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GRASS MANAGEMENT 
THE WESSEX WAY 

Wessex tractor mounted 
Rotary Mowers are robust and 
reliable - designed to operate 
at high speeds, leaving a 
quality finish. Minimal 
maintenance costs save time 
and money. Six models are 
available, with cutting widths 
from 4 0" up to 12'6". 
Wessex Flail Mowers are 
available in cutting widths 
from 43" up to 88 and are 
ideally suited to the 
maintenance of prestige grass 
areas, leaving an outstanding 
finish. 
The Wessex TPR pick-up Flail 
Mower is ideal for lawns, 
formal parkland and caravan 
sites - anywhere, in fact, 
where appearance is 
important and grass collection 
is required. Cutting, rolling and 
pick-up are all done in one 
pass and the machine doubles 
as a leaf collector in the 
autumn. 

WESSEX FARM MACHINERY SALES CO.. 
NEWMAN LANE. ALTON. HAMPSHIRE 

TELEPHONE ALTON 88848 

ALGINURE ALGINURE 
Seaweed Soil Improver 
ALGINURE PRODUCTS LTD. 
BELLS YEW GREEN, 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT TN3 9BT. 
TEL. FRANT (089275) 664 

A golfer's biggest handicap is a green like a lunar landscape. Alginure's Seaweed Soil 
Improver is a vital additive which can promote dramatic benefits in only two seasons. Just 
ask M.G. Powell, the Head Greenkeeper of Shrewsbury & Atcham Borough Council. 

Alginure Soil Improver is derived from seaweed, one of our richest natural sources of 
manure, and provides a gelatinous medium which improves soil structure. 
No matter the handicap, Alginure Seaweed Soil Improver will suit your soil to a tee. 

Send for a list of stockists and recent case histories — NOW! 



In-My-Opinion 
Continued.. . 
chants: "Spike and sand. Slit and 
sand." 

In turn, their cries were drowned by 
the appearance of a vast procession 
lead by the throbbing beat of a brass 
band, American style. The tumbling 
clowns with painted, smiling faces 
slapped the onlookers on the shoulder 
and pressed upon them glossy 
brochures illustrated prolifically with 
pictures of vast, expensive machines. 
Dancing girls, scantily clad, 
bewitched the watching crowd and 
offered sample packets, brightly 
coloured, of seeds and fertilisers, 
while jugglers and acrobats cavorted 
in front of displays of chemicals. 

As quickly as it had appeared, it 
passed on leaving the ranks of 
onlookers silent, bewildered and 
puzzled until from among them a 
hesitant figure came forward and 
stood at the front of the stage. He 
paused, mopped his brow, and 
stammered inarticulately. "My 
friends," he croaked, "we all seek the 
answer. We all want simplicity. We all 
search for the better way. Yet we 
remain confused by the voices that 
call us to follow each and every wave 
of doctrine. 

No magic cure 

"Perhaps today we have learned 
that there is no single way, no magic 
cure. We must each seek the blend of 
wisdom, experience, knowledge and 
materials that have been shown to us 
in the light of our own particular 
problems. They are there for us to 
use. Let us not be afraid to enquire, 
examine and test them all and then we 
shall find our way ahead." 

I listened. Surely the voice was 
familiar? I looked. The person was 
strangely like the face I saw in the 

mirror each morning. I woke, brow 
bathed in perspiration, hands 
twitching with excitement, aware of 
someone shaking my shoulder gently. 

"Do you want another drink, dear? 
Lunch will be in ten minutes," my wife 
said. 

Now, about this article! Where was 
I? 

(Author's note: Any similarity 
between the characters depicted and 
persons recognising themselves is 
wholly deliberate and not to be taken 
lightly!) 

EIGGA News & Views—Continued... 

London 
The branch's first evening match of 
the season was held courtesy of 
Northwood GC. As expected, Michael 
and his staff had the course in 
exceptional condition. Many thanks 
go to Parkers for continued support. 
The winners were: 1st—C.Slater, 
2nd—T.Low and 3rd—D.Stenton. 

A one-day seminar will be held at 
Moor Park GC on Wednesday, 
November 28. Letters will be sent to 
all head greenkeepers and greens 
chairmen. Please ensure that all forms 
are returned as soon as possible. 

The cost for the day will be about 
£8, which will include morning coffee, 
buffet lunch and afternoon tea. 

If this seminar is a success, as 
expected, a further one-day event will 
be held in February. 

