A golfer's biggest handicap is a green like a lunar landscape. ALGINURE’S
SEAWEED SOIL IMPROVER is a vital additive which can promote dramatic
benefits in only two seasons. Just ask M. G. Powell, the Head Greenkeeper of
Shrewsbury & Altcham Borough Council.

ALGINURE SOIL IMPROVER is derived from seaweed, one of our richest
natural sources of manure, and provides a gelatinous medium which
improves soil structure.

No matter the handicap, ALGINURE SEAWEED SOIL IMPROVER will suit your
soil to a tee.

i) SRRy b
acivure [ ALGINURE
r—@ Seaweed Root Dip

& Soil Improver

ALGINURE PRODUCTS LTD.

BELLS YEW GREEN,

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT TN3 9BT
TEL: (089 275) 664

TELEX: 95303 COMALG G

The finest range
of turf care products
on earth

As nationwide manufacturersand  @Fertilisers
distributors of a wide range of turf  @Grass Seed Mixture
care products. we at Supaturf offer ®Soil A d
you a complete caring service for 0l Amen ment
all sports or amenity turf ®Top Dressings
Free professional on-site advice ®Wetting Agents
follow up technical reports by our
laboratory. free informative .MVOSS Control & Weed
catalogues and fast nationwide Killers
delivery service from our depots @®Pest Control
throughout the UK all add up to
the very best turf Plus all sports and
«| care on earth maintenance equipment too!

For free catalogue and details of
free turf advisory service phone now:

7> (0733) 68384

SSupaturr

Supaturf Products Ltd, Oxney Road, Peterborough PE1 5YZ

Branches at Birmingham Tel 021 459 9617. Wakefield, W. Yorks Tel 0924 891000
and Bishopsteignton, Devon Tel 062 67 2427 (D O Hunt Ltd)

Advisers and suppliers to the country's premier grounds

AVAILABLE N

RUBBER/POLYESTER
POLYURETHANE/POLYESTER
P.V.C./POLYESTER
P.V.C./HARD COTTON DUCK

IN VARIOUS COLOURS

FOR USE IN INDUSTRY, THE HOME, SPORTS & LEISURE
TELEPHONE: (0742) 29508 FOR DETAILS

NED JOHNSON

163, Gilbraltar Street, Sheffield S3 8UF.
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Eddie Park has spent many years in a quest for knowledge about
fine turf as found on our traditional golf courses.
Here, he continues his chosen theme...

Indigenous turf reclamation—
a diagnosis and prognosis

THE story is told of an American
visitor to Cambridge who wanted to
know the secret of the beautiful lawns
at the colleges. He was told he would
have to take every weed out by hand
and roll the lawn, spike it and feed it,
rake out the moss and mow the turf
three times a week from spring until
autumn for 300 years!

Unfortunately, we do not have 300
years to recover sadly damaged golf
courses. We must not waste time nor
money on experiments or gimmicks
and, as in every other field, we must
go back to fundamentals.

Let us start with some definitions. I
often turn to a pook published 35
years ago by the United States’ Golf
Association, which has run a greens
section since 1920. In the book, the
basis of a management programme is
set out. I quote: ‘The development of a
sound management programme rests
on (1) Knowing how to do the job and
(2) Knowing the why of it. The first of
these is the art of greenkeeping. It is
founded upon experience and re-
quires the knowledge of the
mechanics of all the operations con-
cerned with the growing of grass and
the ability to perform them efficiently
and in a timely manner.

‘The second is the science of turf
production. It is based on the funda-
mental principles of plant growth and
development and is concerned

chiefly with the underlying reasons
back of the practices which constitute
the art of successful turf building and
maintenance.’

In the UK, we have many versed in
the art of greenkeeping. We now have
to provide those versed in the science
of turf production.

The first step on a golf course is to
make a full diagnosis, enabling a con-
fident prognosis of what we can
reasonably hope to achieve on the site
and in how long. In medicine and
surgery, everyone has it drummed
into him as a student that no treatment
of a problem can commence until a
complete diagnosis is made. The clas-
sic procedure is (1) Case history, (2)
Clinical examination and (3) Special
tests. I am not suggesting that this can
take the place of expert advice, but it
helps everyone, including golfers, to
understand the problems.

