greenkeeping' 
fertilisers benefit only the sellers of 
those fertilisers? 

Another significant point brought out 
by the Taylor Nelson Group survey is 
that 25% of all golf green fertiliser 
applications are made between 
September and March. This is 
corroborated by our sales figures, 
which show that a considerable 
number of golf greenkeepers do 
apply autumn fertilisers. 

Published experimental evidence 
indicates that a low autumn nitrogen 
application encourages grass 
recovery from both summer stress 
and wear and autumn cultural 
operations, such as scarification. The 
implication is obviously that autumn 
treatments are considered by many 
greenkeepers to benefit the turf more 
than the fertiliser company. 

Do Fisons think urea-nitrogen is 
equivalent to hoof and horn and dried 
blood? Do they know of the research 
that says urea is little better than 
sulphate of ammonia and a lot more 
expensive? 

No, we do not believe urea is 
equivalent to hoof and horn. Urea can, 
however, be seen as a rapid-release 



nitrogen source with a broadly similar 
effect to dried blood. One of our main 
aims is to supply a product that is safe, 
consistent, easy to apply and 
reasonably priced. We incorporate 
urea into the granular Greenkeeper 
range because it is cheaper than 
dried blood and considerably less 
phytotoxic to turf than sulphate of 
ammonia. 

Hoof and horn is a slow-release 
nitrogen source — quite an effective 
one, providing the particle size is 
right. We have formulated our slow-
release nitrogenous fertiliser, 
Greenkeeper Super-N using IBDU, an 
organic compound reported by the 
STRI to be particularly effective on 
fine turf. 

Why do Fisons advocate fertiliser 
treatment for fairways where there is 
no loss of plant nutrients, as the 
cuttings are returned and such NPK 
fertilisers bring in drought-
susceptible grasses and, worse still, 
produce leafy pastures from which it 
is impossible to impart backspin and, 
consequently, stop on a ball? 

It is this area where the use of 
agricultural fertilisers rather than 
specialist formulations has had its 
most detrimental impact on golf. 

However, fairways are like any 
other artificially maintained plant 
community — nutrients are lost 
through leaching, but there is an 
imperfect nutrient return. We 
recommend a modest fertiliser 
application to maintain nutrient levels 
and to support a healthy sward. This is 
certainly not designed to produce a 
leafy pasture. 

Why do Fisons set so much store on 
soil analysis when all the results 

usually prove that P and K levels are 
too high? 

In the past, we offered free soil 
analyses as a service to customers, 
many of whom were used to having 
greens analysed on an annual basis by 
previous advisors. We thought this 
was unnecessary and the company 
policy was to try and limit, where 
possible, the amount done. We now 
carry out virtually no turf soil analyses 
for customers. 

Why did Fisons advisors (and 
perhaps they still do) invariably 
recommend liming fairways and 
greens? Do they think there is an ideal 
pH? If so, why do our best courses 
show such a wide range of pH values 
on fairways and greens—from just 
over 4.0 to well over 8.5 — yet the 
same grasses grow equally well at all 
parts of the pH range if phosphates 
and potash are kept low? 

We have never recommended liming 
in that way — only where turf has 
suffered because the soil has been 
proved to be excessively acidic, 
leading to poor sward density, which 
cannot compete with weeds and 
moss. Indeed, we do not believe that 
there is an ideal pH for the soil of a golf 
course. 

Is it not true Fisons were basically 
phosphate producers and had to buy 
their nitrogen from a competitor. So 
they had a vested interest in plugging 
the Virtues' of phosphate. 

Fisons Horticulture Division has, for 
over 20 years, been totally 
independent of any agricultural 
fertiliser concern and formulates its 
own fine turf fertilisers. Considering 
the operational scale of major 

agricultural fertiliser companies, it is 
inconceivable that they would attempt 
to influence a market as small as the 
fine turf industry. 

What is Fisons' view of rival 
companies selling organically based 
nitrogen, which most greenkeepers 
want and has been used for 60 years 
and more? 

We believe in free and fair 
competition and also recognise that 
there are some sectors of the market 
for which we do not cater. However, 
our products are obviously filling a 
significant demand, otherwise they 
would not be commercially viable and 
would be dropped from the range. 
Again, we do sell a product based on 
an organic nitrogen compound — 
Greenkeeper Super-N. 

How would Fisons answer the charge 
that commercial interests have 
caused the deterioration of our golf 
courses and view the influence of the 
poorer club golfer, who cannot stop 
on firm greens and screams for more 
water and fertiliser? Would you agree 
it is up to the 'average' club golfer to 
improve his game rather than the 
greenkeeper produce a course that 
flatters it? 