Tickets for the annual dinner-dance 
at the Post House Hotel, Heathrow will 
also be available shortly. Contact Tom 
McDonald on 01-950 7469 for tickets. 

The autumn meeting has been 
arranged at Porters Park GC on 
Monday, September 24. 

David Maclndoe. 

Greenkeeper 
has a new phone number 

0255 507526 

Graded Organic Sports Turf Dressing 
a complete range of SUPERFINE topdressmgs 

that are absorbed into any sward — FAST 

EIGGA Increases 
New prices for association 
clothing are: ties—£3.75 
(from £3.50), pullovers—£15 
(from £14) and blazers—£43.50 
(from £40). 

East Anglia 
There was a nice, quiet gathering at 
Bishop's Stortford recently. My 
apprentice informs me that all was 
well on the course. My assistant 
agreed—having received the booby 
prize, I guess he saw most of the 
course! Twenty-six attended and four 
indicated a desire to play, but did not 
arrive. We may have to ask for money 
with entry forms if it happens too 
often. 

Prizes went to: 1st—Steve Thresher 
with 38 points on the Home Course. 
Steve won the new Kings Shield and a 
replica donated by Kings of 
Coggeshall; 2nd—Larry Coytie (on 
countback), 38 pts and 3rd—Steve 
Noye, 37 pts. 

Graham Brighton won a V4lb tea 
with the suggestion that he should 
stick to that sort of tea! Our thanks to 
Bishop's Stortford for a super day. I'm 
only sorry I wasn't there. 

Future dates include Bury St 
Edmunds on September 6 and the 
greenkeepers versus the captains 
match at Frinton on October 23. 

Mick Lathrope. 

Surrey Loams Ltd. 
3 WAVERLEY LANE, FARNHAM, SURREY GU9 8BB TELEPHONE: (0252) 721167 



Supaturf's advice could do 
wonders for. his handicap 

When the condition of the greens start 
to affect golf scores you'll get the 
message fast. The more vociferous 
members may come banging on your 
door glad to find someone to blame * 
for their poor performance. 
Supaturf are experts in turf 
management and can help you keep 
your grounds looking good and playing 
well. We produce and sell a w h o l e / -
range of products — fertilisers, 
grass seed, weed-killers and f 
other turf maintenance aids -
that are suited to fine turf 
and hard wearing grass alike. 
We supply some of the 
country's best known 
sporting venues — grounds 
that need to maintain the 
highest standards of 
excellence. That's because 

we've proved our products 
are good and our service 
and back up is good too. 

Supaturf has a professional 
advisory service that 

you can call on any 
time, free of charge. 

(Cj^J Call us and we'll help 
you and your members 

get better results. 

rcr Supaturf 
Call us before your 
members call you. 

Oxney Road, Pe terborough. PE1 5YZ. Tel: 0733 68384 

See us on stand A38—40 

s and Collects 
Bob Andrews are pleased to introduce 
NEW LAWN GENIE - an outstanding all 
purpose, all season, grass maintenance, 

machine. Ideal for mowing any 
type of grass, 
collecting any 
amount of cut-
tings, leaves and 
lawn debris, renovating 

played-out sports turf 
(Goalmouths?) and 
scarifying tired turf 
all year round. 
Three models:-

36" Compact tractor model 
" For Estate & Contract Work. 

72" For Parks & Sports Grounds 

Full details of these 
and many other 
Professional Machines FROM BOB AMPREWS Pontiac Works, Fernbank Road, Ascot, Berks. 

LTD.Tel. (0344) 885575 
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News & Views 

The Question Of Potassium 
And Phosphate Fertilisers 
In response to Craig Stewart's article A Point To Ponder 
(Greenkeeper; May), I wish to express my thoughts on the 
subject of phosphate and potassium fertilisers. As I 
understand it, phosphate is essential for root growth. I 
agree a soil devoid of phosphate would show little or no 
growth, but as plants and grasses cover most of the UK, I 
am inclined to think there is already sufficient of this 
mineral in most soils. 

In greenkeeping, when we apply phosphate in any 
form—and there are many super phosphates, bone meal, 
slags, triple superphosphates—we are, in fact, 
overfeeding the soil and in cases of pH variables of less 
then 5.5, phosphate will simply not be available to the 
plant because of the lock-up effect of acidity, back to 
overfeeding, etc. 