Case histories in greenkeeping can
be gathered from committee minutes,
reports of general meetings, articles
in local newspaper files—perhaps a
club history has been written, or
perhaps there is mention of the course
in an old handbook? Who was the
architect? What was the original use
of the land and who owned it?

When most clubs are first asked
these questions, they invariably say
there are no such records but, with a
bit of active questioning, it is surpris-

ing what comes to light. Older mem-
bers will have views about changes in
playing conditions, an old ledger may
reveal what fertilisers were ordered
and at what cost, when watering was
installed or pop-ups substituted. Of
course, we must be careful, all
memories are fallible but, with perse-
verence, a fairly full picture can be
built up.

Such exercises should not be seen
as a witch hunt to apportion blame. In
fact, in most cases, just the reverse is
the case as it can be discovered that a
deterioration  in recent years may
have been started by policy changes
of 50 or more years ago.

Now, what about examination of the
site? First, take a look at reference
books in the local library. A geologi-
cal survey will reveal what the under-
lying parent rock is. The soil survey,
which is published for most counties,
tells us not only the type of soil, but its
capability and best usage. This
detailed description is invaluable and
covers most areas of the country
almost field by field. If you don't
understand soil classification, find a
simple book on soils. Don't believe
that every boggy area has to be clay. It
should be no surprise to find that the
vast majority of golf courses were
built on excellent sites and desig-
nated as such in the land-use section.

You will see that we are skipping all

Graded Organic Sports Turf Dressing

4 complete range of SUPERFINE topdressings
that are absorbed into any sward — FAST

-;> Surrey Loams Lid.

/

= 3 WAVERLEY LANE, FARNHAM SURREY GU9 8BB TELEPHONE (0252) 721167
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subjective judgements such as slow
greens, green greens, lush greens,
soft greens, etc, as unreliable and
looking at scientific  analysis.
Remember, also, that subjective
judgements can be easily confused by
the application of fertiliser and water
and the use of the new generation of
excellent mowing equipment.

The most important analysis is
botanical. Either we have fescue/
agrostis playing surfaces or we
haven’t. This subject is so important
that I am going to digress for a while to
consider grass identification in the cut
sward. This isn't too difficult on the
golf course, but there seem to be
many mistakes. It is, of course, vitally
important that you actually can see
and most people will need to put on
their reading spectacles and get
down near to the ground!

The general habitat should be at the
front of our minds. We know that on
seaside links the acid and calcareous
heaths and on moorland the natural
grasses should be agrostis/fescue.
There will be a few local extras, such
as the brome grasses, Yorkshire Fog,
etc, but we can be pretty certain ‘our
grasses’ were there originally. That is
why the courses were built there in
the first place. If they are no longer to
be found on the playing surfaces, look
in the rough. If they are still there, we
know that faulty management of play-
ing surfaces has caused the problem.
Things are a bit more difficult on more
modern sites, too many of which were
badly chosen.

You can probably get by if you
know the ten most common grasses
on any site. Many people have pub-
lished systems or keys to enable iden-
tification of these grasses by elimina-
tion. The best known is probably the
Pelican paperback by C.E.Hubbard,
but simplified versions have
appeared in two STRI publications—a
booklet by David Clouston and Turf
Grass 1982. A booklet published by
Messrs Sutton, Identification Of Gras-
ses By The Foliage, is another essen-
tial reference. There are good picto-
rial representations in a Pan paper-
back by Roger Phillips, in the
Observer Book Of Grasses and in a
book by the Czech Jaromir Sikiela.

However, this year has seen the
publication of the Collins Guide To
GCrasses, Sedges, Rushes and Ferns
by Richard and Alastair Fitter, a com-
panion to the same authors’ excellent
Guide To Wild Flowers in Europe.
This features a rather different kind of
key—the single access key, which
works on the same principle as com-
puter keys. You describe the grass by
up to 12 simple botanical characters
using letters and simply look down

the list to find the matching descrip-
tion. A second key extends this to
habitats. It may sound complicated,
but it isn’t!