The 'average' golfer is the backbone 
of most golf clubs — they are the 
reason for the club's existence. The 
majority of clubs should, and must, 
cater for his needs. This does not 
mean bunkers should be filled in and 
the course levelled to make it easier. 
Clearly, there should be an 
appropriate level of challenge in the 
game. It is the greenkeeper's task to 
match that challenge, with his course, 
to the requirements of the club's 
customers. 

If you are thinking of having an Irrigation System 
installed, considering updating an old or partial system 
or simply require spare parts or service Turf Irrigation 
Services Limited are the company to speak to: 

Phone: R O B I N H U M E on 04775 255. 

Betchton, Sandbach, 
Cheshire. CW11 OTS. 
Telephone: 04775 - 255 

Telex: 367257 TELSER. G. for TIS. 

Regional Distributor 



MORRISON GIVES YOU MORE 
Quality costs money. So Morrison gives you more bold 
designs, more features, more value in a mower. Take 
the new improved 11 hp Honda engine Triplex Mark III 
(35 acres in eight hours) with electric lilt control 

Or the Morrison Olympic 600 Cylinder Mower 
with its unbeatable finish and clip rate of 85 cuts per 
metre (78 cuts per yard). Then there's the new rugged 
Rapier 710-28" cat 11 hp Honda engine, thre# forward, 

one reverse gear with non-slip drive and separate 
disengagement. * iB H H f i H 

And the Morrison 3'N'l Rotary If %a rear discharge 
mower, a catcher mower and a mulcher. 

Just some of the new mowers in the out standing 
range of Morrison products. Built to a standard of 
quality with a promise of value at highly competitive 
prices every time, 

MORRISON PUTS MORE 
INTO A MOWER 
• All designed and built with precision 

gearing for superior cutting quality 
• Excellent clip rate per yard. 
• Economy of power to operate cutters 

and independent rollers. 
m Many optional attachments and accessories. 
• Foil technical back-up and spares always 

available. Delivery Ex-Stock. 

Main Road. Thomham, Hunstanton, Norfolk PE36 6LX 
telephone (Thornham) 048526-234/228 (24 hours) Telex 818861 



GET KUBOTA ON COURSE. 
ON YOUR COURSE 

The green keeper's lot is not an 
easy one. Keeping a course in 
condition all year round requires 
dedication, experience and skill. 

But now the greenkeeper can 
turn to Kubotaforall hison-course 
needs. 

These four tractors and the 
range of Kubota attachments 
add up to a total greenkeeping 
package, meeting not just the 
needs of the moment (mowing, 
draining, hauling and so on); but 
also the long term requirements 
for high quality, reliability and 
economy. 

When you get Kubota on course 
on your course, you getthe benefit L 4 1 5 0 pr0vides more power when you want it and where you want it. 
of minimum interest finance. Available in 2WD or4WD, the smooth 5 cylinder 45hp (DIN) engine, 

together with fingertip hydraulic shuttle shift, makes this the perfect 
machine for five gang mowing. 

G3HST is the versatile ride-on, 
that makes short work of light 
rough. Highly maneouvrable 
(thanks to hydrostatic transmis-
sion), 44" cutting width 
mid-mounted mower can cut 
almost anywhere, but always with 
miserly fuel consumption and 
minimal maintenance. 

B 7 1 0 0 H S T has a powerful 16hp B 8 2 0 0 With a 3 cylinder, 19hp 
diesel engine, controlled by hydro- engine, it's ideal for the heavy work 
static transmission, which includes on course. Also available with 
creep speeds as standard. It will hydrostatic transmission, 
earn its keep all over the course. 

I Please send me more details and the name of my nearest • 
j dealer GK/3/85 j 

| Name | 

i 
Address. I 
Tel:. 

No-one offers more. 
Kubota Tractors (UK) Ltd., 

Dormer Road, Thame, Oxon OX93UD.Tel: 0844214500 



You can 
confidently 

turf out any other 

Stick to 'Long Life' and Green maintain the most attractive and hard 
Gold' and you can't grow wrong. wearing sward possible. 

For fine turf, playing fields and And take away the need for 
other amenity areas, these two countless outings with your mower to 
fertilisers are the finest words of cut down the initial flush of growth, 
encouragement you can give to Because your grass won t come up 
growing grass. all-of-a-rush. 

All the necessary7 nutrients for There's even a noticeable 
green and healthy growth are in the reduction in nitrogen losses from 
bag. And all the hard work you'd leaching. Especially under 
expect is left out. irrigation. 

It s the special formulation that Long Life and Green 
makes the difference. Readily available, ( ¡old-from the wide and 
yet long-lasting. proven SA1 range of turf 

W ith fewer applications, foods. 
Long Life' (fine turf) and 'Green Gold' What else could you 

(for nitrogen only) will develop and be looking for? 