As Craig, Stirling's course manager states, insolubles 
may cause a problem, but not I am sure in the soil. This 
insoluble content, according to research, remains where 
it is dropped—ie. in the top layer of the turf—and, as I see' 
it, promotes rigorous root growth in the top inch or so of 
turf and practically grows thatch, as well as producing a 
dreadful, fluffy top growth of grass. Any fertiliser that does 
as I have described cannot be an aid to producing fine, 
firm, textured greens and is better forgotten. However, I 
have found it useful in producing, together with drastic 
aeration, a pleasant top growth on golf tees after a full 
winter's play. Unfortunately, disease inevitably followed. 

Potash is described as being essential, combined with 
phosphate, to promote root growth—also invaluable in 
producing seed (gasps of horror). Think of all those Poa 
Annua greens in early summer (enough said). 

We cannot write off these methods without offering 
alternatives. This is where the high degree of artistry 
comes into our job. As I stated earlier, our soils generally 
have adequate mineral content. In most cases, roots 
merely cannot get down to it, so we are not making the 
most of our natural soil reserves, hence the apparent need 
to overfeed. 

To produce a healthy soil (turf that hardly needs 
feeding, barely requires water and is virtually 
indestructible), it is widely known that aeration, drying 
ground (particularly dry), seaweed extracts and organic 
feeding are required. 

Aeration at depth is essential, whether by mole 
ploughing, vibratory ploughing or deep slitting. Hollow 
coring should be avoided as it merely forms a pan and 
makes surfaces soft and shortens the duration that perfect 
putting surfaces can be obtained. All-year-round usage 
will make greens firm, provided aeration is practiced in 
late autumn, winter and early spring. I cannot see the point 
in spoiling perfect putting greens in late spring, summer 
and early autumn unless automatic irrigation is available. 

The drying out of greens is a very controversial topic, 
but in cases where shallow-rooted grasses are a problem, 
it remains unsurpassed as a means of inducing textured 

greens and imparting deep roots, provided aeration has 
taken place in winter months. If not, don't bother, as it is a 
waste of time. What happens in dry winter weather is that, 
under limited watering, the soil shrinks as water 
evaporates and the spike and plough marks open in the 
soil, into which the roots probe in search of moisture. Now 
we are looking for an alternative to phosphate in order to 
stimulate the roots further. This we find in the resurrected 
seaweed products. Enough has been said about these, but 
it is easy to understand how, when used in such conditions 
or with a wetting agent, dramatic root growth can be 
achieved without the detrimental effects resulting from 
phosphate fertilisers. 

These seaweed products contain alginic acid and are 
powerful bacterial activators, so let the soil bacteria work 
for you over a period of time. They will break down the 
soil and release all the elements necessary for the type of 
grass growth needed. 

The main benefit in organic feeding is that it will allow 
you to carry greens through a summer drought. Whereas, 
granulars tend to require more water to sustain the more 
succulent growth they promote. 
Alexander Blacklaw, Golf Course Manager, 
Crow Wood Golf Club. 

Obituary—Bill Beveridge 
It was with deep regret that we heard of the death of our 
dear friend and colleague Bill Beveridge. Bill was taken ill 
on Monday, May 4 and it came- as a great shock to his 
multitude of friends in the greenkeeping fraternity and 
associated trades to realise that a friend for over 40 years 
was no longer with us. 

A mark of respect to The Man was the throng of 
mourners who crammed into the large chapel at Wariston 
Crematorium, Edinburgh, where the service was 
conducted by the Rev Cameron. The minister asked 
mourners to remember Bill in their prayers. I know that all 
who had close contact with him will put Bill in that special 
place reserved for exceptional friends. 

We all looked on Bill as Ransomes' man in Scotland. In 
the past few years, he travelled all over Britain. Some of us, 
particularly the older greenkeepers, grew up with Bill 
and followed him through his career, from Morton 
Engineering to Ransomes, to war service with the RAF, 
then back to Ransomes. We remember Bill with his RAF 
tie, which he so proudly sported, dressed, as he always 
was, immaculately! 

We thought of Bill more as a friend than a sales rep, 
although an excellent salesman he was. It was said that if 
there was a sniff of a sale in the wind, Bill would be on the 
doorstep, not pushing his wares, but pleasantly letting you 
know what was available to suit your pocket and purpose. 

He was seldom absent from any golf outing. Indeed, the 
east and north sections will have difficulty filling his place 
as match secretary and general factotum at their spring 
and autumn meetings. The other sections will miss his 
assistance in many respects, not least the marking and 
checking of scorecards and other behind-the-scenes 
activities. More so, he will be missed by all of us as an 
active and respected member of SIGGA. 