My feeling is that botanical analysis
isthe key to correct management. The
only real confusion is between agros-
tis and poa.

If we stop trying to make the sward
uniform with fertilisers and water, the
different grasses soon show up—dif-
ferent densities, different texture and
different colours.

Now let us do some simple tests.
Dig a hole carefully with a sharp
spade to examine the different soil
horizons. You will find something like
this: (@) Topsoil, usually dark with
humus and living organisms, (b) Sub-
soil, pale and dead (c) Parent material
formed from (d) Rock. Fill the hole
with water and see if it drains away. If
it does not, look at the drainage in
some detail. Cut both ends off a can
and embed one end on a green and fill
the can with water. We are looking to
see if we have good permeability or
compaction.

Moisture

An agricultural soil moisture meter
can be used to test the relative mois-
ture of the soil at different levels and
also to demonstrate the existence of a
pan. A dry-looking green may have
plenty of water six inches down. Or a
soggy green may be quite dry six
inches down—the water being held in
a spongy thatch layer near the
surface.

Next, take a careful look at a hole
plug and see if there are deep, white,
healthy roots or poor root depth or
thatch. All soils consist of particles of
differing size (sand, gravel, silt, clay,
etc) and their varying proportions
determine their texture. We might
describe the resulting soil mix as
sandy, loam or clay. A quick test is to
shake up some soil in water in a test
tube and see the different fractions
settle out. A more satisfactory scheme
is to ask a lab to do the fractions on a
sample.

Just as important as soil texture is
soil structure, which covers the way
particles are held together and
whether there is a good crumb struc-
ture with suitable air spaces between.
Damage by compaction may lead us
to think we have a clay soil when the
real condition is poor structure and
lack of air space.

In a normal topsoil, approximately
half the volume consists of spaces—
half of which will be filled with water
and the other half with air. The pHof a
soil helps explain the availability of
some elements. There is an ever pre-

sent danger of over-reacting to sea-
sonal variations and forgetting that, in
this country, the seasons seem to
balance out every year.

All these observations and tests are
easy to do and we are slowly building
up a complete and objective picture
of our course. Let me repeat, have a
good look at the rough, particularly
the bottom grasses in the rough. This
is the area least likely to have been
damaged by chemicals, water or
compaction. If, let us say, we can see
that the course was originally built on
moorland, the original moorland gras-
ses, fescue and bent, will still be
growing in the rough. And, if that is so,
we can begin to see the first glimmer-
ings of hope. With a change in man-
agement, we can gradually eliminate
that which has invaded our playing
surfaces and encourage our grasses
to reinvade them.

It is really only when we have gone
through this ritual of (1) Case history,
(2) Examination and (3) Tests, that we
can begin to form confident judge-
ments on these important points.

e What have we got now and from
what was it derived?

® What is its potential for higher
standards?

® How long would it take to achieve
them?

We are then in a position, probably
with expert advice, to draw up a pol-
icy document, which embodies a
statement of the potential of the
course, a game plan for its implemen-
tation and a costing of any suggested
course of action.

Just to get the full flavour of the real
complications of the situation, let us
throw in two more essential items.
Clearly, so far I have been discussing
mainly turf, but there is other vegeta-
tion on a golf course in the shape of
the off-course environment or, as the
Americans call it, the no-use areas.

Natural succession will have dic-
tated that if these areas have been
neglected (and they usually have),
they will have continued to develop
remorselessly towards the climax
forest. So grass will have become
coarse grass, herbs, gorse, broom,
depending on the habitat. And, even
worse, that will have developed an
overstorey of hawthorn, birch, etc.

Within relatively few years, scrub-
land develops that is unsightly and
encroaches on to golfing areas.
People feel that if conservation of
these areas requires cutting or prun-
ing of trees, then it must be wrong. So,
nothing is done and this neglect
becomes expensive. A sober estimate
of putting right the neglect on one

Continued overleaf..
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Eddie Park
Continued...

course (which had occurred over 40
years) was over £2m.

