STOP THE
SILLINESS!

GREENKEEPING problems seem to crop up on a
regular pattern, some seasonal and some topical,
judging by my telephone calls. The commonest
chronic worry from now on until spring is the con-
cern, to put it mildly, about moss on greens. This
always seems to be raised by the keen lawn owner
- and if there is one man I dread (much more than
farmers who can be educated), it is the lawn owner
who extols lush green turf and wants the greens on
his course to look like his lawn. It is pointless tell-
ing him that his lawn would soon look a sorry mess
if it had to withstand the amount of traffic to which
the normal green is subjected.

By Jim Arthur

Concern that moss will kill the grass is baseless.
There is an old greenkeeping adage to the effect
that if greens do not show a little moss in winter,
then they will inevitably be too lush and soft all
summer. Naturally, as soil ‘fertility’ drops off in
winter with the cessation of micro-organism activity
in the soil as temperatures drop, that critical level
which suits the finer grases, but is too low for the
unsuitable ones to survive, may drop temporarily to
a level only just enough for the better grasses and
moss can then invade.

Needless to say, such invasion is worst where
there is least traffic, e.g. on the backs of greens and
the areas furthest from the next tee, and also on
ridges that are penalised by closer mowing, etc.
One dodge to get rid of moss in the old days was to
cut the hole in the middle of a mossy area - it very
soon disappeared!

As ‘fertility’ rises naturally in the spring, the moss
will go equally naturally, though it can be speeded
on its way by the application of a light ammonia and
iron dressing in March. Try and kill if off with (ex-
pensive) moss Kkillers in the autumn and inevitably
we are left with bare areas that can only recolonise
with more moss.

In the growing season, savage attacks against
moss all too often merely result in the scars
recolonising with annual meadow grass. Moss will
never kill grass in the accepted sense of the term. It
is easily controlled by creating conditions that suit
the finer grasses and less so the moss, but great
care is needed not to overdo the ‘improvement’
which would replace moss with annual meadow
grass.

A great deal of unnecessary worry could be
avoided if a little moss were accepted as normal
and a good sign that soil conditions are about right.
It also needs stating that very little moss is caused
by bad drainage or by compaction - as these have
to be so marked that other problems loom first and
demand correction. Nothing exasperates me more
than the worried committee man who goes on and
on about the moss, but admits that the greens are
putting perfectly. Yet they never see annual
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FOR SALE

TORO SANDPRO 14

ELAPSED TIME 543 HOURS
GOOD CONDITION
PRICE £2,440 INC VAT

Burrows (GM) Ltd., Spring Slade Works,
Cannock Road, Stafford.
Telephone Stafford STD 0785 661131

BLACK FEN

TOPSOIL
Tel: G.]J. Moyses
(0733) 69447

Sportsground Services
Scotland

Verti-Drain for hire
Most areas considered
Very competitive rates

Tel: Maybole (0655) 83251

Spray Equipment

for Compact
Mini Tractors

i

Spray a 10ft width
or, set vertically,
negotiate green-
house aisles or
orchards. Suitable
for use with all
tractors, connecting
to PTO. For full
details contact:

.'7. Y[~

206 Elgar Road, Reading, Berkshire. Tel: (0734) 752666
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