At this sad time, our hearts are with Bill's wife Rma, Bill's 
son Crawford and his family. 
Jimmy Kidd, Estates Manager, Gleneagles Hotel. 



Alack, alas, at first glance they 
certainly don't look anything different. 

* Of course, we could 
^mention the diaphragm 

carburettor. 
It keeps the 

engine running 
smoothly whatever 

^angle it's 
held 

-you won't find that 
on all brushcutters. 

Trouble is, you won't find it just 
by looking at ours. 

MODEL HC210E 

But you can't see that either. You 
have to feel to believe. 

One handy rule of 
thumb distinguishes 
our hedgecutters at 
a glance. 

A finger throttle 
instead of a 
thumb lever. 

Easier to 
use, and 
with its 

MODEL 
SRM 302 B 

If we sold them 01̂  looks, 
we'd hav< 

painted them pretty colours 

can't over-rev the engine before it's 
actually cutting. 

Nice idea, but we can't take the 
credit. 

It was people like you who 
discovered the need. We just listened. 

Then again, our introduction 
of an anti-vibration system on 
the brushcutter certainly shook 
the competition. 

It's just part of the 
effort we've put in to give 
you effortless balance and 
handling. 

Echo range, you'll see quite a 
few more features that make it 

more than a little special. 
And if you like bright orange, 

they're quite a pretty colour. 
For more information, 

telephone Crawley (0293) 518000. 

The two models shown here are 
examples of the wide range of 

quality Hedgecutters, 
Brushcutters and Trimmers ir 

the Echo range. 

Heron International Company 

Or how about 
the electronic 
governor on the 
hedgecutter? 

It means you YOU COULDN'T ASK FOR MORE 

E C H O 
automatic cut-
off, a lot safer. 

When you 
look a little 
closer at the 



There's none so blind! 
ONE beneficial result of such a 
difficult 'spring' as the one from which 
we suffered so much this year, is that 
by emphasising the contrasting effects 
of different treatments, the effects 
were made so obvious that only those 
who had no intention of learning from 
them could fail to make the correct 
deductions. 

I have for so long been preaching 
the first law of logic—namely, correct 
deduction from correct observation— 
that I really am still capable of a sense 
of shock when some pundit comes up 
with a completely unwarranted 
deduction from a quite correct 
observation. 

Even after watching the destruction 
of so many of our links and heathland 
grasses over the past decades, I can 
still be shattered by the results of even 
a few weeks drought on fairways that 
have been senselessly 'farmed' in the 
past because soil analyses showed 
'low' levels of lime or phosphate and, 
consequently, perhaps even as long 
ago as a decade earlier, given 
'corrective' manurial treatment. 

By now, I'd have thought few 
would disagree that the best golfing 
turf grows on the poorest soils, but 
there are obviously still some who 
remain unconverted. 

Misguided treatments 

You can see the disastrous results 
of such misguided treatments on a 
precise demarcation line. Fertilisers 
were often applied by an agricultural 
distributor so that awkward corners 
were (luckily) missed. After some 
eight weeks of drought, the fertilised 
areas of fairways were literally dead 
and did not recover from rain. Yet 
within a few days of quite modest 
showers, the untreated areas (and 
semi-rough) were green again. You 
would have thought that even a five-
year-old would make the obvious 
deduction—namely, that the raised 
phosphate level had encouraged 
drought-susceptible annual meadow 
grass since the unfertilised (and 
excellent) areas showed low' 
phosphate levels and little meadow 
grass. And, subsequently, that the 
drought had then triggered off the 
reaction of any ephemeral or annual 
to stress, which is to perpetuate its 
species by flowering, before 
individual plants are killed, to survive 
the drought as seed. 

Of course, it is not only annual 
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meadow grass that is culpable. There 
are many other short lived grasses— 
early hair grass, annual brome grass, 
ratstail fescues, bulbous meadow 
grass—all of which contribute to 
relatively fine turf until the first severe 
drought, when they all seed (or form 
bulbils) and die. 

So many times this year I have 
heard plaintive comments that the 
fairways looked so well in February 
and March, but 'went off' in April and 
by May were 'dead'. 