The other factor in a golf course
besides vegetation is terrain and
architecture. The lucky architect was
given land with contours that made
course construction a joy and a sine-
cure. On some courses there was the
need to alter the terrain quite mar-
kedly. On others the architect was
only able (or competent) to do a poor
job. It is on these courses that commit-
tees have tried to remedy the
deficiencies with ‘instant architec-
ture’—usually hundreds of tiny trees.
All too often they are unsuitable
species on unsuitable land and proba-
bly die or fail to grow to any height.

Trees surrounding greens and fair-
ways in this country are usually bad
news for turf culture. And as they are
often tied to a philosophy of target
golf, even if they succeeded they
would pose problems for future gen-
erations. How much better to use a
competent architect and constructor
in the first place. There seems little
point in trying to return to indigenous
turf if, meanwhile, we are trying to de-
stroy the terrain with unwanted trees.
The return of many greens to fast and

firm conditions will often make the
original architecture perfectly viable.
Again, it is no good setting a different
form of architecture simply because
we are using the wrong golf balls or
clubs for British conditions.

It is my hope that people will stop
looking for instant, easy, magical solu-
tions to problems. Where we have
damaged turf, we must simply not
reach for the obvious remedy. We
must dig deep and look for the real
reasons for the trouble. They may not
be purely agronomic. There may be
golfing reasons, architectural
reasons, incorrect or inadequate
greenkeeping procedures or
perhaps a failure in the implementa-
tion of advice.

Emotive

The word ‘advice’ seems an emo-
tive one to some people. I have ex-
perienced steering a golf course
through the daily problems of return-
ing to indigenous grasses. I will take
advice from anyone and everyone!
Just as I taught young university stu-
dents, I now teach young greenkeep-
ers that advice means help and only
the very lucky or very arrogant can do
without help.

Money is now becoming available
for research into the problems of
British course maintenance. I have a

shopping list of matters to which I feel
answers are urgently required. We
know little about the maintenance of
fescue/agrostis swards. What is the
optimum water requirement of the dif-
ferent grasses? What are the optimum
conditions for these grasses? How
much aeration is required once the
soil structure is improved? I suspect
there is a markedly different re-
sponse between fescue and bent. We
know little about the side effects of
most chemicals. We need to know
much more about the decomposers of
unwanted organic matter—the fungi
and bacteria. We might get nearer
solving the thatch problems if we had
such knowledge. We know little
about the interactions between diffe-
rent chemicals and it seems likely that
some chemicals act in opposition to
each other, while some potentiate
others. We must know.

I am as suspicious about green-
keeping with high inputs of energy,
chemicals and water as I am about
farming with high inputs. In farming,
too, we are seeing a return to more
natural, less costly methods. These
are all matters that require urgent in-
vestigation in the conditions of the
British climate.

Next time, I will look closely at the
actual implementation of a change in
management regimes aimed at re-
claiming indigenous golf turf. The
seventh veil?

TOP DRESSING

High Quality Golf Green Top Dressing

JOHN

(FENDRESS) available in bulk loads of 15—
18—20 tonnes, delivered anywhere U.K.
mainland.

A specifically designed mix of Fenland Peat/
Soils and Lime free sand carefully blended,
shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate
application to golf/bowling greens.

Save purchasing expensive equipment which
stands idle for much of the year, also high
labour costs, and problems of finding suitable
ingredients of constant quality.

Pre-packed supplies now available.

SPECIAL MIXES TO YOUR SPECIFICATION
ALSO PREPARED.

ALSO sedge peat ‘FENPEAT’ in bulk.
Lime-free sands, screened loam, top soils etc.
Please telephone for quotations.

Contact: ‘ . ’
THRE 8
© "

36, High Street,
Market Harborough,

Leics. LE16 7NL.
Tel: Market Harborough

Fen Turf Dressings Ltd.,

7
(0858) 643486 S

SOUTER

Turtgrass Consultant

Specialist in
Golf Course Measurement
Site Surveys
+

Course Design and
Alterations

Cunningham Road
Stirling, FK7 7SL
Scotland
Telephone: 0786 72141
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Kubota Looks To Corner A Market Sector

Kubota Tractors (UK) is to introduce a new 45hp (DIN) tractor on to the UK
market in spring. The company says that the L4150 (pictured above) will fill a
market need that has been largely overlooked by other manufacturers. With
two or four wheel drive, the tractor is to have a European ‘Q’ cab as
standard—a roll bar will be optional. One of the key features is hydraulic
shuttle transmission, giving eight forward and eight reverse speeds. A full
range of equipment, including a purpose-designed loader and backhoe, is
being developed. Full details from Kubota Tractors (UK), Dormer Road,
Thame, Oxfordshire OX9 3UD. @ 084 421 4500.