Scflttwk Agiicueiuw! IHdmUiu PIC, JCiuuĉ lwi EK54 5QIU. M 0506 39281. 
l o r further in format ion and suppl ies in I ngland and W ales, contact ( h i pman Limited. 

Horsham. Sussex. 0405 60541. Also at Harrogate 0425 68658. 



EXPERIENCED 
GREENKEEPER 

OFFERS 
VERTI-DRAIN 

FOR HIRE 

18 GREENS AND PUTTING GREEN 
FOR LESS THAN £30 PER GREEN! 
EXCELLENT VALUE 
EFFICIENT SERVICE 

CONTACT:PAUL WRIGHT 
AERA TION & DRAINAGE SERVICES 

10, OXENDEAN GARDENS 

LOWER WILLINGDON 
EASTBOURNE 
SUSSEX 

TEL.: E/B (0323) 506725 

"FENDRESS" 
TOP DRESSING 

H i g h Q u a l i t y G o l f G r e e n T o p D r e s s i n g 
( F E N D R E S S ) a v a i l a b l e in b u l k l o a d s o f 1 5 — 
1 8 — 2 0 t o n n e s , d e l i v e r e d a n y w h e r e U . K . 
m a i n l a n d . 
A s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i g n e d m i x o f F e n l a n d P e a t / 
So i ls a n d L i m e f r e e s a n d c a r e f u l l y b l e n d e d , 
s h r e d d e d a n d s i e v e d . R e a d y f o r i m m e d i a t e 
a p p l i c a t i o n t o g o l f / b o w l i n g g r e e n s . 
S a v e p u r c h a s i n g e x p e n s i v e e q u i p m e n t w h i c h 
s t a n d s i d l e f o r m u c h o f t h e y e a r , a l s o h i g h 
labour c o s t s , a n d p r o b l e m s o f f i n d i n g s u i t a b l e 
i n g r e d i e n t s o f c o n s t a n t q u a l i t y . 

P r e - p a c k e d s u p p l i e s n o w a v a i l a b l e . 

S P E C I A L M I X E S T O Y O U R S P E C I F I C A T I O N 
A L S O P R E P A R E D . 

A L S O s e d g e p e a t " F E N P E A T " in b u l k . 

L i m e - f r e e s a n d s , s c r e e n e d l o a m , t o p s o i l s e t c . 

P l e a s e t e l e p h o n e f o r q u o t a t i o n s . 
Contact: 

Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., 
36, High Street, 

Market Harborough, 
Leics. LE16 7NL. 

Tel: Market Harborough 
(0858) 6 4 3 4 6 

GET ON COURSE WITH 

equipment 
BUNKER RAKE BARGAINS 
2 2 " W I D E P L A S T I C R A K E £ 5 . 2 5 
(One year garantee against fair wear and tear) 

1 9 " W I D E A L I M I N I U M R A K E £ 6 . 5 0 
(Very light, weighs fractionally over lib.) 

1 5 " W I D E M E T A L R A K E 
(Low cost — 14 tine) 

. £ 3 . 3 0 

ALL RAKES SUPPLIED WITH HANDLES 
ORDER 10 OF A TYPE-RECEIVE 1 RAKE 

ABSOLUTELY F R E E 

ORDER TODAY FROM— 
C.M.W. EQUIPMENT CO.. 

TOTMAN CRESCENT. 
RAYLEIGH, 

ESSEX. 
TEL:(0268)770311 

The finest range 
of turf care products 

on earth 
As nationwide manufacturers and 
distributors of a wide range of turf 
care products, we at Supaturf offer 
you a complete caring service for 
all sports or amenity turf. 

Free professional on-site advice, 
follow up technical reports by our 
laboratory, free informative 
catalogues and fast nationwide 
delivery service from our depots 
throughout the UK all add up to 

the very best turf 
, care on earth. 

•Fertilisers 
•Grass Seed Mixture 
•Soil Amendment 
•Top Dressings 
•Wetting Agents 
•Moss Control & Weed 

Killers 
•Pest Control 

Plus all sports and 
maintenance equipment too! I 

For free catalogue and details of 
free turf advisory service phone now: 
® (0733) 68384 

^Supaturf 
| Supaturf Products Ltd, Oxney Road, Peterborough PE1 5YZ f 

Branches at B i r m i n g h a m Tel: 021 459 9617, Wakef ie ld, W. Yorks Tel: 0924 891000, 
and Bishopsteignton, Devon Tel: 062 67 2427 (D O Hunt Ltd) 

Advisers and suppliers to the country's premier grounds 