There is an old greenkeeping adage 
to the effect that "a good drought gets 
rid of a deal of rubbish" and so it does, 
in reducing the competitive power of 
annuals in a mixed sward. But when 
conditions have been manipulated to 
favour dominance by annuals, then no 
longer can the few remaining fine-
leaved perennials make use of their 
inbuilt advantage of being able to 
,recover within days of rain falling, 
from the fibre. Annuals must wait for 
sufficient rain to permit seed to 
germinate and establish, against by 
then stiff opposition from the 'natural' 
grasses, which have become adapted 
over half a million years to taking 
droughts in their stride and which 
have had a head start on the annuals. 

This is one reason why fairway 
watering has to be used with great 
restraint on links and heathland 
courses. If it is over-used, annual 
grasses, which would otherwise 

succumb, will survive and compete 
with the natural species and there will 
be no warning signs of drought 
damage to indicate changes in flora to 
the less observant which, in turn, will 
alter the playing characteristics of the 
course. 

The first principle of not only 
greenkeeping but, indeed, ecology is 
that if conditions exist or are created 
that favour a particular vegetative 
cover, then those species will 
dominate. If conditions are altered 
then the vegetation changes, which is 
why it is normally rather a waste of 
time and money to talk of overseeding 
greens, except where time means 
money. 

If conditions are right, desired 
species will invade—admittedly, 
slowly, as some changes are difficult 
to bring about quickly. If the 
conditions are not right for those 
grasses then, while it is quite possible 
to get the seeded grasses to germinate 
in September rather than May, they 
often do not survive for long— 
especially under the added stresses of 
constant traffic and close mowing, as 
on greens. 

I have seen too many chronically 
'contaminated' annual meadow grass 
dominant greens, even on some of our 
most famous links, to pretend that 
reversal is easy, especially when soil 
analyses confirm what past history 
informs—namely, that years and 
years of gross overfeeding with 
phosphatic fertilisers cannot be 
reversed in a few years, especially on a 
sandy soil. 

When we need, say, only lOppm of 
phosphate for healthy growth of bents 
and fescues, it is daunting to be faced 
(even after a decade of using non-
phosphatic, nitrogenous-only, 
fertilisers) with levels of 450 or even 
700 ppm of phosphate—levels which 
come up at regular intervals. 

Dedicated care 

Even the best advice and the 
dedicated care of the most skilled, 
links-trained head greenkeeper is 
going to take time to work in such 
circumstances. This is the danger 
period when faith may be lost and— 
whoops!—we are off down the annual 
meadow grass slope with a vengeance 
and a decade of hard work is lost 
overnight. 

It is not as if the 'no phosphates' 



policy was new. First published in 
1903 by Dr Murray, it was not new 
then, as the oldest method of feeding 
greens was with soot—a nitrogenous 
fertiliser. 

On so many occasions, old 
greenkeepers, long since retired, have 
commented that the ammonia, blood, 
hoof and horn and iron mix was what 
they used to use 50 and 60 years ago 
and, indeed, I was taught it by an old 
Scots greenkeeper when I joined 
Bingley in 1946 and he had learned it 
from his father. 

If the drought taught those who 
wished to learn the folly of heavy 
N.P.K. fertiliser treatment on 
fairways and greens, the rain, when it 
did come, emphasised by cruel 
contrast those courses where the 
greens were regularly and deeply 
aerated. The greens were without a 
puddle, compared with those next 
door where management had decided 
that slitting upset the members too 
much. They were flooded and 
unplayable. 

Certainly, my experience with the 
Vertidrain for four seasons in Holland 
and two in England has emphasised 
the value of this form of deep 
aeration, as endorsed by the fact that 
all the Old Course greens at St 
Andrews were thus deeply tined, as 
well as other clubs such as 
Sunningdale and Woburn who have 
their own machines. 

I always used to say that the best 
aerator had two legs—to get the 
greater depth needed to break up the 
'plough pan' that forms with constant 
'cultivation' at the same depth. But 
the Vertidrain beats the best man, 
though it is not intended for use more 
than twice a year at most and must still 
be augmented by constant regular 
slitting. There is no set routine. As 
with all greenkeeping, it is a matter of 
response to need and the weather. 

Greens that have been deep tined 
for several years will need less slitting 
than those that have never been 
treated, but I doubt if there is ever a 
case in this country where slitting less 
than a dozen times a year is not 
essential. With very lightly played 
courses on the Continent, the need is 
less anyway, but the need can only be 
proven by probing to test for 
compaction at lower levels. 