Stay As You Are

Paul Ridgeon, chairman and manag-
ing director of the Maxicrop Interna-
tional and Walkover companies, has
announced that the proposed agree-
ment between Maxicrop International
and Rigby Taylor will not be ratified
and, although formulas are being pre-
pared for Rigby Taylor by Maxicrop
especially for the amenity market, no
sole distribution arrangements have
been agreed, nor were intended and,
therefore, all Maxicrop based pro-
ducts are available from the estab-
lished amenity and horticultural out-
lets.

Similarly, a proposed agreement
between Walkover spraying
machines and Rigby Taylor to estab-
lish sole distribution arrangements,
has not been finalised. Walkover
machines are still available direct
from the manufacturer or from exist-
ing distributors.

It’s An Honour

Eric Staniforth, managing director of
SISIS, was awarded an MBE in the
New Year Honours list for services to
industry and export. Eric completes
50 years with the company in June.
The congratulations of Greenkeeper’s
staff and contributors go to him.

Terry Takes Trophy

Andrew Terry, a greenkeeper at the
Welcombe Hotel, Stratford-on-Avon,
received the Gleneagles Challenge
Trophy for the best project work at
Elmwood College.

Andrew defeated some 140 green-
keepers who attended various
courses at Elmwood last year to win
the trophy, which is presented annu-
ally.

He was one of 17 English students
who felt it worthwhile crossing the
border into Scotland to attend
Elmwood’s specialised courses for
greenkeepers and groundsmen.

Andrew Terry.

Rolawn Gets Ready For
Increased Demand

Rolawn of Elvington, York is to em-
bark on a major expansion prog-
ramme to provide an accelerated
growth pattern over the next five
years.

Castleforth Fund Managers and
Stewart Fund Managers have com-
bined, under the auspices of the Busi-
ness Expansion Scheme, to subscribe
over £300,000 as new equity to further
strengthen Rolawn’'s capital base.
Castleforth’s managing director J.D.B.
Workman will join the Rolawn board.
This arrangement will enable Rolawn
to capitalise on the optimum acreage
necessary for increased turf produc-
tion.

It is only nine years since the com-
pany anticipated the future demand
for high-quality turf and sowed its first
ten acres at Elvington. The company
has since become the leading grower
and supplier of cultivated turf in
Europe with units in Scotland, Bed-
fordshire, the West Midlands and Sur-
rey providing a total turf production
area in excess of 1,100 acres.

Full details from Rolawn (Turf
Growers), Elvington, York YO4 5AR.
@ 0904 85661.
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Supaturf Depot Opens In Leeds

The new 5,500 sq ft depot on the Nor-
manton Industrial Estate is part of
Supaturfs continued expansion and,
by centralising its northern distribu-
tion, the company hopes to provide an
efficient service to customers in the
region. The Leeds operation is man-
aged by Frank Crookson. @ 0924
891000.

Area manager Frank Crookson.

Supaturf was formed 20 years ago
as part of the George A. Palmer group
of companies based in Peterborough.
David Palmer, the present joint man-
aging director, is George’s grandson.

Talking Grasshopper

A new parkland sprayer called the
Grasshopper which ‘talks’ to its
operator made its debut recently. The
Crasshopper is one of two new
sprayers from BP Oil. Made by Nomix
Manufacturing, it is recommended by
BP for spraying selectives and
incorporates a computer to simplify
operation and maintain a drift-free
coverage at all times. The operator
only needs to set the required
doseage rate—the computer then
adjusts the pumping rates to keep the
dosage at a constant level regardless
of the speed of travel.