In passing, it is significant that links 
greens, which are so firm they could 
take a tractor over them in winter 
without marking and where pitch 
marks are unknown, can still be 
probed to 12in and more with 
minimum pressure. However, some 
annual meadow grass dominated 
greens I have seen this year are 
absolutely rock hard 4in below the 

surface—which is often thatched to 
2in or more in depth! 

Another lesson this difficult spring 
provided was in irrigation techniques. 
Here, again, the man on the spot must 
make the decision when to start, but it 
must be foolish to water greens when 
there are severe night frosts. I 
remember one advisory visit this May 
in Yorkshire where the dry state of the 
greens and the poor start to growth 
and consequent recovery from seven 
months of unrelenting traffic with no 
rest this year, even from prolonged 
snow cover, was the subject of 
criticism. The next day we had a slight 
cover of snow over the Pennines! 

Intensive aeration 

However, once it was safe to start 
watering, it was essential to get that 
water in deep by restarting intensive 
aeration (stopped in the cold dry spell 
as slits would open), by heavier initial 
watering and by the use of 
detergents—but reverting to normal 
levels once the desired penetration 
and permeability had been achieved. 
Here, again, the good greenkeepers 
stood out from the less skilled. 

In too many cases, because of lack 
of planning, irrigation systems broke 
down on first being used or there were 
no emergency alternative plans if, for 
instance, electrical faults developed 
and vital days (or nights) were lost 
waiting for sorely * pressed 
troubleshooters from irrigation firms 
to arrive, instead of implementing 
prepared contingency plans. 

By then, the greens were too dry to 
accept the water, which ran into low 
places and then a vicious spiral 
developed. The best answer to such a 
problem is to initially anticipate it 
and, so, take early corrective action. 
Secondly, hit it hard with everything 
available to get masses of holes 
knocked into impermeable 
compacted spots—or often old water-
proofed fairy rings, long since 
inactive, but with the soil coated with 
waxy organic deposits—and to use 
wetting agents ad lib. 

Some seaside greens have been 
sprayed overall and will be sprayed 
again to stop the reticulate pattern, 
which has marred the appearance of 
some links greens in the past and 
prompted unwise and gross 
overwatering in a misguided attempt 
at curing the basic problem by sledge 
hammer tactics, instead of identifying 
the cause and treating it, not the 
symptoms. 

Speed is the essence of such 
remedial work. If you wait a week or 
so deploring the scale of the 
operation, you are lost. It is a case of 

hand work and hard work and using a 
watering can to get the wetting agent 
where it is needed—deep in the soil— 
and repeating the treatment until the 
problem is cured. 

The essential advantage of 
adjustable pop-ups was never better 
demonstrated in the windy dry 
weather. No pop-up system can give 
uniform coverage under windy 
conditions, but adjustability is 
essential to minimise the effect of 
wind. Even so, hand watering 
facilities are vitally important. Hand-
held hoses are the only way to get the 
balance of the water where it is 
needed. 

The essence of good greenkeeping 
is to be able to make inspired and 
reasonably accurate guesses about the 
weather, but also to be geared up and 
ready to snatch short periods of 
favourable weather, which may not 
present themselves again for weeks. 

Weed control is another very 
pertinent example of snatching 
fleeting chances. It is no good waiting 
for a spell of suitable weather to order 
the herbicide or to find that the 
sprayer needs overhauling or even 
cleaning out. 

Too much nonsense is talked about 
waiting for ideal conditions. I advise 
spraying any time between March and 
October when the weather is calm and 
dry. If you wait for rain (as I am never 
tired of saying), you may wait longer 
for it to stop. By that time, most 
weeds will be flowering, vegetative 
growth will have ceased and all you 
kill are the flowers. Of course, we do 
not spray in windy or wet conditions— 
the herbicide is still absorbed 
(admittedly slowly) and once rain 
comes and growth is stimulated, the 
weeds die quickly. 

Protect the supplier 
So many 'instructions on the tin' are 

put there to protect the supplier or to 
cope with morons. Which does not 
mean we should ignore them, but we 
must use our brains. One recurring 
fault with weedkilling is the failure of 
some operators to realise that the 
amount of water used to dilute the 
selective weedkiller is irrelevant—it 
merely acts as a carrier in exactly the 
same way as 'compost' helps to spread 
fertiliser evenly. 

A hundred times more Causes of 
damage arise from wrong application 
rates than from using the wrong 
weedkiller. All that the water does is 
to make it easier to apply the specified 
amount of herbicide to a given area 
and with micro-sprayers it is possible 
to apply the herbicide neat, virtually 

Continued overleaf... 



Jim Arthur 
Continued... 

without any water. But, of course, the 
risks of local overdosage are far 
greater. 

Perhaps the worst problem this 
spring, with different grasses growing 
at different speeds (or not at all), was 
the impossibility of producing 
reasonable putting surfaces without 
shaving greens. At one stage, sickly 
annual meadow grass growing in 
separate zones from reasonably 
healthy bent produced indescribably 
uneven surfaces and, at others, when 
it was growing more quickly than 
Agrostis, the variation in speed and 
texture was equally unsatisfactory. 

Shaving greens will admittedly iron 
out the worst contrasts, at the expense 
of the health of the turf, which is 
heavily penalised, if mown too close 
for long periods—especially if growth 
is not at a peak. 

I can never overstress the fact that 
putting surface speed (and though it is 
to be hoped that all golfers prefer 
faster greens, it probably is not true) 

depends on texture, which is achieved 
as much by encouraging the right 
grasses as by daily (seven days a week) 
mowing and weekly verticutting when 
there is reasonable growth. 

Another characteristic of many 
greens this year has been the sickly 
yellow colour before growth started— 
and, in some areas, this was not until 
June—of the annual meadow grass 
centres, compared with the Agrostis 
(bent) dominated perimeters less 
subject to traffic and so compaction— 
except on the walk-off side to the next 
tee. 

This emphasises not only the effect 
of wear and traffic on the grass type 
(and wear is unquestionably our 
biggest problem today), but the 
inability of annual meadow grass on 
its own to produce even tolerable 
conditions for 365 days a year. This is 
why the most important fertiliser 
dressing is the light ammonia and iron 
applied in mid-March in the false 
spring, which invariably precedes the 
easterlies and the return of winter in 
April. 

Here, again, skill and experience 
will indicate the start of the short mild 
spell, which I call a false spring, that 
occurs every year sometimes for a day 
or so and sometimes for ten. 

More and more such (soluble) 
fertiliser applications are applied 

through the Cushman or Hydromain 
sprayer, equally to speed up the task 
so as to snatch a brief spell of suitable 
calm weather, as to achieve accuracy 
and evenness of application without 
risk of scorching. 

Another regrettable feature of this 
difficult spring has been a readiness 
on the part of some members and 
green committees to blame their 
greenkeeper for poor course 
conditions, when such complaints 
should more properly be directed at 
the weather. Of course, there are 
some disorganised greenkeepers, but 
no more in proportion than there are 
similarly ill-qualified members of 
committees. 

What it all boils down to is that a 
good head greenkeeper is still by far 
and away the most important single 
factor in producing a good course. But 
the best men are at the mercy of that 
final arbiter, the weather. That does 
not mean that all greenkeepers are 
paragons, but they should, 
nevertheless, be given the tools—in 
the shape of men and money—to do 
the job, together with the 
understanding that, while they may 
propose, the weather disposes and 
they, in turn, must be really geared up 
all the time to snatch fleeting 
opportunities—all the more 
important in a difficult season. 

"FENDRESS" 
TOP DRESSING 

High Quality Golf Green Top Dressing 
(FENDRESS) available in bulk loads of 10—15 
20—25 tonnes, delivered anywhere in U.K. 
mainland. 
A specifically designed mix of Fenland Peat I 
Soils and Lime free sand carefully blended, 
shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate 
application to golf/bowling greens. New 
SPORTSDRESS loam/sand/peat in various 
formulations to suit your requirements. 
Save purchasing expensive equipment which 
stands idle for much of the year, also high 
labour costs, and problems of finding suitable 
ingredients of constant quality. 
Pre-packed supplies now available. 
SPECIAL MIXES TO YOUR SPECIFICATION 
OUR SPECIALITY. 
ALSO sedge peat "FENPEAT" in bulk. 
Lime free sands (white or yellow), screened 
loam, top soils etc. 

Please telephone for quotations. 
Contact: 

Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., 
36, High Street, 

Market Harborough, 
Leics. LE16 7NL. 

Tel: Market Harborough 
(0858) 64346 

Cutting the pressure 
Keep on top of your job with the cost-cutting 
Cushman 3- and 4-Wheel Turf-Trucksters. A rugged 
18hp engine provides the power for all those 
transport and course maintenance duties while low 
weight and wide turf tyres take the pressure off 
work on greens, tees and fairways. A wide range of 
British-built attachments can be quickly and easily 

fitted for everyday, all-round 
¿¿p̂  versatility from mowing 
( | iv } to spraying and 

spiking to 
load carrying. 