The computer also enables the
Grasshopper to speak to the operator.
It will talk him through a pre-spray
check, advise him when refilling is
necessary and remind him of the need
to clean the machine once spraying is
complete.

Despite its 12ft boom spread with
four controlled droplet application
Nomix heads, the Grasshopper folds
up and can be carried through narrow

surroundings.

Warehouseman Carl Redfearn and Lancashire rep Hilary Jones in the new Supaturf

The BP 4/18 sprayer in operation.

openings. It is light enough to be
moved by hand, but can also be towed
by any vehicle at speeds up to Tmph.
The other new sprayer is the BP 4/18,
which has been developed in con-
junction with Micron, pioneers of ultra
low volume controlled droplet
spraying techniques. It has been
designed specifically to meet the
needs of weed control in city and
industrial areas and can spray a one
foot wide strip over three miles long
using only 2%z litres of BP weed
control product. The swath can vary
from 4in to 12 feet, while the head
throws out a strip of 250-300 micron
droplets and ensures complete weed
coverage without drift.
Further enquiries to
Gadbury on 01-821 2198.

Wendy

In 1984, Ransomes Sims & Jefferies
exported some £3m worth of grass
machinery to the United States, 82 per
cent more than the previous year.
Shipments from Ipswich included the
company's new Motor 350D self-
propelled hydraulic gang mower,
costing over £20,000 in the USA.

Monument Way E., Woking
Surrey GU21 5LY
» Tel: Woking (04862) 70303
and
a terma t’on 30 Bannockburn Rd., St. Ninians,
Stirling FK7 6BP
Tel: Stirling (0786) 70252

WATERMATION is the leading British Company in this specialized field of golf
course irrigation. We have designed and installed automatic systems for more than
200 courses, at home and abroad, including the top championship courses. We can
offer you the most advanced equipment, plus years of experience and what is more,
the determination to see your job done well.

Sole distributor for Wecther‘)!( matic. turf sprinkler equipment

26 GREENKEEPER JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1985




Take away the
comfortable seating, powerful
hydraulics, effortless steering,
reliable engine and
modern styling

..and you've stillgot the best
mowers on the market foday!

It’s the cylinders or rotary blades that are fully floating and height of cut is adjust-
really count and you'll find none better than able without tools. Our rotary blades are built
on our machines. We make them from to the same high standards.
scratch. Engineered, assembled, welded and Now add to these cylinders and rotary
balanced to perfection - every one. blades the sort of features you need in your

Available with 3, 5 or 7 blades. 25" or 30" grasscutting equipment and you've got the
widths. All our large diameter cylinder units mower you've been looking for.

Please send me
further information on the Turfmaster range.

NICKERSONt2Ss = ==

BOBEHOIE ... o e O TN s cssumiannsns

TURFMASTER= 1=

GREAT BRITISH GRASSMANSHIP { .................................................................................

Nickerson Turfmaster Lid., Gainsborough, Lincoinshire.
Tel: (0427) 4776 Telex: 56429 ———— — — — — — —— — a—
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There's very little
we can

copew

...eitheron or off the grass!

Clubs and numerqus sporting
complexes throughout the country
have nothing but praise for these
truly exceptional tractors and all
British Built attachments. LELY
ISEKI is the name you can depend on
for reliability, versatility and above
all economy. Sales and Service
Distributors with fully trained
personnel in your locality. Give Colin
Gregory a call and arrange to see any
one of the 16 to 72 hp 4 WD models
working under your conditions. Also
ask to see the new TX 2160 ‘HST’

4 WD but don’t leave it too late!
Tel No. G. 1/2/85

ISEKI

LELY ISEKI TRACTORS sTATION ROAD, ST. NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS. PE19 1QH
Telephone (0480) 76971 Telex 32523

r LELY ISEKI TRACTORS

Please send me comprehensive brochure[ ]
Nearest Dealer[[] Demo details[_]

Name

Address
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| ELIMINATES THE PROBLEM!
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AND SETS NEW STANDARDS FOR:

FASE OF USE

Castaway is applied @s a spray.No
heavy drenching is needed.