Take a look 
El I S f l H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H f l T our new 
1 Multi- Depth 

Aerator, 
able to 
work to 
a depth 
of 91Ain 

without surface damage, or our all-hydraulic Reel-
mower for a superb finish on wet and dry grass. Put 
a Turf-Truckster to the test on your course now. 

Demonstrations readily 
available from specialist 
dealers nationwide. Call us 
today for full details on the 
Cushman Turf-Care Sys-
tem. Hil ls ide, Thorpe Lea Road, 

Egham, Surrey, TW20 8JG 
Tel: 0784 38666 
Telex: 894426 



Take away the 
comfortable seating, powerful 
hydraulics, effortless steering, 

reliable engine and 
modern styling 

...and you've still got the best 
mowers on the market todav! 

It's the cylinders or rotary blades that 
really count and you'll find none better than 
on our machines. We make them from 
scratch. Engineered, assembled, welded and 
balanced to perfection - every one. 

Available with 3, 5 or 7 blades. 25" or 30" 
widths. All our large diameter cylinder units 

are fully floating and height of cut is adjust-
able without tools. Our rotary blades are built 
to the same high standards. 

Now add to these cylinders and rotary 
blades the sort of features you need in your 
grasscutting equipment and you've got the 
mower you've been looking for. 

NICKERSON< 
TURFMASTER 

GREAT BRITISH GRASSMANSHIP 
N i c k e r s o n T u r f m a s t e r Ltd., G a i n s b o r o u g h , L inco lnsh i re . 

Tel: ( 0 4 2 7 ) 4 7 7 6 Telex: 5 6 4 2 9 

Name 

Position .. 

C o m p a n \ 

Address.. 

P l e a s e s e n d m e 
fu r the r i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e Tur fmas te r r a n g e . 



Ford Opts For 
Hydrostatic Transmission, Too 
The Ford 1210, the smallest model in 
the compact tractor range launched 
by Ford last September, is now 
available equipped with an optional 
hydrostatic transmission. 

Available on both the 2WD and 
4WD versions of the 1210, the 
transmission provides variable speed 
control, by means of a single foot 
pedal, from 0-8.5 mph. 

Because speed control is variable 
in either direction, the tractor can go 
as fast backwards as it can forwards 

and the operator is able to select 
either a high or low speed range, 
using a conventional clutch and gear 
lever. This sensitivity of control means 
that creeper speeds are also 
obtainable. 

Once the correct forward ground 
speed for a particular job has been 
reached, the operator is able to 
maintain it for as long as necessary by 
locking the foot pedal. This is done 
with a simple lever, which can be 
overridden quickly. To ensure 
maximum operational safety, this 
speed control cannot be engaged in 
reverse. 

Ford says the variable speed 

New options for the Ford 1210... 

characteristics of this transmission 
make it especially suitable for low 
torque applications requiring a high 
degree of manoeuvrability, such as 
grass cutting around trees and other 
obstacles, loading, planting and light 
haulage work. For continuous high 
performance work with soil engaging 
implements, the 10 x 2 manual 
transmission is still available. 

Including live (540 rpm) pto, which 
is standard with hydrostatic 
transmission, the basic 2WD version 
of the Ford 1210 fitted with this option 
is priced at £4,473. When equipped 
with both hydrostatic transmission 
and 4WD, it costs £4,825. 

The controls of the new hydrostatic 
transmission now available as a factory-
fitted option on the Ford 1210 compact 
tractor. To the right is the foot-operated 
variable ground speed control pedal. 
Centre left is the speed control lever, used 
to lock the foot pedal. A light touch on the 
pedal disengages the speed control lever. 

Made By Marier Haley 
Marier Haley has introduced 
Boundary—a new weather post and 
chain fencing system. Made in 
durable plastic material, it requires no 
maintenance and combines 
lightweight versatility with maximum 
stability. 

It is available in four styles— 
regular, de-luxe, rustic (with a wood 
grained finish) and free-standing. 
Posts come in black or white (rustic in 
brown or white) complete with push-
in fitting for soft ground. The free-
standing post—ideal for car parks, 
paved areas or any hard ground 
application—has a circular base, 
which can be weighted. 

Full details from Marier Haley 
ExpoSystems, ExpoSystems House, 
Queens Road, Barnet, Herts EN5 4DW. Marler Haley's method of fencing... 

Notebook 