SELECTIVITY

Castaway controls the problem
worms feeding close to the surface,
leaving those below unharmed and
continuing to benefit the soil structure:

FOR MORE ABOUT ‘TROUBLE FREE’ CASTING
WORM CONTROL, MAILTHIS COUPONTO:

Environmental Products Department,
May & Baker Ltd., Regent House,
Hubert Road, Brentwood, Essex, CM14 4QQ.

I'minterested in Castaway.
Please send me more detailed information

HiN

| would like a representative to call

May& Baker Castaway is a trade mark

of May & Baker Ltd.

EFEICIENCY

Castaway isingested by the worms
and so is effeetive at a lowerrate of
application than contact wormkillers.

SAFETY

Castaway is safe to use on all furf
and is no hazard to the operator, other
people and animals when used as
directed.

Name

Position

Organization

Address

Telephone

HA/552
L_____—_—__—__——-—__



Wessex Launches Two Versions Of Professional Rotary Mower

S A

Suitable for tractors in the 30-50hp range, the Wessex P/18 professional rotary mower

has a 6ft cutting width.

Wessex Farm Machinery Sales has
added a new rear-mounted rotary
mower—the P/18—to its range of
grass and grounds maintenance
machinery. The Wessex P/18 is a 6ft
(1.80m) cut linkage mounted mower
available in two versions.

The P/18/W, for professional and
commercial users, has fully castoring
rear wheels on puncture resistant
cushion tyres and a flexible linkage
configuration so the mower will follow
ground contours accurately. Anti-
scalping rollers at the front and
support chains to the tractor top link
point ensure that the mower does not
scalp on uneven ground. The P/18/S
runs on side skids and is intended for
more demanding applications, such
as roadside verges, pasture toppings,
etc.

The P/18 is designed to work with
30-50hp tractors. The drive line
comprises an oil-filled bevel gearbox
with double vee belts driving the
cutter heads. The cutter spindles are
friction welded and have twin

bearings protected in a cast-iron
housing. The three cutter heads are
overlapping to ensure a full cut even
when turning. High suction blades
help to lift the grass to ensure a clean
finish and clippings are discharged
evenly at the rear of the mower. There
is a steel safety shield that pivots and
can be raised for better performance
in long grass.

The Wessex P/18 has a minimal
service requirement with all three
lubrication points accessible above
the deck. Both pairs of belts are easily
adjusted by sliding the gearbox
mounting bracket forward. Cutting
height can be varied between Y2in
and 6in in l2in increments. On the
P/18/W the rear wheels are moved,
without the use of tools, on their
sliding mounting brackets. On the
P/18/S, the side skids are re-
positioned to alter the cutting height
within the same limits.

Full details from Wessex Farm
Machinery Sales, Newman Lane,
Alton, Hampshire GU34 2PW.

More Power To These People

Heron Power Products of Crawley,
West Sussex has experienced a
strong trading year with its Echo
chainsaws, brush-cutters, weed and
grass trimmers, Suzuki generators,
pumps and engines, Arkos pumps
and Carlton replacement chains.

The Echo range includes the
recently introduced GT-160AE weed
and grass trimmer—a lightweight
16cc two stroke powered unit with
single line nylon cutter head. Features
include capacitor discharge ignition
(CDI) for easy starting and loop
handle for comfortable operation and
a cutting head guard and ‘dead man’
action throttle trigger.

Another new product is the
medium range CS-510EVL chainsaw,
which features one of the highest
power-to-weight ratios ever built into
a 50cc saw. Step advanced CDI
ignition is one of the many features of
this saw and is also now included as
standard on the CS 610 and CS 660
twin cylinder chainsaws.

Further information from Phil
Duggan on 0293 51800.

From Heron Power Products, the Suzuki
LT185.

_tuy

Irrigati©n Services Ltd

If you are thinking of having an lIrrigation System
installed, considering updating an old or partial system
or simply require spare parts or service Turf Irrigation
Services Limited are the company to speak to:

Betchton, Sandbach,
Cheshire. CW11 OTS.
Telephone: 04775 - 255

Telex: 367257 - TELSER. G. for TIS.

TORO Regional Distributor

IRRIGATION
PRODUCTS

Phone: ROBIN HUME on 04775 255.
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